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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday here reviewed securi-
ty situation in the wake of the
Pahalgam terrorist attack killing 26

people and took stock of preparedness to
prevent recurrence of such incidents.

He was also briefed during the Cabinet
Committee on Security(CCS)meeting
about the ongoing operations to track
down the perpetrators of the dastardly act
and overall plans to enhance the security
grid in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and National

Security Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval took part
in the high level meeting that went on for
over two-and-a-half hours.  The prime
minister has vowed that these behind the
attack will not be spared and brought to
justice. 

Among those also present at the crucial
meeting were Cabinet Secretary T V
Somanathan, Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, besides the prime minister’s two
principal secretaries P K Mishra and
Shaktikanta Das.

Earlier in the day, Home Minister Shah
visited Baisaran in Pahalgam, the site
where terrorists struck on Tuesday
evening, as well as the hospital where some

of the injured were being treated.
Incidentally, Prime Minister Modi, who cut
short his visit to Saudi Arabia and returned
to New Delhi on Wednesday morning, was
briefed about all aspects of the incident at
the airport by Jaishankar, Doval and
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri.

Meanwhile, Rajnath Singh cautioned
people responsible for the “cowardly ter-
rorist attack” on innocent citizens in
Pahalgam will soon get a “strong response”
to their nefarious acts on Indian soil, in the
first clear indication of India’s possible
response to the massacre.

While vowing a befitting reply, he also
said India will not only hunt down the peo-
ple who perpetrated the attack but will also

trace those “sitting behind the scenes” who
had conspired to carry out the deadly act
on the Indian soil. The defence minister
made these assertions while delivering the
annual Arjan Singh Memorial lecture
here.  Hours before the address, the
Defence Minister reviewed the security sit-
uation in Jammu and Kashmir that was
attended by NSA Doval and Chief of

Defence Staff(CDS)General Anil Chauhan,
Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi,
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi and
Air Chief Marshal A P Singh.

Also present in the meeting was Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh. “Yesterday,
in Pahalgam, our country lost many inno-
cent citizens in a cowardly attack by ter-
rorists targeting religion. 

MOHIT KANDHARI n Srinagar

Shaken by the brutality of the
Pahalgam massacre, which left 26
tourists dead and 17 others 

wounded on Tuesday, ordinary Indians
have united in grief and rage, demanding
swift retaliation against the perpetrators
from the government.

Echoing similar sentiments, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday
asserted that the country will not bend
before terror and that those responsible for
the killing of tourists at Pahalgam will not
be spared. 

Selective targeting of tourists, belonging
to one faith, has not only devastated fam-
ilies but also shaken the public con-
science.

To register their protest against the 
barbaric strike, people across Jammu and
Kashmir on Wednesday observed a 
complete shutdown.

Across the Valley, political, religious,
social and professional organisations 
condemned the killing of tourists at the
famous Baisaran meadow of Pahalgam.

Protests were held in several parts of

Jammu city, with many protesters raising
anti-Pakistan slogans and demanding 
surgical strikes to destroy terror bases in
the neighbouring country.

Before the mortal remains of tourists
were dispatched to their native places, the
Union Home Minister attended the

wreath-laying ceremony in Srinagar.  
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah also paid
their tributes to the victims.

The Home Minister later interacted with
families of the slain persons and other 
survivors of the attack.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/AGENCIES n New
Delhi/Islamabad/Dhaka/Beijing

Aday after the Pahalgam attack in
which 26 people were killed,
Pakistan, China and Bangladesh on

Wednesday condoled the deaths of tourists.
“We are concerned at the loss of tourists’

lives in an attack in Anantnag district. We
extend our condolences to the near ones
of the deceased and wish the injured a
speedy recovery,” Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesperson said in Islamabad respond-
ing to media queries about the attack.

Terrorists opened fire in Pahalgam on
Tuesday afternoon, killing 26 people,
mostly tourists, in what is the deadliest
attack in the Valley since the Pulwama
strike in 2019.

On Tuesday, The Resistance Front
(TRF), a proxy of the banned Pakistan-

based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), claimed
responsibility for the attack. Officials said
it was possible the terror group members
had crossed over from Kishtwar in Jammu
and reached Baisaran through Kokernag
in south Kashmir.

Days earlier, Pakistan Army Chief
General Asim Munir described Kashmir
as Pakistan’s “jugular vein,” triggering a
sharp response from New Delhi. “Our
stance is very clear, it was our jugular
vein, it will be our jugular vein, and we
will not forget it. We will not leave our
Kashmiri brothers in their heroic strug-
gle,” General Munir said while address-
ing the first Overseas Pakistanis
Convention in Islamabad on April 15.
The event was also attended by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, senior minis-
ters and Pakistanis living abroad. India
had slammed Munir’s remarks. 

MOHIT KANDHARI n Srinagar

Despite launching a massive man-
hunt to track down the 
footprints of perpetrators behind

the brutal massacre of tourists in the
South Kashmir area of Pahalgam, the
security forces could not find anything
significant during the day.

Ground reports claimed helicopters
and drones scanned the Baisaran forest
area over Pahalgam in search of the 
terrorists but failed to track down their
footprints.

Preliminary reports indicated a group
of four Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists,
including two locals, executed the terror
plot at the behest of their Pakistan-based
handlers to disrupt the peak tourist 
season and spread the reign of terror in
the region. 

The two locals, involved in the attack,
have been identified as Aadil Thakur of
Bijbehara and Aasif Sheikh of Tral.

Reports also claimed the terrorists were
armed with sophisticated AK rifles,
armour-piercing bullets, and 
helmet-mounted cameras to record the

‘barbaric’ strike on the Indian tourists 
holidaying at a famous picnic spot.

Before launching the targeted strike, the
terrorist handlers had carefully zeroed in
on the Baisaran meadow, a popular
hotspot for tourists during the peak
summer season.  

Since the objective was to derail the
blooming tourist season in the valley, the
terrorists took advantage of the compla-
cent security environment in the region.

The terrorists were well aware of the
fact that none of the security personnel
were deployed at the tourist hotspot, and
they could freely target the tourists as 
‘sitting ducks’.

The Baisaran meadow, located six

kilometers uphill from the main town of
Pahalgam in the Anantnag district, not
only became a death trap for tourists but
also provided enough time to the 
terrorists to flee the area without coming
on the radar of the security forces.

After the attack took place around 2.30
p.m. on Tuesday, the security forces
arrived at the location after about an hour.
The terrorists exploited the time lag to
their advantage and vanished into the
deep jungles before the security forces
could launch any counter terrorist 
operations in the area. 

The absence of a road network and
undulating terrain further delayed the
arrival of security forces and others to res-
cue the injured after the terrorists opened
fire on tourists.

Eyewitness accounts and initial reports
suggested the terrorists had a free run for
about 15 to 20 minutes in the area.  

According to ground reports, several
injured succumbed to their injuries due
to excessive blood loss as they could not
be shifted to the nearby hospital in the
absence of direct road connectivity
between Pahalgam and Baisaran.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Aday after the terror attack in
Pahalgam, over 6,000 passengers
departed Srinagar between 0600

hrs and 2300 hrs, as tourists rushed to
leave Jammu and Kashmir.  Airlines were
also directed to waive cancellation and
rescheduling fees. Meanwhile, nearly 90
per cent bookings for Jammu and
Kashmir have been cancelled by tourists
over safety concerns.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
instructed airlines to temporarily operate
more flights out of Srinagar to handle the
rush of tourists who want to cancel their
holiday and leave Jammu and Kashmir in
the wake of Tuesday’s terror attack. 

Airlines were also advised to waive 
cancellation and rescheduling fees. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued advisory to airlines to
“take swift action” to increase flights to and

from Srinagar to facilitate evacuation of
stranded tourists.  IndiGo, Air India and
SpiceJet are operating a total of seven extra
flights in addition to their normal sched-
uled services from Srinagar.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation asked the
airlines to ensure there is no surge in air-
fares on the Srinagar route, and airlines will
be operating additional flights to the city.
Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu on Wednesday said that strict
instructions were given to airline compa-
nies to avoid any fare surges, and that fares
are being monitored and kept at reasonable

levels.  His comments also came against the
backdrop of some websites apparently
showing ticket prices of over `50,000 for
flights to Srinagar. 

Terrorists struck at a prime tourist loca-
tion in Pahalgam in south Kashmir on
Tuesday, killing at least 26 people, most-
ly tourists, and injuring several others.
Among the deceased were two foreign-
ers-one each from the UAE and Nepal-
and two locals.

“In the aftermath of the incident in
Pahalgam, there is an unexpected
demand from tourists seeking to return
to their homes. In this regard, the airlines
are advised to take swift action to
increase the number of flights in response
to heightened demand and also to ensure
uninterrupted connectivity from Srinagar
to various destinations across India,
facilitating evacuation of stranded
tourists,” read the DGCA advisory
released on Wednesday, April 23.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

In a move to tackle the high pollution
load from commercial vehicles 
entering Delhi, the Commission of Air

Quality Management (CAQM) on
Wednesday issued an order banning on
entry of all vehicles from November 1,
2025.  Only BS-VI diesel, CNG, LNG and
electric goods vehicles, including Light
Goods Vehicles (LGVs), Medium Goods
Vehicles (MGVs) and Heavy Goods
Vehicles (HGVs), will be allowed entry
into Delhi from that date, the commission
said in an order. The CAQM said the order
will apply to all such vehicles registered
outside Delhi.

The Commission has also issued order
not to give fuel to  End of Life (EoL) 
vehicles, identified through the Automatic
Number Plate Recognition cameras or
other such systems installed at the fuel
pump stations from June 1, 2025 in
Delhi and  Gurugram, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh Nagar and
sonipat will ban the fuel from November
1, 2025 and from April 1, 2026, it will be
applicable in the rest of the national 
capital region.

According to experts, transport is the
key contributors to air pollution in Delhi.
There were 79.5 lakh vehicles registered
as of March 31, 2023. Of these, 20.7 lakh
were private cars. The total number of
vehicles registered in Delhi was 1.2 crore,
with 33.8 lakh being private cars, as per
the Delhi Statistical Handbook 2023.
The ever-growing vehicular traffic in
Delhi - NCR has been a prime 
contributor to the enhanced vehicular
emissions in the region and such large
number of vehicles also cause traffic
congestions and jams at major intersec-

tions and critical public places, thereby
further enhancing the pollutant load
from vehicular emissions.

“Such non-BS-VI compliant
transport/commercial goods vehicles’ 
carrying essential commodities / provid-
ing essential services shall’ however’ be
permitted to enter Delhi, but only for a
limited period up to October 31, 2026
beyond which goods /services shall also
have to be catered only through CNG /
LNG / BV / BS-VI diesel vehicles’.
Transport Department/ Traffic Police in
Delhi  & the NCR States may according-
ly widely disseminate this direction
amongst all stakeholders and ensure strict
compliance w.e.f. 01.1 1 -2025 through
effective implementation/enforcement
measures at all border entry points to
Delhi and regular monitoring/review of
the same’ Quarterly Reports on the action
taken by the concerned agencies shall be
furnished to commission,” reads 
the order.

However, non-BS VI vehicles carrying
essential commodities or providing 
essential services will be granted 
temporary exemption until October 31,
2026. After that, even essential services
must switch to cleaner fuels.

The CAQM said commercial vehicles,
especially older diesel ones, significantly
contribute to Delhi-NCR’s air pollution,
particularly during winter. The decision
is aligned with the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP), which already
restricts entry of polluting vehicles dur-
ing high-pollution days. The commission
has directed the transport departments
and traffic police in Delhi and neighbour-
ing states to ensure strict enforcement of
this order at all 126 border entry points
and 52 toll plazas equipped with

Automatic Number Plate Recognition
cameras. Quarterly compliance reports
must be submitted by all implementing
agencies, the CAQM said.

There is no restriction on entry of
Diesel goods vehicles to BS-VI standards
and all vehicles running on LNG, CNG or
electric vehicles into Delhi at any point in
time of the year.

“WHEREAS, the ever-growing vehic-
ular traffic in Delhi — NCR has been a
prime contributor to the enhanced vehic-
ular emissions in the region and such large
number of vehicles also cause traffic
congestions and jams at major intersec-
tions and critical public places, thereby
further enhancing the pollutant load
from vehicular emissions;

“Whereas, within the vehicular sector,
while transport/commercial goods 
vehicles are generally reported to be
utilised extensively, these are often 
poorly maintained and thus are significant-
ly high on emissions; WHEREAS, it has
been established through various assess-
ment studies that all classes of
transport/commercial goods vehicles —

LGVs’ MGVs and FIGVs particularly
those with pre-BS-VI standards have sig-
nificantly higher emission potential and
these while passing through NCR areas
and moving into Delhi contribute 
adversely to the overall vehicular pollution
load in the entire NCR,” it said.

On the barring fuel to overaged vehicles,
the Commission ordered not to give fuel
to  such vehicles ( End of Life-EoL) vehi-
cles, identified through the Automatic
Number Plate Recognition cameras or
other such systems installed at the fuel
pump stations from June 1, 2025 in Delhi
and  Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad,
Gautam Budh Nagar and sonipat will ban
the fuel from November 1, 2025 and from
April 1, 2026, it will be applicable in the rest
of the national capital region. ‘ Immediate
iegal action should be taken in respect of
such BoL vehicles, including impounding
and further disposal in accordance with
RVSF Rules, 2021 and other extant policies
of the respective State Governments and the
GNCTD. There are 61, 14,728 overaged
vehicles in Delhi; 27,50,152 in Haryana;
12,69,598 in UP and 6,20,962 in Rajasthan.

“Traffic surveillance cameras installed
on major roads which facilitate the traf-
fic police to challan vehicles for traffic vio-
lations and the Integrated Command
Control Centers for traffic management in
NCR cities/districts shall also be used for
supplementing action against EoL vehicles
found plying on roads, using camera
feeds from strategic traffic points/ inter-
sections. Transport Department of
GNCTD and the NCR States may accord-
ingly widely disseminate this direction
amongst all stakeholders including fuel sta-
tions and ensure its strict compliance
through effective implementation /
enforcement measures,” it said.

The terrorists were well aware
of the fact that none of the
security personnel were
deployed at the tourist hotspot,
and they could freely target the
tourists as ‘sitting ducks’

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
has instructed airlines to
temporarily operate more
flights out of Srinagar to
handle the rush of tourists who
want to cancel their holiday

Union Home Minister Amit Shah visiting the site of the Pahalgam terror attack in Anantnag district,
Jammu and Kashmir. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairing a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) on
Wednesday. At least 26 people were killed in a terror attack in Pahalgam of Jammu and Kashmir PTI

Will not bend before terror: Amit ShahWhy tourists and why Pahalgam?

Pakistan, China and Bangladesh
shed crocodile tears for India

Tourists evacuate, airlines called to action

Come winter, welcome entry ban on all vehicles registered outside Delhi

Delhi Noida border FILE PHOTO

Pakistan invites diplomatic
strike for Pahalgam carnage

IN A FIRST, INDUS 
TREATY SUSPENDED

New Delhi: Adopting a tough stance a day
after the Pahalgam terrorist attack, India on
Wednesday took a slew of measures
including Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 in
abeyance with immediate affect till Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably abjures its support
for cross-border terrorism.

Announcing these steps, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said “Recognising the
seriousness of this terrorist attack, the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) decided upon the
following measures — The Indus Waters Treaty
of 1960 will be held in abeyance with
immediate effect until Pakistan credibly and
irrevocably abjures its support for cross-border
terrorism.

Secondly, the check post Attari will be
closed. Those who have crossed over with valid
endorsements may return through that route
before 1st May 2025. Thirdly, Pakistani
nationals will not be permitted to travel to India
under the SAARC visa Exemption scheme. 



We, Surinder Kumar 
Son of Shri Paras Ram and 
Anarkali Wife of Shri 
Surender Kumar Residents of 
H. No. 388, Sector 25, Part 2, 
Huda Panipat, Distt Panipat, 
Haryana, declare that our son 
Sanjay Kumar @ Bittu is out 
of our control, we debar him 
from all our moveable / 
immoveable properties. 
Anybody dealing with him will 
do so at his/her own risk and 
responsibility. 

I, Nirmala Rani W/o Late 
Lajja Ram R/o Village 
Barwala, Tehsil & Distt. 
Panchkula, my daughter 
Renu Bala is out of my 
control. I disown her from my 
moveable/ immoveable 
properties. Anybody dealing 
with her at his/her own risk. 

I Shyam Singh S/o Sh. 
Singh Ram R/o Bir Ghaggar 
Chand Mandir (391) 
Chandimandir Cantt. 
Panchkula Haryana inform 
that my son Sachin and his 
wife Babli are out of my 
control. I disown them from 
my all moveable and 
Immovable Properties. 
Anybody deal with them will 
do at their own Risk. I and my 
family members will not be 
responsible for their any 
activities. 

I Pinki Devi W/o Late Sh. 
Jaswant Singh R/o Village 
Subhri, Distt. Karnal, declare 
that  my daughter Tannu who 
is unmarried are out of my 
control. I evict her my 
movable and immovable 
property. Anyone who deals 
with her in future for anything 
will be responsible for it by 
itself, I am not responsible for 
anything about herself. 

I, Kirori Mal S/o Sh. 
Ghisa Ram R/o H.No. 286, 
Housing Board Colony Sirsa 
Road Hisar, (Haryana), evict 
my son Rahul and daughter-
in-law Karuna from my 
movable-immovable property 
as they are not in my and my 
family's control. Both of them 
will be responsible for any of 
their transactions and 
dealings, I and my family will 
not have any responsibility in 
this. 

We, Jeet Kumar S/o 
Gurbaksh Singh and Asha 
Rani W/o Jeet Kumar, H.No. 
1212 GF, HUDA Plots, 
Sector-19, Panchkula, disown 
our son Praveen Kumar, his 
wife Neetu Rani from all our 
movable / immovable 
properties as both beyond our 
control. Anybody deals the do 
at own risk, we shall not be 
responsible. 

I Maya W/o Late Trilok 
Chand R/o Surya Nagar 
Defence Enclave Boh Road 
Ambala Cantt distt. Ambala 
that my son Sagar, his wife 
Manvi and their sons Riyansh 
and Sohit are out of my 
control so I disown them from 
all my moveable immoveable 
properties. In future anybody 
dealing with them at their own 
risk , me and my family will 
not be responsible . 

I, Baldev S/o Mastan 
Singh Vill helwa Tehsil  
Pehowa distt Kurukshetra,My 
Son Jitender Singh and his 
Wife Kamaljeet is out of my 
control. I disown them  from 
my all  moveable and 
immovable properties. If 
anybody deals with them at 
his own risk. 

I, Indu Bala w/o Late. 
Ashwani Kumar, House No. 
543, New Swaraj Enclave, 
Sector 127, Kharar, Distt. 
S.A.S.Nagar hereby declare 
that my son Gourav Sharma 
and his wife Minakshi Devi 
are out of my control. So I 
disown them from my 
movable and immovable 
property. In future anybody 
deals with them will be 
responsible themself. 

I Aanshu son of Shri 
Surjeet Singh resident of Paju 
Kalan Tehsil, Safidon District 
Jind, hereby declare on my 
affidavit that the correct name 
of my father is Surjeet Singh 
and the correct name of my 
mother is Manesh. Which is 
correct as per my birth 
certificate. Whereas in my 
10th DMC, my father's name 
is shown as Surjeet instead of 
Surjeet Singh and my 
mother's name is shown as 
Munesh instead of Manesh, 
which is wrong. Which should 
be corrected as per my birth 
certificate. 

It is for general 
information that i, serva sukh 
s/o nihal singh residing at 
tehsil-kanina, mundia 
khera(35), po-dongra ahir, 
dist-mahendragarh, Haryana 
-123021 declare that the 
name of mine has been 
wrongly written as sarva sukh 
in my minor son vinay aged 
16 years in his cbse class 
10th educational documents. 
the actual name of mine is 
serva sukh which may be 
amended accordingly. it is 
certified that i have complied 
with other legal requirements 
in this connection. 

It Is For General 
Information That I Sachin 
Bishnoi S/O Radhey Shyam 
Residing Ward No 15, 
Sadulshahar District 
Ganganagar (335062), 
Rajasthan Declare That 
Name Of Mine, My Mother 
And My Father Has Been 
Wrongly Written As Sachin, 
Darshana Devi And Radhey 
Shyam Bishnoi In My 10th 
Educational Documents. The 
Actual Name Of Mine, My 
Mother And My Father Are 
Sachin Bishnoi, Darshna And 
Radhey Shyam Respectively, 
Which May Be Amended 
Accordingly.  It Is Certified 
That I Have Completed With 
Other Legal Requirements In 
This Connection. 

I Ex No-15595301, Rank-
Sep, Name- Bhajan Singh. 
Residence Of - Vpo-
Balamgarh Alias Mandwara, 
Tehsil & District-Rupnagar, 
State-Punjab-140108 
Declared That Correct My 
Daughter Name Spelling 
Mandeep Kaur To 
Ramandeep Kaur And Date 
30-06-1990 To 05-02-1991 In 
My Army Records. 

I Riteshwari W/o No 
3396540P NK GD Sanjeev 
Kumar R/o Vill Attar Singh 
Mandi Ward No 6 , Nurpur 
Distt Kangra Teh and PO 
Nurpur State HP 176202 
have changed my DOB From 
21 Nov 1978 to 24 April 1978. 

I Sawinder Singh @ 
Surinder  Singh S/O Late 
Amarjit Singh R/O 
H.No.4455, Sham Nagar 
Rajpura Distt.Patiala Declare 
That In My Lic Policy 
No.165058250 My Name Is 
Written Surinder Singh. 
Sawinder Singh @ Surinder 
Singh Is The Same Person. 
Both Names Is Mine. 

I, Abanti Panda W/o 
Kula Pradeep Panda R/o 
760-A, Friends Colony, 
Yamuna Nagar have changed 
my name from Meenu Meenu 
to Abanti Panda. 

I, Sunita W/o Jai Kumar 
R/o Rampur Majra, Sabapur 
(121), PO Sabapur, Distt. 
Yamuna Nagar – 135101 
(Haryana), INDIA declares 
that I have changed my minor 
daughter’s name from Rubi to 
Ruby. 

I, Jitender S/o Kulwant 
Singh R/o VPO Khurdban, 
Tehsil Radaur, Distt Yamuna 
Nagar have changed my 
name from Jitender Singh to 
Jitender. In future I shall be 
known as Jitender. 

I, Sunita W/o Jai Kumar 
R/o Rampur Majra, Sabapur 
(121), PO Sabapur, Distt. 
Yamuna Nagar – 135101 
(Haryana), INDIA declares 
that I have changed my minor 
son’s name from Dax to 
Daksh. 

I, Sapttar Singh S/o 
Sultan Singh R/o Village 
Ariyanwala, PO Malakpur 
Bangar, Tehsil Bilaspur, Distt 
Yamuna Nagar have changed 
my name from Sapttar Singh 
to Sapatter Singh. 

I hitherto known as Gurlal 
S/o Jatinder Singh, R/o 
Village Machhrauli (263), PO 
Machrauli, Tehsil Bilaspur, 
Distt. Yamuna Nagar - 
135102, Haryana, INDIA 
have changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Gurlal Sandhu. 

I Ram Anjor s/o Bhagauti 
r/o House No. 1785, Indira 
colony, Mani Majra, 
Chandigarh declare that my 
name is wrongly recorded as 
Ram Ajore. My correct name 
is Ram Anjor. And my father's 
name is also wrongly 
recorded as Bhagwati 
prashad. My father's correct 
name is Bhagauti. 

I, Ritu Bhardwaj W/o 
Rajeev Bhardwaj R/o 
H.No.249-A, Gali No.3, 
Patiala Road, Dashmesh 
Colony, Zirakpur, Mohali have 
changed my name from Ritu 
Bhardwaj to Ritu Rani. 

I Kailash Kumari is 
legally M/o No.2500317K Hav 
Naresh Kumar R/o Village-
Kalakote, Distt. Rajouri, 
Jammu and Kashmir,  have 
changed my name from 
Kailash Devi to Kailash 
Kumari and DOB from 01 July 
1969 to 01 January 1966. 

I Hargen (Adhaar No. 
509735055768) Alias Manoj 
Kumar Bhardwaj S/O Late 
Shri Ramkumar R/O Gram 
Rangdih, Po Rangdih, Sarai 
Meer, Azamgarh UP-276305 
Have Changed My Name 
From Manoj Kumar Bhardwaj 
To Hargen For All Furture 
Intent Purposes & Change Of 
Name In My Adhaar Card. 

I, Krishan Lal Mutti S/o 
Shobh Raj R/o Village 
Kalotha, PO Alika, Tehsil 
Ratia, Distt. Fatehabad have 
changed my name from 
Krishan Lal Mutti to Krishan 
Lal for all future purposes. 

I, Kanta Rani Girdhar 
W/o Late Sh. Satish Kumar 
Girdhar Residing at H.No. 46, 
Sector 9, Panchkula, have 
changed my name to Kanta 
Rani. 

I, Mahender Singh S/o 
Mal Singh R/o village 
Sikanderpur, Tehsil & Distt. 
Sirsa declares that both 
names I.e. Mahinder Singh 
and Mahender Singh are 
mine and of one & same 
person. All concerned please 
note. 

I, Jeet Singh alias Jit 
Singh S/o Mahender Singh 
R/o Village Sikanderpur, 
Tehsil & Distt. Sirsa declares 
that both names I.e. Jeet 
Singh alias Jit Singh are mine 
and of one & same person. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Sanjeet Kumar Rajak 
S/o  Shri Sadanand Rajak R/o 
Siria Jha Tola Semaria,Distt., 
Araria, Bihar declare that I 
have Changed my name from 
Sanjeet Kumar Rajak to 
Sanjeepa Nand Giri Maharaj. 

I, Priya (DOB 
05.02.1996) W/o Guddu r/o  
Village Sikanderpur Urf Gaus 
Gadh, PO-Bansdai, Tehsil-
Nakur, District- Saharanpur, 
(UP) PIN-247341, INDIA 
have changed my name from 
Priya Devi to Priya due to 
wrong name record in Army 
service record of my 
husband. 

I, Shilpa Saluja W/o 
Sachin Saluja  R/o Flat No. 
1902, Tower 3 Sector 67, 
M3M Merlin, PO Badshahpur, 
Gurgaon -122101, declare 
That I have changed my  
name from Shilpa Choudhary 
to Shilpa Saluja for all future 
purposes. 

I, Manmohan Abrol S/o 
Puran Chand Azad R/o H No. 
1428/6 Azad Bhawan, Civil 
Hospital Rohtak -124001, 
declare That I have changed 
my name from Manmohan to 
Manmohan Abrol for all future 
purposes. 

I Raj Kiran S/o Sh. 
Desraj R/o H.No. 542/18, 
Arya Nagar Rohtak 124001 
declare  That I have changed 
the name from Raj Kiran 
Rajkiran In future  I will be 
called as Rajkiran for all 
purposes. 

I Suman Goyal w/o Ajay 
Kumar r/o Village Adda 
Devigarh, Teh. Dudhan 
Sadhan Distt. Patiala have 
change my Name Suman to 
Suman Goyal Plz Noted. 

My name is Monika and 
in future i will be known as 
Monika Punia. 

I Ritu Goel Aadhar No. 
2878 9962 5804 Wife Of 
Sh.Vikas Goel, House No. 
491, Sector 7, Panchkula, 
Haryana. | Have Changed My 
Minor Son Name From Atharv 
To Atharv Goel 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o 
Satbir Singh R/o Nehla, Sub-
Tehsil-Bhuna, Distt. 
Fatehabad. In my son Dinesh 
10th Marksheet of Haryana 
Education Board Bhiwani 
Year 2023 Roll No-
1023093748 his mother 
name is Suman Devi. Which 
is incorrect. Correct name is 
Suman. 

I Hem Raj Bhagat Alias 
Hemraj S/O S. Mela Ram, 
Adhar Card No-
766601161443, Residence Of 
#-2115, Sec-79, Po-Sohana, 
Tehsil & Distt-Mohali (Sas 
Nagar), State-Punjab Declare 
That I Have Changed My 
Name From Hem Raj Bhagat 
Alias Hemraj To Hem Raj. 

I Bala Devi W/o Kali Ram 
Bansal R/o House No. 41/4, 
Ekta Market, Gali No. 4, 
Burail, Sector 45, Chandigarh 
have changed my name from 
Bala Devi to Raj Bala Bansal. 

I Anisha Raturi D/o 
Ravindra Parsad R/o House 
No 186, New colony, Khuda 
Lahora, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Anisha Raturi to Anshika 
Raturi. 

I Aman S/o Sh. Mukesh 
Kumar, H. No. 342, Phase 7, 
SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab 
have changed my name from 
Aman to Aman Kanojia. 

I Mukesh Kumar S/o 
Chaman Lal House No H E 
342, Sector 62, Phase-7, 
S.A.S. Nagar Mohali Punjab-
160062 have changed my 
name from Mukesh Kumar to 
Mukesh Kumar Kanojia. 

I Adiraj Ahluwalia s/o 
Khushwant Singh r/o #698 
sector 11B Chandigarh 
160011 have changed my 
name from Adiraj Ahluwalia to 
Adiraj Singh Ahluwalia. 

I, Pavjeet Kaur alias 
Bhavjit Kaur daughter of 
Sompal alias Sundar Singh 
Resident of Village Mundhal 
Tehsil Chandpur Distt. Bijnor 
UP informs that Pavjeet Kaur 
and Bhavjit Kaur both names 
are mine, one and of the 
same person. It is also stated 
that my father Sompal alias 
Sundar Singh is also known 
with both names. Please note 
all concerned. 

I, Dinesh Kumar Gujral 
S/o Hans Raj Gujral R/o # 
1218, Mukarji Park, Jagadhri, 
Distt Yamunanagar have 
changed my name from 
Dinesh Kumar to Dinesh 
Kumar Gujral. 

I Rajni W/o Swaran 
Singh, R/o # 2079, Shri Nagar 
Colony Jagadhri, Distt. 
Yamunanagar have changed 
my name from Rajni Rani to 
Rajni. 

I, Charu Garg W/o Manoj 
Kumar Garg R/o # 216, 
Sarojani Colony, Part-2, 
Yamunanagar have changed 
my name from Charu Garg to 
Charu. 

I, Manoj Kumar S/o 
Banarasi Dass Garg R/o # 
216, Sarojani Colony, Part-2, 
Yamunanagar have changed 
my name from Manoj Kumar 
to Manoj Kumar Garg. 

I, Sukarampal S/O Sh. 
Karam Singh R/O Village 
Adiyana Tehsil Madlauda 
District Panipat, Declare That 
In My Documents My Father 
Was Known As Sukarampal. 
But Now My Father's Name 
Has Been Changed To 
Sukrampal In My Documents. 

I, Baby W/o Rajeev 
Mandal # 3449, Mauli Jagran 
Complex, Chandigarh have 
changed my name to 
Sandhya. 

I Suman Lata W/o 
Narender Kumar Kajal R/o 
209 Village Sheikhpura P O 
SP Sohana Tehsil & district 
Karnal have changed my 
name from Suman Lata to 
Suman Kajal for all future 
purposes. 

I, Kajal Sharma W/o Sh. 
Sandeep R/o Near Bus 
Stand, Village Intal Kalan, 
Distt. Jind, have changed my 
name from Monika to Kajal 
Sharma. 

I, No. 1086859W Ex Dfr 
Jagtar Singh S/o Shri Ajit 
Singh R/o VPO Miani, W.No. 
05, Tehsil Dasuya Distt. 
Hoshiarpur Punjab have 
changed the date of birth of 
my mother from Smt. Piar 
Kaur from, 15-02-1942, 20-
08-1938, 

I, Jasvinder Kaur wife of 
No. 1061431Y Ex Naik 
Swaran Singh resident of 
Village Bhulle Chak, PO Pul 
Tibri, Tehsil & Distt Gurdaspur 
(Pb) have changed my name 
from Jasvinder Kaur to 
Jaswinder Kaur and my 
correct date of birth is 
05.06.1958 vide 
Affidavit/Estamp Certificate 
No. IN-PB28613405543189X 
dated 23 Apr 2025.  

I, No. 1061431Y Ex Naik 
Swarn Singh S/O Sh.Veer 
Singh resident of Village 
Bhulle Chak, PO Pul Tibri, 
Tehsil & Distt Gurdaspur (Pb) 
have changed my name from 
Swarn Singh to Swaran Singh 
vide Affidavit/Estamp 
Certificate No. IN-
PB28615387531509X dated 
23 Apr 2025. 

I Neha Gaba W/o Amit 
Taneja R/o House No – 
1263.B, Urban Estate, 
Sector- 9, Karnal Haryana pin 
132001 have changed my 
name to Neha Taneja. 

I, Rajanbir Singh S/o 
Tarlochan Singh R/o 20 
S.C.F, Kabir Park, Amritsar, 
Punjab-143002 have 
changed my name from 
Rajanbir Singh to Rajanbir 
Singh Uppal. 

I, Lovepreet Singh S/o 
Gurbhej Singh , Majitha, 
Kathu Nangal, Kathunangal, 
Amritsar, Punjab-143502 
have changed my name from 
Lovepreet Singh to Singh is 
my surname and Lovepreet is 
my given name. 

I, Prabhjot Kaur W/o 
Navjot Singh, R/o VPO 
Shahzada, Distt. Amritsar, 
Punjab-143504 have 
changed my name from 
Prabhjot Kaur to Kaur is my 
surname and Prabhjot is my 
given name. 

I, Charanjeet Kaur Alias 
Harjit Kaur W/o Bhupinder 
Singh R/o H.No. 175/22, Red 
Road, Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from 
Charanjeet Kaur Alias Harjit 
Kaur to Harjit Kaur. 

I, Karm Veer S/o Raj 
Kishan R/o 37, Near Devi 
Mandir, Golpura, 
Kurukshetra, have changed 
my name from Karm Veer to 
Karamveer Singh. 

I, Ritu Rani, W/o Satish 
Kumar, R/o H. No. 58, Partap 
Nagar, Jahajpull Hisar 
(Haryana) have changed my 
name from Ritu Rani Kumar 
to Ritu Rani for all purposes in 
future. 

I Kimmy Singla (Aadhar 
No. 514024212814) W/o Sh. 
Ankush Mittal R/o H.No. 
1006, Sector-5, Urban Estate 
Kurukshetra, Tehsil Thanesar, 
District Kurukshetra have 
changed my name from 
Kimmy to Kimmy Singla. In 
future I should be known as 
Kimmy Singla. 

I Rajeev Goyal S/o Sh. 
Surinder  Mohan Goel R/o 
House No 496B, Subhash  
Nagar, Yamunanagar Tehsil 
Jagadhri  Distt Yamunanagar 
, Haryana  have changed my 
name from Rajeev Goyal to  
Rajeev Kumar Goyal. 

I, Om Datt S/o Prithvi 
Ram R/o Vill & PO – Uchana, 
Distt. Karnal (Haryana)-
132001, have changed my 
name from Om Datt to Om 
Dutt. 

I, Jitender Kumar S/o 
Sh. Badri Nath R/o House No. 
1608, Sector-24, Panipat, 
declares that I have changed 
my name from Jitendra 
Kumar to Jitender Kumar, for 
all future purposes. 

I, Ravi Kumar S/O Diwan 
Chand Residing At House 
No-469/11, Dhand Road, 
Adarsh Nagar, Kaithal, Distt-
Kaithal, Haryana-136027 
Have Changed The Name Of 
My Minor Son Kavya Aged 14 
Years And He Shall 
Thereafter Be Known As 
Krish Rawal. It Is Certified 
That I Have Complied With 
Other Legal Requirements In 
This Connection. 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Malkeet Kaur Wife Of 
Gurpreet Singh Residing At 
Vpo Dalam, Tehsil Batala 
District Gurdaspur-143511 
Punjab Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Hereafter Be 
Known As Balwinder Kaur 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Pardeep Kaur Wife Of 
Rakesh Saini Residing At 
H.No.142, Prem Nagar, 
Saingarh, Pathankot-145001 
Punjab Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Hereafter Be 
Known As Pinky Saini 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Sukhchain Kaur Wife Of 
Sakattar Singh Sandhu 
Residing At Kotla Sadar, 
Tehsil Ajnala  District  
Amritsar-143606 Punjab 
Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Hereafter Be Known As 
Sukhchain Kaur Sandhu. 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Paramjit  Kaur Wife Of Jagir 
Singh Residing At Village 
Ghot Pokhar, Tehsil And 
District Gurdaspur -143530 
Punjab Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Hereafter Be 
Known As Malkit Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Gurjeet Kaur Thind Wife Of 
Rajinderpal Singh Residing At 
452, Sultanwind Road, New 
Azad Nagar, District Amritsar-
143001 Punjab Have 
Changed My Name And Shall 
Hereafter Be Known As 
Gurjeet Kaur 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Paramjit Kaur Wife Of Satpal 
Singh Residing At Badowal 
Kalan, Po Samrai District 
Gurdaspur-143602 Punjab 
Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Hereafter Be Known As 
Kiranbeer Kaur 

I Suresh Kumar S/O 
Diwan Chand R/O 1118-B 
Akash Avenue Fatehgarh 
Churian Road Amritsar Have 
Changed My Name To 
Suresh Kumar Sharma 

I Jarmanjeet Singh Son 
Of Sandhuraj Singh R/O 
H.No. 1101 Guru Amar Dass 
Colony Naraingarh 
Chheharta Amritsar Punjab 
Have Declare That Singh Is 
My Surname And Jarmanjeet 
Is My Given Name. 

I Prince Kumar Gupta 
S/O Shyam Parshad Gupta 
Resident Of 26-A, Baba Deep 
Singh Colony, New 
Hamidpura, Chheharta, 
Amritsar. I Have Changed My 
Name From Prince Kumar 
Gupta To Prince Kumar. All 
Concerned Please Note. 

I, No.2496503/Nk Jaspal 
Singh S/O Kulwant Singh R/O 
Village Dhand Tehsil And 
District Tarn Taran Have 
Changed My Daughter’s 
Name From Probjot Kaur To 
Prabjot Kaur Vide Affidavit 
No.In-Pb28461733614803x 
Dt.03.04.2025 Before Before 
Executive Magistrate Jhabal 
Kalan 

I, Sandeep Kaur W/O 
Ravinder Singh R/O 
Saidopura, Po Ram Tirath 
District Amritsar Have 
Declare That Sandeep Is My 
Given Name And Kaur Is My 
Surname 

I Davinder Kaur Kamboj 
Wife Of Iqbal Singh R/O L-
1/1105, Dashmesh Avenue 
Gurnam Nagar Sultanwind 
Road Amritsar Changed My 
Name To Davinder Kaur 

I Iqbal Singh Kamboj 
Son Of Harnam Singh R/O L-
1/1105, Dashmesh Avenue 
Gurnam Nagar Sultanwind 
Road Amritsar Changed 
Name To Iqbal Singh 

I, Harpreet Singh S/O 
Davinder Singh R/O Jhanke 
Po Udhoke Kalan Uchoke 
Kalan District Amritsar Have 
Declare That Harpreet Is My 
Given Name And Singh Is My 
Surname 

I, Akashdeep Singh S/O 
Manjit Singh R/O Vpo 
Makowal Tehsil Ajnala District 
Amritsar Have Declare That 
Akashdeep Is My Given 
Name And Singh Is My 
Surname 

I Pramjeet Kaur W/O 
Baldev Singh R/O Vill. 
Mandiala, Near Gurdwara 
Sahib, Chabhal Road, 
Fatahpur, Amritsar Have 
Changed My Name From 
Pramjeet Kaur To  Paramjeet 
Kaur. All Please Note. 

I, Anupam Wife Of Ajay 
Kumar Presently Residing At 
Vill Jaral Po Nabahi Teh 
Sarkaghat Distt Mandi (Hp) 
Pin175024 Have Changed 
My Name From Anupam To 
Anupam Sharma Vide 
Affidavit No.In-
Pb28438364309801x 
Dt.23.04.2025 Before Notary 
Public Amritsar 

I, Hari Chand Sharma 
Father Of Ajay Kumar 
Presently Residing At Vill Vill 
Jaral Po Nabahi Teh 
Sarkaghat Distt Mandi (Hp) 
Pin 175024 Have Changed 
My Name From Hari Chand 
Sharma To Hari Chand Vide 
Affidavit No.In-
Pb28440526683339x 
Dt.23.04.2025 Before Notary 
Public Amritsar 

I, Doult Ram Father Of 
No.Jc 248827x Ris Sanjeev 
Kumar R/O Village Petu Po 
Bhararu Tehsil Joginder 
Nagar, Petu (282) Mandi, 
Himachal Pradesh-176120 
Have Changed My Name 
From Doult Ram To Daulat 
Ram Vide Affidavit No.In-
Pb28505464813522x 
Dt.23.04.2025 Before Notary 
Public Amritsar 

I, Lavjeet Kaur Sandhu 
W/O Jaskaranjit Singh 
Sandhu R/O H.No.141, New 
Model Town, Rayon & Silk 
Mills, Chheharta, Amritsar 
Have Changed My Name 
From Lavjeet Kaur Sandhu To 
Lavjeet Kaur. All Concerned 
Please Note. 

I, Manprit Singh Sandhu 
S/O Tarsem Singh R/O Vpo 
Jallupur Khera, Tehsil Baba 
Bakala District Amritsar Have 
Changed My Name From 
Manprit Singh Sandhu To 
Manprit Singh 

I, Surya S/o Sh. Vinod 
Kumar R/o Village Chirod, 
Teh. and Distt. Hisar 
(Haryana) declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Surya to Surya Kumar for all 
future purpose. 

I, Ramesh Sehra S/o Sh. 
Shyam Dass R/o 3042, 
Sector 14, Hisar, (Haryana) 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Ramesh 
Sehra to Ramesh Kumar for 
all future purpose. 

I, Harjeet Kour W/o 
Balvinder Singh R/o House 
No. 133-A, Gali No. 05, 
Jawahar Nagar, Hisar 
(Haryana) declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Harjeet Kour to Harjeet Kaur 
for all future purpose. 

I, Tanya D/o Sh. Ramesh 
Kumar R/o 3042, Sector 14 
Part-II, Hisar, (Haryana) 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Tanya Sehra 
to Tanya for all future 
purpose. 

I, Sanya D/o Sh. Ramesh 
Kumar R/o 3042, Sector 14 
Part-II, Hisar, (Haryana) 
declare that I have changed 
the name of my father from 
Ramesh Sehra to Ramesh 
Kumar for all future purpose. 

I, Hitherto Known As 
Parksho Devi Wife Of Rasalu 
Ram Residing At Ghurala 
Post Office Gurdaspur Tehsil 
And District Gurdaspur-
143521 Punjab Have 
Changed My Name And Shall 
Hereafter Be Known As 
Parkash Wati. 

I, Nidhi Khanna W/o 
Rohit Monga R/o H.No.918, 
Krishna Bhog Atta Chakki, 
Near Ganesh Mandir Lohgarh 
Chownk Amritsar have 
changed my name from Nidhi 
Khanna to Nidhi Monga. 

I Baldev Singh Sangha 
S/O Dhanna Singh R/O Vpo. 
Jogewala Tehsil & District 
Moga Changed Minor 
Daughter’s Name Jasveen 
Kaur To Jasveen Kaur 
Sangha. 

I Varleen Kaur D/O Baljit 
Singh Sidhu R/O Village 
Daudhar Sharki District Moga 
142053 (Punjab) Have 
Changed My Name To 
Varleen Kaur Sidhu. 

I Gurinder Singh S/O 
Hakam Singh R/O Village 
Daudhar Sharki District Moga 
142053 (Punjab) Have 
Changed My Name To 
Gurinder Singh Sidhu. 

I Randeep Kaur W/O 
Jaswant Singh R/O Vill. 
Reshiwal P.O. Mandiala 
Hoshiarpur Declared That My 
Minor Son Karanveer Singh 
Given Name As Karanveer 
And Surname Singh. 

I Manjit Singh S/O 
Sucha Singh R/O Vpo. Johal 
Tehsil Dasuya District 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 
Changed My Name To Manjit 
Singh Johal. 

I Sunita Rani W/O Balvir 
Singh R/O Vpo. Bassi Purani 
Tehsil & District Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Have Changed My 
Name From Sunita Saini To 
Sunita Rani. 

I Hari Singh S/O Kishan 
Singh R/O H.No.B-19/250, 
Central Town Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Declare That My 
Given Name As Hari And My 
Surname As Singh. 

I Narender Kumar S/O 
Prem Chand R/O H.No.122 
Scheme No.3 Palahi Road 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Nagar Phagwara District 
Kapurthala State Punjab 
Have Changed My Name 
From Narender Kumar 
Dhiman To Narender Kumar. 

I Babli Dhiman W/O 
Narender Kumar R/O 
H.No.122, Scheme No.3 
Palahi Road Near Apollo 
Child Hospital Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh Nagar 
Phagwara District Kapurthala 
State Punjab Have Changed 
My Name From Babli To Babli 
Dhiman. 

I Kamaljit Kaur Dhaliwal 
W/O Tejinderpal Singh R/O 
Vpo. Morkarima Distt. 
Ludhiana Have Changed My 
Name To Kamaljit Kaur. 

I Bachittar Singh S/O 
Mukhtiar Singh R/O Vill. 
Rauwal Distt. Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Bachiter Singh. 

I Paramjit Kaur W/O 
Jagjit Singh Gill R/O Vpo. 
Kokri Kalan Tehsil & Distt. 
Moga Have Changed My 
Name To Paramjeet Kaur Gill. 

I Mohinder Singh Kainth 
S/O Surjit Singh R/O Vpo. 
Kotha Guru Distt. Bathinda 
Have Changed My Name To 
Mohinder Singh. 

I, Gurjinder Singh S/o 
Harjinder Singh R/o Village 
Sirkian PO Sahowal Distt 
Gurdaspur (Punjab)- 143531 
have changed my name from 
Gurjinder Singh to Singh 
Gurjinder. In future Singh is 
my surname and Gurjinder is 
my given name. Concerned 
note. 

I, Sandeep Mahajan S/o 
Sham Sunder Mahajan R/o 
House Number 166, Chatti 
Gali, Dinanagar Distt 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) declare 
that I am also known as 
Sandeep Kumar. That 
Sandeep Mahajan and 
Sandeep Kumar is one and 
the same person i.e myself. 
Concerned note. 

I, Hardeep Kaur, wife of 
Rajinder Singh, resident of 
Dera Baba Nanak Road, 
Sukerpura, House No. 
49/181, Jamanuwali Gali, 
Ward No. 1, Batala, 
Gurdaspur,  declare that 
Dalbir Kaur and Hardeep 
Kaur are one and the same 
person. 

I, Angrej Kaur W/o 
Rampal Singh, Balarha, 
Fatehgarh Sahib, have 
changed name to Kaur 
Angrej. 

I, Khujani W/o Miyan 
Singh R/o Bhigga Patti VPO 
Dhamtan Sahib, The 
Narwana Distt Jind-126116 
Haryana. have change my 
name Khujani to Khajani. 

I, Mukesh Rani W/o 
Mukesh R/o Koth Kalan, Sub 
Tehsil Kheri Jalab, Tehsil 
Narnaund, Distt. Hisar 
declare that in my son’s 10 th 
Marksheet my name is 
recorded as Mukesh which is 
wrong. My correct name is 
Mukesh Rani. I want to get 
change my name from 
Mukesh to Mukesh Rani in 
my son’s 10 th Marksheet. 

I Rajwinder Kaur W/O 
Davinder Singh R/O Vill. 
Alipur Wazir Sahib Teh. 
Dudhan Sadhan Distt. Patiala 
Declare That The Name Is 
Written Mother Rajvinder 
Kaur In My Daughter’s 
Gurleen Kaur School Record 
Which Is Incorrect. That My 
Daughter’s Gurleen Kaur 
Mother Name Rajwinder Kaur 
May Kindly Be Mentioned In 
His School Recordas. 

I, Nihal Son Of Sh. 
Charanjit Singh R/O House 
No. 68, Gillco Valley, Ropar, 
Tehsil & District Rupnagar 
(Ropar), Punjab, India, Have 
Changed My Name To Nihal 
Dung. 

I Parmpal Singh S/O 
Gurdev Singh R/O Vpo 
Dhaipai Faridkot Have 
Changed My Name From 
Parmpal Singh To Parampal 
Singh. 

I Ex No-14801915-W, 
Rank-Hav, Name-Satish 
Kumar. Residence Of - Vpo-
Ajouli, Tehsil-Nangal, 
District-Rupnagar, State-
Punjab, Declare That I Want 
To Amend My Wife's Name 
Kiran Devi To Kiran Bala And 
Date Of Birth 01-02-1973 To 
05-05-1972 

I Krishna Rani W/O 
Surinder Kumar R/O 130 
Shastri Colony Yamunanagar. 
That I Have Change My 
Name From Krishna Rani To 
Kiran Bala . 

I, Sumeet Chopra Son 
Of  Ashwani Kumar Chopra 
R/O #246 Professor Colony, 
Yamuna Nagar, (Haryana) Do 
Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From 
Sumeet Chopra To Sumit 
Chopra 

I Rajvinder Singh S/O 
Arjan Singh R/O H.No. 267/1 
Sector 41a Chandigarh, Have 
Changed My Name From 
Rajvinder Singh To Rajinder 
Singh. 

I Avtar Singh S/O Kaka 
Singh R/O Village Bair 
Mazraa, Lalru, Sas Nagar 
Mohali, Have Changed My 
Minor Son Name From 
Amanpreet To Amanpreet 
Singh. 

I Hitesh S/O Kanahya Lal 
R/O 2008, Near Sanatan 
Dharam Mandir Rajpura, 
Patiala, Have Changed My 
Name From Hitesh To Hitesh 
Kumar. 

I Paras Sharma S/O 
Rajan Sharma R/O Moh Deva 
Ji Colony Teh Mukerian Distt 
Hoshiarpur Pb-144211 Have 
Changed My Name From 
Paras Sharma To Sharma 
Paras 

I Satyam S/O Sant Lal 
Setia, Flat No-304, Marigold 
Block, Amravati Enclave, 
Panchkula, Haryana, 
Pincode- 134107, Have 
Changed My Name From 
Satyam To Satyam Setia. 

I, Deepa W/O Sh. 
Devender Singh , R/O –H No- 
205, Vill- Kundi, Sector-20, 
Panchkula, Haryana, Have 
Changed Her Name From 
Deepa Negi To  Deepa In All 
Her Documents. 

I Vijay Kumar S/O 
Chander Bhan R/O Vpo 
Bibipur Teh. & Distt. Jind 
Declare That I Have Change 
My Son Name From Shanav 
Kumar To Shubh Jaglan. In 
Future Known My Son As 
Shubh Jaglan For All 
Purposes. 

I Indermohan H Pannu 
S/O Mr. Hari Singh Pannu 
R/O 6/S F. Motia Aero Greens 
2 Dyalpura, Mohali, Tehsil & 
Distt. Sas Nagar (Mohali) 
Have Change My Name From 
Indermohan Singh Pannu To 
Indermohan H Pannu 

I, Hardeep Kaur W/O 
Sukhdev Singh R/O Village 
Kairon Tehsil Patti District 
Tarn Taran (Punjab) Declare 
That In My Previous Indian 
Passport Number Y9389850 
My Father's Name Was 
Wrongly Mentioned As Ajit 
Singh. But My Father's 
Correct Name Is Jagir Singh. 
As Per My Other Documents. 
All Concerned Note. 

I Priyanka Shukla W/O 
Preet Chaturvedi R/O H.No. 
1508- St. No. 9b Guru Angad 
Nagar Kot Kapura Road Sri 
Muktsar Sahib Have 
Changed My Name Priyanka 
Chaturvedi. 

 I Simratpal Singh S/O 
Sukhdeep Singh R/O # 446, 
Gali No. 3, Guru Angad Dev 
Nagar, Kotkapura Road, Sri 
Muktsar Sahib, Do Hereby 
Solemnly Affirm And Declare 
That In The School Record Of 
My Minor Son Jaiveer Singh's 
( Admission No. 10199 Of 
Little Flower Senior 
Secondary School) Name 
Wrongly Enter As Jaiveer 
Singh Instead Of His Correct 
Name Is Jaiveer Singh Brar 
All Concerned Note That Now 
His Name Is Jaiveer Singh 
Brar 

I, Manjit Kaur Legally 
Daughter Of No. 1546646h, 
Naik (Late) Dilbag Singh, 
Resident Of H.No. 12g, Fouji 
Colony, Nilokheri, Vpo- 
Nilokheri, Teh- Nilokheri, 
Distt-Karnal (Haryana)-
132117 Have Changed My 
Name From Manjit Kaur To 
Manjeet Kaur Vide Affidavit 
Dated 03 April 2025 Sworn In 
Before Notary, Karnal.  

I, Kamal S/o Mohar 
Singh R/o Ward. No. 14 
Barwa Tehsil Siwani, Distt. 
Bhiwani declare that my old 
name is Kamal. I want to 
change my name from Kamal 
to Kamal Jangra for all future 
purpose.  

I, Megha Dogra W/o 
Baljinder Singh R/o H.No. 08, 
Street No. 06, J.C. Resort, 
Satnam Nagar, Jalandhar 
have changed my name from 
Megha Dogra to Megha. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Harjinder Singh S/o 
Harbans Singh R/o Village 
Manga Roda, Po. Saidowal, 
Kapurthala have changed me 
name from Harjinder Singh to 
Singh Harjinder. 

I, Sajan Hans S/o Late 
Devi Dayal R/o H.No. 179/A, 
Army Enclave, Phase-3, 
Dhina, Dhin, Po. Jalandhar 
Cantt.,144005, 
Distt.Jalandhar (Punjab) have 
changed my name to Sajan. 

I, Akomal D/o Ram 
Mehanga W/o Kulwinder R/o 
VPO. Langroya, SBS Nagar, 
Punjab-144516 have 
changed my name from 
Akomal to Hanso. 

I, Godawar Ram S/o 
Batna Ram R/o VPO. Baran. 
Tehsil Phagwara, Distt. 
Kapurthala- 144403, Punjab 
have changed my name to 
Gudawar Ram. 

I, Dharam Pal S/o Hans 
Raj R/o H.No. 103, Near 
Luxmi General Store, Deep 
Nagar, Jalandhar Cantt., 
Jalandhar have changed my 
name from Dharam Pal to 
Dharam Pal Behl. 

Classifieds

Continuity Pg. No. 11 

CHANGE OF NAME
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL MARKS EARTH DAY WITH STIRRING TRIBUTE
TO POPE FRANCIS’ ECO VISION

Chandigarh: In a moving celebration of Earth Day, Sacred Heart Senior Secondary
School, Sector 26, Chandigarh, held a thought-provoking assembly that eloquently
blended environmental consciousness with the visionary ecological teachings of
Pope Francis. Class V students captivated the audience with a compelling skit titled
“The Earth’s Promise”, powerfully portraying the interconnectedness between
humanity and nature. The performance echoed Pope Francis’ urgent call to protect
our common home, underscoring the moral imperative of environmental
stewardship. The atmosphere grew even more poignant as the students followed up
with a soul-stirring rendition of ‘Earth is Our Home — a song that resonated with the
Pope’s enduring message of unity, care, and responsibility towards the planet.
Together, the skit and song transformed the assembly into a heartfelt reminder of our
duty to nurture and preserve the Earth for generations to come.
HRY GOVT HIKES DEARNESS ALLOWANCE TO 55 PC
Chandigarh: The Haryana Government has decided to increase the Dearness
Allowance (DA) and Dearness Relief from 53 to 55 percent for its employees and
pensioners. According to a statement, these revised rates will be effective from
January 1, 2025. A spokesperson said that according to an order issued by the Finance
Department, the revised Dearness Allowance and Dearness Relief will be given with
the salary/pension of April 2025. At the same time, the arrears for the period from
January 2025 to March 2025 will be paid in May 2025.
CM SAINI PAYS TRIBUTE TO LATE OSAMU SUZUKI, FORMER GLOBAL
CHAIRMAN OF SUZUKI MOTORS
Delhi: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on Wednesday visited
Yashobhoomi in Dwarka, Delhi, to pay tribute to the late Osamu Suzuki, former
Global Chairman of Suzuki Motors. Osamu Suzuki passed away on December 25,
2024, at the age of 95. A prayer meeting was held at the Yashobhoomi convention
center in Dwarka to honor his memory. The Chief Minister offered floral tributes to
a portrait of the late Osamu Suzuki and prayed for the peace of his soul. He also
interacted with members of Suzuki Motors’ management and later visited an
exhibition showcasing the remarkable life journey of late Osamu Suzuki.
LICENCE OF SONIPAT DOCTOR CANCELLED FOR VIOLATING PC &
PNDT ACT
Chandigarh: Dr Kuldeep Singh, Director General Health Services (DGHS),
Haryana, said that the sex ratio of the state up to April 22, 2025 is 911 as per Civil
Registration System (CRS) portal. Licence of one BAMS doctor of Sonipat district
who was found violating PC & PNDT Act and MTP Act has been cancelled by
Council of Indian Medicine, Haryana. Out of 1500 MTP Centres in the state, 379
MTP centres have been closed and registration of 16 MTP centers has been
suspended in the last one month. There is a declining trend in the sale of MTP Kit in
Haryana.
AGRICULTURE MINISTER REVIEWS WHEAT PROCUREMENT PROCESS
AT AMBALA MANDI
Ambala: Haryana Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shyam Singh Rana
visited the Mandi (grain markets) of Ambala City and Ambala Cantonment on
Wednesday to review the ongoing wheat procurement process. During his visit, he
not only checked the moisture content in the wheat piles but also interacted with the
farmers and asked if they were facing any issues regarding the purchase of their crops,
weighing, payments, or any other concerns. Rana also spoke with commission agents
(arhtiyas) and took feedback about the facilities being provided in the Mandi. He
reviewed the current status of wheat arrival, procurement, and lifting of wheat from
the concerned procurement agencies. Responding to the demand for sunflower crop
procurement raised by the commission agents, the Minister assured them that
sunflower purchase will begin from the next season. Later, he also visited the Ambala
Cantonment grain market and gave directions to improve the lifting process there.
55.89 LAKH METRIC TONNES OF WHEAT PROCURED IN HARYANA SO
FAR: MINISTER
Chandigarh: Haryana Minister of State for Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Rajesh Nagar on Wednesday said that 55.89 lakh metric tonnes of wheat were
procured in the State so far. Presiding over a meeting with department officers, he
sought information about timely lifting of grains from the mandis of the state and
payment to the farmers.  Notably, grain procurement in Haryana began on April 1.
Till April 22, a total of 55.89 lakh metric tonnes of wheat has been purchased in the
state. Out of this, around 26.36 lakh metric tonnes of wheat has already been lifted.
This wheat was bought from approximately 3.43 lakh farmers, and payments worth
Rs 5,556.81 crore have been transferred directly into their bank accounts.  The
Minister further said that mustard procurement is being done by HAFED and
Haryana Warehousing Corporation. As of April 22, 6.23 lakh metric tonnes of
mustard have been purchased, and around 4.47 lakh metric tonnes have been lifted.
A total of Rs 2,459.04 crore has been deposited into the accounts of farmers for
mustard procurement.
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Punjab on High Alert After Pahalgam Terror Attack:

CM Orders Sweeping Security Measures Across State
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A
day after the deadly terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam
that claimed the lives of 26 innocent
tourists, Punjab is on the edge,

responding swiftly and comprehensively to
the escalating threat. The state has rolled out
a multi-layered security response, with an all-
encompassing crackdown that spans from
educational institutions to international bor-
ders. Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, follow-
ing a high-level security review meeting on
Wednesday morning, declared that Punjab
is in a state of high alert, with law and order
now accorded the “highest priority”.

Security has been drastically beefed up
across Punjab — especially in over 160 edu-
cational institutions housing students from
Jammu and Kashmir — as well as tourist
hubs, religious sites, and public spaces with
heavy footfall.

Chief Minister Mann also ordered inten-
sified security deployment along the state's
sensitive border with J&K in Pathankot,
where specialized units from the Army,
Border Security Force (BSF), and Punjab
Police’s anti-sabotage squads have been
mobilized. A red alert has been sounded, with
inter-state and inter-district checkpoints
now under constant surveillance, while
security forces operate in joint coordination
to thwart any further escalation.

Condemning the Pahalgam attack as
“barbaric and inhuman, Mann asserted that
the safety of every citizen remains paramount.
Addressing media after the review meeting
with top civil and police officials — includ-
ing Chief Secretary KAP Sinha and DGP
Gaurav Yadav, Mann emphasized that no one
will be allowed to disrupt Punjab’s hard-
earned peace. “Punjab Police is fully capable
of foiling any attempt to destabilize the state.
We have forged a seamless coordination
mechanism between the Punjab Police,
Army, and BSF to counter any emerging
threat,” he said.

Mann also revealed that the state is in con-
stant touch with the J&K Administration to
ensure the safe return of Punjabis currently
stranded in the Kashmir valley, particularly
tourists and students. “We are monitoring the
situation in real-time. Our primary concern
is the safety of our people — whether in
Punjab or in Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

He further urged the citizens to remain
calm and uphold the values of communal
harmony and unity. “The terrorists have no
religion. Their only objective is to sow fear
and divide society. We will not let them suc-

ceed,” Mann said.
Appealing to the public to avoid panic and

display the spirit of brotherhood, he added,
“This is the time to stand together as one —
across castes, creeds, and communities.”

The security response in border regions has
been particularly intense. In Pathankot —
Punjab’s northernmost district sharing a bor-
der with J&K — security agencies launched
round-the-clock surveillance. The Madhopur
checkpoint on the Pathankot-Jammu
National Highway has become a focal point
for rigorous inspections, manned by Army
personnel, BSF units, and Punjab Police’s
Special Operations Group (SOG).

According to Pathankot Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP) Daljinder
Singh Dhillon, joint Quick Response Teams
(QRTs) have been stationed to respond
immediately to any untoward situation.
“This level of preparedness is absolutely nec-
essary. We are leaving nothing to chance,” he
said.

Additional security measures have been
taken in light of intelligence suggesting the
involvement of a top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
commander in the Pahalgam incident.
Sketches of three suspected terrorists have
been released by security agencies, prompt-
ing Punjab Police to increase patrols and sur-
veillance across high-risk zones. Explosive-
sniffing dog squads have been deployed in
several sensitive areas, with more expected
to join shortly.

SSP Dhillon said that the entire operation
is being monitored from the Pathankot
police’s command-and-control center, ensur-
ing real-time surveillance and coordinated
response. Joint Quick Response Teams
(QRTs), comprising personnel from the
Army and Punjab Police, have also been sta-
tioned at the border for immediate action in
case of any threat.

DGP Gaurav Yadav confirmed that a state-
wide alert was issued within hours of the
attack, with Punjab stepping up vigilance
along its 530-km border with Pakistan and
J&K. “Pakistan is continuing its proxy war
strategy — whether through terror modules
or drone-based smuggling operations. But we
are prepared. We’ve dismantled several mod-
ules before and we will continue to do so,”
said DGP Yadav. He maintained that Punjab
is coordinating in real-time with the central
intelligence agencies and the J&K Police.

The nexus of gangsters, smugglers, and ter-
rorists continues to be a concern for the state.
“Ever since we tightened the noose around
drug peddlers and gangsters, they’ve started
collaborating with cross-border terror out-

fits. But let me assure the people of Punjab
— we’re watching them, and we will act deci-
sively,” said Mann, adding that anti-drone
technology will soon be deployed to curb aer-
ial smuggling of weapons and narcotics.

Notably, police across districts adjoining
Jammu — particularly in Gurdaspur and
Pathankot — have also sealed alternative
routes that connect with the Jammu division.
Vehicles entering Punjab from J&K are
undergoing thorough checks at multiple bar-
riers, and police checkpoints have been rein-
forced with additional personnel.

SHO Vijay Kumar of Naranot Jaimal Singh
Police Station said: “All police personnel, post-
ed at border outposts, have been asked to
remain in a state of heightened alert, espe-
cially after reports of suspected individuals
being sighted near the international border
earlier this week.”

The Chief Minister reiterated his govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment to ensuring
peace and stability in Punjab. “We are the sec-
ond line of defense after our Army. Punjab
has seen the dark days of terror. We’ve come
too far to go back now,” he said.
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Widespread protests swept across Punjab
on Wednesday in the wake of the heinous ter-
ror attack on tourists in Pahalgam, Kashmir.
For the first time in recent memory, mem-
bers of both Hindu and Muslim communi-
ties took to the streets together, united in grief
and rage, denouncing the act of terror and
raising slogans against Pakistan.

In Ludhiana, outside the historic Jama
Masjid, Muslim protestors led by the Shahi
Imam of Punjab, Maulana Muhammad
Usman Rahmani Ludhianvi, condemned the
attack as a “shameful act against humanity”.
He said: “Those responsible should be
hanged in public squares. This cowardly act
of asking victims’ religion before killing them
cannot be tolerated.”

Emphasizing that terrorism has no religion,
he said: “Killing an innocent is like killing all
of humanity — this is what the Holy Quran
teaches.” The Imam's voice echoed across
communities as he stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der with others burning effigies of terrorists
and chanting “Pakistan Murdabad” and
“Down with Terrorism”.

In a rare and powerful gesture of solidar-
ity, Hindu organizations including Shiv Sena
and the Hindu Suraksha Samiti held simul-
taneous protests in Amritsar, Jalandhar, and
Phagwara. They too burned Pakistan’s flags

and demanded strict action from the Indian
government.

In Phagwara, protestors gathered at
Hanumangarhi Mandir, offering prayers for
the departed souls and observing a moment
of silence. The streets resounded with chants
of unity, and leaders across religious lines
called for a fast-track trial and immediate
punishment for those involved.

The Pahalgam attack, one of the deadliest
in the region in recent decades, has drawn
nationwide condemnation. “The time has
come to stand united,” said community leader
Muhammad Mustaqeem, adding, “We will
not let these terror outfits divide us.”
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Pahalgam terror attack has sent shock-
waves through Punjab’s travel and tourism
sector, with over 12,000 bookings to the
region cancelled in just two days. Taxi and
tempo operators in Jalandhar, alarmed by the
sudden collapse in demand, staged a strong
protest on Wednesday, demanding decisive
action from the government to restore pub-
lic confidence and punish those responsible
for the attack. Led by the Taxi Union, the pro-
testers condemned the killing of innocent
civilians and described the attack as a direct
blow to national peace and security. “This is
not just a tragedy — it’s a betrayal of trust.
Tourists don’t feel safe anymore,” said the Taxi
Union president Hardeep Singh Raju.

He revealed that the Amarnath Yatra and
general tourism bookings from Punjab to
Kashmir, which peak during the summer,
have collapsed overnight. “We were looking
at a good season. Now, it's all gone. People
are cancelling even Vaishno Devi tours. The
damage runs into crores,” he said.

The protestors plan to submit memoran-
dums to the Punjab Government and local
police, demanding heightened security assur-
ances for tourists. Meanwhile, travel agents
across Punjab and hoteliers in Kashmir are
reporting mass cancellations, with airfares
from Srinagar skyrocketing and inbound
travel plummeting despite slashed prices.

“This attack has derailed the entire tourism
season,” said Karan Saggar, a Ludhiana-based
travel agent. “If the government doesn’t step
in swiftly, thousands of families connected to
this industry — from cab drivers to hotel staff
— will be left devastated,” he added.

For many in the industry, Tuesday’s attack
didn’t just claim lives — it marked the sud-
den and heartbreaking end of a thriving
tourist season.

��������	
��
�	�������
�	�����	���	��
��	��

���
���	��

�����	��	�����������������	���
�
����n ��

��

T
he Himachal government has
issued a notification prohibiting
the use of polyethylene terephtha-
late (PET) bottles (up to 500 ml)

in all indoor official meetings, conferences,
and events organized by the government
departments, Boards, Corporations and
other state government organizations.

Director, Environment, Science and
Technology, D.C. Rana on Wednesday said
that this decision has been made keeping
in view the widespread use of PET water
bottles, which have raised significant
environmental concerns due to their high
potential for littering.

He said this prohibition also applies to
HPTDC hotels and private hotels in the
state. These entities shall adopt sustainable
alternatives such as glass bottles, water dis-
pensers/kiosks of steel containers. He
added that all the government organiza-
tions would carry out IEC activities to dis-
courage the use of small plastic PET bot-

tles in public interest.  The state govern-
ment has also authorized the officials from
different departments to compound
offences in respect of these prohibited
items.

The State Government has imposed fine
of Rs. 5000 for littering of one time use
plastic items, compostable and bio-degrad-
able plastic carry bags, used for serving and
consuming food or otherwise, by individ-
ual(s) or any institution/commercial estab-
lishment (educational institutions, offices,
hotels, shops, restaurants, sweetshops,
dhabas, temple complexes, industrial
establishment, banquet halls etc.) within
its premises and on roads, streets, hill
slopes, drains, forest areas, public parks,
all public places etc.

The ban on the use of small PET bot-
tles will come into effect from 1 June, 2025
in the public interest, allowing
Government organizations, including
HPTDC and private hotels, sufficient
time to dispose of existing stock and avoid
financial loss
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H
aryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Wednesday said
that after May 31, a total of 670
million liters per day (MLD) of

water supply will be made available to resi-
dents of Gurugram. He directed officials to
ensure this is achieved to prevent any incon-
venience to the public during the summer
season. In addition, 400 new electric buses
will soon be deployed in Gurugram to
enhance public transportation, he added.

Chairing the 14th meeting of the
Gurugram Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) in Gurugram, Saini
emphasized the need for timely execution of
development projects and directed the con-
cerned officials to expedite ongoing works so
that the public can benefit without delay.

During the meeting, a development bud-
get of approximately Rs 3,034.82 crore was
approved to accelerate the pace of infrastruc-
ture and civic improvements.

The Chief Minister was also apprised of
several upcoming infrastructure projects in
Gurugram. Flyovers are planned to be con-
structed in Sectors 45, 46, 51, and 52 at an
estimated cost of Rs 52 crore, with tenders
expected to be invited by May 31. In addi-
tion, flyovers will be developed at the junc-
tion of Sectors 85, 86, 89, and 90, with a pro-
jected cost of Rs 59 crore. The Detailed Project
Report (DPR) for this project is scheduled to
be submitted by April 30. Furthermore,
administrative approval amounting to Rs 634
crore has been granted for the upgradation
of Tau Devi Lal Stadium in Gurugram.
Studies are currently underway to assess and
plan the strengthening of the stadium's infra-
structure.

With regard to various other projects, the
Chief Minister directed the officials to start
work as soon as possible and also directed
the concerned officials to remove the obsta-
cles hindering the implementation of the
developmental projects.
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Chairing the meeting of the District
Public Relations and Grievance Redressal
Committee in Gurugram, Saini said that it
is the collective responsibility of all of us to
attentively listen to public grievances and
address them in a timely manner. He said that
if officials proactively take note of people's
concerns, their resolution can be expedited
effectively.

During the meeting, 19 complaints were
placed, of which the Chief Minister resolved
18 on the spot. He instructed that one case
be kept pending until the next meeting,
directing the concerned officials to present
a status report at that time. He stressed that
citizens should not encounter any inconve-
nience and called for special attention to
cleanliness in the city, aiming to make
Gurugram clean and beautiful.

Saini, while directing the Municipal
Commissioner to recruit additional manpow-
er through HKRNL for the lifting of construc-
tion and waste material at Laser Valley
Ground in Sector 29, as well as for door-to-
door garbage collection, said that making
Gurugram a clean, beautiful, and well-orga-
nized city is a top priority for the government.
He said that there should be no shortage of
resources in achieving these developmental
goals. During the meeting, he directed offi-
cials to take action against the Executive
Engineer of the Municipal Corporation for
failing to address the issue of sewer overflow
and for not taking appropriate measures
against the industrial units responsible for the
problem in Begumpur Khatola village.
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The Chief Minister will attend the State-
Level Gram Utthan Sammelan to be held on
the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day
at Tau Devi Lal Stadium, Panchkula on
Thursday. The event aims to strengthen
Panchayati Raj Institutions and promote pub-
lic welfare across the state.
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H
aryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Wednesday said
that those responsible for the
"cowardly" attack on tourists in

Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam will not be
spared. At least 26 persons -- mostly tourists
-- were killed by terrorists on Tuesday at the
Baisaran meadows in Pahalgam in one of the
worst terror attacks on civilians in Kashmir
in the past many years.

"We strongly condemn the cowardly and
planned attack on tourists. Those who have
committed this act will not be spared, and
strict action will be taken against them," Saini
told reporters in Gurugram, asserting that
the Centre's resolve to fight against terror is
firm. The Chief Minister said that the nation
stands united in these challenging times. He
described the incident as a cowardly act that
claimed the lives of innocent people. He said
that the sacrifice of the people will always be
remembered and assured their families of the
government's support.

The Chief Minister also spoke with the
family of Indian Navy officer Lieutenant
Vinay Narwal, who lost his life in the
Pahalgam attack. He offered his condolences
and reassured them that the Haryana gov-
ernment stands firmly with them in their
time of grief. It should be mentioned here
that Karnal resident Narwal, 26, was among
the victims of Tuesday’s terrorist attack. He
was looking forward to celebrating his 27th
birthday on May 1, for which his family had
planned a grand event. Narwal, who was on
a honeymoon trip with his wife Himanshi,
was allegedly shot dead in front of her. His
mortal remains will reach his native place in
Karnal, where the family will perform his last
rites.

Paying tribute to Lt Narwal, the Former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda
strongly condemned this terrorist attack and
said that the guilty should not be spared, as
he called for a decisive strike against terror-
ism. There is anger in the whole country due
to this cowardly act of terrorists and the
whole country is united against terrorism.
The country demands from the government
that the culprits should not be spared under
any circumstances and said there should be

a decisive attack against terrorism and a
strong message should be given to the ene-
mies of the country. Hooda said the cow-
ardice and barbarity shown by the beasts who
targeted innocent tourists in Pahalgam is
intolerable. “Until those cowards and their
masters are brought to justice, the victim
families will not get justice,” he said.

Condemning the terrorist attack on
tourists in Pahalgam, Haryana Transport
Minister Anil Vij said, “I want to state that
this is Narendra Modi's India. Where,
when, and how the response will come, I
don’t know—but I do know that they will
receive such a strong reply that they will never
dare to do something like this again, and even
those who send them will hesitate to think
about it.”
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The Chief Minister also visited the resi-
dence of Flight Lieutenant Siddharth Yadav
in Rewari to express his condolences follow-
ing the officer's sacrifice. He prayed for the
eternal peace of the departed soul and
assured the grieving family of all possible sup-
port from the Haryana Government. Saini
said that the entire nation stands proud of
the selfless sacrifice made by this courageous
son of Mother India. He paid tribute to Flight
Lieutenant Siddharth, acknowledging his
bravery and dedication to the nation. His sac-
rifice will continue to inspire future gener-
ations to serve their country. At such a young
age, Siddharth achieved new heights in the
sky, and even in his final moments, he
ensured the safety of hundreds of innocent
by diverting the aircraft away from populat-
ed areas.

It is noteworthy that on April 2, Flight
Lieutenant Siddharth Yadav's Jaguar aircraft
crashed in the fields of Suvarda village,
approximately 12 km from the city, after tak-
ing off during a training sortie in Jamnagar,
Gujarat. His fellow Manoj Kumar was also
aboard during the practice session.
Realizing the imminent danger, Siddharth
directed Manoj to eject from the plane and
skillfully maneuvered it away from popu-
lated areas, ultimately sacrificing his life in
the crash to prevent greater loss of life and
property.
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I
n an urgent yet hopeful call to action,
noted scientist and health advocate Dr.
Rahul Mehra, National Representative
of India to the UNESCO Chair on

Global Health and Education and Executive
Chairman of Tarang Health Alliance,
launched a nationwide campaign titled ‘5-
4-3-2-1-0: Countdown to a Healthy Life!’ at
a media workshop in Chandigarh on
Wednesday.

Mehra noted that the life expectancy of
an Indian is just around 70 years, compared
to 85 in Japan. Unfortunately, an average
Indian is only “healthy” till the age of 60 years.
This is because physical and mental diseases
are taking their toll. One in four Indians has
diabetes and one in ten heart disease.
Mental health issues are rising rapidly,
especially among youth. He emphasized that
the most cost-effective solution is prevention
- and that starts with health education in
schools. “The only window to change this
trajectory is during school years, when chil-
dren are still forming their habits.”

The campaign, aimed at embedding
healthy habits early in life, begins its rollout
in Haryana, the first state to formally part-
ner with Tarang Health Alliance to integrate
structured health education into school cur-
ricula. Since April 2024, Haryana has pilot-
ed the programme in 12 government
schools, successfully demonstrating how sim-
ple, everyday actions can transform health
outcomes.

“We chose to begin in Haryana because
the state has demonstrated a rare commit-
ment to health education,” said Mehra. “By
allowing Tarang Health Alliance to work
closely with its public education system,
Haryana has created the ideal conditions for
grassroots health learning. We are confident
the state will emerge as a national leader in
driving this mass awareness and behaviour
change.”

“If we want to improve the country’s long-
term health, we must begin with our chil-
dren,” he added. “Changing adult behaviours
is difficult. But if we empower our children
with the right skills early on, they will carry
these habits throughout their lives. The 5-
4-3-2-1-0 campaign gives India a simple, sci-
ence-based framework to do exactly that.”

The campaign outlines six daily health
habits in an easy-to-remember countdown

5: Eat five servings of fruits and vegeta-

bles daily
4: Wash hands properly with soap and

water at least four times a day (after going
to toilet, before breakfast, lunch, and dinner)

3: Consume three servings of protein-rich
foods daily

2: Limit recreational screen time to two
hours or less every day

1: Engage in at least one hour of physical
activity every day

0: Avoid tobacco, sugary drinks, and salty
packaged snacks

These habits are not just for children - they
are designed to encourage families and
schools to work together in building a cul-
ture of health. Schools are being urged to
incorporate the campaign into morning
assemblies, administer a student health
pledge, conduct creative competitions like
poster-making, and engage parents through
PTAs and community sessions.



The Pioneer does not take 
responsibility for the contents for 
the advertisement (Display / 
Classified) carried in this 
newspaper. The Paper does not 
endorse the same. Readers are 
requested to verify the content on 
their own. 

Disclaimer

CHANDIGARH | THURSDAY | APRIL 24, 2025

04

COURT NOTICE   
IN THE COURT OF  

Sh. Akashdeep Singh 
Malwai  

Judicial Magistrate First Class-11 
Jalandhar  

NURTURE INDIA PUBLICATIONS  
V/S  

GYAN MANDIR  
CNR No.:-PBJL03-000303-2020  
Next Date:-02-06-2025  
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING 
THE APPEARANCE OF A 
PERSON ACCUSED   
NOTICE TO:- NO 1. GYAN 
MANDIR THROUGH ITS PROP. 
SHIVESH KUMAR TIWARI NO 2. 
SHIVESH KUMAR TIWARI PROP 
GYAN MANDIR THROUGH R/O 
GOKHUL GALAXY THANA 
CHOWK BRAHMPURA 
MUZAFFARNAGAR. 
In above titled case, the accused 
could not be served through Non 
Bailable Warrants of arrest. 
Proclamation is hereby made that 
the said SHIVESH KUMAR 
TIWARI is required to appear 
before this Court (or before me) me 
02-06-2025 to answer the said 
complain/case, failing of which he 
shall be declared person, It is 
ordered that accused should 
appear in person or through 
counsel on 02-06-2025 at 10.00 
a.m.  
For details logon to 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district 
notice&district=Jalandhar  
Dated, this day of 17-04-2025 

Judicial Magistrate  
First Class-11, Jalandhar  

 
COURT NOTICE  

IN THE COURT OF  
Ms. MANPREET KAUR,  

Additional Civil Judge Senior 
Division, Ajnala.  

CNR NO.:PBASA-0000839-2023  
NEXT DATE: 22-05-2025  
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK 
BRANCH OFFICE AT 
CHOGAWAN, TEHSIL AJNALA 
DISTRICT AMRITSAR  

V/S  
ANGREJ SINGH & OTHERS  
SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF 
Rs.10,84,574.33/-  
NOTICE TO:- 3. MANDEEP KAUR 
W/O JAGTAR SINGH D/O 
SAWINDER SINGH R/O VILLAGE 
BOPARAI BAJ SINGH, 
DISTILLERY KHASA, DISTRICT 
AMRITSAR.  
In the above titled petition the 
accused could not be served. It is 
ordered that the accused should 
appear in person or through 
counsel on 22-05-2025 at 10 am.  
For details logon to 
https://higheourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice&district=Amritsar  
Given tinder my hand and the seal 
of the Court, this 21-04-2025. 

Ms. MANPREET KAUR 
Additional Civil Judge  

Senior Division, Ajnala. 
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BY SHARMILA VAIDYA

In my most rewarding 26 years of experience working
as an educator, I have had the privilege of working with
students from diverse backgrounds and in different edu-

cational settings. It is during this period I started adminis-
tering the state mandated IQ tests. These tests were admin-
istered to measure an individual’s cognitive abilities, mostly
logical reasoning, memory and verbal mathematical aptitude.
They tell us how well someone can solve abstract problems
under specific conditions.

I was surprised to see how these standardised tests cate-
gorised and measured individuals by numbers and scores often
disregarding their potential, experiences and abilities, mak-
ing it inherently biased. 

This realisation prompted me to explore what IQ, intelli-
gence and success fully mean in the real world. Hence, I decid-
ed to conduct a small survey. To get a fair sampling, I includ-
ed people of different backgrounds - educators, parents, stu-
dents, homemakers and professionals.  

My questions were: 
1. What qualities make you see someone as intelligent? 
2. Do you think people with low IQ can be successful? 
I was pleasantly surprised to see the responses from the

survey. According to the survey - some of these qualities were,

- someone who is empathetic, creative, problem-solving, curi-
ous, open to ideas, a good communicator, accepting without
being judgmental ... and many more. Most people also believe
that individuals with lower IQ scores can achieve success -
especially when they possess strong emotional intelligence
(EQ).

Based on this survey I concluded that there was a shift in
people’s perception from iQ  to  EQ . In general, the mean-
ing of intelligence exceeded beyond the confinement of stan-
dardised test.  In order to get a broader understanding of intel-
ligence I started researching the different types of intelligences
as per psychological theory. 

In the 1980s, Harvard psychologist, Howard Gardner pro-
posed a theory that broke away from the “one-size-fits-all”
model of intelligence. He introduced eight distinct types of
intelligence that reflected the diverse ways humans learn,
express themselves, and solve problems. These were:

Linguistic Intelligence:  Word savvy like, writers, storytellers
Logical: Mathematical Intelligence:  Analytical thinkers, like

scientists and engineers
Musical Intelligence:  Musically inclined, like musicians,
Kinesthetic Intelligence:  Physical grace and skill like,

dancers 
Spatial Intelligence:  Visual and spatial thinkers like archi-

tects and artists
Interpersonal Intelligence:  People skills and empathy like,

therapists, teachers, and leaders. 
Intrapersonal Intelligence: Deep self-understanding like

philosophers and spiritual leaders

Naturalistic Intelligence: Attunement to nature, like, gar-
deners and environmentalists. 

Among other psychologists that followed, Daniel Goldman
played an important role in introducing the concept of
Emotional Intelligence, which includes empathy, self-aware-
ness and emotional regulation which demonstrated that EQ
plays an important role in personal success. 

Together, these theories encourage us to look beyond IQ
scores and appreciate the depth and diversity of human poten-
tial. Hence, even if one wasn’t considered academically intel-
ligent and didn’t fit in the traditional high IQ “cookie cut-
ter” mould, many have been very successful and have con-
tributed to society at large. Examples include:

Thomas Edison was considered “difficult” in school and
reportedly had very little formal education. His teachers
thought he was slow or unable to learn. Despite this, he became
one of the most prolific inventors in history.

Walt Disney was reportedly fired from a newspaper job for
“lacking imagination,” and he struggled academically. His suc-
cess came through storytelling, creativity, and persistence. 

Therefore, we must reconsider the tendency to label some-
one as lazy or unintelligent based solely on conventional stan-
dards.  I believe my experience along with research and sur-
vey findings strongly support this perspective, which is aptly
captured in the quote: “A high IQ may open a door, but emo-
tional intelligence determines how far you’ll go once you walk
through it.”
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The Bihar polls at the end of the
year are pretty unpredictable.
Currently, there will be no
cakewalk for the BJP, RJD,
Congress or the JD(U). The

churning is quietly taking place in Bihar
politics. There could be a potential shift in
power dynamics. The BJP, playing second
fiddle to the Janata Dal (United) for the
past two decades, is eyeing a lead role. The
RJD wants to form the government. 

Two crucial power groups are in the
fight. On one side, the NDA and, on the
other, the Mahagathbandhan, which com-
prises the RJD, Congress, and the Left par-
ties. Intra-party and inner-party dynamics
are in full swing. 

The NDA and Mahagathbandhan are
making calculated moves for a high-stakes
political showdown. Encouraged by con-
secutive victories in states where the odds
were against it, a revitalised BJP has now
set its sights on Bihar after winning Delhi.

Bihar’s caste politics is interesting.
Backward classes comprise 63.13 per cent
of the population, and the upper caste is
only 15.52 per cent. Other Backward
Classes comprise 27.12 per cent of the
backward class category, while the
Extremely Backward Class population
numbered 36 per cent. Dalits comprise
almost 19.65 per cent and

Yadavs account for 14.26 per cent.
Kurmi, Nitish Kumar’s Kurmi caste, also
categorised as OBC, is 2.87 per cent of the
population. In the last Assembly polls,
upper castes, around 15 per cent of the pop-
ulation, dominated ticket distribution in
many parties. BJP gave 47.3 per cent of its
tickets to upper caste candidates, where-
as Congress gave 40 per cent of its seats to
upper castes.

In the 2020 Bihar assembly elections, the
Mahagathbandhan did not win a simple
majority in the 243-member legislative
assembly, missing it by just 12 seats. The
RJD was the largest party in the House but
could not form the government. 

For the 2025 polls, JD(U) has confirmed
Nitish Kumar as the chief ministerial face.
The well-known poll expert Prashant
Kishor predicted that Nitish Kumar would
end his political career. The RJD has
opted for its leader, Tejaswi Yadav. Congress
has not opened its cards yet.  A series of
meetings between Congress and the RJD,
which began this month, continues.

The Janata Dal (United) party and the
BJP coalition currently rule Bihar. Nitish
Kumar’s deteriorating health, caste balance,
and the functioning of the alliance make
Bihar politically unpredictable. Even if the

BJP chooses Nitish, his health issues could
significantly impact
the election outcome.

The JD(U) wants to
bargain for more seats
with the BJP. In 2020,
the JD(U) ran for 115
seats but only won
43. In contrast, the
BJP ran for 110 seats
and won 74.  The
MahagadbandhNn,
which consists of RJD,

Congress, and some smaller parties, pose
stiff opposition. The RJD and top Congress
leaders met in Delhi last week to advance
the alliance.

Political realignments since 2020 — the
VIP joining the MGB, the LJP aligning with
the NDA and the Rashtriya Lok Samata
Party merging into the JD(U) — compli-
cate the poll picture.

A key development since 2020 has been
the change in the power equation within
the NDA, with the BJP emerging stronger.
The BJP has strategically cultivated non-
dominant other backward classes (OBCs)
and non-dominant Dalit communities. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah visit-

ed Bihar for two days. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit Bihar. 

RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav made a sur-
prising announcement, stating that he is
open to reconciling with his socialist ally,
Nitish Kumar. In response to this mischie-
vous statement, Nitish remarked that he
had inadvertently aligned with the RJD.
Tejashwi Yadav, however, asserted that
there is no place for Nitish in the
Mahagathbandhan. Many believe that
Nitish, known for his U-turns, could
switch sides.

The INDIA opposition bloc has
appointed Tejashwi Yadav, the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) leader and former Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister, as head of its coor-
dination committee for the upcoming
Bihar Assembly elections. This decision
was made during a meeting of the six
alliance partners in Patna on April 17. 

The Congress and Left parties in the
Mahagathbandhan are worried that the
RJD will wait until the last minute to
finalise seat-sharing agreements. The
Congress party is unhappy with the weak
constituencies it was given in 2020. It only
won 19 out of the 70 seats it contested in
the last election. The CPI(ML), which did

well in 2020, wants a larger share of seats.
Since 2005, the RJD has had difficulty
regaining power, except for short periods
in 2015 and 2022.

Currently, Tejashwi Yadav has two
main tasks. First, he needs to expand the
support beyond its core groups of
Muslims and Yadavs to include other
castes. This involves a stronger grassroots
campaign, as the traditional voting trends
are changing. The Congress has not
developed younger leadership in Bihar. Its
old core groups of Muslims and Dalits
have shifted to other parties. The party
has launched the ‘Samvidhan Leadership
Programme’ to eye marginalised commu-
nities.

The main parties face challenges both
within their groups and from outside, and
a significant political change is expected.
A point to note is that Nitish Kumar’s
EBC is intact and challenges the RJD-
Congress alliance.

There could be many more changes
before November; they would be interest-
ing to watch. In politics, one week is said
to be long. Six months is really long. 

Political fault lines shift in Bihar
With caste dynamics, coalition equations, and leadership challenges all in play, the stage is set for a high-stakes

political showdown between the NDA and the Mahagathbandhan
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Why EQ matters more than IQ

Humanity dies

in Pahalgam

National Panchayat Day
Madam — The evolution of Panchayat Raj System in

India can be traced back to ancient Vedic period. On 24
April 1993 Panchayat Raj system in India came into effect
with the enactment of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment
Act on 22/23 December 1992, was ratified by state legis-
latures and came into effect on 24 April 1993. 

To mark the establishment of Panchayat Raj Institutions
(PRIs) in India through constitution, “National Panchayat
Raj Day” is observed every year on 24 April to promote
grassroots democracy, rural development, inclusive gov-
ernance, women empowerment, ensure accountability and
transparency, strengthening local governance, and empow-
er rural communities. 

The decentralisation of power, e-governance, capacity
building, and financial oversight are some of the core
responsibilities of PRIs in India.  This day mainly focus on
enhancing participatory governance, rural upliftment, rural
women empowerment, and digital transformation in vil-
lage-level administration. 

The Constitution of India recognises PRIs as “Institutions
of Self-governance”. Currently, there are nearly 2.63 lakh
Panchayats, 31.47 lakh elected representatives of PRIs of
which 14.54 lakh are women. It is important for achiev-
ing inclusive growth and addressing issues like climate
change and rural-to-urban migration. 

B. MADHUSUDHAN REDDY |KARIMNAGAR

Contempt plea against Dubey
Madam —  The Supreme Court on Tuesday 22 April said

it will hear next week a contempt plea filed against BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey for his controversial remarks blaming
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna for “civil wars”
in the country. 

The matter was brought before a Bench comprising
Justice B.R. Gavai and Justice Augustine George Masih by
a lawyer who highlighted that the Attorney General had
not responded to the request for sanction to initiate con-
tempt proceedings.

“The remark is viral. Dubey says CJI responsible for civil
wars. No reply from Attorney (General),” the lawyer said,
prompting Justice Gavai to respond, “List it next week.”

Dubey had sharply criticized the judiciary, claiming that
if the Supreme Court continues to frame laws, then
Parliament and state assemblies might as well be shut down. 

His comments came after the Centre assured the court
that it would hold off on implementing controversial pro-
visions of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, following judicial
scrutiny. The BJP was quick to distance itself from
Dubey’s explosive comments. 

Party president J.P. Nadda called the statements person-
al opinions and reiterated the BJP’s “utmost respect for the
judiciary,” instructing party leaders to refrain from such
remarks in the future.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Mangoes can be a health risk!
Madam —Mango is a fruit rich in flavor, nutrition, and

energy. It contains essential vitamins such as A and C, along
with iron—nutrients that are highly beneficial for the eyes,
skin, and immune system. 

However, consuming mangoes before their natural sea-
son poses serious health risks, especially when they are arti-
ficially ripened using harmful chemicals like calcium car-
bide.

This chemical accelerates the ripening process unnatu-
rally, but its toxic compounds can damage the stomach, liver,
and nervous system. Prolonged exposure or consumption
may lead to ulcers, nausea, and in severe cases, even increase
the risk of cancer.

It is therefore wise to prefer naturally ripened mangoes
and prioritize health over momentary pleasure. Naturally
ripened mangoes are available only during the proper
mango season. The ones found in markets before that time
are often treated with hazardous substances to enhance their
appearance and ripen them prematurely. In fact it is the
duty of the Government that no food item is sold which
is a health risk. 

Those who indulge in this practice must be behind the
bars.So, for now, stay away from your “beloved” mango—
and choose health over desire. A little patience today can
ensure a safer and sweeter tomorrow!

ABDUL MBOOD | MUMBAI

Once again Kashmir is lying in
blood. It is very sad to note that
atleast 26 people mostly tourist

were killed and several were injured by
the Terrorist. The gruesome attack
should be condemned by each and
every one. The Government boasted a
lot after abrogation of Article 370 that
the terrorism will come to an end in
Jammu and Kashmir. After the rhetoric
of Amit Shah and PM Narendra Modi
that there is normalcy in Jammu and
Kashmir the attack has proved that the
Central Government has failed miser-
ably to crumble down the terrorism.
While many tourist were enjoying a
peaceful afternoon amidst snow-
capped peaks and pine forests the mil-
itants had split blood in Pahalgaun.
This an direct attack on the Indian

state . The entire nation is in great
shock. Previously in the gruesome ter-
ror attack in Jammu and Kashmir over
43 brave soldiers were killed. Every
now and then many innocents people’s

are being killed by terrorism. Now
killing of 26 tourist is act of barbarians
and act of cowardice and assault on
the values of humanity . 
Conceded that there can be genuine
grievances of the people and individu-
als but violence is certainly not an
option for redressal. It is a crime
against humanity and has to be con-
demned by one and all.
The terrorists are the enemies of entire
mankind and they do not belong to a
particular religion or particular country.
All religions are great and love should
be the universal religion. I request the
Government to take stringent action
against those are behind the terror
attack. My sympathies to the families
and prayers to the injured. At this
moment the nation must stand by the
families of the brutally killed innocent
people and make all efforts to bring
the culprits and give them exemplary
punishment.

ZAKIR HUSSAIN|KAZIPET

PAHALGAM ATTACK: TERRORISTS
ARE ENEMIES OF ENTIRE MANKIND

The dastardly killing of innocent, unsuspecting tourists by
terrorists in Pahalgam yesterday around 2:30 PM has deeply
hurt, shocked, and saddened us all. The Congress Party
unequivocally condemns this cowardly act of terror and those
responsible for it in the strongest possible terms. This attack
is a direct assault on the unity and integrity of our nation.

MALLIKARJUN KKHARGE, PPRESIDENT, CCONGRESS PPARTY

TAKE

Leaderspeak

KALYANI
SHANKAR

( The author is a popular columnist. Views are personal)

(The writer is an educator based in the US. Views are personal)

In one of the deadliest terror attacks in Jammu and Kashmir since the
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, 28 tourists were massacred on
Tuesday in the tranquil Baisaran meadow near the popular hill resort of

Pahalgam. The Resistance Front (TRF), a proxy terror outfit of the Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), claimed responsibility. This attack has not only
shocked the nation but also reopened deep-seated concerns about the
fragile security scenario in Kashmir.

The tourists, who included honeymooners, families, and two foreign
nationals—from Nepal and the UAE— were gunned down in a sudden gun-
fire. Despite existing security measures, including checkpoints and patrols,
the attackers managed to infiltrate and execute their mission with clinical
precision, raising serious questions about intelligence and on-ground pre-
paredness.

This incident is not an isolated act of violence but appears deeply
orchestrated. It coincided with two significant geopolitical events:The visit
of US Vice President JD Vance to India and  Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
diplomatic mission in Saudi Arabia. Additionally, it followed a combative
speech by Pakistani Army chief General Asim Munir, intensifying suspicions
that the attack was calibrated to internationalise the Kashmir issue and
portray the region as a nuclear flashpoint. The synchronicity is disturbingly
reminiscent of the Chittisinghpora massacre in 2000, where 36 Sikhs were
murdered days before US President Bill Clinton’s visit.

By targeting tourists — symbols of normalcy and economic recovery—the
terrorists aimed to derail the narrative of a stable Kashmir and provoke
communal unrest across India. Since Article 370 was revoked, the Indian
government has maintained a tight security apparatus in Kashmir, focusing
on counter-insurgency and infrastructure development to boost tourism.
While there has been a marked decline in local recruitment into terrorist
groups, proxies like TRF have stepped up infiltration, especially using for-
eign fighters and sleeper cells.

The attack also underscores significant lapses. Despite heavy surveil-
lance, there was no forewarning of this operation. The use of Army uniforms
by terrorists highlights a dangerous tactic to bypass trust and checkpoints.
Tourists, previously considered off-limits, are now being directly targeted,
expanding the threat matrix. But the question is why now? Indeed it has to
do with the arrival of US Vice President JD Vance.  Pakistan may be
attempting to paint Kashmir as unstable and urge foreign intervention.

Tourism in Kashmir has seen a resurgence  post-370, contributing signif-
icantly to the local economy. Attacking tourists directly threatens this recov-
ery. The brutal nature of the attack — execution-style killings — aims to
spread fear and signal the reach and intent of the perpetrators.  

India now faces the dual challenge of responding decisively to terror
while safeguarding the fragile gains in Kashmir. It is time to enhanced
human intelligence and local collaboration to detect sleeper cells.
Deployment of smart surveillance technologies in vulnerable areas is a
must and should be taken on priority. In the wake of this unspeakable
tragedy, India faces a critical inflection point — one that demands not just a
military or tactical response, but a comprehensive strategic recalibration.

First and foremost, a robust diplomatic offensive is essential. India must
intensify international pressure on nations that provide safe haven or sup-
port to terror outfits, directly or indirectly. This includes leveraging global
forums such as the United Nations, and bilateral partnerships to isolate
state and non-state actors that are responsible for terrorism. Silence and
inaction on terror can no longer be diplomatically acceptable — strategic
complacency must be met with unwavering clarity and consequence.

Second, the long-term antidote to terrorism lies not only in security but in
stability. Continued economic development and civic engagement in
Jammu and Kashmir are key to undermining extremist narratives.
Investment in education, job creation, tourism infrastructure, and inclusive
governance empowers local communities, weakens recruitment for terror
networks, and fosters a sense of belonging among youth. A region that
thrives economically is harder to radicalise.Most critically, it is time to revis-
it and reinforce the security architecture surrounding tourism. Tourists —
once regarded as ambassadors of peace and economic revival — have now
become targets. This demands a thorough overhaul of safety protocols,
especially in remote and high-traffic areas like Pahalgam. The aim is not to
deter tourism, but to restore confidence. Kashmir must not once again
become a hostage to fear. 

Terrorists slaughter 28 tourists — a tragic
reminder that terror still haunts the Valley

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



Come May 1st, India has truly arrived
with the WAVES Entertainment
Summit being held in Mumbai from
1st to 4th of May 2025. The summit
echoes the vision envisaged in 2019

by PM Modi in his speech at the inauguration of
the National Museum of Indian Cinema; highlight-
ing Indian cinema as a powerful medium of glob-
al outreach and soft power, calling it a “silent force”
that shapes global perceptions and connects cul-
tures. He emphasised cinema’s potential to promote
film tourism, inviting international filmmakers to
explore India’s diverse landscapes. The design of
WAVES is an unusual convergence of like-mind-
edness of M&E stakeholders; individuals or insti-
tutions that think alike in carving out a landscape
that will be suited for the global fraternity respon-
sible for creating content and its consumption.  

WAVES 2025 brings a bold new phase of soft
power diplomacy, focusing on transformative and
technology-driven partnerships. Innovation in this
segment is bound to create a new buzz for foreign
policy tie-ups, carried forward on the wings of
emerging tools such as Artificial Intelligence (AI),
Virtual Reality (VR), and immersive content
ecosystems. The diverse participation at WAVES
will open unprecedented avenues for multilater-
al cooperation and dialogue across critical areas
of knowledge sharing, media engagement, story-
telling ecosystems, and digital co-productions. It
provides India with an unparalleled opportunity
to assert global leadership in the creative domain;
by fusing its creativity quotient, strategic foresight,
and cultural capital into a soft power matrix that
fosters goodwill and purposeful international col-
laboration.

At the heart of WAVES 2025 lies its evocative
tagline: “Connecting Creators, Connecting
Countries”, a bold declaration of India’s intent to
reposition itself as a global M&E powerhouse. As
a summit that seeks to reimagine communication
diplomacy, one of its most awaited outcomes is the
WAVES Declaration, a visionary charter that could
reshape the media discourse globally.

Rarely has a platform attempted to knit togeth-
er creativity, business, leadership, and soft power
into a cohesive global identity. But WAVES seeks
to do just that, with a Global Media Dialogue, a
declaration of shared values, and a structured
roadmap for the M&E industry that reflects the
ethos of a borderless, tech-enabled, creatively inter-
connected world. The declaration will place com-
munication-clear, coherent, and collaborative-at
the centre of a new global information order,
founded on equity, access, equality, and partici-
pation.

WAVES has quietly but effectively given a new
meaning to soft power diplomacy wherein all con-
stituents that create charisma associated with
knowledge sharing and storytelling play a critical
role in bilateral or multilateral cooperation. It
would be appropriate to mention that diplomacy
will adorn new wings of change based on creativ-

ity, innovation and the spirit of collaboration.
WAVES will truly be the “Mahakumbh” of ideas,
opportunities, experiences and knowledge shar-
ing.

The philosophical underpinning of WAVES
2025 can be distil led into the 7 Cs of
Communication: Clarity,  Conciseness,
Concreteness,  Correctness,  Coherence,
Completeness, and Courtesy. These seven pillars
not only ensure effective storytelling but serve as
diplomatic principles guiding cross-border media
collaboration. They offer a timeless framework as

we enter an era where com-
munication is the new cur-
rency of power, diplomacy,
and development.

With narratives shap-
ing geopolitics, trade, and
international perception,
there is a pressing need for
a Global Media Charter, a
binding commitment from
nations to protect free-
dom of creative expression,
foster diverse storytelling,
and ensure ethical media

practices. WAVES 2025 can be the birthplace of
this transformative shift. In a world increasingly
governed by digital influence and algorithmic
reach, a unified declaration will help navigate the

ethical dilemmas of deepfakes, information dis-
order, and cultural homogenisation. It’s not just
about content anymore; it’s about cultural conti-
nuity, technological responsibility, and global unity
through creative collaboration.

WAVES isn’t just about short-term buzz, it’s
about building something lasting. It understands
that media and entertainment (M&E) isn’t a quick
fix but a long-term strategic play. At its heart is
a clear goal: to make India the global content hub
and a net exporter of stories. With its rich cul-
tural diversity and languages, India has all the
ingredients to build a strong intellectual proper-
ty base that resonates worldwide.

The summit also aims to increase India’s glob-
al market share in media, attract major invest-
ments, and encourage co-production between
Indian and international players. By bringing
together creators, investors, and policymakers,
WAVES offers a shared space to build partner-
ships and grow ideas.  Platforms l ike
WaveXcelerator and WAVES Bazaar will help star-
tups and innovators scale up and plug into glob-
al markets.

WAVES 2025 is designed to be a complete
experience. The Global Media Dialogue brings
together ministers and top policymakers from
around the world to exchange ideas. The Thought
Leaders Track will host key sessions exploring
future trends and challenges in media. 

In the Exhibition Zone, companies will show-
case the latest in gaming, animation, VR, and AI.
The WAVES Bazaar will act as a meeting ground
for buyers and sellers to find the right collabo-
rators. WaveXcelerator will give startups a chance
to pitch live and attract investors.

The Bharat Pavilion will spotlight India’s sto-
rytelling journey; from folk tales to futuristic for-
mats. The CreatoSphere will feature masterclass-
es, creators’ meet-ups, and the grand finale of the
Create in India Challenge. And finally, a series
of cultural performances will bring together tal-
ent from across the globe, blending tradition with
innovation.

WAVES is expected to drive real outcomes,
from new content partnerships and global invest-
ments to job creation and policy support. It will
help position India as a creative and tech-savvy
media partner for the world. With cutting-edge
tech on display, including AI tools and immer-
sive experiences, the summit will also show how
India is shaping the future of media.

By promoting co-productions, content
exchanges, and new distribution deals, WAVES
could help Indian stories travel further. It also
gives international stakeholders a chance to build
real connections with Indian creators-paving the
way for shared growth and innovation. Most
importantly, it sets the stage for India to lead the
way in global media diplomacy.

The timing couldn’t be better. According to the
EY-FICCI 2025 M&E Report, India’s media sec-
tor grew to INR 2.5 trillion in 2024 and is expect-
ed to touch INR 2.7 trillion in 2025. 

Digital media now makes up 32% of total rev-
enue, with digital ads growing fast. OTT plat-
forms grew by 18%, driven by regional stories
finding global fans. The report projects that the
sector will hit INR 3.1 trillion by 2027, powered
by gaming, animation, and immersive tech.
WAVES gives these numbers real meaning, by
turning data into action, partnerships into pol-
icy, and content into soft power. It’s where the
industry meets diplomacy and the future is co-
created.

India is no longer on the sidelines of the glob-
al media conversation, it is setting the agenda.
With WAVES 2025, India is articulating a bold
creative vision for the world: one that transcends
platforms, breaks silos, and builds coalitions of
creators. WAVES 2025 isn’t just another summit,
it is a cultural declaration, a geopolitical realign-
ment of media narratives, and a commitment to
connect not just creators, but countries, cultures,
and communities. 

By placing communication at the heart of glob-
al partnerships, WAVES brings together not only
markets but also minds and meanings. The world
is watching, and India is ready to lead.

Septuagenarian Dr Iain
McGilchrist, a world-renowned
philosopher, psychiatrist and neu-

roscientist, recently addressed a sympo-
sium titled The Future of Humanity,
where he delved into some of the most
pressing questions at the heart of our
existence-the existence of what is good,
beautiful, and true. Reflecting on his life-
time, he observed that these fundamen-
tal transcendental values have been
increasingly sidelined, decried, debased,
and even destroyed. “It is not just that we

are distracted from
the truth,” he noted,
“but we demand
protection from it,
lest it hurt us-in
case life itself hurts
us.”

This observa-
t ion resonates
deeply in a world
increasingly per-
ceived as unkind,
unfeeling,  and
u n c o n c e r n e d ,

where the very essence of humanity-com-
passion, love, and concern-seems to be
vanishing at an alarming rate.

In our hyper-competitive socio-polit-
ical environment, every sphere of life-
familial, social, professional, and spiritu-
al-is under strain. Systems meant to sup-
port them are collapsing. Yet amid this
bleakness, glimmers of hope remain. One
such beacon is a traveller’s journey-
marked by twists, encounters, and
insights, offering a powerful affirmation
of the human spirit.

Take the journey of Thor Pedersen, a
Danish explorer. Thor is the only person
in history to travel to every country in
the world without flying. Between 2013
and 2023, he visited over 200 nations-
India being his 168th-using only ships,
trains, buses, and other ground or sea-
based transport. His journey was more
than a feat of endurance; it became a pro-
found exploration of humanity, tran-
scending borders, cultures, and beliefs.

At the heart of his experience lay a sim-
ple truth: “People are just people.”
Wherever he went, he met ordinary peo-
ple living ordinary lives-finding joy in
food, music, and sports, and valuing safe-
ty and stability over political and religious

divides. Across every border he crossed,
he was met with kindness and generos-
ity. Strangers offered him meals, shelter,
contacts, translations, or simply a smile
when he needed it most-true to the spir-
it of our shared humanity.

His realisation deepened when he
observed: “If we reduce people to num-
bers and statistics, we create distance and
lose empathy. Divide and conquer is an
age-old strategy, and it works well-but at
what cost? We can keep dividing the
world until, eventually, we all sit alone.”

However, the Danish globetrotter’s
voyage was not without challenges. He
encountered a few unpleasant incidents
and individuals along the way, threatened
by drunk, armed, and hostile men, bat-
tling cerebral malaria, and being held at
gunpoint. While all this, however, did not
dishearten him, we are reminded of
Gandhiji’s profound words: “You must
not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is
like an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean

are dirty, the ocean does not become
dirty.”

Thor’s journey, devoid of privilege and
elitism-underscores vital truths:

a) Even if gentleness and kindness
seem to be in decline, they continue to
thrive quietly at the grassroots.

b)Though humanity struggles to find
its rightful place in a world consumed by
the relentless pursuit of power, pleasure,
and profit, it is not lost - only margin-
alised. 

c) As we glamorise wealth, we risk los-
ing the very qualities that define us as
human-compassion, care, and coopera-
tion.

History bears witness to countless
individuals who, in moments of crisis, be
it accidents, tragedies, or desperate need
- step forward uninvited, saving lives and
rekindling faith in humanity. Though
often overlooked, their actions quietly
pull humanity back from the brink.

That said, the world remains enmeshed

in grave, interconnected crises-war,
inequality, poverty, climate change-all
demanding collective will. Sadly, world
leaders, despite their promises, contin-
ue to ignore the catastrophic plight of
millions. As they routinely gather to
design an ostensibly better future, they
remain either unable or unwilling to
respond-revealing not just a failure of
meaningful action, but a failure of intent.

Grim Realities
For long, we have viewed the world as

manipulable and controllable-ripe to be
bent to our will. Therefore, few doubt that
many crises plaguing our world are not
mere accidents of fate or unavoidable cir-
cumstances; they are often the deliber-
ate outcomes of power-driven agendas.
Fueled by greed, ruthless self-interest, and
an insatiable thirst for domination, these
forces ignite brutal conflict, widespread
deprivation, environmental devastation,
racism, and religious extremism-creating

a reality steeped in suffering and division. 
Poverty, an affront to human dignity,

heightens vulnerability to abuse. Tied to
climate change, it’s set to intensify-new
research led by Dr Timothy Neal
(University of New South Wales) warns
the average person could be 40% poor-
er if global temperatures rise by 4°C.

Shockingly, those who hold power-
whether in struggling countries, devel-
oping economies, or even the most
developed nations-have often aban-
doned humanity as the foundation of
governance. Opportunistic toxic politics
and hybrid forms of authoritarianism
continue to destroy the sacred ground of
human dignity, pushing aside the cardi-
nal principle that must guide all leader-
ship: People Over Everything.

Even the COVID-19 crisis-exposing
vulnerabilities and inequities-failed to
instil lasting solidarity. Human dignity
remains dispensable.

What of  more grim real it ies?

According to the Geneva Academy,
more than 45 armed conflicts are cur-
rently raging across the Middle East and
North Africa. Africa follows closely, with
over 35 non-international armed con-
flicts (NIACs). Asia remains a battle-
ground for 19 such conflicts, while
Europe contends with seven.

Bleak as it may seem, this is a call to
action-one urging us to deepen our com-
mitment to humanistic values, where
every life is worthwhile, wanted, and wel-
comed. 

While it may be simplistic to expect
everything to align perfectly with the
humanistic way, it is crucial to recognise
the deeper causes of suffering, distress,
and anguish within the fabric of human
society-locally, nationally, and globally.
In an age of deep disillusionment, we
must remember: the world is not mere-
ly a map of borders, but a shared home.

As Professor Harvey Whitehouse of
Oxford reminds us: “Remembering that
we are all related and experience many
of the same challenges could be the key
to solving global problems-from inter-
group conflicts to poverty and the cli-
mate crisis.”

What kind of world do we want to live
in? If we fail to address this, we risk slid-
ing into a soulless existence-a world full
of people, yet empty of humanity. We
may exist, but we will not truly live. The
degradation of  humanity is  not
inevitable. Though messiness and imper-
fection are part of what makes us
human, it is in our ability to reclaim sub-
stantive conversation and enrich our
relationships, based on humanistic
virtues. Our hearts and minds-feeling,
willing, knowing, sensing-must not grow
numb to the suffering that surrounds us.
We must not be swayed by eloquent
words, empty rhetoric, or the shallow
display of symbolism. Only through real,
tangible action can we reclaim what is
slipping away-the very essence of our
shared humanity.

The imperative of our times:
Reawakening our humanity —
Embracing what matters most-People,
planet, and our shared future. 

DEBASISH
BHATTACHARYYA

Reclaiming our humanity: A call to connection in a fragmented world
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WAVES weaves together storytelling, technology and international cooperation to reshape the global media and entertainment. This summit marks a
decisive leap into a future where India leads with innovation, cultural capital and strategic foresight

Amid global turmoil, Danish explorer Thor Pedersen’s journey to every country without flying stands as quiet proof that kindness and 
shared humanity endure — even in the unlikeliest places. It’s a story of contrast, conviction, and hope

(The writer is former Civil Servant, writes on Cinema and
Strategic Communication. Views are personal. Inputs provided

by Zoya Ahmad and Vaishnavi Srinivasan)

(The writer is columnist and author. He is former
Deputy General Manager, India International Centre,

Delhi. Views expressed are personal)

CHAITANYA K
PRASAD

WAVES 2025: Redefining global media diplomacy
FIRST

Column

THE SUMMIT ALSO AIMS TO
INCREASE INDIA’S GLOBAL
MARKET SHARE IN MEDIA,

ATTRACT MAJOR INVESTMENTS,
AND ENCOURAGE CO-PRODUCTION

BETWEEN INDIAN AND
INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS. BY

BRINGING TOGETHER CREATORS,
INVESTORS, AND POLICYMAKERS,
WAVES OFFERS A SHARED SPACE

TO BUILD PARTNERSHIPS AND
GROW IDEAS
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

US lawmakers, prominent India-
US bodies and members of the
Indian-American community
on Wednesday strongly con-

demned the horrific terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir, asserting that per-
petrators should be brought to justice.

"I send my condolences to the people
of India in the aftermath of the horrific
attack in Kashmir and hope those respon-
sible will be brought to justice soon.
Terrorism is never tolerated,” US Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman
Senator Jim Risch said in a post on X.

Terrorists killed 26 people, mostly
tourists, in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on Tuesday, in what is the dead-
liest attack in the Valley since the Pulwama
strike in 2019.

In a call with Modi, who was on a two-
day State visit to Saudi Arabia, US
President Donald Trump strongly con-
demned the terror attack and expressed
full support to India to bring to justice the
perpetrators of the “heinous attack.”

Deputy Secretary at the Department of
State Christopher Landau said the US
“strongly condemns” the terrorist attack
in Kashmir and “stands resolutely along-
side India. Sending very heartfelt condo-
lences to all Indians, and especially those
who have lost their loved ones in this
heinous attack on tourists and civilians.”

Senator Bill Hagerty said the US stands
with India. “I condemn the shocking
attack today by Islamic terrorists who
murdered dozens of people in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The “terrorist attack in Kashmir
is a deeply disturbing reminder that

the threat posed to civilized nations by ter-
rorism remains acute,” Senator Ted Cruz
said.

He added that the US will stand with
India and Prime Minister Modi “as they
bring these terrorists to justice.”

Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi
said he is heartbroken by the horrific
attack on innocent tourists in Kashmir.
“We must stand united against terrorism
in all its forms and bring the perpetrators
to justice,” he said.

Representative Ro Khanna,
Congressman Shri Thanedar,
Congressman Rich McCormick,
Congressman Greg Murphy,
Congressman Jimmy Patronis,
Representative Bill Huizenga and
Representative Marc Veasey also con-
demned the terrorist attack and offered
condolences and prayers to the families
of the victims.

Senator Rick Scott said he and his wife
Ann are devastated to hear of the “evil ter-
rorist attack” in Pahalgam, India. “The US
stands with India as we pray for those who
lost loved ones or were injured in this
unimaginable attack.”

Vivek Ramaswamy, who was a 2024
presidential primary candidate and had
briefly co-headed the Department of
Government Efficiency along with billion-
aire Elon Musk, termed the attack “hor-
rific” and extended condolences to the
families of those who died.

Khanderao Kand, Chief of Policy and
Strategy at the Foundation for India and
Indian Diaspora Studies, strongly con-

demned the terrorist attack, saying both
the US and India have been burned by
state-sponsored terror.

“The world must stand united to erad-
icate terrorism in all its forms, everywhere
and states directly or indirectly sponsor-
ing or promoting such acts of terrorism
must not only be condemned but also
sanctioned with stoppage of any aid to
them, especially military. India has been
subjected to an ongoing war of terror
sponsored by Pakistan agencies, operators,
terror groups and agencies,” he said.

The US-India Strategic Partnership
Forum (USISPF) strongly condemned the
dastardly attack, saying it was a reminder
of the constant threat of terrorism that
continues to lurk from both state and non-
state nefarious actors. 

“While India will continue to remain
resilient in the face of such adversity, this
unfortunate incident is a sobering
reminder, of just why the US-India
defence and security partnership remains
vital to stand up to such abominable
adversaries and anticipate and prevent fur-
ther attacks both on Indian soil or to its
strategic partners and assets overseas,”
USISPF said, adding that it is a shame that
the picturesque town of Pahalgam has

now been marred with the bloody horrors
of this heinous attack.

Former advisor to President Joe Biden
and Co-Chair for the Economic
Subcommittee for Asian American and
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (AANH-
PI) Commission Ajay Bhutoria too con-
demned the terrorist attack in Kashmir.
“My prayers go out to the victims and their
families. Let's unite against terror!”

Hindus Advancing Human Rights
Initiative (HAHRI), an arm of
HinduPACT, unequivocally condemned
the attack, with its executive director
Rahul Sur saying that the “world has been
warned repeatedly about this Islamic
fundamentalism. It must be crushed. It is
time to sanction Pakistan.”

The Kashmiri Overseas Association
(KOA) condemned the terror attack in
Pahalgam and said the 26 tourists were
executed by Islamist terrorists by target-
ting solely for their Hindu faith.

The Global Organisation of People of
Indian Origin (GOPIO) unequivocally
condemned the terrorist action, with
GOPIO International President Prakash
Shah saying the “world cannot idly stand
by each time terrorists take actions and
nations must unite and take joint actions
against terrorists and those that harbor
them.” “That is the only way to end
Terrorism,” Shah added. 

GOPIO Chairman Thomas Abraham
reaffirmed solidarity and resolve in the
fight against terrorism in all its forms and
wherever it occurs. “The Indian Diaspora
will remain united with the Government
of India's efforts to combat terrorism,” he
said. 

US lawmakers condemn J-K attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

Five years after Harvey Weinstein's
original #MeToo trial delivered a
searing reckoning for one of

Hollywood's most powerful figures, the
ex-studio boss is on trial again after an
appeals court threw out the landmark
rape conviction. Opening statements are
set for Wednesday in a trial that could take
six weeks. It's happening at the same
Manhattan courthouse as his first trial,
and two accusers who testified then are
expected to return.

But Weinstein's retrial is playing out at
a different cultural moment than the first,
which happened during the height of the
#MeToo movement. And along with the
charges being retried, he faces an addi-
tional allegation from a woman who was-
n't involved in the first case.

The jury counts seven women and five
men — unlike the seven-man, five-
woman panel that convicted him in
2020 — and there's a different judge.

The #MeToo movement, which explod-
ed in 2017 with allegations against
Weinstein, has also evolved and ebbed.

At the start of Weinstein's first trial,
chants of “rapist” could be heard from
protesters outside. TV trucks lined the
street, and reporters queued for hours to
get a seat in the packed courtroom. His
lawyers decried the “carnival-like atmos-
phere” and fought unsuccessfully to get
the trial moved from Manhattan.

This time though, over five days of jury
selection, there was none of that.

Those realities, coupled with the New
York Court of Appeals' ruling last year
vacating his 2020 conviction and 23-year
prison sentence — because the judge
allowed testimony about allegations
Weinstein was not charged with — are
shaping everything from retrial legal

strategy to the atmosphere in court.
Weinstein, 73, is being retried on a

criminal sex act charge for allegedly
forcibly performing oral sex on a movie
and TV production assistant, Miriam
Haley, in 2006 and a third-degree rape
charge for allegedly assaulting an aspir-
ing actor, Jessica Mann, in a Manhattan
hotel room in 2013.

Weinstein also faces a criminal sex act
charge for allegedly forcing oral sex on a
different woman at a Manhattan hotel in
2006. Prosecutors said that the woman,
who hasn't been named publicly, came
forward days before his first trial but was-
n't part of that case. They said they revis-
ited her allegations when his conviction
was thrown out. The Associated Press
does not generally identify people alleg-
ing sexual assault unless they consent to
be named, as Haley and Mann have done.

Weinstein has pleaded not guilty and
denies raping or sexually assaulting any-

one. His acquittals on the two most seri-
ous charges at his 2020 trial — predato-
ry sexual assault and first-degree rape —
still stand. Lindsay Goldbrum, a lawyer
for the unnamed accuser, said Weinstein's
retrial marks a “pivotal moment in the
fight for accountability in sex abuse
cases" and a "signal to other survivors that
the system is catching up — and that it's
worth speaking out even when the odds
seem insurmountable”.

This time around, the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney's office is prosecuting
Weinstein through its Special Victims
Division, which specialises in such cases,
after homicide veterans helmed the 2020
version. At the same time, Weinstein has
added several lawyers to his defence team
— including Jennifer Bonjean, who is
involved in appealing his 2022 rape con-
viction in Los Angeles. She helped Bill
Cosby get his conviction overturned and
defended R Kelly in his sex crimes case.

Harvey Weinstein's rape retrial set
for opening statements 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kyiv

Aplanned meeting Wednesday
between top US, British, French
and Ukrainian diplomats to push

for a peace deal between Russia and
Ukraine was scrapped at the last minute
amid little sign of progress in internation-
al efforts to end the more than three-year
war.

UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy
announced the talks in London would
involve only lower-ranking officials after
the US State Department said Tuesday that
Secretary of State Marco Rubio was
unable to attend because of a scheduling
issue.

Rubio's abrupt cancelation raised
doubts about the direction of the negoti-
ations. It came as Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensyy ruled out ceding ter-
ritory to Russia as part of any potential
peace agreement, calling it a nonstarter.
The Ukrainian leader spoke Tuesday in
response to reports the Trump adminis-
tration was proposing a deal that would
allow Russia to keep occupied Ukrainian
territory as part of a potential peace agree-
ment.  Even achieving a limited, 30-day
ceasefire has been beyond the reach of
negotiators, as both sides have continued
to attack each other in a grinding war of
attrition along the 1,000-km front line and
launch long-range strikes.

A Russian drone struck a bus carrying
workers in Marganets, in eastern Ukraine's
Dnipropetrovsk region on Wednesday
morning, killing seven women and two
men, regional head Serhii Lysak wrote on

his Telegram channel. More than 40 peo-
ple were injured, he said.

Lysak published photos of a bus with
its windows blown out and shards of glass
mixed with blood spattered on the bus
floor.

President Donald Trump has pushed for
an end to the war and said last week that
negotiations were “coming to a head”. That
comment came after Rubio suggested that
the US might soon back away from nego-
tiations if they don't progress.

Rubio had indicated that Wednesday's
meeting could be decisive in determining
whether the Trump administration
remains engaged.

Those still attending the meeting includ-
ed retired Lt Gen Keith Kellogg, Trump's
envoy for Ukraine and Russia.

Andrii Yermak, the head of Ukraine's
presidential office, said on X that a dele-
gation including him, Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha and Defence Minister
Rustem Umerov had arrived in London for
the talks despite the alterations.

“The path to peace is not easy, but
Ukraine has been and remains commit-
ted to peaceful efforts,” Yermak said.

Officials would “discuss ways to achieve
a full and unconditional ceasefire as the
first step toward a comprehensive settle-
ment and the achievement of a just and
lasting peace”.

US special envoy Steve Witkoff was
expected to visit Moscow again later this
week, according to Russian officials.

The abrupt change of plans in London
came amid growing speculation that the
US will press Ukraine to cede territory to
Russia as part of a potential peace agree-
ment - a possibility that Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky on Tuesday
again ruled out.

During similar talks last week in Paris,
US officials presented a proposal that
included allowing Russia to keep control
of occupied Ukrainian territory as part of
a deal, according to a European official
familiar with the matter.

Zelenskyy pushed back against that dur-
ing an appearance in Kyiv, saying: “There
is nothing to talk about - it is our land, the
land of the Ukrainian people.”

Russia, meanwhile, has effectively reject-
ed a US proposal for an immediate and full
30-day halt in the fighting by imposing far-
reaching conditions.

Trump said repeatedly during his elec-
tion campaign last year that he would be
able to end the war “in 24 hours” upon tak-
ing office. But he has expressed frustration
with Zelenskyy and Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

Some European allies are wary of the
American proposal for Ukraine to
exchange land for peace. But an official
said there's also acknowledgment by

some allies that Russia is firmly entrenched
wholly or partially in five regions of
Ukraine - Crimea, Luhansk, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson.

If the goal is to obtain a ceasefire imme-
diately, “it should be based on the line of
contact as it is,” said a senior French offi-
cial. The official was not authorised to be
publicly named and spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity according to French
presidential policy.

Still, Ukraine's territorial integrity and
aspirations to strengthen ties with the rest
of the continent are a top priority for the
Europeans, the European official said.

Britain had downplayed expectations of
a breakthrough in London, but says this
is an important week for diplomatic
efforts to stop the fighting.

Western analysts say Moscow is in no
rush to conclude peace talks, because it has
battlefield momentum and wants to cap-
ture more Ukrainian land.

Zelenskyy said Tuesday that Ukraine's
delegation heading to the UK had a
mandate to discuss only an uncondition-
al or partial ceasefire with Russia. He said
that “after a ceasefire, we're prepared to sit
down for talks in any format”.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
cautioned that reaching a settlement
could be a drawn-out process.

Putin declared a 30-hour unilateral
ceasefire on Saturday, but Ukraine and
British officials said Russian attacks con-
tinued during the alleged pause. The
Associated Press was unable to verify
whether a ceasefire was in place along the
roughly 1,000-km front line.

London talks on ending Ukraine war pared down

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Atlanta

Anjan Roy, from Bangladesh, was
studying with friends at Missouri
State University when he got an

email that turned his world upside down.
His legal status as an international student
had been terminated, and he was sudden-
ly at risk for deportation. “I was in literal
shock, like, what the hell is this?” said Roy,
a graduate student in computer science. 

At first, he avoided going out in public,
skipping classes and mostly keeping his
phone turned off. A court ruling in his
favour led to his status being restored this
week, and he has returned to his apart-
ment, but is still asking his roommates to
screen visitors. More than a thousand
international students have faced similar
disruptions in recent weeks, with their aca-
demic careers — and their lives in the US
— thrown into doubt in a widespread
crackdown by the Trump administration. 

Some have found a measure of success
in court, with federal judges around the
country issuing orders to restore students'
legal status at least temporarily.

In addition to the case filed in Atlanta,
where Roy is among 133 plaintiffs, judges
have issued temporary restraining orders
in states including New Hampshire,
Wisconsin, Montana, Oregon and
Washington.  Judges have denied similar
requests in some other cases, saying it was
not clear the loss of status would cause
irreparable harm.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio said last
month the State Department was revok-
ing visas held by visitors who were acting
counter to national interests, including
some who protested Israel's war in Gaza
and those who face criminal charges. 

But many affected students said they
have been involved only in minor infrac-
tions, or it's unclear altogether why they
were targeted. The attorney for Roy and
his fellow plaintiffs, Charles Kuck, argued
the government did not have legal grounds
to terminate the students' status.

He speculated in court last week the gov-
ernment is trying to encourage these stu-
dents to self-deport, saying “the pressure
on these students is overwhelming.” He
said some asked him if it was safe to leave
their homes to get food, and others wor-
ried they wouldn't receive a degree after
years of work or feared their chances of a
career in the US were shot. “I think the
hope is they'll just leave,” Kuck said. “The
reality is these kids are invested.”

An attorney for the government, R
David Powell, argued the students did not
suffer significant harm because they could
transfer their academic credits or find jobs
in another country.

At least 1,100 students at 174 colleges,
universities and university systems have
had their visas revoked or their legal sta-
tus terminated since late March, accord-
ing to an Associated Press review of uni-
versity statements, correspondence with
school officials and court records. 

International students are
piling up wins in US courts 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Barnegat
Township

Afast-moving wildfire still burning in
New Jersey on Wednesday forced
thousands of people to evacuate and

temporarily closed a stretch of a major
highway.  The Garden State Parkway, one
of New Jersey's busiest highways, was
closed between Barnegat and Lacey town-
ships on Tuesday night. It has since
reopened, the Ocean County Sheriff 's
Office posted online Wednesday morning.

More than 1,300 structures were threat-
ened and about 3,000 residents were
evacuated, the New Jersey Forest Fire
Service said. Shelters were open at two high
schools, according to the Barnegat Police
Department.

The fire service planned to give an
update at a news conference late
Wednesday morning.

The Jersey Central Power and Light

Company cut power to about 25,000 cus-
tomers at the request of the Forest Fire
Service and the wildfire's command post
Tuesday evening, including thousands in
Barnegat Township. The company said on
X that it doesn't expect to restore the power
before Wednesday.

“This is for the safety of crews battling
the fire,” the company said.

The fire in the Greenwood Forest
Wildlife Management Area burned more
than 34 sq km of land, fire officials said.

The blaze, burning in Ocean and Lacey

Townships in Ocean County, was only
about 10% contained Tuesday night, the
fire service said. The cause of the fire was
under investigation.

There were no immediate reports of
injuries.

Debi Schaffer was caught in gridlocked
traffic after evacuating with her two dogs
while her husband agreed to stay with their
22 chickens, The Press of Atlantic City
reported.

“I wanted to take them in the car with
me; can you imagine 22 chickens in a car?"
she told the newspaper.

Around her Waretown house it was “like
a war zone,” she said, describing smoke,
sirens and the buzz of helicopters.

The site of the fire is near an alpaca farm.
The farm said in a Facebook post that the
property wasn't threatened and all of the
animals were safe.

The blaze is the second major forest fire
in the region in less than a week.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi

Two security personnel guarding a
polio vaccination team were shot
dead by unidentified gunmen on

Wednesday in Pakistan's restive
Balochistan province, police said.

The incident took place in the Teeri area
of ??Mastung district, where Levies person-
nel protecting the polio vaccination team
were attacked by masked gunmen,
Assistant Commissioner Akram Harifal
told the media.

No group immediately claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. However, militants
frequently target polio vaccinators in

Pakistan, terming them un-Islamic and
against Sharia.

"One of them died on the spot while the
other expired as he was moved to a hos-
pital,” Harifal said.

He said that security for the polio vac-
cination teams has been increased after the
attack. This is not the first time that secu-
rity personnel providing security to polio
vaccination teams have been killed in
Pakistan. In the past, even female health
workers have been attacked and killed.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif con-
demned the attack on the polio vaccina-
tion team, the state-run Radio Pakistan
reported.

“Terrorists who harm the lives and prop-
erties of innocent people are enemies of
humanity and will be brought to justice,”
he said.

Such incidents cannot deter the govern-
ment's commitment to eradicating polio
from the country, he said, adding that the
anti-polio campaign will continue with
determination.

Balochistan government spokesperson
Shahid Rind condemned the attack, say-
ing “a thorough investigation into the inci-
dent was underway”.

“The provincial government will not
allow the polio campaign to be sabotaged
under any circumstances,” he added.

Gunmen kill two personnel guarding

polio vaccination team in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
has condemned the terrorist attack
in Kashmir, joined by Foreign

Secretary David Lammy who described it
as a “cowardly” act.

They took to social media to express
their shock as the death toll rose to 26 in
the Pahalgam attack on Tuesday, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi cutting
short his Saudi Arabia visit to return to
New Delhi on Wednesday.

“The horrific terrorist attack in
Kashmir today is utterly devastating. My
thoughts are with those affected, their
loved ones, and the people of India,” said
Starmer in a post on his X handle.

Lammy also took to the platform a lit-
tle earlier with his reaction: “I am appalled
by the horrific and cowardly terrorist
attack on Kashmir earlier today. My
thoughts are with all of those affected,
especially those who have lost loved
ones.”

The Commonwealth Secretary-
General, Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, issued
a statement to say the organisation “stands
in solidarity with the people of India at this
time”.

“We are united in our determination
today. The Commonwealth speaks with
one voice that the terrorists will not suc-
ceed in their divisive mission to under-
mine our Commonwealth Charter values
of peace, inclusiveness, tolerance, respect
and understanding.

“We reiterate our absolute condemna-
tion of all acts of terrorism in whatever

form or wherever they occur or by
whomsoever perpetrated, with the conse-
quent tragic loss of life and human suf-
fering,” she said.

The official UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office
(FCDO) travel advisory for the region,
which advises against all travel to the
region, remains unchanged.

“FCDO advises against all travel to the
region of Jammu and Kashmir (including
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, Sonamarg, the city
of Srinagar, and the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway),” it reads.

Meanwhile, diaspora groups in Britain
have also been taking to social media to
express their shock and horror at the gun-
ning down of innocent tourists in the pop-
ular scenic resort.

“FISI UK strongly condemns the hor-
rific terror attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and
Kashmir, and demands immediate action
to ensure those responsible are brought to
justice. Such a sinister agenda will never
succeed — they must be held to account,”
said a statement from the Friends of India
Society International (FISI) UK.

Terrorists struck at the prime tourist
location in south Kashmir on Tuesday,
killing at least 26 people, mostly tourists,
and injuring several others. The deceased
include two foreigners, from the UAE and
Nepal, and two locals.

The bodies of the 26 victims were
brought to the Government Medical
College (GMC) in Srinagar early on
Wednesday and then taken to the Police
Control Room where Home Minister
Amit Shah laid wreaths on them.

British PM condemns

Kashmir terror attack
While India will continue to remain
resilient in the face of such
adversity, this unfortunate incident
is a sobering reminder, of just why
the US-India defence and security
partnership remains vital to stand
up to such adversaries 

— US-INDIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP FORUM

US forest fire forces thousands to evacuate
The site of the fire is near an
alpaca farm. The farm said in a
Facebook post that the property
wasn't threatened and all of the
animals were safe. The blaze is
the second major forest fire in
the region in less than a week

During similar talks last week in
Paris, US officials presented a
proposal that included allowing
Russia to keep control of
occupied Ukrainian territory as
part of a deal, according to a
European official privy to talks
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Istanbul

An earthquake with a preliminary
magnitude of 6.2 shook Istanbul and
other areas on Wednesday, Turkiye's
disaster and emergency manage-

ment agency said. There were no immediate
reports of serious damage or injuries in the
metropolis of 16 million.

The earthquake had a shallow depth of 10
km, according to the United States Geological
Survey, with its epicentre about 40 km south-
west of Istanbul, in the Sea of Marmara.

It was felt in the neighbouring provinces of
Tekirdag, Yalova, Bursa and Balikesir and in
the city of Izmir, some 550 km south of
Istanbul. There were several aftershocks,
including one measuring 5.3.

The incident, which started at 12:49 pm
during a public holiday when many children
were out of school and celebrating in the
streets, caused widespread panic in Istanbul,
which is on tenterhooks due to the looming
threat of a major earthquake. Panicked resi-
dents rushed from their homes and buildings
into the streets. The disaster and emergency
management agency urged people to stay
away from buildings. Leyla Ucar, a personal
trainer, said she was exercising with her stu-
dent on the 20th floor of a building when they
felt intense shaking.

“We shook incredibly. It threw us around,
we couldn't understand what was happening,
we didn't think of an earthquake at first
because of the shock of the event,” she said.
“It was very scary.” Senol Sari, a 51-year-old
resident who fled to a park nearby his house,
told The Associated Press he was with his chil-
dren in the living room of his flat on the third
floor of an apartment building when he heard
a loud noise and the building started shaking.

“We immediately protected ourselves from
the earthquake and waited for it to pass, then
calmly walked away from the house," Sari
said. "Of course, we were scared during the
earthquake. We were worried that it would
continue. Since the (great) Istanbul earth-

quake is (still) an expected earthquake, our
concerns continue.”
'My children were little scared'
Cihan Boztepe, 40, was one of those who hur-
riedly fled to the streets with his family in order
to avoid a potential collapse. Boztepe, stand-
ing next to his sobbing child, told AP that he
was living in Batman province, an area close
to the southern part of Turkiye where the 2023
quakes hit, and that Wednesday's tremor felt
weaker and that he wasn't as scared.

“At first we were shaken, then it stopped,
then we were shaken again. My children were
a little scared, but I wasn't. We quickly gath-
ered our things and went down to a safe place.
If it were up to me, we would have already
returned home.” Turkiye's interior minister,
Ali Yerlikaya, said the authorities had not
received reports of collapsed buildings. He
told HaberTurk television that there had been
reports of damage to buildings.

The NTV broadcaster reported that a
derelict and abandoned former residential
building in this historic Fatih district, which
houses the Blue Mosque and the Hagia
Sophia Grand Mosque, had collapsed.

Kemal Cebi, the mayor of Kucukcekmece
district in western Istanbul, told NTV there
were “no negative developments yet,” but
reported traffic jams, and said many buildings
were already at risk due to the area's density. 
Urban reconstruction projects
Turkiye is crossed by two major fault lines,
and earthquakes are frequent. A magnitude
7.8 earthquake on Feb 6, 2023, and a second
powerful tremor hours later, destroyed or
damaged hundreds of thousands of buildings
in 11 southern and southeastern provinces,
leaving more than 53,000 people dead.
Another 6,000 people were killed in the north-
ern parts of neighbouring Syria.

Istanbul was not impacted by that earth-
quake, but the devastation heightened fears
of a similar quake, with experts citing the city's
proximity to fault lines.

6.2 earthquake
hits Istanbul 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Islamabad

Afghanistan's Taliban government
on Wednesday condemned the
terror attack on tourists in

Jammu and Kashmir, saying such inci-
dents undermine efforts to ensure
regional security and stability.

In a statement, the Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan's Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abdul Qahar Balkhi also
expressed condolences to the bereaved
families. "The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan categorically condemns
the recent attack on tourists in the
Pahalgam region of Jammu and
Kashmir, and expresses condolences to
the bereaved families," he said.

Balkhi said "such incidents under-
mine efforts to ensure regional securi-
ty and stability."

Terrorists killed 26 people, mostly
tourists, in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on Tuesday, in the deadliest
attack in the Valley since the Pulwama
strike in 2019.

The Resistance Front (TRF), a shad-
ow outfit of the banned Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba terror group, claimed
responsibility for the attack. According
to sketches released by the security agen-
cies, three men — identified as
Pakistanis — are believed to be involved
in the attack.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Deir al-Balah
(Gaza Strip)

An overnight Israeli strike on a
school-turned-shelter in Gaza
City killed 23 people, as Arab

mediators worked on a proposal to end
the war with Hamas that would include
a five to seven year truce and the release
of all remaining hostages, officials said
on Wednesday. There was no immedi-
ate Israeli comment on the strike,
which set several tents ablaze, burning
people alive. The military says it only
targets militants and blames civilian
deaths on Hamas because its fighters are
embedded in densely populated areas.

France, Germany and Britain mean-
while said Israel's seven-week-old
blockade on all imports to Gaza,
including food, was “intolerable," in
unusually strong criticism from three
of the country's closest allies.

Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas called on Hamas to release the
hostages in order to “block Israel's pre-
texts” for continuing the war. He reit-
erated his demands that Hamas give up
their arms, referring to them as “sons
of dogs” in unusually strong language
during a speech in the West Bank.

Abbas, who heads the Western-
backed Palestinian Authority, has no
influence over Hamas but is seeking a
role in postwar Gaza.
A yearlong truce and a
gradual withdrawal
Egypt and Qatar are still developing the
proposal, which would include the
gradual withdrawal of Israeli forces

from the entire strip and the release of
Palestinian prisoners, according to an
Egyptian official and a Hamas official
who spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty because they were not authorised to
brief media. 
Israel ended a ceasefire with Hamas last
month and has vowed to continue the
war until all the hostages are returned
and Hamas is either destroyed or dis-
armed and sent into exile. It says it will
hold parts of Gaza indefinitely and
implement President Donald Trump's
proposal for the resettlement of the pop-
ulation in other countries, which has
been widely rejected internationally.
Hamas has said it will only release the
dozens of hostages it still holds in
return for Palestinian prisoners, a com-
plete Israeli withdrawal and a lasting
ceasefire, as called for in the now-defunct
agreement reached in January. A Hamas
delegation arrived in Cairo late Tuesday
to discuss the evolving proposal.

The Egyptian official said the pro-
posed truce, with international guaran-
tees, would last between five and seven
years, and that a committee of politi-
cally independent technocrats would
govern Gaza — a measure Hamas has
accepted. The Hamas official said the
militant group is open to a long-term
truce that includes the complete with-
drawal of Israeli forces and internation-
al guarantees, naming Russia, China,
Turkey or the United Nations Security
Council as possible guarantors.
Hamas must be destroyed
or removed; Israel-US
There was no immediate comment

from Israeli officials. But Israel has ruled
out any arrangement that would allow
Hamas to preserve its influence in Gaza
and rearm. The Trump administration,
which has also been involved in the
ceasefire talks, has said it fully supports
Israel's position.
Israel and the US have pressed Hamas
to accept a temporary truce in which
it would immediately release several
hostages in return for vague promises
of talks on a more permanent ceasefire.
Hamas has rejected those proposals and
says it won't disarm as long as Israel
occupies Palestinian territory. The
Hamas official said the group does not
trust either Netanyahu or the US after
they shattered the existing ceasefire
agreement, which had facilitated the
release of over 30 hostages.

The Egyptian official said mediators
had the impression that President
Donald Trump wants a deal before he
visits the region next month. Trump
will travel to Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates from May 13
to May 16.
France, Germany condemn
Israeli food blockade
Israel ended the ceasefire last month by
launching a surprise bombardment
across the territory that killed hundreds
of Palestinians. Ground forces have
expanded a buffer zone along the bor-
der, encircled the southern city of
Rafah and now controls around 50 per
cent of the territory.

Israel says the military operations
and the tightened blockade are tactics
to pressure Hamas to release hostages.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Amman (Jordan)

Jordan announced
Wednesday a sweeping
ban on the Muslim

Brotherhood that could
include shutting down the
country's largest opposition
party, after accusing the group
of planning attacks.

The Islamic Action Front, a
political party linked to the
regionwide Brotherhood, won
the most seats in parliamen-
tary elections held last year
against the backdrop of mass
protests against Israel over its
war with Hamas.

Jordan banned the Muslim
Brotherhood a decade ago but
officially licensed a splinter
group and continued to toler-
ate the Islamic Action Front
while restricting some its activ-
ities. It was not immediately
clear how far the latest ban
would go. Police surrounded
the party's headquarters after
Wednesday's announcement
and were searching it.

The Interior Ministry said
the Muslim Brotherhood is
now considered an illegal
organisation and announced
a ban on any political activi-
ties related to the group and
the closure of its offices. It said
efforts to confiscate the
group's assets would be accel-
erated. “It has been proven
that members of the group
operate in the dark and
engage in activities that could
destabilize the country,” the
ministry said. “Members of
the dissolved Muslim
Brotherhood have tampered
with security and national
unity, and disrupted security
and public order.”

It said a son of one of the
group's leaders had joined
others in trying to manufac-
ture and test explosives to be
used against security forces,
without providing names or
further details. Last week,
Jordan said it had arrested 16
people accused of manufac-
turing short-range missiles,
possessing explosives and
automatic weapons, conceal-
ing a ready-to-use missile,
and illegally recruiting and
training people. The govern-
ment said the accused belong
to what it called “unlicensed
groups,” referring to the
Muslim Brotherhood. The
Brotherhood denied the alle-
gations and said it was com-
mitted to Jordan's security.

Jordan is a close Western ally
that has long been seen as a
bastion of stability in the
volatile Middle East. It borders
Israel, the occupied West Bank,
Syria, Jordan, Iraq and Saudi
Arabia, and is hosting refugees
from multiple conflicts.

Jordan bans
Muslim
Brotherhood 

Israeli strike on school-turned-shelter kills 23 Afghan Taliban
Government
condemns 
J and K attack
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GNDU, NSE ACADEMY LAUNCH
MBA IN FINANCIAL ANALYTICS
Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University has signed a
three-year MoU with NSE Academy to launch an
MBA in Financial Analytics, blending academic
rigor with industry insights. The program will offer
live projects, certifications, and practical training
starting this academic session.

GNDU NATIONAL SEMINAR
ON INDIAN KNOWLEDGE
SYSTEM 
Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University’s Hindi
Department, in collaboration with the Central
Hindi Directorate, held a two-day national
seminar titled “Indian Knowledge System: A
Multidimensional Legacy”, highlighting India’s
rich literary and philosophical traditions.
Eminent scholars and cultural figures from
across the country participated.

INBRIEF

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The government has no plans to
increase its shareholding in
Vodafone Idea (VIL) as it does not
want the telecom operator to

turn into a public sector undertaking
(PSU), Communications Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia has said.

Sending out a strong message to
Vodafone Idea, Scindia said in an interview
that it is now the telco’s job to ensure it per-
forms. After the recent conversion of Rs
36,950 crore of outstanding spectrum auc-
tion dues into equity, the government now
holds 48.99 per cent shares in Vodafone
Idea Ltd. Prior to this, the government’s
stake was about 22.6 per cent.

It is pertinent to mention that any addi-
tional stake could potentially turn the com-
pany into a PSU - bringing it under the
administrative control of the government
which would then get to appoint the board.
Also the company would come under the

purview of CAG and other oversight
bodies, under such circumstances.

“It is now their (VIL’s) job to ensure that
they perform. Government today has 49
per cent of the company. There is no inten-
tion for the government to make that into
a PSU. So we will stick to 49 per cent,”
Scindia said. On his assessment of impact
of dues conversion on VIL’s health and
future competitiveness, specially given
wide skepticism that the telco may still
struggle to meet future payment obliga-
tions, the minister said: “That question
should be directed at VIL... It is now their
job to ensure that they perform”.

Analysts have been saying that govern-
ment relief to Vodafone Idea into through
dues-to-equity conversion may ease near-
term liquidity constraints for the the
telco, but that structural challenges remain
for the operator with factors like stabili-
sation of subscriber base, tariff hikes, long-
pending debt raise, and further relief on
dues being vital for the telco’s long-term

survival. On the issue of MTNL’s default
on bank loans, the minister noted that it
has substantial land bank and informed
that same will be monetised for clearing
dues of banks and debt.

“MTNL now has a large amount of asset
base in terms of its land bank. We are today
progressing on that. And through NLMC
- National Land Monetisation Committee
- that land will be divested and through the
proceeds of that land, all dues to banks and
debt will be taken care of,” Scindia assured.

He did not specify timelines that may

be involved for such monetisation, and said
he is persuing the matter.

“NLMC is under DIPAM and the
Finance Ministry. I am pursuing with
them. As soon as that’s done that will be
taken care of,” the minister said.

It is pertinent to mention here that state-
run telecom firm MTNL has defaulted on
bank loans worth `8,346.24 crore from
seven public sector banks, according to a
statutory filing by the company over the
weekend. The loss-making public sector
telecom firm’s total debt obligations reached
`33,568 crore as on March 31, 2025,
according to the filing dated April 19.

The total loan default includes `3,633.42
crore of debt raised from Union Bank of
India, `2,374.49 crore of Indian Overseas
Bank, `1,077.34 crore of Bank of India,
`464.26 crore Punjab National Bank, ̀ 350.05
crore from State Bank of India, ̀ 266.30 crore
from UCO Bank and ̀ 180.3 crore along with
principal and interest payment.

The defaults in loan payment occurred

between August 2024 to February 2025.
The total debt on the company compris-
es ̀ 8,346 crore bank loan, Rs 24,071 crore
sovereign guarantee (SG) bond, and loan
of `1,151 crore from Department of
Telecom (DoT) for paying SG bond inter-
est. The minister said Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd (BSNL) has scripted an “amaz-
ing turnaround” and lauded it for deliv-
ering a “stellar performance”. “It’s been an
arduous task and it has been an amazing
turnaround. I must, on this occasion, also
thank Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
his belief in BSNL and providing those
relief packages for BSNL without which we
would have not seen this day,” Scindia said.

BSNL during in the October to
December quarter of FY25 has delivered
net profit (`262 crore) for the first time in
18 years. “After 72 quarters, we posted net
profit....It is my firm belief that as we roll
out 4G on an ‘Atmanirbhar’ solution...Only
the fifth in the world to do so (there are
only four other countries that have pro-

duced 4G technology)...India has produced
4G technology. We are rolling out 100,000
towers. As of date, 90,000 towers have been
installed,” he said. About 74,000 towers have
been commissioned. “It is my fervent hope
that by July or so, we will roll out the bal-
ance towers. We then have to stabilise the
network...Then as a next step, ensure
quality of service..The number of call drops,
the amount of latency, the number of inter-
ruptions...And once that is stabilised, then
I intend to move the 4G network, convert
that into a 5G network,” he said.

Doing so would require an additional
equipment, include BTS, to graduate
BSNL from 4G on to 5G.

“The next step would be then to also
strengthen this network. So that’s the path
forward. But I think it is important to keep
BSNL customer-centric. We are also
putting in place a number of software so
that we can connect with the consumer, as
customer service is paramount to us,” the
Minister stated. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Anticipating largescale travel book-
ing cancellations for Jammu and
Kashmir in the aftermath of the

terrorist attack in Pahalgam, aggregators
on Wednesday said they are working with
airlines and hotels to offer free date change
and cancellation waivers to travellers.

Hospitality industry players expect the
terror attack to sow fear in the minds of
tourists who were keen to visit Jammu and
Kashmir, adversely affecting the liveli-
hoods of people in the state who are
dependent on tourism. At least 26 peo-
ple — mostly tourists — were killed by ter-
rorists on Tuesday at the Baisaran mead-
ows in Pahalgam.

“As per the early observations, flight can-
cellations jumped 7x, and a drop in future
bookings by nearly 40 per cent,” said
Manjari Singhal, Chief Growth and

Business Officer, Cleartrip. “As travellers
navigate this difficult situation, our teams
are working round the clock with airline
and hotel partners to provide flexibility and
assistance on bookings/ cancellations.
Our on-ground team is doing everything
in their capacity to offer support to trav-
ellers. We remain committed to providing
continued assistance to both our customers
and partners during this difficult time,” a
MakeMyTrip spokesperson said. 

EaseMyTrip Chairman and Founder
Nishant Pitti said, “In light of the ongo-
ing situation in Srinagar, we at
EaseMyTrip are fully committed to sup-
porting our customers who are travelling
to or from Srinagar. We understand the
uncertainty this situation may cause and
are here to minimise any inconvenience
to your travel plans. To ensure flexibili-
ty, we have extended free change and can-
cellation waivers for all bookings made on
or before April 22, applicable for travel up
to April 30”. 

FAITH (Federation of Associations in
Indian Tourism and Hospitality) General
Secretary Rajiv Mehra said for the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir, tourism is not
just a livelihood, it is their pride, their lega-
cy and their hope.

“This attack has not only harmed inno-
cent lives but has also dealt a cruel blow
to the thousands of families who depend

on tourism to survive. From houseboat
owners and hoteliers to local guides and
artisans, every individual in this chain of
warmth and welcome is affected,” he
observed. 

Indian Association of Tour Operators
(IATO) also expressed its deep anguish
and pain on selected targeting of tourists
in Kashmir by a group of terrorists, say-
ing it strongly condemns the cowardly ter-
ror attack “which is clearly designed to
deeply impact tourism in Kashmir and
create an atmosphere of fear”.

We are shocked and appalled at these
attacks in our country. Since 2020, the
J&K region has seen a steady upswing in
tourism numbers going from 3 million in
2020 to close to 24 million in 2024. This
8x huge surge in tourists impacts and
improves the lives of the long-tail of the
tourism industry and leads to the pros-
perity of the locals. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

European Union watchdogs fined
Apple and Meta hundreds of mil-
lions of euros Wednesday as they

stepped up enforcement of the 27-
nation bloc’s digital competition rules. 

The European Commission imposed
a 500 million euro (USD 571 million)
fine on Apple for preventing app mak-
ers from pointing users to cheaper
options outside its App Store. 

The commission, which is the EU’s
executive arm, also fined Meta
Platforms 200 million euros because it
forced Facebook and Instagram users
to choose between seeing personalised
ads or paying to avoid them.

The punishments were smaller than
the blockbuster multibillion-euro fines
that the commission has previously
slapped on Big Tech companies in
antitrust cases. 

Apple and Meta have to comply with
the decisions within 60 days or risk
unspecified “periodic penalty pay-
ments,” the commission said. 

The decisions were expected to come
in March, but the self-imposed dead-
line slipped amid an escalating trans-
Atlantic trade war with US President
Donald Trump, who has repeatedly
complained about regulations from
Brussels affecting American companies. 

The penalties were issued under the
EU’s Digital Markets Act, also known
as the DMA. It’s a sweeping rulebook
that amounts to a set of do’s and don’ts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Stock markets extended the winning
run to seventh day on Wednesday
with benchmark BSE Sensex jumping

520 points to close above 80,000 level for
the first time in four months driven by
strong gains in IT and auto shares.

The 30-share Sensex rose by 520.90
points or 0.65 per cent to settle at 80,116.49,
the highest closing level since December
18. During the day, it surged 658.96
points or 0.82 per cent to 80,254.55.

The NSE Nifty rallied 161.70 points or
0.67 per cent to 24,328.95.

Foreign fund inflows and positive glob-
al trends also boosted the market senti-
ment, analysts said.

Among the Sensex firms, HCL Tech
surged the most by 7.72 per cent after the
firm posted an 8.1 per cent increase in con-
solidated net profit at `4,307 crore for
March quarter 2024-25, mainly on account
of large deals with a total contract value of
about `25,500 crore.

Tech Mahindra, Tata Motors, Infosys,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tata Steel, Bharti Airtel and
Maruti were also among major gainers.

Banking shares witnessed a sell-off
after recent sharp gains with leading pri-

vate lender HDFC Bank dropping by 1.98
per cent to emerge as the biggest loser
among Sensex shares.

Kotak Mahindra Bank, State Bank of
India, Axis Bank, ITC and UltraTech
Cement were also among the laggards.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi
index, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng settled in the positive
territory. Shanghai SSE Composite ended
marginally lower. Markets in Europe were
trading significantly higher.

US markets bounced back sharply on
Tuesday. Nasdaq Composite surged 2.71
per cent, Dow Jones Industrial Average
jumped 2.66 per cent and S&P 500 rallied
2.51 per cent.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth ̀ 1,290.43 crore on
Tuesday, according to exchange data.

“The Indian equity market sustained its
positive momentum, driven by better
outcome from the latest set of IT results
and optimistic forward-looking com-
ments. However, profit-booking was vis-
ible in financials after the recent sharp rally.

“While US-China trade tensions appear
to be easing, a rally in US tech stocks has
further bolstered overall global market sen-
timent,” Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Limited, said.

Markets rise for 7th day
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

New research from Rubrik Zero
Labs has traced that Indian organ-
isations are facing a wave of cyber-

attacks. In the past one year, 80 percent
of Indian organisations that experienced
a ransomware attack paid a ransom to
recover their data or to stop the ran-
somware attack. Significantly, 52 per cent
of Indian organisations paid a ransom due
to data extortion threats while 44 per cent
of Indian organisations reported that
cyber attackers successfully affected their
backup and recovery options.

Accepting that cyberattacks are a con-
stant threat, the RZL research, “The
State of Data Security in 2025: A
Distributed Crisis,” also notes that 65per
cent of organisations in India store their
sensitive data across 2-3 multiple environ-
ments (on-premises, Cloud, or SaaS)
while 38per cent respondents say that one
of the biggest challenges they face in
securing their data is securing sensitive
data across multiple environments. As
many as 44 per cent of Indian organisa-
tions reported that cyber attackers suc-
cessfully affected their backup and recov-

ery options. The consequences of these
attacks were that 29 per cent of respon-
dents reported financial losses, 31 per cent
noted reputational damage and loss of
customer confidence, and 36 per cent
experienced a forced leadership change
following a cyber incident.

“The State of Data Security in 2025: A
Distributed Crisis” is based on insights
from over 1,600 IT and security leaders
across 10 countries (half of whom were
CIOs or CISOs) from the US, UK,
France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands,
Japan, Australia, Singapore and India.
From India 125 IT respondents partici-
pated in the survey conducted by
Wakefield Research. 

RZL research — “The State of Data
Security in 2025: A Distributed Crisis,” –
states that globally, 90per cent of the IT
and security leaders reported cyberattacks
in the past year. It also reveals the haz-
ards that hybrid environments are creat-
ing, leading to a cloud security crisis that
organisations are unprepared to address.
“Many organisations that move to the
cloud assume their providers will handle
security,” said Joe Hladik, Head of Rubrik
Zero Labs. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Alcoholic beverage maker’s body
CIABC on Wednesday urged the
government to introduce uni-

form taxation for the sector and allow
promotion of heritage spirits like ‘Mahua’
and ‘Feni’ globally, saying such reforms
are vital to boost exports and help
Indian brands compete internationally.

Deepak Roy, Chairman at
Confederation of Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Industry (CIABC), also said
that the government should allow the
industry to communicate freely with its
consumers.

With the government’s help, Indian
heritage spirits can be promoted in
international markets, as they have great
potential in India and globally, he said.

Roy was speaking at the AlcoBev India
2025, the industry conclave organised by
CIABC here.

“One segment that can really make it
happen is the Indian heritage spirits.
When ‘Tequila’ can be synonymous with
Mexico, ‘Sake’ with Japan and ‘Soju’ with
Korea, the same we can achieve interna-
tionally with ‘Feni’ or ‘Mahua’, which have
a rich cultural legacy. We need to get out
of the old mindset and promote Indian
heritage spirits,” he said.

He added that different taxation lev-
els in states are a big challenge for the
industry.

“There is no cohesive strategy for the
Indian alcoholic beverage industry. The
industry needs a uniform taxation mech-
anism which will propel the growth,” he
added.

Alcohol industry seeks
uniform taxation for sector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The rupee depreciated 25 paise and
settled for the day at 85.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on

Wednesday, on surge in crude oil prices
and importer demand for the American
currency.

Forex traders said the American curren-
cy recovered, supported by Donald
Trump’s softened stance — particularly
towards the Federal Reserve and China.

However, positive domestic markets and
weak US dollar index and foreign fund
inflows supported the domestic unit at
lower levels.

Forex traders said the market found sup-
port after Trump on Tuesday backed off
from threats to fire FED Chair Jerome
Powell after days of intensifying criticism
against him for not cutting rates. Trump
also signalled the possibility of lower tar-
iffs against China.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 85.24, and
touched an intra-day low of 85.52 against
the greenback. The unit ended the session
at 85.44 (provisional), registering a loss of
25 paise over its previous closing level.

On Tuesday, the rupee settled lower by
4 paise at 85.19 against the US dollar.

“We expect the rupee to trade with a
positive bias amid risk on sentiments in the
global markets and FII inflows. Overall
weakness in the US dollar may also sup-
port the rupee.

Analysts claim that government
relief to Vodafone Idea into
through dues-to-equity
conversion may ease near-term
liquidity constraints, but 
that structural challenges
remain for the operator

Hospitality industry players
expect the terror attack to sow
fear in the minds of tourists
who were keen to visit Jammu
and Kashmir, adversely
affecting the livelihoods of
people in the state

Will not to raise stake in Vodafone Idea: Scindia

‘90 per cent IT and security

experts report cyberattacks’ 

Rupee falls 25
paise to settle
at 85.44 against
US dollar designed to give consumers and business-

es more choice and prevent Big Tech “gate-
keepers” from cornering digital markets.

The DMA seeks to ensure “that citizens
have full control over when and how their
data is used online, and businesses can
freely communicate with their own cus-
tomers,” Henna Virkkunen, the commis-
sion’s executive vice-president for tech sov-
ereignty, said in a statement. 

“The decisions adopted today find that
both Apple and Meta have taken away this
free choice from their users and are
required to change their behaviour,”
Virkkunen said. Both companies indicat-
ed they would appeal. Apple accused the
commission of “unfairly targeting” the
iPhone maker, and said it “continues to
move the goal posts” despite the compa-
ny’s efforts to comply with the rules.

Meta Chief Global Affairs Officer Joel
Kaplan said in a statement that the
“Commission is attempting to handicap
successful American businesses while
allowing Chinese and European companies
to operate under different standards.” 

In a press briefing in Brussels, commis-
sion spokespeople sought to tamp down
concerns that the penalties would inflame
trade tensions. 

“We don’t care who owns a company. We
don’t care where the company is located,”
commission spokesperson Thomas
Regnier told reporters. “We are totally
agnostic on that front from a European

Union.”  “And be it a Chinese company, be
an American company, or be it a European
company, you will have to play by the rules
in the European Union.”

In the App Store case, the Commission
had accused the iPhone maker of impos-
ing unfair rules preventing app develop-
ers from freely steering consumers to other
channels. Among the DMA’s provisions are
requirements to let developers inform cus-
tomers of cheaper purchasing options and
direct them to those offers.

The commission said it ordered Apple
to remove technical and commercial
restrictions that prevent developers from
steering users to other channels, and to end
“non-compliant” conduct.

Apple said it has “spent hundreds of
thousands of engineering hours and made
dozens of changes to comply with this law,
none of which our users have asked for.”
“Despite countless meetings, the
Commission continues to move the goal
posts every step of the way,” the company
said. The EU’s Meta investigation centred
on the company’s strategy to comply with
strict European data privacy rules by giv-
ing users the option of paying for ad-free
versions of Facebook and Instagram. 

Users could pay at least 10 euros a
month to avoid being targeted by ads based
on their personal data. The US tech giant
rolled out the option after the European
Union’s top court ruled Meta must first get
consent before showing ads to users.

Regulators took issue with Meta’s model,
saying it doesn’t allow users to exercise
their right to “freely consent” to allowing
their personal data from its various ser-
vices, which also include Facebook
Marketplace, WhatsApp, and Messenger,
to be combined for personalised ads.

Meta rolled out a third option in
November giving Facebook and Instagram
users in Europe the option to see fewer per-
sonalised ads if they don’t want to pay for
an ad-free subscription. 

The commission said it 
ordered Apple to remove
technical and commercial
restrictions that prevent
developers from steering users
to other channels, and to end
‘non-compliant’ conduct

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Gurgaon

Jitendra Srivastava, IAS, has assumed
charge as Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of REC Limited on

April 22, 2025.
On 18th April 2025, the Appointments

Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) appoint-
ed Srivastava, who is an IAS from Bihar
Cadre (2000 Batch), as the CMD of REC.
This appointment has been made in the
rank and pay of Additional Secretary to the
Government of India, under the Ministry
of Power.

Srivastava is a seasoned civil servant
with over two decades of distinguished ser-
vice. Over the yea3rs, he has held several
key administrative and leadership roles
across the Government of India and the
Government of Bihar.

Srivastava has served as Joint Secretary
in the Department of Drinking Water and

Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti from
January 2023 onwards. Earlier, he served
as Secretary to Govt. of Bihar in Home
Department and Public Health
Engineering Department (PHED).

He holds a B.A. (Hons) in Economics
from Delhi University's Hansraj College
and MBA (Finance) from Cochin
University of Science and Technology.

Jitendra Srivastava
appointed CMD of REC

EU fines Apple 500 million Euros and
Meta 200 million in separate cases

Pahalgam terror attack: Hospitality industry braces
for Kashmir travel booking cancellations 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Manchester

Pep Guardiola celebrated wildly as
Manchester City took a big step
toward Champions League qualifi-

cation with a 2-1 victory over Aston Villa
in the Premier League. With clenched
fists, the City manager roared with
delight after Matheus Nunes struck deep
into stoppage time at the Etihad Stadium.

“I was so happy. I have to admit it,”
Guardiola said after a win that could 
help salvage a troubled season for his once
dominant team.

The late winner moved four-time
defending league champion City up to
third in the standings, with the top five
securing a place in European club soccer’s
top competition. Nunes fired home from
a tight angle in the fourth minute of added
time after Jeremy Doku’s low cross
through the box. The game had looked
destined to end in a draw after Bernardo
Silva’s first-half goal had been canceled
out by a Marcus Rashford penalty.

There is still likely to be a tense battle
for the Champions League with a clutch
of teams in contention going into the final
weeks of the season and just four points
separating third to seventh in the stand-
ings. But City’s fate is in its own hands
after a troubled campaign that saw its title
defense unravel before Christmas and its
hopes of winning the Champions League
end in the playoffs.

A top-five finish would go some way
to ending the season on a high — and
Guardiola’s celebration was evidence of
just how important the win could prove
to be.

“We have a lot of pressure for the club
to go to the Champions League,” said
Guardiola, whose City team won the
competition for the first time in 2023.

“If we win the next four games, it will
have been so important,” he added.

Victory moved City up to 61 points and
above Nottingham Forest in fourth and
Newcastle in fifth. Chelsea is sixth and
Villa, with 57 points, is seventh.

England’s top flight will be given a
bonus fifth Champions League place
because of the performances of English
teams in Europe this season. Both City
and Villa have played a game more than
their top-five rivals. But City knows a per-
fect record from its remaining four
league games would guarantee a place in
next season’s Champions League.

It would be the 15th season in a row
that City has qualified for the competi-
tion and would provide an uplifting finale
to a campaign that brought an end to
Guardiola’s recent dominance of English
soccer. 

There is likely to be a rebuild in the off-
season, with Kevin De Bruyne leaving and
Silva and Ilkay Gundogan also in the lat-
ter stages of their careers. But it was Silva
who provided the opener for City in the
seventh minute from close range after

Omar Marmoush’s cutback. Rashford
had already hit the post for Villa by that
point after bursting into the box seconds
after kickoff. And the on-loan Manchester
United forward was on the score sheet in
the 18th — equalising from the penalty
spot following a VAR review of Ruben
Dias’ foul on Jacob Ramsey in the box.

Defeat was a blow to Villa’s hopes of
making it back-to-back seasons in the
Champions League after returning to the
competition for the first time in 41 years
this term and advancing to the quarter-
finals. “Of course, today we lost, but there
are still matches to play, still points to play
(for). We will have chances to get the
Champions League,” Villa manager Unai
Emery said. 

“I am happy how we are reacting, how
every player is facing the moment we are
(in).” Both City and Villa are also in the
semifinals of the FA Cup.

Villa plays Crystal Palace on Saturday,
and City plays Nottingham Forest 
on Sunday.

Man City scores late winner
to beat Aston Villa 2-1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Madrid

At a time when the relevance of ODIs has become a topic
of debate, former Australian captain Steve Waugh has bat-
ted for the format, saying that it would never lose sig-

nificance as the quadrennial World Cup is akin to the
“Olympics of cricket”.

In an interaction with select media on the sidelines of the
Laureus World Sports awards here, Waugh said despite the pres-
sure of shorter formats, ODIs are holding ground as was evi-
dent from the record viewership garnered by the 2023 World
Cup. “Everyone seems to think one-day cricket’s not going to
survive, but then you have the World Cup and it’s huge and the
ratings are massive and people love it and fall back in love with
the game. Then it dies down for a couple years and we go through
the same scenario,” Waugh said.

“So right now, somehow we’re managing to fit three formats
of the game in and there’s pressure of T10 maybe coming in,
so could be four, four formats of cricket. I don’t know how that’s
all going to get managed, but right now it seems to be going
okay. “World Cup is significant for one-day cricket. It’s pretty
much the Olympics, to play (the World Cup) every four years,”
he added. Cricket will have its share of spotlight in the actual
Olympics as well when it makes a comeback to the Games after
more than 100 years in the 2028 Los Angles edition. 

Waugh also offered his views on other issues concerning inter-
national cricket right now, including the obvious Indian dom-
inance in the administration of the sport and the revenue shar-
ing arrangement that favours big Test-playing nations.

A recent study by the World Cricketers Association (WCA)
claimed that the BCCI currently receives 38.5 per cent of the
global cricket revenue, and recommended the figure be
brought down to 10 per cent to ensure fairer distribution.

Calling for equal pay for all Test players regardless of nation-
ality, Waugh said: “If you play a Test match, every player who
plays a Test match should have equal pay.

“No one listened to me, but I said that in 1999 in an article,
that every Test match player should get paid the same. You play
a Test match, the fee should be exactly the same,” added the 59-
year-old.

The report also highlighted the congested international sched-
ule, with overlapping bilateral and domestic leagues making it dif-
ficult to manage player workload and team commitments. When
pointed out that only the IPL has a designated window, Waugh
was candid: “BCCI runs world cricket, that’s why they have their
own window. Simple.”

Bumrah among best but unfair to compare
others with him
Among players, Waugh hailed Indian pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah as one of the finest pacers of modern era, but said it
would be unfair to assess other Indian fast bowlers using the
same yardstick.

“Bumrah obviously is one of the best bowlers of this mod-
ern era, if not of all time. It’s very hard when you’re judging the
other players on him because he’s at the elite level. But India
have got plenty of backup and plenty of quick bowlers,” he felt.
Bumrah has led India’s pace attack almost single-handedly for
quite a while and remains one of the most feared bowlers across
formats. However, frequent injury concerns have plagued his
career in recent times. The 31-year-old was India’s standout per-
former during the four-match Test series in Australia, which
the visitors lost 1-3. “There’s plenty of Indian bowlers out there.
Obviously, Bumrah had a great series (in Australia).
(Mohammed) Siraj did pretty well and some of the young guys
coming through,” he said.

With Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli in the twilight of their
international careers, both are eyeing the 2027 ODI World Cup
as their swansong. The duo has already announced their retire-
ment from T20Is.

Waugh said their participation will depend on “form, fitness
and motivation”.

“I’m not sure. I mean I don’t follow their careers that close-
ly but they’ve both been incredible cricketers for India,” the for-
mer skipper said when asked if he sees them playing a role in
the 2027 edition. 

Every career has got to end at some stage. They’ve both been
outstanding and they’re still world-class players now but lots
of things coming up.

World Cup Olympics of cricket, says Steve Waugh

15 selected for NCOEs from ASMITA
sub-junior hockey league
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Five under-16 girls from Mizoram
are among the 15 hockey players
selected by the Sports Authority of

India to be inducted into the various
National Centres of Excellence
(NCOEs).

Seen as the building block for
women’s hockey in India, the girls have
been chosen after the conclusion of the
2024-25 season of the ASMITA leagues
matches. 

The 15 selected for training at the
NCOEs include three players from
Haryana and two each from Jharkhand
and Odisha, besides girls from Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh. 

Piyush Dubey,  hockey’s High
Performance Director for SAI and
Khelo India, said these girls have been
chosen keeping future Olympics in
mind. 

“We have to think of a pathway and
these girls have the potential to make it
to the senior national team. In the last
three-four years, ASMITA has provid-
ed the opportunity to see so many play-
ers in action and this is a welcome
change in our hockey ecosystem. This
did not exist before,” said Dubey. 

He added that many players like
Sunelita Toppo, Sujata Kujur and Sakshi
Rana have emerged from this hockey
league and are now representing India. 

Six teams featuring 120 under-16

players took part in the ASMITA sub-
junior hockey league’s final phase. 

A total of 17 matches were played in
the Rs 15.5 lakh prize money event. SAI
Shakti won the team championship for
the third consecutive time beating
Madhya Pradesh Hockey Academy 2-1
in the final match at the Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium here. 

Mizoram’s ascendency in women’s
hockey has been quite startling. For the
first time in its history, the tiny North-
eastern state, known for its footballers
and boxers, won a bronze medal in the
senior national women’s hockey cham-
pionship in Panchkula.

Dubey said the Mizoram girls have
shown immense improvement in the last
five-six years and credit goes to the
coaches who are working at the SAI cen-
tre in Thenzawl. Lalrothuami, a 2009
junior India player, said young girls are
taking interest in hockey and some 40
are training at the SAI centre. 

Mizoram have found a unique way to
attract youngsters to play hockey. The
image and profile of current Indian
women’s team player and Tokyo
Olympian Lalremsiami have been used
in advertisements and social media to
attract girls to participate in trials. 

“The response has been fairly good
from the villages. Two of our girls —
Lalthantluangi and Lalrinpuii — are
ASMITA products and are junior Indian
team members. They are a great adver-

tisement for us and we are very happy
that five Mizoram girls have been select-
ed for training at NCOEs,” said
Lalrothuami. 

“Our players need more competitive
exposure and better training ecosystem.
In terms of skills, all players are more
or less equal but Mizo girls are stronger
and have the stamina. 

We hope they will utilise the facilities
at NCOEs well.” However, selection at
NCOEs does not guarantee long-term
membership. There are two assess-
ments every year and players are judged
on the three basic parametres —physi-
cal strength, sports science tests and
skills. 

The following players have been
selected: 

For NCOE Lucknow : Shweta
Upadhyay (Haryana), Rashi (Haryana). 

For NCOE Mumbai: Laldinpuii
(Mizoram), Binita Karketta (Jharkhand),
Suneli Burh (Odisha), Salmi Jadia
(Odisha). 

For NCOE Delhi: Tulashi (Andhra
Pradesh),  Pearlin (Karnataka),
Vanlarinluii (Mizoram), Lalnulfelli
(Mizoram). 

For NCOE Sonipat: Diya (Haryana). 
For NCOE Bhopal:  Aradhana

Rajbhar (Uttar Pradesh), Shivani Khalko
(Jharkhand). 

For NCOE Kolkata: Loicy
Lalthanpuii (Mizoram), Lalfakwami
(Mizoram). 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s sporting fraternity oscillated
between grief and rage as it joined the
nation in condemning the deadly ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam with some

demanding that the country should cut all
sports ties with Pakistan.

On Tuesday, terrorists opened fire at a
prime tourist location in south Kashmir’s
Pahalgam, killing at least 26 civilians and
injuring several others. The Resistance
Front (TRF), a shadow group of the
banned Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terror group, has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

Sachin Tendulkar and Virat Kohli
expressed shock as they mourned the 
loss of lives. 

“The affected families must be going
through an unimaginable ordeal — India
and the world stand united with them at
this dark hour, as we mourn the loss of lives
and pray for justice,” Tendulkar wrote.

“Heartfelt condolences to the families of
the victims. Praying for peace and strength
to families all those who lost their lives and
justice to be served for their cruel act,”
Kohli posted on his Instagram.

Similar sentiments were expressed by
other top players such as Jasprit Bumrah
and Suryakumar Yadav. Pacer Mohammed
Siraj posted an emotional message in
which he called for justice.

“To target and kill innocent civilians in

the name of religion is pure evil... No cause,
no belief, no ideology can ever justify such
a monstrous act.Yeh kaisi ladai hai...Jahaan
insaan ki jaan ki koi keemat hi nahi (what
sort of a fight is this in which there is no
value for human life),” he asked.

“I hope this madness ends soon and
these terrorists are found and punished,
without mercy,” he added. Former India
cricketer Shreevats Goswami wrote a

strongly-worded post, demanding an end
to all sporting ties with Pakistan.

“And this is exactly why I say — you
don’t play cricket with Pakistan. Not now.
Not ever. When BCCI or the government
refused to send India to the Champions
Trophy in Pakistan, some had the audac-
ity to say, ‘Oh, but sport should rise above
politics’,” Goswami wrote. 

“...Murdering innocent Indians seems to

be Pakistan’s national sport and India
should respond with zero tolerance and not
with bats and balls,” he added.

While India has not played bilateral
cricket with Pakistan since 2012–13, and
the BCCI declined to send its team for the
Champions Trophy earlier this year, other
Indian teams have continued to travel to
Pakistan for international events.

Goswami, who had recently visited

Pahalgam, said he had sensed hope and
peace returning to the valley.

“And now... This bloodshed again. It
breaks something inside you. It makes you
question how many more times we’re
expected to stay silent, stay “sporting,”
while our people die. No more. Not this
time,” he added. An “outraged” Olympic
bronze medal-winning boxer and ruling
BJP member Vijender Singh also called for

firm “action”.
“Our brave soldiers will definitely give

a befitting reply to this cowardly attack in
the coming times. In the presence of the
brave sons of Mother India, the plans of
those who want to disturb the peace in
Jammu and Kashmir will never succeed,”
he asserted. Indian cricket team head coach
and BJP MP Gautam Gambhir wrote,
“Praying for the families of the deceased.
Those responsible for this will pay. India
will strike.” Two-time Olympic medal-win-
ning badminton player PV Sindhu too
penned down an emotional post.

“My heart aches for the victims of the
Pahalgam terror attack. So much pain. So
much loss. No reason, no cause can ever
justify such brutality.

“To the families left behind — your grief
is beyond words, but you are not alone.We
are with you. In these dark moments, may
we find strength in each other, and never
let go of the hope that peace will return!”
Sindhu wrote. Olympic gold medallist duo
of javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra and
Abhinav Bindra prayed for the victims.

“Heartbroken by the tragic attack in
Jammu & Kashmir. Prayers for the victims
and their families,” Chopra wrote.

“Heartbroken by the horrific terrorist
attack in Pahalgam. My thoughts are with
the victims and their families. Terror has
no place in our world , we must stand unit-
ed against hatred and violence,” Bindra
added. 

Indian athletes condemn Pahalgam terror attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Chennai Super Kings as a franchise never presses the panic
button and there is not much to worry about despite the
five-time champions’ ordinary run in the current season IPL,

its CEO Kasi Viswanathan told to media on Wednesday. CSK have
lost a record five games in a row this season and more than halfway
into the tournament, find themselves at the bottom of the points
table with six losses in eight games.

They have lacked firepower in the batting department and cap-
tain Ruturaj Gaikwad’s absence due to an injury has only made
it worse for the storied outfit. CSK CEO has also spoken about
his team’s run in IPL 2025.

“We have not been performing up to the mark. We are trying
to improve and we we will try do well in the next few games. We
have never pressed the panic button in our franchise is not like
that, it is just a game,” Viswanathan told to media. MS Dhoni is
back leading the side in Gaikwad’s absence but as head coach
Stephen Fleming put it ‘he doesn’t have a magic wand’ and can’t
change the team’s fortunes overnight.

Following the defeat to Mumbai Indians, CSK find themselves
in a must-win situation in their remaining six games with Dhoni
already speaking about the planning for 2026.

Can Dhoni script a turn-
around after taking over from
Gaikwad midway into the
tournament? “See, it’s not
the question of anybody. It’s
a question that the team
should do well and not just
one individual. We don’t talk
to the team management.
Dhoni will do what is right
for the team.

“What we are expecting as 
administrators is good per-
formance by the team and
we don’t criticise our team at
all,” he added. 

We never press panic
button: CSK CEO 

Praying for the families of the deceased. Those responsible for 
this will pay. India will strike

— GAUTAM GAMBHIR, INDIAN CRICKET TEAM HEAD COACH

The affected families must be going through an unimaginable ordeal
— India and the world stand united with them at this dark hour

— SACHIN TENDULKAR, CRICKETER


