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Why were the employees’ service
number and their salaries
mentioned at KRMB meetings if the
two states had not handed over
irrigation projects to the Centre? It
is a fact that the state government
handed over the projects. The
Congress government must
apologise and admit that a
mistake took place. We
proposed Rs 200 crore in
the budget but did not give
a single rupee. It’s a fact.
We put conditions but
the Centre did not
accept that and so we
did not give a single
Rupee  

— T. Harish Rao, former Minister, TS
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Prabhas: Journey of Salaar 
has been an emotional  

ROLLERCOASTER

UPA put family first, left
India in dire straits: 

Sitharaman
‘HYDERABAD
TO ME IS MORE THAN JUST A
CITY; IT’S A CULINARY PARADISE’

Phenomenal
women’s...
Sports Minister RK Roja has said
that 'Aadudam Andhra’, the
biggest ever sports extravaganza
organised by the Andhra Pradesh
Government under the leadership
of CM Jagan Mohan Reddy,
entered its last leg on Friday. The
programme that started on
December 26, 2023, from mandal,
AC, and district level competitions,
is hosting the State-level matches.
The competitions are being held
across five events -- cricket,
badminton, volleyball, kho-kho,
and kabaddi. The minister wished
the best of luck to the finalists who
have made it to...
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Leaders from
across parties...
Leaders cutting across party lines
welcomed the announcement of
Bharat Ratna for P V Narasimha
Rao, Chaudhary Charan Singh and
M S Swaminathan on Friday and
said they deserved the honour.
Asked about the announcement,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said, "I see it positively. The truth is
that they should have been
honoured long ago but, for the
first time, a government has
thought about it." He said the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
always rises above party politics
while taking such...

Winteria festival to
debut in Noida...
From offering fun activities to
staging stand-up acts and plays, a
new festival "Winteria", starting
Saturday, promises to be a one-
stop-shop for wholesome
entertainment of adults and
children alike. The two-day festival,
scheduled to be held at Noida
Haat, Sector-32, will host a wide
array of activities, a vibrant
shopping zone along with
captivating shows and
performances. "As Indians are
getting more inclined towards
modernised and vibrant culture
and continuing to...

Iyer unlikely to be
picked for last...
Shreyas Iyer is unlikely to be
picked in the India squad for the
remainder of the Test series
against England after complaining
of stiffness in his back and groin.
Iyer has had recurring troubles
with his back and had also
undergone a surgery last year. The
29-year-old made 35, 13, 27, 29 in
the opening two Tests and was
guilty of not capitalising on starts.
“He has complained of stiffness
and back issue,” a BCCI source
told PTI. India are already reeling
with injuries to key players K L
Rahul and Ravindra...0
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant move aimed at
addressing pressing concerns of
Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy met with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at his
chambers in Parliament on Friday.
The discussion primarily revolved
around expediting various State-
related matters.

Highlighting the urgency, Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy
reminded the Prime Minister of the
Finance Ministry's agreement to

remove the expenditure ceiling on
the Polavaram Project and allocate
Rs 12,911 crore for its first phase
completion. He pressed for the
Cabinet's swift approval on the
pending issues.

The Chief Minister emphasised
the need for the immediate release
of Rs 17,144 crore for the speedy
completion of the project's first
phase, which is currently awaiting
approval from the Jal Shakti
Ministry.

CM urges PM Modi to
expedite State issues
Seeks Rs 17,144 cr for completion

of first phase Polavaram project

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Election Commission on
Friday said nearly 97 crore
Indians will be eligible to vote
in this year's Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

It also said over two crore
young electors in age group of
18 to 29 years have been added
in the voters' list.

There has been a six per cent
increase in registered voters
from 2019, when the last Lok
Sabha polls were held.

"The largest electorate in the
world -– 96.88 crore are regis-
tered to vote for the forthcom-

ing General Elections in India,"
the EC said. The gender ratio
has increased from 940 in 2023
to 948 in 2024, the poll panel
said.

The Commission has put spe-
cial emphasis on purity and
health of the electoral roll along
with disclosures and trans-
parency in the revision of elec-
toral rolls, an official pointed
out .  Chief  Elect ion
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar had
explained at a press conference
in Pune the various tasks
involved in revision of electoral
rolls along with participation of
political parties at every stage.

PNS n NEW DELHI

In India, an estimated 3.4 crore
older adults, aged 60 years and
above, are living with mild cogni-
tive impairment, affecting their
daily lives and activities in some
manner, new research has found.

It estimated that 2.4 crore and
almost 1 crore older adults are liv-
ing with mild and major neu-
rocognitive disorders, respectively,
impairing faculties like memory,
attention, executive function and
language, and signifying potential
dementia.

Using survey data from nation-
ally representative sample of
adults in India, researchers found
a higher prevalence of these disor-
ders in the older ones (over 80
years old) and in those with lower
levels of education. Prevalence in
women and men was found to be
comparable and almost equal.

The team also found the preva-
lence to be higher in rural-living
older adults than urban ones, and
more in the illiterate than the lit-
erate. About 13.4 crore adults in
India are estimated to be aged 60
years and above, and are projected
to constitute 20 per cent of the
population by 2050, they said.

For the study, the international
team of researchers, led by Johns
Hopkins University, US, and includ-
ing those at St. John's Medical
College, Bengaluru, Karnataka,
recruited almost 4,100 participants
residing in 18 geographically and
linguistically diverse states such as
Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Delhi,
West Bengal, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, among oth-
ers. The majority of the group was
aged 60-79 years. 

This study is called the LASI-
DAD, Harmonized Diagnostic
Assessment of Dementia for the

Longitudinal Aging Study in India,
and the participants were recruited
from the main LASI. They collec-
tively represented 91 per cent of the
population, the researchers said in
their study published in the journal
PLoS ONE.

"We are aware of no previous
Indian population-representative
estimates of mild cognitive impair-

ment, a group which will be
increasingly important in coming
years to identify for potential thera-
peutic treatment," the authors
wrote. For their analysis, the
researchers relied on the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM-5), a widely recog-
nised clinical diagnostic authority.
It recognises that dementia typically
involves cognitive decline severe
enough to interfere with one's daily
functioning, they explained.

The DSM-5 diagnostic criteria
for neurocognitive disorder entails
documentation of cognitive
decline and assessing how inde-
pendent an individual performs
their everyday activities. The crite-
ria also describes exclusionary
conditions, based on which the
researchers excluded participants
with active delirium, schizophre-
nia, history of stroke, and major
depression, all of which were

ascertained through interviews.
Upon analysing all the data, the

researchers found that the popula-
tion prevalence of DSM-5 mild
and major neurocognitive disor-
der was 17.6 per cent and 7.2 per
cent, respectively. They also found
that the prevalence of major neu-
rocognitive disorder was greater
with older ages - from about 4 per
cent among those aged 60-64 years
to 15.2 per cent among those aged
over 80 years. Among the partici-
pant sample, the team found that
12 per cent reported severe loss in
at least one ADL (activities of daily
living) and 8.5 per cent reported
impairment in any IADL (instru-
mental activities of daily living). 

Major neurocognitive disorder
was more prevalent among illiter-
ate (9.3 per cent) than literate (5
per cent) and rural (10.3 per cent)
than urban (4.9 per cent) partici-
pants, they found.

India has nearly 97 cr
voters now, says EC

3.4 cr older Indians living with mild cognitive disorders

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Governor S Abdul Nazeer of
Andhra Pradesh has expressed
profound happiness over the
announcement by the
Government of India bestowing
the prestigious Bharat Ratna, the
nation’s highest civilian award,
upon three eminent figures who
have significantly contributed to
India's progress and welfare.

In particular, Governor Nazeer
commended the decision to hon-
our the late PV Narasimha Rao,
a distinguished scholar and
statesman, widely regarded as the

pride of the Telugu people. Rao's
illustrious career, including his
tenure as Chief Minister of com-
bined Andhra Pradesh, show-
cased visionary leadership that

laid a robust foundation for
India's economic liberalisation,
growth, and prosperity.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

APCC president YS Sharmila contin-
ued her criticism of Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy and
former chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu, alleging
that despite the significant
injustices suffered by Andhra
Pradesh under BJP rule,
both leaders are actively
seeking alignment with
the same party.

Speaking at a pub-
lic gathering in Tuni
on Friday, Sharmila

condemned the failure of both
leaders to demand the fulfilment of
provisions outlined in the
Reorganisation Act from the BJP-led

Centre. Instead, she accused them
of prioritizing personal interests
and seeking favour with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his

party. Sharmila also aimed at
Minister Dadishetti Raja,

accusing him of involve-
ment in illegal activities
such as the sale of
gutka, liquor, and
gambling. 

Continued oon PPage 22

Jagan Mohan
Reddy seeks the

release of Rs 7,230
crore in arrears by

the Telangana
government to

APGENCO for the
power supplied

between 
2014 and 2017.

The CM urged the Prime
Minister to grant
Special Status to
Andhra Pradesh,
stressing its
significance in
attracting investments
for industrial
development and
enhancing employment
opportunities.

Jagan proposed the extension of the Visakhapatnam-Kurnool high-speed corridor to
Bangalore via Kadapa, advocating for the establishment of a new railway line connecting

several key locations to improve connectivity in the Rayalaseema region -- The Chief
Minister urged the PM to approve the Visakha Metro Rail Project, stressing its 

importance in enhancing urban transportation infrastructure.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Supreme Court quashed the
controversial judgment given by
Justice Rakesh Kumar when he was
a judge in the AP High Court.
Justice Rakesh Kumar deliv-
ered a judgment on
December 31, 2020, criti-
cizing the Andhra Pradesh
government and Chief
Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy by
including his com-
ments in the judg-
ment.

The then AP gov-
ernment challenged

the judgment given by Justice
Rakesh Kumar in the Supreme
Court, and the petition was heard by
a bench of Justice Bela Trivedi and
Justice Pankaj Mittal. Senior advo-

cates Abhishek Singhvi and
Niranjan Reddy argued on

behalf of the AP govern-
ment. Justice Rakesh who
was High Court judge

found fault with the
Supreme Court

Collegium. The transfer
of the two judges was
described as an attack

on the High Court.
The Supreme Court
has severely criticized

the behaviour of Justice Rakesh. As
a High Court judge, he cannot
exercise his discretionary power at
will and should not disturb the sys-
tems.

The Supreme Court strongly
objected that Rakesh Kumar, who
was a judge of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court, who is responsible for
protecting the fundamental rights of
the citizens, had complicated that
responsibility by his actions.
Regrettably, Rakesh Kumar did not
realize that he was also in a consti-
tutional post as a High Court judge
before he went astray to the Supreme
Court collegium.

Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Senior Congress leader KVP
Ramachandra Rao has criticised
TDP chief N Chandrababu Naidu's
political manoeuvres, drawing
parallels between him and Nitish
Kumar for their reliance on
alliances during elections.

Speaking to the media on
Friday, KVP recounted instances
where Naidu's actions turned
violent, including pelting stones
and eggs at Rahul Gandhi's con-
voy during a visit to Guntur and
directing hostility towards Amit
Shah in Tirupati.

"Chandrababu fancies him-
self a political tactician, yet his
track record is riddled with con-
tentious moves," remarked KVP.
"What were the objectives behind
his actions in 2019? What tangi-
ble outcomes emerged from the
Dharmaporata Deeksha at AP
Bhavan? Why the rejection of
special status in favour of a con-
solidated package? These ques-
tions remain unanswered amidst
his celebratory gestures."

Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n NEW DELHI

Former prime ministers P V
Narasimha Rao and Chaudhary
Charan Singh as well as agriculture
scientist M S Swaminathan will be
honoured with the Bharat Ratna,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced on Friday. The govern-
ment had earlier announced the
country's highest civilian honour for
L K Advani and Karpoori Thakur.

"Narasimha Rao steered India
through critical transformations and

also enriched its cultural and intel-
lectual heritage," Modi said on X.

Rao's visionary leadership, Modi
said, was instrumental in making

India economically advanced and laid
a solid foundation for its prosperity,
growth. "Bharat Ratna to Charan
Singh dedicated to his incomparable
contribution to country," the prime
minister said.

"Swaminathan made monumental
contributions to country in agricul-
ture and farmers’ welfare," Modi said.

He played a pivotal role in helping
India achieve self-reliance in agricul-
ture and made outstanding efforts in
modernising it, the prime minister
said.

Bharat Ratna for PV Narasimha Rao,
Charan Singh and M S Swaminathan 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The decision to award Bharat
Ratna to former prime ministers P
V Narasimha Rao and Charan
Singh and green revolution pioneer
M S Swaminathan has taken the
number of recipients of the coun-
try's highest civilian award to 53,
five of them within 2024, maxi-
mum in a year so far.

Till now, the maximum Bharat
Ratna's were awarded in 1999
when four recipients were given the
coveted award.

Former prime ministers P V
Narasimha Rao, whose liberalisa-
tion policies revolutionised the
economy, and Charan Singh, a
champion of farmers' cause, and
green revolution pioneer M S
Swaminathan will be conferred
Bharat Ratna, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced on
Friday.

Singh, a Jat leader from western
Uttar Pradesh, was one of the pio-
neers of the anti-Congress politics
at a time when the Congress was
the hegemonic political force. Rao,
a Telugu, is widely recognised for
ushering in economic reforms.

Continued oon PPage 22

Maximum Bharat
Ratnas in a year so far

Rao's visionary leadership,

Modi said, was instrumental in

making India economically

advanced and laid a 

solid foundation for its 

prosperity, growth

Guv, CM, Naidu hail Bharat Ratna to PV

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Reports from the national capital sug-
gest that there won't be any early elec-
tions for either the Lok Sabha or the
state assemblies, including Andhra
Pradesh. This stands in contrast to
previous speculations indicating that
the Election Commission might
unveil the election schedule by the
end of February, aiming for elections
in late March or early April.

In 2019, the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) announced the
election schedule on March 10, with
voting taking place from April 11 to
May 13. This time around, it was antic-
ipated that the schedule might be
revealed on or after February 20.
However, according to the latest
updates, the EC is planning to

announce the schedule for Lok Sabha
elections and assembly elections in five
states only in the second week of
March, similar to the timeline followed
during the 2019 general elections.

The Election Commission's team is
yet to visit several other states to assess
the preparedness of the respective gov-
ernments for the elections. The sched-
uled visits include Odisha from February
15 to 17, followed by Bihar, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh.

"The EC's inspection tours will
extend until the first week of March.
Consequently, the notification is
anticipated to be issued only in the
second week of March, likely after the
10. Thus, the possibility of holding
early elections in Andhra Pradesh or
elsewhere seems remote," sources
stated.

KVP launches a
tirade against Naidu

Apex court cancels controversial orders
given by then Justice Rakesh Kumar 

Election schedule likely in March 2nd week

Jagan, Naidu pandering to
BJP govt at Centre: Sharmila
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ALMANAC

Updated: February 9, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly Sunny
Temp: 34oc

Humidity: 67%
Sunrise: 6:36 AM
Sunset: 6:08 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi: Pratipada: Feb 10 04:29 AM
to Feb 11 12:47 AM

Dwitiya: Feb 11 12:47 AM
to Feb 11 09:09 PM

Nakshatram: 
Dhanishta: Feb 09 11:29 PM

to Feb 10 08:33 PM
Shatabhisha: Feb 10 08:33 PM

to Feb 11 05:39 PM

Rahukalam: 9:39 AM to 11:05 AM

Yamagandam:  1:55 PM to 3:21 PM

Varjyam: 02:53 AM to 04:17 AM

Gulika: 6:49 AM to 8:14 AM

Amritakalam: 11:25 AM to 12:50 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:07 PM to 12:53 PM

T
he announcement on
Friday regarding award
of Bharat Ratna to for-

mer Prime Minister, favourite
son of Telangana, and the
architect of India's shift from
Nehruvian economics, PV
Narasimha Rao, in the back-
drop of the release of a White
Paper on the Indian economy
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday,
turned the nation's attention
once again to the perfor-
mance of Indian economy.

The Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government that ruled India
for a decade from 2004 to 2014
had several advantages. It had
a world-renowned Cambridge
and Oxford-educated econo-
mist as the Prime Minister.
Then PM Manmohan Singh
had not only a Doctorate
(PhD/DPhil) in Economics,
but also extensive experience
in the field as a Governor of
the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI), Deputy Chairman of
the Planning Commission and
as the Finance Minister under
PV Narasimha Rao, liberalis-
ing and globalising India's
economy. The UPA govern-
ment also had a Harvard-
educated Chidambaram as
the Finance Minister for more
than six of the 10 years.

The Congress-led UPA also
inherited a fast-growing econ-
omy (8.5% GDP growth rate
in 2003-04) with rapidly ris-
ing forex reserves (32.49 bn
US $ in 1998-99 to 112.29 bn
US $ in 2003-04), low infla-
tion (5.45% in 2003-04) and
low fiscal deficit (4.5% in
2003-04) from the Vajpayee
government.

Yet, despite these advan-
tages, within 10 years, by
2014, the Congress-led UPA
government had ruined the
Indian economy to such an
extent that Morgan Stanley
listed it among the "fragile
five" - one of the five

economies that were one
shock away from collapse.
High inflation reaching dou-
ble digits, high fiscal deficits,
weakening forex situation, a
banking sector riddled with
huge non-performing assets,
low capital expenditure,
crumbling infrastructure -
with 12 hours of average rural
power supply, for example,
opaque decision-making, pol-
icy paralysis and huge scams
in almost every department
were the order of the day. No
wonder, during the 10 years of
the UPA government, the

Indian economy could scale
just two positions in global
rankings - from the 12th to
the 10th largest economy.

In contrast, the Indian
economy grew from the 10th
largest to the 5th largest glob-
ally since the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led NDA government
took over in 2014. It is the
world's fastest-growing large
economy today and is poised
to become the third-largest by
the decade's end. This rever-
sal of the Indian economy's
fortunes did not happen by
chance. Tough structural

reforms, coupled with effi-
cient decision-making and
corruption-free governance
by the Modi government,
powered this transformation.

GST (Goods and Services
Tax) to make India into a sin-
gle market, targeted and pil-
ferage-proof welfare expendi-
ture through DBTs (direct
benefit transfers) powered by

JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and
Mobile), heavy focus on Ease
of Doing Business (EoDB) by
eliminating and simplifying
outdated, redundant regula-
tions to reduce unnecessary
and cumbersome compliance
burden, making record allo-
cations year after year for
infrastructure - roads, rail-
ways, ports and airways,
transparent allocations of
resources like coal and tele-
com spectrum, opening up
every sector for private par-
ticipation - including strate-
gic sectors like defence, and
above all, not giving in to the
temptation of spending reck-
lessly on populist measures
fueled the turnaround.

While the policies, their
execution, and the outcomes
are easy to measure and com-
pare, understanding the moti-
vations and philosophies that
drive the two parties -
Congress and the BJP - and
their alliance partners is

essential to explain the differ-
ence in their performance.
Education, experience, effi-
ciency or differences in eco-
nomic dogmas play only a
minor role. The critical factor
is the raison d'etre (the reason
for being) or the rationale for
the existence of these two
national parties.

While the Congress start-
ed as a democratic organisa-
tion before India's
Independence, it degenerated
into a family party since then.
The very reason for its exis-
tence today is to gain power
for its first family - the mem-
bers of the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty. Even imposing a
national Emergency and
extinguishing fundamental
rights are par for the course
as long as it keeps the family
in power. Acquisition and
preservation of power in the
family's hands is the end goal
for the party. Manmohan
Singh's recourse to "coalition

compulsion" to explain the
corruption, scams and policy
paralysis during his term is
similar - it put the preserva-
tion of power over the coun-
try's interests. Even the com-
ing together of the INDI
alliance, a hotchpotch of
mostly family-owned and
incongruous parties that have
accused each other of corrup-
tion, venality and backstab-
bing, is driven by the same
end goal: power for them-
selves and their families.

On the other hand, "Nation
first, party next, self last" is the
motto of the BJP. The rise of
India's economy, unity and
global stature are the goals
that drive the party and its
leaders. Power is not the end
but only a means to achieve
these ends. Power as an end
versus power as a means to an
end makes all the difference.

(The author is BJP TS
spokesperson.)

KISHORE POREDDY

No wonder, during the 10 years of the UPA
government, the Indian economy could scale
just two positions in global rankings - from the
12th to the 10th largest economy.
In contrast, the Indian economy grew from the
10th largest to the 5th largest globally since
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led NDA
government took over in 2014. 

Power: is it the end or means for growth?

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Government of Andhra
Pradesh signed an MoU with
was signed between Leadership
for Equity (LFE), and Quest
Alliance (QA) under its Amazon
Future Engineer Program in
Andhra Pradesh in the presence
of key government dignitaries,
including the Commissioner of
School Education, Suresh
Kumar, State Project Director of
Samagra Shiksha, Srinivas Rao
and the Director of SCERT,
Prathap Reddy.

This MOU signifies the

launch of the Programme in
the state, beginning in the dis-
tricts of Srikakulam,
Vizianagaram, and
Visakhapatnam. The program
aims to empower 10,000 stu-

dents with computer science
education by the 2024-25 aca-
demic year, with a projected
impact on over 100,000 stu-
dents by 2026-27.

Srinivas Rao, State Project

Director, Samagra Shiksha,
Government of Andhra
Pradesh said, “Our collabora-
tion to expand the Amazon
Future Engineer Program
marks a significant step
towards revolutionizing our
education system. By integrat-
ing computer science teaching
excellence courses, we aim to
equip our students with essen-
tial skills for the digital age,
paving the way for a tech-savvy
future generation.” He added,
“Such private-public partner-
ships will build the future tech
talent pool in India.”

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Preparations are underway for
the highly anticipated Navy
Milan-2024, scheduled to take
place from February 19 to 27
in the city. This prestigious
event, held once every two
years in collaboration with
allied nations, promises a
vibrant display of naval
prowess and cultural exchange. 

Invitations have been dis-
patched to 60 countries, with
representatives from 50
nations confirming their par-
ticipation. The inaugural cer-
emony is slated for the 21st of
this month, to be hosted at the
Navy Maritime Auditorium,
marking the commencement
of a week-long celebration of
naval cooperation and cama-
raderie.

A highlight of the event will
be the International City
Parade, scheduled to grace
the picturesque RK Beach on
the 22nd. Dignitaries and navy
representatives from around

the globe will convene in a dis-
play of unity, showcasing the
rich tapestry of cultures
through traditional dances
and performances. To accom-
modate spectators, galleries
are being erected along the
beach road, ensuring an
immersive viewing experi-
ence.  The proceedings will
unfold in two phases, with the
first phase encompassing har-
bour manoeuvres, showcasing
the agility and precision of
naval vessels.

The second phase will see

a series of dynamic activities at
sea, highlighting the collabo-
rative efforts and maritime
expertise of participating
nations.

Navy Milan-2024 promises
to be a testament to interna-
tional cooperation and mar-
itime excellence, fostering
bonds of friendship and
understanding among nations
across the globe. Stay tuned for
comprehensive coverage of
this landmark event, symbol-
izing unity and solidarity on
the high seas.

Navy Milan-2024 from Feb 19 to 27

AP govt inks MoU with Amazon India

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Air Vice Marshal Manish
Kumar Gupta, Senior
Directing Staff of Delhi,
National Defence College,
lauded the welfare initia-
tives underway in Andhra
Pradesh.

Leading a team of approx-
imately 20 representatives
from the National Defense
College, Delhi, Air Vice
Marshal Manish Kumar
Gupta commended the gov-
ernment's efforts aimed at
uplifting the disadvantaged.
The visit included a meeting
with senior officials of the
state government at the
Velagapudi state secretariat
on Friday.

During the visit, Air Vice
Marshal Manish Kumar
Gupta highlighted the com-
prehensive nature of the
welfare and development
programmes across various
sectors such as education,
healthcare, women empow-

erment, and agriculture in
places like Visakhapatnam
and Araku. He praised
Andhra Pradesh for its
proactive approach, noting
that the State stood out
among others for its effective
implementation of welfare
schemes. Expressing grati-
tude for the support received
from the government
administration, Gupta
emphasised the importance
of such collaborative efforts.

Special Chief Secretary
Ajay Jain underscored the
government's steadfast com-
mitment to prioritizing edu-
cation, healthcare, and the
welfare of marginalised
groups. He outlined the
State's focus on enhancing

primary education and
improving educational and
medical infrastructure,
alongside the successful
implementation of innova-
tive programs for the welfare
of the underprivileged.

Education Principal
Secretary Praveen Prakash
provided insights into the
government's initiatives for
the development of the edu-
cation sector through a
detailed presentation. He
highlighted recent efforts to
bolster educational infra-
structure, promote English
education, facilitate IB joint
certification, enhance digital
infrastructure, and boost the
Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER).

Air vice chief lauds AP's
welfare schemes
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A training programme was
held at the State Secretariat on
Friday for the nodal officers
and technical assistants of
EVMs of all the districts across
the state on the management
of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVM Management System-
EMS 2.0) in the wake of the
upcoming general elections
2024 in the state. Nodal
Officers and Technical
Assistants from Union
Territories of Ladakh,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry,
Chandigarh along with Bihar
and Goa participated in this
training programme virtually.

In this training programme
organized under the auspices
of the Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer of AP,
Additional CEO MN
Harendhira Prasad, ECIL team
of officers from Hyderabad
participated and provided

comprehensive understanding
to the nodal officers and tech-
nical assistants on the manage-
ment of EVMs. During the
training programme, the issues
related to how to deal with
common and technical prob-
lems with EVMs immediately
were explained in this training
programme. How to safeguard
the EVMs before and after
elections and how to move
them during elections, first-
level inspection and commis-
sioning of EVMs along with

first and second randomisa-
tion, malfunctioning EVMs
were also explained. Training
was given on various topics
such as how to repair them,
and how to use them on
Election Day and counting
day.

Hyderabad ECIL Senior
DGM AP Raju, Technical
Manager M Shankar, Engineer
CG Adhitya and other officers
of the State Chief Electoral
Officer's office participated in
this training programme.

Training offered to EVM
technical assistants

Jagan, Naidu...
Continued from Page 1

Criticizing the YSRCP leadership
for neglecting essential infrastruc-
ture projects like the construction
of a retaining wall along the
Tandava River, she highlighted
their misplaced priorities.

"Jagan Mohan Reddy has left the
state without a designated capital by
proposing three capitals, while
Naidu merely showcased capital
plans through 3D graphics,"
Sharmila remarked, ridiculing the
lack of concrete action from both
leaders. 

She further criticised Naidu's
decades-long political career, not-
ing the absence of significant
accomplishments for the state
despite his experience.

Expressing disappointment at
the failure of both Jagan Reddy and
Naidu to address the injustices
faced by Andhra Pradesh under BJP
governance, Sharmila slammed
their inability to advocate effective-
ly for the state's interests.

Continued from Page 1

Another critical concern raised by
Jagan Mohan Reddy was the release of Rs
7,230 crore in arrears by the Telangana
government to APGENCO for the power
supplied between 2014 and 2017.

Furthermore, the Chief Minister urged
the Prime Minister to grant Special Status
to Andhra Pradesh, stressing its signifi-
cance in attracting investments for indus-
trial development and enhancing employ-
ment opportunities.

In addition, the Chief Minister sought
financial assistance from the Centre for the
17 new medical colleges, five of which
have already commenced classes, while the
rest are still under construction.

The development agenda also included

a plea for necessary funds for the con-
struction of a 55-km six-lane highway
connecting Visakhapatnam City with
Bhogapuram International Airport, facil-
itating better connectivity and infrastruc-
ture.

Addressing connectivity concerns, Jagan
Mohan Reddy proposed the extension of
the Visakhapatnam-Kurnool high-speed
corridor to Bangalore via Kadapa, advo-
cating for the establishment of a new rail-
way line connecting several key locations
to improve connectivity in the
Rayalaseema region.

The Chief Minister urged for the swift
approval of the Visakha Metro Rail
Project, stressing its importance in
enhancing urban transportation infra-
structure.

CM urges PM Modi to...

Continued from Page 1

Renowned Indian agricul-
tural scientist Swaminathan
was instrumental in develop-
ing high-yielding varieties of
wheat and rice, which signif-
icantly increased food grain
production across India dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s. He
is credited with helping India
achieve self-reliance in agri-
culture during challenging
times and made outstanding
efforts towards modernising
Indian agriculture.

The last Bharat Ratna award
was conferred upon Pranab
Mukherjee in 2019 and was
posthumously awarded to
Bhupendra Kumar Hazarika
and Nanaji Deshmukh. The
award was not given to anyone
between 2020 and 2023.

The Government of India
had instituted two civilian
awards - Bharat Ratna and
Padma Vibhushan - in 1954.
The latter had three classes
namely Pahela Varg, Dusra
Varg and Tisra Varg. These
were subsequently renamed as
Padma Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Shri
through a presidential notifi-
cation on January 8, 1955.

The Bharat Ratna is the

highest civilian award of the
country. It is awarded in
recognition of exceptional
service or performance of the
highest order in any field of
human endeavour. It is treat-
ed on a different footing from
Padma awards.

The recommendations for
Bharat Ratna are made by the
prime minister to the presi-
dent. No formal recommen-
dations for Bharat Ratna are
necessary.

It was given to three per-
sons in a year on several
occasions, including in 2019,
1997, 1992, 1991, 1955 and
1954.

On several occasions it was
given to two persons includ-
ing in 2015, 2014, 2001, 1998,
1990, 1963 and 1961, while
there have also been years
when the award was not con-
ferred on anyone.

In the first year, the covet-
ed award was conferred upon
C Rajagopalachari, Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan and
Chandrasekhara Venkata
Raman.

Those conferred with this
award in the past include
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajendra
Prasad, Zakir Hussain, Lal
Bahadur Shastri, Abul Kalam

Azad, Indira Gandhi, K
Kamraj,  Mother Teresa,
Vinoba Bhave, M G
Ramachandran, B R
Ambedkar, Nelson Mandela,
Rajiv Gandhi, Vallabhbhai
Patel, Morarji Desai, Satyajit
Ray, A P J Abdul Kalam,
Jayaprakash Narayan,
Amartya Sen, Sachin
Tendulkar, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Madan Mohan
Malaviya.

The other recipients are
Bhagwan Das, M
Visvesvaraya, Govind Ballabh
Pant, Dhondo Keshav Karve,
Bidhan Chandra Roy,
Purshottam Das Tandon,
Pandurang Vaman Kane,
Varahgiri Venkata Giri, Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan, Jahangir
Ratanji Dadabhai Tata,
Gulzarilal Nanda, Bismillah
Khan, M Subbulakshmi,
Gopinath Bordoloi, Pandit
Ravi Shankar, C N R Rao,
Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi, Lata
Mangeshkar, Chidambaram
Subramaniam and Aruna Asaf
Ali.

On conferment of the
award, the recipient receives a
Sanad (certificate) signed by
the President and a medallion.
The award does not carry
any monetary grant.

Maximum Bharat Ratnas...Apex court...
Continued from Page 1

Justice Rakesh Kumar, who
was a member of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal NCLAT, recently
resigned from the post after
the Supreme Court strongly
criticized his conduct. Rakesh
Kumar tried to set aside the
Supreme Court orders in the
Finolex Cables case. Earlier,
when he was a judge of the
Patna High Court, he was
criticized for making baseless
allegations that the entire
court was corrupt.

KVP launches...
Continued from Page 1

Continuing his tirade, KVP
highlighted Naidu's attempts to
involve himself in matters con-
cerning the Modi family,
resulting in Modi's avoidance
of direct interactions and redi-
rection to other party leaders
like Amit Shah and JP Nadda.
"When faced with uncertain-
ties about his party's prospects,
Chandrababu hastily seeks
alliances, all while citing state
interests," added KVP. "He
owes the people of Andhra
Pradesh a transparent account
of his frequent visits to Delhi."

Continued from Page 1

Furthermore, Governor
Abdul Nazeer extends his heart-
felt congratulations on the
posthumous conferral of the
Bharat Ratna upon former
Prime Minister Charan Singh ji,
a relentless advocate for farmers'
rights and welfare, and Dr MS
Swaminathan ji, acclaimed as
the Father of the Green
Revolution. Their remarkable
contributions to the agricultur-
al sector and the nation's self-
reliance in agriculture are duly
recognized and celebrated.

Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy expressed his
delight at PV Narasimha Rao's
deserving recognition with the
Bharat Ratna. He underscored
the honour as a moment of pride
for all Telugu-speaking people,
acknowledging Rao's outstand-
ing political acumen and moral
integrity. Likewise, TDP chief
Chandrababu Naidu extended
his congratulations to PV
Narasimha Rao on this esteemed
recognition. He took to social
media platform X to express his
pride, emphasising the signifi-
cance of this honor for the
Telugu community worldwide.

Guv, CM, Naidu...
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MT Krishnababu, Special Chief
Secretary, Medical and Health
Department, clarified that pub-
lic health is linked with environ-
mental protection. He delivered
the keynote address as the
chief guest at the Multi
Stakeholders Sensitisation
Workshop for One Health
Action Plan for Andhra
Pradesh, held in Vijayawada on
Friday. On the occasion, he said
the attendees reflected a com-
mitment to addressing the
complex health challenges we
face through a combination of
mindsets, skills, and a collabo-
rative, multi-sectoral approach.

The workshop was organised
by the Department of Health
and Family Welfare, in collabo-
ration with the Centre for One
Health, National Centre for
Disease Control, Government of
India, supported by the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID)-spon-
sored Reaching Impact.

Workshop on ‘One
Health’ action plan held 
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The three-day centenary
Gunadala Mary Matha festival
got off to a colourful start on the
premises of Bishop Grassi High
School grounds on Friday. The
Holy Mass was offered by
Vijayawada Catholic Diocese
Bishop Rev T Joseph Rajarao,
along with Mosignore Muvvala
Prasad, Vicar General Rev Fr M
Gabriel, Recter Yeleti William
Jayaraju Swamy, Fr Tota Sunil
Raju and several other priests.

On the occasion, the Bishop
said that the centenary celebra-
tions began in September 2023.
The statue of Lurth Mary was
carried in a procession across
various towns and villages of
erstwhile Krishna district for
around six months. It is not an
exaggeration to say that every-
one in the country knows about
Gunadala Mary Matha and all
the devotees who visit the shrine
feel the divine blessing and
happiness, he said.

Along with Fr Thoppil
Mathew, Fr Boddu
Anandababu, Fr Dasi Suresh,
and Fr Mandapati Louis Raju,
who are celebrating golden
jubilee of priesthood, the Bishop
offered the Holy Mass.

Earlier in the day, the statue
of Lurth Mary was carried in a
procession in the streets of
Gunadala before being brought
to the dias set up on the premis-
es of Bishop Grassi High School.

The priests were honoured by
Bishop Rajarao, Vicar General
Gabriel, Monsignor M Prasad,
and Rector Jayaraju Swamy.

Vijayawada Daises

Monsignor Muvvala Prasad said
that all arrangements have been
made for the lakhs of devotees
visiting the shrine from various
places across Andhra Pradesh
and neighboring States. He
wished that all those who visit
the shrine will be showered with
Mother Mary’s blessings.

Nuns, priests, deacons, broth-
ers, and seminary and convent
students from across Andhra
Pradesh and neighbouring
States attended the prayers.
Cultural programmes and
prayer meetings are being
organised on the Grassi High
School grounds on all three

days.
Meanwhile, devotees in large

numbers thronged the
Gunadala Matha church at the
foot of the hill. Many reached
the grotto located in the middle
of the way up to the summit.
Footfall is expected to increase
on Friday and Saturday.

Arrangements are being
made for drinking water, sani-
tation etc. with the help of
VMC, Sanitation, Drinking
Water, Engineering, Medical,
Revenue and Electricity depart-
ment officials. Traffic restric-
tions have been imposed on
Eluru Road.
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‘Adudam Andhra’ State-level
sports competitions com-
menced with great fervour in
Visakhapatnam on Friday. State
Tourism, Youth Services, and
Sports Minister R.K. Roja,
inaugurated the event.

The inaugural ceremony
witnessed the presence of dig-
nitaries including Sports
Authority of Andhra Pradesh
(SAAP) Chairman Baireddy
Siddhartha Reddy, Principal
Secretary Pradyumna, SAP
MD Dhyan Chandra, District
Collector Dr. A. Mallikharjuna,
along with several other
esteemed political figures and
officials. The event com-
menced with the unveiling of
the national flag and the SAAP
flag, followed by a ceremonial
salute.

A special announcement
prepared by SAAP officials
highlighted the significance of
the State-level sports competi-
tions. The inauguration fea-
tured the introduction of ath-
letes hailing from 26 districts,
fostering a sense of cama-
raderie and competition
among participants.
Addressing the gathering,

Minister Roja encouraged play-
ers to strive for excellence,
underscoring the government's
unwavering support for the
sports sector. Roja emphasised
the importance of dedication
and perseverance, urging ath-
letes to relentlessly pursue their
goals.

Baireddy Siddhartha Reddy
echoed similar sentiments,
advising athletes to embrace
the spirit of competition and
resilience. He emphasised the
role of hard work in achieving
success, highlighting the plat-
form provided by the govern-

ment as a gateway to a promis-
ing future. State Principal
Secretary Pradyumna stressed
the significance of discipline
and fair play, urging athletes to
uphold the spirit of sportsman-
ship throughout the competi-
tions. He emphasised the
importance of respecting the
decisions of umpires and con-
ducting games with integrity.

SAP MD Dhyan Chandra
provided insights into the
extensive efforts undertaken by
the State government to pro-
mote sports talent, allocating
significant funds towards the

initiative. He highlighted the
massive participation in the
games, showcasing the enthu-
siasm and dedication of ath-
letes.

District Collector Dr A.
Mallikarjuna expressed grati-
tude for Visakhapatnam's role
as the venue for the prestigious
State-level sports competitions,
encouraging athletes to seize
the opportunity and strive for
excellence. 

The event witnessed the
participation of numerous
political figures, officials, and
sports enthusiasts.

‘Adudam Andhra’ competitions kick off

New lease of life for
uterine cancer patient 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant achievement in
the field of oncology, the
American Oncology Institute
(AOI) achieved the successful
treatment of a rare case of
uterine leiomyosarcoma, a
malignancy accounting for
less than 5% of uterine can-
cers.

A 42-year-old female, pre-
sented with abdominal disten-
sion and pain persisting for a
month. Upon evalua-
tion, an MRI
revealed a sizable
20 x 19 cm
mass originat-
ing from the
uterus, dis-
playing high
vascularity.
Biopsy results
c o n f i r m e d
leiomyosarcoma
of the uterus.
Complicating the sce-
nario, the patient had suffered
a left femur fracture due to a
fall at home, leading to a left
hemiarthroplasty.

Managing this patient
proved challenging, consider-
ing the performance status of
2 post-LEFT HEMIARTHRO-
PLASTY with leucocytosis,
hypoalbuminemia, anaemia,
and electrolyte imbalances.
The skilled team at AOI

Mangalagiri, led by Dr
Sreekanth & Dr Kalyan recog-
nised the complexity of the
case and initiated compre-
hensive preoperative optimiza-
tion.

Dr Kalyan, a Surgical
Oncologist expressed, "The
successful management of
uterine leiomyosarcoma in
this high-risk patient exempli-
fies our commitment to pro-
viding innovative and per-
sonalized care. The use of

preoperative angioem-
bolization, coupled

with meticulous
preoperat ive
and postoper-
ative care,
allowed us to
address the
complexities
of this case

effectively."
M a h e n d r a

Reddy, Regional
Chief Operating

Officer (RCOO) of AOI,
emphasized, "We are proud to
be at the forefront of deliver-
ing exceptional oncological
solutions. This successful case
is a testament to our team's
expertise, innovation, and
commitment to improving
patient outcomes. We remain
steadfast in our mission to
provide cutting-edge care to
our community."
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The Andhra Pradesh State Skill
Development Corporation
(APSSDC), in partnership with
APAC News Network, hosted
the National Skill Conclave
here on Friday, by bringing
together key stakeholders from
the government, industry, and
academia to deliberate on strate-
gies, foster collaboration, share
industry insights, discuss poli-
cies, and showcase innovative
technologies aimed at enhanc-
ing skill development initiatives.
A total of 194 participants, rep-
resenting industries, academia,
and government officials from
Andhra Pradesh, actively
engaged in the conclave.

The chief guest, Minister for
Finance Buggana Rajendranath,
highlighted the precision of
skill development programmes
in countries like South Korea
and Germany. He unveiled the
logo for the Cascading Skills
Paradigm named 'Bhavitha',
and launched the newsletter
'newSKILL'. Dr. V Vinod
Kumar, MD and CEO of APSS-
DC, delivered the welcome
address, highlighting the indus-
trial and labour force scenario
in Andhra Pradesh. He elabo-
rated on various initiatives
undertaken by the AP govern-
ment to bolster skill develop-
ment activities.

S. Suresh Kumar set the con-
text by underscoring the impor-
tance of industry-academia-
government collaboration in
enhancing the efficiency of the
Skill Development ecosystem.
He echoed the sentiment of
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, emphasising that skilling
is not merely about employ-
ment, but an opportunity to
transform lives.

Delivering a special address,
Commissioner of Police Dr.
Ravishankar Ayyanar stressed

the significance of skill develop-
ment among police personnel,
particularly in combating mod-
ern crimes like cybercrime,
expressing interest in collaborat-
ing with APSSDC for skill
upgrades. Several
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) were
signed between the
Government of Andhra
Pradesh and various organisa-
tions including Arizona State
University, Thunderbird Global
Management, TrustedJobs,
Tatvik Ayurveda, TNAI, GUVI,
and RCPSDC.

Moreover, APSSDC present-
ed 13 awards in different cate-
gories recognising entities like
KIA India Pvt Ltd, Wadhwani
Foundation, and Schneider
Electric for their contributions.
Panel discussions ensued on
various pertinent topics such as
‘Skill Development Efforts by
Governments in Collaboration
with Industry’, ‘Evolution of
Talent Market in the Digital
Age’, and ‘Transforming
Education Ecosystem to
Address Industry Challenges’. 

The National Skill Conclave
stands as a testament to the con-
certed efforts towards fostering
a skilled and employable work-
force, thereby contributing to
the socio-economic develop-
ment of Andhra Pradesh and
beyond.

National Skill Conclave brings
together govt, industry, academia

Gunadala Mary Matha Festival
begins on a grand note  
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NTR district Police
Commissioner Kanti Rana
Tata has been personally
inspecting the security
arrangements to ensure that
there is no untoward incident
as part of the three-day
Gunadala Mary Mata festival
that commenced on Friday.

On this occasion, Kanti
Rana Tata said that police per-
sonnel have been deployed
for three days for the Gunadala
Mary Mata feast from
February 9 to 11. He said that
a tight security arrangement
has been made with 1500
police officers and personnel
under the supervision of IPS
officers. In addition to
installing CC cameras at all
important places, moving par-
ties have been arranged and

proper precautions will be
taken to prevent a rush of
devotees.

Later, the City Police
Commissioner visited all the
roads leading to the Gunadala
Temple and gave appropriate
instructions regarding the
arrangement of parking and
traffic without interruption

anywhere.
DCP Krishna Kant Patil,

Rural Deputy Police
Commissioner K Srinivasa
Rao, Central ACP Bhaskara
Rao, Machavaram Inspector
Gunaram, Traffic Officers,
Staff and Mary Mata Temple
Managers were also present.

Tight security at shrine

VIZAG BOLSTERS ROAD SAFETY
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Visakhapatnam, a city steeped
in history, is home to ancient
cemeteries at Jagadamba and
One Town, yet these sites lan-
guish in a state of neglect, call-
ing out for urgent restoration
efforts. Dating back to 1833
and 1880, respectively, these
silent sentinels of the past
stand neglected, their weath-
ered headstones and over-
grown paths bearing witness to
the passage of time without due
care.

Edward Paul, member of
INTACH, emphasises the crucial
role these cemeteries play in pre-
serving the city's rich cultural
tapestry. "They are not merely
burial grounds," he highlights,

"but repositories of stories,
reflecting the diverse communi-
ties that shaped Visakhapatnam's
history." However, the last buri-
als at these sites occurred in 1833
(One Town) and 1880
(Jagadamba), underscoring the
urgent need for intervention
before further deterioration
erodes their historical signifi-
cance.

Despite commendable
efforts by INTACH, NGOs,
and even students to clean
and maintain the cemeteries,
progress has been hampered by
a significant lack of funding.
The Waltair Cemetery Board,

responsible for their upkeep,
expresses its limitations
through its president, George
Cheedi. "Financial constraints
make it increasingly difficult to
maintain these historical sites,"

he laments, urging the govern-
ment to extend support
through land allocation and
dedicated restoration funds.

The stark contrast between
these neglected sites and the

well-maintained Waltair
Cemetery, which benefits from
financial contributions and
assistance from the Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation, further accentu-
ates the need for action. Cheedi
proposes alternative land use
solutions and reiterates the
immediate need for funding to
initiate restoration efforts.

As the voices advocating for
the preservation of
Visakhapatnam's heritage grow
louder, the urgency to salvage
these neglected cemeteries
becomes ever more critical.
The onus lies on the authori-
ties to recognise their cultural
significance and take concrete
steps to restore them to their
former glory. 

Neglected cemeteries of Vizag cry for restoration
Maintenance hampered by lack of funding
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Visakhapatnam took a significant step
towards enhancing road safety and securi-
ty with the inauguration of a new fleet of
32 motorcycles and one crane vehicle.
Funded through the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative of
Arcelor Mittal Nippon Steel India
(AMNS India), the event sym-
bolised a pivotal moment in
the city's efforts to minimise
road accidents and ensure
public safety.

Highlighting the district's
commitment to road safety,
Dr. Mallikarjuna emphasised
the allocation of ?30 crore
towards preventive measures and
traffic management. He commended the
collaborative efforts of the police and dis-
trict administration, resulting in a signifi-
cant reduction in road accidents and cyber-
crimes compared to previous years. Notably,
Visakhapatnam secured the top position in

the State for exemplary per-
formance in road accident

prevention in 2023.
Dr. Mallikarjuna also

acknowledged the critical role of
CSR funds, citing initiatives like

installing solar panels in prominent hos-
pitals and supporting children's hostels. He
expressed gratitude to AMNS India and its
Executive Director, Rabindranath, for their
contributions to road safety and commu-
nity welfare. Officials from various depart-

ments, including Civil, Traffic, GVMC,
R&B, NH, and VMRDA, outlined their
strategic approach to addressing identified
issues. This includes joint inspections,
ongoing infrastructure projects, and key
road expansion works with an investment
of ?150 crore.

Police Commissioner Dr. A. Ravi Shankar
reiterated the commitment to enforcing traf-
fic regulations and preventing accidents. He
stressed the importance of public cooper-
ation in maintaining road discipline and
highlighted the advanced features of the
newly acquired vehicles, designed to
enhance response capabilities and reduce
incidents.

Rabindranath, Executive Director of
AMNS India, affirmed the organisation's
unwavering commitment to road safety ini-
tiatives and pledged continued assistance in
the fight against road accidents. The acqui-
sition of vehicles through CSR funding sig-
nifies a collaborative effort towards foster-
ing a safer and more secure environment
for Visakhapatnam residents. 
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King George Hospital (KGH), a
leading healthcare provider in
Visakhapatnam, has taken a
significant step towards sustain-
ability by harnessing the power
of solar energy. The installation
of 390 KV solar panels on its
rooftops has resulted in a
remarkable Rs 5 lakh reduction
in monthly electricity bills,
translating to annual savings of
approximately Rs 60 lakh.
Previously burdened by a hefty
monthly electricity bill of Rs 45
lakh to power its extensive
operations across over 30 med-
ical disciplines, 1,152 wards
across 50 buildings, and round-
the-clock services, KGH sought
a sustainable solution.

The initial phase began with
a 120 KV solar panel installation
funded by RSR Mittal compa-

ny's CSR initiative, amounting
to Rs 80 lakh. Recognising the
potential, the government inter-
vened, installing an additional
270 KV panels, bringing the
total capacity to 390 KV. "This
initiative has yielded significant
cost savings, with an estimated
reduction of Rs 4-5 lakh in elec-
tricity bills per month," stated

Srinivasa Kumar,
Assistant Director of
KGH. "We plan to further
expand our solar capacity by 120
KV under the Nadu-Nedu
scheme."

Dr. Ashok Kumar,
Superintendent of KGH,
expressed gratitude to potential
donors and emphasised how the

saved funds directly contribute
to enhancing patient care and
fulfilling various hospital
requirements. Looking ahead,
KGH projects an annual surplus
of Rs 60 lakh, which will be
strategically allocated towards

departmental infrastructure
upgrades and procuring

essential equipment.
Currently, solar panels
power the super spe-
cialty and CSR blocks,
with plans to expand

coverage to the KGH
Medical College centenary

building and the AMC build-
ing.

KGH's embrace of solar ener-
gy exemplifies how healthcare
institutions can effectively inte-
grate sustainability into their
operations while ensuring qual-
ity and affordable healthcare
delivery. 

Paving the way for sustainable healthcare

Installation
of 390 KV solar

panels helps KGH
save Rs 5L in

monthly electricity
bills

Rs 30 crore
allocated towards

preventive measures
and traffic

management
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Candidates for teaching posi-
tions across various districts
have voiced their discontent
over the government's rushed
plans to conduct the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) and
District Selection Committee
(DSC) exams. The impending
exams, crucial for aspiring
teachers, have raised eyebrows
due to inadequate preparation
time and rushed decision-mak-
ing processes, which many
attribute to the looming election
notifications.

The distinct syllabi between
the TET and DSC exams have
necessitated a reasonable gap for
preparation. However, the gov-
ernment's current decisions
seem to disregard this need,

causing uproar among candi-
dates. Only those who have suc-
cessfully cleared the TET are eli-
gible to sit for the DSC exam,
with TET marks accounting for
up to 20 per cent of the weigh-
tage in teacher appointments.
Understandably, candidates
stress the importance of the
TET and its direct impact on
DSC eligibility and subsequent
recruitment.

The application process for
the TET commenced on
Thursday, with the written test

scheduled from February 27 to
March 9. Candidates anticipate
the results by the 14th. However,
the DSC exam is set to begin on
the 15th, the day immediately
after the declaration of TET
results. This tight schedule has
sparked concerns about insuf-
ficient preparation time and
fairness in the examination
process.

Advocates for the candidates
are pushing for a more reason-
able timeline, suggesting a gap
of one month to 45 days
between the TET and DSC
exams. Given the differing syl-
labi and the significant gap of six
years between the two examina-
tions, candidates argue that
adequate preparation time is
paramount for effective compe-
tition in the DSC.

Hasty conduct of TET & DSC exams decried
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PNS n BHIMAVARAM

West Godavari District
Collector P Prashanthi has
said that arrangements have
been made to distribute
deworming tablets to all the
children to eradicate worm
infections.

On the occasion of National
Deworm Day, observed on
February 10, the Collector
administered the deworm
medication 'Albendazole' to
some of the school children at
Sri Potti Sriramulu Municipal
Girls High School here on
Friday. She explained to the
female students the benefits of
taking Albendazole tablets.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector said that there are
51,649 Anganwadi children
in the district, 2,35,711 stu-
dents studying from class I to
class X, 38,025 students from
intermediate to first year of

degree out of a total of 3,25,385
children.

If students are found out of
the station, they should be
identified and administered
the deworm tablets by
February 16, she told the offi-
cials. “All arrangements have
been made to distribute
Albendazole to all the children

studying at various schools,
colleges and Anganwadi cen-
tres in the district to eradicate
deworm infections,” Collector
Prashanthi said.

RDO K Srinivasulu Raju,
DMHO Dr. D Maheswar Rao,
DEO R Venkata Ramana and
municipal commissioner M
Shyamala were present.

All set for distribution of
deworming tablets today

PNS n ONGOLE

Emphasising the need to
organise major events to
encourage students, Prakasam
District Collector AS Dinesh
Kumar has said that 'Balotsav'
infuses enthusiasm among stu-
dents.

The Collector along with ZP
chairperson Buchepalli
Venkayamma attended the
Balotsav programme organised
on the PVR High School cam-
pus on Friday.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector appreciated the
teachers and committee orga-
nizers for holding such a big
event in which students per-

formed cultural programmes.
He exhorted the students to
continue the same spirit in
their studies as well. 

Events like Balotsawam help
to explore the innate talent
among students and it also
helps to enhance friendships
among students, the Collector
stated. The Balotsav event
allowed the students who came
from different places to share
their ideas. The Collector
appreciated and congratulated
the school management for
organising 'Balotsav' for the
first time in the district.

ZP chairperson Buchepalli
Venkayamma said that Rs 4
lakh was allocated from the ZP

funds to organize the Balotsav
programme here.  The
Balotsav has received an over-
whelming response, she said.
Earlier, she hoisted the
Balotsavam flag on the premis-
es. General Secretary K
Subramanyam said that 4,200
students from 105 schools and
500 teachers attended the pro-
gramme.

Former MLC V
Balasubramanyam, Mayor G
Sujata, Prathibha educational
institution MD Nalluri
Venkateswarlu, Rotary club dis-
trict chairman B
Lakshminarayana and
Balotsavam working president
K Srinivasa Rao also spoke.

‘Balotsavam’ event infuses
enthusiasm among students

PNS n KAKINADA

District Collector Krithika
Shukla has directed the officials
to make arrangements for the
conduct of the 10th Class and
Intermediate examinations. The
examinations for Intermediate
will begin on March 1 t and the
10th Class on March 18.  

The Collector held a meeting
with the officials here on Friday
and reviewed the arrangements
to be made to conduct the
Intermediate and 10 th class
examinations for which the offi-
cials of revenue, school educa-
tion, Intermediate, Open School
Society, Postal, Zilla Parishad,
Police, Transport, Electricity,
Medical Health, RTC, Panchayat
departments attended. 

The Collector discussed with
the officials the issues of exam-
ination centers, storage points of
examination papers, police
arrangement, arrangement of
RTC buses, coordination

between various departments.
She directed the officials to
work in a coordinated manner
to conduct the examinations
without hassles.

She said that the Intermediate
examinations including the first
year, second year and vocation-
al would be held from March 1
to March 20. The examinations
would be held from 9 am to 12
noon.

“As many as 44,179 students

will attend the Intermediate
examinations in the district for
which 59 examination centres
are being set up. As many as
32,230 students will attend the
10 th class examination which
will be held from 09:30 to 12:45
pm and 137 examination centres
are being set up for the same,”
the Collector stated.

She said that the Open (SSC
& Intermediate) examinations
would be held from 2:30 PM to

5:30 PM for which 8,751 stu-
dents attend. The officials have
been directed to act vigilantly in
every matter from the timely
delivery of the examination
papers from the storage centres
to the examination centres till
the sending of the answer sheets
back to the post office.

She ordered the officials to
ensure that furniture, drinking
water and electricity supply
should be provided without any

problem so that the students
could write the exams without
hassles in all the examination
centers. Collector Krithika
Shukla asked the RTC officials
to run RTC services so that the
students reach the examina-
tion centres on time and return
home after the examination.

She also directed the officials
of medical health and panchay-
at departments to set up med-
ical camps and undertake san-
itation programs at the exami-
nation centres. The Collector
advised the officials to coordi-
nate with the police department
regarding the implementation of
Section 144, security arrange-
ments and security measures.

DRO D Thippe Naik,
Additional SP JNV Bhaskar
Rao, DEO P Ramesh, CEO A
Ramachandra Murthy, DPO K
Bharati Sowjanya, DMHO Dr.
Narasimha Naik and DIEO
GGK Nukaraju were among
those who attended the meeting.

Officials directed to make arrangements
SSC, INTER EXAMS

The Collector that the
Intermediate examinations
including the first year, second
year and vocational would be
held from March 1 to March 20.
The examinations would be held
from 9 am to 12 noon.

Ready to contest for
Undi seat: Vetukuri
PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader and former MLA
Vetukuri Venkata Siva Rama
Raju announced that he is
ready to contest from Undi
Assembly constituency in the
ensuing elections, if
Chandrababu Naidu asks him.

The ex-MLA participated in
the reopening of the office of
a voluntary organization at
ASR Nagar here on Friday.
Talking to the media on the
occasion, Siva Rama Raju
recalled that he won from
Undi constituency on the TDP
ticket in 2009 and 2014 elec-

tions and served the people.
Many development works
were carried out during his
tenure in the constituency, he
claimed.

He said that he unsuccess-
fully contested the Lok Sabha
from Narasapuram con-
stituency in the 2019 election.  

Since Kanumuri Raghurama
Krishnraju is likely to contest
from Narasapuram LS con-
stituency, Shiva Rama Raju
expressed his willingness to
contest from the Undi Assembly
constituency in the next elec-
tions. He said that he is waiting
for the call from Chandrbabu
Naidu in this regard.

PNS n ELURU

District Collector distributed
the artificial limbs made by
using Prostatitis 3D print
technology to the differently-
abled persons in the VIRRD
hospital at Dwaraka Tirumala
on Friday. The Collector
appreciated the VIRRD for
making the artificial limbs
using the Prostatitis 3D print
technology.

The Collector examined
the calipers and artificial
limbs and appreciated the
organizers. Speaking on the
occasion, Collector Prasanna
Venkatesh said that providing
artificial limbs is a wonderful
programme to correct the
physical defects of disabled
people and fill them with
self-confidence and self-
esteem.

He said that by providing
artificial limbs they are given
a new lease of life and the vol-
untary organizations conduct-
ing such a program are com-
mendable. 

The Collector assured of
sanctioning social security

pension to the differently
abled persons who are not get-
ting the same.  

VIRRD hospital chairman
SV Sudhakara Rao said that
VIRRD hospital was estab-
lished in 2008. Artificial limbs
and calipers are being provid-
ed to differently-abled persons
by the VIRRD hospital. 

The artificial limbs and
calipers are being made using

the Prosthesis 3D print tech-
nology and are given at free of
cost to disabled persons, he
said. Gupta Foundation chair-
man Madupalli Mohan Gupta
is extending help to make
calipers.

Trustees IVR Sudhakar
Rao, V Narayana Murthy and
members Dr Hameedh and
Dr Balaji were among those
who were present.

Collector distributes artificial
limbs to differently-abled

DCA raids Narayana Medical College 

PNS n TIRUPATI

Rich tributes were paid to
slain Task Force Constable
Ganesh by the police officials
at a condolence meeting held
at the Task Force office at
Kapilatirdham office. 

Task force constable Ganesh
(32) was killed by the red
sanders smugglers by hitting
him with their vehicle four
days ago at KV Palli in
Annamayya district.

The police personnel
including task force SP
Srinivas paid floral tributes to
the constable. A two-minute
silence was observed on the
occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Task Force SP Srinivas said
that one of the meeting halls
of the task force would be
named after Ganesh Memorial

Hall.   
He said that steps were

taken to impart training in
self-defence to the task force
personnel. The SP assured of
extending all help to the
bereaved family. He said that
all financial dues would be dis-
bursed to the family of
Ganesh.

“Punishing the offenders
who killed Ganesh is the real
tribute to him,” the SP stated.

DSP Chenchu Babu said
that this is the first such inci-
dent in the history of the task
force. He underlined the need
to provide personal security to
the task force personnel.  He
recalled that Rs 30 lakh ex gra-
tia was already announced to
the bereaved family. CIs
Srinivasulu, Suresh Kumar, RI
Krupanand and others were
present.

Rich tributes paid
to slain task force
constable Ganesh

PNS n GUNTUR

District Collector M Venugopal
Reddy along with other officials
inspected the arrangements
being made for Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s pro-
gramme.

The Chief Minister will par-
ticipate in the 'Volunteers Ku
Vandanam' programme on
February 15 at Phirangipuram
near here.

The Collector was accompa-
nied by district SP Tushad

Dudi, Coordinator of Chief
Minister's Programmes and

MLC Thalashila Raghuram,
Whip and MLC Lella
Appireddy, Adviser to the State
Government and Marketing,
Cooperative Departments
Battula Brahmananda Reddy,
Joint Collector G Rajakumari
and MLA Mekathoti Sucharita
reviewed the program arrange-
ments. The Collector discussed
with the officials regarding the
construction of the stage, galleries,
helipad and parking areas.

Arrangements for CM’s programme inspected

PNS n GUNTUR

The police busted an inter-
district bike-stealing gang by
arresting five thieves and
recovered 13 bikes and
mobile phones worth Rs 24
lakh. 

Police said that a special
team led by Nallapadu SI D
Ashok arrested five offenders
at Nallapadu and recovered
13 motorcycles, 36 mobile
phones, 5 neckbands and 5
power banks from them,
worth Rs 24 lakh. 

SP Tushar Dudi appreciat-
ed the police team for arrest-
ing the inter-district bike-lift-
ing gang and recovering the
stolen bikes.

Inter-district vehicle lifters
arrested; 10 bikes recovered

PNS n KADAPA

The police seized 2.4 kg of gold while
being taken in the Jayanti express train
here on Friday.

Police said that a railway police
team led by CI Narjuna conducted
inspections in the Kanyakumari-Pune
Jayanti express at the railway station
here. 

The police found 2.4 kg of gold was
being taken by two persons. When they
failed to show the relevant documents,
the police seized the gold and handed
it over to the officials concerned.

2.4 kg gold seized; 2 held

‘Handover’ to KRMB rocks Assembly
K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

The issue of handing over the
irrigation projects on the
Krishna River to the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) rocked the Assembly
on Friday.

Both the ruling Congress
and the main opposition BRS
hurled allegations against each
other while participating in the
debate on the ‘Motion of
Thanks’ to the Governor’s
address. Members from both
sides read the minutes of KRMB
meetings held on January 17 and
February 1.

The Chief Minister said that
the BRS has been raising the
issue of handing over irrigation
projects on the Krishna River to
the KRMB only to divert pub-
lic attention from the corruption
in the Kaleshwaram project
during the BRS government.

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy appealed to the Speaker
to allow a special discussion on
the issue of handing over
Krishna River projects to the
KRMB on February 12. The
Chief Minister also appealed to
the Speaker to allow all the 119
Members of the Assembly to
visit the Kaleshwaram project
site.

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and Irrigation Minister
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy made
it clear that their government
did not hand over projects on
the Krishna River to the KRMB.
However, senior BRS leader T.
Harish Rao who is a former
Irrigation Minister strongly

argued that the
Congress gov-
ernment had
handed over
Krishna River
projects to the
KRMB.

Replying to the discussion on
the Motion of Thanks to the
Governor’s speech, Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy said
that the BRS has been raking up
the Krishna water issue when-
ever there is a discussion on the
Kaleshwaram project.

The CM alleged that the BRS
did injustice to Telangana
regarding Krishna waters and
dared KCR, former Ministers
KTR and T. Harish Rao to start
a fast-unto-death at the Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi if they
have guts instead of conducting
a public meeting in Nalgonda as
the PM does not stay in
Nalgonda.

The CM said that the
Congress government has been
fighting for Telangana’s rights
but the BRS is trying to sabotage
that. Criticising the BRS, the CM
asked whether the BRS had not
handed over projects to the
Centre.

He said that the former
United AP Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu construct-
ed the Muchumarri project and
YSR widened the
Pothireddypadu head regulator.

The CM said that GO: 203
was prepared on the dining table
in Pragathi Bhavan when AP
Chief Minister Jagan came for a
visit. The CM said that the AP
is stealing the waters of
Telangana as the BRS govern-

ment was soft towards AP as its
ministers were enjoying fish
curry at AP Minister Roja’s res-
idence.

Can the AP police seize the
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam without
the help of the Telangana gov-
ernment, the CM asked. He
alleged that KCR, who read
80,000 books, constructed the
Medigadda project to become a
raspberry. The CM alleged that
all these blunders occurred dur-
ing the tenure of Irrigation
Ministers KCR and T. Harish
Rao.

Harish criticised the CM for
saying that the BRS dug only 1.5
km of the SLBC tunnel. He said
that the BRS government had
dug 11 km and that the AP gov-
ernment had grabbed
Nagarjuna Sagar on election day.

Asking the Congress gov-
ernment to explain what it has
been doing after coming to
power, Harish demanded that
the government should send
back the CRPF from the
Nagarjuna Sagar dam and take
it over.

Harish said that the two states
(AP & Telangana) have agreed
to hand over projects to the
KRMB within two months. He
read the minutes of the meeting
and the Centre stating that the
two states had agreed to hand
over all projects within a month.

“Why were the employees’
service number and their
salaries mentioned at the meet-
ings if the two states had not
handed over the projects to the
Centre? It is a fact that the state
government handed over the
projects.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Raids were conducted by the offi-
cials of Nellore district’s Drug
Control Authority (DCA) at
Narayana Medical College in
Nellore on Friday. The authorities
examined the medicines and pur-
chasing details. Veera Kumar Reddy,
Assistant Director, DCA, Nellore,
refused to share details.

According to sources, officials are
inquiring about the medicines and

stock holdings. Scrutiny of records
from where medicines are pur-
chased is underway. Officials also
checked the vehicles coming to the
hospital. Officials also conducted
inspections at former minister
Narayana's residence on the premis-
es of the college. Reportedly, a spe-
cial team interrogated Narayana's
wife Ramadevi, personal secre-
taries, and department heads of
Narayana Hospital in the camp
office.
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T
here was no respite from cold wave conditions in Kashmir as the minimum
temperatures stayed several degrees below freezing point at most places in the valley
on Friday, officials said here. The mercury in Gulmarg skiing resort in north Kashmir

fell to minus 9.0 degrees Celsius, the officials said. Pahalgam in south Kashmir, which
serves as the base camp for the annual Amarnath yatra, recorded the lowest temperature
in the valley last night at minus 10.3
degrees Celsius. Kokernag and Qazigund
towns in south Kashmir recorded a low of
minus 5.0 degrees Celsius and minus 6.4
degrees Celsius respectively, the officials
said. Srinagar, the summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir, recorded a low of
minus 4.8 degrees Celsius compared to
the previous night's minus 5.2 degrees
Celsius. The minimum temperatures in
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, Qazigund and
Srinagar were around five degrees below
normal for this time of the year.

A
day after an unsuccessful bid to march to the Parliament, protesting farmers were
Friday back outside offices of local authorities in Noida and Greater Noida for a sit-
in. The protestors, led by the Bharatiya Kisan Parishad (BKP), said they will continue

the protest as before and once again attempt to march to Delhi after the Budget Session
of Parliament is over. On Thursday, thousands of villagers, including women and the
elderly, joined the march to press for
their demands for hiked compensation
and developed plots in lieu of their land
acquired by local development
authorities in Noida and Greater Noida in
the past. The protest march also badly
impacted traffic in parts of Delhi-NCR.
The day-long protest was followed by a
meeting between a delegation of the
protestors and the Gautam Buddh Nagar
police. The meeting, however, yielded no
result. "The farmers went for the meeting
which continued for two hours.

N
early 800 hospital admissions that incurred an expenditure of Rs 1.21 crore have been
authorised under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana for
transgender beneficiaries till February 5 this year, Union Health Minister Mansukh

Mandaviya said on Friday. The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-
JAY) is the largest publicly funded health insurance scheme in the world which provides health
cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation
to 12 crore poor families, Mandaviya said in
written response to a question in the Lok
Sabha. "As of February 5, a total of 794
hospital admissions amounting to Rs 1.21
crore have been authorised under PM-JAY
for transgender beneficiaries," he said.
Additionally, an MoU has been signed
between the National Health Authority and
the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment (MoSJE) to extend the
benefits of AB PM-JAY to all transgenders.

No respite from cold wave in Kashmir,
Pahalgam shivers at minus 10.3 deg C

After failed march to Delhi, Noida
farmers back to sit-in protest

Transgenders benefited from Ayushman
Bharat Jan Arogya scheme: Govt

PNS n NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday lam-
basted the previous Congress-
led UPA government for its
mismanagement of the econ-
omy saying the party put
"family first" and left the coun-
try in "dire straits" in 2014, but
it is now lecturing the Modi
government on handling the
economy.

Initiating the debate on the
'White Paper on Indian econ-
omy and its impact on the
lives of people of India' in the
Lok Sabha, Sitharaman said
the Modi government put
"nation-first", and took the
economy from 'fragile five' to
'top five'.

India is now on the way to
become the third largest glob-
al economy, she said.

Amid constant bickering
by the Congress members,
Sitharaman said the White

Paper is for record of poster-
ity and the youth should know
what efforts Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has put in to
restore India's past glory.

"Ten years of one govern-
ment with some crisis and 10
years of a different govern-
ment with a different crisis.
The comparison shown in
this 'White Paper' clearly says
how if the government han-
dles it with true sincerity,
transparency and putting the
nation first, the results are
there for everybody to see,"
Sitharaman said.

She also said, "When you
don't put the nation first,
when you put your first fam-
ily first, and when you have
other consideration than
transparency, the results are
out there for you to see. So
what happened after 2008
when there was a global finan-
cial crisis and what happened
post-Covid shows clearly that

if the intent of the government
is sincere, results will be good."

The minister, in a spirited
speech that was interrupted by
the opposition members, said
the Covid crisis was much
"deadlier" than the global finan-
cial crisis of 2008, but the
Modi government handled it
with sincerity, transparency
and dedication providing free
vaccines to people.

Further, the minister said
UPA government in 2008 did

not have a "clean" intention in
dealing with the crisis.

"During the global financial
crisis, Congress did nothing to
protect the interest of nation
and scandals after scandals
continued to take place. They
left the nation in dire straits in
2014. God knows what would
have happened had they con-
tinued...They were unable to
save the Indian economy.
Those who could not handle
the global financial crisis are
now lecturing us how to deal
with a crisis... ," she said.

Referring to the coal scam
during UPA, she cited the CAG
report to say that it resulted in
a huge loss of Rs 1.86 lakh crore
to the country and the Supreme
Court had to cancel licences of
214 coal blocks.

The coal scam resulted in job
losses, created coal shortage
and power outages, she said,
adding that investments too
suffered.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Manish
Tewari on Friday called the
White Paper brought by the
government a "political man-
ifesto", adding that the UPA
enacted Acts like the Right to
Information, Right to
Education, Right to Food and
MGNREGA that strengthened
the social, political and eco-
nomic foundation of the coun-
try.

Participating in a debate on
the White Paper presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman comparing the
UPA and NDA regimes,
Tewari said she should talk
about the achievements of her
government instead. 

Tewari called the White
Paper a "political manifesto",
and said that was proved by its
timing ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls.

"If you wanted to bring a
White Paper, you should have
brought it in 2014. The inten-

tion behind this White Paper
is only political. This is a polit-
ical manifesto, not a white
paper." Tewari said. 

He said the UPA govern-
ment under Manmohan Singh
and UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi made "fundamental
corrections that strengthened
the social, political and eco-
nomic foundation of the coun-
try."

"The first was the Right to
Information, 130 crore people
got RTI.

They could get information
from block to national level

with a Rs 10 application.
Unfortunately, from 2014 to
2024, the RTI has been dis-
mantled. 

"The second big achieve-
ment was Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).
In 2005 when we brought
MGNREGA, and ensured a
legal guarantee of work for 100
days, from 2014 to 2024, why
did you not make it even 101
days? You kept cursing the
law," he said. 

"The third was the Right to
Education... fourth the
National Food Security Act
and the fifth was Aadhaar,
which laid the foundation and
when the UPA left the govern-
ment, over 80 crore Aadhaar
cards had been made," he said.  

"I want to ask what is your
achievement? If you think
demonetisation, or GST, which
destroyed small and medium
industry, are achievements, I
leave it to your wisdom," he
said. 

PNS n GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat Finance and Energy
Minister Kanubhai Desai on
Friday said that encouraging
people to have a residential
solar rooftop system is way
better than offering them free
electricity up to
200 or 300 units,
making a jibe at
o p p o s i t i o n
Congress and
AAP.

Free power
has been one of
the main poll
planks of the
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party and the Congress
is also warming up to the idea.

Addressing the Assembly
during Question Hour, Desai
said Gujarat is a leader in gen-
erating electricity through this
renewable source and nearly 5
lakh households in the state
have so far saved Rs 2,000
crore in their power bills after
installing solar panels atop
their homes.

“Residential solar rooftop
systems are much better than
offering 200 to 300 units of
free electricity,” said Desai
while answering a set of ques-
tions regarding Gujarat’s
scheme (SURYA) which pro-
motes solar electrification.

People can not only save on
their power bills but also earn

money by selling excess elec-
tricity generated through their
solar panels installed on their
rooftops, he said.

As per this system, the
amount of electricity generat-
ed through solar panels is off-
set against the amount of

energy consumed
by a household,
said Desai.

If the power
consumed is more
than the units gen-
erated through the
rooftop system,
the owner has to
pay for the net

amount at the end of the
billing cycle. If the energy
generated is more than con-
sumption, the owner gets
compensated for the excess
units produced, said Desai.

“Nearly five lakh house-
holds have installed solar pan-
els on the rooftops in Gujarat.
They have so far saved nearly
Rs 2,000 crore in their electric-
ity bills and earned over Rs 200
crore by selling excess units
generated through their solar
panels,” said Desai.

The Gujarat government
buys the excess electricity at Rs
2.25 per unit from these
households, the minister said
and informed the House about
the Centre’s newly launched
‘Pradhan Mantri Suryoday
Yojana’.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Friday termed the
trading of accusations between
BJP and Congress over their
handling of economy nothing
but a self-serving exercise and
w o n d e r e d
whether public
welfare is possi-
ble amid such
"narrow poli-
tics."

"The trading
of allegations
between the BJP
and the
Congress, and
proving each
other wrong
through a 'white
paper' and 'black
paper' ahead of the Lok Sabha
election is nothing but an exer-
cise done for electoral gain,"
Mayawati said in a statement in
Hindi.

"How is the welfare of the
public possible through such
narrow politics? Especially at a
time when crores of people are
facing high inflation, poverty,
unemployment, it is important
that everyone shed their vest-
ed interests and come togeth-
er to take on the extremely-
worrisome national problems,"
she said.

The BSP chief said there is no
increase in the per capita

income of the people of the
country, but the "big capitalists"
are getting richer exponential-
ly.

She said issues like redun-
dancy of SC, ST and OBC reser-
vation, piling backlog, contin-
ued devaluation of rupee, and

corruption in com-
mon life are pre-
venting people
from leading an
equitable life.

A 'White Paper'
versus 'Black Paper'
battle erupted on
Thursday as the
Centre and the
Congress unveiled
documents and
crossed swords
over the handling
of the Indian econ-

omy during the nearly 10 years
of the BJP-led NDA rule and
the previous 10-year tenure of
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment.

As the rival multi-party
alliances sought to put the
spotlight on economic issues
just ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took a jibe at
the Congress for coming out
with a "Black Paper" on the
NDA government, calling it a
"kaala teeka"(black dot) that will
ward off the evil eye on the
achievements of his govern-
ment.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Several MPs from BJP on
Friday said the violence in
Uttarakhand's Haldwani
appeared to be a "conspiracy"
and warrants strict action
against the guilty, while a Shiv
Sena lawmaker termed it a
result of "polarisation" created
by the saffron party for elec-
toral gain.

Asked about the Thursday
violence, BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Harnath Yadav said, "The inci-
dent in Haldwani is a conspir-
acy. Bombs, country pistols,
and other weapons were used,
and government officials and
police were attacked. There
should be an order to shoot
rioters at sight... There is no
need to be lenient with them."

The MP from Uttar Pradesh
said the Uttarakhand govern-
ment should "search every
house," and take action against

the perpetrators.
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP

Priyanka Chaturvedi blamed
the violence on "polarisation"
created by BJP.

"When the intention is just
polarisation, this is what hap-
pens... curfews are imposed,
look at the incidents in
Manipur. In every state, BJP
has created a situation where
it will benefit from polarisa-
tion. Their tried and tested
model is to polarise people for
votes," she said.

"I am hoping the Home
Minister will take cognisance,"

Chaturvedi said, adding, "if the
police have been attacked it is
shameful, it shows how hooli-
ganism is prevailing in BJP-
ruled states."

Rajya Sabha MP Brij Lal
termed the razing of the
madrasa -- after which the vio-
lence erupted -- a just move.

"Removing encroachment
is right. Even on the mountains
they have made 'mazars'
(shrines)..." he said.

He added, "Violence cannot
be tolerated. Their ring leaders
who planned it should be
jailed under National Security
Act and the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment will definitely do it.
There is a conspiracy. It would-
n't have happened on its own."

He also appreciated
Uttarakhand Police for not
resorting to firing.

BJP MP Ashok Bajpai called
the incident unfortunate and a
probable conspiracy.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday said that extensive
efforts have been made to bring
equality in education in Uttar
Pradesh which will be helpful in
removing social inequality.
Replying to a question of an
independent member Akash
Agrawal during the Question

Hour in the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council, Adityanath
said that efforts to improve the
level of education in the state in
the last seven years are well
known. Efforts have been made
to improve the infrastructure in
1,32,000 schools in the Basic
Education Council under the
Kayakalp Abhiyan, he added.

He said that more than 40

lakh new children have taken
admission in government
schools of the state. The chief
minister added that all the chil-
dren are being provided bags,
books, shoes, socks and sweaters.
Not only this, efforts are being
made to implement the NCERT
syllabus in the Uttar Pradesh
Board also in a phase-wise
(manner), Adityanath said.

PNS n DAHOD (GUJARAT)

Days after convicts in the Bilkis
Bano case surrendered before
jail authorities on Supreme
Court orders, one of them has
been given a five-day parole by
the Gujarat High Court due to
the death of his father-in-law, a
police official said on Friday.

Convict Pradip Modhiya, a
resident of Dahod district, has
been released from Godhra dis-
trict jail on parole.

The Supreme Court had last
month quashed the remission of
sentence of all 11 convicts in the
2002 post-Godhra riot case of

gangrape of Gujarat woman
Bilkis Bano and murder of her
seven relatives.

"The Gujarat High Court has
given a five-day parole to one

convict Pradip Modhiya due to
the death of his father-in-law.
This is between the court and jail
as they are in judicial custody,"
Deputy Superintendent of Police
of Dahod district Visakha Jain
said. "He does not have to report
to the police," she said.

Sources in Godhra district jail,
where the convicts are lodged,
said they have released Modhiya
on parole on the High Court
orders. Judge M R Mengdey
allowed a five-day parole for
Modhiya instead of one month
sought by him in his application
filed before the HC citing the
death of his father-in-law.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A BJP member in the Lok
Sabha on Friday alleged that the
Congress and its allies are
blind to corruption and nepo-
tism, and were only looking at
ways to defend misdeeds dur-
ing their 10 year tenure in the
government.

Nishikant Dubey also said
that the time period between
1947 and 1990 can be dubbed
as 'licence-permit raj' while
the period between 2004-2014
as 'loot raj'.

During the discussion on the
'White Paper' on the Indian
economy in the House, Dubey
claimed that the period
between 2014 and 2029 when
the BJP ruled the country for
two terms can be described as
'Ram raj'.

He also alleged that then
prime minister Manmohan
Singh was never given a free
hand to run the government
and was at times not aware of
decisions being taken by the
government.

During the course of his
speech, Dubey also referred to
a kin of a top Congress leader
alleging he was involved in cor-
ruption. This evoked a strong
reaction from the opposition
benches. He also alleged
involvement of various
Congress leaders in the Adarsh
society scam, claiming provi-
sions of the coastal regulation
zone were ignored.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Leaders cutting across party
lines welcomed the announce-
ment of Bharat Ratna for P V
Narasimha Rao, Chaudhary
Charan Singh and M S
Swaminathan on Friday and
said they deserved the honour.

Asked about the announce-
ment, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said, "I see it
positively. The truth is that they
should have been honoured
long ago but, for the first time,
a government has thought
about it."

He said the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) always rises
above party politics while tak-
ing such decisions.

BJP leader and former
Madhya Pradesh chief minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
also welcomed the announce-
ment.

"I thank the prime minister.
The awards have been given to
people who have contributed to
the country's development,"

he said.
Congress leader Rajeev

Shukla, however, said the BJP-
led Centre is honouring former
prime minister P V Narasimha
Rao, while it has also brought
a "white paper" on the econo-
my during the government of
Manmohan Singh, who was

the finance minister under
Rao.

"We welcome the announce-
ment, they deserve it. P V
Narasimha Rao has made an
immense contribution in
improving the country's econ-
omy. Manmohan Singhji was
in his cabinet. On one hand,
they are giving Bharat Ratna to
Narasimha Rao, on the other,
they are bringing a white paper
against the government of
Manmohan Singh, who had
implemented the economic
reforms brought by Rao,"
Shukla said.

"Chaudhary Charan Singh
was a big farmer leader and
Swaminathan was a promi-
nent agriculture scientist. We

welcome the awards," he
added.

Muzzaffarnagar MP Sanjeev
Balyan also welcomed the
announcement and said two of
the three Bharat Ratna awards
have been given to people who
worked for farmers.

"I thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji. Farmers
across the country wanted
Chaudhary Charan Singhji to
get this honour. 

I thank him on behalf of all
farmers. I also welcome the
Bharat Ratna for
Swaminathanji. He also worked
for farmers. So two of the
three Bharat Ratna awards
have been dedicated to farm-
ers," the BJP leader said.

UPA put family first, left India
in dire straits: Sitharaman

Leaders from across parties welcome announcements

White Paper a political manifesto,
UPA strengthened India: Manish

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
alleged that the Modi govern-
ment's white paper on the
economy was a "white lie
paper", and asserted that it
should have come out with
such a document on issues
such as unemployment,
demonetisation, border ten-
sions and Manipur.

The government has come
out with a white paper crit-
icising the Congress-led UPA
rule, saying it had turned the
Indian economy into a non-
performing one through
indiscriminate revenue
expenditure, off budget bor-
rowings and pile of bad debts
at banks. 

Asked about the white
paper by the government,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said, "This is
not a white paper but a white
lie paper. 

Cong slams
govt on White
Paper, terms it
‘white lie paper'

Solar rooftop system
much better than free
electricity: Gujarat FM

Cong blind to
graft; defending
misdeeds:
BJP's Dubey

Haldwani violence a ‘conspiracy,'
say BJP MPs, Shiv Sena 

Over 40L new students have enrolled
in govt schools of UP: CM Yogi

Cong, BJP ‘papers'
mere electoral
exercise: Mayawati

Days after surrender on SC orders,
convict out on 5-day parole

BHARAT RATNA FOR PV NARASIMHA RAO, CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH & MS SWAMINATHAN BILKIS BANO CASE



T
he latest insertion of
the new clause ‘h’ to
Section 43B of the

Income Tax Act is making
quite some feathers in the
MSME sector in India.
According to this clause, an
MSME enterprise needs to be
paid for the goods bought
from it within 15-45 days of
the purchase to claim a
deduction in the assessment
year 2024-25. 
This means that the rule of
Section 43B of allowing cer-
tain deductions on actual
payments has been extended
to payments due to MSMEs
and the period for these
MSME payments is as spec-
ified in Section 15 of the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
Act, 2006 (MSME Act). As of
now, the applicability of this
new clause will be effective
from April 1st, 2024. In case
of non-payment by 31st
March 2023, the unpaid sum
will be added to the income
of FY 2023-24.
The MSME sector has meta-
morphosed itself into a
prominent sector contribut-
ing significantly to the coun-
try’s economic growth in
many ways including,
employment generation and

integrating itself into the
overall industrial develop-
ment by associating with
large industries as their aux-
iliary partners. According to
the 73rd round of the
National Sample Survey con-
ducted by the Ministry of
Statistics & Programme
Implementation during 2015-
16, India has 633.88 lakh
MSMEs involved in various
economic activities and gen-
erating a sizable 11.10 crore
jobs. 
One of the long-plaguing
problems of MSMEs has
been untimely payments
leading to choked cashflows.
With the insertion of this new
clause, the Government
hopes to resolve this perplex-
ing problem. One estimation
suggests that the annual total
delayed payments to the
MSME sector stand some-
where between Rs. 10.5 -11.0
lakh crore. 
Applicability
Type of enterprises - Section

43B(h) applies only to enter-
prises, i.e., to entities engaged
in either Manufacturing or
Service sector. 
Period – This section is
applicable from the FY 2023-
24 or the assessment year
2024-25 onwards. It is, how-
ever, not applicable to any
payment outstanding to
MSMEs as of 31.03.2023. 
Type of expenses – Section
43B(h) is not applicable for
the outstanding payments to
suppliers of raw materials as
the purchase of raw materi-
als is not considered as a busi-
ness expenditure for this sec-
tion. 
Deductions - By incorporat-
ing the new clause ‘h’ in
Section 43B, business expens-
es will be allowed as deduc-
tions only in the year of pay-
ment. 
This is a departure from this
section where the expenses
are allowed as deductions on
payment on or before the fil-
ing of the income tax return.
So as long as the payments
are made to MSME suppliers
within the financial year, i.e.,
before 31st March, the deduc-
tions will be allowed in that
financial year.
Impact on Business
This will surely make their

cash flow healthier. However,
there may be adverse impacts
as well. Companies may not
want to be in an unavoidable
situation of adhering to the
15-45 days payment cycle
and may start switching from
MSMEs to medium to large
corporations as their suppli-
ers.  There is still a large grey
area as to how these transac-
tions would work.  
The way forward
The government may want to
consider allowing time to
buyers to make payments to
MSMEs till the time of filing
returns as it is permitted in
other clauses of Section 43B.
Extension of the payment
time from 15 or 45 days to at
least 60 days will give a
breath of relief to a lot of busi-
nesses. 
Additionally, it would be a
tedious task for both business
owners and auditors to iden-
tify MSME suppliers and
scrutinise the actual pay-
ment dates. The Government
should consider extending
the implementation date by
one year to facilitate better
understanding and smoother
implementation.

(The writer is a business
consultant; views 

are personal)

A
s promised, the Modi Government is out with a White Paper on the fiscal mis-
management in the UPA era, labelling it a “lost decade”. It points to various pol-
icy lapses, including economic imprudence, red tape and sluggish reforms, which

purportedly stunted economic growth and left a legacy of unresolved structural chal-
lenges. With statistical analyses and historical comparisons, the paper paints a picture
of the contrast between the perceived stagnation under the UPA rule and the strides made
under the current administration. Indeed, the incumbent Government has done well on
many counts. The Modi Government's economic achievements include significant reforms
such as the implementation of GST, initiatives to improve ease of doing business, and
financial inclusion programmes like Jan Dhan Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana.
Infrastructure development schemes like Bharatmala and Sagarmala, along with digital
initiatives under Digital India, have aimed to modernise and connect the nation. Efforts

to attract foreign investment, promote startups and
focus on rural development through schemes like PMAY
and PMKSY have also been notable. These measures
collectively reflect the Government's commitment to
fostering inclusive economic growth, innovation and
development, although challenges such as unemploy-
ment and agrarian distress persist. However, the
Opposition Congress swiftly responded with a ‘black
paper’, countering the Government's claims and high-
lighting what it deems as the failures of the incum-
bent regime. The ‘black paper’ accuses the Government
of exacerbating economic inequalities, neglecting social
welfare programmes and presiding over a period of

economic downturn characterised by job losses, agrarian distress and inflationary pres-
sures. It seeks to challenge the narrative of economic prosperity propagated by the rul-
ing party, emphasising instead the lived hardships of ordinary citizens. Indeed, econom-
ic distress has been palpable across various segments of society during the Modi regime.
While the Government touts ambitious initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ and ‘Digital
India’, the ground reality for many remains one of job scarcity, underemployment and
wage stagnation. The agrarian sector, often hailed as the backbone of the Indian econ-
omy, continues to face challenges ranging from being rain-dependent to mounting debt
burdens, driving many farmers to despair and destitution. Despite the Government stim-
ulus packages, the impact of the recent pandemic lingers, with many struggling to rebuild
their livelihoods. This being an election year, such allegations and counter-allegations
were expected and, in fact, would become more scathing in the coming weeks. The
sad part is that each side would amplify the other's follies while overstating one’s achieve-
ments. In this cacophony, it is imperative for policymakers to listen to people’s con-
cerns, address their grievances and chart a path towards inclusive and sustainable devel-
opment. Meanwhile, the voters are well advised to use their discretion.

In black and white

possible which can mitigate the terror-
ism in the union territory of India.

SK Khosla | Chandigarh  

POWER SHORTAGE IN MAHARASHTRA
Sir — This year the seasonal rainfall in
Maharashtra is less than the average, and
many dams and lakes in Maharashtra
have not been able to fill their full capac-
ity. The capacity of the Koyana dam is
105 TMC, but only 90 TMC of water was
stored in that dam, out of which  67. 50.
TMC of water is used for power gener-
ation. This year, due to the lack of water
in the dam, 9 to 10 TMC of water will
be reduced for power generation, as a
result of which, there are signs of a reduc-
tion in power generation of about 250 to
300 Megawatts. In other parts of the state,
there are hydropower plants also, due to
lack of water, power generation will be
reduced. 
The total electricity generation in the
state is 13 thousand 152 MW, of which
9540 MW is thermal, 3688 MW is
hydroelectric, and 672 MW is wind ener-
gy, considering the electricity demand of

the state, it is 17 to 23 thousand
Megawatts. The state gets about 4 to 10
thousand megawatts of electricity from
other states or the National Grid.
Looking at all these statistics, there is still
a huge scope for solar energy. You get this
electricity from the heat of the sun. But
to achieve this, a large amount of expen-
diture is required, even today, solar ener-
gy is being used on a large scale in many
hospitals, hotels, schools, offices, munic-
ipal corporations and municipalities, and
village panchayats.  If it is manufactured
at a low cost, it is likely to be used on a
large scale. At present, a large amount of
electricity is generated on coal in the
country. But this stock also has limits day
by day. Therefore, when its use will not
be permanent, emphasis should be
placed on increasing the use of solar
energy in the future. For this, there is a
need to reduce its production cost at the
government level.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

AYURVEDA IN JAN AUSHADHI SCHEME
Sir — The Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi
Yojana has benefitted millions of people
in search of quality alternative medicines
at a reasonably low price. However, These
generic medicines available at the Jan
Aushadhi stores belong only to the
Allopathic group and the patients opt-
ing for Ayurvedic treatment have to pur-
chase the medicines from retail outlets
mostly at a high price which either costs
heavily or the patient shifts to allopathy
unwillingly.
The Union Government which has
shown its intent to promote Ayurveda
must add Ayurvedic medicines to the
ambit of the Jan Aushadhi scheme. The
medicines manufactured may also be
consumed at Government Hospitals and
dispensaries in addition to their availabil-
ity at Jan Aushadhi stores. The Ayurvedic
consultants at the Ministry of AYUSH
can suggest a list of commonly used med-
icines which can be produced under
strict quality control and cover all
important classical formulations.

Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala

TARGET KILLING IN KASHMIR
Sir — Two migrant workers from
Amritsar were shot dead in Srinagar on
7 February despite the claim by the rul-
ing dispensation that there is a marvel-
lous improvement in the terrorist activ-
ities in the state. As usual, political lead-
ers condemned the killings calling it ‘bar-
baric’ and a ‘dastardly attack’. The gov-
ernment has been making tall claims
daily that peace, progress and develop-
ment prevailed in J&K as also in the
Naxalite-affected areas of Chhattisgarh
where three CRPF personnel were killed
and 15 injured in an encounter with
Maoists in the Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh on 30 January. Besides,
Manipur has still been boiling since May
2023. 
The government should urgently enforce
confidence-building measures and start
a political process in J&K through dia-
logue with all stakeholders as soon as
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Devotees take a holy dip in the Ganga river during the annual religious ‘Magh Mela' festival, in Prayagraj PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

The Centre's White Paper calls the UPA regime a 
‘lost decade’ over its economic mismanagement

Christopher Hensley write,
“Since the late 1970s, the FBI
has considered animal cruel-
ty to be a possible indicator of
future serial murder. The FBI
documented the connection
between cruelty to animals and
serial murder following a study
of 35 imprisoned serial mur-
derers. The convicted murder-
ers were asked questions
regarding their childhood cru-
elty toward animals. More
than half of the serial murder-
ers admitted to hurting or tor-
turing animals as children or
adolescents.”
One tortures or hurts animals
or humans out of cruelty, the
primary cause of which is
hatred, conscious or sub-
conscious. Hatred can be
directed against individual
human beings or animals, the
latter in general or particular
species thereof. Hatred can
target groups of people
because of their ethnicity,
religion, ideological or polit-
ical beliefs or caste. Hatred
causes not only crimes like
murder or assault against
individuals but rioting against
groups of people or, in the
worst instance, genocide, as
by Pakistan in Bangladesh
during the latter’s struggle for
liberation from Islamabad's
colonial rule in 1971.
The child, who murdered the
puppy, seems to be growing up
in an environment awash with
hatred. The Pioneer report

quotes Surabhi Rawat as say-
ing, “In the same society, just
days ago, a person intention-
ally crushed a puppy under his
vehicle. Another puppy was
found dead in suspicious cir-
cumstances, possibly poi-
soned. An autopsy will be
conducted. The reason for
such brutal actions against
puppies is the hatred spewed
on the society’s WhatsApp
group. Kids nowadays have
phones and get easily influ-
enced by adults who indulge in
fear-mongering and spread
hatred towards stray animals
throughout the day.”
The child here may not turn
into a serial killer or a crimi-
nal of any other kind. It is,
however, not just a question of
what he becomes. The conduct
of the passers-by, who did
nothing to stop him or perhaps
even tacitly approved of his
action, is worrying. It reflects
an insensitivity to cruelty and
a disinclination to face the con-
sequences of intervening or
even undergoing the exertion
involved in the process. All this
is a part of a mindset that has
prevented action that, at glob-
al and national levels, might
have aborted the rise of dicta-
tors like Hitler and Mussolini.
It would be worthwhile here to
recall pastor Martin
Neimoller's famous words.
“First they came for the
Communists/ And I did not
speak out/

Because I was not a
Communist.
“Then they came for the
Socialists/ And I did not
speak out /Because I was not
a Socialist
“Then they came for the trade
unionists/ And I did not
speak out/ Because I was not
a trade unionist.
“Then they came for the
Jews// And I did not speak
out/ Because I was not a Jew
“Then they came for me/
And there was no one left/ To
speak out for me.”
One needs to speak out
against cruelty to animals
which is rooted in hatred. A
society, where hatred and
anger are widespread, can be
the seedbed of a sinister ide-
ology like Nazism besides
producing a leader like Hitler
and a people ready to
respond to his fulminations. 
The result in Germany was a
political order like the Third
Reich marked by concentra-
tion camps and genocide of
Jews. Hence, one needs to
remember the words of the
German philosopher
Theodor Adorno, “Auschwitz
begins wherever someone
looks at a slaughterhouse
and thinks: they're only
animals.”

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The

views expressed 
are personal)

The killing of a puppy:

Murder most foul

T
he Pioneer reported on
February 5, 2024, a
shocking act of cruel-
ty in which a child liv-
ing in a high-rise

building in Gaur City in Greater
NOIDA, Uttar Pradesh, threw a
puppy down from a height, killing
it. Neither the adult who was
allegedly with him, nor any of the
passers-by, stopped him. A People
for Animals (PFA) volunteer,
Surabhi Rawat, has filed a FIR
against unknown persons perpe-
trating the horrendous act.
Registered by the Greater NOIDA
police, it calls for the child's
appearance before a juvenile
court and an assessment of his
mental State.
The Pioneer report quotes PFA
trustee, Ambika Shukla, express-
ing concern about the child’s
lack of feeling, and saying, “It
reveals a psychopathic tendency
that must be dealt with urgently
lest we find a monster in our
midst. Those who hurt and abuse
animals set a dangerous example
that can lead to tragic conse-
quences….” She is right, and it is
not just a dangerous example but
a very dangerous indication.
In their paper titled “Childhood
Cruelty to Animals and
Subsequent Violence against
Humans,” published in The
International Journal of Offender
Therapy and Comparative
Criminology in 2001, Linda
Merz-Perez, Kathleen M Heide
and Ira Silverman, who had inter-
viewed 45 violent and 45 non-vio-
lent offenders in a maximum-
security facility in Sumter County,
Florida, in the United States.
wrote, “The overall results of the
[their] study support previous
research efforts indicating a rela-
tionship between cruelty to ani-
mals committed during child-
hood and later violence perpet-
uated against humans. The find-
ings indicate that offenders who
committed violent crimes as
adults were significantly more
likely than adult nonviolent
offenders as children to have
committed acts of cruelty against
animals in general and pet and
stray animals in particular.”
In their paper, “From Animal
Cruelty to Serial Murder:
Applying the Gradation
Hypothesis” in the same journal
in 2003, Jeremy Wright and

Report on malnourished children

A SOCIETY, WHERE

HATRED AND ANGER

ARE WIDESPREAD,

CAN BE THE

SEEDBED OF A

SINISTER IDEOLOGY

LIKE NAZISM

BESIDES PRODUCING

A LEADER LIKE

HITLER AND A

PEOPLE READY TO

RESPOND TO HIS

FULMINATIONS

I-T Act clause triggers 
a row in MSME sector

A
s per the report, more than 5.70 lakh chil-
dren in Gujarat are malnourished, the
Gujarat assembly was informed on

Wednesday, by the government. In the set of
questions raised by Congress MLAs during
question hour, women and child development

minister Bhanuben Babariya said of the 5.70 lakh
malnourished children in the state, nearly 4.38
lakh children are underweight, while 1.31 lakh
fell in the 'severely underweight' category. 
The highly urbanised district of Ahmedabad
accounted for the highest number of malnour-
ished children (56,941), followed by tribal-dom-
inated Dahod (51,321), Banaskantha (48,866),
Panchmahal (31,512), Kheda (28,800), Surat
(26,682) and Bhavnagar (26,128), Babariya stat-
ed in written replies, providing data until end-
2023. In one year, as many as 9,634 malnour-
ished children were added in Kheda district,
which was the highest in Gujarat. Kheda was
followed by Ahmedabad (3,516 children),
Bharuch (1,584) and Valsad (1,335). With this
Gujarat government has failed to save its chil-
dren who are dying of hunger.

Bhagwan Thadani| Mumbai

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

HIMA BINDU KOTA

The recent addition of clause ‘h’ to Section 43B of the Income Tax Act

has stirred up considerable debate within India's MSME sector 

The heartless and brutal killing of a puppy by a child in Greater NOIDA
must cause serious concern and introspection
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ASCENDING TO
POWER AT THE

YOUTHFUL AGE OF
21, MOHAMMAD

REZA SHAH
PAHLAVI

INHERITED A
LEGACY SHAPED
BY HIS FATHER,

REZA SHAH
PAHLAVI, THE

FOUNDER OF THE
PAHLAVI DYNASTY

R
arely do we witness a convergence of spirituality, service, and cul-
ture for the betterment of humanity. However, as they say, there
is always a time for everything. Such a convergence of spiritual

heads on a single platform is even rarer. The Geet Bhakti Amrit Mahotsave,
a spiritual extravaganza, saw the esteemed presence of spiritual gurus
and intellectuals like Swami Shri Govind Dev Giriji Maharaj, Sri Sri
Ravishankar, Sudhanshuji Maharaj, Shrimati Rajshreeji Birla, Sadhvi
Ritambharaji, Respected Shri Chinna Jiyar Swamiji Maharaj, and Baba
Satyanarayanji Maurya. Notably, Baba Ramdev and Yogi Adityanath  are
to grace the occasion.
Geeta Bhakti Amrit Mahotsava stands as a unique amalgamation of spir-
ituality, rich Indian culture, patriotism, and devotion. The event witnessed
the divine spectacle of an 81 Kundiya Mahayagya performed by 2500
Vedic acharyas, alongside Harikirtan, constant chanting of sacred scrip-
tures, and Bhagwat Katha. Over 450 artists showcased Mahanatya per-
formances on the epic Ramayana and the tradition of Indian saints. This
spiritual festival pays tribute to the divine Vedic heritage, rich Indian cul-
ture, and devotion.
What distinguishes this event is its strong emphasis on social causes.
The Geeta Pariwar organised the Matrishakti Conference to underscore
the significance of women in society and our fundamental responsibil-
ity to respect and empower them. The conference witnessed insightful
deliberations on women's empowerment. The Baghwad Katha com-
menced with the resonating chants of "Shri Ram Jai Ram, Jai Jai Ram,"
uniting all present at the Geeta Bhakti Amrit Mahotsava in Devachi Alandi.
Twelve women achievers from diverse fields, dedicated to the social
upliftment and empowerment of society, were honored during the event.
Govind Girji Maharaj remarked, “Today, as we honor these twelve
remarkable women, let us recognise their valuable efforts and unwa-
vering commitment to the welfare of society, reflecting the essence
of our cultural legacy.”

Sharing his thoughts, Sri Sri Ravishankar stated, “You have united the
saint community of Bharat through knowledge, and this knowledge is
none other than that of the divine Lord Krishna. Your celebration, the Geeta
Bhakti Amrit Mahotsav, is not a coincidence but a divine arrangement.”
Devotees immersed themselves in the soul-stirring chants of the Bhagwad
Gita path which was a essential part of the Geet Bhakti Amrit Mahotsav.
An enlightening Dnyaneshwaropasna session took place, where Govind
Girji Maharaj imparted profound knowledge to his disciples by venerat-
ing Jnaneshwar Mauli and reflecting upon his teachings. A positive atmos-
phere enveloped the event as the rich Guru-shishya tradition was revived
through Vedshastra Samvad. Vedic scholars from across the nation
emphasized the significance of spreading wisdom through this age-old
tradition.
The spiritual event was graced by the esteemed presence of revered spir-
itual guides and intellectuals, including luminaries such as Jagadguru
Shankaracharya, Swami Vijayendra Saraswati Ji Maharaj and Anandamurti
Guru Ma. Govind Girji Maharaj expressed, “The Geeta Bhakti Amrit
Mahotsava has been a journey of spiritual awakening and enlightenment.
It's an honor to witness the divine teachings of Shrimad Bhagwad Gita
in the land of Alandi.” He further noted the intellectual wisdom of Shri
Dhirendrakrishna Shastri Ji Maharaj and the universal appeal of such spir-
itual knowledge among the youth, evident in the enthusiastic following
of devotees. 

(The author writes on issues of social issues and development, 
views are personal)
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O
nce a UN
P e a c e k e e p i n g
Commander observed

that ‘it has probably become
more dangerous to be a
woman than a soldier in an
armed conflict’. The current
situation in Gaza amply proves
it, as the death toll rises above
25,000, and more than 17, 000
women and children lost their
lives (January 24). Almost two
mothers die every hour. It is
indeed a place where ‘woman-
hood is denied’, rued a
Palestine-based civil society
organisation (MIFTAH). The
UNICEF, called it the ‘most
dangerous place to be a child’,
when over 1.1 million children
are threatened by conflict,
malnutrition, and diseases. 
While, the prolonged war in
Ukraine since 2022, has raised
the number of refugees to 5.6

million, and internal displace-
ment (IDP) to about 7.7 mil-
lion, 60% of whom are women
(UN). Many studies on peace
and warfare contend that any
conflict, civil or armed, is
‘gendered’, which affects
women and men in starkly dif-
ferent ways. Researchers have
said that in a situation of
unrest when political struc-
tures and economic systems
break down, it heightens
women’s vulnerability, rein-

forces existing inequalities and
places women and girls at
high risk for gender-based
violence (GBV) (Oxfam,
Bushra and Lopez 1994 et al).
The Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, Denis Mukwege,
lamented that ‘we are far away
from drawing a red line against
the use of sexual violence in
war and conflict, and GBV is
still a weapon of war’. 
While, social scientists
expressed concern that in con-
flict zones, sexual offences
against women are often ‘triv-
ialised’, and a heinous crime
like rape is normalised as an
‘inevitable outcome of war’.
The UN’s 2022 report on sex-
ual violence in conflict zones
said that ‘sexual violence is
used as a tactic to dehuman-
ise and displace populations’.
Even in post-war situations,

when there is the apparent
absence of violence or negative
security, the culture of violence
against women doesn’t end or
bring in positive peace, and ‘it
continues and even increases
after men return from the
battlefield’ (Turshen and
Twagiramariya 1998). A three-
country study in post-conflict
Iraq, in conflict-ridden
Occupied Palestinian Territory,
and Yemen, an area of open
conflict, found that women
and girls, in all such calamitous
situations, face ‘deep gender
inequalities and all-out adverse
impacts’.
Women also bear the brunt of
huge internal displacement
((IDP) in the wake of conflict
and violence. In 2020, at least
21 million women and girls
were uprooted within their
countries, two-thirds of them

were from Africa and the
Middle East. In South Asia,
women make up 42 to 52 per
cent of refugees. Nearly one
million women have been dis-
placed since the war began in
October in Gaza. 
In the post-conflict situation,
‘women experience greater
impoverishment, being the
first to be laid off in wage
employment in the public sec-
tor, which has led to the fem-
inisation of the informal sec-
tor’, disclosed a study. The lack
of essential services such as
health care, including sexual
and reproductive health ser-
vices, also makes them more
vulnerable to unplanned preg-
nancy, maternal mortality and
morbidity, sexual and repro-
ductive injuries and sexually
transmitted infections. While
girls face obstacles in accessing

education. 
The UN’s ‘women, peace and
security’, report, 2023, said
that ‘more than 600 million
women and girls lived in con-
flict-affected countries in 2022,
a 50 per cent increase since
2017’. Even, the political vio-
lence targeting women
increased by 50 per cent in
conflict-affected countries
(2020 - 2022). While, civil con-
flicts have more than doubled,
from 30 in 2001 to 70 in 2016,
mostly in least developed
countries. When the world
needs greater humanitarian
aid more than ever before, the
global military spending rose
to USD 2.2 trillion in 2022, and
this diversification of priorities
‘is setting back both gender
equality and global peace’,
rued the UN Women.
Many feminists argued that in

conflict and post-conflict sce-
narios, a gender perspective
must be integrated into the
reconstruction and redevelop-
ment plans. So far, ‘male
norms and behaviours have
been taken as the human
norm’ (Skelsbaek and Smith
2001:1). The application of
international humanitarian
law also requires an under-
standing of the gendered
harms caused by armed con-
flict.In terms of the longevity
of a peace agreement, women’s
participation increases it to at
least two years( 20%), and 15
years ( 35 %), and also makes
it 64% less likely to fail. Yet,
women’s participation in for-
mal peace processes (1992-
2019), on average, was just 13
per cent as negotiators, 6 per
cent as mediators, and 6 per
cent as signatories in major

peace processes. In active
United Nations–led or co-led
peace processes, in 2022, it was
16%, going down from 19 per
cent in 2021 and 23 per cent
in 2020. While, in 2022, only
6 out of 18 peace agreements
(33 per cent) included provi-
sions referencing women, girls,
and gender, and they are
plateauing between 20 to 35
per cent each year.  Now,
when the world is on the
verge of more turmoil and dis-
cord, greater and meaningful
participation of women is crit-
ical for broadening the per-
spective on conflict manage-
ment, more inclusive political
resolutions, and effective
peace-building strategies.

(The author is former
Director General,

Doordarshan and All India
Radio, views are personal)

Women's participation is vital for effective peace-building

Spirituality, culture and social service
converge with the right people at helm

PRABHA GUPTA

How did western intelligence agencies pave the way for Iranians to stand
irreversibly against the pro-western leader?

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

Iranian Revolution's
success secrets

Before Mossadegh's premiership,
Iran's oil industry was firmly under
British control through the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company's monopoly.
The nationalization of this asset in
1951 significantly weakened British
interests in the region, revealing
strategic miscalculations. Rohan
Butler's suppressed analysis offers
crucial insights into the complex
blend of political, economic, and
strategic factors behind the crisis.
The fervent political milieu preced-
ing the nationalization and the
subsequent coup in 1953 has made
it one of the most scrutinized
events in Iranian-Western rela-
tions. Mossadegh, central to this
narrative, symbolizes resistance
against autocracy and foreign inter-
vention, his collapse was seen as the
moment when Iran's democratic
aspirations were thwarted, paving
the way for the reinstatement of
autocratic rule under Western
patronage.
In this context, the Iranian
Revolution marks a pivotal moment
not only in Iran's modern history
but also in the geopolitics of West
Asia, as it overthrew the monarchy
and established the Islamic
Republic. While its broad contours
are well-documented, exploring
lesser-known aspects of the revolu-
tion reveals its complexity and last-
ing significance. A diverse coalition
of secularists, nationalists, liberals,
and leftists united to express long-
suppressed grievances against the
Shah's despotic rule, culminating in
widespread discontent and his even-
tual ousting. Despite its success, the
revolution left lingering resent-
ment towards Western powers, par-
ticularly the United States and the
United Kingdom, perceived as back-
ers of the Shah's regime. This sus-
picion of foreign interference con-
tinues to shape Iranian attitudes,
while the revolution's influence
extended beyond Iran's borders,
inspiring Islamic movements and
revolutions in neighbouring coun-
tries and reshaping the Middle
East's geopolitical dynamics.
The charismatic leadership and
religious authority of Ayatollah
Khomeini played a pivotal role in
galvanizing popular support for

the revolution, while the participa-
tion of bazaar traders, a powerful
economic class, amplified its
momentum. The Iranian
Revolution serves as a nuanced case
study, highlighting the complex
socio-political dynamics inherent in
revolutionary movements. Religious
ideology played a central role in
mobilizing and legitimizing politi-
cal dissent, underscoring its potent
influence in effecting societal
change. The revolution's aftermath
underscores the importance of
inclusive governance, warning
against the marginalization of dis-
senting voices, which can lead to
authoritarianism and sectarian
strife. Its far-reaching repercus-
sions underscore the interconnect-
edness of global politics and the
imperative of respecting national
sovereignty to avoid unintended
consequences.
Decades after the Iranian
Revolution, Iran continues to grap-
ple with its profound and multifac-
eted legacy, both internally and
externally. This pivotal event serves
as a poignant reminder of the
enduring impact of revolutionary
fervour on the socio-political struc-
ture, showcasing its transformative
potential alongside its enduring
complexities. Iran's foreign policy is
deeply rooted in its cultural and psy-
chological heritage, characterized by
a complex blend of pride, victimiza-
tion, and a steadfast commitment to
independence. 
Iranians draw upon their rich cul-
tural legacy, tracing their heritage
back to ancient civilizations like
Zoroastrianism, which shaped
major world religions. Yet, they also
harbour collective memories of
centuries of foreign oppression and
exploitation, including imperialis-
tic endeavours by the West that
overthrew Iran's democracy. This
historical backdrop profoundly
influences Iran's perception of for-
eign powers, particularly the United
States, which is often viewed
through the lens of economic and
strategic interests rather than gen-
uine support for democratic prin-
ciples. In navigating Iran's foreign
relations, it's imperative to under-
stand the intricate interplay of cul-

tural, historical, and geopolitical fac-
tors that shape its policies. Iran's
complex relationship with the
Western world, spanning centuries
of engagement and confrontation,
underscores the nuanced nature of
its foreign policy decisions. From
the Safavid dynasty's establishment
of Twelver Shiism to European
powers' economic and strategic
interests during the Qajar dynasty,
Iran's historical legacy continues to
inform its interactions with the
international community, high-
lighting the importance of histori-
cal context in understanding con-
temporary foreign relations.
The Iranian Revolution offers a
nuanced study of power dynamics
in history, where victories can sow
the seeds of future resistance.
Despite facing formidable chal-
lenges, Iran has experienced
remarkable advancements across
various sectors over time. Statistics
from UNESCO demonstrate signif-
icant improvements in literacy rates
and life expectancy, showcasing
the nation's commitment to educa-
tion and healthcare. Additionally,
Iran's economic panorama has
undergone substantial growth, with
the nation ascending in global
rankings and witnessing remarkable
expansion in sectors like space
technology. 
The revolution's triumph over
Western-backed forces not only
reshaped Iran's domestic political
structure but also reverberated
across the globe, inspiring similar
movements and challenging
Western dominance. Unfortunately,
many Western strategists and pol-
icymakers are quick to jump to con-
clusions with their preconceived
notions, potentially contributing
to the turmoil in the Red Sea and
the chronic disasters in West Asia,
spanning from Palestine to Syria
and beyond. The essence of revolu-
tion, however, as emphasized by Lu
Xun in his writings, lies in its pur-
pose: to ensure people can live,
rather than face death.

(The writer is a Sri Lankan 
journalist and worked as a 

communications consultant for the
Government of Sri Lanka. 

Views are personal)

T
he Iranian Revolution is complet-
ing 45 years this week. The
Western alliance remained obliv-
ious to the profound resentment
brewing among the Iranian pop-

ulace towards their final monarch,
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. Embracing an
illusion of unshakeable authority, Pahlavi
championed his "White Revolution" as a
symbol of progress, positioning Iran as an
inspiration of Western liberalism and eco-
nomic advancement. However, beneath the
facade of prosperity, discontent festered,
unbeknownst to many outside observers.
Ascending to power at the youthful age of
21, Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi inher-
ited a legacy shaped by his father, Reza Shah
Pahlavi, the founder of the Pahlavi dynasty.
Presenting himself as a contemporary
incarnation of Cyrus the Great, Pahlavi
orchestrated a grand spectacle in 1970 at the
ancient ruins of Persepolis, aiming to
impress global leaders and assert his dynas-
tic legitimacy. Yet, as he revelled in adula-
tion, the populace endured poverty and
repression, obscured by the tactics of the
Iranian secret police and the support of the
US-backed intelligence apparatus, SAVAK,
highlighting the growing chasm between
perception and reality. Despite the Shah's
efforts to bolster his legitimacy through lav-
ish displays of power, the elaborate festiv-
ities only served to underscore the deca-
dence and detachment of his regime, has-
tening its eventual downfall.
In the mid-1970s, however, mounting
public discontent reached a tipping point,
compelling the Shah to offer apologies for
his regime's excesses. Yet, these gestures
failed to appease the swelling tide of mass
protests, culminating in the seismic
upheaval of the Islamic Revolution. The rev-
olution's aftermath witnessed the swift col-
lapse of the Shah's reign, marking the end
of a monarchy that had endured for mil-
lennia. This monumental event exposed the
limitations of Western intelligence and
intervention, reshaping the geopolitical ter-
rain of the 20th century. 
In August 1978, despite the escalating
unrest, the CIA infamously concluded
that "Iran is not in a revolutionary or even
a pre-revolutionary situation." Figures like
Alan Dulles and Richard Bissell grappled
with the moral ambiguity of clandestine
operations, revealing the intricate power
dynamics at play in global affairs. In real-
ity, the animosity directed towards Iran
stems not from any genuine political ide-
ology, but rather from the relentless pur-
suit of control over the oil industry. The con-
cocted narrative surrounding this issue is
often branded by the CIA as 'Black
Propaganda'.
The 1953 coup, orchestrated by Western
powers including the United States and the
United Kingdom against Iran's democrat-
ically elected Prime Minister Mohammad
Mossadegh, exemplifies manipulative tac-
tics employed to safeguard Western inter-
ests. Operation Ajax, as it was known, set
a precedent for similar interventions in
other countries, including Guatemala,
Chile, Brazil, and Greece. However, this suc-
cessful coup, aimed at preserving Western
dominance in the region, sparked wide-
spread opposition and laid the groundwork
for Iran's subsequent revolutionary fervour
under Ayatollah Khomeini's leadership. It
underscores the deceptive facade of Western
foreign policy, which often masks imperi-
al ambitions with the rhetoric of democra-
cy and liberty, perpetuating cycles of
exploitation and subjugation.

The perilous circumstances faced by women in conflict zones cannot be overstated, especially during the ongoing Gaza turmoil

ARCHNA DATTA
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O
nline travel services provider Easy Trip Planners Ltd on Friday reported a 9.56 per
cent increase in consolidated net profit at Rs 45.68 crore in the third quarter ended
December 31, 2023. The company had posted a consolidated net profit of Rs 41.69

crore in the same period last fiscal, Easy Trip Planners, which operates under the brand
EaseMyTrip, said in a regulatory filing.
Consolidated revenue from operations
during the quarter under review stood at
Rs 160.79 crore as against Rs 136.15
crore in the year-ago period, it added.
Total expenses were higher at Rs 105.05
crore as compared to Rs 82.6 crore in the
corresponding period a year ago, the
company said. "Looking ahead, we're
intensifying efforts to grow our air
ticketing business and enhance our
presence in non-air segments such as
hotels, holidays, and transportation on a
global scale," Easy Trip Planners.

E
quity benchmark indices rebounded in early trade on Friday amid buying in Reliance
Industries, Tata Consultancy Services and ICICI Bank along with largely firm Asian
markets. After a flat beginning, the 30-share BSE Sensex further climbed 122.61

points to 71,551.04 in early trade. The Nifty went up by 45.45 points to 21,763.40.
Among the Sensex firms, Reliance Industries, Wipro, State Bank of India, Tata
Consultancy Services, Bajaj Finance,
Axis Bank, ICICI Bank and Tech
Mahindra were the major gainers.
Bharti Airtel, Maruti, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Infosys, HDFC Bank and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were among the
laggards. In Asian markets, Tokyo and
Shanghai were quoting in the positive
territory while Hong Kong traded lower.
The US markets ended in the green on
Thursday. Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs
4,933.78 crore on Thursday.

M
umbai-based D B realty on Friday said its board has in-principally approved a
proposal to demerge the company's hospitality business as part of its efforts to
unlock the value for shareholders. In a regulatory filing, the company informed that

the Board of Directors has considered and in-principally approved the proposal to
demerge its hospitality business
consisting of hotel business and assets.
The assets include Goan Hotels &
Realty Pvt Ltd (a wholly owned
subsidiary), BD and P Hotels (India) Pvt
Ltd (a subsidiary), and Bamboo Hotel
And Global Centre (Delhi) Pvt Ltd (an
associate of the company). "The
demerger will unlock the value of the
real estate and hospitality business for
the company's shareholders, enable a
differentiated strategy to capture the
huge potential of the Indian hospitality
sector, and attract a distinct.

Easy Trip Planners Q3 
net up 9.56% at Rs 45.68 cr

Markets trade firm on buying in
Reliance, TCS

PNS n MUMBAI

Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor M Rajeshwar Rao on
Friday said it is uncharacteris-
tic of non-bank lenders to
seek bank licences when they
are already enjoying some reg-
ulatory advantages.

Addressing a conference on
non-bank finance companies
(NBFCs) organized by CII,
Rao also hit out at certain
microlenders for "misusing"
the liberty offered by the reg-
ulator on interest rates, and
charging high rates.

Rao also expressed displea-
sure at certain peer-to-peer
lending platforms for following
business practices which are
not in line with the licensing
guidelines, and made it clear
that such breaches were not
acceptable.

He also spoke about the con-
stant demand from NBFCs to
convert into banks, and made
it clear that regulations for
even entities in the top-most tier
of NBFCs are not at par with

universal banks, and NBFCs
enjoy some advantages.

"NBFCs have evolved as
niche companies serving specif-
ic economic functions, and it is
uncharacteristic of them to
demand becoming like a bank,"
Rao said.

Interestingly, the remarks
came right after the speech of
Bajaj Finserv's Chairman and
Managing Director Sanjiv Bajaj
in which he said NBFCs have
grown and become more "solid"
courtesy the stronger regulation
and supervision by RBI.

"Why not think of bank

licences for at least a few of
them, especially these NBFCs
who have spent ten years, met
the compliance requirements,
have proved themselves," Bajaj
explained using an analogy
that an NBFC licence is like a
learner's licence before an enti-
ty graduates on to become a
universal bank which can access
the cheap deposits.

Specifically responding to
this request, Rao said universal
bank licences were made on-tap
by the regulator few years ago
but conceded that no entity has
received the nod to operate as

one.
He said RBI is very clear in

not allowing more NBFCs to
accept deposits, and pointed out
that not a single new licence has
been granted, and the number
of deposit-accepting NBFCs
has reduced from over 200 to
only 26 now.

RBI has given a slew of
advantages to NBFCs like eas-
ier or no entry and exit barri-
ers, lower initial capital require-
ment at only Rs 10 crore versus
Rs 1,000 crore for a universal
bank and also no restrictions on
the operations front whereas a
bank has to get branch autho-
rizations, he said.

"What I would like to empha-
size is that the regulations for
NBFCs, especially in the upper
layer, are much more calibrat-
ed, but are not certainly at par
with the regulations applicable
to banks," Rao said.

Meanwhile, he also high-
lighted the regulator's disen-
chantment with the microfi-
nance companies for charging
high interest rates.

Centre released Rs 15,948 crore
to sugar mills in last 5 years
PNS n NEW DELHI

The centre has released about
Rs 15,948 crore under differ-
ent schemes in the last five
years till January 31 to various
sugar mills to improve their
liquidity for clearing cane price
dues of farmers, Parliament
was informed on Friday.

Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel said the central
government, with a view to
improve liquidity of the sugar
mills enabling them to clear
cane price dues of farmers, has
announced these schemes in
the last five years.

These schemes include the
creation and maintenance of a
buffer stock of 30 lakh tonne
of sugar with effect from July
2018 to June 30, 2019; scheme
for defraying expenditure
towards internal transport,
freight, handling, and other
charges on the export of sugar
season 2018-19; and assistance
to sugar mills season 2019-20
to facilitate the export of sugar.

A scheme for providing
assistance to sugar mills for
expenses on marketing costs

including, handling, upgrading
and other processing costs,
and internal transport and
freight charges for sugar sea-
son 2020-21, 2019-20 and
2018-19 was also announced.

"Under these schemes, a
sum of about Rs 15,948 crore
has been released to various
sugar mills of the country in
last five financial years includ-
ing the current financial year
till January 31, 2024," Patel said
in a written reply to the Rajya
Sabha.

She said that the export of
sugar (raw, refined and white
sugar) has been placed under
a restricted category.

In 2022-23, sugar exports
stood at 63 lakh tonne. This
fiscal, no export has hap-
pened.

In a separate reply, she said
that the government has ini-
tiated an exercise to create a
new online platform to con-
nect exporters with various
stakeholders, including Indian
Missions abroad, export pro-
motion councils, and other
partner government agencies.

It would help provide infor-
mation such as the details of
various trade events being
organised and provide infor-
mation on various Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs).

PNS n NEW DELHI

From offering fun activities to
staging stand-up acts and plays,
a new festival "Winteria", start-
ing Saturday, promises to be a
one-stop-shop for wholesome
entertainment of adults and
children alike.

The two-day fest ival ,
scheduled to be held at Noida
Haat, Sector-32, will host a
wide array of activities, a
vibrant shopping zone along
with captivating shows and
performances.

"As Indians are getting
more inclined towards mod-
ernised and vibrant culture
and continuing to explore
more for their leisure pur-
suits, in tandem, we are ded-
icated to creating a truly

unique experience and
Winteria's dynamic series of
enthralling activities will fos-
ter a great sense of engage-
ment," Dhruv Maheshwari,
co-founder of Winteria, said
in a statement.

Hoping to become a flag-
ship winter festival, the event
boasts of a whimsical 'ice
and snow zone', thrilling
rides, and the choicest of
delicacies from a variety of
cuisines from world over.

The event will also witness
stand-up acts by comedians
Pawan Singh and Rakesh
Addlakha, and popular plays
like “Chainpur Ki Daastan”
and “Baap Re Baap”.

The ticket of the festival,
which will come to a close on
Sunday, is Rs 399.

Peninsula
Land posts Rs
33 crore PAT
in Q3
PNS n NEW DELHI

Realty firm Peninsula Land
Ltd has reported a more than
two-fold jump in consolidat-
ed profit after tax to Rs 32.63
crore for the December quar-
ter on lower expenses.

Its profit stood at Rs 12.37
crore in the year-ago period.

The company's total income
declined to Rs 144.81 crore in
the third quarter of this fiscal
from Rs 256.31 crore in the
corresponding period of the
previous year, according to a
recent regulatory filing.

Peninsula Land Ltd, a part
of the Ashok Piramal Group,
has projects in Mumbai, Pune,
Bengaluru, Lonavala, Nashik,
and Goa.

The two-day festival, scheduled to be held
at Noida Haat, Sector-32, will host a wide
array of activities, a vibrant shopping
zone along with captivating shows and
performances

PNS n NEW DELHI

New credit card offerings and
lower finance costs helped
fintech player Zaggle Prepaid
Ocean Services Ltd post a
strong 35 per cent growth in
revenue in the December
quarter, a top company official
said on Friday.

The fintech player, which
provides spend management
products and solutions, also
said that its recent Rs 200 crore
deal with Torrent Gas Ltd
offers significant volume and
margin potential.

Zaggle reported its all-time
high quarterly revenue of Rs
199.5 crore for the October-
December quarter of 2023-24,
a growth of 35.1 per cent over
Rs 147 crore in the year-ago
period.

"The record-breaking per-
formance is a result of our
product portfolio's strategic

diversification and the suc-
cessful launch of commercial
credit card offerings," Zaggle
executive chairman and
founder Raj P Narayanam
said.

"With Torrent Gas Ltd join-
ing as a client, we have entered
the fleet loyalty card pro-
gram, offering significant vol-
ume and margin potential," he
said, adding that the compa-
ny is tapping into India's vast
fleet spends market estimated
to be worth Rs 73,000 crore.

Zaggle reported a 92.7 per
cent jump in net profit to Rs
19.5 crore for the third quar-
ter of FY24 compared to Rs
10.1 crore in the year-ago
period.

Higher other interest
income on increased cash or
bank balances post IPO and a
drop in finance cost following
repayment of debt helped
boost the profit.

PNS n MUMBAI

India’s Home Minister Amit
Shah will deliver a keynote
address at India Global
Forum’s Annual Investment
Summit on 6 March at the Jio
Convention Centre, Mumbai.

Under the theme, ‘NXT10’
India Global Forum (IGF) will
be examining the next decade
of India's growth, as the coun-
try continues its march
towards becoming the third
largest economy in the world.
‘NXT10’ will convene leading
figures from the world of busi-
ness, politics, art and culture
from 5-6 March to discuss
what the next ten years beck-
ons for India’s economy and
geopolitical standing.

In a highly anticipated ses-
sion titled ‘What Analysts Get
Wrong About India’, Union
Minister Amit Shah will tack-
le head-on his views on narra-
tives that often dominate west-
ern headlines about India's
growth, politics and society.

Manoj Ladwa, Founder &
Chairman, IGF, said, "Home
Minister Amit Shah’s first ever
intervention of this nature at
India Global Forum will be
keenly awaited not only in
India, but globally. 

He will set out, I am sure in
his own candid style, his
assessment of the India today,
and his vision for the coming
decade.”

“India has experienced
remarkable progress in the
last 10 years. India is now lead-

ing the world in technology,
innovation and science. The
world has seen the rise of a
nation confident in itself, and
its place in the world. India is
expected to become the third-
largest economy in the world
with a GDP of $5 trillion in the
next three years and touch $7
trillion by 2030. NXT10 her-
alds a pivotal decade for India
as a global powerhouse,” said
Manoj Ladwa.

Other prominent personal-
ities joining the ‘NXT10’
Summit lineup include
Maharashtra's Deputy Chief
Minister and Industries
Minister, Devendra Fadnavis,
who will provide an in-depth
analysis of Maharashtra's eco-
nomic landscape. 

Fadnavis will shed light on
the state's ambitious plan to
catapult itself into a $1 trillion
economy, leveraging its coastal
advantages and strategic initia-
tives. The summit will also
host Rick Reider, Managing

Director and BlackRock's
Global Chief Investment
Officer of Fixed Income, who
will offer insights into the
global investment landscape,
providing attendees with valu-
able perspectives on navigating
the complexities of interna-
tional markets.

One of the highlights of
‘NXT10’ will be a captivating
conversation between best-
selling authors Jeffrey Archer
and Amish Tripathi, who will
delve into the art of modern
storytelling and narrative set-
ting.

One can find the full list of
speakers and programme
schedule here.

About India Global Forum
India Global Forum tells

the story of contemporary
India. The pace of change and
growth India has set itself is an
opportunity for the world.
IGF is the gateway for busi-
nesses and nations to help
seize that opportunity.  

“India has experienced
remarkable progress in
the last 10 years. India is
now leading the world in
technology, innovation
and science. The world
has seen the rise of a
nation confident in itself,
and its place in the
world. India is expected
to become the third-
largest economy in the
world 

EESL inks initial pacts worth Rs 500 cr
with state bodies, industry partners
PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned Energy Efficiency
Services Ltd (EESL) has inked
initial pacts worth Rs 500
crore with key state bodies and
industry partners at the India
Energy Week, to formulate a
framework for longstanding
collaboration in key areas of
energy efficiency.

Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council, Leh
(LAHDC), and Vidhya
Pratishthan have partnered
with EESL, the company said
in a statement on Friday.

The MoUs with the two
entities, valued at Rs 300 crore
and Rs 200 crore, respectively,
focus on crucial aspects of

energy efficiency, including
lighting, clean cooking, space
heating, renewables, e-mobil-
ity, cooling, and consultancy.

According to the statement,
the EESL, a joint venture of
public sector undertaking
under the Ministry of Power,
has signed Memoranda of

Understanding (MoUs) worth
Rs 500 crore with key state
bodies and industry partners at
the India Energy Week 2024.

The focus of the MoUs
signed during the event is to
formulate a framework for
longstanding collaboration in
key areas of energy efficiency.

These agreements lay the
foundation for executing pro-
jects that implement energy-
efficient measures across var-
ious facilities, regions, and
communities.

The MoU with LAHDC
includes space heating solu-
tions across various locations
in the Union Territory of
Ladakh, using innovative heat
pump technology.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Logistics and warehousing
exhibition platform LogiMAT
India on Friday said it part-
nered with Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya to foster
knowledge transfer, skill devel-
opment and innovation to
help create one crore jobs in
the sector by 2027.

Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya, a central
university at Vadodra in
Gujarat, provides transport
and logistics skill training.

The logistics industry in
India is one of the largest
employment sectors, provid-
ing livelihoods to over 22 mil-
lion people, and the sector is
estimated to add 1 crore jobs
by 2027, LogiMAT said in a
statement.

The collaboration between
LogiMAT India and Gati
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya aims
to foster a robust exchange of
knowledge, promote skill

development initiatives, and
foster innovation, it said.

LogiMAT also said an exhi-
bition, LogiMAT India 2024,
will be held at the India Expo
Mart, Greater Noida in the
national capital region from
February 28 to March 1.

Being organised by Messe
Stuttgart India, the LogiMAT
India 2024 is expected to
emerge as the epicentre of
cutting-edge logistics tech-
nologies. The event will be a
satellite show of Europe's
biggest intra-logistics exhibi-
tion LogiMAT Stuttgart, it
said.

Sachin Patil, MD and CEO
of Messe Stuttgart India, said
in the statement, "At the heart
of LogiMAT India lies the
mission to propel the logistics
sector forward and bolster the
nation's economy. We are
thrilled to partner with Gati
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya in
our endeavour to enhance the
logistics landscape in India."

Rupee falls 7
paise to close
at 83.03
against US$
PNS n MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated by 7
paise to 83.03 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday, tracking a strong
American currency and ele-
vated crude oil prices in the
international market.

Forex traders said the
Indian rupee depreciated as
foreign fund outflows
weighed on the rupee.
However, positive domestic
markets cushioned the down-
side.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.96 and
finally settled at 83.03 (pro-
visional) against the dollar,
down by 7 paise from its pre-
vious close.

On Thursday, the rupee
settled on a flat note at 82.96
against the US dollar, after the
Reserve Bank decided to
keep the key policy rate
unchanged for the sixth time
in a row to maintain a tight
vigil on inflation.

Winteria festival to debut in Noida 

New card offerings, lower
finance cost drive Q3
revenue growth of Zaggle 

SKILL DEVELOPMENT, JOB CREATION

LogiMAT India ties up with
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya  

Shah to headline India Global
Forum’s NXT10 Investment Summit 

D B realty board gives nod to
demerge hospitality business

Entero Healthcare
IPO subscribed
10 % on first day 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The initial share sale of
healthcare products distribu-
tor Entero Healthcare
Solutions received 10 per
cent subscription on the first
day of bidding on Friday.

The Rs 1,600 crore-Initial
Public Offering (IPO) got
bids for 6,89,678 shares
against 71,50,100 shares on
offer, as per NSE data.

The category for Retail
Individual Investors (RIIs)
got subscribed 45 per cent
while the quota for non-
institutional investors
received 4 per cent subscrip-
tion.

Uncharacteristic of NBFCs 
to seek bank licences: RBI 
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P
remiered on Prime Video, Mr & Mrs Smith is
receiving appreciation and love from critics and
audiences globally for its mind-blowing action

sequences, romance, and gripping storyline. The story
revolves around two strangers who land a job working
for a mysterious spy agency that offers them a glorious
life of espionage, wealth, world travel, and a dream
brownstone in Manhattan. Lead actor and creator,
Donald Glover meticulously planned every step of the
series keeping in mind the essence of the movie but
also advancing and updating the same foundation to
notch up the thrill and adrenaline amongst the viewers. 

Glover who plays the role of John Smith talks about
meeting the legendary OG Mr Smith AKA Brad Pitt
while preparing for this series. He said, “I met Brad
and we talked a little bit about his movie but I am a
very big under-promise and over-deliver. I feel with

remakes, people already
hate them, they are
already mad about it and
I like that because that
puts you in a place
where you have to have a
point of view and not do
the same thing over.”

He further explained
why it was important to
have female writers
room for the series,
“Francesca Sloane who is
the writer of Atlanta is
an amazing writer, a
really sweet person, and
a good friend. When we
started writing for the
series, Mr & Mrs Smith,
one thing that we
thought was important
was to have a female
perspective. My main
thought behind this was
if we are going to talk
about relationships, it is
imperative to have
women’s perspectives
throughout the entire
series. I thought the
female gaze for the
whole story would be
cool. Apart from me and
my brother, everyone in
the writing room was
female and I genuinely
feel that it helped the
show.”

Actor Donald
Glover talks about
having a female
writers’ room for
Mr & Mrs Smith

Actor Donald
Glover talks about
having a female
writers’ room for
Mr & Mrs Smith
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Arbaaz Khan is a contented spouse.
On December 24, 2018, he married

Shura Khan at the residence of his sis-
ter Arpita Khan Sharma. The actor dis-
cussed how it was “inappropriate” for

his ex-girlfriend Giorgia Andriani to
discuss their relationship while he was
getting married. 

Before he even met Shura, he revealed
to the publication that he and Giorgia

had been separated for two years.
Giorgia had informed a few days prior to
his wedding that “we eventually decided
to part ways mutually, but it took us a
long time to make this decision.” Arbaaz,
on the other hand, thinks it was “unfor-
tunate and inappropriate” and that she
didn’t need to discuss their relationship.

“I am aware that certain recent inter-
views may convey an impression that
everything was well up until the very
end, which is untrue. It is regrettable
that I have to sit here and make such
clarification, but I had a year of dating
period with her before my previous
relationship even ended. Those inter-
views did not provide a timetable,
which leads people to assume that they
“moved from this into that.” However,
that is untrue. Before I met Shura, I had
been single for over a year and a half.
That is the way things actually are.”

Giorgia and Arbaaz began dating in
2018, and in 2023, rumors of their split
broke out. She stated that they had cho-
sen to end their relationship amicably
and that she will “always have feelings”
for him. 

Ali Fazal and Richa Chadha are expecting
their first child together. The couple
announced the news in a sweet and

inventive way on Instagram. With the
release of their critically acclaimed film

Girls Will Be Girls, which made its
Sundance Film Festival debut last month,
the performers recently transitioned into

production.
Richa and her spouse Ali Fazal made a

joint post on their respective accounts on
Friday. The equation in the first picture was

unique: 1 + 1 = 3. The couple could be
seen looking into each other's eyes in the

second picture. Ali was dressed in a
brightly colored shirt and a white topcoat,

while Richa was wearing a black dress
with ruffled sleeves. At the bottom of the

image was an emoji that looked pregnant.
“A tiny heartbeat is the loudest sound in

our world” was the caption on their post.
The performers who wished the couple

well in the comments section were Elnaaz
Norouzi, Saiyami Kher, Shweta Basu

Prasad, and Shriya Pilgaonkar. Richa and
Ali got to know each other on the set of
their hit show, Fukrey. In 2022, they got

married to one another! 

RICHA CHADHA 
AND ALI FAZAL 

EXPECTING THEIR
FIRST CHILD

what’s brewing?

A
ce actor Mark Ruffalo has
become the latest celebrity to

receive his star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
in a ceremony. 

The Poor Things actor appeared at the special occasion
with his wife Sunrise Coigney and two of their three kids —
Bella, 18, and Keen, 22. Odette, 16, People reported. In his

acceptance speech, Mark expressed his gratitude to his family.
“My kids, Bella and Keen and Odette, you taught me so much about
being a parent, being a man, being an actor, and this is your star, my
whole family, in ways that you won’t understand for some time,” he

said. Mark’s close friend and actor Jennifer Garner was also present at
the ceremony. She gave a huge shout out to Mark. “How lucky are

we to have been in a movie that kids are still dressing up as for
Halloween?” said Garner in her speech, before listing some of

Ruffalo’s other leading ladies.
Mark is the 2,772nd person to receive a star on the

famed street. He also received a tribute from
director David Fincher, who he worked

with in the 2007 crime drama
Zodiac.

Hollywood Walk of Fame star awarded 
to Mark Ruffalo now

Arbaaz Khan's ex-girlfriend Giorgia
Andriani opens up about their breakup;

Khan deems it offensive
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E
very year, entrepreneurs start hun-
dreds of thousands of businesses,
but many of them never succeed.

However, sometimes what you see in
real life surpasses your expectations. We
prefer to call it the Maison Sia experi-
ence, although some call it magic that
started like rockets going away. The
founder, Vratika Aggarwal, enticed us to
interview her exclusively with the way
she has turned a place of carefully cho-
sen, superior elegance into a place to
embellish your house.

“The imposition of not owning opu-
lent house furnishings is what inspired
the creation of this pavilion. I have been
travelling the world and gathering bits
of knowledge here and there. There are
instances when people are searching for
a masterpiece or a brand but lack the
necessary knowledge. I didn’t want any-
one to rely just on what was readily
available to them in that situation. I
considered going above and beyond, as
you can see. I have observed instances
where individuals import high-end
items from overseas, only to discover
they are mismatched in colour or dam-
aged. Europe is the spot for me when it
comes to exquisite designs and superior
aesthetics. From the markets of America
to the heart of Italy, which is Florence,
we have artists working for us. Thus, I
lean more towards modernism, and in
my view, adding traditional items is just
as significant for that reason. In Venice
and throughout Italy, there are incredi-
bly old stores that complement my tra-
ditional and modern designs,” shared
Vratika, the founder of Maison Sia,
who has an impeccable taste in
home decor.

Her forms itself with the
dynamics and creates the
colourful aspect for your homes
while emanating artifice and
leaving lasting memories while
also following regular design
transitions! She gives more
details about how to make sure
the assortment is unique:
“Everything you see in the store is
completely hand-curated by me.
The majority of my days are spent
visiting factories and meeting var-
ious artists from around the
world. I bring the most beautiful
and highly desirable works back
to my native country. I only
purchase items that comple-
ment luxurious spaces since
that’s more like me.”

In essence, Vratika is shap-
ing your individuality, cre-
ativity, and expression into
the home of your desires.
Including her switch from
fashion to interior design,
which obviously requires a
great deal of influence! She
elaborated, saying, “I have
come to a really significant
turning point in my life. If you
follow the book, the seven aspects

of design that make up interior design
aid in curating. The field of interior
design is very broad. Hyderabadis are
truly willing to spend big and make
extravagant purchases! Of course, they
know how to splurge on luxury. And
when I visit Hyderabad, I meet busi-
nesspeople who share my taste for ele-
gance, which inspired me to create one
of my operations here.”

It is a pavilion of everything remark-
able, as the name implies, that continu-
ally transitions to show you objects of
art and resembles the moon in all its
phases. It makes an effort to find and
deliver the best and newest collections
possible from international companies
and nations! She stated, “The most
beautiful part about my venture is pre-
serving history, which also reflects
restoration of some kind,” confirming
this consistency. “My research indicates
that our artists are already the finest at
what they do because they are carrying
on with us the 100-year-old legacies of
the same artistry. You see, through my
venture and me, the traditional craft of
Italy and Switzerland in particular has

gained a voice and a place
in our nation. In

search of pieces,
I have been

travelling to
the most

bizarre
and stun-
ning
places on
earth.”
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TEJAL SINHA

T
he rich Hyderabadi cuisine has
developed into an intriguing
fusion of indigenous flavours

and international dishes because of the
city's large population of both local and
foreign residents. There are countless
food outlets around the city due to the
vernacular type of development.

Well, as the saying goes, ‘there is no
charm equal to Hyderabad’ and so did
this charm equally embrace our guest
for the day, Debaditya Chaudhury,
MD, Chowman, Oudh 1590 and
Chapter 2. Basically, for our special
weekly column, he shares, “During my
expansion plan, Hyderabad was the
third on my list after Bangalore and
Delhi because Hyderabad is one such
destination that has explored and
prioritised the diversity of food, unlike
many other states. However, I observed
that despite being so food-inclined,
this renowned city of Nizams lacked
one thing that fell into my favour —
and that was the Chinese category.
This is where I brought in Chowman,
a breakthrough to the food line-up
with an exotic array of dishes inspired
by Asian cuisine — a one-of-a-kind
fine dining experience but at a much
more affordable price. Chowman
came with the promise of intro-
ducing to the Hyderabadis an
unexplored genre of Chinese,
and hence began the journey.”

The managing director is
elated with the way the ‘city
of pearls’ has been treating
him and the team on the pro-
fessional front. And one
word he says for it is ‘fabu-
lous’. “We have received so
much love, and that is evi-
dent from the regular crowd
that we get to witness. It’s just
been a few months, and
Chowman has started
being a word of mouth for
food lovers in Hyderabad.
The city has fetched us one

of the highest sales, leaving us with
immense scope and exposure.”

With immense gratitude to
the stars for the love, he fur-
ther shares, “It is not an
easy task to break a cer-
tain genre of taste buds,
uproot the taste restric-
tion in an unknown ter-
rain, and introduce
something that is
absolutely different.
Standing there, we have
just not received customers;
we have received love, expec-
tation, and demands. That is the
super profit — that commendable
love towards our brand.”

The Paradise Biryani and, of course,
‘Irani Chai’, just like many of us,

Debaditya too loves the most when
thinking about Hyderabad. “I am
absolutely unabashed about my com-
mitment to any food because I can eat
everything, and as long as it tastes
good, nothing else matters. While
Chinese is something that I can swear
by, Biryani is a weakness. And like
everyone, I have grown up hearing the
quintessential Paradise Biryani. Even

before visiting Hyderabad, 3–4
years ago, when Kolkata

opened its first
Paradise Biryani
branch in Park
Street, I would
often visit the
place, and I was
truly amazed. So
yes, that’s some-
thing that comes
first to mind, fol-
lowed by the Irani
Chai.”

Recalling one
of the fondest
memories he has
had in the city

has certainly

been the launch of their first outlet in
Kukatpally.

He further goes on to share, “It has
really been in smooth waters so far!
Hyderabad has fetched us one of the
highest sales within these few months,
and the immense popularity in this
brief span got me to start another out-
let in E-City. The expansion of the city
is ongoing, and soon we will be open-
ing a few more in the coming 6–8
months. In Hyderabad, food holds a
special place in the hearts of its res-
idents, who are known for their love
of exploring new culinary offerings
while remaining loyal to their
favourite traditional dishes. Over
time, social media platforms have

played a significant role in amplify-
ing food crazes in the city, with

food bloggers and food enthu-
siasts sharing their dining

experiences and recom-
mendations, creating

buzz around trending
foods and restau-
rants. I believe the
food scene in
Hyderabad is
dynamic, blending
traditional flavours
with modern influ-

ences to cater to the
diverse tastes of its

residents and visitors.
Whether it’s the iconic

biryani and haleem or
innovative Chinese dishes,

Hyderabad’s culinary land-
scape offers something for

everyone.”
Well, one thing that he likes the

most about the city is how well it has
developed in terms of infrastructure.
Despite the urbanisation, Hyderabad
emanates a fine balance of the tradi-
tional royal and the high-rise urban.
But on the contrary, “What I dislike
about Hyderabad is that the city is very
small. There is such a beautiful skyline
that it makes you wish to move all
around and explore, but you need to
be prepared for the streets to end in a
jiffy.” 

All-in-all, Hyderabad holds a spe-
cial place in his heart as a passionate
foodie.

“For me, it’s more than just a city;
it's a culinary paradise. From the
mouth-watering biryanis to the vibrant
street food scene, every bite resonates
with the richness of Hyderabad’s culi-
nary heritage. Beyond its delectable
cuisine, Hyderabad embodies a cultur-
al richness that is truly captivating.
Despite the rapid urbanisation, the
city’s essence as the land of Nizams and
royals is still palpable. The people of
Hyderabad exude a zest for life that is
infectious, reflecting the city’s dynam-

ic character and
historical lega-
cy,” signs off the
interviewee.

TANISHA SAXENA

C
reating anthologies in cinema involves weaving
together diverse short films or segments into a
cohesive narrative. The crux lies in thematic

unity, seamless transitions, and maintaining a com-
pelling overall storyline while allowing individual pieces
to shine. In Lantrani, on Zee5, three directors come
together to give us three different stories.

A dignified policeman (played by Johnny Lever) with
a quarter-century desk tenure has been given the task,
on the day of his retirement, to take an accused to the
court hearing. He is given a gun and a sleek bullet bike
to transport the accused to court. As he unravels the
convict’s untold story, he decides to let him escape.

Meanwhile, Gomti Devi, a Dalit Sarpanch (portrayed
by Nimisha Sajayan), breaking barriers as a first-time
member, confronts the harsh reality of powerless
authority. Teaming up with her husband, their protest
outside the DDO’s office takes an unforeseen twist,
challenging the very system she sought to change.

And, in a desperate bid to salvage their local news
channel from closure, a resilient group of employees
organises a live primetime bulletin featuring a
COVID-positive journalist, all in the name of secur-
ing a vital hand sanitizer sponsor called Covinaash.

These tales converge to showcase the resilience of
individuals choosing uncharted paths in the tapestry
of small-town life. In one scene from the first film, Hud
Hud Dabang, a police officer uses a rope instead of
handcuffs, joking that handcuffs only exist in movies.
It's a humorous yet truthful moment, making us think
about the lack of realism in many films.

Hud Hud Dabang tackles homosexuality in a
unique way, not the usual way we’re used to seeing it.
It might be a bit tricky to grasp at first, but once you
dig into the story and characters, it starts making sense.
Embracing this exhilarating departure, Johnny Lever,
in this distinctive role, skillfully brings a quirky yet
impactful essence to the character of a policeman.

The cinematography brings rural life to life in a gen-
uine way, going beyond the usual picturesque fields

and charming mud-brick homes. It dives into the heart
of how things truly are in the countryside, where peo-
ple lead lives far removed from the hustle and bustle
of the city.

The film Sanitized Samarchar, directed by Bhaskar
Hazarika, unfolds a story about a group of people work-
ing in a small newsroom during the tough times of
COVID-19. While the plot might be easy to guess, it
offers a unique perspective on how these employees
navigate the challenges. One interesting twist involves
a COVID-positive journalist presenting a live prime-
time bulletin sponsored by a hand sanitizer brand called
Covinaash. In a poignant moment, as her colleagues
escort her from home to the studio, an unexpected
pause occurs at a beauty parlour. The proprietress wryly
remarks, “After four months, my parlour is opening.
If anyone sees, it might have to close forever.” This
humorous yet sobering commentary underscores the

harsh realities people faced during those times. When
livelihoods hung in the balance, choices became a lux-
ury one couldn’t afford.

The narrative in Dharna Mana Hai, helmed by
Gurvinder Singh, unfolds a distinctive yet slightly
lengthy tale. Gomti Devi, alongside her husband, por-
trayed by Jitendra Kumar, takes a stand through a
Dharna, challenging the system. Devi is powerful, yet
she doesn’t actually have any power. Both actors bring
authenticity to the character, showing how people find
their own ways of confrontation. The problem is the
duration of the film, which could have been reduced.

In the end, Lantrani is a thoughtful work that
immerses us in three different worlds where people
grapple with life’s challenges in their own ways. It may
be complex at first, but once understood, it becomes
relatable to everyone, even those unfamiliar with those
specific worlds.

FROM THE
MARKETS OF
AMERICA TO THE
HEART OF ITALY,
WHICH IS
FLORENCE, WE HAVE
ARTISTS WORKING
FOR US, SAYS
VRATIKA, THE
FOUNDER OF
MAISON SIA.

OLD FOREIGN 
CRAFTS MAKING 

ITS WAY TO INDIA

Lantrani serves up a bite-sized buffet of unexpected stories
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Directors: Gurvinder Singh, Kaushik Ganguly, and
Bhaskar Hazarika
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and Riju Das

Music: Indraadip Dasgupta

Producer: Pranay Garg, Piyush Gupta

Cast: Johnny Lever, Jitendra Kumar, Jisshu
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‘Hyderabad to me is more than just a city; 

it’s a culinary paradise’
For our special

weekly column of
Hyderabond, we have
Debaditya Chaudhury,
MD, Chowman, Oudh

1590, Chapter 2,
share his culinary

experiences with the
city, and more.
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AP n LONDON

Former skipper Michael Vaughan is worried
England will become a side that doesn’t win

much despite putting in the hard yards, adding
that the team’s batting unit needs to strike a
balance between playing aggressive and
traditional cricket to succeed in India.
Since adopting the ‘Bazball’ approach, England
have enjoyed a good run but the same no-
holds-barred approach has also cost them
several matches and series, including the Ashes
last year.
“England have become a difficult team to
criticise too much because they are so good to

watch. Every game they play has us all
absolutely gripped, and they have improved
massively under Ben Stokes,” Vaughan wrote in

his coulmn for ‘The Telegraph’.
“However, I do worry that they might become
a team who do all this great work only to not
actually win very much. They didn’t win the
Ashes when they should have done and now
they have let India back into a series when they
still have a load of big names, including Virat
Kohli, to come back.”
England had taken a 1-0 lead in the five-match
series in India but Ben Stokes and his men let
the hosts draw parity in the second Test as all
their batters, barring Zak Crawley, were unable
to get big scores.
“England will not win the series if they bat the
way they did in Visakhapatnam. I actually

think the batsmen need to take a leaf out of the
bowlers’ book. With ball in hand, they have
been quite traditional at times, aggressive at
others, and they have gone up and down the
gears in terms of how attacking their fields
have been.”
England had pulled off a dramatic 28-run win
in the series opener on the back of vice-captain
Ollie Pope’s epic second-innings knock of 196
and left-arm spinner Tom Hartley’s seven-
wicket haul in the second innings.”The young
spinners have been fantastic but, for me, James
Anderson’s brilliant performance shows that
they have to get another seamer, probably Ollie
Robinson, in the side with him,” he said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

S
hreyas Iyer is unlikely to
be picked in the India
squad for the remainder

of the Test series against
England after complaining of
stiffness in his back and groin.
Iyer has had recurring
troubles with his back and
had also undergone a surgery
last year.
The 29-year-old made 35, 13,
27, 29 in the opening two
Tests and was guilty of not
capitalising on starts.
“He has complained of
stiffness and back issue,” a
BCCI source told PTI.
India are already reeling with
injuries to key players K L Rahul and Ravindra Jadeja. Star batter Virat Kohli had missed the first two Tests due

to personal reasons and is
unlikely to be available for the
games in Rajkot and Ranchi
as well. 
The selectors are yet to
announce the squad for the
last three Tests but they could
do that on Friday.
On Monday, India bounced
back to level the five-match
series with a 106-run victory
in Visakhapatnam. England,
who have flown back to Abu
Dhabi before the third Test in
Rajkot beginning February
15, won the series opener by
28 runs. 
India will be assemble in
Rajkot on February 11 and
England are expected to reach
there a day after. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Aamir Hassan had to learn
quite early in life that left

is right for him.
He didn’t really have a
choice. Fingers of his right
hand had to be amputated
when he was just an infant
after burn injuries caused by
an accident deteriorated into
severe infection. But life
wasn’t done testing him.
As if being forced to become
a southpaw wasn’t enough,
he also had to grow up the
hard way in Tarzoo Village,
just three kilometres from

Sopore town in Kashmir
valley which earned fame for
its apple orchards and
notoriety for being
militancy-infested during the
‘90s. Being the eldest child in

his family, he gave up
education to help his father,
who worked in those
picturesque apple orchards.
What he never gave up was
his cricketing ambition.

“Infrastructure is a problem
in Kashmir. I daily walk three
kilometres from my village
for practice. As far as
disturbances were
concerned, I never got
perturbed by them,” the left-
arm pacer, who is part of the
national cricket team for the
differently-abled, told PTI
during an interaction here.
The side has done
exceptionally well in the past
few years winning the 2019
and 2023 World Cup for the
differently-abled, and then
beating England in a bilateral
T20 series last month. The

achievements become all the
more significant given the
challenges posed by the
COVID-19 disruption.
“From childhood, all I
wanted to do was to play
cricket. I would go for
training and come back
home. I never indulged in
any gossip or activity that
would disturb my focus,” said
Aamir, who idolises former
pacer Irfan Pathan and the
first J&K player to represent
India, all-rounder Parvez
Rasool. 
Now in his early 20s, Aamir
is the leading seamer of team,

having played the two World
Cups and the recent series
against England where he got
five wickets in five games.
Not only Aamir but national
vice-captain Wasim Iqbal
and batter Majid Magray,
both of whom hail from
Anantnag, and Jaffer Bhatt
(batter) from Srinagar are
shining examples of how
cricket for the specially-abled
has picked up in the valley.
Aamir practised bowling
while playing with able-
bodied boys of his village and
that helped him stay a cut
above the rest when it came

to competing against other
physically challenged
cricketers. “You know when
National Schools
(Championship) was held
years ago, I played under
Abdul Samad’s captaincy, the
guy who plays for Sunrisers
Hyderabad,” Aamir said with
a lot of pride.
Ravikant Chauhan, the
secretary of the Differently-
Abled Cricket Council of
India (DCCI), which has
been recognised by the
BCCI, gave an insight into
the growth of cricket in the
State.

AP n MUNICH

Bayern Munich is set to
welcome back three

players to its squad to play at
title rival Bayer Leverkusen in
the Bundesliga on Saturday,
but goalkeeper Manuel Neuer
remains an injury doubt.
Bayern is two points behind
league leader Leverkusen,
which is unbeaten in 30
games in all competitions this
season. 
This game is “the moment to
put the cards on the table” in
the title race, Bayern coach
Thomas Tuchel said Friday,
adding that he expects
Leverkusen will get support
from “neutral fans” across
Germany who are keen to see
Bayern’s 11-year run of league
titles come to an end. 
Tuchel said he plans to have
central defender Kim Min-jae
back after he reached the
Asian Cup semifinals with
South Korea, and that
defender Dayot Upamecano
and midfielder Joshua
Kimmich are expected to be
in the squad after recovering
from injuries.
Upamecano has been out with
a hamstring injury and
Kimmich with shoulder
problems since both were
hurt in Bayern’s 1-0 win over
Union Berlin on Jan. 24.
Tuchel recalled how

Upamecano returned from
another injury last year and
scored the opening goal in a
statement win over Borussia
Dortmund.
Tuchel said a decision would
be taken on Neuer’s fitness
after training Friday after the
goalkeeper missed training
earlier this week with an
unspecified problem. Backup
Sven Ullreich would step in if
Neuer can’t play, Tuchel
added.
Forwards Kingsley Coman
and Serge Gnabry remain out
with injury as does left back
Alphonso Davies, who
strained a knee ligament in
last week’s 3-1 win over
Borussia Moenchengladbach.

PTI n JOHANNESBURG

Former South Africa
captain A B de Villiers has

said that he “made a terrible
mistake” by sharing “false
information” about the
personal reasons that have
forced star India batter Virat
Kohli to take a break from
international cricket, insisting
that he has no idea “what’s
happening there”.
On his Youtube channel a few
days ago, de Villiers had
claimed that Kohli opted out
of the first two Tests of the
ongoing home series against
England due to the impending
arrival of his second child
with actor wife Anushka
Sharma.
On Thursday night, he back-

tracked on that statement in
an interaction with select
media on the sidelines of the
ongoing SA T20 here. 
“Family comes first, it’s
priority as I said on my
Youtube channel. I also made
a terrible mistake at the same
time, sharing false

information that was not true
at all,” de Villiers, who is the
brand ambassador of the
event, said.
“I just think that whatever is
best for Virat and his family
comes first, no one knows
what’s happening there. All I
can do is wish him well.

Whatever the reason is for this
break, I really hope he comes
back stronger and better,
healthy and fresh and ready to
take on the world,” he added. 
Kohli is unlikely to play any
part in the ongoing series.

Look forward to seeing SKY
at T20 World Cup

De Villiers also spoke about
international cricket in general
during the interaction.
The original Mr 360 degree,
who could hit the ball to just
about any corner of the
ground, de Villiers said he is
eager to see Surya Kumar
Yadav’s performance in the
T20 World Cup, where he
feels, India would be one of
the strongest contenders.

PTI n BENGALURU

Former top-30 Canadian ten-
nis star Vasek Pospisil,

whose career has been hit by a
spate of injuries, was on Friday
handed a wild card entry in the
singles main draw of the
Bengaluru Open Challenger
event.
Pospisil had won the 2014
Wimbledon doubles title with
American Jack Sock and also
made the singles quarterfinal at
the grass court major in 2015.
The 33-year-old old was ranked
as high as 25 in singles in 2014
and fourth in the ATP doubles
chart the following year. He
also has a victory over the then
World number one, Andy
Murray in 2017. 
Indian conditions are not alien
to Pospisil, who has competed
in the country thrice at the
Chennai Open, the ATP 250
event that was moved to Pune

before going off the calender.
“I’m really excited to be in India
again, and I’m very grateful to
the event organisers for giving

me the opportunity. I love the
energy of this country and the
people here so I’m hoping to
have a great week,” said Pospisil,

who is making a comeback and
is now ranked 816.
Pospisil has had to contend
with a few injuries in his career
that pegged him back. He had
to battle a back injury in 2019
for which he had to undergo
surgery, and then faced an
elbow issue in 2022 but is
determined to bounce back. 
Sunil Yajaman, Tournament
Director said, “Vasek Pospisil
has always been one of the
finest players on the Tour. He
is an inspiration and it’s nice he
has chosen to be in Bengaluru.
His life story and achieve-
ments speak for themselves.”
“His presence adds strength to
the field and makes the event
more competitive. I am sure the
Sporting fans of Bengaluru
would enjoy watching Vasek
and all the budding players of
the city would look forward
interacting with him and get
motivated.” 

Pospisil gets wild card for Bengaluru Open

Iyer unlikely to be picked
for last three Tests

Kashmir differently abled cricketers shine 

After complaining of groin and back stiffness

AP n BENONI (SOUTH
AFRICA) 

India U19 player Naman
Tiwari wants to bowl the

fastest ball in the world by
drawing inspiration
watching videos of former
greats and following the
advice of pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah.
Left-arm pacer Naman, 18,
who is grabbing headlines
in the ongoing U19 World
Cup here, has found the
tips he received from
Bumrah at the NCA
working magic, and is now
looking forward to the title
clash against Australia on
Sunday.
Lucknow boy Naman has
troubled rival batters with
his yorkers and speed,
grabbing 10 wickets so far,
with a four-wicket haul
against Ireland.
“Bumrah is a source of
inspiration for us. I watch
his bowling videos a lot. I
have met him several times
at NCA and talked to him a
lot about the mentality and
skills of a bowler,” Naman
told PTI Bhasha on the
sidelines of a practice
session at Willowmoore
Park Stadium here.
“He has explained a lot (of
things to me), which is
useful. He told me how to
bowl accurate yorkers, and
I have worked a lot (on that
aspect) following his
advice. I have to work hard
to bring more aggression in
this (my bowling),” he said.
“I try to learn something
from every bowler I like. I
try to understand and learn
by watching his (Bumrah’s
)videos. I like Shoaib
Akhtar’s speed, Dale Steyn’s
swing and Mitchell Starc’s
aggression very much,” he
said.
Naman originally wanted
to become a batter but
fewer opportunities turned
him to bowling.

“I started playing cricket as
a batsman but I was not
getting many chances.
That’s why I started
bowling at an academy in
Lucknow. Since I am left-
handed, I became a left-
arm fast bowler,” he said.
Naman’s father is an LIC
agent and the pressure to
focus on academics was
immense given his middle-
class background. But his
heart was in cricket.
“Papa always told me to
focus on studies. I was in
seventh standard and
wanted to play cricket. I
asked my father to give me
three years’ time to prove
myself in cricket. My family
is very happy with my
success today,” said Naman.
“Papa calls me every
evening. Seeing them
(family) happy makes me
feel very good that I did
not disappoint them,” he
said.
Naman’s aim is to become a
lethal fast bowler and play
Test cricket for India.
“One day I want to bowl

the fastest ball in the world.
I also want to play the
World Cup with the senior
team. But, for now, I have
to focus on performance. I
want to continuously
improve my game because
the challenges will be even
bigger in the future and I
will have to prepare my
base to face them,” he said.
Happy with the team’s
performance so far in the
U19 World Cup, Naman
said that it is the result of
team effort.
“So far, the performance of
all the players has been
very good. Especially in the
semifinals against South
Africa, we showed
tremendous spirit. I am
very happy with the way we
are playing and will try to
maintain this momentum
in the final also,” he said.
“Although I like all
formats, I find Test cricket
the most challenging.
That’s where the real test of
a bowler lies and I want to
become a good Test
cricketer in the future,”

Bumrah tips helped me become
a better bowler, says Naman

Bayern Munich trio
set to return ahead
of key game 

AP n HONG KONG

The organizer of a much-
hyped soccer match that

intended to showcase Lionel
Messi in Hong Kong said Friday
it would offer a 50% refund fol-
lowing days of backlash from
angry fans and the govern-
ment over the absence of the
World Cup winner. The griev-
ances from Hong Kong fans
stemming from Messi staying
on the bench for the full 90 min-
utes in the game against a local
team due to a groin injury ear-
lier this week has spread to
mainland China after the
Argentina star put in a 30-
minute game appearance in
Tokyo in Inter Miami’s latest
exhibition match in Asia on
Wednesday. Over the past two
days, many social media users

in mainland China expressed
their disappointment over
Messi’s no-show, with China’s
state-run newspaper, the Global
Times, publishing an editorial
that said the impact of the con-
troversy surrounding the foot-
ball star “has far exceeded the
realm of sports.” 
In an Instagram post on Friday,
local organizer Tatler Asia apol-
ogized to those who were dis-
appointed by the match and said
it was upset by “the seeming
lack of respect shown to the
crowd.” 
It reiterated it had pleaded with
Inter Miami’s management to
urge Messi to explain to the
spectators after it learned the
football star, who was required
to play for 45 minutes unless
injured under their contract,
would not be playing.

Anger over Messi absence in
Hong Kong game spreads 

I made a terrible mistake, shared
false info on Kohli: A B de Villiers 

England do all work only to not win much: Vaughan

PTI n CHENNAI

Opener Devdutt Padikkal
continued his red-hot

form, slamming an unbeaten
151, his third Ranji Trophy
hundred this season, as
Karnataka reached 288 for 5 on
the opening day of their Group
C match against Tamil Nadu
here on Friday. Electing to bat,
the visitors lost skipper
Mayank Agarwal (20) early,
with just 35 runs on the board. 
Agarwal was making his
comeback as he missed the last
game against Railways after
accidentally consuming some
liquid on-board a flight that
caused burning sensation in his
mouth and throat. 
Padikkal then joined forces
with opener Ravikumar
Samarth (57), constructing a
132-run partnership for the
second wicket and took their
side to a position of strength.
The stand was broken after
Ajith Ram knocked over
Samarth. While Karnataka lost
the third wicket at 226,
Padikkal went strong, clearing
the long-on boundary quite
regularly to bring up his sixth
First-Class ton.
Hardik Raj, unbeaten on 35, is
giving company to Padikkal at
stumps.  For TN, spinner R Sai
Kishore has bagged three
wickets so far. In another tie in
Chandigarh, skipper Manan
Vohra’s fine knock of 134 acted
as a cover in an otherwise
toiling day for Chandigarh
against Tripura.

Padikkal 151
helps Karnataka
finish 288/5 on
Day 1 against TN
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P
rabhas Salaar Part 1 -
Ceasefire is all set to
release digitally in Hindi

on February 16 and the actor
described the journey of
putting the film as an incredi-
ble and an emotional roller-
coaster.

Prabhas, who essays the tit-
ular role of Deva in Salaar:
Part 1- Ceasefire, said: “I am
absolutely thrilled to kick off
the year celebrating the suc-
cess of Salaar: Part 1 -
Ceasefire! The journey of
putting this film has been
incredible and an emotional
rollercoaster for us.”

“My fans in North and
Central India have been
storming social media to
know when Salaar will come
in Hindi on streaming and

this one is for all
of them, here

you go, watch
the film on
Disney+
Hotstar!”

Director
and writer

of the

film, Prashanth Neel said:
“I’ve always been a fan of
rebellion stories filled with
power-packed action and
impactful music. However,
with Salaar, I aimed to create
a story where every hero is
also a villain in some way.”

“Whether you resonate
with Vardha’s struggles or
Deva’s might, at the end of the
day, both are burdened by
their own battles. That’s what,
to me, makes Salaar stand out
a story that will connect with
you.”

Prithviraj, who essays the
role of Vardha in Salaar. Part
1- Ceasefire, said that he the
film is a script he couldn’t
turn down.

“It’s a terrific script, com-
plemented by a fantastic cast,
excellent direction, and cine-
matography that is out of this
world. I never step into a pro-
ject just to test the waters; I
do it because I fall in love
with the story.”

Salaar. Part 1- Ceasefire is
set to drop on Disney+
Hotstar February 16.

D
irector SU Arun Kumar of Chithha is
directing Chiyaan Vikram’s 62nd movie,
and the cast has formally welcomed SJ

Suryah. The upcoming action thriller’s produc-
ers announced on their official accounts that
Jigarthanda DoubleX star Vikram will be
costarring with them. “We are thrilled to have
@iam_SJSuryah become a member of the cast
of @chiyaan’s #Chiyaan62 – please accept our
warmest welcome to the vibrant team, sir
(sic),” the producers stated.

Chiyaan 62, an action thriller produced
by HR Pictures, features Vikram as a mid-

dle-aged guy. In the 2023 release trailer, Vikram
was shown assaulting two unidentified males
who were pursuing a woman attempting to file
a police report. Viewers can see a hint of the
Ponniyin Selvan star’s rugged appearance in his
new movie from the first glance! His person-
ality is still unknown. All things considered, the
movie looks to be a compelling thriller, and with
master filmmaker SU Arun Kumar telling the

tale, viewers may expect
more shocks.

Some rumours state that
the film’s makers intend
to begin filming
Chiyaan 62 in March.
The project is in pre-pro-

duction, and SU Arun
Kumar has finished pen-
ning it. We could expect to

see additional cast mem-
bers joining soon, as the
makers have promised
fresh updates in the next
several days! In addition to
Chiyaan 62, the actor’s
much awaited historical
action drama Thangalaan
will soon be available in

theaters.

tollywood
PRABHAS: JOURNEY

OF SALAAR HAS BEEN
AN EMOTIONAL

ROLLERCOASTER

I
t is rumored that

filmmaker
Harish has

solidified another
project. It is with

Nandamuri
Balakrishna personal-

ly this time.
The Akhanda actor

has started collaborat-
ing with a fresh group

of directors.
Following in the foot-

steps of Bobby Kolli
and Anil Ravipudi

('Bhagavanth Kesari)
the Legend actor’s col-

laboration with
Harish Shankar is a

positive move.
Regarding Harish

Shankar, he may have
three releases before
the end of 2025. The
films starring Power

Star, Ravi Teja, and
Balakrishna will have

been out in the fol-
lowing 22 months.

Shankar is well
known for his roles in

Gabbar Singh and
Gaaddalakonda

Ganesh!

Balayya, Harish
Shankar unite for a
Mass Entertainer

PUSHPA 2:

Item 
song is

currently
off topic

It seems that Pushpa 2's makers
haven't yet attempted to record

an item song. Right now, Sukumar
and Mythri's team is focused on
finishing the talkie portion of the
film as quickly as possible!
Even the final music is not
authorised, despite the fact that
composer Devi Sri Prasad has come up
with a few ideas for the song. Sukumar is

currently concentrating only on the task at
hand and is not in the mood to ponder

about this music. In contrast, Pushpa 2's
filming is moving quickly in

Hyderabad, and the producers are
making every effort to release

the film in theaters on
August 15 as

scheduled.

SJ Suryah is the co-lead 
in Chiyaan 62 with Vikram

Y
esterday marked the global release

of the much awaited film Eagle,

which is helmed by Karthik

Ghattamaneni and stars Mass Maharaja

Ravi Teja. Anupama Parameswaran and

Kavya Thapar, both in significant roles,

are joining Ravi Teja.

Remarkable sources has confirmed

that Eagle will get a sequel called

Eagle: Yuddha Kaanda. But informa-

tion about its production and release

date is still unknown.

A talented cast, including

Madhubala, Navdeep, and Srinivas

Avasarala, is featured in the movie.

Eagle, supported by People Media

Factory, has an engrossing music

composed by Davzand. In addition,

the film is concurrently released in

Hindi under the title Sahadev.

Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
Eagle sequel confirmed
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PLOT:

T
he tale of Lal Salaam, which also stars Vikranth and
Vishnu Vishal, centers on cricket, religion, and how a
village’s residents politicise a popular sport. Since they

were young children, Thiru (Vishnu Vishal) and Moideen
bhai’s (Rajinikanth) son Shamsuddin (Vikranth) have been

competitors, and this rivalry extends to their village’s
cricket pitch. Thiru and Shamsu played for the Three
Star squad, which Moideen Bhai founded. Thiru was
kicked off the team by those who were envious of his
success and had other agendas. The opposing MCC
squad, formed by Thiru, ends up representing the two
religions in the village — Hindus and Muslims. The
hamlet, which had previously lived in harmony, ends
up calling the matches between India and Pakistan.

Moideen Bhai, who currently resides in Mumbai with
his family, has a desire to see Shamsu, an outstanding
cricket player, represent India at some point. However,
a single match in the hamlet alters everything and marks

a turning point in the lives of
Thiru and Shamsu. How do the two
men fare? Does Shamsu finally play for
India? Does the Hindu-Muslim strife in
the village and the boys’ rivalry end
because of Moideen Bhai?

PERFORMANCES

They are the focal points in the first

part of Lal Salaam. Additionally, it
establishes the rivalry between Shamsu
and Thiru. The second half is when
things truly pick up, and Rajinikanth
gives a jaw-dropping performance.
Seeing Rajinikanth portray Muslim
leader Moideen Bhai in cinema is
intriguing. A few of the dialogues he
was given blatantly show his personal
views and have a lot of relevance in the
modern world. In reality, those are
instances that give us goosebumps!

Vishnu Vishal also gives a superb portrayal of a young man
whose life is significantly impacted by a number of events.
His expressive body language elevates the situation as he deft-
ly conveys a spectrum of emotions. In the role of an ambi-
tious cricket player entangled in a village dispute, there is actor
Vikranth, who excels beyond our expectations. He has talent,
and his performance is convincing and sophisticated! Jeevitha
Rajasekhar also dazzles the audience with her intense emotions
and expressive acting in a riveting performance. Saritha pro-
vided the voiceover for Jeevitha's role, which is having a dif-

ferent kind of impact in Tamil. This was
a bonus for her, as she made her 32-year
comeback to Kollywood. According to
our research, that is!

ANALYSIS

By immersing viewers in the genuine
rural atmosphere and incorporating
cricket as a backdrop, Aishwarya

Rajinikanth weaves a narrative that
strikes a deep chord with fans in B and
C centers. Her depiction of village life
comes off as sincere and grounded, and
the tale gains depth from her heartfelt
message about social peace.

Although Aishwarya skillfully direct-
ed and wrote sequences to enhance them,
the slow pacing and dull tone detracted
from the entire experience. The movie
may have been much more successful
with a more polished script and some

interesting plot twists.
Nonetheless, the dialogues have a profound effect, suc-

cessfully expressing the feelings and ideas of the movie.
Rahman's soundtrack enhances the story and effectively con-
veys the villagers' feelings. The village's rustic appeal is expert-
ly captured by Vishnu Rangasamy's cinematography, which
gives the scene credibility! While Pravin Baaskar's editing
retains continuity, the speed and engagement of the story
may have been improved by cutting out repetitious parts.

VERDICT

Lal Salaam by Aishwarya Rajinikanth, which promotes com-
munal harmony and the value of being composed in trying cir-
cumstances, strikes a deep chord with people. With powerful
dialogue delivery and outstanding performances by Rajinikanth,
Jeevitha, and Vishnu Vishal, this important issue is skillfully com-
municated to the audience, making an enduring effect.

RATING: 2.75/5

LAL SALAAM, a powerful salaam

Cast: Rajinikanth, Vishnu Vishal, Vikranth,
Kapil Dev, Vignesh, Livingston, Senthil,
Jeevitha, K. S. Ravikumar, Nirosha, Dhanya
Balakrishna, and Thambi Ramaiah.

Director: Aishwarya Rajinikanth

Music: AR. Rahman

Producer: Subaskaran Allirajah
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