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INDIA is INDUS: PAKISTAN, the Water and Blood is Ours

MOHIT KANDHARI/RAHUL DATTA B
Jammu/New Delhi

ollowing India’s suspension of the

Indus Waters Treaty, the political

leadership in Pakistan is running

high and dry, staring at a bleak
future ahead. For the first time, India has
decided to hit Pakistan where it hurts
the most, agriculture, food, water and
energy security.

Sources in New Delhi said the Centre
is planning to undertake a study to look
into ways to maximise the use of the
quantum of water from the three rivers that
Pakistan had earlier used under the Indus
Water Treaty, now that the agreement has
been suspended.

The proposal was made at a high-level
meeting on Saturday chaired by Home
Minister Amit Shah that discussed the
future course of action on the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960, which has been kept in
abeyance following the Pahalgam terror
attack. With the treaty now put in
abeyance, the government is looking at

ways to utilise the water of the Indus,
Jhelum and Chenab.

After Friday’s high-level meeting, Jal
Shakti Minister CR Paatil asserted that the
government is working on a strategy to
ensure that not a single drop of water flows
into Pakistan.

“We will ensure that not a single drop
of water flows into Pakistan from India,”
the Jal Shakti Minister had said after the
meeting. According to an official, the
Ministry has been asked to conduct a study
to look at ways to utilise the water from
the three western rivers.

In response to Indias decision on the
water-sharing agreement, Pakistan’s Senate,
in a resolution, has said the move
amounted to “an act of war’.

Coupled with this, the heightened
tension along the line of control has also
rattled Pakistan’s military leadership,
especially after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said India will wipe out the remain-
ing land of terror and will identify, track
and punish every terrorist and their
backers who were responsible for the attack

in Pahalgam “beyond their imagination”.

Virtually bending on their knees,
Pakistan on Saturday offered to join any
“neutral and transparent” probe into the
Pahalgam terrorist attack that killed
26 people.

After Friday’s high-level

meeting, Jal Shakti Minister
CR Paatil asserted that the
government is working on a
strategy to ensure that not a single

drop of water flows into Pakistan
— CR PAATIL, JAL SHAKTI MINISTER

The horrific terror attack, one of the
most provocative since the scrapping of
Article 370 in 2019, has triggered a
strong backlash from the government
against Pakistan, which New Delhi
accuses of harbouring and supporting
cross-border terrorism.

Addressing a graduation ceremony at
the Pakistan Military Academy in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s Kakul, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif said that his
country is open to taking part in a
“credible” investigation.

“The recent tragedy in Pahalgam is yet
another example of this perpetual blame
game, which must come to a grinding halt.
As a responsible country, Pakistan is
open to participating in any neutral,
transparent and credible investigation,”
Shehbaz Sharif said.

However, referring to the suspension of
the Indus Waters Treaty by India, Sharif
said any attempt to stop, reduce or divert
the flow of water belonging to Pakistan
would be responded to with full force and
might. Sharif threatened to use all options
if the water of its share was stopped by
India. “Water is our lifeline and a vital
national interest, and its availability will be
safeguarded at all costs and under all
circumstances,” he said.

If India cuts off or significantly reduces

flows from the Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab,
the impact will be immediate and severe

on Pakistan’s economy.

To begin with, food production could

collapse, threatening food security for
millions.Urban water supplies would dry
up, causing unrest in cities. Lastly, Power
generation would stall, crippling industries
and homes. Joining the chorus, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari also threatened that blood
would flow in rivers if water is stopped, in
a sharp response to India’s decision to
suspend the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
after the Pahalgam terror attack.

Hitting out, Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri Saturday issued a sharp
response to Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari’s recent
remarks on India’s suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) following the
Pahalgam terror attack on Tuesday.

Puri’s comments come in the wake of
Bhutto-Zardari’s inflammatory speech at
a public rally in Sukkur, Sindh province.
Addressing supporters, the PPP chairman
had said, “The Indus is ours and will
remain ours — either our water will flow
through it, or their blood”

Responding to Bhutto-Zardari’s state-

ment, Puri remarked, “I heard his state-
ment. Tell him to jump somewhere in the
water. Well, how will he when there will
be no water? Do not dignify such state-
ments. They will get to understand that”

In Ramban, ] & K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also came out to strongly rebuke
Pakistan Premier Shehbaz Sharif’s offer for
a “neutral” probe into the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, while pointing out clearly that
Islamabad had initially denied the incident
and accused New Delhi of “staging” it.

“First of all, they did not even recognise
that something had happened in
Pahalgam. First, they said that India was
behind it. For the people who made alle-
gations against us in the first place, it is dif-
ficult to say anything about it now. I don’t
want to give much importance to their
statements,” Abdullah told reporters in
Ramban. Abdullah’s reaction came after the
Pakistani Prime Minister, rattled by the
increasing tensions with India, said he was
ready for a “neutral and transparent inves-
tigation” into the terror attack that left 26
tourists dead on April 22.

DGCA issue detailed advisory after Pakistan closes airspace

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

mid longer flight durations
Atriggered by Pakistan’s airspace clo-
sure, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Saturday
issued a detailed advisory directing
airlines to take better care of passengers
as international flights are now taking
longer and inform passengers at check-
in time about rerouting, longer flying time
and the possibility of an enroute halt for
refuelling the aircraft and crew change.
“Passengers will generally remain
onboard such stops,” says the advisory
issued by DGCA CFO Captain Shweta
Singh. “Airlines must ensure that catering
uplift is revised based on actual travel time
(including technical halt). This includes:
adequate meals and beverages for the full
duration, additional hydration and dry
snacks and special meals as per requests.”
Pakistan has shut its airspace for Indian

airlines. Because of this, many internation-
al flights, especially those leaving from
north Indian cities like Delhi, are being
forced to take longer routes. This is caus-
ing delays and longer flying hours.

Airlines must ensure that
catering uplift is revised based
on actual travel time (including
technical halt), this includes—
adequate meals and beverages
for the full duration

The advisory focuses on five main areas
— pre-flight passenger communication,
in-flight catering and comfort, medical
preparedness and alternate aerodromes,
customer service and support readiness,
and intra-departmental coordination.

DGCA said that due to recent develop-
ments involving international airspace clo-

sures and overflight restrictions, airline
operations have been impacted. There are
significant rerouting of international and
regional flights, increased block times
compared to scheduled durations, and
possibility of technical halts enroute for
operational or fuel requirements.
Generally, block time refers to the dura-
tion of a flight from the origin to the des-
tination.

It is estimated that over 800 flights a
week are likely to be impacted by longer
flight times, increased fuel burn, and a few
other complexities related to crew and
flight scheduling, all of which would
increase operational costs.

According to data from Cirium, an
aviation analytics company, currently
there are almost 400 weekly westward
international departures from North
Indian airports-Delhi, Amritsar, Jaipur
and Lucknow-that were routinely fly-
ing over Pakistan. Given that all these

flights have return legs, the total num-
ber of affected flights goes up to
around 800 from these airports. Of
these, around 640 flights are from or to
India’s largest airport — Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International airport — which
is likely to be the most affected due to
the move by Pakistan The initial impact
is already visible with Indian airlines’
flights from North India to West Asia,
the Caucasus, Europe, the UK, and
North America’s eastern region switch-
ing from their routine paths to longer
routes, adding anywhere between 15
minutes to a few hours to the journey,
depending on the distance and the loca-
tion of the destination.

In the pre flight passenger communi-
cation, the DGCA stated the airlines
must inform passengers about routing
changes due to airspace restrictions.
“Communicate the revised total expect-
ed travel time (departure to arrival).

Tensions escalate along Lo(

MOHIT KANDHARI B Jammu

India and Pakistan is once again

heating up in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam massacre, in which 26 tourists
were killed and 17 others were wounded
on April 22. Shattering peace, the Pakistan
Army has been violating the February
2021 ceasefire agreement for the last two
days by resorting to small arms firing
across multiple locations along the LoC.
The Indian Army has also given them a
befitting reply.

Meanwhile, anticipating punitive
strikes by India, Pakistan has already
issued a NOTAM (Notice to
Airmen/Mariners) for the Arabian Sea
and initiated a naval live fire exercise,
while putting its military on full alert. The
local commanders of the Indian Army
have been constantly monitoring the
ground situation. High alert has been

The Line of Control (LoC) between

sounded to prevent any ‘lethal strike by
the Border Action Team (BAT) of
the Pakistan Army on the forward
Indian posts.

“On the night of 25-26 of April, 2025,
unprovoked small firing was carried out
by multiple Pakistan Army posts all
across the Line of Control in Kashmir.
Indian troops responded appropriately
with small arms. No casualties reported,”
a statement of the Indian Army said.

On February 21, 2025, the Indian
army lodged a strong protest with
Pakistan over recent incidents of cross-
LOC firing at a Brigade Commander level
Flag meeting that took place along the line
of control near the Chakan-Da-Bagh
crossing point in Poonch. After the
ceasefire agreement of 2021, tensions
escalated between India and Pakistan on
several occasions as targeted strikes on the
Indian army convoys, army camps were
reported across Jammu and Kashmir.
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Indian, Pakistani protesters
face off in London

London: There was a face-off between
Indian diaspora groups who gathered to
protest Pakistan-backed terrorism in the
wake of the Pahalgam terrorist attack and
counter-protesters outside the Pakistan
High Commission here, which saw scenes of
a Pakistani diplomatic official making
threatening gestures. In videos posted by
Indian community groups from Friday
evening’s protest on social media, the
Pakistani official can be seen taunting them
from the balcony of the mission building at
Lowndes Square. He was holding a poster
with a sketch of Captain Abhinandan
Varthaman and the words “Chai is
Fantastic” — a reference to the Indian
Air Force (IAF) pilot’s captivity in
February 2019.

FULL REPORT ON P6

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
to resume from June
New Delhi: India and China will, after a
gap of five years, resume the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra from June. This move is
seen as an attempt to normalise the ties
between the two countries that nosedived
following the standoff at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)in eastern Ladakh. Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) on Saturday said
the Yatra is set to take place from June to
August via two routes — Lipulekh Pass in
Uttarakhand and Nathu La in Sikkim. The
pilgrimage to Mount Kailash and
Mansarovar Lake in China’s Tibet
Autonomous Region holds religious
significance to Hindus as well as Jains and
Buddhists. “Kailash Manasarovar Yatra
organised by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) is set to take place during
June to August 2025,” it said. The Yatra
was suspended initially in 2020 because
of the COVID-19 pandemic and
subsequently because of the military
standoff between the two sides on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh.

FULL REPORT ON P4

ISRO flags off second stage
of GSLV launch vehicle

Bengaluru: ISRO on Saturday announced
that the second stage of its GSLV launch
vehicle was flagged off by Chairman V
Narayanan recently from the ISRO
Propulsion Complex (IPRC), Mahendragiri,
to the launch complex at Sriharikota. The
Directors of ISRO Propulsion Complex
(IPRC) and Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC) also participated in the flag off
ceremony which was held on March 24, it
said. “This liquid stage is earmarked for
the upcoming mission of GSLV (GSLV-F16)
that will launch the NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR) satellite. The
launch campaign activities for this mission
have already commenced at Sriharikota in
the first week of April 2025,” ISRO said, in
a statement.

India lifted 171 million people from
extreme poverty:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New York

poverty in the decade between 2011-12 and

2022-23, the World Bank said. “Over the past
decade, India has significantly reduced poverty.
Extreme poverty (living on less than $ 2.15 per day)
fell from 16.2 per cent in 2011-12 to 2.3 per cent in
2022-23, lifting 171 million people above this line,”
the World Bank said in its ‘Poverty & Equity Brief’

India has lifted 171 million people from extreme

on India.

It added that rural extreme poverty dropped from
18.4 per cent to 2.8 per cent, and urban from 10.7 per
cent to 1.1 per cent, narrowing the rural-urban gap
from 7.7 to 1.7 percentage points — a 16 per cent
annual decline. The brief said that India also transi-
tioned into the lower-middle-income category. Using
the $3.65 per day LMIC poverty line, poverty fell
from 61.8 per cent to 28.1 per cent, lifting 378 mil-

lion people out of poverty.

Rural poverty dropped from 69 per cent to 32.5 per
cent, and urban poverty from 43.5 per cent to 17.2 per
cent, reducing the rural-urban gap from 25 to 15 per-
centage points with a 7 per cent annual decline. India’s
five most populous states — Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Bihar, West Bengal, and Madhya
Pradesh-accounted for 65 per cent of the country’s
extreme poor in 2011-12 and contributed to two-thirds

poverty declined from 53.8 per
per cent by 2019-21.

Q1 FY24/25, the lowest since

mal. Self-employment is rising,

World Bank

of the overall decline in extreme poverty by 2022-23,
it said. “Nevertheless, these states still accounted for
54 per cent of India’s extremely poor (2022-23) and
51 per cent of the multidimensionally poor (2019-21),
the brief said adding that as measured by the multi-
dimensional poverty index (MPI), non-monetary

The brief added that employment growth has out-
paced the working-age population since 2021-22.
Employment rates, especially among women, are ris-
ing, and urban unemployment fell to 6.6 per cent in

indicates a shift of male workers from rural to urban
areas for the first time since 2018-19, while rural female
employment in agriculture has grown.

Highlighting the challenges that persist, the brief
said that youth unemployment is 13.3 per cent, increas-
ing to 29 per cent among tertiary education gradu-
ates. Only 23 per cent of non-farm paid jobs are for-
mal, and most agricultural employment remains infor-

workers and women. Despite female employment rate
of 31 per cent, gender disparities remain, with 234
million more men in paid work.

The World Bank Poverty and Equity Briefs (PEBs)
highlight poverty, shared prosperity and inequality
trends for over 100 developing countries.

cent in 2005-06 to 16.4

2017-18. Recent data

especially among rural

President Droupadi Murmu on Saturday attended the funeral Mass of Pope Francis at St Peter's Square here. Francis,
who was the first non-European Pope in nearly 1,300 years, died on Monday. He was 88. Union Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, Minister of State for Minority Affairs, George Kurian and Deputy
Speaker of Goa Legislative Assembly, Joshua De Souza, who are part of the official Indian delegation led by the
President, also attended the ceremony. “President Droupadi Murmu attended the funeral Mass of His Holiness Pope
Francis at Saint Peter's Square in Vatican City,” her office said in a post on X. Murmu reached here on Friday on a
two-day visit to offer condolences on behalf of the government and people of India. Soon after, she paid homage to
Pope Francis at the Basilica of St Peter. India had declared a three-day state mourning on the passing of Pope Francis.
World leaders and a large number of Catholic followers attended Pope Francis’ funeral on Saturday.
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Government cancels Junior Engineer leaves

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

racking the whip, the Delhi
‘ Government has cancelled all leaves

for officers at the Junior Engineer
(JE) level and above in the Delhi Jal Board,
Public Works Department (PWD) and
Irrigation & Flood Control (I&FC) depart-
ments until 15th September 2025 to com-
plete the desilting of drains and take nec-
essary measures to prevent waterlogging
before the upcoming monsoon. Leave
will be allowed only for serious medical
emergencies with senior approval.

The issue has become a recurring fea-
ture during monsoons due to multiple fac-
tors, including old drains and silt accumu-
lation. Delhi gets inundated every monsoon
with waterlogging and flooding due to
incomplete desilting work and poor
drainage management system on the
ground. Last year, on the first day of mon-
soon, roads of most parts of South Delhi
— AIIMS, Airport road, Dhaula Kuan,
Jangpura, Lajpat Nagar, ITO — saw heavy
waterlogging leading to traffic snarls. Last
year, three students in Old Rajinder Nagar
after they were trapped in a flooded base-
ment of a coaching centre. In 2023, the Ring
Road, ISBT Kashmere Gate, ITO, IP Road,
Pragati Maidan Tunnel falling near Yamuna
River inundated for three days, disrupting
vehicular movement.

“It is hereby ordered that leave of any
kind will not be approved or recommend-
ed at any level of JE and above till 15th

September, 2025 except in case of extreme
medical emergency of the officer or imme-
diate family members. Leave under excep-
tional circumstances will only be approved
at  the level of Principal
Secretary/Additional Chief Secretary’,
reads the order issued by Naveen Kumar
Chaudhary Additional Chief Secretary,
from the General Administration
Department of Delhi government.

It is hereby ordered that leave
of any kind will not be approved
at any level of JE and above till
15th September, 2025 except
in case of extreme medical
emergency of the officer

“Every year due to severe problems of
waterlogging, bad road conditions and
flooding across the city during monsoon,
people suffer a lot. As the monsoon is
approaching fast, work has to be carried out
on war footing by way of completion of
desilting of drains, necessary measures to
prevent waterlogging and flooding, repairs
of roads and removal of unwanted mate-
rials on roads and drains across the city.
Even during monsoon, all the concerned
departments have to be on alert mode to
meet any emerging challenge, said the
order. Recently at a review meeting, the
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta was informed
that in 2023 and 2024, Delhi Traffic Police

has identified 335 waterlogging sites under
PWD in Delhi, out of which work has been
completed at 284 sites, while instructions
have been given to complete the work at
the remaining places expeditiously.

Of the 335 waterlogging points under
PWD, 232 short-term solutions and 52
long-term projects have already been
completed. Work is ongoing at the remain-
ing 51 points, which are being addressed
on a priority basis.

Under this, Junior Engineers and
Assistant Engineers have been assigned
responsibilities as designated officers at the
field level, while Executive Engineers have
been appointed as reviewing officers to
monitor these works.

All nodal officers have been told to sub-
mit their detailed action plans within a
week. The 7 most critical waterlogging
points will be directly monitored by the
Principal Secretary and Engineer-in-Chief,
PWD, ensuring robust oversight and
accountability.

Under this, work is being carried out to
strengthen 101 roads under PWD, which
have been directed to be completed before
the monsoon. Additionally, repair work for
potholes on the capital’s roads is also being
completed on a priority basis

Water and PWD Minister Parvesh
Verma has said that all the 1,400 km of
drains under the Public Works Department
are to be desilted by May 31, and other
agencies are also working to clean the drains
under their jurisdiction.

Massive explosion at Iranian
port Kills five, injures over 700

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Muscat (Oman)

massive explosion and fire rocked
Aa port on Saturday in Southern Iran

purportedly linked to a shipment of
a chemical ingredient used to make mis-
sile propellant, killing five people and
injuring more than 700 others.

The blast at the Shahid Rajaei port hap-
pened as Iran and the United States met
on Saturday in Oman for the third round
of negotiations over Tehrans rapidly
advancing nuclear programme.

While no one in Iran outright suggest-
ed that the explosion came from an
attack, even Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, who is leading the talks,
on Wednesday acknowledged that “our
security services are on high alert given
past instances of attempted sabotage and
assassination operations designed to pro-
voke a legitimate response.”

For hours, authorities in Iran offered no
clear explanation for what caused the blast
at the port, which is just outside of
Bandar Abbas, though they did deny that
the explosion had anything to do with the
country’s oil industry.

However, the port took in a shipment
of “sodium perchlorate rocket fuel” in
March, the private security firm Ambrey
said. The fuel is part of a shipment from
China by two vessels to Iran first report-

ed in January by the Financial Times.

The fuel was going to be used to
replenish Iran’s missile stocks, which had
been depleted by its direct attacks on Israel
during the war with Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.

“The fire was reportedly the result of
improper handling of a shipment of solid
fuel intended for use in Iranian ballistic
missiles,” Ambrey said.

Ship-tracking data analysed by The
Associated Press put one of the vessels
believed to be carrying the chemical in the
vicinity in March, as Ambrey said. Iran
hasn't acknowledged taking the ship-
ment. The Iranian mission to the United
Nations didn’t immediately respond to a
request for comment on Saturday.

Its unclear why Iran wouldn't have
moved the chemicals from the port, par-
ticularly after the Beirut port blast in 2020.
That explosion, caused by the ignition of
hundreds of tonnes of highly explosive
ammonium nitrate, killed more than 200
people and injured more than 6,000 oth-
ers. However, Israel did target Iranian mis-
sile sites where Tehran uses industrial mix-
ers to create solid fuel.

Social media footage of the explosion on
Saturday at Shahid Rajaei saw reddish-
hued smoke rising from the fire just before
the detonation. That suggests a chemical
compound being involved in the blast.
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CM to inaugurate ‘MP Tech Growth Conclave 2025’ today

Chief Minister has expressed
confidence that the conclave will
emerge as a golden investment
opportunity for technology leaders
from India and around the world

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

n a major step towards
Iestablishing Madhya

Pradesh as a hub of tech-
nology and digital innova-
tion, Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav will inaugu-
rate the 'MP Tech Growth
Conclave 2025' on April 27,
2025, at the Brilliant
Convention Centre, Indore.
The Chief Minister has
expressed confidence that
the conclave will emerge as
a golden investment oppor-
tunity for technology leaders
from India and around the
world.
On this occasion, Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav will
release the guidelines for
four new technology policies
of the state - the GCC Policy,
Drone Policy,
Semiconductor Policy, and
AVGC-XR Policy. These for-

ward-looking policies aim to
boost innovation, research,
and manufacturing, unlock-
ing regional technological
potential.

Organised by the
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, this con-
clave is a key initiative to
translate the investment
commitments made during
the Global Investors Summit
(GIS) Bhopal into actionable
outcomes.

The 'MP Tech Growth
Conclave' will be the state's
first fully sector-based tech-
nology conclave, serving as
a platform to bring the

recent GIS-Bhopal invest-
ment proposals into reality.
Over 300 leading industry
experts, entrepreneurs, pol-
icy makers, and investors -
including representatives
from global tech giants such
as Google, Microsoft, and
NVIDIA - are expected to
attend.

During the conclave, the
Chief Minister will also per-
form Bhoomi-Poojan (foun-
dation-laying ceremonies)
for new IT Parks, Skill
Development Centers, and
Startup Incubators. He will
inaugurate Centers of
Excellence and Incubation
Hubs, signing of the key

MoUs, presenting the land
allocation letters, and launch
a dedicated 'Investment
Facilitation Portal' that will
provide real-time project
tracking and a single-win-
dow interface for investors.
The conclave will also fea-
ture sector-specific round-
table meetings, virtual con-
sultations with members of
the IT Advisory Board, and
one-on-one meetings
between the Chief Minister
and top CXOs (Tech
Industry Leaders) to fast-
track investment approvals
and resolve project-level
challenges.

'MP Tech Growth Conclave
2025" will mark a decisive
step in transforming
Madhya Pradesh into a
leader in future digital India
and in realising the invest-
ment pledges made during
GIS 2025.

lllegal mining to bhe
monitored through Al

Bhopal: Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has directed the devel-
opment of a mining surveillance
system utilising Artificial
Intelligence (AI) to curb illegal
mining, storage, and trans-
portation activities. Under this
initiative, Geo-Tagging of all
7,502 approved mines across the
state has been completed, clear-
ly demarcating mining areas.
Satellite imagery and remote
sensing technologies will be
deployed to monitor illegal
excavation and storage activities.
Yadav stated that this system
will be capable of detecting
unauthorised mining activi-
ties outside the designated
mining zones. The system will
analyse satellite images and
alert state and district-level
administrations at regular
intervals. Field teams will
inspect and verify such alerts
via a mobile application and
register reports directly onto
the portal or app.

Traders down shutters in response to a bandh call given by the Bhopal Chamber of Commerce and Industries to protest the

Pahalgam terror attack, at New Market in Bhopal on Saturday.
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NSUI demands strict action in Madhya Pradesh Nursing Scam

Bhopal: Renewing its attack on
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment over the high-profile nurs-
ing scam, the National Students'
Union of India (NSUI) has
demanded immediate and strin-
gent action against all those
involved. NSUI State Vice
President Ravi Parmar submitted
a detailed memorandum to the
Chief Secretary of Madhya
Pradesh, urging a high-level
independent inquiry, immediate
suspension of the accused offi-
cials, and initiation of criminal
proceedings.

In his memorandum, Parmar
pointed out that despite the scam
being exposed more than a year
ago, comprehensive action
against all guilty individuals
remains pending. He noted that
in 2024, the then Commissioner
of Medical Education had issued
show-cause notices to over 110
doctors and nursing staff.
However, under the current com-

missioner, Tarun Rathi, charge
sheets have been issued to only
70 individuals, raising concerns
that several accused are being
deliberately shielded.

Parmar further alleged that while
the government removed
Radhika Nair, the then Principal
of the Nursing School at Gandhi
Medical College, Bhopal, no firm
action has been taken against
other officials and staff who
were also issued notices. These
include former principal Rosy
Shahul, Dr. Jitendra Mahawar,
Dr. Hari Singh Makwana, Dr.
Sandeep Marskole, Dr. Virendra
Dhurve, and nursing staffers
Rajni Nair, Priyadarshini
Dehriya, Deepika Kumbhare,
and Rajshri Malviya. Similarly, at
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
Medical College, Jabalpur, despite
charge sheets being issued to
nursing college officials Stella
Peter, Easter Sheeba Andrews,
and Aarti Tiwari, they continue

to remain in their posts, which,
Parmar stated, casts serious
doubts over the impartiality of
the investigation.

The memorandum also men-
tioned that Pratibha Singh
Thakur had previously granted
illegal recognition to several fake
nursing colleges. Despite NSUI
lodging a written complaint with
the Medical Education
Commissioner on April 4, 2025,
no concrete action has been ini-
tiated against her so far.

NSUT has made it clear that if
strict action is not taken prompt-
ly against all those responsible, the
organization will be compelled to
launch a statewide agitation to
protect the interests of students
and uphold democratic values.
Speaking to reporters, Ravi
Parmar said that the govern-
ment’s continued inaction in such
a sensitive matter is deeply tar-
nishing the credibility of medical
education in Madhya Pradesh.

Rameshwar for speedy completion of work

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

uzur MLA Rameshwar
HSharma inspected roads

in the Kolar area of the
state capital on Saturday. He
announced a new cement
concrete stretch from Mandakini
Square to Danish Kunj.
Sharma was accompanied by
officials from the SDM Kolar
office, Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC), PWD,
Police and  Electricity
Department. The inspection
began at Sarvadharma Bridge
and included JK Hospital Road.
The MLA said the road from
Mandakini Square to Agrasen
Square (Danish Kunj) would be
rebuilt with cement concrete and
widened. Electricity poles
obstructing the way will be
relocated for smoother flow of
traffic. The new road, costing
approximately Rs 10 crore, will be
the first in Bhopal to use white-

topping technology, aimed at
offering greater durability and
smoother commuting
experience.

Sharma instructed officials to
repair damaged roads before the
monsoon and clean drains
thoroughly. He stressed
identifying waterlogging-prone
areas and ensuring swift
arrangements for effective
drainage. Officials were also
directed to start work on the road
from Agrasen Square to Girdhar
Complex immediately and to
expedite construction near Khatu
Shyam Temple.

Sharma said internal roads in
colonies showing damage must be
repaired ahead of the rains. Drain
construction work, he added, must
be completed without delay. He
also visited PM Awas colonies and
issued instructions for proper
maintenance, urging officials to
ensure all works are finished before
the onset of the rainy season.

Light rainfall brings relief across Madhya Pradesh
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spell of light rainfall
Aaccompanied by strong

winds brought much-
needed relief to parts of Madhya
Pradesh on Friday night. Cities
including Bhopal, Harda,
Dewas, Sehore, Raisen, and
Narmadapuram experienced
showers, with wind speeds
touching 50 kmph in Bhopal, 47
kmph in Sehore, and 30 kmph
in Harda-Pachmarhi.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has forecast
rainfall and thunderstorms
across 34 districts in the com-
ing days, signaling a temporary
reprieve from the intense sum-
mer heat. On Friday, day tem-
peratures peaked at 42°C, a
notable dip from the scorching
44°C recorded earlier. Bhopal
recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 40.7°C, with the morn-

ing hours remaining cloudy
and comparatively less warm
before heating up later in the
day.

Despite the respite, heatwave
conditions are expected to per-
sist in isolated pockets of
Mandsaur, Neemuch, Guna,
Ashoknagar, Shivpuri,
Chhindwara, Chhatarpur,
Tikamgarh, Niwari, Ratlam,
Khandwa, and Burhanpur, IMD
officials said.

Thunderstorms accompanied
by lightning are likely over
Raisen, while thunderstorms
with lightning and gusty winds
between 40-50 kmph are fore-
cast for Narmadapuram, Betul,
Harda, Burhanpur, Khandwa,
Khargone, Gwalior, Datia,
Bhind, Morena, Sheopur,
Singrauli, Sidhi, Rewa, Anuppur,
Shahdol, Umaria, Dindori,
Katni, Jabalpur, Narsinghpur,
Seoni, Mandla, Balaghat,
Damoh, and Pandhurna.

Due to an active trough system,
light rain and thunderstorms are
expected on Saturday across 19
districts, including Gwalior,
Morena, Bhind, Datia, Sheopur,
Ashoknagar, Vidisha, Sagar,
Narmadapuram, Betul,
Narsinghpur, Chhindwara,
Pandhurna, Jabalpur, Seoni,
Mandla, Balaghat, Dindori, and
Anuppur. Additional rainfall
activity is likely in Khandwa,
Burhanpur, Pachmarhi, Damoh,
Sagar, Katni, Panna, Maihar,
Umaria, Sidhi, Shahdol, and
Rewa.

In particular, Narmadapuram,
Betul, and Harda are expected
to experience lightning with
thunder in the afternoon hours,
while Khandwa reported light
drizzle early Saturday morning.
Senior meteorologists predict
that the state will continue to
witness light rain and thunder-
storms for the next four days,
providing intermittent relief.

)

Traders take out a rally during a Bandh call to protest against the 'Pahalgam terrr attack called by Bhopal Chamber of Commerce and Industries, in Bhopal on Saturday.
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Bhopal assault horror: Organized gang’s full brutality exposed
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hree days after the shock-
I ing exposure of an orga-
nized gang accused of
systematically targeting Hindu
girls in Bhopal, police investi-
gations have revealed even
more horrifying details of the
gang’s brutal modus operandi.
The case, initially centered
around prime accused Farhan
Khan and his associates Sahil
Khan, Ali Khan, Shaji alias
Shamsuddin, Abrar, and
Nabeel, continues to unearth
layers of deceit, torture, and
exploitation.
According to fresh findings, the
gang operated with chilling
precision, deliberately selecting
young women from weaker
economic backgrounds and
exploiting their vulnerabilities.
Sahil Khan, who ran a dance
academy in Ashoka Garden,
became the gang's key recruiter
by admitting only Hindu girls
and using his position as a
trusted mentor to groom them.
Police now confirm that vic-

The scale of the crimes appears
far wider than initially
suspected, with forensic
analysis suggesting 10 to 15
additional victims

tims were first lured into a false
sense of security through lav-
ish outings to hookah lounges
and pubs, before being trapped
at secluded party locations.
There, the girls were drugged,
sexually assaulted, and their
ordeals secretly recorded to be
used as tools of blackmail.
One particularly harrowing
revelation involves a girl from
Betul, who was drugged and
raped by Sahil after her cold
drink was spiked with nar-
cotics.

Investigators have recovered
video evidence showing Farhan
Khan engaging in simultaneous
assaults on multiple victims,
further aggravated by sadistic
physical violence, including
burning victims with ciga-
rettes. Farhan reportedly stored

videos of these assaults in a
dedicated folder on his mobile
phone, treating them as
grotesque "trophies."

Further details highlight how
each gang member had a spe-
cific role: Shaji alias
Shamsuddin managed the
transportation of victims to
hideouts, Ali Khan filmed
assaults and circulated footage,
and Abrar and Nabeel aided in
executing the blackmail and
expanding the network.
Payments for these logistics
ranged between Rs 500 to Rs
700 per victim, police sources
confirmed.

The scale of the crimes appears
far wider than initially sus-
pected, with forensic analysis
suggesting 10 to 15 additional
victims. The Forensic Science

Laboratory (FSL) is currently
examining Sahil’s phone to
retrieve deleted videos, while
police teams have been dis-
patched to Kolkata and Bihar
to trace fugitives Abrar and
Nabeel.

With more accomplices poten-
tially linked to the gang,
Bhopal Police have invoked
organized crime charges in
addition to existing provisions
under the POCSO Act, rape
laws, and the Madhya Pradesh
Freedom of Religion Act. The
case is drawing comparisons to
the 1992 Ajmer rape scandal,
given its horrifying exploita-
tion of trust and organized
nature.

Public anger continues to
intensify, with citizens
demanding swift justice and
harsher laws to prevent such
crimes. Authorities have reit-
erated their commitment to
bringing every culprit to book
and ensuring comprehensive
justice for the courageous sur-
vivors who have come forward
despite enormous trauma.

WIPS Annual Day celebration highlights
women’s role in nation building
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orum of Women in
FPublic Sector (WIPS),

BHEL, Bhopal celebrated
its Annual Day Programme
today at Cultural Hall with
great zeal & fervor.
The Programme began with
lighting of the lamp and wor-
shiping of goddess Saraswati.
SM Ramanathan, ED (OSD/
ER&D), BHEL was present as
the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. PK Upadhyay, GM &
Head (HEP, Bhopal) graced
the programme as Guest of
Honour.
Santosh Kumar Gupta, AGM
& Head (HR) presided over
the Programme. Sangeeta
Ramanathan, Rosy Upadhyay,
all GMs/DROs and members
of WIPS were present in the
programme besides large
number of women employees.
Dr. Alpana Tiwari, Unit
Coordinator, WIPS, BHEL,
Bhopal welcomed all the dig-
nitaries and highlighted the
achievements of WIPS,
Bhopal whereas Namrata
Jaiswal presented the Annual
Report.
Ramanathan in his address
said that women think smart-
ly and they are the source of
change in society. He empha-

sized that women are at high-
er positions in BHEL as well as
various organizations/institu-
tions which can help in better
nation building. He talked
about self-discipline and grat-
itude to others. He also high-
lighted that BHEL has to play
avery important role today in
the industrial growth of the
country and people have great
expectations from the compa-
ny. BHEL having a huge Order
Book of almost Rs. two lakh
crores have to complete all
projects and orders as sched-
uled and meet the expectations
of the customers. He further
said that Bhopal Unit because
of its diversified product range
is one of the most important
Units of BHEL and the
employees of the Unit have to
stand out as Role Model for
others.

Office bearers of WIPS,
Bhopal Chapter were also felic-
itated for their outstanding
contribution during the year.
At the end prizes were dis-
tributed to the winners of var-
ious competitions conducted
by BHEL, WIPS Bhopal. The
programme was compered by
Parul Shrivastava & Amrita
Anand Karmakar while Ms.
Clara Toppo, AGM (PCG)
proposed the vote of thanks.

Bol signs MoU with
MPPGCL to offer

enhanced salary

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh
Power Generating Company
Limited (MPPGCL) and Union
Bank of India signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on Wednesday to facili-
tate the opening of salary
accounts for MPPGCL employ-
ees and officers.

Under this agreement, Union
Bank of India has committed to
providing an array of exclusive
and enhanced facilities under its
corporate salary account scheme.
Speaking on the occasion, Samir
Kumar, the Chief Manager of
Union Bank, said the bank will
offer superior services compared
to other banks, including zero
balance accounts and access to a
range of digital products.

In addition to basic banking ser-
vices, the employees will benefit
from concessions on interest
rates for loan accounts, dis-
counts on locker rentals, top-tier
debit cards, complimentary med-
ical and accident insurance, term
life insurance, and overdraft
facilities.

Union Bank emphasized that the
salary account scheme is specif-
ically tailored to offer compre-
hensive financial support to
MPPGCL employees, combining
ease of banking with value-
added services.

Youth brutally attacked at People’s
Mall, assailant still at large
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youth was brutally
Aattacked by an unidenti-

fied assailant at People's
Mall in the Karond area of
Bhopal, leaving him critically
injured with around 25 stitch-
es on his face and head. The
incident, which occurred on
April 24 at around 7:30 pm, has
raised serious concerns over
public safety in one of the city’s
busiest recreational spots.
The victim, Sami, a resident of
Panchmukhi Hanuman Mandir
locality near Fiza Hospital
under Talaiya police station
limits, was out with his fiancée
Zoya when the attack took
place. According to the police
complaint, the couple had gone
to a nearby shop to buy ice
cream when an unidentified
youth suddenly approached
them and started hurling abus-
es without provocation. When
Sami objected, the assailant
drew a knife from his waist and
attacked him viciously, targeting
his head and face before fleeing
the scene while issuing death
threats.
Sami was immediately rushed to
Hamidia Hospital in critical
condition, where doctors
administered approximately 25
stitches to treat his injuries.

Despite the severity of the
assault, more than 24 hours
after the incident, police have
neither apprehended the attack-
er nor retrieved CCTV footage
from the mall premises.
Speaking to the media, Sami’s
brother Shadab expressed deep
frustration over the slow pace of
the investigation, noting that the
family is still awaiting updates
from authorities. Shadab added
that Sami, though in critical
condition, has clearly stated
that he can identify the attack-
er, which could aid the investi-
gation if acted upon swiftly.
The Nishatpura police have
registered a case against the
unidentified accused and initi-
ated an investigation. Senior
officers assured that efforts are
underway to examine CCTV
footage and trace the suspect.
However, the delay in action has
sparked public outrage, with cit-
izens questioning the effective-
ness of security measures at
crowded public places like
People's Mall.

The incident serves as a grim
reminder of growing security
challenges in public spaces,
and the victim’s family has
urged authorities to expedite
the investigation and bring the
perpetrator to justice without
turther delay.
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Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan distributes appointment letters to the newly
recruits in the Government jobs during a Rozgar Mela, at Samanvay Bhawan in Bhopal on Saturday.
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Three tribal children drown in Satna district dam
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tribal children from

Kandaila village drowned
while bathing in deep water at
Amua Dam, located in the
Dharkundi police station area
of Satna district. The victims,
identified as Abhijeet Kol (6),
Abhi Kol (5), and Krishna Kol
(5), lost their lives on the spot.
According to police, four chil-
dren had gone to bathe at the
dam when the accident
occurred. One child, who

In a tragic incident, three

remained on the embankment,
witnessed the drowning and
immediately rushed two kilo-
meters back to the village to
alert others. Villagers prompt-
ly informed the police, and
within 30 minutes, the bodies
were recovered.

Dharkundi police station in-
charge Shailendra Singh and
Majhgawan Tehsildar Somesh
Dwivedi arrived at the scene
along with a police team.
Administrative officials
assessed the situation and
assured the bereaved families of

all possible assistance.
Immediate financial aid of Rs
25,000 per family was provid-
ed through the Red Cross,
Tehsildar Somesh Dwivedi
confirmed. Following
Panchnama proceedings, the
bodies were sent for post-
mortem.

According to TI Shailendra
Singh, the dam is a frequent
spot for fishing and bathing for
tribal villagers from nearby
areas. Authorities have urged
local residents to exercise cau-
tion around water bodies.
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Decaying tiger carcass found in Pench
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he discovery of a badly
Tdecomposed tiger car-

cass in Pench Tiger
Reserve on Saturday has trig-
gered an investigation, raising
questions about patrolling and
forest management in the pro-
tected area.
The carcass was found in the
dense Rukhad buffer zone by
a patrolling team. Officials
said the body was several days
old, with most parts having
already decomposed when dis-
covered.
Forest officials, field staff, and
a dog squad quickly arrived at
the site to begin an investiga-
tion. A post-mortem exami-
nation is underway, conduct-
ed by a wildlife veterinarian
summoned from Pench.
The carcass was located deep
within the dense forests of the
Rukhad East Beat, beyond

Masoolnala. Its advanced stage
of decomposition has made
determining the exact cause of
death challenging.

Officials said that detailed
information would only be
shared once the examination is
complete. They are also check-
ing whether any body parts are
missing from the carcass.
The discovery has cast doubt
on claims made by Pench
management regarding regular
jungle patrolling. Officials,
however, have refrained from
commenting publicly on the
effectiveness of monitoring
efforts.

This is not the first such inci-
dent. On 20 February 2025, a
tiger cub’s carcass was found in
a dry rivulet under the
Khawasa range of Pench Tiger
Reserve.

Shockingly, a live tiger cub was
seen feeding on the dead cub’s
body at the site. Forest staff

rushed to the spot after receiv-
ing information from local
eco-development officials.
Earlier, in January, a tigress
aged around 4-5 years was
found dead in Seoni during her
movement. Electrocution was
suspected, but investigations
are still ongoing.

Similarly, a male tiger aged
three to four years was dis-
covered dead in the Kurai
range of Pench. The forest
department performed last
rites after finding the carcass.
During a routine patrol, staff
detected a strong smell of rot-
ting meat. Following the odour,
they discovered a tiger carcass
about 20-25 metres off the
trail.

Bloodstains were visible in the
soil around the carcass, sug-
gesting a violent end. The
patrolling team immediately
alerted senior officials, and
the investigation got underway.

Pakistani short-term visa holders must leave

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh
Police has directed Pakistani
nationals residing in the state to
leave India by April 27, 2025, in
compliance with a central gov-
ernment directive. Those failing
to depart by the stipulated date
will face deportation proceedings,
officials confirmed on Friday.
Inspector General of Police
(Intelligence) Anshuman Singh
informed The Pioneer that the
number of Pakistani nationals
residing in Madhya Pradesh is rel-
atively small compared to other
states, largely because the Union
Home Ministry has granted
exemptions to individuals who
hold long-term visas (LTVs).
"Currently, there are more than
200 Pakistani nationals present in
Madhya Pradesh. However, only
about 15 individuals are on long-
term visas," Singh said.

He further explained that under
the fresh directive, visas for those
without LTV protection will
expire effective April 27, after
which authorities will begin for-

mal deportation procedures. "We
have already issued instructions to
all district police units to notify
concerned individuals about the
deadline. They have been clearly
informed that they must leave
India by the specified date," Singh
added.

The move is part of a larger
national exercise initiated by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA),
aimed at regulating the stay of for-
eign nationals following height-
ened security and immigration
concerns. Individuals who con-
tinue to remain illegally after
their visa expiry may face deten-
tion under the Foreigners Act,
with deportation carried out
through diplomatic channels.
Senior police officials clarified that
the exemption for long-term visa
holders applies primarily to those
who have migrated due to reli-
gious persecution or humanitar-
ian grounds and who are in the
process of applying for citizenship
under  the  Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).
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People light candles to pay tributes to the victims of Pahalgam terror blast, at Roshanpura square in Bhopal on Saturday. ~ Pioneer photo
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Minister for Health and Fam||y Welfare Rajendra Shukla and other guests release a souvenir during a national programme on the
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theme Suicide Across Population; Challenges and Solutions under the banner of Indian Association of Private Psychiatry (IAPP)

in Bhopal on Saturday.
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BMC lifts illegally parked vehicles
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spanning several areas in the

state capital on Saturday,
Bhopal Municipal Corporation
(BMC) teams lifted vehicles and
removed illegal structures from
roads, footpaths and public
spaces to maintain public con-
venience and civic order.
The action, which followed com-
plaints on the CM Helpline, saw
the encroachment squads demol-
ish illegally constructed staircas-
es, walls, huts and sheds across
several city areas. Two carts were
also seized.
Under instructions from
Commissioner  Harendra
Narayan, teams took action in
Durga Nagar, 80 Feet Road,
Ashoka Garden, Mata Mandir,
Nehru Nagar Square, New
Market no-vehicle zone and

In an anti-encroachment drive

other locations.

The squads dismantled encroach-
ments placed along 80 Feet Road,
cleared about 40 illegally parked
two-wheelers at New Market,
and removed two unauthorised
sheds in the Khajuri Kalan area
during the operation.

In addition, a staircase built ille-
gally behind Sadhu Vaswani
School in Bairagarh, and two huts
and a wall in Subhash Nagar,
were demolished during
Saturday’s drive.

Officials also cleared a large
number of carts, stalls, sugarcane
crushers and goods kept illegal-
ly outside shops. Two handcarts
were seized as part of the enforce-
ment action. Municipal staff
warned violators not to re-
encroach upon public spaces,
cautioning that any future viola-
tions would invite even sterner
action from the authorities.

VD warns of stern action against indiscipline and Love Jihad
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uring a meeting of the
D Bharatiya Janata Party's

(BJP)  Disciplinary
Committee held at the state
party headquarters in Bhopal on
Saturday, BJP State President
and Khajuraho MP Vishnu Dutt
Sharma emphasized that disci-
pline remains a core value of the
party’s functioning and warned
that indiscipline or anti-social
activities would not be tolerated
under any circumstances.
Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Sharma said that com-
munication and outreach are
hallmarks of the BJP’s organiza-
tional style, but those violating
discipline—whether workers,
office-bearers, or elected repre-
sentatives—would face immedi-
ate and strict action. He added,
“There is no place for indisci-

pline in our organization. Those
who attempt it will be dealt
with swiftly”

In a strong message against
"Love Jihad," Sharma asserted
that those involved in mislead-
ing and exploiting women under
such tactics would not be spared.
“Those indulging in Love Jihad
will face such stringent action
that it will become a precedent,’
he said, adding that the state gov-
ernment under Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav has already
taken the recent Bhopal case seri-
ously by forming a Special
Investigation Team (SIT). He
vowed that every culprit involved
would be tracked and punished,
setting a strong example.
Detailing the disciplinary dis-
cussions, Sharma informed that
the party leadership held con-
versations with two mayors and
two MLAs, namely Pradeep Patel

BMC in environment spot, who will fine?

Bhopal: Despite a massive fire at
the Adampur landfill being com-
mon knowledge, the Bhopal
Municipal Corporation has
maintained a conspicuous silence
over the smouldering waste on its
social media platforms nd the
daily media brief it issues to the
press.

Largely unreachable, BMC offi-
cials have responded to specula-
tion around the cause and han-
dling of the fire by selectively
leaking information to hand-
picked media outlets.

This silence has backfired.
Besides triggering speculations,
it has also made evident that the
civic body is attempting to man-
age coverage around an incident
with serious implications for the
environment and public health.
As per available information,
the fire was triggered by methane
emissions from lakhs of tonnes of

unsegregated waste lying
unchecked at the site. Sources say
municipal officials responsible for
the landfill escalated the matter
to the BMC headquarters only
after the fire had spiralled out of
control.

Media persons and photographers
who reached the site after smoke
became visible from across the
city say that even at that late stage,
BMC officials tried to block cov-
erage and downplay the incident.
The landfill is managed by a private
contractor under the supervision of
BMC officials responsible for ensur-
ing safe and environmentally sound
handling of waste. That municipal
officials allowed the waste to accu-
mulate unsegregated despite a sig-
nificant rise in mercury since
March is a lapse that deserves
closer scrutiny. This isn't the first
time that mishandling of waste at
the site has sparked concern. In

2023, the National Green Tribunal
levied a Rs 1.8 crore penalty on the
civic body after finding gaps in
waste management at Adampur,
one of the largest landfills in the
state.

Though official word on the matter
is unavailable, reports suggest that
the BMC now plans to levy a penal-
ty on the landfill contractor for laps-
es in its discharge of duties. However,
there is no indication of any action
against civic officials responsible
for supervision. Ironically, the BMC
is among the agencies tasked with
ensuring clean air in the city. Over
the past year, municipal inspections
have led to lakhs in spot fines
against citizens for non-compliance
with environmental guidelines. At a
time when Adampur smoulders and
the civic body appears to be work-
ing to deflect attention from the inci-
dent, questions, like smoke, just
hang in the air.

Vaccination drives mark world immunisation week
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series of activities to boost
Avaccine coverage and pub-

lic awareness is underway
in Bhopal as part of World
Immunisation Week, held under
the theme "Immunisation for
All is Humanly Possible".
The campaign, which began on
April 24 and runs till April 30, is
focusing on low-performing
wards, vacant sub-health centres,
and high-risk areas across the
city.
Chlldren aged birth to five are
being immunised based on
updated household lists prepared
by ASHA and Anganwadi work-
ers. Special efforts are targeting

families in peri-urban areas and
multi-storey buildings to ensure
no child is missed.

Medical officers, ANMs, com-
munity health officers, supervi-
sors, and ASHA workers are
undergoing orientation to
strengthen ground-level action.
Walls of schools, temples, village
entry points, and local meeting
spots are being painted with slo-
gans promoting timely vaccina-
tion.

Last year’s campaign saw over
60,000 children immunised. This
year’s efforts aim to support the
national target of eliminating
measles and rubella by December
2026. Door-to-door surveys are
identifying children who missed

their MR-1 and MR-2 doses, with
thousands already vaccinated.
Pregnant women are also being
prioritised through verification of
vaccine doses and maternal and
child health cards across the dis-
trict.

Chief Medical and Health Officer
Dr Prabhakar Tiwari said vacci-
nation remains the strongest
shield against life-threatening
diseases and urged parents to
ensure timely immunisation of
their children. Vaccines against
hepatitis B, polio, tuberculosis,
rotavirus, pneumontia, diphtheria,
tetanus, and other major illness-
es are being provided free of cost
at government health centres
throughout the week.

The well-being of every citizen is
key to a healthy India: Shukla
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eputy Chief Minister
DRajendra Shukla stated

that the vision of a devel-
oped India by 2047, envisioned
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, can only be realized by
ensuring the good health of
every citizen. He emphasized
that alongside tackling various
physical illnesses, overcoming
mental health issues is equally
essential, where psychiatrists
will play a vital role.
Shukla was addressing the inau-
gural session of the first
National Psychiatry Conference
of Central India, being held in
Bhopal. The two-day confer-
ence has attracted 45 eminent
speakers from across the coun-
try.
H?ghlighting the importance
of mental well-being, Shukla
said that the first happiness in
life is good health. In today’s
globalized era, mental stress is
increasingly common among
youth, primarily due to over-
whelming anxiety, intense com-
petition, fear of failure, and
excessive use of mobile phones
and other digital devices. In
such a scenario, the role of psy-
chiatrists becomes even more
crucial.
He also expressed concern over
the alarming global statistic of
nearly 1 million suicides annu-
ally. Shukla remarked that the
solutions to such problems are
deeply rooted in India’s ancient
traditions, with several institu-
tions continuously promoting
the practices of yoga and med-
itation. He added that there is

still significant potential for
expansion in these areas.
Deputy Chief Minister Shukla
shared that the state govern-
ment has initiated specialized
mental health services in ded-
icated rooms at each district
hospital for the treatment and
counseling of mentally ill
patients. He stressed that, along
with medical treatment, main-
taining continuous communi-
cation with mental health
patients is crucial.

He noted that issues like pho-
bias, mental disorders among
youth, anxiety disorders, schiz-
ophrenia, and obsessive-com-
pulsive disorders are increas-
ingly being diagnosed, urging
psychiatrists to approach their
work with a spirit of dedication.
Dr. Saloni Sidana, Director of
the National Health Mission,
Madhya Pradesh, informed that
special emphasis is being placed
on mental health treatment
within the National Health
Mission framework. She men-
tioned that understanding a
patient's environment is critical
for effectively diagnosing men-
tal health problems. Dr. Sidana
also highlighted that the state
offers free consultations 24x7
via the Tele-MANAS helpline,
which has successfully handled
over 300,000 calls to d ate.
Other speakers included Dr.
Kavita Singh, Dean of Gandhi
Medical College Bhopal; Dr.
R.N. Sahu and Dr. Mrigesh
Vaishnav from the Indian
Association of Private
Psychiatry (IAPP). The pro-
gram was conducted by Dr.
Samiksha Sahu.

Tuition classes rule as schools close for summer

KISHAN SINGH RANA M Bhopal

s most schools in the state
Acapital closed for the two-

month summer holiday
on Saturday, private tuition cen-
tres are preparing for a fresh
influx of students. Amid rising
inflation, soaring school fees, and
mounting concerns over falling
education standards, parents say
that private tuition is no longer
a “luxury” but a “necessity”.
Once limited to board exam
aspirants, tuition culture today
extends to children as young as
those in Class 3. Experts link this
trend to growing academic com-
petition, overcrowded class-
rooms, and heightened parental
anxiety about their children’s
futures.
“With school fees increasing
every year and separate pay-
ments for tuition, it'’s becoming
unmanageable for middle-class
families like ours,” said Sunita
Sharma, 39, a homemaker from
Bairagarh. Her husband, a sales
executive, and she spend almost
Rs 8,000 a month on tuition for
their two children, apart from

school fees.

Bijendra Singh Tomar, a UPSC
aspirant father, recalled, “In our
time, coaching was for weak stu-
dents. Later, it became a luxury
for the rich. Now, it’s an insepa-
rable part of education. T haven't
seen anyone top without coach-
ing

Hi son, Ashish, added, “With
inflation and the rat race, we
need tuition to stay ahead. We
want to build a secure future for
ourselves and our parents.”
Vikram Thakur, a farmer and
father of two, said, “My income
depends on God and the weath-
er. I don’t want my children’s lives
to be so uncertain. I'm ready to
sacrifice everything to give them
a better education. Coaching
helps them stay focused”
Santosh Singh Tomar, who has a
college-going daughter and a
school-going son, shared, “We
live near Mrinal Residency. Their
school fees are over Rs 2 lakh a
year. Its a heavy burden, but if
they succeed, our prayers will be
answered. If not, it will all be for
nothing”

Parents, students, and educa-

tionists alike agree: private
tuition has become indispens-
able. “In classes of 40 to 50 stu-
dents, a teacher can't give indi-
vidual attention,” said Rohit
Thakur, 16, a Class 10 student
from Kolar. “At tuition, at least
my doubts are properly cleared.”
Earlier reserved for the wealthy,
the trend has now spread to
lower-income groups, with par-
ents enrolling children in English,
mathematics, and science coach-
ing. “Schools today are focused on
projects, functions, and formali-
ties. Core learning often takes a
backseat,” said Vibha Mathur, a
tuition teacher in Arera Colony.
The financial strain is stark. “Last
year, my sons school increased
fees by 9 per cent, and now his
tuition teacher has raised charges
too,” said Amit Verma, a bank
employee from Ayodhya Nagar.
“Household bills have almost
doubled. It feels like we earn only
to pay fees”

“Earlier, Rs 2,500 per month suf-
ficed for good tuition. Now, for
senior classes, it’s Rs 5,000 or more
per subject,” said Neeraj Yadav, a
coaching teacher from MP Nagar.

Competitive exam coaching
comes at a premium. For IIT-JEE
and NEET, institutes charge
between Rs 1.2 lakh and Rs 2.5
lakh a year. “My daughter is
preparing for NEET, and we are
paying Rs 1.8 lakh annually, apart
from school fees, said Deepak
Jha, 47, an LIC agent near
Hoshangabad Road.

Manish Pandey, a senior CBSE
school teacher in Shahpura, said,
“Students are becoming too reliant
on spoon-feeding. Many schools
have become commercialised,
pushing parents towards coach-
ing’

“My neighbour’s son has joined a
Rs 50,000 summer crash course
for IIT preparation. We can't even
dream of affording that, said
Neelam Patel, 35, a single moth-
er from Govindpura.

“If schools consistently delivered
quality education, there would be
no need for private coaching,” said
Ravindra Verma, a retired edu-
cationist.

Experts warn that over-schedul-
ing children could harm their
autonomy, mental health, and
long-term motivation.

Binary system to make
NAAC accreditation
simpler

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

fter observing that a large
Anumber of higher educa-

tion institutes were avoid-
ing participation in the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) accreditation
process due to fear of being
exposed for their quality and
standards, the Higher Education
Department has decided to
implement the binary accredita-
tion system from next month.
The department believes that the
new system, which categorises
institutions simply as "Accredited"”
or "Not Accredited,” will encour-
age wider participation.
"Binary accreditation will moti-
vate more higher education insti-
tutes to join the assessment
process, as it eliminates the fear
associated with grading. Earlier,
NAAC graded institutions under
categories like A++, A+, A, B++,
and C, which created apprehen-
sions among institutions about
their quality being exposed.

AIIMS organises workshop

Bhopal: The Department of
Microbiology organized a two-day
workshop titled
“Training/Brainstorming Session
on Developing Strategies for the
Prevention of Waterborne
Hepatitis and Hands-on Training
on Serology and Molecular
Identification”

The objective of the workshop was
to develop effective strategies for
the identification, prevention,
and treatment of waterborne
hepatitis, and to provide practical
training in serology and molecu-
lar diagnostic techniques. District
epidemiologists, medical officers,
postgraduate students, and labo-
ratory technicians from across the
state participated in the workshop.
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+| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I MANPYARE AHIRWAR S/0
RAGGU  AHIRWAR R/O
Gram-V ~ Banne  Bujurg
Tikamgarh Madhya Pradesh-
472115 changed my minor
Son’s name SUMIT AHIRWAR
to AMRAT AHIRWAR aged 9
Years.

PD(1935)A

and Pritam Singh Lodhi, regard-
ing certain reported matters.
While Lodhi could not attend
due to being out of station,
Sharma said he would meet the
committee later. The party has
also interacted with the
Chairperson  of  Bina
Municipality and the Mayor of
Dewas, and a notice has been
issued to the Mayor of Sagar who
failed to attend.

On the issue of illegal Pakistani
nationals residing in Madhya
Pradesh, Sharma said that the
state government is actively iden-
tifying and removing nearly 220
Pakistani citizens, some of whom
have overstayed illegally. He
assured that stern action will be
taken against them, reaffirming
the government's commitment
to national security.

% NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Tender No.:- JHSW-MNP-25-08
Date: 24.04.2025

E-TENDER NOTICE

For & on behalf of President of India,
Chief Workshop Manager, Wagon
Repair Workshop, North Central
Railway, Jhansi has invites online E-
tender for the following work.
Description of work: Comprehensive
AMC of 02 Nos. Laser Engraving
Machine (Plant No. - 1756 & 1015) for
05 years at Wagon Repair Workshop,
Jhansi. Approx Cost: Rs.
5,43,061.80/- (Rupees Five Lakh Forty
Three Thousand Sixty One and Paisa
Eighty only), Earnest Money: Rs.
10,900/ (Rupees Ten Thousand Nine
Hundred Only), Completion Period:
60 Months, Date of closing:
21.05.2025 at 15:00 Hrs.1. Tender will
be closed at 15:00 Hrs on 21.05.2025
and is available on Indian Railway E-
website www.ireps.gov.in. 2. For
detailed information please visit Indian
Railway E-Tendering website
www.ireps.gov.in

www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

705/25 (AS
»| @CPRONCR

Date 24.04.2025).

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
QUALITY CONTROL UNIT DIVISION
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, BHOPAL
E:mail ecphedqcbpl@mp.gov.in Telephone No. 0755-2661511

Shyamla Hills, Bhopal (M.P.)

NIT No. 01/TS/EE/QCU/PHED/2024-25,
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Online digitally sealed tenders are invited on behalf of the Governor of M.P. for the following work
in Form “C"” From Manufacturer or their authorized Agency to be provided for “Supply of ISI Mark
Galvanized Mild Steel Tubes with IS| Marked Socket (G.I. Pipe)". Tender can be purchase from 24.04.2025
to 09.05.2025 at 16.00 hours & submission of tender 09.05.2025 at 16:00 hours. Envelop “A” will be
open on 13.05.2025 at 11:00 hours Website: www.mptenders.gov.in (E-Tender No 2025_PHED_418867_1,

Bhopal, Dated : 24.04.2025

S. Name of work Probable Earnest Money Cost of tender Time
No. amount of documents | allowed for
contract completion
1 “Supply of ISI Mark Galvanized Mild Steel Rs. 500000.00 Rs. 2000.00 3 Months
Tubes with IS| Marked Socket (G.I. Pipe)” (Rs. Five Lakh Only) (Rs. Two
Thousand Only)

Lol O

G-12008/25

Date for purchase of tender :

Detailed condition can be seen in this office in working hours.

24.04.2025 to 09.05.2025 upto 16:00 hours.
Date of submission of tender: 24.04.2025 to 09.05.2025 upto 16:00 hours.
Pre Bid Meeting Held on Dated: 01.05.2025. 16:00 hours, in office hours.
Envelop A will be open on dated : 13.05.2025 at 11:00 hours.

Quality Control Unit Division, Bhopal

Ashish Martand
Executive Engineer

equitas

SAALL FIANCE BANKLTD

borrowers.

Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS EQUITAS FINANCE LTD)
Registered Office : No.769, Spencer Plaza, 4th Floor, Phase-ll, Anna Salai, Chennai - 600002.

SALE NOTICE FOR THE SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for the sale of immovable assets under SARFAES| Act, 2002, R/w rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers, Co borrowers and Guarantors that the below described immovable property
mortgaged to the Secured creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., will be sold on
28-05-2025 "AS IS WHERE 15" “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION" for recovery of below mentioned amount due to Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., from the following

+Interest from

5&G & Address Total Due

Description of the Immovable Property

Mr.PRAVIN 5/0.VALLABH
Mr..VALLABH 5/0. SEETARAM
Mrs.GHEESI BAI W/0.VALLABH

Khargone M.P Khargone-451331
Loan Account No:- SEKRGNE0318198

577516/- as on 16-04-2025).

All are residing at Gram - Sagur Teh - Bhikangaon Dist -

Shanu Diwakar : 9669976818

Item - 1 All the piece and parcel of land along with building permission Situated at Village Sagur PH.No.49
Khasra No.42 Tehsil Bheekangaon District Khargane MP Total and Measuring of land Area - 20 * 80 =
1600 Sq.Ft. North by : HOUSE OF SUKHDEV, South by : HOUSE OF RADHESYAM, East by : STREET, West
by : HOUSE OF GOPAL Measurement 20”80 = 1600 sq.ft. Situated at within the Sub-Registration District
of KHARGONE and Registration District of KHARGONE.Together with all buildings and structure attached
to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth, both present and future and all
Claim Amount Due Rs.244097/- as on 03-02-2023 with | easamentary / mamool rights annexed thereto,
further interest from 04-02-2023 with monthly rest,
charges and costs, etc,, (Total Qutstanding being Rs.

Reserve Price: Rs. 6,60,000 /-, Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 66,000/~
Authorised Officer Name & Contact : Satyendra Dawane : 9009404828,

Mr. Yashwant 5/0. Manak Singh
Mr. Manak Singh 5/0. Kashiram
Mrs. Bhagvanti Bai W/o. Manak

Madhya Pradesh
Loan Account No:- SEPPLNAO366016

609845/ as on 16-04-2025).

ALL THE PIECE AND PARCEL SITUATED AT SURVEY NO.217, P H NO.35 (New 80), Gram Undel Pedmi, THE.
KHUDEL, DISTT . INDORE M P 452020. North by : vacant land , South by : common road , East by : vacant
plot , West by : road. Measurement : 33*33 =1089sqft (101.02 Sq.mt.). Situated at within the Sub-
All are residing at Gram - Undel Pedmi, Indore - 452020 | Registration District of Indore and Registration District of Indore. Together with all buildings and structure
attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth, both present and future and
all easamentary / mamool rights annexed thereto,

Claim Amount Due Rs.364579/- as on 02-01-2024 with | Reserve Price: Rs. 3,92,000 /-, Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 39,200/~

further interest from 03-01-2024 with monthly rest, |Authorised Officer Name & Contact : Satyendra Dawane : 9009404828,

charges and costs, etc., (Total Outstanding being Rs. |Shanu Diwakar : 9669976818

Date - 27.04.2025, Place - MP

Date of Auction: 28-05-2025

For details and queries on purchase and sale : The intending bidders/purchasers are advised to visit ESFB Branch and the auction properties, and make his own
enquiry and ascertain additional charges, encumbrances and any third-party Interests and satisfy himself/herself/itself in all aspects there to before submitting
the bid. All statutory dues like property taxes, electricity/water dues and any other dues, if any, attached to the property to be ascertained and paid by the
successful bidder. The interested bidders are required to register themselves with the portal and obtain login 1D and password well in advance.

The intending purchaser/bidder is required to submit amount of the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) by way of NEFT/RTGS/DD in the account of "Equitas Small
Finance Bank Ltd", Account No- 200000807725 and IFSC Code- ESFB0001001, Bhaggyam Galleria, New No. 18, Bazulla Road, T. Nagar, Chennai - 600 017 drawn
on any nationalized or scheduled Bank on or before 27-05-2025.
For detailed terms and conditions of the E-Auction sale, please refer to the link provided www.equitasbank.com & https://www.bankeauctions.com

Authorized officer, Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd
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Government taking measures for
employment opportunities: Modi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

rime Minister Narendra Modi

asserted on Saturday that his gov-

ernment is taking several mea-

sures to ensure that the opportu-
nities for employment and self-employ-
ment keep growing.

Addressing the 15th edition of Rozgar
Mela after distributing more than 51,000
appointment letters to recruits in differ-
ent departments of the central govern-
ment, he said it is a time for unprecedent-
ed opportunities for youngsters.

In the virtual event, he noted that the
International Monetary Fund has said
India will remain the fastest-growing
major economy, asserting that employ-
ment opportunities will be rising in
every sector.

The production and export in automo-
bile and footwear industries have hit new
records, generating employment in large
numbers, Modi said.

Citing the difference his government
has made, the prime minister listed out
that cargo being handled through inland
water transparent has surged to 145 mil-
lion tonnes from 18 million tonnes before
2014 while national waterways have
increased from five to 110, and their
length from 2,700 km to over 5,000 km.

The prime minister said a big highlight
was that growth has been inclusive and
noted that the participation of women has
risen in every sector.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually attends a Rozgar Mela event

\

PTI

Three of the five toppers in this year’s
UPSC exam are women, he said, adding
over 90 lakh self-help groups have more
than 10 crore women working for them.

India’s women power is scaling new
heights in fields ranging from bureaucra-
cy to space and science, and the govern-
ment is also focusing on empowering
rural women, he said.

In this decade, the youth has powered

India’s rise in technology, data, and inno-
vation, Modi said while noting that the
country leads in real-time digital trans-
actions. When the youth actively con-
tributes to nation-building, the country
experiences accelerated development and
earns recognition on the global stage, he
said. Modi said his government is ensur-
ing at every step that employment and
self-employment opportunities for the

country’s youth continue to grow.

Mentioning initiatives like Skill India,
Startup India, and Digital India, the
prime minister said they are creating new
opportunities for the youth and provid-
ing an open platform to showcase
their talents.

India’s youth are demonstrating to the
world through their dedication and inno-
vation the immense potential that the
country possesses, he added.

Modi asserted that the World Audio
Visual and Entertainment Summit
(WAVES), to be held in Mumbai, will also
be a big opportunity for youngsters to
showcase their skills on a global platform.

They will also get to understand
Artificial Intelligence and immersive
media, and the event will infuse a new
energy into the sphere of digital content,
he said, adding that for innovators in the
media, gaming, and entertainment,
WAVES is an unprecedented opportuni-
ty to showcase their talent.

In this budget, the prime minister said,
the government has announced the
‘Manufacturing Mission’ with a goal to
promote the ‘Make in India’ initiative and
provide the country’s youth with the
opportunity to create products of global
standards.

“Manufacturing Mission will not only
support millions of MSMEs and small
entrepreneurs across the country but will
also open up new employment avenues
nationwide,” Modi added.

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
to resume after S-year pause

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

years, resume the Kailash Mansarovar

Yatra from June. This move is seen as
an attempt to normalise the ties between
the two countries that nosedived follow-
ing the standoff at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in eastern Ladakh.

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on
Saturday said the Yatra is set to take place
from June to August via two routes —
Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand and Nathu
La in Sikkim.

The pilgrimage to Mount Kailash and
Mansarovar Lake in China’s Tibet
Autonomous Region holds religious sig-
nificance to Hindus as well as Jains and
Buddhists. “Kailash Manasarovar Yatra
organised by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) is set to take place during
June to August 2025, it said.

The Yatra was suspended initially in
2020 because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and subsequently because of the mili-
tary standoff between the two sides on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh.The militaries of India and China
completed disengagement of troops at the
two remaining friction points of Demchok
and Depsang under a pact sealed on
October 21 last year.

Two days later, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping
held talks in the Russian city of Kazan and
agreed to revive various bilateral dialogue
mechanisms.

Following the Modi-Xi talks, the two

India and China will, after a gap of five

sides held a series of meetings in the last
few months which were aimed at normal-
ising the bilateral relations.

In January, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri visited Beijing and held talks with
his Chinese counterpart Sun Weidong. In
the meeting, the two sides decided to
resume the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
and agreed to take certain people-centric
steps to “stabilise and rebuild” ties.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Saturday said the
Yatra is set to take place from
June to August via two routes —
Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand
and Nathu La in Sikkim

“This year, five batches, each consisting
of 50 Yatris, and 10 batches, each consist-
ing of 50 Yatris, are scheduled to travel
through Uttarakhand State crossing over
at Lipulekh Pass, and through Sikkim state
crossing over at Nathu La Pass, respective-
ly, the MEA said in the readout.

The applications for the Yatra can be
submitted at the website: kmy.Gov.In, it
noted.

The Yatris will be selected from among
applicants through a “fair, computer-gen-
erated, random and gender-balanced”
selection process, MEA said.

“Since 2015, the entire process com-
mencing with on-line application till
selection of Yatris is a fully computerised
process,” according to the MEA.

Kashmiriyat

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

pony wallah who laid down his life
Atrying to save visitors to his home-

land, a guide who rescued a fami-
ly of 11 and countless locals are among
those who added another dimension to
Kashmir’s hospitality when terror struck
Pahalgam on a calm Tuesday afternoon.

In what is the deadliest attack in the
Valley since the Pulwama strike in 2019,
terrorists opened fire in Baisaran, a pop-
ular tourist spot in the upper reaches of
Pahalgam in Kashmir, killing 26 people,
mostly holidayers from other states.

As tourists and families of victims
from across the country reached home
from Kashmir and outrage spread, stories
of locals helping those who were stuck in
the terrifying ordeal flooded in. Kashmir,
their stories told the world, was also about
those who had saved their lives and
extended a helping hand in times of their
greatest crisis.

When the initial list of victims was made
public, Syed Adil Hussain Shah’s was the
only name of a local. The story of his brav-
ery made thousands, including Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Omar Abdullah,
attend his funeral on Wednesday in
Pahalgam’s Hapatnard village.

As the families of Kaustubh Ganbote
and Santosh Jagdale, two of the victims,
stood face to face with the armed terror-
ists, the 30-year-old pony ‘wallal’ confront-

lives on as pony wallah loses his life, shielding guests

ed them asking why they were killing inno-
cent people. In a courageous attempt to
protect the tourist, the young man tried to
snatch away the weapon. Shah succumbed
to three bullets to the chest.

Asavari Jagdale, who lost her father
Santosh Jagdale and uncle Kaustubh
Ganbote, recalled being helped by anoth-
er pony rider as they escaped the mayhem.

“I gathered courage and managed to
escape with my mother and aunt. While
coming down, my mother suffered leg
injuries. A pony rider offered us support
and hope. He gave us a pony ride to our
driver; Asavari, who had travelled from
Pune, recounted.

She added that her cab driver and pony
ride operator were “like angels sent from
God who stood by her at the time of the
attack”. “The pony ride operator did not
leave us behind, he was with us. He res-
cued my aunt, mother and me from the
spot,” she said.

The cab driver remained in touch even
after she left Srinagar and “offered to help
in every possible way”.

“He asked us to tell him any help we
need, whether it was money. He is a dri-
ver who still wants to help us. He was cry-
ing on the call and also when I was leav-
ing from Srinagar. I thanked him, I told
him that because of his presence I did not
feel lonely. He cried saying that he is sad
for my loss. They were like angels sent
by God”

. il
Syed Adil Hussain Shah
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Nazakat Ahmed Shah, a cousin of
Shah, was also at the venue of the massacre
and was instrumental in saving the lives
of 11 tourists, including three children.

The 28-year-old had taken four couples
and three children to Baisaran on the last
leg of their Kashmir trip. Just before the
group was about to leave the location, the
sound of gunfire alerted Nazakat who fell
to the ground with two of the children.

“My first concern was the safety of the
tourist families. I took Lucky’s kid and
another child and lay down on the ground.
The area was fenced so it was not easy to
escape. I noticed a small opening and asked
the families to move out through that
opening. They asked me to save the chil-

dren first. I slipped through it with the two
kids, and ran towards Pahalgam town,”
Nazakat said. After depositing the children
in a safe place, he returned to the spot and
escorted the others out safely. “Thanks to
Allah, T took all our 11 guests safely to
Pahalgam,” he said.

The story of Nazakat’s selfless act came
out when Arvind Agrawal, one of the
tourists, posted pictures of him and his
daughter with Shah on his social media
handle. “You saved our lives by risking
your own, we will never be able to repay
the debt of Nazakat Bhai,” he wrote.

Kuldeep Sthapak, another tourist, wrote
on social media: “Nazakat bhai, you not
only saved my life that day, you kept
humanity alive. I will never forget you for
the rest of my life”

An indelible face of compassion above
all else was tourist guide Sajad Ahmad
Bhat. Videos of him scurrying down the
mountainside with a child on his back were
circulated widely and many wanted to
know who this brave, helpful man was.

“Humanity above all... this is the mur-
der of humanity,” Bhat said.

When he reached the meadow, many
were crying for help. “We carried the
injured on our ponies and took them to
the Pahalgam hospital. We took at least 18-
20 injured on ponies. There were two-three
other men who carried people on their
back. I carried a child on my back, offered
water, took him to the hospital,” the

shawl vendor and guide said.

Terming the attack a blot on humanity,
he said all of Kashmir is in mourning.

“They should have instead killed us, it
should not have happened to them (the
tourists). We want to tell all Indians that
we stand with them... We are all Indians.

Then there were those who were saved
by cautious locals.

A five-member family from Buldhana
district in Maharashtra vacationing in
Pahalgam was about to step out for local
sightseeing on the fateful day, unaware of
the terror attack, but was stopped by the
owner and staff of their hotel from going
out in view of the tense situation.

Another couple from Maharashtra was
helped by locals in quickly moving away
from the site and reaching their hotel safe-
ly. Sakshi and Krishna Lolge, hailing from
Nanded in Maharashtra, were at the
Baisaran meadow some 15 minutes before
the gunmen burst into the meadow.

“We heard the sound of firing after we
moved a little away from the place,
Sakshi said

“If there was no support from local peo-
ple, who helped us to move away fast, we
would have not been able to make
this video.

The local people helped the tourists a
lot,” she said in a video shot from her hotel.
Her husband Krishna said their pony ride
operators quickly rushed them down
the hill.

CRPF QAT fir

respond to Pahalgam attack

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

commandos was the first respon-

der to the ghastly terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam. The
team reached the Baisaran meadow only
to find droves of holidayers rushing down
and three men who were shot at, officials
said on Saturday.

The Delta company location of the
CRPF’s 116 battalion is the nearest secu-
rity base, about four to five kilometres,
from the scenic tourist spot where
Pakistan-sponsored terrorists killed 26
people, mostly tourists, on April 22.

Rajesh Kumar, the commanding offi-
cer of the CRPF battalion, was moving
out of the camp when he saw a number
of “ponywallahs” and some tourists pac-
ing down hurriedly from the heights,
prompting him to stop them and ask
questions. The ponywallahs said, “sahab,
kuch hua hai upar Baisaran mein, Shayad
goliyan chali hain (sir, something has
happened at Baisaran, Bullets have prob-
ably been fired)”, the officials said.

The CO immediately asked his QAT,
stationed nearby, to report and a team of
about 25 commandos soon began the 40-
45 minute trek on the slushy and rocky
track to reach the meadow.

The troops, the officials said, were
mindful while climbing up as there was
a huge possibility of pin-pointed fire com-
ing from the top or a grenade being
lobbed by the terrorists.

In the meantime, the local CRPF unit
erected checkposts around Pahalgam
town and “secured” vantage points near
the incident spot, they added.

The company commander of the Delta
unit, Assistant Commandant Raashi
Sikarwar, also joined in and was “tasked
by the CO to take care of women and
children as many of them were injured,
screaming and scared”.

The CRPF unit was “astonished” to
find three men with bullet injuries lying
on the ground and some women, chil-

3 quick action team (QAT) of CRPF

st team to

dren and men hiding at different places
when they reached the meadow around
2:30 pm on the fateful day.

The injured were evacuated by the
Central Reserve Police Force’s (CRPF)
QAT personnel even as they did a brief
combing of the area to look for the
assailants as it was “clear in their minds
that it was a terrorist attack”

The local station house officer (SHO)
of the Jammu and Kashmir Police had
arrived at the scene by then and the two
forces joined efforts to take control of
the situation.

Bodies were scattered, one was found
near the gate of the meadow while at one
spot, three of four were piled up, the
officials said.

One of the injured men died, while the
other two survived and were admitted to
a nearby government hospital. About 30
to 40 tourists were housed in the Delta
company’s mess and provided with food
and water, the officials said.

A senior security officer said the
CRPF Delta company has all its units
deployed across the area, including with
the local police, and only a platoon
strength (about 22 to 24 personnel) is
usually available at the base.

There is a unit of the 3rd battalion of
the Rashtriya Rifles (RR) a little far from
the incident spot, he said.

These forces are not deployed for the
security of the Baisaran meadow like
many other tourist spots in the Kashmir
valley. The upper reaches and dense for-
est areas in the valley are secured by rou-
tine patrols and by way of deployment
when additional troops arrive ahead of
the annual Amarnath Yatra in late May
or June, the officer said.

The security forces, including the
police, paramilitary and Army, have
been asked to intensify operations and
keep a “heightened vigil” in the wake of
the attack, the biggest after the 2019
Pulwama strike, in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed when their convoy was
bombed by terrorists.

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat along with Swami Vigyanand and DU VC Yogesh Singh, Swami Krishnashah Vidyarthi and others during the launch of book
‘Hindu Manifesto’ by Swami Vigyanand, at the PM Museum in New Delhi

PTI

Centre to study
Pakistan's
maximum
water use

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

he Centre is planning to under-
I take a study to look into ways to
maximise the use of the quantum
of water from the three rivers that
Pakistan had earlier used under the
Indus Water Treaty, now that the agree-
ment has been suspended, officials
said. The proposal was made at a high-
level meeting on Friday chaired by
Home Minister Amit Shah that dis-
cussed the future course of action on the
Indus Waters Treaty of 1960, which has
been kept in abeyance following the
Pahalgam terror attack in which 26 peo-
ple were killed.

Under the World Bank-brokered
treaty, India was granted exclusive
rights to the water of the eastern rivers
- the Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi - amount-
ing to an average annual flow of about
33 million acre-feet (MAF). The water
of the western rivers - the Indus,
Jhelum and Chenab - with an average
annual flow of around 135 MAF, were
largely allocated to Pakistan.

With the treaty now put in abeyance,
the government is looking at ways to
utilise the water of the Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab.

After Friday’s high-level meeting, Jal
Shakti Minister C R Paatil asserted that
the government is working on a strat-
egy to ensure that not a single drop of
water flows into Pakistan.

He said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has issued a slew of directives, and
the meeting was held to follow up on
them. Shah made several suggestions at
the meeting for their effective imple-
mentation. “We will ensure that not a
single drop of water flows into Pakistan
from India,” the Jal Shakti Minister had
said after the meeting. Sources said the
government is working on a long-term
plan to ensure the effective implemen-
tation of its decisions. According to an
official, the ministry has been asked to
conduct a study to look at ways to utilise
the water from the three western rivers.

Experts have spoken about the lack
of infrastructure that may limit India’s
capability of completely utilising the
water it gets from the decision to sus-
pend the treaty. “The real issue is with
the western rivers where infrastructure
limitations prevent us from immediate-
ly stopping water flows,” Himanshu
Thakkar of the South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers and People said.

Humans to blame for drop in three-striped roofed turtles

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

found in numbers in the Ganga and

Brahmaputra rivers, has now large-
ly disappeared with a government-fund-
ed study detecting an over 80 per cent drop
in its population in half a century, large-
ly due to habitat loss, illegal trade and
pollution.

The study, supported by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, has revealed an
alarmingly low genetic diversity in the res-
cued population of the freshwater reptile
species, raising concerns over its long-term
survival. Underscoring the urgent need for
science-backed conservation efforts, the
study called for long-term genetic track-
ing, stricter enforcement against poaching,
and efforts to restore the semi-agautic tur-
tle’s habitat, especially in its last stronghold
- the National Chambal Sanctuary.

The sanctuary is located on the Chambal

The three-striped roofed turtle, once

river near the tri-point of Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

“The population of Batagur dhongoka
(three-striped roofed turtle) has experi-
enced a substantial decline due to entan-
glement in fishing nets, the construction
of major hydrological projects affecting
river flow dynamics and nesting beaches,
water pollution, and the detrimental
effects of illegal trade,” the study said.

Researchers from the Wildlife Institute
of India analysed genetic samples from the
turtles housed at two Turtle Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centres - TRRC in Varanasi
and GARRC in Narora - part of a captive
care initiative under the Namami Gange
programme. Using mitochondrial DNA
and microsatellite markers, the study
found that the population exhibit low lev-
els of genetic variation, a warning sign for
any species on the brink.

The genetic data showed only weak
structuring between the two populations,

one from TRRC in Varanasi and the other
from GARRC in Narora, suggesting past
intermixing but also indicating the dan-
ger of inbreeding. The average heterozy-
gosity was under 50 per cent and many
individual turtles carried similar genetic
markers. Moreover, the demographic pat-
tern estimated by the Bayesian skyline plot
(BSP) analysis indicates historical stabil-
ity followed by growth in the effective pop-
ulation size, with a recent reduction in
population size from 2,000 years ago.

The study flagged a major concern for
the ongoing rehabilitation programme - a
lack of clarity around the geographic ori-
gin of some rescued turtles. This not only
makes it harder to plan successful reintro-
ductions but also raises the risk of out-
breeding depression if genetically mis-
matched turtles are placed with wild pop-
ulations, it said.

“Gathering information on the geo-
graphic origin of individual (turtles) is

sometimes difficult and the release of these
unknown origin rescue individuals in the
wild is often accompanied by high initial
losses of released individuals.

“Hence, while a small number of indi-
vidual (turtles) are released locally, genet-
ic monitoring is vital to understand the
wider and long-term contemporary genet-
ic diversity for effective management and
conservation interventions,” the research
said. In order to ensure the effective pro-
tection and conservation of the three-
striped roofed turtle, the government has
taken a proactive measure by incorporat-
ing it into Schedule I of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, as amended in
2022. Species under this schedule enjoys
the highest level of protection.

The research from last year was among
several key documents unveiled on a new
portal launched by the Ministry of Jal
Shakti to promote access to ecological data
and conservation insights.
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Rush at Attarl-Wagah border

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Chandigarh

the Pahalgam terror attack perpetra-

tors but spare the regular folks from
bearing the brunt. That was the common
refrain among Pakistani visitors at the
Attari-Wagah land route racing to exit
India ahead of a short deadline.

India has announced that all visas
issued to Pakistani nationals will be
revoked from April 27 and advised Indians
residing in Pakistan to return home at the
earliest, as tensions between the two
countries escalated over the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack that killed 26 people, mostly
tourists.

Medical visas issued to Pakistani nation-
als are valid till April 29.

Most of the Pakistani nationals exiting
through the told PTI that they had come
to meet their kin in India. Some were here
to attend weddings but now have to rush
back home without participating.

“It was my niece’s wedding today. I came
after 10 years but still couldn’t attend the
ceremony; said a visibly upset Baskari, a
Karachi resident who had come to Uttar
Pradesh’s Saharanpur along with her
husband.

Her husband Mohd Rasheed said that
they arrived in India on April 10 on a 45-
day visa. “My wife was born in India and
my in-laws live here. The wedding was to
take place in Saharanpur district today.
Police came to our relative’s home and
asked us to leave immediately;” he said.

His wife said, “It is saddening to leave
on the day of the wedding. Peace should
prevail between the two nations”

“Whatever happened in Pahalgam is
wrong. Those behind it should be severe-
ly punished, but the common people
should not have to face the brunt. People
carrying out such acts have nothing to do
with religion. Common people on both
sides love each other. A handful of terror-
ists spoil the atmosphere,” Rasheed said.

Ensure exemplary punishment for

Pakistani nationals wait for clearance at the integrated check post at the Attari-Wagah border to move

to their country on Saturday

PTI

Another Pakistani national heading
back home said he was in India for his
mother’s treatment and was lucky enough
that it was over just a couple of days ago.

Bali Ram from Ghotki in Pakistan’s
northern Sindh said he was visiting his
three daughters in Raipur when the news
of the attack broke.

“I came on April 5 but now have to rush
back. Those who carried out the act
should be punished, but what in the fault
of innocent tourists?”

Daulat from Karachi was in Jodhpur on
a 45-day visa for a wedding. “Whatever
happened (in Pahalgam) is not good. This
should not have happened,” she said while
dragging a few trolley suitcases towards the
exit gate.

Muzammil strongly condemned the
April 22 terrorist attack, saying that “they
should be hanged”. An elderly man from
Rawalpindi said he had come to Lucknow
for a kin's wedding but had to cut short the
trip now.

On Friday, Union Home Minister Amit

Shah called up the chief ministers of all the
states and asked them to ensure that no
Pakistani stays in India beyond the dead-
line set for leaving the country.

After Shah’s telephonic conversations
with the chief ministers, Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan held a video
conference with the chief secretaries of all
the states and asked them to ensure that
all Pakistani nationals whose visas were
revoked must leave India by the fixed
deadline.

As many as 229 Pakistani nationals vis-
iting India have returned home so far
through the Attari-Wagah land route
after the Centre set the deadline. A total
of 392 Indian nationals visiting the neigh-
bouring nation also returned, officials said.

The already strained relations between
India and Pakistan nosedived further
after the Pahalgam terror attack, with New
Delhi announcing a raft of retaliatory steps,
including the cancellation of visas, and
Islamabad hitting back with a string of
tit-for-tat measures.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Raipur

District Reserve Guard (DRG)
Ajawan was injured on Saturday

when a pressure improvised explo-
sive device (IED) planted by Naxalites
went off in Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur district
where a massive operation against Maoists
was underway for the last six days.

The operation involving about 10,000
security personnel in a hilly region
Karreguta, = Durgamgutta and
Pujarikanker along the Chhattisgarh-
Telangana border was launched on
Monday, a senior official said.

A DRG jawan sustained a minor injury
when a pressure IED exploded this
morning, he said. “The injured jawan was
administered treatment at a camp of secu-
rity forces and his condition was stated
to be out of danger. He would be in a posi-
tion for active duty very soon,” the offi-
cial said.

Another jawan belonging to the Special
Task Force (STF) had sustained a minor
sprain on ankle due to impact of an IED
blast on April 24 morning during the
operation, he said, adding that his con-
dition was normal and he has recovered.

Minister Vishnu Deo Sai said, “Our
security forces have been bravely and
strongly fighting against Naxalites.
Security forces have been carrying out a
major operation against Naxalites on a hill
along the Telangana-Chhattisgarh border,
braving over 40 degrees Celsius in scorch-
ing summer”

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has
resolved to eliminate Naxalism by March
31, 2026 and the target will be achieved,
he said. The operation, one of biggest
counter-insurgency actions launched in

different units, including the DRG, Bastar
Fighters and STF of the Chhattisgarh
police, the Central Reserve Police Force

and its elite Commando Battalions for

Talking to reporters here, Chief

the Bastar region, involves personnel of

DRG jawan injured in Bijapur IED blast

FILE PHOTO

Resolute Action (CoBRA). It is believed
that some 500 cadres of the banned CPI
(Maoist), including its top leaders, are
holed up in the area, and Telangana Police
are assisting in the exercise, said the offi-
cial who is monitoring the action on the
ground. On Thursday, three women
Naxalites were killed on Karregutta hills,
and a huge cache of weapons, explosives
and other materials was recovered dur-
ing the operation. The operation was
launched on Monday in the densely
forested hills of Karregutta and
Durgamgutta along the inter-state border.
Parts of the area fall in the Bijapur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh, over 450 km away
from state capital Raipur. It is believed to
be the base of the PLGA (People’s
Liberation Guerilla Army) battalion No.
1, the strongest military formation of the
Maoists, an official had said.
Intelligence inputs suggest more than
500 Naxalites belonging to PLGA battal-
ion No 1, Telangana state committee and
Dandakaranya Special Zonal Committee
of Maoists led by senior Maoists such as
Hidma and Damodar are holed up in the
area, he said. “It is a crucial operation
because it would be a battle to finish off

the military strength of outlawed CPI
(Maoists) by targeting PLGA battalion no
1 and the Maoists think tank in
Dandakaranya special zonal committee
(DKSZC) and Telangana state
Committee,” the official said.

“This operation is like a Test cricket
match. It would last long and we would
not get very exciting news in every ses-
sion. But at the end of the match, we are
hopeful of a very favourable result,” the
official said. Helicopters and drones are
being used in the operation, the official
added. Sources said that some jawans
involved in the operation were shifted to
hospital after they suffered dehydration
and heatstroke.

The security forces have killed more
than 350 Naxalites in a string of encoun-
ters, mostly centred in the Bastar region,
since January last year. As many as 18
Naxalites, including 11 women, were
killed in twin encounters in Bastar region
on March 29. So far this year, 144
Naxalites have been gunned down in
separate encounters in the state. Of
these, 128 were eliminated in the Bastar
division comprising seven districts,
including Bijapur.

Politics fundamentally changed:

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi being welcomed by Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy upon his arrival at the airport in Hyderabad

PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Hyderabad

Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said
democratic politics have funda-
mentally changed across the globe and the
rules that applied a decade ago no longer
hold good.
Addressing a gathering at Bharat
Summit 2025 in the presence of Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, the senior

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha

Congress leader said in today’s aggressive
political atmosphere, the aim is to crush
the Opposition and undermine the
media.

Reflecting on his experiences during
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra, Rahul said he realised
that politicians have failed to listen to peo-
ple’s voices. “Politics, democratic politics
have fundamentally changed across the
globe. The rules that applied, I would say,
a decade ago simply do not apply any

Rahul Gandhi

more. Sometimes, when I speak to
younger members of our party, what was
effective 10 years ago, the tools that
worked 10 years ago, simply do not work
anymore.,” he said.

“So in a sense, the old politician is dead
and a new kind of politician has to be con-
structed,” the AICC leader said. He also
mentioned that he was originally sched-
uled to address the summit on Friday, but
had to travel to Kashmir instead. The
Congress MP thanked the delegates of
Bharat Summit for their solidarity with
India in the wake of Pahalgam terror
attack.

The Bharat Summit, a two-day conclave
focused on promoting meaningful dia-
logue on global justice, equity, and pro-
gressive cooperation, began on Friday.

Delivering the vote of thanks at the
closing session of Bharat Summit 2025
Irrigation and Civil Supplies Minister
Capt N Uttam Kumar Reddy said that
freedoms of thought, speech, arts, acad-
emia, assembly and protest were under
relentless attack by extreme right-wing
and authoritarian regimes globally.

Reddy said it was a matter of pride that
the Bharat Summit was being hosted in
Hyderabad, Telangana, under a Congress-
led government that is firmly committed
to upholding liberal, democratic values.

Odisha targets 14 LMT of paddy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W Bhubaneswar

he Odisha government has set a
Ttarget to procure 14 lakh metric

tonnes (LMT) of paddy during the
current Rabi season and decided to
commence the exercise from May 1 in 20
of the 30 districts of the state, officials said
on Saturday.

The decision was taken at the State-
level Procurement Committee meeting
chaired by Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja
on Friday. The meeting was also
attended by the collectors of 20 districts
through video conferencing, while Food
Supply and Consumer Welfare
Department Principal Secretary Sanjay
Kumar Singh outlined issues for
discussion.

Singh said that about 73.45 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy was procured from
nearly 16.60 lakh farmers in the last
Kharif season. For this procurement,
316,853 crore was paid to farmers as min-
imum support price (MSP) and 35,862
crore as input assistance, he said.

Similarly, the procurement of paddy
for the current Rabi season will begin on
May 1 and continue till June 30, he said.

It has also been decided in the meet-
ing to target procurement of 14 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy in the current sea-
son, the official said. For Rabi paddy pro-

curement, about 3.37 lakh farmers have
registered. “This year, procurement will
be made in 20 districts, including newly
added Kandhamal, Sundargarh and
Bhadrak. “A total of 965 primary agri-
cultural cooperative societies and 200
SHGs have also joined this exercise,” the
official said.

The chief secretary directed the collec-
tors concerned to ensure that eligible
farmers are not deprived of paddy pro-
curement.

He also praised the effort for the dis-
tribution of tokens among farmers by val-
idating paddy crop growing areas
through satellite imagery technology by
the Odisha Space Application Centre.

He also directed the authorities to
immediately deploy nodal officers and
supervisors for ‘mandis”, where all facil-
ities will be available for farmers.

Like the Kharif season, 32,300 per
quintal as MSP and %800 as input assis-
tance will be directly disbursed to the
farmer’s account within 48 hours of
paddy procurement, Ahuja said.

In addition, complaints can be made
through toll-free no 1967, regarding
paddy purchase.

Each mandi will be equipped with
CCTYV and each vehicle carrying paddy
from a mandi to a mill must have a
Vehicle Tracking System.

MP police ordered to
salute MLAs, sparks row

GIRISH SHARMA W Bhopal

irector General of Police (DGP)
DKailash Makwana’s recent order

directing Madhya Pradesh
police personnel to compulsorily salute
Members of Parliament (MPs),
Members of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) and ministers has come under
heavy fire from political leaders across
party lines, who termed it “redundant,’
“unnecessary, and “detrimental to impar-
tial policing”

Strongly reacting to the directive,
Leader of Opposition Umang Singhar
pointed out that formal protocols
regarding respect and conduct towards
elected representatives have long been
established in the state’s administrative
guidelines. “There is no novelty in salut-
ing an MLA or an MP — it is already part
of the standard government protocol,”
Singhar said. “Issuing such a directive at
this point serves no purpose other than
to reinforce a feudal mindset.
Governance is about service, not sub-
servience””

Madhya Pradesh Congress president
Jitu Patwari went further, warning that
such orders compromise the integrity of
the police force. “When a ruling party
MLA storms into a police station to shield
his supporter, and the officer is forced to
salute him first, how can people expect
fair and unbiased action? This directive
is a direct assault on the principle of neu-
trality in policing;” Patwari stated.

Historically, the All India Services
(Conduct) Rules and various administra-
tive protocols have always ensured that
government officials maintain decorum
with elected representatives — but with-
out undermining the independence and
objectivity of their duties. Critics argue

that reiterating such basic courtesies
through formal directives dilutes the
spirit of democratic accountability and
pushes the police force into a posture of
political subservience.

Interestingly, unease over the directive
is visible even within the ruling BJP. A
senior BJP leader, Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) State Secretary Rajneesh Agrawal
said, “An MLA is a people’s representa-
tive, not a feudal lord. “Instead of order-
ing salutes, police officers should be
directed to act swiftly on public
complaints routed through MLAs. A
salute without action means nothing to
the citizens”

Both Congress and many BJP
leaders agree: in a democracy,
respect must come from
efficiency and justice, not
from forced rituals

Political observers have also pointed
out that previous attempts to overempha-
size ceremonial respect have often back-
fired, eroding public trust in administra-
tive fairness. In fact, the 2015 controver-
sy surrounding a similar protocol advi-
sory in another BJP-ruled state had
sparked a nationwide debate on whether
elected representatives should seek rev-
erence or results.

At a time when policing needs to be
seen as professional, independent, and
people-centric, the latest directive risks
sending the opposite message — that
symbolism matters more than service.

Both Congress and many BJP leaders
agree: in a democracy, respect must come
from efficiency and justice, not from

forced rituals.

Truck crushes ambulance in UP, four dead

BISWAJEET BANERJEE M Varanasi

Saturday morning, four people,

including a pregnant woman, lost their
lives and two others sustained serious
injuries when a gravel-laden truck over-
turned onto an ambulance on the
Ahraura-Varanasi Shakti Nagar Road
near an overbridge. The tragic incident
took place when an ambulance, carrying
a pregnant woman who had been referred
from Lodhi Hospital in Sonbhadra to a
hospital in Varanasi, was passing through
the area.

Along with the pregnant woman, three
of her family members were accompany-
ing her in the ambulance. The vehicle was
being driven by a professional ambulance
driver, who was assisted by a colleague.

According to police sources, a truck

In a devastating accident early on

transporting gravel from a crusher plant
in Sonbhadra towards Varanasi was mov-
ing at a high speed. As the truck
approached the overbridge, the driver lost
control of the vehicle. The truck over-
turned and crashed directly onto the
ambulance, crushing it under the heavy
load of gravel.

The force of the impact was so severe
that all the occupants of the ambulance
were trapped under the debris.
Eyewitnesses quickly alerted the local
authorities. Police teams, along with res-
cue units, reached the accident site and
immediately launched a relief and rescue
operation. Heavy machinery, including
JCB earthmovers and Poklen excavators,
were pressed into service to remove the
debris and extract the victims. Sadly, four
people died on the spot. The deceased
have been identified as Heerawati Devi

(25), the pregnant woman and a resident
of Kanhara village under Obra police sta-
tion limits; Malti Devi (40), a resident of
Jugail in Sonbhadra; Suraj Bali Kharwar
(27), also from Kanhara; and Ramu,
whose full address was not immediately
available. Two other passengers —
Kaushal Kumar Kharwar alias Bhailal, a
resident of Kanhara, and Bhandari
Sharma, a resident of Santnagar Gurma
under Robertsganj police station area —
were rescued from the rubble with seri-
ous injuries. They were immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital for urgent
medical treatment.

The driver of the truck fled the scene
following the accident. Police have
launched a manhunt to apprehend him
and have begun a thorough investigation
to ascertain the circumstances leading to
the mishap.

IIM Sirmaur holds
ninth convocation
at new campus

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M new delhi

was held on Saturday, at the perma-

nent campus of IIM Sirmaur in
Dhaula Kuan. The ceremony began with
the academic procession.

After declaring the convocation open,
Ajay S Shriram, Chairperson of BoG,
addressing the audience, spoke about the
Indian and global business environment
and the resilience and growth of Indian
businesses. He inspired students to come
up with new ideas quickly and move with
an open mind to position the businesses
for resilience and growth.

Professor Prafulla Y Agnihotri, Director,
IIM Sirmaur, presented the Institute’s
annual report, highlighting the mile-
stones achieved by faculty, staff, and stu-
dents over the past year. IIM Sirmaur cur-
rently offers six full-time programmes.

This year, it launched a one-year, full-
time program specialising in Advanced
Manufacturing Management in collabora-
tion with RWTH Aachen, Germany. As of
today, 92.5 per cent of the construction of
the campus has been completed at a cost
of X316 crores.

A major milestone this year was the shift
to the permanent campus in July 2024 after
receiving all statutory approvals from the
relevant government departments.

Expanding its Long Duration
Programmes (LDPs), IIM Sirmaur success-
fully launched the first batch of the
Executive MBA (EMBA) and Executive
MBA in Digital Transformation and
Analytics (EMBA-DTA) programmesin
April 2024.

It is also introducing two new Post
Graduate Diploma Programs in collabo-
ration with the National Stock Exchange
(NSE) Academy, providing specialised
knowledge in financial markets, invest-
ment strategies, and risk management.

Summer Placement this year saw par-
ticipation from a record 202 companies for
a batch of 298 students, with students
interning with leading companies in India
such as Accenture, EY, ICICI Bank, HDFC
Life, Tech Mahindra, and Varun Beverages
Ltd for final placements, around 150
companies visited the campus.

The 9th Convocation of IIM Sirmaur

Hanumangarhi’'s Mahant to meet Ramla

KAMLESH SRIVASTAVA W Ayodhya

n an unprecedented spiritual develop-
ment in Ayodhya, Mahant Premdas
Mabharaj, the incumbent head of the
revered Hanumangarhi temple, will step

outside the traditional boundaries of

Hanumangarhi to visit Lord Ramlala at the
Ram Janmabhoomi complex.

This marks a significant break from a
centuries-old tradition that restricted the
Mahant from venturing beyond the 52
bighas of Hanumangarhi.

On April 30 at 7 am, Mahant Premdas
will embark on this historic journey,
accompanied by thousands of saints and
devotees.

“This is a moment of transformation,’
said Panch Sanjay Das of Sagariya Patti.

“For centuries, the sitting Mahant of

Hanumangarhi remained within the tem-
ple premises, symbolising self-restraint and
devotion. Today, under divine inspiration,

we are witnessing history being made.”

As part of the ceremonial journey,
Mahant Premdas will first proceed to the
banks of the holy Saryu river via the VIP
route from Hanumangarhi. After taking a
royal ceremonial bath, he will continue
towards the court of Ramlala.

A grand procession is planned, with
showers of flowers at 40 designated points
along the route, and even helicopters drop-
ping petals from the sky.

The procession will feature elephants,
horses, camels, and thousands of devotees
in attendance, creating a spectacle remi-
niscent of Ayodhya’s ancient glory.

Carrying the sacred flag and stick of
Hanumangarhi, Mahant Premdas will be
joined by Mahants and Panchs from all
four Pattis of Hanumangarhi — Sagariya
Patti, Ujjainiya Patti, Basantiya Patti, and
Haridwari Patti.

“This is not just a visit; it is the begin-
ning of a new chapter in Ayodhya’s spiri-

tual history,” emphasised Sanjay Das.
“The decision was taken collectively by the
All India Shri Panch Ramanandiya Nirvani

Akhara Hanumangarhi after months of

deliberation and prayer.”

According to temple sources, for the past
three months, Mahant Premdas had been
exeriencing spiritual visions and inspira-
tions from Lord Hanuman himself, urg-
ing him to seek the darshan of Ramlala.

“Hanuman Ji has been inspiring the
Mahant continuously;” said a senior priest.
“This journey is not a departure from tra-
dition, but a fulfillment of divine will”

Religious scholars have welcomed the
decision as a transformative event.

“The relationship between Hanuman
and Lord Rama is eternal,” said Acharya
Rajendra Shastri, a noted religious com-
mentator.

“By stepping out to meet Ramlala, the
Mahant is symbolically reiterating
Hanuman’s eternal devotion to Ram. This

a on April 30

is an unprecedented step that will further
enrich the spiritual culture of Ayodhya.

In a powerful gesture of devotion, 56
varieties of bhog will be offered to Lord
Ramlala by the Hanumangarhi temple dur-
ing the darshan, symbolising an offering
of love, unity and spiritual bonding
between two of Ayodhya’s holiest sites.

Religious scholars have hailed this
move as groundbreaking. “This is an
unprecedented step. It signals the evolv-
ing spirit of Ayodhya where tradition meets
a new spiritual awakening,” said Acharya
Rajendra Shastri, a leading religious com-
mentator from Varanasi.

“Hanumangarhi and Ram
Janmabhoomi represent two great pillars
of Ayodhya’s heritage, and this act strength-
ens the bond between them.”

The procession is expected to draw
thousands of pilgrims and onlookers,
making April 30 alandmark day in the reli-
gious and cultural tapestry of Ramnagari.
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Mighty and meek attend Pope Francis

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Vatican City

orld leaders and Catholic

faithful bade farewell to Pope

Francis in a funeral Saturday

that highlighted his concern
for the “most peripheral of the peripheries”
and reflected his wishes as pastor.

Though presidents and princes attend-
ed the Mass in St Peter’s Square, prison-
ers and migrants will welcome him at the
basilica across town where he will be
buried. Some 2,50,000 people flocked to
the funeral, held on a brilliant spring day
that was supposed to have been a special
Holy Year celebration for adolescents.

Perhaps because so many young people
were on hand, the sombre ceremony still
had a festive mood, with mourners taking
selfies amid the hymns as Francis’ simple
coffin was brought out of St Peter’s Basilica
at the start of the Mass.

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, the 91-
year-old dean of the College of Cardinals,
delivered a lengthy, spirited and highly per-
sonal homily, or sermon. He eulogised
Francis as a pope of the people, a pastor
who knew how to communicate to the
“least among us” with an informal, spon-
taneous style. “He was a pope among the
people, with an open heart towards every-
one,” Re said. He drew applause from the

crowd when he recounted Francis’ constant
concern for migrants, including when he
celebrated Mass at the US-Mexico border
and travelled to a refugee camp in Lesbos,
Greece, and brought 12 migrants home
with him. “The guiding thread of his mis-
sion was also the conviction that the
church is a home for all, a home with its
doors always open,” Re said.

Francis had choreographed the funer-
al himself when he revised and simplified
the Vatican’s rites and rituals last year. His
aim was to emphasize the pope’s role as a
mere pastor and not “a powerful man of
this world” It was a reflection of Francis’
12-year project to radically reform the
papacy, to stress priests as servants and to
construct “a poor church for the poor” He
articulated the mission just days after his
2013 election and it explained the name
he chose as pope, honouring St Francis of
Assisi “who had the heart of the poor of
the world,” according to the official decree
of the popé’s life that was placed in his sim-
ple wooden coffin before it was sealed
Friday night.

Despite Francis focus on the powerless,
the powerful were out in force at his funer-
al. US President Donald Trump and for-
mer President Joe Biden, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, and

The body of Pope Francis rests inside St Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican

PTI

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer joined

Prince William and European royals lead-

ing more than 160 official delegations.
Argentine President Javier Milei had the

pride of place given Francis’ nationality,
even if the two didn’t particularly get along
and the pope alienated many Argentines
by never returning home.

Trump and Zelenskyy met privately on
the sidelines of the funeral. A photo
showed the two men sitting alone, facing
one another and hunched over on chairs
in St Peter’s Basilica. After the Mass
ended, the cardinals filed back into the
church.

The white facade of the basilica glowed
pink as the sun rose Saturday and hordes
of mourners rushed into the square. Giant
television screens were set up along the
surrounding streets for those who could-
n't get close. The Mass and funeral proces-
sion across town — with Francis’ coffin
carried on the open-topped popemobile he
used during his 2015 trip to the Philippines
— were also being broadcast live around
the world.

Police helicopters whirled overhead, part
of the massive security operation Italian
authorities mounted, including more than
2,500 police, 1,500 soldiers and a torpedo
ship off the coast, Italian media reported.

Many mourners had planned to be in
Rome anyway this weekend for the now-
postponed Holy Year canonisation of the
first millennial saint, Carlo Acutis, and
groups of scouts and youth church groups
nearly outnumbered the gaggles of nuns
and seminarians.

“He was a very charismatic pope, very
human, very kind, above all very human,”

> funeral

said Miguel Vaca, a pilgrim from Peru who
said he had camped out near the piazza.
“It is a very great emotion to say goodbye
to him.” Francis, the first Latin American
and first Jesuit pope, died Easter Monday
at age 88 after suffering a stroke while
recovering at home from pneumonia.

Following his funeral, preparations can
begin in earnest to launch the centuries-
old process of electing a new pope, a con-
clave that will likely begin in the first week
of May. In the interim, the Vatican is being
run by a handful of cardinals, key among
them Re, who is organising the secret vot-
ing in the Sistine Chapel.

Francis is breaking with recent tradition
and will be laid to rest in St Mary Major
Basilica, near Rome’s main train station,
where a simple tomb awaits him with just
his name: Franciscus.

As many as 3,00,000 people are expect-
ed to line the 6-kilometre motorcade route
that is bringing Francis’ coffin from the
Vatican through the centre of Rome to the
basilica after the funeral.

Forty special guests, organised by the
Vatican’s Caritas charity and the
Sant’Egidio community, will greet his
coffin at the basilica, honouring the mar-
ginalised groups Francis prioritised as
pope: homeless people and migrants,
prisoners and transgender people.

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT TO SHOW
CAUSE [SCR, Order XXII]
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
PETITION FOR SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION

(CIVIL) No(s) 24317-24323
NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT TO SHOW
CAUSE [SCR, Order XXII]

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
PETITION FOR SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION
(CIVIL) No(s) 24317-24323
OF 2017
S. GURKRIPAL SINGH. AND OTHERS

...Petitioner(s)/Appellant(s)
VERSUS
RAMINDER PAL SINGH (DEAD) THR.
LRS. AND OTHERS

...Respondent(s)
To,

1 JASWINDER KAUR, D/O LATE

HARBHAJAN SINGH, R/O B-222, BHAI

RANDHIR SINGH NAGAR,, LUDHIANA

(PUNJAB)

PID: 11131/2025 FOR

R[5] IN SLP(C)

NO.24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

2 MAKARUDDIN,

S$/0 RAHIM UD DIN,

R/O 2595, GALI TAKHAT WALI,

CHURIWALAN,,

DISTRICT-NEW DELHI, DELHI-110006

PID: 11132/2025 FOR

R[7.1]IN IN SLP(C) NO.

24317/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24318/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24319/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24320/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24321/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24322/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24323/2017SLP(C)

NO.24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

3 MANZOOR UL ISLAM, S/O RAHIM UD

DIN, R/O 2595, GALI TAKHAT WALI

CHURIWALAN,,

DISTRICT-NEW DELHI, DELHI -110006

PID: 11133/2025 FOR

R[7.2] IN IN SLP(C) NO.

24317/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24318/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24319/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24320/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24321/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24322/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24323/2017SLP(C) NO.

24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

4. DR. SAJID PERVEZ, S/O RAHIM UD

DIN, R/O 2595, GALI TAKHAT WALI

CHURIWALAN, DISTRICT-NEW DELHI,

DELHI-110006

PID: 11134/2025 FOR

R[7.3] IN IN SLP(C) NO.

24317/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24318/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24319/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24320/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24321/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24322/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24323/2017SLP(C)

NO.24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

5. TALAT JAMAAL, D/O RAHIM UD DIN,

R/O 2595, GALI TAKHAT WALI

CHURIWALAN, DISTRICT-NEW DELHI,

DELHI -110006

PID: 11135/2025 FOR

R[7.4]IN IN SLP(C) NO.

24317/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24318/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24319/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24320/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24321/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24322/2017, SLP(C) NO.

24323/2017SLP(C)

NO.24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

6. NAUHAD JAMAAL, D/O RAHIM UD DIN,

R/O 2595, GALI TAKHAT WALI

CHURIWALAN, DISTRICT-NEW DELHI,

DELHI

PID: 11136/2025 FOR

R[7.5] IN SLP(C)

NO.24317-24323/2017 (SEC XIV)

Whereas the Petition for SPECIAL LEAVE

PETITION (CIVIL) above- mentioned (copy

enclosed) filed in the Registry by Mr. E. C.

AGRAWALA, advocate on-record, on behall of

the Petitioner(s) above named, was listed for

hearing with connected matter before the Hon'ble

Court on 11th September, 2017, when the Court

was pleased to inter-alia pass the following arder:-
"Delay condoned. Issue notice.”

AND WHEREAS, the matter above-mentioned
was lised before Hon'ble Court on 08th August,
2024, When the Coun was please to inter-alia
pass the following order:-

"XXX SLP(C} Nos. 24317-24323 OF 2017 L.A.
No0.45105/2021 for substitution of Lrs. Of
deceased respondent no.7, L.A. No.
45106/2021 for condonation of delay in filing
substitution and 1.A.NO.113429/2021 for
setting aside abatement regarding
respondent no.7 are allowed. Let notice be
issued.

AND WHEREAS, the matter above-mentioned
was lis before Hon'ble Court on 03rd January,
2025, When the Coun was please to inter-alia
pass the following order:-

"XXX SLP{C} Nos. 24317-24323/2017 Learned
counsel for the petitioner(s} is permitted to
serve the unserved respondent Nos.5 and Lrs.
of deceased respondent No.7 by way of
publication within four weeks. Proof of
publication be filed within the same timeline.
List both the matters after six weeks.

NOW, THEREFORE, TAKE NOTICE that the
above matter(s} will be posted for hearing
before the Court in due course when you may
enter appearance before this Court either in
person or through an advocate on record of this
Court duly appointed by you in that behalf within
30 days from the date of service of notice. You
may thereafter show cause to the Court on the
day that may subsequently be specified as to
why Special Leave Petition and interim relief as
prayed be not granted and the resultant appeal
be notallowed.

You may file your affidavit in opposition to the
petition as provided under Rule VI of Order XXII,
SCR 2013, within thirty days from the date of
receipt of notice or not later than two weeks
before the date appointed for hearing,
whichever be earlier, but shall do so only by
setting out the grounds in opposition to the
questions of law or grounds set out in the
SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) and may
produce such pleadings and documents filed
before the Court against whose order the
SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL} s filed and
shall also set out the grounds for not granting
interim order or for vacating interim order if
already granted.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE thatif you fail to enter
appearance, as aforesaid, no further notice
shall be given to you even after the grant of
special leave for hearing of the resultant appeal
and the matter above mentioned shall be
disposed of in your absence.

Dated: 15th January, 2025

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M United Nations

brought to justice.

he UNSC has “condemned in the
strongest terms” the terrorist attack
in Jammu and Kashmir, stressing that
those responsible should be held account-
able and the organisers and sponsors of this
“reprehensible act of terrorism” should be

The 15-nation Council issued a Press
Statement on ‘terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’ in which the members “con-

demned in

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itisinformed to all concern that Pushpa Kayat D/o Gopi
Ram W/o Mahesh Chand Kayat R/o H. No.-7 Church
Lane, Jangpura, Bhogal Delhi-110014 and Shivam Gaur
S/o0Ranvir Singh R/0 B-166 Sector-14 Noida are the Co-
owner of Pot no. C-2/32 Sector-31 Noida. Pushpa
Kayat has executed a Registered GPA of her part in the
said above plot in favour of her sister Sneh Gaur D/o
Gopi Ram R/o B-166 Sector-14 Noida dated
03/11/2018 in Book no. IV volume no. 1535 an page
no. 196 to 210, Document no. 2224 at Sub. Registrar
(1), Noida. Pushpa Kayat applied in the Noida
authority to transfer her share in the said above plot in
favour of her sister Sneh Gaur which s still pending.
Now the share of Sneh Gaur wanted to transfer her
share in said above plot through registered GPA in
favour of her husband Ranvir Singh S/0 Bhuley Ram R/o
B-166 Sector-14 Noida. If anyone has/have any
objection, he/she may file his/her objection alang with
the sufficient proof in the Residential Plot Department
of Noida Authority, Sector-6, Noida within 30 days from
date of publicatign of this notice.

Notice is hereby given that one Mrs. Kanchan
Chotwani (hereinafter referred to as the said
Mortgagers / Purchasers}) have agreed to create
mortgage in respect of the Property mare particularly
described in the Schedule hereunder written in favour
of my client M/s Sammaan Capital Ltd. SFormer\y
known as Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd.) Branch-
Kaushambhi, Ghaziabad, U.P. The Seller Mrs. Mithlesh
Aggarwal for Self and GPA of Mr. Mukesh Aﬁgarwal,
M. Manzy‘Aggarwal and Mr. Rohit Aggarwal has lost/
misplaced the Original Sale Deed executed by M/s.
Mahamaya General Finance Co. Ltd. in favour of Mr.
Ramesh Chand Aggarwal, registered on 17.06.1974 in
the Ofo Sub-Registrar Ghaziabad as per Book Na. | Zild
No. 1745 Page No. 396/397 & Document No. 4506 in
respect of Plot No. 302, in Block-D, land area
i ie. .22 5g.Mtrs., part of
Khasra No. 3-MIN, Situated at Sector-12, (T.H.A),
Residential Coloné
and Distt: Ghaziabad, U.P. Any person having any
claim against or in respect of the said property mare
particularly described in the Schedule hereunder or
any part thereof by wa;{ of sale, exchange, mortgz%e
{equitable or deposit of title deed or otherwise), gift,
trust, inheritance, family arrangement, maintenance,
bequest, partnership, possession, lease, sub-lease,
tenancy, license, lien, charge, pledge, easement or
otherwise howsoever are hereby requested to notify
the same in writing to me with supportin,

documentary evidence at the address mentiones

herein below within 7 days from the date hereof,
failing which the claim, if any, of such person will be
considered to have been waived and /or abandoned
any my client shall proceed with the disbursement of
loan and creation of mortgage on the scheduled
property. The Schedule showing the description of|

the strongest
terms the
terrorist
attack in
Jammu and
Kashmir” on
April 22,
during
which at
least 26 peo-
ple  were
killed and
many more
injured.

“The members of the Security Council
underlined the need to hold perpetrators,
organisers, financiers and sponsors of this
reprehensible act of terrorism accountable
and bring them to justice,” the press state-
ment said.

“They stressed that those responsible for
these killings should be held accountable,
and urged all States, in accordance with
their obligations under international law
and relevant Security Council resolutions,
to cooperate actively with all relevant
authorities in this regard,” it said.

A press statement is a declaration to the
media made by the President of the
Security Council on behalf of all 15
Members. France is President of the
Council for the month of April and the
press statement was issued by Council
President Permanent Representative of
France to the UN Ambassador Jerome
Bonnafont. It is learnt that the US had float-
ed the draft statement, which was then dis-
cussed by Council members.

Pakistan currently sits in the UN Security
Council as a non-permanent member. A
press statement requires agreement from all
Council members and is a negotiated text.
The members of the

Public Notice PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that m

is in process to purchase the Property Plot bearing no.|

Security Council expressed
their deepest sympathy

client Pooja Chaudhary|

UNSC condemns in ‘strongest terms’ J and K attack

and condolences to the families of the vic-
tims and to the Government of India and
the Government of Nepal, and wished a
speedy and full recovery to those who were
injured. In the April 22 terror attack in
Pahalgam, 25 Indians and one Nepali cit-
izen were killed.

The victims were mostly tourists from all
across India. The UNSC members reaf-
firmed that terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations constitutes one of the most
serious threats to international peace and
security. They reiterated that any acts of ter-
rorism are criminal and unjustifiable,
regardless of their motivation, wherever,
whenever and by whomever committed.

They reaffirmed the need for all States
to combat by all means, in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations and other
obligations under international law,
including international human rights law,
international refugee law and internation-
al humanitarian law, threats to
international peace and security caused by
terrorist acts. Meanwhile, Stephane
Dujarric, Spokesman for Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, responding to a question
on the situation between India and Pakistan
at the daily press briefing Friday, said that
“we continue to follow the situation with
very deep concern”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M London

here was a face-off between Indian

diaspora groups who gathered to

protest Pakistan-backed terrorism
in the wake of the Pahalgam terrorist
attack and counter-protesters outside the
Pakistan High Commission here, which
saw scenes of a Pakistani diplomatic offi-
cial making threatening gestures. In
videos posted by Indian community
groups from Friday evening’s protest on
social media, the Pakistani official can be
seen taunting them from the balcony of
the mission building at Lowndes Square.
He was holding a poster with a sketch of
Captain Abhinandan Varthaman and the
words “Chai is Fantastic” — a reference
to the IAF pilot’s captivity in February
2019. The official, standing next to a large
banner reading “Pakistan stands with
Kashmiris”, could be seen making a
threatening throat-slitting gesture
towards the Indian protesters across the
building. There was a strong
Metropolitan Police security detail in
place, with several officers lined up

between both groups of demonstrators to

Pahalgam: Indian, Pakistani
protesters face-off in London

ensure order. The tense face-off saw
Indians waving placards calling on
Pakistan to “End Terror on Kashmir”
alongside the Indian national flag.

“Holding the Indian tricolour and plac-
ards reading ‘Stop Terrorism, we are here
to condemn the killing of innocents by
Pakistan’s support of terrorism in
Kashmir. We demand strict interna-
tional action and urge the UK govern-
ment to stand with India and reconsid-
er its policy towards Pakistan,” said a
spokesperson for the Friends of India
Society International (FISI) UK.

“In a shocking and utterly deplorable
display, a member of the Pakistani High
Commission in the UK brandished a
photo of India’s Wing Commander
Abhinandan and made a barbaric throat-
slitting gesture during a protest over the
Pahalgam attack - an act that reflects not
only blatant hostility but also a danger-
ous disregard for diplomatic norms and
human decency; the spokesperson added.
“Join us to stand for unity and humani-
ty and protest against terror attacks on
innocents,” read the flyers outside the
Pakistan High Commission in London.

102 area measuril}‘g 45 sq.yds., out of Khasra Mustatil|
no. 16, Killano. 6(4-0), 7(1-15}, 14(5-12), and Mustatil

no. 17, Killana. 1111, situated in the area of Saraswati
Celony village Sehatpur, Tehsil and District Faridabad|

Haryana (availing loan from Piramal Finance Ltd ) from
Gidhari Lal, having acquired the said progerty vide Sale
Deed dated 5/4/2018 (Document No. 96) executed by|
Sunita Gautam. She confirmed that her seller i,
Girdhari Lal is not having the below mentioned
documents pertaining to the property in question for|
that online FIR has already been lodged on dated
26/42025

1. Original Sale Deed dated 27.07.2001 executed in|
favour of Vishveshwer Barmen (Doc no. 3373)

2. Original Sale Deed dated 17.06.2005 executed hy|
Vishveshwer Barmen in favour of Dalbir Singh {Doc

ne. 4088)
3. Original Reg. GPA, ATS and Will dated 03.08.2010
executed by Dalbir in favour of Aadesh Rather {Doc

ne.
4. Original Reg. GPA, ATS and Will dated 11.03.2013
executed by Aadesh Rathor in favour of Sunita
Gautam (Docno, 1100) i .

All personfs having any claim against or in respect of]
the said Property, or any part thereof, by way of sale,
exchange, mortgage (equitablefregistered or
otherwise), giff, trust, inheritance, family|
arrangement, maintenance, hequest, partnership,

+| CHANGE OF NAME _|s

I, Binay Kumar S/o Sri
Ishwar Dayal Prasad R/o GF-
02, Plot No. 469, Sector - 4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, UP
201010, have changed my
minor daughter's name from
Aakarshi Kanak Aakarshi to

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to inform to the public at large that Mr. Mahender|

Pal & Mrs. Urmila Devi who are the owners of the
House no.2L/46, area measuring 89 Sq. Yards, &
Western Portion of House no. 2L/47 (adjoining to
2L/46), area measuring 40 Sq. Yards, total area
measuring 129 8q. Yds., Situated at NIT
Faridabad, New Town Ship Faridabad, Tehsil
|Badkhal, Distt. Faridabad, Haryana vide Transfer
Deed dated 18.03.2025 (Doc No.10253) in favour of|
Mr. Mahender Pal in respect of Western Partion of|
House no. 2L/47 (adjoining to 2L/48), area
measuring 40 Sg. Yards & Sale Deed dated
07.09.2020 (Doc. No.1198) in favour of Mrs. Urmila
Devi W/o Mr. Mahendra Pal in respect of House no.
2L/46, area measuring 89 Sq. Yards and same to be
finance & mortgage by SMFG India Credit Co. Ltd.
(Formerly Fullerton India Credit Co. Ltd.), Noida.
That, Original Sale Deed dated 06.10.2017
executed by Mrs. Lajwanti W/o Mr. Veer Bhan in
favour of Mrs. Urmila Devi W/o Mr. Mahendra Pal in
respect of House no. 2L/46 (Western Side) (Part of
Property mo. 2L/47), area measuring 40 Sq. Yards,
Situated at NIT Faridabad, New Town Ship
Faridabad, Tehsil Badkhal, Distt. Faridabad,
Haryana, duly registered as Document No.2172, in
Addl. Book No.1, Volume No.1/24 on pages 5/7-9

Do, ProRert, Fresheld Reswlentil Ene G| [possesion, leae, ubleae, tenecy, foense, e amak  Aakarshi  DOB-  [So.iocomp e reauiements of BANKNBEG,we
sBé?rf/lﬁrDs', e e A Z't‘S?e'ctngizzz, heregv'reque_sied to notify the same in writing to us give this public notice that if any Person having any
{TH.A), Residential Colony Ramprastha, Ghaziabad,| |With Supporting documentary evidence at the address 25/9/25, Hence, she would be gf’:' 6’1; "S'ZI‘E" /r”gh"ftm"z;”tei’ffticm’eig‘wgmr{‘mﬁﬁe
Tehsil and Distt: Ghaziabad, U.P. mentioned below within 07 days from the date hereof, . property, maly inform in writing, at fhe
Date: 26-04-2025 Place: Ghaziabad failing which the claim or claims, if any, of such person named Kanak Aakarshi for all aqﬂiss g;er;nggﬁ;j tg;;ow}aﬁ‘tr)‘ou:m:wifh %b]:rf;'ﬁ"bse'
g‘f‘;'\ecseh?\;gshsaclgalr;n;iarécrgﬂﬁadl PFa\gg‘rA 9Ku°e?fe[)mub|e r persons will be considered to have been waived future urposes ‘;I)vrlesumed thyatthesaid prgberly \sgfreefroma\llype of
St B S e | U e e e S At LTS PUIPOSES T oot 5, S8
Tehsil Compound, Ghaziabad. (M- 9811834005 Secd Vaishali, Gzb.. U.P.. Moh. 9810063351 PD(1934)A  |sector 2Noidaip:201301Contact#a 120-4269375]
Indiabulls Enterprises Limited
(CIN: UT1290HR2019PLCO77579)
Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2025 ]
Rs. in Crores)
Quarter Quarter Quarter Year Year
ended ended ended ended ended
Particulars 31-Mar-25 31-Dec-24 31-Mar-24 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
Refer note-3 | Unaudited | Refer note-3 Audited Audited
Total Income from operations 15.53 13.72 14.67 58.67 58.76
Net (Loss)/Profit for the period (before Tax, minority interest and Share of Profit / (Loss)
of associates, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (119.14) (2.34) (18.81) (137.81) (25.20)
MNet {Loss)/Profit ror_the period (before Tax, miﬁority irileresi and Share of Profit / (Loss)
of associates (after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)) {119.14) (2.34) (18.81) (137.81) (25.20)
Net (Loss)/Profit for the period (after Tax, minority interest and Share of Profit / (Loss)
of associates (after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)) {119.12) (2.13) {18.36) (136.61) (25.24)
Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period
(after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] (119.45) (2.14) (18.92) (436.92) (25.33)
Equity share capital ' ' 39,67 3067 39,67 3967 30.67
Reserves (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the audited Balance Sheet (230.85) 206.07
Earnings per share (EPS) of Rs.2 each from continuing operations
- Basic (Amount in Rs.) (6.02) (0.10) (0.95) (6.93) (1.37)
- Diluted (Amount in Rs.) (6.02) (0.10) (0.95) (6.93) (1.37)
Earnings per share (EPS) of Rs.2 each from discontinued operations
- Basic (Amount in Rs.} 0.01 (0.00) 0.02 0.04 0.10
- Diluted (Amount in Rs.) 0.01 (0.00) 0.02 0.04 0.10
Notes:
1.The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved at the meeting of the Board of Directors held on 28 April 2025.
2. Key standalone Financial informati (Rs. in Crores)
Quarter Quarter Quarter Year Year
ended ended ended ended ended
Particulars 31-Mar-25 | 31-Dec-24 | 31-Mar-24 | 31-Mar-25 | 31-Mar-24
Refer note-3 | Unaudited | Refer note-3 Audited Audited
Total Income 13.72 12.13 12.43 57.91 4843
(Loss){Profit before Tax (7.76) (0.21) (17.88) (12.84) (33.00)
Net Loss/Profit after Tax (7.55) (0.26) (17.95) (11.96) (33.39)

Other Disclosure R

Place : Gurugram
Date : 26 April 2025

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Vijay Kumar Agarwal
Executive Director

The same can be
accessed by scanning
the QR code

provided below

3. Figures for the quarters ended 31 March 2025 and 31 March 2024 represent the balancing figures between the audited figures for the full financial year and published

reviewed year to date figures upto third quarter of the respective financial year.
4. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly / annual financial results filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and
ts) Regul
(https:/fwww.indiabullsenterprises.com) and on the website of BSE (https.//www.bseindia.com) and NSE (hitps://iwww.nseindia.com).

Registered Office: 5th Floor, Plot No. 108, IT Park,
Udyog Vihar, Phase-1 Gurugram, Haryana 122016

2015. The full format of the Quarterly / annual Financial Results are available on the Company's website

Singapore blocks voter-
influencing Facebook posts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Singapore

uthorities in Singapore, which goes to
the polls next week, have directed Meta
to disable user access to several
Facebook posts intended to influence voters
by foreigners — one a former Singaporean
detainee-turned-Australian linked to the
Islamic State and two Malaysian politicians.

The posts criticised, among others, the
Singapore government’s handling of sensitive
religious issues and urged Singaporeans to vote
along religious lines.

The city state goes to the polls on May 3.
The Infocomm Media Development Authority,
as the assistant returning officer, has issued
corrective directions to Meta to disable
Singaporean users access to several posts pub-
lished on Facebook, according to a joint state-
ment on Friday from the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and the Elections Department
Singapore (ELD).

The posts were by “Zai Nal’, identified as
Islamic State-linked Zulfikar bin Mohamad
Shariff, an Australian citizen who renounced
his Singaporean citizenship in 2020 after hav-
ing been detained for promoting terrorism in
the city state, and leading Malaysian politician
Iskandar Abdul Samad, national treasurer of
the Parti Islam Se-Malaysia (PAS).

Zulfikar had been detained under the
Internal Security Act of Singapore for his “pro-
motion of terrorism” and glorification of the
Islamic State online, according to the joint
statement. The MHA-ELD added that his
actions “contributed to the radicalisation of at
least two other Singaporeans”

In his post, Zulfikar accused several Malay-
Muslim members of Parliament of failing to
represent the interests of the Singaporean
Muslim community and said the local Muslim
community did not need another Malay MP
who did not represent their views, the MHA-
ELD said in the statement.

Zulfikar’s post was reposted by Mohamed
Sukri Omar, the PAS youth chief in Selangor
state in neighbouring Malaysia.

The posts, which can no longer be viewed
by users in Singapore, expressed support for
certain opposition candidates and criticised
decisions made by the ruling government,
according to a Channel News Asia report.

Stressing the importance of not mixing reli-
gion and politics, the MHA-ELD said it had
identified a “number of foreigners” attempt-
ing to influence the elections. “We must not
mix religion and politics. Singapore is a sec-
ular state,” the MHA-ELD said.

“Bringing religion into politics will under-
mine social cohesion and harmony, as we have
seen in other countries with race- or religion-
based politics,” it added.

The posts have been targeted at
Singaporeans, according to the statement.
“They interfere with our domestic politics,
which are reserved for our citizens. They also
urge Singaporeans to vote on racial and reli-
gious lines, and have led to more social media
postings of a similar nature”

All this has the potential to fracture the
multi-racial and multi-religious harmony
that is the bedrock of Singapore as a nation,
according to the statement.

“We recognise that public policy may
sometimes involve matters of religious con-
cern,” the MHA-ELD noted but assured the
government would continue to engage
widely, including with religious groups, to
hear their views and ensure they were taken
into account.

All this has the potential to
fracture the multi-racial and
multi-religious harmony that is the
bedrock of Singapore as a nation,
according to the statement

The MHA-ELD also urged all political par-
ties and their candidates, as well as religious
organisations, leaders and members of the
public to do “our part to safeguard the precious
harmony we have in Singapore today”.

Foreigners must not direct, fund or in any
way influence Singapore’s elections. It is an
offence under the Parliamentary Elections Act
for foreigners to participate in elections activ-
ity or publish online election advertising,
according to the statement.

Under the Parliamentary Elections Act,
online election advertising is defined as any
material published online that can reasonably
be regarded as intended to promote or prej-
udice the electoral success or standing of a
political party or candidate.

Gurmit Singh, president of the Inter-
Religious Organisation, said religion had to be
kept out of politics “for the common good”.

“In Singapore, we have witnessed the dan-
gers of racial and religious conflicts in the past,”
Singh said in a statement posted on Facebook
by the organisation’s honorary secretary
Lawrence Chong.

“This can come about when religion is
mixed with politics, as witnessed in parts of
the world,” Channel News Asia quoted Singh
as saying.

A total 27,58,846 (27.58 lakh) people are
registered to vote in the May 3 elections.
Among the voters, 75 per cent are of Chinese
origin, 15 per cent Malays who mostly prac-
tise Islam, and more than seven per cent peo-
ple of Indian origin.
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IPL 2025: Mumbai Indians, LSG set for intense battle

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mumbai

rampaging Mumbai Indians
(MI) will look to maintain their
winning run in a vital mid-table
battle against a dangerous
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) in an Indian
Premier League clash here on Sunday.

Placed fourth and sixth respectively, MI
and LSG both have an impressive 10
points in their kitty and are only
separated by the net run rate, having won
five matches each and lost four in nine
games so far.

While these two teams will battle for on-
field supremacy at the Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai’s unrelenting heat and humidi-
ty will also play its part in testing the play-
ers readiness to give it all in adverse con-
ditions.

For the visitors, a negative NRR of -
0.054 is something they would be keen to
improve while hoping that their skipper
Rishabh Pant is able to get a big score
under his belt.

Pant has managed a lowly 106 runs in
nine matches so far this season while shuf-
fling across batting positions to discover
what works for him, but none of his efforts
seem to have worked for the India
wicketkeeper-batter.

As Pant grapples with the burden of car-
rying the highest price tag, the pressure
that comes along with it and the immense
responsibility of leading a new IPL team,
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his players have responded well so far.
The challenge, thus, will be greater and
a different one for Pant’s visiting side since
the hosts Mumbai Indians are familiar
with the conditions and have been on a
roll, having notched up four wins on the
trot to move in the top half of the points

table. Mumbai are peaking just at the right
time and are firing on all cylinders. The
form of mainstays such as Rohit Sharma,
Suryakumar Yadav, Trent Boult and even
Hardik Pandya would pose a lot of threat
to MI’s opponents going forward.

Rohit banished an ordinary run of

scores with two explosive half-centuries
against Chennai Super Kings and
Sunrisers Hyderabad, finding some con-
sistency with the bat with a slight tweak
in his all-out-attack approach.

Getting through the power play while
putting away the bad deliveries — some-

thing that the India Test and ODI skipper
was doing even when he was not getting
big runs — have helped Rohit score 76 not
out and 70 in his last two outings.

While there were no major concerns
with Suryakumar, the familiar flourish for
the ace T20 batter was missing at the start
of the IPL but the right-handed batter too
has been able to hit his strides like Tilak
Varma.

Pandya has been an excellent floater for
Mumbai Indians with precise and tight
overs while he has been aggressive with
the bat, proving to be a dependable
option in both his roles.

Deepak Chahar and Trent Boult have
found assistance under lights and with the
evening sea breeze around in their home
matches but the conditions will be a lot
different for this game.

For LSG, overseas stars Nicholas Pooran
(377 runs), Mitchell Marsh (344) and
Aiden Markram (326) have formed the
bedrock of their success more often than
not and the troika’s returns largely deter-
mine their fortunes on the field.

Marsh has thrived in his role as a spe-
cialist batter while Pooran has been a class
apart, dazzling this IPL with strokes full
of Caribbean flavour. Markram has been
a dependable silent operator in the side
who has performed his role really well.

Lucknow Super Giants’ bowling line-up
is not an intimidating one on paper but
is smart enough to work their way around

conditions and pitches.

The presence of local man Shardul
Thakur, a late signing for LSG who has
taken most wickets (12) so far, would be
vital in understanding the wicket and
forming the plans as they go.

Ravi Bishnoi has not had many wick-
ets but it is Digvesh Rathi who has made
a strong mark this IPL, and will once again
want to snaffle a few wickets in that MI
line-up.

Teams

Mumbai Indians: Hardik Pandya (c),
Rohit Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Robin
Minz (wk), Ryan Rickelton (wk), Shrijith
Krishnan (wk), Bevon Jacobs, Tilak
Varma, Naman Dhir, Will Jacks, Mitchell
Santner, Raj Angad Bawa, Vignesh Puthur,
Corbin Bosch, Trent Boult, Karn Sharma,
Deepak Chahar, Ashwani Kumar, Reece
Topley, VS Penmetsa, Arjun Tendulkar,
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Jasprit Bumrah.
Lucknow Super Giants: Rishabh Pant
(C and wk), David Miller, Aiden
Markram, Aryan Juyal, Himmat Singh,
Matthew Breetzke, Nicholas Pooran (wk),
Mitchell Marsh, Abdul Samad, Shahbaz
Ahmad, Yuvraj Chaudhary, Rajvardhan
Hangargekar, Arshin Kulkarni, Ayush
Badoni, Shardul Thakur, Avesh Khan,
Akash Deep, Manimaran Siddharth,
Digvesh Singh, Akash Singh, Shamar
Joseph, Prince Yadav, Mayank Yadav,
Ravi Bishnoi.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru clash against Delhi Capitals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

irat Kohli and KL Rahul will head-
s ; line the battle of anchors while
Mitchell Starc versus Josh
Hazlewood in the pace department can
only add more spice to the contest between
the in-form Delhi Capitals (DC) and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) in the IPL
here on Sunday. Things can change rather
quickly in the IPL but on current form,
both DC and RCB are expected to make
the play-offs. Two points at the Feroz Shah
Kotla will significantly help the winning
team in that context.

Kohli remains the biggest draw as he
returns to his home ground’ at the back
of five half-centuries in nine games. Four
of them have come away from the
Chinnaswamy Stadium and despite being
in the opposition camp, the Delhi crowd
will be hoping the Indian superstar extends
his prolific run in the tournament.

Slower surfaces this season has made
stroke-making tougher but RCB’s leading
run-getter Kohli has thrived on that chal-
lenge to flourish for his team. Another bat-
ter who has done remarkably well under
the circumstances is Rahul, who has

scored the most runs for Delhi Capitals.

Not part of India’s T20 set-up, Rahul has
forced the selectors to take notice with his
stellar performances in the middle order
and behind the stumps.

Starc versus Hazlewood

The two champion Australian fast bowlers,
Hazlewood and Starc, have already showed
the immense value they bring to their
respective IPL teams. Hazlewood is among
the leading wicket takers in the tourna-
ment with 16 scalps and effectively won the
game for RCB in their previous outing
against Rajasthan Royals with an exem-
plary 19th over.

His compatriot Starc is not far behind
on the impact table and coincidentally it
was also against Royals that he came up
with a barrage of wide yorkers to seal the
game for DC. Their duel will be exciting
to say the least.

Kuldeep versus Suyash,

Axar versus Krunal

Kuldeep Yadav has foxed the batters in the
middle overs throughout the Indian
Premier League with his googly causing
maximum damage to the opposition.

Besides 12 wickets in eight games, the left-
arm wrist spinner has conceded runs at a
frugal rate of 6.50 runs per over.

Both Delhi Capitals and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru are
expected to make the play-offs.
Two points at the Feroz Shah
Kotla will significantly help the
winning team in that context

His presence will pose the biggest chal-
lenge to the in-form RCB batters on
Sunday night. Delhi boy Suyash Sharma
has also given a good account of himself
in RCB jersey and will be using all his local
knowledge to out-think the DC batters.

While DC captain Axar Patel has led
from the front, he has not bowled a lot in
the competition due to a niggle but has
completed his full quota of overs in the last
game, marking another positive for a team
on the charge.

Krunal will be performing a similar role
for the RCB camp. With 12 wickets in nine
games, the left-arm spinner has done the
job for his new franchise.

DC have been playing only three foreign
players since dropping Jake-Fraser
McGurk and that is likely to continue with
Abhishek Porel and Karun Nair at the top
of the order.

Teams
Delhi Capitals: Karun Nair, Harry Brook,
Jake Fraser-McGurk, Faf du Plessis, Tristan
Stubbs, Abishek Porel, Donovan Ferreira,
KL Rahul, Axar Patel (captain), Sameer
Rizvi , Ashutosh Sharma, Darshan
Nalkande, Ajay Jadav Mandal, Vipraj
Nigam, Manvanth Kumar L, Tripurana
Vijay, Madhav Tiwari, Kuldeep Yadav,
Dushmantha Chameera, Mitchell Starc,
Mohit Sharma, T Natarajan, Mukesh
Kumar.

RCB: Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar (captain),
Swastik Chikara, Devdutt Padikkal, Jitesh
Sharma, Philip Salt, Manoj Bhandage, Tim
David, Krunal Pandya, Liam Livingstone,
Romario Shepherd, Jacob Bethell, Swapnil
Singh, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh
Hazlewood, Nuwan Thushara, Lungi
Ngidi, Yash Dayal, Rasikh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Chennai

Daniel Vettori said that working

around their batting line-up and get-
ting the match-ups right with Kamindu
Mendis in the mix served the team well
against Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in
their Indian Premier League match.

SRH ended their winless streak against
Chennai Super Kings at Chepauk when
they defeated the hosts by five wickets
here on Friday, scoring 155 for five in 18.4
overs after CSK were bowled out for 154.

Vettori admitted SRH have not done
well on slow and tricky surfaces so far in
this IPL which saw them lose to Mumbai
Indians in an away game and two match-
es at home in Uppal.

“No, we have not (done well on those
pitches),” Vettori told the media after the
match. “We have encountered them
away and we have encountered them at

Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) coach

SRH batting line-up served
well against CSK: Vettori

home, so it has not quite matched up with
our expectations around the surfaces. But
the onus is on us to adapt and understand
what’s required,” he said. Vettori said
moving around their players was crucial
for SRH against CSK as Mendis played
avital role both with the bat and the ball.

“That’s why the likes of Kamindu came
into the team. That’s why there was the
shuffle in the batting order, putting
(Heinrich) Klaasen up, Nitish (Kumar
Reddy) down, to give us a more balanced
approach to a chase in particular,” he said.

“The initial plan was around left-right-
hand combinations, and that’s in a way
to counter Noor (Ahmad) and Jaddu
(Ravindra Jadeja) and how good they are
through those middle stages.”

“A lot of the logic was picking him
(Mendis) for this ground. We knew what
sort of surface wed come up against and
to have a batsman who can play all
types of spin, be aggressive.

Dar Salam, Suyash Sharma,

Rinku feels any
IPL team can
breach magical
300-run barrier

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Kolkata

batter Rinku Singh feels the Indian

Premier League has now reached a
stage where a team breaching the magical
300-run barrier in an innings won't be a
surprise.

The countdown to IPL 2025 was dom-
inated by chatter around the real possibil-
ity of teams going past 300 in an innings
in this edition of the league thanks to the
franchises’ relentless focus on sustained
power hitting.

During a chat with JioHotstar, Rinku
backed the possibility of a team breaching
the 300-run mark, citing past successful
chases as proof of how the game has
evolved.

“Yes, we can do it. IPL has

Kolkata Knight Riders’ swashbuckling

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Chennai

alf the IPL battle is normally
H won at auction table but in case
of Chennai Super Kings, the

Stephen Fleming admits CSK might
have got it wrong at auction table

“And that’s why we are proud of our
record today, that we have been able
to be consistent for so long. And it
doesn’t take much for it to go anoth-
er way, Fleming said after losing to

edition of the league.

tom of the points table having
seven out of nine games.

ly right with the performances

is evolving, and it’s not easy.

seeds of their struggles this season were
sown on that very evening in Jeddah
many months ago, when they failed to
get the best assortment of players.
Long-time head coach Stephen
Fleming admitted that it has led to an
unmitigated disaster in the ongoing

The CSK’s template of going for the
tried and tested players have backfired
with the team languishing at the bot-

“It is hard to say. We got it complete-
we've had. So we have been looking

over that in detail, just around our style
of play. Also looking at how the game

that is the point of the auction. But

of the players.

lost

that

Sunrisers Hyderabad here on Friday,
initially trying hard to defend the team.
But then there was acceptance that
they might have missed a trick or two.
“Other teams have got better, and

just have not been able to get it right.
So you take responsibility from the top
down, and you just ask a little bit more

“But yeah, that has to be an area
where we need to reflect and say it was-
n't as good as what it could have been,
or it hasn’t worked out how we want-
ed. “But it is also not a perfect science.
The auction is a very fluid beast. It is
like buying 25 houses, so you come
away at the end of it mentally and
sometimes physically exhausted. And

reached a stage where even
300 is possible; last year,
Punjab chased a total of 262
runs. All teams are strong
this season - anyone can get
to 300,” the big-hitting Rinku
said.

After scaling 250 thrice
during their runners-up fin-
ish last year, Sunrisers
Hyderabad came close to
reaching 300 in their open-

HINDUJA
HOUSING FINANCE

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Corporate Office: 167-169, 2nd floor, Near Little Mount Metro Station, Saipet, Chennai - 400015

Regional Office - 101-B, st Floor, NRK Business Park, Vijaynagar, Indore(MP) - 452010 Email - auction@hindujahousingfinance.com

Appendix IV : Possession NOTICE (for Inmovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited (HHFL) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction off
Financial Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of power conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, Demand Notice (s) issured by Authorized Officer of the Company to the Borrower(S) / Guarantor(S) mentioned herein
below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the

amount, notice here by given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property|
described here in below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security|
Interest Enforcement rules, 2002. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
to redeem the secured assets. The Borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subjectto the change of HHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with interestthereon.

ing game this season.
However, they eventually
ended at 286/7 against

Name of Borrower/
Guarantor / Co-Borrower

1. Demand Notice issued Date
2. Loan Account No,
3. Amount Due as on Notice Date

Description of Secured asset
(Immovable Property)

Rajasthan Royals, which was
arun short of their own pre-
vious best of 287/3 against
RCB last year, which is also
IPLs record total.

Rinku also reflected on his

Mr. NANURAM JATAV
Mrs. CHETNA BAI JATAV

1.1ssuance Date - 08-04-2024

2. MP/IDR/UJJN/AD0D0D00393 &
CO/CPC/CPOF/ADD0002363

3. Rs. 6,95,542/- (Rupees Six Lacs
Ninety Five Thousand Five Hundred
Forty Two Only)

A Land On Part of Land Survey, Survey No.969 Min-
1/Min1/Min-1, Situated At Ward No.05, Inside Station Road,
Main Road, Village Maksi, Tehsil And District Shajapur ,
Madhya Pradesh , India - 465106 Total Area - 600 Sq. Ft.
Boundaries - East - Land Of Radheshyam, West - 15 Ft. Wide
Passage, North - Land Of Radheshyam, South - Land Of
Radheshyam

role as a finisher, sharing
insights on fitness and com-
posure.

“I usually bat at No. 5 or 6
— T've done that for UP and
in the IPL, so I'm used to it.

Mr. GORDHAN
S/0 SHANKARLA
Mrs. JASHODA BAI

1.Issuance Date - 26-03-2024

2. MP/IDR/UJJN/AOD0000920
3.Rs. 4,55,319/- (Rupees Four Lacs
Fifty Five Thousand Three Ninteen
Only)

A House No. 231/1, Situated At Kharsod Khurd, PH.No.76,
Tehsil Badnagar, Rural, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, India —
456222 Total Area—71.0708 Sq. Mir.

Boundaries - East - House Of Jaganath, West - Common
Passage, North - House Of Poonam Chand, South - House Of
Bhuvan Singh

i Mr.
becouse with 14 matches 1y | [PHAAI
Mrs. BALI BAI

the IPL, it’s my responsibili-
ty to maintain my body and
recover well. “T also speak to
Mabhi Bhai often — he tells

BABULAL S§/0

1. Issuance Date:- 07/03/2024
2.MP/IDR/UJJN/AD00001238

3. Rs. 3,64,678/- (Rupees Three
Lakh Sixty Four Thousand Six
Hundred and Seventy Eight Only)

A House No 07 Situated At Village Moyakheda Gram
Panchayat Sarali PH.N. 47, Tehsil Makdon /tarana
Dist.ujjain , Near By Devnarayan Mandir, Madhya Pradesh ,
India— 456668 Total Area— 1350 SQ.FT. Bounded By: East:-
Place Of Bhagwan Singh,west:- Darbar Singh & Narayan
Field, North:- House Of Meharwaan Singh & Common
Passage, South: House Of Bhagwan Singh & Vacant Land

me to stay calm and play
according to the match situ-
ation. Things fall into place
when you stay composed.”

Borrower(s)/Guarantor's are hereby put to caution that the property may be sold at any time herein after by way of public aution/tenders
and as such this may also be treated as a notice under Rule 6, 8 & 9 of Security (interest) Enforcement Rules, 2002. Authorised Officer
Mobile No.- Vaibhav Shrivastav - 7987969803, Rajesh Chakotiya - 84355 71111, Shivam Sharma - 75099 99827, Satish Thapa -
9098523310

Date: 27.04.2025 Authorised Officer, Hinduja Housing Finance Limited

Mohit Rathee, Abhinandan a'ﬂj— 3]7'15 aﬁ‘—.‘n’ E- AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Singh. - = Branch: Jayendraganj, Nisha Plaza,
Jinsi Road, Near Aachran Press, Gwalior-474001 (M.P)
Bank Of Bar Oda Ph. 72477-16428, Email : vjgwal@bankofbaroda.com
"APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the publicin general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken
by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As is what is", and
i i i "Whatever there is" for recovery of below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower /s/Guarantor/s/Secured
to be fair, I'still think )W€ have got Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below.
a good squad. Were not far : i
away, he said, putting up a Name & Address of Description of the immovable property Re“;:;"“" Date & Time ':":;:::?::enit
brave front. Borrowers [ Guarantors/ Mortgagor with known encumbrances, if any e nai| & EAEON o ding Amoun
Pl like Rahul Tripathi,
Dee azliri—lolofia %i.l; Sﬂla)zkalr Borrower: Mrs. Chaya Sharma Properly Owner-Mrs Chaya Sharma W/o |  Rs.  |30.05.2025/ 05.10.2024
P > viay " W/o Deepak Sharma Mr. Deepak Sharma and Mr. Deepak |9,00,000/-| . " 14.02.205
have been super flops and CSK’s 2. Mr. Degpak Sharma Sharma S/o Mr Nathoram Sharma- Land [~ Rs, Time : | 1% B
reluctance to try out new talents $/0 Natho Ram Sharma and Building constructed at House No. | ggogg/- |2:00 PM 5.
at the start of the tournament , ’ - | 41/882/1022 & 41/1023/1, Ward No. 41, Flat [—n.—| 1o |8,17,511.22 /-
Address : Flat No.103, First Floor, Triveni ; P Rs.
cost them dear. Tower T 12 Mohalla. Jiwaiiaani No. 103, First Floor Triveni Tower, Tope wala | 1pggg. |6:00 PM | + Interest
: OWer , 1ope waia Monala, Jwajganl, | mohalla, Jiwajiganj, Lashkar, Gwalior (M.P.) & charges
we Lashkar Gwalior-474001 Admeasuring 69.70 Sqmt (750 Sq.ft.) STMBOLIC
Boundaries: East: Stair Passage then Flat No.
- 104, West: Other Property, North: Below
corrlgendum Road Common, South: Flat No. 102.
In The Pioneer, Bhopal Edition, Borrower : Mr. Vikas Goswami Property Owner- Mr Vikas Goswami S/oMr | Rs. 01.04.2019
dated 26 April 2025, on Page No 10, | | 5/o Mir. Suresh Chand Goswami Suresh Chand Goswanmi - Flat No G-3 Part of | 9,00,000/- 3“".]5'20_25 12062010
an advertisement issued regarding Add- Flat No. G-03 Ground Floor House No. 41/882/1022 & 41/1023/1 Rs. Time ; o
Case no. RC/165/2022 in O.A. No. Triveni Tower Tope Wala Mohalla Ground Floor Ward No. 41, Triveni Tower Tope | gg,ggo/- | 2:00 PM Rs.
678/2021 Central Bank of India Vs | | Jiwajigan] Lashkar Gwalior Wala Mohalla Jiwajigan] Lashiar Gwalior |~ to (109292975 /-
M/s Balaji Infratech by the Debts Guarantor : Mr. Sandeep Sharma | admeasuring 60.40 Sqr Mir. Boundaries: | 55ap. | 6:00 PM | + Interest
Recovery Tribunal under E-Auction §/o0 Mr. Narendra Sharma North: Common Gali, South: Flat No G-2, & charges
N s o el 1. Choudhary Mohalla, Hira Sadan, | East: Property Other & Common Passage, SYMBOLIC
—— P Kachhaua , Village — Aantri District | West: Other Property
mentioned the figure @ 8.30% Gwalior, MP -475001
instead of '@ 12.00% p.a. with 2. Flat No. G-02 Ground Floor Ward
simple interest. The correct figure No. 41, Triveni Tower , Tope Wala
should be read as ‘12.00 %". Mohalla, Jiwajiganj, Lashkar, Gwalior
SasienunIsiverein Borrower: 1. Mrs. Komal Bukoliya | Property Owner- Mrs. Komal Bukoliya W/o |  Rs. |99 g5 9925/ 01.12.2018
W/o Mr. Sonu Sharma Mr. Sonu Sharma and Smt. Nisha Bukoliya | 8,10,000/- | .. " 06.02.2019
Chanqge of Name Add: 42, Mewa Wali Gali, W/o Manoj Bukoliya- Flat No. G-01, Ground Time : ey
g N . " . o Rs. Rs.
Kilkari Hospital Ke Pass, Danaoli, Floor, Old Municipal House No. 41/882/1022 | g1 pgp/- 2:00 PM -
My old name's spelling Iiallsflhkarﬁ E\:I:raligrk y {n'_\nd 4%1?23&1.'1‘!\'?(1 I}O 4, Triyerll_i T(|11V|\(IEF, Rs to (196347699
.Mrs. Nisha Bukoliya ope Wala Mohalla, Jiwajiganj, Lashkar, o | B + Interest
was TARUNI_ENDRA KUMAR W/o Mr. Manoj Bukoliya Gwalior. Area 74.34 Sqmtr. fodog- | 6:00 P & charges
TIWARI. Written in my old Add: 42, Mewa Wali Gali, PHYSICAL
Passport. | have changed my Kilkari Hospital Ke Pass, Danaoli, POSSESSION
name's spelling. My new &| | Lashkar, Gwalior
correct name is now known as gltlmrrg#:r: Merllﬁl'édrﬂ Guriar g{ﬁ?e"g 0‘71"8 r-Mr..I::tlenRIra z%lérigl S/g 7 20“[8]001[ 22 05 2['25 01,04,2019
o Bhikam Singh Gurjar ikam Singh Gurjar- Flat No. 202, Second | 7,20,000/- [*= " "™ [ T9 naaa10"
] |TARUENDRA ~ KUMAR| {44 o, 2, Madha Valo Ka Mohalla, | Floor, Triveni Tower, Old Municipal House no |~ g | Time : | 12.06.2019
woeat | | T\WARI S/O GOPINATH| | Vilage-girgaon, Tehsi-morar, Gualior | 41/882/1022 and 41/1023/1, Ward No 41, | 79.5gg/- | 2:00 PM Rs.
boomsion| | TIWARI. Address Plot no. C- g;laﬁamur M. Sandeep Sharms éiWﬁJi(%%nknLasm:a]r, Swllor, Area 6500 |0 1o 1461,938.00/-
P 0 Narendra Sharma q. .40 sq mt.). Bounaaries: £ast : Fla 0. |6:00PM| + Interest
2| |06, Ward hno. 01, Mandldeep Add: Choudnary Mohalla, Heera Sadan,| No. 204 & Common Passage, Jeena, West : 10000/ & charges
Y g
Goharganj Dist. Raisen (M.P.) Gram Aantri, Paragna & Distt-Gwalior | House of Ghansu, North: Flat No. 201, South: PHYSICAL
462046 FlatNo. 203
Borrower: 1. Mr. Sandeep Sharma Property Owner- Mr. Sandeep Sharma $/o Rs. 01.04.2019
Change of Name S/o0 Narendra Sharma Narendra Sharma-Fiat No. G-02, Ground |7,20,000/- 22".]5'2['_25 12.06.2019
Add: Choudhary Mohalla, Heera Sadan, | Floor, Triveni Tower, Old Municipal House No. Rs. Time : o

21/04/2025 | SKARIAH SKARIAH S/O | | Gram Aanri, Paragna & Disti, Gwalior | 41/882/1022 and 41/1023/1, Ward no 41, | 72060~ | 200PM |, Fs.

HYKOOTTATHL CHANDY | s LT WL

_ '0 Mr. Nathu Ram Sharma . - -). Boundaries: : . |6 + Interest
SKARIAH. Address- 58, 1y civo ™0 First Foor. Trveni Common Passage and Parking, Jeena, West: | 1000V 600 PH & charges
Durgesh Vihar, J.K. Road| |fower Tope Wala Mohalla, Jiwaji Ganj, | Property other, North: Flat No. G-03, Sauth: e
Bhopal (M.P.) declares thatin| | Lashkar, Gwalior, Paragna & Distt, Gwalior | FlatNo. G-01 POSSESSION
my present documents. My B .

22/04/2025 . orrower: 1. Mr. Pradeep Sharma Property Owner- Mr. Pradeep Sharma- Part|  Rs. 01.04.2019
name written as SKARIAH §/0 Nathuram Sharma of Survey No. 128/3. Min-1,130,135, Ward | 9,00,000/- 22'95'20?5 17.07.2019
SKARIAH. | have changed my ﬁdd: Krll(p?| .ﬂ};shram'bI Kedea%s, Clr]andra g'cl'l' 18,_|v:junicipeﬂ I\lio. 1%2;‘2|,t\dar§h Na;;zat[ri Rs. ZTW‘;’M Rs.

agar, Koteshwar Mandir, Gwalior illage-jaderua Kalan, Gwalior, Area- 90,000/ .

name. M y naw & Correct 2. Mrs. Sandhya Sharma Saq.1t (66.915gmt.). Boundaries: East: House T" to 151771933-94{'
name is now known as| |w/qPradeep Sharma of Ram Prakash, West : Road, North: Land of | 4gggy. | 6:00 PM | 5 Interest
VELOUR SKARIAH Add: Kripal Ashram Ke Pass, Chandra | Savitri Devi, South : House of Virendra & charges
SKARIAH. Now in all my| |Nagar Kateshwar Mandir, Gwalior B
documents. | will be known as For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.bankofbaroda.in/e-auction.htm
VELOUR SKARIAH SKARIAH or https://baanknet.com prospective bidders may contact the authorized officer on Mobile- 78801-53122

in future. Place: Gwalior Date: 25/04/2025 Authorised officer, Bank of Baroda




MESSDC

a2l b7 SoFeileslodl g6

TEIW.III?.G lﬁ) T i
o§’ > Ifter _
0‘\6 3[qerel T el

m 2025 o

Jﬁﬂaﬁsﬁmaﬁfznzﬂmﬂmﬂﬁ : ,
ETBIE hedl dedycel sodece el alfadi

* Tolael thifaferet deel Ulteieit 2025
. o 3lof Wdilerel vd @it Utlereit 2025
o[afTgdH o ISR, ATk v Svwrdivan Seawcaic yeileret Uiteiet 2023

- o Tdlsiteit-vae3ie uiferedt 2025
m m o etz Uiwet 2025
O

| Ch solferecd
AEAHA, LGN GIeT 15+ 5 | 2000+ | 50+

yEduh | aEd A7 | aEd, smdda gfie | ot amEd sufai

97 HUeT 2025 | ETeT 5:00 §i 1200+]1 200K+ 2
fgfceie dodere dee, &ele 4

M : A, HIETA 2025



sunday .
magazine

April 27, 2025

The Mechukha Adventure Race in

Arunachal Pradesh blended high-octane action
with national pride, showcasing the region’s
beauty, writes GYANESHWAR DAYAL

he greatest challenge one can face often lies within — confronting

and transcending personal limitations. Pushing these bound-

aries becomes one of the most rewarding experiences life can

offer. This notion came to life both figuratively and literally when
22 teams converged in Mechukha for the 3rd National Adventure Racing
Championship, a prestigious event under the Adventure Racing World
Series — Asia Series.

In a spectacular blend of adrenaline and assertion, Arunachal Pradesh
played host to a high — octane adventure race set against the breath-
taking backdrop of Mechukha, located in the Shi Yomi district.
Spearheaded by the Government of Arunachal Pradesh, which aims to
place Mechukha firmly on the global adventure sports map, the choice
of location was as strategic as it was scenic.

Nestled near the Chinese border on the far eastern edge of India,
Mechukha stands not only as a gateway to natural beauty but also as a
testament to national pride and resilience. Pasang Dorjee Sona, the Sports
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh and the visionary behind the event’s con-
ception, expressed his intent with candor and conviction: “This is our
way of telling the world — we are here, waiting to be explored. What
you'll find here is an India unlike any other. The race is merely a means
to draw global attention and unveil this hidden paradise”

His words carry weight, for Mechukha offers boundless opportuni-
ties for adventure tourism — from soaring down one of India’s longest
zip lines and paragliding over pristine valleys, to braving wild rivers
through rafting and kayaking, scaling rugged mountain faces, and trekking
through untouched landscapes. Set against the backdrop of the Eastern
Himalayas, the race included mountain biking, trail running, river raft-
ing, and rappelling — challenging participants across some of the most

The Pioneer

G

rugged and breathtaking terrain in the region. Mechukha, located near
the Indo — Tibet border, offered a dramatic and fitting venue, with its
raw beauty and strategic significance. The race covered a route that took
participants through dense forests, across suspension bridges, over swift
rivers, and into remote tribal hamlets, giving them a taste of the unique
culture and unspoiled environment that defines Arunachal Pradesh.

Promoting Adventure Tourism

Organised by the state’s Department of Tourism in collaboration with
Nth adventure the race was a strategic move to boost adventure tourism
in the region. Arunachal Pradesh, often referred to as the “Land of the
Rising Sun,” boasts immense untapped potential for eco and adventure
tourism. Pema Khandu, the dynamic Chief Minister
of Arunachal Pradesh, is deeply committed to
positioning Mechukha and the state as a whole, ﬁ_.f
as a vibrant tourism hub. \
“As a border state, we face certain constraints,”
he noted, “but significant efforts are underway @
to enhance infrastructure — from roads to
telecommunications — which will give a major
boost to the tourism industry. Arunachal Pradesh
is a peaceful state with 85 percent forest cover,
offering visitors a rejuvenating experience
amidst nature”
Speaking at the event, Arunachal
Pradesh’s Tourism Minister empha-
sised, “This is our home, and we are
proud to showcase its beauty and
resilience. Adventure tourism is
our bridge to the world, and
Mechukha is just the beginning”
“It's not just about the race. It’s
about experiencing India’s frontier,
the people, the spirit, the message,”
said a participant from Mumbai.

ADVENTURE MECHUKHA: LET THE ADRENAL RACE

India’s 3rd National Adventure Racing Championship came to
Arunachal Pradesh for the first time. As part of the prestigious ARWS
Asia series, the championship offered an experience that combined
intense competition, breathtaking landscapes, and rich cultural
immersion. Held in the remote and pristine Mechukha Valley, the
event lived up to its promise of providing a race like no other. Nestled
high in the Himalayas, 6,000 feet above sea level, Mechukha

B

| Indig’s Fipst

welcomed competitors with its untouched beauty. The participants not
only faced some of the toughest terrains in the country but also had
the chance to immerse themselves in the culture and traditions of the
region, discovering the warmth and hospitality of the local tribes,
including the Membas, Ramos, Bokars, Libos, and Tagin.

The 3rd National Adventure Racing Championship also served as a
qualifier for the ARWS Asia Championship 2025, adding an extra layer
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of intensity to the competition. With national and international teams
coming together to compete, the event attracted some of the best in
the field. In addition to the race, the championship offered a
generous cash prize pool of Rs 7 lakh, 5 lakh and 3 lakhs. But beyond
the competition, the event allowed participants to fully immerse
themselves in Mechukha's rich culture. It was an experience that went
far beyond the race itself, offering a deep connection to the land.

EXPLORING THE LAST SHANGRI-LA
Nestled in the eastern Himalayas, Mechukha is a pristine
valley in the Shi-Yomi district of Arunachal Pradesh,
India. Often described as the “Last Shangri-La,” this
enchanting destination remains largely
untouched by commercial tourism,
offering an unspoiled glimpse into
nature, culture, and
thrilling adventures.

ATAPESTRY OF NATURAL BEAUTY
Mechukha is a dreamscape of lush meadows, dense
pine forests, winding rivers, and majestic mountains.
In spring and summer, the valley is blanketed with
wildflowers, while autumn offers crisp air and golden
hues. Winters, though chilly, transform Mechukha into
a white wonderland, with snow-draped landscapes
that look like they're lifted straight from a postcard.

ADVENTURE AWAITS

While tranquility is one of Maichuka’s charms,
the region also promises adrenaline,
pumping adventure for thrill seekers.

TREKKING AND HIKING
Mechukha is surrounded by several
unexplored trails that cut through dense
forests and mountain passes.

The Samten Yongcha trek is a favourite
among locals, offering panoramic

views of the valley.

Hikes to nearby ridges reveal

sweeping vistas of snow capped

peaks and endless forests.

RIVER RAFTING

The Siyom River, though calm

in places, also has rapids

suitable for white — water

rafting, especially during the

summer. For the more laid,

back adventurer, angling for

local fish species in the river is

a peaceful pastime. L

PARAGLIDING (% .
Mechukha has also become ¥, "Elﬂ?f’
known as a paragliding hotspot, %
especially during the annual *
Adventure Festival organised by the e
Arunachal Pradesh tourism department. 0=
Soaring over pine forests and rivers offers

a bird’s eye view of the valley’s breathtaking
landscape.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
With its rugged terrain and offbeat tracks,
Maichuka is perfect for mountain biking.
Whether you're coasting downhill or
navigating rocky trails, the
combination of fresh air and scenic
backdrops makes every ride
memorable.

“A person susceptible to
‘wanderlust’ is not so
much addicted to
movement as committed
to transformation”

— Pico lyer

A SUBTLE YET STRONG

MESSAGE TO CHINA

China has consistently refused to
recognise Arunachal Pradesh as part of

India, referring to it as “South Tibet” in
its official maps. The Indian
government has repeated|ly reaffirmed
that Arunachal Pradesh is and will
always be an integral part of India.
By organising a high-profile

adventure event in a border village,
India sent a quiet but firm message:
governance, development, and public
participation in the region are thriving.

The presence

of Indian security forces,

civil authorities, and a large number of
Indian participants underlined the
reality on the ground.
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“LIFE IS UNCERTAIN.
EAT DESSERT FIRST”
— ERNESTINE ULMER

he Bengali culture always makes you feel

so alive and the Bengali feast is to die

for in the case pf food lovers. So, for ten

special days, the essence of Bengal will

be live at the The Suryaa, New Delhi with “Taste

of Bengal’, that is a grand celebration of food,

| flavour and nostalgia. The heart behind the entire

» finger licking food is Chef Ananya Banerjee, whose

, love for Bengal’s food traditions shines through
| every plate.

’ The buffet spread showcases an impressive line-

up of Bengali classics. Start with Bhetki Paturi,

where mustard-marinated fish is

pan-fried to perfection. For the savours
of the non vegetarian you can try the
ever-popular Keema Egg Devil, a
favourite from Kolkata’s

street food scene
that wraps

Chef Ananya Banerjee — The mind
and magic behind the creativity
and fusion of the
Bengali food.

Comes Alive In Delhi

Bringing the stories and spices of Bengal to life, Chef Ananya Banerjee
curates an unforgettable menu for the Delhiites, for ten days, that
celebrates the region’s rich love for the food culture, writes ABHI SINGHAL

THE SWEETEST GRAND FINALE

The dessert spread is a poetic end to the Bengali feast. You
will get to relish the Makha Shondesh served in a crisp
kunafa basket — soft, kneaded, and delicately sweet.
Then, surrender to the charm of Kheer Komala, a silky milk
pudding laced with fresh oranges and citrus zest.

A gentle, flavourful finale that lingers on the palate long
after the last bite.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

spiced minced meat around a boiled egg, fried
until golden and crisp.

In the starters you also have Ghugni tart — a
contemporary take on Kolkata’s classic yellow pea
curry, served in a delicate tart shell, Beetroot
Croquette cylinder — a crisp, deep-fried beetroot
and potato croquette with subtle spice, served with
delicate garnish. These will not let you keep up
the space for the upcoming main course.

The main courses feature the much-loved Kosha
Mangsho, a slow-cooked mutton dish rich with

spices. Pair it
with puffed Luchi
or the fragrant yellow
Basanti Pulao for a truly satisfying
plate. And for those with a sweet tooth, the Baked
Rasogolla is a must — a gentle twist on Bengal’s
iconic sweet that's both comforting and indulgent.
The Vegetarian Thali had the Lebu pata bhaat
— fragrant gobindobogh rice infused with citrusy
gondhoraj leaves for refreshing aroma, Bengali
Aloo Dum — baby potatoes slow-cooked in light-
ly spiced tomato cumin. The taste of Chholar Dal
with Narkel & Kishmish made with thick Bengal
gram dal cooked with coconut slivers and sweet
raisin will become your favourite eventually.
The desert is the last and the best. You will have
the sweetness of Makha Shondesh in kunafa
basket — Soft, Kneaded Bengali sandesh delicate-
ly in a crisp kunafa nest. The Kheer Komala — A
velvety milk pudding infused with fresh oranges

feel weak on food.

But this festival is about more than just
what is on the plate. The Suryaa has turned
its dining space into a little slice of Bengal
with Live kitchen counters let diners watch
dishes come to life, while traditional music
adds a soothing background, completing an
atmosphere that feels like stepping into a

Bengali home.

FACT SHEET -

Taste of Bengal
Where: The Suryaa, New Delhi

When: 25th April - 4th May 2025

Timings: 7:00 PM - 11:00 PM

make your taste buds

Price: Dinner Buffet at INR 2399++

From Tokyo to Mexico, it’s a flavourful food world tour at Cafe Delhi Heights, writes ABHI SINGHAL

rience, a cultural adventure that brings togeth-
er the flavours and traditions of distant lands.
Imagine embarking on a food journey around the
globe, all without leaving your seat. With the
International Street Food Festival 2025 at Cafe Delhi
Heights, you can do just that, as this exciting cele-
bration of global cuisine unfolds across all their out-
lets from April 15 to May 1.
Step into the warm and aesthetic atmosphere of
Cafe Delhi Heights, where the scents of sizzling
spices, grilling meats, and fresh ingredients fill the

Street food is an extra happy taste buds expe-

Passp(;f% Wbrld’_s Street Food

.
o e

air, setting the stage for a food adventure. The fes-
tival’s specially formed menu promises to take you
on a whirlwind tour across continents, offering a
unique twist on iconic street food dishes from
around the world.

You can start your journey in Asia with a
steaming bowl of Japanese ramen, its rich,
savoury broth paired perfectly with tender
noodles and a medley of fresh toppings. If
you're craving something with a bit of heat, the
spicy, tangy kick of Mexican tacos will leave
your taste buds dancing. For a touch of
Middle Eastern warmth, savour the juicy,
flavourful shawarmas, packed with a delicious
mix of meats and spices that transport you
straight to the bustling streets of Beirut or
Cairo.

But the adventure doesn’t stop there. Want
to travel more? Now, CDH takes you to Spain |
with a bite of the crispy, sugar-dusted churros, |
or you can sink teeth into a tender Turkish
kebab that captures the essence of Turkey’s
street food culture. For those who prefer some-
thing lighter, the Vietnamese spring
rolls offer a refreshing
crunch with a burst

S,

THE VEGETARIAN

- THALI HAD THE LEBU"
PATA BHAAT,
BENGALI ALOO DUM,
CHHOLAR DAL,

GOLDA CHINGRI'
MALAI KARI AND
MORE TO ENJOY.

and cit-
rus zest will l

From street snacks to
heirloom recipes, “Taste of
Bengal” brings Kolkata's
kitchen to Delhi under the
culinary guidance of Chef
Ananya. It promises a meal
to remember and is an
invitation to connect with a
part of India that is rich in
warmth, tradition, and taste.
So, prepare fora
nostalgic food
journey as
The Suryaa.

of herbs and dipping sauce that’s simply irresistible.
And for the perfect comfort food, there are
American sliders, mini burgers packed with bold
flavours that are both familiar and exciting.

The festival adds an interactive twist to the expe-
rience with the Dart World Board
— a fun, paid activity where you
throw a dart at a world map that
highlights the countries featured
in the festival menu. Wherever the
dart lands, thats the street food
dish you must try. It’s an adven-

turous way to discover new flavours,
bringing an element of surprise to your dining
experience.

Taste the global street food and something new

with the International Street

Food Festival at Cafe Delhi
\ Heights. Hours of spend-

, ing time and savouring
. food will take you
through culture,
flavour, and the joy of
sharing a meal.

FACT SHEET
Location - All Outlets .
Café Delhi Heights
Availability - 15th
April- 1st May

A Night of Artful Mixology

Bangkok’s Rabbit Hole Brings Cocktail Magic to Gurugram at The Leela
Ambience, writes GYANESHWAR DAYAL

ply combining drinks — it’s a creative craft

that merges flavour, balance, technique, and
storytelling. A superb cocktail is a sensory jour-
ney, where each ingredient is selected with
intention and precision to evoke a mood, a mem-
ory, or an emotion. From the clink of ice to the
swirl of citrus oils, mixology is where culinary sci-
ence meets artistic expression, turning a simple
sip into a memorable experience.

In a dazzling display of global mixology, The
Leela Ambience Gurugram Hotel & Residences
hosted one of Asia’s most iconic cocktail destina-
tions for an unforgettable evening. On 23rd April,
the celebrated Rubicon Bar & Cigar Lounge
opened its doors to a special bar takeover by
Rabbit Hole — BangkoK’s legendary speakeasy
known for its inventive cocktails and chic,
understated charm.

Tucked away behind a nondescript wooden
door in Thonglor’s vibrant nightlife district, Rabbit
Hole has earned a reputation for pushing the
boundaries of mixology while maintaining a
relaxed elegance. For one night only, this distinc-
tive Bangkok spirit was brought to Gurugram,
infusing the capital region’s cocktail culture with
an international flair.

At the heart of the takeover were Rabbit Hole’s
star talents — Depp, the Group Beverage
Manager, and Bite, a master mixologist known for

The art of mixology extends far beyond sim-

RABBIT HOLE'S SIGNATURE STYLE
Tucked away behind a nondescript wooden door in
Thonglor's vibrant nightlife district, Rabbit Hole has earned
a reputation for pushing the boundaries of mixology while
maintaining a relaxed elegance. For one night only, this
distinctive Bangkok spirit was brought to Gurugram,
infusing the capital region’s cocktail culture with an
international flair.

his flair, finesse, and storytelling. The duo took
over the bar with a menu of meticulously curat-
ed cocktails that highlighted their signature cre-
ativity, precision, and deep understanding of
flavour. Each drink told a story, bridging cultures
and delighting the senses of everyone in atten-
dance.

The Rubicon Bar & Cigar Lounge, with inte-
riors designed by Japan’s renowned Studio Spin,
provided an opulent yet intimate backdrop for the
evening. Featuring rich wood panelling, maroon
leather seating, warm ambient lighting, and the
refined atmosphere of a private cigar lounge,
Rubicon served as the perfect stage for Rabbit
Hole’s artistic libations.

This collaboration marks yet another milestone
for The Leela Ambience Gurugram Hotel &
Residences in its mission to deliver world-class
hospitality experiences. By partnering with glob-
al tastemakers such as Rabbit Hole, the hotel con-
tinues to elevate Gurugram’s luxury scene, offer-
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“TRAVEL FAR ENOUGH,
YOU MEET YOURSELF”
— DAVID MITCHELL
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ond the Beaten Path, Into the Q

A peaceful getaway in the hills, perfect for relaxing, exploring
nature, and enjoying quiet moments

ucked away in the lush folds of the

Kumaon hills lies a lake of nine corners,

Naukuchiyatal — an emerald secret

that still shimmers in its serenity, away
from the better-trodden paths of Nainital and
Bhimtal.

And now, it has a luxurious new address:
Naukuchia House, a recently renovated 42 —
room property by the Indian Hotels Company
Limited (IHCL), the custodians of the iconic Taj
brand.

Standing elegantly by the lake, Naukuchia
House is not just a hotel — it's a sanctuary.
Designed with understated charm and heritage
echoes, the property offers panoramic lake
views, with a private entry that takes you straight
to the shimmering waters. Step out of your room,
and you can hop directly onto a boat. I did. A slow
ride in the morning mist, a fishing line tossed
casually into the glassy lake surface — this isn’t
just vacationing; it's soul-deep unwinding.

For those chasing rejuvenation rather than
adventure, I recommend their signature full-body
spa therapy. My masseur was a magician with
years of training in her fingertips, and the steam
bath that followed was the kind of cleansing city
souls long for.

But Naukuchia House doesn't stop there. On
one of the afternoons, the hotel arranged a
guided walk into the forest, leading to an
enchanting village clearing where warm tea
and quiet conversations replaced Wi-Fi sig-
nals and screens.

And then there’s Kainchi Dham — just
a scenic 30-minute drive away. This mod-
est ashram has turned into a magnetic spir-
itual hub, drawing global figures like Mark
Zuckerberg, Julia Roberts, and closer to
home, Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma.

Footsteps in the
Halls of Genius

A literary journey in an English town unites two
voices across continents and centuries

Whether you're a believer or a curious wan-
derer, the calm of Shri Neem Karoli Baba’s
temple will stay long after you leave. Back
at the hotel, there’s plenty to indulge in. The
temperature — controlled pool makes a dip
possible even when the air gets crisp.

The food?

Their Asian fare is well-balanced, and the
Indian kebabs-succulent, smoky, and
served with Himalayan charm-are mem-
orable. A chef’s nod to modern tastes with-
out losing sight of tradition at Jja, their all
— day dining restaurant that means
‘Mother’ in Kumaoni, is worth a praise.
Naukuchiyatal is just 5.5 hours by road
from Delhi, making it ideal for a 2-3 night
escape. Unlike its over-touristed cousins,
it offers silence, stars, and stories. And with
Naukuchia House now writing its

own, there’s never been a better time

to visit.

PAWAN SONI

Food critic and
founder of the
Big F Awards

REJUVENATION

Naukuchiyatal Lake, with its nine

serene corners, offers peaceful

boating and fishing. Nearby,

Kainchi Dham — home to Shri

Neem Karoli Baba — draws
seekers and celebrities alike for
its calm, spiritual aura.
Surrounded by pine forests and
misty hills, the lake is a hidden
gem for nature lovers.
Birdwatchers often flock here to
spot rare Himalayan species in the
tranquil surroundings. Cosy
homestays and lakeside cafés add
charm to the quiet retreat.

NOTTO MISS

The Kumaoni thali is a flavourful ode to the hills. It
features aloo ke gutke, lahsuni palak and hearty gehat
dal, paired with the region’s signature lal bhaat. The
tangy Kumaoni raita and spicy bhaang ki chutney add
layers o taste. For meat lovers, there’s tender chicken
and a rich shikari mutton curry. The meal ends with a
comforting bowl of rice kheer — soulful and satisfying.

Shakespeare’s House
on Henley Street

This timber — framed
house is where
Shakespeare was born

BY SEEMA ANAND CHOPRA

on a cool September autumn afternoon I

stood looking at the birthplace of
Shakespeare and wondered what it was that had
drawn me here at this time of the year.

It is just another English house, but for its resi-
dent who made it extraordinary — this was home
to one of the greatest English writers who hold a
universal appeal. His plays and
poems continue, till times today, to
entice readers and audiences, tran-
scending borders of countries
and languages. Undoubtedly, this
celebrated author is remembered
even after 450 years, for his literary
works have proudly, since ages,
been imbibed in most school and
university syllabuses. So, I went vis-
iting the English town of Stratford-
upon-Avon where the historic and
skilfully restored house of William
Shakespeare is located.

Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Museum

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust

was founded in 1847, almost three centuries after
his birth, and has been able to preserve his legacy
and the five Tudor houses associated with
Shakespeare’s lifetime. By the 19th century, the
house had decayed and was falling apart, but the
timely restoration attempts by the famous writer —
Charles Dickens, helped to save it. He organised per-
formances in towns of England to raise funds to ren-
ovate the memorial house! We gathered this infor-

Trying to take a step backwards into history,

mation and a lot more at the vivid, engross-
ing Shakespeare Museum, through which is the
entry to Shakespeare’s birthplace!

Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Subsequently, we reached Shakespeare’s birth-
place, which is quite lively with radiant colours wel-
coming all who enter it, echoing the lifestyle of the
16th century. Shakespeare lived here with his par-
ents and many more brothers and sisters. The par-

AU REVOIR _
It's amazing how such a humble space gave rise to qne of the
greatest writers ever. Quiet but meaningful. The setting adds to
the magic — it's like the whole street tells a story. We dr.oye
back with memories of two great poets and writers - William
Shakespeare and Rabindranath Tagore, born centuries and
continents apart, yet brought together by little e'ffort and fate at
Shakespeare’s Birthplace! No wonder that Rabindranath Tagore
is referred to as the Shakespeare of India! Rabindranath
Tagore's birth anniversary — 7th May is celebratf:d annually at
Shakespeare’s Birthplace by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust.

lour, hall, workshop, bedrooms and the furnishings Tagore at Sh akespeare’ s
have been reinstated too. Birthpl
Also noteworthy is Shakespeare’s bedchamber irthplace

and birthing room from the year 1564, recreated On the occasion of the upcoming birth
to perfection! We were informed that he anniversary of Nobel Laureate
sometimes wrote the description of his per- Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore on
sonal domestic items, furniture etc. in his 3 . 7th May, T recall my visit to
plays, which has helped the restoration || 'L_l Shakespeare’s Birthplace House
work to a great extent! { fondly. After the Shakespeare

. . house tour, we stepped out
Discovery in the Gardens P

through one of the back exit
In the 16th century, the garden of the doors, wandered through its
house was used for various purpos- . five gardens attached to the
es by Shakespeare’s father — like | YR | main house, and spotted
wool-dealing activities, glove-mak- i 4 H B v 'l ~ the bust of Rabindranath
ing, growing vegetables, herbs and ' [ SIS § } }‘y‘
medicinal plants, a barn for pigs, hens —TT
and more and also as a storage 7
area. Wandering through one -~
of the five gardens attached
to Shakespeare’s house, we @ T
made a discovery that
added excitement to our visit .
and it was an icon of a true trib- |
ute to the “Voice of India’ |

Tagore — the great Indian poet and writer
: — it stood there majestically, as a true
= ——— - homage to him. We were at a quiet
i garden corner of the house and there

it was — a fine sculpture on a stone
plinth carved with Tagore’s poem

to Shakespeare, which he wrote on

the tercentenary of Shakespeare’s
death — completion of 300 years in
1916 — titled ‘In Honour of William

Shakespeare’s
Birthing Room

A small, modest
room believed to be
where Shakespeare
was born

Shakespeare’ In the poem, he praises Shakespeare
as an English poet as well as a world poet — an acco-
lade to Shakespeare’s work that inspired Tagore’s lit-
erary work too! Little did he envision that less than
50 years later, the poem would be back in the lime-
light when the Calcutta Art Society presented an
ivory tablet of the poem at the newly opened
Shakespeare Centre in 1964!

— The author is a travel writer and researcher
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“SOMETIMES YOU MAKE THE RIGHT

DECISION

, SOMETIMES YOU MAKE

THE DECISION RIGHT”

— PHIL MCGRAW

YOUR
WEEK
AHEAD

MADHU KOTIYA

ARIES March 21-April 19

As your work life blooms this week, be careful not to neglect
personal connections due to your sharpened wit and a
plethora of advanced ideas coming to the forefront. Your
productivity becomes an asset, but may trigger feelings of
emotional neglect from family and loved ones if left
unbalanced. Mid-week could present chances to represent
your organization or to travel for business after an initial
period of basking in neglect from other employees, so try
remaining vigilant around opposing coworkers as envy may
lead others to seize the credit you rightfully deserve. Such
ventures are bound to guarantee success and return value as
they will serve to improve your standing and reputation in the
organization.

Lucky number 3 | Lucky colour Midnight Blue
Lucky day Tuesday

LEO July 23-Aug 22

Possibly this week, you might feel pulled toward a
more flexible and unusual way of going about your
life. A valuable lesson comes from this sign, and it is
that you possess freedom of your choices, all the
reason to unapologetically choose the route you want
irrespective of what others think. But at the same
time, freedom seeking ambition might lead you to
careless attitude, particularly when it comes to work

| matters. This could cause friction with authority and

limit your progress or acknowledgement in the
workplace. In any case, the solution lies in staying

~ resolute and decluttered. As you make greater plans,
| try to bear in mind that fulfillment in achievements

arises from consistent effort as well as the right
intention.

Lucky number 18 | Lucky colour Ocean Blue
Lucky day Wednesday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

In the first two days, you might feel mentally drained
and have a hard time making decisions. This conflict
inside of you could cause tension and anxiety. As a
means for relief, you might look to art, books, or
even some religious texts. You actively seek people,
and thus, become very social, as relationships
become the new focus. A person’s balance of
intuitive and wise actions is very active at this time.
The middle of the week is marked with solitude
which can help provide an aid to personal reflection.
- This self-enlightenment is zen-like and very deep at
this point. By the end of the week, there are some
thrilling prospects waiting for you such as starting a
new business, changing jobs, or even new
developments in the family.

Lucky number 17 | Lucky colour Brown

Lucky day Thursday

' TAURUS April 20-May 20

In the area of career and family, this week may
present more challenges than usual. Disputes and
misunderstandings may crop up among your
colleagues, and interpersonal relationships may
become even more strained. Remember to remain
calm and to seek refuge from volatile
~confrontations. Calmly reflect on your behavior and
attempt to approach the affected issues
constructively. It is very likely that your energy and
confidence will suffer a downturn on mid-week.
Attending to personal health and relaxation is vital
during this period. Greater insight could be derived
from a consultation with a medical professional. By
the week’s end, a gradual improvement will be
noticed. Personal matters, along with financial
issues, will begin resolving and confidence will
return gradually. Engaging in spiritual activities will
aid in attaining tranquility and achieving equilibrium.
Lucky number 7 | Lucky colour Copper

Lucky day Thursday

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

In matters of love and even in your profession, the
week starts with some disappointments along with
missed opportunities. You might feel lonely or alone
in a crowd which rises from an underlying
dissatisfaction. For those already in relationships,
work obligations may entail unscheduled absences
from oneAj loves. However, midweek brings a change
of pace. A new business venture or an increase in
income might be on the way. An assignment may
have been given to you and your success will depend
on how hard you work and commit yourself. Towards
the end of the weekend, you should watch your
temper which may lead to rage, or you falling into

| some emotional temptation that alters your sense of

judgment. You can greatly benefit from paying
attention to your subconscious through dreaming,
remaining within the boundaries of logical and
rational aspirations.

Lucky number 5 | Lucky colour Pink

Lucky day Friday

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

Get ready for the week because you will feel an extreme
level of happiness and satisfaction this week.
Everything from your emotional state, health, and
finances will bring deep fulfillment and satisfaction.
You will be able to achieve everything you want while
being grateful. You will start receiving better health and
will feel more at ease during your day to day activities.
All the burdens that felt impossible to overcome before
will now seem like an easy task. From a personal point
of view, you will receive lots of warmth and support
from your family which underscores the importance of
true love. Be grateful for the affection you do get, as it
provides great strength. The reality you construct
during this week will turn into a source of great
strength and success in the long run.

Lucky number 12 | Lucky colour Purple
Lucky day Friday

GEMINI May 21-June 20

The clarity that you gain during this period will help
you to navigate smoothly through any challenges
converting negativity into positivity, and not the
other way around. Instead of avoiding your
difficulties, open yourself towards a new and deeper
pursuit that is sustainable deep-rooted in lasting
happiness and fulfillment. You may experience
emotional struggles or physical imbalances, but
learn to ride their wave instead of trying to stifle
them. Release any attachments to the past and focus
entirely on resolving conflicts within yourself in the
present moment. By the end of the week, a decision,
probably yours, will restore clarity on travel or family
issues. Expect holistic healing on a mental and
physical level as the week closes.

Lucky number 14 | Lucky colour Grey

Lucky day Monday

LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22

Your determination, along with other factors this
week, is sure to guide you to achieving all of your
set goals. Embracing the strong focus is sure to
yield inviting results. Turning those dreams into
achievements is going to be a walk in the park now.
Growth would be accompanied with opportunities in
family or new endeavors. Towards the middle of the
week, your memories are bound to wash over you
like a wave alongside old friends or places which
hold value bringing joy and happiness into your life.
By the end of the week, focus from the outside
world transforms into the inner self allowing an
equilibrium shift to be attained via meditation,
spiritual reflection, or simple prayer leading your
introspective thought.

Lucky number 20 | Lucky colour Mint
Lucky day Saturday

© put together. No matter Ma, there are always

AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

This week, your initiative and ability to lead are
reasonably high. You become the source of
strength for others, offering help and assistance
where it is needed. You show great affection and
might need to be a bit loving at times to set the
right balance. You may get an impetus of some
sort in the middle of the week which can stir some
conflict or argument of sorts. You will want things
settled your way and even though this isn’t
physical battle, it can feel like an emotional one.
Either way, in this period of time, you won't be
moved, focusing instead on everything sound and

mixed results and in this case, your capability of
noticing every single detail will make it easier for
you to make money. You stay safe with your wit.
Lucky number 2 | Lucky colour Lime

Lucky day Monday

CANCER June 21-July 22

Feeling apprehensive and fearful of what others
think could dominate your life this week. This may
also lead to internal conflict and self-doubt.
Unproductive conversations that can spiral into
useless confrontations are also a possibility.
Although it may seem like others are the issue, the
real struggle is within yourself. In this case, you
need to work on forgiving yourself which will help
you channel your energy towards these
unconstructive conflicts. With a positive attitude,
success can be attained. The beginning of the week
will allow you to feel motivated and strong
achieving goals. If there is anything that needs to
be worked on, now is the time to put in the effort
with the extra energy to attain them.

Lucky number 1 | Lucky colour Fuchsia

Lucky day Friday
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Madhu Kotiya is a tarot card reader, spiritual healer, and Founder, MShezaim Institute of Tarot and Divination. Contact details: madhu@indiatarot.com, www.indiatarot.com, M: 9873283331

SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21

This week, you will lead with your natural ability to
be a strong marker of confidence and attract all
sorts of positive attention. The week will start off
with your desires being fulfilled, and a feeling of

| satisfaction will also accompany you as you

experience the joy of family and new beginnings.
You would feel an inner calmness and sense of
calm after an important life cycle is finished. This
would allow you to rest and enjoy the moment.
However, some outdated beliefs or practices
stemming from the past may be hindering your
growth so do remember this. With this in mind,
new perspectives that positively change your life
are a must here. By the end of the week, strive to
be neutral about challenges; exercise clear
judgment, unwavering integrity, and strongly
articulate elements of your truth.

Lucky number 9 | Lucky colour Orange
Lucky day Tuesday

PISCES Feb 19-March 20

This week begins with a powerful urge towards
spiritual development, driving you toward seeking
enlightenment. You may find peace in meditative
techniques like prayer and even participate in group
spiritual activities. Enjoying your own company
brings calm and quite moment, reflecting back
towards your milestones, and accepting the efforts
you have put in. In projects like constructing a
house, there is a feeling of closure. The joy that
comes from family get-togethers and other

" celebrations will be significant, and relationships
including those with spouses will deepen through
understanding, caring, and affection. Along with
these, this week contains chances of buying
movable or immovable assets which combine
external achievements with internal satisfaction.
This enlightening journey will be taken with the
guidance and support of elders. During this period,
embrace the phase that brings ample growth.
Lucky number 15| Lucky colour Lilac

Lucky day Sunday

THOUGHTFULINSIGHTS
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Dr. Tanu Jain

While destiny may
chart the broad
course, confusion is
often a creation of our
own minds. | eventually
understood — clarity is
not external; it's the
power of one’s

inner being

Dilemmas and Decision-Making in the Pursuit of Life

ow often do we find ourselves at

the crossroads of decision-mak-

ing — hesitant, confused, or

gripped by the fear of making
the wrong choice? The mind echoes with
questions: Am I doing the right thing? What
if this backfires? Would life have been bet-
ter if I had chosen the other path?

These are not rare thoughts. Many of us
revisit decisions, wishing we had taken more
time or acted differently. But then again, is
the course of our life truly in our hands? Or
are we being gently steered by the unseen
currents of divine will?

While destiny may chart the broad
course, confusion is often a creation of our
own minds. In one of my encounters, I met
a respected justice, a spiritually inclined man
with decades of experience in law. I asked
him earnestly, “Sir, how do you make such
critical decisions about others’ lives with-
out hesitation or emotional burden?”

He smiled and replied, “I have never had
a problem making decisions. My mind is
clear, and I have no biases. I serve my duty
with sincerity, and that anchors me.

That statement lingered with me for days.
How could someone remain untouched by
the emotional weight of decision-making?
I eventually understood — clarity is not
external; it’s the power of one’s inner being.
His spiritual grounding and absence of per-
sonal attachment gave him freedom from
confusion. He had transcended personal
likes, dislikes, and ambitions. His work was
not a job, it was his dharma —

his sacred duty.

The spiritual texts speak deeply about this
inner clarity:
“Yada te moha-kalilam buddhir vyatitarishy-
ati, tada gantasi nirvedam shrotavyasya shru-
tasya cha”

— Bhagavad Gita 2.52
“When your intelligence has passed out of
the dense forest of delusion, you shall
become indifferent to all that has been heard
and all that is to be heard”

This verse emphasises that clarity comes

Now you can write to us at agendapioneer@dailypioneer.com

Liberation

when the fog of delusion lifts — when ego,
attachment, and fear no longer influence
your thoughts. So, what really brings that
clarity?

Clear Priorities is the Key

Confusion creeps in when we are torn
between our personal attachments and our
responsibilities. When your priorities are
aligned with your higher purpose — not
temporary pleasures or emotional biases —
decisions become smooth.

“Na karmanam anarambhan naiskarmyam
puruso’snute”

— Bhagavad Gita 3.4

“One does not attain freedom from action
by abstaining from work; nor does one reach
perfection merely by renunciation” The key
lies in understanding your role and walk-
ing it without ego or expectation.

Mental Clarity Through Devotion
When the mind is purified through sadhana
— dedicated spiritual practice, service,
and sincerity — clarity arises naturally.
Decisions are no longer a burden; they
become expressions of your inner purpose.
No Favourites, No Bias is a Blessing
When you stop playing favourites — be it
people, outcomes, or even ambitions — you
rise above confusion.
“Udaasina-vadaaseeno gunair yo na
vichaalyate”

— Bhagavad Gita 14.23

“He who remains like one unconcerned,
unshaken by the modes of nature — such
a person gains peace””

Seeing Work as Worship Finally Leads to

When your office, your duty, your contri-
bution to the world becomes your tapasya
(austerity), then your entire being aligns
with it. Work stops being a burden. It
becomes seva — sacred service.

In the end, life will always present us with
choices. The roads may diverge, dilemmas
may arise, and uncertainty may knock on
our doors time and again.

But when we are anchored in purpose,
detached from outcome, and aligned with
our inner truth, the fog clears.

True clarity is not about always knowing
the right answer — it’s about being so root-
ed in your dharma that even the toughest
choices feel light. It is the silence of the soul,
not the noise of the world, that guides the
wisest decisions.

As the Upanishads remind us:

“Dharmam chara, satyam vada”

— Taittiriya Upanishad

“Walk the path of righteousness; speak the
truth?

When decisions come from a place of
truth, integrity, and surrender, even the
unknown becomes sacred.

You may not always control the path, but
you can choose to walk it with clarity,
devotion, and grace. And in doing so, you
don’t just make decisions — you shape your
destiny.

— The author’s views are personal.
The author is a civil servant at the Ministry of
Defence and a spiritual speaker




