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J GOPIKRISHNAN n New Delhi

The Centre on Thursday assured the
Supreme Court that it will neither
denotify Waqf properties, includ-
ing ‘Waqf by user’, nor make any

appointments to the Central Waqf Council
and State Waqf Boards till May 5.  The assur-
ance on the matter by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta came when he informed a
bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices Sanjay Kumar and KV Viswanathan
that the Waqf law was passed by Parliament
with “due deliberations” and it should not
be stayed without hearing the Government. 

The Centre strongly opposed the Apex
Court’s proposal to pass an interim order

against denotification of Waqf properties,
including ‘waqf by user’, besides a stay a pro-
vision allowing the inclusion of non-
Muslims in the Waqf Council and Boards.
“During the course of hearing, the Solicitor
General states that the respondent (Union
of India) would like to put in a short
response within seven days. He further states
and assures that till the next date of hear-
ing, no appointments will be made to the
Council and the Boards under Sections 9
and 14 (of the Act),” the Bench said. 

The Bench noted that Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, also said that Waqf proper-
ties, including ‘Waqf by user’ already regis-
tered or declared by way of notification, shall
not be disturbed and denotified till the next

date of hearing.  The Bench then granted a
week’s time to the Centre to file a prelimi-
nary response to the pleas that challenged
the validity of the contentious Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025. It posted the mat-

ter for further hearing on May 5. “If your
lordships will say something about ‘Waqf by
user’, what will be the fallout?” Mehta said.
He added, “We, as a Government, and

Parliament, are answerable to the people.”  
The CJI said if the registration of any Waqf

property had taken place under the erstwhile
1995 Act, then those properties can’t be
denotified till further hearing. 

The Apex Court, while hearing the mat-
ter on Wednesday, proposed to stay certain
key provisions of the Act, including the
power to denotify properties declared as
Waqf by courts and inclusion of non-
Muslims in the Waqf Council and Boards.  

On Thursday, Mehta asked whether the
Court might consider staying, directly or
indirectly, the Act based upon some prima
facie or tentative reading of some of the
Sections. “If your lordships are going to stay
a statutory provision,” Mehta said, “it by itself

is rare. We will have to take your lordships
to the history of legislation, followed by
amendment.” 

He said the Union Government received
several representations, which ultimately
resulted in the amended Act.  Opposing the
stay, the Central Law Officer referred to cer-
tain instances and said private properties
were usurped as Waqf in several places.
Terming it a “considered piece of legislation”,
Mehta said the pleas were filed before the
Presidential assent and taken up immedi-
ately by the Bench. 

“We are not deciding the matter finally,”
the Bench quipped. 

Mehta argued that staying the Act’s pro-
visions may be a “harsh step” and said the

Government should be allowed to place its
preliminary reply. “Allow me to place
within a week my preliminary reply with
some materials, documents and statutes to
show,” he said, adding “in one week, noth-
ing will change’.  

Senior Advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, repre-
senting a State Government, said, “Heavens
are not going to fall if the interim order is
not passed for a week or so.” Mehta further
assured on not making appointments in the
respective Waqf Boards even if some of the
States were not before the Apex Court. The
CJI said, “We don’t want the position to
change. Parliament makes laws, executive
decides and judiciary interprets.” 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday severely criticised the
higher judiciary by questioning

the three-month timeline set by the
Supreme Court for the President of India
on assent to State Bills, saying this tanta-
mount to judiciary acting as a ‘super
Parliament’. He also opined that Article 142
of the Indian Constitution was a ‘nuclear
missile available with the judiciary 24x7
against democratic forces’.

He also questioned absence of even an
FIR in the alleged discovery of wads of
burnt currency notes from the Delhi res-
idence of a High Court Judge, wondering
whether a “category beyond law” had
secured immunity from prosecution.

“If the event had taken place at his (com-
mon man’s) house, the speed would have
been that of a rocket. Now it is not even
a cattle cart,” Dhankhar said. He said while
a committee of three Judges is probing the
matter, an investigation is the domain of
the executive and not the judiciary.

Dhankhar’s strong words about the
judiciary came during his speech to Rajya
Sabha interns, days after the Supreme
Court sought to fix a timeline for the
President to grant assent to the Bills

reserved for her consideration by a State
Governor.

“So, we have judges who will legislate,
who will perform executive functions, who
will act as super Parliament and absolute-
ly have no accountability because the law

of the land does not apply to them,”
Dhankhar remarked.

The Vice President also said Article 142,
which grants plenary powers to the
Supreme Court, had become a nuclear
missile against democratic forces (and)

available to (the) judiciary 24x7. Article
142 gives the Supreme Court the power to
issue orders that ensure “complete justice”
in any matter before it. This power is also
known as the Supreme Court’s plenary
power. “There is a directive to the President
by a recent judgment. Where are we head-
ing to? What is happening in the country?
We have to be extremely sensitive. It is not
a question of someone filing a review or
not. We never bargained for democracy for
this day. The President being called upon
to decide in a time-bound manner, and if
not, (Bill) becomes law,” Dhankhar said.

The Vice President said his worries were
at the “very highest level” and he had never
thought that he will have to see such a sit-
uation in his life.

He pointed out that the Indian President
was in a very elevated position. “(The)
President takes an oath to preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution. Others,
including Ministers, the Vice President,
parliamentarians and Judges take an oath
to abide by the Constitution,” Dhankhar
said. “We cannot have a situation where
you direct the President. And on what
basis? The only right you have under the
Constitution is to interpret the
Constitution under Article 145(3).

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

India on Thursday brushed aside
Pakistan Army Chief General Asim
Munir’s remarks that Kashmir is

Pakistan’s “jugular vein,” and asserted
that the only link between Kashmir and
Pakistan is Islamabad’s illegal occupa-
tion of part of the region (PoK) that it
must vacate.

Addressing a gathering of overseas
Pakistanis in Islamabad on Wednesday,
General Munir reiterated Pakistan’s long-
standing rhetoric on Kashmir and
defended the controversial two-nation
theory that led to the Partition in 1947.
Pakistan Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
was present.

“Our stance is absolutely clear, it was
our jugular vein. It will be our jugular
vein, we will not forget it. We will not
leave our Kashmiri brothers in their hero-
ic struggle,” General Munir said.

He also claimed that Pakistanis are
bound by a “superior ideology and cul-
ture” and urged the diaspora to pass
down the story of Pakistan’s creation,
rooted in the belief that “Muslims and
Hindus were fundamentally different in

religion, customs, traditions, and ambi-
tions”. Rebutting his remarks, Ministry
of External Affairs(MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said here: “How can any-
thing foreign be in a jugular vein? This
is a Union Territory of India. It’s only rela-
tionship with Pakistan is the vacation of
illegally occupied territories by that
country.”

On Pakistan’s attempts to wash its
hands off the 26/11 terror accused
Tahawwur Rana, Jaiswal said, “Pakistan
may try very hard but its reputation as
the epicentre of global terrorism will not
diminish.“The extradition of Rana serves
as a reminder to Pakistan that it needs
to bring to justice other perpetrators of
the 2008 Mumbai attacks whom it con-
tinues to shield.”  he said.

The Centre strongly opposed
Apex Court’s proposal to pass
interim order on denotification
of Waqf properties, including
‘waqf by user’

India’s reaction came as
Pakistan Army Chief General
Asim Munir reiterated his
country’s rhetoric on Kashmir
and defended controversial
Two-Nation Theory 

Government answerable to the people: Centre to SC

Dhankhar flays SC timeline for Presidential assent to Bills 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kota (Rajasthan) 

Apotter in Rajasthan with an annu-
al income of `95,000 was left
utterly dumbfounded after he

received two back-to-back income tax
notices last month for business transac-
tions worth ̀ 13.55 crore in the 2020-2021
fiscal. It was later revealed that Vishnu
Kumar Prajapat (32), a resident of Jhaliji
Ka Barana in Bundi district, had possibly
been a victim of identity theft. A case of
cheating was registered by the police on
Wednesday.

According to police, the potter’s PAN
and Aadhaar Card details were allegedly
misused by a Mumbai-based firm to evade
the tax scanner for two business transac-
tions. Prajapat received the first notice on
March 11 through email and speed post,
saying no I-T return was filed for the
transaction of over `10.61 crore in FY
2020-21. He was directed to file a reply by

March 19. He rushed to the local police
station. From there, he was referred to the
cyber police station in Bundi but there too
nobody listened to his complaint, Prajapat
claimed. The potter then took the help of
a chartered accountant who, after some
enquiries, discovered that his Aadhaar,
PAN and other document details were
“misused” for GST registration of a
Mumbai-based firm owned by an 
individual.

It was also revealed that the firm
allegedly executed two business deals, one
of ̀ 10.61 crore and another of ̀ 2.83 crore,
using the potter’s details.

Armed with the information, Prajapat,
on March 23, visited the office of Bundi
Superintendent of Police, where ASP
Uma Sharma heard his grievances, took
his complaint and sent it to the cyber
police station for probe.

Meanwhile, Prajapat received another
I-T notice on March 30, this time for a

financial transaction of ̀ 2.83 crore in the
same financial year.

“Two police personnel visited my home
on Wednesday and assured me that I will
not be wronged,” said the potter, a grad-
uate in Arts. He told PTI that he earns only
around `95,000 each year by selling clay
pots, a family business.

A cheating case was registered at the
Gendoli police station on Wednesday
night and further investigation was under-
way, said Assistant Sub-Inspector
Mukhendrapal Singh.

The police official denied charges of
delay in initiating a probe into the mat-
ter, saying the complaint was received just
a few days ago and investigation into it dis-
closed fraud and tax theft.

Prajapat had earlier submitted his doc-
uments to a private firm in Bundi, seek-
ing work as a daily-wager and it was like-
ly that his personal details were leaked
from there, Singh added.

Poor potter gets I-T notice for `14 crore deal

Will file CFSL report on authenticity of
Biren tape shortly: Centre tells SC RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday chaired a comprehensive
review meeting on the Yamuna to

assess the current status of the river and
discussed the ongoing and future plans for
its cleaning and rejuvenation. The agency-
wise action plan to clean the river was
reviewed in the meeting. 

It was also decided that Delhi will pre-
pare an Urban River Management Plan
for holistic water management, and inte-
grate it with the City Master Plan. The
meeting discussed steps like public par-
ticipation and use of real-time data and
space technology to revive the heavily pol-
luted river. The Prime Minister empha-
sised that the experience of the Chhath
Puja celebration by the people of Delhi
should improve, it said. 

The meeting held at the PM residence
here was attended by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, Jal Shakti Minister
CR Patil,  Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and senior Government officers.

The meeting discussed short-term
activities (of three months), mid-term
activities (three months to one-and-a-half
years) and long-term activities (one-
and-a-half years to three years) related to
the cleaning of the Yamuna along with
management of drains, sewage, industri-
al waste and identification of gaps in
wastewater treatment. 

Monitoring measures, improving the
Yamuna flow, flood plain protection,
green riverfront development and public
outreach were all discussed with specific
timelines. The urgent need to rehabilitate
Delhi's drinking water system to reduce
leaks and non-revenue water was empha-
sised. The actions to be taken for Drain
Management, Solid Waste Management,

Sewage Management, Septage and Dairy
Waste Management, Industrial Waste
Management, gap identification of waste-
water treatment infrastructure and mon-
itoring steps, improving the river flow,
flood plain protection, green river front
development and public outreach were all
discussed with specific timelines.

During the meeting, the river as a whole
was discussed, including actions to be
taken in the Haryana stretch of the river,
the Delhi stretch as well as the stretch
downstream of Delhi up to the Sangam at
Prayagraj in UP. The current status of the
wastewater treatment infrastructure, and
the governance issues that impact the qual-
ity of the Yamuna waters were presented
to the Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Modi advised that the
best available technology should be har-
nessed to gather micro-level real-time data
to measure the flows in the drains as well
as monitor the functioning of the sewage
treatment plants.

Agency-wise action plan to clean the
river was reviewed in the meeting to assess
the current status of the Yamuna and dis-
cuss ongoing and plans for its cleaning and

rejuvenation, the Delhi government state-
ment said.

Prime Minister Modi said the experi-
ence of the people of Delhi while celebrat-
ing Chhath Puja should improve and
emphasised the need to create a people-
river connection to inculcate respect for
the river and make it a part of the lives of
people living in the cities settled along the
Yamuna, it said. A 'Jan Bhagidari
Movement' enlisting volunteers for
Yamuna rejuvenation and holding public
events around the river were also empha-
sised. In addition to the Delhi stretch, spe-
cial attention may also be paid to the cul-
turally rich area around Braj, making the
‘Braj Yatra' a part of the river-people move-
ment, the statement said.

The Prime Minister advised that the
best available technology should be har-
nessed to gather micro-level real-time data
to measure the flows in the drains as well
as monitor the functioning of the sewage
treatment plants. Further planning and
implementation of pollution abatement
infrastructure should be based on this
data, it said. 

India goes for jugular vein:
Pakistan should vacate PoK

White Bengal Tiger cub Bheem and female cub Skandi playing inside their enclosure at the Nahargarh Biological Park in Jaipur PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta during a review meeting on Yamuna cleaning, in Delhi  PTI

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and others during the valedictory ceremony for the 6th Batch of
Rajya Sabha Interns, at the Vice President Enclave, in New Delhi  PTI

PM Modi directs Delhi to clean Yamuna
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The Centre informed the Supreme
Court on Thursday that a forensic
report on the authenticity of a

leaked audio clip regarding the alleged
role of former Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh in the ethnic violence in the
northeastern State was ready and would
be filed shortly in a sealed cover. 

A bench headed by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna took note of the sub-
missions of the counsel appearing for the
Centre and the State Government to this
effect and deferred the hearing on a plea
filed by Kuki Organisation for Human
Rights Trust (KOHUR) in the week
commencing May 5.

The counsel said the report from the
Central Forensic Science Laboratory
(CFSL) will be filed by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and sought an adjourn-
ment, saying the law officer was unavail-
able at the moment.  

Singh resigned as the Chief Minister
of Manipur on February 9, amid rum-
blings within the State BJP and growing
demands for a change in leadership of the
State. Earlier, the top court sought a
sealed-cover report from the CFSL on the
authenticity of the leaked audio clips that
allegedly hinted at then CM Singh’s role
in the ethnic violence that began in May
2023. KOHUR, represented by advocate
Prashant Bhushan, had sought a court-

monitored SIT probe into Singh’s alleged
role. “The State is gradually limping back
to normalcy and we will keep it (the mat-
ter) on hold at the moment,” the CJI had
said, adding he would see later whether
the top court or the High Court should
hear the case. The Solicitor General
agreed with the observations.

Bhushan termed the contents of leaked
audio a “very serious matter” and said
Singh was purportedly heard saying that
Meitei groups were allowed to loot arms
and ammunition of the State
Government. “I have annexed tran-
scripts of tape recordings,” he added.

The Solicitor General said the petition-
er had “ideological inclinations” and
there was a report by a committee of
three High Court Judges which stated
that there were efforts to keep the “pot
boiling”. 

“A truth lab confirmed that 93 per cent
it is the voice of the (then) Chief
Minister,” said Bhushan, “and truth labs
are far more reliable than the FSL
reports”. The law officer, however, ques-

tioned the veracity of the truth lab
report. On November 8 last year, a
bench headed by the then CJI DY
Chandrachud directed KOHUR to pro-
duce material to indicate the authentic-
ity of some of the leaked audio clips.
Bhushan had said he would also file a
copy of the tape in a CD format. Mehta,
however, said the plea could be filed in
the High Court under Article 226 of the
Constitution.

Bhushan said that the recorded conver-
sation prima facie showed the complic-
ity and involvement of the State machin-
ery in the violence against the Kuki Zo
community. He said the clips had “dis-
turbing conversations” and Singh could
be heard instigating the violence and pro-
tecting the attackers.

KOHUR’s plea alleged that Singh was
instrumental in “inciting, organising
and thereafter centrally orchestrating the
large-scale murder, destruction and other
forms of violence against the Kuki-
dominated areas in Manipur”.

“The petitioner is praying for a court-
monitored investigation by a Special
Investigation Team into the leaked audio
tape clips as there is clear and strong prima
facie evidence showing involvement of the
highest functionary, ie, the (then) Chief
Minister. The investigation will need to
unearth the conspiracy which appears to
involve the highest functionary of the
State,” the plea in the Apex Court said. 

A bench led by CJI Sanjiv
Khanna noted submissions of
counsel for the Centre and the
State and deferred hearing on a
plea filed by Kuki body KOHUR
in the week commencing May 5



We Karan Pal S/o Tej 
Singh & Nehni W/o Karan Pal 
R/o Inayatpur Bachida, Aligarh 
UP, Currently R/o Rampur 
Syudi, Labour Coloy Surajpur 
declare that our daughter 
Suman out of our control. So 
we disown her from all our 
moveable/immovable 
properties. If anybody deals 
with her they will do their own 
risk/responsibility. 

We Tara Ram son of Sh. 
Pyare Lal and Sona Devi W/o 
Tara Ram R/o House No. 5905, 
Maloya Colony Chandigarh 
inform that our son Nand Lal 
and his wife Geeta Devi are out 
of our control. We disown them 
from our all moveable and 
Immovable Properties. Anybody 
deal with them will do at their 
own Risk. 

We, Mandhir Kapoor S/o 
Shri Thakur Dass, and my wife 
Smt. Komal Kapoor, R/o House 
No. 394, Sector 46-A, 
Chandigarh declared  that our 
son Manik Kapoor and his wife 
Pooja Kapoor are out of our 
control. We Disown them all our 
Moveable and Immoveable 
Properties. Any body Deal with 
them Own Risk. 

We Gurdyal Singh S/o 
Jaimal Singh and Maya Devi 
W/o Gurdyal Singh R/o Village 
Bhaini Kalan Tehsil Nilokheri 
District (Karnal) declare that our 
son Pardeep Kumar is our of 
control. We evict them from our 
movable and immovable 
property. In future, anyone who 
deals with them will be 
responsible for it himself. We 
and any member of our family 
will have no responsibility in 
this. 

I, Pawan Kumar, son of 
Nek Chand, resident of Aman 
Nagar, Jalandhar, declare that 
my son Jatin is beyond my 
control. I dispossess him of my 
movable and immovable 
property. Anyone who deals 
with him will be held 
responsible. 

I, Shri Niwas S/o Chandgi 
Ram R/o Ward No.8, Pooja 
Colony Tehsil Pehowa, 
Kurukshetra My Son Rahul 
Sharma and his Wife Rosy is 
out of my control. I disown them  
from my all  moveable and 
immovable properties. If 
anybody deals with him at his 
own risk. 

I am Anish Kumar Chugh, 
son of Krishan Lal Chugh, 
resident of village Arniwala 
Sheikh Subhan, Tehsil Wa, 
District Fazilka. That my 
daughter Khushi Chugh is 
beyond the control of me and 
my family. I hereby evict her 
from my movable and 
immovable property. I and my 
family have no relation with her. 
Whoever deals with her and 
does any kind of business, he 
will be responsible for it. 

I Allarakha S/o Sh. Rafiq 
Mohammad R/o Village Raipur 
Rani Tehsil & Distt. Panchkula, 
declare that my son Rashid 
Hussan and his wife Heena 
Ansari and their children's all 
are out of my control. So I 
Disown all of them from my 
moveable/immovable 
properties. Anybody dealing 
with them at their own risk. 

We Mohan Singh S/O 
Balwant Singh And Ranjit Kaur 
W/O Mohan Singh R/O Vill. 
Malak Tehsil Jagraon Distt. 
Ludhiana Declare That Our Son 
Gurdeep Singh And His Wife 
Harpreet Kaur And My Grand 
Daughters Gureakmeet Kaur, 
Hareakmeet Kaur And 
Samreen Kaur Are Out Of Our 
Control. So We Disowned 
Them From Our All Movable-
Immovable Property. Anybody 
Deals With Them At Their Own 
Risk And Responsibility. 

I, Amarjeet Singh Father 
of No2503808L Rank Hav 
Gurbhag Singh Village Bhatton 
Po Takhatgarh Tehsil Anandpur 
Sahib Distt Rupnagar(Punjab) 
declare that in my son's Army 
record, my name written as 
Amarjit Singh,  Whereas my 
correct name is Amarjeet Singh 

I, Kamla Devi W/O Ex No-
Jc 114666-Y, Rank-Sub, 
Name-Late Jagdish Chand 
Sharma, Of Asc Records. 
Resident Of #-3178, Paradise 
Enclave, Sec-50-D, Chandigarh 
Declare That I Want To Amend 
My Daughter's Name Mamta To 
Mamta Sharma And Date Of 
Birth 26-06-1977 To 25-07-1978 

I Wazir Singh s/o Hawa 
Singh r/o Vill. Jagsi Teh. Gohana 
Distt. Sonepat declare that in my 
Aadhar Card & Education 
documents my name is Wazir 
Singh. In my 10th marksheet it is 
Wazir. My real name is Wazir 
Singh. In future known me as 
Wazir Singh for all purposes. 

I Hav Ram Singh (Army 
no.13613282A) resident of 
dashmesh colony, Vpo 
Mustafabad, tehsil Jagadhari 
district Yamunanagar Haryana. 
Declare that my wife Kamlesh 
and date of birth of my wife is 
20/04/1965 in my army 
documents while other 
documents are Aadhar Card and 
school leaving certificate has 
name Kamlesh Devi and date of 
birth 07.03.1962. Now I want to 
get my wife name Kamlesh Devi 
and date of birth 07/03/1962 
changed in the army documents 
also. Concerned Please may 
note the related information. 

I, Gursharan Singh 
disabled son of No. 1034452 
Ex-Dafedar Late: Balbir Singh 
resident of H.No. 1045, W.No. 
5, Chhaju Majra Colony, Kharar 
Distt. SAS Nagar (Punjab) 
hereby declare that my name 
Gurcharan Singh and date of 
birth 03 Jul 1971 has been 
recorded in service documents 
of my father which is incorrect. 
My correct name is Gursharan 
Singh and date of birth 31 Jul 
1972 as recorded in my 
matriculation certificate, Aadhar 
Card & Pan Card. 

I Seema Sapehia W/O 
Nasib Singh VPO Dadial Tehsil 
Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur 
Punjab declare that in my 
husband Army's record My 
Name Has written Seema 
Sapheia Wrongly. Actually my 
Name is Seema Sapehia as per 
My aadhar card record. 

I, Basappa Koppad, father 
of Army No. 14647733N Rank 
Hav Name Mahantesh 
Basappa Koppad of Unit 14 
Engr Regt LRW C/o 56 APO, 
have changed my name from 
Basappa Koppad to Basappa 
Basaprabhu Koppad & Date of 
birth from 01/07/1957 to 
01/06/1951 Vide Affidavit Dated 
17 April 2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, Basavva Koppad, 
mother of Army No. 14647733N 
Rank Hav Name Mahantesh 
Basappa Koppad of Unit 14 
Engr Regt. LRW C/o 56 APO, 
have changed my name from 
Basavva Koppad to Basavva 
Basappa Koppad & Date of 
birth from 01/07/1958 to 
08/06/1956 Vide Affidavit Dated 
17 April 2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

It is for general information 
that I, Adwita Jindal D/o Deepak 
Kumar Jindal R/o House No-
239, Street No-4, New Deep 
Nagar, Ward 30 Civil Lines, 
Ludhiana, Punjab-141001, 
declare that name of my mother 
has been wrongly written as 
Priya Jindal in my 10th Class 
School Certificate cum 
Marksheet. The actual name of 
my mother is Archana Jindal, 
which may be amended 
accordingly. 

I, Ritoo Kashyap W/o 
Suresh R/o 517   Sector 16C 
Chandigarh, declare that I have 
changed  my name Ritoo 
Kashyap to Ritu Kashyap. 

I, Ashwani Kumar Father 
of Chirag R/o #3093, Sector 47-
D, Chandigarh have changed 
my son name from Chirag to 
Chirag Bansal vide Affidavit No 
- IN-CH54648434814903X 
Dated 13-02-2025 before 
Notary, Distt. Court Chandigarh. 

I Kamaljit Singh s/o Shri 
Baldev Singh R/o H. No 231-B 
New Mata Gujri Enclave Mundi 
Kharar SAS Nagar have 
changed the name of my minor 
daughter's name from Vindhya 
to Vindhya Dua. 

I Kamaljit Singh s/o Shri 
Baldev Singh R/o H. No 231-B 
New Mata Gujri Enclave Mundi 
Kharar SAS Nagar have 
changed the name of my minor 
daughter's name from Manjhri 
to Manjhri Dua. 

I, Pardeep Agarwal S/o 
Sushil Kumar R/o H. No. 87, Jai 
Balaji Pharma, Jain Gali, Ward 
No. 2, Inside Nagori Gate, 
Hisar, Haryana declare that I 
have changed my name from 
Pardeep Bansal to Pardeep 
Agarwal  for all future purpose. 

I, Reena Aggarwal  W/o 
Pardeep Agarwal R/o H. No. 87, 
Jai Balaji Pharma, Jain Gali, 
Ward No. 2, Inside Nagori Gate, 
Hisar, Haryana declare that I 
have changed my name from 
Reena Devi to Reena Aggarwal  
for all future purpose. 

I, Ankita D/o Ashok Kumar 
R/o Quarter No. 10, Old Police 
Line, Hisar, Haryana 125001 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Ankita to Ankita 
Singh for all future purpose. 

I, Sushma W/o Ajit Singh 
R/o House No. 1996, Sector 16-
17, Hisar, Haryana 125001 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Sushma Malik to 
Sushma for all future purpose. 

I, Kamla Devi, dependent 
of Krishan Kumar resident of No 
2, Kambar Street, ICF Colony, 
Periyar Nagar, Avadi, Chennai-
600055 have changed my 
Name from Kamla Devi to 
Kamla vide Affidavit DK465958 
dated 07.04.2025 before Notary 
Public Thiruvallur District 
Tamilnadu 

I, Mahesh Kumar, 
dependent of Ravinder Kumar 
resident of H No 56, Periyar 
Nagar, 7th Street, IAF Post, 
Muthapudpet, Avadi, Chennai-
600055 have changed my 
Name from Mahesh Kumar to 
Mahesh Kumar Sharma vide 
Affidavit DK465957 dated 
07.04.2025 before Notary 
Public Thiruvallur District 
Tamilnadu. 

I, Vijay Kumar Gupta, 
dependent of Gaurav Kumar 
Gupta resident of SMQ No. 
78/1 Air Force Station Avadi, 
Chennai-600055 have changed 
my Name from Vijay Kumar 
Gupta to Vijay Kumar vide 
Affidavit DK465959 dated 
07.04.2025 before Notary 
Public Thiruvallur District 
Tamilnadu 

I, Anita Rathee, spouse of 
Ran Singh resident of Village- 
Balawas Post- Dharan District- 
Rewari, Haryana-123412 have 
changed my Name from Anita 
Rathee to Anita vide Affidavit 
DK465955 dated 07.04.2025 
before Notary Public Thiruvallur 
District Tamilnadu. 

I, Naresh Kumar son of 
Ran Singh, resident of Village- 
Balawas Post- Dharan District-
Rewari Haryana-123412 have 
changed my Name from 
Naresh Kumar to Naresh vide 
Affidavit DK465956 dated 
07.04.2025 before Notary 
Public Thiruvallur District 
Tamilnadu. 

I, Shiv Datt C/o Gian 
Chand, House no. 27, Smile 
Enclave, opposite Varindavan 
Garden, Fatehgarh Churian 
Road, Amritsar-I, Amritsar, 
Punjab, India 143001 have 
changed my name from Shiv 
Datt to Shiv Mahajan.  

I, Deen Mohd S/o Iqbal 
Hussain R/o Village Telipura, 
PO Jaroda, Tehsil Jagadhri, 
Distt Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from Deen 
Mohd to Deen Ahmed. 

I,  Khyati Chugh w/o Mohit 
Nagpal Daughter of Prabhu 
Dayal Chugh  R/o 3233 Sector 
35 D Chandigarh have 
changed my name to Khyati 
Nagpal. 

I Riya Bajaj w/o Shubam 
Bajaj s/o Maneet Bajaj r/o 
h.no.711-L model town panipat 
declare change my name From 
Riya Kapoor to Riya Bajaj and 
in future my name is Riya Bajaj. 

I, Neelam wife of No. 
2986570A Hav Devki Nandan 
Singh (Retd) resident of Village 
& PO Hoshiarpur Kalota, Tehsil 
Mukerian, Distt Hoshiarpur (Pb) 
have changed my name from 
Neelam to Neelam Devi vide 
Affidavit/eStamp Certificate 
No.IN-PB-26995580285016X 
dated 17.04.2025.Concerned 
note. 

I, Sorja Kumari Mother of 
Hav. Sanjeev Kumar Army No. 
2496785K R/o Village Khanpur 
PO Hariana Distt. Hoshiarpur 
have changed my name to 
Saroj Kumari. Concerned Note 

I, Vidya devi W/O Biptu 
Ram R/O village Chandpur PO 
Bakhalag Tehsil Arki Distt Solan 
HP declare that i have changed 
my name from Vidya Devi to 
Bimla Devi. All Concern pls 
note. 

I, Munna Lal son of Sh. 
Ram Nain R/o House No 65, 
Near Gurudwara Hallomajra 
Chandigarh have changed my 
name from Munna Lal to 
Lalmuni. 

I, Daljeet Singh Jhun 
Service No. 0541001a Rank 
Major Residing At House No. 
2987/1, Sector 42-C, 
Chandigarh And Now Presently 
Resident At 108 Fifth Avenue, 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
N2c1p4 Have Changed My 
Son Name From Param Jyot To 
Paramjot Singh Jhun Vide 
Affidavit Dated 17.04.2025 At 
Notery Chandigarh. 

I, Sudha Wife of Brijendra 
Gupta R/o House No 713, 
Dashmesh Enclave, Ward No 
10, Zirakpur, District SAS 
Nagar Mohali Punjab have 
changed my name from Sudha 
to Sudha Bajaj. 

I, Sohan Singh S/o Naag 
Singh Rana R/o House No 666, 
Sector 33-B, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from Sohan 
Singh to Sohan Singh Rana. 

I, Shibbi W/o Sohan Singh 
Rana R/o House No 666, 
Sector 33-B, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from Shibbi 
to Shibbi Rana. 

I, Shibbi W/o Sohan Singh 
Rana R/o House No 666, 
Sector 33-B, Chandigarh have 
changed my minor son name 
from Gaurav Singh  to Gaurav 
Singh Rana. 

I, Monika Ahlawat D/o Jai 
Parkash R/o House No.736, 
Sector- 11, Panchkula 
(Haryana) have changed my 
name from Monika Kadian to 
Monika Ahlawat. 

I, Darashana Devi spouse 
of No 6911456A Rank Hav 
Kuldip Singh Malik House No 
3727, Urban Estate Jind HR. 
have changed name 
Darashana Devi to Darshana 
Devi and DOB from 19 April 
1962 to 22 November 1962 is 
correct. 

I, Kuldeep S/o Vinod 
Kumar, R/o Village Nahrana, 
Post office Makhosarani, Tehsil 
Nathusari Chopta, District Sirsa 
(Haryana) PIN-125110 
declares that I want to change 
my name from Kuldeep to 
Aditya in all my documents. 

I Poonam Devi W/o 
Naresh Kumar R/o #55, NAC 
Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra 
chandigarh have changed my 
name to Poonam Garg. 

I, Narender Pal Raghav 
S/o Sh. Dharam Singh Vill. 
Bahri Teshil Assandh District 
Karnal have changed my name 
Narender Pal Raghav to 
Narender Pal for all future 
purposes. 

I, Sunita W/o Sh. 
Narendra Pal Vill. Bahri Teshil 
Assandh District Karnal I have 
changed my name Sunita to 
Sunita Devi for all future 
purposes.  

I, Chander Kanta Jally w/o 
IC 11715 Late Major Narinder 
Nath Jally   R/o H.No. 1870, 
Sector 34-D, Chandigarh. 
declare that in my husband 
Army record my name is 
wrongly mention as Chandra 
Kanta Jally but correct name is 
Chander Kanta Jally and 
D.O.B. is 13-10-1940.  

I, Surjeet Singh Verma S/o 
Sh. Rajbir, R/o H. No. 3891, 
Near Shiv Mandir, Staundi PO 
Gharunda, Dist Karnal 
Haryana-132114, I have 
changed my Name from Surjit 
Singh to Surjeet Singh Verma 
for all future purposes. 

I, Nirmala Devi W/o Shri 
Satpal R/o Karsa Chor, Tehsil 
Assandh District Karnal 
Haryana, have changed my 
Name from Neelam Devi to 
Nirmala Devi for all future 
purposes. 

I, Satpal S/o Shri Harkesh 
R/o Karsa Chor, Tehsil Assandh 
District Karnal Haryana, have 
changed my Name from Satpal 
Singh to Satpal for all future 
purposes. 

I, Satya Devi wife of Sh. 
Ram Prakash, resident of 
village-Post Office Chhausha, 
Tehsil Kandaghat, District 
Solan, Himachal Pradesh 
declare that in the birth 
certificate of my son Saurav, 
Regional Hospital Solan 
Records, my name Manisha 
and my husband name Ram 
Parkash is wrongly entered. My 
correct name is Satya Devi and 
my husband name is Ram 
Prakash. This should be 
corrected. All concerned please 
may note. 

I,  Jitin Garg  (new name) 
son of Sh. Deepak Kumar Garg 
Resident of Deep Mansion, 
Above MRDK Auto Fuels, Opp. 
Gurukul School Kather Solan 
Tehsil-District Solan Himachal 
Pradesh declare that I have 
changed my name from Jatin 
Garg (Previous name) to Jitin 
Garg (new name). All 
Concenerd Please may note. 

I, Jitin Garg son of Sh. 
Deepak Kumar Garg Resident 
of Deep Mansion, Above MRDK 
Auto Fuels, Opp. Gurukul 
School Kather Solan Tehsil-
District Solan Himachal 
Pradesh declare that I have 
changed the name of my 
daughter from Itika (Previous 
name) to Itika Garg (new 
name). All concerned please 
may note. 

I Service No 18004853k 
Rank Hav Name Ranjeet Singh 
Of Unit 71 Engr Regt C/O 56 
Apo, R/O Vill-Banjnu, Po- 
Singadhar, Tehsil- Salooni, 
Distt- Chamba, State- H.P., Pin-
176320 Have Changed My 
Daughter Name From Mannt To 
Mannat Vide Affidavit Dated 17-
04-2025 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Neelam Devi Mother Of 
Service No 18014191a Rank 
Nk Name Akash Singh Of Unit 
71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O 
Vill- Khera, Po- Dolikhal, Tehsil- 
Kotdwara, Distt-Pauri Garhwal, 
State- Uttarakhand, Pin-246144 
Have Changed My Name From 
Neelam Devi To Nilam Rawat 
Affidavit. Dated 16-04-2025 
Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Tula Ram Father Of 
Service No 18004853k Rank 
Hav Name Ranjeet Singh Of 
Unit 71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, 
R/O Vill- Banjnu Po- Singadhar, 
Tehsil- Salooni, Distt-Chamba, 
State- H.P., Pin-176320 Have 
Changed My Name From Tula 
Ram To Tulla Ram Vide Affidavit 
Dated 17-04-2025 Before 
Ambala Cantt 

I, Mohini Devi Wife Of 
Service No 18004853k Rank 
Hav Name Ranjeet Singh Of 
Unit 71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, 
R/O Vill- Banjnu Po- Singadhar, 
Tehsil- Salooni, Distt- Chamba, 
State- H.P., Pin-176320 Have 
Changed My Name From 
Mohini Devi To Mohini Vide 
Affidavit Dated 17-04-2025 
Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Danpati Mother Of 
Service No 15349133L Rank 
L/Hav Name Rajesh Kumar Of 
Unit 71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, 
Vpo- Kirmach, Tehsil- 
Thanesar, Distt- Kurukshetra, 
State- Haryana, Pin-136119 
Have Changed My Name From 
Danpati To Dhanpati Vide 
Affidavit Dated 17-04-2025 
Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Kailashi Mother Of 
Service No 18005622a Rank 
Hav Name Veer Singh Of Unit 
71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O 
Vill Sher Pura, Po-Joitai,, Tehsil 
- Porsa, Distt Morena, State- 
Madhya Pradesh, Pin-476115 
Have Changed My Name From 
Kailashi To Kelasi Bai Vide 
Affidavit Dated 17-04-2025 
Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Ramjeet Singh Father 
Of Service No 18005622a Rank 
Hav Name Veer Singh Of Unit 
71 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O 
Vill Sher Pura, Po-Joitai,, Tehsil 
- Porsa, Distt Morena, State- 
Madhya Pradesh, Pin-476115 
Have Changed My Name From 
Ramjeet Singh To Ramjeet Vide 
Affidavit Dated 17-04-2025 
Before Ambala Cantt 

 I Rajpal (Old name, which 
is to be changed) S/o Lala Ram 
R/o village Biyana Khera Distt. 
Hisar do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declared as under That my 
old name is Rajpal and I want to 
change my name to Satyawan 
(New name). 

I Ravi Kumar S/o Ajmer 
R/o House No. 20 Sirsa Road, 
Hisar Teja Market Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I have 
changed my name from Ravi 
Kumar to Ravi for future 
purpose.  

I Rajesh Pareek S/o Ram 
Swaroop Sharma R/o H. No. 11 
Pareek Bhawan, Vivek Nagar 
Lahoria Chowk Hisar, Haryana 
declare that my Driving License 
No. HR-2019930162400 which 
is valid upto 25.01.2025 in 
which my name is mentioned 
Rajesh Kumar S/o Ram 
Sawroop. Now I have change 
my name from Rajesh Kumar 
S/o Ram Sawroop to Rajesh 
Pareek S/o Ram Swaroop 
Sharma as such in future for all 
the purposes.  

I, Service no. JC523807X 
Name: SUB Kulbhushan Unit 
40 RR Dogra C/o 56APO, 
Permanent Address VPO 
Parmanand Tehsil /Distt. 
Pathankot (Punjab) 143534, 
declare That my Daughter 
name is wrongly written as 
Ipsita Rehan instead of Ippshita 
Rehan in my army record, my 
Daughter correct name is 
Ippshita Rehan as per her 
Aadhaar card . 

I, Vandana Singh W/o 
Sunil Reddy Kunduru R/o 62, 
First Floor, D-Block,Ranjit 
Avenue, Sector- 4, Amritsar, 
Punjab have changed my name 
from Vandana Singh to Singh is 
my surname and Vandana is 
my Given name. 

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o 
Birkha Ram R/o Village Pandu 
Pindara Teh. & Distt. Jind-
126102 (Haryana) have declare 
that Rakesh Kumar & Harkesh 
Sameone person. my name 
changed from Rakesh Kumar 
To Rakesh Kumar Alias 
Harkesh. In future all purposes. 

I Aryan S/o Ravinder 
Kumar R/o House No111 Rama 
Complex, Babayal  Road, 
Ambala Cantt have changed 
my name from Aryan to Aryan 
Dhanwan. 

I, Ramayan Kumar 
Chaturvedi S/o late Sh.kesar 
Prasad Chaturvedi R/o 
H.no.971 , Hari Nagar Panipat I 
have changed my name from 
Ramayan Kumar Chaturvedi to 
Ramayan Chaturvedi for all 
future purposes. 

I, Hasan S/o Rafeek R/o 
Jasbir colony, ward no.2 
noorwala panipat I have 
changed my name from Hasan 
to Harshit for all future 
purposes. 

I Palka D/o Paramjit Singh 
R/o Village Athwal, p/o 
Naushera Majha Singh, Distt 
Gurdaspur Punjab-143518 
have changed my name as 
Palak Athwal. Concerned note. 

I, Kashish D/o Rakesh 
Kumar Resident of 42/9, Batala 
Road, Sudarshan Cement 
Store, Opposite Sita Ram 
Petrol Pump, Gurdaspur, Tehsil 
and District Gurdaspur Punjab, 
India declare that in my 10th 
class certificate bearing Roll No 
13127856, Registration No 
C120/25603/007 from CBSC 
New Dehil, my name is written 
as Kashish Mahajan and my 
father’s name Rakesh 
Mahajan, which is incorrect but 
my correct name is Kashish 
and my father’s correct name is 
Rakesh Kumar. All concerned 
noted 

I, Service No: 14816248L 
Ex- Sep- Sanjeev Kumar S/O 
Kamal Singh Resident Of Vpo- 
Kahnuwan Tehsil And Distt- 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, That I 
Declare Changed My Real 
Mother Name From Maya Devi 
To Daya Devi And Changed My 
Real Son Name From Lakshya 
Thakur To Lakshay Thakur In 
My Army Record. 

I, Krishna Devi W/o Ram 
Kumar R/o Near Circuit House, 
Shiv Colony, Thanesar, Distt. 
Kurukshetra have changed my 
name from Krishna Devi to 
Krishna. 

I, Sompal alias Som 
Vedalankar S/o Daya Chand  
R/o Maharishi Dayanand Sewa 
Sadan, Opp. New Bus Stand, 
Tehsil Thanesar, District 
Kurukshetra have changed my 
name to Sant Videh Yogi. 

I, Pushpa Tripathi W/o 
Sh. Ajay Tripathi, age 36 years, 
R/o Ward No. 03, Vijay Basti 
Gadhiya Tola, Tehsil 
Raghurajnagar, Police Station 
Civil Line, District Satna, 
Madhay Pradesh hereby state 
that my son Nikhil Tripathi's 
name is mentioned as Nikhil 
Tripathi in all his documents 
such as Mark Sheet, Birth 
Certificate, Samagra ID and 
Old Aadhaar Card, which is 
correct and true. On updating 
the Aadhaar Card, my son's 
name is shown as Shivmani, 
which is wrong. Hence, my 
son's name should be 
mentioned as Nikhil Tripathi in 
the Aadhaar Card instead of 
Shivmani. 

I,  Hariom Saini S/o Om 
Prakash Resident of Village 
Bar Tehsil Kalka Panchkula 
Haryana declare  that I have 
change my name Hariom Saini 
to Hari Om. Concerned please 
note.  

I, Rita W/o Arun Kumar 
Patel, H.No. 529 A, Sunny 
Enclave, Sector 124, Near NAV 
City, Kharar, SAS Nagar 
(Mohali), Punjab-140310. I 
have  changed my name to Rita 
Patel for all purpose. 

I, Pankaj Kumar Samota 
S/o Jai Singh R/o H. No. 32 
Sector 6P Hansi, Tehsil Hansi, 
Distt. Hisar, Haryana 125033 
declare that I am known by two 
names Pankaj Kumar and 
Pankaj Kumar Samota. The 
above both names Pankaj 
Kumar and Pankaj Kumar 
Samota are one and the same 
person.  

I, Mahesh Vashisht S/o 
Sh.Parveen Kumar R/o H. No. 
604/29, Street No. 1, Vikas 
Nagar, Kakroi Road, Sonipat, in 
my 10th and 12th class my 
name is wrongly written as 
Mahesh and my mother's name 
is Seema. But in my Adhar card 
& Birth certificate my name is 
written as Mahesh Vashisht and 
my mother's name is Seema 
Gautam. Which is correct. 

I, Gurjinder Kaur D/o 
Bikkar Singh W/o Manbir Singh 
# 1233, Sector 20B, Chandigarh 
have changed my name to 
Gurjinder Kaur Brar. 

I, Ramdhan S/O Ram 
Singh  R/O VPO. Chamarian, 
Distt.Rohtak declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Ramdhan Hooda to Ramdhan 
for all future purposes. 

I, hitherto known as 
Sangeeta Marwaha wife of 
Sukhwinder Singh Marwaha 
residing at H.No.B-300, Ranjit 
Avenue, District Amritsar-
143001 Punjab have changed 
my name and Shall hereafter be 
known as Sangeeta Arora. 

I, hitherto known as Surjit 
Kaur Wife of Satnam Singh 
residing at Shukar Chakk, 
Cheema, Khurd, Cheema 
Kalan, PO Cheema Kalan,  
District Tarn Taran-143414 
Punjab have changed my name 
and Shall hereafter be known as 
Gurjit Kaur. 

I, hitherto Known as Sital 
Singh son of Sukhdev Singh 
Residing at Shakoor, PO Shkur 
District Ferozepur-142052 
Punjab, India have changed my 
name and Shall hereafter be 
known as Sital Singh Brar. 

I, hitherto Known as Bholi 
wife of Nanak residing at Village 
Jajje, Jajja, District Amrtisar-
143109 Punjab have changed 
my name and Shall hereafter be 
known as Kawal 

I Dilshan Singh Alias 
Dilshan S/o Iqbal Singh R/o 
Abadi Preet Nagar Dayanand  
Nagar Fatehgarh Churian Road 
Amrtisar have changed my 
name to Dilshan Singh 

I, Shubdeep Singh S/o Bir 
Singh R/o Neshta PO Neshta 
District Amritsar have changed 
my name from Shubdeep Singh 
to Shubhdeep Singh 

I, Ekamnoor Singh S/o 
Bikramjit Singh R/o Village 
Makowal, Tehsil Ajnala District 
Amritsar have declare that 
Ekamnoor is my Given name 
and Singh is my Surname 

I, Rajbir Kaur Sekhon W/o 
Rudolf Christl Stieber R/o 
Village Kakkar PO Kakkar Tehsil 
Ajnala District Amritsar have 
changed my name from Rajbir 
Kaur Sekhon to Rajbir Kaur 

I, Kamaljot Kaur W/o 
Gurpal Singh R/o Vpo Marri 
Panwan Tehsil Batala District 
Gurdaspur have declare that 
Kamaljot is my Given name and 
Kaur is my Surname 

I, Darshan Kumar S/o 
Ganga Ram R/o H.No.4647, 
New Abadi, Jandiala Guru Disst 
Amritsar have changed my 
name from Darshan Kumar to 
Darshan Lal 

I, Amanatdeep Kaur Gill 
D/o Yadwinder Singh R/o Jhiri 
Nangal, Po Bhorchhi Rajputan, 
Tehsil Baba Bakala, Distt 
Amritsar have changed my 
name from Amanatdeep Kaur 
Gill to Amanatdeep Kaur 

I, Pushpa Kumari is legally 
wedded spouse of No. 
14643149H Hav Nakul Kumar 
Suman resident of Village 
Dhaneta, Tehsil Porsa, District 
Morena, Madhya Pradesh-
476115 now at of 870 FWC (615 
EME BN) C/o 56 APO, have 
changed my name Pushpa 
Kumari to Pushpa vide affidavit 
no. IN-PB26192447179014X 
dated 15-04-2025, before 
Notary Public, Amritsar 

In my son No. 4203709W 
L/NK Ramgopal Yadav, 21 
KUMAON services documents 
my name wrongly written as 
Shiva Kant Yadava, which 
needs to be corrected as 
Shivakant Yadav. I Shivakant 
Yadav resident of 11, NH29, 
Barhalganj, Nadeewa, Nadua, 
Gorakhpur, Tiha 
Mohammadpur, Uttar Pradesh-
273402 

In my services documents 
my name wrongly written as 
Ram Gopal Yadava, which 
needs to be corrected as 
Ramgopal Yadav. I No. 
4203709W L/NK Ramgopal 
Yadav, 21 Kumaon. 

I Seema Kumari (Existing 
Name) D/O No. 8034237f Ex 
Hav Sanjeet Kumar Son Of Om 
Prakash R/O Vpo Ritauli, 
District Rohtak (Haryana) 
Declare That I Have Changed 
My Name In My Father Army 
Records / Disch. Book From 
Seema Kumari (Existing Name) 
To Seema (New Name) As Per 
My Matric Certificate, Aadhaar / 
Pan Card. In Future I Shall May 
Be Known/Written/Called As 
Seema For All Work Purposes, 
Vide Affidavit Dated 16 April 
2025 Before Ist Class 
Magistrate (Rohtak) 

I Ramita  W/O Sh. Vinay 
Sareen  H. No. 449 Sector 2 
Panchkula Haryana. Have 
Changed My Name From 
Ramita To Ramita Sareen. 

I, Dinesh Kumar, S/o 
Ajmer Singh R/o Akash Nagar, 
District Kurukshetra, have 
changed the name of my minor 
son from Guruyash to 
Guruyash Insan. 

I, Naresh Kumar Pal S/o 
Bhagat Ram R/o #460, 
Chanarthal Road, Gobind 
Dham Colony, Tehsil Thanesar, 
District Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from Naresh 
Kumar Pal to Naresh Kumar. 

I, Amit S/o Satish Kumar 
R/o House No. 284 Ward No. 
10 Village Bhiwani Rohilla Teh. 
and Distt. Hisar, Haryana 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Amit to Amit Kumar 
for future purpose.  

I, Gagandeep Singh Walia 
S/o Harinder Singh R/o H.No. 
N.N 10, Gopal Nagar, 
Jalandhar, Punjab-144001 
have changed my name from 
Gagandeep Singh Walia to 
Gagandeep Singh for all future 
purposes. All concerned please 
note. 

I, Baljinder Singh S/O 
Jhiman Singh R/O Near Power 
Zone Fitness Gym, Enclave 
Colony, Nakodar  Distt 
Jalandhar Have Changed My 
Name From Baljinder Singh Gill 
To Baljinder Singh. All 
concerned please note.  

I, Kamaljit Singh S/o 
Jaspal Singh R/o House No. 
200, Street No. 4, Bajwa 
Colony, Patiala (Punjab) have 
changed my name from 
Kamaljit Singh Dhanjal to 
Kamaljit Singh. 

I, Kuljeet Singh S/o 
Jaspal Singh R/o House No. 
200, Street No. 4, Bajwa 
Colony, Patiala (Punjab) have 
changed my name from Kuljeet 
Singh Dhanjal to Kuljeet Singh. 

I, Thilagam Pandi is 
legally Mother of Service No. 
16127182A Rank: NK Name: 
Anbalagan P Unit: 1 AER C/o 
56 ΑΡΟ, Residing at Village 
North Madurai, Post 
Thallakullam, Taluk Madurai 
North, Distt. Madurai (State) 
Tamil Nadu, Pin- 625002, have 
changed my name from P 
Thilagam to Thilagam Pandi. 

I, Pandi Rasudevar is 
legally Father of Service No. 
16127182A Rank: NK Name: 
Anbalagan P Unit: 1 AER C/o 
56 ΑΡΟ, Residing at Village 
North Madurai, Post 
Thallakullam, Taluk Madurai 
North, Distt. Madurai (State) 
Tamil Nadu, Pin- 625002, have 
changed my name from R 
Pandi to Pandi Rasudevar. 

I, Beena Rani W/o Sh. 
Subhash Chander R/o H.No. 
1293, Gali Neki Ram Gujar 
Wali, Rania Gate, Distt. Sirsa 
(Haryana). That I have 
changed my name from Beena 
Rani to Veena Rani, in future 
my name is to be called as 
Veena Rani. 

I hitherto known as Naresh 
Kumar W/o Sudhir Kumar, R/o 
H.No. 103-A, Model Town, 
Karnal, Tehsil Karnal, Distt. 
Karnal-132001, Haryana, 
INDIA have changed my name 
and shall hereafter be known 
as Naresh Kumari. 

I Singh Gurjeet s/o Balkar 
Singh r/o vpo Ugala Tehsil 
Barara (Ambala) Haryana India 
have changed the name of my 
minor son Gurman Singh to 
Singh Gurman. 

I am Suman wife of 
Pawnesh Kumar chhabra 
residence Kotkapura district 
Faridkot have a change my 
name to Suman Chhabra 

I Manpreet Kaur w/o 
Singh Gurjeet r/o vpo Ugala 
Tehsil Barara (Ambala) 
Haryana India have changed 
my name from Manpreet Kaur 
to Kaur Manpreet. 

I Pooja D/o Oakil Prasad 
R/o Village Kumbra, Sec- 68, 
Mohali, Distt.S.A.S. Nagar, 
Punjab, in my father name 
written as Oakil Prasad. My 
Father's correct name is Okeel 
Prasad. Oakil Prasad & Okeel 
Prasad is one and the same 
person i.e. my father 

I Pooja D/o Oakil Prasad 
R/o Village Kumbra, Sec- 68, 
Mohali, Distt.S.A.S. Nagar, 
Punjab, in my mother name 
written as Ghunia Devi. My 
Mother's correct name is 
Ghunia Devi. Ghunia Devi & 
Kamla Wati   is one and the 
same person i.e. my Mother 

I, Gyan Singh Chawla S/o 
Late Gopal Singh Chawla R/o 
House No. 956 Sector-4 
Panchkula declare that Gyan 
Singh, Gyan Singh Chawla, 
and G.S. Chawla all names is 
one and the same person. 

I, Rajindran S/o Sh. 
Kandhan R/o House No-103, 
Ground Floor, Hira Enclave, 
Ram Bagh Road, Kharar, 
District S.A.S Nagar, have 
changed my name from K 
Rajendran to Rajindran 

I Sharanjit Kaur Wife of 
Kanwarjit Singh Village 
Akbarpura Tehsil Patti District 
Tarn Taran Have Changed my 
name Sharanjit Kaur to 
Surname as Kaur and my  
Givenname  is Sharanjit pl 
note it. 

I, Pramjeet W/O Naresh 
Kumar R/O near swrag dwar 
Mandir Siwan District Kaithal 
Haryana have changed my 
name from Paramjeet to 
Pramjeet 

I, Gurdip Singh Minhash 
S/o Didar Singh R/o H.No. B-
17/209/3, Sutehri Road, 
Premgarh, Hoshiarpur, Punjab, 
146001 have changed my name 
to Gurdip Singh. 

I, Bhajan Ram Alias Bhajan 
Singh S/o Daulati Ram R/o 
VPO. Lakhpur, Teh.Phagwara, 
Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab have 
changed my name from Bhajan 
Ram Alias Bhajan Singh to 
Bhahan Singh. 

I, Neelam W/o Parshotam 
Lal R/o Boota Mandi, Jalandhar, 
Punjab have changed my name 
from Neelam to Neelam Paul. 

I, Pankaj S/o Tilak Raj R/o 
H.No. 1457, New Suraj Ganj, 
Jalandhar-144003, Punjab have 
changed my name from Pankaj 
to Pankaj Raj. 

I, hitherto known as 
Jaspreet Kaur D/o Hamid Khan 
R/o House No. 42, Gandhi 
Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab-
144009 have changed my name 
and shall hereafter be known as 
Amreen Bano. 

I Bablu Alias Onkardeep 
Singh S/o Ranjit Singh R/o Vill. 
Khanpur, Po. Hariana,  Distt. 
Hoshiarpur I have changed my 
name Bablu Alias Onkardeep 
Singh to Bablu. All Concern 
Please Note it. 

I, Rajbir Kaur Sandhu W/o 
Gurmeet Singh Kachala R/o Vill. 
Kot Gobindpur, Po. Dhapai, 
Kapurthala have changed my 
name from Rajbir kaur Sandhu 
to Rajbir Kaur. 

I Sanjeev Kumar Dhingra 
S/O Shadi Ram R/O Talwandi 
Bhai Distt. Ferozepur Have 
Changed My Name To Sanjeev 
Kumar. 

I Akashdeep Singh S/O 
Major Singh Karnaul R/O 
Village Said Jalalpur Distt. Moga 
Have Changed My Name To 
Akashdeep Singh Karnaul. 

I Sarabjeet Kaur W/O 
Jagjeet Singh R/O H.No.-383/4, 
Street No.-7, Jujhar Nagar 
Moga, Distt. Moga Have 
Changed My Name To Sarbjeet 
Kaur. 

I Sucha Singh S/O 
Dhanna Singh R/O Ward No.10, 
Garhshankar District Hoshiarpur 
Have Changed My Minor 
Daughter’s Name From Sonia 
To Sonia Kaur. 

I Gursharan Singh S/O 
Jaswant Singh Bhogal R/O 
Ward No.8 Sham Churasi Distt. 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 
Changed My Name From 
Gursharan Singh Bhogal To 
Gursharan Singh. 

I Kuljit Singh S/O Gurdev 
Singh R/O Village Rehsiwal P.O. 
Mandialan District Hoshiarpur 
Declared That My Given Name 
As Kuljit And Surname As 
Singh. 

I, Simranjit Kaur D/O 
No.3396295x Ex Hav Malkit 
Singh R/O Ward No.8, Bedi 
Colony, Po- Dhariwal, 
Tehsil/District- Gurdaspur, 
Punjab-143519. Declare That 
My Name Simranjit Kaur & Date 
Of Birth 10 Jan 2001 Is Wrong. 
But My Name Simranpreet Kaur 
& Date Of Birth 03-Oct-2001 Is 
Correct. Vide Affidavit No.In-
Pb12859358251617x Dated 
04-03-2025, Before Executive 
Magistrate Dhariwal (Gsp). 

I, Sehajpreet Singh S/O 
Rawel Singh R/O Village- Dalla 
Kalan, Po- Qadian, Tehsil- 
Batala, District- Gurdaspur, 
Punjab, India. Declare That My 
Father Army Service 
No.Jc283132n Rank Sub, 
Rawel Singh Army Record My 
Name Sahijpreet Singh Is 
Wrong. But My Name 
Sehajpreet Singh Is Correct. 
Vide Affidavit No.In-
Pb24802391911112x Dated 
12-04-2025 Before Executive 
Magistrate Qadian. 

I, Mohinder Singh S/O 
Harbans Singh R/O Vpo- Hayat 
Nagar, Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, 
Punjab, India. Delcare That My 
Father Name Banta Singh Is 
Wrong. But  My Father Name 
Harbans Singh Is Correct. 

I, Palwinder Kaur  W/O 
Nirvair Singh Resident Of  Vill 
Naharpur Po Pakiwan Tehsil  
Kalanaur Distt.Gurdaspur State 
Punjab Pin Code 143604. That,I 
Want To Change My Name 
Palwinderjit Bajwa To Palwinder 
Kaur. Both Names Are Of One 
And Same Person Ie Mine. 

I, Gagandeep Singh S/O 
Daljeet Singh Residence Of 
Near B.P.E Office, New Katra 
Kalanaur Tehsil Kalanaur Distt- 
Gurdaspur State Punjab India 
Pin Code 143512. Have 
Changed My Name From 
Gagandeep Singh To Singh 
Gagandeep Surname As Singh 
And Given Name As Gagandep. 

I, Lakshmikanta Maity 
father of No. 15801278F Rank 
Gunner Name Suman Maity 
presently residing at Vill – 
Simulia, Distt – Purba 
Medinipur, State – West Bengal, 
have changed my name from 
Lakshmikanta Maity to 
Lakshman Maity vide Affidavit 
No IN-PB26971702218943X 
Dated 17-04-2025 before 
Notary Public Pathankot 
(Punjab). 
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The fault lines between Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh have deepened once

again — this time over a 110-megawatt
British-era hydel power project nestled in
the hills of Jogindernagar in Mandi. The
simmering legal dispute over the ownership
of the Shanan Hydel Project has exploded
into a full-blown political showdown, fol-
lowing sharp remarks by Himachal Deputy
Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri and an
equally defiant rebuttal from Punjab’s
Cabinet Minister Aman Arora.

As Agnihotri, from the stage of Himachal
Day celebrations in Mandi on Wednesday,
asserted that the Shanan Project “stands
entirely on Himachal land” and declared that
the state “will not yield an inch”, Arora on
Thursday shot back with a fierce counter-
claim: “Shanan is Punjab’s rightful proper-
ty, and we will fight this battle legally and
administratively till the very end.”

The expiry of the 99-year lease agreement
in March 2024 has reignited an ownership
battle laced with legal complexity, political
rhetoric, and historical baggage.

This is no ordinary infrastructure dispute
— the Shanan Project, with its colonial-era
roots and symbolic value, has become the
epicentre of an escalating inter-state war of
words. While Himachal claims territorial
and moral authority over the project,
Punjab insists it has legal and historical rights
that cannot be dismissed. The matter is now
before the Supreme Court, where both states
are digging in for a prolonged legal con-
frontation with Haryana also joining the fray.

Built on the Uhl river in Mandi, the
Shanan Project was commissioned in 1925
after an agreement between the then ruler
of Mandi, Raja Joginder Bahadur, and
Colonel BC Batty, a British representative
and Chief Engineer of colonial Punjab. The
land was leased for 99 years to Punjab for
constructing and operating the project. At
the time, Himachal Pradesh did not exist as
a state — it was a collection of princely hill
states.

Over the decades, the project played a vital
role in powering pre-partition Punjab
including Lahore, parts of Delhi, and later
post-Independence East Punjab. Originally
commissioned as a 48 MW plant, it was
upgraded to 110 MW by Punjab engineers
using state resources to meet growing elec-
tricity demands. Managed by the Punjab
State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL),
the project also provides Himachal with 500
kW of free electricity annually, in return for
drawing water from within Himachal’s ter-
ritory.

But with the lease expired in March 2024,
both states have moved swiftly to stake their
claims — Punjab through a petition seek-
ing permanent injunction in the Supreme
Court, and Himachal through a strong polit-
ical push and counter-petition. Also, the
political leaders on both sides are using the
issue to whip up regional sentiments.
Himachal Pradesh has formed a high-level
committee to assert its claim, while Punjab
has pledged to fight the battle “to the last
breath”.
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Punjab’s principal argument is rooted in
the post-Independence administrative
realignments. Following the Punjab
Reorganisation Act of 1966, Himachal was
still a Union Territory, and the Central
Government allocated control of the Shanan
Project to Punjab through a notification
issued by the Ministry of Irrigation and
Power on May 1, 1967.

This allocation, Punjab contends, was a
legal continuation of the pre-existing arrange-
ment and not a mere temporary lease. In its
petition filed on September 20, 2023, Punjab
urged the Supreme Court to issue a perma-
nent injunction against Himachal Pradesh’s
attempts to take control of the project, assert-
ing that it was the rightful administrator
under both the 1967 notification and the
decades of uninterrupted operation.

Speaking on the political front, Punjab
Minister Aman Arora, also ruling Aam
Aadmi Party’s state president, said: “Shanan
is not merely a hydel project. It is an asset
built with Punjab’s money, resources, and
expertise. Himachal’s claim is rooted in sen-
timent, ours in law.”

���	��	����������
��������

��������������������

On the other side of the divide, Himachal
Pradesh Government has framed the issue
as one of territorial sovereignty and histor-
ical redress. Deputy Chief Minister Agnihotri
minced no words when he declared, “This
is not about the Punjab Reorganisation Act.
Mandi and Jogindernagar were never part
of Punjab. The land belongs to Himachal.
The lease has expired. Now the project
returns to its rightful owner.”

He further suggested that Punjab, if it truly
considered Himachal a “younger brother”,
should willingly hand over the project. “This
is about our pride, dignity, and legal rights,”
said Agnihotri, during the Himachal Day
event.

Himachal’s counter-petition in the Apex
Court challenges the maintainability of
Punjab’s suit under Article 131 of the

Constitution, claiming that the matter per-
tains to a pre-Constitution agreement and
does not fall within the Supreme Court’s
exclusive jurisdiction. Moreover, Himachal
has alleged that Punjab neglected the pro-
ject's upkeep, further strengthening its claim
to take over control.
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With emotions running high and politi-
cal rhetoric intensifying, the matter has now
landed squarely before the Supreme Court.
In a bid to prevent immediate escalation, the
Union Power Ministry had issued an inter-
im order on March 1, 2024 — a day before
the lease expired — directing both states to
maintain status quo and continue operating
the project without altering its ownership or
administration.

The Central Government has since main-
tained a neutral stand, encouraging both
states to resolve the matter through appro-
priate legal channels. However, behind the
scenes, the Centre is reportedly concerned
about the precedent this case could set for
similar disputes involving infrastructure
assets built during colonial or pre-statehood
periods.
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Adding another layer of complexity,

Haryana has also moved the Supreme
Court with an intervention application filed
in December 2024. Claiming a stake in the
Shanan Project, Haryana argued that since
the Uhl river is a tributary of the Beas, which
feeds into the Bhakra Dam — a project joint-
ly managed by Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan,
and Himachal — it, too, should be consid-
ered a stakeholder. Haryana's contention
leans on its historical association as part of
undivided Punjab and its legitimate share in
the Bhakra Beas Management Board
(BBMB). The court is yet to decide on the
maintainability of Haryana’s petition, but its
entry has broadened the scope of the dispute
beyond a simple bilateral matter.
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For Himachal, the Shanan Project is more

than just turbines and transformers. It has
come to symbolize a long-standing sense of
neglect and marginalization in national
resource allocation. Himachal generates
more than 25 percent of India’s hydropow-
er but consumes less than a tenth of it, often
watching its rivers light up cities elsewhere.

For Punjab, however, the project is a lega-
cy of its engineering prowess, institutional
continuity, and a vital part of its power infra-
structure. Officials argued that any disrup-
tion to its control over Shanan could endan-
ger grid stability and open floodgates for
other states challenging post-reorganization
resource allocations.

The Congress Government in Himachal
has made the project a rallying point to assert
autonomy and control over the state’s nat-
ural resources. Agnihotri’s remarks were
clearly aimed at galvanizing public sentiment
around the slogan of “Himachal for
Himachalis”.

On the other hand, the AAP Government
in Punjab has framed the issue as one of
administrative justice and legal entitlement.
Minister Arora accused Himachal of politi-
cizing a legal matter and dismissed any
notion of Punjab “surrendering” the project.

The charged atmosphere has made it dif-
ficult for either side to climb down without
losing political capital. With Himachal
forming a high-level committee to expedite
the takeover and Punjab refusing to concede
an inch, the dispute over Shanan has tran-
sitioned from a quiet lease expiration to a
thunderous confrontation between two
neighbours.
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To resolve bill-related grievances,
Haryana Energy Minister Anil Vij on

Thursday directed the concerned officers
to hold ‘Bijli Adalats’ at the circle level
every Tuesday. Each Superintending
Engineer must ensure that all billing
complaints are addressed and resolved, he
added.

Vij further instructed that in large-scale
theft cases involving huge revenue, charge
sheets be filed in court. Training should
be provided to field staff on proper theft-
reporting procedures including preparing
LL-1, collecting evidence, registering FIRs,
etc. A training video should be created and
shared to the field staff, he added.

Chairing the review meeting with
Energy Department officers in
Chandigarh, Vij has issued various direc-
tives to concerned officers or officials
aimed at ensuring uninterrupted and
full-voltage electricity is available to citi-
zens 24X7.

Stating that 39,477 wrong bills were gen-
erated by UHBVN and 18,240 by DHBVN,
Vij said: “These will be corrected within
the next month. Additionally, an online
portal will be developed to track the sta-
tus of pending electricity theft cases and
facilitate their payments, including options
like SMS-based payment. An awareness
campaign will also be launched soon in
rural areas to encourage timely payment
of electricity bills.”

Vij said that the total defaulting amount
is Rs 538.13 crores for UHBVN and Rs
1500 crores for DHBVN. Targets have been
set for their recovery under which Rs 100
crore in April, Rs 200 crore in May, Rs 238
crore in June 2025 by the UHBVN and Rs
300 crore in April, Rs 600 crore in May, Rs
600 crore in June 2025 by the DHBVN.

During the review meeting, Vij also gave
directives related to reducing power com-
pany losses, preventing electricity theft,
replacing faulty transformers, ensuring
consumer facilities, recovering pending
dues, tracking defaulter connections, link-
ing consumer Aadhaar numbers with
electricity connections, correcting wrong
bills, organizing Bijli Adalats, improving
infrastructure, monitoring call centers
and spreading awareness through various
mediums.

The Minister also instructed officers or
officials to coordinate with relevant gov-
ernment departments and submit files at
the HQ level for the swift recovery of
defaulting amount from government con-
nections.

He also directed
that in the case of
old PDCO (per-
manent disconnec-
tion order) legacy
defaulters, notices
should be issued in
the first phase to
those who owe
over Rs 80,000 in
UHBVN and over

Rs one lakh in DHBVN under the Land
Recovery Act. In old PDCO cases (lega-
cy defaulters), it has been reported by the
field officers that the actual pending
amount is far less than the amount reflect-
ed in the statement due to duplicate bills
in R-APDRP system. It has been directed
that duplicate or inflated bills be identified
and corrected on priority.

The Minister directed that defaulter con-
sumers who have taken new connections
in other sub-divisions while staying at the
same premises be traced. He also empha-
sized that there should be no defaulters in
the industrial, NDS, and DS (urban) cat-
egories and that Aadhaar linking for all
domestic consumers must be ensured.
Regular field checks should be carried out
for PDCO consumers to prevent unautho-
rized use or theft of electricity.

At the same time, he also directed that
checking parties’ staff be equipped with
body cameras. Monthly theft reports
should be classified as consumer and non-
consumer categories within a month. For
theft cases without video evidence, courts
should be approached based on available
documents. For early hearings, applications
should be filed in courts. A panel of com-
petent advocates will also be prepared for
better monitoring of recovery-related
cases.

Vij emphasized that transformers in
urban areas should be replaced within one
hour and within two hours in rural areas.
Each sub-division must have transform-
ers of varying capacities available.
Transportation vehicles must also be
made available in field offices for this pur-
pose. Faulty feeders and conductors should
be identified and replaced where breakages
are frequent. Call centers should be mon-
itored randomly to ensure swift resolution
of outage complaints. Additionally, office
premises should offer basic facilities to
consumers such as drinking water, seating
and shelters, he added.
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Haryana Government has carried out a statewide registration
drive to bring gig and platform workers, and other unorga-

nized sector employees under the ambit of e-Shram portal.
“Developed by the Union Ministry of Labour and Employment,

the portal is a national database for unorganized workers, which
provides a formal identity and access to social security schemes,”
said a Government official spokesperson on Thursday, adding that
the drive was undertaken by the Labour Department from April
7 to April 17. Spokesperson said that Haryana has emerged as a
frontrunner in its implementation, with over 54 lakh workers reg-
istered on the portal to date. Haryana Labour Department under-
took extensive outreach activities during the 10-day campaign.
Camps were organized across all districts with on-the-spot
Aadhaar authentication and registration assistance.

The initiative saw active participation and crowd gatherings at
various locations, supported by awareness measures such as print
media campaign, pamphlet distribution, public announcements,
door-to-door mobilization, social media campaign and coordina-
tion with local bodies and labour welfare officers. Platform-based
organizations including Blinkit, Swiggy, Zomato, Flipkart, Amazon,
and Urban Company, were approached and sensitized to ensure
their gig workforce was informed and included in the drive.

Spokesperson said that once registered, workers become eli-
gible for a wide range of benefits including Rs two lakh acciden-
tal insurance under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Rs
two lakh life insurance under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana, and up to Rs two lakh family health cover under Ayushman
Bharat, depending on eligibility. In addition, they can access pen-
sion benefits of Rs 3,000 per month under Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maan-dhan Yojana on reaching the age of 60.
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The Himachal Pradesh Congress on
Wednesday strongly condemned the

naming of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi in the chargesheet related to the
National Herald case, terming it a delib-
erate attempt by the BJP-led Centre to
divert attention from burning national
issues like inflation, unemployment, and
social unrest.

Leading a protest outside the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) office,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
accused the Centre of using investigative
agencies to muzzle dissent. “Rahul Gandhi
speaks fearlessly for the poor and against
the Modi government. This chargesheet is
a political tool to silence him,” Sukhu said
amidst slogans against the ED and the
Union government.

Sukhu also questioned the credibility of
the ED’s actions, asserting that “nothing
concrete” had emerged against the Gandhis
and that the truth would prevail in court.
“The Gandhi family has always led a trans-
parent life. The entire Congress party

stands firmly with them,” he said.
State Congress president Pratibha Singh

echoed the sentiment, calling the Centre’s
actions “dictatorial.” She said: “Every time
Rahul Gandhi raises real issues — be it
Manipur, inflation, or unemployment —
the government responds by misusing cen-
tral agencies.”

AICC spokesperson Kuldeep Rathore
compared the case to past “baseless” alle-
gations like Bofors and the telecom scam,
predicting it would collapse in court. “Why
no probe into real scams like Rafale or elec-
toral bonds under BJP rule?” he ques-
tioned.

Cabinet Ministers Anirudh Singh and
Vikramaditya Singh also participated in the
protest, asserting that Congress workers are
ready to fight this battle on the streets and
in court. “We will not allow the Gandhis
to be defamed for speaking the truth,” they
said.

�	��	
	���
����	���
������������	��������	����
Chandigarh: Haryana Congress, led by

former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and state party president Udai

Bhan, on Thursday staged a strong
protest in Chandigarh against the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
chargesheet naming Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi in the National Herald
case.

Calling it a “political vendetta”,
Congress leaders accused the BJP-led
Central Government of misusing inves-
tigative agencies for targeting opposition
leaders. Hundreds of party workers gath-
ered at the Congress headquarters in
Sector 9 and marched towards the ED
office, raising slogans against the Centre.

Chandigarh Police intervened, stopping
the protesters with barricades and detain-
ing several leaders and workers en route.
They were later released after holding a
symbolic protest at the police station.

“This is not just an attack on the
Congress, but on democracy itself.
Turning a decade-old trust issue into a
money laundering case exposes the gov-
ernment’s intent. Independent institutions
must remain impartial,” said Hooda.

The protest was part of a nationwide
Congress agitation against what it termed
“malicious targeting” of its top leadership.
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Thursday announced senior advocate

and former president of the Ludhiana Bar
Association Parupkar Singh Ghumman as
its official candidate for the crucial
Ludhiana West Assembly by-election.
With the Election Commission yet to
announce the polling date, Congress has
fielded former Minister Bharat Bhushan
Ashu and AAP has nominated sitting
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjeev Arora. The BJP
is yet to declare its candidate.

The announcement was made following
deliberations led by SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal, who held detailed discussions
with senior party leaders, current and for-
mer municipal councillors, and the
Ludhiana district leadership. The party stat-

ed that Ghumman’s longstanding service to
the legal fraternity and his commitment to
public causes made him the natural choice
for the ticket.

Ghumman, a prominent legal expert and
party loyalist, has also previously served as
Punjab’s Additional Advocate General and
vice-chairman of the Punjab and Haryana
Bar Council.

SAD’s senior leader Maheshinder Singh
Grewal confirmed the candidature, high-
lighting Ghumman’s consistent advocacy for
citizens’ rights. “Ghumman has always
stood for justice. Now, he will take that fight
to the people directly,” said Grewal, adding
that the party would soon launch an inten-
sive election campaign, including rallies and
door-to-door outreach.

In response to his nomination, Ghumman
said that he would contest the election on a
development agenda. “Ludhiana West has

suffered neglect. The Aam Aadmi Party has
failed to deliver in its three-year tenure. We
will take the real issues — law and order, busi-
ness stagnation, and lack of infrastructure—
to the people,” he asserted.

Ghumman also termed the by-election a
“litmus test” for the 2027 Assembly polls.
“The outcome will reflect the public mood
and signal the direction Punjab is heading
towards. The people are frustrated with the
deteriorating law and order, and the exodus
of local businesses due to the anti-industry
environment fostered by the AAP govern-
ment,” he said.

To bolster its campaign, the SAD has also
constituted a five-member publicity commit-
tee comprising Maheshinder Singh Grewal,
Hira Singh Gabria, Harish Rai Dhanda, and
Pritpal Singh Pali. Senior leader Daljit Singh
Cheema will serve as the election campaign
coordinator.
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Asudden and powerful storm lashed several parts of
Himachal Pradesh late Wednesday night, uprooting over

a dozen deodar, pine, and other trees in Shimla district alone.
According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), wind
speeds reached up to 80 kmph, resulting in widespread dam-
age to vehicles, property, and horticultural crops.

In Shimla city, trees came crashing down in densely popu-
lated areas like Chhota Shimla, Sanjauli, Kaithu, Panthaghati,
Kanlog, and Comely Bank. At least half a dozen vehicles were
badly damaged in areas like Majitha House, Vikasnagar, and
Panthaghati as heavy trunks and branches fell on parked cars.
Traffic movement on the Kuftadhar road was blocked for hours
due to fallen trees. Mayor Surinder Chauhan confirmed that
nearly half of Shimla experienced power outages from 10 pm
Wednesday until 9 am Thursday. “The IMD had issued a prior
warning, and our teams were prepared. While there was no rain
during the storm, the wind did significant damage. Teams from
horticulture, electricity, and municipal departments were on the
ground overnight to restore essential services,” Chauhan said.
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p 110 MW  Shanan Hydel Project is

located in Jogindernagar, Mandi

district of Himachal

p Built by British Punjab engineers

under a 99-year lease signed in

1925

p Lease agreement between the

Raja of Mandi and the British

expired on March 2, 2024

p Punjab operated and maintained

the project since its

commissioning in 1932

p Project once supplied power to

Lahore and Delhi

p After 1966 reorganization, Centre

allocated project to Punjab

through a 1967 notification

p Union Power Ministry ordered

status quo on March 1 to avoid

disruption

p Haryana also staked a claim,

citing its BBMB linkage and

historical connection

p Dispute become a major political

flashpoint between the

neighbouring states

p Matter is now under legal

scrutiny by the Supreme Court

Claims & Counterclaims
Punjab's Claim Himachal's Claim

p Project was legally
allotted post-1966
reorganization

p Has legal rights based
on Reorganisation Act
and Centre's past orders

p Punjab filed a suit in SC
seeking permanent
injunction against
Himachal

p State will fight for its
rightful claim in court,"
says Minister Aman
Arora

p Built on its land; must
return after 99-year
lease expiry 

p Himachal claims full
ownership as the project
is on its land and lease
has ended

p Himachal filed a counter-
petition arguing the
project never legally
belonged to Punjab

p Himachal's Deputy CM
Agnihotri declared it will
not give up an inch of
land
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I Lakhvir Singh S/o Hardev 
Singh R/o Ward No. 07, Peori 
Wala Fatak, Giddarbaha-152101 
Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib have 
changed my name to Lakhveer 
Singh. 

I Sartaj Singh S/O 
Balwinder Singh Village Ludhiani 
PO Chhangla Tehsil Dasuya 
Distt Hoshiarpur Have Changed 
My Name From Sartaj Singh To 
Singh Sartaj. 

I Param Jit Kaur D/o 
Nazam Singh R/O House 
Number 15/196 ,Gali No 02, 
Bansal Colony Sirsa Tehsil Sirsa 
District Sirsa Haryana Have 
Changed My Name To Paramjit 
Kaur. 

I Jagminderpal S/o 
Sukhdev Singh R/O House 
Number 15/196 ,Gali No 02, 
Bansal Colony Sirsa Tehsil Sirsa 
District Sirsa Haryana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Jagminder Singh.  

I, Harmaneet Kaur W/o 
Sartajdeep Singh Josan R/o 
H.No. 52 Shri Guru Ram Dass 
Enclave Saido Bhulana Distt. 
Kapurthala Pb, have changed 
my name to Harmaneet Kaur 
Josan after my marriage. 

I  Jaspal Singh S/O Baldev 
Singh Village  Talwandi Tehsil 
Tapa, District Barnala Have 
Changed My Name Jaspal 
Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, Amarjit Singh Sidhu W/o 
Prem Singh R/o Vill: Chaminda 
(Ludhiana) have changed my 
name to Amarjit Singh. 

I, Rajwant Kaur Sidhu W/o 
Amarjit Singh R/o Vill: Chaminda 
(Ludhiana) have changed my 
name to Rajwant Singh. 

I, Dharampal S/o Karam 
Singh R/o Halwara (Ludhiana) 
have changed my name to 
Dharampal Singh. 

I Hitherto Known As 
Jasvinder Kaur W/O Sh. Preet 
Singh Residing At Vill Gahlarian, 
P.O. Mukerian, Tehsil Mukerian, 
Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 
Changed My Name And Shall 
Hereafter Be Known As 
Jasbinder Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As 
Ravinder Singh S/O Sh. Sarvjit 
Singh Residing At Village 
Pandori, Po Lamin Tehsil 
Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 
Punjab 144205 Have Changed 
Name Of My Minor Daughter 
Devanshi Aged About 06 Years 
And Shall Hereafter Be Known 
As Devanshi Bihal. 

I Hitherto Known As Devika 
W/O Sh. Rajvir Singh  Residing 
At Village Pandori, Po Lamin 
Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab 144205 
Have Changed Name Of My 
Minor Daughter Aditi Aged About 
06 Years And Shall Hereafter Be 
Known As Aditi Thakur. 

I, hitherto known as Parveen 
Kumari W/o Ravinder Kumar R/o 
Vpo. Lasara Teh-Phillaur Distt. 
Jalandhar Pb-144410 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as Kumari 
Parveen. 

I, hitherto known as 
Ravinder Kumar S/o Raj Kumar 
R/o Vpo. Lasara Teh-Phillaur 
Distt. Jalandhar Pb-144410 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as Kumar 
Ravinder. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur W/o 
Mandeep Singh Panag R/o Vill: 
Salana Dulla Singh Wala Teh- 
Amloh Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib 
have changed my name to 
Sarbjit Kaur Panag. 

I, Mandeep Singh S/o 
Dharamjit Singh R/o Vill: Salana 
Dulla Singh Wala Teh- Amloh 
Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib have 
changed my name to Mandeep 
Singh Panag. 

I Balwant Singh S/O Lt. 
Sadhu Singh, R/O Vpo. Toosa,  
Tehsil  Raikot, Distt Ludhiana 
Have Changed My Name To 
Balwant Singh Gill. 

I Santosh Kumari W/O 
Chanchal Singh Village Saggal 
PO Panwan Tehsil Dasuya Distt 
Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 
Name From Santosh Kumari To 
Charanjit Kaur. 

I Karandeep Kaur is legally 
wedded spouse of Army 
No.14403225X Ex HAV 
Palwinder Singh R/o Village 
Rurka PO Dehlon Tehsil and 
District Ludhiana (Punjab) have 
changed my name from 
Karandeep Kaur to Kirandeep 
Kaur, my correct date of birth is 
11-10-1971. 

I, Riya Jindal W/O Aayush 
Bansal R/O H.No.427-B, Sector 
3-C, Mandi Gobindgarh 
(Fatehgarh Sahib) Have 
Changed My Name To Riya 
Bansal. 

I, Sonita Devi W/O Parveen 
Kumar R/O W.No.13, Khanna 
Khurd, Khanna (Ludhiana) Have 
Changed My Name After 
Marriage As Jyoti, These Both 
Names Are Mine, One & Same 
The Lady. 

I, Army No 4478686L Ex 
Havildar / Hony Nb Sub Simerjit 
Singh Son of Garib Singh 
resident of VPO Talwandi Bhai 
Tehsil and Distt Ferozepur, 
(Punjab) 142050 have changed 
my son's name from Sihbaaj 
Singh to Shehbaaz Singh in my 
army service records as per 
affidavit 17 Apr 2025 Before 
notary public Ferozepur. 

I, M Neeraja Is Spouse Of 
No.Jc-706244w Rank Nb/Sub 
Name Manigiri Ramesh Babu 
Residing At Vtc Yalluru, Teh 
Allagadda, District Kurnool, 
State Andhra Pradesh Pin 
518573 Have Changed My 
Name From M Neeraja To 
Manigiri Neeraja Vide Affidavit 
Dated 17 April 2025 Before At 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Chand Devi Is Spouse Of 
No.2706474w Rank L/Hav 
Name Bhanwar Lal Of Unit 2 
Grenadiers C/O 56 Apo Residing 
At Ward No.15, Village Dhani, 
Bhambhuaan, Teshil Nohar, 
Dhansiya, District Rajasthan, Pin 
335523 Have Changed My 
Name From Chand Devi To 
Chand Vide Affidavit Dated 17 
April 2025 Before At Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I Simmi W/o Rajan Narang 
R/o Sikhan wala road, Heera 
Singh Nagar, Kotkapura 
(Faridkot) have changed my 
name to Simmi Narang. 

I Prina W/o Rahul Paul R/o 
Krishna Nagar, Kotkapura 
(Faridkot) have changed my 
name to Prina Paul. 

I Harjinder Singh S/o Buta 
Singh R/o  Village-Budhanwal, 
PO-Sandhanwal, Tehsil-
Shahkot, Distt-Jalandhar, 
Punjab-144702, have changed 
my name to Harjinder Singh 
Josan. 

I Madhu Gill D/o Sohan Lal 
and W/o Kashmir Singh R/o 
VPO-Nadala, Tehsil-Bholath, 
Dist-Kapurthala, Punjab-
144624, have changed my 
name to Kiran Sahota. 

I, Surinder Virdi W/O Late 
Sh. Bachan Lal Virdi resident of 
92, 2, Nehru Nagar, College 
Road Pathankot, Punjab, Pin-
145001, have changed my 
name from Surinder Virdi to 
Surinder Kaur Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB26998045769670X 
dated 17 April 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot. 

I, No.14867624W Sep/MT 
Jayswal Ankit Mukeskumar 
resident of Village- Vastral, Post- 
Vastral, Tehsil- Daskroi, District- 
Ahmedabad, State- Gujarat, Pin-
382418, have changed my 
Mother name from Jayswal 
Poonam to Jaiswal Poonam 
Mukeshkumar Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB27052678280749X 
dated 17 April 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, No.14867624W Sep/MT 
Jayswal Ankit Mukeskumar 
resident of Village- Vastral, Post- 
Vastral, Tehsil- Daskroi, District- 
Ahmedabad, State- Gujarat, Pin-
382418, have changed my 
Father name from Jayswal  
Mukeskumar to Jaiswal  
Mukeshkumar Kailashnath Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB27051904204312X dated 17 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Parvinder Singh S/o 
Amrik Singh R/o Village Madpur, 
District Rupnagar, Punjab, India 
declare that as per my other 
documents i.e. Adhar card, Pan 
card, voter card etc. my Name is 
Parvinder Singh. But my Indian 
Passport i.e. F3907622 which is 
valid upto 26/06/2015. My name 
is written Ravinder Singh i.e. 
wrong.I want to be changed my 
name in my passport Parvinder 
Singh from Ravinder Singh. 

I, Meena D/o Darshan 
Singh R/o Village Alipur, P.O. 
Ghanauli, Tehsil and District 
Rupnagar (Punjab) have 
changed my name from Meena 
to Manjot Kaur. 

I, No. 10199607Y Rank Nk 
Vijay Singh of112 Inf Bn (TA) 
Dogra, R/o Village Bastali, Post 
Office Bastali, Tehsil Nissing, 
District Karnal (Haryana) declare 
that my service record my 
mother name is wrongly 
mentioned  Kela Devi. My 
mother Aadhaar card and all 
other documents my mother 
name menitioned Kela. My 
service record my mother name 
should be mentioned Kela. 

I, Army No:15579994A 
Rank-Hav Name: Boota Singh 
Presently Serving in Unit: 105 
Engr Regt C/o 56 APO, 
Permanent Address: Lakho Ke 
Behram, Lakho Ke Behram, 
Firozpur, Punjab, 152023 
declare that I have changed my 
Son’s name from Gurbhage 
Singh to Gurbhej Singh. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 
901520,Dated: 17/04/2025 

I, Sukhdeep Kaur is legally 
Wedded Spouse of Army 
No:15579994A Rank-Hav 
Name: Boota Singh Presently 
Serving in Unit: 105 Engr Regt 
C/o 56 APO,Permanent 
Address: Lakho Ke Behram, 
Lakho Ke Behram, Firozpur, 
Punjab, 152023declare that I 
have Correct My Date of birth 
from 23/12/1989 to 28/01/1989. 
Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901519,Dated: 17/04/2025 

I, Bhimsen Tantia am 
Father of Army No: 15348469Y 
Rank: Spr Name- Monuj Tanti 
Presently Posted At Unit: 70 Engr 
Regt C/o 56 APO Permanent 
Address: Gohainbari Bagan, 
Paraliguri, Sibsagar, Assam, 
785671 declare that I have 
changed My Name from 
Bhimsen Tantia to Bhimsen Tanti. 
Vide Affidavit No:48AA 901656, 
Dated: 17/04/2025 

I, Binu Tantia am Mother of 
Army No: 15348469Y Rank: Spr 
Name- Monuj Tanti Presently 
Posted At Unit: 70 Engr Regt C/o 
56 APO Permanent Address: 
Gohainbari Bagan, Paraliguri, 
Sibsagar, Assam, 785671 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Binu Tantia to Binu 
Tanti. Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901654, Dated:17/04/2025. 

I, No.15785838W Hav 
(DVRMT)  Kangane Arun 
Sahebrao resident of Village- 
Gondegaon, Post- Gondegaon, 
Tehsil- Niphad, District- Nashik, 
State- Maharashtra, Pin- 
422305, have changed my 
Mother name from Sindubai 
Sahebrao Kangane to Sindhubai 
Sahebrao Kangane Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB256665315951519X 
dated 12 April 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot. 

I, Damayanthi is Mother of 
Army No: JC343325A Rank: NB 
Sub  Name- Lokanadham Paila 
Presently Posted At Unit: CME, 
Pune  Maharashtra-411031 
Permanent Address: 4-16, 
Kotabommali Mandalam, Vill: 
Udikalapadu, Post: Nimmada, 
District: Srikakulam, State: 
Andhra Pradesh, Pincode: 
532430 declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Damayanthi to Paila 
Dhamayanthi and Also Correct 
my Date of birth from 
09/12/1975 to 01/01/1967. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 901521, 
Dated: 17/04/2025 

I, No.15785838W Hav 
(DVRMT)  Kangane Arun 
Sahebrao resident of Village- 
Gondegaon, Post- Gondegaon, 
Tehsil- Niphad, District- Nashik, 
State- Maharashtra, Pin- 422305, 
have changed my Son name from 
Atharv to Atharv Arun Kangane 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB25666320764789X dated 12 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Sohni Devi (old name) 
wife of Sh. Ram Singh, Resident 
of Muslmani pir, Post Office 
Raipur Rani, Village Dakra, Distt. 
Panchkula Haryana-134204 
have change my name from 
Sohni Devi to Sohani Devi. 

I, No.15785838W Hav 
(DVRMT)  Kangane Arun 
Sahebrao resident of Village- 
Gondegaon, Post- Gondegaon, 
Tehsil- Niphad, District- Nashik, 
State- Maharashtra, Pin- 
422305, have changed my Son 
name from Devendra to 
Devendra Arun Kangane Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB25666232621313X dated 12 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot. 

I, No.4003428W Hav 
Surinder Singh resident of 
Village- Nagrota, Post- Karoli, 
Tehsil- Pathankot, District- 
Pathankot, State- Punjab, have 
been changed my Mother name 
from Raj Rani to Raj Kumari Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB27054692716080X dated 17 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, No.4003428W Hav 
Surinder Singh resident of 
Village- Nagrota, Post- Karoli, 
Tehsil- Pathankot, District- 
Pathankot, State- Punjab, have 
been changed my Father name 
from Chur Singh to  Chuhar 
Singh Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB27070966809660 dated 17 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot. 

Classifieds
CHANGE OF NAME

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S 
M/S RAJYOG ENTERPRISES ETC 

COMA/43617/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-063439-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-07-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:-  1. M/S RAJYOG 
ENTERPRISES THROUGH ITS PROP./ 
AUTH. SIGN. MANGESH GOVIND 
LOLE, HOUSE NO:- 507, SAVATAMALI 
NAGAR TURFATA NAGAR ROAD 
PUNE-412207 (MAHARASHTRA) 2. 
MANGESH GOVIND LOLE, 
PROP./AUTH.SIGN. OF M/S RAJYOG 
ENTERPRISES R/o HOUSE NO:- 507, 
SAVATAMALI NAGAR TURFATA NAGAR 
ROAD PUNE-412207 (MAHARASHTRA) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 
07-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 
days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S 
SUSHILA KHEDEKAR ETC 

COMA/44078/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-066292-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-07-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- SUSHILA KHEDEKAR @ 
SUSHILA SADHO W/O MANGILAL 
KHEDEKAR R/o TOWER BEDI, 
BARWAHA, INDORE-451225 (MADHYA 
PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a direction 
that you should appear personally before 
the court on 07-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or 
within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

ROHIT JAIN  

V/S  
REEDWOOD JEANS ETC 

COMA/3707/2023 
CNR No.:PBLD03-005994-2023 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE: 26-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- 1. M/S REEDWOOD JEANS 
PLAZA COMPLEX, BATMALOO, 
SRINAGAR THROUGH ITS PARTNER 
ARBAAZBHATT EMAIL ID :- 
ARBAAZBHATT619@GAMIL.COM EMAIL 
ID:- 
REDWOODPRODUCTIONS604@GMAIL.
COM SECOND ADDRESS:- E-1304, 
SUMUKH HILLS, WESTERN EXPRESS 
HIGHWAY, KANDIWALI EAST, MUMBAI 
MAHARASHTRA 400 401 2. 
ARBAAZBHATT – PARTNER M/S 
REEDWOOD JEANS PLAZA COMPLEX 
BATMALOO SRINAGAR. 
3. SALMAN BHATT – PARTNER M/S 
REEDWOOD JEANS PLAZA COMPLEX 
BATMALOO SRINAGAR. 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 
26-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 
days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

M/S A.B MOTIONS  

V/S  
M/S ATLAS OUTDOORS ETC 

COMA/1720/2017 
CNR No.:PBLD03-003543-2017 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE: 09-06-2025 
NOTICE TO:- 1. M/S ATLAS OUTDORS C-
84, PHASE VII, INDUSTRIAL AREA, 
MOHALI -160055 THROUGH ITS 
PROPRIETOR /AUTHORIZED 
SIGNATORY JASKIRAT SINGH. 
ALTERNATIVE ADDRESS:- M/S ATLAS 
OUTDOORS 101, NEW GRAIN MARKET 
NEW ARORA PALACE GILL ROAD 
LUDHIANA THROUGH ITS 
PROPRIETOR/ AUTHORIZED 
SIGNATORY JASKIRAT SINGH . 2. 
JASKIRAT SINGH PROP./ AUTHORIZED 
SIGNATORY M/S ATLAS OUTDOORS, C-
84 PHASE VII INDUSTRIAL AREA, 
MOHALI-160055. ALTERNATIVE 
ADDRESS:- JASKIRAT SINGH PROP./ 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY M/S ATLAS 
OUTDOORS 101, NEW GRAIN MARKET 
NEW ARORA PALACE GILL ROAD 
LUDHIANA. SECOND ALTERNATIVE 
ADDRESS:- JASKIRAT SINGH 
RESIDENT OF HOUSE NO:-2093 SUNNY 
ENCLAVE SECTOR 125, KHARAR 
MOHALI-140301. 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 
09-06-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 
days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

M/S A.B MOTIONS  

V/S  
M/S ULTIMATE SIGNAGES 

COMA/1719/2017 
CNR No.:PBLD03-003501-2017 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE: 09-06-2025 
NOTICE TO:- 1. M/S ULTIMATE 
SIGNAGES, C-84, PHASE VII, 
INDUSTRIAL AREA, MOHALI -160055 
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR 
/AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY JASKIRAT 
SINGH. ALTERNATIVE ADDRESS:- 
M/S ULTIMATE SIGNAGES 101, NEW 
GRAIN MARKET NEW ARORA PALACE 
GILL ROAD LUDHIANA THROUGH ITS 
PROPRIETOR/ AUTHORIZED 
SIGNATORY JASKIRAT SINGH. 2. 
JASKIRAT SINGH PROP./ 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY M/S 
ULTIMATE SIGNAGES, C-84 PHASE VII 
INDUSTRIAL AREA, MOHALI-160055. 
ALTERNATIVE ADDRESS:- JASKIRAT 
SINGH PROP./ AUTHORIZED 
SIGNATORY M/S ULTIMATE 
SIGNAGES 101, NEW GRAIN MARKET 
NEW ARORA PALACE GILL ROAD 
LUDHIANA. SECOND ALTERNATIVE 
ADDRESS:- JASKIRAT SINGH 
RESIDENT OF HOUSE NO:-2093 
SUNNY ENCLAVE SECTOR 125, 
KHARAR MOHALI-140301 . 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a direction 
that you should appear personally before 
the court on 09-06-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or 
within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S  
TARIQ HUSAIN ETC 

COMA/44728/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-068269-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-08-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- 1. TARIQ HUSAIN R/o 
HOUSE NO:- 03 LOTUS CITY COLONY 
RATLAM 457001 (MADHYA PRADESH) 
2. AARIF HUSSAIN S/o SADIK 
HUSSAIN R/o PLOT NO:- 03, LOTUS 
CITY COLONY RATLAM- 457001 
(MADHYA PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 
08-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 
days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=distri
ct_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S  
M/S RADHA RANI CONSTRUCTION 

ETC 
COMA/43683/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-064065-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-08-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:-  1. M/S RADHA RANI 
CONSTRUCTION THROUGH ITS 
PROP./AUTH. SIGN. MANVENDRA 
SINGH SIKARWAR SHYAMA ENCLAVE 
INDRAMANI NAGAR GOLA KA MANDIR 
GWALIOR-474005 (MADHYA 
PRADESH) 2. MANVENDRA SINGH 
SIKARWAR PROP./ AUTH SIGN OF M/S 
RADHA RANI CONSTRUCTION R/o 
NEAR SLP COLLEGE, C 59 SURI 
NAGAR CP COLONY MORAR 
GWALIOR-474006 (MADHYA 
PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a direction 
that you should appear personally before 
the court on 08-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or 
within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S  
HARENDRA SINGH SIKARWAR ETC 

COMA/44733/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-068268-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-08-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:-  HARENDRA SINGH 
SIKARWAR R/o LIG 583 WATER TANK 
NR OLD HOUSING BOARD MORENA- 
476001 (MADHYA PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a direction 
that you should appear personally before 
the court on 08-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or 
within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S  
RAFIQ MOHAMMAD 

COMA/44730/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-068267-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-08-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- RAFIQ MOHAMMED R/O 
RAJ NAGAR COLONY MAHIDPUR, 
UJJAIN 456443 (MADHYA PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 
08-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 
days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S 
MANOJ SINGH 

COMA/44726/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-068271-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-08-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- MANOJ SINGH R/o 
LAXMAN TALAIYA SHABD PRATAP 
ASHRAM, LASHKER S.P ASHRAM, 
GWALIOR-474012 (MADHYA 
PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a 
direction that you should appear 
personally before the court on 08-05-
2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or within 30 days 
from the date of publication of this 
proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=distri
ct_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana 

 
 

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana 
IN THE COURT OF  

Dr. Jasveer Singh 
Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class, Ludhiana 
Next Date, Purpose of case, Orders and 
Judgments as well as other case 
information is available on 
http://ecourts.gov.in 
PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR 
PROCLAMATION UNDER SECTION 82 
CR.PC 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED  

V/S 
SAID KHAN 

COMA/44160/2022 
CNR No.:PBLD03-066288-2022 
U/S:- 138 OF N.I ACT 
POLICE STATION:- 
NEXT DATE:-07-05-2025 
NOTICE TO:- SAID KHAN R/o WARD 
NO:- 26 TAWDA MOHALLA GRAM 
CHHOTI SAGAUR PITHAMPUR DISTT 
DHAR-454775 (MADHYA PRADESH) 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court that You, the 
accused above named cannot be served 
in the ordinary way of service. Hence, this 
proclamation under section 82 CRPC is 
hereby issued against you with a direction 
that you should appear personally before 
the court on 07-05-2025 AT 10.00 a.m. or 
within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this proclamation.  
Take notice that, in default of your part to 
appear as directed above, the above said 
case will be heard and determined as per 
law, in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this FOR DETAILS LOGIN TO 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 
district_notice&district=ludhiana 

Judicial Magistrate - Ist Class 
Ludhiana

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE
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COURT NOTICE
(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Supinder Singh
Civil Judge (Junior Division), 

Ludhiana 
SUKHDEV SINGH 

V/s
PIARA SINGH 

CNR No.:PBLD02-003968-2024
Next Date:- 20-05-2025
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-
JASWINDER SINGH Father:- S.
AJAIB SINGH RESIDENT OF
VILLAGE LOHARA, DISTRICT
LUDHIANA 
In above tiled case, the defendant
(s)/ respondent (s) could not be
served. It is ordered that defendant
(s) /respondent (s) should appear in
person or through counsel on 
20-05-2025 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice & district=
mogacourt

Sh. Supinder Singh, PCS, 
Civil Judge (Junior Division),  

Ludhiana
Dated, this day of 16-04-2025 



BY ASHA IYER KUMAR

Once upon a time, we laughed without offence or guilt.
We laughed at power, at politics, at bureaucracy, and
most of all, at ourselves. It was a laughter steeped not

in mockery but in a shared understanding of the absurdities
of life. Remember R. K. Laxman’s Common Man? 

The bespectacled, bewildered figure who stood silently wit-
nessing the nation’s daily dramas was our collective conscience
drawn in ink. His was the lens through which middle-class
India smiled at its foibles. No one was spared, and yet no one
was wounded. His cartoons, which ran for decades under the
banner You Said It, didn’t merely capture the socio-political
temperature — they made us laugh through the chaos, with-
out cynicism, without rage, and it inspired us to gauge our-
selves on the scale of changing times. How far we’ve come —
and not for the better! Just the other day, The Times of India
reported that Western Railway in Mumbai asked for the
removal of a hoarding that humorously depicted Mumbai’s
famously crowded local trains.

Everyone who knows the city even remotely will vouch that
the depiction wasn’t far from reality. But even reality now seems
too irreverent to tolerate. Our thresholds have shrunk. Satire
is suspect. Irony is an offence. And humour — a great salve
to wounded hearts — has become a minefield. It is as though

we have forgotten how to laugh without hurting, or how to
be the subject of a joke without taking it personally. The pub-
lic frame has grown brittle. Everything is either an insult or
an agenda.  Our collective skin has thinned, and with it, our
ability to process humour as a mirror rather than a missile.
We have become sensitive to our peril, for laughter now is no
more a medicine but an action to be indulged in stealth. We
now laugh at our own risk, for not all out there are amused.
But let us pause here. What does it mean to laugh at oneself?
And why is it so crucial to the health of a society, and to the
sanity of the individual? To laugh at oneself is acknowledg-
ing one’s imperfections without shame or embarrassment. It
is to accept the human comedy in which we are all actors, fum-
bling, contradicting, faltering and having great falls like
Humpty-Dumpty.

It is an act of humility. And humility, unlike humiliation,
does not diminish. It enlarges us. It softens the ego,
smoothens the sharp edges of pride, and allows us to be more
forgiving — towards others, yes, but especially towards our-
selves. We are not meant to take ourselves too seriously. The
capacity to see one s absurdity, to smile at it, and even to share
it with others, is a mark of inner strength.

In that laughter is a quiet wisdom — the wisdom to know
that life is far too unpredictable to be lived in perpetual indig-
nation. And as creatures, we are too tiny and insignificant in
the canvas of the cosmos. Philosophers from every tradition
have hinted at this. In Zen, the enlightened monk is often
depicted laughing. In ancient Greece, Socrates was known for
his irony, and his capacity to deflate pomposity through

humour. Closer home, the Bhakti poets gently mocked dogma
and orthodoxy. Their irreverence was rooted in love, not spite.
They knew that humour could illuminate truth in ways solem-
nity never could, and it was taken in its true spirit. But today,
we confuse being offended with being right. And so, we silence
the comedian, the cartoonist, the satirist, and slowly, we silence
ourselves. We build fortresses around our fragility and call it
righteousness. We seek apology where we should seek per-
spective.

This is not a defence for vulgarity or cruelty masquerad-
ing as humour, which too has become abundant in these indis-
creet times. We know the difference between crassness and
coolness. And we must always be vigilant against humour that
punches down, that mocks the marginalised, that cloaks prej-
udice in punchlines or masks depravity in insensitivity. But
the answer to bad humour is not humourlessness. It is better
humour. Finer irony. Truer satire. And most of all, a thicker
skin. As a society, we need to grow up. We need to rediscov-
er the art of laughing together and at ourselves. 

The Common Man did not need to speak because the soci-
ety around him understood the language of the silent chuck-
le. That silent chuckle is now endangered. Let us then re-learn
the ability to look at ourselves with a smile, not a scowl. Let
us not fear humour; let us fear the day when we lose our
humour. When people can no longer laugh at themselves, they
are no longer free.
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The fundamentals of all personal
dealings and individual relation-
ships, all over the world, are remark-
ably similar. Anywhere in the world,

truth is upheld as a cardinal principle, and
everywhere in the world, a line is considered
drawn between proper and improper. It has
nothing to do with which religion one fol-
lows, what is the colour of one’s skin, or what
are one’s social norms. Similarly, killing is
considered wrong, and so is taking some-
thing that does not belong to you. The list
can be multiplied, and in all cases, there is
a universal value system that brooks no dis-
tinction on account of language, creed, or
anything else.

Put simply, the unifying principles of
humanity are many and have withstood the
test of time through millennia, and no one
has found it worth his time to negate or con-
tradict these principles. 

It, therefore, does not follow that there are
no differences between one part of the globe
or another, or for that matter, all humanity
agrees on everything. 

There are differences of belief in matters
of religion, creed, and values of behaviour.
In certain communities, polyandry is accept-
ed. In others, monogamy is considered desir-
able.

The enforcement of these values is some-
times through written laws enforceable by
courts and, in certain cases, by social prac-
tices and beliefs, none of which go to a court.

The varieties are many, and the practices
often differ sharply. It is this that makes the
processes of legislation important, and the
norms must be known to hold credence. 

This is the birth of a civil society that has
taken the form of nation-states and various
national and international legislations that
make up the world order.

In reasonable reality towards this end,
some important steps have been taken, and
certain important steps are yet to be under-
taken to complete the cycle of total cohesive-
ness of the civil variety. This may take time
to emerge. 

For the present, it is important to regis-
ter that one must agree to accept differences
as a natural and essential part of global exis-
tence. The nation-states present one type of
governance, and within the nation-states,
there can be differences in ethnicity, prac-
tices, and norms. 

The seeming diversity within an otherwise
unifying framework is the experience of
many nation-states.

It is therefore essential to recognise that
tolerance, communication, and respect for
each other’s practices are essential to cohe-
sive collective living. 

There are, even
among nation-states,
variations from
monarchy and more,
across relatively vast
territories to small
existences of island
states. 

There are many
variations, and one
must learn to agree to
disagree and yet

remain tolerant. 
This takes one back to the fundamental

beliefs of accepting mutual dignity as a
human being and recognising that one must
not inflict one’s values on others. 

What can be stated so simply can become
comparatively complicated to practise, and
these are the roots of much conflict which
takes place even in civil states.

Understanding the anatomy of conflict,
therefore, requires a need for a concurrent
understanding of the practice of the princi-
ples of ‘live and let live’. 

Perhaps this should be made a part of each

child’s learning before the child grows into
adulthood. The present stage of learning
through different stages of school and col-
leges emphasises knowledge acquisition.
There is nothing wrong with that. What is
needed, however, is the recognition that one
has to let others live to be able to live one-
self peacefully and happily. 

These are lifestyle learnings and not
knowledge learnings. It is, therefore, neces-
sary to keep re-examining the fundamentals
of educational systems and values which
make coexistence not only desirable but fea-
sible.

Put simply, a recognition of individual
identities is useful, but a recognition of the
other person’s right to that living is also a
must. For the physically powerful, adopting
a stance of dominance, assertion, and com-
pulsion is easy. 

There has to be self-restraint in recognis-
ing how this is a must if the other person also
needs to have the same spaces for life as one
wants for oneself. 

The long and short of it is not just the
development of the mind, not just the devel-

opment of one’s might, but also the devel-
opment of one’s patience, one’s understand-
ing, and how necessary it is to respect each
other’s identity.

A marriage, and a family, are the basic unit
of the constitution of a civil society, and it
is important to inculcate these values at the
core of these institutions. 

This can be best done by example and by
reflection that the other person has the same
right as one wants for oneself.

It is a happy truth that civilisational val-
ues have progressively advanced in that
direction. That there are notable exceptions
is understandable.

Perhaps dealing with it with patience and
purpose is the way forward. It takes time but
can be done with positive practices in the
family and positive values in collective
places like schools and elsewhere. The
direction is non-negotiable, and the attempt
is worth its effort.

Learning to learn and live
Beneath the surface-level diversity lies a profound truth: the core principles that govern human relationships are

remarkably consistent. These shared values — truth, respect and fairness — form the bedrock of civil society
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Why we must learn to laugh at ourselves again

Preserving the past
for the future’s sake

A bold step towards social justice
Madam — The Telangana Government’s decision to divide
Scheduled Castes (SCs) into three categories is a commend-
able move towards social justice. It’s important to note that
the Supreme Court, in its August 2024 verdict, permitted
such classification. There are undeniable disparities with-
in the SC community. While some groups have benefited
from government schemes, others remain marginalised. By
dividing SCs into three groups — each comprising vari-
ous sub-castes — the Government aims to ensure that the
most disadvantaged are not left behind. Other states should
take inspiration from Telangana’s initiative.

However, while categorisation is a step forward, much
remains to be done for the overall development of the SC
community. Education must be made accessible to all mem-
bers of the community, as it is the most effective tool for
empowerment. Additionally, self-employment opportuni-
ties and skill development programmes must be introduced
to boost economic independence.

After all, inclusive human resource development is essen-
tial for national progress. To truly uplift the SC commu-
nity, this categorisation must be followed by sustained 
policy action. Holistic measures in education, employment,
and skill training are vital. Only through inclusive devel-
opment can we bridge internal disparities and ensure 
that every section of society participates equally in the
nation’s progress. VENU GS |KOLLAM

India’s market resilience shines
Madam —  Indian equities soared as markets reopened after
an extended weekend, with the NSE Nifty 50 Index rallying
by up to 2.4 per cent on Tuesday in Mumbai, surpassing 
its 2 April closing level. According to Bloomberg, this rebound
positions India as the first major global market to recover
from losses triggered by reciprocal tariffs imposed by 
US President Donald Trump earlier this month. Investors 
continue to place confidence in India’s large, domestic-dri-
ven economy, which appears better equipped to weather 
a potential global slowdown than markets more exposed 
to US tariffs.

Amid the escalating US — China trade war, India has
emerged as a viable alternative manufacturing hub. Unlike
Beijing’s combative stance, India has maintained a concilia-
tory approach and is actively working towards a provision-
al trade agreement with Washington. 

This recovery is indeed a positive sign for India’s econom-
ic resilience.India’s steady performance amidst global volatil-
ity reflects the strength of its domestic consumption, robust
financial systems, and prudent policy measures. 

As geopolitical tensions and protectionist policies 
unsettle other economies, India’s focus on self-reliance, 
infrastructure development, and investor-friendly reforms
offers a competitive edge. This rebound is not just a short-
term surge — it signals long-term confidence in India’s growth
trajectory. JAYANTHY SUBRAMANIAM I MUMBAI   

A defining moment for Congress
Madam — Referring to the headline ‘National Herald Case:
ED Chargesheet Sonia, Rahul’ (16 April), the Enforcement
Directorate’s chargesheet marks a serious escalation in the
money laundering case involving the Gandhi family and 
the Congress party.

The allegations of financial irregularities in the Young
Indian case are grave. Rather than presenting legal rebuttals,
the Congress appears to be adopting a political counter-nar-
rative, blaming the Government.

Moreover, Rahul Gandhi has yet to clarify his citizenship
status amid ongoing allegations by Subramanian Swamy. The
ED’s chargesheet details `988 crore in alleged misappropri-
ation, with market valuations of assets pegged at approximate-
ly `5,000 crore.

This is one of the most significant financial scandals to
implicate a political family at the national level. The
Congress must focus on proving its innocence in court rather
than politicising the issue. It is essential that the judiciary
ensures speedy justice, especially when such a high-profile
case is involved. The seriousness of the charges demands trans-
parency, accountability, and a fair legal process.

As public trust in institutions is at stake, both the Congress
party and the Gandhi family must prioritise legal clarity over
political rhetoric. Swift and impartial judicial proceedings will
not only uphold the rule of law but also strengthen democ-
ratic credibility. VINOD JOHRI I DELHI

Veteran music composer Ilayaraja
has taken legal action against the
makers of Ajith’s recent film Good

Bad Ugly for using three of his iconic
songs without prior consent. The songs
in question — Illamai Idho Idho from
Sakalakala Vallavan, En Jodi Manja
Kuruvi from Vikram (1986), and Oththa
Roova from Nattupura Pattu—  were
used without permission.

Ilayaraja has demanded a formal
apology and `5 crore in compensation
from the production house. This case
highlights Ilayaraja’s unwavering com-
mitment to protecting his creative lega-
cy and reinforces the importance of
respecting intellectual property rights.
In the past, he has repeatedly defend-
ed his works against unauthorised
usage. Gone are the days when film-
makers collaborated extensively with
composers to create original music.
Today’s trend of remixing and reusing
old songs might offer short-term
appeal but erodes originality and often

leads to copyright violations. It is high
time that filmmakers prioritised cre-
ativity over gimmicks and ensured legal
compliance in music usage.

This incident underscores the grow-
ing menace of piracy and blatant copy-
right violations in the Indian film indus-
try. Using a creator’s work without con-
sent not only disrespects their artistry
but also sets a dangerous precedent—
one that undermines intellectual prop-
erty rights. Ilayaraja’s legal stand is a
reminder that creativity must be pro-
tected, not exploited.

In an era where originality is often
overshadowed by remixes and recre-
ations, strict enforcement of copyright
laws is crucial. The industry must foster
a culture that values artistic integrity,
ensures rightful compensation, and
deters infringement — to safeguard the
future of creative expression in India.
The government must take strict action
against any violations.

M PRADYU| KANNUR

ILAYARAJA’S  LEGAL FIGHT FOR 
CREATIVE RIGHTS IN FILM MUSIC

Harvard has set an example for other higher-ed institutions –
rejecting an unlawful and ham-handed attempt to stifle
academic freedom, while taking concrete steps to make sure
all students at Harvard can benefit from an environment of
intellectual inquiry, rigorous debate and mutual respect. Let’s
hope other institutions follow suit.

FORMER UUS PPRESIDENT BBARACK OOBAMA

TAKE

Leaderspeak

VINAYSHIL
GAUTAM

(The writer is a well-known management consultant of
international repute. 

The views are personal)

(The author is a Dubai-based columnist and a writing coach. 
She has published six books. Views are personal)

Every year on April 18, countries around the globe come together to
celebrate World Heritage Day, also known as the International Day for
Monuments and Sites. This important occasion, established by the

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1982 and later
approved by UNESCO, serves as a reminder of the value of our cultural her-
itage — and the responsibility we all share to protect it.

Heritage — both tangible and intangible — is the collective memory of
civilisations. It tells stories of who we are, where we came from, and how
our societies evolved. While time, climate, and natural weathering have
always been enemies of ancient structures and traditions, a more immedi-
ate and insidious threat today comes from political ideologies and regimes.
Around the world, we have witnessed deliberate destruction of heritage as
acts of dominance, revisionism, or retaliation. In trying to erase the past,
these regimes destroy not just structures, but identity itself.

One of the most tragic and symbolic examples was the destruction of the
Bamiyan Buddhas by the Taliban in 2001. Carved in the 6th century, these
towering statues were not just monuments of religious and artistic signifi-
cance — they were irreplaceable pages of Afghan history. Their demolition
was a stark message: the regime rejected not only the statues, but the
entire cultural lineage they represented.

In Russia, we have seen another kind of heritage demolition. After the
fall of the Soviet Union, statues of Lenin and other Communist-era icons
were removed or destroyed by the new regime. While many saw this as nec-
essary to move forward from a dark period, these relics were also historic
markers — powerful reminders of an era that, like it or not, shaped the mod-
ern state. Similar stories play out in other regions. In post-colonial Africa
and Latin America, monuments to colonisers have been toppled by newly
empowered governments or protest movements. These acts are often
cathartic for communities, but they also risk oversimplifying history by eras-
ing it altogether.

India, a country with millennia of layered history, offers a complex exam-
ple. On one hand, India has shown tremendous commitment to preserving
its ancient temples, forts, and cities. The Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) manages thousands of monuments, and sites like the Taj Mahal,
Hampi, and Khajuraho receive not just national, but global attention and
protection. On the other hand, certain political narratives have led to the
neglect, distortion, or even destruction of heritage. Mughal-era structures
and other Islamic sites have sometimes been portrayed as symbols of for-
eign oppression rather than integral parts of India’s pluralistic history.
Controversies like the Gyanvapi Mosque case or the renaming of historic
cities (e.g. Allahabad to Prayagraj) show how heritage is being rewritten to
fit modern ideologies. India’s heritage, like its culture, is layered and syn-
cretic. To dismantle one layer in favour of another is to misunderstand the
very nature of its identity.

When a regime destroys heritage, it isn’t just erasing the past — it is
destroying a mirror to itself. History cannot be undone. No matter how
uncomfortable, the past lives in us. Monuments are not merely stones or
statues; they are vessels of memory, cautionary tales, achievements, fail-
ures, and everything in between. Their destruction is a loss to humanity, not
just a nation. As political tides shift, there is a growing need for govern-
ments to adopt a more mature approach to heritage. Recognise its value
beyond ideology. Understand that history, in all its complexity, must be pre-
served, studied, and remembered — not sanitised or destroyed. Ultimately,
heritage is not just about the past — it’s about continuity. In destroying it,
we are only severing ourselves from what could teach us, ground us, and
guide us into the future.

World Heritage Day is all about protecting the
identity, values and creativity of humanity

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



Rivers are more than just flowing water — they
are living archives of the Earth’s memory,
coded in sediment, speed, erosion, and the
contours of their valleys. 

Each river carries within it a unique story of ori-
gin, shaped by the terrain it traverses and the climates
it endures. 

Their courses mark the pulse of the land, shifting
over centuries, yet always finding a path forward. In
their constant motion, rivers mirror the rhythms of
nature — cyclical, adaptive, and ever-evolving.

The flow of a river is driven by the force of grav-
ity, which is counteracted by the resistance of the ter-
rain it flows through. 

The characteristics of the surrounding environ-
ment, such as the landscape’s shape, soil type, vege-
tation, and factors like climate, land use, and geolog-
ical play a significant role in determining the river’s
flow rate, the course it follows, and the sediments it
carries. As rivers flow through diverse landscapes, they
expose the layers beneath the surface, providing a
glimpse into the Earth’s geological history

The sediments they carry — from fine silt to large
boulders — reveal rock types, erosion patterns, and
the entities that give shape to the terrain they have
crossed. As rivers leave steep slopes for gentler ter-
rain, their speed drops, reducing erosion. 

They begin depositing transported sediments, with
coarser materials giving way to finer silt, clay, and sand.
The river may meander, forming curves and oxbow
lakes, while sediment builds up along banks and
floodplains, creating a more stable course and
aquatic ecosystems. 

Continuous erosion and deposition, however, cause
these river channels to change course, often leading
to braided river patterns with multiple interconnect-
ed streams.

Naturally developed embankments do help con-
tain the river during high flows, prevent erosion of
floodplains, and check disruption of ecosystems
including any significant alterations to the river’s path.
The floods, however, deposit fertile silt on floodplains,
enriching soil for agriculture like in the Indo–Gangetic
plain. Again, as they approach larger water bodies,
intricate deltas are formed, creating biodiverse
ecosystems as exemplified in the vast
Ganges–Brahmaputra Delta.

As the rivers flow, they provide a variety of
resources and life-supporting services. Securing
their ecological health is essential for the survival of
humanity. River sand, apparently a relatively innocu-
ous item made available by rivers, is in great
demand, especially for construction activity. The
extraction of river sand is regulated by the
Government.

With increasing focus on construction in recent
times, however, almost all the states in the country
are facing an acute problem of illegal mining of river
sand. Major lengths of the rivers being in non-for-
est areas, the newspapers abounded with journalis-
tic accounts regarding assaults by illegal sand min-
ers on the revenue department’s enforcement agency.
Indicating, however, that the sand mafia is entering
forest areas too in the current construction season,
there are reports of several assaults on foresters too.

Sand is abundantly available in deserts, but the sand
particles created by wind erosion are rounded and
hence are less suitable for construction. Construction-
grade sand should be angular and with a certain min-
eral composition.

The proportion of fine particles (e.g. sand) and
coarse particles (e.g. gravel), along with the cost of
mining and transport, lead the extraction agencies
to select the favourable spots. Indiscriminate sand
mining, whether in the active channel or floodplain
terraces, however, impacts the physical, chemical, and
biological aspects of the riverscape apart from the
human populations.

There are strong reasons for regulating river sand
extraction. Depending on the type of mining, the
riverbed’s morphology changes, the groundwater table
of the surrounding area is lowered, the stability of the
riverbank is affected, and the flow regime of the river
and the dynamic equilibrium of erosion and sedimen-
tation gets permanently affected. They make way for
disasters to happen. 

As regards the chemical impact, the sand excava-
tion and transport machinery severely degrade
water and air quality through fuel/oil spills and exhaust

fumes. Extraction of river sand removes sediment-
bound nutrients from the mining site which are then
deposited on downstream sandbars. While these
nutrient-rich deposits support green floodplains as
seen along India’s Periyar River, the process signifies
a loss of nutrients from the river system but a reduced
nutrient flow from land to marine environments.

Continuous removal of a sand layer of the riverbed
can lead to the destruction of the habitat of microor-
ganisms maintaining the river’s biological health and
endanger ecosystem services. Increased turbidity due
to sand mining in active channels can block sunlight,
hinder photosynthesis, and exterminate aquatic life
like diatoms, macroinvertebrates, benthic algae, and
fish eggs. 

The shallow and braided flow impedes fish migra-
tion between flows and pools, disrupting the entire
food web. Studies show that rampant sand mining
has threatened species like the Ganges River dolphin
and Chambal River’s gharial. Further, unregulated
sand mining results in the loss of aquatic flora and
also riverside vegetation due to lowered water table,
damaging the ‘Shaded Riverine Aquatic Habitat’
(SRA), which provides shade, bank stabilisation, and

nutrients to numerous organisms.
Again, the disturbed ecosystem creates conditions

favourable for the proliferation of invasive species,
such as the water hyacinth, in many Indian river-
scapes.The repercussions of ecological instability are
cumulative and far-reaching. 

Water quality deteriorates, stagnant water in old
sand mines impacts the health and livelihoods of local
communities, and the collapse of infrastructures like
buildings, roads, and bridges becomes imminent.
Water quality deteriorates, stagnant water in old sand
mines impacts the health and livelihoods of local com-
munities, and the collapse of infrastructures like build-
ings, roads, and bridges becomes imminent.

The lowering of groundwater tables due to sand
extraction is reported in the Achankovil and
Manimala river basins in Kerala, where wells have
dried up and agricultural productivity dropped as irri-
gation structures became ineffective. The decline in
fisheries productivity has been reported in the
Ganges River and other basins, impacting local liveli-
hoods directly.

Meeting the ever-increasing demand for sand while
adhering to sustainable sand mining practices in the
interest of the river’s survival is a formidable challenge
today. With the Government’s will to ensure the con-
servation and sustenance of our river systems as the
non-negotiable premise, a range of responsible
approaches must be adopted. 

They should include creation of inventory of the
available sustainable resources based on scientific
study, carefully selected locations for extraction, pre-
and post-mining baseline surveys, controlled extrac-
tion volumes, phased mining with concurrent or sub-
sequent reclamation of mined areas through measures
like refilling and revegetation, no extraction during
seasons of aqua fauna’s high biological activity, and
third-party monitoring and evaluation as well as social
audit of mining activities involving villagers and using
GPS and drone surveillance as in Kerala.

Simultaneously, a concerted effort be made to
diminish reliance on natural river sand by promot-
ing the recycling of construction and demolition waste
and the adoption of alternative materials like man-
ufactured sand (M-sand), which is being promoted
in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. 

While the ideal scenario involves widespread adher-
ence to the above-suggested action points, develop-
ing a well-grounded strategy for effective enforcement
has no alternative so far as a balanced and environ-
mentally sound approach to sand management and
riverscape conservation is concerned. Rivers have long
been revered as symbols of life and spirituality.

To truly understand our rivers, we must see them
as a part of the ecosystem that sustains humanity, and
not just as resources to be exploited. 

They deserve to be approached with cultural humil-
ity, legal innovation, and ecological wisdom. In the
face of climate change and environmental degrada-
tion also, rivers stand as an eternal reminder that
revival is always possible — if we learn to listen,
respect, and align ourselves in harmony with nature.

In just a decade, India’s startup ecosys-
tem has emerged as a powerful driver
of innovation, employment, and nation-

al competitiveness. From a nascent start-
up scene, India has exploded into one of
the world’s most dynamic and rapidly
expanding startup ecosystems.

The numbers tell a dramatic story,
where from approximately 500
Government-recognised startups in 2016,
the count surged to over 1.59 lakh by 15
January 2025. 

This is not just development, but repre-
sents a fundamental change in India’s eco-
nomic structure, making the country the
world’s third-largest startup hub, after the
United States and the United Kingdom. The
presence of over 100 unicorns depicts the
scale and value being created within this
vibrant ecosystem.

India’s startup boom, from 2014 to
early 2025, is not just a result of entrepre-
neurial spirit but the outcome of a power-
ful convergence — the drive of Indian
entrepreneurs coupled with proactive gov-
ernment policies designed to nurture a
thriving ecosystem.

This remarkable growth highlights the
synergy between intentional policy and
organic innovation, unleashing hidden
potential across the nation. It demonstrates
how focused efforts have transformed
ideas into successful businesses, paving the
way for India’s emergence as a global start-
up hub.

The exponential growth trajectory of
India’s startup ecosystem coincides direct-
ly with the rollout of key government pro-
grammes and visionary leadership that
removed roadblocks and actively fostered
innovation. Launched in 2016, these ini-
tiatives provided a structured framework
that catalysed the entrepreneurial surge.
Pivotal to this transformation was the
launch of the Startup India initiative in
January 2016. 

Envisioned as a flagship programme, its
core objective was to cultivate a startup cul-
ture, build a robust and inclusive ecosys-
tem, and fundamentally transform India
into a country of “job creators instead of
job seekers.” 

India’s visionary leadership has trans-
formed the nation from job-seekers to job
providers, reflecting its entrepreneurial
spirit and commitment to building a self-

reliant, job-generating economy. It was-
n’t just a slogan; it was backed by a com-
prehensive Action Plan focusing on
Simplification, Funding, and Incubation.
This framework offered tax exemptions,
simplified compliance, and financial sup-
port to help early-stage ventures overcome
funding and regulatory challenges.

Simultaneously, the Government
launched the Atal Innovation Mission
(AIM) in 2016, which fostered a culture
of innovation through initiatives like the
Atal Tinkering Labs and Atal Incubation
Centres. These programmes not only nur-
tured young talent but also created a
robust infrastructure that supported star-
tups across diverse sectors, including tech-
nology, healthcare, and manufacturing.
AIM’s focus on nurturing creativity and
research has played a crucial role in
strengthening the ecosystem and prepar-
ing it for the future.

In 2024, the Indian Government made
a transformative decision by abolishing
the angel tax in the Union Budget.
Introduced in 2012, this tax had acted as

a significant obstacle for investors, discour-
aging investment by imposing levies on
capital raised above fair market value, often
hindering critical funding at vital stages.
This step has cleared the way for a more
investor-friendly environment, fostering
growth and opportunity for startups across
the nation. 

The removal of this tax has been cele-
brated as a major step towards creating a
more investor-friendly environment, help-
ing startups access the funding they need
to scale and succeed. 

The decision to abolish the angel tax,
alongside other reforms, showcases the
Government’s commitment to providing a
conducive atmosphere for entrepreneurship
to thrive. The growth of India’s startup
ecosystem has been far from centralised.
While traditional tech hubs like Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, and Gurugram remain signif-
icant, a noticeable shift has occurred as
entrepreneurs from smaller cities and
towns have begun to make their mark. 

This democratisation of innovation has
been facilitated by the Government’s push

for a more inclusive startup ecosystem that
is accessible to a broader pool of talent.

Sectors like fintech, healthtech, and
agritech have emerged as hotspots for inno-
vation, with over 1,300 active tech startups
added in 2022 alone.  The Government has
played a vital role in fostering growth with-
in these sectors, encouraging investment
and providing specialised support to star-
tups that address critical societal needs. 

For instance, fintech startups have rev-
olutionised access to financial services,
healthtech ventures have improved health-
care delivery, and agritech innovations have
brought efficiency to the agriculture sec-
tor. Despite facing challenges like funding
slowdowns and hiring freezes, the ecosys-
tem demonstrated resilience. In 2023,
India added over 1,000 startups, including
400 in emerging areas, underscoring the
sector’s adaptability. 

The journey of our nation from ancient
to modern India is a saga of remarkable
achievements and milestones. It begins with
the wisdom of great saints, progresses
through the profound teachings of Swami

Vivekananda and the Upanishads, and
extends to the strides of modern innova-
tion like the upagrah (satellite) and the evo-
lution from the traditional Kumbh Mela to
the Startup Kumbh Mela. Each chapter of
this journey stands as a powerful testament
to our nation’s relentless hard work,
groundbreaking innovation, and unwaver-
ing self-reliance.

India is now rapidly emerging as a glob-
al leader in fostering sustainable, innova-
tive, and thriving startups. As reported by
the Press Information Bureau (PIB) on 16
January 2025, the country commemorates
nine years of Startup India, a game-chang-
ing initiative launched in 2016. National
Startup Day marks a key milestone in
India’s entrepreneurial journey. 

Startup India, launched under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
has become a cornerstone of national inno-
vation and growth. It has championed the
entrepreneurial spirit across the country,
empowering thousands to explore creativ-
ity and innovation. As a result, India has
become the third-largest startup ecosystem
in the world.

India’s startup story is a testament to the
indomitable entrepreneurial spirit of New
India. Since 2016, our vision has been to
drive innovation, provide financial support,
and nurture budding businesses. In just
under a decade, ideas have evolved into
industry giants, and dreams have become
tangible realities. 

Today, India stands tall, not only as a hub
for technology but as a beacon of progress
across diverse sectors. Our achievements
in areas like vaccination further reflect our
scientific prowess and societal resilience.

Inspired by the principles of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (the world is one family) and
Na Phaleshu Kadachana (focus on action,
not results), India continues to grow with
values at its core. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s push for “Vikas bhi, Virasat bhi”
(growth and heritage, hand in hand)
defines today’s India — which is modern
and aspirational, yet deeply rooted in its
rich traditions and culture.India’s story is
not just one of economic expansion, but a
journey of purpose, passion, and progress. 

India’s startup surge: A new innovation powerhouse
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As illegal mining alters the riverbeds and drains life from these once-thriving arteries, the need for sustainable management becomes urgent.
To preserve rivers as living, life-giving entities, we must shift from exploitation to stewardship, write BKP SINHA and AJAY JHA

In less than ten years, India has transformed from a budding startup landscape into the world’s third-largest startup 
ecosystem, behind only the United States and the United Kingdom, write VINAY PATHAK and SANDEEP JOSHI

(The writers are former Principal Chief Conservators of
Forests, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. Views are their own)

(Vinay Pathak is Assistant Professor at IIIT
Sonepat and Sandeep Joshi is a senior technology

journalist. Views are their own)

River ecosystems in the shadow of sand mining
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Areview of Defence ties, with a par-
ticular focus on enhancing
defence industry collaboration

and boosting the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive, were on the agenda of the 24th
India-UK Defence Consultative Group
discussions here this week.

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh
and his British counterpart Permanent
Secretary David Williams co-chaired
the dialogue, which was aimed at deep-
ening bilateral defence cooperation. 
The successful completion of the regu-
lar dialogue was confirmed by the
Defence ministries on both sides in social
media updates.

“The 24th India-UK Defence
Consultative Group meeting in London
saw Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh and UK counterpart David
Williams co-chair discussions, aimed at
deepening bilateral defence coopera-
tion,” the Indian Ministry of Defence said.

“Key focus areas included expanding
defence industry collaboration and pro-
moting the ‘Make in India’ initiative,
especially in niche and emerging tech-
nologies,” the statement added.

It comes as the United Kingdom
Ministry of Defence announced the
final preparations for aircraft carrier
HMS Prince of Wales to sail from
Portsmouth on April 22 for its Indo-
Pacific deployment, including planned
port visits in India. 

The upcoming deployment of the
Carrier Strike Group, named Operation
Highmast, is described as an opportuni-
ty for the United Kingdom’s armed
forces to conduct a major global deploy-
ment and a chance to exercise complex
operations alongside partners and allies
such as India.

“The group will transit through the
Indian Ocean, conducting exercises and
port visits with partners including the US,
India, Singapore and Malaysia, before
joining 19 partner nations for Exercise
Talisman Sabre near Australia, and 
then training alongside the Japanese 
Self-Defence Forces and conducting a
port visit to India,” stated the UK
Ministry of Defence.

The Indo-Pacific is seen as a “critical
region” for United Kingdom trade, with
imports and exports in the region worth
billions of pounds for the United
Kingdom  economy.

The deployment will also provide a
chance for United Kingdom companies
to take part in trade events during 
port visits. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

The Donald Trump administration
has threatened to revoke Harvard
University’s eligibility to enrol inter-

national students if it doesn’t submit
detailed records of its foreign student’s “ille-
gal and violent activities”.

Department of Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem on Wednesday
wrote a “scathing letter” demanding
detailed records on Harvard’s foreign stu-
dent visa holders’ illegal and violent activ-
ities by April 30, or face immediate loss of
Student and Exchange Visitor Programme
(SEVP) certification, a DHS news release
said. “Harvard bending the knee to anti-
semitism — driven by its spineless lead-
ership — fuels a cesspool of extremist riots
and threatens our national security.

“With anti-American, pro-Hamas ide-
ology poisoning its campus and class-
rooms, Harvard’s position as a top insti-
tution of higher learning is a distant mem-
ory. America demands more from univer-
sities entrusted with taxpayer dollars,”
Noem said.

DHS said since Hamas’s October 7,
2023, attack on Israel, Harvard’s foreign
visa-holding rioters and faculty have
spewed antisemitic hate, targeting Jewish
students.

“With a $53.2 billion endowment,
Harvard can fund its own chaos — DHS

won’t. And if Harvard cannot verify it is
in full compliance with its reporting
requirements, the university will lose the
privilege of enrolling foreign students,” it
said. Earlier this week, Harvard had said
the Trump administration issued an

updated and expanded list of demands,
“warning that Harvard must comply if we
intend to maintain [our] financial relation-
ship with the federal government”.

Harvard President Alan Garber said the
“unprecedented demands” being made by
the federal government to control the
Harvard community include require-
ments to “audit” the “viewpoints of our stu-
dent body, faculty, staff, and to “reduc[e]
the power” of certain students, faculty, and
administrators targeted because of their
ideological views.

“We have informed the administration
through our legal counsel that we will not
accept their proposed agreement.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Iran confirmed on Wednesday that the
next round of nuclear talks with the
United States this weekend will be held

in Rome after earlier confusion over
where the negotiations would be held.

The announcement by Iranian state
television came as Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian formally approved the resig-
nation of one of his vice presidents who
served as Tehran’s key negotiator in its
2015 nuclear deal with world powers.

The head of the United Nations’
nuclear watchdog, Rafael Mariano Grossi
of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, also arrived in the Islamic
Republic on Wednesday. His talks may
include negotiations over just what access
the IAEA inspectors can get under any
proposed deal. The state TV announce-
ment said Oman will again mediate the
talks on Saturday in Rome. Oman’s for-
eign minister served as an interlocutor
between the two sides at talks last week-
end in Muscat, the sultanate’s capital.

Officials initially on Monday identified
Rome as hosting the negotiations, only for
Iran to insist early Tuesday they would
return to Oman. American officials so far
haven’t said publicly where the talks will
be held, though Trump did call Oman’s
Sultan Haitham bin Tariq on Tuesday,
while the ruler was on a trip to the
Netherlands.

The stakes of the negotiations could-
n’t be higher for the two nations closing
in on half a century of enmity. US
President Donald Trump repeatedly has
threatened to unleash airstrikes targeting
Iran’s nuclear program if a deal isn’t
reached. Iranian officials increasingly
warn that they could pursue a nuclear
weapon with their stockpile of uranium
enriched to near weapons-grade levels.

Pezeshkian praises former vice presi-
dent while acknowledging his resignation

The former vice president, Mohammad
Javad Zarif, served as a key supporter of
Pezeshkian in his election last year but

drew criticism from hard-liners within
Iran’s Shiite theocracy, who long have
alleged Zarif gave away too much in nego-
tiations. In March, Zarif tendered his res-
ignation to Pezeshkian. However, the
president did not immediately respond to
the letter. Zarif has used resignation
announcements in the past in his polit-
ical career as leverage, including in a dis-
pute last year over the composition of
Pezeshkian’s Cabinet. The president had
rejected that resignation.

But on late Tuesday, a statement from
the presidency said Pezeshkian wrote
Zarif a letter praising him but accepting
his resignation.

“Pezeshkian emphasised that due to
certain issues, his administration can no
longer benefit from Zarif ’s valuable
knowledge and expertise,” a statement
from the presidency said.

The president in a decree appointed
Mohsen Ismaili, 59, to be his new vice
president for strategic affairs. In Iran’s
political system, the president has mul-
tiple vice presidents. Ismaili is known as
a political moderate and a legal expert.

Grossi visit comes as Iran has restrict-
ed IAEA access

Grossi arrived in Tehran for meetings
with Pezeshkian and others. He met
Wednesday night with Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, writing on the
social platform X after the meeting:
“Cooperation with (the IAEA) is indis-
pensable to provide credible assurances
about the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear
programme at a time when diplomacy is
urgently needed.”

Iran’s state-run IRNA news agency
described Araghchi as briefing Grossi on

the first round of talks with the US, while
also urging the IAEA to “adopt a clear and
transparent stance regarding threats
against Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities.”
Both Israel and the US have threatened
to attack Iran’s nuclear sites if a deal can’t
be reached to limit Tehran’s programme.

“As variety of spoilers are gathered to
derail current negotiations, we need a
Director General of Peace,” Araghchi
wrote on X. “Our predisposition is to trust
Grossi in mission to keep the Agency
away from politics and politicisation, and
to retain focus on its technical mandate.”

Since the nuclear deal’s collapse in 2018
with Trump’s unilateral withdraw of the
US from the accord, Iran has abandoned
all limits on its programme, and enrich-
es uranium to up to 60 per cent purity —
near weapons-grade levels of 90 per cent.

Surveillance cameras installed by the
IAEA have been disrupted, while Iran has
barred some of the Vienna-based agency’s
most experienced inspectors. Iranian
officials also have increasingly threatened
that they could pursue atomic weapons,
something the West and the IAEA have
been worried about for years since
Tehran abandoned an organised weapons
programme in 2003.

Any possible deal between Iran and the
US likely would need to rely on the IAEA’s
expertise to ensure Tehran’s compliance.
And despite tensions between Iran and
the agency, its access has not been entire-
ly revoked.

Iran’s foreign minister questions con-
tradictory responses from US envoy
Meanwhile, Araghchi on Wednesday
warned the US about taking contradic-
tory stances in the talks.

That likely refers to comments from US
Mideast envoy Steve Witkoff, who this
week initially suggested a deal could see
Iran go back to 3.67 per cent uranium
enrichment — like in the 2015 deal
reached by the Obama administration.
Witkoff then followed up with saying “a
deal with Iran will only be completed if
it is a Trump deal.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday inserted himself
directly into trade talks with
Japanese officials, a sign of the high

stakes for the United States after its tariffs
rattled the economy and caused the
administration to assure the public that it
would quickly reach deals.

The Republican president attended the
meeting alongside Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick, top economic advisers
with a central role in his trade and tariff
policies.

“Hopefully something can be worked
out which is good (GREAT!) for Japan and
the USA!” Trump wrote in a social media
post ahead of the meeting.

Afterward, he posted: “A Great Honour
to have just met with the Japanese
Delegation on Trade. Big Progress!”

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba
told reporters Thursday in Tokyo that his
chief trade negotiator, Ryosei Akazawa,
told him from Washington that the talks
were “very candid and constructive.”

“Of course the talks are not easy, but
President Trump stated his intention to
make this negotiation a top priority,”
Ishiba said. “I believe we had talks that lead
to a next step.”

Ishiba said he will closely watch how
ministerial talks go and plans to visit
Washington to meet with Trump at an
appropriate time. 

Trump’s choice to get directly involved
in negotiations points to his desire to
quickly finalise a slew of trade deals as
China is pursuing its own set of agree-
ments. It’s an open test of Trump’s repu-
tation as a dealmaker as countries around
the world seek to limit the potential dam-
age unleashed by his import taxes.

The sweeping tariffs that Trump
announced on April 2 triggered panic in
the financial markets and generated reces-
sion fears, causing the US president to
quickly put a partial 90-day hold on the
import taxes and increase his already steep
tariffs against China to as much as 145per
cent.

The pause temporarily spared Japan
from 24per cent across-the-board tariffs,
but there continues to be a 10per cent base-
line tariff and a 25per cent tax on import-

ed cars, auto parts, steel and aluminum
exports.

With Japan charging an average tax rate
of 1.9 per cent on other countries’ goods
and having a longstanding alliance with the
US, the talks on Wednesday are a crucial
indicator of whether the Trump adminis-
tration can achieve a meaningful deal that
reassures the markets, American voters
and foreign allies.

US economic rival China, meanwhile,
is trying to capitalise on the turmoil around
Trump’s announcements, with its leader,
President Xi Jinping, touring nations of
Southeast Asia and promoting his coun-
try as a more reliable trade partner.

Japan is among the first countries to start
open negotiations with the US Trump and
other administration officials have said the
phones have been “ringing off the hook”
with dozens of countries calling, eager to
strike deals with a president who views
himself as a master negotiator to avoid tar-
iffs when the 90-day pause ends.

Israel and Vietnam have offered to zero
out their tariff rates, but Trump has been
noncommittal as to whether that would be
sufficient. On Thursday, Trump is sched-
uled to meet with Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, who will likely be carry-
ing messages on behalf of the European
Union about how to resolve the tariffs
Trump placed on the 27-state group.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Deir Al-Balah
(Gaza Strip)

Israeli strikes on the Gaza Strip
overnight into Thursday killed at least
23 people, including a family of 10,

local health officials said. 
The United Nations meanwhile raised

alarm over the mounting impact of Israel’s
six-week-old blockade preventing all food
and other supplies from entering the ter-
ritory. Israel ended its ceasefire with
Hamas last month and renewed its bom-
bardment, killing hundreds of people and
seizing large parts of the territory to pres-
sure the militants to accept changes to the
agreement.

A strike in the southern city of Khan
Younis killed five children, four women
and a man from the same family, all of
whom suffered severe burns, according to
Nasser Hospital, which received the bod-
ies. Strikes in northern Gaza killed 13 peo-
ple, including nine children, according to
the Indonesian Hospital. The Israeli mil-
itary says it tries to avoid harming civil-
ians and blames their deaths on Hamas
because it operates in residential areas.
There was no immediate comment on the
latest strikes.

The UN humanitarian office, known as
OCHA, said that almost all of Gaza’s more
than 2 million people now rely for food on
the only 1 million prepared meals pro-
duced daily by charity kitchens support-
ed by aid groups.

Other food distribution programmes
have shut down for lack of supplies, and
the UN and other aid groups have been
sending their remaining stocks to the char-
ity kitchens. The only other way to get food
in Gaza is from markets. But most cannot
afford to buy there because of spiralling
prices and widespread shortages, meaning
humanitarian aid is the primary food
source for 80 per cent of the population,
the World Food Programme said in its
monthly report for April on Gaza’s mar-
kets. “The Gaza Strip is now likely facing
the worst humanitarian crisis in the 18
months since the escalation of hostilities
in October 2023,” OCHA said.

Most people in Gaza are now down to
one meal a day, said Shaina Low, a

spokesperson for the Norwegian Refugee
Council. “It’s far lower than what is need-
ed,” she said. Water is also growing scarce,
with Palestinians standing in long lines to
fill jerry cans from trucks. Omar Shatat,
an official with a local water utility, said
people are down to six or seven litres per
day, well below the amount the UN esti-
mates is needed to meet basic needs.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz said
Wednesday that preventing humanitarian
aid is one of the “central pressure tactics”
used against Hamas, which Israel accus-
es of siphoning off aid to maintain its rule.

Israel is demanding that Hamas release
more hostages at the start of any new cease-
fire and ultimately agree to disarm and
leave the territory. Katz said that even after-
ward Israel will continue to occupy large
“security zones” inside Gaza.

Hamas is currently holding 59 hostages,
24 of whom are believed to be alive. It says
it will only return them in exchange for the
release of more Palestinian prisoners, a full
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and a lasting
truce, as called for in the now-defunct cease-
fire agreement reached earlier this year.
Hani Almadhoun, co-founder of Gaza

Soup Kitchen, said his kitchen has food for
about three more weeks. “But food is loose-
ly defined. We have pasta and rice but noth-
ing much beyond that. No fresh produce.
There is no chicken or beef. The only thing
we have is canned meat,” he said. He said
15-20 per cent of the people who come to
his kitchen for food leave empty-handed.

The war began when Hamas-led mili-
tants attacked southern Israel on October
7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, and abducting 251. Most of the
hostages have since been released in
ceasefire agreements or other deals. Israel
has rescued eight and recovered dozens of
bodies. Israel’s offensive has killed over
51,000 Palestinians, mostly women and
children, according to the Gaza Health
Ministry, which does not say how many
of the dead were civilians or combatants.
Israel says it has killed around 20,000 mil-
itants, without providing evidence.

The war has destroyed vast parts of Gaza
and most of its food production capabil-
ities. The war has displaced around 90 per
cent of the population, with hundreds of
thousands of people living in tent camps
and bombed-out buildings.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dhaka

Bangladesh and Pakistan on
Thursday held a foreign secretary-
level Foreign Office Consultation

here after a gap of nearly 15 years and
discussed the entire range of bilateral
issues focusing on trade ties.

The meeting took place days ahead
of Pakistan’s Deputy PM and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar’s visit to Dhaka.
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Jashim
Uddin and Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary
Amna Baloch led their respective sides
during the Foreign Office Consultation
held at the state guest house Padma,
state-run news agency Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha said. During the
meeting, the two sides discussed the
entire range of bilateral issues between
the two nations, the BSS said.

Baloch, who arrived here on
Wednesday, is scheduled to pay cour-
tesy calls on Chief Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus and Foreign Affairs
Adviser Touhid Hossain later in the day.

The last FOC between Bangladesh
and Pakistan was held in 2010. Dar’s
scheduled visit to Dhaka later this
month, will be the maiden visit to
Bangladesh since 2012.

Trump joins tariff talks with Japan
as US seeks deals amid trade wars

India-UK Defence group agrees
to enhance collaboration

Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh and his British
counterpart David Williams 
co-chaired the dialogue, 
aimed at deepening bilateral
defence cooperation

Officials initially on Monday
identified Rome as hosting the
negotiations, only for Iran to
insist early Tuesday they would
return to Oman

US threatens Harvard’s
foreign enrollment criteria

Bangladesh,
Pakistan 
hold talks
after 15 years

Iran confirms second round of nuclear
talks with United States set in Rome

Israeli strike kills family of 10 in Gaza 

China President Xi Jinping arrives in
Cambodia to wrap up 3-nation Asia tour
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Phnom Penh (Cambodia)

AChinese President Xi Jinping
arrived in Cambodia on Thursday
for a two-day state visit that serves

as an opportunity to further strengthen
already robust relations. The visit, Xi’s first
since 2016, will conclude a three-nation
Southeast Asian tour that included stops
in Vietnam and Malaysia. China has been
increasing its influence in the region over
the past decade, largely by exercising its
substantial economic leverage.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet recently described Beijing as “an
important and indispensable friend of
Cambodia that has helped support the
country’s economic and social develop-
ment.” Xi was formally greeted at the air-
port in Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh
by head of state King Norodom Sihamoni.
During his visit, Xi is also scheduled to
meet Prime Minister Hun Manet and
Senate President Hun Sen, who is Hun
Manet’s father and predecessor as prime
minister. In a statement at Phnom Penh
International Airport after his arrival on
his presidential aircraft, an American-
made Air China Boeing 747, Xi said he
was “delighted” to visit again.

“Cambodia is a priority in China’s
neighbourhood diplomacy. China will
unswervingly support Cambodia in
upholding strategic autonomy and in pur-

suing a development path suited to its
national conditions,” he said according to
a transcript of his remarks distributed by
the Chinese embassy. Trade will likely be
a major topic of Xi’s discussions in
Cambodia, which faces among the high-
est tariff rates proposed by Washington.
In addition to Trump’s universal 10 per
cent tariff, the country faces the threat of
a 49 per cent tax on exports to the US
once his 90-day pause expires.

In addition to discussions on strength-
ening bilateral ties and regional and inter-
national issues, several agreements are
expected to be signed on cooperation in

various sectors. In both countries, Xi
emphasised strengthening ties, particu-
larly in trade and investment, amid glob-
al economic uncertainties and the back-
drop of trade tensions with the United
States. He underscored the need to
oppose unilateralism and protectionism
and uphold the multilateral trading sys-
tem. China is presenting itself as a source
of stability and certainty as Southeast Asia
scrambles to respond to tariffs imposed
by US President Donald Trump, which
threaten the region export-oriented
economies whose largest markets are gen-
erally the United States.
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Gandhi’s bust unveiled in South Africa
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Johannesburg

Alarger-than-life bust of
Mahatma Gandhi has
been unveiled at the

Anglo-Boer War Museum in
the Free State province of South
Africa, where apartheid legis-
lation banned Indians for over
a century. The bust in bronze
by Padma Bhushan Awardee
Ram Vangi Sutar was donated
to the museum by the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations. 

It was unveiled on April 11
by Indian High Commissioner
Prabhat Kumar alongside a
documentary and a book on
the hitherto untold story of the
Indian involvement in the
Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902.
Until Nelson Mandela was
elected the first democratic

president of South Africa in
1994, the province previously
known as Orange Free State
debarred Indians by statute. 

Even those travelling
through the province to reach
the coastal city of Durban,
where their forebears first land-
ed as sugarcane farm inden-
tured labourers, had to secure
advance permits.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Electric cab-hailing platform
BluSmart remained non-opera-
tional on Thursday across Delhi-
NCR, Bengaluru, and Mumbai, as

the market regulator cracked down on its
co-founder over alleged misuse of funds
at an affiliated company.

BluSmart app, that offered more than
8,000 taxis in the three metros, stopped
taking bookings on Wednesday evening
and remained unoperational on Thursday
as well. The sudden suspension puts the
livelihood of thousands of drivers at risk
and has led to customers venting out their
frustration on social media.

The company, backed by BP Ventures
- an arm of the global energy giant BP -
did not immediately offer any comments
on the issue.

“We’ve decided to temporarily close
bookings on the BluSmart app,” the firm
said in an email to customers without giv-
ing any reasons.

Earlier this week, Sebi (securities and
exchange board of India) banned broth-
ers Anmol and Puneet Jaggi from the
stock market and ordered a forensic
investigation into their listed renewable
energy company Gensol. The investiga-
tion focuses on allegations that they
used funds intended for procuring elec-
tric vehicles to purchase luxury apart-
ments.

“I have almost 20K balance in BluSmart
and today morning got this mail that
BluSmart services are suspended. What is
this???When can get the refund of
BluSmart is getting closed,” said a cus-
tomer in a post on X on Wednesday and
attached the screenshot of the company’s
e-mail.

BluSmart in the e-mail assured to ini-
tiate a refund to customers within 90 days. 

“We truly appreciate your support.
While we strive to be back soon, we will
initiate a refund within 90 days if services
do not resume before that,” the e-mail said.

Another customer wrote on X: “I loved
BluSmart. More than the money in the

wallet, I am more concerned about dri-
ver partners who will be out of job until
the saga plays out...”

Meanwhile, Delhi Airport on Tuesday
evening issued a passenger advisory,
stating that “BluSmart has temporarily
suspended its operations at Delhi Airport”.

Apart from providing services in the
three Indian cities, BluSmart also offers
premium all-electric limousine services in
the UAE, which it launched last June.

The company, as on January 9, had a
fleet of over 8,500 electric vehicles and a
charging network of 5,800 stations across
50 hubs in Delhi-NCR and Bengaluru,
and was supported by 10,000-plus active
driver partners.

Sebi on Tuesday barred Gensol engi-
neering and promoters — Anmol Singh
Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi — from the

securities markets till further orders in a
fund diversion and governance lapses
case.

The regulator has also debarred Anmol
and Puneet Singh Jaggi from holding the
position of a director or key managerial
personnel in Gensol until further orders.

Further, the markets watchdog direct-
ed Gensol Engineering Ltd (GEL) to put
on hold the stock split announced by it.

The order came after the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) received
a complaint in June 2024 relating to the
manipulation of share price and diversion
of funds from GEL and thereafter start-
ed examining the matter. 

According to Sebi’s order, Gensol
Engineering secured a total of `977.75
crore in loans from IREDA and PFC, of
which `663.89 crore was meant specifi-

cally for the purchase of 6,400 electric
vehicles (EVs). EVs were procured by the
company and subsequently leased to
BluSmart, a related party.

However, in a response submitted to
Sebi in February, Gensol admitted that it
had procured only 4,704 EVs till date —
far less than 6,400 for which it had
received funding. 

This was corroborated by Go-Auto
Private Limited, the EV supplier, which
confirmed delivering 4,704 units to the
company for a total consideration of
`567.73 crore.

Given that Gensol was also required to
provide an additional 20 per cent equity
contribution, the total expected outlay for
the EVs was around ̀ 829.86 crore. By that
calculation, `262.13 crore remains unac-
counted for. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Shares of Gensol Engineering dropped
5 per cent on Thursday to hit the
lower circuit limit after Sebi barred the

firm and its promoters — Anmol Singh
Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi — from secu-
rities markets till further orders in a fund
diversion and governance lapses case.

The stock tanked 4.97 per cent to Rs
117.50 — its lower circuit limit as well as
record low — on the BSE.

At the NSE, it slumped 5 per cent to Rs
116.54 — the lowest trading permissible
limit for the day as well as an all-time low.

Shares of Gensol Engineering had tum-
bled 5 per cent to hit the lower circuit limit
on Wednesday as well.

From its 52-week high of ̀ 1,125.75, the
stock is now down 89.56 per cent.

The regulator has also debarred Anmol
and Puneet Singh Jaggi from holding the
position of a director or key managerial
personnel in Gensol until further orders.

Further, the markets watchdog direct-
ed Gensol Engineering Ltd (GEL) to put
on hold the stock split announced by it.

The order came after the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) received
a complaint in June 2024 relating to the
manipulation of share price and diversion
of funds from GEL and thereafter started
examining the matter.

In a 29-page interim order, Sebi said on
Tuesday, “The prima facie findings have
shown mis-utilisation and diversion of
funds of the company (GEL) in a fraudu-
lent manner by its promoter directors,
Anmol Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi,
who are also the direct beneficiaries of the
diverted funds”.

“The company has attempted to mislead
Sebi, the CRAs (credit rating agencies), the
lenders and the investors by submitting
forged conduct letters purportedly issued
by its lenders,” the regulator said.

Gensol Engineering is engaged in pro-
viding solar consulting services,
Engineering, Procurement and
Construction (EPC) services, leasing of
electric vehicles, etc.

Shares of the firm have been falling for
the seventh straight session on Thursday.

Gensol Engineering on Wednesday
said the company will fully cooperate with

the forensic audit to be conducted at the
behest of Sebi.

As directed in the interim order, Sebi
will appoint a forensic auditor to thorough-
ly examine the books of accounts of the
company and its related entities, Gensol
Engineering said in an exchange filing. 

Meanwhile, the company has informed
the stock exchange that its independent
director Arun Menon has resigned with
immediate effect. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Indian shrimp exporters are keeping
their fingers crossed as the US is set to
begin its review of anti-dumping and

countervailing duties on shrimp next
month, and are seeking Government
intervention to help secure relief amid stiff
global competition, industry experts say.

The exporters said that the formula of
the US to calculate these duties is incor-
rect, and the Indian Government should
take up the issues with them bilaterally, as
domestic traders are facing tough compe-
tition from Ecuador and Vietnam in the
American market.

“The US authorities consider India’s
RoDTEP and duty drawback schemes as
incentive schemes, which is not the case.
Both are WTO-compliant duty refund
schemes only,” Kolkata-based seafood
exporter and MD of Megaa Moda Yogesh
Gupta said.

He added that the US uses a ‘zeroing’
method to impose anti-dumping duty on
shrimp, which is not correct and needs to
be re-looked as it distorts the calculation
of the margin of dumping.

He said that exporters are concerned
and the Government should come forward
to support them by re-introducing the
Transport and Marketing Assistance

(TMA) scheme.
Through this, the United States is not

making a fair comparison between the
export price and the normal value, lead-
ing to distorted dumping margins.

Besides these duties, Indian shrimp
exporters face a 10 per cent baseline tar-
iff imposed by the US on April 2. Giving
a big relief, America has suspended the
additional 26 per cent duty on India.

Currently, Indian shrimp exports to the
US face an effective customs duty of 17.7
per cent, including 5.77 per cent in coun-
tervailing duties and 1.8 per cent in anti-
dumping duties. Seafood Exporters
Association of India Secretary General K
N Raghavan has recently urged the
Government to focus on securing a “level-
playing field” for the country’s seafood
exports during upcoming trade talks
before the tariff pause expires.

Another exporter said Ecuador is India’s

biggest competitor in the sector, as it faces
lower duties and enjoys a major advantage
in shipping due to its proximity to the US
market.

Odisha-based exporter Rajen Padhi
said the anti-dumping duty has been in
place for two decades, and it’s time the US
sets a uniform rate for India.

“As per an international agreement, no
taxes should be exported. So now we can
convince the US that the RoDTEP
(Remission of Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products) scheme is not an
incentive scheme as we have a mechanism
in place to do the verification,” said Padhi,
Commercial Director, B One Business
House Pvt Ltd.

The US is the largest market for the
domestic shrimp industry. Out of India’s
total shrimp exports, the country ships 40
per cent to America.

Ecuador and Indonesia are major com-
petitors of the domestic exporters in the
US market. There are around 1 lakh
shrimp farms in India, most of which are
in Andhra Pradesh.

The export of frozen shrimps during
2023-24 was 7,16,004 tonnes. The US
imported 2,97,571 tonnes last fiscal year,
followed by China (1,48,483 tonnes), the
European Union (89,697 tonnes), and
Japan (35,906 tonnes). 

Shrimp exporters seek Government
intervention as Tariffs stir uncertanity

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
surged nearly 2 per cent on Thursday,
registering their fourth day of rally, as

investors turned buoyant after foreign
investors returned to domestic equities amid
expectations of a breakthrough in US-Japan
trade negotiations over reciprocal tariffs. 

The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 1,508.91 points or 1.96 per cent to
reclaim the 78,000 level. It finally settled at
78,553.20. During the day, it soared 1,572.48
points or 2.04 per cent to 78,616.77. The
NSE Nifty surged 414.45 points or 1.77 per
cent to 23,851.65.

From the Sensex firms, Eternal, ICICI
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Sun Pharma, State Bank
of India, Bajaj Finserv, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Reliance Industries were among
the biggest gainers. Tech Mahindra and
Maruti were the laggards.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs 3,936.42 crore on
Wednesday, according to exchange data. On
Tuesday, FIIs bought equities for Rs 6,065.78
crore. 

In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi
index, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225, Shanghai SSE
Composite index and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng settled higher.

European markets were trading in the

negative territory. US markets ended sig-
nificantly lower on Wednesday.

The US and Japan are currently holding
trade talks over reciprocal tariffs, with an
aim to strike a deal soon.

“A strong rally in large-cap stocks was
observed today, primarily driven by finan-
cials, amid expectations of improved mar-
gins stemming from changes in savings
deposit interest rates. Positive sentiment was
further supported by a reversal in FII flows,
although the sustainability of this trend
remains uncertain. 

“Nonetheless, optimism surrounding
the domestic market persists, bolstered by
the expectation of a favourable outcome
from US-India trade negotiations and a rel-
atively minimal disruption from the US-
China trade tensions. Additionally, a mod-
erating inflation trajectory towards more
comfortable levels is further enhancing mar-
ket sentiment,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments Limited, said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Campa Cola, the soft drinks brand
owned by Reliance Consumer
Products Ltd, the FMCG arm of

Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries,
will open a new bottling plant in Bihar.

According to reports, Reliance
Consumer Products Ltd (RCPL)-owned
brand will have a new plant on 35 acres of
land in the Begusarai district of Bihar,
where it will invest around Rs 1,000
crore. Confirming the development, the
state Government’s agency, Bihar Industrial
Area Development Authority (BIADA)
through a post on social media platform
‘X’ informed that the plot has been allot-
ted to EPIC Agro Product Ltd, a compa-
ny that produces and distributes Campa
Cola.

The upcoming facility will integrate both
bottling and manufacturing operations.
This marks a significant milestone in
Campa Cola’s aggressive growth strategy,
with a sharp focus on expanding its foot-
print in eastern and northeastern India.

The move comes just two months after
the launch of a similar plant in Assam.

This year in February, RCPL inaugurat-
ed a new plant in Guwahati, Assam,
strengthening the presence of Campa
Cola in Northeast India.

Reliance, which has entered into the fast-
growing beverage market in August 2022
after acquiring Campa Cola, is expanding
its presence across the country by setting
up required infrastructure as supply chain,
logistics network and bottling plants.

Campa, which is directly competing
with Coca-Cola and PepsiCo, leading play-
ers in the cola segment, has disrupted the
segment with its aggressive pricing and
higher margin to retailers. It has forced
players to reduce prices in the select mar-
kets where it is available.

On January 16, in its Q3 results,
Reliance, which has ambitions to become
a relevant player into the FMCG segment,
said its Campa brand is projected to cross
Rs 1,000 crore turnover in FY25.

Commenting on the development,
Nuvama Institutional Equities Executive
Director (Research) Abneesh Roy said this
indicates Campa is now getting more
aggressive in the eastern and northeastern
parts of the country.

“ We expect these investments to con-
tinue and expect that eventually Campa
will have a pan-India manufacturing and
distribution presence,” he said.

Under the Campa brand, RCPL has
launched a range of beverage variants
including cola, orange, lemon, and ener-
gy drinks.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Hyderabad

The official `Telangana Rising’ dele-
gation led by Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy visited the head-

quarters of Sony Corporation in Japan on
Thursday, according to a Press release by
the Telangana Congress.

Officers of the Sony Corporation show-
cased several new initiatives at Sony, and
detailed their workings, including new
products, to the delegation. The delegation
also held detailed discussions on the ani-
mation subsidiary of the company,
Crunchyroll.

The delegation explained the strengths
of Hyderabad in the animation, VfX and
Gaming sectors. Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy outlined his vision on the setting
up of a modern film city, which would have
the capability of end-to-end production,
said the release. 

On the first day of the visit, Reddy met
senior leadership of Marubeni
Corporation, a leading Japanese industri-
al conglomerate with interests in energy,
transport, real estate, industrial infra,
metals, medical services, trading etc., in
Tokyo.

Following discussions, Marubeni Corp
conveyed their interest to establish a
state-of-the-art next generation industri-
al park in the Future City and both sides

signed and exchanged a Letter of Intent
(LoI).

With a proposed initial investment of Rs
1,000 crore, a world-class, next-generation

industrial park will be developed in 600
acres in a phase-wise manner in the
Future City.

The industrial park will be dedicated for
Japanese companies and other multina-
tional companies to set up their manufac-
turing plants in Hyderabad and will
attract major investments of over Rs 5,000
crore.

Telangana has emerged as a preferred
investment destination due to its progres-
sive policies, robust infrastructure, and
focus on fostering innovation. The state
attracts global leaders, reinforcing its rep-
utation as a leading hub for manufactur-
ing.

Speaking on the occasion and welcom-
ing Marubeni to the Future City being
developed in Hyderabad, Reddy, said, “The
Marubeni industrial park will be among
the first of its kind to be developed in the
proposed ‘Future City’. It is expected to cre-
ate 30,000 direct and indirect jobs, enrich-
ing livelihoods and enhancing the skill
ecosystem in Telangana.”

Welcoming the Chief Minister and the
delegation to Japan, Dai Sakakura,
Executive Officer and COO, Next
Generation Business, Marubeni, said, “We
are delighted after listening to CM Revanth
Reddy’s vision for Telangana and
Hyderabad, and wish to be amongst the
earliest to explore possibilities there.”

BluSmart cab services suspended
in Bengaluru, Mumbai, Delhi-NCR

Gensol hits circuit limit as
investors dump stock

The US is not making a fair
comparison between the export
price and the normal value,
leading to distorted dumping
margins. Besides these duties,
Indian shrimp exporters face a
10 per cent baseline tariff

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
3,936.42 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data. On
Tuesday, FIIs bought equities
for Rs 6,065.78 crore

GENSOL ENGINEERING
DIRECTOR RESIGNS
New Delhi: Gensol Engineering, the
beleaguered firm that came under market
regulator Sebi’s lens for fund diversions and
governance lapses, said that its independent
director Arun Menon has resigned with
immediate effect. 

In his resignation letter addressed to Anmol
Singh Jaggi, one of the promoters of the
company, Menon said, “There was growing
concern on the leveraging of GEL balance
sheet to fund the capex of other business’s;
and the sustainability of servicing such high
debt costs by GEL.” Menon’s resignation came
a day after Sebi on Tuesday barred Gensol
Engineering and its promoters — Anmol Singh
Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi — from the
securities markets till further orders in the fund
diversion and governance lapses case.

The markets watchdog also directed
Gensol Engineering Ltd (GEL) to put on hold
the stock split announced by it and
restrained the promoters from holding the
position of a director or a Key Managerial
Personnel in any listed firm.

The order came after the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) received a
complaint in June 2024 relating to the
manipulation of share price and diversion of
funds from GEL and thereafter started
examining the matter. Arun Menon has
tendered his resignation as the independent
director of the company, with immediate
effect, GEL said in a regulatory filing on
Wednesday. “Consequently, he shall also
cease to be a member of various committees
of the company,” it stated.

Menon has cited restrictions from his
present employer as well as “adding limited
value to the company” as reasons for his
resignation. —PTI

‘Telangana Rising’ delegation visits
Sony headquarters in Japan

Markets surge for 4th day,
Sensex reclaims 78k-level

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The rupee strengthened for the
fourth consecutive session and
closed 27 paise higher at 85.37

(provisional) against the US dollar on
Thursday, hitting the April 3 closing level,
on the back of foreign fund inflows in
domestic equities and broad weakness in
the greenback.

The unit has pared all its losses since
April 2, when US President Donald
Trump announced sweeping reciprocal
tariffs on multiple countries. On April 2,
the rupee was quoted at 85.52 against the
US dollar.

According to forex traders, a positive
trend in domestic equities following a
reprieve from the US tariffs boosted over-
all investor sentiment even though some
recovery in crude prices weighed down
on the Indian currency.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 85.48 and moved
between the high of 85.31 and the low of
85.62 against the greenback during intra-
day. The unit ended the session at 85.37
(provisional) against the dollar, logging
a gain of 27 paise from its previous clos-
ing level.

The rupee closed Wednesday’s session
with a gain of 16 paise at 85.64 against the

dollar.
In the preceding four sessions, the

Indian currency has added 131 paise, or
over 1.5 per cent, since its April 9 clos-
ing mark of 86.68 against the greenback.

Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst at
Mirae Asset Sharekhan, said the rupee
gained on surge in the domestic equities
and FII inflows.

However, importer buying of dollars
and recovery in crude oil prices may cap
sharp gains, he said, adding “Traders may
take cues from weekly unemployment
claims and housing data from the US.
USD-INR spot price is expected to trade
in a range of 85.20 to 85.70.”

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was trading mar-
ginally higher by 0.10 per cent at 99.24.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,
rose 0.88 per cent to $ 66.43 per barrel in
futures trade.

In the domestic equity market, the 30-
share BSE Sensex surged 1,508.91 points
or 1.96 per cent to settle at 78,553.20,
while the Nifty climbed 414.45 points or
1.77 per cent to 23,851.65.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs 3,936.42 crore
on a net basis on Wednesday, according
to exchange data. 

Rupee ends 27 paise up
at 85.37 against US dollar

Campa Cola to open new
bottling plant in Bihar

FILE PHOTO



HIDDEN STORIES
A Saint, A Folk Tale and Other
Stories by Rana Safvi is a
captivating exploration of
India’s lesser-known
monuments. In this book,
author guides readers beyond
the typical tourist spots to
uncover hidden sites rich in
history, poetry, and
architecture. From the secret
whispers of Khusrau Bagh to
the forgotten resting places of
queens, the book brings to
light the stories embedded in
these often-overlooked corners
of India. Safvi’s engaging
narrative invites us to rediscover
these architectural treasures,
urging us to protect and
preserve the silent monuments that hold the key to our cultural
heritage. Through her writing, author connects the past with the
present, offering a deep appreciation for the richness of India.
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READS
APRIL

Book: Stop People Pleasing
Author: Chase Hill

Publisher: Rupa
Price: `195

Book: Lovestruck and Confused
Author: Harini Srinivasan

Publisher: Om Books
International
Price: `250

Book: India’s Internal Security
Author: Pushpita Das

Publisher: Pentagon press 
Price: `1295

Book: The Rise of the Hitman
Author: R Kaushik

Publisher: Rupa
Price: `595

Sigma Woman is a candid and
quietly compelling memoir
that chronicles the journey of

Sangeeta Gupta — a woman who
has lived many lives, each shaped by
courage, creativity, and conviction.
A bureaucrat, poet, artist, and film-
maker, Gupta offers her story not as
a retrospective of accolades, but as
an exploration of selfhood, strength,
and solitude.

The book spans 350 pages and
reads like an unfolding of a life
where each chapter reflects a choice-
to stay true to oneself despite odds,
to pursue passions beyond profes-
sional boundaries, and to rebuild
after every fall. It presents her expe-
riences across the corridors of power
and the world of art, all woven
together by an underlying spirit of
quiet rebellion and inner clarity.

At its centre is the idea of the
‘Sigma woman’ — a personality that
thrives outside traditional hierar-
chies. She is not defined by how the
world sees her, but by how she sees
herself. “Failures and adversity have
not broken me,” Gupta writes. “I’ve
faced them with courage and grit
and always bounced back.” This
sense of resilience is not worn like
a badge but flows through the nar-
rative with understated strength.

Gupta reflects on how her life has
been shaped by interactions with
people, travels to distant places, and
long periods of solitude. These
weren’t grand epiphanies, but
moments that mirrored her evolv-
ing sense of identity. She doesn’t
claim to have all the answers, but
her journey offers insights into
how one can stay grounded and
grow simultaneously.

Sigma Woman speaks particular-
ly to readers standing at life’s cross-
roads, those asking questions about
who they are and where they’re
headed. The memoir doesn’t preach
or promise transformation. Instead,
it provides companionship, a voice

that understands the doubts, hon-
ours the struggles, and encourages
the reader to keep moving forward
with quiet determination.

What makes the book stand
apart is its honesty. Gupta doesn’t
position herself as a hero. She pre-
sents herself as someone who kept
going, learned along the way, and
continues to evolve. There’s a gen-
erosity in the way she shares her
story, not to impress, but to connect.

In a world crowded with noise,
Sigma Woman is a rare offering,
thoughtful, authentic, and deeply
human. It reminds us that the jour-
ney inward can be the most pow-
erful one of all, and that sometimes,
the quietest voices carry the
strongest messages.

The book is a celebration of the
power that lies in embracing one’s
own story, without trying to fit into
the moulds imposed by society. 

It’s a call for readers to carve out
their own spaces, trust in their
instincts, and have the courage 
to lead a life that is unapologetical-
ly theirs. 

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Sigma Women

Author: Sangeeta Gupta
Publisher: Prithvi Fine Art and

Cultural Centre Delhi
Price: `600/-

NEW LAUNCH

Quietly, She Changed
Everything

Books open pathways to
the past. They illumi-
nate what lies behind
walls, under domes,

and within the foundations of a
civilisation. In a country as layered

as India, where history reveals itself
not only in palaces and temples, 

but in the everyday architecture of
towns and villages, literature becomes
one of the most powerful ways to con-
nect with heritage.

In an ever-changing world, where
globalisation often threatens to overshad-
ow local traditions and histories, World
Heritage Day calls for a moment of
reflection. It encourages us to ask: how
can we preserve the soul of a civilisation
when it is often reduced to fleeting
images on a screen or lost amidst urban
development? Books, however, have
always been powerful guardians of our
heritage. They are the silent keepers 
of our collective memory. Through 
the pages of books, the world’s diverse
heritage — from the awe-inspiring

architecture of ancient cities to the for-
gotten melodies of indigenous tribes —
continues to live on. Let’s explore a few
remarkable books that have dedicated
themselves to preserving the essence of
our world’s heritage:

Lost Kingdoms of Africa by Gus
Casely — Hayford’s is a stunning 
exploration of Africa’s forgotten king-
doms, those that flourished long before
colonial powers arrived on the continent.
This book is a  reclamation of it. Casely-
Hayford delves into the hidden 
histories of powerful kingdoms that
were once central to global trade, culture,
and politics. 

Care and Administration of Heritage
Monuments in India by Dhirendra
Kumar Pant is a revelation. This book vol-
ume is an academic chronicle and a story
of awakening. Drawing deeply from the
archives of British India, Pant traces a fas-
cinating evolution: from the neglect of
monuments to the shaping of a definitive
policy under the East India Company and
later the British Crown. Why did the

British feel compelled to pre-
serve India’s monuments? Was it
genuine admiration, administra-
tive necessity, or a political move to
legitimise their rule?  

The Heritage Sites of Gujarat: A
Gazetteer by Sanjay Deshpande,
Shweta Sinha Deshpande and Vasant
Shinde is a treasure map in every sense.
From the earliest Stone Age settlements
to the grand urban centres of the
Harappan civilisation, Gujarat’s layered
history is presented through a carefully
curated lens. It goes beyond listing mon-
uments; it tells the story of a land that was
never on the periphery but at the heart
of India’s cultural and political landscape.

A History of the World in 100 Objects
by Neil MacGregor is a work that rede-
fines how we understand history.
Through 100 carefully selected objects,
author traces the journey of human civil-
isation across continents and epochs.
Each objects, whether a coin, a sculp-
ture, or a tool, tells a story of human
endeavour, creativity, and survival. 

There are certain institutions across
the world the names of which
arouse in the mind a sense of

respect and dignity. Pan Am, BOAC,
Qantas, international airlines head-
quartered in the US, Britain and
Australia are known for safety, securi-
ty, punctuality and courteousness to the
customers. Automobile giants like
General Motors, Chrysler, Ford,
Mercedes-Benz, and Rolls-Royce too
evoke adulation. These feelings are
rooted in decades of immaculate track
record. Such institutions with top glob-
al ratings are very few in India. The
licence-permit raj in vogue from 1947
to 1998 had blown out the spirit of entre-
preneurship from the minds of Indians.
“Chalta hai” was the hallmark of the
country’s average citizen. 

Despite these shortcomings, there are
few institutions based in India which
have done the country proud. All India
Radio is one such organisation respected all
over the world for its credibility, clarity and
reliability. All India Radio, the Hindi name
of which is Akashvani, is the voice of India
and is the largest radio network in the world.
What started as a broadcast of a small music
programme from Bombay in November
1922 underwent many transformations
over the decades and has become the
nation’s pride.

The history of Akashvani is not without
blemishes. The days of internal emergency
(June 1975-March 1977) saw the reputation
of Akashvani suffering a setback thanks to
the craving by the then Prime Minister to
somehow hang on to office. The AIR net-
work earned the not-so-good reputation as
IndiraVani, as the news, fea-
tures and even cultural pro-
grammes aired by it were
paeans in honour of Indira
Gandhi. I do remember a
radio commentator by
name Ravi Chaturvedi
weeping during the live
commentary of the 1975-
76 cricket Test match
between India and West
Indies which was won by
India. The whole cricket
fraternity who were tuned

in to the radio listened to Chaturvedi
attributing India’s victory to the Twenty Point
Programme and Five Point Programme ini-
tiated by Indira Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi
respectively.

For the first time in the history of
Akashvani, a book Akashvani: A Century
of Stories from AIR has hit
book shelves across India.
The book is authored by
Vikrant Pande and Neelesh
Kulkarni. Vikrant Pande shot
into fame through Shivaji:
The Great Maratha, a
translation of Ranjit
Desai’s Marathi novel

Shriman Yogi. It was a great literary work
and Pande’s translation was of top quality.
He has not let the readers down and has
opened a window to the world of India’s
radio broadcasting. Dr Ranjit Nair, a physi-
cist working at Cambridge University, came
across scientific papers authored by Prof J

C Bose which stated that
the latter had held public
demonstrations of radio 
in November 1895, much
before Marconi entered the
field. Prof Bose never liked

the idea of selling 
his innovation for 
personal gains and
wanted the radio to
benefit humanity.
During the sesquicen-
tennial event held at
Cambridge University,
invited scientists from
all five continents
described Prof Bose as
a scientist who
thought much ahead
of his times, said Prof
Nair who was one of
the lead organisers of
the event. In a subcon-
tinent like India, the

state-owned AIR is beaming
myriad programmes catering
to the tastes and require-
ments of the population.
Akashvani has played a
major role in popularising
the folklores and tribal music
which are aired as Lok
Sangeet. The National
Programme of Music featur-
ing Hindustani, Carnatic and
Rabindra Sangeet has
become an essential ingredi-
ent in daily life. The archives
of AIR are a repertoire of pre-
sentations by the Great
Masters.

This is said to be the
world’s biggest collection of
music recordings. The Farm
and Home programmes
(Krishi Darshan) of AIR have
survived the test of time,

while private operators are yet to tap this sig-
nificant segment. The Green Revolution that
elevated India to be a country that exports
foodgrains has been supplemented to a great
extent by the Farm and Home programmes.
As the saying goes, a rut has set in the way
Akashvani is functioning. It is time for
rebooting the radio in tune with the changed
times. Mann Ki Baat, the monthly pro-
gramme aired by AIR in which the PM
shares with listeners various topics, proves
that radio is here to stay.

What Akashvani lacks is an exclusive
national channel broadcasting round-the-
clock news, music, newsreels, discussions
and debates. Though there is a medium wave
relay station at Nagpur, the programmes
broadcast through this transmitter are hard-
ly audible outside Maharashtra. The launch-
ing of a channel exclusively for news and cur-
rent affairs should be given top priority. An
institution with the motto “Bahujan Hitaya:
Bahujan Sukhaya” can easily set up a two-
channel system. Kudos to Pande and
Kulkarni for this work which is a must-read
for all those who are associated with mass
media. I still remember the care with which
AIR engineers set their clock in sync with
the master clock maintained in New Delhi
AIR at 4 PM every day for accuracy and
sharpness.

This book explores Akashvani’s rich legacy, highlighting its cultural and informational impact, says KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

A Century of India’s voice and Cultural Impact

Books that Celebrate

Books provide an immersive journey into monuments,
linking the past with the present, says SAKSHI PRIYA

A Saint, A Folk Tale and
Other Stories 

Author: Rana Safvi
Publisher: Rupa

Price: `295

HISTORIAN CRAFT
Few historians write about
ancient India with the clarity,
depth, and courage that
Upinder Singh brings to this
remarkable volume. Ancient
India: Culture of
Contradictions is not content
to simply recount dynasties
and dates — it dares to
question, to examine the
paradoxes that shaped an
entire civilisation.

Author explores
contradictions that defined
ancient Indian life, between
desire and detachment,
devotion and discrimination,
peace and power. Drawing from
religious texts, inscriptions, plays, and archaeology, Singh
paints a picture of ancient India that is intellectually rich and
morally complex. The monuments and material are sites of
debate and dialogue, alive with meaning even today.

Ancient India
Author: Upinder Singh 

Publisher: Rupa 
Price: `789/-

LIVING HISTORY
Other works take a broader
view of heritage, tracing its
influence through both time
and space. A New History of
India by Rudrangshu
Mukherjee, Shobita Punja,
and Toby Sinclair provides a
sweeping narrative that
stretches from prehistoric
settlements to modern-day
India. Through vivid
photographs and detailed
maps, the book brings India’s
complex civilisation to life,
highlighting its diverse society,
culture, and monumental
moments.

This remarkable work serves as
an invaluable guide to the history
of one of the world’s oldest and
most diverse nations, ensuring that we understand the
importance of safeguarding such a legacy for future generations.

A New History of India
Author: Rudrangshu
Mukherjee, Shobita

Punja, and Toby Sinclair 
Publisher: Rupa
Price: `999/-

HERTIAGE MOSAIC
Taking a more localised yet
lively approach is H for
Heritage: Mumbai by Fiona
Fernandez. Through an
engaging A-to-Z format, this
book criss-crosses Mumbai
and its suburbs, uncovering a
treasure trove of forgotten
facts, curious anecdotes, and
urban legends. Fernandez
blends humour and research
to celebrate Mumbai’s layered
past — from colonial
architecture and Art Deco
façades to unsung
neighbourhoods and civic
champions. Illustrated by
Sumedha Sah, the book brings
heritage to young and old
readers alike, making the city’s landmarks and lesser-known
sites vivid and memorable. Its part travelogue, part trivia, and
wholly a love letter to a city bursting with character.

H for Heritage: Mumbai
Author: Fiona Fernandez
Publisher: HarperCollins 

Price: `499/-

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Akashvani 

Author: Thomas Mathew 
Publisher: HarperCollins 

Price: `399/-
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Barcelona

Thibaut Courtois watched from the
other end of the pitch as Real Madrid’s
forwards took turns crashing against

the Arsenal defense.
Courtois had done his part by stopping a

penalty. But Kylian Mbappé’s best shot sailed
high and wide. Rodrygo’s dribbles got him
nowhere, and Vinícius needed a defensive
blunder to take Madrid’s sole goal of a 5-1
aggregate defeat in the Champions League
quarterfinals.

“Sometimes you have to be self-critical and
have a good look at everything,” the Belgian
goalkeeper said after the 2-1 home loss to
Arsenal midweek.

“Maybe we need to make more team moves
and not so many individual ones, because if
they double-mark Vini or Mbappé they can
break it once, but not three, four or five
times,” Courtois said. “We can’t always rely
on one of our four attacking players dribbling
past three defenders and scoring a great goal,
we have to attack and defend better as a
team.”

Exiting from the competition it has won
five times in the last decade was not what
Madrid expected when it added Mbappé to
a squad that was coming off a record 15th
European Cup and Spanish league title last
season.

The France captain has scored a glut of
goals in his first season with Madrid but
failed to come up big in the biggest games,
including two lopsided losses to Barcelona.
Jeers were heard for Mbappé when he
limped off the field on Wednesday with a hurt
right ankle.

The hard truth is that the team has played
worse with him on board. Madrid has had
injuries in defense and it lost midfielder Toni
Kroos to retirement but its attack has failed
to click, with Mbappé having to adapt to a
central striker role as Vinícius’ production
dropped.

Courtois even called into question the
range of attacking options for a squad that
also counted on Endrick and Brahim Díaz as

sparks off the bench. The goalie said Madrid
was missing the tall, big striker who could
win balls in the box like Joselu Mato, who
scored critical goals in last season’s
Champions League. 

“It was difficult to find openings and we
had little success. We were also unlucky with
balls into the box. This year we don’t have a
Joselu who can win those duels,” Courtois
said. “Now we have to analyze what we can
do better because we still have the (Spanish)
league, the final of the Copa del Rey and the
Club World Cup, and we want to get every-
thing right.”

Athletic Bilbao up next in La Liga There
will be little let up for Madrid with a strong
Athletic Bilbao arriving on Sunday aiming to
dig into the wound left by Arsenal.

Madrid must try to overhaul a four-point
deficit to Barcelona in La Liga as it tries to
salvage the season by defending its domes-
tic title. 

Madrid could be facing a seven-point gap
with Barcelona by kickoff, if the front-run-
ner beats Celta Vigo at home on Saturday.
Madrid will also face Barcelona in the Copa
del Rey final next week, but coach Carlo
Ancelotti will likely also need his team to
retain the league crown to keep his job. 

The Italian manager admitted his future
was in doubt after his team was outplayed by
Arsenal, while also attempting to dampen
speculation.

“I’m only thinking about preparing for the
next game to stay in the fight for the league
title and try to win the Copa del Rey,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

India’s Test and ODI captain Rohit Sharma is set to be
the ambassador of T20 Mumbai League with the MCA
expressing hope that the city’s other stars such as

Shreyas Iyer and Suryakumar Yadav will make themselves
available for the event that was halted owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic after two editions.

The league was held in 2018 and 2019 before the pan-
demic led to its suspension. Rohit has retired from T20
Internationals but continues to play in the IPL.

Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, Ajinkya Rahane,
Shivam Dube, Tushar Deshpande and Prithvi Shaw are
some of the popular Mumbai players. Test opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal moved to Goa a few days ago.

Most of them are busy with their IPL commitments
right now. The MCA (Mumbai Cricket Association) event
will not start before the IPL’s conclusion on May 25.

“We have not made it mandatory for them to play but
we strongly expect them to play in the T20 Mumbai
League. Their participation will only help Mumbai crick-
et grow, and benefit the players and the league,” an MCA

official told media. Rohit will be present at an event to
announce the league here on Friday. It is also learnt that
the MCA is contemplating a pay of ̀ 15 lakh each for the
“icon players” in the competition.

The MCA has received more than 2,800 entries for the
event. The tournament will comprise eight teams with two
new sides to be announced soon.

The other six teams are North Mumbai Panthers, ARCS
Andheri, Triumph Knights Mumbai North East, Namo
Bandra Blasters, Eagle Thane Strikers and Aakash Tigers
Mumbai Western Suburbs. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Indian cricket team’s assistant
coach Abhishek Nayar has been
sacked just eight months into the
assignment amid speculation of a

rift with a high-profile member of the sup-
port staff even though Test debacles
against New Zealand and Australia are
being cited as the reason for his ouster.

If board sources are to be believed,
Nayar has already been intimated of the
BCCI’s decision to part ways with him.

“While India’s recent Test debacles
(against New Zealand and Australia) has
led to the churning but there is also a feel-
ing in the BCCI that Nayar became a
scapegoat in the turf war between an
important member of the support staff and
a senior star player,” a BCCI source told
media. Fielding coach T Dilip, and
Strength and Conditioning coach Soham
Desai are also on their way out after com-
pleting more than three years in their
respective positions.

The new Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) of the BCCI has capped the support
staff ’s tenure at three years.

It is learnt that India’s first ever Strength
and Conditioning coach Adrian Le Roux
is likely to return for a second stint. The
South African is widely credited for ush-
ering in a new fitness culture in the then
Sourav Ganguly-led Indian team during

the 2003 World Cup. BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia, when contacted by media,
chose to sidestep the query. 

“Certain things are being finalised. You
will receive a press note from BCCI in
some days,” Saikia said when asked about
the development.

The 41-year-old Nayar, a former all-

rounder who played three ODIs but was
largely a domestic stalwart with 103 first-
class games, didn’t respond to a text mes-
sage sent by media. His presence deemed
“counter-productive”

It is learnt that Nayar’s removal was on
the cards after Sitanshu Kotak was added
to the Indian team’s support staff as an

additional batting coach. “...Just after the
tour of Australia, there was a review meet-
ing conducted by the BCCI. The top offi-
cials of the board, including secretary
Devajit Saikia and vice-president Rajeev
Shukla, were present along with important
members associated with the Indian team,
and the national selectors,” the BCCI
source said.

“On the sidelines of the meeting, a pow-
erful member of the support staff
expressed his apprehensions about Nayar’s
presence and said how him being in the
dressing room is proving to be counter-
productive.

“While the BCCI didn’t act immediate-
ly but they brought in Kotak, the former
Saurashtra run-accumulator. It was a way
of side-lining Nayar during the Champions
Trophy,” the source added.

It is understood that Nayar was not the
first-choice assistant for head coach
Gautam Gambhir when the appointments
were finalised.

He was appointed to act as a bridge
between Gambhir and skipper Rohit
Sharma, with whom he has shared a close
friendship owing to their time together as
Mumbai teammates.

Nayar and Dilip have been the Indian
skipper’s “most trusted lieutenants” and it
is not known whether Rohit was kept in
the loop by the BCCI mandarins about
these decisions. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Delhi Capitals skipper Axar Patel
conceded that his team has strug-
gled with shaky starts with Jake

Fraser-McGurk yet to fire this season but
backed the Australian to be a game-chang-
er once he finds his rhythm.

The 23-year-old opener, who lit up the
tournament in his maiden season last year
with his power-hitting, has looked a shad-
ow of himself in this edition.

His ongoing struggles at the top contin-
ued in DC’s dramatic Super Over win
against Rajasthan Royals, as he perished
inside the Powerplay for the fifth time this
season.

“I have a different opinion. If you don’t
get a start, we are still doing well. So you
have that cushion that you can go from the
same team,” Axar told reporters on
Wednesday. “So I was thinking, the box
isn’t getting ticked but at the same time we
are winning and he is such a player, that
the day he gets going he will hand you the
match.”

I back myself: Axar on captaincy
As the IPL reaches its halfway stage, the

jovial all-rounder has emerged as the tour-
nament’s most successful captain, steering
his side to five wins in six games.

“I was captaining for state cricket, I know
what to do and what not to do. And when
you get a chance to run the team as you
want and play the way you want to play
then why not,” said Axar.

Axar, who has led his state side Gujarat
in 23 matches across formats, said he isn’t
one to lean heavily on analytics or pre-
scribed captaincy templates.

“I am doing what I think is right and not
following a template. I am backing myself.
I am not captaining for the first time. There
is planning, which is for my awareness that

what’s going on, how the other team is
playing. Obviously, sometimes it works.

“But as a captain, I see who is in form,
how their day is going, what they can do
and what they can’t. I choose according to
the situation. I am not completely data dri-
ven,” he added. Against RR, Axar’s impact
wasn’t just with strategy. After a string of
low-key outings, he finally delivered a
telling performance with both bat and ball.
His 14-ball 34 provided Delhi with the
much-needed boost.

“I thought I was batting well for the last
one-and-a-half years. But when I came to
this tournament, I wasn’t able to create an
impact. I don’t know if it was a soft dis-
missal or something. I was getting out in
an over-aggressive manner. But when I
went today, I was clear. I knew who I want-
ed to target.”

With the ball, he plucked his first
wicket of the season by bamboozling Riyan
Parag. Asked about his underwhelming
returns, Axar reiterated that a finger
injury sustained during the Champions
Trophy has held him back. “I sustained a
cut on my finger during the Champions
Trophy. The skin is yet to come. Every time
I bowl, the skin comes off. So I was sav-
ing myself. I couldn’t bowl at my speed. So
I felt I was bowling well but was not able
to get the impact I want.”

Du Plessis play the next match
DC vice-captain Faf Du Plessis has missed
the team’s last two games, against Mumbai
Indians and Rajasthan Royals, due to an
unspecified injury. “I had been told that
he wouldn’t be able to play three matches
— that’s the time he needs to recover —
and two matches are done. Maybe he will
play the Gujarat game. But the physio has
to confirm how his rehab has been going,”
Axar said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mullanpur

India seamer Arshdeep Singh says he has
been feeling a sense of “seniority” since the
beginning of his tenure at Punjab Kings

thanks to the responsibility entrusted upon
him by the IPL franchise that has also helped
him in his professional growth.

The 26-year-old left-arm pacer was in his
teens when he joined Punjab Kings (former-
ly Kings XI Punjab) and has been an integral
part of the side since then, leading the pace
attack on most occasions.

He has been remarkably consistent with the
ball having taken 84 wickets for PBKS in seven
seasons with a highest of 19 scalps last year.
PBKS are 
currently placed fourth on the points table with
the gangly pacer having taken eight wickets
so far in this edition of IPL.

“Ever since I came to Punjab Kings, barring
the first year, I started feeling seniority in my
role. I have been associated with this team for

the last seven years and after spending my first
year with the team, I started feeling that I have
been given a huge responsibility,” said the pacer
during the ‘Kandid with Kings’ episode.

Arshdeep said the responsibility thrust upon
him has “helped me grow as a player and per-
son” both in the Indian side and at his 
franchise. 

He said that he understood quite early that
mistakes, however small, could hamper the
prospects of the team and he had to be on his
toes at all times on the field.

“The elevation in my role and growth came
pretty early and hence, I knew that I could not
mess up at crucial stages because at those
times, not working as per the plan can put the
team in serious trouble. 

Hence, I became serious and started feel-
ing like a senior way too early.” Like any other
player, Arshdeep too gets trolled for a bad day
in office and the India seamer said rather than
getting flustered, he has started to enjoy the
memes and messages.

BCCI removes assistant coach Nayar;
support staff all set for overhaul 

Rohit to be face of T20 Mumbai League; India players to feature

Axar backs McGurk, says
Australian is game-changer

Courtois questions Real Madrid’s
attack after loss to Arsenal

Feeling sense of seniority after coming to PBKS: Arshdeep
“I have had ups and downs in my

career. I have seen the highest point
as well as the lowest point in a very 
short span. But I feel very entertained
by these trolls. I laugh at their 
creativity and memes.

“Earlier, I used to save these memes

and messages so I could use those later
but now I feel they don’t make any
sense. However, I still enjoy looking
at people’s creativity,” the pacer says.

PBKS will next face Royal
Challengers Bengaluru at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium on Friday. 


