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Rs 370 cr spent
on 542 health...

Health, Medical, and Family
Welfare Special Chief Secretary,
MT Krishna Babu, revealed that the
State government has spent Rs
370 crore to establish 542 health
centres, aiming to enhance
medical care for the residents.
Super Specialty health services will
now be accessible in all cities and
towns across the state. During the
inauguration of the newly
constructed Dr. YSR Urban Health
Centre, costing Rs 80 lakh at
Kondapalli Municipality near
Vijayawada, Special CS Krishna...
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Water Grid works
being carried...

Finance Minister Buggana
Rajendranath Reddy has said that
the Water Grid works, taken up at
a cost of Rs 350 crore, are being
carried out on war footing and
promised to provide drinking water
to every household in
Bethamcherla in one month. The
Finance Minister inaugurated the
newly constructed secretariat
building at Bethamcherla on
Saturday and unveiled the pylon in
this regard. He thanked
industrialist and EV Sujata Sharma
for donating the land for the

construction of the...
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ED searches realty
major DLF...

The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has searched the premises of
realty major DLF in Gurugram as
part of a money laundering
investigation against real estate
firm Supertech and its promoters,
official sources said on
Saturday.The central agency has
recovered some documents
during the action that was carried
out over the last two days, they
said.The action is linked to the ED
investigation against Supertech,
the sources said.DLF, later in a
stock market filing, said "a team...
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Weird and
wonderful things...

Doctors in Missouri recently made
a startling discovery. A 63-year-old
patient who went for a routine
colon screening was found to have
an intact fly in his colon. The
doctors had no idea how the fly
survived the perilous journey
through the patient’s digestive
enzymes and stomach acid. As a
professor of anatomy, | come
across many such stories of
strange things found inside people
foreign bodies, we call them. Here
is a roundup of some of them. A
lady in Taiwan recently made the
news because a spider and its
exoskeleton were found inside her
ear. Spiders inside the body are
fairly rare, and those with
arachnophobia will be pleased to
hear that, despite what some say,
we don’t eat eight spiders a year in
our sleep...
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Prodigal talent blossoms into

STARDO

in Tollywood

enough for
farmers.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
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Hyderabad and Bengaluru are like
twins of the country. TDP Chief N.
Chandrababu Naidu and former
United AP CM, the late YS
Rajashekar Reddy, were the reason
for the development of Hyderabad
city. Karnataka is better than
Telangana in power supply. We are
giving 24-hours power to
the needy and power
supply varies depending
on need. Generally, five
to six or seven hours

of power supply is

- D K Shiva Kumar, Deputy CM Karnataka

=

W

Hiw®

Hygienic practices can prevent HON2 spread: Experts

AP govt forms task force
to monitor situation

C PRADEEP KUMAR
M VIJAYAWADA

As concerns rise over the emergence
of the HON?2 influenza virus, health
experts emphasise the importance
of maintaining hygiene practices to
curb its spread. A task force, com-
prising Neonatologists,
Paediatricians, Pulmonologists, and
General Medicine doctors, has been

established by the government to
closely monitor the situation,
announced Special Chief Secretary
Krishna Babu.

Even as the world grapples with
the lingering effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic, China is currently
experiencing heightened anxiety
due to the HON2 influenza virus.
The new virus has particularly
instilled fear among parents with
children below 10 years of age.

In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Health department

swiftly implemented vaccination
programs, initially targeting senior

While asserting that there s a low
risk to India from the reported
avian influenza cases in China, the
Union Health Ministry referred to
World Health Organisation (WHO)
statements on the clustering of
respiratory illness cases in
northern China.

citizens and progressively covering
individuals with comorbidities, dif-

ferent age groups, and eventually
children aged 12 to 18. The admin-
istration of second and booster
doses followed the emergence of
Covid variants, resulting in a decline
in infection cases.

However, the recent surge in HIN2
influenza cases among children below
12 years old has raised concerns
among parents, as this age group had
not been severely affected during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Poverty rate down to 5%
from 12% in AP: YSRGP

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

In a remarkable achievement under
Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy's
leadership, the poverty rate in Andhra
Pradesh has seen a remarkable decline
from 12% to 5% in just four years,
according to the Yuvajana Sramika
Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP).

As part of its ongoing Samajika
Sadhikara bus yatra campaign, the rul-
ing YSRCP continued its commitment
to social welfare development and
inclusive governance. On the 21st day
of the campaign, Social
Empowerment bus yatras were con-
ducted in the Pendurthi constituen-
cy in Anakapalli district (North Zone)
and Tuni constituency in Kakinada
district (South Zone), drawing large
crowds of enthusiastic supporters.

Leaders from Backward Classes
(BC), Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Minority
communities actively participated in
the bus yatras, underscoring the
YSRCP government's dedication to
the economic upliftment and social
and political empowerment of mar-
ginalized communities.

NORTH ZONE

Addressing supporters in

Pendurthi, Deputy Chief Minister
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Budi Mutyala Naidu highlighted the
significant transformation of gov-
ernment schools under CM Jagan's
leadership. He praised the Mana Badi
Nadu-Nedu scheme, which aims to
revamp government schools, bringing
them on par with corporate schools
through the introduction of modern
facilities and teaching methods.
Accusing former chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu of deceiving
farmers and women, Deputy Chief
Minister Naidu emphasized CM
Jagan's commitment to fulfilling

manifesto promises, including the
waiver of loans and a progressive
increase in social security pensions
for the elderly.

Expressing gratitude for the deci-
sion to declare Visakhapatnam as the
executive capital, Speaker
Tammineni Sitaram credited CM
Jagan for attracting global invest-
ments to the Uttarandhra (North
Andhra) region, foreseeing substan-
tial growth across diverse sectors.
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New law to strengthen
Revenue dept: Dharmana

CM to receive PM
Modi in Tirupati
tomorrow

In the wake of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to the hill
shrine on November 27, Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is
visiting Tirupati on Sunday. The
Chief Minister, Cabinet Ministers
and YSRCP MPs will welcome the
Prime Minister.

Ahead of the Chief Minister and
Prime Minister’s visit to the tem-
ple town, the Tirupati district offi-
cials reviewed the route map and
security arrangements. They have
also conducted a security review.

PM Modi will arrive in Tirupati
on Sunday evening and stay
overnight in Tirumala as sched-
uled. The next morning (Monday),
Modi will visit the temple to seek
blessings from Lord Venkateswara.

Currently, the prime minister is
campaigning for the BJP party can-
didates in Telangana. After the con-
clusion of his poll campaign, Modi
will heli-hop to Tirumala to offer
prayers.
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PNS B ELURU

Minister for Revenue Dharmana
Prasada Rao has announced the ini-
tiation of groundbreaking legislation
aimed at fortifying the Revenue
Department during a ceremony in
Jangareddygudem on Saturday.

The newly unveiled Revenue
Division Office (RDO) building,
constructed at a cost of Rs 1.75
crore, was inaugurated by the
esteemed Revenue Minister. Notable
figures such as MP Kotagiri Sridhar
and Collector V Prasanna
Venkatesh were in attendance.

In his address, Minister
Dharmana Prasada Rao under-
scored the potential legal chal-
lenges to current entitlements under
the current 'Conclusion Title' and
emphasised the impending legisla-

‘It may take long time to rescue 41 workers

PNS B NEW DELHI

The operation to rescue 41 workers
trapped in the Silkyara tunnel may
take a long time with the auger
machine for horizontal drilling fac-
ing repeated hurdles, and rescuers
are now preparing to start vertical
drilling, the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
said on Saturday.

The vertical drilling will start in
the next 24 to 36 hours, NDMA
member Lt Gen (retd) Syed Ata
Hasnain said, adding the front part

tion designed to address such con-
cerns.

"We are introducing a pioneering
law to bolster the Revenue depart-
ment, a first-of-its-kind in the coun-
try. The effectiveness of the Act will
be gauged based on public response.
A successful implementation in
Andhra Pradesh will pave the way
for nationwide adoption by the
Central government,” he asserted.

Dharmana Prasada Rao high-
lighted that other states are contem-
plating a comprehensive land survey,
mirroring the ongoing initiative in
Andhra Pradesh, with assurance of
full cooperation from the Centre. He
stressed the imperative need for con-
tinuous professional development
among revenue officials at all levels.

2 ]

of the auger machine was broken
and efforts are being made to
retrieve those from the tunnel.
"We need to have patience as it is
a dangerous operation ... is operation
main lamba samay lag sakta hai' (this
operation may take a long time)," he
said, without mentioning any time-
line for the completion of rescue
operations. According to Hasnain,
this rescue operation is getting tech-
nically more complex every day.
Drilling at the collapsed portion
of the Silkyara tunnel to rescue the
trapped men halted again on Friday

Vasupalli Nani, his
uncle arrested

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

After an exhaustive six-day investi-
gation, the Visakhapatnam city
police have successfully unravelled
the mystery surrounding the
destructive fire that engulfed more
than 40 fishing boats at the fishing
harbour on the night of November
19. Two individuals, identified as
Vasupalli Nani and his uncle
Satyam, both fishermen, are now in
custody in connection with the
incident.

In a press briefing on Saturday,
Police Commissioner A Ravi
Shankar disclosed the findings of
the investigation. He said that the
police scrutinised CCTV footage
from the harbour area, revealing
that Nani and Satyam, under the
influence of alcohol, negligently

Vizag CP A Ravi Shankar said the CCTV
footage from the harbour area revealed
that Nani and Satyam, under the influence
of alcohol, negligently discarded cigarette

butts onto the engine of an adjacent boat.
The discarded cigarette butts ignited the
nylon nets on the boat, sparking the fire
that rapidly spread to nearby vessels.

discarded cigarette butts onto the
engine of an adjacent boat. The dis-
carded cigarette butts ignited the
nylon nets on the boat, sparking the
fire that rapidly spread to nearby
vessels.

The police have announced a sig-
nificant enhancement of security
measures at the fishing harbour.
Additionally, strict actions will be
taken against individuals found
consuming liquor in public spaces.

Cyberimpostors
target NTR,
Guntur collectors

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

In separate incidents, uniden-
tified cyber miscreants target-
ed high-profile government
officials in Andhra Pradesh
by impersonating district col-
lectors on messaging plat-
forms.

In the first case, an impos-
tor posing as NTR District
Collector S Dilli Rao utilised
a fake WhatsApp account to
send messages to 14
Tahsildars within the dis-
trict.

The messages, sent under
the guise of an emergency,
requested the officials to
transfer money to a provid-
ed UPI number.

The Collector filed a com-
plaint, and an FIR copy
reveals that the miscreant
had set the complainant's
photo as a profile picture. The
cybercrime police have regis-
tered a case and are actively
investigating the matter. It is
believed that the imperson-
ator may originate from
North India.

Similarly, another incident
involved an unknown cyber
miscreant impersonating M
Venugopal Reddy, Guntur
Collector, and district magis-
trate. This imposter, too, sent
WhatsApp messages to
Tahsildars within the dis-
trict, soliciting funds.

While no money has been
reported as transferred in
either case, an inquiry is
underway in Guntur,
although no formal case has
been registered with the
cybercrime unit.

Authorities caution gov-
ernment officials to remain
vigilant against such cyber
threats and report any suspi-
cious activities promptly.

Water levels fall in Krishna reservoirs

DASARI SRINIVASA RAO
H VIJAYAWADA

The principal reservoirs along the
Krishna River have experienced a
significant decline in storage capac-
ities, with levels currently below 50%
of the total capacity of 589.67 TMCs,
raising an alarm among farmers who
heavily depend on these reservoirs
for their Rabi season crops. Thekey
irrigation sources for the Krishna Deltaand
Nagarjuna Sagar Ayacut area include
major reservoirs such as Srisailam,
Nagarjuna Sagar, and Pulichintala Projects.
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night after the auger machine
engaged in drilling through the
rubble to prepare an escape passage
faced a hurdle, apparently a metal
object, and busted. The NDMA
member said 47 meters of horizon-
tal drilling have been done, and
efforts are on to remove the broken
part of the auger machine.

Rescuers are exploring other
options such as drilling the remain-
ing stretch manually and undertak-
ing vertical drilling.

2

According to the latest update, the major Srisailam Project holds
61.03 TMCs of water storage against its gross capacity of 215.81
TMCs at the Full Reservoir Level (FRL), indicating a water storage
of 28.28% compared toits total capacity. Similarly, the Nagarjuna
Sagar Project (NSP) has 157.23 TMCs of water storage, accounting
for50.39% of its total capacity of 312.95 TMCs. Meanwhile, the
Pulichintala Project reports a meagre 13.83 TMCs of water storage,
representing just 30.21% of its total storage of 45.77 TMCs.

=% “Krishna Central Division (KC
w3 Division) Executive Engineer

mamess PVR Krishna Rao

&~ == acknowledged the declining
water levels in major reservoirs.
Hehighlighted that while the
NSP retains 157.23 TMCs of
water, only 26 TMCs remain
consumable out of the total
allocated water for the Krishna
Delta. The Pulichintala
Project's storage capacity is
dwindling, currently holding
13.83TMCs.”

Low pressure over South Andaman Sea likely

PNS B GUNTUR

Meteorological authorities |
have reported the potential |
emergence of a Cyclonic
Circulation into the South
Andaman Sea and its
vicinity by November 26.

As a consequence of

around November 27, as
per the latest update from
the Meteorological
Centre on Saturday. The
.| forecast suggests that

| these low-pressure areas
may progress in a west-
| northwest direction,
intensifying into a

this weather phenomenon, a low Depression over the Southwest Bay

pressure area is anticipated to devel-
op over the South Andaman Sea and
the adjoining Southeast Bay of Bengal

of Bengal around November 29.
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Delegates from 8 countries to
study natural farming in AP

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

In a significant development,
the officials of Rythu Sadhikara
Samstha (RySS) announced
that a delegation comprising
more than 60 scientists,
researchers, policymakers, and
partners from the Consultative
Group for International
Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) will be visiting
Andhra Pradesh to witness
the Community-managed
Natural Farming initiative on
November 27 and 28.

The group, representing
eight countries including
Burkina Faso, Kenya, Laos,
Peru, Senegal, Tunisia, and
Zimbabwe, will include senior
representatives from leading
international partners of
CGIAR, such as CIMMYT,
CIRAD, INERA, ISRA, IWMI,
Alliance Bioversity, OEP, and
World Fish.

RySS officials highlighted
their organisation's role in
implementing the APCNF pro-
gramme since 2016, noting
that it has gained substantial
traction with 8,50,000 families
across 3730 Gram Panchayats
in the state actively practising
natural farming. This makes it
the world's largest program of
its kind in terms of scale, with
14% of farm families in the
state engaged in natural farm-

ing—a significant contrast to
the global average of 0.5%.
The CGIAR team's visit to
APCNE, recognized as one of
the largest agroecology pro-
grams globally, aims to com-
prehend the nuances of natur-
al farming and gain insights as
part of CGIAR's 'bi-yearly
pause and reflect’ exercise. The
delegation is scheduled to meet
natural farming practitioners,
tour their farms, and explore
models on the ground in
Anantapur, Satyasai, Chittoor,
and Annamayya districts in the
Rayalaseema dry zone.
Emphasizing the universal
principles of natural farming,
RySS officials outlined key
tenets such as the exclusion of
synthetic chemicals, maintain-

The delegation is
scheduled to meet
natural farming
practitioners, tour

s their farms, and

ing a 365-day green cover of
soil, cultivating multi-layered
diverse crops, utilizing organ-
ic residues on soil, promoting
indigenous seeds, employing
bio-stimulants/inoculants (jee-
vamruthams, bijamrutham),
minimising soil disturbance,
adopting plant-pest manage-
ment without chemicals, and
integrating animals.

During the field visit, the
CGIAR team plans to observe
natural farming practices and
closely examine methods, mod-
els, and practices, including
farm/crop design and crop, soil,
and water management practices.

CGIAR, the world's largest
global agricultural innovation
network, comprises 9000 scien-
tists operating through 15

Pawan daydreaming of
coming to power: YV

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Regional coordinator of the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP), YV Subba

Reddy, has strongly criticised actor-

turned-politician Pawan Kalyan, accus-
ing him of losing touch with the peo-

ple of Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing the media on Saturday,
Subba Reddy asserted that Pawan

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Kalyan's Jana Sena Party (JSP) operates

like a 'package party’, emerging in the
State only in the absence of film
shoots. In contrast, he emphasised the
YSRCP's commitment to the welfare of

the people.

Highlighting the disparity between
Pawan Kalyan's sporadic visits and the
YSRCP's continuous efforts, Subba
Reddy remarked, "There exists a sig-
nificant contrast between Pawan, who
visits the State only when there's no
filming, and the YSRCP, which consis-
tently advocates for the people.”

Reiterating his earlier prediction,
Subba Reddy asserted that YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy would serve as the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh for anoth-

er two decades.

"Pawan is indulging in daydreams of
coming to power. To understand the
ongoing development, he should
remain in the State. However, this
doesn't seem to concern him,"

remarked Subba Reddy.

Taking a swipe at the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP), Subba Reddy contended
that the party had no authority to pro-
duce books on Backward Classes
(BCs). He questioned, "The TDP,
which has been utilised as quarters for
BCs, lacks the legitimacy to publish
books. Does Chandrababu Naidu pos-
sess knowledge about the various
castes within BCs? If their contribu-
tions to BCs are substantial, can they
embark on endeavours similar to

ours?"

ALMANAC

Perni comes down
heavily on Pawan

Former minister and Machilipatnam MLA, Perni
Venkatramaiah (Nani), delivered a robust rebut-
tal to Jana Sena Party chief Pawan Kalyan for his
recent criticism of Chief Minister YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy. Nani highlighted that before

Visakhapatnam.

engaging in a verbal exchange with Pawan
Kalyan, Jagan Mohan Reddy had allocated a sub-
stantial sum of Rs 7.11 crore to aid victims of a
fire accident involving fishermen's boats in

Addressing the media on Saturday, Perni Nani
contested Pawan Kalyan's allegations and

expressed his willingness to furnish a list of ben-

government.

eficiaries who received compensation from the

Nani asserted that Pawan Kalyan had shared
photos purportedly showing him providing Rs

50,000 to the victims.

Moreover, Nani pointed out that, since the
YSRCP government assumed power, it has sanc-
tioned 10 fishing harbours across the State. In con-
trast, he alleged that no such harbours were
approved during the previous TDP regime. He

challenged Pawan Kalyan to confirm if the com-

tenure.

the TDP rule.

bined TDP and JSP government had initiated the
construction of even a single harbor during their

Simultaneously, Perni Nani drew attention to
what he described as unnecessary expenditures
incurred by the TDP government under
Chandrababu's leadership. He posed 10 questions
to Pawan Kalyan regarding questionable expens-
es during the prior government's term.

Nani remarked that Pawan Kalyan had never
raised concerns about such expenditures during

‘It may take long time...

Continued from Page 1

On the vertical drilling option, the NDMA member
said that machines are being placed on a platform on top
of the tunnel and vertical drilling operations will start

The second fastest way (after horizontal drilling) to
reach the stranded workers would be top-down (verti-

Hasnain also said that a 1.5-km access road to the top
of the tunnel on the Silkyara side has already been built
by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) for starting ver-

"We need to have some patience. We need to under-
stand that a very difficult operation is going on," Hasnain
said, and added two methods are being used currently,

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha
Tithi: Chaturdashi: ~ Nov 25 05:22 PM
to Nov 26 03:53 PM
Purnima: Nov 26 03:53 PM
to Nov 27 02:46 PM in the "next 24 to 36 hours".
Nakshatram:
Bharani: Nov 25 02:55 PM
to Nov 26 02:05 PM cal) drilling of 86 meters, he said.
Krithika: Nov 26 02:05 PM
to Nov 27 01:35 PM
Rahukalam: 4:12 PM to 5:35 PM ) i
Yamagandam: 1203 PMto 1:26 PM tical drilling.
Varjyam: 01:50 AM to 03:24 AM
Gulika: 2:49 PM to 4:12 PM
Amritakalam: 09:27 AM to 11:00 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:41 AM to 12:25 PM

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 33”

Humidity: 64%
Sunrise: 6:17 AM
Sunset: 5:32 PM

Updated: November 25 2023 5:00 PM

but a third method, that is drift method, may also be used.
"As per the prevailing situation, we need to keep the
pipe stable, remove the broken parts of the auger, pre-

pare to begin the drift on the side, prepare for top-down
drilling, and stabilize and strengthen the 41 brothers
trapped inside and keep monitoring their mental well-
being, since this operation can go on for long," the NDMA

member said.

He also said that advanced machinery is required to
cut the stuck parts of the auger inside the tunnel, and the
assistance of the Indian Air Force is being sought to air-

lift this machinery.

explore models on
the ground in

' Anantapur, Satyasai,

Chittoor, and
Annamayya districts
in the Rayalaseema

., dry zone.

international agricultural
research centers. The organiza-
tion's focus is on providing evi-
dence to policymakers, offer-
ing innovation to partners,
and developing new tools to
create sustainable and resilient
food, land, and water systems.
CGIAR aims to manage natur-
al resources sustainably, reduce
rural poverty, increase food
security, improve human
health and nutrition, and con-
tribute to meeting Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Rythu Sadhikara Samstha
officials affirmed that all nec-
essary arrangements have been
made for field visits, facilitat-
ing interactions with farmers
and concerned officials during
the CGIAR team's visit.

Poverty rate...

Continued from Page 1

MP Nandigama Suresh
drew a sharp contrast
between Chandrababu’s
regime and CM Jagan’s
administration, noting a sig-
nificant reduction in the
poverty rate from 12% to 5%
under the current leadership.

CENTRAL ZONE

In  Tuni, Minister
Chelluboyina Venugopala
Krishna commended CM
Jagan for the successful
implementation of the
Ammavodi scheme, effec-
tively eradicating child labor
in the state. He highlighted
that CM Jagan’s policies
aligned with the vision of his
late father, Chief Minister
YS Rajasekhar Reddy, who
pioneered free education
through fee reimbursement.

Taking a critical stance on
Chandrababu's 14-year
tenure, Minister Krishna stat-
ed that the former chief min-
ister had focused solely on the
upliftment of a specific com-
munity. He cautioned the
public against trusting what
he referred to as falsehoods
embodied in various avatars,
including CBN, Pawan

Kalyan, Nara Lokesh,
Eenadu, TV5, and
Balakrishna.

Minister Seediri

Appalaraju emphasized the
YSRCP government's signif-
icant investments in building
ward and village secretariats,
bringing governance to the
doorsteps of households.
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Another nine govt polytechnics got NBA recognition

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

AP Skill Development
Department Secretary S Suresh
Kumar has said that the efforts
of the Technical Education
Department to achieve
National Board of
Accreditation (NBA) for the
government polytechnics in
the state are yielding results as
nine government polytechnics
in AP have received NBA
recognition. On Saturday, while
providing the details regarding
this, he said 16 programmes in
9 polytechnics have already
received NBA recognition and
now nine more government
polytechnics in the state have
newly received NBA recogni-
tion. He explained that a clear
action plan is being implement-
ed to ensure that all polytech-
nics achieve success by the
end of the next academic year.

Suresh Kumar explained that
out of the total 17 programmes,
nine polytechnics have recently
received recognition from the
National Board of Accreditation.

He said that he is taking a step
forward in the direction of the
government's goal of conducting
polytechnic education according
to international standards.
Secretary, Skill Development
Department, said that this pro-
gramme has been undertaken as
per the ideas of the Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
to prepare each and every gov-
ernment polytechnic according
to high standards. As a result,
Srikakulam, Vijayawada,
Kuppam, Anakapalli,
Gannavaram, Kalyanadurgam,
Amudala-valasa, Guntur,
Nandyala, Kalikiri,
Parvathipuram, Rajampet,
Kakinada, Dharmavaram,

The Department of Technical
Education has made a special
effort in making the polytechnics

conform to NBA standards under
which recognizing the need for
accreditation.

Chandragiri, Atmakuru
Polytechnics have got NBA
recognition in different branch-
es. In the first phase, 41 govern-
ment polytechnics tried for the
NBA, and so far 18 polytechnics
have been recognized by the
NBA.

Suresh Kumar said that the
Department of Technical
Education has made a special
effort in making the polytech-
nics conform to NBA standards
under which recognizing the
need for accreditation, the
Department of Technical
Education has initiated revolu-
tionary changes in these insti-
tutions. He explained that the
NBA acts as an accrediting

35 Jr Resident posts
to be filled at AIIMS

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The Director & CEO of All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Mangalagiri
on Saturday said that a walk-in
interview will be held for
recruitment of Junior Residents
(Non-academic) on December
14 for a period of one year. He
said that the ATIMS will fill 35
Junior Residents vacancies and
interested candidates can apply
online from today November
25. On the other hand, the
director of AIIMS has also
informed out of 35 posts 14 are
Unreserved, 9 OBC, 5 SC, 3 ST,
and 4 EWS.

Only those candidates who
have passed MBBS not earlier
than three years before the date
of notification can apply. It
implies those who have com-
pleted MBBS (including com-
pletion of internship) between
26-11-2020 to 25-11-2023 only
will be considered for the
respective posts.
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Candidate has to fill out the
respective Google Form and
submit their scanned copy of
filled —in application form in
the prescribed format along
with necessary documents and
Transaction details only
through the above link
https://forms.gle/4qEOWNMwS
XvJwEMMO.

The Original certificates as
detailed in Section XI of this

notification- ‘Documents to be
produced’ will be verified dur-
ing document verification The
upper age limit is 30 years, as
of the date of publication of the
advertisement on the Institute
website 25/11/2023 (crucial
date).

The written examination
will be on December 14 at 9 am
on Ground Floor, Admin &
Library Building, AIIMS.

agency of international stan-
dards in India with a mission
to ensure the highest level of
credibility and assurance of
quality and relevance in the
field of professional education.

Commissioner of Technical
Education Department Ch
Nagarani said that there is a pos-
sibility of getting NBA for 11
more polytechnics in the next
two months and the work relat-
ed to this is going on fast. She
said that the NBA will also take
into account the extent to which
the students will get employ-
ment, and steps have been taken
to ensure that they get jobs
immediately. Additional add-on
courses are also available.

Nagarani said that all the
departments of the college have
become modern. The
Commissioner said that start-
ing with the cleanliness of the
environment, painting of build-
ings, modernization of labora-
tories, improvement of facilities
for students, and rationalization
of staff, there has been scope for
changes.

Hygienic...

Continued from Page 1

On Friday, the Union
Health Ministry issued a state-
ment, stating, "The Union
Health Ministry is closely
monitoring the reported out-
break of HIN2 cases and
clusters of respiratory illness
in children in northern
China." While asserting that
there is a low risk to India
from the reported avian
influenza cases in China, the
ministry referred to World
Health Organisation (WHO)
statements on the clustering of
respiratory illness cases in
northern China.

Special Chief Secretary MT
Krishna Babu provided reas-
surance on Saturday, stating,
"We have formed a task force
with Neonatologists,
Pediatricians, Pulmonologists,
and General Medicine doctors
to closely monitor the situa-
tion and recommend prepara-
tory measures." He highlight-
ed the reinforcement of pae-
diatric wards across hospitals
during the Covid third wave,
ensuring the availability of
necessary equipment, includ-
ing pediatric ventilators.

High-level security meet held on upcoming Navy Day celebrations

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

In anticipation of the upcom-
ing Navy Day celebrations
scheduled for December 04 at
Beach Road, a high-level meet-
ing was conducted here on
Saturday at the Police
Commissioner’s office. The
meeting, attended by several
Navy officials and key police
personnel, focused on formu-
lating robust security arrange-
ments for the anticipated influx
of VVIPs to the city.
Commissioner of Police, A
Ravi Shankar, highlighted the
significance of the discussions,
stating, "The safety and secu-
rity of our VVIP guests during
Navy Day celebrations are of
paramount importance. We

are leaving no stone unturned
in ensuring a secure and suc-
cessful event."

Discussions centered on
ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of the anticipated VVIPs.
Commissioner A Ravi Shankar
emphasized, "We are formulat-
ing detailed security proto-
cols for the visit to
Visakhapatnam. This includes

Water levels fall in Krishna...

Continued from Page 1

Presently, the aggregate water
stored in these reservoirs stands
at 239.44 TMCs, representing a
mere 40.41% of the overall reser-
voir storage capacity.

The Krishna Delta Ayacut,
spanning Krishna, NTR, Guntur,
Prakasam, and Eluru districts,
relies on the Pulichintala Project,
which receives water from the
Nagarjuna Sagar and Srisailam
projects. A minimum of 60 TMCs
to 70 TMC:s of water is required
for cultivating Rabi crops.
However, due to insufficient water
storage, farmers are grappling
with irrigation water shortages this
Rabi season, with only around 13
TMC:s currently available.

According to the latest update,
the major Srisailam Project holds
61.03 TMCs of water storage
against its gross capacity of
215.81 TMCs at the Full
Reservoir Level (FRL), indicating
a water storage of 28.28% com-
pared to its total capacity.
Similarly, the Nagarjuna Sagar
Project (NSP) has 157.23 TMCs
of water storage, accounting for
50.39% of its total capacity of

312.95 TMCs. Meanwhile, the
Pulichintala Project reports a
meagre 13.83 TMCs of water
storage, representing just 30.21%
ofits total storage of 45.77 TMCs.
Andhra Pradesh is facing a
substantial rainfall deficit, with
the North East monsoon record-
ing only 65.70 mm of rainfall
compared to the normal of
255.90 mm, reflecting a deficit of
74.30%. The southwest monsoon
also witnessed a shortfall of
15.20%, with actual rainfall
recorded at 487.70 mm against
the normal of 574.70 mm.
Overall, the average rainfall in
Andhra Pradesh from June 1 to
date stands at 552.90 mm, indi-
cating a deficit of 22.4% com-
pared to the normal as of date,
which is 830.60 mm.
According to data from the
Agricultural Department, six
districts, including Vizianagaram,
Parvatipuram Manyam, Alluri
Sitaramaraju, Krishna, and
Chittoor, have experienced nor-
mal rainfall, while the remaining
20 districts face a rainfall deficit.
Officials from the Agricultural
Department reported that Rabi
crops cultivated in the Krishna dis-

trict cover 1.56 lakh hectares, while
in the NTR district, the coverage
extends to 35,191 hectares. Due to
water storage shortages in major
reservoirs, Krishna district farm-
ers have cultivated 1,283 hectares,
with NTR district farmers cover-
ing 4,155 hectares thus far.

In response to the challenging
conditions, the combined
Krishna district Irrigation
Advisory Board (IAB) and
Agricultural Advisory Board
meetings passed a resolution
advising against Paddy cultiva-
tion in the Rabi season. Farmers
were also urged to avoid Maize
cultivation due to its high water
consumption, with authorities
recommending alternative crops.

Krishna Central Division (KC
Division) Executive Engineer
PVR Krishna Rao acknowledged
the declining water levels in
major reservoirs. He highlighted
that while the NSP retains 157.23
TMC:s of water, only 26 TMCs
remain consumable out of the
total allocated water for the
Krishna Delta. The Pulichintala
Project's storage capacity is dwin-
dling, currently holding 13.83
TMCs.

comprehensive plans for their
travel, accommodation, and
public appearances."

The meeting delved into
devising secure routes and
designated stopping points for
VIP convoys. This entailed
coordinating with various
stakeholders, including traffic
authorities and local adminis-
tration, to ensure seamless

movement and security at all
designated locations.

To accommodate the influx
of officials and staff involved in
the event, the meeting dis-
cussed arranging suitable
accommodation facilities.

This included identifying
and securing appropriate lodg-
ing options, ensuring their
proximity to the celebration
venue, and prioritizing the
comfort and convenience of
the personnel.

Representatives from the
city's traffic management team
also actively participated in the
discussions, ensuring that all
aspects of security were metic-
ulously planned and executed
in coordination with the local
police force.

New law to strengthen...

Continued from Page 1

Commending the reputa-
tion earned by the Revenue
Department through execut-
ed programmes over the past
four and a half years, the
Minister pointed out the gov-
ernment's significant invest-
ment of Rs 12,800 crore to
procure private lands for hous-
ing the homeless during the
pandemic.

MP Kotagiri Sridhar com-
mended the government's
financial commitment of Rs
2.40 lakh crore to welfare

schemes and Rs 1 lakh crore for
development projects. Collector
Prasanna Venkatesh noted the
distribution of one lakh house
sites to the underprivileged in
the Eluru district.

MLAs Unnamatla Eliza, Tellam
Balaraju, Talari Venkata Rao, and
Joint Collector B Lavanya Veni also
addressed the gathering. ZP
Chairman Ghanta Padmasree,
TTD Board Member Meka
Seshubabu, Municipal Chairman
Bathina Nagalakshmi, State Food
Commission Member Ganjimala
Devi, and ZPTC P Babji were
among the dignitaries present.

Low pressure...

Continued from Page 1

In the next 24 hours, thun-
derstorms accompanied by
lightning are expected at iso-
lated locations in South
Coastal APand Rayalaseema.
Additionally, light to moder-
ate rainfall is forecasted at one
or two places in North Coastal
AP, South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, and Rayalaseema
over the next seven days.
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Gender hias main obstacle
for women’s upllft Collector

POSTER RELEASED

VIJAYAWADA: Society for Elimination of Rural Poverty (SERP) Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) AMd Imtiaz released a National Campaign
Against Gender-based Discrimination poster in a programme held at
the SERP office on the premises of PNBS in Vijayawada on Saturday.
Also, he has administered an oath to all officers and employees.
Speaking on the occasion, CEO Imtiaz said that SERP is going to
organise a publicity campaign from November 25 to December 22
across the State. To overcome gender discrimination, his society
would give training to resource persons, he said.

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector, S Dilli
Rao, has underscored the sig-
nificance of addressing gender
discrimination as a main obsta-
cle to women's development
and urged collective participa-
tion in tackling this issue. He
emphasised the crucial role of
enforcing relevant laws to
change society.

The District Collector
flagged off a rally on the
‘Elimination of Gender-Based
Violence against Women,'
organised by the Society for the
Elimination of Rural Poverty
(SERP) and NTR Zilla
Samakhya at Gollapudi
Sachivalayam near Vijayawada

on Saturday. Subsequently, he
led a pledge with all partici-
pants.

During the event, the
Collector remarked that
women today are efficiently
fulfilling their responsibilities
on par with men, pointing out
the absence of gender inequal-
ities in developed countries. To
combat gender discrimination,
he highlighted the State gov-
ernment's stringent implemen-
tation of relevant acts. Stressing
the need for comprehensive
change, he advocated for the
organisation of awareness
meetings across the State, not
solely relying on legislative
measures.

Furthermore, the Collector

addressed the issue of child
marriages in rural areas, com-
mending the efforts of Zilla
Samakhya members to con-
trol them. He suggested that
members also monitor the
financial positions of women,
asserting that enhancing the
literacy rate among girls
could facilitate achieving gen-
der equality.

Participating in the event

were NTR District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA)
Project Director K. Srinivasa
Rao, District Water and
Management Agency
(DWAMA) PD J. Sunitha,
ICDS PD G. Uma Devi, DAO
S. Naga Manemma,
Vijayawada Rural MPDO
Jahnavi, Zilla Samakhya
President K. Seetha, Secretary
K. Rani, and others.

A

Congress leaders
welcome Priyanka at

Gannavaram airport
PNS B VIJAYAWADA

All India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi, on Saturday;,
was accorded a grand welcome
at  the Gannavaram
International Airport by
Andhra Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) leader-
ship. After the completion of
the Telangana election cam-
paigning, Priyanka Gandhi
reached the Gannavaram air-
port to go to the national cap-
ital New Delhi.

APCC president Gidugu
Rudra Raju, working presi-
dents Sunkara Padmasri, and
Janga Gowtham, and former
Union minister JD Seelam
extended their warm welcome
to Priyanka Gandhi. In this
connection, PCC chief Rudra
Raju submitted a representa-
tion to her regarding the
promises given by the Union
government at the time of state
bifurcation. Later, Priyanka
Gandhi left for New Delhi on
a special flight.

vijayawada 03

Violence against human trafficking
SUrVIvors Contmues VIMUKTHI

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

In an effort to transform

Andhra Pradesh (AP) into a i

violence-free State for women
and girls, Apurva, president of
VIMUKTHI (a State-level
forum for rescued survivors of
trafficking and victims of com-
mercial sexual exploitation),
underscored the shared
responsibility of women asso-
ciations and the government.
The imperative task at hand is
to cultivate awareness among
girls and women regarding
the pervasive violence and
assaults against them in soci-
ety, urging them to come for-
ward and report such inci-
dents.

On the occasion of the
International Day for the
Elimination of Violence
Against Women, HELP and
VIMUKTHI jointly organised
an awareness meeting in
Rajarajeswari Pet, Vijayawada.

During the media address,
Apurva highlighted the persis-
tent gender inequalities despite
the passage of time. She drew
attention to the escalating vio-
lence faced by rescued sur-
vivors of human trafficking
and victims of commercial
sexual exploitation.

Pushpa, secretary of
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To mark the
International
Day for the
Elimination of
Violence Against
Women, HELP

and VIMUKTHI
jointly organised
an awareness
meeting in
Vijayawada

on Saturday

VIMUKTHI, characterized
violence against women as a
perilous pandemic requiring
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immediate attention from the
state  for prevention.
Simultaneously, she stressed
the need to establish a world
free from violence.

Baji Vali, Vice President of
VIMUKTHI, observed that
women often hesitate to report
incidents of violence due to
fears of bringing dishonor to
their families and experiencing
social discrimination.
Additionally, there is a concern
about potential threats to the
future of their children.

The event saw the participa-
tion of Rajani and Mounika
from VIMUKTHI, as well as V
Bhaskar, Programme Manager
of HELP, among others.

GREEN

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

In a bid to preserve and
enhance the greenery along
crucial stretches of
Visakhapatnam, the
Commissioner of Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC), CM
Saikanth Varma, conducted a
detailed inspection of the green
belt  spanning  from
Adivivaram to
Hanumanthawaka and the ver-
dant center median extending
from Hanumanthawaka to
NAD (Naval Armament
Depot).

Commissioner Saikanth
Varma, known for his commit-
ment to environmental conser-
vation, personally oversaw the
condition of these green spaces
and directed officials to take
immediate measures to protect
them from potential encroach-
ments.

Commissioner Saikanth
Varma articulated the signifi-
cance of preserving these green
spaces, stating, "Our green
belts and medians are essential
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components of the city's iden-
tity. They contribute not only
to the visual appeal of our sur-
roundings but also serve as
vital lungs for our urban
ecosystem. It is imperative
that we take proactive mea-
sures to protect these areas
from encroachments and
ensure their sustained vitality
for future generations."

His on-site directives includ-
ed specific instructions to offi-
cials, urging them to imple-
ment measures that would
prevent any encroachments

INSPECTED

on the designated green belt.
‘In response to his instruc-
tions, officials expressed their
commitment to diligently
monitor and safeguard the
green spaces.
"Commissioner Saikanth
Varma's guidance reinforces
our responsibility to maintain
the ecological integrity of these
areas. We will work rigorous-
ly to implement measures that
deter encroachments and pre-
serve the natural beauty of the
green belt and center median,"

stated a GVMC official.

Fair deal prom|sed to reS|dents
affected by BRTS road expansion

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

In a reassuring move, MLA
Muttamsetti Srinivasa Rao and
Commissioner of Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) CM
Saikanth Varma jointly
addressed the concerns of res-
idents affected by the expansion
of the Bus Rapid Transit System
(BRTS) road. The meeting, held
at  Vasudeva  Kalyana
Mandapam, aimed to ensure
fair compensation and justice
for those displaced due to the
development project.

MLA M Srinivasa Rao empha-
sized the government's commit-

ment to prioritizing the well-being
of citizens despite the importance
of infrastructure projects. He stat-
ed, "The development of infra-
structure is crucial for the progress
of the city; but it should not come
at the cost of the well-being of our
citizens. We are committed to
ensuring that all those who have
been affected by the road expan-
sion are compensated adequate-
ly and receive justice."
Commissioner CM Saikanth
Varma outlined the GVMC's
plans and measures to guarantee
a transparent and efficient com-
pensation process. He acknowl-
edged the concerns of the affect-
ed residents and pledged to find

a fair and just solution for every-
one involved. "Our priority is to
make this process transparent
and efficient. We understand
the concerns of the affected res-
idents, and we are working
towards a solution that is fair and
just for everyone involved,"
assured Commissioner CM
Saikanth Varma IAS.

The meeting provided a plat-
form for residents to express
their concerns and seek clarity
on the compensation process.
Officials from relevant depart-
ments were present to address
queries and provide information
about the compensation proce-
dures.

Farmers advised not
to raise paddy in Rabi

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Agriculture Officer of NTR
District, S. Naga Manemma,
revealed on Saturday that the
district had grappled with
18% rainfall deficit during the
Kharif season, and the same
trend continued in the Rabi
season. This shortfall has led
to a significant depletion of
water levels in major reser-
Voirs, according to Manemma.
In response to the challeng-
ing situation, Manemma
strongly recommended that
farmers refrain from cultivat-
ing paddy during the upcom-
ing Rabi season. Instead, she
advocates for the adoption of
alternative crops to mitigate
the impact of water scarcity.
Addressing the media on
Saturday,Manemma said that
cultivating paddy in the Rabi
season is not feasible. Citing a
resolution passed in the
Irrigation Advisory Board
(IAB) meeting at the behest of

the Water Resources
Department, she stated that no
water would be released to the
canals during the Rabi season.

Furthermore, Manemma
stressed the importance of
farmers taking precautionary
measures when selecting alter-
native crops. Given the deficit
in rainfall and declining
groundwater levels, she
advised farmers to consider
cultivating alternative crops
using bore wells. Additionally,
she cautioned against cultivat-
ing water-intensive crops like
maize.

Highlighting suitable alter-
natives, Manemma recom-
mended, "Green Gram LGB
460, 630, 607, 407, 574, WGB
37 LGB 884, TBG 104, and
GBG 1 are suitable to culti-
vate in the Rabi season in the
paddy fields." She urged
farmers to consult with agri-
cultural officers to receive
guidance on initiating Rabi
cultivation.

Debris scare for Durga
devotees having holy dip

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

In a shocking incident on
Saturday, devotees having a
holy bath at the Durga Ghat in
the city faced a sudden scare as
debris fell from the Kanaka
Durga Flyover, situated near
Indrakeeladri along the banks
of the Krishna River. Despite
the alarming situation, no
injuries were reported.

The incident
occurred during the
ongoing 'Kartika
Masam' festivities,
where devotees
from across the state
gather at the Durga
temple to partake in
the annual Bhavani
Deekshas. Before seeking the
divine blessings of the goddess,
many pilgrims traditionally
take a holy bath at the Durga
Ghat.

A video capturing the
moment when debris rained
down on the devotees quickly
went viral on social media. The
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footage revealed a small gap on
the Durga Flyover road, from
which fragments of debris were
seen falling onto the worship-
pers below.

Expressing concern, one
devotee featured in the video
urged the relevant authorities to
take immediate action to pre-
vent such incidents in the
future. The incident has sparked

discontent among the public,

with many questioning

the safety of the flyover.

As the news spread,

+ numerous devotees

"‘ chose to leave the

1 area, fearing further

mishaps. The author-

ities are now under

pressure to address the sit-

uation and ensure the safety of

the worshippers during the
ongoing religious festivities.

Despite the unsettling inci-
dent, devotees remain steadfast
in their devotion, hoping that
appropriate measures will be
taken to prevent a recurrence of
such incidents in the future.

FIRST-EVER S’KULAM ROAD-KOLLAM
SPECIAL TRAIN CHUGS OFF

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Marking a historic milestone,
the Waltair Division of East
Coast Railway has inaugurat-
ed its first-ever direct special
train service from Srikakulam
Road to Kollam, specifically
catering to the needs of
Ayyappa devotees.
Recognizing the demand from
the North Andhra region, the
special train has been metic-
ulously scheduled to include
stoppages at various stations,
ensuring convenient access
for devotees embarking on
their  pilgrimage to
Sabarimala.

The inaugural journey of
the Srikakulam Road-Kollam
special train kicked off from
Srikakulam Road on Saturday;,
attracting a sizable crowd of
excited spectators and
Ayyappa devotees. Hon'ble
MP Srikakulam Shri K
Ramamohan Naidu, present at

the inaugural run, praised the
Waltair Division's commend-
able initiative.

Speaking at the occasion,
Divisional Railway Manager
Saurabh Prasad highlighted
the concerted efforts made by
the Division to address the
demand of devotees, drawing
from past experiences. He
emphasized that the introduc-

tion of special trains to Kollam
was a direct response to
requests from public represen-
tatives in the region. To fur-
ther enhance convenience,
the Division has strategically
included stoppages at
Chipurupalli, Vizianagaram,
Kottavalasa, Pendurthi, and
Duvvada, all within Waltair
jurisdiction.

Prasad expressed his grati-
tude for the unwavering sup-
port  received from
Headquarters, other Zones,
and the Railway Board in
facilitating the operation of
these special trains. He
earnestly appealed to devotees
and the general public to
adhere to safe travel practices,
refrain from footboard travel-
ing, avoid carrying inflamma-
ble articles, refrain from
unnecessary chain pulling,
maintain cleanliness, and dis-
courage the use of plastic.

The launch of the
Srikakulam Road-Kollam spe-
cial train marks a significant
step towards easing the trav-
el experience for Ayyappa
devotees from the North
Andhra region. This initiative
reflects the Waltair Division's
commitment to providing
seamless connectivity and
ensuring a smooth pilgrimage
for devotees.

Ambati Rayudu all
praise for CM Jagan

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

While sharing his views on the
‘Why AP Needs Jagan’ cam-
paign on Saturday, Ace
Cricketer Ambati Rayudu said,
"Under CM Jagan's visionary
leadership, AP has been
making rapid strides
in the infrastruc-
ture overhaul
with the con-
struction of
new ports,
medical col-
leges, and IT
SEZs. At the
same time, the
A P
Government -
signed nearly Rs13
lakh crore worth MoUs
in a single business summit."
"We are No. 1 in Education
and Healthcare, the students
who are studying now, in days
to come after their graduation
will get employment as the
ports, companies and indus-

tries will be ready to offer
them jobs."

Despite Covid pandemic
that devastated the state for 2.5
years, the visionary CM has
taken the state economy for-
ward in terms of GSDP with

his vision. This is the rea-
son Why we need
Jagan.
Rayudu said,
"All  these
developments
will bring
companies,
and indus-
tries that will
provide
employment
opportunities for
students graduat-
ing out of college in the
State."

He further credited CM
Jagan for the positive develop-
ment of the state despite the
COVID-19 pandemic wreak-
ing havoc on the state's econ-
omy.

Sports Day of Kennedy
High School conducted

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Kennedy High School at
Nunna on the city outskirts,
celebrated its annual Sports
Day on Saturday.

The students took part in an
impressive march paste. Later,
trophies and medals were pre-
sented to the winning teams
and players.

Kennedy High School
Chairman Satya Ramakrishna,
Director Sai Teja Kashyap,
Principal Ratna Krishna, and
Physical Education Teacher
Appala Raju participated.

GTV Ramana, State gener-
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al secretary of Andhra Pradesh
Panchayat Secretaries
Association, and Gopala

Krishna, Scouts District
Organising Commissioner,

were the guests of honour.

Rs 370 cr

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Health, Medical, and Family
Welfare Special Chief Secretary,
MT Krishna Babu, revealed
that the State government has
spent Rs 370 crore to establish
542 health centres, aiming to
enhance medical care for the
residents. Super Specialty
health services will now be
accessible in all cities and
towns across the state.
During the inauguration of
the newly constructed Dr. YSR
Urban Health Centre, costing
Rs 80 lakh at Kondapalli
Municipality near Vijayawada,
Special CS Krishna Babu and
Mylavaram MLA Vasantha
Krishna Prasad highlighted
the government's commitment

spent on 542 health centres: Top official

x

to healthcare on Saturday.
Krishna Babu emphasised
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy's prioritization
of both the education and

health sectors. He pointed out
that health centres, following
the family doctor concept, are
not only available in urban
areas but also in rural regions.

Furthermore, Krishna Babu
highlighted the comprehen-
sive health infrastructure pro-
vided to all health centers,
government general hospitals,

ommumty health centres, and
primary health centers. He
noted a significant improve-
ment, stating that government
health institutions are now
offering corporate facilities to
residents throughout the state.

Mylavaram MLA Vasantha
Krishna Prasad elaborated on
the facilities at the Kondapalli
Urban Health Centre, empha-
sizing the government's provi-
sion of corporate health ser-
vices through the Dr YSR
Aarogyasri scheme to assist all
those in need.

The inauguration ceremony
saw the participation of NTR
District Medical & Health
Officer (DM&HO) Dr M
Suhasini, Ibrahimpatnam MPP
Paladugu Jyotsna, and others.
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PNS B KURNOOL

Finance Minister Buggana
Rajendranath Reddy has said
that the Water Grid works,
taken up at a cost of Rs 350
crore, are being carried out on
war footing and promised to
provide drinking water to
every  household in
Bethamcherla in one month.

The Finance Minister inaugu-
rated the newly-constructed sec-
retariat building at Bethamcherla
on Saturday and unveiled the
pylon in this regard. He thanked
industrialist and EV Sujata
Sharma for donating the land for
the construction of the secretari-
at building. The Secretariat
building was constructed at a
cost of Rs 40 lakh.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Finance Minister said that
the water grid works were
taken up at a cost of Rs 350
crore and being carried out on
war footing to provide purified
drinking water to
Bethamcherla town.

Buggana Rajendranath
Reddy said that efforts are
being made for the construc-
tion of two rail-over bridges.
He said that he would discuss

the matter of the construction
of two rail-over bridges with
the railway officials soon.
Taking a dig at the TDP lead-
ers, Buggana said that TDP
Dhone in-charge
Dharmavaram Subba Reddy is
making hollow promises to the
people to win the next election.
Attributing the hike of essential
commodities to the YSRCP

regime is an unwise act, he crit-
icised, adding that the AP states
progress continued during the
Coronavirus pandemic also.
The TDP’s 'Chandrababu
Surety - Bhavishyattuku
Guarantee' programme is a
farce, he flayed. The Finance
Minister recalled the TDP
regime’s failure to implement a
complete agriculture loan

Andhra

Water Grid works being carried
out on a war footmg Buggana

waiver and DWCRA loan
waiver. The TDP has never ful-
filled all its assurances, he
claimed.

“The YSRCP regime is sin-
cerely implementing many
flagship schemes including
'Amma Vod'i, 'Cheyuta’,
'‘Chedodu’, 'Rythu Bharosa',
and social security pensions as
per the assurance given to the
people” the Finance Minister
asserted.

Buggana said that in order to
give one and a half-cent of land
to all 32,000 ration card hold-
ers in Dhone constituency,
785 acres of land is required,
adding that the government is
committed to allocating house
sites to the eligible poor. He
said that BC Residential boy
school, ITI, and Polytechnic
were constructed in Dhone
constituency and asked
whether they are not part of the
development.

Betamcherla municipal
chairman Chalam Reddy, MP
Buggana Nagabhushanam
Reddy, Valmiki Federation
director Muralikrishna and
state finance corporation direc-
tor Khaja were among those
who attended the programme.

Lovers attempt suicide, man leS

PNS ® KURNOOL

Lovers attempted suicide by
consuming pesticide in which
the man died while undergoing
treatment at Mantralayam in
Kurnool district on Sunday.
Police said Ravi (26) and
Netravathi had been in love for
the last three years. However,
their parents did not agree to

their marriage. They belong to
Dharwad in Karnataka state.
They consumed pesticides
near the railway track at
Dibbanadoddi village in
Mantralayam mandal. The
locals saw the lovers in an
unconscious state and informed
the police. The police shifted
them to the area hospital in a
108 ambulance. As their condi-

tion turned to be critical, they
were admitted to the GGH
where Ravi died while undergo-
ing treatment. The condition of
Netravatih is said to be critical.
The police registered a case and
shifted the body of Ravi for
postmortem. The police are
investigating to ascertain the
exact reasons for the suicide
attempt of young lovers.

DSP dies of cardiac arrest
on Tirumala stepway

PNS B TIRUPATI

Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Intelligence)
Krupakar died of cardiac
arrest while going to
Tirumala on foot on the
stepway.

Police said that the
deceased DSP Krupakar (59)
was deployed for the securi-
ty duty of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who is vis-
iting Tirumala shrine on
Sunday.

The DSP suffered cardiac
arrest at the 1,805" step on
the stepway leading to
Tirumala shrine. He was
immediately shifted to the

Aswini hospital where he
was declared dead. Krupakar
belonged to Poranki village
near Vijayawada.

150 LITRES OF JAGGERY
WASH DESTRUYED

PNS B BAPATLA

The police conducted a cordon
and search operation at Ram
Nagar near Chirala on Saturday
and destroyed 150 litres of jag-
gery wash meant to distill
country-made liquor and seized
four litres of illicit liquor.

The Police and Chirala SEB
personnel jointly conducted a
cordon and search operation at
Ram Nagar in which they
destroyed 150 litres of jaggery
wash and seized 4 litres of coun-
try-made liquor, four auto rick-
shaws, and eight two-wheelers.

Police said that on the direc-
tion of district SP Vakul Jindal,
70 police personal led by DSP
T Vidyasri, Inspectors G
Somasekhar, P Seshagiri Rao,
SEB Inspector Somaiah con-

ducted a cordon and search
operation at Ram Nagar near
Chirala under the Two town
police station limits.

The aim of conducting a cor-
don and search operation is to
send a message to the anti-
socials, who are involved in sell-
ing and transporting ganja and
brewing country-made liquor
in the district, Inspector
Somasekhar said. He warned of
invoking the PD Act against the
repeated offenders.

Govt using police
to spoil Sangam’s
image: Dhulipalla

PNS B GUNTUR

Sangam
Dairy
chairman
and former
M L A
Dhullipalla
Narendra
I has alleged
that the
w YSRCP
government is using police
personnel like a private army
to spoil the reputation of
Sangam Dairy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Saturday,
Dhulipalla Narendra alleged
that the police were acting
under the directions of
YSRCP general secretary
Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy.
The YSRCP government
wants to damage the business
of Sangam Dairy in order to
benefit Amul dairy, he
charged.

“We will file civil and crim-
inal cases against the police
for acting to vitiate the rep-
utation of Sangam Dairy,
Narendra announced.

ANMs to create
awareness about
Aarogyasri from Dec 1

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

YSR Aarogyasri Health Care
Trust CEO Dr Venkateshwar
said that as per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy,
Jagananna Arogya Suraksha -
2.0 will be conducted from
January 1, and the ANMs
should go door to door from
December 1 to distribute
Aarogyashree brochures and
create awareness among the
people. To this effect, YSR
Aarogyasri Health Care Trust
CEO directed the District
Medical and Health officers
and Aarogyasree District
Coordinating Officers.
Speaking to the media per-
sons on Saturday from
Aarogyasri  office in
Mangalagiri, the CEO con-
ducted a training programme
for ANMs of 26 districts
through video conference. He
said that the ANMs should
provide Aarogyasri brochures
and explain everything about

Aarogyashri health benefits
and objectives in detail to the
people. The Aarogyasri app
should also be installed on the
phone of at least one person in
every family, logged in and
explained every option avail-
able in the Aarogyasri app.

Bike rally taken
out in support of
‘Maha Dharna’

PNS B KAKINADA

A bike rally was taken out here
on Saturday by activists of var-
ious organisations and trade
unions extending solidarity to
the 'Maha Dharna' to be
organised on November 27
and 28 in Vijayawada.

The bike rally began at
Bhanugudi centre and reached
the AmbedKkar statue via the
main road and Temple Street.

CITU district general sec-
retary Chekkala Rajkumar
said that the Mahadarna
would be organised in
Vijayawada Gymkhana
grounds to exert pressure on
the government to concede
the legitimate demands
including minimum salary of
Rs 26,000 to workers, MSP to
the farmers for their pro-
duce, issuance of identity
cards to the tenant farmers,
disbursement of crop loans
and payment of Rs 600 wages
to the MGNRES and provid-
ing 200 work days. Leaders of
various trade unions and
organisations were among
those who participated in the
programme.

W G Collector f]
‘Vikasit Bharat' rally

PNS B BHIMAVARAM

West Godavari District
Collector P Prashanthi formal-
ly inaugurated the 'Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra VBSY' at
Anakoderu village in
Bhimavaram mandal on
Saturday. This is the first VBSY
programme organised in the
district.

Addressing the programme,
the Collector said that devel-
opment is possible where there
is education and medicine,
adding that the Central gov-
ernment has ambitiously
undertaken the VBSY to
extend the benefits of the
Central government schemes
to all eligible.

"The eligible beneficiaries
should understand the benefits
of Central government
schemes and apply to get the
benefits. The main purpose of
the VBSY is to know the views
and success stories of those
who have received Central
government schemes, to
inform those who are not yet
aware of the schemes, and to
provide schemes to those who

/’.._

have not received them," the
Collector asserted.

"The government schools
have become Saraswati
Nilayams through the
'Manabadi Nadu-Nedu' pro-
gramme and students are given
uniforms and books at free of
cost. Farm equipment is being
provided to the farmers on
subsidized price and paddy
produce is being purchased
through the RBKs while the
Fish Andhra programme was
launched for the sake of the
fishermen," Collector
Prasanthi observed.

The Collector said that the
state government has brought
the secretariat and voluntary
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*'f"’_ - ‘*h, -3

system and initiated innovative
governance to take the bene-
fits of schemes to every
doorstep, adding that if there
is anyone who does not have a
bank account so far, the facil-
ity to open a bank account has
also been arranged and asked
them to avail the facility.

The Collector also inaugu-
rated the liquor spray drone
and saw the functioning of the
drone on the occasion. RDO K
Srinivasa Raju, ZP officer GVK
Mallikharjuna Rao, DEO R
Venkataramana, DMHO Dr.D
Maheshwara Rao, and Lead
Bank manager A Nagendra
Prasad were among those who
were present.

“Yuva Galam’
to resume
tomorrow: Lohith

PNS B RAJAHMUNDRY
executive

@
k. secretary

i Shistla

Lohith has

said that

TDP nation-

al general

secretary Nara Lokesh would
resume his '"Yuva Galam'
padayatra on November 27
and he would expose the cor-
rupt deeds taken place in the
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s regime.

Addressing a programme
here on Saturday, Shistla
Lohith said that the YSRCP-
led government has tried to
attribute corruption to
Chandrababu Naidu but failed
as the people of the state did
not trust it.

"Since the YSRCP leaders
are in the grip of fear of defeat,
they are planning to foil Nara
Lokesh’s "'Yuva Galam' paday-
atra," he lashed out, stating that
overcoming the hurdles, the
Yuva Galam padayatra will go
forward, he asserted.

Telugu
Desam P.
(TDP) State

\oters ready to send

BJP packing: Raja

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

General secretary of the
Communist Party of India
(CPI), D Raja, voiced his con-
viction that the Indian popu-
lace has grown weary of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its patron, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
during the past decade. Raja
confidently forecast that the
electorate is poised to bid
them farewell, expressing cer-
tainty in the Congress and its
allied parties securing victories
in all five states.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence alongside CPI State
Secretary K. Ramakrishna at
Dasari Bhavan in Vijayawada,
Raja criticised the Narendra
Modi-led central government
for implementing what he
deemed as anti-people policies.
He asserted that a desire for a

change in the Central govern-
ment is prevalent among the
people of the country.

Raja went on to criticise the
BJP and RSS for allegedly
exacerbating fanaticism and
perpetuating inequalities
among the public, leading to
insecurity among minority
communities. In response, he
called for the unity of secular
and democratic parties to col-
lectively combat the BJP in the
upcoming general elections
and secure a victory against

what he described as an anti-
people force.

Emphasising the potential
strength of the INDIA Bloc
following the conclusion of
the five states' assembly elec-
tions, Raja contended that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is highlighting faults in
anticipation of a third term in
power. However, he accused
Modi of diverting financial
resources abroad, diminish-
ing his credibility on the
global stage.

Groundbreakmg ceremony for Rs 1.49 cr works held

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Planning Board Vice
Chairman, Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu said that they
are working tirelessly to make
the Central Constituency the
top in the state in terms of
development. On Saturday, he
inaugurated the new sanitary
office built at a cost of Rs 11.36
lakh along with Bhumi Puja for
road construction works worth
Rs 1.37 crore in 59th Division
Ajit Singh Nagar along with
MLC MD Ruhulla, City Mayor
Rayana Bhagyalakshmi,
Deputy Mayor Srishailaja
Reddy and local corporator
MD  Shahina  Sultana
Hafizullah.

Speaking on this occasion,
Malladi Vishnu revealed that
after the YSR Congress govern-
ment came to power, develop-
ment works worth Rs 5.98
crores were taken up in the
division. Bhumi Puja has per-
formed with funds of Rs 88.95
lakh for the construction of the

B
BT road from Ganganamma
temple to the railway track and
Rs 48.80 lakh for the construc-
tion of the road from Rythu
Bazar to RUB which is always
busy.

He also said that the newly
constructed sanitary office will
be very useful for the sanitation
staff who are very important in
the cleanliness of the environ-
ment. On the other hand, as
part of Nadu-Nedu, the MLA

revealed that the construction
work of 20 additional class-
rooms undertaken with funds
of Rs 3 crore in the local MK
Baig Government School is
going on at a fast pace. A
women's junior college was set
up in this area and 10 class-
rooms have also been sanc-
tioned.

Malladi Vishnu criticized
that during Chandrababu's
regime, except for

Singaporeans and Malaysians,
they failed miserably in recog-
nizing the basic needs of the
people. However, as part of
the decentralization of gover-
nance of the YSRCP govern-
ment, it has been informed
that every division is being
developed.

MLC MD Ruhulla said in
the four and a half years of the
YSRCP government, it has
been revealed that nearly Rs 20

crore has been spent through
DBT and Non-DBT in each
ward secretariat. It was
informed that a total of Rs 100
crore welfare development pro-
grammes have been undertak-
en in the 59th division. On this
occasion, he thanked MLA
Malladi Vishnu, who is work-
ing tirelessly to take the Central
Constituency forward in the
path of development in all
fields.

City Mayor Rayana
Bhagyalakshmi said that many
areas that were neglected by the
previous government are grad-
ually developing under the
ruling YSRCP government.
TDP leaders should answer
why such programmes could
not be undertaken in the past.
She demanded the TDP answer
the people as to whose pock-
ets all these funds went into
during the TDP regime.

DE (Engineering)
Gurunatham, leaders, and sec-
retariat staff participated in the
programme.

Congress will give MLC, nominated posts to BCs: DKS

PNS B HYDERABAD

Karnataka PCC president
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shiva
Kumar said that they will give
MLC posts and nominated posts
after elections to BC leaders who
did not get tickets.

Answering a question he said
that the Congress did not stick
to its statement that it would give
34 seats to BCs after the Udaipur
Declaration and gave only 23
seats for the November 30 TS
Assembly elections with not
even a name. On TPCC
Working President B. Mahesh
Kumar Goud getting a ticket,
DKS said that they will do jus-
tice to BCs by giving them

MLC posts and other nominat-
ed posts.

He said that opportunities
would be given to everyone who
worked for the party and that
the Congress would do justice to
all those who did not get tick-
ets.

Interacting with the media on
Saturday at a private hotel here,
DKS said that people were fed
up with BRS rule. The people
want change and they have
concluded that ‘enough is
enough...we should have
change; DKS said.

DKS said that Hyderabad
and Bengaluru are like twins for
the nation. He said that TDP
Chief N. Chandrababu Naidu

and former Chief Minister, the
late YS Rajashekar Reddy, were
the men behind the develop-
ment of Hyderabad.

The argument that the real
estate business will crash if the
Congress wins is nonsensical.
The Congress does not take
decisions unilaterally, DKS said.

He said that not only the

nation but the entire world was
looking at the Telangana elec-
tion. The time has come for peo-
ple to give a gift to Sonia Gandhi
who gave the Telangana state.
Everyone in rural areas is wait-
ing for Congress rule. The
Congress government in
Karnataka is implementing all
the assurances given by the
party, he said.

“I am appealing to KCR and
IT Minister KTR to check out
the facts about Karnataka. They
must send their own team to
know about the implementation
of the 5-guarantees in
Karnataka. KCR and KTR must
inquire about their schemes
being implemented in

Karnataka. The 5-guarantees
are being implemented in
Karnataka. We will implement
the assurances given to the peo-
ple of Telangana. We will estab-
lish a Congress government
here on December 9,” DKS said.
Responding to another ques-
tion, he said that their party is
a national party with different
policies in different states.
Schemes would be introduced as
per the needs of states, he said
and added that 100 crore
women had travelled free in
KSRTC buses after the launch of
the ‘Shakthi Scheme’ in
Karnataka and this milestone
was celebrated two days ago.
DKS said that free power sup-

ply to farmers has started in
Karnataka. Karnataka is bigger
than Telangana and it is better
than Telangana on the power
front. He said that they are giv-
ing 24-hour free power to the
needy and that power supply
changes according to need. In
general, 5 to 6 to 7 hours of
power supply is enough for
farmers. Some parties play pol-
itics with emotions. However,
the Congress will not do politics
with the lives of people, KTR

The Congress thinks with
Karnataka's heart regarding
Telangana, DKS said. “I chal-
lenge KCR to come and see. I
will arrange a flight or bus tick-
et if he wants, he said.

Minister Shekhawat in
Tirumala for darshan

PNS B TIRUMALA

Union Minister for
Jal Shakti Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat
reached the hill
town of Tirumala
on Saturday
evening.

On his arrival at
GMR Rest House,
he was accorded a
warm reception by
TTD Chairman B

Karunakara Reddy and TTD EO AV Dharma Reddy. The Union
Minister will offer prayers to the Lord on Sunday morning.
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aishankar pitches for international

relations with Ind

PNS B MUMBAI

Minister of External Affairs Dr
S Jaishankar on Saturday bat-
ted for shaping international
relations with Indian character-
istics, stressing the need for
devoting more time to look at
India's reservoir of culture and
knowledge.

He was speaking in Pune
during the International
Relations Conference on
India's Strategic Culture:
Addressing Global and
Regional Challenges', organ-
ised by an educational institute.

"The question I have is to
develop an Indian strategic
culture; if we are to create inter-
national relations with Indian
characteristics, is it not neces-
sary that we actually devote
more time, attention, and ener-
gies to look at our reservoir of
culture, knowledge, history
and traditions," he asked.

The minister, who had a
long diplomatic career, but-
tressed the point, citing his
interaction with his American
peers about Afghanistan years
ago.

"I found that even after 20
years of being in Afghanistan,
so much of the American
understanding about that
country was moulded by what
was the British narrative of
Afghanistan... I actually asked
them does it occur to you, have
you ever thought why
Peshawar is where it is? Was the
Durand line actually some-
thing because the British
Colonial construct was there,"
he asked.

Durand line is the interna-
tional land border between
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

He said people who spent
their "lifetime" in Afghanistan
had never heard of a figure like
Hari Singh Nalwa, the leg-

endary Sikh warrior of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's
empire. Nalwa was the com-
mander-in-chief of the Sikh
army along its border with
Afghanistan.

"And that tells you some-
thing. It tells you that they have
looked at geography from one
cultural lens. Unless we are able

to put our lens in place, they
will never look at it in a way in
which it will serve our interest,"
Jaishankar said.

He said Western intellectu-
als have no problem in accept-
ing the "5000-year-old unbro-
ken Chinese history", but many
of them would not give that
same "privilege" and under-

ian characteristics

standing to India. "In fact, an
extreme example of that was
Churchill himself, who said
that India was no more a coun-
try than an equator," said the
foreign minister.

Jaishankar also said that
many equate "westernism" with
modernism.

"In everyday life, we use
terms like Pyrrhic victory,
Gordian knots, trojan horse.
These are not just used but we
have universalised it in a way.
Generally, intellectual con-
cepts, traditions and constructs
are largely British.

"The thinkers whose names
naturally come into your mind
are Socrates and Plato.

In the case of European
statesman, people will quote
Lord Palmerston on perma-
nent interests but not remem-
ber that Kautilya said it sever-
al centuries before that," he
said.
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‘Deregulation imperative

for space se

PNS ®
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ISRO Chairman S Somanath
on Saturday emphasised the
necessity of deregulating
unnecessary controls in the
space sector to foster improved
growth.

He also attributed India's
significant progress in the
space industry to the opening
up of the sector.

Speaking to media here dur-
ing the celebration of 60 years
since India's first sounded
rocket launch, Somanath high-
lighted that the involvement of
the private sector in space sci-
ence development has led to
remarkable expansion in
India's satellite-building capa-
bilities.

"Earlier, it was only ISRO for
the development and produc-
tion of satellites, launch vehi-
cles, and related technologies.
ISRO has only 17,000 people
and a budget of Rs 13,000
crore. It remained so for all

these years," Somanath said.

He said that India now has
more than 130 startups in the
space sector, with some com-
panies boasting a workforce of
400 to 500 employees and a
turnover ranging from Rs 500
to 1000 crores.

"Some of them are paying
better salaries than ISRO, and
the scientists retired from
ISRO are in great demand. In
fact, these companies are wait-

ctor growth’
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ing for people who are retiring
from ISRO," Somanath said.

The ISRO chief further said
that India has the potential to
become an excellent hub for
satellite manufacturing and
could significantly expand its
presence in the business.

"Technology development
and progress in space science
are all fine, but business is
important. It has to bring
money," he noted.

Four convicts sentenced
to life imprisonment, fifth
gets 3 years in jail

PNS B NEW DELHI

A court here on Saturday
sentenced four convicts in
the killing of TV journalist
Soumya Vishwanathan in
2008 to life imprisonment
while the fifth convict was
sent to three years in jail.

Ordering the quantum of
punishment, the court said
the offence does not fall in
the category
of rarest of
rare cases. SO
request for
death penalty
is refused, it
said.

R a v i
Kapoor, Amit
Shukla,
Baljeet Malik
and Ajay
Kumar have
been sen-
tenced to life
imprison-
ment. The
fifth convict,
Ajay Sethi, has been sen-
tenced to simple imprison-
ment for three years.

Vishwanathan, who was
working with a leading
English news channel, was
shot dead in the early hours
of September 30, 2008, on
south Delhi's Nelson
Mandela Marg while she was
returning home from work.
Police claimed the motive
was robbery.

On October 18, the court

convicted Ravi Kapoor, Amit
Shukla, Baljeet Malik, and
Ajay Kumar under Indian
Penal Code section 302
(murder) and Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA) provisions
for committing organised
crime resulting in the death
of any person.

Ajay Sethi was convicted
under IPC section 411 (dis-
honestly
receiving
stolen prop-
erty) and
MCOCA
provisions for
conspiring to
abet, aid, or
knowingly
facilitate
organised
crime and
receiving
proceeds of
organised
crime.

According
to the prose-
cution, Ravi Kapoor shot
Vishwanathan with a coun-
try-made  pistol on
September 30, 2008, on
Nelson Mandela Marg in
South Delhi while chasing
the victim's car to rob her.
Amit Shukla, Ajay Kumar
and Baljeet Malik were also
with Kapoor.

Police recovered the car
used in the murder from the
fifth accused Ajay Sethi alias
Chacha.

Caste survey must, Centre should conduct it with census: Chidambaram

PNS B KOLKATA

Former union finance minister P
Chidambaram on Saturday said
Saturday that a caste survey was nec-
essary before deciding on any reser-
vation benefits and it should be con-
ducted by the central government

along with the census.

In an interview to PTI, the
Congress leader who is a well-known
legal expert, also pointed out that the

BJP-led central government has not
conducted a census as it should have
in 2021, and may defer the decadal
exercise till after the general elections

next year.

His statement came days after
Bihar conducted a caste survey and
recommended 65 per cent reservation
for the deprived sections.

"I think if reservation is there, a
caste count is necessary. According to
me, it should be done along with the

taneously.

national census. But these people (the
BJP) did not do the national census
0f 2021, now we are at the end of 2023.
They will not do it before the 2024
elections,” Chidambaram said.

He referred to his party's promise
that if it comes to power at the
Centre, it would conduct the nation-
al census and the caste survey simul-

Chidambaram said Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin has said

that he will not conduct a separate
caste census and has appealed to the
Centre to do it along with the nation-
al census, he pointed out.
"Chhattisgarh is doing a separate
caste census, Karnataka has already
done a separate caste census, Odisha
has announced that it will do a caste
census. This will vary from state to
state," the Congress leader said.
However, he pointed out that the
national census is within the jurisdic-

tion of the central government only.

"The state governments cannot do
a national census. Therefore they
have decided to do a caste census. But
the correct thing to do is (to follow
the) 1931 (pattern, when), in the
national census you asked people
about caste. In the census conducted
between 1941 and 2011, you dropped
that question. But now if you are
doing a national census you must do
a caste survey," he said.

PM Modi undertakes sortie on Tejas aircraft

Says experience was incredibly enriching

PNS M BENGALURU

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday undertook a
sortie on the Tejas aircraft, and
said the experience has bol-
stered his confidence in the
country's indigenous capabil-
ities.

Taking to social media plat-
form X, the PM said,
"Successfully completed a sor-
tie on the Tejas."

"The experience was incred-
ibly enriching, significantly
bolstering my confidence in
our country's indigenous capa-
bilities, and leaving me with a
renewed sense of pride and
optimism about our national
potential.”

"Flying in Tejas today, I can
say with immense pride that
due to our hard work and ded-
ication, we are no less than
anyone in the world in the field
of self-reliance. Heartiest con-
gratulations to the Indian Air
Force, DRDO and HAL as

well as all Indians,"” he added.

Modi arrived in the city
earlier today and visited
Defence PSU Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited to review
the ongoing work at its man-
ufacturing facilities, officials
said.

The Prime Minister has
been pushing for indigenous
production of defence products
and highlighting how his gov-
ernment has boosted their
manufacturing in India and
also their exports.

‘Master of chunavi photo-ops’

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Congress took a swipe at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after he took a sortie on a Tejas
aircraft on Saturday and hailed
India’s indigenous capabilities,
saying it doesn’t cost the "master
of chunavi photo-ops" much to
acknowledge the efforts and
endeavours prior to 2014.
Modi undertook the during his
Bengaluru visit and said the
experience has bolstered his
confidence in the country’s
indigenous capabilities. In a post
on X attacking the Modi,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said, "Tejas is yet
another tribute to our indigenous
scientific and technological
capacity and capability that has
been built up resolutely over the
decades." Tejas has been

designed by the Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA) that
was established in 1984 and that
worked collaboratively with the
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(HAL), National Aerospace
Laboratories(NAL), the Indian Air
Force and the Indian Navy, the
former Union minister said.

The design for the Light Combat
Aircraft was finalised six years
later, he pointed out.

Operational clearance was
granted finally in 2011, Ramesh
said, adding that there are, of
course, a number of other key
milestones as well. After taking a
sortie on Tejas, Modi said on X,
"Successfully completed a sortie
on the Tejas." "The experience
was incredibly enriching,
significantly bolstering my
confidence in our country’s
indigenous capabilities.”

Rahul, Priyanka accused of poll code violation

PNS B NEW DELHI

The BJP Saturday accused Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra of violating poll guide-
lines with their posts on X on
the day of the Rajasthan assem-
bly polls and urged the Election
Commission to seek suspension
of their social media accounts
and initiate other actions against
them.

In their posts, both Congress
leaders have urged people to
vote for their party.

The BJP wrote to the Election
Commission, saying their posts
violate the silence period of 48
hours in the run-up to polls, a
period during which most form

of campaigning is barred.

The party accused the former
Congress president and his sis-
ter, a general secretary of the
the

party, of violating

Representation of the
People Act and the
Model Code of
Conduct and sought
the EC's action. The

poll watchdog has

reiterated that TV,
radio channels, cable
networks, internet web-
sites and social media plat-
forms should ensure that the
contents of the programmes by
them during 48 hours referred
to in Section 126 (RP Act) do
not contain any material that

may be construed as promoting
or prejudicing the prospect of
any particular party or candi-
date.

In his post, Gandhi urged
people to elect the
Congress and
said, "Rajas
than will

choose free
treatment.
Rajasthan
will  choose

cheaper gas cylinder.
Rajasthan will choose interest-
free agricultural loan. Rajasthan
will choose English education.
Rajasthan will choose OPS.
Rajasthan will choose caste cen-
sus." Vadra urged the people of

Rajasthan to cast their ballot.
"Your every vote, for a beautiful
future, for rights, for Congress'
guarantees,” she said, listing the
promises made by her party.
The BJP, in its com-
plaint to the EC, said,
"The social media
platform X and its
functionaries may
also be directed to
immediately suspend
J the account and
remove the aforestated
offending contents with imme-
diate effect lest it further violates
the 48-hour silence zone and
cause irreparable injury to the
doctrine of free and fair elec-
tions."

‘No permission given to build
replica of Pashupatinath temple’

PNS B KATHMANDU

Authorities at Nepal's Pashupati
Area Development Trust on
Saturday said that no permission
has been given to anyone to build
a replica of the world-famous
Pashupatinath temple here in
India. A statement from the
Pashupati Area Development
Trust (PADT) came in the wake
of media reports stating that a
replica of the Pashupatinath tem-
ple in Kathmandu was being
constructed in a village in
Uttarakhand.

The centuries-old temple is
devoted to the Hindu god Shiva,
in his avatar as Pashupati, the pro-
tector of animals.

"There is no truth in the news
report that Pashupatinath Temple
is being built in Uttarakhand of
India and the Trust's attention has
been drawn towards this false
news report,” Dr Ghanashyam
Khatiwada, the executive direc-
tor of PADT said in a statement.

"We object to such a false news
report that has appeared in a sec-
tion of the media," Khatiwada
said. Situated on the banks of the
holy River Bagmati on the east-
ern outskirts of Kathmandu,
Pashupatinath is the most revered
Hindu temple in Nepal. It attracts
hundreds and thousands of
Hindu pilgrims from across the
world apart from being a major
tourist destination.

Residents pray for ea

PNS B UTTARAKASHI

With repeated obstructions
impeding the Silkyara tunnel
rescue operation, residents of
nearby villages are praying to
the local deity, Baba Boukhnag,
for the early release of the 41
workers trapped inside for the
past 13 days.

Talking to PTI, many local
residents said they offer prayers
daily for the wellbeing and safe
rescue of the workers.

Rajesh Rawat, a resident of
Bhramkhaal village, about 10
km from the tunnel, said he
and his family members are
praying to Baba Boukhnag

daily.

Rawat, who owns a homes-
tay in his village, said the local
residents have huge faith in
Baba Bhoukhnag and the
workers will come out soon
with his blessings.

According to local residents,
Boukhnag deity is considered
the protector of the area.

Rajender Singh, who runs a
roadside eatery at Silkyara vil-
lage, said that apart from offer-
ing prayers for the wellbeing of
the trapped workers, everyone
in his village tries to help the
rescue personnel working at
the site day and night.

Brij Mani Bhat, a resident of
Mehargaon village, about three
km away from the tunnel, said

he lights an earthen lamp every
morning and pray for the early
rescue of the trapped workers.

"Thope the trapped workers
will come out soon and meet
their family members. The res-
cue team members are work-

rly rescue of

ing continuously but unfortu-
nately the work gets stopped
due to the machines.

We don't know the techni-
calities and cannot do much
but we can at the least pray to
our God for their early rescue,"

Bhat said.

Local residents said there
will be a 'mela’ at the temple of
Baba Boukhnag near the tun-
nel on Sunday.

Drilling at the collapsed por-
tion of the tunnel has been
halted since Friday as the auger
machine faced hurdles one
after another. An tunnelling
expert at the site said on
Saturday the machine was bro-
ken. Rescuers are now explor-
ing other options such as
drilling the remaining stretch
of 10 to 12 metres manually or
creating a vertical escape pas-
sage for the 41 labourers
trapped inside.

The multi-agency rescue

trapped workers

effort began November 12
when a portion of the under-
construction tunnel on
Uttarakhand's Char Dham
route collapsed following a
landslide, trapping workers
inside. Earlier, many local peo-
ple had said they believed the
under-construction tunnel col-
lapsed due to the wrath of Baba
Boukhnag whose temple was
demolished for its construc-
tion.

After initial efforts to rescue
the trapped workers failed,
temple priest Ganesh Prasad
Bijalwan had earlier said, com-
pany officials called him and
requested him to perform a
special puja.
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Buddhist village in Kishtwar
gets telecom connectivity

-

Buddhist village, nestled

close to the Kargil region
and adjacent to the renowned
Paddar Sapphire Mine has
received telecom connectivity.
A JIO mobile tower has been
successfully installed in the
Dangail area, according to an
official. "Through the use of

Sumcham, a high altitude

V/SAT technology, the entire vicinity of Dangail and its surroundings
now revel in seamless connectivity through the JIO network’, the
official said. The LG Administration J&K and the district
administration have spearheaded the provision of mobile network
facilities to this previously isolated region. Situated at an elevation of
3,250 meters from Mean Sea Level (MSL), Sumcham, a segment of
Losaini village, has undergone transformative interventions, having
received solar power packs earlier from the district administration.
"The installation of the mobile tower has solidified
telecommunication accessibility to this high-altitude region", he said.
These concerted efforts signify a substantial impetus towards the
overall progress and well-being of these communities.

Further, JI0 authorities have indicated plans to connect the mobile
tower through fiber optics, promising an even more enhanced

connectivity experience.

Indian-origin student in coma
after assaulted in Australia
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medically induced coma
after he was assaulted and a
suspect has been taken into
custody and charged with
criminal assault, according to
a media report. The student,
who has not been identified,
is in his 20s. He is pursuing a
master’s degree at the
University of Tasmania. The
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incident took place on November 5 at a precinct in Tasmania and the
victim had extra jural bleeding’ that caused his brain to shift,
Sydney-based Special Broadcasting Service reported. According to
reports, his right lung collapsed and he had to undergo brain
surgery, a procedure lasting several hours.

Benjamin Dodge Collings, a 25-year-old resident of Lenah Valley,
was taken into custody by police shortly after the event and charged
with criminal code assault, an offence carrying a maximum sentence
of 21 years in prison. Collings was granted a magistrate bail and is
scheduled to return to court on December 4 to respond to the
charges, including assault, providing a false address and name,
resisting a police officer, and unrelated driving offences.

CBI registers PE against TMC
MP Mahua Moitra

preliminary enquiry

against Trinamool
Congress Lok Sabha MP
Mahua Moitra on a reference
from anti-corruption
ombudsman Lokpal, officials
said Saturday. BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey had
approached the Lokpal with a

.I_he CBI has registered a

complaint against Moitra over allegations of taking bribes to raise
questions in Parliament. Dubey had also accused Moitra of
compromising national security for monetary gains. The Ethics
Committee of Lok Sabha is also looking into the allegations against
her. The CBI has registered a preliminary enquiry which is the first
step towards ascertaining if the allegations merit a full-fledged
investigation. If enough prima facie material is found during the PE,

the CBI can convert it into an FIR.
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Sehi to amend rules to facilitate
small and medium REITs

PNS B MUMBAI

Sebi on Saturday decided to
bring entities facilitating frac-
tional investment in real estate
under a regulatory framework,
whereby they will be required
to operate as Small and
Medium  Real  Estate
Investment Trusts.

Such SM REITs should be set
up as a trust with the ability to
establish separate scheme for
owning real estate assets
through wholly-owned spe-
cial purpose vehicles constitut-
ed as a company, the regulator
said.

Sebi's board, at its meeting
on Saturday, approved amend-
ments to REITs (Real Estate
Investment Trusts)
Regulations, 2014 in order to
create a regulatory framework
for the facilitation of SM REITs,

with an asset value of at least
Rs 50 crore vis-a-vis mini-
mum asset value of Rs 500
crore for existing REITS.

"SM REITs shall have the
ability to create separate
scheme (s) for owning real
estate assets through special

purpose vehicle(s) constituted
as companies, " Sebi said in a
release after its board meeting.

The proposed regulatory
framework would help to
develop the real estate market,
provide investor protection
measures and lead to an order-

ly development of the market.

The regulatory framework
approved by the board for SM
REITs provides for the struc-
ture, migration of existing
structures meeting certain
specified criteria, obligations of
the investment manager
including net worth, experi-
ence and minimum unit hold-
ing requirement, investment
conditions, minimum sub-
scription, distribution norms
and valuation of assets.

In August, Sebi floated a
consultation paper for regulat-
ing all web-based platforms
offering fractional ownership
of real estate assets to protect
small investors. Such fraction-
al ownership of real estate
assets was proposed to be
brought as Micro, Small and
Medium REITs under Sebi's
REITs rules.

Typically, fractional invest-
ment of real estate through
Fractional Ownership
Platforms (FOPs) is an invest-
ing strategy in which the cost
of acquisition of real estate is
split among several investors,
who invest in securities issued
by a Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV) established by an FOP.
Such SPVs purchase real estate
assets.

FOPs allow investors to own
a certain percentage or frac-
tional share in the real estate
asset through the securities
issued by the SPVs.

Some FOPs are operated by
real estate agents or brokers
(before the property is pur-
chased) and as property man-
agers thereafter.

Globally, such fractional
ownership platforms have been
in existence since 2015.

Catamaran
plans to invest
in precision
manufacturing

PNS B NEW DELHI

Infosys founder Narayana
Murthy's venture capital firm
Catamaran plans to expand
its portfolio by investing in
precision manufacturing star-
tups, which can export and
make components in deep
tech, and automobiles, a
senior company official has
said. On the sidelines of the
Digital Acceleration and
Transformation  Expo
(DATE), Catamaran Chair
man MD Ranganath on
Friday said the valuation
expectation in startups have
come down in India.

Tata Technologies
offer price finalised
t Rs 500 per share

PNS B NEW DELHI

Tata Motors on Saturday said
its arm Tata Technologies
has finalised the offer price,
including the anchor investor
offer price, at Rs 500 per equi-
ty share for its Initial Public
Offering (IPO).

The Rs 3,042.5 crore IPO
of Tata Technologies, which
provides engineering and
product development digital
services, was subscribed
69.43 times on the final day
of subscription on Friday,
driven by remarkable partic-
ipation from institutional
buyers.

"...Tata Technologies Ltd in
consultation with book run-
ning lead managers to the
IPO, has finalised the offer
price, including the anchor
investor offer price, at Rs 500
per equity share of face value
of Rs 2 each," Tata Motors
said in a regulatory filing.

The public issue had a
price band of Rs 475-500 per
share.

Accordingly, the size of
the TPO aggregates to Rs
3,042,51 crore comprising an
offer for sale of 4.63 crore
equity shares by Tata Motors
amounting to Rs 2,313.75
crore, 97.17 lakh equity
shares by Alpha TC Holdings
Pte Ltd amounting to Rs
485.84 crore and 48.58 lakh
equity shares by Tata Capital
Growth Fund I, amounting to
Rs 242.92 crore, subject to
finalisation of basis of allot-
ment, the filing added.

The initial share sale of
Tata Technologies received
bids for 3,12,64,91,040 shares
against 4,50,29,207 shares on
offer, as per NSE data.

ED searches realty major DLF 1n
money laundering case against pertech

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has searched the premis-
es of realty major DLF in
Gurugram as part of a money
laundering investigation
against real estate firm
Supertech and its promoters,
official sources said on
Saturday.

The central agency has
recovered some documents
during the action that was
carried out over the last two
days, they said.

The action is linked to the
ED investigation against
Supertech, the sources said.

DLE later in a stock market
filing, said "a team of officials
from the Enforcement
Directorate visited our premis-
es seeking information with
respect to investigation being
conducted in the matter of
Supertech."

The officials sought details
of transactions relevant to the
said investigation and the com-
pany extended full cooperation
by providing them all relevant
documents in

this regard, it said.

The ED had arrested
Supertech promoter R K or
Ram Kishor Arora in this case
in June. He is in judicial cus-
tody at present.
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It had then alleged that
Arora was the main controlling
person of the group who decid-
ed to "divert" crores of funds of
investors and homebuyers to
various shell companies.

The money laundering case,
filed under the criminal sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), stems from as many
as 26 FIRs registered by the
police departments of Delhi,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
against Supertech Limited and
its group companies on allega-
tions of cheating 670 home-
buyers for an amount of Rs 164
crore.

The ED had said "huge
amounts of money running
into hundreds of crores were
siphoned off through
Supertech Group and they

failed to adhere to their agreed
obligations to provide the pos-
session of flats to customers on

It claimed that Supertech
Group "siphoned off Rs 440
crore received from customers
and homebuyers for purchas-
ing land in Gurugram in 2013-
14 at highly inflated prices
while their already promised
projects in Noida were not
completed".

A new project was launched
on this newly acquired land
and further advance was col-
lected from hundreds of home-
buyers and loans were taken
from banks/NBFCs which also
became NPA and were
declared "fraud" by banks, it
alleged.

Supertech Ltd, which was
formed in 1988, has so far

delivered around 80,000 apart-
ments, mainly in the Delhi-
NCR market. The company is
currently developing around 25
projects across National Capital
Region (NCR). It is yet to give
possession to more than 20,000
customers.

The company has been in
crisis since last year.

In August 2022, Supertech
suffered a big setback when its
nearly 100-metre-tall twin tow-
ers -- Apex and Ceyane --
located on Noida Expressway
were demolished as per a
Supreme Court order that
found their construction with-
in Emerald Court premises in
violation of norms.

More than 3,700 kg of explo-
sives were used to demolish the
two towers.

Arora had then said that the
company incurred a loss of
about Rs 500 crore, including
construction and interest costs,
because of the demolition of its
twin towers in Noida.

The company suffered
another blow last year when
the Delhi bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) in March had ordered
to initiate the insolvency pro-
ceedings against Supertech Ltd
over a petition filed by the
Union Bank of India for non-
payment of dues.

Govt makes biogas blending mandatory

PNS B NEW DELHI

The government on Saturday
announced compulsory blend-
ing of compressed biogas,
which is extracted from
municipal and agriculture
waste, in natural gas to cut
reliance on imports.

Initially, 1 per cent of biogas
will be blended in gas used in
automobiles and household
kitchens for cooking from
April 2025, a government
statement said. The share will
be increased to around 5 per
cent by 2028.

The government also plans
to have 1 per cent sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) in aircraft

turbine fuel by 2027, dou-
bling to 2 per cent in 2028. The
SAF targets will initially apply
to international flights, the
statement said.

This is in line with the aim
of achieving net zero emissions
targets by 2070.

"CBG Blending Obligation
(CBO) will promote produc-
tion and consumption of

Compressed Biogas (CBG) in
the country," it said.

"The key objectives of the
CBO are to stimulate demand
for CBG in city gas distribu-
tion sector, import substitution
for Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG), saving in forex, pro-
moting circular economy and
to assist in achieving the tar-
get of net zero emission.

The CBO will encourage
investment of around Rs
37,500 crores and facilitate
establishment of 750 CBG
projects by 2028-29, the state-
ment said.

The CBG blending will be
voluntary till FY 2024-2025
(April 2024 to March 2025)

and the mandatory blending
obligation will start from FY
2025-26.

"CBO shall be kept as 1 per
cent, 3 per cent and 4 per cent
of total CNG/PNG consump-
tion for FY 2025-26, 2026- 27
and 2027-28 respectively.
From 2028-29 onwards CBO
will be 5 per cent," the state-
ment said.

A Central Repository Body
(CRB) shall monitor and
implement the blending man-
date based on the operational
guidelines.

Also, Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF/Bio- ATF) initial
indicative blending percentage
targets were set.

Arohan MF
aims to enhance
lending through
digital mode

PNS B KOLKATA

Micro-lender Arohan
Financial Services is eyeing to
increase lending through the
digital mode due to its better
compliance in repayments
and administrative conve-
nience, an official said.

The micro-finance institu-
tion (MFI) launched its app
'Apna Arohan' one-and-half
years ago to make a foray into
digital lending, besides the
traditional brick-and-mor-
tar route, he said.

"The app was launched
almost 18 months ago. So far
Rs 104 crore has been dis-
bursed through this route. We
are aiming to disburse a total
of Rs 160 crore this financial
year through the digital
route", Arvind Murarka, chief
information officer of Arohan
Financial Services said.

He said it has been seen
that the repayment rates are
as high as 99 per cent and
money can be disbursed
within hours as compared to
the traditional mode which
normally takes a few days.

Murarka said that lending
through the app was first
implemented in West Bengal,
and is now spread across
every state where Arohan
has a brick-and-mortar pres-
ence.

The MFI is now present in
18 states of the country.

According to him, digital
lending is available only for
individuals and not to joint
liability groups (JLGs).

Interest rates charged
through the digital lending
route are marginally lower
than the traditional route, he
said, adding that the average
ticket size of loans is Rs
55,000 to Rs 60,000.
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Sehi introduces regulatory
framework for index providers

arkets watchdog Sebi
I\/l on Saturday

approved providing
flexibility to Not for Profit
Organisations (NPOs) in
raising funds through the
social stock exchange and
also decided to introduce a
regulatory framework for
index providers.These were
among the decisions taken
by the board of the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) during
its meeting held here.In a

release, the regulator said flexibility will be provided for fund raising
by NPOs through the social stock exchange.|n this regard, the
minimum issue size in case of public issuance of Zero Coupon Zero
Principal Instruments (ZCZP) for NPOs on the social stock
exchange will be reduced to Rs 50 lakh from Rs 1 crore.Among
other decisions, a regulatory framework will be introduced for the
index providers to foster transparency and accountability in
governance and administration of financial benchmarks in the

securities market.

Domestic air passenger
traffic touches new high

omestic air passenger
Dtraffic touched a new

high on Thursday as
airlines carried 4,63,417
people.In November, the
domestic air passenger traffic
scaled new peaks at least
four times."Post-Covid,
India’s domestic aviation’s

=% turnaround story has not just

been overwhelming but
inspiring as well."Positive

attitude, progressive policies, and deep trust among passengers are
taking it to new heights with every flight, every day," the civil
aviation ministry said in a post on X on Friday.As per official data,
the total number of domestic assengers was 4,63,417 and the
number of flight movements stood at 5,998 on Thursday
(November 23).In a post on X, civil aviation minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Friday said a new record has been set in Indian domestic
aviation.Domestic air traffic had touched new peaks for three
consecutive days -- November 18, 19 and 20.

Abhyudaya Coop Bank
net NPA at 12 per cent

bhyudaya Cooperative
Bank’s net non-
performing assets NPAs)
i ratio have zoomed up to 12
per cent, sources said on
Saturday.A day after the
Reserve Bank superseded the
city-headquartered bank’s
board, it has emerged that
the cooperative bank’s cost-
to-income ratio had zoomed
up to 80 per cent.The RBI
order on Friday had

uperseded the board for 12 months on material concerns emanating
from poor governance standards observed in the bank" but refrained
from putting any business restrictions.They placed an administrator
and an advisory panel to assist him.People in the know said that
poor governance led to gradual accumulation of NPAs and
deterioration on the cost-to-income ratio.According to sources, the
bank management led by chairman Sandeep Ghandat had hired
excessively to win over voters in the Parbhani district of aharashtra,
which is a political base for the family.In what should allay any
concerns among customers, sources said the bank had made an
operating profit in FY23, and has a sizeable proportion of the
deposits in the low-cost current and savings account.

International air passenger
traffic touches highest level

Friday, the highest level post the coronavirus pandemic,

The international air passenger traffic touched 1,06,827 on

according to union minister Jyotiraditya Scindia.This also
comes at a time when the country’s domestic air passenger
traffic scaled a new peak of 4,63,417 on Thursday. In a post on
X, Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on Saturday said
international air passenger traffic stood at 1,06,827 on
November 24 and it was the "highest post Covid international air
traffic". "A landmark day for Indian aviation sector! After reaching
the milestone of carrying 4.63 lakh daily domestic passengers.
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4 new mdus nal est ates
to come up in J&K

PNS B JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Saturday
approved the setting up of four
new industrial estates in the
Union Territory to boost
investment and promote local
employment, according to an
official spokesperson.
Approval for the setting up
of new industrial estates at
Budhi in Kathua district,
Medicity Jammu in Jammu
district and Chandgam and
Lelhar in Pulwama district
was given by the Administ
rative Council (AC) that met
under the chairmanship of Lt

Governor Manoj Sinha here,
the spokesperson said.

He said the new industrial
estates will be developed on
1,379 kanals of land with an
investment of Rs 136.65 crore.

Apart from attracting
investments, the projects will
provide a boost to local
employment and are expected
to generate over 11,497 private
sector jobs, he said.

As per the spokesperson,
new industrial estates will be
comprehensively developed
in terms of infrastructure,
such as internal road works,
availability of electricity and
centralised water distribution.

Odisha approves 12 projects worth Rs 84,918 crore

PNS B BHUVANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has approved 12 key
projects with a cumulative
investment intent of Rs
84,918.75 crore.

These projects will create
employment opportunities for
42,281 people across various
sectors, an official said.

The investment proposals
in apparel and textiles, green
hydrogen and green ammonia,
steel, power and renewable
energy, chemical and petro-
chemical downstream sectors
were approved at the High-
Level Clearance Authority
(HLCA) meeting chaired by
the chief minister on Friday, the
official said.

These projects will be locat-
ed across the state in the dis-
tricts of Cuttack, Dhenkanal,
Ganjam, Jajpur, Jharsuguda,
Kendrapada, Malkangiri,
Rayagada, Sambalpur and
Sundargarh.

In the apparel and textiles
sector, Welspun Living Limited

received the nod of the HLCA
to establish an integrated tex-
tile and logistics facility at
Choudwar in Cuttack district,
with an investment of Rs 3,050
crore. The project has the
potential to create employ-
ment for 20,210 people, an offi-
cial said.

Welspun Corp Limited got a
green signal for Rs 3,137 crore
investment in pipe manufac-
turing and pipe coating plant in
Sambalpur district which will
generate employment for 3,830
individuals in Sambalpur.

The state government has
also recently approved the pro-
ject of Sintex BAPL, Welspun's
wholly-owned subsidiary, for
setting up a manufacturing
unit for CPVC, UPVC, PVC
fittings and plastic tanks in
Sambalpur district.

To promote green hydrogen
and green ammonia sector,
the state government has given
approval to Welspun New
Energy Limited to set up a 0.70
MMTPA green ammonia man-
ufacturing unit in Kendrapada

district with an investment of
Rs 13,860 crore, which will
generate employment for 1,000
individuals, an official said.

Sembcorp Green Hydrogen
India Private Limited has got
the nod to establish a 0.72
MMTPA green ammonia man-
ufacturing unit in Gopalpur,
Ganjam district with an invest-
ment of Rs 13,000 crore and
will generate employment for
1,250 individuals.

ReNew E-Fuels Private
Limited (REFPL) has also got
an approval for investment of
Rs 10,005 crore to establish a
green hydrogen (100 KTPA)
and green methanol (500
KTPA) manufacturing unit in
Malkangiri district for Rs 9,000
crore to establish green hydro-
gen (60 KTPA) and green
methanol (300 KTPA) manu-
facturing unit in Rayagada dis-
trict. It will generate employ-

ment for 2,800 people.

In the steel sector, Tata Steel's
project to establish an HR &
CR Coilplant with a production
capacity of 6.50 MTPA in
Dhenkanal received HLCA's
approval. This mega project,
valued at Rs 10,351.11 crore, is
expected to create employ-
ment opportunities for 3,725
people.

Also, Orissa Metallurgical
Industry Private Limited
received approval for investing
Rs 5,200 crore for the establish-
ment of 2 MTPA Integrated
Steel Plant, 240 MW Captive
Power Plant and 1 MTPA
Cement Grinding Unit, gener-
ating employment for 6,000
individuals in Jharsuguda dis-
trict.

In the steel (downstream)
sector, BMW Industries
Limited secured HLCA
approval for investment of Rs
1,094.82 crore for the establish-
ment of its production plant in
Kalinganagar, Jajpur district
generating employment for
1,950 people.

In the power and renewable
energy sector, NTPC Limited
secured approval to establish an
800 MW super thermal power
plant in Sundergarh, with an
investment of Rs 9,208.36
crore, which is projected to
provide employment to 1,366
individuals.

The HLCA approved anoth-
er investment of Rs 6012.46
crore from Ind Barath Energy
Utkal Limited to establish
1X800 MW ULTRA Super
Critical Coal Fired Thermal
Power Project. It is set to gen-
erate employment for 450 peo-
ple in Jharsuguda.

The chemical and petro-
chemical downstream sector
also witnessed a significant
boost with the approval of
Aegis Vopak's project to estab-
lish a greenfield tank storage
facility for liquid ammonia of
80,000 TPA capacity produc-
tion unit in, Gopalpur, Ganjam
district, with an investment of
Rs 1,000 crore and an employ-
ment potential of 100 individ-
uals.
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CALM MIND BRINGS INNER STRENGTH AND
SELF-CONFIDENCE, SO THAT'S VERY
IMPORTANT FOR GOOD HEALTH

— DALAI LAMA
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UPERBUGS ON PROWL

The message is loud and clear, and alarming too. The antimicrobial resistance (AMR) threat is already on
our doorstep. AMR occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites evolve and become resistant to
the drugs designed to treat infections caused by these microorganisms. The consequences of failure to
adequately address AMR are profound, particularly for future generations. ARCHANA JYOTI reports

hat world are we
Wgoing to give our
children if we've lost

all the antibiotics, and they go
back to dying of a scratch they
got in the garden when play-
ing?” UK’s former Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Sally
Davies's message in a recent
BBC documentary film serves
as a stark warning about the
potential catastrophic conse-
quences of antimicrobial resis-
tance.

The reference to losing antibi-
otics, which have been a cor-
nerstone of modern medicine
for decades, underscores the
potential return to a time
when common infection--
from minor throat infections
to serious illnesses like cholera,
tuberculosis, pneumonia, etc
are untreatable. This scenario
would have profound implica-
tions, especially for children, a
vulnerable population to day-
to-day infections.

In other words, just imagine a
scenario of a physician
expressing inability to treat
even everyday infections relat-
ing to childbirth, surgery and
open fractured limbs and
could become potentially life-
threatening. Dr. Rajesh
Kumar Gupta, Additional
Director, Pulmonology,
Fortis Hospital, Greater
Noida says he has been fre-
quently getting infection cases
where antibiotics have become
ineffective. Taking antibiotics
too often or for the wrong rea-
sons can change bacteria so
much that antibiotics don't
work against them, he explains
and shares a case of a patient
who had misued the antibitocs.
“This 60 year-old man having
diabetes and high BP as co-
morbidities nearly lost his life
to multi-drug resistance
(MDR) bacteria in his lungs.
He was brought to our hospi-
tal in the emergency with a
severe cough, fatigue and dif-
ficulties breathing. His Xray
and blood tests showed that his
lungs were infected with drug-
resistant bug acinetobacter
baumannii.

“His medical history showed
that he had been taking antibi-
otics OTC every time fever,
cough and bodyache would
retreat and rebound. After 12
days intensive treatment we
managed to save him.

“He was lucky to survive but
many patients are not that
fortunate.

Dr Gupta adds that at least 70
% of the AMR are communi-
ty acquired coming from
sewage, poor hygiene, agricul-
ture and animal-related.

Dr Sangeeta Sharma, presi-
dent of the DSPRUD ( Delhi
Society for Promoting
Rational Use of Drugs) con-
curred saying, "once a treatable
infection with antimicrobial
drugs, patients are grappling
with life threatening illnesses
contracted during routine
surgeries, cancer treatments, or
therapies for chronic diseases."
People will die from infections
that were once considered
treatable, like urinary tract

infections or strep throat.
She points out that "The
overuse and misuse of these
life-saving medications pose
significant ethical dilemmas
for healthcare professionals as
they have to navigate a delicate
path, aiming to provide opti-
mal treatment without con-
tributing to the rising tide of
resistance. Ethical responsi-
bility lies not only with pre-
scribers but also with patients
who must adhere to treat-
ment plans diligently."

To address ethical and acces-
sibility challenges, a compre-
hensive approach is vital.
Healthcare professionals need
ongoing education in respon-
sible prescribing, while policy-
makers must ensure equitable
access to essential medica-
tions, she added as she echoed
WHO's call for interdiscipli-
nary collaboration between
leaders to combat the growing
global health threat of AMR.
Many patients and their fam-
ilies have suffered the debilitat-
ing effects of antibiotic-resis-
tant infections. Indeed, many
patients have lost their lives
due to these infections, calling
to address drug-resistant infec-
tions and the lack of new
antibiotic development.
There are several different
types of germs that have devel-

oped resistance over time.

As per doctors, the six patho-
gens causing most deaths asso-
ciated with resistance are Esch-
erichia coli, Staphylococcus
aureus, Klebsiella pneumoni-
ae, Streptococcus pneumoniae,
Acinetobacter baumannii, and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
For India, being one of the pri-
mary consumers of antibiotics
and with its unique combina-
tion of a dense population, a
significant disease burden, and
diverse healthcare practices, it
stands at a critical juncture in
the global battle against AMR.
Over-prescription in private
healthcare and resource con-
straints in public healthcare
contribute to the development
and spread of AMR, according
to a 2023 study led by Dr
Abhishek Sharma, (Anaes-
thesia), Sri Guru Ram Das
Institute of Medical Sciences
& Research, Amritsar.
Creating awareness among
people and doctors can some-
what help combat AMR.

The WHO has chosen the
theme “Preventing Antimi-
crobial Resistance Together'
to promote World Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AMR) Awa-
reness Week, which recently
concluded on November 24.
On the occasion, Director
Post Graduate Institute of

Child Health (PGICH)
Noida, Prof (Dr.) Arun
Kumar Singh stressed on
rational use of antibiotics and
only when prescribed by doc-
tors. Antibiotics only work
against infections caused by
bacteria. Antibiotics do not
work against viruses that cause
colds or the flu. he clarified.
Head of Dept of Micro-
biology PGICH, Prof ( Dr )
Sumi Nandwani stressed on
'One Health Approach' in
which all doctors , patients ,
have to work as a team along
with public involved in agricul-
ture, animals, plants, environ-
ment to prevent misuse of
antibiotics so that our children
and future generations keep
winning against microbes
which develop resistance to
antimicrobials.

They were speaking at an
event held at PGICH last week
to create awareness about the
health crisis staring at the
humankind.

The institute’s Professor of
Microbiology Dr. NP Singh
highlighted the importance of
hand washing, infection con-
trol and completing the course
of medicines as prescribed by
doctors to prevent develop-
ment of antibiotics. CMS Prof
Dr Mukul Jain said that since
very few new antibiotics are

being developed, it is impor-
tant to not misuse or overuse
the available arsenals. Dean
PGICH Noida Dr DK Singh,
a pediatrician sounded the
alarm about the issue of
antimicrobial resistance even
in children. . According to a
report in The Lancet in 2022,
about 1 in 5 of the estimated
1.27 million people who died
from AMR in 2019 were
younger than age 5. That cor-
responds to a young child
dying from AMR nearly every
two minutes.

Dr. Dinesh Kumar Tyagi,
Additional Director, Internal
Medicine, Fortis Hospital
Greater Noida, too feels that
even patients should be made
aware about the risk of overuse
and misuse of antibiotics.
"Antimicrobial resistance has
become a cause of worry. Due
to the unnecessary use of
antibiotics and the fact that
they're not completing their
dose as prescribed by doctors,
there is an increased AMR
risk.

In many western countries,
only basic antibiotics are used,
whereas in India, we have
exposure to higher doses of
antibiotics, which cause deaths
in the ICU. Even animals are
exposed to antibiotics, which
is why when humans con-

sume them, they suffer antimi-
crobial resistance."

Clearly, AMR has environ-
mental dimensions also. Dr
Gupta agreed as he pointed out
that "the environmental
dimensions of antibiotic resis-
tance are especially critical in
lower middle income coun-
tries. Inferior infrastructure
for managing human and ani-
mal waste streams leads to
greater environmental emis-
sions of both resistant faecal
bacteria and residual antibi-
otics, he said. China and India,
as the world's largest produc-
ers of antibiotics, have report-
ed insufficient waste manage-
ment practices and excessive
emissions of antibiotic residues
from manufacturing."”
Pharmacists are another
important stakeholder in the
chain who need to take on
more active role in tackling
AMR. Professor YK Gupta,
Principal Advisor India at
GARDDP, speaking at an event
'"Pandemic of AMR: Role of
Pharmacists in Preparedness,'
recently said that doctors use
antibiotics to treat a wide vari-
ety of bacterial infections.
However, indiscriminate use of
these life-saving drugs has led
to pathogens becoming resis-
tant over the last few decades.
Well informed pharmacists
could play a crucial role in pre-
venting the misuse of these
essential drugs and help tack-
le AMR, which is an existing
pandemic.

"This should scare everybody,"
said Subasree Srinivasan,
GARDP's Medical Director,
adding that the power of
antibiotics must be preserved
as the practice of modern
medicine depends on them.
Srinivasan called on hospital
authorities to implement
antibiotic stewardship pro-
grammes that can help regulate
antibiotic use by implementing
evidence-based interventions.
"Clinical pharmacists are cen-
tral to antibiotic stewardship
programmes in hospitals,"
noted Srinivasan.

Vijay Bhalla, Principal of
SGT College of Pharmacy
rued that even as resistance
renders antibiotics ineffective,
pharma firms are steering
away from developing these
drugs. The WHO notes there
were only 27 new antibiotics in
clinical development against
priority pathogens in 2021,
down from 31 products in
2017.

An article in Nature speaks
volumes about this dismal sce-
nario. It notes that an estimat-
ed $1.5 billion has to be invest-
ed to develop a new antibiot-
ic. But the pharmaceutical
firms would only gain about
$46 million in annual sales of
that drug. "That's tiny and
nowhere near the amount
needed to justify the invest-
ment," said Kasim Kutay, chief
executive of Novo Holdings,
Denmark, and the author of
the article.

(The author is Associate
Editor, The Pioneer)

Soaring childhood myopia a cause of concern

While there is no safe time limit for screen time, especially among kids under the age of 5 years, judicious use of

screens helps avoid myopia at an early stage of life, advises DR M

yopia (nearsightedness)
Mbeing the most widely

spread vision defect, is
very common and is estimated
to affect atleast one-fifth of the
global population, accounting
for at least 45% among adults,
and 25% among children.
Nearsightedness as the name
suggests, has no trouble focus-
ing near objects, but the inabil-
ity of the eye to focus distant
objects is a very common refrac-
tive error. Apart from the promi-
nence of genetic factors where
the risk factor for development
of myopia in children doubles
when both the parents are near-
sighted, environmental factors
and the digital reformation has
also added to the burden at an
alarming rate.
Unattended or uncorrected
nearsightedness is the most

DR MAHIPAL SINGH SACHDEV

common cause of vision loss,
developing cataract, macular
degeneration, retinal detach-
ment or glaucoma.

The prevalence of myopia has
shown a rising trend in the past
few decades worldwide and in
India too. Kids including school
going children involved in

smartphones and digital screens
has led to increased screen time
and near work. This impacts the
learning and progress of Kids. If
not checked in time, can cause
future complications related to
eyes. Kids nowadays are highly
susceptible to digital eye strain,
and hence it is the duty of the
parents of utmost priority to
ensure keeping them away from
being addicted to digital screens.
It is almost impractical to sep-
arate children and technology.
Be it for educational purposes,
or fun time, staring at digital
devices like smartphones,
tablets, LED screens and com-
puters is trending.

Kids may feel eye fatigue, pain
in the eyes, loss of concentration,
disturbness in sleep, headaches,
forehead pains, irritability in
eyes. It may aggravate myopia in

e children, less than 50% of the

pre-disposed children.

Childhood blindness is one of
the priority targets of Vision
2020—Right To Sight due to its
impact on the psychological
and social growth of the child.
Global estimates on childhood
blindness show that there are

around 1.42 million and 17.52
million children suffering from
blindness and moderate to
severe visual impairment,
respectively. It has been
observed that unlike adult blind-
ness that is 80% avoidable (either
preventable or treatable), in

causes are avoidable.

One unique aspect of how chil-
dren use computers may make
them more susceptible than
adults to the development of
vision problems. Because of the
limited degree of self-awareness
of children, most of them keep
performing an enjoyable task
(e.g. playing video games) with
great concentration, for many
hours, until exhaustion, with
few, if any, breaks, aggravate
problems and eye irritation.
Parents should understand that
a growing child aged around 2-
3 years still has their retina
developing and prolonged usage
of such devices with bright light
has 70% chances of affecting
their vision (by damaging a
part of the retina). Depending
on the age bracket of kids, par-

he skincare industry

has undergone a
remarkable transformation
in recent years, with
advancements in technol-
ogy reshaping the way we
approach skincare rou-
tines. One of the most
promising developments
in this field is the integra-
tion of Al to create cus-
tomized solutions for indi-
viduals. These AI-pow-
ered solutions offer high-
er efficacy and personal-
ized care, making them the
future of skincare.
AT has found its way into
nearly every aspect of our
lives, and skincare is no
exception. With the help of
Al algorithms and
machine learning, skin-
care companies can now
offer highly personalized
solutions that cater to an
individual's unique skin
type, concerns, and goals.
This level of customization
goes far beyond what tra-
ditional, one-size-fits-all
skincare products can
achieve. According to a
report by Markets and
Markets, the Al in skincare
market is expected to grow
at a CAGR of 35.0% from
2021 to 2026, reaching
$1.3 billion by 2026.
Al-powered skincare
begins with a comprehen-
sive analysis of an individ-
ual's skin. This analysis can
involve factors like skin
type, tone, texture, mois-
ture levels, and even envi-
ronmental factors like
humidity and pollution.
Once this data is collected,
AT algorithms generate
customized skincare for-
mulations, selecting the
most suitable ingredients
and concentrations for
optimal results. For
instance, SkinQ AI Mirror
app uses a smartphone
camera and Al to analyse
the user's skin, offering
personalized skincare rou-
tines and product recom-
mendations based on the
analysis. This approach
has gained popularity due
to its convenience and
effectiveness.
One of the significant
advantages of Al-driven
skincare is its ability to
adapt to changing condi-
tions. Skin health can be
influenced by factors such
as weather, stress, hor-
monal changes, and diet.
AT algorithms can contin-
uously monitor these vari-
ables and adjust skincare
recommendations in real-
time to ensure the best
outcomes. As per a study,
individuals who used an
Al-driven skincare rou-
tine experienced a 25%
improvement in skin
health compared to those
using traditional products.

Al IN SKINCARE.
A GAME CHANGER

MEERA IYER, CEO & Co-Founder,
SkinQ says Al-powered skincare
can identify the root causes and
recommend products that directly
address skin concerns whether it is
acne, wrinkles, dark spots, or
redness among others

MEERA [YER

Al-powered skincare also
excels in targeting specif-
ic skin concerns. Whether
it is acne, wrinkles, dark
spots, or redness, Al algo-
rithms can identify the
root causes and recom-
mend products that direct-
ly address these issues.
This precision not only
speeds up results but also
reduces the risk of adverse
reactions.

Prevention is often better
than cure, and Al in skin-
care takes this philosophy
to heart. By continuously
monitoring an individual's
skin condition, AI algo-
rithms can detect early
signs of issues and recom-
mend preventive mea-
sures. This proactive
approach can help users
maintain healthy skin for
the long term. As per a
study published in the
Journal of the American
Academy of Dermatology,
Al-powered skincare rec-
ommendations reduced
the incidence of acne
breakouts by 30% when
compared to traditional
skincare routines.

To overcome the lack of
access to dermatologists in
a country like India, where
there are only 14,000 der-
matologists catering to a
population of 1.4 billion
people, the integration of
Al-powered solutions in
the skincare industry pre-
sents a promising opportu-
nity. As Al in skincare
continues to advance, it
has the potential to
democratize access to
quality skincare guidance,
providing much-needed
support to those who may
not have easy access to
specialized dermatologi-
cal care. This can play a
pivotal role in promoting
overall skin health and
wellness across the coun-
try, ultimately leading to
improved skincare out-
comes for a larger segment
of the population. With
personalized skincare
becoming the norm, the
days of generic skincare
routines may soon be a
thing of the past, giving
rise to a new era of beau-
ty and confidence.

AHIPAL SINGH SACHDEV

ents should ensure that they
(kids) spend minimum time in
front of digital screens. A 2-3-
year-old kid is highly attracted
towards videos and activities
online be it on the big screen or
mobile phone. Parents are
required to minimize that time
period in order to protect their
vision.

While there is no safe time limit
for screen time especially among
kids under the age of 5 years, it
is strictly advised to keep them
away from gadgets in order to
protect them from developing
any predisposed eye ailment.
This problem can be managed
by maintaining visual hygiene,
less screen times, screen distance
should be proper and eye exer-
cise. School going kids can have
a screen time of around 1 hour
daily be it for educational pur-

pose or relaxation and the time
can be extended to upto two
hours during holidays.

In India, it is estimated that there
are 0.8 blind for 1000 children.
Whole globe lesions, corneal
scarring, retinal pathology and
afflictions of the lens are impor-
tant anatomical sites in children.
Early detection and prompt
management are critical for the
success of programs targeting
avoidable blindness in children.
A regular visit to the ophthal-
mologist is a must for kids of any
age after 5 years of age. Timely
detection of poor vision at an
early age can ensure better treat-
ment.

(The author is Padma Awardee,
Chairman & Director, Centre
For Sight Group of Eye
Hospitals)
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always be a feminist
— Courtney Love

‘Il always prefer to play
with women and hang
out with women, and I’ll

Embark on an unforgettable journey at

luxury, offering an unparalleled escape into nature’s embrace, writes ADVAITA KALA

ucked away in a serene

corner of the plains, with

the majestic Shivalik range

as its backdrop, Aalia

Jungle Retreat is part of

the bespoke Claridges
Collection. It emerges as a hidden
gem in the wilderness, combining the
thrill of a jungle adventure and rural
respite with the comforts of luxury liv-
ing. The result is an experience that is
both unique and unforgettable.

As one steps into the resort, the first
thing that strikes you is its location.
Nestled in a tranquil environment, it
offers a respite from the hustle and bus-
tle of everyday life. The tranquility is
palpable, with the whisper of rustling
trees and the intimate ambiance of a
natural setting enveloping you in a
peaceful embrace.

The accommodation at Aalia is
nothing short of spectacular. With 11
tastefully appointed tents, each
equipped with the latest luxuries, the
resort offers a perfect blend of the rus-
tic and the refined. These tents provide
an immersive experience without com-
promising on comfort, ensuring a rest-
ful stay amidst nature.

One of the highlights of my stay was
the exquisite culinary experience at the
resort's restaurant. The food was a
delightful exploration of flavours, per-
fectly cooked and presented, enhancing
the overall stay. Each meal was a treat,
a testament to the skill and dedication
of the culinary team. In a nod to the
provenance of the chefs and the region,
the Devbhoomi thali — a presentation
of Uttarakhandi cuisine — is a memo-
rable experience for the curious gas-
tronome.

The resort also excels in offering
bespoke activities. From engaging
games to tranquil reading spots and
even archery, there is something for
everyone. These activities are thought-
fully designed to cater to diverse inter-
ests, ensuring guests have a memorable
and enjoyable stay.

A unique feature of the resort is the
beautiful sundowner by the riverbed.
This experience, complete with a quaint
picnic and tea time setup, offers a

AS ONE STEPS INTO THE
TRANQUIL ENVIRONMENT,
SURROUNDED BY RUSTLING
TREES AND THE INTIMATE
AMBIANGE OF NATURE, THE
11 TASTEFULLY APPOINTED
TENTS OFFER A PERFECT
BLEND OF RUSTIC CHARM
AND REFINED LUXURY. THE
CULINARY EXPERIENCE AT
THE RESORT’S RESTAURANT
IS A DELIGHTFUL
EXPLORATION OF FLAVOURS,
COMPLEMENTED BY BESPOKE
ACTIVITIES AND A BEAUTIFUL
SUNDOWNER BY THE
RIVERBED, CREATING
MEMORIES THAT LINGER. THE
JUNGLE SAFARI, GUIDED BY
THE KNOWLEDGEABLE
BASHEER, ADDS AN
EDUCATIONAL TOUCH TO THE
ADVENTURE

moment of pristine beauty and tranquil-
ity. It is a chance to unwind and soak
in the timeless beauty of nature, creat-
ing a memory that stays with you long
after the trip is over.

The jungle safari in Rajaji National
Park was another highlight of my visit.
Guided by Basheer, a well-informed and
compassionate naturalist, we were lucky
to spot a leopard basking in the sun,
alongside other wildlife such as spotted
deer, wild boars, and elephants. His
knowledge and respect for the animals

Aalia Jungle Retreat, where rustic splendour intertwines with bespoke

made the safari not just an adventure
but also an educational experience.

For those seeking relaxation, the
resort’s spa experience is a must try. Set
in a tent, it offers a range of treatments
designed to rejuvenate the body and
mind. The ambiance, combined with
skilled therapists, ensures a spa
experience that is both luxurious and
soothing.

Lastly, the personal touch provid-
ed by Kuldeep, the General Manager,
truly sets Aalia Jungle Resort apart. His
dedication to guest comfort and will-
ingness to go above and beyond,
whether hopping into his jeep to run an
errand or sharing insights about the
area, adds a homely yet luxurious feel
to the stay.

In conclusion, Aalia Jungle Resort
is a perfect fusion of nature, luxury, and
personalised service. It is a retreat that
promises not just a stay but an experi-
ence — one that leaves you refreshed,
enchanted, and longing to return. I shall
be back!

(Advaita Kala is a screenwriter by
choice and a trained hotelier by trade)
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Fate & fortune of blue eyed hoy Vivek Ramaswamy

If all the scenarios align favor-
ably for him, it can be sup-
posed, in the context of the US
elections, that individuals like
Vivek Ramaswamy should be
elected as the most powerful
person on Earth-namely, to the
American Presidency. He is
young, energetic, and an Ivy
League product, with his book
“Vivek Woke Inc” serving as a
draw similar to the MAGA
credo of Donald Trump.
However, it remains uncertain
how much financial support he
can amass for his election
spending Kkitty. Another
Republican aspirant, De Santis,
uses the word “Woke”, but can-
didate Vivek brandishes his
intellect against style, fads, and
woke leftism.

The core element of what Vivek
stands for is anti-elitism, align-
ing with his credo of being an
entrepreneur and an outlandish
outsider. This stance makes
him a favourite after the can-
didature of Trump. Like Trump
at the beginning of his first
presidential campaign, Vivek
postulates the still-hazy tenets
of anti-elitism. In this regard,
white-collar intellectualism of
the armchair variant and the
related cannibalistic influence
of the “corporate” are criticised,
ridiculed, challenged, and avid-
ly propagated against by can-
didate Trump. Vivek similarly
emphasises this anti-elitist per-
spective but does not play to
the confetti-clad gallery as
much as the big-speaking but
still effective former President,
Trump.

Woke is a term that has origi-
nated from African American
Vernacular English, signifying
a state of awareness against
injustice, racial discrimination,
and other societal, national,
and political biases, including
issues related to sexism and

PERSPECTIVE

LGBT rights. It gained promi-
nence, particularly in political
and ideological discourse, in
the 2010s-a period during
which candidate Vivek was
navigating the intellectual,
political, and academic land-
scape of the Ivy League in the
United States.

According to Connor Murray’s
article in Forbes, “Woke” is
now widely recognised as a
negative political buzzword,
often used to criticise any-
thing perceived as too liberal or
progressive. This includes
brands that support Pride
Month, the upcoming Little
Mermaid live-action film, and
the inclusion of race-related
topics in school curricula.
However, the word has a
lengthy history, originally con-
veying an awareness of racial-
ly motivated threats.

Vivek also electorally militates
against woke Leftism, wherein
he adopts a rebellious course of
action and proposes policy
formulations aligned with a
modern Republican entrepre-
neur-ideologue. Vivek excit-
ingly defines his anti-woke
stance, eschewing forced
respect and acceptability for a
condition where a US univer-
sity sophomore wakes up to
imagined or real racial and sex-
ual diatribes. In this narrative,
a suffering minority is expect-
ed to be part of the collective
disturbance in the human and
national psyche.

Vivek asserts in his writing the
need to be aware of the Eureka
movement of “wokism,” as it
aims to usurp the hierarchy of
accepted systemic mores and
seeks to turn it topsy-turvy.

It is this modern-day entre-
preneurial revolutionary zeal
that positions Candidate
ViveK’s presidential campaign
and his entire candidature at

A

the electoral center stage. Of
course, his Indian origins bring
him closer to the Indian polit-
ical and societal imagination.

The American national daily,
The New York Times, recent-
ly reported that “Ramaswamy
himself owns valuable invest-
ments in many companies that
have embraced environmental,
social, and governance princi-
ples, known as E.S.G. — the
kinds of ‘woke’ corporate prac-
tices he decries — according to
a financial disclosure filed with

the Federal Election
Commission that was released
on Friday”

Most of the corporations in
which Vivek holds a stake are
well-known names and prove
instrumental in popularising
his candidacy for the American

Presidency. Some of these cor-
porations, particularly in the
biotech industry, have been at
the forefront of societal, human
security, and economic-envi-
ronmental causes in the
American business landscape.
Candidate Vivek holds invest-
ments in companies such as
Lockheed Martin, Home
Depot, Microsoft, and Waste
Management, with many of
them aligning with ESG objec-
tives and principles. This, in
turn, addresses the perceived
gaps in Viveks campaign for
the American Presidency.

Candidate Vivek has a slightly
different take on the Ukraine
war, contending that “Putin is
bad does not mean that
Ukraine is good” He further
posits that the United States

establishment need not provide
monetary and weapons assis-
tance to the beleaguered
Zelensky in  Ukraine.
According to him, Ukraine
has banned eleven political
outfits in Kyiv, and all television
broadcasters have been con-
glomerated into one state-con-
trolled channel and TV station.
Additionally, endemic corrup-
tion has acted as a bane for the
Ukrainian nation. Doubts
about the national loyalty of the
Russian-speaking Donbas
region in Ukraine persist, as it
has never identified with Kyiv
since the conflict broke out,
and even before the outset of
the war.

Business Today reports that
“Ramaswamy, through his
speeches, has also explained

what he will do to tackle the
crisis and not let Russia fall into
China’s lap. In an interview
with Fox News, the American
entrepreneur-turned-politician
said if elected as US President,
he would propose freezing the
current lines of control
between Ukraine and Russia,
making a firm commitment
that NATO will not admit
Ukraine, and lifting sanctions.
In return, he stated that Russia
would have to exit its military
alliance with China’

Thus, overall, candidate Vivek’s
train of thought advances the
notion that Russia must be dis-
couraged from aligning with
China if the balance of power
is to be sustained in global pol-
itics and in the crucial strate-
gic interests of the United

States of America.
Immigration is also an engag-
ing matter of concern in the
American political landscape.
Recently, Vivek vowed to end
the concept and the attendant
practice of birthright citizen-
ship if he assumes the mantle
of the American Presidency. As
part of his immigration policy
prescriptions, he has argued
that he is willing to move
beyond the right side of the
election theme. In his speech-
es and campaign statements, he
insists on supporting the con-
cept of sanctuary cities in the
Southern states of the nation
and advocates for the militari-
sation of the Southern borders.
However, he intends to go a
step further in the abnegation
process, aiming to deprive the
progeny of illegal and undoc-
umented immigrants from
South and Latino America.
Following Elon Musk, Vivek
highlights the issue of illicit
immigration on the US-
Canada border.

Similar to the standpoint of
many individuals in the United
States and the wider world, can-
didate Vivek supports the com-
plete annihilation of the Hamas
terror organisation through the
utilisation of maximum force by
the IDF (Israeli Defence
Forces). Still, as we impatient-
ly await the resolution of
Trump’s court cases, if the legal
outcome does not favour him,
it could be anyone ultimately
vying for the seat at the White
House. Candidate Santis is also
leading in numbers and stats,
according to reports and polls
that have finally reached us”

(The writer teaches at
International Relations and
International Organisations,
Indian Institute of Public
Administration, New Delhi)

Vivek Ramaswamy’s
political narrative
revolves around his
aspiration for the
American
Presidency.
Advocating anti-woke
sentiments, he
challenges the
prevailing elitist
culture,
distinguishing
himself as an
entrepreneurial
outsider. His stance
on issues like
immigration,
Ukraine, and the
Israel-Palestine
conflict showcases a
pragmatic approach,
emphasising the
need for strategic
balance and national
interest.

-
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Congo road to peace amid ethnic conflict

Intricate challenges
and pervasive
violence in Eastern
Congo, where
ethnic conflicts,
armed militias, and
regional influences
converge, create a
volatile
environment. As
the government
and international
organisations
grapple with
restoring peace,
civilians bear the
brunt of the
suffering. Will
coordinated efforts
involving regional
players pave the
way for a lasting
solution, or is the
region destined to
endure the tragic
cycle of conflict?

MAKHAN SAIKIA

he Democratic Republic

of Congo (DRC), the most
populous Francophone coun-
try in the world with a popu-
lation of nearly 112 million, has
been witnessing massive vio-
lence in its eastern parts for
months now. The country was
known as Zaire from 1971 to
1997. As the general election in
the country is approaching
next month, the violence and
torture by both rebels and gov-
ernment forces are rapidly
increasing. Since coming to
power in January 2019, just a
year before the onset of the
global Covid-19 pandemic,
President Felix Tshisekedi has
not brought much improve-
ment to the DRC. Now, glob-
al monitoring agencies have
already raised an alarm about
the prevailing corrupt practices
of the country’s Electoral
Commission and the potential
for serious political violence in
and around the country. This
could directly compound the
current conflicts in Eastern
Congo and lead to more dis-
placement once foreign forces
leave these regions. So far, the
Congolese Army has miserably
failed to wrest control of these
provinces from the armed mili-
tias’ violence”
There is not a single cause sole-
ly responsible for the mindless
violence plaguing Eastern
Congo. Its central root lies in
the 1994 Rwandan Genocide of
the Tutsis by the Hutus. This
genocide resulted in a mass
exodus and refugee crisis in the
African Great Lakes Region,
comprising ten riparian coun-
tries: Burundi, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique,
Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda,
and Zambia. This crisis led to
the migration of nearly 1.5 mil-
lion ethnic Tutsis and over 1
million ethnic Hutus fleeing to
eastern Zaire (now DRC).
Subsequently, these refugees
formed opposing armed gangs
in the Eastern Congo provinces
of Ituri, North Kivu, and South
Kivu.
Another significant aspect of
the conflict is the fierce com-
petition among ethnic groups
inhabiting these areas for the
control and exploitation of

vast resources, accompanied by
inter-state regional rivalries.
Additionally, the three neigh-
bouring nations - Rwanda,
Uganda, and Burundi - main-
tain influence in the bordering
regions of Eastern Congo.
Consequently, the first and
second Congo Wars took place
among them, driven by con-
flicting interests in the border
areas.

What continually encourages
terror groups to carry out vio-
lent campaigns is the weakness
of the central government
based in Kinshasa.
Furthermore, the region’s insta-
bility directly contributes to the
regrouping of armed militias,
even if UN Peacekeeping
Forces are stationed in some of
the most volatile pockets of
ITturi, South Kivu, and North
Kivu.

It is estimated that around 120
armed groups are active in the
Eastern Congo provinces of
Ituri, North Kivu, South Kivu,
and Tanganyika. Many of these
armed militias are alleged to
receive support from neigh-
bouring Rwanda, Uganda, and
Burundi. These groups and
their commanders have been
implicated in war crimes,
including the recruitment of
child soldiers, massacres, sex-
ual violence, pillaging, and,
most prominently, attacks on
schools and hospitals. Among
them, the deadliest is the M23
Group, formed in 2012,
approximately 11 years ago. It
was the latest in a series of eth-
nic Tutsi-led insurgencies that
emerged to combat the
Congolese Army in the East.
The name ‘M23’ is derived
from a historic accord signed
on March 23, 2009, which
marked the conclusion of the
Tutsi revolution in Eastern
Congo. The primary con-
tention of the M23 is that the
Congolese Government in
Kinshasa has not fulfilled the
promises outlined in the agree-
ment. According to them, the
government has completely
failed to integrate Tutsis into
the Army and provide them
with government jobs since the
deal was signed.

The M23 and other Tutsi
groups assert that they have

been fighting for the genuine
interests of their community.
Their struggle is directed
against Hutu militias, particu-
larly the Democratic Forces for
the Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR). The FDLR was estab-
lished by Hutus who fled
Rwanda after the infamous
1994 genocide, which claimed
the lives of more than 800,000
Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
The emergence of the Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF)
poses a serious threat to the
government forces of both the
DRC and Uganda. In recent
years, this group has wreaked
havoc in many important cities
and towns, including the cap-
ital cities of Kinshasa and
Kampala, through deadly sui-
cide bombings. Previously, the
Ugandan military and the
Congolese Army conducted
joint operations against the
ADF in the border areas of
both nations, where the dread-
ed rebels operate. However,
they were unable to complete-
ly root them out.

The US. also designates the
ADF as a terrorist group, cur-

rently considering it the dead-
liest among dozens of militias
operating in the mineral-rich
Eastern Congo. Formed in
1995 by a coalition of rebel
forces, including the Uganda
Muslim Liberation Army and
the National Army for the
Liberation of Uganda (NALU),
the ADF was established to
fight against the Yoweri
Museveni regime in Uganda.
Its leader, Jamil Mukulu, was
initially born Christian but
later converted to Islam and
embraced ‘Salafism’ while
studying in Saudi Arabia.
Although the ADF initially
operated in western Uganda, it
later shifted its bases to Eastern
Congo.

It is noteworthy that initially,
the Congolese Government
offered full support to the
ADF to counter the influence
of Rwanda and Uganda in its
eastern provinces. However,
when the ADF began targeting
the Congolese Army, Kinshasa
had to retaliate against these
rebels. Since the formation of
the Islamic State in 2014, the
ADF has declared its allegiance

to it.

Today, the DRC is home to 7
million people who have been
internally displaced due to
extreme violence, threat per-
ception, mine expansion, and
poverty. These displaced peo-
ple urgently need medical aid,
food, and shelter around the
clock.

How is the UN responding to
the current chaos in Eastern
Congo? For the locals, both the
UN Peacekeeping Mission and
the Congolese government
forces have completely failed to
protect them and restore peace
to the restive region. In 2013,
the UN Security Council
authorised a rare offensive
force under the mandate of the
UN Organisation Stabilisation
Mission in the DRC (MONUS-
CO) to support the Congolese
Army in the fight against the
M23 Group. Initially success-
ful in halting M23 violence, the
alleged support of the Rwandan
Government to the group has
once again strained the rela-
tionship between Kigali and
Kinshasa in recent years.
With Antonio Guterres, the

UN Secretary-General,
announcing the withdrawal of
MONUSCO next month, a
pressing question looms over
the region: Does Tshisekedi
have the power to secure the
borders of his country?

The unrest in Eastern Congo is
longstanding, with the added
factor of Islamic militias claim-
ing support from an already
disintegrated Islamic State
(ISIS). The conflict primarily
revolves around land, survival,
and ethnic dominance, partic-
ularly between the Tutsis and
the Hutus, along with other
smaller ethnic rebel groups.
The response from the
Congolese Government has
been abysmal, and the role of
the UN Peacekeeping Forces
has not effectively addressed
the root causes of the conflict.
The civilian population bears
the brunt of the suffering in any
war or conflict, as is tragically
evident in Eastern Congo.
While the world focuses on
peace initiatives for conflicts
like the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip and the tensions
between Ukraine and Russia,

prolonged and almost unend-
ing wars persist in Syria, Libya,
Yemen, and various other parts
of the globe. It seems that
lessons from past wars, skir-
mishes, and civil unrest have
yet to be learned, reflecting an
ongoing struggle with greed
and expansion.

Hence, finding a lasting solu-
tion to the crisis in Eastern
Congo is not a primary con-
cern for superpowers like the
US. President Joe Biden and his
team are working around the
clock to ensure that Israel does
not lose and has all the neces-
sary weapons to defend itself,
while also trying to reassure
Washington’s Arab allies that it
is all in pursuit of a two-state
solution. Consequently,
Kinshasa needs to develop its
own solution to put an end to
the current bloodbath in its
eastern borders. The UN, while
responding to the immense
tragedy in the Gaza Strip, must
work towards a permanent
solution to the chaos in Eastern
Congo by engaging all the
regional players, mainly
Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda.
It is time to save the innocent
civilians who are suffering for
no reason. The rebels are sim-
ply killing and marauding the
same civilians for whom they
claim to be fighting, all in the
name of rooting out their ene-
mies. Perhaps, George Orwell
was right when he said: “War is
peace. Freedom is slavery.
Ignorance is strength.
However, war is not synony-
mous with peace, and not all
wars lead to a state of peace. Be
aware that wars linger behind
the vagaries of rivalry, hatred,
and animosity, often paving the
way for another conflict in the
future. Therefore, Tshisekedi,
before planning to secure
another presidential term, your
responsibility is to first restore
peace and order in the eastern
provinces and address the
humanitarian needs of the peo-
ple there. It is time for Kinshasa,
Kigali, and Kampala to act in
unison to combat all rebels
along their common borders.

(The writer is currently presi-
dent of the Global Research
Foundation)




he lights above washing the
I hospital corridor with a dim
glow, a frantic Jenpu Rongmei
rushed to see his 12-year-old
nephew Nina who had been admit-
ted the night before with fever and
body ache. He was too late.

The young boy had succumbed
to dengue, a neglected tropical dis-
ease that was entirely alien to the
people of Nagaland till very recent-
ly.

A month later, Jenpu remembers
every detail of that evening the dull
light in the hospital, the faces
around, the intense grief and the
sheer disbelief that Nina could have
gone so soon and so suddenly.

"When I got the news that my
nephew was admitted, I thought he
would be fine. I didn't think dengue
could be deadly," Jenpu, who runs
the NGO CanYouth to help young
people in their education, said.

As the mosquito-borne disease
increases its spread, Nina's untime-
ly death is the latest in the devastat-
ing crisis sweeping across the
Northeast and other states in India.
The spread of the disease even in
autumn has been attributed to a
late withdrawal of the monsoon, a
factor of climate change.

The transmission of dengue is
closely associated with three key
factors rainfall, humidity and tem-
perature that dictate the geogra-
phies in which it spreads and the
transmission rate of the viral infec-
tion caused by the dengue virus
(DENV), and transmitted to
humans through the bite of infected
mosquitoes.

The Lancet noted in its global
annual countdown on the health
impacts of climate change that the
number of months suitable for
dengue transmission by Aedes
aegypti mosquitoes has risen to 5.6
months each year in India. It
accounts for a 1.69 per cent annual
increase between 1951-1960 and
2012-2021.

According to Dr Niesakho Kire,
state programme officer of the
National Centre for Vector Borne
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Climate change pushes dengue
into new frontiers across India
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Disease Control (NCVBDC), the
first case of dengue in Nagaland
was reported only eight years ago in
June 2015. The numbers have been
steadily rising since with the state
reporting 2,900 confirmed infec-
tions this year, the highest so far.
With many cases going unreport-
ed due to lack of awareness, inade-
quate testing, and reliance on home
remedies, the figures could be just
the tip of the proverbial iceberg.
"Climatic change is undoubtedly
a significant factor. Rising tempera-
tures, erratic rainfall, and urbanisa-
tion provide a fertile ground for
Aedes mosquitoes, carriers of the
dengue virus, to breed. Dimapur,
once a city with moderate tempera-
tures, has now become one of the
hotspots. Dengue has seeped into

the hilly regions, affecting villages
where healthcare facilities are limit-
ed," Kire said.

Unpredictable rains, coupled
with rampant construction and
inadequate drainage systems, create
stagnant water pockets that are
ideal breeding grounds for mosqui-
toes, Kire explained.

The impact of climate change on
Nagaland's weather patterns is
stark.

According to Jenpu, villagers,
once accustomed to wearing jackets
in October, now opt for shorts as
temperatures and humidity have
soared over the years with rainfall
patterns becoming erratic.

The situation is similar in neigh-
bouring Manipur where the inci-
dence of dengue has increased

8
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manifold in the past few years.
Dengue cases were first reported in
the state in 2007 and the numbers
have been rising since.

From January this year to
October 13, Manipur recorded
1,338 dengue cases, 835 more than
what was reported in 2022.

The dengue story finds echo in
the hill state of Uttarakhand, some
2,500 km from Nagaland, where
28-year-old Arushi woke up one
morning with a debilitating fever,
body ache and red spots all over
her body.

"I have battled colds and even
faced COVID-19, but this experi-
ence was unlike anything I have
encountered. As the days passed,
my mother shared the alarming
news that numerous people in our
neighbourhood had fallen victim to
the dengue virus," Arushi, who
hadn't heard about the disease
while growing up in Dehradun,
said.

The official number of dengue
cases in Uttarakhand has surged
past 3,000 mark this year, with
more than 1,000 cases reported in
the capital Dehradun alone and an
additional 736 in Pauri district.

Manira Dhasmana, associate
consultant, of internal medicine, at
Dehradun's Max Super Speciality
Hospital, added that more cases
lead to complications like dengue
haemorrhagic fever and dengue
shock syndrome. These are charac-
terised by severe plasma leakage,
bleeding, and organ involvement
that can be fatal.

"The cases are more in areas
prone to waterlogging during rains.
Due to high loads of patients suf-
fering from dengue fever, we set up
special beds this year...," Dhasmana
said.

Most people with dengue have
mild or no symptoms and will get
better in one or two weeks.
Symptoms include high fever,
severe headache, muscle and joint
pains, swollen glands and rash.

However, severe dengue symp-
toms such as shooting abdominal

when it's cold but we've been
completely wrong about why?

oneybees in man-
Hmade hives may have

been suffering the
cold unnecessarily for over a
century because commercial
hive designs are based on
erroneous science, my new
research shows.

For 119 years, a belief that
the way honeybees cluster
together gives them a kind of
evolutionary insulation has
been fundamental for bee-
keeping practice, hive design
and honeybee study. More
recently, California beekeep-
ers have even been putting
bee colonies into cold stor-
age during summer because
they think it is good for
brood health.

But my study shows that
clustering is a distress behav-
iour, rather than a benign
reaction to falling tempera-
tures. Deliberately inducing
clustering by practice or
poor hive design may be
considered poor welfare or
even cruelty, in light of these
findings.

Honeybee (Apis mellifera)
colonies don't hibernate. In
the wild they overwinter in
tree cavities that keep at least
some of their numbers above
18 C in a wide range of cli-
mates, including -40 C win-
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A belief that the way
honeybees cluster together
gives them a kind of
evolutionary insulation has
been fundamental for
beekeeping practice, hive

design and honeybee study.
More recently, California
beekeepers have even been
putting bee colonies into
cold storage during summer
because they think it is
good for brood health.

ters. But popular under-
standing of their overwinter-
ing behaviour is dominated
by observation of their
behaviour in thin (19mm)
wooden hives. These man-
made hives have very differ-
ent thermal properties com-
pared with their natural
habitat of thick-walled
(150mm) tree hollows.

GETTING THROUGH WINTER
On cold days in these thin-

walled hives, colonies form
dense disks of bees, called a
cluster, between the honey-
combs. The centre of these
disks (the core) is less dense
and warmer (up to 18 C).

ing from 4 to 29 per 100,000

esearchers have found
Rthat articles published

by the liberal media
tend to be more opposed to
artificial intelligence (AI)
than those by the conserva-
tive media.

The opposition could arise
out of concerns about Al
amplifying racial and gender
biases in the society, along
with income inequity,
researchers from the Virginia
Tech University, US, said.

Considering that media
sentiment is indicative of
public opinion and can, in
turn, impact policymakers'
stances, the findings may
have important implications
for future political discus-

towards AL

"Media sentiment is a
powerful driver of public
opinion, and many times
policymakers look towards
the media to predict public
sentiment on contentious
issues," said Angela Yi, study
author and a PhD student in
the marketing department of
Virginia Tech Pamplin
College of Business.

For the study, the
researchers formed a compi-
lation of over 7,500 articles
written on AI from May
2019 to May 2021 by down-
loading them from various
media outlets. They
looked for specific

intelligence".

The articles that the team
chose to study were pub-
lished by a mix of media
houses, such as the liberal-
leaning The New York Times
and The Washington Post,
and the conservative-leaning
The Wall Street Journal and
the New York Post.

The researchers analysed
the "emotional tone" of these
articles using an automated
text analysis tool. The tool,
they said, worked by calcu-
lating the difference between
the percentage of positive
emotion words and the per-
centage of negative emotion
words in a text. Each article
was then given a standard-
ised 'emotional tone' mea-
sure or score.

The researchers said that
they were not pronouncing
judgements on "whether the
liberal media is acting opti-
mally, or the conservative
media is acting optimally”
and that they were taking no
stance as to what the "right
way" to discuss Al
should be.

inside
the body are

s the winter chill
Aapproaches, individu-

als battling trigeminal
neuralgia, a neurological dis-
order known for its excruci-
ating facial pain akin to an
electric shock, may have to
brace themselves for height-
ened discomfort.

According to experts, there
is a compelling correlation
between cold weather and
exacerbation of trigeminal
neuralgia.

The debilitating condition
affects a number of people in
India, with varying preva-
lence and incidence rates,
they said, citing different
studies.

Dr Manish Vaish, Senior
Director, Neurosurgery, Max
Super Speciality Hospital,
Vaishali said, "According to
various sources, the preva-
lence of trigeminal neuralgia
varies widely, with lifetime
prevalence rates estimated
between 0.16 percent and 0.3
percent and annual incidence
rates rang-

most cases occur-

ring around lunar new year. And
in Middle Eastern, African and
Mediterranean countries it is typically
nuts or seeds.

Several studies have also shown that

person-year. Notably, this
condition exhibits a higher
prevalence among women
than men, with a ratio of
3:2."

Furthermore, the inci-
dence of trigeminal neuralgia
escalates with age, typically
manifesting in the age group
of 53 to 57 years, Dr Vaish
said.

While the epidemiology of
the disease in India remains
relatively understudied,
emerging reports suggest
similarities with global
trends.

A comprehensive study
conducted at a tertiary care
hospital in India, encompass-
ing 100 patients with trigem-
inal neuralgia, unveiled a
mean onset age of 54.8 years,
with a female to male ratio of
1.6:1, Dr Vaish said.

Similarly, another study
involving 200 patients in a
neurosurgery department in
India disclosed a mean onset

age of 49.9

older and lose mus-

cle tone. Things sometimes end up
going "down the wrong way" most
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years, with a female to male
ratio of 1.4:1.

Both studies underscored
the mandibular branch as the
most commonly affected
branch of the trigeminal
nerve, followed by the maxil-
lary and ophthalmic branch-
es," he stated.

Dr Yashpal Singh Bundela,
Senior Consultant, Sushrut
Brain and Spine,
Delhi, said,

keywords in the

fairly rare, and those

"The impact of cold weather
on trigeminal neuralgia is
significant. Cold can trigger
nerve impulses, leading to
the characteristic stabbing
pain in the face.
Understanding this connec-
tion is crucial in managing
the condition effectively,
especially during winter. The
statistics underscore the
pressing need for targeted
interventions, especially con-
sidering the impact of weath-
er on the exacerbation of this

notably food items, but things such as asa condition." In light of the
dentures have been lost too. child, but it was complex interplay
In some instances, things a child acci-  only discovered when between

This is where the honeybees
produce most of the heat by
eating and metabolising the
sugar from honey. The cooler
outer layers (mantle) produce
very little heat as the bees'
body temperatures are too
low. If the temperature falls
much below 10 C, the bees
there will die.

Since 1914, beekeeping
texts and academic papers
have said the mantle "insu-
lates” the inner core of the
hive. This meant beekeepers
saw clustering as natural or
even necessary. This belief
was used in the 1930s to jus-
tify keeping honey bees in
thin-walled hives even in -30
C climates. This led, in the
late 1960s in Canada, to a
practice of keeping honey-
bees in cold storage (4 C) to
keep them clustered over the
winter.

In the 2020s, keepers are
refrigerating honeybees in
summer to facilitate the
chemical treatment of para-
sites. This is happening
across the US for example in
Idaho, Washington and
Southern California. Outside
of a cold winter, if beekeepers
want to treat mite infesta-
tions, they normally have to
locate and cage the queen.

ort during winter: experts

A comprehensive study
conducted at a tertiary care
hospital in India,
encompassing 100 patients
with trigeminal neuralgia,
unveiled a mean onset age
of 54.8 years, with a female

tomaleratio of 1.6:1,

Dr Vaish said. Similarly,
another study involving 200
patients in a neurosurgery
department in India
disclosed a mean onset age
of 49.9 years, with a female
tomaleratio of 1.4:1.

and weather, experts contin-
ue to explore advanced neu-
rosurgical approaches,
notably Microvascular
Decompression (MVD), as a
beacon of hope for patients
seeking respite from the
relentless agony associated
with this neurological disor-
der.

"The epidemiological
insights further emphasize
the urgency to refine and
develop innovative treatment
modalities like Microvascular
Decompression, offering a
glimpse of hope for patients
navigating the daily chal-

articles
such as

sions around Al, the
researchers said. Their work
was published in the journal
Social Psychological and
Personality Science.
They also said that the
observed differences in
the partisan media's
sentiment towards

Al may also sub- octors
sequently lead in

to differences Missour
in the pub- i recently made a star-

lic's senti-
ment

tling discovery. A 63-
year-old patient who went
for a routine colon screen-
ing was found to have an
intact fly in his colon. The
doctors had no idea how the fly
survived the perilous journey
through the patient's digestive
enzymes and stomach acid.

As a professor of anatomy, I come
across many such stories of strange
things found inside people foreign
bodies, we call them. Here is a
roundup of some of them.

A lady in Taiwan recently made the
news because a spider and its exoskele-
ton were found inside her ear. Spiders

with arachnophobia will be
pleased to hear that, despite
what some say, we don't eat eight
spiders a year in our sleep.

However, one unfortunate British post-
man had an unpleasant result of swallow-
ing a spider, which bit him causing his
throat to swell and impair breathing. While
the person giving a home to a spider had
little choice in the matter, other people
often find themselves ingesting or inhaling
things they didn't mean to. The vast
majority of these people are children, par-
ticularly when learning to wean. Sadly, the
location of these objects in the respiratory
tract is one of the most common causes of
death in children under three years of age.

Children tend to place things in their
mouths, noses and ears. Things in the
mouth and nose typically get inhaled and
lodge in the respiratory tract, usually caus-
ing choking, which expels the object.

The things children are likely to inhale
range from the familiar (toys, beads,
magnets) to the unexpected (leeches and
needles). And inhaled items vary by
region. In western countries, it is peanuts
that are inhaled the most, with hotdogs
causing most deaths.In south-east Asia
and China it is bones and seeds, with

males are far more likely to inhale things
than females.Accidentally inhaling things
is also an increasing risk as people get

decades. A postman from Preston,

dentally inhales can go unnoticed for

England, inhaled a Playmobil road cone

the 47-year-old had his
lungs scanned when he present-
ed with a persistent cough.
While not 40 years in the finding, a
man inhaled a pea, which was in place
long enough for it to begin to sprout in

trigeminal

lenges imposed by trigeminal
neuralgia," Dr Bundela
emphasised. As research
delves deeper into the corre-
lations between weather,
demographics, and trigemi-

neural-
gia

his respiratory tract.

SWALLOWED ITEMS

rous nal neuralgia, ongoing
metals, efforts aim to provide
making comprehensive

things lost then found

inside the human body

Although inhalation is a common
reason for things to end up in the body
that shouldn't be there, swallowing
them is another common route.

Children are again the most likely
group to end up in A&E due to swal-
lowing foreign objects, such as coins or
small toys. Most of these items will pass
harmlessly through the digestive tract.

About 20% end up needing to be
retrieved using an endoscope (a tube
inserted into the mouth or anus), and
1% need surgery.

Magnets pose a greater risk when
more than one has been consumed
because they can attract each other
through the loops of the bowel wall,
causing tears in the bowel.

Ingestion of metallic objects that
become lodged, without symptoms, can
pose a future risk if they contain fer-

solutions for
patients grap-
pling with
this excruci-
ating con-
dition,
he said.

them magnet-
ic. If the person
has an MRI scan,
they can become dis-
lodged or heat up,
causing damage. While
things going in the mouth
represent one entry point to
the body, some people lose
objects at the other end. This
can be the vagina or the rectum.

Vaginal foreign bodies repre-
sent those that are medically nec-
essary and those that are there for
other reasons. Typical vaginal for-
eign bodies include pessaries or
damaged intrauterine contraceptive
devices that the patient may forget or
not realise are broken.
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