
IED blast by Naxals
kills ASP, injures
two others 
An Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) blast by Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district on
Monday killed Additional
Superintendent of Police Akash Rao
Girepunje and injured two officers.
The attack occurred during a patrol
near Dondra village following
reports of arson by Naxalites. Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai and Deputy
CM Vijay Sharma paid tributes,
calling Girepunje a brave martyr. 

India to hit 
record foodgrain
production this year
India is poised to achieve record
foodgrain production in the 2025-
26 kharif season, supported by an
above-normal monsoon forecast,
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said. During his ongoing
Viksit Krishi Abhiyan outreach,
farmers raised concerns about fake
pesticides, pest-resistant crop
varieties, and price crashes.  

FULL REPORT ON P10

Three dead in 
Delhi in seperate
incidents
At least three people died in
separate incidents in Delhi on
Monday. Two men were killed in a
fire caused by a short circuit during
e-rickshaw charging in Nand Nagri,
while an eight-year-old boy died
and another was injured after a
building collapsed in Nangloi’s
Indira Camp. In a separate
incident, a fire broke out in the
signalling room at Trilokpuri Sanjay
Lake metro station, disrupting Pink
Line services; no casualties were
reported. Authorities have
launched investigations into the
fire and collapse, with safety
checks ongoing in affected areas. 
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DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n New
Delhi

Setting the tone for 12th
year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led
NDA Government

which completed 11 years on
Monday and giving a consec-
utive third term for Modi, the
Union Council of Ministers
and BJP’s partners at the
Centre as well States rallied
behind the PM counting on
the success stories since 2014
when BJP came on its full
majority at the Centre. 

On the anniversary celebra-
tions, the PM remarked the
NDA Government has deliv-
ered path-breaking changes
with speed, scale and sensitiv-
ity which has come through
the principle of ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas’. Since first
assuming office in May 2014,
took the oath of office for his
third straight term on June 9,
2024.

Modi asserted that under
the 11 years of his
Government India has not
just become the fastest-grow-
ing major economy but is also
a key global voice on pressing
issues like climate action and
digital innovation.

Cabinet colleagues of Modi
and other senior leaders of the
ruling NDA listed a number of
measures of the Government,
with the Defence Minister
stating that India is moving
forward stronger, prouder, and
united.

The ministers highlighted
the reach and impact of wel-
fare schemes like ‘Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan’ for sanitation,
‘Ayushman Bharat’ for health
insurance, and ‘Ujjwala Yojana’
for cooking gas, besides mea-
sures for housing for the poor,

cash assistance to farmers and
subsidised loan schemes with-
out collateral for entrepre-
neurs. While Home Minister
and Modi’s long time associ-
ate Amit Shah lauded the 11
years of Modi Government as
a “golden period”, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh assert-
ed that India stands well-
equipped and unwavering in
its resolve to safeguard its ter-
ritorial integrity under Modi’s
leadership.

Union minister and former
BJP chief Nitin Gadkari said
under Modi’s “visionary lead-
ership”, India has undergone a
historic transformation
grounded in seva (service),
good governance, and inclu-
sive development. Lok
Janshakti Party leader and
Union minister Chirag
Paswan said that the country

has seen a new era of econom-
ic rejuvenation, social justice,
cultural pride and national
security.

Modi shared a data repre-
sentation on social media plat-
forms noting that 60 per cent
of the current Union ministers
are from the SC, ST and OBC
categories, giving a message
aimed at social justice creden-
tials of his Government. 

Modi said powered by the
blessings and collective partic-
ipation of 140 crore Indians,
India has witnessed rapid
transformations across diverse
sectors. “We are proud of our
collective success but at the
same time, we look ahead
with hope, confidence and a
renewed resolve to build a
Viksit Bharat,” said Modi.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence to mark the

Government’s 11th anniver-
sary, BJP president and Modi’s
Cabinet colleague, JP Nadda,
said the 11 years of Narendra
Modi-led Government will be
written in golden letters for the
positive changes it has effect-
ed in the country.

He said Modi made the
Government accountable and
responsive while confronting
challenges head-on, putting an
end to “scams, divisive politics,
appeasement and overall neg-
ativism” which marked the 10
years of the Congress-led UPA
rule. On the occasion Nadda
also slammed senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi as an
“irresponsible” opposition
leader and accusing him of
raising “baseless” questions. “It
is difficult to understand his
(Rahul Gandhi’s) aim. 

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

The national Capital region baked in
extreme heat on Monday with the
real-feel temperature — or heat index

— ranging between 49 degrees Celsius to 51
degrees Celsius due to a combination of high
temperature and humidity, with the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) issuing
an orange alert for the next two days, warn-
ing people to stay cautious and take steps
to protect themselves from the ongoing heat-
wave. Monday marked the second consec-
utive day of heatwave conditions in the
region, including Delhi.

The IMD said Ayanagar was the hottest
region in Delhi which recorded 45.3 degrees
Celsius with the nighttime minimum
recorded at 28 degrees Celsius, Ridge saw
the maximum temperature of 44.9 degrees
Celsius with night time minimum record-
ing 25,9 degree Celsius. The maximum tem-
perature ranged between 43.4 degrees
Celsius and 45.3 Degrees Celsius — three
to four degrees above normal in the nation-
al Capital. According to the IMD, very hot

weather will persist in Delhi until at least
June 12. The weather department has
warned that temperatures may go up to 45
degrees and heat waves may be witnessed
over the next three days. Earlier, the depart-
ment had issued a yellow warning regard-
ing the heat waves.

The hot days are also being followed by
unusually warm nights, offering little respite
from the heat. Experts say this raises the risk
of heat-related illnesses, particularly among
children, the elderly, and people with exist-
ing health conditions.

Heatwave bakes Capital, north India

TN RAGHUNATHA nMumbai

In a disturbing mishap, four
commuters were killed and
nine others injured when

they fell down from two over-
crowded suburban trains
between Mumbra and Diva sta-
tions of the Central Railway in
the Thane district during the
morning peak hour traffic on
Monday.

Though the commuters
falling off from a speeding sub-
urban train is a common occur-
rence, this is for the first time
that commuters with bags and
backpacks travelling on the foot-
boards of two overcrowded
trains running on parallel lines
brushed against one another and
fell down on the tracks.

The tragic incident took place
between 9 am and 9.15 am when

two local trains were running in
opposite directions. Around
this, trains are jam-packed dur-
ing the morning hours when the
commuters travel hanging pre-
cariously onto the open doors.

This mishap involving the

death of four commuters and
injuries to nine others has
turned the spotlight onto the
contentious issue of safety of
suburban commuters travelling
by the suburban trains on the
Western Railway and main and

harbour lines of the Central
Railway. The suburban trains
carry a staggering eight million
commuters every day. 

Giving details of the mishap,
Central Railway spokesperson
Swapnil Nila said: “In all, 13 pas-
sengers fell off from two running
suburban trains between
Mumbra and Diva stations. The
commuters were travelling on
the footboards of two running
trains on parallel tracks. Some of
them had bags and backpacks.
They fell down from the trains
when they brushed against one
another. The incident took place
along a sharp curve near the
Mumbra station on Line 3 and
Line 4, which are the fast tracks.
Generally, the distance between
the parallel tracks is around one-
and-a-half to two metres.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Even as Pakistan has reached out to India
rethink on the suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) 1960, New Delhi

has so far not responded till its concerns
regarding terrorism are addressed and the pact
is completely revamped. Instead, India is
proactively bolstering its water storage and
canal infrastructure, strategically positioning
itself to divert the flow of water from Pakistan’s
rivers ahead of any negotiations.

Sources said New Delhi has not responded to
any of Pakistan’s letters and will not engage with
the neighbouring country in any capacity till it’s
concerns regarding terrorism are addressed and
the pact is completely revamped. Pakistan’s Water
Resources Secretary Syed Ali Murtaza has
reached out multiple times, urging India to
reconsider the decision to put the IWT in
abeyance. In multiple letters to his Indian
counterpart, Debashree Mukherjee, Murtaza has
repeatedly expressed his government’s readiness
to discuss specific objections raised by New
Delhi. India has not responded to any of
Pakistan’s letters and will not engage with the
neighbouring country in any capacity till New

Delhi’s concerns regarding terrorism are
addressed and the pact is completely revamped,
the sources said.

As per situation report dated June 5 of Indus
River System Authority (IRSA) the water release
dropped to 1.24 lakh cusecs, compared to 1.44
lakh cusecs on the same date last year in
Pakistan’s Punjab, the latest data shows. The
Indus level at Tarbela dam in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is down to 1,465 metres, while the
dead level is 1,402 metres. 

At Chasma dam in Punjab on the Indus, the
water level is at 644 metres, just above the dead
level of 638 metres. The Mangla dam on the
Jhelum in Mirpur is at a level of 1,163
metres, just above the 1,050-metre dead
level.The dead level means that below that
level, there are no outlets to drain the water
in the reservoir by gravity.

Pakistan anticipates a 21per cent water short-
age due to India’s steps in the early Kharif sea-
son, which lasts until June 10. The situation is
particularly grave at Marala in Sialkot, Punjab,
where the mean discharge on the Chenab
dropped to just 3,064 cusecs on June 5 from
26,645 cusecs on May 28, Pakistani data shows.

India snubs Pak on Indus treaty

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Bhopal/Imphal

In an important develop-
ment in the ongoing inves-
tigation into the mysterious

disappearance of newlywed
Sonam Raghuvanshi, who
went missing during her hon-
eymoon in Shillong,
Meghalaya police have claimed
that she has surrendered in
Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh, in
connection with the murder of
her husband, Raja
Raghuvanshi.

However, there seems to be
a discrepancy in the statements
provided by the Meghalaya
police and the Indore police,
with some elements of confu-
sion still surrounding the case.

According to Meghalaya
Director General of Police
(DGP) I. Nongrang, Sonam
was located at a roadside
eatery in Ghazipur, following
which she was taken into cus-
tody. Meghalaya’s Chief
Minister also confirmed
Sonam’s surrender to the
authorities. However, the
Indore police have provided a
different version, stating that
Sonam first contacted her
brother, informing him of her
whereabouts in Ghazipur. The
local dhabha owner was

reportedly the one who
informed the police about
Sonam’s presence, and Sonam’s
brother allegedly suggested
informing the local authorities
and reaching out to the police.

The discrepancies in the
details provided by both
police agencies raise ques-
tions about the accuracy of
the surrender claim.
Furthermore, the police have
yet to record any formal state-
ment from Sonam regarding
the events leading to the trag-
ic death of her husband, Raja,
and her disappearance.

Authorities have refrained
from labeling her as an
accused, and as of now, it
remains unclear whether
Sonam played a direct role in
her husband’s murder.

The saga began on May 20,
2025, when Raja (28) and
Sonam (25), who had mar-
ried on May 11, 2025, went
missing during their honey-
moon in Shillong. 

Raja’s body was discovered
on June 2, 2025, in a deep
gorge near Weisawdong,
Shillong. Investigators found
signs of assault on Raja’s
body, with a weapon discov-
ered nearby, prompting the
registration of a murder case.
The Special Investigation
Team (SIT), formed to probe
the incident, initially sus-
pected that Sonam might
have been abducted, with her
family alleging threats.

On the other hand, Indore
police, during a press confer-
ence, stated that they have
rounded up three individuals
on the basis of leads provid-
ed by the Meghalaya police.
The police referred to these
individuals as ‘suspects’ rather
than ‘accused’, and they
stopped short of using the
term “arrest” for them. 

BJP National President JP Nadda with party leaders inaugurating an exhibition marking the completion of 11
years of the NDA government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, at the BJP headquarters PTI

Sonam Raghuvanshi at a hospital
for a medical check-up after her
arrest PTI

People cover their heads from the scorching heat near the Golden temple in Amritsar on Monday PTI

Police at the Mumbra Railway Station after several passengers reportedly
fell from a moving train, resulting in four deaths and multiple injuries PTI

Modi crosses auspicious 11

Mumbai’s death line: four killed, nine injured

Indore missing couple case: Wife

surrenders for murder of husband



I, Gudiya w/o Chander 
Prakash r/o # 1221, Sector 
52, Chandigarh declare that 
my son Dharminder and my 
daughter-in-Law Mamta are 
out of my control. So, I 
disown them from our 
moveable and immoveable 
properties. Anybody dealing 
with them shall do so at his 
own risk. 

I Mohan Lal S/o Sh. 
Chet Ram R/o House No 
131, Old Indra Colony, 
Manimajra Chandigarh 
inform that my son 
Himanshu is out of my 
control. I disown him from 
my all moveable and 
Immovable Properties. 
Anybody deal with him will 
do at their own Risk. 

I Ranbir Singh S/o Late 
Sh. Mehar Singh R/o House 
No. 220, Village Maloya 
Chandigarh inform that my 
son Davinderjit Singh and 
his wife Amandeep Kaur are 
out of my control. I disown 
them from my all moveable 
and Immovable Properties. 
Anybody deal with them will 
do at their own Risk. 

We, Ompal & Santosh 
(hasband & wife) R/o 614 
block-2 Village Bir Ghaghar, 
Distt. Panchkula declare 
that our son Ravi aged 
about 24 year is out of our 
control, so we disown him 
from our moveable/ 
immoveable properties 
anybody dealing with him at 
their own risk and 
responsibility. 

I, Rajender Kumar son 
of Sh. Ram Mohan R/o 
House No. 2018, New Indira 
Colony, Manimajra 
Chandigarh, declared that 
my son Vijay Kumar is out of 
my control, so I disown him 
from moveable and 
immovable properties, 
anybody deals with him at 
their own risk. 

म�, गुलाबा पु� �ी कालु राम 
िनवासी गांव बनभौरी िजला 
िहसार बयान करता �ॅ िक मेरा 
लड़का देस राज जो िक 
अिववािहत है और मेरे कहने 
सुनने से बाहर है। अतः म$ मेरे 
लड़के देस राज को अपनी चल-
अचल स&ित से बेदखल करता 
�ॅ। भिव( म) अगर कोई भी 
इसके साथ िकसी -कार का कोई 
लेन-देन करता है तो वह .यं 
िज/ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे 
प0रवार की कोई िज/ेवारी नही ं
होगी।     

I, Sameer Khan  S/o 
Babu Parsad, R/o 
H.No.2224, 2nd Floor, 
Sector 44-C, Chandigarh, 
born into Hinduism on 
23.12.1993 in Uttar 
Pradesh, have voluntarily 
decided to return to the 
Hindu faith. On 
05.06.2025, I readopt my 
name as Ram Sanehi and 
commit to following Hindu 
practices, customs, and 
beliefs for life. I declare 
that I will abide by Hindu 
personal laws and 
traditions, living as a 
follower of Hinduism from 
this day forward, 
embracing my faith with 
devotion and sincerity. 

I Surinder Kumari 
W/O No. 2668811n Ex 
Hav/Hony Nb Sub Vijay 
Kumar Resident Of Village 
Sehjowal P.O. Garhdiwala 
Teh. Dasuya Distt. 
Hoshiarpur (Pb)Declared 
That I Have Changed My 
Name Surender Kumari To 
Surinder Kumari According 
To My Aadhaar Card Pan 
Card Vide Affidavit No In-
Pb1940994287376x Dated 
06/06/2025 

I Satwender Kaur 
Widowed daughter of No 
7096564 Late L/NK Sewa 
Singh VPO Gobindpur 
Khun Khun, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Satwender Kaur to 
Satwinder Kaur and my 
Date of Birth from 01-7-
1947 to 01-7-1972 
Concerned Note. 

I, SHOBHA is Mother 
of Name Thombare Pawan 
Residing at Vitthal Mandir 
Ward, Nimbalkar Wadi, 
Behind Stadium, 
Chandrapur, (MH) 442401 
have changed my name 
from SHOBHA to SHOBHA 
RAMESH THOMBARE & 
D.O.B 23/04/1976 to 
01/01/1976 Vide Affidavit 
Dated 09 June 2025 
before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, Kumkum alias Ms 
Kumkum w/o Ashok Paul 
Jagga R/o # 231, Sector 
21-A, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Kumkum alias Ms Kumkum 
to Kumkum Jagga. 

I hitherto known as 
AMIT KUMAR SHARMA 
S/O VED PARKASH 
SHARMA residing at 
HOUSE NO-13A, NEAR 
PWD REST HOUSE, 
JAGAT COLONY, 
BHIWANI, HARYANA-
127021 have changed my 
name and I shall hereafter 
be known as AMIT 
SHARMA. It is certified that 
I have complied with other 
legal requirements in this 
connection. 

I, Ish Kumar alias Ish 
Sethi S/o Manohar lal R/o 
Bhuna, District-Fatehabad 
declare that Ish Kumar and 
Ish Sethi both are my 
name. 

I, Jitender Ahlawat S/o 
Shiri Krishan Ahlawat R/o 
H. No. 81/E, Azad Nagar 
Saket Exten., Hisar 
(Haryana) have changed 
my name from Jitender 
Singh to Jitender Ahlawat 
for all purposes in the 
future. 

I, Rajender Kumar s/o 
Hanuman r/o village 
Bhana, Tehsil Adampur, 
District Hisar have changed 
my name from Rajender to 
Rajender Kumar. In future I 
should be known and 
identified by the name of 
Rajender Kumar. 

I, Seema Sharma W/o 
Rajvinder Singh R/o F345, 
Professor Colony, Yamuna 
Nagar have changed my 
name from Seema Sharma 
to Seema Singh. 

I AMRINDER KAUR 
W/o HARPINDER SINGH 
JALAL, r/o #22444, 
st.no.18, Jalal House, 
Bhagu Road, Bathinda 
Punjab have changed my 
name to AMRINDER KAUR 
JALAL. 

I HARPINDER SINGH 
s/o Pirthi pal Singh Jalal, 
r/o #22444, st.no.18, Jalal 
House, Bhagu Road, 
Bathinda Punjab have 
changed my name to 
HARPINDER SINGH 
JALAL. 

I Surjeet Saluja S/o Ajit 
Singh Saluja, H.No. 1349, 
Silvertone Society, Sector 
48-B, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Surjeet Saluja to Surjit 
Singh Saluja 

I Manpreet Saluja W/o 
Surjit Singh Saluja, H.No. 
1349, Silvertone Society, 
Sector 48-B, Chandigarh 
have changed my name 
from Manpreet Saluja to 
Manpreet Kaur Saluja. 

I Sanjay Kumar Meena 
Son of Dana Ram R/o 
House No 226/5, Manav 
Colony, Saketri, District 
Panchkula Haryana inform 
that in my Educational 
Certificate the name of my 
father has been wrongly 
written as Dana Ram 
Meena. My father correct 
name is Dana Ram. 

I Avinash Chander 
Kalia S/o Hari Kishan Kalia 
R/o # 3357 Sector 19-D, 
Chandigarh is hereby 
declare that Shri Abnash 
Chander as mentioned on 
allotment letter issued by 
Estate Office Chandigarh 
and now Avinash Chander 
Kalia is one and the same 
person. 

I, Abhilasha Lakhawat 
wife of Sh. Chakravarti 
Lakhawat R/o #42 (D) Brar 
Enclave Air Force Station 
Chandigarh have changed 
my name from Abhilasha 
Lakhawat to Abhilasha for 
all officials and unofficial 
purposes. 

I, Sunil Kumar Son of 
Sh. Laxman Dass resident 
of House No. 476-R, Model 
Town, Near Bal Vikas 
School, Panipat-132103 
hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Sunil Kumar to Sunil Kumar 
Chhabra. 

I, Poonam Sharma W/o 
Davender Sharma R/o Gali 
no. 2, H. No. 57, New 
Mukhija Colony, Panipat 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Poonam to 
Poonam Sharma. In future I 
shall be known as Poonam 
Sharma. 

I, Jyotsna Wife of Sh. 
Sunil Kumar Chhabra 
resident of House No. 476-
R, Model Town, 
Panipat-132103 hereby 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Jyotsna to 
Jyotsna Chhabra. 

I, Davender Sharma 
S/o Shiv Kumar R/o Gali no. 
2, H. No. 57, New Mukhija 
Colony, Panipat declare that 
I have changed my name 
from Devender to Davender 
Sharma. In future my name 
will be Davender Sharma. 

I, Seema Rani W/o 
Vinod Kumar R/o VPO 
Mugalwali, Tehsil Bilaspur, 
Distt Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Seema Rani to Shimla Devi. 

I, Vishal Saini s/o Sh. 
Sunil Kumar r/o Vill Jatheri, 
Tehsil Chhachhrauli, Distt 
Yamunanagar state that in 
my education certificate my 
name written as Vishal while 
in my aadhar & passport no. 
R5008938 my name written 
as Vishal Saini. Vishal & 
Vishal Saini both are one & 
same person. 

I, Hrithik Nahar son of 
Sh. Badal Singh Nahar 
Resident of Sheela Niwas 
Near Tehsil Office Solan, 
Post Office-Tehsil-District 
Solan Himachal Pradesh 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Hrithik to 
Hrithik Nahar. All concerned 
please may note. 

I Rajiv Sood (New 
Name) S/o Late Sh Krishan 
Gopal Sood R/O Madhu 
Sadan Building Lower 
Kaithu Shimla HP declare 
that i have changed my 
name from Rajeev, Rajev 
Sood (Privious name) to 
Rajiv Sood (New Name) All 
concern please note. 

I, Amarjeet Singh S/o 
Parmjeet Singh R/o VPO 
Bhungarni, Tehsil & Distt. 
Hoshiarpur declare that my 
name is Amarjeet Singh. 
Singh is my surname and 
my given name is Amarjeet. 
Concerned note. 

I, Atul Vikas  S/o 
Virender Kumar Sharma 
R/o H.No. B-20-124/3 
Mangal Bhawan New Civil 
Lines Hoshiarpur Punjab 
have changed my name 
from Atul Vikas to Atul Vikas 
Sharma. Concerned note.  

I, JC-278334L Sub 
Ashwani Kumar (Retd) 
Daughter of Sh. Tilak Raj 
resident of Village Rakri, PO 
Datarpur Tehsil Mukerian, 
Distt Hoshiarpur (Pb) have 
changed name of my 
daughter from Nandani to 
Nandini. Concerned note. 

I, JC-278334L Sub 
Ashwani Kumar (Retd) son 
of Sh. Tilak Raj resident of 
Village Rakri, PO Datarpur 
Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have 
changed name of my son 
from Dikshan Sohal to 
Dikshant Sohal. Concerned 
note. 

I, Santosh Devi, wife of 
Shamsher Singh, resident 
of Ward No.1, Village 
Dhakiya, Post Office 
Khantawali, near Old Well, 
District Rewari, Haryana-
122414, hereby state on 
oath that Santosh Devi and 
Nirmala Devi are the names 
of one and the same 
person. I have changed my 
name from Nirmala Devi to 
Santosh Devi. Henceforth, I 
shall be known by the name 
Santosh Devi. 

I, Charu Girdhar W/o 
Sh. Dheeraj Phutela R/o 
H.No. 162/A, Gurunanak 
Nagari, Sirsa (Haryana). 
That I have changed my 
name from Charu Girdhar to 
Charu Phutela, in future my 
name is to be called as 
Charu Phutela. 

I, Vikramjit Kaur W/o 
Sh. Satbir Singh R/o 
H.No.238, Near Water Tank, 
Shanti Nagar,  Panipat, 
have changed my name 
from Vikramjit  to Vikramjit 
Kaur, for all future purposes. 

I, Amrit Pal Singh S/o 
Sh. Harjinder Singh R/o 
H.no.375, Ward no.7, Near 
Ram Mandir, Sanoli Road, 
Panipat declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Amrit Pal  to Amrit Pal 
Singh, for all future 
purposes. 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o Sh. 
Amrit Pal Singh R/o 
H.no.375, Ward no.7, Near 
Ram Mandir, Sanoli Road. 
Panipat declares that I have 
changed my name from 
Manjit Kaur to Manjeet  Kaur, 
for all future purposes.  

I, Mohkam Chhokar 
S/o Chhota Ram R/o 
Village Kabri Tehsil and 
Distt. Panipat declared that 
I have changed my name 
from Mohkam Singh 
Chhokar to Mohkam 
Chhokar for all future 
purposes.  

I, Laxmi W/o Sunil 
Choudhary R/o H.No. 329, 
Near Hotel Jewels, Model 
Town, Karnal (Hr.) I have 
changed my name from 
Laxmi to Luxmi Choudhary. 
In future I should be known 
as Luxmi Choudhary. All 
concerned please may 
note. 

I, Ashish Saini S/o 
Harikesh R/o Village Puthi 
Mangal Khan, Tehsil Hansi. 
Distt. Hisar, Haryana, 
125033, declared that I 
want to change my name, 
Ashish Saini to Ashish for 
all future purposes. 

I, Sunita spouse of GS-
171861P Supdt Nursing 
Hargopal residence of 
H.No. 804, W.No. 35, Janta 
Colony, Rohtak (Haryana) 
PIN-124001. have changed 
my date of birth from 
01/02/1973 to 01/02/1971 
vide Affidavit dated 
09/06/2025 before 
Executive magistrate, 
Rohtak 

I, No. 3185363W Ex 
Hav Satish Kumar S/o Sh. 
Sant Ram R/o Vill. & P.O. 
Bhaloth, Teh. & Distt. 
Rohtak (Haryana) declare 
that my son name Parveen 
Kumar is wrongly 
mentioned in my Service 
record. But my son correct 
& actual name is Parveen. 
Vide affidavit dated 
09.06.2025 before Notary 
Public Rohtak. 

I Manoj Kumar S/o Sh. 
Krishan Avtar Jindal H.No. 
1256/20, Shiv Nagar, 
Chottu Ram Chowk, 
Rohtak -124001 declare 
that I have changed name 
from Manoj Kumar to 
Manoj Jindal in future he 
will be called as Manoj 
Jindal for all purpose. 

I Mala Rani W/o Sh. 
Amit Dhingra R/o H.No. 
581/18, street no. 4, 
Raghunath Mandir Wali 
Gali, Ravi Dass Nagar, 
Rohtak -124001 declare 
that I have changed the 
name from Mala Rani to 
Mala. In future I will be 
called as Mala for all 
purposes 

I Monika Relhan W/o 
Sh. Vikram Rehlan H.No. 
645 wno 16 Rohtak -
124001 declare that I have 
changed my name Monika 
Rehlan to Monika in future 
he will be called as Monika 
for all purpose. 

I, No. 4488456L NK 
Khem Chand Singh (Retd.) 
S/o Late Sh. Vikram Singh 
R/o Village Simbalwal P.O. 
Lakhmari, Tehsil Babain 
District Kurukshetra 
declare that in my service 
record my name is wrongly 
written as Khem Chand 
Singh instead of Khem 
Chand. 

I, Ashmeet Kaur W/o 
Rahul Rally R/o H.No. 43, 
Radhe Radhe Colony 
(Phase 2), Near Kazimori 
Gate, Batala, Gurdaspur, 
Punjab- 143505 have 
changed my name after 
marriage from Ashmeet 
Kaur to Ashmeet Kaur 
Rally. 

I Prachi Singh D/o Sh. 
Wazir Singh R/o House 
No.378, Sector -2, 
Kurukshetra have changed 
my name from Prachi to 
Prachi Singh. 

I Reeta Devi Spouse of 
GS No. 178748-H Rank 
CH/MECH Awadhesh 
Kumar Rajak R/o House 
No. 210, Village Behlana, 
Chandigarh, Permanent 
R/o Village and Post office 
Dhanbai District Dumka, 
Jharkhand Pin Code 
814145, have changed my 
Name from Rita Devi to 
Reeta Devi. My Correct 
Date of Birth 05.02.1984 
vide Affidavit dated 
09.06.25 before Court 
Chandigarh. 

I No. 3403155W Ex 
Hav Sabe Singh R/o 
Village- Chaura Khurd, PO- 
Hardochanni, Tehsil and 
District - Gurdaspur, Punjab 
-143526 declare that in my 
Army service records, 
name of my wife wrongly 
written as  her name is 
Karamjit Kaur . Her correct 
name is Karmjit Kaur. 

I, Smt Seva Devi widow 
of No 3967714 Ex  Nk (TS) 
Late Puran Chand, resident 
of Village Rajpura, PO 
Shahpur Kandi, Tehsil & 
District – Pathankot (Pb) 
145029,  have changed my 
name from Seva Devi to 
Sewa Devi and date of birth 
from 01.03.1943 to 
01.04.1955 being wrongly 
mentioned in Army Record 
of my husband. 

I, Mansi Kalyan, D/O 
Raja Masih R/O Village 
Bahadurpur Rajoa Tehsil 
Batala District Gurdaspur 
Pin 143527 Punjab India, 
hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Mansi to Mansi Kalyan. 

I Sarabjit Singh S/o 
Darbara Singh R/o V.P.O: 
Bharath, Teh. Batala, Distt. 
Gurdaspur have changed 
my name from Sarabjit 
Singh to Sarbjit Singh. 

I, Komal Bhausaheb 
Patilis legally wife of Patil 
Bhushan Bhaskar, 
Residence of Village 
Anarad,PO- Anarad Tehsil- 
Shahadah District- 
Nandurbar, State- 
Maharashtra Pin code -
425410 have changed my 
name from Komal 
Bhausaheb Patil to Komal 
Bhushan Patil due to wrong 
recorded in my husband’s 
service record vide affidavit 
No.IN-
PB43082282084597X 
Dated 09 June 2025 Before 
Notary Public, Gurdaspur 
(Punjab) 

I, Smt. Sawinder Kaur 
W/o JC-840279N  Ex  Nb 
Sub Harbhajan Singh R/o 
Achali Gate Bhullar Colony, 
Batala PO, Tehsil- Batala & 
Distt- Gurdaspur (PB)-
143505  have   changed my  
name  from  Suvinder Kaur 
To Sawinder Kaur and Date 
of Birth From 15/06/1950 to 
01/01/1954    vide E-Stamp   
No.   (Affidavit)     IN-
PB41122923908534X 
Dated 03/06/2025 
produced before Executive 
Magistrate Batala. Please 
note   all   concerned. 

I, Khushi W/o Kuldip 
Singh R/o Village/ Post 
Office Kahnuwan District 
Gurdaspur Punjab, Pin 
143528 have changed my 
name from Khushi to 
Khushi Kaur. Concerned 
note. 

I, Joginder Pal Son of 
Bhag Lal residing at Maseet 
Wali Gali Dhapai District 
Amritsar-143003 Punjab 
have changed the name of 
my minor Daughter Suman 
Bala Aged 15 Years and 
she shall hereafter be 
known as Jyotika 

I, hitherto Known as 
Navneet Kour Virdi Wife of 
Baljinder Singh residing at 
House No. 286/16, Krishna 
Nagar, Post Office 
Gurdaspur Tehsil and 
District Gurdaspur, Punjab, 
India-143521  have 
changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Navneet Kour. 

I, hitherto known as 
Gursewak Singh Son of 
Shingara Singh residing at 
Jandiala Road Mohalla 
Ganga Singh Nagar Tarn 
Taran-143401 Punjab have 
changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Punjab Singh. 

I, hitherto known as 
Shaina Khanna wife of 
Rishabh Mahajan residing 
at H.No.11, New Garden 
Colony, Majitha Road, 
District Amritsar-143001 
Punjab have changed my 
name and shall hereafter be 
known as Shaina Khanna 
Mahajan 

I, hitherto known as 
Jugraj Singh son of Baldev 
Singh residing at VPO 
Brahmpur, Tehsil and Disrict 
Tarn Taran Punjab have 
changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Yuvraj Singh 

I, hitherto known as 
S.R. Joel Francis D.M 
daughter of Mathew 
residing at St. Mary, S 
School Gumtala Road, 
District Amrtisar-143001 
Punjab have changed my 
name and shall hereafter be 
known as Molly Mathew 

I, Ghundeep Kaur D/o 
Sukhdeep Singh Arora R/o 
H.No.133, New Kot Mit 
Singh Tarn Taran Road, 
Amritsar have declare that 
Ghundeep is my Given 
name and Kaur is my 
Surname 

I, hitherto known as 
Dalip Kumar S/o Raj Kumar 
Residing at 155, Green 
Avenue, Amritsar-II, 
Amritsar, Punjab 143001 
have changed my name 
and shall hereafter be 
known as Dalip Kumar 
Malhotra. 

I, Viram Jit Gill S/o 
Sudesh Kumar R/o 242, 
Ganda Singh Wala, Majitha 
Road, Amritsar have 
changed my name from 
Vikram Jit Gill to Viram Jit 

I, Vishan Singh Aznera 
Father of No. 15493539N 
LD Surendra Singh Azneria 
R/o Panchayat Bhavan Ke 
Paas, Tekanpur District 
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh-
475005 have changed my 
name from Vishan Singh 
Aznera to Vishan Singh 
Azneria Vide Affidavit 
No.2751 Dt.15.05.2025 
before Notary Public Dabra 

In my son No. 
4206046F Nk Rajendra 
Singh, 21 KUMAON 
services documents my 
name wrongly written as 
Pan Singh, which needs to 
be corrected as Pan Singh 
Rajwar. Pan Singh Rajwar 
resident of Jyula, Bhagtola, 
Someshwar, Almora, 
Uttarakhand-263637 

I, Balkishan Puri S/o 
Darshan Lal R/o Chogawan 
Amritsar have changed my 
name from Balkishan Puri 
to Bal Krishan Puri 

I, Sukhraj Singh S/o 
Mukhtar Singh R/o Vill 
Chhichhrewal PO Teja 
Kalan Tehsil Batala 
Gurdaspur have changed 
my name from Sukhraj 
Singh to Given name 
Sukhraj Surname Singh 

I, Navjot Singh S/o 
Sukhdev Singh R/o Vill 
Rasulpur Taprian PO 
Fatehgarh Churian Tehsil 
Batala Gurdaspur have 
changed my name from 
Navjot Singh to Given 
name Navjot Surname 
Singh. 

I, Ajmer Malik S/o Sh. 
Omprakash R/o H.No. 206, 
Village Boana Lakhu, Distt. 
Panipat, Haryana have 
changed my name to Mohit 
for all future purposes.  

I, Resham Singh Son 
Of Shri Omparkash Village 
Singhra Tehsil Nissing 
District Karnal Declare That 
I Have Passed Class 10th 
40654 From Shri Ram 
Charit Manas Senior 
Secondary School Karnal 
Haryana Through Central 
Board Of Secondary 
Education On 12-10-2020 
My Roll No Is 17171810 
And Registration Number Is 
C120/20283/0074 In Which 
My Father's Name Is 
Written As Prakash Which 
Is Wrong Whereas In All My 
Documents My Father's 
Name Is Omparkash Which 
Is Correct. Now I Declare 
That My Father's Name 
Should Be Recorded As 
Omparkash In My Class 
10th Mark Sheet. 

I, Mandeep Malhotra 
S/o Daljit Singh Malhotra, 
1073 Sector 37-B, 
Chandigarh, have changed 
name to Mandeep Singh 
Malhotra 

I, Udai Raj Verma s/o  
Babu Lal Verma R/o #  929 
Sector 25-D Chandigarh 
have changed my name to 
Udai Raj.  

I, Manpreet Khipal 
W/o Rajiv Kumar, 195/2, 
Sector 41-A, Chandigarh, 
have changed my name 
from  Manpreet Khipal to  
Manpreet Kaur for all future 
purposes. 

I, Bandoo Ali S/o 
Rurmat Ali R/o Ekta Nagar-
C, Alipur Araia, Distt. 
Patiala (Punjab) have 
changed my name from 
Bundoo Ali to Bandoo Ali. 

I, Godavva Magadum 
is Legally Mother of Service 
No. JC-315286W Rank: NB 
SUB Name: Shivappa 
Magadum Unit: 21 ENGR 
REGT, C/o 56 APO, 
Residing at Village Belavi, 
Post Belavi, Taluk Hukkeri, 
Distt. Belagavi (State) 
Karnataka, Pin -591309, 
have changed my Name 
from Godavva to Godavva 
Magadum. 

I, Varinderjit D/o 
Jaspal Singh Sethi # 1001, 
Sector 36C, Chandigarh 
have Changed my name 
from Varinderjit to 
Varinderjit Chadha. 

I, Amritpreet D/o 
Jaspal Singh Sethi # 
1001, Sector 36C, 
Chandigarh have 
Changed my name from 
Amritpreet to Amrit P 
Singh. 

I, Aditya S/o Vijay 
Kumar# 2130, Sector 
28C, Chandigarh have 
changed my name to 
Aditya Jaiswal. 

म� , कमल च� पारख 
(Kamal Chand Parakh) 
पु� �ी फागुन च2 पारख, 
िनवासी मकान नं0 181, 
मोह3ा िभवानी वाला, िहसार, 
ह0रयाणा घोषणा करता �ॅ िक 
मेरे पुराने सभी कागजात म)  
मेरा नाम कमल च2 दज7  है। 
कमल च2 व कमल च2 
पारख दोनों नाम मेरे ही ह$। 
भिव( म)  मुझे कमल च2 
पारख के नाम से जाना जाए।    
शपथकार 

I, Kumika W/o 
Bharat Kansal R/o H. 
No. N-25, Inderprastha 
Colony, Near Bus Stand, 
Hisar declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Kumika to Kumika 
Kansal for future 
purpose.  

I, Kashmir Kaur 
legally spouse of Late 
No. 1429417 Sep Gubax 
Singh presently residing 
at Village – Bub, PO – 
Kaluwahar, Distt – 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab -  
146115 have changed 
my name from Kashmir 
Kaur to  Kashmir Kaur 
Bhullar  and date of birth 
from 10 Feb 1951 to 16 
May 1946 vide Affidavit 
dated 09/06/2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Jalandhar. 

I Kshitij A Sharma 
S/o Ajay Kumar Sharma 
R/o House no. 301, E-
10, Sandeep Vihar, GHS 
79, Sector 20 
Panchkula, Haryana, 
have changed my name 
from Kshitij A Sharma to 
Kshitij Sharma. 

I Veena W/O 
Pushpinder Pal, R/O 
Gali Number 3, Abohar 
Road Baipass, Dist- Sri 
Muktsar Sahib, Have 
changed my name to 
Veena Rani. 

I Kirmal Kumari 
Widow Of Late Ranvir 
Singh. I am widow 
daughter of EX-NO-
13656364-W, GDSM 
Late Kaku Ram, Vill-
Barari, Po-Nurpur Bedi, 
Tehsil-Anandpur Sahib, 
Distt-Rupnagar, State- 
Punjab declare that I 
want to amend my name 
KARANMAL DEVI to 
KIRMAL KUMARI and 
date of birth 12-01-1961 
to 20-04-1962 in my late 
father Army Records. 

I, Rana Veer Partap 
Singh, Son of Sh. Rana 
Ranjit Singh, Resident of 
H. No. 16, Sector-4. 
Chandigarh, New 
Sectriate, Chandigarh, 
declared that Rana Veer 
Partap Singh and Veer 
Partap Singh Rana, both 
are one and the same 
person. 

I, No. 15793258W, 
Rank Hav, PARMAR 
PRAVINSINH 
BHURSINH of unit 
131AD REGT C/o 56 
APO aged about 36 
years, occupation 
Services, Residing At. 
Letar, Ta. Kapadwanj, 
Dist. Kheda declare that 
I have changed my Son's 
VEDHANSH Name of 
form old Birth Certificate 
name is going on as 
VEDHANSHKUMAR 
PRAVINSINH PARMAR 
due to incorrect. 

I Faqir Chand S/O 
Ram Chand, 531, I-B, 
Shivalik Avanue, Naya 
Nangal (Ropar), Have 
Changed My Name To 
Faqir Chand Bansal S/O 
Ram Chand Bansal 
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BEDKHALI NOTICE

CHANDIGARH | TUESDAY | JUNE 10, 2025
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LOST & FOUND 

IT IS NOTIFIED FOR THE 
INFORMATION THAT MY SALE DEED 
VINEY KUMAR S/O MUNISH 
CHANDER U-1/242 RSD COLONY 
JUGIAL PATHANKOT. THE LOSS OF 
MY SALE DEED PERTAINING TO 
PROPERTY MEASURING 6 MARLE 
LOCATED VILLAGE- JUGIAL 
PATHANKOT H.B NO.367 VIDE 
DOCUMENT NO.2024-25/44/1/4514 
DATED 30-08-2024 ACTUALLY LOST 
AT JUGIAL LOST DATE 06-05-2025, 
REPORT DATE 05-06-2025, PSOC 
SHAHPUR KANDI PATHANKOT. LR N: 
599834/2025, IF ANYBODY FOUND 
BELOW ADDRESS VINAY KUMAR S/O 
MUNISH CHANDER R/O U-1/242 RSD 
COLONY, PO- JUGUAL PATHNKOT 
SHAHPUR KANDI TOWNSHIP 
MOBILE NO.9814755051. 

 Public Notice  
IN THE COURT OF NAIB TEHSILDAR, BANUR 
DISTT. S.A.S. NAGAR (PUNJAB) EXERCISING 
THE POWERS OF ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, 
IST GRADE 
Case No. 87/Partition, Date of Institution 23-08-
2024, Village Dharmgarh, H.B.No. 239, Surjeet 
Singh  
V/s Gurjeet Singh and another, Fixed for 
1. Surjeet Singh S/o Narata Singh S/o Pooran-
Singh Village Rajo Majra Sub Tehsil Banur Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar 

.......Applicants 
Versus 

1. Gurjeet Singh S/o Jasmer Singh S/o Mohan 
Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 2. Jasmer Singh S/o 
Mohan Singh S/o Sunder Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 
3. Harchand Singh S/o Miha Singh S/o Sunder 
Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 4. Bhagwan Singh S/o 
Miha Singh S/o Sunder Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 
5. Jaspal Singh S/o Ujjagar Singh S/o Miha Singh 
R/o Dharamgarh, 6. Jagdish Singh S/o Miha 
Singh S/o Sunder Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 7. Nar-
inder Singh S/o Raghubir Singh S/o Kishan Singh 
Village Dharamgarh, 8. Chattan Singh S/o Amar 
Singh S/o Atma Singh Village Dharamgarh, 9. 
Chattan Singh S/o Amar Singh S/o Atma Singh 
Village Dharamgarh, 10. Bachan Singh S/o Amar 
Singh S/o Aatma Singh Village Dharamgarh, 11. 
Kapoor Singh S/o Mohan Singh S/o Sunder Singh 
Village Dharamgarh, 12. Parmjeet Singh S/o Kar-
nail Singh R/o Mohan Singh Village Dharamgarh, 
13. Bhupinder Kaur W/o Sucha Singh S/o Gurbax 
Singh Village Rajo Majra, 14. Balbir Kaur W/o 
Sardara Singh S/o Gurbax Singh Village Rajo 
Majra, 15. Manager Indian Bank Branch SUS 
COLLEGE CAMPUS VILLAGE TANGORI. 

...... Respondents 
Petition under section 111 of the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act 1887 for the partition of land bearing 
Khewat No. 212/321/322/323 Total area 37 Kanal 
13 Marla situated in Village Dharamgarh. Had 
Bast No. 239, Sub Tehsil Banur, Tehsil and Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar has entered Jamaband for the year 
2018-2019. Whereas this Court has come to the 
conclusion that in the above noted case, the re-
spondents can not be served in an ordinary way 
by issuing simple notice. Therefore, Public notice 
hereby issued against the respondent under sec-
tion 20 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act 1887 to 
the effect that the respondents should be present 
in person or through his / their Counsel or duly au-
thorized representative in this Court on 
18/06/2025 at 10.00 a.m. failing which he/they 
shall proceed against ex-parte. 
Issued under my signature and seals of court on 
28/05/2025 

 Public Notice 
IN THE COURT OF NAIB TEHSILDAR, BANUR 
DISTT. S.A.S. NAGAR (PUNJAB) EXERCISING 
THE POWERS OF ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, 
IST GRADE 
Case No. 89/Partition, Date of Institution 23-08-
2024, Village Dharmgarh, H.B.No. 239, Parties 
Surjeet Singh  
V/s Harminder Singh and another, Fixed for 
1. Surjeet Singh S/o Norata Singh S/o Pooran 
Singh Village Rajo Majra Sub Tehsil Banur Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar 

.......Applicants 
Versus 

1. Harminder Singh S/o Surjeet Singh S/o Norata 
Singh R/o Rajo Majra, 2. Jamil S/o Umrdeen R/o 
Bassi Ise Khan Banur, 3. Rafeet Mohammad S/o 
Umrdeen R/o Bassi Ise Khan Banur, 4. Monika 
Jain W/o Neeraj Kumar R/o Jain Mohalla Banur, 5. 
Renu Jain W/o Ashu Jain R/o Jain Mohalla Banur, 
6. Chamkaur Singh S/o Rattan Singh R/o Diyal-
pura, 7. Gurdev Singh S/o Bhag Singh S/o Nanak 
Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 8. Jeeta Singh S/o Nanak 
Singh S/o Partap Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 9. Par-
vinder Singh S/o Kirpal Singh S/o Jeeta Singh R/o 
Dharamgarh, 10. Jaspal Singh S/o Tulsa Singh S/o 
Jeeta Singh R/o Dharamgarh,11. Inder Singh S/o 
Tulsa Singh S/o Jeeta Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 12. 
Inder Singh S/o Tulsa Singh S/o Jeet Singh R/o 
Dharamgarh,13. Pritam Kaur W/o Joginder Singh 
S/o Kishan Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 14. Kulwant 
Singh W/o Karam Singh S/o Joginder Singh R/o 
Dharamgarh, 15. Pritam Singh S/o Jeeta Singh S/o 
Nanak Singh R/o Dharamgarh, 16. Pritam Singh 
S/o Jeetaa Singh S/o Nanak Singh R/o Dharam-
garh, 17. Manager UCO Bank, Branch Banur 

...... Respondents 
Petition under section 111 of the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act 1887 for the partition of land bearing 
Khewat No. 136/144/ 145/146/ 147/148/ 149/150/ 
151/152 Total area 80 Kanal 3 Marle situated in 
Village Dharamgarh. Had Bast No. 239, Sub 
Tehsil Banur, Tehsil and Distt. S.A.S. Nagar as en-
tered in Jamaband for the year 2018-2019. 
Whereas this Court has come to the conclusion 
that in the above noted case, the respondents can 
not be served in an ordinary way by issuing sim-
ple notice. Therefore, Public notice hereby issued 
against the respondent under section 20 of the 
Punjab Land Revenue Act 1887 to the effect that 
the respondents should be present in person or 
through his / their Counsel or duly authorized rep-
resentative in this Court on 18/06/2025 at 10.00 
a.m. failing which he/they shall be proceeded 
against ex-parte. 
Issued under my signature and seals of court on 
28/05/2025

Public Notice  
IN THE COURT OF NAIB TEHSILDAR, BANUR 
DISTT. S.A.S. NAGAR (PUNJAB) EXERCISING 
THE POWERS OF ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, 
IST GRADE 
Case No. 90/Partition, Date of Institution 23-08-
2024, Village Dharmgarh, H.B.No. 239, Surjeet 
Singh  
V/s Raghbir Singh, Fixed for 
1. Surjeet Singh S/o Narata Singh S/o Pooran 
Singh Village Rajo Majra Sub Tehsil Banur Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar 

.......Applicants 
Versus 

1. Raghbir Singh S/o Norata Singh S/o Puran 
Singh Vill. Rajo Majra 
2. Ronak Singh S/o Nathu Urf Jaswant Singh S/o 
Narain Singh Vill. Dharmgarh. 

...... Respondents 
Petition under section 111 of the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act 1887 for the partition of land bearing 
Khewat No. 474/619 Total area 10 Kanal 7 Marle 
situated in Village Dharamgarh. Had Bast No. 
239, SubTehsil Banur, Tehsil and Distt. S.A.S. 
Nagar as entered in Jamaband for the year 2018-
2019.Whereas this Court has come to the conclu-
sion that in the above noted case, the 
respondents can not be served in an ordinary way 
by issuing simple notice. Therefore, Public notice 
hereby issued against the respondent under sec-
tion 20 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act 1887 to 
the effect that the respondents should be present 
in person or through his / their Counsel or duly au-
thorized representative in this 
Court on 18/06/2025 at 10.00 a.m. failing which 
he/they shall be proceeded against ex-parte. 
Issued under my signature and seals of court on 
28/05/2025

Public Notice  
IN THE COURT OF NAIB TEHSILDAR, BANUR 
DISTT. S.A.S. NAGAR (PUNJAB) EXERCISING 
THE POWERS OF ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, 
IST GRADE 
Case No. 92/Partition, Date of Institution 23-08-
2024, Village Dharmgarh, H.B.No. 239, Parties 
Surjeet Singh  
V/s Balbir Kaur and another, Fixed for 
1. Surjeet Singh S/o Narata Singh S/o Pooran-
Singh Village Rajo Majra Sub Tehsil Banur Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar 

.......Applicants 
Versus 

1. Balbir Kaur S/o Sardara Singh S/o Gurbax 
Singh R/o Rajo Majra, 2. Bhupinder Kaur W/o 
Sucha Singh S/o Gurbax Singh R/o Rajo Majra 

...... Respondents 
Petition under section 111 of the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act 1887 for the partition of land bearing 
Khewat No. 309/427 Total area 5 Kanal 12 Marle 
situated in Village Dharamgarh. Had Bast No. 
239, SubTehsil Banur, Tehsil and Distt. S.A.S. 
Nagar as entered in Jamaband for the year 2018-
2019. Whereas this Court has come to the con-
clusion that in the above noted case, the 
respondents can not be served in an ordinary way 
by issuing simple notice. Therefore, Public notice 
hereby issued against the respondent under sec-
tion 20 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act 1887 to 
the effect that the respondents should be present 
in person or through his / their Counsel or duly au-
thorized representative in this 
Court on 18/06/2025 at 10.00 a.m. failing which 
he/they shall be proceeded against ex-parte. 
Issued under my signature and seals of court on 
28/05/2025

Public Notice 
IN THE COURT OF NAIB TEHSILDAR, BANUR 
DISTT. S.A.S. NAGAR (PUNJAB) EXERCISING 
THE POWERS OF ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, 
IST GRADE 
Case No. 91/Partition, Date of Institution 23-08-
2024, Village Dharmgarh, H.B.No. 239, Surjeet 
Singh  
V/s Harminder Singh, Fixed for  
1. Surjeet Singh S/o Narata Singh S/o Pooran-
Singh Village Rajo Majra Sub Tehsil Banur Distt. 
S.A.S. Nagar 

.......Applicants 
Versus 

1. Harminder Singh S/o Surjeet Singh S/o Norata 
Singh Vill. Rajo Majra, 2. Bahadar Singh S/o Ba-
chan Singh S/o Bishan Singh Vill. Dharamgarh, 
3. Vidiya Rani W/o Joginder Singh S/o Jeeta 
Singh R/o Raipur Kalan Near Zirakpur. 

...... Respondents 
Petition under section 111 of the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act 1887 for the partition of land bearing 
Khewat No. 594/761 Total area 16 Kanal 7 Marle 
situated in Village Dharamgarh. Had Bast No. 
239, Sub Tehsil Banur, Tehsil and Distt. S.A.S. 
Nagar has entered in Jamaband for the year 
2018-2019. Whereas this Court has come to the 
conclusion that in the above noted case, the re-
spondents can not be served in an ordinary way 
by issuing simple notice. Therefore, Public notice 
hereby issued against the respondent under sec-
tion 20 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act 1887 to 
the effect that the respondents should be present 
in person or through his / their Counsel or duly au-
thorized representative in this 
Court on 18/06/2025 at 10.00 a.m. failing which 
he/they shall be proceeded against ex-parte. 
Issued under my signature and seals of court on 
28/05/2025. 
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Haryana CM inaugurates flight
service from Hisar to Chandigarh
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H
aryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday formally
inaugurated the air

service from Maharaja Agrasen
Airport, Hisar to Chandigarh.
About a month ago, the air ser-
vice from Maharaja Agrasen
Airport to Ayodhya was
launched. On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that in the
coming days, air services will be
expanded in a phased manner
and will start from Hisar to
Jaipur, Jammu and Ahmedabad.

Saini said that it is a proud day
for Haryana because this airport
is State’s first airport, which was
dedicated to the people of
Haryana by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.  Modi had
flagged off the air service from
Hisar to Ayodhya on the occa-
sion of Baba Saheb Dr. BR
Ambedkar Jayanti. Today, the
second air service has started
from here, which will connect
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Airport,
Chandigarh with Hisar.

The CM said due to this air-
port, Hisar will also become a
hub of industry in the coming
time and various types of facil-
ities will be available, due to
which this area will develop at a
fast pace. Saini also took a dig at
the opposition and said the
opposition leaders used to say
that Maharaja Agrasen Airport
was an aerodrome, it was not
known whether flights will start
from here or not. But the govern-
ment started air services from
Hisar Airport as per its promise
and these services will be contin-
uously expanded from here.

He said that 11 glorious years
of the Central Government have
been completed under the lead-
ership of the Prime Minister and
every Indian has seen the speed
at which the country has pro-
gressed in these 11 years. He said
India has taken an upward flight
in these 11 years. India's respect
has increased in the world and

it has become strong and pow-
erful. In these 11 years, more
than 150 airports, about 2500
universities and institutions like
IIT and IIM have been built in
the country. This is Modi's India
- a strong and powerful India. He
said the Prime Minister has
resolved that India should
become a developed nation by
the year 2047 and at the same
pace, our government is also
moving Haryana forward to
make it ‘Viksit Haryana’.

Saini said in the last 11 years,
work has been done to open a
college every 20 kilometers in
Haryana, so that girls do not
have to go far for higher educa-
tion. Not only this, 15 medical
colleges have been completed in
the state and work is underway
on the remaining. There were
700 MBBS seats in 2014 but
today, the number of MBBS seats
has increased to around 2500
and will reach 3500 by the year
2029.
������� 	
� ��� 
������ ��	��

	�� ���������� ����	����
����	���

Saini also chaired the third
meeting of the Panchkula
Metropolitan Development
Authority (PMDA) on Monday
and approved a budget of Rs
587.94 crore for 2025-26. The
establishment of an Integrated
Command and Control Centre
(ICCC) for Panchkula city, along
with several other development
projects, was also approved in the
meeting.

The Integrated Command
and Control Centre is designed

to meet the needs of a growing
urban population and to enhance
urban governance through smart
technologies. The Centre will
ensure efficient public service
delivery, real-time monitoring,
and emergency response. The
estimated cost of the project is Rs.
208.92 crore, and it is expected
to be implemented within 9
months, it stated.

Key components of the ICCC
include CCTV surveillance with
AI-based video analytics,
Adaptive Traffic Control System
(ATCS), Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR), Red
Light Violation Detection
(RLVD), Automatic Traffic
Counter and Classification
(ATCC), Emergency Call Boxes,
Public Address Systems, integra-
tion with Dial-112 help line
system of the Haryana Police,
real-time monitoring of street
lighting and solid waste,
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) for water
treatment and sewage treatment
plants, centralized citizen com-
plaint redressal through a call-in
interface, as well as cybersecuri-
ty and non-intrusive monitoring
infrastructure.

In the meeting, the Authority
also approved the beautification
and rejuvenation of two ‘Jal
Dhara’ flowing through
Panchkula city. These include the
Jal Dhara from MDC to Rajiv-
Indira Colony and Singh Nallah
Chow from Sector-1 to
Industrial Area, Phase-1. The
Panchkula Metropolitan
Development Authority

(PMDA) will undertake the
work at a cost of Rs. 95.42 crore.

The administrative approval
for the development of a world-
class Shooting Range Sports
Complex at Sector-32,
Panchkula, at a cost of Rs. 173.48
crore was also given in the
meeting. It was informed that the
Detailed Project Report has
been submitted by the consult-
ing agency, and the work is
expected to be completed with-
in 24 months from the date of
work allotment.

While reviewing the projects
being implemented by the
PMDA, the Chief Minister
emphasized the need for beau-
tification of all parks and
strengthening of the road infra-
structure in Panchkula. He
directed that parks should be
well-maintained and their beau-
tification carried out to enhance
the overall beauty of the city. He
said that a variety of flowers be
planted in the roundabouts to
further enhance their appeal.

The Chief Minister directed
that all road repair work under
the jurisdiction of PMDA be
completed well before June 15,
2025. He also instructed that a
model road be developed in
Panchkula, featuring an attrac-
tive roundabout near the District
Court complex.

Chief Executive Officer of
the Panchkula Metropolitan
Development Authority KM
Pandurang, who was also present
at the meeting, briefed the Chief
Minister on the actions taken
regarding decisions made during
the previous meeting, as well as
updates on upcoming projects.
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S
ix months after quitting the
party, former MLA and ex-
Punjab minister Anil Joshi

on Monday rejoined the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) in
the presence of party president
Sukhbir Singh Badal in Ludhiana.

Welcoming Joshi back into the
party, Badal said he will join
SAD's election campaign for the
June 19 by-election to the
Ludhiana West Assembly seat.

Stating that Joshi was like his
younger brother, Badal said,
“Our bond spans two decades. It
gives me immense pleasure that

Joshi ji has decided to rejoin SAD
in the interest of Punjab and
Punjabiat. We all feel there is a
need to bring back the era of
peace and communal harmony
and we will strive for the same.”

Joshi said, “The need of the
hour is to strengthen the region-
al party, which alone under-
stands and chalks out its pro-
grammes and policies as per the
aspirations of Punjabis.”  SAD
always safeguarded the interests
of Punjabis and he was confident
that it would continue to reflect
the aspirations of each and every
segment of the society, Joshi
added.
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Chandigarh: The Lokayukta, the anti-corruption
watchdog, in Haryana will now adopt video conferencing
facilities for its proceedings. The directive by the
government comes as part of a broader state government
initiative aimed at leveraging audio-visual electronic means
for all official interactions, aligning with new central
criminal laws and Supreme Court guidelines. A letter in this
regard has been issued by Haryana Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi to all administrative secretaries, heads of
departments, board/corporation managing directors,
divisional commissioners, deputy commissioners, sub-
divisional officers, and the Registrar of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, emphasizing strict compliance with
these new instructions. The decision to integrate video
conferencing facilities is rooted in the enabling provisions of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. Specifically,
Section 336 (evidence of public servants, experts, police
officers in certain cases) and Section 530 (trial and
proceedings to be held in electronic mode) explicitly
promote the use of audio-visual electronic means for all
proceedings, an official statement said here on Monday.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Social Security, Women and Child
Development Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur on Monday issued
directives to the officials concerned to ensure that the
process of adoption for orphaned and destitute children is
conducted strictly as per the provisions of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. This is
to guarantee a safe, loving, and dignified environment for
every child. Emphasizing the importance of child welfare,
Kaur stated that it is a collective responsibility to safeguard
the lives of children from 0 to 18 years and provide them
with high-quality services. The  Minister pointed out that it
has often been observed that unwed mothers or parents,
who are unable to care for their children and wish to
surrender them for adoption, first approach hospitals,
nursing homes, or doctors. Similarly, prospective adoptive
parents also tend to contact these establishments. Therefore,
it is crucial that all healthcare institutions (both government
and private) and medical professionals are made aware of
the legal adoption process to prevent any form of illegal
adoption. This will help protect the rights of children and
safeguard them against risks such as trafficking and
exploitation. She instructed all government and private
healthcare institutions in the state that if any such case
arises, they must report it within 24 hours to the Child
Helpline 1098, the nearest police station, the Child Welfare
Committee, the District Child Protection Unit, or a
registered Child Care Institution. This will ensure that the
adoption process is carried out through proper legal
procedure. The Minister further stated that if any
government or private institution is found violating the
legal adoption procedures or concealing such information,
provisions have been made for a punishment of six months
imprisonment, a fine of ?10,000, or both.
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Shimla: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Monday directed the concerned officials to
complete the 450 MW Shongtong-Karcham hydroelectric
project in Kinnaur district by November this year. Sukhu,
who visited the project site to inspect the ongoing work, said
the state would earn an annual revenue of about Rs 1,000
crore after commissioning of the project, an official
statement said. The project was under construction for the
past 13 years but the present state government accelerated
its construction and it would be dedicated to the nation
within the stipulated time period, Sukhu said. He added that
the state government is taking concrete steps to ensure
proper exploitation of its river water to strengthen
Himachal’s economy. The chief minister also said that the
state government is working to take over the Dhaulasidh,
Luhri and Sunni hydropower projects, and the total amount
spent on these projects so far is being evaluated.
Henceforth, the government would take forward the
construction work of hydropower projects on its own terms
so that the interests of the state could be protected, which
were completely sidelined by the previous BJP government,
Sukhu claimed. The state government is also moving ahead
to set up a geothermal power project at Tapri in Kinnaur
district, besides making advancements in the field of
electricity by producing solar and green hydrogen energy,
Sukhu said. “Despite being a surplus energy state, we were
purchasing electricity during winters (from October to
March at Rs 5 to Rs 6 per unit). “Solar energy production is
being promoted as much as possible during this time period
so that the government isn’t required to buy electricity,” the
chief minister said. Solar projects of about 626 MW capacity
are at various stages of construction through the Himachal
Pradesh Power Corporation Limited, he added.
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Chandigarh: The Haryana Government has launched a
green initiative for 2025-26, aligned with various national
flagship schemes for extensive plantation drives with robust
public participation. The state's action plan for 'Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam (EPMKN) 2.0' was reviewed at a high-level
meeting chaired by Chief Secretary Anurag Rastogi, where
senior officials strategised on aligning the campaign with
key national missions and ensuring effective coordination at
the district level. During the meeting, Chief Secretary
Rastogi emphasised that EPMKN 2.0 will be implemented
using a "whole of government" and "whole of society"
approach. The campaign will align closely with national
flagship schemes such as MGNREGA, Jal Shakti Abhiyaan,
Swachh Bharat Mission, Smart Cities Mission, and the
National Green Highways Mission. This convergence is
expected to maximise both impact and outreach, fostering
ecological sustainability through collective action, he said.
He also underscored the importance of conducting a
thorough review of last year's plantations to ensure their
sustained upkeep and growth. The 2025-26 campaign in
Haryana will place a major emphasis on massive plantation
activities, with a particular focus on school-led initiatives
through Eco Clubs for MissionLiFE, under the Department
of School Education. The chief secretary underscored the
importance of involving youth and students, stating that
"instilling environmental responsibility at an early age will
have long-lasting societal benefits."
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Chandigarh: There was no respite from blistering heat in
Haryana and Punjab on Monday as Sirsa touched 46.4
degrees Celsius while Chandigarh, the common capital of
the two states, recorded season's highest maximum so far at
43.8 degrees Celsius. Haryana's Sirsa continued to reel
under intense heat, even as most other places in the state
also recorded above normal maximum temperatures.
According to the weather department here, Rohtak
recorded a maximum of 45.6 degrees Celsius while intense
heat also swept Hisar, which registered a high of 44 degrees
Celsius. Severe heat swept Narnaul which recorded a high of
44.6 degrees Celsius, Karnal 43.5 degrees and Ambala's
maximum settled at 43.7 degrees Celsius. Bhiwani also
reeled under severe heat at 43 degrees while Gurugram
registered a high of 42.4 degrees Celsius. The mercury
further rose in Chandigarh to settle at 43.8 degrees as
against Sunday's high of 42.1 degrees Celsius. Meanwhile, in
Punjab, Samrala in Ludhiana district was the hottest place
recording a high of 46.1 degrees Celsius.  Blistering heat also
swept Bathinda and Amritsar which recorded respective
highs of 44.6 and 44.9 degrees Celsius.  Ferozepur registered
a high of 44 degrees, Pathankot 43.8 degrees while Patiala
recorded a maximum of 42.9 degrees Celsius.
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H
imachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Monday dis-

tributed land ownership certifi-
cates to 25 beneficiaries in Kalpa
block of Kinnaur district.

The certificates were distrib-
uted under the Forest Rights Act,
2006, which have been pending
for many years.  He said that
under the Act, land leases have
already been allotted to 460
individuals across the state.

Addressing a gathering in
Kalpa, he stated that, for the first
time in 75 years, Shipki-la was
being opened to tourists who
can now visit the mountain
pass simply by carrying an
AADHAR card and token.
"This will give an added boost to
the local economy and pro-
mote tourism in border areas,
thus creating employment
opportunities for the youth," he
said. On the occasion, the CM
also inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone for various
development projects, including
the Rajiv Gandhi Sports
Complex, a youth hostel and an
indoor stadium, in the Kinnaur
Assembly Constituency.
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I
n a citizen-centric initiative,
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on

Monday dedicated the ultra
modern Tehsil complex con-
structed at a cost of Rs 10.80
crore in Dudhan Sadhan in
Patiala district.

Dedicating the building
which will house offices of
SDM, Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildar
and others, Mann said that the
foundation stone of this project
was laid in January 2023 and it
has been completed in a record
period. He said that this project
will immensely benefit the peo-
ple by delivering them citizen-
centric services in a time-
bound manner, adding that it
will facilitate the people in pro-
viding the services in their
vicinity only thereby saving

their time, money and energy.
He said that Dudan Sadhan is
primarily a rural area and ear-
lier the office of the SDM was
situated in Mini Secretariat
Patiala due to which people had
to suffer a lot for getting their
routine administrative works
done.

He said that it is a matter of
immense pride and satisfaction
that such modern Tehsil com-
plexes are being built across the
state to facilitate the people,
adding that the previous
regimes had never paid any
heed towards such initiatives to
serve the people in a better
manner.

The Chief Minister
bemoaned that earlier the reins
of the state were in the wrong
hands earlier due to which the
state had suffered adversely.
However, he said that ever
since assuming the charge of

office, his government has been
giving top priority to such
works of immense public
importance. Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that such buildings
are being constructed while
keeping in view the future
needs of the people.
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H
imachal Deputy Chief
Minister Mukesh
Agnihotri met Union

Minister of  Road Transport &
Highways Nitin Gadkari in New
Delhi on Monday and raised
prominent issues pertaining to
transport department, pointing
out that the state government has
requested the Union Ministry of
Road Transport & Highway to
increase the validity of All India
taxi permits from existing 12
years to 15 years.

He said that  keeping in view
the demand of the operators, All
India taxi permits should also be
granted for 15 years, keeping in
view the vehicle scrapping poli-
cy period of 15 years.

The minister stated that in
view of its diverse topographical
conditions, the development of
hilly states like Himachal Pradesh
solely depends upon expanding
the road and bridge infrastruc-
ture. Gadkari assured that he
would look into the matter sym-
pathetically and also directed the
authorities concerned to process
the case accordingly.

Agnihotri also urged the
Union Minister to release the
remaining funds to the tune of

Rs.7.63 crores under the scheme
for special assistance to the State
for capital investment (incentives
for scrapping of old vehicles). He
also demanded to declare Nangal
to Jaijon road as National high-
way as it would also cater to the
proposed bulk drug park.
Agnihotri stated that a DPR to
the tune of Rs. 429 crores has
already been prepared and it
would be submitted to the
Government of India under Gati
Shakti scheme.

He also urged that the pro-
posed four-laning of  NH 503 A
from Amritsar to Hoshiarpur
may be extended from
Bankhandi (HP boundary) to
Jhaleda. This is a stretch of
approximately 15 kms and would
connect Shri Anandpur Sahib
and Mata Chintpurni, which
would also benefit the pilgrim
visiting these two shrines.
Agnihotri also raised the issue of
connectivity between
Chandigarh and Baddi industri-
al area.  Gadkri stated that this
issue is in active consideration of
Government of India.
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Public Works Department

Minister Vikramaditya Singh
also called on Union Minister
Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari at New Delhi and
urged the Union Minister to
declare Ghatasni-Shilha-
Badhani-Bhubujot- Kullu road
including Bhubujot tunnel as
National highway keeping in
view its strategic importance. He
added that this route would pro-
vide stable connectivity for move-
ment of defence logistics and
shorten the route by 55 km. The
PWD Minister also requested for
taking up the construction of
four laning of NH-05 from
Dhalli to Rampur on priority and
speedy completion of ongoing
construction works on existing
highways. He also informed that
request to include five national
highways in Prime Minister Gati
Shakti has been submitted by the
state government and urged for
approval of the same.

Singh also urged for speedy
release of funds worth Rs 130
crore under CRTF and enhanc-
ing the annual limit of CRTF
works to Rs 250 crore in
Himachal Pradesh. Gadkari
assured of all possible assistance
to the state. He also approved in
principle for the four-laning
process of Dhalli-Rampur road.
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P
unjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and for-
mer Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday will
launch FastTrack Punjab Portal
which will ensure all the
approvals to the investors with-
in 45 days of application.

“These reforms are not the
end rather they are the beginning
of a movement, a movement
where ease of doing business
becomes a culture, not a slogan”,
said the Chief Minister. He said
that Punjab has always been a
land of courage, enterprise, and
resilience and now, it stands
ready to lead India’s industrial
resurgence with the same spirit.
He said that this is a bold decla-
ration to every investor that
Punjab is open for business on
their terms, with full commit-
ment. Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that FastTrack Punjab Portal
represents more than a techno-
logical upgrade, adding that it is
the backbone of a re-imagined
industrial governance model.

Mann said that the state gov-
ernment is replacing discretion
with discipline, delay with digi-
tal, and confusion with clarity. He
said that from getting approvals
in a maximum of 45 days to
eliminating red tape, Punjab’s sys-
tem is no longer reactive; it is
proactive, precise, and profes-
sional. Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that whether the industrial-
ist was a startup founder, a glob-
al conglomerate, or a first-time
entrepreneur, Punjab welcomes
him not just with incentives, but
with integrity and intention.

He said that every reform, be
it a unified regulator, unified por-
tal, deemed approval, In-
Principle approval, or robust

monitoring protocols, has been
designed to earn their trust and
support their journey. He said
that the officers of the state gov-
ernment are no longer just reg-
ulators but they will act as facil-
itators, adding that escalation
mechanisms ensure that when
there is silence, there is action
and no investor will ever feel
unheard or stuck. Mann further
said that compliance has been
made intelligent, powered by self-
declaration, enabled by digital
scrutiny, and backed by legal cer-
tainty.

The CM said that the state
government firmly understands
that industries don’t thrive on
paperwork rather they thrive on
roads, power, people, and vision.
That’s why, he said that the state
government is investing in indus-
trial parks, unlocking land poten-
tial, enabling lease-to-freehold
policy, and creating new avenues
to monetize industrial assets.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that
a Rs 200 crore infrastructure
fund has been established to
ensure that last-mile gaps with-
in Industrial Focal Points do not
derail the expansions of indus-
trialists.

He said that after parleys with
industrialists, policy Incentive
disbursal is now expedited, mon-
itored, and mission-driven. He
said that the state government
has already disbursed more in
this quarter than in the past two
years combined, adding that
this is the new Punjab where
promises are kept, not just made.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that
in near future, Punjab will not be
a follower—it will be a front-run-
ner and a state where industry is
empowered by policy, enabled by
infrastructure, and supported
by a responsive government.
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Chandigarh: Area under cotton crop has risen by 20 per

cent to 2.98 lakh acres this year in comparison to 2.49 lakh
acres witnessed last year, Punjab Agriculture Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khuddian said on Monday. Chairing a meeting to review
the ongoing kharif season and departmental projects here,
Khuddian said Fazilka district leads in cotton cultivation, fol-
lowed by Mansa, Bathinda, and Sri Muktsar Sahib.  The Punjab
government would provide a 33 per cent subsidy on cotton
seeds to growers, with over 49,000 farmers having already reg-
istered online, he said. Khuddian directed the chief agricul-
ture officers to ensure all cotton growers complete online reg-
istration by June 15.  He expressed satisfaction on the response
of the state's farmers towards kharif maize cultivation, with over
54,000 acres already sown in just nine days since sowing com-
menced on June 1 across the state.
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T
he Cabinet Sub-
Committee on ‘Yudh
Nashian Virudh’ (War

Against Drugs) on Monday took
significant decisions to establish
robust arrangements for the
treatment of drug addicts. This
crucial step comes as the ongo-
ing campaign successfully dis-
rupts drug supply lines, leading
to a notable increase in individ-
uals seeking treatment.

The meeting, held under the
chairmanship of Finance
Minister Harpal Singh Cheema,
and attended by Cabinet
Ministers Aman Arora, Dr.
Balbir Singh, Tarunpreet Singh
Sondh, Chief Secretary KAP
Sinha, Principal Secretary
Finance Krishan Kumar,
Principal Secretary Health
Kumar Rahul, DGP Punjab
Gaurav Yadav, and Secretary
Expenditure VN Zade,
addressed the growing demand
for de-addiction services by
strengthening the state's health-
care infrastructure.

Recognizing the manifold
increase in drug addicts seeking
treatment at government de-
addiction centers and hospitals,
the Sub-Committee has moved
swiftly to expand capacity and
enhance medical support.
Decisions include the immedi-
ate recruitment of 200 psychol-

ogists on a temporary basis for
six months, with the Health
Department tasked to secure
permanent recruitment in the
interim. Additionally, psychia-
trists will be empanelled across
various districts as required,
receiving Rs. 3000 for two hours
daily, at a rate of Rs. 1500 per
hour, to provide essential assis-
tance to individuals striving to
overcome addiction. The Sub-
Committee has also directed
the Health Department to sub-
mit a comprehensive proposal
within a week for the recruitment
of all necessary health staff.

Addressing a press conference
after the meeting, Cheema gave
details of the expansion of basic
infrastructure for the treatment
of drug addicts. The number of
beds in government hospitals
and drug de-addiction centers
has been increased by 1000.
Furthermore, if the capacity of
government centers is fully uti-
lized, the services of private
nursing institutes and de-addic-
tion centers will be utilized for an
additional 1000 beds, with the
government bearing the associ-
ated costs.

The Finance Minister also
provided an update on the strin-
gent actions taken against drug
trafficking as part of the 'Yudh
Nashian Virudh' campaign from
March 1 to June 8. So far, 9580
cases have been registered under

NDPS and 16348 persons have
been arrested. Strict action has
been taken against drug traffick-
ers, leading to the demolition of
properties belonging to 118 indi-
viduals involved in drug trade.
During this period, significant
quantities of illicit substances
have been recovered, including
622 kg of heroin, 14976 kg of
poppy husk, 252 kg of opium,
264 kg of ganja, and 26,49,847
narcotic pills.

Cheema emphasized that the
'Yudh Nashian Virudh' cam-
paign has transcended into a
people's movement, with citizens
consistently providing informa-
tion against drug traffickers,
and drug addicts actively com-
ing forward to seek treatment.
He asserted that this collective
cooperation, under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, will ensure the state
becomes completely drug-free.

Responding to media
inquiries regarding doubts
expressed by opposition parties
about the campaign, he said that
drugs took root in Punjab dur-
ing the Akali-BJP and Congress
governments, making the youth
vulnerable. He urged leaders of
opposition parties to support this
crucial campaign, rather than
engaging in narrow politics that
disregards public welfare and,
conversely, promotes drug-relat-
ed issues.
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LOST AND FOUND   
I, Sangita Arora wife of Rajesh 
Kumar R/o D-61 Ranjit Avenue Am-
ritsar have lost share of my late 
mother Raman Arora R/o 67 R 
State Bank colony, White Avenue 
Amritsar The total Share Lost. 710. 
Folio Number 00037175 DCM 
 Shriram Limited Company Name.

PUBLIC NOTICE  
I, Manpreet Kaur W/o Harvinder 
Singh R/o H.No. S-25, Marian 
Road, Swarn Vihar, Patiala, 
now residing at H No. 240/8, 
Mohalla Dogra, Patiala declare 
that my registered deed Vasika 
No. 16217 dated 22-12-2004, 
and Vasika No. 8649 dated 17-
8-2005 of my H.No. S-25, 
Marian Road, Swarn Vihar, 
Patiala, have been actually lost. 
They are not mortgaged with 
any Bank / Institute etc.

LOST NOTICE 
I, Ram Bilas S/o Mangat Ram R/o 
Shop No. 58 New Anaj Mandi Rohtak 
Road Jind, Distt. Jind, Haryana have 
lost Vasika no. 4250 Dated 16-10-2018 
of my Shop No. 59 New Anaj Mandi, 
Rohtak Road Jind has lost anywhere at 
Home on dated 20-06-2024. A DDR 
No.132300112501303 registered at 
Police station Jind City. If any person 
found these documents please return 
on above mentioned address. If any 
person misused above documents he 
will be responsible.



India is witnessing a significant transformation in its edu-
cational and professional landscapes, with an increasing
number of women enrolling in Master of Business

Administration (MBA) programmes and advancing into top
leadership roles in the corporate world. This shift marks not
only a welcome departure from past trends but also signals
a more inclusive and dynamic future for Indian business-
es. Historically, business education in India was pre-
dominantly male-dominated. However, recent data
highlights a steady and substantial increase in the
participation of women in MBA programmes. 

According to the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), women accounted for 42.11
per cent of total MBA enrolments in the 2022-23
academic year — an impressive leap from 33 per
cent in 2018-19. In raw numbers, this represents
a jump from 78,374 women in 2018-19 to 1,20,142
in 2022-23. This progress is not limited to statis-
tics alone. The country’s top 10 business schools
have reported that 50 per cent or more of their 2024
MBA cohorts comprise women, marking a notable
move towards gender parity. Even at the state level,
such as in Maharashtra, the shift is evident.
According to data from the state’s Common Entrance Test
(CET) cell, women now form nearly half of all MBA stu-

dents — a remarkable rise.While metro cities lead in women’s
business education, tier 2 and tier 3 cities are not far behind.
Cities like Indore, Nashik, and Coimbatore have seen a 27
per cent rise in women enrolling in MBA programmes since
2020, as noted in the India Higher Education Report 2023. 

Regional business schools are playing an instrumental role
in this expansion. The digital revolution has also democ-
ratised access to business education. A KPMG report
revealed that between 2021 and 2023, online MBA enrol-
ment by women in non-metro cities rose by 54 per cent,
allowing women to access quality education without need-

ing to relocate — an essential consideration for
many. Several factors have contributed to this pos-

itive trend. First and foremost is economic
empowerment. An MBA is increasingly seen as
a gateway to financial independence and career
advancement, enabling women to break tradi-
tional socio-economic barriers. Secondly, busi-
ness schools are becoming more inclusive. Many
institutions now offer scholarships, mentorship
programmes, and flexible learning options
specifically designed for women. There is also
a notable push for innovation in financing, par-
ticularly for students from tier 2-3 regions,
including customised scholarship schemes and
staggered fee payment plans. In addition,
Government and corporate initiatives are

fuelling this shift. For instance, the Maharashtra Government
introduced a 100 per cent fee waiver for girls pursuing pro-

fessional courses from families earning less than `8 lakh per
year — a move expected to significantly boost female par-
ticipation in higher education. The increased participation
of women in MBA programmes is translating into real
impact in the business world. Women MBA graduates are
making their mark in industries ranging from finance to tech. 

A study by Institutional Investor Advisory Services (IiAS)
revealed that women now occupy 18 per cent of board posi-
tions among the top 500 NSE-listed companies. There are
22 women board chairs, 25 women CEOs, and 62 women
holding executive directorships among these 
firms. Moreover, women are showing stronger performance
in placements. Data indicates that female MBA graduates
have a 36.7 per cent higher selection rate than their
male counterparts, showcasing their preparedness and indus-
try relevance. Entrepreneurship is also seeing a surge among
women with MBAs. Armed with formal training and a fresh
perspective, many are launching their ventures, driving inno-
vation, and contributing significantly to the economy. While
the progress is commendable, sustained efforts are required
to deepen and expand the gains. Organisations must imple-
ment policies that promote gender equality, such as equal
pay, anti-discrimination practices, and transparent promo-
tions. Mentorship networks should be developed to provide
women with guidance and role models. Additionally, flex-
ible work arrangements can help balance professional and
personal responsibilities, further reducing attrition.
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The Hindu civilisation was first
exposed to a new experience when
Muhammad bin Qasim, an Arab
invader, arrived in Sindh. He came

from Arabia by land and sea routes. While
defending his kingdom, Sindh, Raja Dahir
Sen, its last Hindu ruler, was killed and sub-
sequently, common folk were butchered.
For no rhyme or reason evident to Hindus,
many temples were demolished, their idols
smashed and priests killed.

We call this a new experience because
common folk and priests, who had noth-
ing to do with fighting the invader Qasim,
too were butchered. Nor was there any rea-
son to demolish temples, except for the rea-
son that they were of another religion the
invaders hated (and still do). In the Hindu
understanding, these are outright adharmic
acts. From that day in the year 712 AD to
the time of writing this article, the invaders,
except for the Europeans, have not both-
ered to understand what temples and the
idols worshipped in them mean for Hindus.
Temples are not mere prayer halls, as the
Abrahamic places of worship are. 

They are deeply spiritual, sacred places
where the worshipper connects with the
divine. In the Hindu worldview, a war is
seldom fought with the intent of capturing
the enemy’s territory. Attacking others’
kingdom(s) is normally to rectify a wrong 
and not to dispossess the enemy for self-
aggrandisement. 

It is not that such aggression has not
been committed by Hindus against each
other; there might have been a few such
wars, but they were adharmic acts,
deserving of punishment due to their
being dushkarmas (bad deeds). 

Let us look at the most recent example
of Operation Sindoor. India’s declared aim
was to defeat and destroy terrorists —
only terrorists — and, as far as possible,
not to touch either common folk or even
enemy soldiers. Our representative reg-
ularly informed the required channels of
our intent in this regard, because our mil-
itary action was against terrorists, and no
one else. 

That is the essence of the term dharmic,
i.e., ethical, distinct from merciless. In
contrast, Pakistan invariably does not care
whether civilians, women and children, old
or young, are hit or killed. It has chosen ter-
rorism as it is a cheap way of fighting a
superior India whose military might it can-
not match. 

Uniforms aren’t needed; ragtag outfits
can kill and escape accountability. If ter-
rorists are captured or killed, the sponsor-
ing country can safely disown the slain
individual. No contact is maintained with

the families of the
killed. All in all, from
the patrons’ point of
view, terrorists are
assets with few liabili-
ties. Pakistani infiltra-
tions, therefore, could
continue no matter
how poor the country’s
economy has become
in recent years. It is a
wonder that the coun-
try has managed to
remain a member of
the United Nations
Organisation (UNO),
which is generally seen

as a respectable global body. 
Not only that, Pakistan has once even

been the president of the Security Council
by a strange ‘rotating’ arrangement!
Fundamentally, anyone wise would agree
that the proper purpose of war should be
deriving as well as enjoying a lasting
peace. This means that such a war ought
to be a dharmic or an ethical one. In com-
mon parlance, the minimum expectation

would be that in such a combat, there
should be no hitting below the belt. 

In the Hindu view, no matter how eth-
ical the combat or hostilities are, the
killing of women and children is unthink-
able. The murdering of husbands in the
presence of their wives and children is even
worse, because, to a Hindu woman, her
husband’s life is more sacred than her own.
All this is so far as means go. 

As far as the ends are concerned, it
should not be the acquisition of another
country’s territory or assets to enrich
one’s own country. India’s experience of
invaders like Mahmud of Ghazni and
Muhammad Ghori has been detestable.
Ghori, an Afghan Turkic invader, was rout-
ed by the Hindu monarch of Delhi,
Prithviraj Chauhan, in the First Battle of
Tarain in 1191 AD, but his life was spared
by the Hindu victor. 

Ghori, instead of remembering his debt
to Maharaja Prithviraj Chauhan, attacked
again in 1192 AD. He managed to win the
Second Battle of Tarain but, far from show-
ing any gratitude for being let off alive the
previous time, had Prithviraj blinded and

murdered. This was the Islamic invader’s
‘gratitude’ towards a man who could 
have easily had him killed but chose to
spare his life.

Europe has over the centuries witnessed
many a war. The cruelties witnessed, espe-
cially in the intra-Christian wars (Catholic
versus Protestant, Orthodox versus non-
Orthodox) were harsh. 

World Wars I and II claimed up to 100
million people, soldiers and civilians.
WWI solved nothing; it only led to WWII,
which produced the infamous Cold War,
which ended in 1991 with the dissolution
of the Soviet Union, which formerly had
been the Czarist Russian Empire. Europe
is still at war. There are guidelines set out
by the Geneva Convention on how to treat
captured and/or wounded soldiers in war.

However, there are no ethical rules. The
concept of the dharmic has no place in the
European ethos. The difference between
the Hindu and Western/Abrahamic world-
views is stark.

The world of dharmic war
Unlike the Abrahamic tradition of conquest and domination, the Hindu approach to 

war — rooted in Dharma — seeks justice, not territory; balance, not revenge

ASHISH
MUNJAL
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How women are reshaping the future of business leadership

In an age where silence is complicity, Greta Thunberg has once again
placed herself at the forefront of a moral reckoning — this time not for
the climate, but for humanity. Her latest act of defiance is a brave and

urgent mission to breach Israel’s naval blockade of Gaza and deliver
humanitarian aid to a region ravaged by war, hunger, and despair. The
vessel Madleen, carrying Thunberg and 11 other activists, set sail from
Sicily with the goal of not only providing relief but also bearing witness to
the suffering that has become normalised in Gaza.

The Gaza Strip, home to over two million Palestinians, has been under
an Israeli-led land, air, and sea blockade since 2007. What began as a
measure to contain Hamas has, over the years, evolved into a systematic
form of collective punishment, trapping civilians in a nightmare of
restricted movement, economic stagnation, and relentless bombardment.
The ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas has repeatedly left Gaza’s
infrastructure in ruins, its people traumatised, and its future uncertain.
After the October 7, 2023 attacks by Hamas, Israel intensified its military
offensive, enforcing a “total blockade” for nearly three months. During this
period, food, fuel, and medical supplies were cut off almost entirely. While
some aid has trickled in since, international agencies warn of a looming
famine. According to the United Nations and other humanitarian groups,
Gaza’s children are starving, hospitals are collapsing, and entire
communities are without access to clean water. Greta Thunberg, known
globally for her fearless climate activism, has turned her attention to
Gaza’s humanitarian emergency with the same clarity and urgency.
Alongside fellow activists, including Brazilian social activist Thiago Ávila
and French Member of European Parliament Rima Hassan, Greta seeks to
defy the blockade and deliver critical supplies. Their journey is not only
symbolic — it is a desperate attempt to fill a moral void where world
leaders have failed. 

Defence Minister Israel Katz has declared that Madleen will not be
allowed to reach Gaza, calling Thunberg and her fellow activists
“antisemitic” and “Hamas propagandists.” But labelling humanitarians as
enemies does not negate the horror unfolding in Gaza. It only reveals the
depth of Israel’s moral detachment from the humanitarian consequences
of its siege. Greta Thunberg’s mission is not about politics — it is about
principle. When Governments dehumanise an entire population, it is the
duty of civil society to act. Her boat, carrying food, medicine, and dignity,
represents more than aid — it is a statement that the world is watching,
and that silence is no longer an option. She must be supported because
she is doing what international institutions have failed to: bring real
attention, real supplies, and real compassion to a suffering population.
Let us not forget: humanitarian aid is not a threat — it is a right. Greta
Thunberg’s journey to Gaza is not merely about a boat and some supplies.
It is about reclaiming our shared humanity. It is about saying no to
indifference. And in this moral struggle, we must stand with her — not just
in word, but in action.

Greta is on a mission to make world aware of the
pressing humanitarian crises of our time, siege of Gaza 

Greta Thunberg’s

humanitarian voyage

Assembly elections in Bihar
The assembly election in Bihar is due later this year, and
the new assembly will have to be constituted before
November 22. There is intense political activity in Bihar
with speculation about the final shape of rival alliances.
The BJP is not confident. The ‘jungle raj’ dig of the party
aims to remind people of the lawlessness during the 15
years between 1990 and 2005. The NDA coalition is find-
ing it difficult to respond to the 20 years of ‘jungle raj 2’
jibe between 2005 and 2025. The past few months in par-
ticular have witnessed daylight robberies, shootouts, kid-
napping of women and a brazen display of firearms. 

On June 2, Congress leader Alka Lamba, on a visit to
Patna, reminded the media of the extraordinarily high
number of incidents of sexual violence and killing of
minor girls in just the previous fortnight. The discomfi-
ture of the BJP has also increased after a C-Voter survey
this week showed Tejashwi Yadav leading the race as the
preferred chief minister with a 36.9 per cent approval rat-
ing. Nitish Kumar trailed at the second position, with an
approval rating of 18.4 per cent, with other contenders
behind him. Another point to note is that the Prime
Minister’s appeal is seemingly not as strong as earlier, with
people recalling his failed promises and calling out the
tall claims made by the BJP in manifestos before assem-
bly elections in 2015 and 2019. 

BHAGWAN THADANI|MUMBAI

An eye opener for all
In a landmark moment for disability representation in the
legal field, a visually impaired lawyer appeared in a case
before the Supreme Court on June 6.

In what is believed to be the first instance of a blind
woman advocate appearing before the Supreme Court,
Anchal Bhatheja, who was born with low vision due to
birth complications and later lost her eyesight complete-
ly due to retinopathy of prematurity, represented a peti-
tioner in a case. 

She lost her vision entirely just before her board exam-
inations. She, however, completed her schooling with the
help of audiobooks and became the first blind CLAT aspi-
rant to get admission into the National Law School of
India, Bengaluru. 

She completed her law degree in 2023. In her first
appearance before the Supreme Court, Batheja represent-
ed a petitioner challenging the constitutionality of the
Advertisement dated 16.05.2025 issued for recruitment
to the Uttarakhand Judicial Service Civil Judge (Junior
Division). 

The petitioner is a person with 100 per cent visual
impairment.When there’s a huge pendency of cases even
in the Apex Court, the initiative of this young lawyer can
become an eye-opener for the judiciary to emulate her
as a glorious example in the legal field.

A P THIRUVADI|CHENNAI

The woman beneath the bridge
As work on the arch design progressed, a massive 476-
metre span Professor Madhavi Latha ensured the foun-
dation and slope stabilisation matched the immense loads
the structure would carry.

It wasn’t just rock and concrete. It was about ensur-
ing decades of endurance through rain, snow, windstorms,
and even potential earthquakes. Her work, though
behind the scenes, became the bedrock of the project’s
integrity. The iconic steel arch that now defines the Chenab
Bridge stands proud not just because of its metalwork,
but because someone had read the ground, listened to the
Earth, and planned every bolt with precision.

Even as she worked on the Chenab Bridge, Prof
Madhavi Latha never stopped being a teacher. Her stu-
dents at IISc remember how she’d take overnight flights
from Kashmir to make it to morning lectures. How she’d
bring real-world problems into the classroom and
inspire young Indians, especially girls, to believe that engi-
neering wasn’t just about textbooks, but about shaping a
nation’s destiny. 

When the Chenab Bridge was finally completed and
trains prepared to run, the world applauded the achieve-
ment. She proved that bridges aren’t just built with iron;
they are built with vision, conviction, and indomitable
human spirit.

CK SUBRAMANIAM|MUMBAI
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(The writer is a former Member of Rajya Sabha and a
well-known columnist. Views are personal)                

(The author is Co-Founder and CEO of Sunstone. 
Views are personal)

Macaques cool off in a pond on a hot summer day, 
in New Delhi. PTI

PIC TALK

Chief Justice of India BR Gavai’s
attempts to enhance the image of
the judiciary are commendable. He

has taken steps to reform the judiciary
since he assumed office. His attempts to
bring transparency, commitment and
accountability to the judiciary are
certainly appreciable.

The most praiseworthy step taken by
the CJI is the public declaration of assets
and properties by the judges of the
Supreme Court, including the Chief
Justice himself. Such declarations help
restore the trust of people in the
judiciary. Another significant declaration
is that the CJI and some of his
colleagues won’t accept post-retirement
positions from the Central Government. 

This is significant in the context where
many former Chief Justices and judges
have accepted positions from the
Government. It raises questions about
the ethical rightness of the judiciary. Live
streaming of all Constitution bench
cases is another significant move. It will

help the public understand judicial
processes and dispel suspicion about
the judgement of cases. Despite all
these measures, corruption still lingers
in the judiciary. The case of Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Delhi High Court
serves as a reminder. That a judge 
can be removed only through
impeachment shows the deficiency of
the judicial system. 

However, a motion will be tabled in
the next session of Parliament to
impeach Justice Yashwant Varma. From
declaring judges’ assets to refusing post-
retirement positions and live-streaming
Constitutional cases, these actions help
rebuild public confidence. However,
cases like that of Justice Yashwant
Varma remind us that corruption still
casts a shadow. The upcoming
impeachment motion highlights the need
for deeper systemic reforms to ensure
the judiciary remains ethical,
independent, and above reproach.

VENU GS|KOLLAM 

CJI REFORMS AIM TO RESTORE
PUBLIC TRUST IN JUDICIARY

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



By 2030, the world will face an unprecedent-
ed workforce shortage of nearly 50 million
in developed economies such as the United
States, Germany, Japan, South Korea, Canada,

the United Kingdom, and Australia. A 
recent Global Access to Talent from India (GATI)
foundation report indicates that this deficit could 
soar to 250 million by 2050 due to an ageing popu-
lation, declining birth rates, and shrinking domes-
tic talent pools. 

While automation and artificial intelligence (AI)
may offer some solutions, the pace of technological
substitution will not keep up with the demand for
human capital from ageing industrial economies. In
this context, India has a significant advantage with
its demographic dividend of over 900 million work-
ing-age individuals, which is often seen as our great-
est asset but could also become a demographic bur-
den. To address this challenge, developing the
largest pool of skilled and semi-skilled youth and
India’s established reputation for adaptability and com-
petence could serve as a vital solution.

India exports around 700,000 of its workforce over-
seas each year, primarily to sectors such as health-
care, transportation, technology, and hospitality.
However, this number could increase to 2.5 million
annually with an integrated national plan. Such
growth in India’s workforce exports would not only
help meet global demand. 

But also, it could generate up to $300 billion in
annual remittances — more than double the current
$129 billion, which ranks India at the top globally.
This makes foreign employment a key pillar of India’s
global economic outreach. 
Global Demand Hotspots 
The GATI report indicates that 20 nations will account
for nearly 90 per cent of the projected global work-
force shortage. The United
States will require 11 to 12 mil-
lion additional workers, fol-
lowed by the United
Kingdom (5 to 6 million),
South Korea, Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech
Republic (4 to 5 million
each), Germany and Russia
(3 to 4 million each), and
Japan (2 to 3 million). 
Other countries, including
Canada, Australia, the Gulf
states, Taiwan, the
Netherlands, Austria, and
Italy, will each need an addi-
tional 1 to 2 million workers.
Additionally, smaller but high-income nations such
as Singapore, Romania, Bulgaria, and Hong Kong will
experience shortages ranging from 0.5 to 1 million. 
The demand is apparent, and India is poised to meet
it head-on.
Low to High Skills, All in Demand

The estimated global demand, 70 per cent will be for
medium — and low-skilled jobs: approximately 18
to 20 million for low-skilled positions, 6 to 8 million
for medium-skilled roles, and 10 to 12 million for
high-skilled jobs. Therefore, India’s policy must align
workforce training with this demand matrix. 
The challenge is not just to send more workers abroad
but to align the right skills with the right locations
and industries. A new approach to migration should
focus on three key strategies: unleashing global
demand, enhancing domestic supply, and building
a resilient long-term migration ecosystem. 
Scaling up Skills 
Regarding demand, India must actively engage with
destination countries to harmonise skill certifications
and expedite mutual recognition agreements. To scale
up skills on the supply side, India needs to invest sig-
nificantly in enhancing technical education, soft skills,
and foreign language training, particularly in coun-
tries like Japan and Germany, where language pro-
ficiency is crucial. Key strategies to overcome these
barriers include school-level language exposure,
industry-centric training, and efficient grievance
redressal systems. Some forward-thinking state
Governments are already making progress; for
instance, certain Delhi Government schools have
started offering Japanese as a language option and
states like Telangana are pioneering returnee integra-
tion programs. 

However, these efforts require a nationwide

approach and coordination. It is time for India to
establish a centralised agency for global workforce
mobility, similar to the Department of Migrant
Workers in the Philippines or the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Training in Bangladesh.
Such an organisation could unite all stakeholders —
ministries, state Governments, skill councils, recruit-
ment agencies, and industry bodies — to coordinate
recruitment, ensure ethical migration practices, and
monitor global demand in real-time. Equally impor-
tant is developing financial support options for migra-
tion to help cover travel, training, and placement
expenses, particularly for low and middle-income
workers. The country also needs robust welfare sys-
tems to protect Indian workers abroad and facilitate
grievance redressal and reintegration support for
returnees. Additionally, it is essential to continuous-
ly map and focus on high-demand sectors for Indian
talent. Beyond the traditionally prominent fields of
healthcare, hospitality, domestic work, and logistics,
India should also concentrate on emerging sectors
such as green jobs in renewable energy, infrastruc-
ture development, digital public goods, and sustain-
ability-linked startups, where skill gaps rapidly
widen worldwide. 
Addressing Migration Barriers 
Despite progress, several challenges remain: Indian
qualifications are often not globally recognised, and
workers face high migration costs along with risks
of exploitation by unscrupulous agents. The politi-

cal discourse surrounding immigration remains con-
tentious in countries such as the US, Canada, and
Australia, with much of the opposition focusing on
illegal migration. However, skilled, structured, and
lawful migration is a top priority for most developed
economies, not out of goodwill, but due to econom-
ic necessity. These countries require sufficiently skilled
staff to sustain growth, support ageing populations,
and maintain critical public services. This is where
India, with its youthful population and expanding
training infrastructure, can position itself as a cred-
ible global partner.
Diplomatic Push
Several initiatives have already been launched. For
instance, Germany is expanding its Skilled Worker
Visa program, while Japan has increased the categories
of apprenticeship visas available for Indians. 
There are ongoing discussions with Eastern European
countries regarding recognising Indian driving
licenses. Meanwhile, India is signing Government-
to-Government migration agreements with countries
such as Australia, Austria, Denmark, Italy, and the
UK. Through the Young Professionals Scheme, up to
3,000 Indians each year can reside and work in the
UK for two years. 
Eight-Point Strategy 
India must implement an eight-point agenda to
address these challenges effectively. First, it is essen-
tial to strengthen institutional coordination between
central and state Governments. Second, a national
migration agency should be established, incorporat-
ing international best practices. 
Third, skill certification requirements need to align
with global standards. Fourth, a national industry
association should be created to oversee and facili-
tate international mobility. Fifth, frameworks for
migrant financing and insurance should be developed.
Sixth, a new regulatory system must be implement-
ed to monitor recruitment agencies and prevent
exploitation. Seventh, support for the reintegration
of returnees should be enhanced. Finally, bilateral and
multilateral agreements must safeguard labour rights
and welfare. 
The Way Forward 
The developed world does not require capital; it
requires skilled, mobile, and motivated individuals.
As ageing economies seek workforce support, India
is uniquely positioned to provide this talent. With a
cohesive strategy, legal and ethical frameworks, and
a visionary approach, India can become the world’s
hub for credible, trained, and empowered individu-
als. The next wave of growth will not be driven by
capital or commodities but by a capable workforce.

The announcement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at World Audio Visual &
Entertainment Summit-WAVES 2025 in

Mumbai last month to establish the Indian Institute
of Creative Technology (IICT) is not just an only
budgetary provision but a firm determination and
bold declaration of the leadership with intent — “Na
ruka hai, na rukega, ye desh hamesha aage hi bade-
ga”. The allocation of ̀ 400 crore for setting up IICT
in Mumbai signals to the world that India is ready
to lead in creativity, innovation, and digital 
transformation. 

The WAVES 2025 was a celebration of artistic
excellence that brought together the nation’s dream-
ers and creators. In addition to recognising their tal-
ent, the event honoured a diverse group of innova-
tors and storytellers, demonstrating the leadership’s
strong commitment to creating new opportunities
for the country’s creative economy. Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly put it that IICT will catal-
yse a new kind of economy rooted in imagination,
technology, and cultural strength.

More than just an event, WAVES 2025
reflects our identity and roots. As tech-
nology changes how we create and share
stories, this year’s theme encourages us
to stay connected to our heritage. It’s
about making room for every voice,
every story, and every tradition-while
keeping creativity fair, accessible, and
ethical. WAVES 2025 stands for a future
that blends innovation with identity. 

It invites us to grow while staying true
to who we are, letting our history guide
and inspire the stories of tomorrow. As
we move forward, supporting local
ideas, traditions, and cultural expressions
alongside modern creativity is just as
important. More than an academic institution, IICT
is poised to become a national launchpad for imag-
ination. It aligns with the aspirations of millions of
young Indians who don’t just want to consume glob-
al digital content but are ready to create, lead, and
shape it. With the right infrastructure and leader-
ship vision, IICT offers a platform to translate raw
talent into global — class innovation. In the age of
innovation, creativity is the new capital — and India
is investing in its brightest minds.This announce-
ment comes at a pivotal time. During the YUGM
Conclave in April this year, the Prime Minister
emphasised a simple yet powerful truth: We have
limited time and resources, but there is much to
achieve. IICT represents a strategic response to this
urgency — an ambitious leap toward a high-growth,
innovation-led economy. This is more than an insti-
tution; it is a movement — a call for creators to rise,
build, and lead from the front. Importantly, the evo-
lution from ‘Kala’ (art) to Code, showcased at
WAVES 2025, unites technology, storytelling, scrip-
ture, science, and script into one integrated nation-
al vision. This journey isn’t just cultural — it is eco-

nomic. Through AR and VR, ancient knowledge is
not only preserved but repurposed. These technolo-
gies are being used not only to bring scriptures alive
but also to assist in complex medical surgeries, help-
ing doctors plan better and make safer decisions.

This transformation also highlights a deeper truth:
creativity is foundational to success in key sectors
like education, healthcare, and advanced manufac-
turing. Creative thinking drives human — centred
solutions, whether it’s the design of digital class-
rooms, intuitive medical tools, or smart factories.
IICT recognises this and places creative capacity at
the core of India’s future growth model.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called WAVES
2025 a wave of “culture, creativity, and universal con-
nection”. He urged the young people to tell the world
the “1 billion untold stories.” With its enormous pop-
ulation, he emphasised, India is a “land of a billion-
plus stories,” rich in sports, science, culture, and other
fields. “When the world is looking for new ways of
storytelling, India has a history of stories which is

timeless and thought-provoking,” he said,
calling on the WAVES platform to carry this

legacy forward globally. Highlighting the
global appeal of Indian narratives, he
noted that “foreign audiences are watch-
ing Indian content through subtitles” and
spoke of the growing influence of OTT
platforms: “Screen size is small but the
scope is huge. Screen is micro but
growth is significant.”

IICT will also be the first-of-its-kind
institution where storytelling trans-
forms from a cultural tradition into a
thriving economic avenue. In India, sto-
rytelling isn’t just entertainment — it’s
heritage. From the heartfelt “Dadi-Nani
ki kahaniyan” to the moral — rich tales

passed through generations, storytelling has always
been the soul of Indian wisdom. But in today’s fast-
paced digital era, this chapter of our cultural lega-
cy is at risk of fading. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision is not to preserve heritage through nos-
talgia but to anchor it in opportunity. As he right-
ly observed, “In today’s world, only that which cre-
ates value can sustain visibility.” IICT transforms her-
itage from memory into prosperity by turning sto-
rytelling into a technology — supported profession.

The Government of India’s decision to prioritise
the creative economy is among the most futuristic
and visionary acts of leadership. The policy of
“Virasat Bhi, Vikas Bhi” is not only poetic but pow-
erful. To survive in today’s competitive world, imag-
ination must not just be preserved; it must be
empowered and rewarded. IICT is that empower-
ment. From idea to execution, India is investing in
its creative, digital, and cultural future. The future
isn’t waiting, and neither is India.

Those who had predicted that Chirag
Paswan would contest from a reserved seat
were proven wrong when it  was

announced that he would enter the Bihar
Assembly elections from a general seat. The Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) has officially decid-
ed that Chirag Paswan will contest from an unre-
served constituency — a significant political
move, marking his first foray into state assem-
bly politics. A resolution confirming this was
passed at a party meeting, and now Chirag is
poised to establish his own political turf — ready,
like Hanuman, for a trial by fire.

What prompted this bold decision? A signif-
icant undercurrent of pressure seems to be at
play. The recent meeting between former LJP MP
Pashupati Kumar Paras and Prince Raj Paswan
with Union Home Minister Amit Shah has
undoubtedly raised the political temperature for
Chirag. During the last session of Parliament,
Chirag made several statements that seemed at
odds with the BJP’s stance — on issues such as
the creamy layer in reservations, lateral appoint-
ments, and the Waqf Board Amendment Act,
2024. His assertive tone unexpectedly invigorat-
ed the INDIA bloc, sparking speculation about
a potential political shift in Bihar.

In response, the BJP appeared to send a sub-
tle message — neither Pashupati Paras nor
Prince Raj is off-limits. The saffron
party held individual meetings with
several LJP MPs, leaving Chirag visi-
bly unsettled. Even MPs close to the
Paswan family were forced to issue
clarifications. Meanwhile, RJD MLA
Mukesh Roshan claimed that the BJP
was in touch with three of Chirag’s
MPs. It seemed like an orchestrated
pressure tactic by the BJP — an indi-
rect attempt to rein in Chirag and
remind him of the options available to
them.

According to Sangh sources, the BJP
prefers the LJP to remain united under a single
umbrella. They believe that splitting the Paswan
vote through multiple factions could weaken its
effectiveness. Yet, the BJP has always been adept
at quiet, incremental consolidation. In the Lok
Sabha elections, Pashupati Paras was appeased
with promises, while Upendra Kushwaha was
accommodated in the Rajya Sabha. Now, Paras
has his hopes pinned on the 2025 assembly elec-
tions — but he also knows that neither the BJP
nor JDU is likely to sacrifice seats to accommo-
date him separately.

In the upcoming NDA seat — sharing
arrangement, both Chirag and Paras will have
to find a way to coexist within the limited num-
ber of seats allocated to LJP. If they fail to rec-
oncile, it could deepen the rift and weaken the
alliance. A splintered LJP — with Rashtriya Lok

Janshakti Party (Paras faction) potentially field-
ing candidates against Chirag — might end up
damaging the NDA by splitting the Paswan vote.

There’s also a looming risk that the
Paras faction could drift toward the

INDIA bloc.
This possibility gains traction

considering that Chirag Paswan
faces opposition from within his
extended family. RJD leader and
Ram Vilas Paswan’s son-in-law, Anil
Kumar Sadhu, often targets Chirag
publicly. In the Congress camp,
Sunny Paswan — son of Nitish
Kumar’s minister Maheshwar Hazari
— is also gearing up to challenge
Chirag. Former Samastipur MP
Prince Raj Paswan, too, could

emerge as a contender.
Despite these tensions, Pashupati Paras has

indicated that he’s open to reconciliation. In
media statements, he has hinted that the rela-
tionship with his nephew can be mended,
famously saying, “Blood is blood.” Paras has even
expressed this wish to the NDA leadership. But
Chirag has remained firm. In interviews, he has
reminded everyone how Paras had once broken
away with MPs from Ram Vilas Paswan’s orig-
inal party and evicted him from the party office
founded by his father. At that time, Chirag
remarked, Paras saw neither his nephew nor his
own brother’s son.

This political and personal tug-of-war is
emblematic of a deeper struggle within Bihar’s
NDA ranks. Some believe the BJP is engaged in
damage control, attempting to keep both factions

of the LJP under a manageable umbrella.
During the Lok Sabha elections, it was Pashupati
Paras who bore the brunt of this internal cold
war — losing both his ministerial berth and MPs.
When he asked for a ticket for his ally Sunil
Pandey in the Tarari bypoll, BJP denied the
request.

Still, during his recent meeting with Amit
Shah, Paras reiterated his party’s commitment
to supporting the NDA in the 2025 assembly
elections. Yet, his political future remains uncer-
tain, caught between fading influence and lim-
ited bargaining power.

Historically, LJP’s performance in state elec-
tions has been inconsistent. In 2015, when it was
part of the NDA, it contested 42 seats and won
only two. In 2020, when Chirag went solo, the
party contested 143 seats but won just one. The
2025 assembly elections will be the first time LJP
contests as part of a broader NDA coalition that
includes BJP, JDU, HAM, and RLM. BJP and
JDU are expected to contest an equal number
of seats — perhaps 100 each — leaving limited
space for allies like LJP. 

Currently, a political “Laxman Rekha” has
been drawn: Chirag Paswan’s brother-in-law has
been appointed Chairman of the SC
Commission, and Jitan Ram Manjhi’s son-in-law
as Vice-Chairman-indicating NDA’s effort to bal-
ance caste dynamics and internal ambitions. But
the road to 2025 remains rocky, with family rival-
ries, alliance tensions, and a changing electoral
map all in play.

Chirag Paswan’s political chess:
General seat, BJP and family feud
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The developed world does not require capital; it requires skilled, mobile, and motivated individuals. With a cohesive strategy,
legal and ethical frameworks, and a visionary approach; with its young workforce India can become the world’s hub for skilled individual exports
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IICT: India’s Bold Leap into the
Creative Future at WAVES 2025

INDIA EXPORTS AROUND 700,000
OF ITS WORKFORCE OVERSEAS

EACH YEAR, PRIMARILY TO
SECTORS SUCH AS HEALTHCARE,
TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY,

AND HOSPITALITY. HOWEVER, THIS
NUMBER COULD INCREASE TO 2.5

MILLION ANNUALLY WITH AN
INTEGRATED NATIONAL PLAN
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I, No. 15793258W, 
Rank Hav, PARMAR 
PRAVINSINH BHURSINH 
of unit 131AD REGT C/o 56 
APO aged about 36 years, 
occupation Services, 
Residing At. Letar, Ta. 
Kapadwanj, Dist. Kheda 
declare that I have 
changed my daughter's 
DISHITABEN Name of form 
old Birth Certificate name is 
going on as DISHITA to 
DISHITABEN PRAVINSINH 
PARMAR due to incorrect. 

I, Kirna Devi Aadhar 
No.6944 0822 0988 C/O 
Ravi Kumar R/o 2673, 
Sunny Enclave, Jhungian 
Road, Gali No.06, Kharar, 
SAS Nagar Mohali- 
140301, declare that I have 
changed my name Kirana 
Devi to Kirna Devi. That 
Kirana Devi and Kirna Devi 
names belong to the one 
and same person. 

I, Dharm Singh S/o Lal 
Singh R/o H. No. 529 A/12, 
Gali No. 05, Near Suraj 
Valding Store, Vinod Nagar, 
Mill Gate, Hisar Distt. Hisar 
Haryana 125001 declare 
that I have changed my 
minor daughter name from 
Khushbu to Muskan for 
future purpose. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o 
Maan Singh village 
Kanthala, Pehowa, 
Kurukshetra Have changed 
my given name Mukesh 
surname Kumar. 

I, Sandeep Kaur w/o 
Mukesh Kumar village 
Kanthala, Pehowa, 
Kurukshetra Have changed 
my name Sandeep. 

I, Rohit son of Shri 
Vipin Kumar resident of 
EWS flats House No. 
4835/C, sector 38 West, 
Chandigarh, have changed 
my name from Rohit to 
Fateh Singh. 

I, Bikkar Alias Bikkram 
Singh s/o Dilbag r/o Vill. 
Ballowal Saunkhari, Po. 
Takarla, Teh. Balachaur, 
SBS Nagar-144521, 
Punjab have changed my 
name to Bikkar. 

I, Kashmir Kaur Alias 
Kashmiro Devi w/o Dilbag 
r/o Vill. Ballowal Saunkhari, 
Po. Takarla, Teh. 
Balachaur, SBS Nagar-
144521, Punjab have 
changed my name to 
Kashmir Kaur. 

I, Hardeep Kaur 
Sandhu W/o Kesar Singh 
Sandhu R/o VPO. Laroya, 
Teh. Nawanshahr, Distt. 
SBS Nagar, Punjab have 
changed the name of minor 
son Harmehtab Singh Gill 
to Harmehtab Singh. 

I, Jaspal Sachdeva 
S/o Harbans Lal r/o VPO. 
Uggi, Teh. Nakodar, Distt. 
Jalandhar- 144623, Punjab 
have changed my name to 
Given name as Jaspal and 
Surname as Sachdeva. 

I, Kajal w/o Jaspal 
Sachdeva r/o VPO. Uggi, 
Teh. Nakodar, Distt. 
Jalandhar- 144623, Punjab 
have added my surname 
from Kajal to Kajal 
Sachdeva. 

I, Baram Dass s/o 
Mathra Dass r/o H.No. 231, 
Gali No. 7, Nizatam Nagar,  
Jalandhar, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Baram Dass to Braham 
Das. 

I, Manveer Singh S/o 
Joga Singh R/o VPO. 
Nangal Kalan, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Manveer Singh to Singh 
Manveer (Surname as 
Singh) 

I, Rajandeep Singh 
S/o Amrik Singh R/o H.No. 
72, Ward No.10, VPO. 
Garhdiwala, Tehsil Dasuya, 
Distt.Hoshiarpur, Punjab 
have changed my name 
from Rajandeep Singh to 
Singh Rajandeep 
(Surname as Singh) 

I, Satvinder Singh S/o 
S. Harbhajan Singh R/o 
Gali No. 62, Back Side 
Sekho Farm Garden 
Colony, Khurla, Jalandhar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name Satvinder Singh Alias 
Sukhwinder Singh to 
Sukhwinder Singh. 

I Balvinder Kaur Bhatti 
W/O Sukhmander Singh 
Bhatti R/O Patti Babe Ki 
Vpo. Chakar Tehsil Jagraon 
Distt. Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Balwinder Kaur. 

I Rita Sharma W/O 
Ramesh Kumar R/O Vpo. 
Ram Colony Camp District 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 
Changed My Name From 
Rita Sharma To Ritta 
Sharma. 

I Gurpreet Singh S/O 
Harbhajan Singh R/O Vpo. 
Bham Tehsil Garhshankar 
District Hoshiarpur Punjab 
Declared That My Given 
Name As Gurpreet And 
Surname As Singh. 

I Sandeep Saini S/O 
Hardev Singh R/O Vpo. 
Jaja District Hoshiarpur 
Declared That My Minor 
Son Jasjit Singh Given 
Name As Jasjit And 
Surname As Singh. 

I Rajinder Kaur W/O 
Baljit Ram R/O Vill. 
Talwandi Kango P.O. 
Sham Chaurasi 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare 
That My Given Name As 
Rajinder And Surname As 
Kaur. 

I Jagdev Singh S/O 
Gurmukh Singh R/O Vill. 
Chakri District Gurdaspur 
Punjab Declared That My 
Given Name As Jagdev 
And Surname As Singh. 

I Sharanjeet Kaur D/O 
Yogkaran Singh R/O 
H.No.139 Ajit Nagar 
Aslamabad Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Declared That My 
Given Name As Sharanjeet 
And Surname As Kaur. 

I Manjeet Kaur W/O 
Yog Karan Singh R/O 
H.No.139 Ajit Nagar 
Aslamabad Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Declared That My 
Given Name As Manjeet 
And Surname As Kaur. 

I Sub (Serv) No 
Jc501701L Surmakh Singh 
S/O Mohinder Singh 
Village Lakhmipur, Po 
Rangilpur, Tehsil 
(Rupnagar) Punjab. Have 
Changed My Son's Name 
Kamalveer Singh To 
Kamalvir Singh. 

I, Abhishek Singla S/o 
Sh. Vinod Singla R/o. 
H.No. 45, Arya Nagar, 
Forest office Road, 
Assandh Road, Distt 
Panipat declare that I have 
changed my name  
Abhishek to Abhishek 
Singla, for all future 
purposes. 

I, Usha Devi spouse of 
No.4194603A Hav Shiv 
Kumar resident of Village- 
Masotha, Post-  Akbarpur, 
Tehsil- Akbarpur, District- 
Kanpur Dehat, State- Uttar 
Pradesh, Pin-209101, 
have changed my name 
from Usha Devi to Usha 
Yadav Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB42711764630692X 
dated 07 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Neeraj Kumar 
resident of Village- 
Muradpur, Post- Muradpur, 
Tehsil- Rajouri, District- 
Rajouri, State- J&K, have 
changed my Father name 
from Sham Lal Rattan  to 
Sham Lal Vide affidavit 
No.IN-
PB41041908441688X 
dated 02 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Neeraj Kumar 
resident of Village- 
Muradpur, Post- Muradpur, 
Tehsil- Rajouri, District- 
Rajouri, State- J&K, have 
changed my mother name 
from Prmila Devi to Primla 
Kumari Vide affidavit 
No.IN-
PB41042338403484X 
dated 02 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Nachhatar Kaur 
Mother of No.JC-511438Y 
Sub Jaswinder Singh 
resident of Village- Manna, 
Post- Meemsa, Tehsil- 
Dhuri, District-  Sangrur, 
State- Punjab, Pin-148024, 
have changed my name 
from Nachhtar Kaur to 
Nachhatar Kaur Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB42744562632723X 
dated 07 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, No.JC-406875A 
NB/Sub Ravindra Kumar 
Sharma resident of Village- 
Shekhpur Mam, Post- 
Bichhat Sujanpur, Tehsil- 
Sikandrabad, District- 
Bulandshahr, State- Uttar 
Pradesh, Pin-203203, 
have changed my Father 
name & DOB from Brij 
Mohan Sharma to 
Brajmohan Sharma and 
date of birth from 01 July 
1951 to 02 Oct 1957 Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB43127453046354X 
dated 09 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15616835H CHM 
Avtar Singh resident of 
52/25, Hargobind Avenue, 
Post- Gumtala, Tehsil- 
Amritsar, District- Amritsar, 
State- Punjab, Pin-143008, 
have changed my son 
name from Sahajdeep 
Singh to Sehajdeep Singh 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB42712659323629X 
dated 07 June 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, K JAYARAMAN 
father of J MANIVANNAN 
resident of  DOOR NO – 
1/154, STREET – 
ALAMARA, VILL – 
VILUNDHAKKAL, POST – 
LATTERI, TALUK – 
KATPADI, DISTT- 
VELLORE, STATE – TAMIL 
NADU, PIN 632202, have 
changed my date of birth 
from 01/07/1957 (Old DOB) 
to  01/01/1956 (New DOB, 
vide Affidavit dated 09 Jun 
2025 sworn before Notary 
Public Satpal, Pathankot.  
Please correct. 

I, J JANAKI Mother of J 
MANIVANNAN resident of  
DOOR NO – 1/154, 
STREET – ALAMARA, VILL 
– VILUNDHAKKAL, POST 
– LATTERI, TALUK – 
KATPADI, DISTT- 
VELLORE, STATE – TAMIL 
NADU, PIN 632202, have 
changed my date of birth 
from 01/07/1967 (Old DOB) 
to 01/08/1965 (New DOB), 
vide Affidavit dated 09 Jun 
2025 sworn before Notary 
Public Satpal, Pathankot.  
Please correct it. 

I, J SHENBAGAM Wife 
of J MANIVANNAN resident 
of  DOOR NO – 1/154, 
STREET – ALAMARA, VILL 
– VILUNDHAKKAL, POST 
– LATTERI, TALUK – 
KATPADI, DISTT- 
VELLORE, STATE – TAMIL 
NADU, PIN 632202, have 
changed my date of birth 
from 15/02/1989 (Old DOB) 
to 15/02/1988 (New DOB), 
vide Affidavit dated 09 Jun 
2025 sworn before Notary 
Public Satpal, Pathankot.  
Please correct it. 

I, BHANWRI DEVI am 
Mother of Army No: 
16021161Y Rank: Hav 
Name-Balbeer Kumar 
Presently Posted At Unit: 8 
RAJRIF C/o 56 APO 
Permanent Address: Dhani 
Charan, VTC:Kaliyasar, 
PO:Kaliasar, Dist: 
Jhunjhunun, State: 
Rajasthan-331026 declare 
that I have changed my 
name from BHANWRI DEVI 
to BHANWARI and Also 
Correct my Date of birth 
from 01/01/1966 to 
01/01/1970. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 901818,dated: 
09/06/2025 

I, LACCHU RAM is 
Father of Army No: 
16021161Y Rank: Hav 
Name-Balbeer Kumar 
Presently Posted At Unit: 8 
RAJRIF C/o 56 APO 
Permanent Address: Dhani 
Charan, VTC:Kaliyasar, 
PO:Kaliasar, Dist: 
Jhunjhunun, State: 
Rajasthan-331026 declare 
that I have Correct My Date 
of Birth from 01/01/1967 to 
01/01/1969. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 901819, dated: 
09/06/2025 

I, KUMARI RUMAN 
KUMARI am legally 
Wedded Spouse of Army 
No: 14874493Y Rank: Sep 
Name: Avinash Pandey 
Permanent Address: Gram: 
Ledari, Post-Chhotka 
Amaon, Ledari, Kaimur 
(Bhabua), Bihar-821106 
declare that I have changed 
My Name from KUMARI 
RUMAN KUMARI to KM 
RUMAN KUMARI. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 901817, 
Dated: 09/06/2025 

I SANJEEV KUMAR 
SHARMA S/o Sh. Baldev 
Krishan Sharma R/o House 
No. 146, Sant Baba Kartar 
Singh Colony, Shampura, 
Tehsil & District Ropar 
(Rupnagar), Punjab,have 
changed my name to 
Sanjeev Sharma 

I, Priyanka Yadav 
spouse of No.15738583W 
NK Apresh Yadav resident 
of Village- Pindra, Post- 
Chanpi, Tehsil- Satbarwa, 
District- Palamu, State- 
Jharkhand, Pin-822126, 
have changed my name 
from Priyanka Yadav to 
Priyanka Kumari Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB32874272488172X 
dated 28 May 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, KULJINDER SINGH 
S/O CHANDGI RAM R/O 
RAJ NAGAR COLONY 
JIND, TEHSIL AND DISTT 
JIND, HARYANA-126102 
declare that name of mine, 
my wife and my son has 
been wrongly written as 
KULJINDER, KUSUM AND 
ANISH in my son 
Educational Certificate. The 
actual name of mine is 
KULJINDER SINGH, my 
WIFE name is KUSUM 
DEVI AND MY SON NAME 
IS ANISH SINGH 
respectively which may be 
amended accordingly. It is 
certified that I have 
complied with other legal 
requirements in this 
connection. 

I Inderjeet Singh 
Farmah S/O Amar Singh 
R/O Mohalla Pir Bakash, 
Zira, Distt.Ferozepur, 
Punjab-142047 Have 
Changed My Name As 
Inderjeet Singh. 

I Manohar Lal Sharma 
S/o Piare Lal of 252/6 
Central Town Jalandhar 
declare that my son 
changed his name Deepak 
to Deepak Sharma . 

I Saranjeet Kaur D/o 
Surjit Singh R/o Vill 
Bakshiwala Teh Rajpura 
Distt Patiala changed 
name as Sharanpreet Kaur 
and my father correct 
name is Surjit Singh. 

I Jagdeep Singh 
Sidhu Brar S/o Bagga 
Singh R/o Village 
Bambiha, PO Janghi 
Rana, Bathinda, Distt. 
Bathinda-151401 have 
changed my name to 
Jagdeep Singh. 

I Gurinder Singh Sibia 
S/o Malkit Singh R/o 
Ramgarh Sibian 
(Ludhiana) have changed 
my name to Gurinder 
Singh. 

I Jasbir Kaur Sibia 
W/o Gurinder Singh  R/o 
Ramgarh Sibian 
(Ludhiana) have changed 
my name to Jasbir Kaur. 

I Tanveer Singh Sibia 
S/o Gurinder Singh  R/o 
Ramgarh Sibian 
(Ludhiana) have changed 
my name to Tanveer 
Singh. 

I, Chetan Kumar S/o 
Nirmal Kumar, R/o Tajpur 
Road Raikot (LDN) have 
changed my name to 
Kumar Chetan. 

I Jugraj Singh S/O 
Santokh Singh R/O Vill 
Behal Fattu Tehsil Zira 
District Ferozepur Has 
changed my name to 
Jugraj Singh Jossan. 

I, Hitherto Known as 
Satish Chand S/o Sain 
Dass R/o Village Dohar Po 
Talwara Tehsil Mukerian 
Distt Hoshiarpur Punjab 
144216 have changed my 
name and shall hereafter 
be known as Satish Chand 
Dadwal. 

I Satnam Singh S/o 
Gurdeep Singh R/o 
Bassian (Ludhiana) have 
changed my name to 
Satnam(Name) Singh 
(Sirname). 

I Mahinder Kaur W/o 
No 6904257K Ex Hav 
Santokh Singh R/o H.No-
173,Bhim Nagar (Raowali) 
PO Nurpur Tehsil & Distt 
Jalandhar Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Mahinder Kaur to 
Mohinder Kaur.  

I, Shalley Bansal W/o 
Ajay Kumar R/o St.No.1/A, 
Jagat Colony, Lalheri 
Road, Khanna (Ludhiana) 
have changed my name to 
Shalley. 

I, Kulwinder Singh 
S/o Paramjit Singh R/o 
Village Rasulra, Tehsil 
Khanna (Ludhiana) have 
changed my name to 
Talwinder Singh. 

I, Amarjit Singh Bhatti 
S/o Charan Singh R/o 
Village Kauri, Tehsil 
Khanna (Ludhiana) have 
changed my name to 
Amarjit Singh. 

I, Devinder Kaur W/o 
Amarjit Singh R/o Village 
Kauri, Tehsil Khanna 
(Ludhiana) have changed 
my name to Davinder 
Kaur. 

I, Harpal Singh 
Chahal S/o Puran Singh 
R/o Village Dalla 
(Ludhiana) have changed 
my name to Harpal Singh. 

I, Baljit Singh Mangat 
S/o Balwinder Singh R/o 
99, Swaddi Khurd, Po. 
Bodalwala (Ludhiana) 
have changed my name to 
Baljit Singh. 

I Gorav S/o  Balwinder 
pal, R/O village miani , 
ward number -6 ,Tehsil 
Tanda district Hoshiarpur 
Punjab have change my 
name to Gorav Gorav. 

I Ranjeet Singh Kainth 
S/o Balwinder Singh R/o 
Vpo Panjgrain Kalan 
(Faridkot) have Changed 
my name to Ranjeet Singh. 

I, Rajinder Paul S/o 
Parkash Chand R/o 
Muktsar Road, 
Guruharsahai, Distt. 
Ferozepur Have Changed 
My Name from Rajinder 
Paul to Rajinder Pal. 

I, Dalip Kumar S/o 
Heera Singh R/o Mohan 
Ke Road, Guruharsahai, 
Distt. Ferozepur Have 
Changed My Name from 
Dalip Kumar to Dalip 
Singh. 

I, Gurdish Kaur W/o 
Malkit Singh Sidhu (D/o 
Gurbax Singh) R/o Village 
Dona Mattar, Distt. 
Ferozepur Have Changed 
My Name from Gurdish 
Kaur to Gurdish Kaur 
Sidhu. 

I, Malkit Singh S/o 
Niranjan Singh R/o Village 
Dona Mattar, Distt. 
Ferozepur Have Changed 
My Name from Malkit Singh 
to Malkit Singh Sidhu. 

I, Nirdosh Bala W/o 
Parshotam lal (D/o Jamna 
Dass) R/o Basti Arian Wali, 
Guruharsahai, Distt. 
Ferozepur Have Changed 
My Name from Nirdosh 
Bala to Nirdosh Rani. 

I, Mindo Bai W/o 
Sucha Singh R/o Village 
Dona Mattar, PO Khunder 
Uttar, Tehsil Guruharsahai, 
Distt. Ferozepur Have 
Changed My Name from 
Mindo Bai to Mahinder 
Kaur. 

I Rekha is legally 
Mother of Name Sakhare 
Jitendra Suresh resident of 
Village Ghonadi, PO 
Ghonadi, Tehsil-Deori, Distt 
Gondia, State 
Maharashtra, Pin- 441702 
have change my Name 
from Rekha to Rekha 
Suresh Sakhare Vide 
Affidavit Dated 09 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I Suresh Sakhare is 
legally Father of Name 
Sakhare Jitendra Suresh, 
Residing at Village 
Ghonadi, PO Ghonadi, 
Tehsil-Deori, Distt Gondia, 
State Maharashtra, Pin-
441702 have change my 
Name from Suresh 
Sakhare to Suresh 
Pandurang Sakhare Vide 
Affidavit Dated 09 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur.  

I, SONALI MALHARI 
TENGALE is legally Wife of 
No. 15177444L, Rank. NK. 
Name Bandgar Vikas 
Sarjerao, unit of 168 Field 
Regt. C/O 56 APO, 
Ferozepur Cantt Residing 
at Masalwadi, Post. 
Lonibhapkar, Teh. 
Baramati, Distt. Pune. (MH) 
Pin 413110 have changed 
my name from SONALI 
MALHARI TENGALE to 
SONALI VIKAS BANDGAR 
Vide Affidavit Dated 09 
June 2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 3003688L, 
Rank Hav, Name M 
Jothibasu Unit of 17 Rajput 
C/o 56 APO, Residing at 
Ward No.11. Near Govt 
Hospital, Kariapatti, 
Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, 
Pin 626106 have changed 
my Son name From 
PATHMANATHAN to J. 
PATHMANATHAN Vide 
Affidavit Dated 09 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, RAMESH THOMARE 
is Father of Name 
Thombare Pawan, Residing 
at Vitthal Mandir Ward, 
Nimbalkar Wadi, Behind 
Stadium, Chandrapur, (MH) 
442401 have changed my 
name from RAMESH 
THOMARE to RAMESH 
VITHOBA THOMBARE Vide 
Affidavit Dated 09 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, S. RAJESWARI is 
legally Wife of No. 
3003688L Rank Hav, Name 
M Jothihasu Unit of 17 
Rajput C/o 56 APO, 
Residing at Ward No.11, 
Near Govt Hospital, 
Kariapatti, Virudhunagar, 
Tamil Nadu, Pin 626106 
have changed my name 
From S. RAJESWARI to 
RAJESWARI J. Vide 
Affidavit Dated 09 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I Chat Singh alias Chet 
Dass S/o Sangu Ram R/o 
Vill. Chanarthal Khurd Tehsil 
and Distt Fatehgarh Sahib 
147104 Punjab have 
changed my name to Chet 
Singh. 

I Baljit Kaur W/o Balbir 
Chand R/o Village 
Wazidpur, Post Office 
Wazidpur, District Patiala, 
Punjab-147001 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as Raj 
Dulari. 

I Jasveer Kaur alias 
Usha Devi W/o Balvir Singh 
R/o Village Ranbirpura Teh 
& Distt Patiala have declare 
that both are my name & 
one and same person. 

I hitherto known as 
Savitiri Devi Kapur W/o 
Davinder Kumar R/o House 
No. 83, Hem Bagh, Patiala, 
Punjab- 147001 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as 
Savitri Devi. 

I Jay Kumar S/o 
Rammehar Singh R/o H.No-
27, Radhey Vihar Colony, 
Jatal Road, Panipat, 
Haryana - 132103, have 
changed my name to 
Gagandeep Rathi. 

I, Smt, Palwinder Kaur 
W/O No.891310442w Sep 
Hakikat Singh Unit Of CISF 
GBS Delhi R/O Village- 
Wazirpur Jattan, Po- 
Gahlari, Tehsil- Gurdaspur, 
Distt- Gurdaspur, State- 
Punjab-143526,. Have 
Changed My Name From 
Parvinder Kaur To Palwinder 
Kaur. 

I, Jagdish  father of No 
10468104L Rank HAV 
Name Sandeep Kumar 
presently residing at Vill - 
Khani Khui, PO - Gharota, 
Tehsil and Distt - Pathankot, 
State – Punjab, have 
changed my name from 
Jagdish  to Jagdish Raj vide 
Affidavit No  IN-
PB42842036814295X  
dated 09-06-2025 before 
Notary Public Pathankot 
(Punjab). 

I, No. 2493461N Ex Nk 
(TS) Major Singh  resident 
of VPO - Gharota Kalan, 
Tehsil and Distt - Pathankot, 
State – Punjab, have 
changed name of my 
daughter from NANDANI to 
NANDINI vide Affidavit No  
IN-PB42936299761304X 
dated 09-06-2025 before 
Notary Public Pathankot 
(Punjab). 

I, No. 14920290W Ex 
Nk Bhupender Singh  
resident of Village - 
Abadgarh, PO - Mirthal, 
Tehsil and Distt - Pathankot, 
State – Punjab, have 
changed name of my 
daughter from Sim Ranjit 
Kour to Simranjit Kaur vide 
Affidavit No  IN-
PB42941204325674X 
dated 09-06-2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Rano Devi Legally 
Wedded Spouse Of Service 
No.GS173627X Rank-Ch- 
Mech, Atma Ram Resident 
Of Village- Nawan Pind 
Jhawar, Post Office 
Jiwanwal Babri, Tehsil And 
District Gurdaspur, Pin 
Code-143520, Punjab, 
India. Declare That My Date 
Of Birth 01-06-1968 Is 
Wrong. But My Date Of 
Birth 01-01-1972 Is Correct. 
Vide Affidavit No.In-Pb 
39137662182829x Dated 
28-05-2025 Before 
Executive Magistrate 
Gurdapsur. 
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Tanishq Unveils ‘Élan’ — The Ultimate
Natural Diamond Statement for the Modern
Muse
Tanishq, India’s largest
jewellery retail brand from
the house of Tata, proudly
introduces ‘Élan’, a new
natural diamond collection
that brings high-impact
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glamour to your most
special moments. Created
for the woman who is
expressive, aspirational,
and unafraid to set the
trend, Élan is more than
jewellery — it is a
declaration of her arrival.
The latest launch is
difffferentiated in design and
has unique offfferings with
sweet price points,
ensuring there is something
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unique for all your needs. 

eal VEpique R Veentures expands to Ludhiana
Ludhiana: eal VEpique R Veentures, real estate consulting
and development firm has announced the start of its

udhiana and has opened its ofoperations in L fffice at
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar, Pakhowal Road. The

eal Vannouncement of Epique R Veenture's entry in
Ludhiana was made by Monaa Chadha, Chief Business

fOffficer (CBO) for Ludhiana region. “Our mission is to
bring structure, insight, and professionalism to a real
estate market often lacking strategic depth and
transparency. “Epique is going to be a game changer,” she

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

said. “Our service portfolio
includes residential and com
estate investment advisory, p
property management, and in-d
tailored solutions,” she said.

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o is comprehensive and
mmercial consulting, real
project development and
depth market analysis and
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Dhaka

Bangladesh’s former
president Abdul
Hamid, who served
two terms during

deposed premier Sheikh
Hasina’s regime, returned to
the country on Monday after
receiving medical treatment
abroad.

The 81-year-old ex-presi-
dent returned from Thailand
a month after his “secret
departure” sparked protests
in Bangladesh for being
allowed to leave despite being
accused in a murder case.

“He landed here in predawn
hours on a Thai Airways flight.
He left the airport on comple-
tion of required immigration
formalities that took nearly an
hour and a half,” an official of
the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport (HSIA)
told reporters.

Hamid returned like other
ordinary passengers, said
HSIA Executive Director

Group Captain SM Ragib
Samad. Private TV channels
also shared footage of his car
leaving the airport.

He left Dhaka on May 8
through the same airport after
completing the required for-
malities but his quiet departure
sparked loud protests. 

Leaders and activists of the
student-led National Citizen
Party (NCP), which led last

year’s violent movement that
ousted former prime minister
Hasina’s Awami League
Government, said authorities
let Hamid “flee” despite being
accused in a murder case.

Home Affairs Adviser Retd
Lt Gen Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury had vowed to step
down if he failed to take puni-
tive action against the officials
involved, claiming he was

unaware of the departure at the
time. Following the protests,
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus’s interim Government
formed two inquiry commit-
tees, one of which comprised
three advisers.

The authorities also sus-
pended two police officers
and withdrew another from
his assignment in airport
immigration on charges of
“negligence of duty”.

During a routine visit to a
police station in the capital on
Monday, home adviser
Chowdhury said that the ques-
tion of Hamid’s arrest upon his
arrival did not arise as there
was no warrant against him.

He added that an investiga-
tion into the case was under-
way and Hamid would face
legal actions if he were 
found guilty of committing
any crime.

Media reports and sources
close to Hamid said he was
diagnosed with cancer and
was getting treated in
Bangkok.

“The former president went
to Thailand for medical treat-
ment. We allowed it as there is
no court order against him or
embargo by any agency,” the
Daily Star newspaper report-
ed at that time, quoting an
unnamed source.

Hamid is one of the accused
in a murder case in his home-
town in northern Kishorganj.
The case was lodged in con-
nection with last year’s violent
movement, also dubbed the
July Uprising, led by Students
against Discrimination (SAD),
a large part of which later
emerged as NCP.

Deposed premier Hasina,
her expatriate son Sajeeb
Wajed Joy and daughter Saima
Wazed Putul, stationed in New
Delhi as the WHO regional
director for Southeast Asia,
were also named in the case.

The NCP and SAD called
Hamid a “cohort” of Hasina
though he completed his 
term months ahead of the
ouster of the past regime on
August 5, 2024.

Hamid returns to Bangladesh month
after departure sparked uproar 

Pakistan delegation in UK following

talks in US over conflict with India 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Islamabad

Pakistan’s high-level dele-
gation led by former for-
eign minister Bilawal

Bhutto Zardari has arrived in
the UK following diplomatic
engagements in New 
York over the recent military
conflict with India, a media
report said.

The nine-member group on
Sunday held talks with United
Nations representatives, diplo-
mats from member states, and
senior US officials to present
Pakistan’s narrative on the
conflict following the
Pahalgam terror attack that
claimed 26 lives, The Express
Tribune reported.

In response to the Pahalgam
terror attack, India targeted
terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, following which
Islamabad resorted to military
action, leading to clashes
between the two countries’
military.

“Our message was clear -
Pakistan seeks peace,” former
foreign secretary Jalil Abbas

Jilani, a member of the 
delegation, said here.

Jilani said Islamabad sought
the resolution of all issues,
including the Indus Waters
Treaty, through dialogue.

Speaking to the media, law-
maker Khurram Dastgir high-
lighted the regional impact of
the water dispute and called for
the restoration of the 1960
World Bank-mediated treaty,
which India said remained in
abeyance until Islamabad
ended its support for cross-
border terrorism.

“We explained to US offi-
cials that India’s suspension of
the treaty endangers the liveli-
hood of 240 million people and
undermines the region’s stabil-
ity,” he said.

Dastgir stressed the water
dispute was a matter of survival
for Pakistan, asserting the
country would not compro-
mise on it.

He pointed out that the
Americans initially assumed
the ceasefire brokered by US
President Donald Trump
required no further involve-
ment. “Our mission was to
make them understand that

intervention is necessary as
India wants neither a 
neutral inquiry nor talks,”
Dastgir said.

Trump claimed to have
played a role in stopping hos-
tilities between India and
Pakistan following the
Pahalgam attack, a claim
rejected by India.

New Delhi has rejected a
third-party intervention on
bilateral issues with Islamabad.

Senator Sherry Rehman,
another member of the group,
said the mission was focused
on advocating for peace and
ensuring the water treaty and
Kashmir issue remained on the
international agenda.

In the UK, the delegation is
expected to meet senior British
officials to highlight Pakistan’s
stance on the conflict and its
broader implications.

British Foreign Secretary
David Lammy recently 
visited both Islamabad and
New Delhi.

“We want stability, but
recognise the fragility of the
situation, particularly in the
context of terrorism,” Lammy
had said in Pakistan.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Dubai

Aspecial judicial com-
mittee in Dubai has
reportedly ordered the

parent company of one of the
region’s retail giants to
restructure its board, trying
to end years of turmoil after
the death of its billionaire
founder and secure the future
of the owner of the Mall of
the Emirates.

The changes at Majid Al
Futtaim come as Dubai tries
to guide the family-run busi-
nesses that powered the city-
state’s growth in the United
Arab Emirates through gen-
erational change.

Authorities also likely want
to avoid any further infight-
ing that could slow down the
growth of a firm that long has
made hiring Emiratis a key
goal. The Financial Times
first reported on the changes
to Majid Al Futtaim’s board,
saying it came at the orders of
a government-established
special judicial committee. 

In 2022, Dubai’s ruler,
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, estab-
lished a special judicial com-
mittee to look after the estate

of Majid Al Futtaim’s founder
— also named Majid Al
Futtaim — following his
death in 2021.

Responding to questions
Monday from The Associated
Press, the company appeared
to acknowledge the changes
at Majid Al Futtaim Capital,
which oversees its group of
companies. The changes
“reflect a shareholder-led
effort to evolve governance in
line with the long-term inter-
ests of the Group”, the com-
pany said in a statement.

“These changes do not
affect the operations or gov-
ernance of Majid Al Futtaim
Holding. Majid Al Futtaim
continues to operate under an
independent board and
strong oversight.”

Dubai’s government did
not respond to a request 
for comment. 

The Financial Times
described Majid Al Futtaim’s
parent company as now being
overseen by five government
and four family representa-
tives. Succession battles aren’t
unusual in the United Arab
Emirates, where family-run
businesses dominate private
enterprise. Rulers have given
merchant families broad con-

trol over different sectors in
exchange for the promise of
big investments and fast-
paced development.

But over the years, that
economic strategy has caused
headaches for authorities,
who have intervened when
patriarchs die and tensions
between disgruntled relatives
boil over.

Majid Al Futtaim is a
mainstay of the local con-
sumer economy. It’s also a
giant in the broader Gulf
Arab region, owning and
operating prominent hotels,
entertainment venues and
shopping malls.

Its portfolio includes the
Mall of the Emirates, a major
tourist draw in Dubai that
houses the Middle East’s first-
ever indoor ski slope. It also
runs regional franchises for
global brands, including
Lego. Majid Al Futtaim’s rev-
enues last year topped 
$9 billion.

As crown prince in the
1990s, Sheikh Mohammed
mediated a succession dispute
between Al Futtaim, the
founder, and a cousin. Al
Futtaim used the funds from
that settlement to start his
namesake company.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Tokyo

An explosion at a storage
site for unexploded ord-
nances at a US military

base on Japan’s southern island
of Okinawa injured four
Japanese soldiers, though the
injuries are not life threatening,
officials said on Monday.

The four soldiers sustained
finger injuries while working at
a facility that belongs to
Okinawa prefecture and tem-
porarily stores unexploded ord-
nance, mostly from wartime
and found on the island, local
officials said. One of the harsh-
est battles of World War II was
fought on Okinawa.

Prefectural officials said the
injuries were not life threaten-
ing, but no other details were
immediately known.

The US Air Force said in a
statement that the explosion
occurred inside the facility
managed by the Okinawa pre-
fectural government at 
Kadena Air Base’s munitions
storage area. It said no US ser-
vicemembers were involved in
the incident.

The Self Defence Force’s
joint staff said one of the ordi-
nances suddenly exploded
when the soldiers were inspect-
ing it at the facility. The blast
occurred when the soldiers
were trying to remove rust to
examine details of the unex-
ploded ordnance, NHK televi-
sion reported. The SDF said
they are trying to confirm
what caused the accident.

Hundreds of tons of unex-
ploded wartime bombs, many
of them dropped by the US
military, remain buried around
Japan and are sometimes dug
up at construction sites and
elsewhere. Many of them are
still found on Okinawa, 
where about 1,856 tons of
unexploded US bombs are
believed to remain.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Baghdad

Tensions have escalated
between Iraq’s Central
Government in

Baghdad and the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region in
the country’s north in a 
long-running dispute over the
sharing of oil revenues.

The Central Government
has accused the Kurdish
regional authorities of making
illegal deals and facilitating oil
smuggling. Baghdad cut off
funding for public sector
salaries in the Kurdish region
ahead of the Eid al-Adha hol-
iday. Kurdish authorities
called the move “collective
punishment” and threatened
to retaliate.

A long-running dispute
It’s the latest flare-up in a

long-running dispute between
officials in Baghdad and Irbil,

the seat of the Kurdish region-
al Government, over sharing
of oil revenues. In 2014, the
Kurdish region decided to
unilaterally export oil through
an independent pipeline to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan.

The central government
considers it illegal for Irbil to
export oil without going
through the Iraqi national oil
company and filed a case
against Turkiye in the
International Court of
Arbitration, arguing that
Turkiye was violating the
provisions of the Iraqi-
Turkish pipeline agreement
signed in 1973.

Iraq stopped sending oil
through the pipeline in March
2023 after the arbitration
court ruled in Baghdad’s
favour. Attempts to reach a
deal to restart exports have
repeatedly stalled. Last month,
Prime Minister Masrour

Barzani of the Kurdistan
Regional Government trav-
elled to Washington, where he
inked two major energy deals
with US companies. The fed-
eral Government in Iraq then
sued in an Iraqi court, assert-
ing that it was illegal for the
regional Government to make
the deals without going
through Baghdad.

Iraq cuts off funds for pub-
lic employees in Kurdistan

The Iraqi Ministry of
Finance announced a decision
last month to halt funding for
salaries of public sector
employees in the Kurdistan
Region. The move sparked
widespread outrage in Irbil,
triggering strong political and
public reactions.

The ministry said in a state-
ment that the decision was due
to the Kurdish regional
authorities’ “failure to hand
over oil and non-oil revenues

to the federal treasury, as stip-
ulated in the federal Budget
laws.” It added that any trans-
fer of funds would be condi-
tional on “the region’s commit-
ment to transparency and
financial accountability.”

The federal Ministry of Oil
accused Irbil of failing to
deliver crude oil produced in
the region’s fields to the min-
istry for export through the
state-run SOMO company,
which it said had led to mas-
sive financial losses amounting
to billions of dollars.

The ministry warned that
“continued non-compliance
jeopardises Iraq’s interna-
tional reputation and obliga-
tions, forcing the federal gov-
ernment to reduce oil pro-
duction in other provinces to
stay within Iraq’s OPEC quota
— which includes Kurdistan’s
production, regardless of its
legality.”

Dubai orders Mall of Emirates
owner to restructure its board

70 per cent people surveyed in US

favour global climate policy: Study
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

Aclimate policy at the glob-
al level to tackle warming
might be strongly backed

by public, a study has claimed.
Global carbon pricing, coupled
with a system of redistributing
the revenues — either among
citizens or for investing in mit-
igating climate change -— is
considered by economists as a
‘reference climate policy’ as it can
both reduce emissions and pro-
mote equity.

Co-authored by researchers
at the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research,
Germany, the study, in 2021,
surveyed over 40,000 people
from 20 countries, which
account for about three-quar-
ters of the global carbon emis-
sions. The team found a “strong
and genuine” support for glob-
al climate policy, with 70 per

Explosion at
US air base 
in southern
Japan injures
four Japanese
soldiers 

Public employees in Iraq’s Kurdish region

caught in middle of Baghdad-Irbil oil dispute

cent people favouring it in the
US and 94 per cent in Japan.

The findings, published in
the journal Nature Human
Behaviour, also showed that
respondents backed policies,
including a global carbon pric-
ing scheme, in which the
remaining global emissions
budget — how much can we
emit more before we breach 2
degrees Celsius warming — is
divided according to popula-
tion, with countries receiving
emission rights they can trade. 

“We were pleasantly sur-
prised by the results. Politicians
should not be too afraid of cit-

izens when pushing ahead with
global climate protection,” co-
author Linus Mattauch, head of
societal transition and well-
being research group at
Potsdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research, said.

A second survey, conducted
in 2023 among 8,000 people in
the US and European Union,
showed that the respondents
supported a concrete timeline
for carbon pricing — with, for
example, $90 per tonne of car-
bon dioxide in 2030, and a per
capita reimbursement of $30
per month for every adult
worldwide. This would be a

substantial financial inflow to
the Global South, where per
capita carbon emissions are rel-
atively low and where 30 dol-
lars has more purchasing power
than in the wealthy Global
North, researchers said.

They added that three-quar-
ters of the participants in the
EU, and more than half in the
US, expressed support for the
idea, despite understanding
that their own country might
incur a financial loss under
these conditions.
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SURJIT SINGH FLORA 

Trump and Elon Musk
exemplify two individu-
als with little intellect

who attained the pinnacle of
success globally, with one being
the most powerful individual
and the other the wealthiest
person on Earth.

In fact, the conflict between
US President Donald Trump
and Elon Musk, the billionaire
founder of Tesla and SpaceX,
has generated significant dis-
cussion worldwide. The insults
from the two giants have
shocked many investors.

Trump’s countdown seems to
have started after the friendship
that ended when two ungrate-
ful friends suddenly left. Musk,

who advocates for global
improvement, is now deter-
mined to remove Trump from
office. He proposes impeaching
Trump and appointing JD
Vance as the acting president.
Musk said that now is the time
for a big bombshell and that
people should release docu-
ments related to the Jeffrey
Epstein sex scandal.

In fact, Musk and Trump are
close to controversies as they
want to construct stairs in
space to establish a new world
on Mars. Their unusual behav-
iour and body language have
garnered global media atten-
tion. Musk claims that without
his assistance, Trump’s second
presidential bid would have
failed.

Actually, Elon Musk became
Trump’s biggest opportunistic
supporter after Trump sur-
vived a shooting attack on July
23, 2024, despite being cynical
and having big plans like the
former Democrat. This made
Musk think that Trump’s
chances of winning had gone
up because of the sympathy
wave that followed. He spent a
lot of money on his campaign,
$288 million, without thinking
about it. So, he became Trump’s

most trusted advisor.
However, Trump has vowed

to revoke all Musk company
contracts. On May 28, the
Tesla CEO bluntly slammed the
US president’s ‘Big Beautiful’
tax package, highlighting their
differences. Musk then left the
Trump administration’s
Department of Government
Efficiency. The surge natural-
ly trampled investors. Tesla’s
stock dropped 14.2per cent
after the market closed on
Thursday, which cost the com-
pany $152 billion because of
the fight between Elon Musk
and Donald Trump.

Trump stated on Truth
Social that he might cut off
Musk’s Government contracts
and subsidies, which have been
extremely beneficial to SpaceX
and Tesla. Musk criticised
Trump’s signature tariffs,
accused him of supporting sex
criminal Jeffrey Epstein,
demanded his impeachment,
and threatened to decommis-
sion SpaceX’s cargo spaceship.
Musk declared Thursday
evening that SpaceX would
not be dismantling its space-
craft.

Trump said Musk panicked
when he learned Tesla may lose

billions due to the subsidy
idea. Trump and Musk are
cynical and outspoken. They
talk without looking back. To
delight someone, they don’t
take minutes. Their concept of
speaking with weights is dis-
tant. Musk’s cynicism stems
from his Autism Spectrum
Disorder.

Musk used Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), a peculiar
condition, to his advantage.
People with ASD make eye
contact while speaking. These
individuals struggle to make
and keep friends. He taps his
feet and waves his hands.
Autism causes excessive con-
centration on anything. This
guy cannot comprehend his
classmates’ feelings because he
thinks ‘outside the box.’

Musk expressed a desire to
engage with the sky and moon,
citing a lack of interest in
them. He contemplated alter-
nate realms. He was unable to
find peace, as his mind was
perpetually occupied with
thoughts of the cosmos. He
persisted relentlessly until he
achieved his desired outcome.
He stated that he did not expe-
rience dreams during his wak-
ing hours. Due to the nature of
his dreams, he is unable to find
rest. Due to his peculiar behav-
iours, he became accustomed
to perceiving perspectives

beyond those of others. Elon
Musk may face challenges in
his personal life, yet his recent
innovations have garnered him
global recognition. Numerous
marriages were characterised
by discontent.

He does not squander time
when it comes to ending a rela-
tionship. He lacks the chance to
utter ‘divorce, divorce, divorce.’
Upon Xavier Musk’s transi-
tion to Wilson, he severed his
longstanding relationship with
the child. Musk has shown his
support for the Democratic
Party since 2008. During the
presidential elections, he active-
ly opposed the Republican
Party led by Trump. Following
his friendship with Trump,
there was a notable shift in his
ideological stance. He invested
billions of dollars in securing a
victory for Trump.

Trump also did everything
he could to grow his business.
Buying Twitter was an enor-
mous help for Trump’s cam-
paign for president. There was
a time when Trump couldn’t
use Twitter. When Musk
bought Twitter and changed its
name to “X,” the first thing he
did was let Trump back on. The
Washington Post’s “Fact
Checker” had called Trump the
biggest liar and fraud in the
world, which is intriguing.

The “Fact Checker” says that

Trump misled the public by
posting 30,573 false posts
between January 2017 and
January 2021. Still, Musk sup-
ported his loyalist Trump. The
gesture was a move by a rich
businessman to help another
businessman. It’s not fair to say
it’s a favour. They were looking
out for each other’s interests.
Musk, who let Trump into the
White House, hid all of his
friend’s flaws.

On June 3, 2024, a panel of
three female journalists on the
‘Trump Show’ rigorously ques-
tioned Donald Trump. A per-
ceptive journalist posed three
inquiries simultaneously. Two
inquiries pertained to docu-
ments associated with the
events of 9/11 and the assassi-
nation of President John F
Kennedy on November 22,
1963.

Trump consented to the dis-
closure of the classified mate-
rials. Trump exhibited uncer-
tainty when responding to the
third inquiry regarding the
documents related to the
Jeffrey Epstein sex scandal. He
stated unequivocally that dis-
closing such information will
affect numerous lives. Despite
the circumstances, Musk chose
to remain silent.

Musk remarked, ‘This is the
moment to deploy the truly sig-
nificant weapon,’ as Trump’s sit-

uation worsened. The mention
of Trump in these documents
highlights a disheartening nar-
rative of unrestrained wealth
and opulence. Jeff Epstein,
originating from modest begin-
nings, is associated with the
Jewish community, a group
that has given rise to numerous
Nobel laureates, including
Einstein.

The world notoriously
recognises Epstein for his
malevolent actions. Musk
shared archival footage high-
lighting the connection
between Trump and Epstein.
Flight records indicate that
Trump has been a passenger on
Epstein’s private jet since 1990.

At a minimum, 36 underage
females provided testimony
regarding the assaults perpe-
trated by Jaffrey in Palm Beach.
In the initial term of the Trump
administration (2019), Jaffrey
took his life while incarcerated.
Musk posits that it was a mur-
der intended to conceal evi-
dence rather than a suicide.
Trump will find it challenging
to refute these compelling alle-
gations.

Trump and Musk are reveal-
ing each other’s influence to the
10 million followers of the
‘Truth’ social account, while
Musk is reaching out to the 220
million followers of the ‘X’
account.

Sadly, the citizens of the
United States ought to remain
steadfast in their support for
these two individuals. Trump
was the selection they made.
We should sound the alarm.
Individuals ought to relin-
quish the expectation of restor-
ing America’s status as the
foremost nation for them.
Conversely, within the com-
munity, the recently elected
Prime Minister of Canada,
Mark Carney, has garnered
significant acclaim for his deci-
sion to invite Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the
G-7 summit, showcasing his
effective leadership skills next
door.

In the end, their success
demonstrates that there is an
abundance of uninformed
individuals in the globe who
elect such leaders and purchase
their products.

Albert Einstein succinctly
encapsulated the principle of
the prevalence of ignorance
with his renowned quote: “Two
things are infinite: the universe
and human stupidity, and I’m
not certain about the uni-
verse.” Enjoy the spectacle of
two of the most hyper egoist
individuals attempting to anni-
hilate each other.

(The author is a freelance
writer and journalist based in
Brampton, Canada)
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India is likely to achieve a
new record in foodgrain
production during the
2025-26 kharif season

starting next month, buoyed by
forecasts of above-normal
monsoon rains, Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said.

In an interview, Chouhan
also called for stringent laws to
curb the sale of fake and sub-
standard pesticides, and better
implementation of soil health
cards to ensure balanced fer-
tiliser use.

The minister, who is leading
a 15-day nationwide Viksit
Krishi Abhiyan (Developed
Agriculture Campaign) across
the country, said the outreach
program ahead of kharif sow-
ing would help refine policies
and research plans to boost
agricultural production.

According to the agriculture
ministry’s third estimate, India’s
foodgrain production hit a
record 168.06 million tonnes in
the 2024-25 kharif season. Kharif
foodgrain output has risen 31.23
per cent since 2014-15.

“The ongoing campaign will
help further boost agriculture
production in the kharif season

as we are trying to address
farmers’ concerns and educate
them about new technologies
and practices,” Chouhan said.

During visits to 10 states so
far, the minister said he learned
from farmers that existing crop
varieties in some areas have
developed resistance to emerg-
ing pests. Farmers also raised
concerns about fake pesticides
and sought greater protection
during price crashes.

Research plans and policies
for short, medium and long-
term implementation will be
developed based on these
inputs, he said.

“With these efforts, plus

likely good monsoon, should
help achieve a new record in
kharif foodgrain production in
2025-26,” Chouhan said.

Sowing of kharif crops like
paddy begins in July with the
southwest monsoon onset.
Monsoon rains are projected to
be normal this year.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast an above-normal south-
west monsoon for the entire
2025 season (June to
September).

Monsoon’s progress had
stalled since May 26, and IMD
forecasts that after a pause, the
southwest monsoon is expect-

ed to revive between June 12
and 18, 2025, advancing into
central and eastern India.

As farmers prepare their
fields for kharif sowing,
Chouhan said, farmers com-
plained about substandard pes-
ticides in the market.

“We need to frame a strin-
gent law to address this. Now
they get away with paying
some penalty. We should come
out with a strict law to punish
those engaged in selling
poor/substandard pesticides,”
he said. On pulses and oilseed
production, the minister said
output has improved, but India
still has far to go to achieve self-

reliance and reduce import
dependency.

The Government is working
with a mission approach, dis-
tributing better quality seeds
and educating farmers on best
practices while ensuring pro-
curement. These efforts will be
intensified to address yield
gaps, he added.

To tackle per-hectare yield
gaps, the Government is iden-
tifying 100 districts under the
Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhyan
Krishi Yojana scheme. 

“The contours of the
schemes are getting ready and
will be launched soon,”
Chouhan said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Microfinance contin-
ues to suffer from
the vicious cycle of

over-indebtedness, high inter-
est rates and harsh recovery
practices, RBI Deputy
Governor M Rajeshwar Rao
has said.

Addressing HSBC’s event
for financial inclusion here last
week, the senior Reserve Bank
official noted that microfi-
nance has placed itself as a
promising avenue for providing
formal financial services to the
excluded sections of the popu-
lation. While microfinance has
played an important role in
financial inclusion, some issues
need attention, Rao said.

“The sector continues to
suffer from the vicious cycle of
over-indebtedness, high inter-
est rates and harsh recovery
practices. While some moder-
ation in interest rates charged
on microfinance loans has
been observed in recent quar-
ters, pockets of high interest
rates and elevated margins
continue to persist,” he added.

Even lenders with access to
low-cost funds have been
found to be charging margins
significantly higher than the
rest of the industry and in sev-

eral instances, appear to be
excessive, Rao said. 

Lenders should look beyond
the conventional “high-yield-
ing business” tag for the sec-
tor and approach it with an
empathic and developmental
perspective, recognising the
socio-economic role that
microfinance plays in empow-
ering vulnerable communi-
ties, the deputy governor
pointed out. “The frequency of
disruptions in the microfi-
nance sector has increased of
late. Incidents of high borrow-
er indebtedness coupled with
coercive recovery practices
sometimes lead to tragic con-
sequences,” Rao said.

He stressed that it is in the
collective interest of all stake-
holders that such disruptions
are pre-emptively addressed
and avoided. 

In this regard, he said regu-
lated entities must also enhance
their credit appraisal frame-
works to prevent overleveraging
of borrowers.

“Additionally, they must
eschew any coercive or unethi-
cal recovery practices, ensuring
that financial services are deliv-
ered in a manner that is both
responsible and sustainable,” he
said. In his address, he also men-
tioned reports of mis-selling
financial services like insurance
products.
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Markets regulator SEBI on
Monday imposed a penalty
of `3 lakh on Motilal Oswal

Financial Services Ltd for violating
stock brokers’ norms.

The fine needs to be paid within
45 days, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) said in its
order.

The regulator conducted a themat-
ic inspection of Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Limited on the
theme ‘Control over Authorised
Persons’ for the period from April
2022 to January 2024.

In its probe, SEBI found that trad-

ing terminals were not found at
authorised places.

“During inspection, 13 terminals
(NSE) were not found at the report-
ed location. Further, on verification
of trade data as on 04-03-2024, it was
observed that trades have been exe-
cuted from 5 out of 13 terminals, 9
terminals (BSE) were not found at the
reported location, and trades have
been executed from 1 terminal,”
SEBI said.

During inspection on Verification
of terminals (NSE), it was observed
that 4 terminals were not operated by
approved users to whom the termi-
nals were allocated. Also, it was
observed that 4 trading terminals

(BSE) were operated by users other
than the approved users, it added.

Under the rule, a stock broker’s hall
will be liable for a monetary penal-
ty in respect of extending the use of
trading terminals to any unautho-
rised person or place.

Also, SEBI noted that Motilal
Oswal Financial Services had con-
ducted the onsite inspection of two
APs (Authorised Persons) and had
submitted the inspection report to
BSE and NSE. However, it failed to
identify fund-based activities during
AP inspection and did not report
fund-based activities between AP and
the client to NSE in the MIS (Margin
Intraday Square off) report.
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Electricity supply in the
country may get affected
on July 9 as over 27 lakh

power workers will go on a
nationwide strike against the
Government’s decision to pri-
vatise two distribution compa-
nies (discoms) in Uttar Pradesh.

The Uttar Pradesh
Government has decided to pri-
vatise Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Ltd (PVVNL) and
Dakshinanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Ltd (DVVNL), which
alone cover 42 of 75 districts of
the state, Shailendra Dubey,
Chairman of All India Power
Engineers’ Federation (AIPEF),

said. Dubey alleged that Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation
Ltd and some big officials of the
Government are in collusion
with selected private houses.
They want to sell discom assets
worth lakhs of crores to private
houses at throwaway prices,
Dubey alleged.

He said “the process is on to
float the tender inviting bids
from interested parties. We
are against this, and over 27

power employees across states
will hold a one-day strike in
July against the privatisation of
the two discoms. The strike
may also affect power supply.”

It has also been decided to
hold demonstrations on July 2
as warning before going on a
strike.

Demonstrations will be held
mainly in Hyderabad,
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m ,
Vijayawada, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Nagpur,
Raipur, Bhopal, Jabalpur,
Vadodara, Rajkot, Guwahati,
Shillong, Kolkata,
Bhubaneswar, Patna, Ranchi,
Srinagar, Jammu, Shimla,
Dehradun, Patiala, Jaipur, Kota,
Hisar, and Lucknow.

Government eyeing record foodgrain output: Chouhan 

Microfinance suffers
harsh recovery practices

SEBI fines Motilal Oswal Financial Services for violating norms

Solar Federation urges extension for transmission charge waiver
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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The National Solar Energy
Federation of India
(NSEFI) has urged the

Government to protect the via-
bility of numerous renewable
energy projects facing risks
from delays beyond the control
of developers, according to a
person familiar with the matter.

In the letter to the advisor to
the Prime Minister’s Office, the
federation urged that the Inter-
State Transmission System
(ISTS) charges waiver be
extended to projects getting
commissioned by June 2026

and meeting a specific criteri-
on relating to connectivity
application status, financial
closure, land acquisition
beyond the 50 per cent thresh-
old, and if orders for equipment
have been made.

The federation, representing
a broad spectrum of stakehold-
ers across the solar value chain,
stated that while the ISTS waiv-
er, originally announced by
the Ministry of Power (MoP),
has played a “pivotal role in
making renewable power more
competitive”, its delayed imple-
mentation by the Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) in

February 2023 left many devel-
opers in a limbo.

ISTS charges are the fees
levied for using the transmis-
sion infrastructure to move
electricity between states. They
are imposed to cover the costs
relating to building and main-
taining transmission lines and
other infrastructure required
for interstate electricity trans-
fer. According to an energy
expert, industry estimates state
that renewable energy projects
of nearly `5 lakh crore would
be impacted if the waiver of
ISTS charges is not extended.

“Several RE developers made
early investments, securing

land, achieving financial clo-
sure, and signing definitive
agreements based on the orig-
inal MoP notification,” the fed-

eration said. However, due to
aspects like the nearly two-year
lag in CERC’s ratification and
other uncontrollable factors,

these developers are now at risk
of missing the commissioning
deadline of June 30, 2025,
making them ineligible for the
waiver.

The federation flagged mul-
tiple aspects, including pro-
longed approvals under Section
68(1) of the Electricity Act due
to an ongoing Supreme Court
case on Great Indian Bustard
conservation, delay in transmis-
sion planning and connectivi-
ty effectiveness, and delayed
commissioning of critical trans-
mission infrastructure.

The federation has proposed
a milestone-based eligibility
framework for the waiver. 

Consolidation in cement to continue: Dalmia Bharat

Is Elon Musk about to reveal secrets about Donald Trump?
The foolish may unite to overcome the virtuous;
however, their cohesion is often fleeting.

It has also been
decided to hold
demonstrations on July
2 as warning before
going on a strike

‘Strike against discom privatisation
in UP may affect power supply’PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n

New Delhi

Sector consolidation in the
cement industry by the big
players is expected to con-

tinue as the leading companies
are likely to enhance their capac-
ity share to more than 60 per
cent in the next two years, said
the Dalmia Bharat leadership.

Moreover, Dalmia Cement
expects a bounce back in growth
to 7-8 per cent for the cement
sector in FY26, which wit-
nessed a subdued cement
demand growth of around 5 per
cent last year amidst the gener-
al elections and erratic rains,
according to the latest annual
report of India’s fourth-largest
cement manufacturer.

“We believe that the demand

growth will bounce back to 7-
8 per cent Y-o-Y in FY26, dri-
ven by healthy demand from all
key drivers — housing, infra-
structure building and private
investments. The year is also
expected to benefit with
stronger pricing and a focus on
cost savings,” said its Managing

Director Gautam Dalmia and
Managing Director and CEO
Puneet Yadu Dalmia.

Over the pace of sectoral con-
solidation, they said it has
increased during the last three
years, and the capacity share of
the top four companies has
grown considerably from approx-

imately 48 per cent in 2021-22 to
nearly 58 per cent in 2024-25.

“Within this, in FY25 alone,
we witnessed 52 million tonnes
of capacity changing hands,”
they said, addressing their share-
holders. However, the overall
installed cement capacity, over
the last two decades, the indus-
try has grown at a CAGR of 5-
6 per cent.

“During the next couple of
years, the supply is expected to
grow at 7-8per cent CAGR,
which could possibly keep the
sector capacity utilisation at its
current levels. Within this, the
industry leaders will continue to
expand at a faster pace, and are
thus expected to enhance their
capacity share to more than 60
per cent in the next two years,”
they said.

The industry’s installed capac-
ity is estimated to reach approx-
imately 670 million tonnes (MT)
by the end of FY25, supported
by the commissioning of around
33-35 MT of new capacity dur-
ing the year.

Dalmia Bharat, which
achieved a cement capacity of
49.5 MTPA under Phase 1, has
an ambition to increase it to 75
MTPA by FY28 and a long-term
target of 110-130 MTPA in
Phase II, which will be done
through a mix of “organic and
inorganic” capacity addition.

“Our Phase II expansion
strategy will further reinforce
our position as a pan-India
pure-play cement player, plac-
ing us favourably on track to
achieve our long term target of
110-130 MTPA,” they said.
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Two-time medallist
Elavenil Valarivan will
fancy her chances on
the first competition

day of ISSF World Cup here on
Tuesday as three shooters from
the country make their tourna-
ment debut, in the women’s
10m air rifle and men’s 10m air
pistol events respectively.

The first two finals — the
women’s 10m air rifle and the
men’s 10m air pistol — are
lined up on the opening day of
the season’s third World Cup
(Rifle/Pistol) stage at the
Olympic Shooting Range.

The National Rif le
Association of India (NRAI)
had sent a 22-member team for
the tournament with double
Olympic medallist Manu
Bhaker and Kiran Ankush
Jadhav shooting in two individ-
ual events. Elimination and
qualifications to four of the 10
events on the roster begin
from Tuesday afternoon
besides the two finals.

Opportunity for Indian
rookies and debutants
India will field as many as three
World Cup debutants in the
two medal events on the open-
ing day, with national champi-
on Ananya Naidu in the
women’s event and Aditya
Malra and Nishant Rawat in
the men’s event, starting for the
first time at this level.

Arya Borse, the second
Indian air rifle shooter, is also
in her first senior year but has

been in great form, making one
individual final and winning
two mixed team silvers in the
year’s first two World Cup
stages in Buenos Aires and
Lima respectively.

That leaves two-time
Olympian and two-time indi-
vidual World Cup gold medal-
list Elavenil and Asian
Championships winner and
four-time World Cup medallist
Varun Tomar to don the
senior’s mantle in the two
events. “The thing is the
Munich range is familiar to

most of the shooters and they
have all come here several
times for other events on the
European circuit also, so that
should not be a problem.

“They have all settled down
well and are shooting well in
training... So let’s see,” quipped
national rifle coach Deepali
Deshpande during pre-event
training on Monday morning.

India have done very well
in the first two World Cup
stages in South America ear-
lier this year and will look to
replicate their performance in

the Germany city. National
pistol coach Samaresh Jung
said, “The scores are good, all
are fit and fine, so we are con-
fident enough. The thing
about Munich is, it always
attracts a big and quality field
but if we are able to perform
at our best, we should be in
the reckoning.”

The Challenge
The women’s air rifle qualifica-
tions will be spread over two
relays with a 150 plus field
entered and around 118 con-

tending for medals including
the three Indians.

Among those 118 will be the
reigning Paris Olympics cham-
pion in the event Ban Hyojin of
Korea as well as the bronze
medallist Audrey Gogniat of
Switzerland. 

Also starting will be the
reigning world champion Han
Jiayu of China and the 2022
worlds winner Alison Weisz of
the USA.

Strong challenges are also
expected from the likes of
women’s 50m rifle 3 positions

(3P) Olympic champion Chiara
Leonne (Switzerland), Paris
Games 3P silver medallist
Sagen Maddalena (USA) and
Norwigian rif le legend
Jeannette Hegg Duestad,
among others. 

In the men’s air pistol China’s
reigning Olympic champion
Xie Yu leads all three Paris
medallists (Federico Maldini
and Paolo Monna of Italy) in
starting the event, alongside
legends such as Christian Reitz
(former Olympic champion) of
Germany, Damir Mikec (rein-
ing mixed team Olympic
champion) of Serbia, Lee
Wonho (fourth in Paris) of
Korea and Yusuf Dikec 
(Paris mixed team silver
medallist) of Turkiye.

The men’s pistol has 117
medal contenders in a total
field of 135.

Other Indians in action
Also seen in action on day one
will be the women’s 25m pistol
and men’s 3P team. The in-
form troika of Manu Bhaker,
Esha Singh and Simranpreet
Kaur Brar, who all won individ-
ual silvers in the two South
American legs, will seek high
scores in the first precision
stage of the event.

Likewise, the men’s 3P team
comprising Paris bronze
medallist Swapnil Kusale and
the seasoned Chain Singh,
besides Kiran Jadhav, will try to
navigate through the first elim-
ination round of the event,
before the qualifications and
the final, takes place on
Wednesday.
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Kolkata’s Eden Gardens
and Delhi’s Arun
Jaitley Stadium will

swap their allocated Test
matches against West Indies
and South Africa respective-
ly during India’s upcoming
home season, the BCCI
announced on Monday.

While Delhi was set to
host the opening Test against
South Africa from November
14-18, it will now host the sec-
ond Test against West Indies
starting October 10.

Though the BCCI release
doesn’t state the reason for
the venue swap, it is under-
stood that air pollution lev-
els in mid-November in the
National Capital Region
become a health hazard like
it happened during a Test
match against Sri Lanka few
years back. The Sri Lankan
fielders were wearing masks
and a few reportedly 
suffered from breathing
problems.

It is understood that BCCI’s
Cricket Operations team col-
lated the AQI data over the
past few years and decided
that venue swap is a viable
option. India’s home season
starts with two WTC Tests
against West Indies, starting
October 2 in Ahmedabad, fol-
lowed by the Delhi Test.

India then play a full three
format series against South
Africa starting with two Tests,
followed by three ODIs and
five T20 Internationals across

various Indian venues.
While Kolkata hosts the

opening Test against the
Proteas,  Guwahati’s
Barsapara Stadium will
become the latest Test venue
as the second Test will be
played from November 22 to
26. The ODIs will be held at
Ranchi (November 30),
Raipur (December 3) and
Visakhapatnam (December
6). The five T20Is will be
held at Cuttack (December
9),  New Chandigarh
(December 11), Dharamsala
(December 14), Lucknow
(December 17) and
Ahmedabad (December 19).

Meanwhile Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association (TNCA)
has expressed its inability to
host the women’s ODI series
against Australia starting
September 14, which was
supposed to serve as a pre-
cursor to the 50-over World
Cup starting September 30.

Men’s A series vs
Australia, South Africa
The fringe players in Indian
men’s team set-up will have
their hands full with BCCI
hosting both Australia A
and South Africa A for four
‘unofficial Tests’ and six 
List A games.

Both the touring sides will
play two ‘Tests’ and three
List A games each. Australia
A series will happen in
Lucknow and Kanpur while
Bengaluru’s COE will host the
Proteas A team for the ‘unof-
ficial Tests’. Rajkot will host
three ODIs.
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Former Indian cricketers
on Monday advised the
Shubman Gill-led side to

ace the conditions in England
for a successful tour while
Michael Vaughan believes that
the five-Test series could be a
start of “something special”
for the visitors.

India are going through a
transitional phase following
retirements of Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli and spin ace
Ravichandran Ashwin, while
fast bowler Mohammed Shami
was not picked in the touring
party.  Cheteshwar Pujara said
each and every player will have
to contribute for the team to
come up trumps.

“India’s team to England
must adapt quickly and play
(according) to the conditions.
As someone who understands
batting in English conditions
and team dynamics, I believe
discipline, patience and support
for each other are crucial,” said
Pujara. “Every player will need
to contribute and respect the
challenges that lay ahead. I am
sure this tour will be a great
opportunity for the growth and
success of each player and the
team as a whole,” Pujara told
Sony Sports, the official broad-

caster of India’s tour to England.
Former left-arm pacer

Ashish Nehra also echoed the
same sentiment. “To me,
England tour is always chal-
lenging but it’s great fun as well.
Adapting to the conditions
will be the key and I am sure
our players are capable of doing
that. Bowling wise we have the
experience and stability.”
Former India all-rounder Irfan
Pathan said the sooner Indians
adapt, the better it is for them. 

“India’s new squad faces a
tough challenge in England, but
as an all-rounder, I know
adaptability is key. Gill’s lead-
ership, Pant’s energy, and India’s
young talent must step up.
“England’s conditions test every
skill — swing, seam, and tem-
perament. If India’s players
adapt quickly and stay united,
they can surprise England, just
as we’ve seen in the past with
new teams rising to the occa-
sion,” he said.

Start of something
special for India”
India are starting a new era
under the leadership of Gill and
Vaughan, who led England to
many memorable Test wins,
said appointing the 25-year-old
as their Test captain was a “bold
move” and it could be a defin-
ing tour for them.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Aprobable lack of solution for
his recurring struggles with
the ball outside the off-stump

prompted Virat Kohli to take retire-
ment from Test cricket ahead of the
England tour, feels former spinner
Monty Panesar.

Panesar, who played 50 Tests and
helped England to a rare Test series
win in India back in 2012, reckons
Kohli would have found it tougher to
deal with the moving ball around 
the off-stump than his previous tours
of England.

In 2018, Kohli had staged a stellar
turnaround in England after a forget-
table tour of 2014 when James
Anderson got the better of him in the
corridor of uncertainty.

“With Kohli, what has happened is
that against the ball outside the off
stump, the fifth stump line, especial-
ly in Australia on fast bouncy pitch-
es he was struggling,” the left-arm

spinner said. “So he probably thought
maybe the fact that in England it is
going to swing a lot more, he’ll prob-
ably hasn’t worked out solutions in
that corridor of uncertainty “And I

think that’s probably been one of the
reasons why he thought to retire and
put all his energy with RCB and ODI
cricket for India.”

Panesar said that Kohli had the

answers to bounce back in 2018 but
to do the same at this stage of his
career would naturally be much
tougher. “I think he’s done very well
as a cricketer in all formats. 
He has been a brilliant ambassador
for Test cricket. He probably feels
that he’s done his best, he’s achieved
everything and probably feels 
like it’s time for the youngsters to
step up.

“It would a lot tougher for Kohli to
repeat the same performances in
2018. Just simple fact that he’s been
struggling over the last 12 to 18
months with that ball outside off
stump. He hasn’t got a solution for
that, you know problem that he has
on fourth and fifth stump.

“So he’s thinking it’s better for
Indian cricket to give youngsters a go
and hopefully find the next superstar,”
said Panesar, who is commentating
on the Saurashtra Pro T20 League.

Kohli and Rohit Sharma retired
from Test cricket last month, leaving

a huge void in the dressing room.
Shubman Gill will captain the team
in transition, starting with five Tests
in England beginning on June 20.

England can’t afford to
produce green tops
While India are not high on experi-
ence, England don’t have a fearsome
bowling attack in the absence of Mark
Wood and Jofra Archer, who might
be fit for the second Test.

Panesar said it’s even steven going
into the first Test. “It would be an
interesting series. It would depend on
how India plays the swinging ball. Do
they attack? Do they defend?

“It is going to be very warm,
pitches are going to be flat. I don’t
think England would look to take
home advantage. They will produce
neutral pitches. They can’t play
Bazball on a seaming pitches. That
will also play into the hands of
Indian batters as they would like play-
ing on flat pitches.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

A“special” message from
Indian pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah on the

eve of Cameron Green’s back
surgery gave the Australian all-
rounder the much-needed
reassurance about his decision
to go under the knife.

Green had suffered a stress
fracture last year. While the
injury could have healed nat-
urally over nine to twelve
months, he chose to undergo
surgery in October.

“Jasprit Bumrah reached
out the night before I was get-
ting surgery. He was in the
middle of a Test match in

India,” Green told reporters.
“Just a few things like that are
really special and makes you
feel a lot better about it. To get
someone like him to reach out
and then to watch him during
the summer, to see how good
he is obviously post-surgery,
filled me with a lot of confi-
dence,” Green told reporters.

Green had spent the 2023
IPL season with the Mumbai
Indians while Bumrah was
sidelined, recovering from the
same procedure. The Indian
pace ace had missed the 2022
T20 World Cup but made a
remarkable comeback post-
surgery, playing a key role in
India’s run to the 2023 ODI
World Cup final and powering

the Men in Blue to the T20
World Cup title last year.

Bumrah then cemented his
red-hot form in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, where he

was named Player of the Series
after bagging 32 wickets and
leading India to their only win
in the five-match series. The
26-year-old Green also

received encouraging feed-
back from other bowlers who
had undergone similar opera-
tions, including Jason
Behrendorff and New South
Wales pacer Ben Dwarshuis.

“The main reason for (the
operation) was to shave down
some bone — I’ve obviously
had a bit of trauma in my L4,
and extra bone had just devel-
oped on that part of the spine,”
Green told cricket.Com.Au’s
‘Unplayable Podcast’.

“By doing that, it forced my
spine not to be able to bend as
well, and it was probably
smashing up against this new
bone that wasn’t helping it flex.
That put a bit too much pres-
sure (on the L4 vertebrae)

that I’d actually broken the
facet joint on the other side,
which was quite rare for a back
injury,” he added.

Green is expected to play the
WTC Final against South
Africa, starting this week, as a
specialist batter. He heads to
the marquee Test on the back
of three centuries in five coun-
ty cricket matches for
Gloucestershire. “The silver
lining to having back injuries
is I’ve got four chances only to
be a batter,” he said.

“I felt like my game’s always
been good around those peri-
ods. I’m always going to keep
bowling, but you’re so much
more relaxed [with] half a
game to worry about.” 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Tenerife (Spain)

Diksha Dagar carded a
dismal 1-over par 73 in
the final round to finish

tied 14th at the Tenerife
Women’s Open.

The Indian had been well
placed to secure a top 10 fin-
ish after the third day but a dif-
ficult final round saw her slip
five places with a cumulative
score of 4-under 284.

The other Indian player to
make the cut was Avani
Prashanth, who after a rough
third round played a fine final
round of 4-under 68 and rose
23 spots to finish at tied 20th.

Sara Kouskova, who moved
into the lead at the end of the
third day, converted that into
her second consecutive LET
title. Kouskova shot 1-under 71
with five birdies, two bogeys
and one double bogey. She
finished at 9-under and one

shot clear of second placed
German Helen Briem (70).

She has now become the
third Czech player to win two
LET titles alongside Klara
Davidson Spilkova and Jana
Melichova. Kouskova is now
placed second in the order of
merit. Diksha began her
round on the front nine with

a bogey on the first hole, but
picked up a shot on the third
only to bogey the fourth and
fifth holes. 

She gained another shot on
the sixth hole but ended the
front nine with a bogey on the
ninth and she was 2-over 36 for
the front nine.

The back nine started with a
bogey on the 10th before Dagar
reclaimed the lost shot with a
birdie on the 13th which was
followed by her final bogey of
the round on the 13th. 

Birdies on the 15th and 17th
helped her gain back some
ground and secure a top 15 fin-
ish for the week. Her final score
for the week was four under.

Starting on the back nine,
Avani had already made four
birdies with only one bogey by
the hallway mark. She finished
her round with her fifth birdie
of the day on the ninth hole
and was 4-under for the day
and two under for the week.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

When it comes to
major cricket finals,
Australia is in a

league of its own. Only
Australia has won all four
men’s global trophies. It is
hard to beat in finals, having
won 10 of 13 across the 50-
over World Cup, 20-over
World Cup, Champions
Trophy, and World Test
Championship. And let’s not
get started on the women’s
team, which is even more
dominant.

The men go for world title
Number 11 from Wednesday
in the WTC final against South
Africa at neutral Lord’s.

That ruthless focus Australia
brings on the biggest stages is
in marked contrast to South
Africa, a perennial under-
achiever. The Proteas have won
just one of cricket’s major inter-
national titles, the Champions
Trophy’s inaugural predecessor
in 1998, when most of the cur-

rent Proteas were toddlers. An
experienced squad — average
age 29 1/2 — compensates
with a bond that can’t be under-
estimated, a determination to
have each other’s backs.

That showed often in the
2023-25 WTC cycle as the
Proteas, who used 30 players
— more than any other team
— found a run-scorer or wick-
et-taker at just the right time.
They won their last seven
tests and were first to qualify
for the final.

“We haven’t been super
dominant in our perfor-
mances,” South Africa captain
Temba Bavuma said when the
team qualified in December. 

“We definitely haven’t been
clinical or ruthless when the
opportunity or the situation is
called upon. But I think what
we’ve done is that we’ve found
ways to make sure that the
result is on our side.”

Who opens with
Khawaja?
Australia already had a veter-

an team when it won the 2023
final by crushing India by 209
runs at the Oval. Ten of that
11 are back. Only David
Warner is missing, retired
from the test format.

Medium-pace bowler Josh
Hazlewood was injured and
didn’t play, but he’s expected to
replace one of the 2023 stars,
Scott Boland. Hazlewood over-
came a shoulder injury to
spearhead Royal Challengers
Bengaluru to a first Indian

Premier League title last week
with 22 wickets in 12 innings.

Warner’s permanent
replacement at opener still
hasn’t been settled. Sam
Konstas made an audacious
debut at age 19 in December
against India, but Travis Head
was preferred in Sri Lanka in
February. They seem to be the
main candidates.

Marnus Labuschagne has
opened only once since 2016,
and his form has dropped to

the point of concern. He aver-
aged just 28.33 in the WTC
cycle and attempts last month
to spark form at Glamorgan
in the second tier of 
the English County
Championship fell flat. In the
same division, allrounder
Cameron Green scored three
hundreds for Gloucestershire
in a comeback from lower
spine surgery which sidelined
him for six months. But he’s
not ready to bowl.

It may not matter. Australia
has four of its top 10 all-time
leading wicket-takers in Nathan
Lyon (553, third), Mitchell
Starc (382, fourth), captain Pat
Cummins (294, eighth), and
Hazlewood (279, 10th).

Steve Smith is locked in at
Number 4 in the batting order.
He turned 36 last week and
hasn’t played in the top flight
since March, just like Konstas,
opener Usman Khawaja, Lyon,
Boland, and wicketkeeper Alex
Carey. But they’re entrusted
with the knowhow to switch
on when it counts.

3 Indian shooters make WC debut in Munich

Lack of solution prompted Kohli retirement: Monty Panesar 

Kolkata, Delhi swap Tests

against West Indies, SA

India must nail conditions to do
well in England: Ex-cricketers

Bumrah message filled Cameron Green with confidence ahead of his surgery 

Diksha shoots over par, out of
top 10, Kouskova secures title

Australia’s faces South Africa’s ambition in WTC final
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Kowloon (Hong Kong)

Seeking its first win in the
tournament, the Indian
football team will face
another acid test when it

takes on Hong Kong in a cru-
cial AFC Asian Cup 2027
round three qualifier match
here on Tuesday.

As per reports in the local
media, all 50,000 tickets for the
match have been sold out, set-
ting a new attendance record
for Hong Kong football. 

Manolo Marquez’s men will
have their task cut out as they
face a Hong Kong side that has
been revitalised under the guid-
ance of manager Ashley
Westwood, who knows a lot
about Indian football and will
certainly look to use his knowl-
edge to the home side’s advan-
tage. Placed in Pot 1 for the qual-
ifiers, India, ranked 127th, got
off to a slow start with a draw
against Bangladesh in March. 

Meanwhile, Pot 2 side Hong
Kong, ranked 153, also man-
aged only a point in Singapore,
meaning there is still nothing to
separate the four sides in Group
C after the first matchday.

For Hong Kong, the day will
be a historic. The game is not
only a crucial qualifier in their
search for only a second AFC
Asian Cup berth in 59 years, but
also the inaugural football
match at the 50,000 seater Kai
Tak Stadium, part of the Kai
Tak Sports Park, the largest
sports complex in Hong Kong.

Featuring a retractable roof
and constructed at a cost of
HKD 30 billion at the site of the
city’s former airport, the stadi-
um even features a flexible
pitch system for other sports
and entertainment events.

It will be India and Hong
Kong’s 25th meeting since their
first in 1951. India lead the
head-to-head with nine wins,
Hong Kong have eight, while
seven have been draws. 

However, the Blue Tigers
have won only once on Hong
Kong soil, a 2-1 friendly victo-
ry in 1957.

The previous meeting in
2022 is still fresh in the mem-
ories of many — a 4-0 drubbing
in a rain-lashed Asian Cup
qualifier in Kolkata. 

Defender Sandesh Jhingan,

however, reiterated that it’s “all
about now”.

“It was quite a comfortable
scoreline but since then, Hong
Kong have changed a lot. They
have a new coach and a lot of
new players. So, it’s not going
to be as easy, and you cannot
get complacent or take things
lightly. “Every game on the
international stage is tough,
especially on away soil. We are
preparing in the best way, and
we will go for the maximum
points on Tuesday,” said the 31-
year-old Jhingan.

Since August 2024, Hong
Kong have been coached by
Westwood, a familiar name in
Indian football. The
Englishman led Bengaluru FC
from 2013 to 2016 and also
took charge of ATK and

RoundGlass Punjab FC later. 
He also coached the

Afghanistan side that defeated
India in the FIFA World Cup
Qualifiers last year.

Under Westwood, Hong
Kong have only lost once in 12
matches — 0-1 to Liechtenstein
in a friendly. But only two wins
have come against higher-
ranked opponents, Solomon
Islands and Philippines (both
friendlies). 

In preparation for the match
against India, Hong Kong
played a non-official friendly
against Manchester United FC
that they lost 1-3 on May 30,
and then a FIFA friendly
against Nepal on June 5, which
was a scoreless affair.
Lallianzuala Chhangte shared
his thoughts on the opponents. 

“Playing against Hong Kong
is a significant challenge
because they have a good
defensive setup, and we know
their coach as well. He has a lot
of experience in India,”
Chhangte said.

“Hong Kong are a good
counter-attacking team as well,
and we have to be well aware
of that. We have a plan, and it’s
all about executing. If we go
into the game with the right
mindset, attitude and hunger,
we can win this game,” said the
winger, who celebrated his
28th birthday on Sunday.

Apart from the new coach,
the Hong Kong squad also
features many new natu-
ralised and foreign-born play-
ers. Among them are for-
wards Juninho and Stefan
Pereira, midfielder Fernando,
and defender Dudu — all
born in Brazil. Spain-born
forward Manolo Bleda and
Japan-born midfielder Sohgo
Ichikawa also made their
Hong Kong debuts recently.

Among the experienced lot
are goalkeeper Yapp Hung Fai,
who has over a century of
caps, defenders Sun Ming Him,
Yue Tze Nam and Tsui Wang
Kit, all of whom ply their trade
in the Chinese Super League,
and midfielder Tan Chun Lok. 

The majority of the squad,
however, play their club foot-
ball in the Hong Kong Premier
League for Kitchee SC,
Southern District, Lee Man
FC, Eastern FC and current
champions Tai Po FC.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Mary Tucker
feels the Shooting

League of India will provide
huge opportunity to develop
the sport both within India
and across the world.

The 23-year-old, who won
silver in the mixed 10m air
rif le team event during
Tokyo2020, has earlier com-
peted for the University of
Kentucky and West Virginia
University in the NCAA
competitions, and also repre-
sented Saltendorf in
Germany’s Bundesliga. 

Tucker said she enjoys
competing in team format
tournaments. 

“I really like leagues. I
have experience with the
NCAA and with the
Bundesliga, and I really like
being on a team and having
that atmosphere of being
able to have spectators root-
ing for an entire team.

“I really like the format of
having top athletes and
junior athletes competing
together. I feel like that’s a
huge opportunity to develop
shooting sports both within
India and all around the
world,” Tucker was quoted as
saying in a media release.

The ISSF has allocated the
window between November
20 and December 2 for the
first season of the SLI, and
the tournament will feature
mixed team events in pistol
(10m, 25m), rifle (10m, 50m
3 positions), and shotgun
(Trap & Skeet).

“India is at a really high
level in the sport, so it’s real-
ly a good opportunity for the
Indian athletes to compete
with people from outside, but
also it’s a great opportunity
for international athletes
because we get to compete
with the really high-level
Indian shooters.

“I think it will be a really
great opportunity as well to
build a kind of fan base and
hopefully get some more
interest in the whole world,”
she further added.

Tucker feels the experience
of playing for several teams
may give her an advantage in
the upcoming league.

“Those athletes who have
shot in the NCAA or in the
Bundesliga for many years
could have a bit of an advan-
tage because we do know

what it’s like to compete with
the pressure of a team. It’s
very different.”

Tucker also said that she
believes that the league will
not only help in growing the
popularity of the sport across
the USA and other regions,
but also help her individual
game. “The opportunity to
travel more and train with
other high-level athletes is
going to help bring my level
of shooting up. And there are
going to be different types of
opportunities and experi-
ences that we will get with
this league.

“It may put you in a situa-
tion that is super different or
uncomfortable. And that will
help a ton because we are
going to be able to get used
to those situations,” Tucker
said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

Having guided Kolkata
Knight Riders to their
third title last year and

led Punjab Kings to the IPL
final this year, star India crick-
eter Shreyas Iyer says he “loves”
leadership role as it helps to
bring out the best in him.

Iyer was pivotal in guiding
PBKS to the IPL final against
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
this year, scoring 604 runs,
including six half-centuries.
But, as luck would have it, he
missed out on a Test spot for
the five-Test away series against
England beginning later this
month. He also led Delhi
Capitals in the past.

“It (captaincy) brings in a
lot of maturity and responsi-
bility. You are always expect-
ed to perform and contribute
in the best way possible for the
team because whenever there
is a hurdle or some kind of
adversity you face as a team,
they always come to the cap-
tain,” Iyer told the T20
Mumbai League.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Paris

After a flawless fortnight in
Paris, Jannik Sinner was
on the brink of capturing

his first French Open title after a
dominant run on the clay courts
of Roland-Garros.

Facing defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz, the top-ranked
Italian was firmly in control.
Sinner’s deep groundstrokes, excel-
lent service, heavy top spin, and
subtle variations had worn down
Alcaraz, who found himself 5-3
down and trailing 0-40 in the
fourth set, and facing three match
points. At that moment, it felt like
the best of all possible worlds for the
23-year-old Sinner.

But then the momentum swung.
Alcaraz fought back, saved the first
match point when Sinner sent a
forehand long. On the second,
Sinner missed a return. The third
ended with Alcaraz winning a
short baseline exchange.

Sinner had just let his
chance slip away
From there, Alcaraz produced one
of the greatest comeback in Roland-
Garros history to win the longest
final ever played on the Parisian
dirt - 5 hours and 29 minutes — 4-
6, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (10-2).”

It’s an amazing trophy, so I won’t
sleep tonight very well, but it’s
okay,” Sinner said during the tro-
phy ceremony.

Exciting rivalry
There is hardly anything between the
two best players in tennis at the
moment, who have now combined to
win the last six Grand Slam titles and
appear poised to build one of the

sport’s most compelling rivalries in the
years ahead.

Sunday’s duel delivered a match
of rare intensity, filled with punish-
ing baseline rallies, exquisite drop
shots, and brilliant passing shots —
thrilling a packed Court Philippe-
Chatrier.

This one hurts!
Reflecting on the match in his

post-final press conference, Sinner
tried to draw positives from a dev-
astating loss.

“Obviously, this one hurts,” he
said. “There’s not so much to say
right now. But again, I’m happy
with how we’re trying to
improve every day and
put myself in these kinds
of positions. It was a very
high-level match, that’s

for sure. I’m happy to be part of it.
But yeah, the final result hurts.”

It was a particularly tough end-
ing for Sinner, who had not
dropped a set on his way to the
final, including a dominant semi-
final win over three-time French
Open champion Novak Djokovic.

Before facing Alcaraz, Sinner
had never lost a Grand Slam final,
winning his first three. A victory
would have made him just the fifth
man in the Open Era to win three
consecutive major titles.

“I’m pretty sure you are going to
be a champion, not once but many,
many times,” Alcaraz told him
during the trophy ceremony. “It is
a privilege to share the court with
you in every tournament, making
history with you.”

Sinner, who will remain world
No. 1, said he’ll lean on his fami-
ly and loved ones to recover from
the loss. “Now it’s my time to take
something from the close people I
have,” he said. “As I’ve always said,
before my career started, I never
would’ve imagined finding myself
in this position. It wasn’t even a
dream because it felt so far away —

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Tokyo

Hakuho, a retired “yokozuna”
or grand champion and
viewed by many as the sport’s

greatest wrestler, said on Monday he
has quit the Japan Sumo Association
after an apparent falling out with the
governing body of the ancient sport.

The Mongolia-born Hakuho was
earlier sanctioned by the Japan
Sumo Association, accused of fail-
ing to control the behaviour of a
wrestler in his so-called stable, the
term used for a training team head-
ed by retired wrestlers. Hakuho’s sta-
ble was closed a year ago. Japanese
media reports say the wrestler in
question engaged in physical vio-
lence. But closing a stable, instead of
just punishing an individual wrestler,
was unusual.  He did not directly crit-
icize the professional Japan Sumo
Association, but he said wrestlers
who had trained under him were
treated unfairly. Hakuho, who was
granted Japanese citizenship, said he
had been in talks with the associa-
tion but recently decided to quit
because there was no hope of reopen-
ing his stable. 

His farewell and future
“After 25 years of loving sumo and
being loved by sumo, I want to
advance toward a new dream,”
Hakuho told reporters Monday at a
Tokyo hotel. Hakuho said he wants
to create a body to govern sumo out-
side Japan — the “world sumo pro-

ject.” He called it a “new dream” to
“expand sumo to the world.”

“When I think of my situation, I
think it’s best to contribute to sumo
from the outside,” he said, wearing
a dark suit and referring to the Japan
Sumo Association.

Appearing with a lawyer and
other officials he had tapped for his
team, Hakuho said they were getting
corporate sponsors to back sumo
grand slams, which draw amateur
sumo wrestlers from around the
world, including children and
women.

Hakuho said he was friends with
Toyota Motor Corp. Chairman
Akio Toyoda, who has expressed
interest in supporting his efforts.
Toyota already supports various

amateur and professional sports
activities.  Toyota comfirmed Akio
Toyoda’s friendship with Hakuho.
“He (Hahuko) is devoted to trying
to bring the world closer together
through sumo,” the company quot-
ed Akio Toyoda saying in a state-
ment. Many regard the Mongolia-
born Hakuko as the greatest cham-
pion in the sport’s history and he
holds many of its records. Hahuko’s
late-father, who went by the given
name of Monkhbat, was an Olympic
silver medalist for Mongolia in
1968. He also competed in at the
1964 Tokyo Olympics.

Sumo encompasses very strict
rules and traditions that have
prompted other top wrestlers to pur-
sue careers outside the sport.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Lucerne (Switzerland)

India’s Saptak Talwar
struggled in windy condi-
tions to card a 7-over 78

in the final round, finishing
tied 44th at the Swiss
Challenge here. After three
steady under-par rounds had
positioned him for a strong
finish, the Indian golfer
struggled on the final day and
slipped out of contention.
Talwar, who was inside the
top 20 heading into the last
round, tumbled down the
leader board to end the tour-
nament tied for 44th.

He began his round on the
front nine and had already
dropped five shots halfway
through the round. He had a
double bogey on the third fol-
lowed by a bogey on the
fourth and another two
bogeys on the sixth and sev-
enth holes.

On the back nine, he
picked up a shot on the 14th
only to make three consec-
utive bogeys between the
15th and 17th holes and
ended the week at a total
score of even par. Felix Mory
became a two-time winner
on the HotelPlanner Tour
after holding his nerve in a
play-off to claim the Swiss
Challenge title.

The Frenchman signed for
a two under par round of 69
on the final day to reach 12
under par for the week along-
side Spaniard Santiago Tarrio,
before Mory birdied the first
extra hole to secure victory.

Mory, who eagled the 17th
hole to force his way into a
play-off, climbs 43 places to
sixth in the Road to Mallorca
Rankings with the win. It’s his
first victory since 2021. Third
day leader Tobias Jonsson
slipped down to tied third
with a round of 2-over 73.

India gear up for Hong Kong
test in Asian Cup Qualifiers

Shooting League of India to help

develop sport, says Mary Tucker

Sinner’s eye-catching run at French Open ends in heartbreakLeadership
role brings out
best in him,
says Shreyas

Saptak finishes 44th
in Swiss Challenge

I wasn’t even thinking about it.
Now I find myself here, playing
the longest final in the history of
Roland-Garros.

WRESTLER HAKUHO QUITS
JAPAN SUMO ASSOCIATION 


