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MOHIT KANDHARI n Srinagar

At least 26 tourists, holidaying in
the famous tourist hotspot of
Pahalgam in the Kashmir valley,
were killed and several others

were injured when a group of heavily
armed terrorists, dressed in combat uni-
form, opened indiscriminate fire on them
after verifying their religious identities on
Tuesday afternoon.

After the February 14, 2019, Pulwama
attack on a CRPF convoy, in which 40
jawans were martyred, Tuesday after-
noon’s attack is the most provocative
strike on Indian soil by the terrorists shel-
tered by their Pakistan-based handlers
operating from across the Line of Control.

The tensions between India and
Pakistan may further escalate as the attack
comes close on the heels of recent postur-
ing by the Pakistan Army Chief, Asim
Munir, on Kashmir. Last week, India rub-
bished Munir’s remarks describing
Kashmir as the “jugular vein” of Pakistan
and said Islamabad’s only link with Jammu
and Kashmir is the vacation of illegally
occupied parts of the union territory.

Condemning the terror attack on
tourists in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said that those behind the
heinous act will be brought to justice. PM
Modi also directed Home Minister Amit
Shah to visit the attack site in Pahalgam.

In a post on X, the prime minister said,
“They (terrorists) will not be spared!
Their evil agenda will never succeed. Our
resolve to fight terrorism is unshakable,
and it will get even stronger.”

The attack also coincided with the first
official visit of US Vice President JD Vance
to India.

According to eyewitness reports, the
‘gruesome’ attack took place around
1430hrs when a large number of tourists,
after taking horse rides and absorbing
themselves in the pristine beauty of
Kashmir valley, were relaxing and break-
ing bread with their loved ones in the pic-

turesque Baisaran meadow, half-an-hour
trek from Pahalgam. In a viral video, one
of the attack survivors claimed that while
they were having snacks, an armed man,
dressed in a combat uniform, arrived and
sprayed bullets at them after verifying the
religious identities of the tourists present.
Tourists, with their heads punctured with
bullets, were also seen writhing in pain in
the picturesque meadow of Baisaran. 

As gunshots rang out, there was panic,
and tourists ran for cover, but there was
no place to hide in the wide, open space,
said another woman tourist.

It appears the terror attack was broad-
ly aimed at shattering the peace prevail-
ing in the Valley at a time when tourist
footfall was skyrocketing and common
Kashmiris were reaping rich dividends of
peace after the abrogation of Articles 370
and 35-A. In 2023, 2,11,80,011 tourists vis-
ited J and K, and in 2024, the number
increased to 2,35,90,081.

Since March 26, over 8.25 lakh tourists
have visited Asia’s largest tulip garden in

Srinagar to see the blooming flower car-
pet of 17 lakh tulips of 74 varieties.

Tourists camping in Pahalgam vacated
their hotel rooms in the aftermath of the
gruesome terror attack. The local author-
ities facilitated their safe travels to instill
confidence among them.

The terror attack ahead of the beginning
of the Amarnath yatra is bound to affect
the tourist season in the coming weeks.

The entire district administration and
police force were mobilised and ambu-
lances pressed into service. A chopper also
helped evacuate those injured.

Till late Tuesday evening, the exact num-
ber of tourists killed in the terror attack was
not confirmed by the police. The toll is still
being ascertained, Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said while
describing the terror attack as “much larg-
er than anything we have seen directed at
civilians in recent years”.

“I’m shocked beyond belief. This attack
on our visitors is an abomination. The per-
petrators of this attack are animals, inhu-

man and worthy of contempt. No words
of condemnation are enough. I send my
sympathies to the families of the deceased,”
he said.

Before heading to Srinagar, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah briefed the
prime minister, who is on a visit to Saudi
Arabia, said he was leaving for Srinagar to
hold an urgent security review meeting
with all agencies.

“Anguished by the terror attack on
tourists in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir.
My thoughts are with the family members
of the deceased. 

Those involved in this dastardly act of
terror will not be spared, and we will come
down heavily on the perpetrators with the
harshest consequences,” Shah said in a post
on X.

Amit Shah also chaired a meeting at his
home in Delhi, which was attended by
Intelligence Bureau Chief Tapan Deka and
Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan,
the sources said. CRPF chief Gyanendra
Pratap Singh, J and K Director General of

Police Nalin Prabhatand some Army offi-
cials also joined the meeting through video
conferencing. Mr Shah also spoke to
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, they
added. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in a
post on X said Deeply anguished by the
news of terrorist attack in Pahalgam
(Jammu and Kashmir). This dastardly
attack on innocent civilians is an act of
cowardice and highly reprehensible. My
thoughts and prayers are with the innocent
victims and their families.

Meanwhile, a massive anti-terrorist
operation has been launched to hunt
down the assailants, and security forces
have fanned out in all directions.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, who
accompanied the Home Minister in a spe-
cial flight from New Delhi Tuesday, said,
“I strongly condemn the cowardly terror
attack on tourists in Pahalgam. I assure the
people that those behind this despicable
attack will not go unpunished.”

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n New Delhi

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Tuesday hit out at his critics for
questioning his remarks on a

recent Supreme Court order, asserting
that every word spoken by a
Constitutional functionary is guided by
supreme national interest. He also assert-
ed that Parliament is supreme.

This is the third of its kind remarks in
recent times questioning the role and
supremacy of judiciary and legislative
which includes twice by the Presiding offi-
cer of Ràjya Sabha and certain BJP lead-
ers including vocal Lok Sabha MP
Nishikant Dubey. All faced severe criti-
cism by the Opposition parties while BJP
chief J P Nadda distancing itself over the
controversial remarks by party members
which also led slamming by the legal
experts. In a related development, Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on Tuesday said

everything the Supreme court said was
consistent with the country’s constitution-
al values and guided by national interest.

Sibal’s remarks in a social media post
came soon after Dhankhar asserted that
every word spoken by a constitutional
functionary was guided by supreme
national interest.

Addressing a Delhi University event,
Dhankhar also said efforts of forces
working against the country to tarnish
and run down institutions should be neu-
tralised, “be it that of the presidency”.

Asserting that Parliament is supreme,
Dhankhar said, 

“There is no visualisation in the
Constitution of any authority above
Parliament. Parliament is supreme... Let
me tell you, it is as supreme as every indi-
vidual in the country.”

He also underscored that there should
be “no doubt” that the Constitution is for
the people and its repository of safeguard-
ing is that of the elected representatives.
“They are the ultimate masters as to what
the Constitution’s content will be,” he said.

VP escalates attack on SC after BJP
RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Taking exception to Leader of
Opposition and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s recent remarks

about poll process in the country, the
Election Commission of India (ECI) on
Tuesday rejected his allegations, saying any
misinformation being spread, by anyone,
is not only a sign of disrespect towards law,
but also brings disrepute to the thousands
of representatives appointed by their own
political party and demotivates lakhs of
election staff who work untiringly and
transparently during elections.

“After any unfavourable verdict by the
voters, trying to defame the Election
Commission by saying that it is compro-
mised is completely absurd. The entire
nation is aware that each election process

including the preparation of electoral
rolls, polling and counting etc. are all held
by Government staff and that too in the
presence of authorised representatives
formally appointed by Political Parties/
Candidates from polling station upto
constituency level,” the ECI said.

On Monday, Rahul alleged in Boston,
US, that, in simple terms, more people
voted in the Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tion than there were adults in the state.
“The Election Commission gave us a vot-
ing figure for 1730hrs, and between
1730hrs and 1930 hrs, 65 lakh voters voted.
This is physically impossible.

For a voter to vote, it takes approxi-
mately three minutes and, if you do the
math, it would mean that there were lines
of voters till 0200hrsbut this did not hap-
pen,” he had said.

ECI objects to Rahul’s
swipe on poll body in US

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

The Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has served a notice asking
residents of Signature View

Apartments in Mukherjee Nagar to vacate
their flats at the earliest, as the deadline
for evacuation, March 23, has passed.

An e-tender for its demolition was
issued on March 17, shortly after the
authority released standard operating
procedures for the residents and the

Resident Welfare Association (RWA) to
coordinate the evacuation. In the notice
dated April 15, the DDA stated, “The high
court had mandated that all occupants
vacate their flats between December 23,
2024 and March 23, 2025. That period has
now lapsed.” The DDA urged residents to
vacate their flats at the earliest for their
safety and to allow for the demolition and
reconstruction of the building. It has
asked the RWA to coordinate with all res-
idents for a timely evacuation. It has
claimed that information on the recon-
struction schedule and process for com-
pensation will be shared in due course.

The authority also stated that it is com-
mitted to complying with the court’s
directive regarding rent assistance,

although it plans to appeal certain aspects
of the ruling. The DDA had classified the
336-flat residential complex as a “danger-
ous building” due to structural safety con-
cerns. The apartment complex, declared
unfit for habitation by an IIT Delhi report
in 2022, was ordered in January 2023 by
the lieutenant governor to be vacated and
rebuilt. However, residents claim that
despite months of waiting, no concrete
action has been taken. Many have already
vacated, while others remain trapped in
deteriorating buildings.

Many families are struggling to relocate
without the promised financial aid, deep-
ening their uncertainty. Interestingly,
residents of Signature View Apartments
in Mukherjee Nagar are caught in a finan-
cial bind as they await rent compensation
from the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), even as the agency moves ahead
with demolition plans for their structural-
ly unsafe homes.

RWA president Amrendra Singh
Rakesh said 111 residents have already
vacated their flats but have not received
the promised rent compensation.

“Residents were assured of financial aid
once they moved out. But even after 111
families vacated, no payments have been
made,” Rakesh said. He added that the
delay has left residents uncertain about
whether they will receive the promised
compensation. 

For many, the uncertainty surrounding
the payments is preventing them from
moving out. One of the resident, who still
resides in the complex, is reluctant to
vacate without a clear guarantee of finan-
cial support. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Shakti Dubey has topped the civil ser-
vices examination 2024, with
Harshita Goyal and Dongre Archit

Parag getting the second and third ranks,
the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) announced on Tuesday.

Topper Dubey holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biochemistry from the
University of Allahabad. She qualified for
the examination with political science and
international relations as her optional sub-
ject, the commission said in a statement.

Goyal has a Bachelor of Commerce
degree from the MS University of Baroda.
She qualified for the exam with political
science and international relations as her
optional subject.

Parag, a Bachelor of Technology grad-
uate in electrical and electronics engineer-
ing from Vellore Institute of Technology
(VIT), Tamil Nadu, had philosophy as his
optional subject, according to the civil ser-
vices exam results declared by the UPSC.

Shah Margi Chirag, who has a Bachelor
of Engineering degree in computer engi-
neering from Gujarat Technological
University, Ahmedabad, secured the
fourth rank with sociology as her option-
al subject. 

Aakash Garg, who has a Bachelor of
Technology degree in computer science
from the Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University, Delhi, got the
fifth rank with sociology as his optional
subject.

The top five successful candidates
comprise three women and two men.

The civil services examination is con-

ducted annually in three stages — prelim-
inary, main and interview — by the UPSC
to select officers of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS), Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) and Indian Police
Service (IPS) among others.

The civil services (preliminary) exam-
ination 2024 was conducted on June 16
last year. A total of 9,92,599 candidates
applied for this examination, out of
which 5,83,213 candidates actually

appeared in the test.
A total of 14,627 candidates qualified

for appearance in the written (main)
examination, which was held in
September 2024. Out of these, 2,845 can-
didates qualified for the personality test
or interview, which were held between
January 7 and April 17 this year.

Of them, 1,009 candidates — 725 men
and 284 women — have been recom-
mended by the UPSC for appointment to
various services.

Out of the total successful candidates,
335 are from the general category, 109
from the economically weaker sections,
318 from other backward classes, 160
from scheduled castes and 87 from
scheduled tribes, according to a statement
issued by the commission.

Women outshine men in

UPSC examination results

DDA notice to Signature

Apartment residents
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

In an age when many couples opt for
picturesque weddings in the Alps or
the Amalfi Coast, a British MP

returned to his roots with an emotion-
al, culturally rich celebration that unfold-
ed in the heart of Uttar Pradesh. 

Navendu Prabhat Mishra, 36, a two-
time elected Labour Party Member of
Parliament from Stockport in the United
Kingdom, tied the knot with Garima
Tiwari of Bhopal in a spectacular
Sanatan-style wedding in Lucknow on
Sunday.

From the earthy fragrance of turmer-
ic during the haldi ceremony to the soul-
ful beats of dhol echoing through a five-
star hotel in Ansal Golf City, everything
about the wedding exuded the charm of
a quintessential Indian celebration. 

But what made it even more special
was the groom himself-a rising British
politician, clad in a cream-colored sher-
wani, touching the feet of elders, offer-
ing folded-hand greetings to guests,
and joining the pheras with a sincerity
that moved many to tears. 

“This is not just a wedding. It is a cel-
ebration of heritage. It is rare to see
someone who has achieved so much
internationally come back and honour
his roots in such a heartfelt way,” said
Arvind Tiwari, a relative of the bride.

Navendu Mishra, who moved to the
UK from Mumbai in 2003 and has since
become a prominent voice for the Indian
diaspora in British politics, insisted on
celebrating his marriage in India, not just
for nostalgia, but to reconnect with

family, tradition, and home.
“Weddings are deeply personal. My

parents always wanted to celebrate it
here, amidst family, culture, and tradi-
tion. Lucknow felt right-it is close to
where we belong. We had guests from
our village, family members I had not
seen in years. If we had done this in
London or Stockport, it would have
lacked that soul. What happened here
was beyond my imagination,” Mishra
said, visibly emotional after the wed-
ding rituals.

The bride, Garima Tiwari, hailing
from Bhopal but originally from
Deoria district in Uttar Pradesh, looked
radiant in lehenga, complimenting the
traditional grandeur of the ceremony.
A banker by training and an alumna of
a Glasgow university, Garima met
Navendu through family connections,
and their bond grew stronger over
shared values and cultural sensibilities.

“Despite being born and raised
miles apart, they both have strong
emotional ties to their roots. This wed-
ding is proof that no matter how far
you go, the pull of home is eternal,” said
Nilendra Pandey, Navendu’s maternal
uncle.

Garima’s father, Harendra Tiwari, a
retired officer from the Horticulture
Department in Madhya Pradesh, called
the wedding “a moment of pride for
both families and a message to younger
generations about the timelessness of
our traditions.”

As celebrations unfolded, the venue
saw an eclectic gathering of dignitaries
and loved ones. 

A Royal wedding: British
MP ties knot in desi style

The civil services examination
2024 was conducted on June
16 last year. A total of
9,92,599 candidates applied
for it, out of which 5,83,213
candidates actually appeared

Interestingly, residents of
Signature View Apartments in
Mukherjee Nagar are caught in
a financial bind as they await
rent compensation from the
Delhi Development Authority

TERROR RETURNS TO KASHMIR, TOURISTS MASSACRED

Security personnel rushing to the spot after terrorists attacked a group of tourists at Pahalgam, in Anantnag district of Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday, April 22 (left); Injured being shifted to a hospital in Anantnag district (right) PTI

AFTER NEARLY FOUR DECADES, PAHALGAM CARNAGE RIPS APART SEMBLANCE OF NORMALCY

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT
TERROR ATTACKS 

August 14, 2024: Doda encounter 
(one officer, one terrorist killed)

August 10, 2024: Anantnag encounter
(four jawans killed and four injured)

July 27, 2024: Kupwara encounter 
(one security personnel killed)

July 22 2024: Rajouri encounter 
(one security personnel injured)

July 15, 2024: Doda encounter 
(four soldiers, one policeman killed) 

July 9, 2024: Kathua encounter 
(five jawans killed)

June 13, 2024: Gandoh encounter
(one policeman injured)

June 12 2024: Chattergala encounter
(one terrorist killed)

June 9, 2024: Reasi terror attack 
(nine pilgrims killed)
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The State Cabinet on
Tuesday approved amend-
ments for the effective

implementation of the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah /
Nikah Yojana. The Cabinet
approved key decisions aimed at
social welfare and environmen-
tal conservation.
The Cabinet approved the pro-
vision of financial assistance
for the marriages of girls from
Below Poverty Line (BPL) fam-
ilies under the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah / Nikah Yojana.
Assistance will be extended only
after verification of BPL status
through the official portal. Mass
marriage events will be organ-
ised annually on a divisional and
rotational basis as per a pre-
determined calendar.
Under this scheme, a total
amount of Rs. 55,000 will be

provided per beneficiary. Out of
this, Rs 49,000 will be trans-
ferred directly to the bride’s
bank account through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) in the
form of an account payee
cheque, and Rs. 6,000 will be
allocated to the concerned local
body for organising the mar-
riage ceremony.
The number of couples per
event will range from a mini-
mum of 11 to a maximum of
200. All applications will be
scrutinised at the local level, and
Aadhaar-based e-KYC verifica-
tion of both bride and groom on

the Samagra portal will be
mandatory. Efforts will be made
to ensure the meaningful par-
ticipation of public representa-
tives and social organizations to
promote community support
and mobilise resources from
well-off citizens.
The Cabinet also gave in-prin-
ciple approval for a new scheme
titled "Development of Buffer
Zones in Tiger Reserves", with
a total budget outlay of Rs. 145
crore for the financial years
2025–26 to 2027–28.
Key activities under the scheme
include the Installation of chain-
link fencing in ecologically sen-
sitive buffer areas, the
Implementation of wildlife pro-
tection and fire safety mea-
sures, the Development of grass-
lands and water sources, Health
monitoring and treatment of
wild animals, and Skill devel-
opment training programs for
local communities.
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Atragic road accident near
Mahadev Ghat in Banwar
Chowki area of Damoh

district claimed the lives of eight
members from a single family,
including five sisters, their niece,
and two children aged 8 and 10,
when a Bolero vehicle carrying 15
passengers veered off the road
and plunged into a ditch on
Tuesday around 11 AM.
The family, hailing from Jabalpur
district, was returning from a visit
to Jageshwar Dham in
Bandakpur, following a wedding
ceremony in Rajghat Pauri vil-
lage, Katangi, when the accident
occurred. Initial investigations
suggest the vehicle lost control
due to high speed while navigat-
ing a dangerous turn on a road
leading to a recently constructed
bridge under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana.
Six members died on the spot,
while two children succumbed to
their injuries during treatment at
Damoh District Hospital. The
deceased have been identified as
Vaijayanti Bai (60), Laung Bai,
Halki Bai, Sampat Bai, Guddi Bai,
Rachna, Tamanna (10), and
Shibbu (8).
Five others — Rajjo Singh (55),
Vaibhav Singh (12), Ravindra
(22), Ayush, and Ankit — sus-

tained injuries and were initial-
ly treated at Damoh District
Hospital. They were later shifted
to Jabalpur Medical College via
a green corridor for advanced
care. Eyewitnesses and local vil-
lagers rushed to the scene, help-
ing to rescue survivors and alert
authorities. Emergency services
quickly responded, with ambu-
lances transporting the injured
and deceased. In a heart-wrench-
ing detail, it was revealed that
Tamanna Lodhi (10) had taken
a selfie at the Bandakpur temple
just 30 minutes before the acci-
dent.
Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav
expressed his deep condolences
and announced financial aid of
Rs 2 lakh for the families of the
deceased and Rs 50,000 for each
injured individual. Minister of
State Dharmendra Singh Lodhi
also expressed his grief on social
media platform X.
Damoh Collector Sudhir Kochar
confirmed that a probe has been
ordered into the incident.
Meanwhile, Superintendent of
Police Shrutikirti Somvanshi stat-
ed that skid marks were found at
the scene and acknowledged the
presence of a dangerous turn and
possible structural flaws in the
road. A committee will conduct
a detailed investigation into the
cause of the accident.
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The second day of the ‘4th
Samarth Bharat Conclave
2025’, held in Bhopal, cen-

tered around the themes of
financial inclusion and social
entrepreneurship, marking a
significant step towards building
an AatmaNirbhar Bharat (Self-
Reliant India). The event wit-
nessed participation from pol-
icy-makers, banking profes-
sionals, academicians, and social
organizations from across the
country.
The inaugural session featured
Shri Gautam Tetwal, Minister of
State for Skill Development and
Employment, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, as the Chief
Guest. Other dignitaries present
on the dais included Ms. C.
Saraswati, CGM, NABARD,
Manoj Kumar, General
Manager, SBI LHO (NW-3),
Tarseem Singh Jeera, General
Manager, Central Bank of India
– Zonal Office, Vimal Kumar
Khabya, DGM, SBI, Jitendra
Kumar, DGM, SBI LHO,
Himanshu Vyas, DGM, Union
Bank of India, Santosh Choubey,
Chairman, AISECT Group, Dr.
Siddharth Chaturvedi, Executive
Vice President, AISECT, and
Anurag Gupta, Director,
AISECT.

Speaking at the event, Minister
Gautam Tetwal praised
AISECT's impactful contribu-
tions to nation-building, stating
that a developed India means
empowering every citizen and
bringing them into the main-
stream. He emphasized three
core pillars essential to realizing
this vision: Skill Development,
Financial Inclusion, and Social
Entrepreneurship. He encour-
aged youth to become job cre-
ators rather than job seekers.
Santosh Choubey, Chairman
of AISECT, highlighted the
organization’s expansive out-
reach, noting that AISECT is
currently operating over 60,000
centers and has established a
presence in over 65 countries.
He added that AISECT pio-
neered the concept of financial
kiosks in India, now operating
nearly 8,000 centers, with a
target to expand to 10,000
kiosks and achieve over Rs 100
crore in revenue in the near
future.
Siddharth Chaturvedi, Executive
Vice President of AISECT, reit-
erated the organization’s long-
standing commitment to pro-
moting financial inclusion. He
announced that more than 20
financial inclusion-centric meet-
ings will be held across the
country this year. 
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has extended heart-
felt congratulations to the

talented youth of Madhya
Pradesh who have secured suc-
cess in the recently declared
results of the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
Civil Services Examination 2024.
He said that their achievement is
a matter of immense pride for the
state.

Dr. Yadav emphasised that civil
servants hold a pivotal role in
public welfare and good gover-
nance. He noted that administra-
tive officers from Madhya Pradesh
have consistently delivered excel-
lent services, contributing mean-
ingfully to governance and
strengthening India's unique iden-
tity.
"It is especially heartening that
these results have been announced
shortly after Civil Services Day,
which we recently celebrated.

The occasion reaffirms our faith
in the role of committed civil ser-
vants in building a new India," the
Chief Minister added.
He expressed hope that the select-
ed youth will serve the nation with
dedication, integrity, and a spirit
of excellence. He also congratu-
lated all meritorious candidates
across the country for their suc-
cess in the examination, acknowl-
edging that this milestone reflects
their unwavering hard work,
patience, and determination.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has directed all
Cabinet members to

closely monitor the drinking
water supply situation across
the state, especially in light of
the rising summer tempera-
tures. Addressing the ministers
before the Cabinet meeting
held at Mantralaya on Tuesday,
Yadav urged them to proac-
tively ensure adequate water
supply in their respective dis-
tricts and regions. He empha-
sised that no citizen should
face any difficulty in accessing
drinking water. Ministers were
asked to coordinate with dis-
trict administrations, review
water supply arrangements,
and issue necessary guidance.
India's First Telecom
Manufacturing Zone to Be
Set Up in Gwalior
Chief Minister Yadav

announced that the state gov-
ernment has given in-princi-
ple approval for establishing a
Telecom Manufacturing Zone
(TMZ) in Gwalior. 
Once investors confirm par-
ticipation, the TMZ will be
developed with full coopera-
tion from the Union Ministry
of Telecommunications. 
The project has already attract-
ed interest from major
investors. In the first phase, 70
acres in Gwalior IT Park will
be allocated, followed by 300
acres in the SAADA area in the
second phase. The estimated
investment is around Rs
12,000 crore, with the poten-
tial to create over 5,000
employment opportunities.
The Chief Minister informed
the Cabinet that wheat pro-
curement is progressing rapid-
ly. Since the state government
declared the procurement
price at Rs 2,600 per quintal

(Rs 2,425 support price + Rs
175 bonus), over 50.18 lakh
metric tons of wheat have
been procured from more
than 5.5 lakh registered farm-
ers. The government has set a
target of 60 lakh metric tons
for this year, and the current
pace indicates that the goal will
likely be achieved before the
May 5 deadline. Over Rs
10,562 crore has already been
transferred to farmers'
accounts. Yadav expressed
confidence that Madhya
Pradesh would soon surpass
even Punjab and Haryana in
wheat procurement.
The Chief Minister congratu-
lated the Council of Ministers
on the successful relocation of
two cheetahs in the Gandhi
Sagar Sanctuary. He high-
lighted that for the first time
in history, cheetahs have been
successfully rehabilitated. The
two male cheetahs, Prabhash

and Pavak, have adapted well
to the sanctuary's climate and
environment. The relocation
effort has earned national and
international acclaim for the
Madhya Pradesh Government.
Yadav reaffirmed the state's
commitment to wildlife con-
servation and collaboration
with the central government
for similar initiatives in the
future.
Dr. Yadav announced that the
state's transfer policy (Transfer
Policy 2025) will be discussed
and approved in the next
Cabinet meeting. He directed
the Chief Secretary to prepare
a draft policy for review.
Departmental transfers will
be carried out from May 1 to
May 31 as per the new policy.
Ministers were advised to plan
the transfers in their respective
departments accordingly. He
also emphasized the continued
implementation and monitor-

ing of the Jal Ganga
Sanvardhan Abhiyan across
districts, with active involve-
ment of ministers-in-charge.
Chief Minister Yadav shared
that the MP Tech Conclave
will be held on April 27 in
Indore. So far, over 500 tech
companies have expressed
interest in participating. The
government expects signifi-
cant investment proposals
from this event. Efforts are also
being made to develop major
IT hubs in Gwalior, Indore,
and Jabalpur.
Two-Day State Mourning on
the Demise of Pope Francis
The Chief Minister expressed
his condolences on the passing
of Pope Francis, spiritual
leader of the Catholic
Christian community. He
announced that the state will
observe two days of State
Mourning on April 22 and 23,
2025.
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Amassive fire broke out
at a dumping yard in
the Adampur area on

the outskirts of Bhopal on
Tuesday afternoon, causing
widespread panic as thick
smoke billowed into the sky,
visible from several kilome-
ters away. The incident raised
environmental and health
concerns among residents
living in nearby localities.
According to civic officials,
the fire is suspected to have
been triggered by the accu-
mulation of methane gas gen-
erated from decomposing
waste materials, combined
with the intense heat prevail-
ing in the region. The
Ahmedpur landfill is a key
site where waste from a sig-
nificant portion of Bhopal city
is collected and deposited.
Firefighting operations were
launched swiftly, with two fire
tenders deployed at the site.
A pipeline laid to supply
water to the yard was acti-
vated, but the operation was
delayed due to a leak in the
pipeline, which temporarily
hindered water supply.
Despite the challenges, the
fire was eventually brought
under control after several
hours of effort.
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In an incisive move, MLA
Bhagwandas Sabnani vis-
ited JP Hospital on

Tuesday and sternly repri-
manded the civil surgeon,
who later promised workers
that one month’s pending
salary would be released by
the evening.
But this assurance was just
the latest in a string of hol-
low promises. Outsourced
employees, unpaid for
months, had earlier sought
an audience with the Chief
Minister at his residence.
The workers have been vis-
iting offices of public repre-
sentatives and hospital offi-
cials for months. Despite
repeated applications and
appeals, they have received
little besides assurances.
More than 90 outsourced
staff—sanitation workers,
ward assistants and security
guards—have not received
full salaries. Many are owed
two to five months of wages

and haven’t seen PF deposits
in six months.
One worker, who had
pawned his motorbike based
on past promises, said he’s
now lost both the bike and
hope. “The salary never
came. Doesn’t the govern-
ment see our pain?” he
asked.
Fearful of losing their jobs,
workers spoke anonymous-
ly. “Salary delays began when
outsourcing started,” one
said. “The old contractor
withheld the first month’s
salary and delayed the rest
regularly.”
The new contractor
promised payments between
the 4th and 10th of every
month. But it’s the 22nd
now. “We’re just going in cir-
cles with our applications,”
said another worker.
One woman said she walks
to work daily in the heat to
save money for her chil-
dren’s meals. “I can’t even
afford an auto. Who cares
about someone like me?”

Another sanitation worker
said her child’s school admis-
sion is due, rent is pending,
and groceries alone cost Rs
100 a day. “If I quit, I lose my
dues. If I stay, I go into
debt.”
A young woman near the
water cooler said she joined
to support her family while
studying. “I haven’t even
been married long. Thank
God for my in-laws,” she said
quietly.
Arshad Naushad, another
employee, said the previous
agency still owes him four
months’ salary, while the
new one hasn’t paid for one.
“Only those who submitted
documents are being paid.
What about the rest?”
Labour leader Mrinalini
Singh Sengar said she raised
the issue with Minister
Narendra Shivaji Patel, MLA
Sabnani, Habibganj Police
and the CM House. “The
civil surgeon only offers
words, not action,” she said.
She added that the in-hand

pay of Rs 9,000 is below the
district’s minimum wage.
“Workers are living off loans
with interest. Who will cover
their mounting debts?”
O P Indoria, whose agency
recently took over the con-
tract, said salaries can’t be
released until workers submit
documents and the depart-
ment releases funds. “How
can we pay from our pock-
ets?” he asked.
Shiv Tripathi, the supervisor
of the previous agency,
couldn’t be reached. His
phone remained switched
off.
Speaking to The Pioneer fol-
lowing his visit to the hospi-
tal, Sabnani said, “We have
spoken to civil surgeon
Rakesh Srivastava and the
outsourcing company. They
have agreed to release a
month’s salary in two days’
time. The old outsourcing
company has also been
instructed to release the
salary backlog and resolve
this issue within a week.”
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The Misrod Police in
Bhopal have uncovered
a major examination

fraud involving imperson-
ation during the CBSE recruit-
ment examination, leading to
the arrest of three individuals.
Authorities seized a tablet,
two mobile phones, fake ID
cards, and Rs 1.5 lakh in cash
from the accused, exposing a
well-organized racket involv-
ing financial transactions and
forged documents.
The scam came to light on
April 20, 2025, when the
Principal and Examination
Centre In-Charge of Central
School, CRPF Camp,
Bangrasia, alerted Misrod
police after suspecting that an
impersonator was attempting
to write the exam for candi-
date Bablesh Meena (Roll No.

108115179).
Police swiftly responded to the
alert and detained the suspect,
who initially identified himself
as Bablesh Meena. However,
after sustained interrogation,
he revealed his true identity as
Sonu Kumar Mishra (31), a
resident of Kadam Kuan,
Patna, originally from
Madhubani, Bihar.
During questioning, Sonu
confessed that he had been
hired by Jaswant Meena for a
sum of Rs 4 lakh to appear in
the examination on behalf of
Bablesh Meena. He further
disclosed that Jaswant Meena
had struck a deal worth Rs 10
lakh with the actual candidate,
Bablesh Meena, to facilitate
the fraudulent attempt. Sonu
had already received Rs
50,000 in advance and trav-
eled from Delhi to Bhopal on
April 19 to carry out the
impersonation.

On the day of the examina-
tion, Sonu attempted to enter
the examination hall using a
forged identification card, but
his attempt was foiled due to
a biometric mismatch during
verification. His immediate
detention by the authorities
prevented the fraud from suc-
ceeding.
Based on Sonu’s confession,
the Misrod Police arrested the
mastermind Jaswant Meena
(30), a resident of Indira
Nagar, Jagatpura, Jaipur, and

Bablesh Meena (27), the orig-
inal candidate from
Khilchipur village, Salempur
Police Station area in Dausa,
Rajasthan.
All three accused have been
booked under relevant sec-
tions pertaining to forgery,
cheating, criminal conspiracy,
and use of fraudulent docu-
ments. The police have also
launched a deeper investiga-
tion into the network to iden-
tify any possible links to larg-
er exam fraud operations
across states.
Misrod police officials
emphasized that the case
highlights the growing men-
ace of impersonation and
identity fraud in high-stakes
recruitment examinations.
The authorities are committed
to ensuring strict action and
are coordinating with CBSE
and other agencies to enhance
security protocols for future
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has emphasised that med-
ical tourism is an emerging
sector and holds immense
potential in Madhya Pradesh. 
He directed that, along with the
Health Department, the AYUSH
Department should also play an
active role in promoting this sec-
tor. Speaking at a review meet-
ing of the AYUSH Department
held at the Mantralaya, Yadav
said that wellness centers should
be established near tourist, reli-
gious, and spiritual destina-
tions across the state. These cen-
ters can provide visitors with
access to natural therapies and
Panchakarma treatments offered
by the AYUSH Department.
The meeting was attended by
the Minister of Higher
Education, AYUSH, and
Technical Education, Inder
Singh Parmar; Chief Secretary,
Anurag Jain and other officials.

�%	������)>&�9
������	�
	���

�������	
��
�����������
���	�	�
���
�	
�
�	��
���	���
�����
������	����

�
���������������
����	
��	�
�
��
�����������
����
������
����	
��	�
�����
��	
���������
	��
�	�	���	�

���

�(&&�,�������#�
����������#�����(�-
�������������&���������&��������#�����!�������������!��'������������������������
%	����#���������������&�����������������)�����#������!�.���������#�����������������������������&��������!�����
��
��������
�		������	����������!&&����/��������������������������� ���� !������������



�����������!�	������0�������
��	��������	�������������	���������
��������������10������)������-232*1�
���������#�'���
.�����������)����������'���������������������� !������������

��������	
������ ������

Bhopal’s underground gam-
bling world, once quietly
thrumming beneath the

city’s surface, has gone unusu-
ally quiet in recent weeks. The
sound of dice clatter, card shuf-
fles, and whispered wagers has
faded — a response, insiders say,
to firm warnings from the
police.
Confirming the development,
Additional Commissioner of
Police (Law & Order) Awadhesh
Goswami says, "We have
strengthened beat policing in
known hotspots and at the
moment there are no reports of
organised gambling from any-
where in the city."
Though the police action has
forced a retreat, insiders say the
gamblers haven’t gone away —
they’ve simply moved online,
seeking refuge in betting apps,
encrypted chat groups, and dig-
ital networks. The games con-
tinue, even if the dens don’t.
Gambling in Bhopal is deeply
local, with distinct formats like
dice-based ghodi, card games,

number-based satta, and crick-
et betting. Each carries its own
culture, code, and emotional
pull. For many, gambling isn’t
just a game — it’s an escape from
the constraints of ordinary life,
a fleeting brush with possibili-
ty.
The gambling community has
its own lingo: thiya for den, naal
for the house’s cut, paana for the
betting slip, and goodluck for
the portion winners distribute
among friends and gofers. This
shared vocabulary reinforces a
tight-knit world governed by
informal but strict rules.
Satta, among the most struc-
tured forms, runs through lay-
ers of intermediaries. The per-
son who takes your bet often
passes it up the chain — or
utaaroes it — to a bigger han-
dler. But some high-rollers
choose to keep the bets them-
selves. Taking this khayi route
means greater risk and reward,
and the khayibaaz must have
deep pockets — winnings must
be paid out within minutes of
the result.
Card rooms, or thiyas, typical-

ly come alive after sunset.
Hidden in the old city’s narrow
lanes, they blend into the hum
of night. Though the laughter,
raised voices, and comings and
goings may go unnoticed by
outsiders, locals usually know
where the action is.
Each den is watched over by a
quiet network of lookouts —
men at tea stalls or paan shops,
whose role is to alert the house
to any suspicious movement.
One wrong face or untimely
police visit, and the players
vanish into the night. Trust is
essential: no one gets in without
being vouched for.
Even food deliveries are routed
carefully. Orders go to a neutral
location, picked up and relayed by
gofers to avoid drawing attention.
Cash rules everything. No digital
payments. No records. Den man-
agers are careful not to leave trails
— digital footprints could ruin
them.
The house takes a 2 percent cut
from each round. That may
sound modest, but high volumes
turn it into a tidy profit. Rent,
bouncer salaries, lookouts, and

other expenses are all factored
into a carefully managed balance
sheet. One slip can unravel the
operation.
Territories are sacrosanct. Turf
wars over control of gambling in
the city have led to gang violence,
and even killings in the past. But
day-to-day operations follow a
strict code: respect boundaries,
and you’re safe. Cross them, and
consequences follow.
High rollers, however, stay clear
of these dens; they converge at
farmhouses and plush apart-
ments for fear of attracting atten-
tion.
Gambling means different things
to different people. For the poor,
it’s a rare shot at something bet-
ter. For the rich, it’s a show of
swagger — proving they can lose
without blinking. For women, it’s
often limited to satta, placed dis-
creetly through intermediaries.
Ultimately, Bhopal’s gambling
underworld is held together not
by cards or dice, but by relation-
ships, caution, and a complex sys-
tem that has evolved with time —
only, that time seems to have
come to a standstill for now.
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Calling child marriage
a punishable offence
with jail and heavy

fines, the Bhopal Collector
on Tuesday warned citi-
zens against supporting or
participating in such unlaw-
ful unions.
Speaking ahead of Akshaya
Tritiya – one of the most
auspicious dates for wed-
dings in the Hindu calendar
– Collector Kaushlendra
Vikram Singh described
child marriage as a grave
social evil still prevalent in
both urban and rural areas. 
With wedding ceremonies
set to peak from April 30,
the collector sought public
cooperation to ensure no
underage marriages take
place in the district.

A special drive under the
“Lado Abhiyan”, part of the
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme, is underway across
the district. Authorities are
invoking the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006,
which allows up to two
years’ imprisonment, a fine
of Rs 1 lakh, or both for
those who organise, facili-
tate or participate in a child
marriage.
Event organisers, especial-
ly those holding mass wed-
dings, must submit an affi-
davit to the Collector’s office
and the District Women
and Child Development
Office affirming that no
minors will be married at
their functions. Priests,
caterers, band players,
transport providers and
others have been instructed

to check and verify age cer-
tificates before offering their
services.
Printing presses, often the
first to be contacted during
wedding preparations, have
been told to clearly state in
invitations that both bride
and groom are legally
adults. Those failing to do
so could also be deemed as
supporters of child mar-
riage.
The Collector appealed to
the public to be vigilant and
report any suspected cases.
Complaints may be regis-
tered through police
helpline (Dial 100), child
helpline (1098), women’s
helpline (181), or directly
with Women and Child
Development officials sta-
tioned across various areas
in the city.
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Accusing the adminis-
tration of turning a
blind eye to their

repeated appeals, residents of
Sai Ram Colony tied black
blindfolds and staged a protest
at the Collectorate in the state
capital on Tuesday, demanding
the relocation of a liquor shop.
Chanting slogans and holding
placards, they said this was
their eighth consecutive
appearance at the Tuesday
public hearing. Despite stag-
ing a sit-in for 22 days, no
action had been taken. The
blindfolds, they said, symbol-
ised official apathy.

Resident Jeetu Marothia said
their protest had included rit-
uals and even sherbet distrib-
ution on Dr Ambedkar
Jayanti. “We hoped for sensi-
tivity, but nothing changed,” he
said.
Women from Sai Ram Colony
said drunkards often misbe-
haved near the shop, creating

distress for children. Despite
repeated complaints, only ver-
bal assurances had been given.
They warned of a larger agi-
tation ahead.
Similar protests have forced
administrative action else-
where. In Malviya Nagar, a
liquor shop near Birla Temple
was blocked after public oppo-
sition. DIG Bungalow and
Bawadia Kalan residents suc-
ceeded in having shops relo-
cated.
Protests are ongoing in
Awadhpuri, Panchsheel Nagar,
and Bairagarh, where leaders
are calling for liquor-free
zones, citing threats to safety
and public inconvenience.
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In a decisive administrative
move, Indore Divisional
Commissioner Deepak

Singh has suspended District
Education Officer (DEO)
Sushma Vaish with immediate
effect for repeated absence from
public hearings and failure to
address complaints related to
CBSE schools. The action was
taken on the recommendation
of Indore Collector Ashish
Singh, who has now appointed
Joint Collector Vijay Kumar
Mandloi as the interim District
Education Officer to ensure the
smooth functioning of the
department.
According to sources, numerous
complaints were being received
at the public hearings held at the
Collectorate, particularly regard-
ing issues faced by students
and parents of over 250 private
CBSE schools in Indore, but the

DEO remained absent, causing
mounting frustration among
the complainants.
These schools collectively cater
to nearly eight lakh students,
and it is estimated that major
CBSE institutions in Indore col-
lect Rs 150 to Rs 200 crore annu-
ally in fees from students across
all classes — from LKG to Class
12. Despite such high fees, par-
ents and students often face
coercive behavior from school
managements. Parents allege
that if they raise concerns about
school rules or assert their
rights, school principals and
administrators threaten to expel
their children mid-term.
Similarly, teachers and staff
employed in these schools are
reportedly subjected to pressure
and intimidation. Several teach-
ers have alleged that speaking up
about basic rights or adminis-
trative issues has led to sudden
termination of their services,

often without notice or expla-
nation, disrupting their profes-
sional stability.
Frustrated by this high-hand-
edness, parents, teachers, and
school staff have attempted to
seek redressal, but claim that no
dedicated CBSE official is avail-
able in Indore. They are often
told by local officials that mat-
ters related to private CBSE
schools fall outside their juris-
diction.
Compounding the issue is the
absence of a CBSE regional
office in Indore. At present, the
only CBSE office in Madhya
Pradesh is located in Bhopal,
which oversees nearly 2,500
CBSE-affiliated schools across
the state. Affected individuals in
Indore say they cannot afford
the time or financial cost of trav-
eling to Bhopal repeatedly to
register and follow up on com-
plaints.
In response, citizens of Indore

are demanding the establish-
ment of a dedicated CBSE office
in the city, along with the pres-
ence of CBSE officers during
weekly public hearings at the
Collector's office. They have
also urged authorities to set up
a special grievance cell within
the Collectorate to record and
forward complaints from par-
ents, teachers, and school staff to
the CBSE offices in Bhopal and
Delhi, and allow local tracking
of complaint resolutions.
This administrative shake-up
and public demand reflect grow-
ing concerns over the unchecked
autonomy of private CBSE
schools and the urgent need for
institutional accountability
mechanisms at the district level.
The suspension of DEO Sushma
Vaish is being seen as a warning
to other administrative officials
to take public grievances seri-
ously, especially when they con-
cern education and children's

welfare. Indore Collector Ashish
Singh reportedly expressed con-
cern over the rising number of
unresolved complaints from par-
ents and teachers, stating that
education-related issues must be
given priority in public hearings,
especially in a city like Indore
which is home to a vast network
of private schools.
Meanwhile, education activists
and parent associations have
welcomed the swift action taken
by the district administration but
stressed the need for systemic
reforms. They argue that with-
out proper oversight and
accountability, private CBSE
schools often operate like
autonomous bodies, with little
regard for fair treatment of par-
ents, students, or staff. “We
need transparent redressal sys-
tems and regular audits of CBSE
schools to protect educational
rights,” said a representative of a
local parent group.
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Bhopal: Under the divine
blessings of Satguru Mata
Sudiksha Ji Maharaj, a mega
blood donation camp is being
organized by the Sant
Nirankari Charitable
Foundation on Thursday, April
24, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
The camp will be held at the
Sant Nirankari Satsang
Bhawan near D-Mart,
Jahangirabad, Bhopal, in col-
laboration with the
Government Hamidia Blood
Bank.
On the occasion of Manav Ekta
Diwas (Human Unity Day),
observed every year on April
24, the Sant Nirankari
Charitable Foundation orga-
nizes blood donation camps
across India. As part of this
nationwide initiative, Bhopal
will also witness the organiza-
tion of a blood donation camp

on April 24, 2025.
Zonal In-charge and Branch
Coordinator Ashok Juneja has
appealed to all citizens to par-
ticipate in this noble humani-
tarian cause by donating blood
and encouraging others to do
the same. "One unit of blood
donated can save a life," he said.
"Those who donate blood not
only serve humanity but also
bring blessings and well-being
to their future generations."
Juneja emphasized that there is
no factory in the world that can
manufacture blood – this
divine gift is exclusive to the
human body. “This is a gold-
en opportunity to save lives
through blood donation and
dedicate our lives to the service
of humanity, as guided by our
Satguru,” he added. “Let blood
flow in veins, not in drains –
we must live by this message.”
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has announced that
air ambulance services in

Madhya Pradesh will be expand-
ed and made more efficient to
ensure that critically ill patients
and seriously injured accident
victims receive timely medical
attention. He added that even the
poorest citizens should have
access to this life-saving service.
Currently, the state operates one
helicopter and one aeroplane
under the air ambulance service.
Future plans include zoning the
state to ensure wider availability
of air ambulance services based
on regional requirements.
The Chief Minister also informed
that vehicles to transport mortal
remains from hospitals to the

deceased's home will be made
available at the district level ini-
tially, and later extended to block
and tehsil levels. This will ensure
dignity in death and ease for
bereaved families.
Chairing a review meeting of the
Public Health and Medical
Education Department at the
Mantralaya, Dr. Yadav directed
that retired medical specialists
should be engaged in govern-
ment medical colleges to enhance
healthcare services. He also
reviewed various health initiatives,
including maternal-child health
tracking under Anmol 2.0, the
Ayushman Bharat scheme, and
efforts to eliminate malnutrition
in coordination with the
Department of Women and Child
Development.
Yadav emphasised increased pub-
lic awareness and promotion of

organ and body donation, stating
that donors and their families
should be recognised and hon-
oured on significant occasions.
Organ donation can save multiple
lives, and body donation is crucial
for medical education and training.
The CM also highlighted the
establishment of new medical col-
leges under the PPP model, with
institutions in Neemuch,
Mandsaur, and Seoni already func-
tional. He reiterated that cancer
patients and those suffering from
serious illnesses should receive pri-
ority treatment and that free health
check-up camps must be con-
ducted regularly across the state.
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Sensing a possible reprieve
amid ongoing protests at
JP Hospital, ousted

employees of Hamidia Hospital
turned to the Collector’s office
on Tuesday to press for their
demands.
On January 20, some 270
employees were abruptly dis-
missed from Hamidia
Hospital. The Department of
Medical Education attributed
the mass termination to over-
staffing and budgetary con-
straints, sparking a protest at
the hospital.
Now, the dismissed staff have
approached the Collector, hop-

ing for intervention. In a letter,
they claimed their salaries had
been withheld for four months,
making it difficult to run their
households.
They further alleged that they
were terminated not because of
budget issues but because they
demanded their rightful dues.
The protest, they said, had led
to their removal as an act of
retaliation.
The letter also stressed that
many of those removed had
served the hospital faithfully for
over a decade, some even dur-
ing the height of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The employees
have urged the Collector to
ensure they receive their pend-
ing pay and are reinstated.
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Under the joint aegis of
the School of Wildlife
and Forensic Health at

Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary
Science University (NDVSU),
the Forest Department of
Madhya Pradesh, and the
Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun, the 15th Annual
Conference of the Association
of Indian Zoo and Wildlife
Veterinarians (AIZWV) and
an International Conference
will be held from April 24 to
26, 2025.
While talking to mediaper-
sons, Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Mandeep Sharma,
shared details with members
of the press. He informed that
the theme of this year’s con-

ference is "Balancing Human
Needs and Wildlife
Conservation through
Integrated Health
Management."
The Chief Guest for the event
will be Shri Umesh Sharma,
President of the Veterinary
Council of India.
Distinguished guests include
Mr. Aseem Srivastava, IFS,
Head of Forest Force and
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Madhya Pradesh, and Mr.
Shubhranjan Singh, IFS,
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests, Madhya Pradesh.

The conference is expected to
witness participation from
350–400 delegates, including
10 foreign delegates and 5
international students.
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The two-day Prestige
International Film
Festival, hosted by the

Mass Media department of
the Prestige Institute of
Management and Research,
concluded with a celebration
of cinematic talent and
youthful creativity. The
highlight was the 48-Hour
Short Film Challenge, where
‘The Writer’s Block’ bagged
Best Film and Best
Direction. Other winners
included ‘Kavya’ (Second
Best Film, Best Editing),
‘Pratibimb’ (Best Story), and
‘Kritika’ (Best
Cinematography).
Vijay Vikram Singh (of Bigg
Boss fame) was conferred
with the Stellar Voice Acting
Award, singer Chintan
Bakliwal received the
Kishore Da: The Musical
Legacy Award, and local
mimicry artist Ankit Sisodia
was felicitated with the
Versatile Entertainer Award.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Tuesday condemned
the terror attack on innocent

tourists in Pahalgam, saying it is 
a blot on humanity. He also said the coun-
try’s national security is paramount and
urged the central government to take 
corrective measures. “I strongly condemn
the cowardly terror attack on innocent
tourists in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir.
The entire nation is united in fighting the
scourge of cross-border terrorism.

“These dastardly targeted attacks are a
blot on humanity. News reports indicate
that precious lives have been lost. On
behalf of the Congress party, my heartfelt
condolences to the families of the victims.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
injured,” the Congress president said in a
social media post. 

“India’s National Security is paramount
and we urge the GOI to take corrective
measures to ensure the same,” Kharge said.

Congress general secretary Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra also denounced the attack
as a highly condemnable and shameful act,
and said the country stands united against
terrorism. “Targeting unarmed and inno-
cent civilians is a crime against humani-
ty. This is completely unacceptable. The
whole country stands united against ter-
rorism and strongly condemns it,” she said
in a social media post   in Hindi.

“According to reports, many tourists have
been killed in this attack. May God grant
peace to the departed souls. I pray for the
speedy recovery of the injured,” she said.
Terrorists struck a prime tourist location of
Pahalgham in south Kashmir on Tuesday,
killing multiple people and injuring at least
20. The incident occurred around 3 pm
when terrorists came down from the
mountain in Baisaran valley and started fir-
ing at tourists, who frequent the place which
is often dubbed as ‘mini Switzerland’
because of its lush green meadows.

The terror attack came at a time when
US Vice President JD Vance is on a four-
day visit to India along with his family. He
was in Rajasthan on Tuesday.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Signifying close ties between the two
countries, in a special gesture,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
aircraft was escorted by F-15 jets of

Saudi Arabia when his special flight
entered the airspace of the Gulf nation on
Tuesday, officials said. Modi is paying a
two-day visit to Saudi Arabia.

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) also
released a video of the Saudi jets escort-
ing Modi’s aircraft. The gesture is being
seen as deepening of Defence cooperation
between the two countries.

The Prime Minister on Tuesday said
India deeply values its long and historic ties
with Saudi Arabia, asserting that their rela-
tions have acquired a strategic depth and
momentum in recent years.

In his departure statement ahead of his
two-day visit to the kingdom on the invi-
tation of Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, he said both countries have
developed a mutually beneficial and sub-
stantive partnership, including in the
domains of defence, trade, investment,
energy and people-to-people ties.

“We have shared interest and 
commitment to promote regional peace,
prosperity, security and stability,” Modi
said, noting that it will be his third visit to
the country and the first one to the historic
city of Jeddah.

He said he looked forward to participat-
ing in the second meeting of the Strategic
Partnership Council and building 
upon the highly successful state visit of
Mohammed bin Salman to India in 2023.
Modi described the crown prince as 
“my brother”.

He said he is also eager to connect with
the “vibrant” Indian community in Saudi
Arabia that continues to serve as the liv-
ing bridge between the two nations and
makes an immense contribution to

strengthening the cultural and human ties.
Officials noted that all prime ministers

before Modi together visited Saudi Arabia
three times in close to seven decades. This
is also Modi’s 15th visit to a country in the
Gulf region, they added.

In an interview with Arab News, ahead
of his visit Modi said   India and Saudi
Arabia have a natural interest in safeguard-
ing peace and stability in the region and
the growing defence and security collab-
oration between the two countries is a
reflection of deep mutual trust.

Modi described Saudi Arabia as “one of
India’s most valued partners, a maritime
neighbour, a trusted friend and a 
strategic ally”.

“We consider Saudi Arabia as a force of
positivity and stability in the region. As

maritime neighbours, India and Saudi
Arabia share a natural interest in safe-
guarding peace and stability in the region,”
he said.

“The growing defence and security
engagement and collaboration between the
two countries is a reflection of deep
mutual trust,” he said.

“It is also a testament to our shared com-
mitment to regional stability, and our
mutual resolve to address the evolving
challenges in our extended neighbour-
hood,” Modi added.

In their talks on Tuesday evening,
Modi and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman are expected to
focus on boosting defence ties apart from
enhancing engagement in many other 
crucial sectors.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Tuesday said
it would examine whether the recent
judgement on a plea of Tamil Nadu,

fixing timelines for the grant of assent to
bills, covered the issues raised by the Kerala
government in its pleas. A bench compris-
ing Justices PS Narasimha and Joymalya
Bagchi agreed to hear on May 6 the pleas
of the Kerala government against Governor
over the delay in approving bills passed by
the state assembly. 

“We will look into that judgement and
see whether issues raised here are covered,”
the bench said when Attorney General R
Venkataramani and Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre
and the Governor’s office, said the recent
judgement delivered by a bench headed by
Justice JB Pardiwala did not cover the
issues raised by the Kerala government.

A bench comprising Justices Pardiwala
and R Mahadevan on April 8 delivered a
significant verdict on the plea of Tamil
Nadu and set aside the reservation of the
10 bills for President’s consideration in the
second round holding it as illegal, erro-
neous in law.

The bench, for the first time, also pre-
scribed that President should decide on the
bills reserved for her consideration by

Governor within a period of three months
from the date on which such reference is
received. Kerala seeks similar directions in
its case. On Tuesday, senior advocate KK
Venugopal, appearing for Kerala, said the
pleas of the state were covered by the recent
judgement. “What is the timeline for
making a reference to the President by the
Governor and this issue is dealt with by
that judgement and there are no other
questions,” he said. He urged the bench to
allow the pleas of the Kerala government
in terms of the Tamil Nadu judgement.

Mehta, however, insisted on making
submissions saying the case of Kerala was
not covered by the Tamil Nadu judgement.

“The (Tamil Nadu) judgment does not
cover certain issues in this case on facts
which are essentially different,” the bench
said and fixed the pleas for hearing on May
6. The bench asked Venugopal to mention
the third and subsequent plea of the state
government, challenging the withholding
of assent by President, before the CJI so
that it can also be referred to it.

Venugopal said the Chief Justice of India
directed listing of the petition on May 13.

The bench said a mention had to be
made before the CJI for tagging the other
petition with the present one.

In 2023, the top court expressed displea-
sure over the then Kerala Governor Arif

Mohammed Khan “sitting” for two years
on bills passed by the state legislature.

Khan is currently Governor of Bihar.
The top court, on July 26, last year,

agreed to consider the plea of opposition-
ruled Kerala alleging the denial of assent
to bills passed by the legislative assembly.

The Kerala government alleged that
Khan referred certain bills to President
Droupadi Murmu and those were yet to
be cleared. Taking note of the pleas, the top
court issued notices to the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs and the secretaries of the
Kerala Governor. Venugopal said, “This is
the most unfortunate situation.” 

The state said its plea related to the acts
of Governor in reserving seven bills,
which he was required to deal with him-
self, to President. Not one of the seven bills
had anything to do with Centre-state rela-
tions, it argued.

The bills were pending with Governor
for as long as two years and his action “sub-
verted” the functioning of the state legis-
lature, rendering its very existence “inef-
fective and otiose”, the state added.

“The bills include public interest bills
that are for the public good, and even these
have been rendered ineffective by the
Governor not dealing with each one of
them ‘as soon as possible’, as required by
the proviso to Article 200,” the plea said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
fixed next week to hear a batch of
pleas seeking a probe into the

alleged unauthorised use of Pegasus
spyware for the surveillance of journal-
ists among others. A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar Singh post-
ed the hearing on April 29 for want of
time. Senior advocate Shyam Divan,
appearing for some petitioners, said the
top court previously directed for supply
of reports of a technical panel but no such
report was shared.

“This court will have to pass some
directions because we have not received
the reports. Kindly hear it urgently,”
Divan said. The bench directed for list-
ing the matter next week.

On March 7, the top court fixed April
22 for hearing the pleas.

On August 25, 2022, the top court said
the technical panel appointed by it to
probe the unauthorised use of Pegasus
found some malware in five of 29 exam-
ined cell phones but it could not be held
that the Israeli spyware was used.

After perusing the report submitted by
former apex court Justice RV
Raveendran, the top court said the
Central government did not cooperate
with the Pegasus probe.

The top court in 2021 ordered a
probe into the allegations of the use of
Israeli spyware by government agencies
for targeted surveillance of politicians,
journalists, and activists and appointed
technical and supervisory committees to
examine the matter.

The overseeing panel submitted a
“lengthy” three-part report, one of which
suggested amending the law to protect
citizens’ right to privacy and ensure the
nation’s cyber security.

The technical panel, which included
three experts on cyber security, digital
forensics, networks, and hardware, was

asked by the top court to “inquire,
investigate and determine” whether
Pegasus spyware was used for snooping
on citizens and their probe would be
monitored by Raveendran.

The panel members were Naveen
Kumar Chaudhary, Prabaharan P, and
Ashwin Anil Gumaste.

Justice Raveendran, who headed the
panel, was assisted by former IPS officer
Alok Joshi and cyber security expert
Sundeep Oberoi in monitoring the
inquiry of the technical panel. The apex

court order said the probe panel would
be empowered to enquire and investigate
the steps or actions taken by the Centre
after reports in 2019 claimed the hack-
ing of WhatsApp accounts of Indian cit-
izens using the Pegasus suite of spyware.

It also directed the panel to ascertain
if any Pegasus suite was acquired by the
union of India, or any state government,
or any central or state agency for use
against the citizens of India.

An international media consortium
reported over 300 verified Indian cell
phone numbers were on the list of
potential targets for surveillance using the
Pegasus spyware. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Neither Parliament nor the executive
but the Constitution is supreme,
opposition leaders said on Tuesday

as they hit back at Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar who slammed his critics for
questioning his remarks on a recent
Supreme Court order and proclaimed the
supremacy of Parliament. The opposition
leaders’ assertions came after Dhankhar
said every word spoken by a constitution-
al authority was guided by supreme
national interest.

In a social media post, Rajya Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal said, “Supreme Court:
Parliament has the plenary power to pass
laws. Supreme Court has the obligation
to interpret the Constitution and do com-
plete justice (Article 142).”

“Everything the court said is:
Consistent with our constitutional values;
guided by national interest,” the
Independent Rajya Sabha MP and former
Congress leader said. In another post,
Sibal said, “The law: Neither Parliament
nor the Executive is supreme, the
Constitution is supreme. The provisions
of the Constitution are interpreted by the
Supreme Court. That’s how this country
has understood the law so far!” AIMIM
Chief Asaduddin Owaisi also reacted

sharply to Dhankhar’s remarks, saying the
judiciary would intervene if a wrong law
was made and constitutional articles
were misused.

“It is his limited understanding.
Parliament is definitely supreme and
independent. The judiciary and executive
are also independent. This is why the
stereo separation of powers is part of (the)
basic structure of our constitution… If
you make wrong laws, if you misuse the
constitutional articles, then judiciary will
intervene,” Owaisi told reporters. 

RJD leader and Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Jha said, “The vice-president is a respect-
ed constitutional authority but I would
urge him to revisit the Constituent
Assembly debates where the importance
of balance between the judiciary and the
legislature was discussed... The
Constitution remains our ultimate guide.”

Congress spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said there was a strict division
of powers in the Constitution among the
legislature, executive and the judiciary.

“The judiciary in this country is meant
to do judicial review. Yes, Parliament
makes the law but the Supreme Court of
India is the supreme authority to review
those laws to find if those laws meet the
norms of the Constitution. Should the
judiciary be shut down? Is judicial review

wrong? So what is the vice-president talk-
ing about? The vice-president should talk
about how governors across the country
have become puppets of the BJP,” she said.

Reacting to Dhankhar’s remarks,
Congress leader and former Lok Sabha
MP Danish Ali said the Constitution
belonged to the people and not any
“elected king” sitting in power. “Public rep-
resentatives are servants of the people, not
their masters. Now that the judiciary is
looking them in the eye and showing them
the truth, these ‘masters’ have started feel-
ing the Constitution to be a burden. The
country knows who is the ‘master’ who
appoints these people ‘who follow orders’,”
Ali said in a social media post in Hindi.

“For Vice-President Dhankhar ji, a par-
ticular person may be of utmost impor-
tance but for us the Constitution is
supreme. The country will not forgive the
campaign being run to make a particu-
lar person all-powerful by ignoring
democratic norms under the garb of
Parliament or the executive,” he said.

The vice-president is occupying a very
high constitutional post and will be
aware but is not saying that the Supreme
Court has the power to review the laws
passed by Parliament, Samajwadi Party
MP Dharmendra Yadav said.

“How can you snatch that right?”

PARVESH SHARMA n Gurugram

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini will dedicate 18
road development projects

worth over `115 crore related to the
Public Works Department (PWD) in
Sohna and Pataudi Assembly con-
stituencies in Gurugram on Wednesday,
officials said. The CM will also inaugu-
rate the first modern street of Haryana
at Udyog Vihar during his visit.

Executive Engineer of PWD
Charandeep Singh Rana said that Chief
Minister Saini will inaugurate the Loh
Singhani to Chamanpura Road, Nunera
from BPDS Road, and Alipur Hari Heda
from Loh Singhani to Chamanpura
Road, built in the Sohna assembly
constituency. 

At the same time, the foundation
stone of the renovation work of the
Sohna-Abhayapur-Lohtki-Khedla and
Damdama to Rithoj road from Sohna-
Abhayapur-Lohtki-Khedla and
Damdama to Rithoj road from
Dhumaspur via Nayagaon will be laid.

Charandeep Singh Rana said that in
this sequence, the Chief Minister will
also give various road development pro-
jects in Pataudi Assembly on
Wednesday.

He informed us that the Chief
Minister will also lay the foundation
stone for the renovation of the Kheda
Khurmpur road in the Pataudi
Assembly. The estimated cost of these
different projects would be around
over 115 cores.

Deputy Commissioner Gurugram,
Ajay Kumar, informed that the Chief
Minister will also preside over the 14th
meeting of the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority (GMDA) in
Gurugram on Wednesday.

Mallikarjun Kharge condemns
Pahalgam terror attack 

Row over Bills: SC to examine if Tamil Nadu
verdict covers issues raised by Kerala

Haryana CM to
dedicate 18 
road projects 
in Gurugram

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s centrally protected ticketed
monuments experienced an over 19
per cent surge in footfall in 2023-24

compared to the pre-pandemic levels but
this did not translate into higher revenue
from ticket sales, which dropped by 2.83
per cent, official data shows.

An analysis of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) data, presented in
the Rajya Sabha, covering 143 monuments
shows a complex recovery picture for
these key heritage sites, contextualised by
broader national trends reported in the
Ministry of Tourism’s ‘India Tourism Data
Compendium 2024’.

The total footfall across these listed
monuments increased by 19.35 per cent
from approximately 4.60 crore in 2019-20
to 5.49 crore in 2023-24, the data showed.

However, despite the surge in the
number of visitors, the combined revenue
from ticket sales at these monuments saw
a decline of 2.83 per cent during the five-
year period, dropping from `312.54 crore
in 2019-20 to `303.70 crore in 2023-24.

This suggests a shift in the visitor com-
position at these sites. A direct compar-
ison of visitor data for centrally protect-
ed ticketed monuments between 2019-20
and 2023-24 reveals divergent trends.

While domestic tourist visits surged by
21.75 per cent, from 4.36 crore in 2019-
20 to 5.31 crore in 2023-24, foreign tourist
visits decreased by 16.03 per cent, from
27.56 lakh in 2019-20 to 23.15 lakh in
2023-24, according to the data.

The increase in the domestic visitor seg-
ment, coupled with a decline in the num-
ber of higher-paying foreign visitors
compared to the pre-pandemic levels,
appears to be the primary factor behind
the stagnant overall monument revenue

despite higher total footfall. This trend
mirrors the national picture, where
Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) in India
in 2023 (95.2 lakh) recovered to only
about 87 per cent of the 2019 levels.

The resulting lower average revenue
per visitor at the monuments, likely
stemming from this altered visitor mix
and the ASI’s differential pricing struc-
ture, aligns with the broader national con-
text where Foreign Exchange Earnings
(FEEs) from tourism overall stood at
$28.08 billion in 2023, lower than the
2019 peak of $30.72 billion.

The broader tourism sector remains a
significant economic contributor nation-
ally, with its total (direct + indirect) share

estimated to be 5 per cent of the GDP and
supporting 7.62 crore jobs in 2022-23,
according to the Tourism Satellite Account
data. Performance varied dramatically
across individual monuments.

While sites like Rajarani Temple (301
per cent), Ashokan Rock Edict (251 per
cent) and Konark Sun Temple (53.5 per
cent) saw massive revenue growth (2023-
24 vs 2019-20), others like Tirumalai
Nayak’s Palace (98.2 per cent), Moovarkoil
(90.1 per cent) and Agra Fort (47.2 per
cent) saw sharp declines.

These stark differences likely stem
from various site-specific factors which
could range from restoration activities
impacting access, changes in regional

tourism promotion and infrastructure, or
shifts in popular visitor circuits. 
Specific reasons for each monument’s 
performance are not detailed in the
analysed data.

The performance of iconic monu-
ments underscores the trend.

The Taj Mahal saw the footfall jump by
31.27 per cent but the revenue rose only
1.48 per cent. Qutub Minar’s footfall
surged by 45.1 per cent and revenue by
18 per cent. Conversely, Humayun’s Tomb
saw footfall increased by 16.6 per cent
while revenue dropped by 29.8 per cent.
According to the ‘India Tourism Data
Compendium 2024’, the Taj Mahal was the
most popular among visitors in 
2023-24 with 61 lakh domestic and 6.8
lakh foreign tourists.

Konark Sun Temple (32 lakh) and
Qutub Minar (31.2 lakh) were the next
most popular among domestic tourists.
For foreign visitors, it was Qutub Minar
(2.2 lakh) and Agra Fort (2.18 lakh).

Visitor numbers, however, did not
directly correlate with revenue generation.

The highest revenue earners among
these monuments in 2023-24 were Taj
Mahal (`98.55 crore), Qutub Minar
(`23.80 crore), Red Fort (`18.09 crore),
Agra Fort (`15.27 crore) and Konark Sun
Temple (`12.66 crore), according to ASI
data. The data specific to India’s protect-
ed monuments paints a picture of 
resilient visitor appeal, particularly draw-
ing huge numbers of domestic travellers
post-pandemic.

However, the financial recovery at
these sites, measured by ticket revenue,
still lags behind pre-pandemic bench-
marks, reflecting the significant impact of
the reduced number of foreign visitors
compared to 2019 and the overall altered
tourism landscape. 

India’s heritage sites see 19 per cent rise in footfall in 2023-24

Neither Parliament nor executive but
Constitution is supreme: Opposition 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks at the fighter jets of Royal Saudi Air Force escorting his aircraft as
it arrives in Jeddah PTI

PM Modi’s aircraft escorted
by F-15 jets of Saudi Arabia 

Pegasus row: Supreme Court
sets April 29 to hear pleas
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Amreli

Atrainee pilot was killed when a
trainer aircraft belonging to a pri-
vate aviation academy crashed in a

residential area in Gujarat’s Amreli district
on Tuesday afternoon and caught fire, a
police official said.

The plane fell on a tree before crashing
into an open plot. The aircraft crash-land-
ed into a residential area in the Giriya Road
area of Amreli town at around 12:30 pm
due to unknown reasons, killing the
trainee pilot on the spot, said Amreli
Superintendent of Police, Sanjay Kharat.

The pilot was flying solo. The aircraft
had taken off from the Amreli airport, he
added. After it crashed near Shastri Nagar
area, the plane caught fire and engulfed in
flames, said Kharat.

“After taking off from the Amreli airport
with a male trainee pilot, the trainer air-
craft of an aviation academy, which oper-
ates from the airport, crashed into a resi-
dential area. The trainee pilot, who was fly-
ing solo, died in the crash while the air-
craft was gutted in flames. No one else was
injured in the accident,” said Kharat.

He said a Delhi-based aviation acade-
my provides pilot training from the

Amreli airport. The SP said local police
have started the process to lodge a case of
accidental death and investigation to find
out the exact cause of the crash.

Four teams of local fire brigade rushed
to Shastrinagar upon learning about the
plane crash and resultant fire in the aircraft,

said fire officer SC Gadhvi.
“Though the plane crashed into a resi-

dential area, no one else was injured
because it first fell on a tree and then
crashed into an open plot. The fire was
eventually brought under control by our
teams” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Srinagar

BJP MP Anurag Thakur on Tuesday
said the implementation of the ‘one
nation, one election’ formula would

be a win-win situation for the country as
it would not just cut the expenses incurred
in conducting various polls but also save
a lot of time.

Elections were held in Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir within a few months
of the Lok Sabha polls (last year). Then
elections were held in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Delhi. So, there are at least
five assembly elections in a year.

“If all the polls are held simultaneous-
ly, it will reduce the expenditure, save time
and increase the voting percentage as well,”
Thakur told reporters in Srinagar on the
sidelines of a party event on ‘one nation,
one election’ (ONOE).

The former Union minister said con-
ducting simultaneous polls would reduce
the expenditure of the candidates, politi-
cal parties, and help the country save
money.

“Around ̀ 1.5 lakh crore was spent in the
(2024) Lok Sabha elections — by political
parties, candidates, other institutions and
the Centre, which can be saved. It can add
1.5 per cent to India’s GDP. Thus, it will
be a win-win situation for India wherein
people will have a good government for
five years,” Thakur said.

With the implementation of ONOE,
officials who are usually busy conducting
elections will be able to focus on their pri-
mary duties, the five-time sitting MP from
Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh, said.

“When the model code of conduct is
implemented, it slows down develop-
mental works. A lot of time is lost before
and after the conduct of elections, which
usually takes 45-90 days.

“It also takes time to form a government,
so a lot of time is lost. That is why we are
saying that there should be ‘one nation, one
election’,” Thakur said.

If the ONOE formula is implemented in
2029, all the elections will be held togeth-
er, he said.

“If it (ONOE) matures up for 2029, elec-

tions in Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Punjab, which are scheduled
in 2027, will be valid for two years only,
and in 2029, all the elections will be held
together,” Thakur said.

“If Lok Sabha polls and state elections
are conducted together, the country will
benefit,” he added.

To a question on the restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir, Thakur said
the BJP has promised it and “J-K will get
it”.

Asked about the situation in the Jammu
region, which witnessed a spate of terror
attacks in the recent past, Thakur said the
BJP has zero tolerance policy towards ter-

rorism. “Naxalism and terrorism are being
dealt with sternly across the country.
Naxals are being killed and arrested at
many places, while several Naxals have laid
down arms. If you see the situation in
Kashmir, there is a lot of peace now com-
pared to the previous years.”

“If there were attempts (to launch
attacks) in some parts of Jammu, our secu-
rity forces took strong action against
those. There is no place for terrorism. BJP
has zero tolerance policy against terrorism,”
Thakur said.

Asked whether some BJP leaders were
trying to put pressure on the Supreme
Court over the challenges to the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, the former Union
minister said, “We are not putting any pres-
sure on anyone. Our national president has
made it clear.”

“The Congress and the opposition par-
ties created fear and misled the people on
issues such as Articles 370, and 35A, triple
talaq, Ram Mandir, and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). When these
cases went to the SC, the government’s

stand was proven right.
“Banning triple talaq has benefitted our

Muslim sisters. After the Ram Mandir was
built, no one suffered any losses, but got
benefitted. None of the Muslims lost
their citizenship after the CAA was imple-
mented. The opposition is lying while
Rahul Gandhi is maligning India even on
foreign shores,” Thakur said.

Hitting out at Rahul Gandhi, Thakur
said he loses elections in India and then
runs an agenda against the nation in for-
eign countries.

“He (Gandhi) should ask Uncle Sam, his
mentor Sam Pitroda, for clarity. Pitroda
said there is no contribution of Babasaheb
Ambedkar in framing the Constitution but
Rahul Gandhi walks with Ambedkar’s
photo in India.”

“So, what is their stand? Pitroda said
there should be wealth distribution...
What is Rahul Gandhi’s stand on that?
Pitroda has made statements against India
many times, not just once. But he is a men-
tor to Rahul Gandhi, from whom he takes
inspiration,” Thakur alleged.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

In a sweeping late-night administrative
reshuffle, the Uttar Pradesh
Government transferred 33 Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) offi-

cers, including two high-profile figures
whose movements have raised political
eyebrows — Kaushal Raj Sharma, the
Divisional Commissioner of Varanasi,
and Shishir, the long-serving Director of
the Information Department.

Kaushal Raj Sharma, often described as
a “yes man” of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has been moved to Lucknow as
Secretary in the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO). His transfer marks the end of a
significant era in Varanasi, the Prime
Minister’s parliamentary constituency,
where Sharma served for more than seven
years — first as District Magistrate and
later as Divisional Commissioner. Notably,
Sharma was once transferred in 2022 dur-
ing his tenure as DM, but the order was
abruptly cancelled following intervention
from the Prime Minister’s Office. That inci-
dent had cemented his image as someone
with strong backing from the highest lev-
els of power in Delhi.

However, recent murmurs within BJP
and RSS circles suggested dissatisfaction
with Sharma’s prolonged presence in
Varanasi. According to senior bureaucrat-
ic sources, the party leadership, including

RSS functionaries, had conveyed their con-
cerns, which ultimately led to his removal
— this time with the approval of the PMO.
The shift to the CMO in Lucknow is still
seen as a significant posting, but it marks
a subtle departure from Sharma’s tight con-
trol over one of the state’s most political-
ly sensitive cities.

Equally significant is the transfer of
Shishir, who had held the post of Director,
Information Department, for nearly seven
years. Known to be extremely close to
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Shishir
was instrumental in implementing the
state’s communication strategy and played
a pivotal role in high-profile events such
as the Investors Summit and the recently
concluded Maha Kumbh. His sudden
move to the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) and Export
Promotion Department, as Special
Secretary, has raised questions in bureau-
cratic and political circles. He has also been
given additional charge as CEO of the

Khadi and Village Industries Board — an
assignment seen as less influential com-
pared to his previous role.

Replacing Shishir is Vishal Singh, the
outgoing District Magistrate of Bhadohi.
Singh, who had earlier served as the
Municipal Commissioner of Ayodhya
and vice-chairman of the Ayodhya
Development Authority from 2020 to
2024, now assumes charge as Director,
Information. The reshuffle also brought
major changes in Lucknow. Inderjit Singh,
the outgoing Municipal Commissioner, has
been appointed Special Secretary in the
Power Department, and will simultaneous-
ly serve as Director of the Uttar Pradesh
New and Renewable Energy Development
Agency (UPNEDA) and Managing
Director of UP Renewable and EV
Infrastructure Ltd Gaurav Kumar, previ-
ously Chief Development Officer of
Prayagraj, takes over as the new Municipal
Commissioner of Lucknow.

In Varanasi, S Rajalingam, who had been
serving as District Magistrate, has now
been promoted to Divisional
Commissioner. Meanwhile, Satyendra
Kumar, earlier posted as Special Secretary
in the Chief Minister’s Office, has taken
over as the new District Magistrate of
Varanasi.

Other changes include the reassignment
of L Venkateswarlu, who relinquishes
charge of the Transport Department but

continues to serve as Managing Director
of the UP Administration and Planning
Academy, as well as Director of both the
State Rural Development Organisation and
the SC/ST Research and Training Institute.
Amit Gupta, currently Principal Secretary
for Stamp and Registration, has been given
additional charge of the Transport
Department.

In a string of other key postings, Prerna
Verma has been made Director of the State
Urban Development Agency, while
Abhishek Pandey takes over as the new
DM of Hapur. Sanjay Kumar Meena has
been appointed Vice-Chairperson of the
Meerut Development Authority.

The reshuffle impacted district magis-
trates across 11 districts, with new appoint-
ments in Azamgarh, Bareilly,
Ambedkarnagar, Ghazipur, Jhansi,
Mahoba, Kushinagar, Sant Kabir Nagar,
and Bhadohi. Additionally, new Chief
Development Officers were posted in
Gorakhpur, Prayagraj, and Shrawasti.
Officers such as Aryaka Akhouri were
moved to medical health as special secre-
tary, while Ujjwal Kumar has taken charge
as Managing Director of the UP Medical
Supply Corporation. Pulkit Khare, former-
ly with the planning department, now
heads the Skill Development Mission, and
Anubhav Singh becomes Vice-
Chairperson of the Moradabad
Development Authority.

Major bureaucratic shake-up in UP
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday said he
has asked police officials to take

action in accordance with law irrespec-
tive of whoever is involved. The CM’s
instruction came in connection with a
road rage incident in the city involving
a Wing Commander and a call centre
employee.

Stating that the IAF officer had made
“unwarranted and derogatory” remarks
about Karnataka and Kannadigas on
social media, displaying conduct that is
deeply disrespectful and inflammatory,
he highlighted that the inclusive spirit of
this land is well documented in history.

“I have asked officials to take action in
accordance with the law, whoever it is —
whether Wing Commander or anyone
else,” Siddaramaiah told reporters in
Mandya.

Noting that both sides have given
police complaints, he made it clear that
action would be taken in accordance with
the law.

Later in a post on ‘X’ Siddaramaiah
said, “In connection with a recent inci-
dent in CV Raman Nagar, Bengaluru,
Wing Commander Shiladitya Bose
assaulted a Kannadiga, Vikas Kumar, fol-

lowing a minor vehicle-related matter.
Subsequently, he made unwarranted and
derogatory remarks about Karnataka
and Kannadigas on social media, display-
ing conduct that is deeply disrespectful
and inflammatory.”

Kannadigas are proud of their moth-
er tongue, but they are not parochial or
intolerant. “It is not in our culture to
attack or abuse others over linguistic mat-
ters,” he said.

“Karnataka has a long and proud tra-
dition of embracing people from across
the country, treating them with respect,
and accepting them as one of our own.
The inclusive spirit of this land is well
documented in history,” he added.

An FIR has been registered against the
40-year-old IAF officer on charges of
attempt to murder, criminal intimidation
and voluntarily causing hurt based on a
counter-complaint by a call centre
employee, who was previously arrested
on the officer’s complaint in a road rage
incident, police said on Tuesday.

Shiladitya Bose, a Wing Commander
on Monday, recorded a video showing
himself bleeding and claimed that he was
attacked while he was en route to the air-
port along with his wife in their car, by
the call centre employee (Vikas Kumar),
who was on his bike.

‘One nation, one election’ to be win-win situation for country, says Anurag Thakur

Gujarat: Trainee pilot killed in plane crash

Flame and smoke rise up after a private company plane crashed in Amreli, Gujarat on Tuesday PTI

BJP MP Anurag Thakur along with senior BJP leaders during an event on the ‘One Nation One
Election’, at the party headquarters in Srinagar on Tuesday PTI

The reshuffle is being seen as a
politically strategic
administrative overhaul as the
government prepares for key
programs and potential
electoral developments ahead

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh continues to reel
under an intense heat wave as both
day and night temperatures

remain alarmingly high across the state.
With scorching sunlight and dry, hot
winds sweeping through the region, life
has become unbearable for millions of res-
idents, especially in eastern and western
Uttar Pradesh.

The Regional Meteorological Centre in
Lucknow has issued an orange alert for
Wednesday, warning of extreme heat con-
ditions and unusually warm nights in 40
districts, including Prayagraj, Varanasi,
Agra, Jhansi, Banda, and others.

On Tuesday, temperatures in more than
15 districts breached the 40 degrees
Celsius mark. In districts like Jhansi,
Hamirpur, Orai, and Banda, the condi-
tions were particularly harsh.

“We are witnessing a prolonged and
intensifying heat wave. The maximum
temperature is likely to increase by 2 to
4 degrees Celsius in the next three to four
days,” said Atul Kumar Singh, senior sci-

entist at the Regional Meteorological
Centre, Lucknow. “Some districts, includ-
ing Jhansi, may touch 45 degrees Celsius
very soon.” As the mercury soared, dis-
comfort among locals increased. Many are
struggling to get adequate sleep due to
sweltering night temperatures, a condi-
tion rarely experienced so early in the
summer.

“I could not sleep the whole night even
with the fan on,” said Rita Devi, a house-
wife from Varanasi. “The walls feel like
they are radiating heat. It is as if the day’s
heat has started staying back into the
night.”

“It is hard to step out even at 9 in the
morning. The winds feel like they are
burning your skin,” said Sunil Yadav, a
rickshaw puller in Kanpur. “Our earnings
have dropped too because people avoid
coming out in such weather.”

The heat wave warning spans a wide
swath of the state, covering districts
such as Banda, Chitrakoot, Kaushambi,
Prayagraj, Fatehpur, Sonbhadra, Varanasi,
Ballia, Mathura, Etawah, Aligarh, Jhansi,
and more. These areas are expected to

experience hot days with dry winds
(loo) and warmer-than-usual nights,
increasing the risk of heat stroke and other
related ailments.

Hospitals have also reported a rise in
cases of heat exhaustion and dehydration.

“We’re advising people to stay indoors,
drink plenty of fluids, and avoid exposure
to the sun during peak hours,” said Dr
Sameer Srivastava, a general physician in
Prayagraj. “Children and the elderly are
particularly vulnerable.”

Local authorities have begun setting up
water kiosks in busy areas, and govern-
ment advisories have been issued urging
schools to keep children hydrated and
avoid outdoor activities during the noon
hours. “We have shortened the school
timings and ensured every classroom has
access to cold drinking water,” said Neha
Saxena, principal of a private school in
Rae Bareli.

Meteorologists are closely monitoring
the situation, hoping for relief from dust
storms or pre-monsoon showers in the
coming weeks, though none are current-
ly forecasted.

Scorching heat grips Uttar Pradesh,
orange alert issued in 40 districts

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati has come down heavily on
both Central and state governments

over incidents of caste-based violence dur-
ing the birth anniversary celebrations of
Dr BR Ambedkar. In a series of tweets, she
condemned the attacks on Dalit proces-
sions and the disrespect shown to
Ambedkar’s statues, particularly high-
lighting a gruesome incident in Madhya
Pradesh’s Morena district.

Taking to social media platform X
(formerly Twitter), BSP supremo Mayawati
expressed deep concern over what she
called “shameful and condemnable” acts
of caste violence that marred Ambedkar
Jayanti celebrations in several Indian
states this year. She cited instances where
Ambedkar statues were dishonored and
peaceful processions were attacked by mis-
creants, leading to serious injuries and
fatalities. Referring specifically to Madhya
Pradesh’s Morena district, Mayawati point-
ed out that a Dalit man was killed and sev-
eral others were injured during an
Ambedkar Jayanti procession. She strong-
ly criticized the state government for its

failure to take swift and strict action against
the culprits, alleging a clear display of
insensitivity and negligence.

“These events expose the casteist char-
acter of the ruling regimes,” she wrote, urg-
ing both the Centre and the state govern-
ments to act sternly against such atrocities.
She also demanded justice for the Dalit vic-
tims and strict punishment for those
responsible.

Mayawati further accused mainstream
political parties of using Ambedkar’s lega-
cy to woo Dalit voters while ignoring their
plight in practice. “These governments and
parties organise grand events in
Ambedkar’s name only to mislead Dalits
for votes,” she said. She advised the Dalit
community to be wary of the “dual-
faced” parties that exploit their sentiments
for electoral gain.

Calling for an end to caste-based injus-
tice and atrocities, the BSP leader urged
immediate and strong legal action against
the perpetrators to ensure such incidents
are not repeated.

Her tweets have sparked sharp reactions
on social media, with many supporting her
call for justice, while others criticised the
politicisation of a tragic issue.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday
held meetings with several

Union ministers in the national capital
to discuss the ongoing Polavaram pro-
ject and the establishment of a high
court bench in Kurnool.

Naidu, who arrived in Delhi late
Monday after his European holiday, met
separately with Union Jal Shakti
Minister C R Patil, Union Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal and Union
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal.

According to official sources, the
chief minister discussed technical issues
concerning the Polavaram project,
which is currently under active con-
struction. In his meeting with Meghwal,
Naidu emphasised the need for a sep-
arate permanent high court bench at
Kurnool to address the large backlog of
cases. The appointment of judges to the
Andhra Pradesh High Court was also
discussed.

Andhra Pradesh

CM Naidu meets

with several

Union ministers 

Mayawati slams Centre
over caste-based violence 

Karnataka CM ask officials
to take action in IAF case

OBC candidates selected for government jobs
wait for appointments even after six years  
GIRISH SHARMA n Bhopal

Thousands of OBC candidates in
Madhya Pradesh, who were select-
ed for government jobs under the

increased 27 per cent reservation
announced in 2018, are still waiting for
their appointments, even after nearly six
years. The situation has left aspirants
across the state frustrated and disillu-
sioned, as the legal dispute over the reser-
vation hike continues to linger in the
Supreme Court.

In 2018, the Congress government had
increased OBC reservation in government
jobs and education from 14 per cent to
27 per cent, pushing the total reservation
in the state to 63 per cent. The move
sparked political support among back-
ward communities, but it also triggered
a legal battle initiated by the organisation
Youth for Equality, which challenged the
decision in the Madhya Pradesh High
Court, citing the Supreme Court’s 50 per
cent cap on reservations as laid down in
the Indra Sawhney vs Union of India
(1992) judgment.

While the Madhya Pradesh High Court
ultimately upheld the government’s deci-

sion, saying the state had justified the need
for enhanced reservation, Youth for
Equality escalated the matter to the
Supreme Court, where the case remains
pending.

As a result, recruitment lists from 2018
and onward — particularly those involv-
ing OBC candidates selected under the 27
per cent quota — have not been fully
implemented, leaving thousands in limbo.
The government selected 27 per cent
OBC candidates, but recruited only 14 per
cent and 13 per cent were kept on hold.

“We fulfilled every requirement, cleared
exams, and got selected. Yet, we’ve been
waiting for years without any clarity from
the government,” said Rahul Verma
(name changed), who was selected for a
clerical position in 2019 and is still
awaiting his appointment.

The OBC Mahasabha has strongly crit-
icised the delay in appointments. “This is
not just a bureaucratic delay — it’s a
betrayal of constitutional rights. The 27
per cent quota was legally implemented,
and aspirants selected under it must be
given their due,” said Dr. Rajesh Kumar,
a national spokesperson of the OBC
Mahasabha. “Thousands of families are

suffering because of this inaction.”
On the other hand, Youth for Equality

maintains its position against the policy.
“We are not against any community, but
we oppose the violation of constitution-
al norms. The total reservation crossing
50 per cent sets a dangerous precedent,”
said Anupam Yadav, a representative of
the organisation. “We trust the Supreme
Court to uphold the principle of equali-
ty and merit.”

The state government has so far
refrained from issuing a blanket order on
pending appointments, citing the matter
as sub judice. However, legal experts point
out that the delay in implementing selec-
tions made under a law upheld by the
High Court raises serious administrative
concerns.

While speaking to The Pioneer,
Madhya Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Rajendra Shukla stated that it was the BJP
government in the State that presented its
stance in the High Court in support of
OBCs. He added that a few petitions are
still pending before the Supreme Court,
and once the apex court delivers its ver-
dict, the state government will implement
the 27 per cent quota for OBCs in full.



BY SAKSHI SETHI

Overthinking is a subtle but destructive habit that many
people silently suffer from. It often disguises itself
as caution or deep reflection, but in truth, it's a men-

tal loop that traps individuals in cycles of worry, doubt, and
inaction. While it may seem like a method of preparation
or problem-solving, overthinking is far from harmless —
it quietly undermines peace of mind, self-confidence, rela-
tionships, and even opportunities.

What begins as a desire to make the right choice or pre-
pare for future outcomes quickly spirals into obsessive think-
ing. The mind replays conversations, dissects every detail,
and invents endless “what ifs” and “should haves.” 

Instead of arriving at clarity, individuals find themselves
stuck in a loop of mental noise that prevents real progress.
A 2013 study published in the Journal of Abnormal
Psychology found that overthinking is closely linked with
anxiety and depression. Repetitive negative thinking was
shown to be a shared factor in many mental health issues.
This highlights that overthinking isn't just an annoying quirk
— it's a serious risk factor that drains emotional energy, lim-
its engagement with real life, and inhibits personal
growth.Overthinkers often question every decision they
make, fearing failure or embarrassment. This undermines

self-trust, making even small choices feel high-stakes. When
someone begins to believe that every decision must be per-
fect, they become paralysed by the fear of imperfection, hold-
ing themselves back from growth, both personally and pro-
fessionally. Relationships are also affected. Overthinkers tend
to overanalyse texts, tones, or expressions, often creating neg-
ative narratives. A delayed response from a friend can spi-
ral into “They're mad at me,” or “I must've said something
wrong.” These imagined scenarios create emotional distance,
tension, and unnecessary stress, making it hard to connect
authentically. On top of that, the constant mental activity
can interfere with sleep, leading to insomnia or disrupted
rest, which further affects emotional well-being. So what fuels
this habit of overthinking? At its core, overthinking is dri-
ven by fear — the fear of failure, of being judged, of losing
control. 

Often, these fears stem from past experiences where mis-
takes were punished or outcomes were unpredictable. As a
coping mechanism, the brain tries to take control by play-
ing out every possible scenario. Ironically, this attempt at
control results in more chaos and mental fatigue.To escape
the grip of overthinking, the first step is awareness. You can't
change what you don't recognise. Start by observing your
thought patterns and identifying when helpful reflection
turns into rumination. The next step is to disrupt the cycle.
One effective technique is to set a “thinking deadline.” For
instance, give yourself 30 minutes to evaluate a decision,
weigh the pros and cons, and then make a choice. This
method trains your brain to move from overanalysis to

action.Journaling is another powerful tool. Writing down
your thoughts gets them out of your head and onto paper,
immediately reducing their emotional charge. It also
engages the logical part of the brain, helping you process
emotions more constructively. 

Cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT), a scientifically sup-
ported method, is built around this very idea — challeng-
ing irrational thoughts and replacing them with more real-
istic, balanced perspectives. Most importantly, take action.
Overthinking convinces us to wait until we feel perfectly
ready, but clarity often comes after we start. Even the small-
est step — sending a message, making a phone call, begin-
ning a project — can break the mental gridlock and build
momentum. 

We begin to see that the consequences of our decisions
are rarely as catastrophic as we imagine, and even when
things go wrong, we gain experience and resilience.
Building trust in yourself is crucial. Each small, confident
decision reinforces your capability. Along the way, practis-
ing self-compassion helps loosen the grip of perfectionism.
You don't need to be flawless or have all the answers. Life
is unpredictable by nature, and embracing that truth allows
space for peace and growth. In the end, overthinking drains
our most valuable resources — time and mental peace. It
disguises itself as preparation but only delays action and post-
pones growth. Life isn't meant to be overanalysed — it's
meant to be lived fully and authentically.
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Amid the intensifying India–China
battle for influence in Sri Lanka,
New Delhi has reason to be satis-
fied following the recent two-day

state visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the island nation during which econom-
ic, defence, and energy ties with an impor-
tant neighbour were shored up. India’s
strategic interests are intrinsically tied with
those of Sri Lanka, hence the need to main-
tain close and robust bilateral relations with
it. New Delhi also sought to convey to the
Anura Kumara Dissanayake — led
Government the message, yet again, that it
can reap greater benefits from India, which
is a reliable friend.

The underlying message herein being that
China isn’t one. It was also conveyed to
Colombo once again that protecting India’s
security interests as well as its own should
be of paramount importance. Towards this
end, New Delhi also extracted from
President Dissanayake an assurance, yet
again, that he will keep in mind India’s secu-
rity interests.

To New Delhi’s undoubted relief, President
Dissanayake reiterated that he will not
allow Sri Lankan territory to be used in any
manner that will threaten India’s security
interests. For now, the Dissanayake
Government appears to be walking the talk
on this account going by news reports that
Sri Lanka cancelled a joint naval exercise
with India’s arch-foe Pakistan, which was to
be held in the waters off the strategically
located Trincomalee, not too far from the
Indian coastline. But not before New Delhi
intervened and made its security concerns
known, following which the exercise —
which was to have been held around the
dates PM Modi was to visit the island nation
— was scrapped. Given its strategic imper-
atives in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), it’s
essential for New Delhi to consolidate its
influence in Sri Lanka where India no longer
holds sole sway, and to maintain robust ties
with the new Government in place there.

In its outreach to the island nation, New
Delhi is also seeking to burnish its creden-
tials as a leader of the Global South, project-
ing itself as a dependable partner for nations
facing economic hardship, and who need not
fear falling into a debt trap as is often the case
when they avail of loans from China.

During the PM’s visit, there was also
important messaging for Colombo about the
perils of hob-nobbing too closely with
Beijing, with PM Modi stating during the
visit, “We have shared security interests. The
security of both countries is inter-connect-
ed and co-dependent.” As a maritime neigh-
bour in the Indian Ocean straddling vital sea

lanes, New Delhi knows that Chinese expan-
sionism can pose a strategic threat to both
India and Sri Lanka.

The spreading tentacles of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) in Sri Lanka too have
given New Delhi sleepless nights. As China’s
footprints in Sri Lanka increase, New Delhi

knows well that it can-
not afford to let its
guard down vis-à-vis
Beijing as the latter
builds deep inroads
into India’s immediate
and extended neigh-
bourhood.

This has forced
India to redouble its
efforts to ramp up its
engagement and pro-

vide all manner of development assistance
to countries in its neighbourhood so that
they remain within its sphere of influence.
In the case of Sri Lanka, India provided
financial assistance totalling $4.5 billion in
2022 and 2023 to it during its post-pandem-
ic economic meltdown. This played a vital
role in helping Sri Lanka obtain an IMF
bailout. India’s outreach to the Dissanayake
Government has also seen it convert $20.66
million given as lines of credit into grant
assistance to reduce Sri Lanka’s debt burden.
All this, plus New Delhi’s willingness to help
Sri Lanka achieve economic stability, is pos-
sibly what has helped it forge close ties thus
far with the Dissanayake Government.

Despite pursuing a policy of ‘Neighbourhood
First,’ India’s strategic space in the IOR is
increasingly shrinking amidst a relentless
Chinese onslaught. Though India has coined
the new term ‘Mahasagar’ (Mutual and
Holistic Advancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions) replacing the ear-
lier coinage of ‘Sagar’ (Security and Growth
for All) for countries in the IOR, contain-
ing China’s influence remains a challenge.
India’s efforts don’t always bear fruit, espe-
cially when China-leaning Governments are
in power in the neighbourhood. Besides, the
offer of Chinese loans and financial assis-
tance to build infrastructure is too tempt-
ing to resist for cash-strapped neighbours of
India struggling to execute mega projects.

In the case of Sri Lanka, the Left-leaning
Dissanayake has adroitly managed to balance
his country’s diplomatic ties with the two
Asian giants in the six months since he took
charge. It also means that the island nation
for now is seeking to reap the benefits from
the fierce India–China rivalry in Sri Lanka
and the wider IOR. So if Dissanayake ear-
lier this year managed to secure the largest-
ever FDI (foreign direct investment) of $3.7
billion for his country from China for a state-
of-the-art oil refinery at Hambantota to be
built by Sinopec, he’s being wooed by India
as well in the area of energy security. PM
Modi’s visit saw the joint launch of the plan
to build the Sampur solar power plant.

It will be developed by the Trincomalee
Power Company, which is a joint venture

between Ceylon Electricity Board and India’s
NTPC. To boost the island nation’s energy
security, all the more imperative as it went
through a crippling forex crisis post the pan-
demic — which meant huge fuel shortages
— the visit saw a tripartite agreement
between India, Sri Lanka, and the UAE to
develop Trincomalee as a regional energy
hub. India needs to consolidate its foothold
in Trincomalee on the island nation’s east-
ern coast and keep China at bay. With its
huge natural harbour, Trincomalee is of
immense geo-strategic import and has the
potential to be developed as a naval base.
India is also already jointly redeveloping with
Sri Lanka World War II — era strategic oil
tank farms in Trincomalee. Apart from
Trincomalee, New Delhi is also keeping a
close eye on another strategic port, the one
in Kankesanthurai, which lies not too far
away from the Indian coastline. The port in
Sri Lanka’s Tamil-dominated northern
province is close to the Indian coastline and
is being “rehabilitated” with a $61.5 million
grant assistance from India. Given its vital
security stakes in Sri Lanka, a defence coop-
eration agreement with the island nation, the
first between the two countries, inked dur-
ing the visit would also help India counter
Chinese moves in the region.

After all, China’s hegemonic ambitions
present a real and present danger to India
and indeed the entire IOR.

India bolsters ties with Sri Lanka
As China deepens its presence through major investments, India is doubling down to protect its strategic 

interests — offering aid, infrastructure to send a message that it is Sri Lanka’s most reliable partner
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A cultural gesture or

a strategic reachout?

Munambam, the jewel of Vypeen
Island in Kochi, is a picturesque
suburban area nestled along the

Arabian Sea. However, it has now become
the Achilles’ heel of Kerala. In 1902, Abdul
Sattar, a prominent member of the Kutchi
Memon community — a Muslim trading
group from Gujarat that had migrated to
the state — was granted a lease for over
400 acres of land in Munambam by the
princely state that governed the area.
Later, in 1948, his close relative
Mohammed Siddique Sait registered the
deed, and in 1950, he endowed the land
to Farook College in Kozhikode.

Over time, the college sold portions of
the land to various encroacher–occupants.
In 1971, the Paravur Sub Court ruled that
the land was covered under a formal waqf
deed. This decision was upheld by the
Kerala High Court in 1975. Reports sub-
mitted by the Ernakulam Collectors to the
High Court in 2008 and 2009 also con-
firmed the land’s waqf status.
Subsequently, in 2019, the Kerala Waqf

Board formally registered the property as
waqf, effectively nullifying all previous land
sales. Amid the ensuing confusion, numer-
ous tourist resorts have been established
on the disputed land. The residents of the
area — primarily Latin Catholic fisherfolk —
have been staging a relay hunger strike for
over 175 days, demanding recognition of
their revenue rights over the land they have
long inhabited. Unfortunately, the issue
has been framed as a Christian–Muslim
conflict, driven by partisan political narra-
tives that now threaten Kerala’s communal
harmony. Union Minister Kiran Rijiju, dur-
ing his speech in Parliament while intro-
ducing the Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2025,
stated that the Munambam issue would
be resolved in favour of the residents once
the Act came into force. These statements
reflect a lack of sincere intent to address
the serious concerns of the affected resi-
dents. A respected Archbishop recently
told the media that the hope for a resolu-
tion now lies with the State Government.

— HARIDARSAN RAJAN | KOZHIKODE

A BREWING CRISIS THREATENING
KERALA’S COMMUNAL HARMONY

Deeply Pained by the Passing of His Holiness Pope Francis.
Pope Francis will always be remembered as a beacon of
compassion, humility, and spiritual courage by millions across
the world. From a young age, he devoted himself towards
realising the ideals of Lord Christ. He diligently served the
poor and downtrodden. For those who were suffering, he
ignited a spirit of hope.

PRIME MMINISTER NNARENDRA MMODI

TAKE

Leaderspeak

PARUL
CHANDRA

( The author is Senior Journalist. 
Views are personal)

(The writer is an educator. 
Views are personal)

United States Vice President JD Vance’s three-day visit to India
might appear on the surface as a cultural homecoming for
his family, but beneath the surface lies a layer of strategic

nuance that reflects the evolving dynamics of India-US relations —
particularly amid the backdrop of Donald Trump’s sanctions 
policy. Vance’s India trip is being billed as a family-focused tour, with
cultural visits to Jaipur and Agra aimed at helping his children con-
nect with their Indian heritage through their mother, Usha
Chilukuri Vance. 

However, even such personal diplomacy carries weight. As the high-
est-ranking US official to visit India under the current administra-
tion, his presence alone sends a strong signal: despite recent tensions
and Trump-era trade policy headwinds, the US values its long-term
strategic relationship with India.

While the official itinerary includes only one major formal engage-
ment — a meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi followed by
a state dinner — the subtext of that conversation is expected to be
significant. Trade negotiations between the two nations remain in
a delicate phase, especially with Trump’s reciprocal tariffs on Indian
goods paused only temporarily until July.  The resumption or removal
of those tariffs hinges on political will from both sides. Vance’s visit
offers a diplomatic window for quiet discussions, signalling a will-
ingness from Washington to keep dialogue channels open even if
the Trump administration’s broader rhetoric leans toward econom-
ic nationalism.

Vance’s visit comes just weeks after Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard’s trip to India, indicating a deliberate stag-
gered engagement from Trump’s key officials. Vance’s attendance at
regional and business forums in Jaipur, including a speech at the
Rajasthan International Centre, and his interactions with political
figures, provide an opportunity to reinforce bilateral ties beyond just
military or economic frameworks. 

His presence also comes at a time when Modi is preparing for a
high-profile visit to Saudi Arabia, underscoring how both nations
are recalibrating their global engagements and seeking balance in a
multipolar world order. Vance’s India stop, sandwiched between Italy
and other key visits, thus plays a quiet yet strategic role in maintain-
ing American visibility in the Indo-Pacific theatre.

By prioritising a family-led cultural immersion alongside limit-
ed political engagements, Vance is walking a fine line. It’s a display
of soft power — highlighting shared values, people-to-people ties,
and the significance of diaspora connections —  while also reaffirm-
ing the transactional, interests-based nature of current US foreign
policy under Trump. 

The symbolic guard of honour, shopping trips for Indian handi-
crafts, and visits to Jaipur’s heritage sites are diplomatic gestures that
soften the harder edges of policy friction. This duality makes Vance’s
visit a potent blend of optics and opportunity. Whether Vance’s trip
translates into tangible outcomes on trade or security remains to be
seen.  But the fact that his first visit to India is being positioned as
a cultural one, while quietly engaging on serious policy matters,
reflects the Biden-Trump transition’s lingering complexities — and
how Vance is being groomed not just as a vice president, but as a
statesman with cross-cultural appeal. 

In a time of strained alliances and recalibrated partnerships, JD
Vance’s India visit is a quiet assertion: that while policy may shift,
relationships endure — and sometimes, it’s the personal visits that
pave the way for political resets. As India and the United States nav-
igate a landscape marked by shifting alliances and political flux, vis-
its like Vance’s offer more than ceremonial value. They signal intent,
test the waters of diplomacy and often sow the seeds for future pol-
icy recalibration. In an age when optics can drive narrative, such sym-
bolic overtures may well prove to be the quiet bridges over turbu-
lent geopolitical waters.

JD Vance’s 3-day visit to India is more than a
family trip. It’s a message

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.

SY Quraishi and the politics of identity
Madam — Former Chief Election Commissioner SY
Quraishi responded firmly to BJP MP Nishikant Dubey’s
recent remark labelling him a “Muslim Commissioner.” On
Monday, April 21, Quraishi stated his unwavering belief
in an India where individuals are defined by their contri-
butions, not their religious identities. He noted that for
some, such identities are used to push hateful political nar-
ratives. Quraishi served India with distinction as Chief
Election Commissioner from July 2010 to June 2012.
During his tenure, he introduced key reforms such as the
creation of a Voter Education Division and Expenditure
Control Division, and he founded the India International
Institute of Democracy and Election Management. 

A proud member of the Haryana cadre of the IAS,
Quraishi’s public service career is a model of integrity and
dedication. His work has been recognised by many, includ-
ing Dr Gopalkrishna Gandhi, the distinguished grandson
of Mahatma Gandhi and C Rajagopalachari. Dr Gandhi
lauded Quraishi’s efforts to uphold the values of India's con-
stitutional institutions. Dubey’s inflammatory comment fol-
lowed Quraishi’s criticism of the Waqf (Amendment) Act,
which he described as a “sinister and evil plan” to seize
Muslim lands. In a time when hate speech threatens the
fabric of democracy, voices like Quraishi’s serve as crucial
reminders of the constitutional values India must contin-
ue to uphold.                          BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI   

Rohit Sharma’s wankhede moment
Madam — There could be no better timing than this for
Indian cricket captain Rohit Sharma. Soon after the Mumbai
Cricket Association honoured him by naming a stand after
him at Wankhede Stadium, he delivered a stunning unbeat-
en 76-run knock against Chennai Super Kings, featuring
four boundaries and six sixes. 

His performance not only secured victory but also pushed
Mumbai Indians up to sixth place on the IPL points table.
From a young boy in Borivali known for breaking window
panes to a cricketing legend who has broken records on
the global stage, Rohit’s rise is truly inspirational. 

His success stems from a passion for the game and an
unrelenting commitment to his team, not personal mile-
stones.

What sets Rohit apart is his leadership, consistency, and
ability to inspire. He is the only Indian cricketer to win two
T20 World Cups — once as a player, once as captain —
and has led the team to multiple ICC titles.

He is also the only player with three double centuries
in ODIs and holds records for the most international sixes
and the highest ODI score. 

A fearless and flamboyant cricketer, Rohit Sharma’s name
now fittingly graces a stand at Wankhede. When he bats,
it’s nothing short of a festival for fans — an experience of
joy, energy, and unforgettable moments.

G DAVID MILTON | MARUTHANCODE

Nurturing emotional bonds
Madam —  Recent scientific research lends weight to poet
William Wordsworth’s timeless observation that “the child
is father of the man.” A study conducted by King’s College
London, Duke University, and the University of
Osloemphasises that children given the right emotion-
al support can positively influence society as a whole. It
is troubling to see that emotional bonds within families
are weakening. The lure of seductive technologies is iso-
lating children from authentic human interaction,
inhibiting essential emotional and intellectual qualities
such as empathy, compassion, and kindness.

In the 21st century, children are often subjected to rigid
schedules and academic pressure, leaving little time for
meaningful connection with their parents. Given the rise
in societal violence, insecurity, and alienation, even small
acts of kindness — whether a warm gesture, kind word,
or embrace — can serve as seeds for empathy and
resilience. In a world increasingly fragmented by ego,
hatred, and authoritarianism, the parent-child relation-
ship remains a powerful antidote to many of humanity’s
ills. Emotional support fosters empathy, resilience, and
compassion — qualities essential for a humane society.
As technology and pressure erode connection, small acts
of love within families can counteract alienation and help
shape a more compassionate, unified future.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR | TAMIL NADU



India’s agricultural sector, the backbone of rural
livelihoods, is at a critical juncture. The tran-
sition to modern and mechanised farming is
no longer a choice but is necessary to ensure

food security, optimise productivity, and improve
farmers’ incomes. Yet, a significant bottleneck ham-
pers this transition — the irrational Goods and
Services Tax (GST) structure on tractors and other
agri-implements.

Today, farm equipment is taxed at 12 per cent,
more than a luxury watch is taxed at 5 per cent. For
a small or marginal farmer purchasing a low-horse-
power tractor costing `5-7 lakh, this means pay-
ing `60,000 to `84,000 upfront as GST alone — a
prohibitive cost for most. This, in turn, delays the
mechanisation process in areas where it is needed
the most.
Pre-GST Scenario Was More
Farmer-Friendly
Before the implementation of GST on July 1, 2017,
tractors and most agri-implements were exempt
from excise duties and subject to only 4-6 per cent
Value Added Tax (VAT), depending on the state.
Fertilisers, an essential element of agriculture, were
previously taxed at 6 per cent (1 per cent excise and
5  per cent VAT). In the GST regime, the introduc-
tion of a 12 per cent GST rate on fertilisers was
reduced to 5 per cent. However, on agricultural
machinery still, 12 per cent GST disrupted the
affordability landscape, disproportionately impact-
ing small and marginal farmers, who make up over
86 per cent of India’s total landholdings and are
responsible for producing more than 60 per cent
of the country’s food grains.

While GST has unified the country’s indirect tax
system, it has also inadvertently penalised these vul-
nerable farmers by making essential farm tools more
expensive. Rationalising GST to 5 per cent or even
zero for tractors, their components, and agri-imple-
ments would significantly ease their financial bur-
den and accelerate rural mechanisation. 

Haryana’s Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini has
recently written to the Union Finance and
Agriculture Minister seeking GST exemption on 10
essential farm implements like rotavators, zero-till
drills, super-seeders, straw-balers, and tractor-
mounted spray pumps — a move and other states
CMs should also collectively endorse.
Policy Contradictions: Subsidise on
One Hand, Tax on the Other
The contradiction is glaring. The Government’s flag-
ship schemes, like the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(RKVY) and the Sub-Mission on Agricultural
Mechanisation (SMAM), offer subsidies of up to 50
per cent on machinery such as tractors, combine
harvesters, sugarcane harvesters, cotton pickers, for
establishing custom hiring centres (CHCs) and also
to individual farmers for buying pump sets, trac-
tor mounted sprayers, zero till and seed drills. Yet,
these efforts are undermined when the same
equipment attracts a steep GST rate.

A reduced GST rate on farm machinery will
empower smallholder farmers and reduce the
Government’s subsidy burden. Lowering upfront
taxes means farmers can buy machines at more rea-
sonable prices, translating into more minor subsidy
requirements for the Government.

Inconsistencies in
the Green Energy
Push
The policy incongruities
extend to the renewable
energy sector as well.
Renewable energy devices
such as solar panels, biogas
plants, and windmill com-
ponents attract only 5 per
cent GST to promote sus-
tainability. Electric vehicles
(EVs) also enjoy a 5 per cent
GST and a 15 per cent dis-
count on third-party insur-

ance premiums. Yet, electric tractors — vital for
reducing agriculture’s carbon footprint — are
taxed at 12 per cent GST, the same as diesel trac-
tors, and do not qualify for any insurance premi-

um relief. According to a study by the International
Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT), aligning
electric tractors with EV incentives could reduce
the price gap between electric and diesel tractors
by nearly 40 per cent, helping India make a 
greener shift in agriculture.
The Urgency for Mechanisation
Mechanisation is the key to addressing India’s agri-
cultural productivity paradox. Despite India being
the world’s second-largest agricultural producer,
only 47 per cent of its farming processes are mech-
anised, compared to 95 per cent in the United States,
75 per cent in Brazil, and 57 per cent in China. At
this pace, India will need at least 25 more years to
reach comparable levels.

Labour shortages due to rural-to-urban migra-
tion have further exacerbated the crisis. The share
of the agricultural workforce has dropped from 
59 per cent in 1991 to just 39 per cent in 2023.
Mechanisation is essential to offset this shrinking
labour force, increase yields, reduce drudgery, and
make farming more attractive to rural youth.
Limited uptake
Tractors dominate India’s farm equipment market,

while implements such as harvesters, seed drills,
tillers, and planters account for only 15-20 per cent
of the market share. This limited uptake is due to
the prohibitive costs and a lack of awareness about
the productivity benefits of modern equipment.

The Government and multilateral agencies are
already focusing on mechanisation schemes.
However, these interventions will not reach their
full potential unless complemented by lower tax-
ation.

Farm mechanisation is not merely about replac-
ing manual labour; it is about optimising inputs,
improving efficiency, and securing rural incomes
in a challenging agrarian landscape. It is time for
the GST Council to undertake an urgent review of
agri-implement tax slabs. A uniform GST rate of
5 per cent or zero on all agricultural machinery and
their components would make mechanisation
affordable for small and marginal farmers, stim-
ulate demand in under-mechanised regions,
encourage the adoption of green technologies like 
electric tractors, and reduce Government subsidy
outflows in the long run. The ‘magical’ character
of farm mechanisation needs a booster dose.
Rationalising GST will empower farmers, create
rural entrepreneurship opportunities via CHCs, and
help India achieve sustainable development goals.
It will bridge the mechanisation gap and unlock
the true potential of Indian agriculture.
Mechanisation is the future, but affordability is the
key.

India’s agricultural future hinges on widespread
mechanisation, yet high GST rates on essential farm
equipment act as a major roadblock. Small and
marginal farmers — who form over 86 per cent of
India’s agrarian base — are unfairly burdened by
the 12 per cent GST on tractors and implements,
a rate higher than that on luxury items. This pol-
icy contradiction undermines Government subsi-
dies offered through schemes like RKVY and
SMAM, inflating costs and stalling progress.
Haryana’s call for GST exemption on key imple-
ments is a step in the right direction that other states
must support. The mismatch extends to green tech-
nologies too — electric tractors face the same GST
rate as diesel ones, with none of the incentives that
electric vehicles enjoy. This hinders both afford-
ability and sustainability goals. 

Meanwhile, India’s mechanisation rate lags
behind other major agricultural economies, slowed
further by rural labour shortages and high upfront
machinery costs. Rationalising GST to 5 per cent
or zero for all agricultural equipment is critical. It
would ease financial pressure on farmers, reduce
Government subsidy burdens, and accelerate the
adoption of both conventional and green technolo-
gies. Mechanisation is not a luxury — it’s a neces-
sity. Affordability, enabled through fair taxation,
is the key to unlocking a more productive, sustain-
able, and prosperous agricultural future.

The recent amendment to the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005, through
the Digital Personal Data Protection

(DPDP) Act, 2023, marks a pivotal retreat
from the transparency regime that India
painstakingly built over nearly two decades.
By shielding personal information under a
blanket exemption, the Modi Government
has altered the balance between privacy and
the public’s right to know.  

The operation of the RTI Act — informed
by several judgments by the Supreme Court
and High Courts — has shown that 
personal information not related to public
activity was already protected.

It underlines that there was already suf-
ficient judicial restraint in place to protect
genuinely private data. Landmark rulings
like Girish Deshpande vs CIC (2013), and
the Puttaswamy (2017) privacy judgment,
drew clear boundaries between personal
data and information relevant to public
interest. Courts consistently held that unless
the disclosure of personal information
served a larger public cause, it should be
denied. 

Therefore, the amendment was not need-
ed and shows legislative overreach, reflect-
ing mistrust in judicial discretion. It signals
a shift from a principle-based regime to a
bureaucratic shield where no scrutiny is pos-
sible. The amendment now legalises the
denial of information that courts had ear-
lier allowed when public interest was evi-
dent-setting a regressive precedent that may
encourage arbitrariness and corruption.

The SC judgment reinforces that safe-
guarding personal privacy and promoting
institutional transparency are not mutual-
ly exclusive but are jointly essential.

This point underscores a vital democ-
ratic balance. The Supreme Court, especial-
ly in the Puttaswamy case, held that pri-
vacy is a fundamental right but not an
absolute one; it must be balanced with
transparency, especially when public inter-
est is involved. The original RTI Act
embodied this balance by permitting the
release of personal information where larg-
er institutional accountability or public
interest was at stake. 

The amendment breaks this balance by
giving unchecked primacy to privacy, even
when it is used as a smokescreen to hide
inefficiency, nepotism, or corruption. For
instance, public access to officials’ atten-
dance, disciplinary records, or property

details — which can reveal disproportion-
ate assets — would now be blocked. 
The implication is that institutions become
unanswerable to the public, reducing the 
citizen’s role from a watchdog to a mute

spectator.
The sweeping

changes have been
introduced through
the Digital Personal
Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023,
which amended
Section 8(1)(j) of the
RTI Act. Earlier, this
section exempted dis-
closure of personal
information unless
there was an overrid-
ing public interest.
The amendment
removes this public

interest override and comprehensively
exempts all personal data from disclosure
under RTI, regardless of its connection to

public duties. It is a fundamental shift from
a “case-by-case” evaluation to an “absolute
bar” on access to personal information,
thereby hollowing out the core of the RTI
regime. 

The implication is grave: details about the
conduct, performance, assets, and public
duties of Government officials — even when
crucial to detect corruption-can now be
shielded from public scrutiny under the
excuse of “Privacy”. It turns the RTI from a
transparency-enabling instrument into a tool
riddled with opaque exemptions, 
undermining citizens’ ability to hold officials
accountable.

This proviso was a crucial equaliser — it
mandated that any information which 
cannot be denied to Parliament or a State
Legislature should not be denied to 
a citizen. 

Its removal gives disproportionate access
to legislators while stripping ordinary 
citizens of equal standing in accessing
information. It opens the doors for selective
transparency, where MPs and MLAs can

access sensitive Government information
while citizens are stonewalled. This defeats
the spirit of the RTI Act, of 2005 which was
built on the idea that transparency is not a
privilege but a right. 

The move indicates a central tendency to
empower the political class at the cost of
democratic equity. It also allows the bureau-
cracy to selectively disclose information to
suit political interests while denying the same
to activists, journalists, or public-spirited
individuals.

This technical change has a wide-rang-
ing impact. By using the DPDP Act to
amend Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, the
Government has effectively introduced a
data protection regime that overrides the
RTI’s foundational purpose-access to pub-
lic information. The phrase “all personal
information” is undefined and absolute,
allowing information officers to deny almost
anything under the guise of personal data. 

Details such as educational qualifications,
performance appraisals, transfer postings,
and reasons for disciplinary action can all

now be denied, even if such data expose
abuse of power or fraud. This will 
embolden non-performance, discourage
whistle-blowers, and limit the ability of jour-
nalists, lawyers, or citizens to demand
accountability. In essence, it turns a demo-
cratic law into a bureaucratic fortress.

The Modi Government claims that legal
obligations under RTI remain unaffected but
this assertion is misleading. Section 44(3)
of the DPDP Act directly amends the RTI
Act itself, thereby altering the 
legal obligation. 

There is a common perception amongst
the citizens having consciousness about the
RTI Act that the center should pause and
review the amendment which reflects a
broader democratic concern as it will dilute
the purpose of the entire process of seeking
information. The vociferous demand to
reconsider the amendment is a red flag from
the opposition and civil society as these
changes are not about protecting privacy but
about restricting scrutiny. 

The repeal demand stems from fears that
the Government is creating an architecture
of secrecy behind the smokescreen of data
protection. If allowed to persist, this may
institutionalise opacity and convert public
institutions into information black 
holes-something antithetical to 
participatory democracy.

The RTI Act was a landmark law that was
an unprecedented achievement of the 
people’s movement under Magsaysay win-
ner, Aruna Roy that democratised access to
governance and brought the citizen to the
center of accountability. By altering its core
provisions, the Modi Government risks
reversing this progress. 

While data protection is necessary in the
digital age, it should not come at the cost of
institutional transparency. Instead of 
finding a nuanced balance, the Government
has chosen to impose blanket opacity. 

The implications go far beyond 
legalese-they erode the foundations of a
transparent republic, where the citizen has
the right to question power. This 
amendment must be revisited, reviewed, and
if necessary, repealed to restore the 
sanctity of the RTI Act.

KS
TOMAR

RTI amendment erodes transparency
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As rural labour dwindles and food security demands rise, mechanisation is no longer optional — it’s imperative. Yet the very tools needed to
modernise farming are taxed more than luxury items, placing an unjust burden on small and marginal farmers

By removing the public interest safeguard from Section 8(1)(j), the amendment now imposes a blanket exemption on all personal data — even when
linked to public duties — thereby crippling the citizen’s ability to hold public officials accountable

(The writer is  Chairman of ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council. Views are personal)

(The writer is a senior political analyst and Ex
Chairperson of the Standing Committee of All-State

Public Service Commissions in India. 
Views are personal)
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Why India must cut GST on farm equipment?
FIRST
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INDIA'S AGRICULTURAL FUTURE
HINGES ON WIDESPREAD

MECHANISATION, YET HIGH GST
RATES ON ESSENTIAL FARM

EQUIPMENT ACT AS A MAJOR
ROADBLOCK. SMALL AND

MARGINAL FARMERS — ARE
UNFAIRLY BURDENED BY THE 12

PER CENT GST ON TRACTORS AND
IMPLEMENTS, A RATE HIGHER THAN

THAT ON LUXURY ITEMS.

THE AMENDMENT BREAKS
THIS BALANCE BY GIVING
UNCHECKED PRIMACY TO

PRIVACY, EVEN WHEN IT IS
USED AS A SMOKESCREEN

TO HIDE INEFFICIENCY,
NEPOTISM, OR CORRUPTION.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kyiv

Russian drones battered the
Ukrainian port city of Odesa in a
nighttime attack, local authorities
said Tuesday, less than 24 hours

after a purported Easter ceasefire unilat-
erally declared by Moscow ended and just
over a day before Ukrainian, British,
French and US officials are due to meet in
London to discuss the war.

Anticipation is building over whether
diplomatic efforts can stop more than three
years of fighting since Russia’s full-scale
invasion of its neighbour. 

Trump said last week negotiations were
“coming to a head” and insisted that nei-
ther side is “playing” him in his push to
end the grinding war. 

This came after Secretary of State
Marco Rubio suggested last week the US
might soon back away from negotiations
altogether if they don’t progress. He spoke
in Paris after talks among U.S., Ukrainian
and European officials produced outlines
for steps toward peace and appeared to
make some long-awaited progress.

A new meeting is expected Wednesday
in London, and Rubio suggested it could
be decisive in determining whether the
Trump administration continues its
involvement.

Odesa came under a “massive attack” by
Russian drones overnight, injuring at
least three people, the head of Odesa
regional administration, Oleh Kiper, wrote
on his Telegram page Tuesday.

A residential building in a densely

populated urban area, civilian infrastruc-
ture and an educational facility were hit,
he said.

The Ukrainian air force said Russia fired
54 Shahed and decoy drones at Ukraine
overnight, marking a resumption of long-
range attacks that have blasted civilian
areas and sown terror throughout the war.

Russia has stepped up in the past
months its use of Shahed drones, expand-
ing its production of the weapon and refin-
ing its tactics, the International Institute
for Strategic Studies said in a recently pub-
lished analysis.

After Putin declared a unilateral cease-

fire on Saturday, Ukraine said it was ready
to reciprocate but said Russian attacks were
continuing. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that Russia vio-
lated the ceasefire more than 2,900 times.

The Associated Press was unable to ver-
ify whether a ceasefire was in place along
the roughly 1,000-kilometer front line.

Russia has effectively rejected a US pro-
posal for an immediate and full 30-day halt
in the fighting by imposing far-reaching
conditions. Meanwhile, both Russia and
Ukraine are preparing for the spring-sum-
mer military campaign, Ukrainian and
Western officials say.

Russia batters Ukraine as
peace talks come to crux

Pope’s funeral for Saturday morning,
with public viewing starting Wednesday
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Vatican

Cardinals have taken their first deci-
sions following the death of Pope
Francis, setting Saturday as the date

for his funeral and allowing ordinary
faithful to begin paying their final respects
starting Wednesday, when his casket is
brought into St. Peter’s Basilica.

The cardinals met for the first time
Tuesday in the Vatican’s synod hall to
chart the next steps before a conclave
begins to choose Francis’ successor, as
condolences poured in from around the
world grieving history’s first Latin
American pope.

The cardinals set the funeral for
Saturday at 10 am in St. Peter’s Square, to
be celebrated by the dean of the College
of Cardinals, Cardinal Giovanni Battista
Re.

US President Donald Trump has
announced he and first lady Melania
Trump plan to attend Saturday’s funeral
Argentine President Javier Milei is also
expected.

Francis died Monday at age 88 after suf-
fering a stroke that put him in a coma and
led his heart to fail. He had been recov-
ering in his apartment after being hospi-
talized for five weeks with pneumonia. He
made his last public appearance Sunday,
delivering an Easter blessing and making
what would be his final greeting to fol-
lowers from his popemobile, looping
around St. Peter’s Square.

In retrospect, his Easter appearance
from the same loggia where he was intro-
duced to the world as the first pope from
the Americas on March 13, 2013, was a
perfect bookend to a 12-year papacy that
sought to shake up the church and
return it to its Gospel-mandated mission
of caring for the poorest.

“He gave himself to the end,” said
Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, the head of the
Italian bishops’ conference and considered
a possible contender to be next pope. “To
go out to meet everyone, speak to every-
one, teach us to speak to everyone, to bless
everyone.” The first images of Francis’
body were released Tuesday, showing him
in the wooden casket, in red vestments
and his bishop’s miter, with the Vatican
secretary of state praying over him in the
chapel of the Domus Santa Marta hotel
where he lived and died.

In his final will, Francis confirmed he
would be buried at St. Mary Major basil-
ica, which is outside the Vatican and home
to his favorite icon of the Virgin Mary.
Before and after every foreign trip,
Francis would go to the basilica to pray
before the Byzantine-style painting that
features an image of Mary, draped in a
blue robe, holding the infant Jesus, who
in turn holds a jeweled golden book.

Francis stopped by the basilica on his
way home from the Gemelli hospital on
March 23, after his 38-day hospital stay,
to deliver flowers to be placed before the

icon. He returned April 12 to pray before
the Madonna for the last time.

Bells tolled in chapels, churches and
cathedrals around the world and flags flew
at half staff in Italy, India, Taiwan and the
U.S. After Francis’ death was announced
by the Vatican camerlengo. Soccer match-
es in Italy and Argentina were suspend-
ed in honor of the Argentine pope who
was a lifelong fan of the San Lorenzo soc-
cer club.

World leaders praised Francis for his
moral leadership and compassion, while
ordinary faithful remembered his simplic-
ity and humanity.

“Like every Argentine, I think he was
a rebel,” said 23-year-old Catalina Favaro,
who had come to pay her respects in the
Buenos Aires church where Francis dis-
covered his priestly vocation. “He may
have been contradictory, but that was nice,
too.”

In East Timor, where Francis’ final out-
door Mass drew nearly half of the pop-
ulation last September, President Jose
Ramos-Horta praised Francis’ courage.
“Papa Francisco was a brave man who was
not afraid to speak out against the rulers
of the world who seek war, but do not
want to seek peace,” Ramos-Horta said.

“He challenged the powerful to act with
justice, called nations to welcome the
stranger, and reminded us that our com-
mon home - this Earth - is a gift we must
protect for future generations,” said
Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu, who is
Muslim. Nigeria is Africa’s most populous
country and has around 30 million
Catholics, representing about 14% of the
total population.

The pope’s formal apartments in the
Apostolic Palace and in the Santa Marta
hotel were sealed Monday evening, fol-
lowing a centuries-old ritual. Cardinal
Kevin Farrell, who as camerlengo had the
task of announcing the death and con-
firming it once the cause was determined,
presided over the rituals.

Francis chose not to live in the palace,
though, but in a two-room suite in Santa
Marta on the other side of Vatican City.
He died there and his body was trans-
ferred to the hotel chapel in the lobby,
where the private viewing was being held
Tuesday for Vatican officials and mem-
bers of the pontifical household.

In changes made by Francis last year,
his body was not placed in three wood-
en coffins, as it had been for previous
popes. Rather, Francis was placed in a
simplified wooden coffin with a zinc cof-
fin inside.

Once in St. Peter’s, his coffin will not

be put on an elevated bier but will just be
be placed simply facing the pews, with the
Paschal candle nearby.

“He was a pope who didn’t change his
path when it came to getting dirty,”
Francis’ vicar for Rome, Cardinal
Baldassarre Reina, said in a Mass in his
honor. “For him, poor people and
migrants were the sacrament of Jesus.”

After the funeral, there are nine days
of official mourning, known as the
“novendiali.” During this period, cardi-
nals arrive in Rome and meet privately
before the conclave.

To give everyone time to assemble, the
conclave must begin 15-20 days after the
“sede vacante” - the “vacant See” - is
declared, although it can start sooner if
the cardinals agree.

Once the conclave begins, cardinals
vote in secret sessions in the Sistine
Chapel. After voting sessions, the ballots
are burned in a special stove. Black smoke
indicates that no pope has been elected,
while white smoke indicates that the car-
dinals have chosen the next head of the
Catholic Church.

The one who has secured two-thirds of
the votes wins. If he accepts, his election
is announced by a cardinal from the log-
gia of St. Peter’s Basilica who tells the
world “Habemus Papam,” Latin for “We
have a pope.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Vatican City

Grief and tributes for Pope Francis
were shared around the world
Tuesday, a day after the popular pon-

tiff died at age 88.
Cardinals will meet at the Vatican Tuesday

to begin scheduling Pope Francis’ funeral
and burial, planning the conclave to elect his
successor and making other decisions about
running the Catholic Church.

History’s first Latin American pontiff
charmed the world with his humble style
and concern for the poor but alienated many
conservatives with critiques of capitalism
and climate change.

Francis recently returned to the Vatican
after 38 days in a hospital for a respiratory
crisis that developed into double pneumo-
nia, the longest hospitalisation of his 12-year
papacy.  He last appeared in public on
Sunday with an Easter blessing and pope-
mobile tour through a cheering crowd in St
Peter’s Square. 

No funeral date has been announced. The
next pope is yet to be decided.

Here’s the latest:
AUSTRALIAN CANDIDATES CANCEL CAM-
PAIGN EVENTS: Both Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and opposition leader
Peter Dutton cancelled campaign events
planned for Tuesday out of respect for the
late pontiff, as early voting began for a May
3 general election.

Flags were flown at half staff from gov-
ernment buildings across the country where
a 2021 census found 20 per cent of the pop-
ulation were Catholics.

Albanese was raised as a Catholic but
chose to be sworn in as prime minister when
he was elected in 2022 by making a secular
affirmation rather than by taking an oath on
a Bible. Albanese attended a Mass in hon-
our of the pope in Melbourne’s St Patrick’s
Cathedral on Tuesday morning.

“I try not to talk about my faith in pub-
lic,” Albanese told reporters, but added “At
times like this, I think what people do is they
draw on who they are and certainly my
Catholicism is just a part of me.”

Dutton, who was raised by a Catholic
father and Protestant mother and attended

an Anglican school, planned to go to a
church service in Sydney.

“I don’t think it’s a day for overt politick-
ing at all. I think that the day is best spent
reflecting,” Dutton told Australian
Broadcasting Corp.
INDIA DECLARES THREE DAYS OF MOURNING:
The Indian flag flew at half-staff on Tuesday
at all government buildings as the country
observed three days of mourning as a mark
of the respect for Pope Francis.

The Indian flag will be flown half-staff on
government buildings across the country for
the next two days, as well as on the day of
the pontiff ’s funeral, the Home Ministry said
in a statement.
TAIWAN’S CATHOLICS REMEMBER FRANCIS:
Members of Taiwan’s Catholic community
gathered at a church in the capital Taipei for
a sombre mass as believers prayed and
reflected on Francis’ spiritual legacy.

Former Premier Chen Chien-jen, a
devout Catholic who visited the Vatican
multiple times at the invitition of Francis and
previous popes, spoke of the deep loss felt
by the faithful.

Global tributes pour in for Pope Francis

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Boston

Harvard University announced
Monday that it was suing the
Trump administration to halt a

freeze on more than USD 2.2 billion in
grants after the institution said it would
defy the Trump administration’s demands
to limit activism on campus.

In a letter to Harvard earlier this month,
the Trump administration had called for
broad government and leadership reforms
at the university as well as changes to its
admissions policies. It also demanded that
the university audit views of diversity on
campus, and stop recognising some stu-
dent clubs. Harvard President Alan Garber
said the university would not bend to the
government’s demands. Hours later, the
government froze billions of dollars in fed-
eral funding.

“The Government has not - and cannot
- identify any rational connection between
antisemitism concerns and the medical,
scientific, technological, and other research
it has frozen that aims to save American
lives, foster American success, preserve
American security, and maintain America’s
position as a global leader in innovation,”
the university wrote in its lawsuit. 

“Nor has the Government acknowl-
edged the significant consequences that the
indefinite freeze of billions of dollars in fed-
eral research funding will have on
Harvard’s research programs, the benefi-
ciaries of that research, and the national

interest in furthering American innovation
and progress,” it added.

The Trump administration, in the April
11 letter, told Harvard to impose tougher
discipline on protesters and to screen inter-
national students for those who are “hos-
tile to the American values.”

It also called for broad leadership
reforms at the university, changes to
admissions policies and the removal of col-
lege recognition for some student clubs.
The government also demanded Harvard
audit its faculty and student body to ensure
wide viewpoints in every department
and, if necessary, diversify by admitting
additional students and hiring new facul-
ty. Last Monday, Harvard said it would not
comply, citing the First Amendment. The
following day, Trump took to his Truth
Social platform, questioning whether the
university should lose its tax-exempt sta-
tus “if it keeps pushing political, ideolog-
ical, and terrorist inspired/supporting
Sickness?’”

The Trump administration also threat-
ened to block the university from enrolling
international students. The university
frames the government’s demands as a
threat not only to the Ivy League school
but to the autonomy that the Supreme
Court has long granted American univer-
sities. For the Trump administration,
Harvard presents the first major hurdle in
its attempt to force change at universities
that Republicans say have become hotbeds
of liberalism and antisemitism.

Harvard sues Trump

administration over grants

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

The infighting and backstabbing that
plagued President Donald Trump’s
first term have returned as a threat

to his second, with deepening fissures over
trade, national security and questions of
personal loyalty.

The latest turmoil threatens to engulf the
Pentagon, where Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth has pushed out top advisers and
faces fresh controversy over sharing sen-
sitive information about airstrikes in
Yemen outside of classified channels.

A former Pentagon spokesperson who
was ousted last week wrote in Politico that
Trump should fire Hegseth for presiding
over a “full-blown meltdown.”

The interpersonal drama is not - at least
yet - a dominant plot line of Trump’s return
to the White House. But its reemergence
after a period of relative discipline in his
ranks reflects a turbulent management style
that has been suppressed or papered over,
not reformed. 

Trump’s national security team was
recently rattled by an Oval Office visit from
Laura Loomer, a far-right conspiracy the-
orist who has been questioning his staff ’s
trustworthiness. The Republican president
fired some of the officials, emboldening
Loomer to continue scrutinizing people
across the administration.

In an interview with independent jour-

nalist Tara Palmeri released on Monday,
Loomer mocked the idea that the White
House is “one big happy family.” 

“The advisers don’t get along with each
other,” she said. “The heads of agencies
don’t get along with each other.”
Tariff trouble causes friction
for the Trump team
Much of the tension is connected to
Trump’s determination to use tariffs to
rebalance the global economy, with officials
often contradicting each other and occa-
sionally turning to insults. Trump advis-
er Elon Musk, the billionaire entrepreneur
whose companies could suffer from high-
er costs brought on by import taxes,
sharply criticized Peter Navarro, Trump’s
top counsellor on trade, as “dumber than
a sack of bricks.”

White House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt dismissed the idea of growing dis-
sension within the administration, saying
there are “far more examples of the pres-
ident’s team working together enthusias-
tically and collaboratively to advance the
administration’s goals.”

“The numbers and results of this
administration speak for themselves,” she
said. “The president and his team are get-
ting work done.”

Trump has always had a high tolerance
for chaos, shunning traditional policy
deliberations to entertain divergent opin-

ions and viewing unpredictability as a
negotiating tool. He’s spent years fostering
a competitive atmosphere among his staff
members, who are often chosen for their
devotion and penchant for aggression. 

But now the increasing strife under-
scores the risks for more turmoil in the
months ahead, as Trump presses forward
with a dramatic overhaul of the federal
bureaucracy, international trade, foreign
policy and more. 

John Bolton, who served as national
security adviser in Trump’s first term before
writing a tell-all book critical of the pres-
ident’s inner circle, said the drama reflects
the lack of a consistent ideology and the
inexperience of many administration offi-
cials.   “The only thing they have in com-
mon is the belief that they should show per-
sonal fealty to Trump,” Bolton said. “That
got them the job. That may in fact keep
them in the job. But it shows how funda-
mentally unserious they are.”

The situation is a test for Susie Wiles, the
White House chief of staff, who helped run
Trump’s presidential campaign last year.

She earned a reputation for imposing an
unusual level of order on Trump’s chaot-
ic orbit - though she carefully avoided try-
ing to control Trump or his impulses - and
he praised her as “the ice maiden.” 

During Trump’s first term, he had four
chiefs of staff - one of them serving in an
acting capacity for more than a year. The
second, former US Marine Gen. John Kelly,
became a sharp critic of the president after
he left the job, describing him as a fascist
during the 2024 election. 
White House closes ranks
around Hegseth
With his new administration, Trump has
surrounded himself with loyalists, and he’s
been reluctant to throw anyone overboard
in response to negative coverage from the
mainstream media, which he considers to
be an enemy. Allies say the hesitance to
make personnel changes in this term is
meant to deny giving a win to critics, even
if it means leaving troubled officials in
place. 

On Monday, the president brushed off
reports that Hegseth participated in a sec-
ond group chat to talk about pending
airstrikes in Yemen last month. The first
chat, which used the encrypted messaging
application Signal, involved top adminis-
tration officials as well as the editor of The
Atlantic, who was accidentally included in
the discussion. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

The legacy of legendary Indian film-
maker Shyam Benegal will be hon-
oured at the New York Indian Film

Festival here, which will celebrate its sil-
ver jubilee this year with a repertoire of
diverse cinematic works featuring cele-
brated artists such as Manoj Bajpayee,
Nawazuddin Siddiqui, James Ivory and
Rasika Dugal.

The festival, the longest-running and
prestigious US festival dedicated to Indian
independent cinema, will celebrate its
milestone 25th edition here from June 20-
22, spotlighting “bold new voices, storied
auteurs, and urgent narratives” from the
Indian subcontinent and its global dias-
pora.

“What began as a grassroots platform

is now a global stage for Indian indepen-
dent cinema,” Festival Director Aseem
Chhabra said in a press statement
Monday. 

“This year’s lineup is one of our most
powerful and wide-ranging to date. From
deeply personal documentaries to region-
al narratives that rarely reach global
audiences, the 25th edition of NYIFF
reflects the evolving language of Indian
cinema.”

The festival will pay tribute to Benegal,
a “titan of Indian parallel cinema”, who
passed away in December 2024 at the age
of 90. NYIFF will screen a 4K restoration
of “Manthan”, Benegal’s landmark 1976
film about India’s White Revolution,
restored by the Film Heritage Foundation.
The film premiered at the Cannes Classics
in 2024.

It will also honour the work of Oscar-
winning film director James Ivory, with
“An Arrested Moment”, a short documen-
tary from The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, directed by Dev Benegal. The film
explores Ivory’s “enduring fascination
with Indian art and culture.”

The 2025 NYIFF lineup includes 22 fea-
ture-length films-18 narratives and four
documentaries-spanning more than a
dozen languages and regions. The festi-
val program also includes 21 short nar-
rative and documentary films.

From Tamil and Odia to Assamese,
Hindi, and Malayalam, the selection of the
works to be showcased at the festival
“reflects both the diversity and the evolv-
ing language of Indian cinema,” it said.

Chhabra said Siddiqui, who has won
two NYIFF best actor trophies, will be

attending this year’s festival.
Executive Director of the Indo-

American Arts Council, which presents
NYIFF, Suman Gollamudi said the festi-
val has long been a space where India’s
cinematic legacy meets its most daring
futures. “At 25, we are not just celebrat-
ing the past-we are investing in what’s
next.”

The 2025 festival opens with the East
Coast premiere of the Manoj Bajpayee,
Priyanka Bose and Deepak Dobriyal
starrer “The Fable”, directed by Raam
Reddy. With a debut at the 2024 Berlinale,
the film “merges surrealism and psycho-
logical tension against the Himalayan
backdrop”. The film, whose ensemble
includes Tillotama Shome in a cameo,
recently took home Best Film at the Leeds
International Film Festival.

Trump allies are increasingly turning on one another

NY Indian Film Festival to pay tribute to Shyam Benegal

The only thing they have in
common is the belief that

they should show personal fealty to
Trump. That got them the job but
shows how unserious they are.

— JOHN BOLTON, FORMER NSA
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dhaka

Bangladesh has rejected New Delhi’s
charge that the recent killing of a
Hindu leader was part of a “pat-
tern of systematic persecution” of

minorities in that country.
Body of Hindu community leader

Bhabesh Chandra Roy, 58, a resident of
Basudebpur village of Dinajpur district in
north Bangladesh, was recovered on
Thursday night. His son has claimed Roy
was allegedly abducted from his home in
the village, about 330 kilometres northwest
of Dhaka, and beaten to death.

“It is unfortunate that the death of Mr
Bhabesh Chandra Roy has been described
as part of a ‘pattern of systematic perse-
cution’ of Hindu minorities under the
interim government,” interim govern-
ment chief Muhammad Yunus’ press sec-
retary Shafiqul Alam told the state-run
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) news
agency late Monday.

Alam, who is currently accompanying
Yunus to an international conference in
Qatar, said Bangladesh is not a country
where one would find government-spon-
sored systematic discrimination against
minorities. Rather, he claimed, the
Bangladesh government protects the rights
of all of its citizens irrespective of religious
denominations.

The Bangladesh reaction came days after
India condemned the alleged abduction
and killing of the Hindu minority leader
in Bangladesh and called on the interim
government in Dhaka to live up to its
responsibility of protecting the minorities.
“This killing follows a pattern of system-
atic persecution of Hindu minorities
under the interim government even as the
perpetrators of previous such events roam
with impunity,” External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said in a
post on X on Saturday.

Roy’s family had lodged a case with
Dinajpur police after his murder against
four named suspects and several unnamed
individuals. “The accused took my father
to an unknown location and beat him to
death in a premeditated manner,” Roy’s son
28-year-old Swapan Chandra Roy, alleged
in his written complaint.

Swapan Chandra Roy named Atikur
Rahman as accused number one, who
according to media reports, runs an infor-
mal money lending business.

Police said according to the family com-
plaint, Roy borrowed Taka (Tk) 25,000
from Rahman agreeing to repay it in
monthly installments of Tk 3,250 but
financial hardship debarred him from reg-
ular repayment despite the lender’s insis-
tence making him sick. 

Roy’s son, in the complaint, said that on

April 17 afternoon the accused went to
Roy’s house on two motorbikes and took
him away under the pretext of an urgent
discussion and added that he received a call
in the evening when a co-accused, Ratan
Islam told him his father had fallen sick.

The accused abandoned Roy on a spot
near his home and fled and doctors
declared him dead as the family took him
to a hospital.

Yunus’s press secretary, however, said “in
this particular case, we have ascertained
that the victim went out with some indi-
viduals previously known to him” and the
autopsy report did not detect any prima
facie sign of bodily injury.

“This notwithstanding, the authorities
have ordered viscera analysis to conclusive-
ly determine the cause of death,” he said,
adding that appropriate actions would be
taken once the viscera report is available.
“We invite all quarters to refrain from mak-
ing fabricated and insightful comments on
the incident,” Alam added.

Roy’s son said his father was a farmer
by profession and also served as the vice-
president of the local unit of Puja Udjapan
Parishad.

Dinajpur’s district police chief Marufat
Hossain acknowledged the filing of the
case by Roy’s son. “We are taking the mat-
ter seriously and conducting a thorough
investigation,” he told reporters.

Pope’s calls made him revered figure in Gaza

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Dubai

Negotiations between
Iran and the United
States over Tehran’s

rapidly advancing nuclear pro-
gram will move Wednesday to
what’s known as the “expert
level” - a sign analysts say
shows that the talks are mov-
ing forward rapidly. However,
experts not involved in the
talks who spoke with The
Associated Press warn that this
doesn’t necessarily signal a
deal is imminent. 

Instead, it means that the
talks between Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi and
US Mideast envoy Steve
Witkoff haven’t broken down
at what likely is the top-level
trade - Tehran limiting its
atomic program in exchange
for the lifting of economic

sanctions. 
“Agreeing to technical talks suggests both

sides are expressing pragmatic, realistic objec-
tives for the negotiations and want to explore
the details,” said Kelsey Davenport, the direc-
tor for nonproliferation policy at the Arms
Control Association who long has studied Iran’s
nuclear program. 

“If Witkoff was making maximalist demands
during his talks with Araghchi, such as disman-
tlement of the enrichment programme, Iran

would have no incentive to meet at the tech-
nical level.” That technical level, however,
remains filled with possible landmines. Just how
much enrichment by Iran would be comfort-
able for the United States? 

What about Tehran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram, which US President Donald Trump first
cited in pulling America unilaterally out of the
accord in 2018? Which sanctions could be lift-
ed and which would be remain in place on the
Islamic Republic? 

What do Iran-US nuclear talks signal?

Pope Francis prays at Israel’s separation barrier on his way to mass in Manger Square next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the
birthplace of Jesus Christ in the West Bank of Bethlehem FILE PHOTO
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FRENCH AMBASSADOR VISITS
GNDU FOR GOLDEN JUBILEE
Amritsar: French Ambassador Thierry Mathou
visited Guru Nanak Dev University’s Golden
Jubilee Centre for Entrepreneurship and
Innovation, engaging with startups and faculty.
The visit, lauded by university leadership, marked
a key step in strengthening Indo-French
innovation and academic collaboration.

VEDANTA CHAIRMAN HAILS
RAJASTHAN 
Jaipur: Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal urged
accelerated industrial growth in Rajasthan,
citing its vast mineral wealth and $196B GDP
lag. He emphasized transforming 
resources into value-added products and
praised the state’s entrepreneurial spirit,
reaffirming Vedanta’s commitment to
Rajasthan’s economic ascent.

INBRIEF

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n San Francisco

India’s quest for sustained growth over
the next two decades hinges on a new
paradigm, driven by bold reforms,
enhanced domestic capabilities, and

strategic institutional collaborations suit-
ed for the evolving global landscape,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Monday.

The last two Union Budgets have laid the
groundwork for this transformation, with
a clear multi-sectoral policy agenda, she
said, while speaking at Hoover Institution
at Stanford University California.

In the last decade, she said the govern-
ment has undertaken structural reforms,
rationalising over 20,000 compliances,
decriminalising business laws and digitis-
ing public services to reduce friction.

She further said a significant thrust on
infrastructure development has also cre-
ated a strong foundation for manufactur-
ing-led growth by bolstering investor con-
fidence over the last 10 years.

This has been enabled by a more than
four-fold increase in the union govern-
ment’s capital expenditure between 2017-
18 and the 2025-26 Budget, she said.

“Our experience with implementing the
Business Reform Action Plan by different
state governments has demonstrated that
deregulation is a powerful catalyst for
industrial growth,” she said.

Going forward, the Finance Minister
said, sustaining India’s growth momentum
calls for a fresh approach of bold reforms,
adaptive strategies in line with changing
global landscape.

“Over the next two decades, sustaining

India’s growth momentum calls for a
fresh approach grounded in bold reforms,
stronger domestic capacities, renewed
institutional partnerships and adaptive
strategies suited for the evolving global
landscape,” she said.

India has set a goal to become a devel-
oped nation by 2047, the year when the
country would enter the 100th year of its
independence from British rule.

“As we lay the foundation for a developed
India, we must stay committed to long-
term goals, without losing sight of present
realities. The global order is changing. That
poses challenges but also opportunities. We
must be prepared to tackle the former while
seizing the latter,” she said.

India’s journey to become a ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047 is not merely an aspiration
but a shared national mission powered by
a vision for inclusive, sustainable, and inno-
vation-led growth, she said.

Despite the pandemic shock and a
banking crisis, she said, “our progress over
the past decade, anchored in strong macro-

economic fundamentals and steady
reforms, gives us confidence and direction
for the road ahead.” As a result, she said,
India has risen from the world’s tenth-
largest economy to the fifth-largest.

Quoting a report by Indiaspora and
BCG, she said, Indian first-generation
immigrants founded 72 unicorns between
2018 and 2023 and these unicorns were
worth at least USD 195 billion in valuation
and employed nearly 55,000 people.

More than 65 per cent of Global
Capability Centres (GCC) in India have
their headquarters in the US, she said,
adding, these GCCs provide high-value-
added, bespoke services in areas such as
R&D, management consulting and audit-
ing. Observing that the US is a mature
start-up hub which has developed over 50-
60 years, while India’s start-up journey is
a nascent one, she said, “over the course of
the last decade, the government’s focus was
on reducing the cost of entrepreneurial
risk-taking by removing regulatory and
infrastructural barriers.Rs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India and the US have finalised the
terms of reference outlining the
roadmap for negotiations of the pro-

posed Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA),
according to a statement issued by the
US.

US Trade Representative (USTR)
Jamieson Greer said that these ongoing
talks will help achieve balance and rec-
iprocity by opening new markets for
American goods and addressing unfair
practices that harm US workers.

“India’s constructive engagement so far
has been welcomed, and I look forward
to creating new opportunities for work-
ers, farmers, and entrepreneurs in both
countries,” he said in a statement.

“I am pleased to confirm that USTR
and India’s Ministry of Commerce and
Industry have finalised the Terms of
Reference to lay down a roadmap for the
negotiations on reciprocal trade,”
Ambassador Greer said.

He claimed that there is a “serious” lack
of reciprocity in the trade relationship
with India. India and the US on Monday
said that they made “significant progress”
in negotiations for a mutually beneficial
bilateral trade pact as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US Vice President JD
Vance held wide-ranging talks here.

Vance is the first US vice president to
visit India in 12 years after Joe Biden vis-
ited New Delhi in 2013.

On February 13, the two countries
announced to negotiate the BTA. It was
decided to finalise the first phase of the
pact by the fall (September-October) this
year.

to the USTR, the United States is look-
ing at increasing market access, reducing
tariffs and non-tariff barriers, and nego-
tiating a robust set of additional commit-
ments to ensure long-term benefits.

US has long recognised significant
trade barriers with India and as a result,
the US ran a USD 45.7 billion goods trade
deficit with India in 2024, a 5.1 per cent

(USD 2.2 billion) increase over 2023, the
statement said. “The US welcomed the
tariff reductions India implemented dur-
ing the Prime Minister’s (Narendra
Modi) meeting with President (Donald)
Trump in February and its willingness to
further reduce tariffs on US products as
part of the BTA,” it added.

The US total goods trade with India
was estimated at USD 129.2 billion in
2024. According to the US, India’s aver-
age applied tariff is 17 per cent, among
the highest of the world’s largest
economies, while America’s average
applied tariff is 3.3 per cent.

India’s average applied tariff rate on
agricultural products is 39 per cent
while the USA’s is just 5 per cent. “In
addition to tariffs, technical barriers to
trade, regulatory barriers, and restrictions
on access to the market in the services,
industrial, and agricultural sectors also
reduce US exports to India,” it said.

On April 2, President Trump imposed
a 10 per cent tariff on all countries and
individualised reciprocal higher tariffs on
nations with which the US has the
largest trade deficits in order to level the
playing field. 

“The ToR (Terms of Reference)
announcement with India is a critical step
forward in negotiations with India to
achieve reciprocal trade with one of our
most strategic partners and deliver results
to the American People,” the statement
said.

ToRs include issues such as tariffs,
non-tariff barriers, rules of origin, and
customs facilitation. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n San Francisco

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Monday met several IT industry
leaders and invited them to explore

opportunities for technical collaboration
and investment.  During a bilateral meet-
ing with Google Cloud CEO Thomas
Kurian and his team here, Sitharaman
encouraged them to explore local linkages
in India for territorial collaboration and to
develop tech for India and the world mar-
ket under the ‘Make In India’ initiative.

They discussed the transformative evo-
lution of India’s digital infrastructure under
the Digital India initiative in recent years,
positioning the country as a global leader

in digital adoption.
Kurian appreciated India’s AI Mission

and the trajectory India is taking under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He also emphasised the need to con-
nect India to the global network through
land and sea cable infrastructure.

During another meeting with Turing
CEO Jonathan Siddharth, the Finance
Minister highlighted India’s policy frame-
work for Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
encouraged his company to explore oppor-
tunities for collaboration and fruitful
engagement. Siddharth expressed his desire
to see India at the forefront of the AI rev-
olution and spoke about working in the
domain of AI with India and through

Indian contributors to create a sovereign
model that can serve as a template for the
world, the finance ministry said in a series
of posts on X.  Data Robot CEO Debanjan
Saha also called on the Finance Minister
and referred to India’s potential to become
an AI superpower and expressed interest
in participating in the AI Centre of
Excellence, for which the Union Budget
2025-26 recently allocated `500 crore.

“FM @nsitharaman underlined the steps
that the Government of India has taken over
years to boost digital infrastructure, includ-
ing budgeting `10,300 crore for IndiaAI
Mission, creating AI language technologies
through BharatGen and Sarvam-1, and the
establishment of the Srijan Centre for

Generative AI at IIT Jodhpur @saide_iitj
among others,” another post said. The
Finance Minister explained to him about
the potential opportunity through the
proposed Rs 1 lakh crore corpus, private
sector-driven research, development, and
innovation scheme, and informed about
India ranking first globally in AI skill pen-
etration where India is ahead of many devel-
oped countries. In another meeting with
Anjney Midha, General Partner with a16z
and Raghu Raghuram advisor VMware,
Sitharaman suggested that a16z and
VMware may like to explore collaboration
across sectors within the domain of AI
including in education, healthcare, and AI
Centres of Excellence.

FM Sitharaman invites global IT companies to India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Traders’ lobby CAIT on Tuesday
demanded setting up of an indepen-
dent regulatory body for digital

commerce for oversight and fixing account-
ability on e-commerce and quick com-
merce platforms, alleging anti-competitive
practices like predatory pricing, deep dis-
counting and exploitation of gig workers. 

The Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT) also sought expeditious roll-out of
the National e-Commerce Policy and e-
Commerce rules under the Consumer
Protection Act, both currently under final-
isation by the Commerce as well as Food
& Consumer Affairs Ministries, respective-
ly, to safeguard the interests of retail
traders. It recommended an imposition
of a ‘luxury tax’ under the prevailing GST
framework on goods sold via e-com-
merce platforms, arguing that the practice
of buying goods online be considered a ‘lux-
ury’. 

Currently, goods and services tax is a
four-tier tax structure with slabs at 5, 12,
18, and 28 per cent. 

Dhairyasheel Patil, National President,
All India Consumer Products Distributor
Federation (AICPDF), and CAIT’s Senior
Vice President, told PTI that as per esti-
mates, as many as 10 lakh kirana stores have
shut down operations in the last two-three
years, owing to lack of viability and afford-

ability. While several kirana stores have also
come up during the period, he said, more
shops have closed as compared to the num-
ber of new retail shops opened.

“Quick commerce has now expanded to
100 cities. In metro cities, 70 per cent of the
retailers are using rented shops. Till now
10 lakh shops have been shut as per our
estimates in the last two-three years.
Though new shops have also opened, the
number of new shops that have opened is
less as compared to the number of small
retail stores that have shut down due to lack
of affordability and viability of operations,”
he shared. 

The traders’ body also recommended
prohibition of inventory-led operations by
platforms posing as marketplace.

As per existing rules, 100 per cent FDI
is allowed through an automatic route in
the marketplace model of e-commerce.
However, overseas investment is not per-
mitted in an inventory-based model.

In the marketplace model, e-commerce

entities can only provide a platform for
third-party sellers and they cannot own the
inventory. They also cannot directly or indi-
rectly influence the price of the goods.

It has been reported in the past that the
CCI, which works to ensure fair business
practices across sectors in the marketplace,
is already looking into alleged anti-compet-
itive ways of e-commerce companies.

At a conclave organised by CAIT,
traders’ representatives adopted a resolu-
tion demanding “immediate enforcement
of FDI and e-commerce policies and
rolling out of e-commerce rules under
Consumer Protection Act; imposition of
luxury tax under GST on purchase of goods
from e-commerce platforms; and stoppage
of human right violations committed by
quick commerce & e-commerce compa-
nies”. 

They also stated that accountability of e-
commerce platforms should be fixed and
banks should be directed not to discrimi-
nate their credit card usage between e-com-
merce and small shopkeepers in terms of
offering cash backs. 

The resolution also adopted recommen-
dations seeking “prohibition of inventory-
led operations by platforms posing as mar-
ketplaces; formation of an independent reg-
ulatory body for digital commerce; manda-
tory transparency in algorithms, pricing,
and seller selection; and protection and pro-
motion of small Kirana stores and offline
trade”.

CAIT demands regulator for e-commerce

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

ITC Hotels Ltd on Tuesday said it
signed 14 ‘Fortune Hotels’ and opened
seven new properties under the brand

in 2024-25, to further strengthen presence,
especially tier II and tier III markets.

The new properties are located across
emerging markets and gateway destina-
tions and will further strengthen the
brand’s presence, especially tier 2 and tier
3 markets in the upscale to midmarket
category, the company said in a state-
ment.

As of March 31, 2025, Fortune brand
had a portfolio of 78 hotels comprising
56 operational hotels across India and
Nepal with 22 hotels in pipeline, it
added.

“As we enter this new financial year, we
reaffirm our commitment to sustained

growth and excellence in hospitality,” ITC
Hotels Ltd Managing Director Anil
Chadha said.

He further said, “This footprint expan-
sion endeavours to offer travellers access
to prime locations and Fortune’s comfort-
able hospitality.”

In FY25, the company said Fortune
saw six new hotel openings in India at
Pahalgam, Puri, Chennai, Candolim
(Goa), Palampur (Himachal Pradesh),
Ekta Nagar (Gujarat) and its first inter-
national hotel opening in Nepal at
Bhaktapur.

The new signings were in Goa,
Kolkata, Chennai, Rishikesh, Indore,
Bhimtal, Mukteshwar, Gorakhpur,
Mohali, Surat and Ayodhya, it said,
adding that with these Fortune Hotels
now has presence in over 65 cities across
India and Nepal.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Gold prices surged by ̀ 1,800 to zoom
past the crucial ̀ 1 lakh-mark for 10
grams in the national capital on

Tuesday amid buying rush by local jewellers
and stockists in anticipation of increased
demand during Akshaya Tritiya and wed-
ding season even as global macroeconom-
ic uncertainties continued to fuel safe-haven
chase.

According to the All India Sarafa
Association, the precious metal of 99.9 per
cent purity climbed `1,800 to hit the life-
time peak of `1,01,600 per 10 grams from
Monday’s closing level of `99,800 per 10
grams.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity also jumped
by `2,800 to hit a record high of Rs
1,02,100 per 10 grams in the local markets
on Tuesday. It had settled at ̀ 99,300 per 10
grams in the preceding session.

Akshaya Tritiya, which is considered the
most auspicious day to buy gold, falls on
April 30. The ongoing wedding season will
continue till May end.

The yellow metal has spurted by ̀ 22,650
per 10 grams, or nearly 29 per cent, since
December 2024.

Meanwhile, silver prices remained flat at
`98,500 per kg on Tuesday.

“The new all-time-high attained by the
yellow metal is primarily influenced by the
rising tensions between President Trump
and US Fed Chair Jerome Powell regarding
the interest rate cut.

“Additionally, weakness in the US dollar
following the tensions between Trump and
Fed Chair Powell, and uncertainties around
the US-China trade war are another crucial
factors that has pushed gold price to a record
high,” Colin Shah, MD, Kama Jewelry, said.

Gold breaches
`1 lakh mark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Benchmark equity indices Sensex
and Nifty advanced on Tuesday,
marking their sixth straight day of

rise helped by gains in banking and
FMCG shares and foreign fund inflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex climbed
187.09 points or 0.24 per cent to settle
at 79,595.59. During the day, it jumped
415.8 points or 0.52 per cent to 79,824.30.

The NSE Nifty rose by 41.70 points or
0.17 per cent to 24,167.25. Barring IT
and energy sectors, most indices ended
in the green, with realty, FMCG, and
banking emerging as the top gainers.

From the Sensex pack, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, Mahindra &
Mahindra, HDFC Bank, Eternal, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, State Bank of India and
ICICI Bank were the major gainers.

On the other hand, IndusInd Bank fell
the most by 4.88 per cent after reports
claimed that the bank has hired EY for
forensic audit into `600 crore microfi-
nance discrepancy. 

The bank after the market hours
informed exchanges that it has not
engaged EY for a forensic audit as
reported in the news item but its Internal
Audit Department (IAD) is conducting
a review of the MFI business to exam-

ine certain concerns. 
Power Grid, Bharti Airtel, Infosys, and

Bajaj Finserv were among the laggards.
“Despite negative global cues related

to Trump-Fed tensions, the national
market has maintained its optimism. The
RBI’s relaxed liquidity coverage ratio
guidelines, which are anticipated to
enhance credit growth, boosted the
finance sector. Foreign inflows have
remained consistent for the fourth con-
secutive day, driven by a weakening dol-
lar and competitive valuations.

“Additionally, domestic macroeco-
nomic conditions are improving, with
declining inflation and rising expecta-
tions of further rate cuts by the RBI,
which are likely to lower costs and stim-
ulate demand. These factors are expect-
ed to support corporate earnings in
FY26,” Vinod Nair, Head of Research,

Geojit Investments Limited,
BSE smallcap gauge jumped 0.82 per

cent and midcap index went up by 0.81
per cent. BSE sectoral indices, realty
jumped 2.40 per cent, FMCG (1.87 per
cent), consumer durables (1.43 per
cent), healthcare (0.75 per cent), con-
sumer discretionary (0.72 per cent) and
bankex (0.61 per cent).

BSE teck, BSE Focused IT, power, util-
ities, IT and telecommunication were the
laggards. As many as 2,477 stocks
advanced while 1,504 declined and 149
remained unchanged on the BSE.

Since April 9, the BSE benchmark has
jumped 5,748.44 points or 7.78 per cent,
and the Nifty zoomed 1,768.1 points or
7.89 per cent.  pause after a strong
uptrend is normal. While strong domes-
tic fundamentals continue to provide
support, underperformance in the US
markets is capping the upside momen-
tum,” Ajit Mishra – SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd said.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth `1,970.17 crore on
Monday, according to exchange data.

In Asian markets, Shanghai SSE
Composite index and Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng settled higher while South
Korea’s Kospi index and Tokyo’s Nikkei
225 ended lower.

Sensex, Nifty rise for 6th day on row 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The rupee consolidated in a narrow-
range and settled for the day lower by
8 paise at 85.23 (provisional) against

the US dollar on Tuesday, as the support
from positive domestic equities was negat-
ed by dollar short-covering by investors.

orex traders said foreign fund inflows
supported the domestic unit. However, a
recovery in crude oil prices dented investor
sentiment.

Moreover, concerns persisted over eco-
nomic headwinds from tariffs and US mon-
etary policy that could dampen demand.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 85.11 and moved
between the intra-day high of 85.07 and the
low of 85.23 against the greenback.

The unit ended the session at 85.23 (pro-
visional), registering a loss of 8 paise over
its previous closing level on Tuesday, after
witnessing a gaining streak for five straight
sessions.

Reforms key to India’s growth
story over next two decades: FM

India, US have finalised
terms for BTA: USTR

ITC Hotels signs 14
Fortune Hotels in 2024-25

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The government has extended the
term of RBI Deputy Governor T
Rabi Sankar for another one year

Tenure of RBI Deputy Governor extended

Rupee falls 8
paise to settle
at 85.23 against
US dollar

till May 2026, according to sources.
This is the second one-year extension

granted to him.  The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has
approved the re-appointment of Rao for a
period of one year with effect from May 3,
2025, or until further orders, sources said
quoting a government order dated April 21.
The ACC is headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.  He was appointed as RBI
Deputy Governor in May 2021 for an ini-
tial period of three years.  In his previous
role as Executive Director, Sankar was look-
ing after the Department of Payment and

Settlement Systems, the Department of
Information Technology, Fintech and the
Risk Monitoring Department in RBI.

Sankar has also in the past served as an
IMF Consultant (2005-11) towards devel-
oping government bond markets and debt
management.  Outside his career at the RBI,
Sankar holds the role of Chairman at Indian
Financial Technology and Allied Services
(IFTAS) and is also a member of the Board
of Directors at ReBIT (Reserve Bank
Information Technology Private Limited)
and a member of the governing council at
IDRBT. 

The US total goods trade with
India was estimated at $129.2
billion in 2024. According to
the US, India’s average 
applied tariff is 17 per cent,
among the highest of the
world’s largest economies

At a conclave organised by
CAIT, traders’ representatives
adopted a resolution
demanding immediate
enforcement of FDI and e-
commerce policies and rolling
out of e-commerce rules

From the Sensex pack, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, Mahindra &
Mahindra, HDFC Bank, Eternal,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, State
Bank of India and ICICI Bank
were the major gainers. Power
Grid was among the laggard

Our experience with
implementing the Business

Reform Action Plan by different
state governments has
demonstrated that deregulation is
a powerful catalyst for industrial
growth

— NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, FINANCE MINISTER
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lima

Indian shooters finished third at the ISSF World Cup after
the pair of Prithviraj Tondaiman and Pragati Dubey failed
to reach the medals round in the trap mixed team event,
here on the final day.

Simranpreet Kaur Brar fetched India’s final medal in the
women’s 25m pistol event on Monday, taking the country’s tally
to seven, including two gold, four silver and a bronze.

While the USA also ended with seven medals, they edged
ahead of India to take second place, courtesy of a higher gold-
medal count.

China finished on top of the standings with four gold, three
silver and six bronze medals.

The standout performer for India was 18-year-old Suruchi
Inder Singh, who claimed both of the country’s gold medals.
She outgunned Paris Olympics double medallist Manu
Bhaker to win the 10m air pistol title before teaming up with
Saurabh Chaudhary to secure gold in the mixed team event.
In the trap mixed team event on Monday, Tondaiman and
Dubey posted a combined score of 134 to finish eighth, while
the other Indian pair of Lakshay and Neeru ended 13th with
the total score of 128. Only the top four teams advance to the
medal rounds.

K Sultan Singh, Secretary General, National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI), seemed pleased with the young Indian shoot-
ers’ show. 

“It was a young squad and the exposure of going half-way
around the world into alien conditions, adapting to the sur-
roundings, the ranges, and then bringing out your best for
India, will be an experience which will hold them in good
stead,” Singh was quoted as saying in a press release. 

“Remember, the next LA Olympics will be a similar expe-
rience. Having said that, given the quality of competition, the
squad as they have been doing generally over the years, per-
formed splendidly,” added Singh.

In the back-to-back World Cups in Argentina and Peru,
Indian shooters reached a total of 32 finals, including medal
matches in the mixed events and returned with 15 medals
including six gold.

The 18-year-old Suruchi was the most successful, bringing
home three gold and one bronze medal. 

Arya Borse was the other World Cup debutant to shine, mak-
ing it to three finals and returning with two silver medals in
the mixed team rifle event. 

“It gives us immense pleasure to look at the depth we have
developed in the sport. There are so many accomplished inter-
national shooters who were back home and not part of this
tour and still we have produced such results. This shows that

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi 

The Badminton Association of India (BAI) wants former
top Indian players to hone their coaching skills under
foreign coaches and work with junior players but also

strive to save the Indian style of play from fading.
BAI had advertised coaching position and received an over-

whelming response with as many as 49 former players apply-
ing for the job. “We invited applications from the top players
who want to come into coaching with BAI and SAI. We got
49 applications out of which we have shortlisted 10-11. The
list has gone to SAI for approval,” BAI General Secretary Sanjay
Mishra said in an interaction.

Mishra stressed the importance of preserving the tradition-
al Indian playing style, which he believes is slowly fading due
to the increasing influence of foreign coaches. “The Indian style
is somewhat fading. Prakash (Padukone) sir used deception
to win the All England, (Pullela) Gopichand played net game
to win. But now, under foreign coaches, the Indian shuttlers
are playing a more physical game, more like the Indonesian
or Malaysian style.” “Maybe our physique also doesn’t fully sup-
port that kind of play. After playing one or two games the body
may not be able to sustain the tempo. So these Indian coach-
es can pass on our style apart from learning the foreign style
which may give better results,” he added.

BAI plans to rotate the shortlisted coaches across training
centres. Initially they will be assigned to junior players at the
National Centres of Excellence (NCoE). “These coaches will
be rotated in the centres. We want these coaches to work with
junior players at the NCoE before moving to elite coaching.”

The BAI is also focussing on the development of junior play-
ers as it wants to create a “chain of talent”.

“Our focus at the NCoE is on junior players. Earlier, we would
just hold 15-day camps before tournaments. But now, with the
NCoE, they have a consistent space to train together,” he said.

“It will take 3-4 years, but eventually, the question of ‘who
after Sindhu?’ or ‘who after Prannoy?’ will be answered.”

“In China if top two are not playing, the third string play-
er also goes and wins a tournament. We want to develop a sim-
ilar system, prepare a chain of players so that even if the top
two are not available then third best player has the capability
to reach the semifinals.”

Mishra added that the top players will be given a choice to
train across the three NCoEs in Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Guwahati where one foreign coach will also be stationed.

Currently, Malaysia’s Tan Kim Her works at NCoE in
Hyderabad and Indonesian Irwansyah Adi Pratama in
Bengaluru while South Korea’s Park Tae-Sang, who coaches
junior players, works in Guwahahti. He also added that shut-
tlers will undergo fitness tests thrice a year.

“SAI has been focussing on players being fit or ready to play.
They have set some parameters for this, some test that play-
ers should take thrice a year.” 

India will host the senior World Championships next year
and a team from the world body BWF will travel to India
to inspect the venue — the Indira Gandhi Stadium in New
Delhi — in June.

Former players to
hone coaching skills
under foreign cocch

India finish third in
ISSF World Cup

Indian shooting is moving in the right direction,” Singh said.
The next international assignment for Indian shooters will only

for shotgun exponents who will compete in the Cyprus World
Cup, beginning in the first week of May in Nicosia. 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Hyderabad

The misfiring Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) will hope for a happy
homecoming when they take on
a resurrected Mumbai Indians

(MI) here on Wednesday, eyeing a much-
needed victory to revive their campaign in
the Indian Premier League.

With only two wins in seven outings,
SRH are in a desperate situation. Their
power-packed batting has let them down
more often than not while their bowlers
are not making any strong impression
either. That SRH are a one-dimensional
side has been proven by the manner in
which it has struggled on slow and turn-
ing pitches. The Pat Cummins-led outfit
has lost two home matches too.

Their four-wicket defeat to MI in
Mumbai on a tricky Wankhede pitch with
grip and turn was the most recent instance
of their frailties being exposed in challeng-
ing conditions. SRH batters thrive on flat
wickets which produce high-scoring con-
tests and having a favourable surface
against MI would give the them the best
chance to find some momentum.

Abhishek Sharma and Travis Head will
have their task cut out against MI given
SRH’s chances of winning hinge, to a large
extent, on the left-handed opening pair.
Their success in the powerplay defines the
team’s fortunes in a contest.

Abhishek smacked a 55-ball 141 in his

last outing here against Punjab Kings to
record the highest individual total for any
batter in this IPL.

There will be, however, some concerns
around Head who hasn’t gone all guns
blazing like he usually does and SRH will
want their Australian star to be at the top
of his game.

A defeat would put SRH in a tough sit-
uation. They will also have to be wary of
their head-to-head record against Mumbai
Indians. The team has won 10 out of their
24 matches while losing 14.

For Mumbai Indians, it is a perfect
opportunity to test their resurgence in an
away game before they return home to face
Lucknow Super Giants in Mumbai on
Sunday. Mumbai Indians have put their
disappointing start to the IPL behind with
three consecutive wins.

The five-time champions are coming off
a massive nine-wicket hammering of
Chennai Super Kings on a batting-friend-
ly wicket on which they went over the line
chasing a target near 180 with more than
four overs to spare. Rohit Sharma’s sensa-
tional 76 not out and Suryakumar Yadav’s
68 not out with all his trademark shots
coming out fluently signalled the return to
form of MI’s two batting pillars.

Tilak Varma did not get to bat against
CSK but the left-hander has been in prime
form, while Naman Dhir has shown signs
of hitting his strides as a finisher alongside
skipper Hardik Pandya.

Jasprit Bumrah has not been at his men-
acing best when it comes to taking wick-
ets but the ace India bowler has begun nail-
ing his line and lengths perfectly.

This could be a warning sign for the
SRH batters given MI tend to use Bumrah
more strategically, with Trent Boult and
Deepak Chahar sharing the new ball.

The nature of the surface could have a
bearing on the outcome with SRH’s two
wins here coming on flat decks ensuring
run-fests in their contests against Rajasthan
Royals and Punjab Kings earlier.
Teams 
SUNRISERS HYDERABAD: Pat
Cummins (c), Ishan Kishan (wk), Atharva
Taide, Abhinav Manohar, Aniket Verma,
Sachin Baby, Smaran Ravichandran,
Heinrich Klaasen (wk), Travis Head,
Harshal Patel, Kamindu Mendis, Wiaan
Mulder, Abhishek Sharma, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Mohammed Shami, Rahul Chahar,
Simarjeet Singh, Zeeshan Ansari, Jaydev
Unadkat, Eshan Malinga.
MUMBAI INDIANS: Hardik Pandya (c),
Rohit Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Robin
Minz, Ryan Rickelton (wk), Shrijith
Krishnan (wk), Bevon Jacobs, Tilak Varma,
Naman Dhir, Will Jacks, Mitchell Santner,
Raj Angad Bawa, Vignesh Puthur, Corbin
Bosch, Trent Boult, Karn Sharma, Deepak
Chahar, Ashwani Kumar, Reece Topley, VS
Penmetsa, Arjun Tendulkar, Mujeeb Ur
Rahman, Jasprit Bumrah.

SRH desperately need win against Mumbai Indians

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kolkata

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) bats-
men are “low on confidence” right
now, the team’s mentor Dwayne

Bravo conceded after the franchise
slumped to its fifth loss in eight IPL match-
es this season but refused to blame the
much-talked about Eden Gardens pitch for
the side’s woes. 

KKR were handed a 39-run loss by
Gujarat Titans here on Monday with
skipper Ajinkya Rahane’s 36-ball 50 being
the only knock of substance in the steep
chase of 198 here. 

“IPL is a tough tournament, and when
you do not start well, you know, batsmen
go into a period where they lose confi-
dence,” Bravo said at the post-match
media interaction, summing up the mood
in the dressing room.

“That’s what’s happening at the moment.
So like I said, we just have to keep back-
ing them, and hopefully they come good.
Our batters, low in confidence and nor-
mally runs bring confidence.

“Form brings confidence. And we, at the
moment, to be honest, don’t have that con-
fidence,” he explained.

The Eden Gardens surface has been
under the spotlight this season after the
KKR camp voiced concerns about not get-
ting its preferred home track. However,
Bravo steered clear of blaming the pitch.

“Nothing is wrong with the wicket. I did-
n’t come here to talk about the wicket. I
think both teams play on the same wick-
et. We did not play a good game of 
cricket. They played better than us,” he
asserted.

Last night’s loss came close on the heels
of an embarrassing collapse against Punjab
Kings, where they were bundled out for 95
while chasing just 112. Bravo insisted that
despite the horror run, the batsmen have
been doing everything they can to regain
rhythm in practice.

“...They are not sitting back and miss-
ing practice. So as coaches, as a group, we
cannot fault the effort. It’s just not work-
ing out in the middle. But I have to just

keep backing the team and supporting the
guys.” Asked about the big-hitting Andre
Russell’s continued struggles with the bat,
Bravo was quick to dismiss the idea of
teams targetting their star all-rounder in
particular.

“Russell is not the only one who is strug-
gling at the moment. Russell is an experi-
enced player, he’s a successful player.
Actually as a team we’re not batting prop-
erly. So that’s just the reality.

“...But as a group, we have to make sure
that the players keep putting in their work
and practice, keep preparing well, try to
keep them mentally focused,” he explained.

Rahane has done the heavy-lifting, and
young Angkrish Raghuvanshi has
impressed with his fluent strokeplay.
KKR’s decision to send the promising
youngster as low as number nine as an
impact sub raised several eyebrows in their
match against GT.

Bravo, however, defended the move.
“Well, we didn’t start the game for him

to bat at number nine. But the way how

the game panned out, eventually, he
ended up at number nine. So, you know,
we tried to create that left-right combina-
tion,” he reasoned.

“He’s one of our better players. He’s been
doing very well for us throughout the sea-
son. But when you’re chasing 200, you try
to maximise as much as possible and try
to get the guys who have the ability to real-
ly hit the ball in the middle.”

Bravo however did admit that they were
“caught up” with the left-right combina-
tion and Raghunvanshi ended up batting
way down the order when the match had
all but slipped out of their hands.

Bravo acknowledged that finishing has
become a massive problem for KKR.

“...There is a fine line between backing
a player and trying to come up with the
best combination that we can also try to
make some changes, make some necessary
adjustments to give the team that spot that
is missing.

“It’s something we have to discuss as a
group, as a staff.”

KKR batters are low on confidence: Bravo
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Noted commentator Harsha Bhogle
has rejected speculation that he
was kept away from the IPL

match between Kolkata Knight Riders and
Gujarat Titans on Monday due to a com-
plaint by the Cricket Association of
Bengal, insisting that he was only empan-
elled for two games in Kolkata, which are
over. His clarification came a day after the
CAB’s letter to the BCCI, sent about 10
days ago by its secretary Naresh Ojha, was
revealed in media reports. In the letter, the
body asked for the removal of Bhogle and
New Zealand’s Simon Doull from the

commentary panel for matches in Kolkata
after they stated that the Eden Gardens
pitch was not helping the local franchise
Kolkata Knight Riders.

“There are some inappropriate conclu-
sions being drawn about why I wasn’t at
yesterday’s game in Kolkata. Quite sim-
ply, it wasn’t on the list of matches I was
down to do!” Bhogle posted on ‘X’.

“Asking me would have resolved the
issue. Rosters are done before the tour-
nament starts. I was rostered for two
games in Kolkata. I was there for the first
and an illness in the family prevented me
from being at the 2nd,” he added without
specifying the games. KKR played against

Gujarat Titans at the Eden Gardens on
Monday and lost by 39 runs.

Both KKR captain Ajinkya Rahane and
head coach Chandrakant Pandit have
demanded a more spin friendly track at
the venue and expressed their frustration
at not being given a track that suits their
attack featuring Varun Chakravarthy,
Sunil Narine and Moeen Ali.

After the CAB threw its weight behind
curator Sujan Mukherjee, Doull had
suggested that KKR should look for a new
base given that Mukherjee was not ful-
filling the team’s requirements.

Bhogle had also stated that KKR
deserved to have the home advantage.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kolkata

Defending champions Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) have strug-
gled with batting issues through-

out this IPL season and the changes made
for the home game against Gujarat Titans
(GT) were not effective, feels former cap-
tain Eoin Morgan.

KKR’s loss to Gujarat Titans by 39 runs
here on Monday was their second con-
secutive defeat in the tournament, third
in the last five matches and overall fifth
in eight games.

It has also been a season of struggle at
home for the three-time champions who
have also lost three of the four matches
at the Eden Gardens.

“Kolkata Knight Riders has simply not
bounced back as well as we would have
liked them to. It’s always a good sign for
a strong team with a lot of character
around, but they had the same failures
that they’ve shown throughout the tour-

nament,” said JioStar expert Morgan.
“They made a couple of changes

(against GT), mainly to try and gain some
impetus in their batting line-up, and it
didn’t necessarily come off. Were the
changes worth it? They’ll sit back and say
no.”

Morgan said KKR failed to forge part-
nerships in chase of 199 as they finished
at an ordinary 159 for eight.

“It was interesting to hear Ajinkya
Rahane talk about 199 being a chaseable
score because towards the back end of
Gujarat Titans’ innings, we thought the
ball held up more than we expected (and)
that made finding boundaries harder,”

Eoin Morgan said.
Morgan added, “But there was no

rhythm, no substantial partnerships -
almost the polar opposite of what Gujarat
Titans displayed.”

Morgan was all praise for India and GT
pacer Prasidh Krishna who delivered
another vital spell of 4-0-25-2.

“He’s the purple cap holder at the
moment, and his rhythm just keeps get-
ting better. We know he has that extra bit
of pace to work with, but you have to
admire the strength he brings during the
middle phase of the game,” he said.

“As a captain, having a seamer who can
make that kind of impact in the middle
overs is absolutely priceless.”

“He now finds himself with the most
wickets in this year’s tournament — by
some margin, actually, by four. It’s great
to see him growing as a player, evolving
across formats, and now being rewarded
with national honours as well,” Morgan
added.

It was not on my roster: Harsha Bhogle

on absence from commentary panel

Kolkata Knight Riders struggling in
IPL 2025: Morgan after loos to GT

They made a couple of
changes (against GT), mainly

to try and gain some impetus in
their batting line-up, and it didn’t
necessarily come off

— EOIN MORGAN, CRICKETER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s premier pacer Jasprit Bumrah
was on Tuesday named as Leading
Men’s Cricketer in the World while pro-

lific batter Smriti Mandhana grabbed the
honour in the women’s category in the
2025 edition of Wisden Cricketers’
Almanack. 

The two Indian players were honoured
for their stand-out performances last year. 

The 31-year-old Bumrah picked up 71
Test wickets in season 2024 at an average
of 14.92, the most by any bowler with such
an economy in a single year. He became
the first Test bowler in history to claim 200
wickets at an average of less than 20.

In the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
Australia, Bumrah almost single-handed-
ly carried India’s attack with 32 wickets at
an average of 13.06.

At the T20 World Cup, he was named

Player of the Tournament for his 15 wick-
ets at an economy rate of just 4.17, lead-
ing India to their first ICC trophy since
2013. Women’s team senior batter Smriti
Mandhana made it an India double as she
was named as Wisden’s Leading Women’s
Cricketer in the World. 

The 28-year-old Mandhana scored 1659
runs across formats in 2024 — the most
by a woman cricketer in a calendar year
of international cricket — including four
ODI hundreds, which was another record. 

She capped her efforts with a second
Test century — 149 — in a 10-wicket win
over South Africa.

Mandhana became the first Indian
woman since the inception of the award
to earn the title twice. She had already
earned the coveted honour in 2018 also. 

West Indian Nicholas Pooran was
named as the Leading T20 Player in the
World.

Jasprit Bumrah, Mandhana

honoured in Wisden 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Sydney

Australian cricketer-turned-com-
mentator Michael Slater was on
Tuesday sentenced to four years in

prison after pleading guilty to multiple
charges, including domestic violence, but
will be allowed to walk free immediately
after having served over a year in custody.

According to a report in ABC Sport, his
sentence was “partly suspended” due to
the time served. The 55-year-old was
charged with more than a dozen offences
including domestic violence, unlawful
stalking or intimidation, breaking into a
dwelling with intent at night, common
assault, assault occasioning bodily harm
and choking or suffocation.

The prosecution told the Maroochydore
District Court, that alcohol “was a repeat-
ing feature with his offending as his behav-
iour becomes more erratic.”

“The court heard Slater made threats of
self-harm as he warned the victim not to
report harassment and she felt extreme-
ly fearful and exhausted by Slater’s behav-
iour,” the report read. The identity of the
victim was not revealed in the report. It
merely stated that she hailed from Noosa
region (Queensland) and was being
allegedly subjected to “assault, strangula-
tion, burglary and stalking” since late
2023. Judge Glen Cash described Slater as
an alcoholic and warned that his rehabil-
itation “will not be easy.”

Michael Slater
gets jail term
for domestic
violence

Novak Djokovic returns to Madrid Open
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Madrid

Former champion Novak Djokovic
has returned to the Madrid Open
for the first time in three years in

hopes of achieving his 100th tour-level
title. Djokovic is seeded fourth in the
same half of the draw as second-seeded
Carlos Alcaraz, the home favorite who
arrives at the Caja Magica this week with
fitness concerns after reaching consec-
utive clay-court finals. 

The 37-year-old Djokovic, a three-
time champion in Madrid, hasn’t played
in the Spanish capital since losing to
Alcaraz in the 2022 semifinals, their first
meeting. Djokovic won his 99th title last
August at the Paris Olympics. He has lost
four finals since then, most recently last
month in Miami.

The 100-title club features only Jimmy
Connors (109) and Roger Federer (103).

Over the last two weekends, Alcaraz
has won the Monte Carlo Masters and
lost in the Barcelona Open final, where
he needed treatment on his upper right
leg on Sunday.

“I’m confident it won’t affect me in
Madrid,” he said. “That’s what happens
when you play so many matches and
have so few days to rest. It’s so demand-
ing, and you have to give 100 per cent
every day. Having played a tournament
like Monte Carlo and arriving in
Barcelona with few days to adapt is real-
ly tough.” Alcaraz said fellow Spaniard
Rafael Nadal, a five-time winner in
Madrid, wrote to him after the Barcelona
final to encourage him and say he
hoped he wasn’t injured. 

“I bow at the feet of Rafa because of
what he did week after week,” Alcaraz

said. “You have to respect that.”
Alexander Zverev, number 2 in the

world after winning in Munich at the
weekend, was the top seed in Madrid and
Taylor Fritz was the third seed.
Defending champion Andrey Rublev was
the seventh seed. Djokovic has a 30-9
record in Madrid, with titles in 2011,
2016 and 2019. He beat his coach Andy
Murray in the 2016 final.

Alcaraz won Madrid in 2022 and 2023.

Sabalenka leads 
women’s draw
The women’s draw has 29 of the top 30
players. Number 15 Barbora Krejcikova
is missing because of an injury.

Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka seeks
her fourth final appearance in Madrid in
five years. 

She won the tournament in 2021 and
2023, and lost last year’s final to Iga
Swiatek, the second seed this week.


