i facebook.com/dailypioneer

www.dailypioneer.com
X @TheDailyPioneer

instagram.com/dailypioneer @ linkedin.com/in/dailypioneer

NEW DELHI | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 | PAGES 12+4 | 36.00 RNI No. 53466/91. Vol.35 Issue 338

PUBLISHED FROM: DELHI LUCKNOW BHOPAL RAIPUR BHUBANESWAR RANCHI CHANDIGARH DEHRADUN HYDERABAD VIJAYAWADA
J&K CM, Customs Miniature ISSFWC AGENDA
L G offices smpliflication model of Final:
lock horns next big Gandhi Suruchi
over CCE reform: statue set for wins gold,
agerelief FM UK auction Sainyam silver

7

10

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA
TO BE HELD IN JANUARY

The ninth edition of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
annual Pariksha Pe Charcha
will be held in January 2026,
the registrations to which are
open till January 11, according
to Ministry of Education
officials. “Pariksha Pe Charcha
is back with its ninth edition.
Students, parents and teachers
from India and abroad will
engage with the Prime Minister
to discuss exam stress and also
celebrate examinations as an
utsav (festival), as an integral
part of life,” said a senior
official. For the selection of
participants, an online
competition with multiple-
choice questions is being
organised on the MyGov portal
from December 1 to January
11. Students from Classes 6 to
12, teachers and parents can
take part in the competition.

DRONE ATTACK KILLS
50 IN SUDAN

A drone attack by the Sudanese
paramilitary forces hita
kindergarten in south-central
Sudan, killing 50 people,
including 33 children, a doctors’
group said. Paramedics on the
scene in the town of Kalogi in
South Kordofan state were
targeted in “a second
unexpected attack,” Sudan
Doctors’ Network said in a
statement late Friday. Emergency
Lawyers, a rights group tracking
violence against civilians in
Sudan, reported in a statement
Saturday the second strike on
paramedics treating survivors in
Kalogi and said “a third civilian
site near the previous two” was
also attacked.

FULL REPORT ON P9

INCOME BOOST FOR
DAIRY FARMERS

Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on Saturday
expressed confidence that the
implementation of the circular
economy model across the
country will increase dairy
farmers’ income by 20 per cent
in the next five years. Shah was
addressing cattle rearers
associated with Banas Dairy at
an event held at Sanadar village
in Gujarat's Vav-Tharad district to
mark the inauguration of the
dairy’s bio-CNG and fertiliser
plant and ground-breaking of its
milk powder plant. He praised
Banas Dairy’'s management for
successfully developing a model
for a circular economy in the
dairy sector, which includes
generating extra income for
farmers through various means,
such as converting cattle dung
into biogas and bio-fertiliser.
Shah informed the audience that
he had brought several members
of Parliament to Banaskantha to
understand the circular economy
model of Banas Dairy.

FULL REPORT ON P7

FEELING REALLY FREE
IN MIND: VIRAT

Indian batting mainstay Virat
Kohli on Saturday said he is
“feeling really free” mentally after
producing another match-
winning effort to help India clinch
the three-match ODI series, in
which he finished as the leading
run-scorer with 302 runs. Kohli
scored a rapid 45-ball 65 not out
in the third ODI after hitting
centuries in the first two games
to extend his tally to a record 53,
as India crushed South Africa by
nine wickets to win the third ODI
comprehensively. “Honestly,
playing the way | have in the
series is the most satisfying thing
for me. I feel really free in my
mind. | haven’t played like this in
2-3 years,” Kohli told the
broadcaster after the match.
“I know when | can bat like that in
the middle, it helps the team a
long way. Makes me confident,
any situation in the middle, | can
handle that and bring it in favour
of the team,” he added.
Konhli said self-doubt is inevitable
for a batter, irrespective of
experience, but felt it helps in
overall improvement.

FULL REPORT ON P11

Centre dams brakes on soaring airfares amid chaos

Indigo’s fiasco under PMO scanner!

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

With widespread flight disrup-
tions pushing up ticket prices
on several domestic routes, the
Centre on Saturday capped air-
fares in the range of 37,500 to
%18,000, depending on the
distance, amid soaring air
ticket prices due to the IndiGo
flight disruptions.

Invoking its regulatory
powers to ensure fair and rea-
sonable fares across all affect-
ed routes, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation issued a fare-cap
order and directed all airlines
to strictly adhere to it.

As the IndiGo mess and
chaos across the airports
entered its fifth consecutive
day on Saturday, leaving thou-
sands of flyers high and dry,
the ministry also directed the
airline to complete the ticket
refund process for the can-
celled flights by Sunday
evening, as well as ensure
baggage separated from the
travellers is delivered in the
next two days.

The refund process for all
cancelled or disrupted flights
must be completed by 8 pm on
Sunday, the ministry said in a
statement. On Saturday, more
than 800 flights were can-
celled at various airports.

Under the limits, for a flight
flying up to 500 kilometres, the

ED files chargesheet against
Rdiance Power, 10 others

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Saturday said it has
filed a chargesheet against
businessman Anil Ambani’s
group company, Reliance
Power Ltd and 10 othersina
money laundering case
linked to the issuance of an
alleged fake bank guarantee
of 368 crore for securing
a tender.

The other accused named
in the prosecution complaint
includes former Reliance
Power CFO Ashok Kumar Pal,
Reliance NU BESS Ltd and
Rosa Power Supply Company
Ltd (subsidiaries of Reliance
Power), an Odisha-based
“shell” company Biswal
Tradelink Private Limited, its
MD Patha Sarathi Biswal,
Biothane Chemicals Pvt Ltd
and trade financing consul-
tant Amar Nath Dutta. Some
other accused include
Ravinder Pal Singh Chadha,
Manoj Bhaiyasaheb Pongde
and Punit Narendra Garg, as
per the agency.

Passengers standing in a queue at an IndiGo airlines counter at T1 of the IGIA in New Delhi PTI

fares are capped at%7,500, and
for 500-1,000 kilometres, the
ticket price cap is ¥12,000. For
flights operating 1,000-1,500
kilometres, the fares are
limited at 15,000 and for
flights above 1,500 kilome-
tres, the cap is ¥18,000. These
limits apply uniformly across
all airlines and booking plat-
forms. The ministry clarified
that these limits exclude
applicable UDF, PSF and taxes,
and will not apply to Business
Class or RCS-UDAN flights.

The chargesheet has been
filed under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at the
Patiala House court in Delhi
on Friday, as per officials. The
case pertains to a bank guar-
antee of¥68.2 crore submit-
ted to secure a tender from
the Solar Energy Corporation
of India Limited (SECI) on
behalf of Reliance NU BESS
Limited, a subsidiary of
Reliance Power, a listed
company. The company
(Reliance NU BESS) was for-
merly known as Maharashtra
Energy Generation Limited.

Probe found, as per the
agency, that Reliance Group
officials were well aware
that this was a “fake” bank
guarantee. “Fraudulent”
endorsements were being
submitted to SECI from a
“spoofed” email ID of SBI, and
when SECI detected the
fraud, Reliance Group
arranged a genuine Bank
Guarantee from IDBI Bank
within a day of intimation of
the fraud by SECI.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

The cap means that for a
Delhi-Mumbai flight, which is
covered in a distance of over
1,300 kilometres, the fare for at
least the economy class is
capped at %18,000.

The ministry’s move
comes at a time when pas-
sengers across the country
have been reporting sky-
rocketing last-minute fares,
in some cases crossing
%25,000 and up to ¥80,000
on popular metro routes.
With the holiday and

wedding travel season
ramping up, officials said
stabilising the market had
become an urgent necessity.
The last time the
Government-imposed fare
caps was in May 2020, when
a limited number of flights
were allowed to resume fol-
lowing a two-month ban
during lockdown measures.
The caps were different
price slabs based on

flight distance.
CONTINUED ON >> P4

MoCA issues
show-cause to
IndiGo CEO, seeking
response in 24 hours

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The airliner IndiGo’s chaotic
handling of the situation at
airports across the country
during Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to India
has reportedly not gone
down well with the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).
Sources said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was briefed
on the IndiGo crisis, and
thereafter, the PMO swung
into action, which got in
direct touch with the
country’s largest air carrier
CEO Pieter Elbers.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) also sum-
moned senior IndiGo offi-
cials for a meeting, indicating
the seriousness of the situa-
tion. Sources said there is a
demand to seek the removal
of IndiGo’s CEO Pieter Elbers,
after the airline’s chaotic han-
dling of the new rules for
pilots’ rest hours led to mass

cancellations and stranded

New Delhi: The Railways
announced 84 special trains
across all zones for
Saturday to help people
facing travel disruptions
due to the mass flight
cancellations by IndiGo. In a
coordinated move by the
Railway Ministry, the trains,
which are to make 104
trips, were arranged in the
shortest possible time after
analysis of train traffic
situations in major cities
such as New Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Patna,
and Howrah, among others.
“The number of special
trains and their trips might
increase further depending
on the traffic scenario. All
zones have been asked to

tens of thousands of passen-
gers across the country. A
heavy financial penalty is
also being weighed on the
budget carrier that com-
mands nearly two-thirds of
the domestic market share,
sources added. IndiGo can-
celled over 1600 flights on
Saturday, which was 600
more than a day earlier. The
airline’s on-time performance
from six metro airports

make use of all available
resources, including rolling
stock as well as manpower,
to safely operate these
trains for the convenience
of lakhs of passengers
stranded at different parts
of the country due to flight
cancellations,” said Dilip
Kumar, Executive Director,
Information & Publicity,
Railway Board.

Officials said efforts are
being made to make people
aware of the trains, and
some divisions have even
disseminated information at
nearby airports to help
passengers. All zones have
issued notifications
regarding special trains
along with their schedules.

plunged to 3.7 per cent on
Friday, as per the civil aviation
ministry website.

With the carrier’s mass
cancellations triggering
nationwide chaos, officials
are also considering reduc-
ing the number of flights
that IndiGo is allowed to
operate, sources said,
signalling the toughest
action yet against airline.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

PM sets 10-year deadline to end ‘Slave Mentality’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday urged
people to completely rid
the country of the slave
mentality in the next 10
years, asserting that every
sector today is shedding
the colonial mindset and
aiming for new achieve-
ments with pride. He also
said the term Hindu rate of
growth was used when
India was struggling for 2-3
per cent growth.

“The policy of Macaulay,
which sowed the seeds of
mental slavery in India, will
complete 200 years in 2035.
This means there are 10

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

To rationalise traffic move-
ment, the Delhi Government
plans to establish the Delhi
Unified Metropolitan
Transport Authority (DUMTA)
to end the multiplicity of
transport agencies. Once
approved, bodies such as the
Delhi Transport Corporation,
Public Works Department,
Transport Department, and
Delhi Traffic Police will func-
tion under a single umbrella.

The Rekha Gupta
Government has also
announced the creation of a

years left. Therefore, in these
very 10 years, we all must
come together to free our
country from the slave men-
tality,” he said.

“Linking the growth of
the country with the faith of
its people, with their iden-
tity... This was the symbol of
the mindset of colonial-
ism,” he said, addressing the
Hindustan Times Leadership
Summit. An attempt was
made to prove that the
reason for India’s slow
growth was Hindu culture,
Modi said. “Today’s intellec-
tuals who keep searching
for communalism in all
things did not see commu-
nalism in the use of the term
Hindu rate of growth. This

term was made part of
books and research papers
during their time,” he said.

Asserting that India is a
model of high growth and
low inflation, he said the
country’s 8.2 per cent
growth in the second
quarter of this fiscal year
shows that it is becoming
the growth driver of the
global economy.

Modi said that at a time
when the world is full of
uncertainties, India is seen
in a different league. The
changes happening in India
are not just about possibil-
ities but are a saga of
changing thinking and
direction, he said.

CONTINUED ON >> P4  Summit in New Delhi
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Delhi plans to establish DUMTA to end agencies multiplicity

21-member task force to
address the Capital’s trans-
portation challenges by estab-
lishing a unified metropolitan
transport authority. Headed
by the Chief Secretary, the task
force will design the structure
and governance framework
for the proposed DUMTA to
tackle pollution and mobility
issues across the National
Capital Region (NCR). Its key
responsibilities include draft-
ing a strategic mobility plan
and ensuring effective coordi-
nation among transport agen-
cies, with recommendations
to be submitted to the Delhi

DELHI GOVERNMENT
HAS ALSO
ANNOUNCED THE
CREATION OF A
21-MEMBER TASK
FORCE TO ADDRESS
TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES

Lieutenant Governor within
three weeks.

This is not the first time that
the DUMTA has been proposed
to handle transport-related
issues.In 2010, the then Sheila
Dikshit Government had
approved a proposal to create
DUMTA as an agency for the

integrated management of
transport affairs. The move
followed advice from the then
Union Home Minister, P
Chidambaram, who had rec-
ommended setting up an
authority to consolidate all
transport-related functions
under a single entity.

“The growing population,
rising pollution levels,
increased pressure on roads,
and the heightened demand
for a streamlined and organ-
ised public transport system
in Delhi and the NCR have
necessitated the establish-
ment of the Delhi Unified

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking during the Hindustan Times Leadership

PTI

Metropolitan Transport
Authority,” a Government
notification stated. The pro-
posed DUMTA will prepare a
comprehensive strategic
mobility plan, ensure effective
coordination among various
urban transport agencies
across Delhi-NCR, and manage
the Delhi Urban Transport
Fund (DUTF), it added. The task
force will also assist in draft-
ing the DUMTA Bill in consul-
tation with stakeholders,
including State and Central
Government agencies, private
and public institutions.
CONTINUED ON >> P4

Open defecation contaminates Ganga in Haridwar, despite Namami Gange works

ARUN KASHYAP m Haridwar

Despite crores of rupees
being spent on cleaning the
Ganga under the Namami
Gange programme, open
defecation by slum dwellers
along the banks of the holy
river in various parts of
Haridwar continues to con-
taminate the river. Lakhs of
pilgrims from across the
nation and abroad visit
Haridwar for a holy dip in the
Ganga, but the river contin-
ues to be contaminated due
to open defecation.

The Namami Gange
mission was launched to
ensure the purity of the
Ganga, and about 45,000
crore have been spenton it so
far. Works under the project

have brought about some
improvement, but blatant
gaps like open defecation
along the banks of the Ganga
in Haridwar still remain. The
open defecation also con-
tradicts the claims of the
Uttarakhand Government.
In 2017, the State
Government had claimed that
Uttarakhand was Open
Defecation Free (ODF). Before
this announcement was
made, a considerable number
of toilets were constructed
under Namami Gange to
prevent contamination along
the Ganga. However, this cor-
respondent visited various
areas in Haridwar, including
Chandighat, Laljiwala, Bairagi
Camp and Bajriwala, among
others, where residents of

A fact check on Ganga — a
holy river that originates in
the Dev Bhumi but flows
with a sordid tale of human
neglect — flushing human
waste and washing down
multi-crore funding efforts
by the Centre and State.
Today, The Pioneer starts a
campaign to wake up the
authorities, stakeholders,
and last but not least, the
citizens, the most
important link in the chain.

slums defecate in the open
daily. There is a major short-
age of toilets in these settle-
ments, forcing the residents to

defecate in the open. The sit-
uation is the worst in the
Chandighat settlement. About
6,000 people reside in this
area along the Nildhara bank,
but there is not a single
proper toilet in the area. With
no other option, the majori-
ty of the residents of this
slum defecate in the open
near the Namami Gange Ghat,
causing contamination of the
Ganga and the city. The slum
dwellers state that they have
no toilets and hence defecate
in the open, as they have no
other option.

Sheela, who lives in a
shanty in the Chandighat
area, said that they have no
toilet and that her family
defecate in the open.

CONTINUED ON >> P4
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Double decker buses to return on roads, linking iconic sites

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Double decker buses are set
for return to the roads of
Delhi, with the Government
planning to start one such
bus from Pradhanmantri
Sanghrahalaya to other
iconic locations like National
War Memorial and Bharat
Mandapam.

The electric bus, manufac-
tured and provided by Ashok
Leyland under a Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative, was given to the
transport department and
was earlier stationed at
Okhla depot.

Later, the transport depart-
ment handed it over to the
tourism department. “The

tourism department now
plans to ply the bus from the
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya
to other popular sites like the
Bharat Mandapam, War
Memorial, the new
Parliament complex, Dilli
Haat, and others, for tourists,”
a senior official informed.

There are plans to have
evening tours, with the route
more or less finalised and is
likely to be flagged off within
a month, he said.

The official said they have
sought a time from the chief
minister’s office for the flag-
off ceremony and once it is
done, the bus will soon be
plying on the roads of Delhi.

Measuring 9.8 metres in
length and 4.75 metres in
height, the bus offers seating

for more than 63 passengers
in addition to the driver’s
position.

“Through this, we plan to
target foreigners and tourists
who visit Delhi,” the official
said, adding that the bus can
be operated in Lutyens’ Delhi
since there is no issue of
dangling overhead wires,
shorter tree canopies.

“Since the museum closes
by 6 pm, we will start the tour
from there, and then proceed
to other destinations,” he
added. The bus is likely to be
adorned with pictures of
popular tourist attractions
such as the Signature Bridge,
India Gate, and Bharat
Mandapam on it. The bus
ride will be priced at%500 for
adults andZ300 for children

aged between six and twelve.
There will be a guide on
board to inform tourists
about the significance of the
sites they would be visiting,
the official added.

In her budget speech, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
had announced that her
Government will develop a
new tourist circuit covering
the War Memorial, Kartavya
Path, the prime minister
museum, and the new
Parliament complex.

The tourism department
had also discussed plans of
reviving the ‘hop on-hop off’
(Ho-Ho) buses model, which
was stalled in 2020 due to the
COVID pandemic. However,
officials said, for a place like
Delhi, the model may not be

sustainable. “Abroad, the Ho-
Ho buses are available at
regular intervals. But in Delhi,
that won’t be possible
considering the traffic situa-
tion,” he said.

“There were plans for tar-
geted tours, like visits to mar-
ketplaces, heritage monu-
ments, etc, and allotting
brightly coloured buses for
that. But it was felt that,
while people might visit her-
itage monuments, they won’t
like visiting malls or markets
on buses,” the official added.

Double-decker buses
were once a staple of Delhi’s
roads, operated by the
DTC as “Suvidhabuses”. They
disappeared in 1989, phased
out as the ageing fleet
wore down.

Rekha Gupta labels pollution a legacy issue

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Calling the national Capital’s
air pollution woes a legacy
problem, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Saturday
assured that her Government
has been actively working for
the past 10 months to address
these issues. Speaking at the
Hindustan Times Leadership
Summit, Gupta highlighted
that issues like pollution,
garbage mountains, and
broken roads were legacy
issues and her Government is
working to tackle them
through sustained efforts. She
also referred to the clean-up
of the Yamuna river as a “big
project”, stating that her
administration is working
daily to rejuvenate it.

The rapid population
growth in Delhi and the expo-
nential increase in vehicles
have contributed to rising

CM pays floral tribute Dr Ambedkar in Civil Lines

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Saturday paid floral
tribute at his Mahapar-inir-
vana site located in Civil
Lines. She offered her
respects at his statue and
bowed to his immense con-
tribution to the nation.
Remembering Babasaheb,
the Chief Minister said that it
is the collective good fortune
of the nation that he chose
this place for his
Mahaparinirvana.

She added that this site
is one of the ‘Panch
Teerths’ dedicated to

pollution levels, Gupta pointed
out, adding that several
factors, including dust, vehic-
ular emissions, and open
burning, contribute to the
pollution crisis.

“It also matters what
steps were taken by the pre-
vious Government. Our
Government has taken all the
steps needed to tackle pollu-
tion, which were not taken by
the previous Governments,”
she said.

The BJP Government has
taken various steps, including
dust mitigation through the
use of mist technology, provid-
ing cooking gas connections
in the slums and heaters to
security guards to prevent
open burning, strengthening
public transport with electric
buses, to address the
problem of pollution, the Chief
Minister said.

She asserted that solving
these problems requires coop-

Babasaheb by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

On this significant occasion,
Cabinet Minister Ravindra
Indraj Singh, MLA

eration from everyone, stating
that strict measures alone
would not be effective. She
noted that despite a ban on
firecrackers during Diwali this
year, the Air Quality Index
(AQI) remained at similar
levels to the previous year.
She rejected allegations
from opposition parties claim-
ing that the air quality moni-

Suryaprakash Khatri and
other distinguished guests
were also present.

The Chief Minister said that
the life and ideals of Dr

toring stations in the city were
tampered with to report lower
AQI values.

The Delhi Government is
also working regularly to
remove pollution and frothin
the Yamuna river by tapping
the municipal drains and con-

struction and upgradation of

sewage treatment plants, the
Chief Minister said.

Ambedkar continue to
inspire society to walk the
path of social harmony,
equality and justice.

His invaluable contribu-
tion to the drafting of the
Constitution and his lifelong
struggle for the rights of the
marginalised remain as rel-
evant today as ever. The
Chief Minister noted that the
development of Babasaheb
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar’s
Mahapar-inirvana site as one
of the ‘Panch Teerths’ is a his-
toric and visionary initiative
undertaken by the Central
Government under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Five juveniles were appre-
hended in connection with
the killing of a 35-year-old
man, who was found
dead on a railway track
near the traffic underpass
in Delhi’s Wazirabad
industrial area on Friday,
police said.

The accused juveniles
allegedly wanted to take
revenge from the victim —
a history sheeter — for reg-
ularly harassing and extort-
ing money from them, an
official said on Saturday.

A PCR call was received
at1.13 am on Friday report-
ing a body lying on the
railway track. There were
multiple stab wounds and

Narendra Modi.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (HEALTH & EDUCATION)
PW(H&E) DEPTT., CHANDMARI: GUWAHATI-3.
No. CE/TB-VI/Cabinet Meeting/6/2025/

PRESS NOTICE

The Chief Engineer. PW.D. (Health & Education), Assam. Chandmari, Guwahati-3 on behalf of the Governor
of Assam, invites fresh Bids online EPC Mode-1 e-tenders in two bid system (Eligibility and Financial) on
Engineering. Procurement and Construction (EPC) Mode-1 basis from eligible firms /contractors of repute
having experience in similar nature of work, for the following works.
Details of the bid may be seen at e-procurement website i.e. www.assamtenders.gov.in.
The bidders must be enrolled with e-tendering web-portal www.assamtenders.gov.in.
All terms and conditions will be as per the Bidding Documents. The Press Notice will be a part of the Bidding

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mrs. Sunita|
Rani is the owner of Property Upper Ground Floor
(Back Right-Side Portion), without roof right, “said
Floor”, Property Bearing no. A-67, 68, area
measuring 50 Sq. Yds, out of total area measuring
200 Sq. Yds, out of Khasra no. 8/17, situated in the|
area of Village Matiala, Colony Known as Jain Park,
Block - A, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi - 110059
through Sale Deed dated 07-02-2015 as doc. no.
17916 executed by (1) Mr. Rajesh Kalra (25% share
Holder) (2) Mrs. Leena Kalra (25% share Holder) (3)
Mr. Rajiv Luthra (10% share Holder) (4) Mrs.

Krishna Devi (20% share Holder) (5) Mr.
Jindal (20% share Holder)Mrs. Santosh Goel alias|

at Falihamari, under
Morigaon District

Documents.
SL Bid Value Completion . . .
No Name of work (Rs. in Lakh) Period Bid Security Cost of Bid
1. |Infrastructure Development 2% of Bid value for
of Falihamari High School Rs.715.58345 | 3+15 (Eighteen |General, 1% of Bid|Rs.14312.00

Months)

Value for Reserve
category

DIPR/C/PI10/650/7-Dec-25

The Bid price may vary at the time of detail tendering for which no claim will be admissible.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, PW.D.
(Health & Education)
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

Goyal in favour of Sunita Rani in respect
of the area measuring 50 Sq. Yds.

Sunita Rani intends to transfer the ownership of|
above-mentioned floor by way of Sale Deed to
Kumar. Sub

Kumar is in the process of mortgaging the said
floor with ICICI Home Finance Co. Lid. Any|

or concerns regarding this
should be raised within a period of 15 days from
the date of this public notice. Any objections

after the completion of this 15 Days)
period will not be considered binding with respect
to the said property or the interests of our client.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do
so within the stipulated 15-days period by

Law Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal
Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building
No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-
201301; Landline(s): +910120-4499711, e-mail:
accounts@lvnorth.in

blunt-force injuries on the

Vijender Gupta stresses meaningful
empowerment at Divyalympics 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta on Saturday
said true empowerment
becomes meaningful only
when citizens are enabled to
participate independently
and with dignity.

He was addressing the
“Divyalympics 2025:
Celebrating Abilities” as
the chief guest at the Bharti
College in Janakpuri,
according to a statement.

Emphasising the need to
link accessibility, education,
and opportunity with the
vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047, Gupta said India’s
approach towards persons
with disabilities has
undergone a decisive trans-
formation under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He noted that dignity,
empowerment, and capabil-
ity now form the corner-

Five juveniles arrested in a
man’s railway track killing

THE ACCUSED
JUVENILES
ALLEGEDLY WANTED
TO TAKE REVENGE
FROM THE VICTIM —
A HISTORY SHEETER
— FOR REGULARLY
HARASSING THEM

body, prima facie indicat-
ing murder, police said.

Crime and Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
teams were called to the
spot. The deceased was
identified as Monu alias
Crossing, a “bad character”
of Ashok Vihar police
station and a repeat
offender allegedly involved
in several cases of murder,
causing hurt and Arms Act
violations.

stone of national policy for
Divyang citizens.

Referring to the Accessible
India Campaign (Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan) launched in
2015, the speaker said sus-
tained efforts are being
made to improve access
across public buildings,
transport systems, digital
platforms, information ser-
vices, media and education-
al institutions to create a
barrier-free and inclusive
India. Gupta also highlight-
ed the role of welfare and
educational support in

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PWD

DIBRUGARH, CHABUA-LAHOWAL, KHOWANG & TINGKHONG
TERRITORIAL ROAD DIVISION, DIBRUGARH

No. EE/DCLKT/NIT/SOPD-G/1/2025/9
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

hours.

The Executive Engineer, PWD, Dibrugarh, Chabua-Lahowal, Khowang & Tingkhong Territorial
Road Division, Dibrugarh on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites bids for 6 (Six) Nos of
Packages from the approved and eligible contractors registered with Assam PWD (Roads) for Re-
Construction/ Improvement of roads in Dibrugarh District under Mukhya Mantrir Path Nabikaran
Achani (MMPNA) under SOPD-G for the year 2025-26 amounting to Rs. 373.52 Lakhs (Approx.
inclusive of GST and Labour Cess) as detailed in the Table. Details may be seen at website-
www.assamtenders.gov.in and also at the office of the undersigned from 11/12/2025 during office

Amendment /Addendum to the SBD, and further notifications, if any, shall appear on the
subsequent notice at the office of the undersigned during office hours. Other details can be seen in
the bidding documents. It is the bidder's responsibility to check about any latest information related
to the tender at the office of the undersigned during office hours.

Schemes are not yet sanctioned and the work will be allotted subject to the approval from the
competent authority. In the event of non-sanction of the schemes, the bids may be cancelled and no
claim what so ever on this account shall be entertained from the Contractors.

Table
SI. No. Name of LAC Nos of Packages Approx. Estimated Amount (Rs. In Lakh)
1 Chabua-Lahowal 1 60.20
2 Khowang 2 171.90
3 Tingkhong 3 141.42
Total = 6 373.52
Sd/-
Executive Engineer, PWRD
Dibrugarh, Chabua- Lahowal, Khowang &
DIPR/CF/PIO/2983/7-Dec-25 Tingkhong Territorial Road Division, Dibrugarh

Subsequently, a case
was registered under
Section 103(1) (murder) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

During investigation,
police learnt that Monu
had been regularly harass-
ing and extorting money
from a group of teenagers
in the locality.

The continuous harass-
ment allegedly led the
juveniles to plan his
murder, the senior officer
said.

Following technical sur-
veillance and field
inquiries, five minors were
apprehended in Ashok
Vihar. They were medical-
ly examined and produced
before the Child Welfare
Committee (CWC), the
officer said.

strengthening accessibility.

He also referred to
schemes such as Niramaya,
which provides health insur-
ance coverage, and the
Indira Gandhi National
Disability Pension Scheme,
which ensures social securi-
ty and financial stability for
persons with disabilities. He
further underlined the
importance of the pre-
metric and post-metric
scholarships for students
with disabilities in enabling
continuity of education and
ensuring equal opportunity.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Smt. Sandesh Kumari W/o Late Sh.
Shiv Kumar Gupta R/o B - 19, Second
Floor , Gali No. 1, Shakarpur , Delhi -
110092 do hereby solemnly affirm and
inform that my husband Late Shiv kumar
Gupta was executed a Will on dated 15 -
03 - 2017 in respect of his Immovable
Property in favour of his wife Mrs.
Sandesh Kumari. My husband Late Shiv
Kumar Gupta expired on 23 - 09 - 2018.
Now I wish to register the above said WILL
after death on the basis of Two marginal
Witnesses in the office of Sub - Registrar
VIIIA Preet Vihar ( East District) Delhi. |
have produced the aforesaid WILL before
Sub - Registrar VIIIA Preet Vihar Delhi for
registration. If any person have any
objection, claim, litigation in respect of
aforesaid WILL then same can be file an
objection in Sub - Registrar VIIIA Preet
Vihar, East District Delhi and/ or before me
i.e. Smt. Sandesh Kumari, B -19, SF, Gali
No. 1, Shakarpur, Delhi - 110092, within
07 days from today. Sandesh Kumari

DELHI APPROVES
365.55 CRORE
FOR SC BASTI
REDEVELOPMENT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi government on
Saturday said that under the SC
Basti Re-development Scheme
of the SC/ST Welfare
Department, 114 development
works amounting to %65.55
crore have been approved so
far. Alongside this, the Delhi
Government is spending nearly
%700 crore for the improve-
ment and rehabilitation of
slum and J] colonies across the
city. Delhi’s Social Welfare min-
ister Ravinder Indraj Singh was
speaking at the event of Dr BR
Ambedkar’s Mahaparinirvan
Diwas on Saturday.
The Minister also paid floral
tributes to Baba Saheb at Rajiv
Nagar in Bawana, Rohini Sector
20, and the Dr Ambedkar
National Memorial located on
Alipur Road. Indraj said that the
Social Welfare and SC/ST/OBC
Welfare Department is also
working on scholarships,
hostels, coaching, and skill-
development schemes for stu-
dents belonging to poor and
disadvantaged communities.
“Under the vision of
Antyodaya and the mission of
Developed India-Developed
Delhi, basic civic facilities such
as cleanliness, footpaths, drink-
ing water, drainage/sewer
lines, and parks/play areas for
children are being developed
in areas that were neglected by
previous Governments,” he
said. The Social Welfare
Minister said that the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
always presented Baba Saheb’s
contributions as guiding prin-
ciples for the nation. It was
under his leadership that the
tradition of celebrating
Constitution Day began in 2015.
He also developed the key
sites associated with Baba
Saheb’s life — Mhow, 10 King
Henry Road in London,
Deekshabhoomi in Nagpur,
Chaityabhoomi in Mumbai,
and the Parinirvan site on
Alipur Road in Delhi as
“Panchteerth”.

THE PIONEE

\SSIFT]

I, ANIL MISHRA S/o SHIV
NARAYAN MISHRA resident of
2 D-40, KAMNA, VAISHALI
GZB., UP - 201010, have
changed my name from ANIL
MISHRA to ANIL KUMAR
MISHRA. Henceforth T would
be known by the name of ANIL
KUMAR MISHRA for all future
purposes.

=

PD(36175)A
I, have updated my father’s
name and my husband’s name,
and my address to the
following: Parveen Saifi, W/o
Mohd Tahir, D/o Shadi Khan,
Address - J-28, Sector-11,
Noida, District Gautam Buddh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. In the
future, I should be identified by
my husband’s and father’s
names as mentioned above.

PD(36176)C
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Five arrested for gold heist in Delhi posing as officials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Police have arrest-
ed five persons for allegedly
looting around one kg of gold
from a jewellery workshop in
central Delhi by impersonat-
ing enforcement officials con-
ducting a ‘raid’. The accused
— inspired by the Bollywood
film ‘Special 26’ — staged a
raid at the workshop on
November 27 by posing as
Delhi Police and income tax
officials, and ‘confiscated’
around one kg of gold
before fleeing. The investiga-
tion — stretching across
Delhi, Rohtak, Hisar, Hansi
and other parts of Haryana —
culminated in a 1,200-
kilometre pursuit.
According to the police,
the gang, inspired by the
Bollywood heist film Special
26, carried out the robbery on
November 27 after entering
the workshop disguised as
law-enforcement officials.
One of the men wore a police
uniform, while the others
claimed to be Income Tax offi-
cers conducting an “inspec-

tion”. The group seized
mobile phones from workers,
announced a search opera-
tion, uprooted the CCTV DVR,
and fled with approximately
1 kg of gold. Five
men — including a Delhi
Government employee, and
another claiming to be an
Officer on Special Duty (OSD)
in the Madhya Pradesh
Government’s public rela-
tions department — were
arrested following a 72-hour
chase across Delhi-NCR and
several districts of Haryana,
police said. A case was regis-
tered immediately at the
Prasad Nagar police station,
and a team began cross-
checking every possible
route the suspects might have
taken.

During the staged raid, one
accused wore a fake police
uniform while others acted as
income tax officers, seizing
mobile phones of workers,
wiping CCTV footage, and
escaping with the gold, the
senior  officer said.
Subsequently, the police
launched a massive operation
spanning over 1,200 km

across Bahadurgarh,
Gurugram, Sonipat, Panipat,
Rohtak, Jhajjar, Hisar and Jind.
The officer said footage from
over 250 CCTV cameras were
scanned and advanced tech-
nical surveillance was
mounted to track the move-
ment of the gang across mul-
tiple cities. Based on techni-
cal leads, police first appre-
hended Sandeep (30), a native
of Jind and currently living in
Bhopal, from Bahadurgarh
on December 2. He claims to
be an OSD in the Madhya
Pradesh Government, which
is being verified, police said.

His interrogation led to the
arrest of four other accused —
Rakesh Sharma (41) from
Rohtak, Shaminder Pal Singh
(43) and Lavpreet Singh (30)
from Hisar, and Parvinder
(42) from Delhi. Police recov-
ered 435.03 grams of the
stolen gold, 33.97 lakh in cash,
three cars used in the crime
—including an SUV —and five
fake ID card holders and lan-
yards (piece of uniform)
bearing ‘Delhi Police’ mark-
ings. The disguises worn
during the ‘raid’ were also

seized.
According to investigators,
Parvinder, a Delhi

Government employee, and
Sandeep devised the plan
after learning from an associ-
ate that jewellery workshops
in the Karol Bagh-Dev Nagar
belt handled large quantities
of gold.

The gang then acquired ID
cards, lanyards, and a fake
police uniform and conduct-
ed the raid on November 27.

Police say thatimmediate-
ly after the robbery, the gold
was divided. Parvinder
allegedly took 500 grams,
Sandeep kept 500 grams out
of which 428 grams were
sold. He reportedly handed
%25.5 lakh to Rakesh for
further distribution among
the team. The rest of the pro-
ceeds, police say, were
used by Sandeep to settle
personal debts.

Efforts are underway to
trace the remaining stolen
gold and arrest the abscond-
ing accused — identified as
Akram, Suresh alias Jammal,
and Naveen alias Kala, they
added.

Govt forms expert group to tackle air quality

Pollution nearly doubles in November: CREA

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi’s air pollution nearly
doubled in November,
pushing the national
Capital to the fourth spot
among the most polluted
cities in the country.

A report released by the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA)
on Saturday highlighted that
while the impact of stubble
burning on Delhi’s air quality
was significantly lower com-
pared to last year, pollution
levels in the city remained
severe. Delhi ranked as the
fourth most polluted city in
the country in November,
recording a monthly average
PM2.5 level of 215 micro-
grams per cubic metre —
nearly double its October
average of 107 micrograms
per cubic metre.

The national Capital wit-
nessed 23 ‘very poor’ days,
six ‘severe’ days and one
‘poor’ day during the month.
Despite the deteriorating air
quality, the contribution of
stubble burning averaged
only 7 per centin November,
compared to 20 per cent
last year.

Peak stubble-burning con-
tribution touched 22
per cent, significantly lower
than the 38 per cent record-
ed in November 2024, the
report said.

eanwhile, air quality
across India deteriorated
sharply in November, with
nine of the country’s ten

most polluted cities record-
ing higher pollution levels
than the previous year,
according to the analysis.
The report revealed that
all but one of the top ten pol-
luted cities failed to record
even a single day within the
safe daily National Ambient
Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) limit throughout
the entire month.
Ghaziabad emerged as
the most polluted city in
India, with a monthly
average PM2.5 concentra-
tion of 224 micrograms per
cubic metre, breaching
the NAAQS on every single
day in November. The city
recorded 19 ‘very poor’ days,
10 ‘severe’ days and one

‘poor’ day.
Noida, Bahadurgarh,
Delhi, Hapur, Greater

Noida, Baghpat, Sonipat,

Meerut and Rohtak also fea-
tured among the ten most
polluted cities.

Uttar Pradesh accounted
for six of these cities, fol-
lowed by Haryana with three
and Delhi with one. Except
for Bahadurgarh, none of
the top ten cities recorded
even a single day within the
safe NAAQS threshold.

Several other NCR cities,
including Charkhi Dadri,
Bulandshahr, Jind,
Muzaffarnagar, Gurgaon,
Khurja, Bhiwani, Karnal,
Yamunanagar and
Faridabad, also remained
above safe pollution levels
throughout the month.

“Despite a significant
reduction in stubble-burning
influence, 20 out of 29 NCR
cities recorded higher pollu-
tion levels than the previous
year. This clearly indicates

that the dominant drivers
are year-round sources such
as transport, industry, power
plants and other combustion
sources. Without sector-spe-
cific emission cuts, cities will
continue to breach stan-
dards,” said Manoj Kumar,
Analyst at CREA.

At the state level,
Rajasthan recorded the
highest number of polluted
cities, with 23 out of 34
exceeding the NAAQS in
November.

Haryana followed with 22
out of 25 cities breaching
safe limits, while Uttar
Pradesh had 14 out of 20
cities above the standard.
High pollution levels were
also recorded across Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and Punjab.

In contrast, Shillong in
Meghalaya emerged as the
cleanest city in India in
November, with a monthly
average PM2.5 concentra-
tion of just 7 micrograms per
cubic metre. The list of the
ten cleanest cities included
six from Karnataka, and one
each from Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. Out of 255 cities with
sufficient monitoring data,
only 114 complied with
India’s NAAQS of 60 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

Compliance with the
World Health Organisation’s
daily safe guideline of 15
micrograms per cubic metre
remained extremely low,
with just two cities meeting
the benchmark, the report

noted.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Government has
constituted an “Expert Group
on Air Pollution Mitigation”
to provide evidence-based
guidance on prevention,
control and long-term man-
agement of air quality.

The expert body has been
set up to advise the Delhi
Government on sector-spe-
cific interventions, emerging
technologies and policy
reforms needed to address
the pollution caused by mul-
tiple anthropogenic and
natural factors.

The group will function as
a high-level advisory panel to
guide, evaluate and strength-
en Delhi’s air quality man-
agement strategy.

As per the order, retired
IAS officer and former Union
environment secretary
Leena Nandan will chair the
expert group.

Other members include
former Central Pollution
Control Board member sec-
retary Dr |S Kamyotra, IIT
Delhi professor emeritus
Mukesh Khare, IIT Kanpur
professor emeritus Mukesh
Sharma, TERI’s Circular
Economy and Waste
Management director Dr
Suneel Pandey, and repre-
sentatives from the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), APAG and PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PHDCCI).

The secretary (environ-
ment and forest), Delhi
Government, will also be a
member, while the
chairman of the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) will act as the
member secretary.

The primary objective of
the group will be to provide
independent, science-based
and actionable advice to the
Delhi Government on air
pollution mitigation, includ-
ing short-term emergency
responses and long-term
structural reforms.

It will also monitor and
review air pollution control
programmes being imple-
mented by various depart-
ments, suggest policy mea-
sures aligned with best
global practices and offer
corrective inputs on air
quality-related decisions and
initiatives.

The expert group will
meet at least once every
month and may hold meet-
ings in physical or virtual
mode. The DPCC will provide
secretarial and logistical
support to the panel.

The group has been con-
stituted for an initial period
of six months, with the
Government retaining the
power to extend its tenure or
modify its composition as
required.

All members have also
been directed to maintain
confidentiality of internal
discussions, unpublished
assessments and
Government documents.

The order states the con-
stitution of the group has
been approved by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta.

AQI remains very poor settling at 330

Govt fines over ¥7 crore for construction site violations

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Saturday said the
Government imposed more
than 7 crore in penalties on
construction sites violating
pollution norms this year.
“A total of 1,750 sites were
inspected, 556 notices were
issued and 48 units were
ordered shut for violating
pollution control norms, he
said. In the last two days,
the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee officials
carried out 230 road and
garbage inspections, 110 by
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi officials, 36 by the
Public Works Department,
32 by the Delhi
Development Authority, 17
by the Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure

Development Corporation,
and eight by the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation, resulting in
a show-cause penalty
of around?1 crore, the
minister said.

He said the agencies
issued 7.97 lakh Pollution
Under Control challans this
year, compared to 4.33 lakh
challans in 2024. A total of
42,017 potholes were fixed
this year, against 18,000
repaired a year ago.

Sirsa said the number of
electric vehicles registered
in Delhi has risen to 4.54
lakh on November 15 this
year, up from 3.46 lakh on
December 31, 2024.

He said DPCC will appoint
100 surveyors for door-to-
door and road-to-road
assessments to strengthen
on-ground checks.
Currently, 1,823 enforcement
teams are deployed, includ-

ing 536 for dust control and
633 for action against
open burning.

Around 350 new mist-
spray poles have been
installed across Delhi, while
3,377 electric heaters have

been supplied to 1,407
resident welfare associa-
tions as part of a plan to dis-
tribute 10,000 heaters city-
wide, the environment
minister added.

The Delhi Government is

Apportionment Study to sci-

Violators will face heavy

warned. Earlier in the day,

soon to sign an MoU with IIT
Delhi and IITM for a
Pollution Source

entifically identify and
address city-specific pollu-
tion sources. This will
further strengthen the
Government’s data-backed
approach to air quality man-
agement, Sirsa said. The
Government has issued
strict directions for retro-
fitting all BS-IV and below
generators with anti-pollu-
tion devices. “No generator
— domestic or commercial
—will be allowed to operate
without retrofitting.

penalties,” the Minister

the minister inspected the
Saidulajab ward area as part
of the ongoing mega clean-
liness drive across all parts

of Delhi.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A thick blanket of Pollution
hung over the capital
on Saturday as Delhi’s air
quality stayed locked in the
‘very poor’ category, with
the 24-hour average AQI
settling at 330.

Among the 40 monitoring
stations, 31 stations remained
in the ‘very poor’ levels in the
evening, with Nehru Nagar
reporting the highest AQI at
369, according to CPCB’s
Sameer App.

Earlier, Delhi woke to
another choking morning
with the AQI at 335 at 9 am.
A total of 36 stations were in
the ‘very poor’ category, with
Mundka recording the worst
levels at 387.

According to the Decision
Support System for Delhi’s air

quality management, trans-
port within the city remained
the highest local contributor
at 14.8 per cent, followed by
industries in Delhi and sur-
rounding areas at 7.3 per
cent, residential sources at 3.6
per cent and construction at
2 per cent.

Among neighbouring NCR
districts, Jhajjar contributed
13.9 per cent, while Rohtak
accounted for 5.2 per cent.

elhi’s air quality has swung
sharply through the week.
The city recorded an AQI of
279 on Sunday, 304 on
Monday, rose to 372 on
Tuesday, and stood at 342 on
Wednesday. It remained in
the ‘very poor’ category at
304 on Thursday and 327 on
Friday. According to the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), an AQI between
0 and 50 is ‘good’, 51 to 100

‘satisfactory’, 101 to 200 ‘mod-
erate’, 201 to 300 ‘poor’, 301
to 400 ‘very poor’ and 401 to
500 ‘severe’.

On the weather front, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said the
maximum temperature
settled at 24.6 degrees
Celsius, 0.7 notches below
normal, while the minimum
was 6.8 degrees Celsius, 2.7
notches below normal.

Evening relative humidity
stood at 56 per cent, while
morning humidity climbed to
95 per cent. The weather
department predicted
shallow fog for Sunday
morning.

For Sunday, the IMD has
forecasta minimum temper-
ature of 9 degrees Celsius and
a maximum of 24 degrees
Celsius, with a partly cloudy
sky.

CM Rekha Gupta leads cleaning and washing drive amid pollution rise

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Amid concerns of a rise in
Pollution in the national
capital, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta led a cleaning
and washing drive on the
Ring Road at Khyber Pass
Chowk in Civil Lines, and per-
sonally participated in sweep-
ing and water-sprinkling
operations. The Chief Minister
said that this campaign is a
significant step towards
making Delhi pollution-free
and ensuring effective dust
control. She added that
regular road washing,

mechanical sweeping, and
on-ground monitoring across
the city are being undertaken
with great speed and serious-
ness. She said that for the first
time in Delhi’s history, a
washing campaign has been
carried out across the entire
Ring Road.

She added that dust is a
major contributor to pollu-
tion. To address this perma-
nently, roads are being con-
structed wall-to-wall. She
alleged that previous
Governments neither took
interestin road construction
nor ensured that roads were
built wall-to-wall, resulting in

dust being blown across Delhi
throughout the year.
However, her Government
has now ensured a perma-
nent solution.

The Chief Minister further
informed that elected repre-
sentatives are being given
adequate budget allocations
to construct such strong and
dust-resistant roads. She said
that each MLA is being allocat-
ed Rs 10 crore so that they can
initiate the construction of
these roads in their con-
stituencies. The Chief Minister
stated that the Delhi
Government is working to
stop the use of coal and wood

in the open, alongside
addressing pollution on a
long-term basis. For this, the
Government has begun pro-
viding electric heaters to secu-
rity guards and electric irons
to those who iron clothes, so
that reliance on traditional
fuels can end. She appealed to
all sections of society and
companies to contribute
through CSR funds to help
provide electric heaters and
electric irons to citizens in
need, enabling them to adopt
cleaner alternatives.
Sharing details of the
Government’s efforts to

control pollution, the Chief

Minister said that the
Government is rapidly
moving towards its target of
fully transitioning public
transport to electric vehicles
(EVs). Currently, around 3,500
electric buses are operating
on Delhi’s roads, and the
Government aims to convert
the city’s entire public trans-
port system to EVs by the end
of 2026. The Chief Minister
urged the public to use car-
pooling and public transport
more frequently.

Speaking on dust control,
the Chief Minister said that
extensive cleaning opera-
tions are underway across

Delhi. Around 200 water-
sprinkler vehicles are
deployed daily on the Ring
Road to clear dust from trees,
remove roadside silt, and
carry out regular watering
along the central verge.

She said the Government is
taking a new step every day
to reduce pollution.
Appealing to the public, she
said that citizens must also
contribute to this campaign.
She emphasised that
Governmental efforts will
only succeed when people
understand their responsi-
bility and actively participate
in this movement.
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Visitors looking at books during the 14th edition of Bengaluru
Literature Festival at Freedom Park PTI

Delhi couple suffocated
In grocery store blaze

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A 31-year-old man and his
wife, who ran a grocery store
in Delhi’s Tikri Kalan, were
suffocated to death after
they got trapped inside their
blazing grocery store, police
said on Saturday.

The deceased have been
identified as Vineet and his
wife Renu, 29, both natives of
UP Shahjahanpur, and have
two boys aged 10 and eight.
The couple used to run the
grocery store, they said.

Upon receiving informa-
tion at 8.17 pm on Friday
about smoke and flames
emerging from a shop, a
police team rushed to the
spot and found the shutter of
the grocery store partially
lowered and the interior
filled with dense smoke, a
senior officer said.
According to a preliminary
inquiry, the blaze is suspect-
ed to have started due to a
short circuit in the shop’s

counter area, which quickly
ignited plastic packets stored
on and around it, the officer
said. The couple thought
they could stop the fire from
coming inside the shop by
closing the shutter, but they
suffocated to death instead,
the officer said. “In an
attempt to escape, the
couple tried to pull down the
shutter but got trapped
inside, resulting in severe
suffocation,” he said.

As the fire spread and
smoke filled the confined
space, an electric current
passing through the shutter
also prevented the couple
from exiting, the officer
added. The police team
forced open the shutter
using a wooden log and
rescued the two, and rushed
them to Bahadurgarh’s Oscar
Hospital, where doctors
declared them dead, police
said.Police and the fire
brigade inspected the spot,
and further proceedings are
underway, they added.

India, US seek measures by
UN against LeT, JeM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India and the US have sought
additional punitive measures
like asset freeze and arms
embargo by the UN against
Pakistan-based terror outfits
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (jeM),
their proxy groups and
backers.

The two sides also called
for additional designations
of ISIS and Al-Qaeda affili-
ates. These terror groups
were designated by the UN,
and they have already been
facing various punitive
actions under the global
body’s sanctions regime.

India and the US deliberat-
ed on boosting cooperation
to combat terrorism at a
meeting of their Joint
Working Group (JWG) on
counter terrorism, as well as
during deliberations at the
‘designations dialogue’, held
on December 3 in New Delhi.
In the talks, the Indian side
thanked the US State
Department for designating
The Resistance Front (TRF), a

proxy of LeT, as both a
Foreign Terrorist
Organisation (FTO) and a
Specially Designated Global
Terrorist (SDGT).

The TRF had
responsibility for
Pahalgam terror attack.

The two sides emphasised
that confronting terrorism
requires concerted action
in a sustained and compre-
hensive manner, according
to a joint statement released
on Saturday. Against this
backdrop, the two sides
renewed their commitment
to strengthening multilat-
eral cooperation in the field
of countering terrorism,
including in the UN, Quad
and the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF).

“The two sides called for
additional designations of
ISIS and Al-Qaeda affiliates,
and LeT and JeM and their
proxy groups, supporters,
sponsors, financiers and
backers, under the UN 1267
sanctions regime, ensuring
their members face a global
asset freeze, travel ban and
arms embargo,” the state-

taken
the

INDIA AND THE

US DELIBERATED
ON BOOSTING
COOPERATION TO
COMBAT TERRORISM

ment said. It said the meet-
ings underscored the impor-
tance of bilateral coopera-
tion in countering terrorism,
reflecting the “spirit and
breadth” of the India-US
Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership.

“Both sides unequivocal-
ly condemned terrorism in
all its forms and manifesta-
tions, including cross-border
terrorism. They expressed
concern over the increasing
use of unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), drones, and
Al for terrorist purposes,”
the statement added.

It said the two sides
strongly condemned the ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam
and the recent heinous terror
incident near the Red Fort,
while stressing that those
responsible for terrorism
should be held accountable.

“The two sides reviewed a

wide range of traditional
and emerging threats and
challenges such as terrorist
recruitment, abuse of tech-
nology for terrorist purpos-
es, and financing of terror-
ism.”

“Both sides discussed
ways to strengthen cooper-
ation against challenges,
including through training,
cyber security, exchange of
best practices and informa-
tion sharing through contin-
ued bilateral and multilater-
al efforts,” the statement
noted.

India and the US also dis-
cussed strengthening law
enforcement and judicial
cooperation, including
through information sharing
and cooperation on mutual
legal assistance requests.

Vinod Bahade, Joint
Secretary (counter terror-
ism) in the Ministry of
External Affairs, and Monica
Jacobsen, Senior Bureau
Official in the Bureau of
Counterterrorism in the US
Department of State, led
their respective delegations
at the meetings.

Delhi CM to visit Golden
Temple on Monday

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, along with her entire
cabinet, will visit the Golden
Temple in Amritsar, Punjab,
to offer ‘shukrana’ on
Monday. The chief minister
and her cabinet’s thanksgiv-
ing visit is for the “grand and
historic success” of the
three-day ‘Gurmat
Samagam’ organised at the
Red Fort on the occasion of
the 350th martyrdom
anniversary of Guru Tegh
Bahadur, the chief minister’s
office said in a statement
on Saturday.

Describing the “extraordi-
nary success” of the ‘Gurmat
Samagam’ at the Red Fort as
the “grace of Guru Sahib”,
Gupta said that despite an
atmosphere of fear caused
by a terror incident just
days before the event, more
than six lakh devotees
attended the religious
events without any disrup-
tion. She said her visit to the
Golden Temple is not
merely a formal gesture but
a symbol of deep faith and
gratitude towards the Guru

tradition. The Chief Minister
said that it was only through
the blessings of Darbar
Sahib that such a large-
scale religious event could
be successfully concluded in
the national capital. Nearly
six lakh devotees participat-
ed over the three days to
seek the Guru’s blessings, a
record in itself.

The Chief Minister added
that her visit to Harmandir
Sahib with her entire
Cabinet is not merely a
formal gesture, but a symbol
of deep faith and gratitude
towards the Guru tradition.
In Sikh history, Harmandir
Sahib is a sacred place
where devotees from
around the world come not
only for darshan, but also to
find spiritual peace,
courage, and the spirit of
service. She said that offer-
ing ‘shukrana’ at the holy
shrine is also a mark of the
Delhi Government’s respect
for the Sikh community and
a salute to Delhi’s shared
heritage reaffirming that
even in difficult times, the
Guru’s light continues to
guide and bind everyone
together.

TN Government empowers
marginalised sections

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chennai

Tamil Nadu Government
was creating opportunities
for marginalised sections
who were facing discrimina-
tion or hindrance in progress,
and supporting their uplift-
ment, Chief Minister MK
Stalin said on Saturday.
Stating that access should
not be denied to anyone, the
CM said he aimed to create
an egalitarian society where
everyone could live equally.
“Governance is a means to
achieve our aims through
welfare initiatives. That is
why, whenever the DMK
forms the Government, it
implements many social

welfare schemes and
improves the lives of the
marginalised people,” Stalin
said after distributing welfare
assistance worth 3265.50
crore to 9,371 beneficiaries
under the Chief Minister’s
Thayumanavar Scheme. He
gave away communal
harmony awards to 10 village
panchayats, scholarship for
education, self-employment
loans, and inaugurated build-
ings constructed for ¥74.20
crore at a function held at
Anna Centenary Library here.

“We are creating opportu-
nities for those who have
been denied prospects, and
striving to support them in
their progress,” the chief
minister said.

Finland Envoy unveils Christmas
tree made from 300 kg of e-waste

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Le Méridien New Delhi kicked
off the holiday season in style
with the unveiling of its
"Consciously Festive"
Christmas Tree, a 23-foot instal-
lation crafted from 300 kilo-
grams of responsibly sourced
e-waste. The initiative, execut-
ed in partnership with certified
recyclers, transforms discard-
ed electronics into a striking
symbol of sustainability, cre-
ativity, and conscious luxury.

This year's tree continues
the hotel's tradition of blend-
ing festive artistry with envi-
ronmental advocacy. By high-
lighting the challenge of e-

waste management, the instal-
lation encourages mindful
consumption, reuse, and inno-
vative repurposing of materi-
als that would otherwise end
up in landfills.

The ceremonial lighting was
led by Kimmo Lahdevirta,
Ambassador of Finland to
India, accompanied by the
First Lady, who also joined in
unveiling the hotel's Advent

Calendar. The tree and Advent
Calendar reveal set the tone for
a festive season focused on
community, creativity, and
conscious celebration.
Guests were invited to
explore the hotel's E-Waste
Drop Box, aimed at promot-
ing responsible disposal
habits among visitors. Meena
Bhatia, Vice President and
General Manager of Le

Méridien New Delhi, hosted
the Advent Calendar Reveal,
sharing daily surprises that
include exclusive dining
offers, festive lobby moments,
and seasonal treats."Festive
installations should be more
than ornamental - they
should embody values. Each
year, our Christmas tree
becomes a canvas for sustain-
ability, design, and crafts-
manship. By upcycling mate-
rials and collaborating with
artisans, we create not just
beauty but meaning. This
season, we are proud to once
again present something
unexpected, rooted in con-
scious luxury and shared with
the city."
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Centre slams brakes on
soaring airfares...

Thousands of passengers who had IndiGo’s
tickets for travel now started cancelling flights
and buying on other airlines like Air India, Al
Express, Akasa and Spicejet at sky-high fares.

An analysis of fares on airlines’ websites on
Friday showed that a one-way one-stop
economy-class Spice]et Kolkata-Mumbai flight
ticket for December 6 costs up to 390,000, and
a similar ticket of Air India for Mumbai-
Bhubaneswar costs up to ¥84,485. The prices
from Delhi to Mumbai shot up to ¥80,000. Tickets
that normally cost %5,000-8,000 suddenly shot
up to ¥30,000-%82,000, leaving passengers
shocked and stranded.

In order no 01/2025, the ministry said the dis-
ruptions had led to severe capacity constraints
and “unreasonable surge” in fares on multiple
sectors, prompting intervention in the public
interest. The government has now imposed tem-
porary maximum fare limits for all scheduled
domestic flights. In an official statement, the min-
istry said, “The objective of this directive is to
maintain pricing discipline in the market,
prevent any exploitation of passengers in dis-
tress, and ensure that citizens who urgently need
to travel, including senior citizens, students, and
patients, are not subjected to financial hardship
during this period.

The order further mandates that the fare caps
apply uniformly across all booking platforms,
whether tickets are purchased through airline
websites or online travel agents. Airlines have
also been instructed to ensure consistent avail-
ability of tickets across fare buckets and to con-
sider adding capacity on routes witnessing
unusually high demand.

The fare restrictions will remain in force
until prices stabilise or until the Government
issues a further review. The objective of this direc-
tive is to maintain pricing discipline in the
market, prevent any exploitation of passengers
in distress, and ensure that citizens who urgent-
ly need to travel - including senior citizens, stu-
dents, and patients - are not subjected to finan-
cial hardship during this period.”

The ministry added that it would “continue to
closely monitor fare levels through real-time data
and active coordination with airlines and online
travel platforms. Any deviation from the pre-
scribed norms will attract immediate corrective
action in the larger public interest.”

In a statement, the ministry also directed the
airline to complete the ticket refund process for
the cancelled flights by Sunday evening, as well
as ensure baggage separated from the travellers
is delivered in the next two days. The refund
process for all cancelled or disrupted flights must
be completed by 8 pm on Sunday, the ministry
said in a statement. “Airlines have also been
instructed not to levy any rescheduling charges
for passengers whose travel plans were affect-
ed by cancellations,” it said.

The current crisis was primarily caused by a
shortage of pilots that was not anticipated due
to planning deficiencies, and the authorities are
keeping a close watch on the situation.

Scenes of absolute chaos have unfolded at air-
ports across the country as IndiGo’s domestic
fliers expressed frustration with their flights being
delayed or cancelled.

ED files chargesheet
against Reliance Power...

“However, SECI refused to accept the fresh Bank
Guarantee as it was submitted after the due date.
“Since Reliance NU BESS Limited had emerged as
the L-2 bidder, to save the tender, Reliance Group
officials even tried to arrange a fresh endorsement
of the fake foreign Bank Guarantee from an SBI
branch in Kolkata,” the ED alleged.

The Reliance Group had earlier said Anil Ambani
was “not on the Board of Reliance Power Limited
for more than 3.5 years and is not concerned with
this matterin any manner”. It claimed to have been
a “victim of fraud, forgery and cheating conspir-
acy” in this case adding that it had made due dis-
closures in this context to the stock exchange on
November 7,2024.

The ED added that Reliance Group officials signed
a “dummy” agreement and also obtained the
“Certificate of Enlistment” of Reliance NU BESS
Limited from Kolkata Municipal Corporation by sub-
mitting “bogus” address documents, it said.
However, when they again failed to get the fresh
endorsement done, to shift the entire blame onto
the intermediary, they filed a complaint against
Biswal Tradelink Private Limited and its MD,
Partha Sarathi Biswal.

Biswal was arrested by the ED in this case, apart
from ex-Reliance Power CFO Ashok Kumar Pal and
Dutta. They are currently lodged in jail under judi-
cial custody. The money laundering case stems
from a November 2024 FIR of Delhi Police’s
Economic Offences Wing (EOW). It was alleged that
Bhubaneswar-based shell entity Biswal Tradelink
was engaged in issuing “fake” bank guarantees
against commission. Reliance Power Limited sub-
mitted this bid for a tender issued by SECI for setting
up 1000 MW/[2000 MWh standalone BESS projects
under tariff-based competitive bidding.

The investigation has “established” the “con-
nivance” and “mala fide” intentions of the Reliance
Group in securing the SECI tender by submitting
fake Bank Guarantees purportedly issued by
foreign banks and their forged endorsements in
the name of SBI, the ED said. The agency also stated
in the chargesheet that it has attached assets worth
%5.15 crore as part of this probe. The agency added
that Reliance Power, with a mala fide intent, hired
the services of Biswal Tradelink to arrange a fake
Bank Guarantee from FirstRand Bank, Manila,
Philippines, which is a “non-existent” branch, and
from ACE Investment Bank Limited, Malaysia.

“Endorsements of the fake Bank Guarantees
were done by using a spoofed email ID of SBI and
forged endorsement letters purportedly issued by
SBI. “A fraudulent domain, s-bi.Co.In (a look-alike
of genuine address sbi.Co.In), was used for the said
purpose,” it said. Describing the role of other
accused, the ED said Reliance Power routed
funds of%6.33 crore from its other subsidiary, Rosa
Power Supply Company Ltd to Biswal Tradelink
under the guise of bogus transportation services,
in order to meet the required funding for arrang-

ing the fake Bank Guarantee.

A “fake” work order and “fake” invoices were
executed by the officials of Reliance Group in col-
lusion with accomplice Biswal. “After the arrange-
ment of the fraudulent Bank Guarantee by Biswal
Tradelink, Reliance Power also paid a hefty fee of
¥5.40 crore to the said shell entity to depict the
entire arrangement as a genuine commercial trans-
action,” the ED claimed.

BSES spokesperson, in a statement, said it is
learnt from the Press release dated December 06,
2025, issued by ED that a Supplementary
Prosecution Complaint has been filed against
Reliance Power Limited, its subsidiaries, Reliance
NU BESS Limited, Rosa Power Supply Company
Limited, Manoj Bhaiyasaheb Pongde, apart from
other third parties in the matter related to SECI
Bank guarantee.

“Vide earlier disclosures dated November 7, 2024
and November 14,2024 we had informed that the
Company, Reliance NU BESS Limited had lodged
a criminal complaint in above matter against the
third parties who had arranged the said bank guar-
antee with Economic Offence Wing of Delhi
Police on October 16, 2024, on basis of which First
Information Report (FIR) has been registered on
November 11, 2024 against the said third parties.
Itis reiterated that the Company, Reliance Power
Limited, its subsidiaries and its employees acted
bona fide and are victims of a fraud, forgery, cheat-
ing and conspiracy committed by the third
parties,” the statement read.

“ED allegations have notyet passed through judi-
cial scrutiny, and the Company has not been held
guilty of any wrongdoing. As per law settled by the
Supreme Court, the company will get an oppor-
tunity to put across its case and facts before the
court, even before cognisance, so filing of this com-
plaint does not affect the affairs of the company
in any manner,” said the BSES statement.

PM sets 10-year deadline
to end ‘Slave Mentality’

“We are standing at a juncture where one fourth
of the 21st century has passed. The world has seen
many ups and downs: financial crisis, global pan-
demic, technological disruptions, world falling
apart. We are seeing wars; these situations, in
one way or another other are challenging the
world,” Modi said.

The world is full of uncertainties, but India is
being seen in a different league altogether, he
said. “India is full of self-confidence. When
there is talk of a slowdown, India writes the story
of growth. When there is a trust deficit in the
world, India is becoming a pillar of trust; when
the world is moving towards fragmentation,
India is becoming a bridge builder,” Modi said.

Pointing out Q2 GDP figures being more than
8 per cent, he said it is the symbol of our pace.
“This is not just a number but is a strong
macroeconomic signal. It is a message that India
is becoming the growth driver of the global
economy,” Modi said.

Global growth is around 3 per cent while G7
economies are growing at an average of about
1.5 per cent, he pointed out. “At such a time, India
is @ model of high growth and low inflation,”

Modi said. There was a time when people, espe-
cially economists in our country, used to express
concern over high inflation, but the same
people now talk of inflation being low, he said
in his address. India’s achievements are not ordi-
nary; it is not about numbers but about funda-
mental change brought aboutin the last decade,
Modi asserted.

Open defecation
contaminates Ganga...

Another local said that she has been living in a
hut near the Ganga since 1992 and that they use
a public toilet when they have enough money
to afford the facility.

Haridwar district magistrate Mayur Dixit said
that most of these places are illegal settlements.
These are encroachments on government land,
and due to this, it is not possible to construct
toilets in such locations. Any construction is
illegal in a place where Government land has
been encroached upon, he said.

The DM told The Pioneer the public toilets built
near such places can be used by the residents,
adding that the authorities are raising awareness
among the locals to use such public facilities.

Indigo’s fiasco under
PMO scanner!

As many flights were cancelled or delayed, con-
fusion continued at major airports as frustrated
passengers waited for updates and also tried to
locate their luggage.

Many took to social media to express their
anger as airfares rose sharply on several routes.
After days of chaos triggered by the disruption
of flight operations, IndiGo has shared a big
update.

The airline has reestablished 95 per cent of its
network connectivity in terms of destinations.

The carrier operated to 135 out of the 138 des-
tinations on Saturday and is on course to
operate over 1,500 flights by the end of the day,
IndiGo said in a statement.

Apologising again, the airline said, “While we
understand that we have a long way to go, we
are committed to building back the trust of our
customers.”

“The number of cancellations on Saturday
dropped below 850 flights, much lower com-
pared to Friday. We are continuing to work
towards reducing this number progressively over
the next few days,” IndiGo said in a statement.
For refund assistance, the airline said, cus-
tomers can visit its website or contact customer
support.

The airline’s teams are focused on stabilising
schedules, reducing delays, and supporting
customers through this period, it said, adding,
“We are also working closely with all airports and
partners to ensure timely updates are provided
to customers at terminals, on our website, and
via direct notifications.”

The airline, which has been granted major
relaxations by the DGCA in the second phase of
the new flight duty and rest period norms for

pilots, after it told the aviation safety regulator
that it was facing significant transitional chal-
lenges in roster planning and crew availability
under Phase-2 FDTL requirements, also said it is
working “determinedly” to bring its operations
back on track across the network.

According to a survey, as many as 87 per cent
of respondents of a survey conducted on IndiGo
passengers said they wanted the service deficien-
cy of the airline to be put under the Class Action
provision of the CP Act 2019. A class action pro-
vision is a legal mechanism that allows a group
of people with a common grievance to collec-
tively sue a company for acts like mismanage-
ment or fraud. The survey asked fliers, “Should
the CCPA take up the service deficiency of
IndiGo under the Class Action provision of the
Consumer Protection Act 2019?”

Out of 32,547 who responded to the question,
87 per cent stated “yes, absolutely”; 3 per cent
stated “no, not needed” and 10 per cent did not
give a clear answer, it said.

“To sum up, 87 per cent of airline passengers
surveyed want CCPA to take up the service defi-
ciency of Indigo under the Class Action provision
of the Consumer Protection Act 2019,” it said.

Delhi plans to establish
DUMTA to end agencies...

It will hold Board meetings to define and
finalise the vision, mission, and objectives of
the new transport authority, the notification
further stated. According to the notification, the
Additional Chief Secretary of the Urban
Development Department will serve as the
Member Secretary of the task force. Its
members will include the Administrative
Secretaries of Transport, Finance, Planning, and
the Public Works Department (PWD).

Other members will comprise the Vice-
Chairman of the Delhi Development Authority;
Commissioners of Delhi Police and the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi; the Tourism
Secretary; the Chief Executive Officer of the
Delhi Jal Board; and representatives from the
National Highways Authority of India, New
Delhi Municipal Council, Delhi Cantonment
Board, and the NCR Planning Board. The divi-
sional manager of Northern Railways, along
with the Managing Directors of the Delhi
Transport Corporation, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, and National Capital Region
Transport Corporation, will also be part of the
task force.

The Chairperson of the task force will addi-
tionally include two to three subject matter
experts in urban transportation, the notifica-
tion stated. The task force has been directed
to submit its report on the formation of
DUMTA and DUTF to the Delhi Lieutenant
Governor within three weeks.

Sources in the Transport Department said
that DUMTA is being established to streamline
coordination among various agencies manag-
ing different modes of transport - including the
metro, buses, and traffic management - to
ensure seamless integration and efficient
urban mobility.
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Himachal Pradesh to induct
women into fire services

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu announced that women would
now be inducted into the fire services, saying the Himachal
Pradesh Government is prioritising women empowerment.
Presiding over a ceremony marking the 63rd Raising Day of
Himachal Pradesh Home Guards and Civil Defence on Saturday.

Shashi Tharoor calls Putin
banquet ‘warm and engaging

Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who on Friday
attended a banquet for Russian
President Vladimir Putin at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan, on
Saturday described the
atmosphere there as “warm”
and "engaging", and said he
enjoyed his conversations with
many of the attendees. Tharoo's
remarks came a day after
President Droupadi Murmu
hosted a banquet for the
visiting Russian president at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

CM Khandu lauds global
meet on Dalai Lama’s legacy

Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu on Saturday lauded the
successful conclusion of the four-day international conference
on “cultural and historical significance of Tibetan spiritual
leader, the Sixth Dalai Lama, Gyalwa Tsangyang Gyatso", saying
the event brought together scholars from across the world to
reflect on a spiritual legacy that transcends borders and faiths.

CJI Surya Kant launches skill,
polytechnic coursesin jails

Skill development centres,
polytechnic diploma courses
and ITl-level vocational
programmes were launched
for inmates inside various
jails in Haryana on Saturday.
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant inaugurated these
initiatives from the district
prison Bhondsi in Gurugram
under the project
‘Empowering Lives Behind
Bars, Real Change: The New
Paradigm of Correctional
Justice'.

‘Historic blunders’ on J&K, China part of
Nehru’s legacy: BJP hits back at Sonia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday alleged that
“historical blunders” like
“allowing” Pakistan and
China to occupy Indian terri-
tory and giving special status
to Jammu and Kashmir are
Jawaharlal Nehru’s legacy,
as it hit out at Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi over her
accusation that the ruling
dispensation’s main objective
is to vilify him.

Hitting back at the
Congress parliamentary party
chairperson over her allega-
tions that the ruling BJP’s
goalis notjust to “erase” the
legacy of the country’s first
prime minister but to
“destroy” its social and polit-
ical foundations, BJP nation-
al spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia said the word destruc-
tion that Sonia Gandhi used
in her accusation is “synony-
mous with” her son Rahul
Gandhi.

“If there is any ‘Bhasmasur’
in Indian politics today, he is
Rahul Gandhi. He destroyed
the parties of Sharad Pawar
and Uddhav Thackeray in
Maharashtra, then Arvind
Kejriwal by forging an
alliance with his party during
the Lok Sabha polls in Delhi,”
Bhatia charged.

“After destroying Tejashwi
Yadav recently in Bihar (polls),
he is now heading for Uttar
Pradesh to destroy Akhilesh
Yadav in the state,” he said.

Bhasmasur is a demon in
Hindu epics known fora boon
he received from Lord Shiva
that allowed him to turn
anyone into ashes (bhasma)
by touching their head.
However, this power ulti-
mately led to his destruction.

Sonia Gandhi had on Friday
alleged that a systematic
attempt is being made to
denigrate, distort, demean
and defame Nehru, which
was not acceptable.

Addressing an event to
launch the Nehru Centre

India at Jawahar Bhawan,
she said that the project to
vilify Nehru is the main
objective of the ruling
dispensation.

She said the sole objective
of this is to not only diminish
Nehru as a personality but
also his universally recog-
nised role in India’s inde-
pendence struggle and to
demolish his legacy in a crude
and self-serving attempt to
rewrite history.

Reacting sharply to her
charge, Bhatia asked, “What
is Nehru’s legacy?”

“Nehru’s legacy includes
inclusion of Article 370 in
the Constitution, turning
down an offer to become
UN Security Council member
for China and allowing both
Pakistan and China to capture
Indian territory,” the BJP
spokesperson alleged, and
demanded a response from
Sonia Gandhi.

Bhata said that the country
has been paying for the “his-
toric builders” made by Nehru.

However, the country is “so
strong today” under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and is
“making amends” to those
“blunders” made by Nehru,
he said, citing the abrogation
of Article 370 of the
Constitution in 2019, which
revoked the special status
given to Jammu and Kashmir.

The BJP spokesperson
also flayed Rahul Gandhi
over his allegation that the
Government tells visiting
foreign dignitaries not to
meet him, accusing the
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in the Lok Sabha of playing
“politics of lies”.

Bhatia showed pictures of
Gandhi’s meeting with
former Bangladesh prime
minister Sheikh Hasina last
year and his meeting with
Prime Minister of Mauritius
Navinchandra Ramgoolam
and Prime Minister of New
Zealand Christopher Luxon
this year, and accused the
Congress leader of repeated-

ly playing the victim card
and indulging in drama.

Gandhi on Thursday
alleged that the Government
tells visiting foreign digni-
taries not to meet the Leader
of the Opposition due to its
“insecurity”.

He said itis a tradition that
visiting foreign dignitaries
meet the LoP, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the Ministry of External Affairs
were not following this norm.

Gandhi’s remarks came
hours ahead of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
two-day visit to India.

Hitting back, Bhatia said,
“Global diplomacy runs on
credibility and not on the
sense of entitlement.”

“It is a misfortune of our
country that he has become
an LoP. He doesn’t even know
how to make responsible
statements, keeping in mind
the occasion. He has been a
major source of embarrass-
ment for our country,” the BJP
spokesperson charged.

TONY DAS M Guwahati

Investigation into the death
of Assam’s cultural icon
Zubeen Garg is almost com-
plete, and the chargesheet
will be filed on December 12,
a senior police officer said on
Saturday. Special Director
General of Police of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID), Munna Prasad Gupta,
while addressing a press
conference here, said, “The
investigation is almost com-
plete. The details will be
given in the charge sheet.”

Gupta, who is leading the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing Garg’s death,
said seven arrests have been
made so far and over 300
witnesses examined. He said
the chargesheet will be filed
in CID case number 18/2025,
the original case registered
after nearly 60 FIRs were
filed across the state follow-
ing Garg’s death. He died
while swimming in the sea in
Singapore on September 19.

Investigation into the
second case (CID case

number 19/2025), pertain-

ing to property-related and
other activities, is under-
way, he added.

Gupta refused to share
further details, adding that
more will be known once
the chargesheet is submit-
ted. On November 26, the
chief minister said in the
assembly that Garg’s death
while swimming in the sea
in Singapore is a case of
“plain and simple murder”.

He was in the Southeast
Asian nation to participate in
the North East India Festival
(NEIF) 2025. NEIF chief organ-
iser Shyamkanu Mahanta,
the singer’s manager
Siddharth Sharma, and his
two band members, Shekhar

Zubeen death probe nears completion,
chargesheet to be filed on December 12

Jyoti Goswami and Amrit
Prabha Mahanta, his cousin
and Assam Police DSP
Sandipan Garg, and his two
PSOs, Nandeswar Bora and
Prabin Baishya, have been
arrested in the case.

Singapore Police Force (SPF)
is also carrying out an inde-
pendent investigation into
the incident of Garg’s alleged
drowning at sea. In a state-
ment on October 17, the SPF
said that the preliminary inves-
tigations have not indicated
any foul play in Garg’s death
and investigations may take
up to another three months,
after which the findings will be
submitted to the State Coroner
for further proceedings.

New US strategy soft on Pakistan, hits Modi Govt: Congress

DRDO hands over seven new technologies to armed forces

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

From a long-life seawater
battery system for sustained
underwater sensing and
surveillance applications to
a waterjet propulsion
system for fast interceptor
craft, the Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has
handed over seven tech-
nologies to the armed forces,
the Government said.

These technologies have
been developed under the
Technology Development
Fund (TDF) scheme, the
defence ministry said on
Friday. “DRDO has handed
over seven technologies
developed under the TDF
scheme to the three Services,”
it said in a statement.

“The technologies are —
an indigenous high-voltage
power supply for airborne
self-protection jammers, a
tide-efficient gangway for
naval jetties, advanced very
low frequency-high fre-
quency switching matrix
systems, VLF loop aerials
for underwater platforms,

These technologies have been developed
under the Technology Development Fund

(TDF) scheme

indigenous waterjet
propulsion system for fast
interceptor craft, a novel
process for recovery of
lithium precursors from
used lithium-ion batteries
and a long-life seawater
battery system for sus-
tained underwater sensing
and surveillance applica-
tions,” the ministry said.

Each of these technolo-
gies or products has been
designed, developed and
“extensively tested” by the
Indian industry with close
collaboration and guidance
of DRDO’s domain experts
and the tri-services, “rein-
forcing the scheme’s focus
on import substitution and
critical technology develop-
ment”, it said.

The technologies were
handed over during the
meeting of the Empowered
Committee of DRDO held at
DRDO Bhawan here on
December 2 under the

— DEFENCE MINISTRY

chairmanship of Secretary,
Department of Defence
R&D and Chairman of
DRDO, Samir V Kamat.
Senior representatives
from the armed forces,
Department of Defence
Production and the DRDO
also attended the meeting.
The Committee under-
took detailed discussions
on a wide spectrum of
project proposals and
approved 12 new projects
spanning across strategic,
aerospace, naval and elec-
tronic warfare technolo-
gies, the ministry said.
“These approvals under-
score the continued focus
on building domestic capa-
bility and reducing depen-
dency on foreign technolo-
giesin critical and emerging
technology areas,” it said.
The Committee dis-
cussed the approval
approach for various cate-
gories of projects under

the TDF and emphasised
the need for expediting the
end-to-end processing of
the scheme’s projects to
ensure timeliness and
alignment with evo-lving
strategic and technological
requirements of the
Services.

The Committee also
deliberated upon the
roadmap of successfully
developed technologies
and the ways which the
subsequent acquisition
process needs to be
streamlined and executed
seamlessly.

It recommended impor-
tant policy alighnment and
enabling mechanisms to
ensure faster induction and
operational deployment of
the developed technolo-
gies, the ministry said.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the chairman of the
DRDO reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to strengthening indige-
nous defence innovation
under the vision of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
through faster execution of
the TDF scheme.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In a swipe at the Modi
Government over the new US
National Security Strategy,
the Congress on Saturday
said it marks a notable shift
in the American approach
to Pakistan, and avoids the
explicit criticism that defined
the 2017 Donald Trump-era
strategy document, which
openly accused Islamabad
of supporting militants target-
ing US partners.

The opposition party also
pointed out that the docu-
ment reiterates US President
Donald Trump’s claim that he
settled the “raging conflict”
between India and Pakistan.
Congress general secretary
in-charge communications,
Jairam Ramesh, said the 33-
page National Security
Strategy has just been
released by the White House.

“In his introduction to the
document, President Trump
reiterates his claim that he
‘settled the raging conflict
between India and Pakistan’.
The same claim is repeated
on Page 8,” Ramesh said.

The 2025 National Security

Strategy also marks a notable
shift in the US approach to
Pakistan, he claimed. “It
avoids the explicit criticism
that defined the 2017 Trump-
era strategy document, which
openly accused Pakistan of
supporting militants target-
ing US partners, demanded
stronger counterterrorism
action, and pressed
Islamabad to demonstrate
responsible management of
its nuclear arsenal. The new
strategy omits any such ref-
erences,” Ramesh said.

“Kya se kya ho gaya,
bewafa teri dosti mein,” he
added in Hindi, taking a
swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with a play on
the hit number with similar
lyrics from the Dev Anand-
starrer film ‘Guide’ (1965).

The Congress general sec-
retary also shared screen-
shots of the document where
reference is made to Trump’s
claims on stopping the India-
Pakistan conflict in May.
Ramesh also shared the
White House website link to
the document.

The National Security
Strategy released by the
Trump administration late

CONGRESS MOCKED
MODI OVER
TRUMP’S CLAIM OF
BROKERING INDIA-
PAKISTAN PEACE,
SAYING THE MODI-
TRUMP HUGLOMACY
IS IN DEEP FREEZE

Thursday stressed on strong
cooperation with India to
address the security chal-
lenge in the South China Sea.
The Trump administration
has said that the US must con-
tinue to improve commercial
and other relations with India
to encourage New Delhi to
contribute to Indo-Pacific
security, including through
continued cooperation
within the Quad grouping.
The document also men-
tions the eight wars that
Trump claims he has
resolved, including the May
conflict between India and
Pakistan. “President Trump
has cemented his legacy as
The President of Peace. In
addition to the remarkable
success achieved during his
first term with the historic
Abraham Accords, President

Trump has leveraged his deal-
making ability to secure
unprecedented peace in
eight conflicts throughout
the world over the course of
just eight months of his
second term.

“He negotiated peace
between Cambodia and
Thailand, Kosovo and Serbia,
the DRC and Rwanda, Pakistan
and India, Israel and Iran,
Egypt and Ethiopia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan and ended
the warin Gaza with all living
hostages returned to their
families,” the document said.

Earlier this week, the
Congress took a swipe at
Modi over Trump’s repeated
claims that he brokered
peace between India and
Pakistan, saying “no wonder
the Modi-Trump huglomacy is
in deep freeze”.

Trump has repeatedly
claimed that within the first
eight-nine months of his
second term in the White
House, he resolved conflicts
between India and Pakistan,
Thailand and Cambodia,
Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Kosovo and Serbia, Israel and
Iran, Egypt and Ethiopia and
Rwanda and Congo.

TN CM sends relief
ship with rice to
cyclone-hit Sri Lanka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chennai

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Saturday
flagged off a ship laden with
relief material, including 300
MT rice, to Cyclone ‘Ditwah’-
ravaged Sri Lanka.

About 300 MT sugar, 300
MT lentils, 25 MT milk
powder, medicines, blan-
kets, dhotis, sarees and
towels were among the
relief materials that were
dispatched on Saturday from
the Chennai port on behalf
of the state Government.

The goods were totally
valued at %1.19 crore, an
official said, and added that
a similar consignment with
150 MT rice, 150 MT sugar
and other essentials were
sent by a ship from Tuticorin
port today.

The state Government had
extended a similar gesture
when the island nation faced
a severe economic crisis in
May 2022.

Sri Lanka faced historic
flooding when Cyclone

Ditwah made a landfall on
November 28.

According to the UN relief
coordination office, OCHA,
9,98,918 people from all 25
districts were affected and
212 deaths were reported.
Over 1.80 lakh people were
sheltered in 1,094 relief
camps.

The chief minister said
the state sent 950 MT of
relief material to Lanka as a
symbolic gesture to say “we
are with you during the dif-
ficult times.”

Quoting a couplet from
the Tamil masterpiece
‘Thirukkural’ authored by
savant Thiruvalluvar on the
recognition of one’s duty
even in adverse conditions,
he said in a post on the
social media platform X’
that the relief material was
being sent to Sri Lanka which
was facing hardship.

The couplet no. 218,
quoted by Stalin, says those
who deeply know duty do
not neglect giving even
in their own unpros-
perous season.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Thrissur (Kerala)

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Saturday
claimed that neither the
CPI(M) nor the LDF has ever
had any association with
the Jamaat-e-Islami, reject-
ing opposition UDF allega-
tions that the Left party and
the Muslim outfit were polit-
ical partners for decades.

Vijayan said that the Left
Front never had the “misfor-
tune” of seeking votes from
the Jamaat-e-Islami and
never gave the Muslim outfit
a “good certificate”.

“But there are some
people now who are desper-
ately trying to give a good
certificate to the Jamaat-e-
Islami,” the chief minister
said at a press conference
here. He alleged that it is the
Jamaat-e-Islami which
shapes the political agenda
of the Congress and also
contributes to UDF poll
campaigns.

The remarks came in
response to a statement by
Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML) national general sec-
retary P K Kunhalikutty, who

claimed that the CPI(M) and
Jamaat-e-Islami have been
linked for decades in a rela-
tionship that “cannot be
severed easily.”

IUML is a key constituent of
the Congress-led UDF oppo-
sition. Hitting back, Vijayan
said the UDF and Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders “will say any-
thing,” and their claims of
CPI(M) links with the Muslim
outfit are baseless.

Supporting his claim, the
CM noted that the Jamaat-e-
Islami began voting in elec-
tions only from 1987, a time
when the Left was not in
power in Kerala.

He said that in 1987, the
Jamaat-e-Islami had explic-
itly refused to vote for
Marxist or fascist groups,
making it clear they voted
for the Congress.

In 1992, the Congress
Government at the Centre
classified the Jamaat-e-Islami
as a prohibited group, pre-
venting it from supporting
the party in 1996, he added.

“In subsequentyears, the
Jamaat-e-Islami adopted a
candidate-based voting
stance and sometimes con-
tested elections themselves.

CPI(M), LDF never linked with
Jamaat-e-Islami: Kerala CM

During the VS Achutha-
nandanGovernment (2006
2011), the outfit’s youth wing
Solidarity, actively worked
against the Left Front,”
Vijayan said.

“So, we never had the
misfortune of chasing their
votes. We have also never
given them a good certifi-
cate. But now, some are
desperately trying to do so,”
he added.

Later in the day, in
response to Vijayan’s claims,
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly, VD Satheesan,
contended that the Jamaat-
e-Islami has been supporting
the Left front since 1977,
when the Muslim outfit
entered politics.

“Since then, till 2019, they
have been voting for the
CPI(M) and LDF,” he said ata
press meet in Malappuram.

Satheesan also showed a
purported photograph of
Vijayan meeting an Amir of
the Jamaat-e-Islami and
claimed that many CPI(M)
leaders across India were
seen in close contact with
members of the Welfare
Party of India, the Muslim
outfit’s political wing.

President Droupadi Murmu, VP CP Radhakrishnan, PM Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju paying tribute to Babasaheb Ambedkar on his 69th death anniversary at the
Parliament House complex in New Delhi
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CM NITISH LAUNCHES JD(U)'S
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IN BIHAR

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Saturday
inaugurated the membership drive of the JD(U), the party
headed by him, for the period between 2025 and 2028.
The drive began with Kumar assuming the membership
of the party, followed by JD(U) national working president
Sanjay Jha, senior leader Bashishtha Narain Singh and
State unit president Umesh Kushwaha, among others.

“It was only natural that our national president Nitish
Kumar first assumed the membership. This time

around, we have set a target of 1 crore, which is higher
than the target of the previous membership drive,”

Jha told reporters.

JAGANNATH TEMPLE OWNS
OVER 60,000 ACRES IN ODISHA

Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri owns over 60,426 acres of
land in Odisha, and nearly 400 acres in six other States, Law
minister Prithiviraj Harichandan said in the Assembly on
Saturday. Harichandan said this while replying to a written
question of BJD MLA Sudarshan Haripal in the Assembly.
The 12th century shrine in Puri is governed by the Law
department as per the Shree Jagannath Temple Act, 1956.
While 60,426.943 acres of land in the name of Lord
Jagannath are located across 24 districts of Odisha, another
395.252 acres of temple land were traced in six States -
West Bengal (322.930 acres), Maharashtra (28.21 acres),
Madhya Pradesh (25.11 acres), Andhra Pradesh (17.02
acres), Chhattisgarh (1.7 acres) and Bihar (0.27 acres).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lucknow/Ayodhya

Ayodhya remained under
an extensive security
blanket on the 33rd anniver-
sary of the demolition of the
Babri mosque organised
political or religious mobil-
isations — a sharp contrast
to earlier years when rival
groups marked the day with
symbolic demonstrations.
Security personnel were
on high alertand carried out
checking drives across the
holy town, especially around
the newly constructed Ram
temple, railway station, bus
stands and major roads, and
other sensitive areas in Uttar
Pradesh, including Varanasi
and Mathura, with mosque-
temple disputes, stopping
vehicles at multiple check-
points, verifying IDs and
strengthening vigil.
“Decemberember 6 is

always a sensitive date for
Ayodhya. This year, we are
ensuring no breach of peace
or security,” said
Superintendent of Police
(City) Chakrapani Tripathi.

He said that strict direc-
tives had been issued pro-
hibiting public gatherings or
rallies, while hotels had been
asked to maintain detailed
visitors’ records. Bomb
squads and dog squads also
carried out checks at railway
station parking areas along
with Railway Protection
Force (RPF) and Government
Railway Police (GRP) person-
nel, he said.

Unlike previous years,
there were no organised
political or religious mobili-
sations. Local activists and
residents said it reflects both
the administrative curbs
imposed after the Supreme
Court’s 2019 verdict and the
passing away of the once-key

MOHIT KANDHARI B Jammu

Despite maintaining a cordial
working relationship, a fresh
round of ‘war of words’ has
broken out on social media
between the office of Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah and the
Lieutenant Governor (LG)
Manoj Sinha over the issue of
age relaxation to the
aspirants of the Jammu
and Kashmir Combined
Competitive (Preliminary)
Examination-2025 (CCE).

The day-long confronta-
tion between the two sides
prompted Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to write a
letter to the Chairman of the
Jammu and Kashmir Public
Service Commission, seeking
postponement of the exam,
which is scheduled to be
held on December 7.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, in a letter to Arun
Kumar Choudhary, Chairman
JKPSC Saturday said: “I am
writing in the context of the
extraordinary situation
presently confronting the
aspirants of the Jammu and
Kashmir Combined
Competitive (Preliminary)

Examination-2025, scheduled
to be conducted by the
Jammu and Kashmir Public
Service Commission. The
ongoing disruption in the air
services has caused wide-
spread travel chaos across
the region. This is further
compounded by the prevail-
ing uncertainty arising due to
the delay in the proposal
regarding age relaxation —an
enabling provision that has
been extended multiple
times in the past. Together,
these factors have placed
unprecedented mental and
logistical stress on the com-
peting candidates.

In view of the above, and
keeping in mind the princi-
ples of fairness, equity and
equal opportunity for all
aspirants, | would urge the
Commission to take cog-
nizance of the prevailing
circumstances and consid-
er postponement of the
forthcoming examination
by a reasonable duration,
purely in the interest of the
candidates.

I am confident that the
Commission as always, will
take a compassionate and
balanced view of the matter
in the larger public interest”.

Earlier in the day, the Office

of the Lieutenant Governor

(Lok Bhavan) said that several

social media posts circulating

about the JKPSC Prelims
examination were “mislead-
ing,” asserting that the age-
relaxation file sent by the

Government was promptly

returned the same day with
a key query, but no response
has been received since.

In a post on X, the Office
of LG Jammu and Kashmir,
said: “Social media posts
with regard to JKPSC exam
are misleading. Lok Bhavan
had received the file on 2nd
December, 2025, which was
categorically related to age
relaxation only. The file was
returned the same day, 2nd
December, 2025, with a
query whether it is logisti-

cally possible to conduct

the exam on 7th December,
by incorporating modifica-

tions in eligibility criteria at

such a belated stage.

Despite a lapse of 4 days, Lok
Bhavan did not receive any

response. | fully sympathise
with young aspirants.

The advertisement notice
for the examination was pub-
lished by the Jammu and
Kashmir Public Service

Commission on 22/08/2025.
The exam was notified to be
conducted on 07/12/2025
through a notice on
06/11/2025”.

Reacting to the ongoing
tussle, the Peoples
Democratic Party Chief
Mehbooba Mufti, in a post on
X, said, “Aspirants of the
JKPSC CCE are caught in a
tussle between the LG and
the CM. In this cold, they are
out on the streets asking for
nothing more than basic fair-
ness -age relaxation and a
reasonable exam schedule. |
urge @OfficeOfLGJandK and
@OmarAbdullah to step in
and resolve this issue without
any further delay”.

The ruling National
Conference accused the BJP-
PDP alliance Government for
reducing the age limit during
their tenure in power.

“Which Government per-
manently reduced the age
limit for all students of
Jammu and Kashmir to apply
for Government services? It
was the PDP-BJP Government
in 2018, said a post of the JKNC
handle on X (earlier Twitter).
Hitting back, PDP wrote back
on X, “Excuses and finger-

pointing at a Government
that ceased to exist seven
years ago cannot wash away
the responsibility you carry
today. NC sought votes in the
name of resolving people’s
issues, sort this out”.
People’s Conference
Chairman Sajad Lone in a
poston X said, “The JKAS age
relaxation issue is turning out
to be yet another classical
case of passing the buck at
the cost of young aspirants.
First CM posted, suggesting
that he had no role in the
scuttling of the age
relaxation file. And now the
LG has suggested that they
had sent the file back on the
2nd of December.
For heaven’s sake, can the
CM put something in writing?
The CMs office cannot
be run through TV bytes.
What stops him from
issuing written orders? Let
them defy written orders.
If the other side is
falsifying facts. Let us call
their bluff. Every single day
we have a moaning CM
complaining about his file
being turned down. Yet
nothing in the form of
written communication”.

Female Greylag Goose tagged for migration study

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

In a bid to track and study its
migratory movements, the
Bird Ringing and Monitoring
Station (BRMS) in Bihar’s
Bhagalpurdistrict has tagged
afemale Greylag Goose, which
breeds across northern
Europe, Central Asia and South
Asia, with a solar-powered
GPS-GSM transmitter.

GPS tracking will help map
its migration route, timing,
stopover patterns and
habitat use — critical
information for wetland
conservation across Bihar, a
senior officer said. The
tagged bird has been named
‘Sonbarsa’, after the village in
Bhagalpur district where it

was recently captured.
Officials said the name
reflects the area’s identity,
with Sonbarsa signifying a
fertile, gold-toned landscape
shaped by riverine soils,
symbolising abundance and
harmony with nature.
“BRMS, Bhagalpur, a joint
venture of the State
Government’s Department
of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change and the
Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS), tagged a
female Greylag Goose on
Friday at the Ghatora
wetland near Sonbarsa
village with a solar-powered
GPS-GSM transmitter to study
its migratory movements.

“This is the first-ever GPS
tagging of a bird in Bhagalpur
district, marking a significant
milestone in Bihar’s migrato-
ry bird research,” Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF), Prabhat Kumar Gupta,
said on Saturday.

Greylag Goose, which
travels thousands of kilo-
metres along the Central
Asian Flyway, uses wetlands
like Ghatora as stopover or
wintering sites.

He said this tagging marks
a major step toward advanc-
ing scientific understanding
and safeguarding migratory
birds that depend on the
State’s wetlands.

This effort follows the GPS-
GSM tagging of two Bar-
headed Geese in Jamui dis-
trict in February this year,
strengthening Bihar’s contri-
bution to waterbird moni-
toring under the Central
Asian Flyway.

Earlier, BRMS, Bhagalpur
had documented a juvenile
Greater Flamingo in the
Ganga near Sultanganj on
December 8,2024. It marked
the first documented
appearance of the species in
the Bhagalpur district, the
PCCF said.

Ayodhya under heavy security on Babri demolition anniversary

Security personnel stand guard near Beldanga Railway station in

Murshidabad on Saturday

PTI

leaders from both sides of the
dispute. “The Government
has banned observing ‘Black
Day’ or ‘Victory Day’ (Shaurya
Diwas) after the final verdict,”
said Indu Bhushan Pandey, a
social activist in Ayodhya.
The BJP posted messages
on its X handles paying trib-
utes to those associated with

the Ram Temple movement
on “Shaurya Diwas”
observed by Hindu outfits to
mark the demolition in 1992.
“Jai Shri Ram, On Shaurya
Diwas, a hundred salutations
to the Sanatanis who, by offer-
ing their lives in the Shri Ram
Mandir movement, paved the
way for the cultural renais-

sance of the nation,” a poston
the official handle of the BJP’s
Uttar Pradesh unit said.

Many prominent figures
associated with the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement,
including Ashok Singhal,
Kalyan Singh, Bal Thackeray
and Mahant Avaidyanath,
have either passed away or
faded from public life. Leaders
from the Babri mosque Action
Committee, such as Zafaryab
Jilani, Syed Shahabuddin,
Abdullah Bukhari and Sultan
Salahuddin Owaisi, are also no
longer alive.

Even the main litigants,
including Hashim Ansari and
Triloki Nath Pandey, in whose
name the court decree for
the Ram temple was issued,
have passed away.

Meanwhile, the five-acre
plot allotted by the Supreme
Court to the Sunni Central
Wagqf Board for building a
mosque remains barren.

The Ayodhya Develo-
pment Authority had reject-
ed the initial plan submitted
for the proposed mosque,
and no revised map has
since been filed.

The new mosque project
rollout at Dhannipur, around
25 km from the holy city,
could begin around April
2026, the head of the trust
tasked with the project said.

“If all fits in place, and of
course, subject to the
Ayodhya Development
Authority’s (ADA) approval of
the revised layout plan of
the mosque that we hope to
submit by Decemberember-
end, a tentative timeline of
the mosque project rollout
could be around April 2026,”
Zufar Faruqi, chairman of
the Indo-Islamic Cultural
Foundation (IICF), which will
undertake the construction
of the mosque-complex

project, said.

Kerala HC grants
interim protection to
Rahul Mamkootathil

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Kochi

The Kerala High Court on
Saturday gave interim protec-
tion from arrest to expelled
Congress MLA Rahul
Mamkootathil in a case of
rape and forced abortion
against him. Justice K Babu
said that it will hear
Mamkootathil’s anticipatory
bail plea on Decemberember
15 and till then he should not
be arrested.

“Petitioner shall not be
arrested during the penden-
cy. Post on December 15,
2025,” the court said.
Advocate S Rajeev, appearing
for the expelled Congress
MLA confirmed the order.

However, Mamkootathil is
accused in a second case of
sexual assault. A sessions
court in Thiruvananthapuram
had on Thursday rejected his
plea for anticipatory bail in
the first case of rape and
forced abortion registered
against him last week.

A second rape case was
lodged against him on
Wednesday based on the
complaint of a second
woman, a resident of

Bengaluru. Mamkootathil,
who has been absconding
since the registration of the
first rape case against him,
has claimed in his plea in the
High Court that he was inno-
cent and his custodial inter-
rogation was not required.
He has also contended that
the relationship between him
and the first complainant
was consensual and when it
became strained, a complaint
was lodged against him.
The MLA has further
claimed that the woman was
married, but separated from
her husband, and in order to
“save her own skin” she dis-
owned their relationship. In
his plea, Mamkootathil has
said that he was prepared to
explain each and every cir-
cumstance of the offences
alleged against him and will
also cooperate with the
probe if he would get an
opportunity to appear before
the investigating officer
without any fear of arrest.
He has also alleged that
there is an attempt by the
investigation agency to
“mislead the facts” and he
has got ample documents to
establish the same.

Rajasthan 1st State to digitise 100% of voter rolls under SIR

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jaipur

Rajasthan on Saturday com-
pleted 100 per cent digitisa-
tion of its electoral roll under
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), becoming the first State
in the country to do so, Chief
Electoral Officer Navin
Mahajan said.

He said that coordinated
effort and meticulous execu-
tion by BLOs, assistant staff,
supervisors, district election

officers and other staff
engaged in the exercise were
behind this success.

“Rajasthan now also leads
the country in voter mapping,
with more than 97 per cent of
the mapping work complet-
ed. As aresult, only 3 per cent
of voters will need to furnish
documents during the claims-
objections phase,” he said.

On average, he said, only
about 30 voters per booth
will be required to submit
documents.

He said high-quality
mapping has made the SIR
process simpler, more trans-
parent and greatly reduced
repeated verification for voters.

Mahajan said that the ded-
ication of field staff, especial-
ly BLOs and panchayat-level
employees, was central to
this achievement.

He said the success reflects
not just statistical progress
but the collective spirit that
enabled the State to seta new
benchmark.

The chief electoral officer
said that the draft electoral roll
will be published on
Decemberember 16, adding
that claims and objections can
be filed from Decemberember
16 to January 15, 2026.

Hearings, verification and
decisions on claims and
objections will be conducted
from December 16 to
February 7, 2026. The final
electoral roll will be pub-
lished on February 14, 2026,
the officer said.

TNCC chief denies reports of Praveen, Vijay meeting

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chennai

TNCC chief K Selvaperunthagai
on Saturday denied any knowl-
edge about Congress func-
tionary Praveen Chakravarty’s
meeting with actor-politician
Vijay on alliance and said this
claim appeared illogical.
The Congress high
command had already consti-
tuted a five-member commit-
tee under Girish Chodankar
(AICC TN incharge) to hold
discussions with DMK presi-
dent and Chief Minister MK
Stalin on seat-sharing, he

stressed. The panel had called
on Stalin, the leader of the
Secular Progressive Alliance, on
December 4 and informally
commenced the process of dis-
cussing seat-sharing.

Selvaperunthagai, Congress
Legislature Party leader
Rajesh Kumar, and AICC sec-
retaries Suraj MN Hegde and
Nivedith Alva were the other
members of the committee
led by Chodankar.

The Congress, which won
18 out of 25 seats it contest-
edin alliance with the DMK in
the 2021 Assembly election, is
aiming to contest more seats

this time.

Responding to a question
on the reported meeting
between Chakravarty and
Vijay, who heads the
Tamilaga Vettri Kahagam,
Selvaperunthagai replied, “I

don’t know about it. The AICC
has nominated a five-
member committee under
Girish Chodankar. What you
say is astonishing. We are
with the DMK.”

When the reporter persist-
ed, the Congress leader said,
“I really don’t know what to
say. There was no coverage in
the media to say the meeting
took place. I can’t react to
speculation.” He exuded the
hope that the DMK would not
underestimate the strength
of Congress and that it would
allot them a modest number
of seats this time.

Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on
Saturday slammed Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for allowing “communal ele-
ments” like former —
Trinamool Congress MLA —
Humayun Kabir to thrive in
the State by providing them
political patronage.

Adhikari’s Statement came
soon after Kabir — who was
on Thursday suspended from
his party — laid the founda-
tion stone of a proposed
Babri Mosque at Beldanga in
Murshidabad district border-
ing Bangladesh.

“It is a very dangerous
step we have no problem if
anyone constructs a mosque
oratemple or a church any-
where but where the name
of Babar is being used it
becomes really dangerous
because everyone knows
that Pathans and Mughals
invaded India, tortured the
Hindus and converted thou-
sands of them, looted their
wealth and women, we have
problem not with the
mosque but with the name
he was notIndian. He was a

Former TMC MLA Humayun Kabir (left) waves to the gathering, he laid the
foundation stone for a mosque, modelled on Ayodhya’s Babri Masjid in

West Bengal’s Murshidabad district on Saturday

PTI

rapist and a robber. His
name was invoked without
any permission,” Adhikari
said blaming the Chief
Minister for making what
Kabir had become today.

Adhikari was taking partin
a rally on the occasion of
“Saurya Diwas” that started
in front of Swami
Vivekananda’s residence and
marched a few kms till
Shyambazar crossing in
North Kolkata.

Wondering why the Chief

Minister would not take action
against Kabirwhen he during
the last general elections
threatened to cut and throw
the 30 per cent population
(Hindus) of Murshidabad in
River Bhagirathi (Ganges),
Adhikari said, “Mamata
Banerjee provided police pro-
tection to men like Humayun
Kabir where as one has to
approach the court to cele-
brate Saraswati Puja, a few
days ago, the police transport-
ed Goddess Kali in a prison

Adhikari slams Mamata after Kabir lays
down foundation stone of Babri mosque

SAUGAR SENGUPTA M Kolkata

van, instead of taking action
against a section of the pop-
ulation who were disturbing
the Puja today’s development
will not bring any peace.”

However, Kabir who
managed to draw many
thousand people to witness
the foundation stone laying
ceremony said that he was
not doing anything uncon-
stitutional by setting up a
mosque.

“lam not doing anything
unconstitutional. Anyone
can build a temple, church
I will build a mosque It is not
written anywhere that I
cannot build the Babri
mosque if a Ram Temple can
be built at Sagardighi why
cannot a Barbri Mosque be
build here.” A Hindu reli-
gious organisation has been
building a replica of
Ayodhya Ram Temple at
Sagardighi which is also in
Murshidabad district.

Meanwhile, even as the
Trinamool Congress on
Saturday observed a Sanhati
Diwas (Solidarity Day) the
Chief Minister took to the
social media saying her
struggle to contain commu-
nal hatred would continue.
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Patanjali Group signs MoU
to enter Russa with
itsAyurveda products

Swami Ramdev

Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Group on
Saturday signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Russian Government that will facilitate
its entry into the country. The MoU aims to promote
health and wellness, health tourism, exchange of skilled
human resources and research-related initiatives, as per
a statement. The MoU was signed here by Ramdev on
behalf of the Patanjali Group and Sergey Cheremin,
Chairman of the Indo-Russia Business Council and
Minister of Commerce of Russia.

The Patanjali Group, founded by Baba Ramdev and
Acharya Balkrishna, is an Indian conglomerate known for
its Ayurvedic and FMCG products, encompassing
Patanjali Ayurved and Patanjali Foods (formerly Ruchi
Soya). Ramdev, addressing the programme, said people
in Russia appreciate and actively practice yoga,
Ayurveda, and naturopathy. He further said "our
foremost goal is to take this wellness science of the
sages to nearly 200 countries across the world, with
Russia serving as the entry point”.

“The first major objective of this MoU is to expand
Patanjali's wellness services in Russia. The second
objective is to share India's spiritual knowledge, culture,
yoga, Ayurveda and invaluable heritage with Russia.

For this purpose, India’s cultural and sage traditions
will be taken to Russia,” he said. Additionally, under this
MoU, leading Indian brands will be promoted in Russia
and Russian brands in India. While Sergey Cheremin
said they will strengthen their partnership with
Patanjali. By adopting Patanjali's yoga, Ayurveda and
naturopathy, they aim to transform the lifestyle of the
people of Russia and make them healthier and disease-
free, he said.

Install rooftop solar panels
on all Govt buildings.
Haryana CM to officials

Nayab Singh Saini

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on Saturday
directed that all Government buildings like schools,
colleges, hospitals, offices, etc, be equipped with rooftop
solar systems to accelerate the State's transition towards
clean and green energy. He was chairing a high-level
review meeting on the budget announcements of the
power sector at the civil secretariat here, according to an
official statement. uring the meeting, Saini reviewed the
progress of the PM Suryaghar: Muft Bijli Yojana and
instructed officials to expedite rooftop solar installations
across households in the State. He also examined the
month-wise achievements under the scheme and
emphasised strict monitoring and accountability.

In addition, the CM directed the creation of solar
parks across the State to harness Haryana's renewable
energy potential. He also ordered immediate removal of
old and defunct electricity poles from major State roads
and highways to enhance public safety and improve
road aesthetics. Chairman, Haryana Power Generation
Corporation Ltd (HPGCL), Shyamal Misra said 42,486
rooftop solar installations have been completed in the
State as of November 20, 2025. A target has been set to
install 2,22,000 rooftop solar systems in the state by
March 31, 2027. He said power distribution companies
have also formulated a new scheme, ‘Saur Urja
Protsahan Yojana' and it has been submitted to the
State Government for approval.

Customs smpliflication next big reform: FM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Ahead of Budget 2026, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said the simplification of
customs would be the next big
reform agenda for the Government.
During the current financial year,
the Government undertook reforms
such as rate rationalisation and
simplification of the income tax
and Goods and Services Tax (GST) in
a bid to boost consumption by
providing more cash in the hands
of the common man.

“We need a complete overhaul of
customs... We need to have customs
simplified for people to feel that it
is not cumbersome to comply...
Need to make it more transparent,”
Sitharaman said while speaking at
the HT Leadership Summit here.

There is a need to bring the
virtues of income tax to the customs
side in terms of transparency, she
said, adding that the proposed
reforms will be comprehensive and
entail customs duty rate rationali-
sation. The announcements to this
effect can be made in the upcom-
ing Budget, likely to be presented on
February 1. “We have brought down

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

customs duty over the last two years
steadily. But in those few items
where our rates are considered to
be over the optimal level, we have
to bring them down as well.
Customs is my next big cleaning-up

assignment,” she said.

In this year’s Budget, among
other measures announced, the
Government proposed eliminating
seven additional customs tariff
rates on industrial goods, following

the removal of seven tariffs in 2023-
24 (announced in the previous
budget speech on July 23, 2024). This
reduces the total number of tariff
slabs to eight, including a zero
rate. On the depreciating rupee

against the dollar, Sitharaman said,
it will find its natural level.

The rupee has depreciated about
5 per cent against the US dollar
during the calendar year 2025.

The rupee breached the 90-a-
dollar level for the first time to settle
at a fresh all-time low of 90.21 (pro-
visional) on Wednesday, down 25
paise from its previous close, amid
sustained foreign fund outflows
and higher crude oil prices.

Sitharaman exuded confidence
that the GDP growth would be
7 per cent or above during the
current financial year.

The Indian economy grew by a
higher-than-expected 8.2 per cent
—asix-quarter high — as increased
factory production in anticipation
of a consumption boost from the
GST rate cut helped offset deceler-
ation in farm output.

The growth in the second quarter,
compared with 7.8 per cent in the
preceding three months and 5.6 per
cent in the year-ago period, was
aided by a strong showing from the
services sector, which clocked
double-digit growth.

For the first half ended in
September, India clocked a growth
rate of 8 per cent.

Circular economy to boost dairy farmers’
income by 20% in 5 years: Amit Shah

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation, Amit Shah inaugurates the newly constructed Bio-CNG and Fertiliser Plant by Banas Dairy

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Ahmedabad

Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday expressed
confidence that implemen-
tation of the circular
economy model across the
country will increase dairy
farmers’ income by 20 per
cent in the next five years.
Shah was addressing cattle
rearers associated with
Banas Dairy at an event
held at Sanadar village in
Gujarat’s Vav-Tharad district
to mark the inauguration
of the dairy’s bio-CNG
and fertiliser plant and
ground-breaking of its milk
powder plant.

He praised Banas Dairy’s
management for success-
fully developing a model for
a circular economy in the
dairy sector, which includes
generating extra income for
farmers through various
means, such as converting
cattle dung into biogas and

bio-fertiliser. Shah informed
the audience that he
has brought several
members of Parliament to
Banaskantha to understand
the circular economy model
of Banas Dairy.

“So far, our cooperative
dairies have received huge
success in procuring milk
from farmers and giving
back the income generated
from selling milk products.
Now, the time has come to
focus on the circular
economy. You will get your
share from the income gen-
erated by the dairy by selling
biogas and fertiliser pro-
duced from cattle dung pro-
cured from farmers,” he said.
A concrete plan for the
implementation of this circu-
lar economy model across
the country will emerge from
the meeting of MPs in
Banaskantha in the evening,
the minister said.

Shah also informed the
gathering that chairpersons
and managing directors of all

the major cooperative
dairies will visit Banas
Dairy in January 2026 to
understand more about the
initiatives taken by the dairy,
considered Asia’s largest
dairy with a turnover of
324,000 crore.

“Apart from the usual milk
products like paneer and
curd, there are many prod-
ucts that are in demand
across the globe, but they are
not produced in India. If we
focus on those products,
dairy farmers can earn extra
income,” he said.

Shah said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has created
a system wherein dairies
will get the required finance
and technology to adopt
this circular economy model,
which also includes leather
production from the hide
harvested from the cattle
that died naturally. “Our
Government has created
three cooperatives for the
agriculture sector and three
for the dairy sector. | want to

assure you that the circular
economy will increase dairy
farmers’ income by 20 per
cent in the next five years,”
he said. Shah said his min-
istry and the Centre have
done detailed planning for
implementing the circular
economy model in the dairy
sector. He expressed confi-
dence that targets set by
PM Modi under the ‘White
Revolution 2.0’ initiative
will be achieved through
collective efforts.

On the occasion, Shah
praised women dairy
farmers for their contribu-
tion and efforts in strength-
ening the sector in this arid
region of Gujarat. “Women
dairy farmers of this region
sent a message to NGOs
around the world that advo-
cate forwomen’s empower-
ment. Without any agita-
tion, you worked hard to
create a system where your
earnings are deposited
directly into your bank
account,” he noted.

Need stronger arbitral
institutions for infrastructure
sector: Justice Rajesh Bindal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Supreme Court judge Justice
Rajesh Bindal has underlined
the need for strong arbitral
institutions, stating that the
country’s booming infrastruc-
ture sector requires
expert involvement and
problem-solving approach-
es to prevent disputes from
stalling projects.

The Supreme court judge
was speaking at the 5th
Biennial International
Conference on Construction
Law and Arbitration organ-
ised by the Society of
Construction Law here on
Friday evening, in collabora-
tion with Khaitan and Co,
Larsen and Toubro, |SA
Advocates and Solicitors,
among others. Justice Bindal
said construction law is a
highly specialised field.

He said the rapid growth of
India’s infrastructure, includ-
ing power, roads, metro,
ports and dams, has natural-
ly increased disputes.

“Activity is increasing, so
percentage of disputes will
g0 up — some genuine,
some creative.

We should solve them at
each stage, instead of taking
the entire dispute to the end
and stalling the project,”
Justice Bindal said.

He endorsed institutional
arbitration in construction
disputes, to combat its
current issues of inflated
costs and delayed proceed-
ings by ensuring the
availability of technical
experts, proper record-
keeping, and structured
case management.

He also stressed contract
drafting as a key area for
reducing disputes.

“The best form of agree-
ment is where all relevant
laws and terms are incorpo-
rated in a single document,
avoiding overlaps and patho-

Justice Rajesh Bindal

logical clauses,” he said.

Justice Bindal warned
about challenges posed by
Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
arbitration and litigation,
including fabricated evi-
dence, non-existent judg-
ments, and confidentiality
risks on open Al platforms.

Speaking at the event,
Attorney  General R
Venkataramani called for
dedicated legislation for
the construction sector,
underlining its current
fragmented nature.

He urged law schools to
play a larger role in
shaping the future of con-
struction law and regulatory
frameworks.

Delhi High Court judge
Justice Tejas Karia highlight-
ed the rapid evolution
and complexity of India’s
infrastructure sector and
emphasised the need
for specialised dispute
resolution frameworks.

“The future of construc-
tion disputes is clear. It will be
faster, more data-driven and
supported by technology. It
will be less adversarial and
more collaborative and rely
on early resolution struc-
tures and enforcement.

If we build a dispute reso-
lution system that is clear,
predictable, economically
enabled and globally trusted,
we can position India as a
hub for infrastructure arbitra-
tion,” he said.

Assam CM launches seed capital cheque
distribution for women of Hailakandi and Dholai

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Saturday launched
the distribution of seed
capital cheques under the
Mukhyamantri Mahila
Udyamita Abhiyan for
women beneficiaries across
Hailakandi and Dholai
Legislative Assembly
Constituencies (LACs) in the
Barak Valley.

A total of 17,774 beneficia-
ries from Hailakandi LAC and
20,045 from Dholai LAC each
received cheques of ¥10,000
under the initiative, aimed at
ensuring sustainable eco-
nomic empowerment for
women in Assam.

Speaking at the Hailakandi
distribution event, the Chief
Minister noted that cheque
distribution has already been
completed in 50 constituen-
cies in the past two months,
benefiting 12 lakh women
across the State.

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma is distributing seed capital cheque to women
beneficiary during the Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita Abhiyan programme

in Hailakandi on Saturday

Pioneer photo

He highlighted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision to transform three
crore women into “Lakhpati
Didis,” stating the State
Government aims to trans-
form 40 lakh women associ-
ated with Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) into “Lakhpati
Baideus” (elder sisters).

CM Sarma urged beneficia-
ries to make the best use
of the initial 10,000 seed
fund, explaining that deposit-
ing it in their SHGs could
create a working capital of
%1 lakh for enterprises or
business expansion.

Following a six-month
assessment of fund utilisa-

tion, beneficiaries will be eli-
gible for subsequent support
of %25,000 and %50,000.
Eligibility for these subse-
quent benefits is restricted to
beneficiaries with up to
three children. The CM also
announced that under
Orunodoi 3.0, two to three
thousand new beneficiaries
will be included from
Hailakandi LAC. Further-more,
from January 1, ration card
holders will be able to pur-
chase dal, salt and sugar at Rs.
100 per kg, a reduction from
the existing %117.

On development, CM
Sarma announced the instal-
lation of an MRI machine at
Hailakandi Civil Hospital
and directed the District
Commissioner to identify
land for a medical college.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
laid the foundation stone
for the statue of Bharat
Kesari Dr Syama Prasad
Mukherjee on Puranibazar
Road, Hailakandi.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

national security.

FICCI-CASCADE (Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economy), on Saturday
organised the third edition of its Annual
Auto Rally. The event was flagged off by
Lok Sabha Member of Parliament Manoj
Tiwari. The aim of the rally was to raise
large scale awareness on the impact of
smuggled and counterfeit goods on
India’s economy, public health and

MP Manoj Tiwari flags off FICCI-
CASCADE anti-smuggling auto rally

On the occasion Tiwari made a pas-
sionate appeal during the flag-off cer-
emony and urged citizens to act as
informed consumers and join the
nation’s collective crusade against
smuggling, which continues to drain
Government revenue and undermine
legitimate industry.

“Smuggling is not just an economic
offence, it is a silent threat that fuels
criminal networks and even terrorism.
A bomb blast shocks the nation in a
single moment, but the funding for
such acts often begins quietly through
the sale of smuggled and illegal goods.
Many citizens do not realise that when

Manoj Tiwari, Member of Parliament and Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, flagging off the
Anti-Smuggling Auto Rally in Delhi, with over 300 auto-rickshaws participating to raise awareness on

the rising threat of smuggling and counterfeiting

Pioneer photo

they buy products without a bill or
choose cheaper, smuggled items, they
unintentionally strengthen the very
forces that work against India’s safety
and stability.

Today, | appeal to every Indian: let us
take a clear and conscious pledge that
we will never purchase goods that
come through illegal channels.

Even if it costs a little more, let us
always choose rightful, tax-paid, bill-
certified products.

This is not only about supporting
honest businesses — it is about protect-
ing our nation, safeguarding our
people, and weakening the networks
that misuse our hard-earned money
against us,” he said.
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Woman charged
with smuggling

A 42-year-old woman has
been charged for her role
in an international
smuggling conspiracy
under which individuals
primarily from India were
brought illegally to the US
across the border from
Canada. Stacey Taylor of
Plattsburgh, New York,
appeared for an
arraignment this week
after a federal grand jury
in Albany returned an
indictment in October
charging her for her role
in the smuggling
conspiracy, according to
an official statement on
Friday. Court records show
that US Border Patrol
agents interdicted Taylor's
vehicle near Churubusco,
New York, near the
Quebec border in the
early morning hours in
January, and found four
foreign nationals inside
her vehicle. The four men -
three Indian nationals and
one Canadian national -
had crossed the US-
Canadian border illegally,
without inspection.

PAKISTAN

Nineterrorists
gunned down

Security forces have
gunned down nine
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
two separate
intelligence-based
operations in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in
northwest Pakistan,
military's media wing
said on Saturday. The
operations were
conducted in Khyber,
Tank and Lakki Marwat
districts of the province
on Friday, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the media wing of
the Pakistan Army said in
a statement. An
intelligence-based
operation was conducted
in Tank on the reported
presence of terrorists.
After an intense fire
exchange, seven
terrorists were killed, the
ISPR statement said. In a
separate IBO conducted
in Lakki Marwat, “two
more khawarij were
effectively neutralised by
security forces.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

A miniature model of an
iconic sculpture of Mahatma
Gandhi from a central
London square is set to go
under the hammer at an
auction in England next
week, with a guide price esti-
mate between 6,000 and
8,000 pounds.

The 27-cm tall bronze
magquette is said to be the ear-
liest complete vision of the
statue by Polish sculptor
Fredda Brilliant that has been
installed at Tavistock Square
in London’s Bloomsbury since
1968. In September, its plinth
was targeted with “racially
aggravated” graffitiand had a
spruce up in time for Gandhi
Jayanti on October 2.

“Fredda Brilliant first con-
ceived of the idea of a sculp-
ture of Mahatma Gandhi in
1949, but it was not until the
early 1960s that she was com-
missioned to make the memo-
rial in Tavistock Square,

India boosts Sri Lanka recovery efforts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Colombo

A top Indian diplomat on
Saturday briefed Sri Lankan
corporate leaders about New
Delhi’s “response and contin-
ued commitment” to the
cyclone-hitisland nation in its
resurgence from the disaster
that has claimed over 600
lives so far.

Indian High Commissioner
Santosh Jha met Sri Lankan
corporate leaders associated
with the ‘Rebuilding Sri Lanka
Fund’ as the island nation is
grappling with widespread
flooding, landslides and
severe infrastructure collapse
following Cyclone Ditwah.

Till Saturday noon, as many
as 611 people had died
because of the disaster,
which also left several dis-
tricts isolated and acutely
strained the country’s disas-
ter-response capacity.

During his meeting with
the corporate leaders, Jha dis-
cussed the “way ahead for
rehabilitation and recovery”,
the Indian High Commission
said in an X post.

He also briefed them on
the elements of “India’s
response and continued
commitment to stand by Sri
Lanka in its resurgence from
this crisis,” it added.

India was the first country
to respond to Sri Lanka’s
international appeal for assis-
tance under its Operation
Sagar Bandhu.

Its humanitarian assis-
tance has continued across
land and air, focusing on
both emergency response
and sustained medical care,
the Indian mission here said
in a press release. Since the
launch of Operation Sagar
Bandhu on November 28,

Major terror bid foiled in Pak, 24 terrorists arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lahore

High Commissioner Santosh Jha during a meeting with Sri Lanka’s corporate leaders associated with Rebuilding Sri Lanka Fund PTI

India has provided more
than 58 tonnes of relief
material including dry
rations, tents, tarpaulins,
hygiene kits, water purifica-
tion kits and around 4.5
tonnes of medicines and sur-
gical equipment.

Another 50 tonnes of
equipmentincluding gener-
ators, inflatable rescue boats,
and Outboard Motors have
been provided, and 130
tonnes of Bailey Bridge units
have been airlifted along
with 31 engineers to restore
critical connectivity.

The Indian Engineer Corps
is conducting surveys and
reconnaissance for the con-
struction of Bailey Bridges on
vital road routes to restore
connectivity in flood-hit

Law enforcement agencies have foiled
a major terror plot in Pakistan’s
Punjab province and arrested 24 ter-
rorists, most of whom belong to the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP), police said on Saturday.

The terrorists were arrested during
operations in different areas of the
province this week, the Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD) of Punjab

said in a statement.

It said the CTD Punjab conducted
364 intelligence-based operations in
different districts, in which 24 terror-
ists were arrested along with
weapons, explosives and other prohib-
ited materials. Eleven of those arrest-
ed belong to the outlawed TTP.
Around 5 kg of explosives, 24 detona-

Miniature model of Gandhi statue set for UK auction

London,” Woolley & Wallis
auction house from Wiltshire
said in a statement.

“She initially explored three
poses, one of Gandhi standing,
one of him walking, and the
final one offered here, sitting
cross-legged, a pose she
described as ‘traditional and
intimate, suited to the small
but beautiful [Tavistock]
square’,” it stated. Once the

sculptor had settled on the
pose, she created a customary
metal miniature. It is the first
of two of these maquettes that
is being offered at auction next
Thursday. A second maquette
sold back in June 2019 for
65,000 pounds to a private col-
lector.“Given  Fredda’s
growing reputation and the
fierce bidding we’ve seen for
her Gandhiworks in the past,

areas. On Saturday, a ship
laden with 950 tonnes of
essential goods including
300 MT rice was dispatched
by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin.

It is carrying clothes and
food to be distributed among
those affected by the cyclone
following a request made
by the Sri Lankan Deputy
High Commission in Chennai,
according to the Sri Lankan
Foreign Ministry.

“India was the first country
to respond. India sent heli-
copters and rescue teams.
They sent food and medicine
very quickly,” Foreign
Minister Vijitha Herath said,
calling the response received
from the international com-
munity to Sri Lanka’s appeal

the emergence of this first
maquette from a private
London collection is signifi-
cant,” said Victor Fauvelle,
Woolley & Wallis specialist.

“It offers collectors an
exceptional chance to secure
the piece that set one of
Fredda’s most internationally
recognised monuments and
sculptures in motion,” he said.
The bronze sculpture, created
with the backing of India
League, was unveiled at the
square as a nod to Mahatma
Gandhi’s days as a law student
at the nearby University
College London.

The sculpture depicts
Gandhiin a classic meditative
pose, with the inscription on
the plinth saying: “Mahatma
Gandhi, 1869-1948.”Gandhi
Jayanti, designated as
International Day of Non-
Violence by the United
Nations, is commemorated
with floral tributes and
Gandhiji’s favourite bhajans at
the monument in London
annually on October 2.

“overwhelming”. Under
Operation Sagar Bandhu, two
columns of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), comprising 80
experts and K9 units with
specially trained dogs, con-
ducted rescue and relief
operations, evacuating
around 150 stranded persons.
A full-fledged field hospital
with 78 medical personnel
from India is now providing
life-saving care in
Mahiyanganaya near Kandy.

It was airlifted by the
Indian Air Force on
Wednesday. In its first 24
hours, the facility provided
much-needed medical care
to around 400 patients affect-
ed by the cyclone, conduct-
ed 55 minor procedures and

an operation, the High
Commission said in an X
post. Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army Lieutenant
General Lasantha Rodrigo
reviewed the field hospital
and thanked the Indian
Government for its swift
response and for ensuring
that critical medical care
reaches those in need.

Medical centres have also
been set up using the BHISHM
(Bharat Health Initiative for
Sahyog Hita and Maitri)
Arogya Maitri cubes in the
badly hit Ja-Ela and
Negombo. “India’s medical
teams continue to
stand beside Sri Lanka, ensur-
ing that timely care
reaches those in need,” the X
post said.

tors and four bombs were recovered
from those arrested.

The CTD said that the terrorists had
planned to target important buildings
in different cities. As many as 24 cases
have been registered against the
arrested terrorists and further inves-
tigation is being carried out against
them, it said. Since there has been a
rise in terror incidents in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, Punjab has
been put on high alert.

Following last month’s suicide
attack in Islamabad that claimed 12
lives, Punjab police have been put on
high alert with instructions to height-
en arrangements for the security,
especially of judges, courts and bars
across the province.

The police officers were instructed
to ensure daily and weekly inspections
of the security arrangements.

Gaza ceasefire at
critical moment: Qatar

Palestinian Ahmed Abu Amra riding his motorcycle and shows off his skills
on a sandy hill in the Al-Zahra area, central Gaza Strip AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Doha

Qatar’s Prime Minister on
Saturday said the Gaza cease-
fire has reached a “critical
moment” as its first phase
winds down, with the
remains of just one Israeli
hostage still held by mili-
tants. Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani told an
international conference in
the Qatari capital thatinterna-
tional mediators, led by the
US, are working “to force the
way forward” to the second
phase to cement the deal.

“What we have just done is
a pause,” he told the Doha
Forum. “We cannot consider
it yet a ceasefire.”

“A ceasefire cannot be com-
pleted unless there is a full
withdrawal of Israeli forces,
there is stability back in Gaza,
people can go in and out,
which is not the case today,”
he said.

While the ceasefire halted
the heavy fighting of the two-
year war, Gaza health officials
say that over 360 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli fire
since the truce took effect in
October. In new violence,
two Palestinians were killed
in an Israeli airstrike north-
west of Gaza City, Shifa
Hospital said.

Israel’s army said it wasn’t
aware of an airstrike in that
location. However, it said that
Israeli soldiers on Saturday
killed three militants who
crossed the “yellow line” into
Israeli-controlled northern
part of Gaza and “posed an
immediate threat.” Since the
ceasefire, the Israeli army
says it has carried out a
number of attacks on
Palestinians crossing the
ceasefire lines.

The first phase of US
President Donald Trump’s 20-
point peace plan took effect

October 10. The fighting
stopped and dozens of
hostages held in Gaza were
exchanged for hundreds of
Palestinians held in Israeli
prison. Israel sent a delega-
tion last week to Egypt for
talks on returning the remains
of the last hostage.

The next phase, which
includes the deployment of
an international security force
in Gaza, formation of a new
technocratic Government for
the territory, disarmament
of Hamas and an eventual
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from Gaza, has not yet begun.
Arab and Western officials
told The Associated Press on
Friday that an international
body overseeing the ceasefire,
to be led by Trump himself, is
expected to be appointed by
the end of the year. In the long
term, the plan also calls for a
possible “pathway” to
Palestinian independence.

Sheikh Mohammed said
that even the upcoming
phase should be “temporary”
and that peace in the region
could only take place with the
eventual establishment of a
Palestinian State — some-
thing that is opposed by
Israel’s hard-line Government.

“If we are just resolving
what happened in Gaza, the
catastrophe that happened in
the last two years, it's not
enough,” he said. “There is a
root for this conflict. And this
conflict is not only about
Gaza.” He added: “It’s about
Gaza. It's about the West
Bank. It's about the rights of
the Palestinians for their state.
We are hoping that we can
work together with the US
administration to achieve this
vision at the end of the day.”
Turkey’s Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan said there is a
“big question” over the forma-
tion of an international secu-
rity force for Gaza.

Israeli defence firm says it plans to supply
first batch of LMGs to India early next year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jerusalem

Aleading Israeli defence firm
has said it intends to supply
the first batch of 40,000 light
machine guns (LMGs) to
India starting early next year,
while it is in the final stages
of signing a contract to
supply nearly 1,70,000 new-
age carbines.

Shuki Schwartz, CEO of
Israel Weapon Industries
(Iw1), also said that his firm
is currently collaborating
with various agencies within
India’s Ministry of Home
Affairs to market their prod-
ucts, including pistols, rifles,
and machine guns.

“We’re now involved in
three significant pro-
grammes. First is the contract
for 40,000 light machine
guns, which was signed last
year. We have completed
all tests, trials, and

FINAL STAGES
OF SIGNING A
CONTRACT TO
SUPPLY NEARLY
1,70,000 NEW-AGE
CARBINES

Government checks, and we
have received the license
for production. We intend to
supply the first batch at the
beginning of the year,”
Schwartz told .

LMGs supply is for five
years. We can do it faster, but
the first supply will be at the
beginning of the year,” he
said when asked about the
timeline of the supply.

Schwartz said the second
programme involves the CQB
(Close Quarters Battle) car-
bines tender, where the firm
was the second bidder.
Bharat Forge is the primary
bidder. “We intend to supply

40 per cent of the contract.
We are in the stage of pre-
signing of the contract, and
I believe it will be finalised by
the end of this year or the
beginning of next year,” he
said. Sixty per cent of the CQB
carbines supply will be
sourced from Bharat Forge,
while the remaining 40 per
cent (170,000 units) will be
delivered by PLR Systems, a
subsidiary of the Adani
Group. On Arbel technology,
the first computerised
weapon system that uses a
complex algorithm to deter-
mine when a soldier is on
target and quickly strikes
with high precision, Schwartz
said that they are in the
early stages of talks with
India about integrating this
technology into the country.

“We are in the initial stages
of discussions with differ-
ent agencies to adopt the
Arbel systems. Once they

take it, we will supply it
through co-production in
Israel and India,” he said.

He added that PLR Systems
will handle the co-produc-
tion locally in India. “We are
also collaborating with the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and various agencies
within MHA to sell our com-
plete range of products,
which includes pistols, rifles,
and light machine guns. Our
dealings involve smaller
quantities across many con-
tracts, and we have been
working in this area for
several years,” he said. When
asked about annual supply
numbers, he mentioned it
could be “tens of thousands
of weapons a year.”

He acknowledged that
while the two major con-
tracts will last for a few years,
there is a demand for
quicker delivery due to the
current situation.

Bolsonaro’s son says he will
run for presidency of Brazil

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Sao Paulo

| ndian student diesfrom
Injuriesin US housefire

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New York

A 24-year-old Indian student in the US has died after
suffering severe injuries in a house fire, according to the
Indian mission. Sahaja Reddy Udumala was pursuing a
Master's degree in Albany, New York. The Consulate
General of India in New York said in a post on X on Friday
(local time) that it is "deeply saddened by the untimely
demise” of Udumala, who lost her life in the house fire
incident in Albany. “Our thoughts and heartfelt
condolences to her family during this difficult time,” the
Consulate said, adding that it is in touch with Udumala’s
family and is extending all possible assistance. The Albany
Police Department said in a statement that its personnel
and the Albany Fire Department responded to the house
fire on the morning of December 4.

Brazilian Senetor Flavio Bolsonaro, the eldest son of former
President Jair Bolsonaro, said on Friday that his father
decided he should represent their political group and run for
president in 2026. Bolsonaro was arrested last month and
began serving a 27-year prison sentence after being
convicted of attempting a coup. The far right leader has
already been barred from running for office until 2030 as
part of a separate process against him. "It is with great
responsibility that | confirm the decision of Brazil's greatest
political and moral leader, Jair Messias Bolsonaro, to entrust
me with the mission of continuing our national project,”
Flévio Bolsonaro wrote on X. The office of Sen. Bolsonaro
confirmed that he will challenge President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva, who is running for a fourth nonconsecutive term.
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Sudanese paramilitary drone attack kills 50

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Cairo

A drone attack by the
Sudanese paramilitary forces
hit a kindergarten in south-
central Sudan, killing 50
people, including 33 chil-
dren, a doctors’ group said.

Paramedics on the scene
in the town of Kalogi in
South Kordofan state were
targeted in “a second unex-
pected attack,” Sudan
Doctors’ Network said in a
statement late Friday.

Emergency Lawyers, a
rights group tracking vio-
lence against civilians in
Sudan reported in a state-
ment Saturday the second
strike on paramedics treating
survivors in Kalogi and said
“a third civilian site near
the previous two” was
also attacked.

The group condemned
the attack, blaming the para-
military group, the Rapid

Support Forces, or RSF, for
the strikes, calling them “a
flagrant violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law,
including the protection of
civilians, especially children,
and vital civilian infrastruc-

ture.” The death toll is
expected to be higher, but
communication blackouts
in the area have made it dif-
ficult to report casualties.
Thursday’s attack is the
latest in the fighting

between the RSF, and the
Sudanese military, who have
been at war for over two
years. It is now concentrat-
ing in the oil-rich Kordofan
states.”Killing children in
their school is a horrific vio-

lation of children’s rights,”
said UNICEF Representative
for Sudan Sheldon Yett in a
statement Friday. “Children
should never pay the price of
conflict,” said Yett. He said
UNICEF urges all parties “to
stop these attacks immedi-
ately and allow safe, unhin-
dered access for humani-
tarian assistance to reach
those in desperate need.”

Hundreds of civilians were
killed throughout the
Kordofan states in the last
few weeks as intensified
fighting shifted from Darfur
after the RSF took over the
besieged city of el-Fasher.

Sudanese military aerial
strikes on Sunday killed at
least 48 people, mostly civil-
ians, in Kauda, South
Kordofan. UN Human Rights
Chief Volker Turk warned
that Kordofan could face
new atrocities like those in
el-Fasher.

Separately, the RSF con-

demned in a statement
Friday a drone strike on the
Chad-Sudan border, accus-
ing the Sudanese military of
being behind it and posted
a video showing billowing
black smoke. This couldn’t
be independently verified
and it is unclear whether
there were casualties in this
strike. There was no imme-
diate comment from the
Sudanese military. RSF’s
violent takeover of el-Fasher
was marked with execu-
tions of civilians, rapes and
sexual assaults, and other
atrocities. Thousands
escaped and thousands
more are feared killed or
trapped in the city.

The RSF and the Sudanese
military have been fighting
for power over Sudan since
2023. More than 40,000
people were killed in the
war, according to the World
Health Organization, and 12
million displaced.

Doctors postpone ex-PM Zia’s
travel abroad for treatment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

The medical board treating
critically ill Bangladesh'’s
former prime minister
Khaleda Zia on Saturday
postponed her planned
travel to London for an indef-
inite period, her personal
physician said.

The three-time premier
Zia was scheduled to depart
for London on Sunday after
her plan to leave on Friday
was postponed as an air
ambulance offered by Qatar
could not reach Dhaka due to
technical issues.

Media reports suggested
Doha later rented an alterna-
tive aircraft from Germany.

“The medical board thinks
it is not appropriate for her
to travel abroad at this
moment,” Dr AZM Zahid
Hossain her personal physi-

cian and also a member of
the party’s policy-making
standing committee,
told reporters.

He added that doctors con-
tinued their “highest-level
efforts” to arrange Zia’s treat-
ment abroad, while a
medical ambulance was fully
ready to fly her abroad when-
ever the situation suits her
travel. “Allah has cured her
from even more serious con-
ditions in the past.

The medical board is con-
fident that Begum Khaleda
Zia will overcome her current
physical complications,” he
said. BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
on Friday had said if every-
thing went well, the air
ambulance provided by Emir
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani would arrive
on Saturday to fly her to
London on Sunday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
I Cape town

A mass shooting carried out
on Saturday by multiple
suspects in an unlicenced
bar near the South African
capital left at least 11 people
dead, police said. The
victims included three chil-
dren aged 3,12 and 16.

Another 14 people were
wounded and taken to the
hospital, according to a
statement from the South
African Police Services.
Police didn’t give details on
the ages of those who were
injured or their conditions.

The shooting happened
atabarinside a hostel in the
Saulsville township west of
the administrative capital of
Pretoria in the early hours of
Saturday. Ten of the victims
died at the scene and the
11th died at the hospital,
police said.The children
killed were a 3-year-old boy,
a 12-year-old boy and a 16-
year-old girl. Police said
they were searching for
three male suspects.

“We are told that at least
three unknown gunmen
entered this hostel where a
group of people were drink-
ing and they started ran-
domly shooting,” police
spokesperson Brig Athlenda
Mathe told national broad-
caster SABC. She said the
motive for the killings was
not clear. The shootings
happened at around 4.15
am, she said, but police

were only alerted at 6 am
South Africa has one of
the highest homicide rates
in the world and recorded
more than 26,000 homi-
cides in 2024 — an average
of more than 70 a day.
Firearms are by far the
leading cause of death in
homicides.The country of 62
million people has relative-
ly strict gun ownership laws,
but many killings are com-
mitted with illegal guns,
authorities say. There have
been several mass shoot-
ings at bars — sometimes
called shebeens or taverns

in South Africa — in recent
years, including one that
killed 16 people in the
Johannesburg township of
Soweto in 2022.

On the same day, four
people were killed in a mass
shooting ata barin another
province. Mathe said that
mass shootings at unli-
cenced bars were becoming
a serious problem and
police had shut down more
than 11,000 illegal taverns
between April and
September this year and
arrested more than 18,000
people for involvement in

11 killed in mass shooting at South African bar

illegal liquor sales.

Recent mass killings in
South Africa have not been
confined to bars, however.
Police said 18 people were
killed, 15 of them women, in
mass shootings minutes
apart at two houses on the
same road in a rural part of
Eastern Cape province in
September last year.

Seven men were arrested
for those shootings and face
multiple charges of murder,
while police recovered
three AK-style assault rifles
they believe were used in
the shootings.

Protestershed for smearing
custard on King Charlesjewds

ASSOCIATED PRESS M London

Four protesters were arrested
on Saturday after splattering
food on the case of a priceless
diamond-encrusted crown at
the Tower of London. The
Crown Jewels display was
closed after members of a
group called Take Back Power
smeared apple crumble and
poured yellow custard — two
staples on British dessert
menus — on the display case
containing the Imperial State
Crown worn by King Charles Ill
during his coronation in 2023
and during his speech to open
Parliament in 2024.

The Metropolitan Police said
the protesters were arrested on
suspicion of criminal damage.
The group that advocates for a
permanent citizens’ assembly
and wants to tax extreme
wealth said two of its members

had thrown the food and two
others were also arrested and
taken into “custard-y."

The act of civil disobedience is
one of many that has targeted
prized treasures and artworks
to draw attention to a political
cause. Petroleum protesters
were imprisoned last year for
tossing a can of tomato soup
on glass protecting Van Gogh's
“Sunflowers” at London's
National Gallery.

Video of the stunt at the Tower
of London, once a royal palace
also known as the prison where
Anne Boleyn, Thomas More
and others were executed,
showed two protesters
attacking the case as other
visitors stepped back in shock.
After an employee intervened
and radioed for help, the two
demonstrators unfurled a sign
saying, "Democracy has
crumbled.

KPK Govt app

roves closure of

related to May 23 incidents

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Peshawar

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provincial (KPK) Government
has approved the closure of
all “politically motivated”
cases registered in connection
with the May 2023 violent
incidents that erupted
following the arrest of former
Pakistan prime minister Imran
Khan. The decision in
connection with the cases
registered on May 9 and 10,
2023 was taken during the
provincial Government's
cabinet meeting held under
the chairmanship of Chief

Minister Sohail Afridi late on
Friday. "The cabinet termed
the cases filed on May 9 and
10 as politically motivated
and lacking evidence, and
therefore granted approval for
their withdrawal,” Special
Assistant to the Chief Minister
on Information, Shafi Jan,
said. On May 9, 2023, workers
belonging to Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
vandalised a dozen military
installations, including the
Jinnah House (Lahore Corps
Commander House),
Mianwali Airbase and the ISI
building in Faisalabad, some
130 kms from Lahore.

Russia unleashes a massive drone, missile attack on Ukraine

12 arrests in Minneapolis as
part of immigration operation

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Minneapolis

Federal agents have arrest-
ed a dozen people in
Minneapolis since launching
an enforcement operation
this week primarily focused
on Somali immigrants living
unlawfully in the US, but
fewer than half of those
detained are Somali.

US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement said
Thursday that agents had
arrested 12 people. Of those,
six are Mexican nationals,
five are from Somalia and
one is from El Salvador.

Minneapolis-St Paul,
which has the nation’s
largest Somali community,
is the latest area targeted by
the Trump administration
for mass deportations, fol-
lowing operations in
Chicago, Los Angeles and
Charlotte, North Carolina.

CRACKDOWN
SPARKS CRITICISM;
OFFICIALS
DENOUNCE
RHETORIC, VOW
SOMALI COMMUNITY
PROTECTION

This week, immigration
authorities have also arrived
in New Orleans, where offi-
cials said they intend to
arrest up to 5,000 people.
A statement from DHS
Assistant Secretary Tricia
McLaughlin called the 12
people federal agents arrest-
ed some of the “worst of the
worst criminal illegal
aliens”. Eight of them had
been charged or convicted
of crimes, including assault,
fraud, domestic violence
and driving under the influ-
ence, according to ICE.
President Donald Trump

ASSOCIATED PRESS
H Kyiv

recently targeted Somali
immigrants in public
remarks, calling them
“garbage” and saying “they
contribute nothing”. He also
blamed Democratic
Govorner Tim Walz for
allowing alleged fraud in
government programs to
happen on his watch, which
a conservative publication
claimed was funnelling
money to a Somali militant
group. The crackdown has
drawn intense criticism
from local and state officials
who have denounced
Trump’s rhetoric and
pledged to protect the
Somali community.
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey said city police would
not participate in federal
immigration enforcement.
DHS’ McLaughlin accused
Frey and Walz of not enforc-
ing immigration laws and
endangering citizens.

Russia unleashed a major
missile and drone barrage on
Ukraine overnight into
Saturday, after US and
Ukrainian officials said they’ll
meet on Saturday for a third
day of talks aimed at ending
the nearly four-year-old war.

Following talks that made
progress on a security frame-
work for postwar Ukraine, the
two sides also offered the
sober assessment that any
“real progress toward any
agreement” ultimately will
depend “on Russia’s readi-
ness to show serious commit-
ment to long-term peace.”

The statement from US
special envoy Steve Witkoff,
Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner as well as Ukrainian
negotiators Rustem Umerov
and Andriy Hnatov came after
they met for a second day in
Florida on Friday.

They offered only broad
brushstrokes about the

progress they say has been
made as Trump pushes Kyiv
and Moscow to agree to a
US-mediated proposal to
end the war. Russia used 653
drones and 51 missiles in the
wide-reaching overnight
attack on Ukraine, which
triggered air raid alerts
across the country and came
as Ukraine marked Armed
Forces Day, the country’s air

force said Saturday morning.

Ukrainian forces shot
down and neutralized 585
drones and 30 missiles, the
air force said, adding that 29
locations were struck.

At least eight people were
wounded in the attacks,
Ukrainian Minister of
Internal Affairs Ihor
Klymenko said.

Among these, at least

three people were wounded
in the Kyiv region, according
to local officials. Drone sight-
ings were reported as far
west as Ukraine’s Lviv region.

Russia carried out a
“massive missile-drone
attack” on power stations
and other energy infrastruc-
ture in several Ukrainian
regions, Ukraine’s national
energy operator, Ukrenergo,

wrote on Telegram.
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant tem-
porarily lost all off-site power
overnight, the International
Atomic Energy Agency said
Saturday, citing its Director
General Rafael Mariano
Grossi. The plantisin an area
under Russian control since
early in Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine and is not in service,
but it needs reliable power
to cool its six shut-down
reactors and spent fuel, to
avoid any catastrophic
nuclear incidents.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
that energy facilities were
the main targets of the
attacks, also noting that a
drone strike had “burned
down” the train station in
the city of Fastiv, located in
the Kyiv region. Russia’s
Ministry of Defence said its
air defences had shot down
116 Ukrainian drones
over Russian territory
overnight into Saturday.

Mexico freezes Miss Univer se
co-owner’s bank accounts

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Mexico City

Mexico's anti-money laundering office has frozen the bank
accounts of the Mexican co-owner of Miss Universe as part
of an investigation into drugs, fuel and arms trafficking, an
official said. The country’s Financial Intelligence Unit, which
oversees the fight against money laundering, froze
Mexican businessman Ratl Rocha Cant's bank accounts in
Mexico, a federal official told The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to
comment on the investigation.The action against Rocha
Cantt adds to mounting controversies for the Miss
Universe organization. Last week, a court in Thailand issued
an arrest warrant for the Thai co-owner of the Miss Universe
Organization in connection with a fraud case and this

year's competition.

USto expand travel ban to
more than 30 countries

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Washington

The Trump administration will be expanding its ban on travel
for citizens of certain countries to more than 30, Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi Noem said, in the latest restriction to
come since a man from Afghanistan was accused of shooting
two National Guard members. The expansion would build on
a travel ban already announced in June by the Republican
administration, which barred travel to the U.S. for citizens
from 12 countries and restricted access to the U.S. for people
from seven others. In a social media post earlier this week,
Noem had suggested more countries would be included.
Noem, who spoke late Thursday in an interview with Fox
News Channel host Laura Ingraham, would not provide
further details, saying President Donald Trump was
considering which countries would be included.
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LILLE BEATS MARSEILLE
IN LIGUE 1

Lille gave Marseille its first Ligue 1 loss in six weeks after
Ethan Mbappé's goal for a 1-0 win. Fourth-placed Lille
tied third-placed Marseille on points in the table.
Marseille was unbeaten in six league games but it went
behind in the 10th minute thanks to some hesitant
defending. A mix-up between goalkeeper and the
defense allowed Mbappé to steal in and poke in Nabil
Bentaleb's long pass. Lille's third straight win boosted its
fine home record to 16 wins and only two defeats in its
last 23 Ligue 1 matches. The defeat was Marseille's first
in the league since Oct. 25 against Lens. Marseille
struggled on a chilly night in Lille and did not shoot on
target until the 76th. Brest notched a third successive win
after beating Monaco 1-0. Kamory Doumbia headed the
only goal after 28 minutes.Brest's Ludovic Ajorque was
sent off on the hour mark for a bad tackle on Lamine
Camara but the team held on and rose to ninth place.

GILL CLEARED TO PLAY FIRST
T20I AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

India’s T20I vice-captain Shubman Gill has been
cleared by the Sports Science team of the BCCl's
Centre of Excellence (CoE) to play the opening T20I
against South Africa after successfully completing his
rehabilitation from a neck injury sustained during the
Kolkata Test. Gill was selected in the squad subject to
fitness and had to undergo all rehabilitation and skill-
training protocols required for Return To Play (RTP).
“Shubman Gill has successfully completed his
rehabilitation at CoE and has met the requisite criteria
to be declared fit for all formats of the game,” a
communication from the CoE has gone to the team
management'’s Sports Science and Medicine (SSM)
team, comprising physio Kamlesh Jain, strength and
conditioning coach Adrian Le Roux and sports doctor
Dr Charles.

ISSF WC Final: Suruchi wins gold, Sainyam silver

RUDRANKKSH, BABUTA, ELAVENIL DISAPPOINT
IN SHOOTING WORLD CUP FINAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Doha

Talented shooter Suruchi
Singh came up with yet
another commanding perfor-
mance to clinch the women’s
10m air pistol gold, while
compatriot Sainyam took the
silver as India made a big
splash on the opening day of
the season-ending ISSF World
Cup Final on Saturday.

After a disappointing outing
by the 10m rifle exponents
earlier during the day, Suruchi
lit up the day by firing a
superb 245.1in the final on her
way to the top podium finish,
while former junior world
champion Sainyam made ita
gold-silver finish for the
country with a score of 243.3.

Double Olympic bronze-
medallist Manu Bhaker, who
also made it to the final, fin-
ished fifth tallying 179.2.

Suruchi, who was ranked
number 1 in the world in
September-October follow-
ing four back-to-back World
Cup gold medals earlier this
year, was in great form as she
finished the qualification
round in the elite 12-shooter
field in second place with an
aggregate of 586.

Bhaker (578) came in sixth,
while Sainyam (573), the 2023
junior world champion, barely
managed to make the final
after finishing eighth in
qualification.

However, the final saw the
21-year-old Sainyam in a differ-
ent zone altogether as she led
the field for a major part of the
final before conceding the
top spot to Suruchi after
shooting four below-average
scores of 9.5 each in the elim-
ination round.

Suruchi, the daughter of a
Havildar hailing from Jhajjar
— the same district as Bhaker
— earned Euro 5,000 for her
effort, while Sainyam received
a pay cheque of Euro 4,000.

India’s former world cham-
pion Rudrankksh Patil and
Paris Olympic finalist Arjun
Babuta missed out on medals
in men’s 10m air rifle,
finishing fourth and sixth
respectively. Elavenil
Valarivan also came up short
in women'’s 10m air rifle, fin-
ishing ninth in the qualifica-
tion round, failing to make the
eight-shooter final.

Rudrankksh, the 2022 world
champion who has shown
good form this season by
clinching the World Cup gold

in Buenos Aires, came into the
star-studded final after finish-
ing fourth in the qualification
round with a score of 631.9.

Babuta entered the eight-
shooter final after finishing
third 633.3 even as double
Olympic gold medallist at the
Paris Olympics, China’s Sheng
Lihao led the field tallying
637.7, while former world
champion Victor Lindgren of
Sweden was second with a
score of 633.5.

The top-class final saw
Rudrankksh shoot just one
below-par score of 9.8 in his
second shot of the first series,
which made the difference in
the end as the Indian tallied

209.9. Lindgren took the gold
and Euro 5,000 in prize
cheque with a score of 253.0,
while Lihao bagged the silver
(252.6) and Euro 4,000 in prize
money.

Another stalwart, Hungary’s
Istvan Peni won the bronze.

Elavenil, fresh from her
World Championships bronze
medal in Cairo, could not
make the eight-shooter final
as she finished ninth in qual-
ification with a score of 630.

World Championships
bronze medallist in trap,
Zorawar Sandhu was placed
ninth among 12 shooters after
he notched up 70/75 on day
one of competition.

Doha: India’s former world
champion Rudrankksh Patil
and Paris Olympic finalist
Arjun Babuta missed out on
medals in men’s 10m air
rifle, finishing fourth and
sixth respectively in the
season-ending ISSF World
Cup Final here on Saturday.
Elavenil Valarivan also
came up short in women’s
10m air rifle, finishing ninth
in the qualification round,
failing to make the eight-
shooter final. Rudrankksh,
the 2022 world champion
who has shown good form
this season by clinching the
World Cup gold in Buenos
Aires, came into the star-
studded final after finishing
fourth in the qualification
round with a score of 631.9.
Babuta entered the eight-
shooter final after finishing
third 633.3 even as double
Olympic gold medallist at
the Paris Olympics, China’s
Sheng Lihao led the field
tallying 637.7, while former
world champion Victor
Lindgren of Sweden was
second with a score of
633.5. The top-class final
saw Rudrankksh shoot just

one below-par score of 9.8
in his second shot of the
first series, which made the
difference in the end as the
Indian tallied 209.9.

Lindgren took the gold
and Euro 5,000 in prize
cheque with a score of
253.0, while Lihao bagged
the silver (252.6) and Euro
4,000 in prize money.

Another stalwart,
Hungary'’s Istvan Peni won
the bronze. Elavenil, fresh
from her World
Championships bronze
medal in Cairo, could not
make the eight-shooter final
as she finished ninth in
qualification with a score of
630. World Championships
bronze medallist in trap,
Zorawar Sandhu was placed
ninth among 12 shooters
after he notched up 70/75
on day one of competition.
He shot 23, 24 and 23 in the
three round of 25 each, and
will return to the range on
Sunday for two more rounds
before the six finalists can
be spotted. The veteran
marksman is the sole entry
from India in the shotgun
competition.

India need to lift its game to prevail over Germany in FIH Junior WC semifinals

SAUMOJYOTI S CHOUDHURY
M Chennai

Eyeing to reclaim the crown
after nine years, the Indian
men’s hockey team will have
to raise its game by leaps and
bounds if it hopes to get past
seven-time champions and
title holders Germany in the
semifinal of the FIH Junior
World Cup on Sunday.

Two-time champions India
last won the title way back in
2016 in Lucknow.

The Indians had a relatively
easy pool outing, scoring 29
goals and conceding none
against lowly sides like Chile,
Oman and Switzerland to
breeze into the quarterfinals.

But the PR Sreejesh-coached
side faced their first real test
against Belgium in the quarter-
finals. India had to dig deep
into their reservoir to eke out
a 4-3 shoot-out win against
Belgium after both the sides
were locked 2-2 at the end of
regulation time.

It took a superlative effort
from goalkeeper Princedeep
Singh to keep India in the
hunt. Princedeep not only
made some fantastic saves in
the regulation 60 minutes but
also effected two brilliant saves
in the shoot-out to take
India forward.

India’s defence was hardly
tested in the pool stages, but
against Belgium got a taste of
what is awaiting for them in
the knockout stages of the
tournament against quality
opponents.

Sreejesh was not at all
happy with the team’s perfor-
mance against Belgium
despite the win and asked his
players to keep their “feet on
the ground”.

“l sweetly made them
understand that it was not the
final. To keep your feet on the
ground is most important and
we need to focus on the next
match,” Sreejesh said after
the Belgium match.

He listed the areas which

India need to improve going
ahead if they desire to reclaim
the title.

“We expect the same (per-
formance) from Germany too
in the next match. So we have
to raise our level according to
the occasion. What we need to
dois score and that’s the most
important thing,” he said.

“Anotherimportant thing is
to focus on the mistakes you
have committed. What is easy

is to keep in your mind what
good things you have donein
the match but what is impor-
tant is to learn from the mis-
takes we have committed
inside opponent’s D and how
to get more outcome.”

The Indian forwards, who
shone brightin the pool stages
against weaker opponents,
fell flat against Belgium despite
creating numerous scoring
chances. And come Sunday,

the likes of Manmeet Singh,
Dilraj Singh, Ajeet Yadav,
Sourabh Anand Kushwaha and
Arshdeep Singh can’t afford to
slip a bit against the mighty
Germans, known for their ruth-
less game.

“We need to get that final
touch. Once you are inside the
D you can’t give away ball pos-
session,” Sreejesh said.

The Indian backline too
needs to pull up its socks as it
was guilty of giving away the
ball and conceding soft goals.

“It is a team game, the
defence too needs to up their
game and not concede soft
penalty corners or give away
possession. In hockey the first
line of play starts from the
defence,” the Indian coach
emphasised. Pressure is also
one thing which the inexperi-
enced Indians need to handle,
especially in front of big
home crowd.

“There is pressure which
comes with quarterfinals, and
more pressure with semifinal

and final. From the quarterfi-
nal stage we can’t take any
team easily,” Sreejesh said.

One thing which the coach
would be happy about is
penalty corner conversions as
India’s both goals in the regu-
lation time against Belgium
came from set pieces con-
verted by Sharda Nand Tiwari
and skipper Rohit Yadav.

But the team would be
expecting more precision from
the duo in the business end of
the tournament.

Besides Princedeep, Tiwari is
the other player who stood out
against Belgium, converting a
goal in regulation time and
scoring thrice from penalty
spot in the shoot-out.

Germany, on the other hand,
are the team to beat in this
tournament, and their record
speaks volumes about
their quality.

But the Germans too had to
fight hard to get past a fighting
France 3-1in shoot-out after the
game finished tied at 2-2. (PTI)

IPBL: Hyderabad Royals stun
Chennai Super Warriors

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Hyderabad Royals staged a
comeback from 0-2 down to
topple Chennai Super
Warriors 4-2 in Qualifier 1,
sealing their spot in the final
of the Indian Pickleball League
(IPBL) on Saturday.

A resurgent Mumbai
Smashers then defeated
Lucknow Leopards in the
Eliminator with an identical
score to advance to Qualifier
2. A three-way tie for fourth
meant a Play-In preceded the
knockouts, with the Global
Pickleball Federation
President Javier Regalado in
attendance.

With Grand Rallies played to
25, Mumbai Smashers edged
Capital Warriors Gurgaon
25-24 in the opener, then
backed it up with a com-
posed 25-22 win over
Bengaluru Blasters to secure
fourth place and seal their
spot in the playoffs.

In the final placement rally,
Bengaluru defeated Gurgaon
25-21 to finish fifth.

In the Qualifier, first-placed
Chennai Super Warriors faced
the second-ranked Hyderabad
Royals for a direct ticket to the
final. Mitch Hargreaves gave
Chennai the perfect launch,
winning the men’s singles 15-
11 before teaming with Harsh
Mehta to repeat the scoreline
in the men’s doubles for a 2-
0 lead. The women'’s singles
brought the headline show-
down - unbeaten Roos van
Reek versus Megan Fudge.

Fudge came out firing, dom-
inating the kitchen line to
lead 7-3, but van Reek clawed
back to 7-7. But Fudge closed

out a 15-13 upset, handing
van Reek her first singles loss
of the league.

Hyderabad carried that
momentum into the women’s
doubles, where Fudge and
Shreya Chakraborty held offa
late Chennai push to win 15-
13 and level the tie.

Hyderabad rose to the
moment in a tense Grand
Rally, overturning a brieflead
for Chennai to prevail 21-17 and
book their place in the final,
sending their opponent to
Qualifier 2. Fudge and Newell
were named the Players
of the Tie.

All around the globe, eyes
focused on the stage where
World Cup paths were sorted,
nations’ names chosen one
by one in a draw that deter-
mined Argentina and Lionel
Messi will start their title
defence against Algeria.

Twenty-seven months after
qualifying began, teams from
five-time champion Brazil to
newcomers Cape Verde,
Curacao, Jordan and
Uzbekistan learned their
group-stage opponents in
the expanded 48-nation, 104-
game tournament that starts
June 11 in the United States,
Canada and Mexico.

“Exciting for the island, for
the people there. They're so
proud,” said Dick Advocaat,
the 78-year-old Dutchman
leading Curacao, a Caribbean
country with a population of
150,000, into an opener
against four-time champion
Germany.

On a day that began with
snow falling on the nation’s
capital, the ceremony at the
Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts included U.S.

Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi, centre, does drills during a training
session for Saturday’s MLS Cup soccer match against the Vancouver

Whitecaps

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump
receiving a newly created
peace prize awarded by FIFA,
soccer’s governing body.
Trump, Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum and
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney picked up plastic
spheres containing their own
nations’ names from bowls —
Sheinbaum drew more
applause from those gath-
ered in the hall than Trump.

FIFA’s lead-in show, fea-
turing music and stars from
sports and entertainment,

was almost as long as a 90-
minute soccer match, with
the actual draw starting
nearly 11/2 hours into the pro-
ceedings. Tom Brady,
Shaquille O’Neal, Aaron judge
and Wayne Gretzky took part.
New Zealand was the last orb
picked.

“Just watching Americans
on stage and the president
giving speeches and perfor-
mances, it made it feel like an
American eventalready,” said
U.S. Midfielder Tyler Adams,
who watched from England,

where he plays for Premier
League club Bournemouth.
“And | think we know the
expectation of whatit’s going
to be like when we go there
and there’s going to be half-
time shows and there’s going
to be celebrities and the big
draw of what America brings
to sports.”

Three-time champion
Argentina opens on June 16 at
either Kansas City, Missouri, or
Santa Clara, California.
Specific sites for all group
stage games and kickoff times
were to be announced
Saturday. The Albiceleste then
face Austria and Jordan in
Group J. Argentina surprising-
ly lost its 2022 opener to
Saudi Arabia before going on
to win the final over France on
penalty kicks.

Messi, who turns 39 during
the tournament, hasn’t com-
mitted yet to playing but it
would be shocking if he
decided against appearing
in a record sixth World Cup.

“We are just awaiting for
him to decide,” coach Lionel
Scaloni said. “In principle,
everything is going well.”

The U.S., which reached
the semifinals at the inaugur-

Argentina will open their World Cup defence against Algeria

al World Cup in 1930 and the
quarterfinals in 2002, starts
Group D against Paraguay
on June 12 in Inglewood,
California. The Americans
play Australia six days later at
Seattle, then face Turkey,
Romania, Slovakia or Kosovo
— one will emerge next year
from playoffs — on June 25
back at SoFi Stadium.

Mexico hosts the tourna-
ment opener at Azteca
Stadium in Mexico City on
June 11 against South Africa in
Group A, a rematch of the 1-1
draw at the 2010 opener in
Johannesburg. El Tri then
meets South Korea and closes
the first round against the
Czech Republic, Ireland,
Denmark or North
Macedonia. Forty-two of the
teams have been determined;
22 are competing in playoffs
for six berths that will be
decided March 31.

Winners and second-place
nations from the 12 groups
advance to the new round of
32 along with the top eight
third-place teams. All games
from the quarterfinals on will
be in the U.S., culminating in
the July 19 final at East
Rutherford, New Jersey.

Hamilton crashes in final practice for F1 title-deciding Abu Dhabi GP ahead of qualifying

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Il Abu Dhabi

Seven-time Formula 1champi-
on Lewis Hamilton crashed in
the final practice of the
season-ending Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix ahead of qualifying
later Saturday.

The thrilling three-way title
battle will be decided on
Sunday at the Yas Marina
Circuit. McLaren driver Lando
Norris is 12 points ahead of Red
Bull’s Verstappen and 16
ahead of McLaren teammate
Oscar Piastri.

Verstappen is aiming for his
fifth straight F1 title — Norris
and Piastri are chasing their
first. All three drivers have won
seven races.

Mercedes driver George

Russell led third practice
ahead of Norris and
Verstappen, with Piastri fifth.

Hamilton lost the rear of the
Ferrari coming out of Turn 9
and spun full circle before
sliding into the barriers, bring-
ing out the red flag. He
stepped out of the car and
picked up some of the debris
himself.

Hamilton owns F1 records
for most wins (104) and pole
positions (104) but called his
own performance “ terrible “
this season.

The 40-year-old Briton won
asprintrace in China in March,
but nothing else this season.
He has not even been on the
podium in a main race this
campaign.

Norris had a scare during

third practice when he nar-
rowly avoided running into
the back of Yuki Tsunoda’s Red
Bull, swerving around him
justin time.

Toward the end of practice,
Mercedes driver Kimi Antonelli
lurched into the side of
Tsunoda’s Red Bull in the pit
lane as Tsunoda was driving
past him.

Norris showed good pace to
lead Friday’s first two practice
sessions ahead of Verstappen.

Title showdown

Taking the pole s crucial in
Abu Dhabi, where overtaking
is hard on the 58-lap circuit.

Every driver starting on
pole has won the race since
2015. The last not to do s
0 was Nico Rosberg a year
earlier, when he was beaten

by his then-Mercedes
teammate Hamilton.

Norris will win the title if
he’s on the podium in Abu
Dhabi. Even if Verstappen
wins, the Dutchman needs
Norris to be fourth or lower. If
Piastri wins, he requires Norris
to finish outside the top five.

McLaren rues errors

Norris had the chance to
wrap up the title atlast week’s
Qatar Grand Prix but a
botched strategy call by
McLaren handed Verstappen
the win, boosting his chances
of a fifth straight title to equal
Michael Schumacher’s feat
with Ferrari from 2000-04.

Verstappen’s victory in
Qatar was his 70th overall. His
title chances were suddenly
improved after Norris and

Piastri were disqualified in Las
Vegas. Tense title raceAfter
winning the Dutch GP on Aug.
31 for his seventh victory,
Piastri led by Norris by 34
points and was 104 ahead of
Verstappen, who had won
just two races.

Piastri, who is looking to
become the first Australian
champion in 45 years, hasn’t
won in eight races since his
Zandvoort win.

When Norris won the Brazil
GP sprint race in early
November, he moved 39
ahead of Verstappen with
four races to go.

Verstappen also qualified in
16th for the main race in Sao
Paulo and said he could “
forget about “ winning the title
at that point.
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Jaiswal’s ton powers India to series win over South Africa

TALKS ABOUT SPLIT COACHING
SURPRISING, SAYS GAUTAM GAMBHIR

G UNNIKRISHNAN
M Visakhapatnam

Yashasvi Jaiswal reeled off an
unbeaten maiden ODI
hundred, carrying India to a
nine-wicket victory in the
third and final one-dayer and
a2-1series win against South
Africa on Saturday.

It was always a case of the
margin of victory once Jaiswal
(116 not out, 121 balls) and his
senior opening partner Rohit
Sharma (75, 73 balls) stitched
155 runs in 25.5 overs, and it
turned precisely so as India
finished with 271 for one in
39.5 overs, chasing 271.

Virat Kohli contributed a
classy 65 not out off 45 deliv-
eries. Quinton de Kock made
a refined 106 off 89 balls, his
23rd ton in ODIs, but it
remained a shiny footnote as
Indian batters dictated the
course with authority.

Jaiswal was not comfort-
able initially in his innings but
the assured presence of Rohit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Visakhapatnam

Indian batting mainstay Virat
Kohli on Saturday said he is
“feeling really free” mental-
ly after producing another
match-winning effort to help
India clinch the three-match
ODI series, in which he fin-
ished as the leading run-
scorer with 302 runs.

Kohli scored a rapid 45-
ball 65 not out in the third
ODI after hitting centuries in
the first two games to
extend his tally to a record
53, as India crushed South
Africa by nine wickets to
win the third ODI compre-
hensively.

“Honestly, playing the way
I have in the series is the
most satisfying thing for me.
| feel really free in my mind.
I haven’t played like this in
2-3 years,” Kohli told the
broadcaster after the match.

“lI know when I can bat
like that in the middle, it
helps the team a long way.
Makes me confident, any
situation in the middle, I can
handle that and bring it in
favour of the team,”
he added.

Kohli said self-doubt is
inevitable for a batter, irre-
spective of experience, but
felt it helps in overall
improvement.

“When you play for that
long — 15-16 years — you do

at the other end was a
massive blessing for him.

Rohit guided the under-
study, who was playing only
his fourth ODI, through some
early turbulent phases, and
also did the bulk of the
scoring. The 38-year-old
reached his fifty in 54 balls,
tranquil by his standards but
those patented, magical
swivel pull shots, three of
them sailed for sixes, lent the
innings a touch of aggression.

It enabled Jaiswal to collect
runs unhurriedly, and walked
to fifty in 75 balls. But once he
reached his fifty, the left-
hander grew in confidence
and opened a lot more,
unbuckling some of those
drives and cuts that he care-
fully avoided in the early
phase of his innings.

Rohit, who became the
fourth Indian batter to reach
20000 international runs
during his knock after Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid and
Kohli, looked set for another

hundred. But an ill-timed
sweep off left-arm spinner
Keshav Maharaj cut short his
stay. But that didn’t deter
Jaiswal, who, accompanied
by Kohli, kept India’s
innings moving.

The 23-year-old reached
the coveted three-figure mark
in 111 balls with a single off
pacer Corbin Bosch and
immediately tore his helmet
away to slip into an energetic
celebration —a combination
of sprint, jump, roar and
punch in the air.

Jaiswal and a typically
assertive Kohli added 156
runs for the second wicket as
India calmly went past the
target to whip some frenzy
among a nearly 27000-strong
crowd.

Earlier, a largely disciplined
bowling effort also played its
part in keeping South Africa
to a manageable total, an
effort led by pacer Prasidh

India’s Yashasvi Jaiswal celebrating his century during the third ODI cricket

Krishna (4/66) and Kuldeep match of a series between India and South Africa, at ACA-VDCA Cricket
Yadav (4/41). After Arshdeep  Stadium in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

Feeling really free in mind: Virat after match-winning effort

India’s Virat Kohli playing a shot during the third ODI cricket match of a
series between India and South Africa, at ACA-VDCA Cricket Stadium in

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

PTI

doubt yourself. Especially
as a batter when one
mistake can get you out.
It’s a whole journey of
getting better and getting
better as a person along the

way. It improves you as a
person and it improves tem-
perament as well,” he said.

“I'm just glad that I'm still
able to contribute to the
team. When I play freely, |

know I can hit sixes. There’s
always levels you can always
unlock,” he added.

Adjudged the player of
the series, Kohli, who topped
the batting charts with 302
runs at an average of 151
with two tons and a fifty,
said the hundred at Ranchi
was the most special knock
among the three.

“The first one at Ranchi,
because | hadn’t played a
game since Australia. Just
how your energy is on the
day, Ranchi is very special for
me and I'm very grateful as
to how these three games
have gone,” he said.

India captain KL Rahul
said it was important for
bowlers to get a break from
bowling in wet outfield after
dew factor influenced the
play in first two matches.

“We got tough conditions
in the first two games. So, it
was good to give the
bowlers a break in a wet out-
field. (The surface) was still
a really good wicket, what
we were able to do was
pick up wickets in bunches,”
he said after India bowled
out South Africa for 270.

India’s win was set up by
Prasidh Krishna (4/66) and
Kuldeep Yadav (4/41) in the
first half of the game.

“We were able to squeeze
in the middle. Prasidh picked
up those two or three
wickets in a spell which was

really crucial and then
Kuldeep coming in, picking
two wickets in an over. In
ODI cricket, that’s how you
try and contain teams,”
he said. South Africa captain
Temba Bavuma said his side
“gifted” wickets to India as
they slipped from 168 for
two to 270 all-out.

“We would have wanted
to make it a lot more excit-
ing today. From a batting
point of view, we didn’t
have enough runs. It tends to
get easier under lights.
Probably should have been
smarter as we gifted
wickets,” he said.

“The Indian team showed
their quality - kudos to them.
We could have been a lot
more smarter, if you look the
first two ODIs, we did that.
Probably today, the condi-
tions were different. You
never want to get bowled
out in a 50-over game.”

Bavuma, however, was
happy to see that South
Africa was able to put pres-
sure on the Indian spinners
in the ODI series.

“We have definitely
grown, we speak a lot about
how we want to play,” he
said. “India have quality
spinners and it’s never easy
to put them under pressure.
For large parts of the series
we did that. I think if there
were 10 boxes, we ticked 6
or 7 of them.”

PTI

Singh sent back Ryan
Rickelton early, De Kock (106,
89 balls, 8x4, 6x4) struck his
seventh century against India
and put on 113 runs off 124
balls with skipper Temba
Bavuma (48, 67 balls) as the
visitors moved to a healthy
position.

De Kock was severe on
Prasidh (4/66), who erred on
length continuously in his
first spell (2-0-27-0). The left-
hander biffed the pacer for 6,
6, 4 in his second over to milk
18 runs. The 32-year-old
quickly pounced on anything
that was short, and pacers
Prasidh and Harshit Rana
offered him plenty of feed on
his pet areas.

De Kock moved to fifty in 42
balls, and never let the tempo
down reaching his hundred
in 79 balls.

India found temporary
relief when Ravindra Jadeja
induced a false slash from
Bavuma (48, 67 balls) to get
caught by Kohli at point.

Visakhapatnam: India head
coach Gautam Gambhir on
Saturday came down
heavily on theories doing
the rounds on social media
about split coaching,
terming them “surprising”
and asked those opinion-
makers to stay “in

their domain.”

After India’s recent 0-2 Test
series defeat against South
Africa, some influential
cricketing names, including
an IPL team owner, asked
the BCCI to consider
appointing separate
coaches for red-ball and
white ball formats.

“Look, there were a lot of
talks because the results
didn’t go in our favour (in
Test series). But the most
surprising thing is that not
once did any media or
journalist wrote that our
first Test match (in Kolkata)

was played without the
captain (Shubman Gill), who
didn’t bat in both innings
(because of a neck injury),”
Gambhir said during the
post-match press meet
after India clinched the ODI
series against SA 2-1.
Gambhir said such opinion
makers should refrain from
making remarks that have
no direct connection with
on-field cricketing matters.
“Some people also said
things that have nothing to
do with cricket. An IPL
team owner (Parth Jindal
of Delhi Capitals on X) also
wrote about split coaching.
“So this is surprising. It's
very important for people
to stay in their domain.
Because if we don’t go into
someone’s domain, then
they also don’t have the
right to come into our
domain,” Gambhir added.

Starc torments England with bat
and ball in second Ashes test

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Brishane (Australia)

Mitchell Starc has been men-
acing England with the ball in
this Ashes series. Now he’s
doing damage with the bat,
too. At stumps on Day 3 of the
second test, England was
teetering on 134-6 in its
second innings and still
needed to score 43 runs to
make Australia bat again.
Starc was voted player of
the match for his 10-wicket
haul in Australia’s thumping
eight-wicket win in the series
opener at Perth last month.
Now he’s in line for another
award in the day-night testin
Brisbane. After taking six
wickets in England’s first
innings of 334 on Days 1 and
2, Starc scored an innings-
high 77 as Australia respond-
ed with 511 on Saturday after-
noon and then took two
wickets in the night session.
England’s hopes now rest
on skipper Ben Stokes, who
will resume Sunday on 4.
Starc’s day outThe 35-year-
old Starc made England’s
bowlers toil all afternoon in
sunny, subtropical conditions
at the Gabba as he led
Australia to a 177-run first-
innings lead.
With the lights on and the
pink ball starting to move

Australia’s Mitchell Starc appeals successfully for the wicket of England’s
Joe Root, left, during the second Ashes cricket test match between Australia

and England in Brisbane

AP

around on the third night of
the match, Starc took the
crucial wicket of top-ranked
Joe Root (15) to have England
reeling at 123-5, still 54 runs
in arrears.

He added the wicket of
Jamie Smith in his next over
as England slipped to 128-6.

Scott Boland and Michael
Neser combined to take the
first four wickets for Australia
after Starc, for the first time
in the series, didn’t take a
wicket in the first over of
the innings.

Boland removed Ben
Duckett (15) and Harry Brook
(15) and Neser took two sharp

return catches to dismiss
Ollie Pope (26) and Zak
Crawley (44).

Neser later credited Starc
with being the greatest left-
arm bowler of all time.

“He’s a special player,”
Neser said. “He doesn’t like to
admit it, but he is the GOAT —
the greatest lefty of all time.

“He does it with the ball,
the bat, and to be next to him,
witnessing what he does, is
just amazing.”

Starc and the bowling
attack will be aiming for four
quick wickets Sunday to give
Australia a 2-0 lead in the five-
match series.

West Indies draw with New Zealand in first test

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma felicitated Simu Das, whose outstanding performance helped India
win the Women’s Blind T20 World Cup 2025 and presented her a 310 lakh cheque as a token of support for her

sporting career
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Christchurch

Justin Greaves made an
unbeaten 202 in a 230-run
partnership with Kemar
Roach as the West Indies
won an endurance contest
against a threadbare New
Zealand attack on Saturday to
draw the first test after being
set 531 to win.

The West Indies’ second
innings of 457-6 was the
highest fourth-innings score
since tests have been limited
to five days. At times they
flirted with the highest
winning run chase in history
Saturday until with six
wickets down in the last
session Greaves and Roach

finally put up the shutters.

Greaves batted for almost
9 1-2 hours, first in a 196-run
partnership with Shai Hope,
who made 140 before being
only of only two West Indies
batters dismissed on the final
day. Roach, who finished 58
notout, faced 233 balls to add
a half century to his five-
wicket bag in the New
Zealand second innings.

“Resilient is the word we've
thrown around in the dress-
ing room a lot so for me to to
there at the end of the day
was really important.
Anything for the team at the
end of the day,” Greaves said.

“It’s a special, special day
for me, a special day for the
team. We were pretty much

up againstit.”

At the same time, New
Zealand’s heavily depleted
attack toiled through part of
the fourth day and all of the
final day with only two fit

seamers, both novices, a spin
bowling allrounder and a
part-time spinner. New
Zealand lacked the armory on
a flat pitch to take the six
wickets it needed on the fifth

day to win the match and
take a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series. After injuries to
the attack spearhead Matt
Henry and to medium pace
allrounder Nathan Smith, the
only fit pacers New Zealand
had were Jacob Duffy and Zak
Foulkes, both playing in their
first testat home and only the
second test of their careers.

New Zealand seemed
poised to complete a con-
vincing first-test victory on
the fourth day when, after
setting the West Indies a
mammoth total to win, it
had the tourists 72-4 early in
the second session.

Greaves and Roach gave
only a couple of chances to
the field in all of the final day.

Goa beat Jammu & Kashmir in Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy

JHARKHAND BEAT TN BY 28 RUNS; SAURASHTRA
EKE OUT ONE-RUN WIN OVER KARNATAKA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kolkata

Skipper Suyash Prabhudessai
led from the front with an
unbeaten 28-ball 51 as Goa
handed a seven-wicket
defeat to Jammu and
Kashmir in their Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy’s
Group B clash on Saturday.

Goa were also bolstered
by a fine 44-ball 59 with
eight fours and a six by
Kashyap Bakhale in the chase
as they responded with 167
for three in 19 overs after
keeping Jammu and Kashmir
to 161 for six earlier.

Goa used as many as six
bowling options and it was
Shubham Tari who was the
pick among them, returning
4-0-30-3, while Deepak
Gaonkar and Vikash Singh
claimed one wicket apiece.

At the iconic Eden Gardens
here, J&K batters Yawer
Hasan (48) and skipper
Shubham Khajuria (45) made

key contributions, while
Abdul Samad provided a late
surge with a nine-ball 22
which included two fours
and as many sixes.

J&K pacer Auqib Nabi and
Sunil Kumar bowled identi-
cal spells of 1/31 but could not
avert a defeat for their side.

At the Jadavpur University
Ground, Bihar suffered a
crushing seven-wicket defeat
to Hyderabad who won a
low scoring match with
more than eight overs to

spare. Teenage batting sen-
sation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
fell for a run-a-ball 11 as Bihar
could not find any momen-
tum with the bat. Piyush
Singh scored 34 with the
fours and Bipin Saurabh hit
three late sixes to make 31
not out, as they crawled to
132 for eight. In reply, Tanmay
Agarwal cracked 11 fours and
a six to make 67 not out off
42 balls as Hyderabad
responded with 134 for three
in 12.5 overs.

Ahmedabad: Strong fifties
from Kumar Kushagra and
Virat Singh were
complemented by a
disciplined bowling effort as
Jharkhand defeated Tamil
Nadu by 28 runs in their
Elite Group D match of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
on Saturday. Asked to bat,
Jharkhand made a woeful
start and slipped to 29 for 2
in the fifth over before
Kushagra (84 off 48 balls)
and Virat (72 off 39 balls)
stitched together a 120-run
stand to take the innings
close to the 150 mark in the
15th over. Virat and Anukul
Roy then provided the late
acceleration to propel
Jharkhand to a strong 207
for 3. Kushagra struck five
fours and as many sixes,
while Virat's innings was
laced with 10 boundaries
and two sixes.

In reply, Tamil Nadu

stayed in contention in the
first half of the chase, with
Sai Sudharsan (64 off 42
balls) anchoring the effort
as they reached 124 for 2 in
the 14th over.

However, Sudharsan’s
run-out in the same over
triggered a collapse, and
Tamil Nadu failed to
recover, finishing at 179 for
7. Sushant Mishra (2 for 51)
and Bal Krishna (2 for 29)
picked up two wickets
apiece. Saurashtra edge out
Karnataka by one run

In another match,
Saurashtra registered their
narrowest T20 victory in
terms of runs, edging
Karnataka by one run.

Batting first, Saurashtra
rode on collective
contributions, with
Vishvaraj Jadeja (40) and
Siddhant Rana (42) leading
the way as they posted
178 for 8.

Puducherry stun Bengal by 81 runs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Hyderabad

Spinners Jayant Yadav and
Sidak Singh outshone out-of-
favour India pacer
Mohammed Shami with four
and three wickets respec-
tively as Puducherry stunned
Bengal by 81 runs in a Group
C match of the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy on Saturday.

Electing to field first, Bengal
restricted Puducherry to 177
for 5 with veteran Shami
taking three wickets for 34
runs from his four overs. He
was well supported by off-
spinner Writtick Chatterjee
(2/53) while pacer Akash Deep
went wicketless.

For Puducherry, captain
Aman Khan top-scored with
a strokeful 40-ball 74, studded
with five fours and seven
sixes, while Jashwanth
Shreeram contributed 45.

Chasing 178 for a win,
Bengal were bowled out for
96 in just 13.5 overs, with off-

spinner Jayant taking four
wickets for 28 runs from his
four overs, while left-arm
spinner Sidak returned with
stunning figures of 3 for 9
from his three overs.

Adil Ayub Tunda and Aman
got one wicket each.

For Bengal, Karan Lal top-
scored with 40 off 23 balls
while his opening partner
Abhishek Porel and captain
Abhimanyu Easwaran made
11 and 12 respectively. All
other Bengal batters could
not reach double digit figures.

Abhishek shines again with
a half century

World No 1 T20 batter
Abhishek Sharma shone yet
agains in Punjab’s 73-run
thrashing of Services.

Opening with Prabhsimran
Singh after Punjab were
asked to bat, Abhishek
smashed 62 off 34 balls with
the help of eight fours and
three sixes to guide his side
to 233 for 6 in 20 overs.

Against Puducherry on

Thursday, Abhishek had
smashed a nine-ball-34 and
then taken 3 for 23 with his
left-arm spin in Punjab’s
54-run win.

Prabhsimran made 50 off
28 balls while Naman Dhir
contributed 54 off just 22
deliveries at No 4 as Punjab
made merry in theirinnings.

Punjab bowlers then com-
plemented their batting
colleagues’ top show, shoot-
ing Services out for 160
in 19.4 overs.

Just like in the previous
match, Abhishek took two
wickets for eight runs from
his two overs. Sanvir Singh
and Harpreet Brar also got
two wickets apiece to derail
the Services run chase.

In another Day/Night
match, Haryana won by eight
runs against Baroda who
were without Hardik Pandya.

Opting to field first, Baroda
restricted Haryana to 174 for
7 with Atit Sheth taking two
wickets for 48 runs.
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coLours VIVACITY

Wedding season is back — love is in the
air and every street feels like it’s playing
its own wedding band. It's the moment
when everyone begins searching for the
look, the feeling, the “it dress” that cap-
tures who they are. Brides linger over
fabric swatches, grooms surprise them-
selves by caring about pocket details,
and families hope for outfits that
feel unforgettable. Within
this celebratory mood,
designers are interpreting
weddings in ways that
feel personal rather

than performative.
Taraasa by Frontier
Raas presents
Destination Bridal
2025 — Past, Present,
Foreveras a thought-
ful narrative rooted
in emotion. Creative
Director Gaurang
Batra observes that
today’s bride seeks
connection — she
chooses outfits
that reflect her
voice and values
rather than rules.
The collection
moves from her-
itage ivories and

or at home.

Vrinda softshimmersto modernity
Sachdev and a classic red gracefully.
Gurinder Singh
Qbik: DISCO

DISCORD TWO DESIGNERS DEFINE

DARING, REWRITING
WEDDING STYLE WITH
CONFIDENCE

lehenga. Handwoven and light, it is
created for brides who want their “this
is my moment” outfit to feel effortless
and meaningful, whether the celebra-
tion takes place in a palace, by the sea,

In contrast, Qbik offers a striking-
ly different expression of the season
with Disco Discord. Co-founders
Vrinda Sachdev and Gurinder Singh
design for couples who want their
wedding presence to feel individual.
Satin finds contrast in CNC-cut metal,
crafted into sculptural details across
sarees, blouses, tuxedos, and gilets.
Sachdev sees this balance as a reflec-
tion of modern weddings-emotion-
al yet confident-while Singh high-
lights the quiet strength metal
brings to both menswear and
womenswear. A satin saree with
an underwired, metal-detailed
blouse becomes a favourite for
brides, while sharply tailored
tuxedos with sculptural buttons
stand out for grooms.

Together, these visions
crown a new chapter in
wedding style, where love
reigns, as tradition and
unite

Gaurang
Batra

Frontier Raas:
Taraasa

TEAM VIVA

Your plus-one for
every wedding

Weddings slow us down in unexpected ways.
Between rituals, conversations, and moments of
waiting, your bag ends up sharing more of the day
than you realise — resting on your lap, tucked beside
you, moving from space to space.
The Leather Garden’s Saaya comes from observ-
ing scenes like these. Its design language takes
cues from Indian architecture, where
arches and jharokhasfilter sunlight into
shifting patterns. Those fleeting shadows
became the starting point for the collec-
tion, influencing the shapes, textures,
and fine detailing of each bag.
The process behind Saayawas careful and
hands-on. It started with two colour stories
— lighter tones balanced with deeper
shades — chosen with wedding settings in
mind. Then came material trials,
leather experiments, and dozens of
small embroidery samples, tested,
rejected, and refined. Craft
practices from different
parts of India informed
the surface work in
subtle ways. Conceived
by founder Neeharika, the
collection is made to be
lived with — carried, kept,
and returned to across
many milestones.

Gulzar-e-Shayari: Yaadein aur Guftagu ek saath

The Christmas markets you have to hit!

THE SORBET SOIREE
CHRISTMAS MARKET

A festive mix of shopping,
food, live music,
workshops, art zones, a
kids’ wonderland and a
pet-friendly area. Over 80
stalls and thousands
expected.

Where: Sunder Nursery,
Nizamuddin

When: 19-20 December
Time: 10am-9pm

Entry: Free (Nursery entry
%50 adults / %25 kids)

CHRISTMAS EARTH
MELA 2025

Delhi’s sustainable festive
carnival with 120+
mindful Indian brands,
global food, live music, a
bar, kids' zone, fun
corners, massages, and
quirky experiences.
Where: Italian Embassy
When: 13-14 December

Time: From 11am onwards
(last entry 7pm)

Entry: 3200 onwards
(book online)

GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKET 2025

A two-day Indo-German festive fair featuring
German food, curated gifts, crafts, live music, and
family-friendly activities.

Where: PSOI Lawns, Vinay Marg, Chanakyapuri
When: 13-14 December 2025

Time: 11am-8pm

Entry: 3600 (Free for children under 12)

SAKSHI PRIYA

“Lafzon ne chiraag jalaye,
shaam ne tehzeeb ka libaas
pehna, Yamuna ke kinaare,
shehar thoda ruk kar khud ko
sunne laga.”

Baansera Park set the tone
for the opening day of Jashn-e-
Rekhta’s tenth edition, where
Urdu quietly held the evening
together. Along the riverfront,
people moved between stages,
book stalls and small baithaks,
guided by guftagu, kalaam and
likhi hui zubaan. In one corner,
a purani nazm found its way

back into memory; in another,
a khamosh giraatcontinued in
its own quiet way. Urdu
felt familiar in the space,
already known.

The lamp-lighting ceremony
marked a decade of the festi-
val, shaped by founder Sanjiv
Saraf’s sustained vision. It
served as a reminder that
Jashn-e-Rekhta has grown into
a space where Urdu continues
to find new listeners while
staying rooted in tradition.

At Mehfil-Khana, the evening
found one of its strongest
anchors. Mehakti Khushbu ka

PHOTO: PANKAJ KUMAR

Safar: Gulzar ke Saath brought
the audience together for
careful listening. Framed as a
conversation, it allowed Divya
Dutta to engage Gulzar with
restraint and sensitivity,
drawing him into thoughts on
memory, writing and the inner
life of words. Listening to
Gulzar was a reminder of why
his voice continues to matter
year after year. His reflections
carried precision and honesty,
shaped by lived experience
and close observation. When
he spoke about writing, it
stayed measured and ground-
ed, returning often to the ordi-
nary-silences at home, passing
expressions, moments that
stay longer than expected.
Divya Dutta guided the
exchange with care, allowing
his words to find their place
with the audience.

Later, the same space shifted
mood with Rang-e-Mausiqi, as
Sukhwinder Singh took the
stage. His voice filled the
grounds with familiarity and
force, drawing people closer
through lyric and sound,
closing the evening with a
balance of poetry and music.

Beyond the stages, food,

FOR SUGGESTIONS, FEEDBACK OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE WRITE TO US AT FEATURES@DAILYPIONEER.COM

RANG-E-MAUSIQI

Sukhwinder Singh’s
performance filled the
evening with power
and familiarity,
turning poetry into
song and drawing the
audience together
through voice, energy
and shared feeling.

books and calligraphy con-
verged, as audiences moved
between taste, text and
thought, shaping an evening
where culture was absorbed as
much as it was performed.
With the final day of Jashn-
e-Rekhta now underway, one
question remains: how often
does a city listen so closely to
Urdu — its kahaniyaan, its
shayari, its khamoshiyan and
carry those notes back into
everyday life? Perhaps the true
measure of the festival lies
not on the stage, but in the
words people carry home.
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Indo-Russia: Cementing strategic ties

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s state visit to India
on December 4-5 for the
23rd India-Russia Annual
Summit marked a signifi-
cant diplomatic moment,
demonstrating the
resilience of one of the
world’s most enduring

icant leap from the
current $68.7 billion,
though much of the
recent growth stems
from India’s purchas-
es of discounted
Russian oil, a factor
now under American
scrutiny. The joint

strategic partnerships. The
visit, Putin’s first to India
since the Ukraine conflict
began in 2022, was laden
with symbolism, from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s personal reception at
the airport to the ceremonial guard of
honour at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The optics were deliberate and
unmistakable. At a time when Western
nations have sought to isolate Russia
diplomatically, India’s warm embrace
sent a clear message about the inde-
pendent trajectory of its foreign policy.
The traditional Modi hug at the airport,
extended only to very select visiting dig-
nitaries, underscored the personal
rapport between the two leaders and
India’s commitment to its time-tested
partnership with Moscow.

Beyond Ceremony: Practical
Priorities
While the pomp and pageantry cap-
tured headlines, the substance of the
visit revealed a relationship recalibrat-
ing itself for contemporary challenges.
Trade and economic cooperation
emerged as the central theme, reflect-
ing both nations’ pressing economic
needs. Russia, reeling under Western
sanctions, and India, facing 50 per
cent tariffs from Washington, see in
each other vital alternative markets.
The leaders endorsed the Programme
for the Development of Strategic Areas
of India-Russia Economic Cooperation
till 2030, setting an ambitious bilater-
al trade target of $100 billion by the
decade’s end. This represents a signif-

Ambassador

VIKAS SWARUP

statement empha-
sised developing
bilateral settlement
systems using
national currencies, a strategic move to
insulate trade from dollar-dependent
mechanisms. Both nations agreed to
enhance interoperability of national
payment systems and explore central
bank digital currency platforms. This
financial architecture aims to ensure
“uninterrupted maintenance of bilater-
al trade” despite external pressures.

The Energy Equation

The elephant in the room was oil.
India’s purchase of Russian crude has
surged since 2022, providing crucial
revenue to Moscow’s sanctions-hit
economy while offering Delhi energy
security at competitive prices. Putin
emphasised Russia’s readiness to
ensure “uninterrupted oil supplies” to
India, but conspicuously, no specific
agreements were announced.

This silence is telling. India faces
mounting pressure from the Trump
administration to curtail Russian oil
imports, while its energy security imper-
atives pull in the opposite direction. The
absence of concrete commitments sug-
gests Delhi is keeping its options open,
attempting the delicate balancing act of
maintaining strategic autonomy while
managing great power pressures.

Defence: The Unspoken

Dimension
Equally notable was what wasn’t
announced. Despite speculation about

major defence acquisitions-including
the advanced Su-57 fifth-generation
fighter aircraft and additional S-400 air
defence systems-no blockbuster
defence deal materialised.

This reflects India’s careful calibration
between its defence relationship with
Russia, which supplies approximately
60 percent of its military equipment,
and its growing strategic ties with the
United States.

The joint statement emphasised
reorienting military-technical cooper-
ation toward “joint research and devel-
opment, co-development and co-pro-
duction” under the Make-in-India initia-
tive. Both nations agreed to encourage
joint manufacturing of spare parts and
components for Russian-origin equip-
ment, with potential exports to friend-
ly third countries.

However, Russia’s capacity to deliver
on existing orders remains question-
able, with its defence industrial base
stretched by the Ukraine conflict.
The delayed delivery of remaining
S-400 units serves as a reminder of
these constraints.

Expanding Horizons

Beyond traditional pillars, the
visit yielded progress in
emerging areas. Both nations
are committed to regular
consultations on Arctic-
related issues and coop-
eration on the Northern
Sea Route, with India
training seafarers for
polar water opera-
tions. The opening
of Indian con-
sulates in
Yekaterinburg
and Kazan
signals intent
to deepen regional
connections beyond tra-
ditional centres.

CONTINUED ON >> PlI

It is better to be
violent, if there is
violence in our hearts,
than to put on the
cloak of nonviolence
to cover impotence.
- Mahatma Gandhi

New Delhi's red-carpet
welcome to the Russian
President, despite
pressure from Western
powers, shows that the
two countries assert
their autonomy and
commitment to
independent foreign-
policy choices

The most reliable partnership in the world

As an Indian-born
Russian citizen who has
made Russia his home
for decades and now
serves as a two-time
elected legislator in the
Kursk State under
President Vladimir
Putin’s United Russia

view the world only
through structural or
strategic frameworks.
But anyone who has
witnessed these
leaders together
knows that personal
warmth and trust can
accelerate coopera-

Party, I occupy a rare
vantage point. I am
rooted in Indian her-
itage yet deeply com-
mitted to the Russian
state and people. This dual identity
allows me to see the India-Russia part-
nership not only through the lens of
geopolitics and diplomacy but also
through civilisational continuity, cultur-

al warmth, and human connection.
President Putin’s visit to India is a
vivid reminder that the relationship
between our two nations does not
depend on fluctuating global winds. It
isgrounded in trust accumulated over
decades and reinforced by genuine
goodwill between the leaders guiding

both countries today.
Despite global turbulence,
shifting alliances, and emerg-
ing rivalries, the deep mutual
respect between India and
Russia remains one of the
least disrupted relation-
ships in modern interna-
tional affairs.

One of the most
compelling aspects
of our bilateral rela-
tionship today is
the personal
chemistry
between
President
Vladimir
Putin and
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Personal diplomacy is
often underestimated by those who

ABHAY KUMAR SINGH

Legislator, Kursk State, United
Russia Party, Russia

tion in ways that
formal channels alone
cannot.

| recall the recent
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit in China, where
both leaders travelled in the same car
— an unusual gesture in diplomatic
practice. Before that, Prime Minister
Modi broke strict protocol by person-
ally receiving President Putin at the
airport, accompanying him to the red
carpet. These are not mere symbolic
acts. They reflect instinctive comfort and
mutual respect cultivated over years.
Their relationship predates their rise to
the highest offices and is built on
familiarity, clear communication, and
confidence in each other’s intentions.
Such gestures cannot be choreo-
graphed or fabricated.

They demonstrate genuine rapport
between two leaders who understand
their historical responsibility. This
personal trust has tangible policy
consequences: negotiations move
faster, uncertainties shrink, and long-
term projects gain continuity. In
a time of global uncertainty, such a
relationship is not just beneficial — it
is essential.

A crucial aspect of our cooperation is
defence. One example is the Su-57
fighter jet, which offers India a strate-
gic advantage. The Su-57 is not only
technologically advanced but also far
more cost-effective than Western alter-
natives such as the French Rafale. For
the price of one Rafale, India can
acquire two Su-57s, significantly
strengthening its defence capabilities.

Moreover, the deal with Russia includes
licenses for ‘local manufacturing, oper-
ation, and production in India’, support-
ing domestic defence production and
self-reliance. Such agreements highlight
how the India-Russia partnership goes
beyond diplomacy into tangible nation-
al security benefits.

What makes the India-Russia rela-
tionship exceptional is that it is not
dependent on any single pair of leaders.
Our shared history stretches back
nearly eight decades in its modern form,
and even further in cultural and civili-
sational terms. India and Russia have
never been adversaries—never fought
a war, never clashed over territory or
ideology, never confronted each other
even indirectly. This absence of conflict
is rare in international affairs. Many
nations today struggle with difficult
pasts: colonial legacies, border dis-
putes, ideological confrontations. India
and Russia, however, have maintained
goodwill consistently, across genera-
tions and governments.

This friendship is enriched by histor-
ical stories that may be lesser-known
but are deeply telling. During the Soviet
period, one of the world’s most closed
political environments — Stalin’s daugh-
ter, Svetlana, was allowed to travel to
India and live there. Such permission
was nearly impossible to obtain at
the time. Her visit was not just a person-
al journey; it symbolised the trust
and respect the USSR extended
toward India. CONTINUED ON >> PII




The Pioneer

AGEN

DA

“A PEOPLE WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE
OF THEIR PAST HISTORY, ORIGIN
AND CULTURE IS LIKE A TREE
WITHOUT ROOTS”

— MARCUS GARVEY
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Global signific

The Bhagavad Gita was inscribed on
UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Register in April this year. This
recognition highlights its global
significance. The Gita has been
translated into all major languages
of the world. The largest number of
commentaries in various languages
across the world have been written

1944, described it as a great
work. The list of the world’s
scholars who have studied
the Gita is very long.

In India, in the ninth

on the Gita itself.

The British scholar Charles
Wilkins translated the Gita into
English in 1785 as Bhagvat Geeta, or
Dialogues of Krishna and Arjun. In
1787, A] Parraud translated the Gita
into French. In 1823, August Schlegel
translated the Gita into German,
and the German poet Friedrich Schlegel wrote
a commentary on it. The distinguished British
poet and journalist Edwin Arnold published a
poetic English translation of the Gita in 1885, titled
The Song Celestial: A Poetic Version of the
Bhagavad Gita.

The American writer and philosopher RW
Emerson wrote a famous poem centred on the
Gita, called Brahma, in the nineteenth century.
In the same century, the American poet and
philosopher Henry David Thoreau, while com-
menting on the Gita, wrote that, compared to
the Gita, world literature stands at a lower level.
The American scholar Thomas | Hopkins, in his
commentary on the Gita, praised its greatness.
The English writer and philosopher Aldous
Huxley, while writing the preface to Bhagavad
Gita: The Song of God, translated by Swami
Prabhavananda and Christopher Isherwood in

CHAUBEY
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Indo-Russia: Cementing
strategic ties

In a move to boost cultural and economic
exchanges, Modi announced that India will
launch a free 30-day e-tourist visa and a 30-day
group tourist visa for Russian citizens.

In civil nuclear cooperation, both sides wel-
comed progress on the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant, with fuel shipments arriving for
Unit 3. They agreed to accelerate discussions
on Russian-designed reactors and localisation
of nuclear equipment manufacturing, aligned
with India’s goal of 100 GW nuclear capacity
by 2047.

Critical minerals emerged as a new frontier,
with both nations expressing interest in coop-
eration on exploration, processing and recycling
technologies, crucial for advanced manufactur-
ing and emerging technologies.

Multilateral Convergence

The leaders emphasised strengthening cooper-
ation within BRICS, SCO and G20, with Russia
pledging full support for India’s upcoming
BRICS Chairship in 2026. They advocated for UN
Security Council reform, with Russia reiterating
support for India’s permanent membership in
an expanded council.

On counter-terrorism, both nations con-
demned terrorist attacks in their territories and

KRIPASHANKAR

Professor at Mahatma Gandhi

Vishwavidyalaya,

century, Shankaracharya
(788-820), while writing a
commentary on the Gita,
derived the principle of
renunciation (sannyasa) from
it. In the eleventh century,
Ramanujacharya drew the
element of devotion (bhakti)
from the Gita and explained that knowledge is
attained through devotion. In the thirteenth
century, Saint Gyaneshwar composed the
Gyaneshwari. In the sixteenth century, Eknath,
and in the seventeenth century, Ramdas wrote
commentaries on the Gita.

In the modern era, Rishi Arvind Ghosh present-
ed his commentary by writing the book Essays
on the Gita. The book The Bhagavad Gita as
Viewed by Swami Vivekananda reveals how
deeply Vivekananda was influenced by the
Gita. The great Tamil poet and journalist
Subramanya Bharati published a Tamil transla-
tion of the Gita. India’s former President
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan translated the
Bhagavad Gita into English and wrote a commen-
tary on it, stating that it is less a philosophical
treatise and more a religious scripture. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, through his book Gita Rahasya,

indi
Wardha

called for concerted action against UN-listed
terrorist groups, emphasising the need to
combat terrorism “without hidden agendas
and double standards.”

Notably absent from the joint statement was
any direct reference to the Ukraine conflict,
though the leaders emphasised their commit-
ment to “global peace and stability in a multi-
polarworld” and stressed that their relationship
should be “ensured upon the basis of equal and
indivisible security.” This carefully calibrated lan-
guage reflects India’s consistent position of
calling for dialogue and diplomacy while refus-
ing to condemn Russia explicitly.

The Geopolitical Tightrope

Putin’s visitilluminated India’s evolving foreign
policy doctrine. Delhi is no longer boxed in by
old Cold War binaries and is instead practising
a confident, multi-aligned approach rooted in
strategic autonomy. The message was clear: India
engages Moscow on terms shaped by its own
interests, not by external criticism.

As Prime Minister Modi noted, addressing tariff
and non-tariff barriers, ensuring smooth payment
mechanisms, and regular business interaction
are key to achieving the revised trade target.
Whether India can simultaneously maintain its
Russian partnership while securing trade deals
with Washington remains the defining question.

The “informal dinner” between Modi and Putin,

aince
of the

extracted the principle of Karma Yoga from the
Gita. He wrote this book to provide a spiritual
foundation for the Indian freedom struggle.
Mahatma Gandhi wrote the book Gita Ki Mahima
and called the Gita his mother. Vinoba Bhave
translated every stanza of the Gita from Sanskrit
into Marathi, in equal measure, as per the wish
of his mother, Rukmini Devi. This work was
named Gitai by Vinoba, which means Mother
Gita. Kamalnayan Bajaj envisioned the construc-
tion of a memorial on Gitai. Thus, the concep-
tualisation of Gitai Mandir was the result of
Kamalnayaniji’s thinking.

The Bhoomipujan of this temple was per-
formed by Vinobaji on November 4, 1964. It is
worth mentioning that the occasion was graced
by the presence of all three Bhave brothers,
namely Vinobaji, Balkobaji and Shivaji. On
November 4, 1969, the foundation stone of Gitai
Mandir was laid by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
(Badshah Khan). Gitai Mandir was constructed
on land covering 0.92 acres in Wardha,
Maharashtra. Marathi shlokas of the Gitai,
written by Vinobaji, were engraved on the rock
slabs of this temple. This is the first project in
India in which a complete Marathi scripture, Gitai,
is engraved on rock slabs.

For inscribing 700 shlokas of 18 chapters of
Gitai, 18 types of rock slabs were used. These rock
slabs were brought from all four corners of the
country, namely Chunar (Eastern Uttar Pradesh),
Kolhapur (Maharashtra), Karoli (Madhya Pradesh),
Bundi (Rajasthan) and Kuppam (Andhra Pradesh).
Granite slabs were also brought from several
places in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and other areas.
The parallel walkway was constructed using
stones from Wardha, Tadoba and Saoner. Thus,
the stones used in the construction of the Gitai
Mandir firmly represent the unity of the nation.

The selection of rock slabs was based on the
advice of specialists and proven experiments.
They are least affected by possible weathering
action, ensuring their durability in the future.
While fixing the shape of the rocks, due consid-
eration was given to the effects of rain, wind and
sun. Eachrock slabis 9 feet high, 2 feet wide and
1foot thick, embedded 2 feet below ground level
in concrete. The rocks have been kept natural-
ly rough, symbolising the simplicity of the
Sarvodaya programme and presenting a rural

FROM AGENDA COVER

described by Russian officials as addressing “the
most urgent, most sensitive and most important
issues,” likely involved frank discussions on these
very dilemmas.

The 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit reaf-
firmed a partnership anchored in mutual respect
and converging interests, even as both nations
navigate an increasingly complex global land-
scape. The relationship’s resilience lies not in
ignoring differences but in pragmatically man-
aging them while advancing shared objectives.

Vikas Swarup is a retired Indian Foreign Service officer, he was
the High Commissioner of India to Canada and the official
spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs

The most reliable
partnership in the world

Even earlier, philosophical exchanges between
Mahatma Gandhi and Leo Tolstoy created intel-
lectual bridges linking two great moral traditions.
Russian painter Nicholas Roerich, who lived in
the Himalayas, left a vast artistic legacy that con-
tinues to connect our nations. These examples
show that India-Russia ties are rooted as much
in civilisational exchange as in statecraft.

In the present day, one of the most significant
people-to-people bridges between our nations
is education. Nearly one lakh Indian students
study in Russian universities, especially in med-

Gita

appearance.

One Gitaishloka is inscribed on each rock slab.
These inscriptions are placed between 5 and 6
feet from the ground level, making them suitable
for reading without obstructing movement.
The size of the letters is large enough to be read
easily from a distance of 8-10 feet. Care has been
taken to maintain uniformity in the shape and
size of all letters.

The temple encircled by these rock slabs has
no traditional roof, floor or walls. There is a gap
of 3 inches between consecutive rock slabs,
allowing air and light to flow naturally. The
shadows of the rock slabs change with the move-
ment of the sun’s rays. In this way, the five ele-
ments-sky, sun, air, water and earth — are present
in the temple, symbolising humanity’s natural
connection with them. The rock slabs stand in
a continuous row without interruption.

To enter the temple, steps are arranged in a
tunnel-like form. Once inside, a visitor may move
towards the left along a circular path to complete
the circumambulation while reading the Gitai
shlokas engraved on the slabs. Built of exposed
concrete, the main entrance of the Mandir is
unique in shape and size and is also a remark-

icine, engineering, and technical fields. This trend
spans three generations. Families trust Russian
education because graduates return well-
trained, well-prepared, and often capable of
clearing Indian qualifying examinations with con-
fidence. As Russian policymakers, we are com-
mitted to making this experience even more sup-
portive. Indian students enrich Russian cities cul-
turally, while the knowledge they acquire
strengthens India’s workforce.

Cultural diplomacy is another powerful pillar
of this relationship, with Bollywood playing a key
role. Indian cinema once enjoyed immense pop-
ularity in Russia. Raj Kapoor’s films, in particular,
created a wave of affection that still resonates
among older generations. The songs, storytelling,
and emotion deeply connected with Russian audi-
ences. Later, Amitabh Bachchan and Mithun
Chakraborty carried this legacy forward.

In recent decades, however, Bollywood has
shifted its focus elsewhere, and younger Russian
audiences have gravitated toward Hollywood.
But this need not be permanent. Russia remains
visually stunning, with its snowfall, white nights,
and the unmatched beauty of Saint Petersburg.
These cinematic treasures are waiting to be redis-
covered. With the Russian government active-
ly promoting cultural engagement with India, the
moment is ripe for Bollywood’s return. Such col-
laboration would strengthen cultural under-
standing and revive the emotional connection

able example of architecture (Vastukala). At the
entrance stands a pillar in the shape of a
Swastik, bearing Vinobaji’s words engraved in
his own handwriting, expressing his emotion-
al bond with Gitai. It reads:

“Gitai is my mother; I am her child. Whenever
I fall down and cry, she lifts me up in her lap.”

Vinobaji’s messages to the world-Truth, Love
and Compassion-are also engraved on the
same pillar, along with the essence of the Gita
in one word, Samyayog. The Gitai Mandir is not
a traditional place of worship but a space for con-
templation and meditation. The atmosphere of
the temple is peaceful.

The Gitai Mandir reminds us of the wisdom of
the Gita for living a meaningful and righteous life.
The 700 shlokas of the 18 chapters of Gitai,
inscribed on 18 types of rock slabs, offer philo-
sophical, spiritual and practical guidance for nav-
igating life’s challenges and attaining spiritual
liberation. The Gitai Mandir emphasises the
importance of performing one’s duty (dharma),
acting selflessly, and remaining calm in both
success and failure.

that once defined our soft diplomacy.

At the strategic level, India and Russia contin-
ue to cooperate in defence, energy, nuclear tech-
nology, trade, and increasingly in sectors such
as digital technology, pharmaceuticals, and
manufacturing. What sets this partnership apart
is its consistency. It does not fluctuate with elec-
tions, leadership changes, or international pres-
sure. It evolves steadily because it is underpinned
by mutual respect. As the global order becomes
more complex, the India-Russia partnership is
poised to play a stabilising role. Both countries
have the capacity — and, more importantly, the
desire — to build a world where cooperation out-
weighs confrontation.

As someone who carries both Indian heritage
and Russian citizenship with pride, I believe
deeply in the potential of this partnership. It is
not just strategic or economic. It is emotional,
historical, and human. It is a bond between civil-
isations, strengthened by people and guided by
leaders who understand its importance.

The future of India-Russia relations, in my view,
is bright — not because of treaties or agreements
alone, but because of the trust that lives in the
hearts of our peoples. That trust is our greatest
asset — and the world would do well to pay atten-
tion to it.

Abhay Kumar Singh is Indian-born Russian Citizen and Two-
time Legislator, Kursk State, United Russia Party (Putin Party)
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Manipur: Timeess beauty and a cuisnerooted in nature

ANIL
RAJPUT

Manipur, one of the Seven Sister States of

North-East India, is often called The Jeweled

Land. The name derives from the Sanskrit word

mani (jewel) and pur (land or city) because of
the region’s natural beauty, culture and dance
traditions. Its landscape is marked by serene
valleys and gentle hills and surrounded by
majestic mountain ranges that encompass it. The
state shares a long boundary with Myanmar and
shares borders with Nagaland, Mizoram and
Assam facilitating an active interaction in the
eastern Himalayas. Imphal, the capital of
Manipur is located in a valley at an elevation of
nearly 2,600 feet above sea level, which influ-
ences its agreeable weather throughout the year.
The Loktak Lake, located in the Bishnupur dis-
trict, has the distinction of being the largest fresh-
water lake in the north-east, and is famous for
its floating biomass known as phumdis, besides
being the world’s only floating national park. This
geography of rich water bodies, cool hills and
plentiful vegetation, shaped the habitation pat-
terns and agricultural practices of Manipur’s
people, defining not only their identity but their
cuisine, rituals and relationship with nature.

Human settlement in Manipur began in the
fertile Imphal Valley, where early clans and proto-
Meitei groups set up small farming communities
along the rivers. Over time, these villages grew
into organized chiefdoms and eventually formed
the base of the Meitei kingdom that took shape
in the first century CE. As the valley communi-
ties developed, Tibeto-Burman groups migrat-
ed into both the Imphal Valley and the surround-
ing hills. Each brought its own language and
rituals, adding to the region’s growing mix of cul-
tures. Kangla Fort, on the banks of the Imphal
River, became the seat of the Meitei kings and
served for centuries as the center of political
authority, ritual life, and administration. It
played a key role in holding the various clans
together. Meanwhile, hill communities such as
the Tangkhul, Mao, Maram, Thadou, Hmar,
Paite, Zou, Kuki, and others kept their distinct
identities while staying closely connected to the
valley. Trade in salt, forest products, woven tex-
tiles, bamboo goods, and dried meats helped
maintain these ties and supported a long history
of interaction and mutual dependence.

The Anglo-Manipur conflict of 1891 marked a
turning point, bringing the region under British
influence and new administrative systems
besides exposure to the world outside its hills
and valleys. Yet the cultural depth of the
Manipuri people remained resilient despite the
changes and its deeply rooted traditions
endured. Manipur’s strategic location also pro-
vided an ideal gateway for trade and cultural
exchanges with Southeast Asia and they enriched
each other with their trade, culture and cuisines.
This region continues to be an important
element in India’s Look East policy that seeks
closer and mutually beneficial ties with the rest
of East Asia.

Religion in Manipur revolved, like in neighbor-
ing states, around animism (forces of nature),
ancestor reverence and local cosmologies. Early
Meitei spiritual life was centred on Sanamahi
worship that was believed to ensure protection,
prosperity and the well-being of the family.
Leimarel Sidabi, considered the Mother Earth
figure, and other deities representing forests,

lakes and

skies formed a spiritu-

al constellation that guided moral

conduct, agricultural cycles and community life.
Lai Haraoba, an ancient and popular Meitei fes-
tival honours the Umang Lai, the ancestral
forest deities of Manipur, through rituals, songs,
and dance sequences performed by priest-
esses. It brings together different clans in
worship and serves as one of the oldest unify-
ing traditions of Meitei civilization.

The spread of Vaishnavism in the eighteenth
century during the reign of King Pamheiba (Garib
Niwaz) introduced another set of transformations
in the valley. Hymns, devotional poetry and the
Ras Leela dance form gave Manipur’s society the
depth of the bhakti tradition that blended
seamlessly with earlier beliefs. The emergence
of this new devotional identity did not erase the
earlier beliefs but created a harmony of philoso-
phies where rituals for ancestors, forest spirits
and Vaishnava beliefs coexist even today.

Cuisine in Manipur, one of the most intricate
food cultures of the region, is mostly inspired by
its geography and reflects its religious and social
traditions. Much like the varied tribal cuisines of
the north-east, Manipuri cuisine cannot be gen-
eralized because it is created on a foundation
of ecological diversity, traditional methods of
cooking and nuances of subtle flavours. An abun-
dance of local produce provides diverse ingre-
dients that are native to the region’s ecology.
Fresh herbs, seasonal greens, fermented ingre-
dients, and fresh water fish form the basis of
everyday meals, while techniques such as
steaming, slow-cooking, and light seasoning
bring out natural flavours rather than being over-
powering. Manipuri food reflects a long tradition
of using what the land and waters provide and
is prepared in ways that preserve both nutrition
and taste.

The cuisine of Manipur’s valley regions is char-
acterised by fresh, seasonal ingredients especial-
ly herbs, greens, and river fish and prepared with

minimal oil to pre-
serve natural flavours.
Light fermentation, gentle
spicing, and simple
cooking methods like
boiling and steaming give
the food an earthy taste and
ensures nutritional value. Ngari,
fermented fresh water fish that is
sun-dried, forms the base of many local
dishes and is known for its strong aroma and
deep flavour. It is a key ingredient in popular
dishes such as iromba and kangsoi and various
chutneys, adding a punch to everyday meals.
Iromba is made by combining boiled vegetables
with mashed ngari and hara mirch (green chilli)
with vegetables such as yongchak, seasonal
beans, colocasia stems, and lai, a leafy green, that
are stirred together into a delicious dish to be
eaten with steamed rice. Iromba varies from one
household to another, with some preferring it
milder and others enhancing its sharpness
with additional chillies. Another celebrated
valley dish is singju, a spicy and crunchy salad
of shredded vegetables, lotus stems, cabbage and
herbs mixed with ngari. The use of roasted til
(sesame) and a hint of lemon lends the salad its
nutritious and nutty character.

Asignature preparation of the Meitei culinary
repertoire is chak hao, the famed black rice of
Manipur, cooked during festivals and special
occasions. It is often transformed into a sweet
pudding with doodh (milk) and a touch of gur
(jaggery), creating arich and irresistible dessert.
Another preferred dish is kangsoi, a boiled veg-
etable stew flavoured with adrak (ginger), hara
mirch and a few herbs, cooked gently until the
vegetables release their natural juices. This
dish is an almost daily fare across the valley
because of its lightness and nourishment, espe-
cially when the seasons are changing since it
has properties that enhance immunity. Paaknam,

a savoury cake made of besan

(gram flour), herbs, vegetables

and sometimes fish, and

wrapped in banana leaves and

steamed, creates a fragrant dish

served during festive periods.

To top it all, Morok metpa, a fiery

chutney made from roasted mirch

(chilli), onions and herbs, along with

ngari accompanies nearly every meal and

reflects the local preference for heat balanced
with freshness.

The valley also has a unique relationship with
freshwater fish. Loktak Lake provides a wide
variety that feature in dishes such as nga
thongba, a fish stew prepared with adrak,
pyaaz (onion), tomatoes, potatoes and herbs sim-
mered slowly until the fish becomes tender. Nga
atoiba, a fresh water fish stew, cooked with
ingredients such as colocasia stems (paangkhok),
yong-chak, mustard leaves, chilli, turmeric, and
sometimes herbs like maroi. Unlike spicier
dishes, nga atoiba keeps the seasoning minimal
to let the natural flavour of the fish stand out.
The harmony between the natural sweetness of
vegetables and the depth of ngari forms the heart
of daily meals, creating a palette that is distinct,
refined and deeply rooted in the land.

In the hill districts to the north, east, west, and
south, tribal communities like the Tangkhul, Mao,
Paite, Kuki, and Thadou have their own unique
cuisines. These cuisines rely on forest produce,
smoked meats, and traditional preservation
methods. In the northern hills where the
Tangkhuls live, the food is richer and often
includes smoked or dried meats. Smoking
happens carefully at home, allowing the meat
to take in the aroma of firewood. This process
creates flavors that fit well with the cool
monsoon season. One beloved dish is hentak,
made from a blend of sun-dried fish powder and
a paste of edible Alocasia petioles, shaped into
small balls and left to ferment. Hentak has a
mildly pungent smell and is rich in protein. It is
often used to add flavor to everyday meals, espe-
cially in stews, vegetable dishes, and chutneys.
In the valley region, it is a household essential,
valued for its long shelf life and the deep flavor
it brings to home-style Manipuri cooking.

In the western hills, where the Mao Nagas live,
the cuisine emphasises ginger, yam, fermented
bamboo shoots and leafy vegetables. Smoked
pork cooked with bastenga, fermented bamboo
shoot, is a common delicacy symbolic of their
reliance on preservation methods perfected over
generations. The dish combines pork, bamboo
shoot, mirch and adrak, simmered long enough
to merge flavours yet still preserve the natural
textures. Another traditional western hill dish is
anishi made from fermented taro leaves cooked
with pork. The slow cooking brings out an inten-

sity that pairs well with steamed rice and sea-
sonal vegetables.

In the southern hills inhabited by Kuki and
Paite groups, cuisine shifts toward heartier
stews, dried meats and dishes cooked with a
greater amount of pyaaz and tomatoes. Pork and
chicken are central to many dishes, where

meat is stewed with bamboo shoots, lai and sea-
sonal herbs collected from nearby forests. One
popular preparation is sai bhaji, where pork
is simmered with beans, vegetables and
adrak until it becomes tender and richly
flavoured and is eaten during family gatherings
or community feasts. The southern tribes also
prepare dried fish broths that combine dried river
fish with mirch and herbs to create warming
meals suited to the cooler hill climate.

In the eastern districts bordering Myanmar,
cross cultural influences emerge more
prominently. Here, communities prepare rice
noodles used in broth-based dishes enriched
with vegetables, herbs and sometimes fish. The
technique of boiling, steaming and using
minimal spices reflects a shared culinary heritage
shaped by both Manipuri and Southeast Asian
practices. Seasonal greens feature in broths that
are mild but nourishing, providing comfort
during rainy months. Bamboo shoot curries,
steamed fish seasoned with adrak and hara
mirch, and boiled yam preparations are wide-
spread across the eastern settlements, reinforc-
ing a shared culinary identity that is both local
and trans-regional.

As can be seen from the above recipes, fermen-
tation holds deep significance in Manipuri gas-
tronomy across both valley and hills. Ngari in the
valley and hentak or bastenga in the hills reflect
a deep understanding of natural preservation
techniques. Rice also plays an essential role, not
only as a staple but a cultural symbol. The valley’s
sticky rice, known as chak-hao (black aromatic
rice) and other varieties in white, are staple in
daily diets. Local beverages made through
natural fermentation are also popular during
rituals, reflecting the continuity of age-old prac-
tices linked to changing seasons.

Manipuri cuisine is being kept alive in contem-
porary times by the increasing numbers of cafes
and restaurants that reinterpret traditional
dishes while taking care to preserve their basic
flavors. Indeed, this trend is welcome and calls
for applause. Chefs are presenting classics like
iromba, singju, chak-hao kheer, and ngari-
based stews by reinventing them in lighter tex-
tures to suit the taste of modern times. Every care
is undertaken to get farm-to-table sourcing that
appeals to the health-conscious young.
Ingredients hitherto confined to home kitchens-
like hawaijar, wild herbs, black rice, and season-
al greens-now feature in curated menus and
fusion dishes. Community-led food festivals
and local entrepreneurs ensure authentic
cooking ingredients and methods using family
recipes remain central, allowing Manipuri food
to evolve without losing its original character.

It is my belief that we have an obligation to
protect these culinary traditions and keep them
alive for future generations.The flavours of
Manipur are not simply recipes but an expres-
sion of a people’s tradition shaped by their land,
their beliefs and their ancestral wisdom. They
are the collective repository of the knowledge
of generations who worked with forests, rivers,
hills and fields, understanding nature and its
importance for nourishment. Preserving this her-
itage is therefore an act of cultural responsibil-
ity that we must assume for ourselves. By
valuing these traditions today, we affirm that the
cuisine of Manipur will continue to nourish, teach
and inspire the generations to come.

(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)

Naples comes calling with its Sourdough legacy

TEAM AGENDA

The aroma of rested sourdough and
blistered tomatoes has finally found its
way to Delhi. For a city that takes its
food seriously, the arrival of SiNonna'’s
feels timely and assured. Celebrated
across continents, it brings with it the
legacy of Naples-five centuries of
Neapolitan sourdough tradition and the
distinction of being the world’s largest
AVPN-certified pizzeria network.

At Si Nonna’s, the emphasis remains
firmly on craft and discipline. Dough
rests patiently for 24 hours, flour is
thoughtfully sourced, cheese stays
fresh, and every step-from fermentation
to firing-follows methods shaped long
before pizza became global currency.
The resultis flavour built on balance and
restraint, confident without excess.

That philosophy runs through the
menu. Pizza No. 2, topped with tomato
sauce, buffalo mozzarella, basil and
olive oil, achieves quiet harmony. Pizza
No. 3 deepens the profile with garlic,
olives, capers, basil and Fior di Latte,
delivering layered flavour that remains

light on the palate. Other selections-
numbers 6, 8 and beyond-continue this
careful conversation between crust
and topping, where nothing competes
and everything belongs. Paired with a
cup of strong hot coffee, the experience
feels satisfying and complete.

Beyond pizzas, the menu reflects the
comfort of a Neapolitan table. Panuozzo
sandwiches, Eggplant Parmigiana, fresh
gelatos, kombuchas, cooling bever-
ages and a classic Tiramisu add depth
and variety. Vegetarian, vegan and
Jain-friendly options sit natural-
ly alongside the rest, without
implication or afterthought.

The space reinforces the
experience. An open
kitchen allows diners to
watch dough being
stretched, topped and
eased into the oven.

Guests — both children
and adults — are invited to
participate, crafting sour-
dough pizzas with aprons,
chef hats and gentle guid-
ance, creating a shared

performance.

family tradition rather than a staged

Ayush Jatia, the force behind Si
Nonna’s, describes Delhi as a city
“curious, energetic and deeply passion-
ate about food” — a fitting stage for its
presence. With GK2 as its home, Si
Nonna’s presents a revival of Neapolitan
heritage, blending Italian kitchen tra-
ditions with Delhi’s appreciation for
authentic flavours.

TEAM AGENDA

Chronicles of Deccan delights

There are food festivals, and then there are
culinary experiences that feel like stepping
into someone’s home, where the air is fra-
grant with slow-cooked spices and every bite
carries memory. Hyderabadi Rasoi, hosted
at Hyatt Place Gurgaon, firmly belonged to
the latter. Across a week-long celebration, the
hotel revived a culinary legacy rooted in
warmth, patience and tradition, led by the
quietly formidable Nizami Dilnaz Baig.
Hyderabadi cuisine reflects centuries of cul-
tural dialogue — Nizami opulence shaped by
Persian finesse, Mughlai richness, Turkish
depth and Deccan earthiness. At this festival,
those influences unfolded with rare authen-
ticity. Dilnaz Baig, 74 and fiercely passionate,
brought to Gurgaon the flavours of
Hyderabad’s home kitchens rather than
theatrical interpretations. Her presence
transformed the eventinto an intimate cul-
tural exchange. Having travelled through
Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Thailand and Europe,
Dilnaz absorbed global influences without
losing sight of her culinary origins. Her
cooking draws from memory and instinct,
both shaped by generations of practice.

“Hyderabadi cuisine is about heritage,” she
explained. “Every dish carries a story from the
royal kitchens of the Nizams, where spice,
aroma and time work together.”

The menu honoured that philosophy.
Khatti Dal set a comforting tone, while
Hyderabadi Dum Biryani, Haleem, Mirchi ka
Salan and Bagara Baingan showcased depth,
balance and restraint. Pathar ka Gosht and
Shikampuri Kebabsimpressed with simplic-
ity and technique, while thoughtful vegetar-
ian options ensured inclusivity.

Guests could choose a relaxed table
d’héte lunch or a generous buffet dinner.
What stayed was a sense of belonging. As
General Manager Neha Kapoor observed, this
was food steeped in familiarity and tradition.
For one memorable week, Hyderabad arrived
— alive on every plate.
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Why meditation is non-negotiable to your mental health

A primary mental health concern today is stress, which does not go away just by talking or advising alone.
We need to learn some techniques and tools to get rid of stress and calm the mind

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

See, in schools, teachers often tell children not
to get angry or not to feel sad. But nobody
teaches you how not to get angry or how to
handle this restless mind or negative emotions.
We teach dental hygiene to our children, but
forget to teach them about mental hygiene. What
is mental hygiene? Taking care of your mind is
mental hygiene. Everybody likes to wear clean
clothes; everybody takes a shower daily. In the
same way, we need to learn how to keep our
minds free from the impressions we gather in
the course of daily life.

Mental hygiene is necessary, and you can main-
tain it through practices like meditation. Taking
some time out every day to consciously relax the
mind and repose in your Selfis like pressing the
delete button on all the unnecessary files on your
computer. It lets you start afresh with a clear
slate. We teach children to brush their teeth
when they are very young, so their teeth remain
healthy and their smiles intact. But a smile comes
not only from healthy teeth, but from a
pleasant state of the mind, which you get from
meditation to begin with. And then where does
it lead us? Is it limited only to hygiene or
wellness of the mind? No, it leads us to another
dimension deep within us, which is a field of all
possibilities.

The Antidote to Stress

A primary mental health concern today is stress,
which does not go away just by talking or advis-
ing alone. We need to learn some techniques and
tools to get rid of stress and calm the mind.
Meditation is for those who have a lot to do in
the world. It helps those with responsibilities,
deadlines, challenges, and pressure. It gives you
inner stability. It makes you peaceful within and
dynamic outside. The quality of your life depends
on the quality of your mind. If the mind is not
centred, external influences can easily disturb
it. Meditation helps you achieve that centredness.

The formula for stress is too much to do, too
little time, and no energy to do it. Now, you
cannot reduce your workload, nor can you have
more time; you are left with only one thing to
do, which is to increase your energy level. And
this is where meditation can be ofimmense help.

Meditation gives you deep rest, deeper than
the deepest sleep. When the mind becomes calm
and centred, it gains access to the enormous
intelligence and energy that reside within us.
Meditation is a way to take that deep rest, and
yet remain alert and conscious.

People have a common misconception that
meditation is about focusing the mind. No, med-
itation is effortless and fun. It is what your soul
has been looking for. When the mind becomes
calmer with practice, you make better decisions
and create a positive, harmonious atmosphere
around you. When the mind is disturbed, your
perception is disturbed, and any decision you
take from that place is one you end up
regretting.

What Does Science Say About

Meditation and Stress?
Today, there are more than enough scientific

studies on how meditation benefits both body
and mind. Studies show that stress, anxiety, and
negative feelings create lesions in the hip-
pocampus of the brain. When these lesions are
removed through deep conscious relaxation, you
begin to feel better, fresher, and more alert.
Meditation empowers you to be in the present
moment — not worried about the future or
brooding over the past.

Another study shows that the amygdala, the
central part of the brain, starts shrinking when
you begin meditating. When the amygdala is
larger, you are more prone to nervousness and
other emotional imbalances. Scientists also
say that grey matter increases in the brain with
meditation. Grey matter processes information
and controls muscles, memory, and emotions.

Researchers at Harvard Medical School have
found that under stress, the brain may shift from
cognitive to survival mode, which can cause
memory loss over time, as more energy goes into
surviving than cognition.

Chronic stress can lead to atrophy of brain
mass and a decrease in its weight. These struc-
tural changes impact how you respond to
stress, cognition, and memory. Stress can lead
to irritability, moodiness, anxiety, and depres-
sion. Meditation works at the root of this by
calming the system and restoring balance.
Through meditation and breathing techniques,
we can cleanse the mind of negative emotions
and address mental stress effectively.

Modern medicine also supports these spiritu-
al practices in reducing stress hormones.
Psychiatrists at the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences have found that cor-

tisol levels — the stress hormone — are signifi-
cantly lower among practitioners of
SudarshanKriya, a powerful breathing tech-
nique and meditation practice. Research from
Sweden shows that SudarshanKriya reduces
stress and anxiety and increases optimism and
well-being. It is as effective as standard drug
therapy, free of side effects, and does not strain
the wallet. You can also increase your energy
levels by chanting, which is a path to meditation.
These chants have existed in human conscious-
ness for thousands of years. When you chant, the
deepest level of consciousness begins vibrating,
energising you while calming your mind at the
same time. It is because of these practices —
singing bhajans and chanting — that people in
ancient times did not experience many instances
of depression, despite living modest lives in India.
People chanted often, so the subtle energy
remained high.

Meditation and Sleep

The biggest casualty of a stressful lifestyle is the
quality of sleep. Every night when you sleep, you
wake up energised and rejuvenated because the
mind, body, and breath come together into one
rhythm, eliminating the stress of the day. But
there is another way of resting that is far supe-
rior to natural sleep — meditation. In meditation,
you relax consciously.

With conscious meditation, or conscious rest,
and this state of restful alertness, you can
remove stress from the body-mind system in a
very short period of time. It brings clarity to the
mind, makes your skin glow, and your heart
glow as well.

Power of Intention

There are more than 400 benefits of meditation;
over 100 have been proven and documented.
Meditation enhances intuition, creativity, deci-
sion-making, work-life balance, and interperson-
al relationships. It also boosts immunity. Beyond
these benefits, it strengthens the power of
intention.

When there is disturbance in the world, if you
can remain calm and maintain equanimity, ideas
arise in your mind about what to do. Peace
becomes possible when the mind is serene.
When we are disturbed, we are of little help to
ourselves or to others. People seek altered states
of consciousness through harmful means
because they want relief, but the state they seek
is already present in their breath. Sit and med-
itate for a few minutes, and you experience joy
within. Millions have emerged from harmful
habits, violence, and extreme stress through
meditation.

Is Meditation for Everybody?

Itis a natural human tendency to seek joy that
does not diminish and love that does not
distort or turn into negative emotions such as
anger, hate, or jealousy. Wanting comfort is
natural because you once experienced that
unmatched state of comfort in your mother’s
womb. There, you had to do nothing. Food was
supplied effortlessly, and you floated peaceful-
ly. That is meditation, and meditation is absolute
comfort. Meditation is an art. Just as everyone
has ten fingers and only needs to learn how to
use them to create something melodious with

IN SANSKRIT, IT IS SAID,
“MANANATRAYATEITI
MANTRA.” A MANTRA

PROTECTS THE MIND FROM
REPETITIVE THOUGHTS AND
WORRIES. MANTRA-BASED
MEDITATION TECHNIQUES
SUCH AS SAHAJ SAMADHI
HELP FREE THE MIND FROM
THIS CYCLE

an instrument, similarly, as long as you have a
mind with which you can think, you can
meditate. Often, people complain that it is dif-
ficult to focus the mind or relax, but meditation
does not require renunciation or drastic lifestyle
changes. You do not need to go to the Himalayas
or practise extreme penance. To meditate, you
simply need to know how to relax — like
making an effort to catch a train, but once you
are on it, you can rest. You can begin meditation
with the help of a qualified instructor who uses
amantra — a specific sound. In Sanskrit, it is said,
“Mananatrayateiti mantra.” A mantra protects
the mind from repetitive thoughts and worries.
Mantra-based meditation techniques such as
Sahaj Samadbhi help free the mind from this cycle.

To meditate effortlessly, I offer three principles.
First, Achah — “I want nothing.” Put all desires
aside temporarily. Second, Aprayatna — “I do
nothing.” Meditation is not about effort, focus,
or control. Just let go. Third, Akinchan — “l am
nothing.” Drop all labels you associate with your-
self. For those moments, simply be nobody.

In the very first sitting, you experience some-
thing beautiful. With regular practice, once or
twice a day, a transformation begins within you
—one that others around you will also begin to
notice, recognising the calm and positive energy
you carry. No, enjoy the ride for a while. Be on
it! Never mind! But see that your goal, or what
you set as a goal, is already there where you are.
And knowing this brings you serenity, beyond
any words or explanation.

Former colonies demand reparations:
Britain owes a debt — moral & otherwise

GYANESHWAR DAYAL

REENA SINGH

What really happened at Balakot:
Unravelling Pakistan’s terror facade

FOLDED
orner

izens —many of them migrants in Europe
— are drawn into this system. Marino doc-

A few years ago, when ShashiTharoor
stood at Oxford and argued that Britain
owed a moral debt to India and its
former colonies, his words were treated
as an eloquent aside rather than a ral-
lying cry. He suggested that even a
simple apology would signal remorse
for centuries of plunder and subjuga-
tion. At the time, he was largely a soli-
tary voice. That is no longer the case.
What was once an academic argument
has now consolidated into the largest
global demand for reparations in
recorded history?

In an extraordinary development,
former colonies of the British Empire
have jointly advanced claims amount-
ing to an estimated $180 trillion. This
unprecedented figure transforms
decades of moral debate into a con-
crete economic reckoning-one that
directly challenges a powerful imper-
ial legacy that continues to shape
global inequalities.

Momentum has gathered across
continents. In Yemen, Sana’a University
recently held an intellectual seminar
examining British colonial crimes in
southern Yemen. Timed with
Independence Day, the event formed
part of the ongoing Academics Toward
al-Quds series. University President
Dr Mohammed al-Bukhaitiemphasised
the institution’s responsibility to pre-
serve national memory and expose the
lasting impact of colonial domination,
particularly in an era shaped by contest-
ed narratives and information warfare.
Dr Zaid al-Warith, Assistant Rector for
Centres Affairs, reminded participants
that such anniversaries are not ceremo-
nial markers; they carry the weight of
generations who resisted British rule
with persistence and resolve.
The seminar underscored the enduring
relevance of colonial history
to contemporary political and
economic struggles.

The staggering global claim of $180
trillion is a composite of demands
emerging from nations across the
Caribbean, Africa and Asia. It reflects
decades of research, the maturation of
reparatory discourse, and a coordinat-
ed diplomatic realignment. African

leaders, meeting in Algiers for their
second major summit this year,
advanced the movement into a deci-
sive phase. Preliminary assessments
from the African Union estimate
damages inflicted by British colonial
rule on the continent at $100-120 tril-
lion, while Nigeria has independently
lodged a $5 trillion claim.

The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) has also intensified its
efforts. During a visit to London in mid-
November, its leaders pressed Prime
Minister Sir KeirStarmer directly, reit-
erating collective claims valued at $24
trillion, including Barbados’s assess-
ment of $4.9 trillion. Their arguments
draw upon extensive documentation
of long-term social and economic
harm rooted in slavery and indenture.

India’s position lends considerable
weight to the global claim. A major
Oxfam study published in 2024 estimat-
ed Britain’s economic extraction from
India at $65 trillion-a figure now widely
cited in international legal and acad-
emic circles. Scholars and legal experts
in London note that while the scale of
these demands is unprecedented, the
depth and credibility of the underlying
research give the claims a seriousness
thatinternational courts cannot easily
dismiss. The documentary From Slaves

to Bond has further highlighted the dif-
ficulty of quantifying generational
trauma, structural impoverishment
and the enduring economic architec-
ture of empire.

The debate arrives at a sensitive
moment in British politics. A 2024 dec-
laration signed by Sir KeirStarmer and
55 Commonwealth leaders acknowl-
edged the need to address “reparato-
ry justice” for the “abhorrent” transat-
lantic slave trade. Now, as Prime
Minister, Starmer faces a formalised
global demand that extends far beyond
symbolic recognition. His government,
however, continues to reject financial
reparations, insisting that contempo-
rary partnerships and development
assistance remain the appropriate
mechanisms for redress.

With $180 trillion proposed as the
starting point for negotiation, Britain
is no longer confronted with abstract
historical guilt, but with a detailed
accounting of imperial extraction. The
months ahead will determine whether
this coordinated international push
reshapes global frameworks of justice-
or whether it stands as an unresolved
reminder of a history the world is no
longer prepared to ignore.

(The writer is a Senior Editor with The Pioneer)

More than six years after the Balakot air
strikes, Italian journalist Francesca Marino
brings readers a sharp, meticulously
documented account of what really hap-
pened on the night of 26 February 2019.
Balakot: From Pulwama to Payback cuts
through political noise, propaganda, and
deliberate misinformation to present
one of the clearest factual narratives of the
Indian Air Force’s strike on a major Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) training camp deep
inside Pakistan. The result is a book that
is simple in its language but uncompro-
mising in detail-a rare combination in
reporting on the India-Pakistan conflict.

The core claim established in the book
is unmistakable: the Indian strike hit its
intended target, a functioning |eM train-
ing facility, killing between 150 and 170 ter-
rorists, including trainers from outside
Pakistan. Marino’s evidence is neither
speculative nor second-hand. She pre-
sents eyewitness testimony from a man
who was at the camp that night — an
account that describes the immediate
chaos after the strike, the
rapid arrival of Pakistani
soldiers, and the urgent
evacuation of bodies and
injured militants to a
nearby military hospital.
According to this witness,
the site was thereafter
swiftly sanitised. Debris
was removed overnight
and dumped in a river;
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coordinated cover-up to
hide the scale of the
damage, even going so
far as to rebuild struc-
tures with the same
rubble material to ensure
that nothing looked new
when the foreign press
visited weeks later.

families of the dead were
summoned and paid off-
and silenced with threats. Itis rare to find
such direct testimony from
inside a terror camp, and Marino uses it
appropriately.

Where Pakistan attempted to weave a
narrative of “missed targets”, “fallen
trees”, and “dead crows”, Marino demon-
strates how that story was constructed for
Western media consumption. Pakistan
insisted that Indian aircraft intruded and
then fled, dropping bombs in empty
fields. Marino’s book dismantles this nar-
rative with satellite imagery, independent
intelligence, and on-ground reports from
herlong-established network in Pakistan-
built over thirty years of reporting on
South Asia. Her work exposes how
Pakistan’s establishment produced a

REENA SINGH

But Balakot is more
than an investigation
into one night’s events. Marino places the
strike against the long, grim history of
Pakistan’s terror machinery. She traces the
origins of JeM, profiles its leadership and
trainers in meticulous detail, and explains
its links with Pakistan’s shadowy power
centres and the ISI. Through biographies,
funding trails, and the mapping of mul-
tiple training camps, she shows how
deeply the Pakistani state — not just its
rogue elements — has been invested in
terrorism. These sections sometimes
read like intelligence dossiers,
but they enrich the reader’s understand-
ing of the larger ecosystem in which
Balakot occurred.

A key strength of the book lies in its
laying out of how ordinary Pakistani cit-

uments how money is channelled from
overseas to keep the terror infrastructure
running, and how networks of mosques
and religious schools contribute to ideo-
logical recruitment. She also discusses the
use of social media platforms by these
terror outfits-Twitter, Facebook, and X —
as tools of propaganda, radicalisation, and
fund-raising. The book does not exagger-
ate these points; it presents them plainly,
supported by sources and patterns that
have been observed for years.

One of the mostimportant sections in
Balakot is Marino’s exclusive interview
with Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh
Dhanoa, who was heading the Indian Air
Force at the time of the strike. Dhanoa
offers a clear, jargon-free explanation of
the operation: the choice of bombs, the
precision of the targeting, and the unique
method of triggering explosives inside a
cavity to maximise shrapnel and contain
the blast radius. His account stands in
stark contrast to the Pakistani narrative
— it is measured, technical, and evi-
dence-based. For readers trying to under-
stand what exactly happened that night,
this interview alone is worth the price of
the book.

Some parts of the narrative read with
the pace and tension of detective fiction-
Marino pieces together movements,
timelines, intelligence inputs, reactions,
and cover-up operations with the skill of
a storyteller. Other chapters, listing
camps, biographies, and funding chains,
are more sober and documentary in tone.
Together, they form a comprehensive
picture of the terror apparatus, the inter-
national media’s frequent gullibility, and
the geopolitical stakes that continue to
define India-Pakistan relations.

Marino is a journalist who has taken
risks that few foreign reporters have been
willing to take in Pakistan. Her access to
both official sources and ordinary locals,
especially those wary of the Pakistani
state, gives the book its depth. This com-
bination-of high-level interviews and
grassroots testimony-allows her to
connect dots across borders and institu-
tions in a way that few journalists can.

For the complete book review
please see our website
www.dailypioneer.com
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