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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

Forty years after the
Kanishka Air India
bombing on June 23,

1985, Canada has finally iden-
tified ‘Mr X,’ a man who was
involved in testing a bomb just
weeks before the incident.
However, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) did
not reveal his name, citing pri-
vacy laws.

This disclosure came on the
eve of the 40th anniversary of
the attack in which 329 people
were killed. Incidentally, Mr X
died without facing 
any charges.

On June 21, RCMP
Assistant Commissioner David
Teboul confirmed the death of
the mysterious Mr X during an
event commemorating 
the anniversary of the
Kanishka bombing.

Dozens of relatives of the
victims attended the memor-
ial. On June 23, 1985, a bomb
was detonated midair by
Khalistani terrorists on Air
India Flight 182, killing all 329
people on board. The plane
was flying from Montreal to
Mumbai with a stopover in
London. The passengers were
mostly Canadians of Indian
origin.  The explosion, which
took place off the coast of
Ireland, is recorded as 
the worst terror attack 
against Canadians.

Teboul, along with several
other RCMP officers, was part
of the Canadian delegation
present at the memorial to
mark the 40th anniversary of
the bombing.

He is the commander of fed-
eral policing in British
Columbia, stated that despite

the acquittals of two key sus-
pects in the bombing case in
2005, investigators continued
to pursue the case “to tie up
some loose ends and discover
more truth that’s independent
of judicial process.”

This persistent investigation
ultimately led to the discovery
of the identity of the mystery
man referred to as ‘Mr X’, who
had travelled to Duncan,
British Columbia, on June 4,
1985, with Talwinder Singh
Parmar, a terrorist of Babbar
Khalsa and mastermind of the
terror plot.

The two men then met up
with Inderjit Singh Reyat, an
electrician, who was later
found guilty of making and
planting bombs.

The trio entered the woods
and tested a bomb, while
agents from the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS) were following them.
They then joined Inderjit Singh
Reyat and entered a wooded
area to test an improvised
explosive device (IED).

CSIS agents had been sur-
veilling the trio and heard the
blast, but mistakenly believed
it to be the sound of gunfire. As
a result, they did not pursue
any charges at the time.

For decades, investigators
referred to one of the men
involved in testing the bomb as
‘Mr X’, as they were unable to
confirm his identity. According
to the RCMP, he died not 
long ago, without ever facing
any charges.

In his address at the memo-
rial on Saturday, David Teboul
reiterated that following the
2005 acquittals, the investiga-
tion continued in hopes of
resolving “loose ends”, eventu-
ally identifying the man who
helped test the type of bomb
that brought down the Air
India flight 40 years ago.

Inderjit Singh Reyat was the
only individual ever convicted
in connection with the bomb-
ing.  He pleaded guilty to
helping build the bomb that
exploded on AI-182 but
claimed he did not know the
identity of ‘Mr X’. Reyat later
committed perjury during the
trial, which led to a longer
prison sentence. He has 
since served his time and
been released.

Talwinder Singh Parmar,
the alleged mastermind behind
the bombing and founder of
the Babbar Khalsa terrorist
group, was killed in a shootout
with Punjab Police in 1992.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Islamabad

Pakistan’s former foreign
minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari on Monday said

his country will go to war if India
denies Islamabad its fair share of
water under the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT).

India put in abeyance the
1960 agreement soon after the
April 22 Pahalgam terrorist
attack. Home Minister Amit
Shah last week announced to
never restore the historic accord.

Bilawal’s comments came two
days after Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry criticised Shah’s
“brazen disregard” for interna-
tional agreements.

Bilawal, in a speech in parlia-
ment, rejected the Indian deci-
sion to suspend the agreement
and threatened to get Pakistan’s
share of water.

“India has two options: share
water fairly, or we will deliver
water to us from all six rivers,”
he said referring to the six rivers
of the Indus basin.

He said that the IWT was still
in vogue as the agreement can-
not be held in abeyance.

“The attack on Sindhu (Indus
River) and India’s claim that the
IWT has ended and it’s in
abeyance. Firstly, this is illegal,
as the IWT is not in abeyance,
it is binding on Pakistan and
India, but the threat itself of stop-
ping water is illegal according to
the UN charter,” he said. Bilawal,
who is head of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), also threat-
ened that if India decides to fol-
low through on the threat, “we
will have to wage war again”.

Bhutto
threatens
war over
Indus treaty

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

If you’ve yet to experience
the finger-licking magic of
Dogra and Kashmiri cui-

sine, buckle up for a gastro-
nomic adventure aboard the
Katra-Srinagar Vande Bharat
Express. Starting from the sec-
ond week of July 2025, the
Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation Limited
(IRCTC) will transform this
scenic train journey into a
rolling feast, offering a delec-
table menu of popular vegetar-
ian dishes from Jammu 
and Kashmir.

On Monday, Additional
General Manager, IRCTC,
Anand Kumar Jha,   unveiled
the delicious plan, stating, “We
are working out a plan to serve
local cuisine on the Katra-
Srinagar Vande Bharat train,
and it is expected to start from
the second week of July.”

This initiative is set to make

the journey as unforgettable as
the destinations themselves,
offering passengers on board a
taste of Jammu and Kashmir’s
culinary soul.

Sharing details of the mouth-
watering menu, a senior
IRCTC official said, “Popular
local cuisine, such as Ambal
Kaddu, Babru, and Jammu
Paratha will be served for

breakfast, while Paneer
Chaman, Kashmiri Dum Aloo,
and Jammu Rajma will be
available for lunch.”

IRCTC’s initiative is part of
a broader mission to showcase
India’s diverse cuisines on pre-
mium trains like Vande Bharat,
Rajdhani, and Shatabdi
Express. Ever since the train
service was launched on June

6 by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it has attracted a huge
rush of visitors willing to take
the ride. To cater to the grow-
ing demand of passengers, the
railway authorities are already
contemplating either increasing
the frequency of the train ser-
vices or adding more coaches
to clear the rush of passengers.

Before preparing the menu,
we spoke to all top food outlets
and hotels, and selected the
most popular local dishes,”
IRCTC officials said.

To ensure authenticity,
IRCTC is partnering with local
chefs and culinary experts
from Jammu and Kashmir to
craft recipes that honor tradi-
tional cooking techniques.

Ingredients will be sourced
from local markets to capture
the true essence of the region,
with dishes prepared under
strict hygiene and quality pro-
tocols by IRCTC’s certified
catering partners. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dubai

Iran launched missile
attacks Monday on US
military bases in Qatar
and Iraq, retaliating for

the American bombing of its
nuclear sites and escalating
tensions in the volatile region.

Qatar condemned the
attack on Al Udeid Air Base
attack, but said it successful-
ly intercepted the missiles and
no casualties were reported. It
said its airspace was now safe.

Iran said the attack in Qatar
matched the number of
bombs dropped by the United
States on its nuclear sites this
weekend, signalling its likely
desire to de-escalate.

Iran also said it targeted the
base because it was outside of
populated areas.

Iran announced the attack
on state television as martial
music played. A caption on
screen called it “a mighty and
successful response” to
“America’s aggression.”

The Ain al-Assad base
housing US troops in western
Iraq was also targeted, an
Iraqi security official who was
not authorised to comment
publicly told The Associated
Press on condition of
anonymity.

It wasn’t immediately clear
if there was damage to the Iraq
base or any injuries.

Qatar’s Foreign Ministry
said the attack by Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards was “a
flagrant violation of Qatar’s
sovereignty, its airspace, and
international law.”

Al Udeid is also home to the
Combined Air Operations
Center, which provides com-
mand and control of air power
across the region as well as the
379th Air Expeditionary
Wing, the largest expedi-

tionary wing in the world.
The retaliation came a day

after the US launched a sur-
prise attack Sunday morning
on three of Iran’s nuclear sites.

Just before the explosions,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian wrote on the social
platform X: “We neither initi-
ated the war nor seeking it.
But we will not leave invasion
to the great Iran without
answer.”

Earlier in the day, Israel
expanded its war against Iran
to include targets associated
with the country’s struggling
theocracy, striking the gate of
a Tehran prison notorious for
holding political activists and
hitting the headquarters of the
military force that suppressed
recent protests.

As plumes of thick smoke

rose over Tehran, Israel was
attacked with yet another bar-
rage of Iranian missiles 
and drones. 

The persistent fire has
become a reality for civilians
in both countries since Israel
started the war to target
Tehran’s rapidly advancing
nuclear programme.

On the 11th day of the con-
flict, Israel said it attacked
“regime targets and govern-
ment repression bodies in the
heart of Tehran,” but Israeli
officials insisted they did not
seek the overthrow of Iran’s
government, their archene-
my since the country’s 1979
Islamic Revolution.

The Israeli military warned
Iranians that it would contin-
ue to attack military sites
around Tehran over “the com-

ing days” as its focuses has
shifted to symbolic targets as
well. The military issued the
warning on the social platform
X, though Iranians are strug-
gling to access the outside
world as an internet shutdown
has crippled the country.

The latest strikes unfolded
only hours after President
Donald Trump openly raised
the possibility himself after
just a day earlier inserting
America into the war with its
unprecedented stealth-
bomber strike on three Iranian
nuclear sites.

“If the current Iranian
Regime is unable to MAKE
IRAN GREAT AGAIN, why
wouldn’t there be a Regime
change???” he asked on his
Truth Social website.

Vande Bharat train crosses the Chenab rail bridge in Reasi district of 
Jammu and Kashmir FILE PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

The Delhi Police have
busted a large-scale fuel
theft racket and arrested

eight people in connection with
the systematic siphoning of
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
from tankers meant for the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport and selling it illegally as
Mineral Turpentine Oil (MTO),
commonly used in the ink and
paint industry, police said 
on Sunday.

Police also recovered 72,000
litres of ATS from their posses-
sion causing a loss of over
`1.62 crore to the national
exchequer every month, with
an estimated 5,000 litres of
fuel being stolen daily for three
years. Among the eight accused,
six were arrested and the
remaining two were detained as
they helped the truck driver in
transporting the fuel to the fac-
tory, police said.

“The ATF was originally dis-
patched from HPCL’s Asoda
Depot in Bahadurgarh for
delivery to IGI Airport.
However, tanker drivers, in
connivance with the trans-
porter and godown owner,
manipulated GPS tracking data
and diverted the tankers to a
concealed location in Mundka,”
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Aditya Gautam said.

The security locks on the
tankers - meant to be opened
only at the designated airport
depot - were bypassed using
duplicate master keys. Forged
dip rods were then used to fake
proper delivery readings, 
he added.

The siphoned fuel was trans-
ferred into barrels and sold as
Mineral Turpentine Oil (MTO),
commonly used in the ink and
paint industry. “Three oil
tankers carrying 24,000 litres of
ATF each were seized from the
spot along with siphoning
pipes, drums, and cash,” the
officer said.

In addition to the tankers,
police also recovered two pick-
up trucks meant for transport-
ing the stolen fuel, `1.05 lakh
in cash,  siphoning equipment,
nine empty drums, and three
duplicate master keys.

Aviation fuel
theft busted
at the Delhi
airport

Soon, a finger licking journey through J and K

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Monday commenced

the detailed audit at Air India’s
main base in Gurugram that
will cover operations, flight
scheduling, rostering and var-
ious other areas. Top sources
said an eight-member team
from the DGCA has started the
annual audit of Air India’s
main base. Generally, a three-
member team carries out the
yearly audit.  The airline has
come under intense scrutiny
after its London-bound Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner plane
crashed soon after take-off in
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing
270 people, including 241 peo-
ple onboard.

“DGCA has started the audit
at Air India’s main base at
Gurugram. The annual exercise
will cover all aspects, including
operations, flight planning,
scheduling, rostering and
IOCC (Integrated Operations
Control Centre),” the source
said. Air India is headquartered
in Gurugam, Haryana.

The audit exercise also
comes at a time when the reg-
ulator has taken action against
some Air India officials for
repeated safety lapses.

On June 21, DGCA sought
details on the airline’s planned
and unplanned inspections,
audit, cockpit/en route, sta-
tion facility, ramp and cabin
inspection, among others, from
its flight operations inspectors
since 2024. The communica-
tion was sent out a day after the
regulator issued a show-cause
notice to the airline for Flight
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL)
violation and also ordered the
removal of the airline’s three
senior officials from 
their respective roles for 
certain lapses.

Meanwhile, DGCA has also
put in place a new framework
for comprehensive special
audits to generate a 360-degree
evaluation of the aviation
ecosystem, reflecting both its

strengths and areas needing
improvement.

These special audits will be
over and above the regulatory
audits carried out as per the
Annual Surveillance
Programme. In a detailed circu-
lar dated June 19, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said a com-
prehensive special framework to
assess aviation ecosystem and
strengthen aviation safety archi-
tecture is being put in place.

“Traditionally, regulatory
and safety oversight functions
within Indian aviation have
been conducted in silos, with
different directorates perform-
ing inspections and audits spe-
cific to their respective
domains,” it said.

DGCA begins audit of Air India
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

With its political future
at stake following
the drubbing in

Delhi, the AAP secured mas-
sive victories in bypolls in
Punjab’s Ludhiana West and
Gujarat’s Visavadar.
Meanwhile, the Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF) secured a decisive win
in Kerala’s Nilambur. The BJP,
despite fielding candidates in
all five bypolls, managed to
only bag Gujarat’s Kadi while
West Bengal’s ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
retained the Kaliganj  seat. The
encouraging performance of
the AAP, which has kept a low
profile since its loss in the
Delhi Assembly polls, will
also give it a boost. The
bypolls tested the political
mettle of the BJP and the
INDIA bloc, especially in West
Bengal and Kerala, where
elections are slated for 
next year.

Amid speculations, AAP
supremo and former Delhi
chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal, addressing a press
conference, said he would not
go to the Rajya Sabha, after the
party’s sitting Upper House
member Sanjeev Arora won

the Ludhiana West bypolls in
Punjab.  The buzz over
Kejriwal going to the Rajya
Sabha intensified after win-
ning the Ludhiana West
bypolls in Punjab on Tuesday.
“Many times I have been sent
to the Rajya Sabha. I want to
tell you I am not going to the
Rajya Sabha. The political
affairs committee of the party
will decide whom to nomi-
nate,” he said. 

In Visavadar seat, AAP for-
mer state president Gopal
Italia turned out to be a giant
slayer as he defeated former
BJP district president Kirit
Patel by a margin of 17,554
votes, according to data shared
by the Election Commission.
Despite its near-total domi-
nance in the State, the BJP has

not won the Visavadar seat
since 2007. The seat fell vacant
in December 2023 after the
then AAP legislator
Bhupendra Bhayani resigned
and joined the ruling BJP. The
win means the AAP has re-
asserted its hold over a seat it
won in the 2022 election,
only to see the then-winner,
Bhupendra Bhayani, cross to
the BJP.

The AAP retained the
Ludhiana West seat, with for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP and
industrialist Sanjeev Arora
winning by a margin of over
10,000 votes. The bypoll was
being seen as a litmus test for
the AAP, which has kept a low
profile since its loss in the
Delhi Assembly polls. 

Opposition sweeps bypolls

Canada identifies terror link, 40
years after Kanishka bombing

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

India on Monday
extended the closure of
its airspace for flights

operated by Pakistan air-
lines by another month till
July 24. On Monday, a
fresh NOTAM (Notice to
Airmen) was issued,
extending the closure by
one more month till July
24, 2025. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan has
also extended by one
month the closure of its
airspace for Indian aircraft
till July 24.

The Indian airspace has
been closed for planes
operated, owned or leased
by Pakistan airlines and
operators, including mil-
itary flights, since April 30.
The ban was imposed as
part of various measures
taken by the government
against Pakistan in the
wake of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack that killed 26
people on April 22.

Initially, the ban was to
end on May 24 and was
subsequently extended till
June 24. 

As per the NOTAM,
Indian airspace will not be
available for Pakistan-reg-
istered aircraft and aircraft
operated, owned or leased
by Pakistan airlines and
operators, including mil-
itary flights.

India extends
airspace
restriction for
Pakistan

Rishabh Pant celebrates after scoring a century on day four of the first
cricket test match between England and India at Leeds, England PTI

AAP workers shout slogans and celebrate after Gopal Italiya’s victory in
the Visavadar Assembly by-election in Ahmedabad PTI

PIONEER PHOTO

Russian President Vladimir Putin greeting Ambassador of Iran to Russia Kazem Jalali and Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi (center) prior to their talks at the Kremlin on Monday PTI

US bases in Qatar, Iraq hit

A truck carrying wreckage of the Air India plane that recently crashed PTI
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I, Bhateri W/o Sh. 
Rajender R/o Aprahi 
Mohalla, Safidon Gate, Jind, 
declare that my son Matadin 
alias Sonu and his wife 
Anjali are out of my control. 
Therefore, I disown them 
from all my movable and 
immovable property and 
from my life. Anyone who 
engages in any kind of 
transaction or relationship 
with them will do so at their 
own risk. Neither I nor my 
family will bear any 
responsibility for their 
actions. 

I, Pardeep Sarkar s/o  
Prafula Sarkar, R/o # 2636-
C, Phase-I, Ramdarbar, 
Chandigarh declare that my 
son Nippu Sarkar and his 
wife Tanisha Biswas are out 
of my control. So, I disown 
them from all my moveable/ 
immoveable properties. 

I, Parveen Kumar Arora 
s/o Ranjit Lal r/o #467, Deep 
Nagar, Gali No. 1, 
Kotkapura Road, Sri 
Muktsar Sahib declare that I 
have disowned my son 
Varun Kumar( 2011), Now 
he is under my control. I 
withdrawn my disown He 
has full right in my all 
moveable / immovable 
properties. 

I, Ram Niwas Son of 
Hira Lal R/o House No 81, 
Phase 3, Bapu Dham 
Colony Sector 26, UT 
Chandigarh Inform that My 
Son Akash is Out Of My 
Control. I Disown Him From 
My All Moveable And 
Immoveable Properties. 
Anybody Deal With Him  
Will Do At Their Own Risk. 

I, Balwinder Singh S/o 
Sh. Ram Singh R/o Village 
Jangpura alias 
Gobindapura, District S.A.S. 
Nagar (Mohali), Punjab-
140601. Declare that my 
elder son Kuldeep Singh is 
out of my control. So, I 
disown my movable / 
immovable properties. If 
anybody deals with him will 
be at his / her own risk. 

I, Rajkumar  S/o 
Chander Singh R/o  Ward 
No. 14 Vakil Colony Cheeka 
Tehsil Guhla District Kaithal, 
have disown my son Rahul 
Kumar and daughter-in-law 
Meenakshi from my 
movable/ immovable 
property as both are beyond 
my control, if anybody deals 
them do at own risk and 
responsibility, we shall not 
be responsible. 

I Kamlesh Rani wife of 
Late Shri Ramesh Chand 
resident of Ward no. 10 Killa 
chowk Pihowa, Teh Pihowa, 
Distt. Kurukshetar, hereby 
declare that my real son 
Vikas Mittal and his wife 
Shikha Tomar (daughter-in-
law), both are out of my 
control, so i disown them 
from all my moveable- 
immovable properties, Any 
person dealing with her 
would deal with them at his 
/ her / their own risk and 
responsibility. I and my 
family not responsible for 
any kinds of act. 

I, Amjad Alam S/o Nabi 
Diwan R/o Village Chunni 
Kala, Tehsil Bassi Pathana, 
District Fatehgarh Sahib, 
declare that my son 
Khurshed Alam is beyond 
my control. I Evict him from 
all my movable and 
immovable property. Anyone  
dealing with him shall be 
responsible himself, I or my 
family will not be 
responsible. 

I, Baldev Singh S/o Sh. 
Surajbhan, R/o Ward No. 
13, Street No. 05, Vinod 
Nagar Millgate, Hisar Tehsil 
& District Hisar, Haryana, 
declares that my daughter, 
Mamta, is out of my & my 
family's control, now I evict 
my said daughter, Mamta, 
from my movable and 
immovable property. If the 
above-mentioned daughter 
has any transaction with 
anyone or maintains any 
relationship with anyone, 
then she themselves will be 
responsible. My family and I 
will not have any 
responsibility in this. 

I, Ratan Kaur W/o 
Puran Singh village Satora 
tehsil Pehowa district 
Kurukshetra my son Sukhbir 
Singh and his wife Rupa 
and my daughter Kulwant 
Kaur W/o Ashok Singh Is 
Out Of My Control. I, Disown 
Him From All My Moveable 
And Immoveable 
Properties. If Anybody Deals 
With Him At Their Own Risk. 

We, Ishwar S/o Banarsi 
Das and Kamlesh W/o Sh. 
Ishwar Singla R/o Ajmer 
Basti Bhiwani Road Jind 
Teh. & Distt. Jind (Hr.) 
declare that our Son Ashu is 
out of our control. So, we 
disown him from our 
movable and immovable 
properties. Anybody dealing 
with him will do so at their 
own risk, We and our family 
members are not 
responsible. 

म�, कुलिव	 कौर प�ी 
जसिव	 िसंह िनवासी गांव 
बूडनपुर, तहसील टोहाना, िजला 
फतेहाबाद �ान करती �ं िक 
मेरी लड़की महक ीत कौर मेरे व 
मेरे प"रवार के कहने- सुनने से 
बाहर है। इसिलए म' उसे अपनी 
चल-अचल संपि+ से बेदखल 
करती �ं। भिव. म/ उससे लेन-
देन करने वाला 0यं िज2ेवार 
होगा। मेरी व मेरे प"रवार की कोई 
िज2ेवारी नही होगी। 

I, Sonia Sahota W/o 
Kulwinder Singh Passport 
No. W0204758, Issue at 
Vancouver on 03-08-2022, 
Permanent Resident of 
Village Dhakki PO Bassi 
Ballo Distt. Hoshiarpur 
(Punjab) India and Currently 
Residing at 175-30930 
Westridge PL Abbotsford 
V2T 0H6 BC Canada do 
here by changed my minor 
son name from Guransh 
Singh to Guransh Singh 
Sohata, (Passport no 
Y6762343) with immediate 
effect. 

I Manjeet Kaur W/O 
Sarabjit Singh R/O Vpo. 
Sangatpura Tehsil Jagraon 
Distt. Ludhiana Declare 
That In My Passport No. 
N3299261 My Husband 
Name Is Wrongly 
Mentioned As Sarbjit Singh 
But My Husband’s Correct 
Name Is Sarabjit Singh. 
Which May Be Amended 
Accordingly In My Passport. 

I, Hakam Singh S/o 
Banta Singh R/o Botianwala 
Teh-Zira Distt. Ferozepur 
declare that I have changed 
my date from 25-03-1956 to 
01-01-1950. 

I, Gurmeet Kaur W/o 
Hakam Singh R/o 
Botianwala Teh-Zira Distt. 
Ferozepur declare that I 
have changed my date from 
25-03-1962 to 01-01-1955. 

I, No. 1568329F Ex-Nk 
Jasbir Singh son of Late: 
Ujjagar Singh R/o VPO. 
Gharuan Teh-Kharar Distt. 
SAS Nagar (Punjab) hereby 
declare that name of my 
wife Smt. Gurmit Kaur and 
date of birth 15 Jul 1968 has 
been recorded in my 
service documents which is 
incorrect. her correct name 
is Gurmeet Kaur and date of 
birth is 06 Apr 1971. Please 
note. 

I Goudappa Bhimappa 
Choudri is Legally Father of 
Army No.16115296Y Rank 
Hav Name Santoshkumar 
Choudari of Unit 22 Engr 
Regt C/o 56 APO Residing 
at Ingalgi, Bijapur State 
Karnataka Pin 586115 
Declare That my Name 
Goudappa and my Date of 
Birth 01.07.1963 is Wrongly 
Mentioned in my son Army 
Service Records But my 
correct Name is Goudappa 
Bhimappa Choudri and my 
correct date of birth is 
01.01.1955. 

I Dasari Adi 
Lakshumma is Legally 
Mother of Army 
No.16130842X Rank SPR 
Name Dasari Srinivasulu of 
Unit 41 Task Force C/o 56 
APO Residing at 2/45, 
Chinthala Palli, Vtc 
Sankavaram, Po. 
Sankavaram, Sub District 
Kalasapadu, District 
Cuddapah, State Andhra 
Pradesh Pin 516193 
Declare That my Name 
Dasari Adilakshumma and 
my Date of Birth 49 Years is 
Wrongly Mentioned in my 
son Army Service Records 
But my correct Name is 
Dasari Adi Lakshumma and 
my correct date of birth is 
01.01.1966. 

It is for general 
information that I, 
Yadwinder Singh Rana S/o 
Sangram Singh resident of 
House No. 3153, Block-D, 
Sector 89, District SAS 
Nagar (Mohali), Punjab Pin 
code– 160059 India declare 
that name of mine and my 
wife has been wrongly 
written as Yadwinder Singh, 
and Anuradha in my minor 
daughter namely Manat 
Rana aged 17 years in her 
CBSE 10th Class and 12th 
Class Mark sheet. The 
actual name of mine, and 
my wife are Yadwinder 
Singh Rana, and Anuradha 
Rani respectively, which 
may be amended 
accordingly.  

I, Aakansha W/o 
Anshul R/o 556, Jaggi 
Garden, Phase-1, Ambala 
City (Haryana) have 
changed my name from 
Aakansha to Aakanksha. 

I hitherto known as 
RITIK S/O RAMPHAL 
residing at RATA KALAN 
(43), MAHENDRAGARH, 
RATTAN KALAN, 
HARYANA-123021 have 
changed my name and I 
shall hereafter be known as 
RAMAN KUMAR. It is 
certified that I have 
complied with other legal 
requirements in this 
connection. 

I, Ruby Khatun W/o 
Late Mohd.Abdullah R/o 
#853, Rajiv Colony, Sector-
17, Panchkula (Haryana) 
have changed my daughter 
name from Sabumata to 
Sonal. 

I, Bhim Singh Chauhan 
S/o Late Sh. Kanshi Ram 
R/o House no 5278, 
Modern Housing society 
Complex, Manimajra Sector 
13, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Bhim Singh Chauhan to 
Bhim Singh. 

I, Maya Devi Chauhan 
W/o Bhim Singh R/o House 
no 5278, Modern Housing 
society Complex, 
Manimajra Sector 13, 
Chandigarh have changed 
my name from Maya Devi 
Chauhan Chauhan to Maya 
Devi. 

I Robin  S/o  Devi  
Singh Chauhan  R/o # 240, 
Mamta Enclave, Dhakoli, 
NAC Mohali Punjab have 
changed my minor son’s 
name from Shivaay to 
Shivaay Sharma. 

I, Sumit Gupta S/o 
Parveen Kumar R/o Batra 
Colony, Fatehabad, Tehsil & 
Distt. Fatehabad -125050 
declares that in my some 
documents my father's 
name is Parveen while in 
some other documents my 
Father's name is Parveen 
Kumar. Parveen and 
Parveen Kumar both the 
names are of my Fathers 
and same person. 

I hitherto known as 
SWATI D/O RAMBIR 
residing at 3087, NEW 
HOUSING BOARD, 
SECTOR-13, BHIWANI, 
HARYANA-127021 have 
changed my name and I 
shall hereafter be known as 
SWATI KAUSHIK. It is 
certified that I have 
complied with other legal 
requirements in this 
connection. 

I, Monam Tiwari H/o 
Kripa Shankar Dubey R/o 
Village- Gangahara Kala 
Po- Rehi, Teh. Lalganj, 
Distt- Mirzapur (UP) my 
name monam has been 
entered wrongly in army 
record of my husband while 
according to му Aadhar 
card my right & correct 
name Monam Tiwari. Which 
is right & true. Date- 21 jun 
2025 

I Nishant S/o Sh. 
Narender Batra R/o H.N. 
971, Bajran Mohalla, Ashri 
Gate Jind (Haryana) have 
changed my name from 
Nishant to Nishant Batra for 
all future purposes. 

I, Krishan Lal S/o 
Chanda Ram R/o 759, 
Ward no. 2, Mahavir 
Colony, Jagadhri, Distt 
Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Krishan Lal to Krishan Lal 
Wadhwa. 

I, Leela Rani W/o 
Krishan Lal Wadhwa R/o 
759, Ward no. 2, Mahavir 
Colony, Jagadhri, Distt 
Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Leela Rani to Leena 
Wadhwa. 

I  Hemant Kumar 
Mukhija s/o Hari Krishan 
Mukhija R/o 4-L, Model 
Town, Sonipat - 131001 
(Haryana) have changed 
my name from Hemant 
Kumar Mukhija to Hemant 
Mukhija for all future 
purposes. 

I, Gaurav Kharod S/o 
Sh. Amrit Lal r/o H.No 58, 
Sector 18, Huda Colony, 
Jagadhari, Yamunanagar  
have changed my name 
from Gaurav to Gaurav 
Kharod. 

I, No. 13689728X Ex 
Hav Balbir Singh S/o Sh. 
Devi Dass residence of 
Village and PO Dehriwala 
Tehsil  Dasuya Distt. 
Hoshiarpur (PB) has 
changed my name from 
Mina Kumari to Meena Rani 
and her date of birth is 
18/12/1973. Concern Note. 

I, Savita wife of No. 
7126617K Hony Nb Sub 
(Late) Romesh Singh 
resident of Ward No. 2, Kala 
Manj Colony, Mukerian, PO 
& Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 
Hoshiarpur (Pb), have 
changed my name from 
Savita to Savita Rani and 
my correct date of birth is 
12.11.1954. Concerned 
note. 

I, Amita Walia W/o Late 
Sh. Sumit Walia R/o # 21, 
V.P.O. Naraingarh, Distt 
Ambala, Haryana have 
changed my name from 
Amita Devi to Amita Walia. 

I Sonia w/o Vishal 
Kumar  r/o # 820, Near big 
Model Town, Prem Nagar, 
Yamunanagar have 
changed my name from 
Sonia Rohilla to Sonia. In 
future I would like to be 
known as Sonia. 

I, Amit Kumar (Aadhar 
No. 2580 5095 9782) S/O 
Sh. Satyawan Singh R/O 
Vpo. Chhatehra, Tehsil 
Gohana, Distt. Sonipat 
Have Change My Name 
From Amit Sharaya To Amit 
Kumar In All Respectsin 
Future I Will Be Called And 
Known As Amit Kumar. 

I Sawraj Virk W/o Late. 
Gurnam Singh Virk, R/o 
Khoti No:- 866, Phase-7, 
S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, I am 
known with two names 
Sawraj Kaur Virk & Sawraj 
Virk both are same person. 

I, Ram Chander alias 
Ram Chander S/O Budh 
Ram R/O H.N 40A near 
PNB Professor Colony 
Cheeka Tehsil Guhla 
District Kaithal Haryana 
have changed my name 
from Ram Chander alias 
Ram Chander to Ram 
Chander Verma 

I, Jasjeet Singh Rajput 
son of Sh. Surat Singh, 
residing at Flat No. D-501, 
Wave Garden, Wave 
Estate, Sector-85, SAS 
Nagar (Mohali), have 
changed my minor son's 
name from  Warris Rajput to 
Warris Singh Rajput. 

I, Maya w/o Krishan Lal 
r/o Bhoda Bishnoiyan, 
Tehsil Adampur, District 
Hisar, Haryana -125052 
declare that Maya & Maya 
Devi both names are mine 
and one woman. In future I 
should be known as Maya. 

I, Krishan Lal Dhingra 
son of Shri Sona Ram 
resident of H.No. 178, Devi 
Mandir, Old Housing Board 
Colony Panipat Distt 
Panipat-132103, Haryana, 
India state that I have 
changed my name from 
Krishan Lal Dhingra to 
Krishan Lal. 

I, Jagir Singh S/o 
Sharma Singh R/o Bhindi 
Saidan, PO Bhindi Saydan, 
Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-
143110 have changed my 
name from Jagir Singh to 
Singh is my surname and 
Jagir is my given name. 

I, Jaswinder Singh S/o 
Ravinder Singh R/o Block 
Verka, VPO Bal Khurd, 
Amritsar, Punjab-143601 
have changed my name 
from Jaswinder Singh to 
Singh is my surname and 
Jaswinder is my given 
name. 

I Harnek Singh Mahal 
Son of Prem Singh R/o 
House no 378 Adarsh 
Nagar, naya gaon, Distt 
SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab 
have changed my name 
from  Harnek Singh Mahal 
to  Harnek Singh. 

I Pardeep Kumar S/o 
Sh. Kishore Lal Sekhri R/o 
House No 427, Sector 46-A, 
Chandigarh have changed 
my name from Pardeep 
Kumar to Pardeep Kumar 
Sekhri. 

I Naina W/o Arun 
Bunger R/o House No 
2224-C, Block No. 12, 
Sector 63, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Naina to Naina Sharma. 

I Pinki D/o Sh. Ram 
Bahadur, R/o House No. 65, 
Sector 18-A, Chandigarh 
have changed my name 
from Pinki to Divisha. 

I, Pavitar Rana son of 
Rakesh Near govt.school 
Pakasma, 57 Rohtak do 
hereby solemnly affirm and 
declare That I have 
changed my name from 
Pavitar Rana to Pavitar In 
future I will be called as 
Pavita for all purposes 

Loveleen S/o Sh. Sain 
Ditta tuteja R/o H.No. 
1155/23 Near Marwha 
Hospital, DLF Colony 
Rohtak declare That I have 
changed my name from 
Loveleen to Loveleen tuteja 
In future I will be called as 
Loveleen tuteja for all 
purposes 

I, Shaveta W/o Suresh 
Kumar R / o Main Bazar W 
No 7 Sampla - 124501 
declare That I have 
changed my name from 
Shaveta Dhawan to 
Shaveta for all future 
purposes. 

I, Hashim Mehmood  
S/o  Tariq Mehmood  R/o 
Badanu, Near Middle 
School, Rajouri. Jammu 
and Kashmir declare that in 
Matriculation Certificate of 
my  bearing Registration 
No. BS/21/10039632802 
Roll No. 1023317085, year 
2023 my name written as 
Hashim Mahmood  s/o Tariq 
Mahmood   which are wrong 
. My correct  name is 
Hashim Mehmood s/o Tariq 
Mehmood. 

I, Harjinder Singh S/O 
Agya Singh VPO  Bhattian, 
Distt. Gurdaspur have 
changed my name from 
Harjinder Singh to Singh 
Harjinder. Please 
Concerned note. 

I, Agiya Singh S/O 
Kesar Singh VPO  
Bhattian, Distt. Gurdaspur 
have changed my name 
from Agiya Singh  to Agya 
Singh. Please Concerned 
note. 

I, Darshana M/o 
Service No. 13620847H 
Rank- HAV- Pawan Kumar 
S/o Late- Bishan Das 
Resident of Village- 
Balwanda PO- Chack 
Sharif Tehsil and Distt- 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, That I 
declare change my name 
from Darshana Devi to 
Darshana and date of birth 
from 12/05/1952 to 
06/11/1966 in my son army 
record. 

I, Reshu Bansal W/o 
Pinkesh R/o H. No. 44-46, 
Preeti Nagar, Near 
Municipal Cummittee, Hisar 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Reshu Jain to Reshu 
Bansal for all future  
purposes. 

I, Ramnish S/o Yad 
Ram R/o D-44, New 
Campus, GJU, S T, Hisar 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Ramnish To Ramnish 
Kumar for all purpose. 

I, Gourav S/o Ashok 
Kumar Jaiswal R/o House 
No. 19 Ward 25, Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Gourav to Gaurav Jaiswal 
for all future purpose.  

I, Tarun Nagpal S/o 
Muneesh Nagpal R/o 
House No. 148, Near 
Hanuman Mandir, Shanti 
Nagar, Hisar, Haryana 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Tarun to Tarun Nagpal for 
all future purpose.  

I, Mrs. Sheenu Sehra 
W/o Tarun Nagpal R/o 
House No. 148, Near 
Hanuman Mandir, Shanti 
Nagar, Hisar, Haryana 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Sheenu to Sheenu Sehra 
for all future purpose.  

I, Moksh Jangra S/o 
Suraj Bhan R/o Jangra 
Mohalla, VPO Arya Nagar, 
Hisar, Haryana, 125001 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Moksh Jangra to Moksh 
Kumar for all future 
purpose.  

I, Smt KAMLESH DEVI  
wife of No 13889106A Ex 
Naik  (Late) MAHABIR 
SINGH  S/O Sh. TARA 
SINGH of Army Supply 
Corps  R/O Vill  Kanhri  
Tehsil Tohana Distt 
Fatehabad (Haryana) PIN 
125120 declares that my 
name KAMALA DEVI  with  
DOB 16 AUGUST 1972  
recorded in service 
document and discharge 
book   is incorrect whereas 
actual/correct name is 
KAMLESH DEVI with same 
date of birth  as mentioned 
in Aadhar Card, PAN Card, 
and Family ID. My name 
changed as  KAMLESH 
DEVI   and to be known in 
future. Affidavit executed.  
Please note. 

I, hitherto known as 
Sukhjinder Singh Bajwa 
son of Gurwant Singh 
residing at H.4/1155, Gali 
No.1, Sanik Model School, 
Judge Nagar, Amritsar, 
Punjab-143026 Punjab 
have changed my name 
and Shall hereafter be 
known as Sukhjinder Singh 

I, Nidhi W/o Jatin 
Thakur R/o H.No.167-B, 
Shastri Nagar, Lawrence 
Road, District Amritsar 
have changed my name 
from Nidhi to Nidhi Thakur 

I, Preeti Bhatia W/o 
Sourabh Bhatia R/o 
H.No.F3/450, Gali No.8, 
Majitha Road, Bhawani 
Nagar, Amritsar have 
changed my name from 
Preeti Bhatia to Priti Bhatia 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur 
Alias Sukhi W/o Prem 
Singh R/o VPO Jethuwal, 
District Amritsar have 
changed my name from 
Sukhwinder Kaur Alias 
Sukhi to Sukhwinder Kaur 

I, Rekha Kumari W/o 
Amit Gupta R/o H.No.19-B, 
Braham Nagar, Lawrence 
Road, Amritsar have 
changed my name from 
Rekha Kumari to Rekha 
Gupta 

I, Paramjit Singh S/o 
Gurcharan Singh R/o 94, 
Baba Deep Singh Colony 
I/s Chatiwind Gate, 
Amritsar have changed my 
name from Paramjit Singh 
to Paramjeet Singh 

I, Narinder Kaur W/o 
Manjinder Singh R/o 
Village Johal Raju Singh 
Tehsil and District Tarn 
Taran have changed my 
name from Narinder Kaur 
Johal to Narinder Kaur 

I, Sarda Devi mother of 
No.JC 584238L Nb/Sub 
Rajiv Kumar Unit of 11 Jak 
Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my 
sons’s army service record 
my name has been wrongly 
entered as Sarda Devi but 
my correct name is Sharda 
Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB47172459956992X 
Dt.23.06.2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Amritsar 

I, Bhisma Dev Mal 
father of Mukta Mal R/o 
Dharpara, Kogram, 
Birbhum, West Bengal-
731220 have changed my 
name from Bhisma Dev 
Mal to Bhismadeb Mal Vide 
Affidavit No.IN-
PB28440526683339X 
Dt.23.04.2025 before 
notary public Amritsar 

I, Gandasary Mal 
mother of Mukta Mal R/o 
Dharpara, Kogram, 
Birbhum, West Bengal-
731220 have changed my 
name from Gandasary Mal 
to Mal Gandheswari Vide 
Affidavit No.IN-
PB47030701198804X 
Dt.23.06.2025 before 
notary public Amritsar 

I, Varinderjeet Singh 
S/o Palwinder Singh R/o 
VPO Cheema Khuddi 
Tehsil Batala Distt 
Gurdaspur have declare 
that Singh is my Surname 
and Varinderjeet is my 
Given name 

I, Rubinder Kaur W/o 
Rupinder Singh R/o VPO 
Wadala Viram, Tehsil 
Majitha, District Amritsar 
have changed my name 
from Rubinder Kaur to 
Rupinder Kaur. 

I, Nidhi Rana  W/o 
Vipin Jain R/o 3219, Sector 
-15, Sonipat have changed 
my name to Nidhi Jain for 
all future purposes. 

I, Paramjeet w/o Raj 
Kumar R/o Village 
Shamaspur, Tehsil 
Thanesar, Distt 
Kurukshetra have changed 
my name from Paramjeet 
Kaur to Paramjeet. 

I, Shalu Kapoor alias 
Manju Kapoor W/o Sanjeev 
Kapoor R/o 177,  B.K. Dutt 
Gate, Near Arun Rashmi 
School, Amritsar have 
changed my name to Shalu 
Kapoor. 

I, Himanshu S/o 
Mahipal R/o Village 
Bahadurgarh Teh. Safidon 
Distt. Jind-126122 
(Haryana) I have declared 
that my 10th Education 
Documents Wrongly 
mentioned my  D.O.B. 
27.06.2006 But My actual 
and correct D.O.B. 
27.07.2006 on birth 
certificate record. 

I, Rampati wife of Sh. 
Mela singh, resident of 
Fatehpuri District 
Fatehabad, have changed 
her name from Rampati to 
Ramrati, concern please 
note. 

I, Tamanna D/o Mr. 
Rakesh Kumar  R/o  
14/195, gali no.- 1, Ram 
Colony, Sirsa, Haryana 
(125055) have changed my 
name from Tamanna to 
Tanya. Concerned note. 

I Gaganpreet Kaur w/o 
Satwant Singh r/o village 
Bhatian tehsil Guhla Distt. 
Kaithal Haryana inform that 
I have changed my name 
from Gagandeep to 
Gaganpreet Kaur. 

I, Shish Pal S/o 
Jasmer Singh R/o 
Kamalwala Teh Tohana 
Distt Fatehabad change my 
name Shish Pal.  That 
Shish my name Pal is 
Surname 

I, Neetu Chauhan w/o 
Satish Kumar (Divorcee 
from Harwinder Singh)  
R/o# 26-A, Police Colony, 
Sector- 17-E, Chandigarh 
have changed my minor 
son  name from Anshpreet 
Singh to Aarav Chauhan. 

I, Pallavi Pathak W/o 
Abhay Tiwari  # 284 Sector 
11-A Chandigarh have 
changed my name to 
Pallavi Tiwari 

I, Ramesh Negi S/o 
Inder Singh R/o  # 149 
Khuda Lahora Chandigarh 
have changed my minor 
son name from Mandeep to 
Mandeep Kumar. 

I, Sunil Kumari W/o 
Sanjiv Kumar resident of 
village and P/O Bhanam, 
Tehsil Nangal, District 
Rupnagar, have changed 
my name from Sunil Devi to 
Sunil Kumari, everyone 
should take note. 

I, Versha Goswami 
W/o Manish Kumar R/o 
Village Jassia Tehsil and 
District Rohtak Have 
Changed My Name From 
Versha Goswami To 
Barsha Kumari.  

I, Lakshikanta Dey is 
legally Father of Service No. 
16125068K Rank: HAV 
Name: Prasenjit Dey Unit: 
21 ENGR REGT C/o 56 
APO, Residing at Village 
Gogra, Post Onda, Distt. 
Bankura (State) West 
Bengal, Pin- 722144, have 
changed my name from 
Lakshmikanta Dey to 
Lakshikanta Dey. 

I, Uttara Bora is legally  
Wife of Service No. 
14677251X Rank: HAV 
Name: Kamal Bora Unit: 1 
AER C/o 56 APO, Residing 
at Village Nizchapai, Post 
Jaljali, Taluk Mangaldoi, 
Distt. Darrang (State) 
Assam, Pin -784529, have 
changed my name from 
Uttara Deka Bora to Uttara 
Bora. 

I Jasmeen W/o Jagjit  
Singh R/o H.No. 20, Gate 
No. 03, PNB Bank Park 
Avenue Ext., Jalandhar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Jasmeen to 
Jasmeen Kaur. 

I, Heena Rani D/o 
Satnam Singh R/o Muhalla 
Patti, Jagir Pur, VPO. Daroli 
Kalan & Daroli Khurd, Distt. 
Jalandhar have changed 
my name from Heena Rani 
to Heena Rani Walia. 

I, Palvi Sharma W/o 
Raj Kumar R/o Mohalla 
Bedi Nagar VPO Bholath 
Distt Kapurthala Punjab-
144622 have changed my 
name from Palvi Sharma to 
Pallvi Sharma all concerned 
please note. 

I, Vijay S/o Sh. Satbir 
Singh R/o Hassangarh 
District Hisar, hereby state 
that I have changed my 
name from Vijay to Vijay 
Kumar for all future 
purposes. 

I, 3359002 Ex Sep 
Gurnam Singh S/o Ganda 
Singh Vill Kawartan 
Rampura Tehsil Siwan 
Kaithal In my Army records, 
by mistake my wife name is 
recorded as Shan Kaur, 
according to all her 
documents the correct 
name is Nishan Kaur. 

I Kiran Bala W/o Late 
Sh. Mohan Lal R/o House 
no. 886, VPO Raipur Rani, 
Panchkula, Haryana, have 
changed my name from 
Kiran Bala to Kiran Sharma. 

I Himani D/o Late Sh. 
Mohan Lal R/o House no. 
886, VPO Raipur Rani, 
Panchkula, Haryana, have 
changed my name from 
Himani to Himani Bhardwaj. 

I Kiran Bala W/o Late 
Sh. Mohan Lal R/o House 
no. 886, VPO Raipur Rani, 
Panchkula, Haryana, have 
changed my minor son's 
name from Ramansh to 
Ramansh Bhardwaj. 

I Kiran Bala W/o Late 
Sh. Mohan Lal R/o House 
no. 886, VPO Raipur Rani, 
Panchkula, Haryana, have 
changed my minor son's 
name from Paras to Paras 
Bhardwaj. 

I, Rakesh Tyagi 
(Aadhar Card No. 8004 
4675 5132) S/o. Sh. Deep 
Chand Tyagi Resident of 
534, Malikpur, Tehsil & Distt. 
Sonipat, Haryana have 
changed my name from 
Rakesh to Rakesh Tyagi for 
all future purposes.  

I, No.15612862P Rank 
Ex Hav Amandeep Singh 
R/O Vill- Saraspur. Po- 
Bhumbly, Tehsil/District- 
Gurdaspur. (Pb), Pin- 
143529. Declare That In My 
Army Records My Mother 
Name Is Shavinder Kaur Is 
Wrong. But My Mother 
Name Is Savinder Kaur Is 
Correct. Vide Affidavit 
NO.IN-
PB42861717449876X 
Dated 09-06-2025, Before 
Executive Magistrate 
Gurdaspur. 

I, No.15563756K Ex 
Hav Narinder Singh S/O Sh 
Bir Singh R/O Village- 
Chhailowal, Po- Ghoman, 
Tehsil- Batala, Distt- 
Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. 
Have Changed My Son 
Name From Yaskarn Singh 
To Jaskaran Singh. 

I, Smt Kawaljeet Kaur 
W/O Late No.15576937N 
Spr Kartar Singh R/O Vpo- 
Kotli Surat Malhi, Tehsil-  
Dera Baba Nanak, Distt- 
Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. 
Have Changed My Mother-
In-Law Name From Dalbeer 
Kaur To Dalbir Kaur And 
Date Of Birth Is 29-03-1959 
To 01-01-1954. 

I, No 3393310W Ex Hav 
Jaspal resident of H.No B-
16/269, Sunder Nagar 
Pathankot, P.O. Pathankot, 
Tehsil and Distt - Pathankot, 
State – Punjab, have 
changed my name from 
JASPAL  to JASPAL SINGH  
vide Affidavit  IN-
PB47120658500084X 
Dated 23-06-2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 13759213X Ex 
Hav Jasbir Singh  resident 
of village Budha Nagar Post 
Office Malakpur Tehsil and 
Distt - Pathankot, State – 
Punjab, have changed 
name  of my  wife from 
SUMAN to SUMAN BALA   
vide Affidavit No  IN-
PB47133146375095X 
DATED 23-06-2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No. 678081-G Ex Sgt 
Vijay Kumar  resident of 
VPO - Taragarh Tehsil and 
Distt - Pathankot, State – 
Punjab, have changed 
name  of my  wife from 
SARVJIT to SARVJEET  
vide Affidavit No   IN-
PB47052677072068X 
Dated 23-06-2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Pathankot (Punjab). 

I Vikas Singal S/O Vijay 
Kumar R/O H.No.446 
W.No.20 Agwar Dhillon 
Moga Have Changed My 
Minor Daughter’s Name 
Dhriti To Dhriti Singal. 

I Harmanpreet Singh 
S/O Harmit Singh R/O Vpo. 
Kaliawala Distt. Moga 
Declare That My Given 
Name Is As Harmanpreet 
And My Surname Is As 
Singh. 

I Jotpreet Kaur D/O 
Kuldip Singh R/O Vpo. 
Miani District Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Declared That My 
Given Name As Jotpreet 
And Surname As Kaur. 

I Parminder Kaur 
Kataria W/O Kultar Singh 
R/O Ajitwal Distt. Moga 
Have Changed My Name 
From Parminder Kaur 
Kataria To Parminder Kaur 
After Marriage. 

I, Prince Saini S/o 
Sulinder Kumar R/o 102, 
Jammu Colony A,  Yamuna 
Nagar, Haryana have 
changed my minor son’s 
name from Agam Singh to 
Agam Saini. 

I, Pratichha Kunwar 
(Hamal)  is legally wife of 
Army No. 5050197M, Rank 
- HAV, Name – Man 
Bahadur Hamal, Unit 2/1, 
GR C/o 56 APO. presently 
resident of Vijendar Vihar, 
Simbal Chowk, Pathankot, 
Tehsil & District Pathankot. 
have changed my name 
from Pratichha Hamal to 
Pratichha Kunwar (Hamal)   
Vide Affidavit e-stamp no. 
IN-PB47191414272703X, 
Before Notary Sat Pal, 
Regd. No. 11496, 
Pathankot, Dated :- 
23/06/2025. 

I, Army No.15431049X, 
Rank: HAV, Name Suresh 
Gella, Unit: 167 MH C/O 56 
APO , Pathankot and 
residing at H.NO.00, Main 
Veedhi, Parampeta, Distt- 
Srikakulam, State- Andhra 
Pradesh, pin - 532122 
Declare that I have changed 
my father name from AMMA 
RAO TO GELLA 
AMMARAO , VIDE Affidavit 
No - IN-
PB47154561489205X, 
Dated- 23-06-2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 
(Punjab). 

I Rupinder Singh s/o 
Mohinder Singh resident of 
VPo. Kotla Nihang, Tehsil 
and District Rupnagar 
(Punjab) have changed my 
name from Rupinder Pal 
Singh to Rupinder Singh. 

I, Service No. GS-
177359W Rank DVRMT 1 
Name Pawan Kumar R/o 
VPO. Narot Mehra Tehsil & 
District Pathankot State 
Punjab Pin-Code 145025 
declare that name of my 
wife Seema Devi her DOB 
is 07-07-1978 already 
published in my service 
documents which is 
incorrect.Correct her date of 
birth 07-06-1976 as per 
Aadhaar Card.I want to 
change the date of birth of 
my wife Seema Devi from 
07-07-1978 (incorrect date 
of birth) to 07-06-1976 
(correct date of birth) in my 
service document. 

I, Sandeep Kumar 
Sachdev S/o Sh. Munish 
Kumar R/o House No. 803, 
Sector-10, Panchkula 
(Haryana) declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Sandeep Kumar 
Sachdev to Sandeep 
Sachdev. 

I, SANJIVANI DEVI am 
Mother of Army No: 
15448714L Rank: NK/AA 
Name: Kamalesh Nishad 
Presently residing at 
Command Hospital (WC) 
Chandimandir Cantt 
Panchkula, Haryana 
Permanent Address: Vill: 
Gonaha Post: Mansurganj, 
Gonaha, Maharajganj, 
Mansorganj Khurd, Uttar 
Pradesh, 273165 declare 
that I have changed my 
name from SANJIVANI 
DEVI to SANJIWANI. Vide 
Affidavit No: 48AA 901865, 
dated:23/06/2025 
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Emphasize skill development programs
to boost employability: Saini urges VCs
PNS n CHANDIGARH

To enhance the employabil-
ity of the youth, Haryana

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Monday called upon
the Vice Chancellors of
Universities across the State to
place special emphasis on skill
development programs.
Universities should collabo-
rate closely with industries to
bridge the gap between educa-
tion and employment. Each
university should run at least
10% of its programs in collab-
oration with industrial part-
ners. This initiative is expect-
ed to create employment
opportunities for the state's
youth while addressing the
evolving needs of various
industries, he added.

Presiding over a meeting
with the newly appointed Vice
Chancellors of different
Universities in Chandigarh,
Saini said that Haryana must
transform into a state that not
only awards degrees but also
provides meaningful direction
and purpose to its youth.

He outlined the State
Government's vision to estab-
lish a Model Skill College and
a Model Skill School in every
district of Haryana. These insti-
tutions will focus on providing
specialized skill education to
students, equipping them with
practical expertise to thrive in
the competitive job market. He
reiterated the government's

commitment to fostering a
skilled workforce that aligns
with the demands of modern
industries and contributes to
the overall economic growth of
Haryana.

Saini urged the Vice
Chancellors to intensify efforts
towards improving research
output, employment opportu-
nities, institutional rankings,
and overall quality of educa-
tion. He emphasized the
importance of working with
complete integrity and adopt-
ing a fair, non-discriminatory
approach to fulfill Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of a developed India by
2047. Vice Chancellors must
focus on enhancing the rank-
ings and ratings of their respec-
tive institutions to elevate
Haryana's presence on both the
national and international
stage.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of ethical leadership, it
was underscored that working
with integrity, impartiality, and

a non-discriminatory approach
is essential. This is not only
critical for academic excel-
lence but also for fostering a
more inclusive and sustainable
institutional culture.

Govt to install vehi-
cle location tracking
devices in public trans-
port vehicles for
women’s safety

To strengthen the safety of
women and children in the
State, Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Monday
said that the State Government
has decided to equip all public
transport vehicles in the state
with Vehicle Location Tracking
Devices (VLTD). Presiding
over a review meeting of the
Transport Department in
Chandigarh, Saini directed offi-
cers to implement the scheme
in a time-bound manner and
set clear timelines.

He emphasized that
department-wise or district-
wise targets should be set to
ensure timely completion. 

AAP Secures Resounding Win Amid 
Cong Infighting and BJP-SAD Irrelevance
AAP's Arora wins by 10,637 votes, defeating Cong Ashu; BJP finishes third; SAD forfeits security
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), in
what is being seen as a cru-

cial mid-term endorsement of
its governance in Punjab, on
Monday clinched a decisive
victory in the Ludhiana West
Assembly bypoll. The party’s
candidate, industrialist-turned-
politician and sitting Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjeev Arora,
defeated Congress veteran and
former Minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu by a comfort-
able margin of 10,637 votes,
reaffirming AAP's grip over
urban Punjab, especially amid
doubts following its drubbing
in the Delhi Lok Sabha polls.

The win is not just a con-
stituency-level triumph, but a
symbolic milestone for AAP,
which has been under pressure
to prove its political resilience
and administrative credibility
ahead of the 2027 Punjab
Assembly elections. While
AAP’s energetic and issue-
based campaign, early candi-
date announcement, and
promise to elevate Arora to a
Cabinet berth clearly worked in
its favour securing 39.02 per-
cent of the total 90,160 votes
polled, the result also exposed
the deep fissures within the
Congress camp and the fast-
fading relevance of the BJP and
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
in urban Punjab politics.

The low voter turnout —
51.33 percent — also played a
pivotal role in determining the
result, favouring the party with
a stronger and more mobilized
cadre. With Congress still
entangled in internal faction-
al feuds and BJP grappling
with delayed candidate selec-
tion and weak booth-level pen-
etration, AAP’s disciplined
ground-level organization and
sharp messaging tipped the
scales in its favour.

AAP’s resounding victory
in the Ludhiana West bypoll
can be attributed to a smart
mix of political foresight, wel-
fare-driven governance, and a
carefully orchestrated cam-
paign. One of the biggest
advantages was AAP’s early
declaration of Sanjeev Arora’s
candidature, announced as
early as February — months
before the bypoll was official-
ly notified. This gave Arora
ample time to build grassroots
connections, amplify his devel-
opmental work funded
through MPLADS, and cement
his public image as a solution-
oriented leader focused on
local issues. His groundwork
among industrial workers,
slum dwellers, and civic asso-
ciations helped him carve a
space beyond traditional vote
banks. The campaign gained
further momentum with the
direct involvement of AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal and
Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann. Their presence on the
ground, repeated visits, and
public endorsement of Arora
— along with the promise of
his induction into the Cabinet
— added both emotional
appeal and political weight.
Framing the election as a bat-
tle between “humility” and
“arrogance”, AAP cleverly
turned the bypoll into a refer-
endum on performance and
access to power corridors.

The party also benefited
significantly from its pro-poor
schemes like 600 units of free
electricity and monthly ration
distribution — tangible bene-
fits that resonated deeply with
Ludhiana West’s large working-
class population. Being the
ruling party added an edge, as
voters saw continuity in power
as a means to expedite local
development. Crucially, the
fragmented opposition — with
Congress imploding from
within and BJP-SAD lacking
local traction — enabled AAP
to retain a unified vote share in

a low-turnout scenario. The
win was less a stroke of luck
and more the result of a metic-
ulously executed strategy that
balanced policy, perception,
and people’s pulse.  

The Congress’s defeat in
the stands as a textbook exam-
ple of how internal discord and
lack of campaign coherence
can sabotage even a potential-
ly winnable seat. For Punjab
Congress president and
Ludhiana MP Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring, the result was
particularly embarrassing, as it
exposed deep fractures within
the state unit under his lead-
ership. The party’s candidate,
former MLA Bharat Bhushan
Ashu, had hoped to redeem his
political career following his
2022 defeat and a high-profile
arrest in a foodgrain scam.
However, he failed to rally his
own party behind him. The
most damaging blow came
from within — Warring him-
self refrained from campaign-
ing, and other senior leaders
like Partap Singh Bajwa, Sanjay
Talwar, and Simarjit Bains kept
their distance. The last-minute

induction of Kamaldeep Kaur
Karwal, a known rival of Ashu,
further confused the cadre and
sapped campaign energy.

On the ground, the
Congress machinery was con-
spicuously missing. Local lead-
ers were absent from booths,
voter outreach was patchy, and
the party failed to channel
public frustration over law and
order issues, drug abuse, or
economic stagnation into votes.
The reduced voter turnout —
dropping from 64 percent in
2022 to 51.33 percent in this
bypoll — hurt Congress the
most, as its traditional base
among urban middle-class vot-
ers and traders appeared
unmotivated. The lack of visi-
ble leadership and coherent
messaging left many of its sup-
porters disillusioned. Accepting
moral responsibility, Ashu
resigned as Punjab Congress
working president, a move that
underscored the internal crisis
rather than resolving it.

The saffron party’s under-

whelming performance in the
Ludhiana West bypoll, despite
its lead in the constituency dur-
ing the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, highlighted critical
strategic missteps.

The most glaring was the
delayed announcement of its
candidate, Jiwan Gupta, who
was named just days before the
nomination deadline. This left
insufficient time to build cam-
paign momentum or establish
a connect with local voters.
While the party banked heav-
ily on national narratives and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s popularity, it failed to
present a localized agenda that
addressed pressing urban issues
such as traffic congestion, poor
sanitation, and the woes of
MSMEs — concerns that mat-
ter deeply in an industrial hub
like Ludhiana.

A notable silver lining for
the BJP in Ludhiana West
bypoll was its third-place fin-
ish with a respectable 22.54
percent of the total votes
polled. Party candidate Gupta
secured 20,323 votes, outper-
forming SAD and relegating its

candidate to the fourth posi-
tion. The margin was signifi-
cant enough to result in the for-
feiture of SAD’s security deposit
— a symbolic yet telling indi-
cator of shifting urban politi-
cal dynamics.

While the BJP couldn’t
replicate its Lok Sabha lead in
the segment, the vote share and
positioning suggested that with
sustained groundwork and
local engagement, the party
could emerge as a more serious
contender in Punjab’s urban
constituencies going for-
ward.Internal discontent fur-
ther weakened the BJP’s foot-
ing. Vikram Sidhu, the 2022
runner-up and a strong local
face, was sidelined, leading to
widespread disillusionment
among grassroots workers.

The absence of an ener-
gized cadre on the ground was
palpable, with only a few lead-
ers like Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu showing
any campaign presence. While
the BJP still managed a
respectable 22 percent vote
share, the combination of a
delayed start, poor organiza-
tional coordination, and weak
voter engagement ensured it
remained a peripheral player in
a high-stakes contest.
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
once wielded significant influ-
ence across Punjab, but its
steady decline was starkly vis-
ible in the Ludhiana West

bypoll, where its candidate
Parupkar Singh Singh
Ghumman garnered a mere
nine percent of the vote  — for-
feiting his deposit.

The constituency, a
Hindu-dominated urban seat,
is emblematic of SAD’s grow-
ing irrelevance in non-rural
regions. Once dependent on its
alliance with the BJP for urban
traction, the 2020 break-up
left SAD without a foothold in
cities like Ludhiana.

Despite SAD president
Sukhbir Singh Badal personal-
ly leading the campaign, it
lacked energy and coherence.
Booth-level mobilization was
weak, and there was virtually
no digital outreach, signaling a
party out of sync with con-
temporary campaigning.
Urban voters, increasingly
aligned with AAP’s welfare
agenda or BJP’s national pitch,
clearly no longer view SAD as
a credible alternative in
Punjab’s evolving political land-
scape.

With Sanjeev Arora's vic-
tory in Ludhiana West, politi-
cal realignments have already
begun.

Arora’s resignation from
the Rajya Sabha had sparked
intense speculation that AAP
supremo Kejriwal might use
the vacancy to enter the Rajya
Sabha.

However, Kejriwal swiftly
quashed the rumours, clarify-

ing that the decision would rest
with the party’s Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) and that he
had no plans to head to the
Upper House.

Meanwhile, Arora’s induc-
tion into the Bhagwant Mann
Cabinet appears imminent,
especially after the promise
made during the campaign. His
business acumen and strong
industrial backing are likely to
earn him a key portfolio, indi-
cating a stronger focus on
urban development and eco-
nomic reforms within the state.

On the opposition front,
Congress has entered a phase
of internal crisis following
Ashu’s defeat and resignation
from his party post.

The bypoll loss has reignit-
ed calls for a complete overhaul
of the Punjab Congress lead-
ership. Unless it resolves its fac-
tionalism and leadership vac-
uum, the party risks ceding fur-
ther political ground.

The BJP and SAD, too, are
now under pressure to reinvent
themselves.

The BJP must go beyond
symbolic campaigns and build
a credible local structure, while
SAD faces the challenge of
reviving its relevance in both
urban and rural constituencies.
Together, these post-poll shifts
underline how the Ludhiana
West result has reset the polit-
ical chessboard in Punjab
ahead of 2027.

CANDIDATE PARTY TOTAL VOTES % OF VOTES

Sanjeev Arora AAP 35179 39.02

Bharat Bhushan
Ashu

Congress 24542 27.22

Jiwan Gupta BJP 20323 22.54

Parupkar Singh
Ghuman

SAD 8203 9.1

NOTA 793 0.88

TOTAL 90160

AAP CONG BJP SAD
n Early Candidate
Declaration and
Sustained Campaign
nKejriwal-Mann
Double Barrel Push
n Popular Welfare
Schemes: Electricity and
Ration
n Ruling Party
Advantage and Tactical
Voting

n Intense
Factionalism
n Lack of Ground
Campaign

n Low Turnout, Lower
Morale

n Late Start

n Urban
Disconnect

n No Local Agenda

n Disgruntled
Cadre

n Urban Disconnect

n Campaign Lacked
Energy

Reasons for AAP’s Win, Others Loss

LUDHIANA WEST BYPOLL

Post-Bypoll Tensions Grip Punjab
Cong; Ashu’s Resignation
Highlights Deepening Factionalism
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

The aftermath of Ludhiana
West bypoll defeat has

plunged the Punjab Congress
into a fresh bout of internal dis-
cord, with senior leader and
party candidate Bharat
Bhushan Ashu resigning as
working president of the
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) and pub-
licly hinting at deep-rooted
factional fissures. The Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) Sanjeev
Arora won the seat by a mar-
gin of 10,637 votes, but it is the
Congress party’s internal
unraveling that has drawn
greater attention in political cir-
cles.

As soon as the results were
declared, a social media post
allegedly shared by Punjab
Congress president Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring began cir-
culating, showing a “victory”
hand symbol, even though the
party had lost. While the post
was soon deleted, it triggered a
wave of speculation about
whether it was an intentional
dig at Ashu, with whom
Warring has had strained rela-
tions for months. 

The incident set off a series
of veiled remarks and reactions
within the party, exposing the

fault lines that many insiders
say had already marred the
campaign.

Reacting to the viral post,
Ashu offered a sharp but mea-
sured response, calling it a
result of “small-mindedness”.
“If someone from our own
party shared a victory symbol
after the loss, it shows a petty
mentality,” he said, adding that
the results clearly proved the
contest was no cakewalk for the
ruling AAP. “We gave a tough
fight. The reasons for the loss
are out there if anyone cares to
look,” Ashu said, subtly point-
ing to the lack of unified sup-
port within his own party.

Sources close to the cam-
paign confirmed that Ashu
had categorically requested the
high command to keep both
Warring and senior Congress
leader Partap Singh Bajwa away
from his campaign, given their
well-documented differences.
His team had reportedly asked
for autonomy during the cam-
paign, preferring support from
other loyalists like former Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, Rana Gurjeet Singh,
who remained present
throughout the poll battle.

Responding to the internal
rumblings, Kaputhala MLA
Rana Gurjeet Singh defended
the efforts of Congress workers

and stood by Ashu. “Our work-
ers fought hard. The result is
what it is — we accept it. Ashu
was well-liked and that’s why he
secured so many votes,” he said.
Rana also took a jab at the AAP
government, urging it to focus
on ending corruption, the drug
menace, and extortion threats
in Punjab. On the viral post,
Rana distanced himself, saying,
“I haven’t seen any such post.
If it was shared, it was wrong.”

Ashu’s resignation, while
framed as an act of moral
responsibility, is being seen by
party insiders as a clear signal
to the high command about the
dysfunction within the Punjab
unit. The episode has once
again brought the Congress’s
inability to manage internal
rivalries to the forefront — a
weakness that has repeatedly
cost it electoral ground in
Punjab.

Political observers believe
that unless the Congress
urgently undertakes a struc-
tural and leadership overhaul,
it risks ceding more space to
AAP and BJP in the run-up to
the 2027 Assembly elections.
For a party that once domi-
nated Punjab politics, the
inability to present a united
front even during a high-stakes
bypoll speaks volumes of its
organizational decay.

Cabinet Shuffle on the 
Cards as Mann Prepares to 
Honour Promise to Arora
MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

The emphatic win of Sanjeev
Arora in the Ludhiana West

bypoll has set the stage for a
likely Cabinet reshuffle in
Punjab, with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann poised to ful-
fill his pre-election promise of
inducting the industrialist-
cum-philanthropist as a min-
ister. More than just a reward,
Arora’s elevation signals a
strategic realignment within
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) — aimed at reinforcing
its urban development agenda
while balancing internal equa-
tions ahead of the 2027 state
elections.

Arora, a prominent indus-
trialist and sitting Rajya Sabha
MP, had been handpicked by
the party much in advance of
the bypoll. His victory, secured
with a margin of over 10,600
votes, wasn’t just electoral — it
was a political endorsement of
AAP’s trust in technocrats and
clean-image professionals.
Now, with Arora expected to
resign from the Rajya Sabha to
take charge as a Cabinet min-
ister, AAP may find itself with
a valuable parliamentary seat to
fill — possibly with a senior
national leader or a rising
Punjab face.

Sources suggested that
Mann’s Cabinet rejig could
involve more than just Arora’s
inclusion. With the reshuffling
of portfolios likely, at least one
Minister may be shown the
door to make room. The
departments under review are
reportedly linked to urban
infrastructure, commerce, and
industry, aligning with Arora’s

background and the needs of
Ludhiana, Punjab’s economic
engine.

“Not Going to Rajya
Sabha”: Kejriwal Clears
the Air After Arora’s
Win

AAP’s national convenor
and former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday firmly denied specu-
lation about his entry into the
Rajya Sabha, following party
MP Sanjeev Arora’s victory in
the Ludhiana West Assembly
bypoll. Arora, who is likely to
be rewarded with a Cabinet
berth, will vacate his seat in the
Upper House, prompting
curiosity about who will replace
him.

Speculation was rife that
Kejriwal, currently reeling from
the party’s loss in the Delhi
Assembly polls and no longer
holding a constitutional post,
might consider a parliamentary
route back into formal politics.
However, Kejriwal rubbished
any such plans. “I want to
make it clear — I am not going
to the Rajya Sabha. Many such
rumours are floated, but the
party’s Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) will decide
the next nominee,” said
Kejriwal, speaking at a press
conference shortly after the
results. His clarification puts to
rest days of political buzz that
suggested he could use the
vacancy to re-enter Parliament.

While the denial appears
firm, political observers
believed that Kejriwal’s delib-
erate deference to the PAC —
AAP’s highest decision-making
body — leaves the door slight-
ly ajar.

CM Sukhu flags off state contingent for National
Ice Skating Championship
Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Monday flagged off a contingent of 60 players, who would be
participating in National level Ice Skating Championship to
be held in Dehradun from 25th June to 28th June.  Players
would compete in seven age-wise categories. He extended his
best wishes to the participants for the event and also con-
gratulated them on the occasion of International Olympics Day.
Sukhu said that the state government was promoting sports
and nurturing talent in the State and the government has under-
taken various schemes to support the players and has
enhanced the prize money significantly for the medal winners
of international competitions such as Olympics, Para Olympics
and Asian Games. He said that to encourage athletes, the state
government has also increased diet money and was also facil-
itating better travel facilities. 
Himachal CM releases activity calendar
Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Monday released an activity calendar of the Forest Department
highlighting the initiatives undertaken by the department on
5th June on the occasion of International Environment Day
across the State. The Forest Department conducted a series of
programmes focused on environmental protection and its var-
ious aspects in the educational institutions across the State. CM
Saini pays tribute to Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee
on his ‘Balidan Diwas’
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday paid tribute to Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee on his
Balidan Diwas. He offered floral respects at Dr Mookerjee’s stat-
ue and also planted a sapling to give a message of environmental
conservation. Speaking on the occasion, Saini said that Dr
Mookerjee’s ideas, patriotism, and supreme sacrifice are still
a source of inspiration for every Indian. He recalled how Dr
Mookerjee stood firmly for the unity of the nation, stating,
“There cannot be two Prime Ministers, two flags, or two con-
stitutions in one country.” 

Himachal CM seeks 12 percent free
power from BBMB projects for State
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

has demanded 12 percent free
power from all Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB)
projects in favour of Himachal
Pradesh. 

In a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Chief Minister pointed out
that while all the hydro power
projects approved by the State
Government are providing free
power, whereas BBMB projects
are not contributing any free
power to the State, despite the
fact that vast hydro power
potential in Himachal Pradesh
was taken away with the setting
up of BBMB projects. He wrote,
"The State has suffered and did
not get its due. This historical
wrong can be corrected now
with your intervention by pro-
viding 12 percent free power
from BBMB projects to
Himachal Pradesh". In separate
letters to Union Power Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, Sukhu
has urged him to direct SJVNL
to provide one percent addi-
tional free power over and
above the free power, from
Nathpa Jhakri Power Project
for the Local Area
Development Fund on the
analogy of Rampur Power
Project of SJVNL in the larger
interest of affected families by
the project. He has also request-
ed the Union Power Minister to
ensure representation to

Himachal Pradesh in the
BBMB by appointing a whole
time member from Himachal.
In the letter, he said that despite
repeated requests at various
levels, the State has not received
its rightful representation as a
whole time member in the
BBMB.

The CM has also written a
letter to his Haryana counter-
part, Nayab Singh Saini, stating
that Haryana shall convey in
writing for giving consent to
provide BBMB energy arrears
of his share with six percent
interest before the next date of
hearing. 

Haryana, along with
Punjab share energy arrears of
13066 million units from
November, 1966 to October,
2011 as on 31st October, 2011
from BBMB, which can be
given over a period of 15 years
to Himachal Pradesh at the rate
of 871 million units per year.
He said, "A resolution on this
matter would enable both our
States to move forward on the
projects in the pipeline.
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PUBLIC NOTICE  
This is for the information of general public that 
Sh. Rakesh Rana Son of Sh. Rishipal has 
declared that my previous original Registered 
release deed no. 1506/1 dated 14.08.2012 in 
the favour of Sh. Rishipal Singh and Sh. 
Yashpal Singh Son of Sh. Katara urf Katar 
Singh Urf Kattar Singh Son of Sh. Phool Singh 
has been lost at Near Jind Chowk Assandh, 
whose DDR number is 132310052501239. that 
i am the current owner of the property and i am 
obtaining loan from Roha Housing Finance Pvt. 
Ltd., Karnal branch. that I have not mortgaged 
it anywhere in the whole of India. Apart from 
this, if there is any negligence on my part, then 
civil and criminal liability will arise on me. If 
anyone finds or has any objection, please 
contact the following address within 7 days. 

Advocate Himanshu Mongia,  
Chamber No. 360, Sector-12, District 

Courts, Karnal- 132001, M: 89503-76606

IN THE COURT OF 

Sh Varun Deep Chopra 

Judicial Magistrate First Class 

Jalandhar 

Vipan Prenja 

V/S 

Ravindra Prasad Naigonkar 

CNR No.: PBJL03-003587-2019 

Next Date:- 11-07-2025 

Detail of offence: 

Notice TO:-  

Ravindra Prasad Naigonkar 

Prop M/s Naigaonkar Sports 

Sunil Plaza Complex 

Osmanabad Maharashtra. 

In above tiled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is 

ordered that accused should 

appear in person or through 

counsel on 

11-07-2025 at 10:00 a.m.   

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t

rs=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar. 
Judicial Magistrate  

First Class, Jalandhar 
Dated, this day of 11-06-2025 

COURT NOTICE
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I, MOHAN am Father of Army 
No: 15448714L Rank: NK/AA 
Name: Kamalesh Nishad Presently 
residing at Command Hospital 
(WC) Chandimandir Cantt 
Panchkula, Haryana Permanent 
Address: Vill: Gonaha Post: 
Mansurganj, Gonaha, Maharajganj, 
Mansorganj Khurd, Uttar Pradesh, 
273165 declare that I have 
changed My Name from MOHAN to 
MOHAN NISHAD. Vide Affidavit 
No: 48AA 901866, 
dated:23/06/2025 

I, SHAKUNTALA DEVI is 
legally Wedded Spouse of Army 
No: 15678151P Rank: Hav Name- 
Akhilesh Kumar Permanent 
Address: Tilokpur, Near Primary 
School, Post: Tirwa, Tirwa, Dist: 
Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh - 209732 
declare that I have changed My 
Name from SHAKUNTALA DEVI to 
SHAKUNTLA DEVI. Vide Affidavit 
No: 48AA 901862, dated: 
23.06.2025 

I, SHAKUNTLA DEVI is 
legally Wedded Spouse of Army 
No: 15678151P Rank: Hav Name-
Akhilesh Kumar Permanent 
Address: Tilokpur, Near Primary 
School, Post: Tirwa, Tirwa, Dist: 
Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh - 209732 
declare that I have Correct My Date 
of birth from 01/12/1986 to 
01/12/1988. Vide Affidavit No: 48AA 
901863, dated: 23.06.2025 

I, RUBEE YADAV am legally 
Wedded Spouse of Army No: 
18014036Y Rank: NK Name- Ajay 
Kumar Yadav Presently residing at 
Unit: 61 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 
Permanent Address: Sabbalpur 
Kalan, Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh, 
232340 declare that I have 
changed My Name from RUBEE 
YADAV to RUBEE KUMARI. Vide 
Affidavit No: 48AA 901864, Dated: 
23.06.2025 

I, Army No-15675463A Rank-
Hav Name-Dharma Rao Bangari 
Permanent Address: Vill: 
Salinaputtuga, Post: 
Makarampuram, (Md) Kanchili , 
Dist: Srikakulam, State: Andhra 
Pradesh, Pin 532290 declare that I 
have changed My Daughter’s 
Name from B SNEHA Alias B 
SNEHANKITHA to B 
SNEHANKITHA. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 901867, dated: 
23/06/2025 

I, B ADDAMMA is Mother of 
Army No-15675463A Rank-Hav 
Name-Dharma Rao Bangari 
Permanent Address: Vill: 
Salinaputtuga, Post: 
Makarampuram, (Md) Kanchili, 
Dist: Srikakulam, State: Andhra 
Pradesh, Pin 532290 declare that I 
have changed my name from B 
ADDAMMA to BANGARU 
AADHAMMA and Also Correct my 
Date of birth from 01/07/1961 to 
01/01/1961. Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901868, dated: 23/06/2025 

I, LINGESWARI B is  legally 
Wedded Spouse of Army No-
15675463A Rank- Hav 
Name-Dharma Rao Bangari 
Permanent Address: Vill: 
Salinaputtuga, Post: 
Makarampuram,(Md) Kanchili , 
Dist: Srikakulam, State: Andhra 
Pradesh, Pin 532290 declare that I 
have changed My Name from 
LINGESWARI B to LINGESWARI 
BANGARI. Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901869, dated: 23/06/2025 

îËº, éÅÇÂì ÇÃ³Ø Áå¶ éËì ÇÃ³Ø ê°¼åð 
ìÚé ÇÃ³Ø Çê³â îÇÔ³çÆê°ð ÔÅñ òÅÃÆ Çéï± 
ïÅðÕ, ÁîðÆÕÅ (USA Passport 
No.434184340) é¶ ÁÅêäÅ éÅî ìçñ Õ¶ 
Ã°Çð³çð ÇÃ³Ø í³×ÅäÆÁÅ ð¼Ö ÇñÁÅ ÔËÍ 

I Pargat Singh S/o Gurpal 
Singh R/o VPO Bhalojala. Tehsil 
Khadoor Sahib . Distt. Tarn Taran . 
Punjab. Declare That I Have 
Change My Name Pargat Singh To 
Singh Pargat , Singh Is My 
Surname And Pargat is My Given 
Name. 

I, Kulwinder Singh S/o Baljit 
Singh R/o Tindwan Teh-Zira Distt. 
Ferozepur have changed my minor 
daughter name from Armanpreet 
Brar to Armanpreet Kaur. 

I, Brajesh Kumar S/o Jay 
Prakash Village Badanpur, teh 
samana district Patiala have 
changed my name from Brijesh 
Kumar to Brajesh Kumar and my 
date of birth is 01/01/1976. 

I Jagjit Singh S/O Chamkaur 
Singh R/O Vpo. Bhaini Baringan 
Tehsil Raikot, Distt Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To Jagjit Singh 
Alune. 

I, Harwinder Singh S/o Gurlal 
Singh R/o Rajoana Kalan 
(Ludhiana) declare that Harwinder 
Singh and Harwinder Singh Bedi all 
names are mine and of one same 
person. 

I, Gurvinder Kaur W/o 
Harwinder Singh R/o Rajoana 
Kalan (Ludhiana) declare that 
Gurvinder Kaur and Gurvinder Kaur 
Bedi all names are mine and of one 
same person. 

I Harkanwal Preet Singh S/o 
Navtej Singh R/o V. Thatha Dalel 
Singh, Tehsil Zira (Ferozepur). 
Have  changed my name to 
Harkanwalpreet Singh. 

I Hitherto Known As Surjeet 
Kaur W/O Sh. Daljit Singh Residing 
At Ward No. 8, Tikhowal Mohalla, 
Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 
Have Changed My Name And Shall 
Hereafter Be Known As Surjit Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As Deepika 
D/O Sh. Vinod Kumar Residing At 
Mohalla Nagar, Vill Rakri, Po 
Datarpur, Tehil Mukerian, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have Changed 
My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 
Known As Deepika Kumari. 

I, Reetu Devi W/o Rajinder Pal 
Singh R/o Vill: Golra Teh-Mukerian 
Distt. Hoshiarpur have changed my 
name from Reetu Devi to Devi 
Reetu. 

I, Beant Singh Mann S/o 
Sarbjit Singh R/o Rorikapura 
(Faridkot) have changed my name 
to Beant Singh. 

I, Madhu Nayak W/o Sarabjit 
Singh R/o W.No.11, St.No.5, 
Gulmohar Nagar, Khanna 
(Ludhiana) have changed my name 
to Madhu. 

I, Surjeet Singh S/o Hoshiar 
Singh R/o Village Gajjan Majra 
(Malerkotla) have changed my 
name to Surjeet Singh Mander. 

I, Lipika Kansal W/o. Akhil 
Kansal R/o. Peer Gauri Mohalla, 
Samana, Teh. Samana, Distt. 
Patiala, Punjab, have changed my 
name from Lipika Jain to Lipika 
Kansal. 

I, Rajbeer Kaur W/o 
Sukhjinder Singh R/o Shahzada 
Sant Singh (Ferozepur) have 
changed my name to Rajveer Kaur. 

I, Harjinder Kaur Multani W/o 
Balwinder Singh R/o Talwandi 
Mange Khan (Ferozepur) have 
changed my name to Harjinder 
Kaur. 

I Jasvinder Singh S/o Prem 
Singh R/o #23-A Basant Vihar near 
Hemkunt Petrol Pump Sirhind Road 
Patiala have changed my name to 
Jaswinder Singh. 

I Kiranjit Kaur  W/o Jaswinder 
Singh R/o #23-A Basant Vihar near 
Hemkunt Petrol Pump Sirhind Road 
Patiala have changed my name to 
Kiranjeet Kaur Kailey. 

I Shalini D/o Janardan Prasad 
Bariyar and W/o Amit Kumar R/o 
Flat No-A3/1003, Shree Vardhman 
Gardenia, Sonipat, Sector-10, Dist- 
Sonipat, Haryana - 131001, have 
changed my name to Shalini Sinha. 

I, Gurpreet Singh Ladhrohia 
S/o Sukhdev Singh R/o Partap 
Singh Nagar Kotkapura Distt. 
Faridkot have changed my name to 
Gurpreet Singh. 

I Ravi Inder Singh Hansra S/o 
Balvir Singh R/o Burj Naklian 
(Ludhiana) have changed my name 
to Ravi Inder Singh. 

I Manjit Kaur Hansra W/o 
Balvir Singh R/o Burj Naklian 
(Ludhiana) have changed my name 
to Manjit Kaur. 

I Ravi Inder Singh S/o Balvir 
Singh R/o Burj Naklian (Ludhiana) 
my father name Balvir Singh and 
Balbir Singh is same person. 

I Amandeep Singh S/o Pritam 
Singh R/o Binjal (Ludhiana) have 
changed my name to Amandeep 
(Name) Singh (Sirname). 

I Ramanpreet Kaur D/o 
Jaswinder Singh W/o Simranjit 
Singh Dhaliwal R/o Kailey 
(Ludhiana) have changed my name 
to Ramanpreet Kaur Dhaliwal. 

I, Savithri V is Legally Mother 
of Army No. 16129229Y Rank Spr 
Name Karunakaran V of unit 22 
Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 3/2, 
Nayakar Street, Keelur 
Kavasampattu, Katpadi, Vellore, 
State Tamil Nadu Pin-632204 
Declare That my Name V Savithri 
Wrongly Mentioed in my Son Army 
Service Records but my Correct 
Name is Savithri V. 

I, N Venkatesan is Legally 
Father of Army No. 16129229Y 
Rank Spr Name Karunakaran V of 
unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 3/2, 
Nayakar Street, Keelur 
Kavasampattu, Katpadi, Vellore, 
State Tamil Nadu Pin-632204 
Declare That my Name Venkatesan 
N Wrongly Mentioed in my Son 
Army Service Records but my 
Correct Name is N Venkatesan. 

I, Ranjit Kaur is Legally Wife 
of Army No. JC 288004A Rank 
Nb/Sub Name Narinder Singh of 
Unit 198 Med Regt C/o 56 APO R/o 
H No 625, Ward No 7, Gali No 2, 
Banta Singh colony, Dasuya, 
Dasuya, Hoshiarpur State Punjab 
Pin 144205 have change my Name 
From Ranjit kour to Ranjit Kaur Vide 
Affidavit Dated 24 June 2025 before 
at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Lichhma, Mother of Army 
No.3204836F, Rank Hav, Name 
Sandeep Kumar, presently 
Resident at Village Dayawath, Post 
Malwas, District Churu, Rajasthan-
331701, have changed my Name 
from Lichhama Devi to Lichhma 
vide affidavit no.IN-
PB47255195248475X, Dated 23 
June 2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I, HARDEEP KAUR Mother of 
Army No. 2503176L Rank Hav 
Name JAGROOP SINGH SINGH 
unit of 28 PUNJAB C/o 56 APO and 
resident of Village Badowal Khurd 
Tehsil Batala District Gurdaspur PIN 
143602 (PB) have changed my 
name from HARDIP KAUR to 
HARDEEP KAUR Vide Affidavit 
Dated 23 June 2025 before at 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Gurwinder Pal S/o Ganga 
Ram R/o W.No. 06 Vpo. Miani Teh-
Tanda (Hoshiarpur) Pb, declare that 
my given as Gurwinder and my 
surname as Pal. 

I, Pratiksha Pramod Ghotekar 
spouse of No. 15804998N L/NK 
Ghotekar Pramod Sukhdev 
resident of Village- Kolgaon, Post- 
Khedlezunge, Tehsil- Niphad, 
District- Nashik, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-422305, have 
changed my name from Pratiksha 
Pramod Ghotekar to Ghotekar 
Pratiksha Pramod Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB45487711160920X dated 
17 June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Savekar Chhayatai Mother 
of No.2810506A L/NK Savekar 
Sagar Ananda resident of Village- 
Dalvewadi, Post- Kaneri, Tehsil- 
Panhala, District- Kolhapur, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-416230, have 
changed my name & DOB from 
Savekar Chhayatai to Chaya 
Ananda Savekar and date of birth 
from 01 May 1972 to 01 June 
1972 Vide affidavit No. IN-
PB46948328065194X dated 21 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Maruti Father of No. 
2811333A L/NK Khedkar Santosh 
Maruti resident of Village- Lohasar, 
Post- Khandgaon, Tehsil- Pathrdi, 
District- Ahmednagar, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-414106, have 
changed my name from Maruti to 
Maruti Aavdaji Khedkar Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB46347558240545X dated 19 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Maimun Khatun Mother of 
No.15822162Y Hav Reyaz Ansari, 
resident of Village- Koyari Bigha, 
Post- Dhawal Bigha, Tehsil- 
Jehanabad, District- Jehanabad, 
State- Bihar, Pin-804407, have 
changed my name from Maimun 
Nisha to Maimun Khatun Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB47272737111193X dated 23 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Rakhma Mother of 
No.2803682P Hav Bote Devidas 
Hari resident of Village- 
Bhanguon, Post- Bhanguon, 
Tehsil- Shrigonda, District- 
Ahmednagar, State- Maharashtra, 
Pin- 413728, have changed my 
name & DOB from Rakhma to 
Rakhmabai Haribhau Bote and 
date of birth from 23 Oct 1963 to 
01 Jan 1953  Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB47287383699370X dated 23 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Hari Ram Bote Father of 
No.2803682P Hav  Bote Devidas 
Hari resident of Village- 
Bhanguon, Post- Bhanguon, 
Tehsil- Shrigonda, District- 
Ahmednagar, State- Maharashtra, 
Pin- 413728, have changed my 
name & DOB from Hari Ram Bote 
to Haribhau Rambhau Bote and 
date of birth from 23 Oct 1957 to 
01 Jan 1949  Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB47286624519184X dated 23 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, RACHANA daughter of  
JC-492435N Sub Yashvir Singh 
resident of Village- Salempur Jat, 
Post-  Salempur Jat, Teh - 
Sikandrabad, Dist -G B Nagar, 
State- Uttar Pradesh, Pin-203203, 
have changed my  Name from 
RACHANA to RACHNA Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB47293904828374X dated 23 
June 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Rakha Adak Mother of 
No.14655041X Hav Tapas Kumar 
resident of Village- Atberia, Post- 
Harijhama, Tehsil- Tamluk, District- 
Purba Medinipur, State- West 
Bengal, Pin-721152, have 
changed my name from Rakha 
Adak to Rekha Adak Vide affidavit 
No.IN- PB47288407117998X 
dated 23 June 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot Bhaskar.

Classifieds
CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I, Manjeet Kaur, wife of Narinder Singh 
Bhatti, resident of 10/13 Ballaram Nagar, 
Bathinda, hereby declare that the affidavit 
issued on 03.01.2019 to Gurbhajan Singh, 
son of Bachitar Singh, resident of Jagjeet 
Nagar, Haripura, Sirsa, currently residing 
in village Malwala, Tehsil Malout, regarding 
the land located in Khewat No. 1624, 
Khatoni No. 1988, Murabba No. 181, 
measuring 1 Killa, situated in Jeevan 
Nagar, Tehsil Rania, Sirsa, under the rights 
of Power of Attorney (Mukhtyarnama), is 
hereby revoked with immediate effect. 
Henceforth, the said person has no rights 
over this property. Any dealings with him 
will be at one’s own risk.

LOST AND FOUND 
I, Amita Dudeja W/o Shyam Sunder R/o 
H.No. 564, PLA Hisar, Distt. Hisar declare 
that the original conveyance deed no. 
13042 dated 11-12-2012 related to the 
property Site No. 2427, Sector 14-P, 
Hisar, is misplaced somewhere. If found 
by anybody, please hand over to the 
above address. I declare that I would be 
responsible for any issue related to the 
above lost deed. 

�ायालय तहसीलदार‐कम‐सब रिज��ार सािहब जी� 
मनके नवीन गोयल पु5 6ी सतपाल िनवासी सुभाष नगर जी8 
बनाम जनरल प9:क इस इ;हार के मा<म से हर आम व 
खास को सुिचत िकया जाता है िक मेरे िपता 0० 6ी सतपाल पु5 
6ी माधो राम िनवासी सुभाष नगर रोहतक रोड जी8 का 
0ग@वास िमित 08.02.2021 को हो चुका है व मेरी दादी 0० 
6ीमती भरपाई देवी प�ी 6ी माधो राम िनवासी जी8 का 0ग@वास 
बFत समय पहले हो चुका है इनके 0ग@वास के बाद िनGिल9खत 
वा"रस है :‐ 
(1) िबमला‐प�ी 
(2) नवीन गोयल‐पु5 
(3)  वीन कुमार‐पु5 
इनके इलावा उM मृतक का दीगर वा"रस नही है िजसके सOंध 
म/  ाथQ ने अपना शपथ प5 भी  Sुत कर िदया है। इसिलए हर 
आम व खास को इस नोिटस / इ;हार के मा<म से सुिचत 
िकया जाता है िक उपरोM मृतक के बताए गए वारसान / उत‐
रािधकारी के बाबत कोई शक या एतराज हो तो वह 0यं या 
अपने अिधवMा के मा<म से इस नोिटस के  काशन के 
उपराU 30 िदन के अ8र‐ अ8र इस काया@लय के काय@िदवस 
पर अपना एतराज  Sुत कर सकता है । यह नोिटस बाबत 
इ;हार आज िदनांक 20/6/22 को मेरे हSाWर व Xायालय की 
मोहर Yारा जारी िकया गया। 
िदनांक 20.06.2025 

तहसीलदार‐ कम‐ सयु� सब रिज��ार साहब जी� ।

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I, Vijay Kumar S/o Mool Raj R/o H.No.WS61, 
Sattran Mohalla, Basti Sheikh, Jalandhar City. 
Affirming that I have lost Original Sale Deed 
bearing No.3242 Dated 23.09.2013 S.R 
Jalandhar-2 anywhere at Basti Sheikh on 
10.06.2025 of the property situated at Plot No.342-
A, Abadi Guru Ramdas Nagar Enclave (Sher 
Singh Colony), Basti Peer Daad Khan, Teh & Distt. 
Jalandhar comprised in khasra No. 46//6/2, 7/1, 
14/3, 15,  16,  17/1,  24/2,  25,  28, 47//11, 19/2, 
20, 51//4, 5, 47//21, 22, 50//1, 2 etc. I have lodged 
the complaint S.R.No.602733/2025 Dated 
19.06.2025 at PSOC Div.No.5, Jalandhar. Though 
if any person found or any objection regarding the 
same.  Kindly contact me Vijay Kumar Mob: 
9872329883. All please note.



Iam writing this column from the land of opportunities that
has, for long, been the destination for the dreamy-eyed,
and last week I visited the iconic place that encapsulated

all that this vast nation stood for: freedom, democracy, and
hope. The very symbol of freedom is being recast in the mould
of modern-day servitude. It might have been my imagination.
Or perhaps it was the echo of the silent protests unfurling else-
where in New York City that day. One thing, 
however, is clear: people everywhere are more circum-
spect now. 

They are wary of encroachment; of being silenced;
of losing their livelihoods — in short, of everything
that would rob their peace of mind. There is fear
everywhere, and it is making people feel like they
are walking on eggshells. There’s a palpable fear lin-
gering, from the edge of the heart to the corner of
the street, even in the words we once spoke freely
when expressing an opinion. But then again, it made
me wonder: is the fear of losing freedom an emo-
tion of only ordinary folks? Or is there a more invis-
ible enslavement at play — one that shackles even
those who appear to be in power? The fear, I reck-
on, is not one-sided. It is all-pervading, existing every-
where. Among the ruled and the rulers. Among sub-
jects and sovereigns. It is open, yet often silent — in those who

whisper their reservations about how their individual liber-
ty is being stripped away, in ways that leave them feeling emas-
culated. The others, who hold the baton, make it more visi-
ble through mindless proclamations and impulsive acts. The
missiles and drones, much as they seem to be symbols of power,
are in reality a variation of the anxiety that’s cloaked in brava-
do. Authoritarians are afraid of being taken over by an enemy
at some point in time. They go on a rampage destroying life
and property because their nights are going sleepless with the
horrifying thought of being taken down by an unexpected
ambush from somewhere in their periphery. Let’s admit, with-

out pretensions or reservations: even the tall claims
we make on our social handles are tacit demonstra-

tions of an unmistakable fear — of being
dethroned, overshadowed, or rendered redundant
by those who appear more able and influential. 

We are afraid at all times, and it is slowly eat-
ing into our vitals. Whatever we create comes not
from that wellspring of energy innately stored
within us, but by external forces. We are substan-
tiated not by the cosmic inspirations but by the
cosmetic pulls of a nervous multitude that
wants to appear invincible. Our imagination is
at stake, and we are merely following trends and
norms because we are afraid of losing importance.
The fear is chipping away at our ability to be gen-
uine conversationalists in our daily walks of life.
There is an unwritten code that we cannot break,

lest the participants in the curated conversations take offence.

And it hurts to see men and women connect only with the
customary “thank you” and “you’re welcome” in our daily busi-
nesses. We can’t talk beyond what is essential, because it could
press someone else’s fear button. The whole charade of being
good and civil to protect our private realms is eroding our per-
sonal courage to be truly human. We are someone far removed
from what we are supposed to be as people, friends, relations,
neighbours, subjects, rulers — and an entire species. 
And this, I say, applies not just to ordinary people. It applies
to everyone from the pedestrian to the powerful. It seems
unlikely that the fear that is dominating the world — at dif-
ferent levels, in different measures, and for different reasons
— will vanish anytime soon. 

Yet there are rare times when the true spirit of being an ordi-
nary human who respects the equal existence of another, who
loves the holy heart that beats in tandem and the spirit that
holds us all together as one entity, springs forth. In one such
flitting moment, dispelling all fears, I said to an officer at the
immigration gate at the airport in the land where dreams once
used to take flight: “You remind me of Barack Obama, sir.”
The gentleman was mighty pleased, and giving me a gentle
laugh, he said, “I have had many people say this to me. I hope
he can come back to office.” Miles away, Lady Liberty might
also have smiled at the lovely banter we had, and readjusted
her crown — in the hope that courage and hope will return
home, and everywhere else in the world. Without fear or favour.
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The linguistic and cultural diversi-
ty of any country must be celebrat-
ed with great attention and in its
true spirit. India’s multilingual

phenomenon has always been an integral
part of society, but the nature of plurality
of languages differs greatly. India, as one
of the richest linguistic nations in the
world, represents the plurality and diver-
sity in its society, which has been seen as
its biggest strength. 

The dominance of English as a global
language of education has derecognised the
linguistic, cultural and epistemic identities
of multilingual people. During the colonial
days, English was taught for vested inter-
ests. It was believed to have the quality of
broadening the horizons of knowledge, and
because of the variety of texts, it was
thought to promote critical thinking and
analytical skills, which was ably support-
ed by the learning of rhetoric.

Even after independence, we fail to
appreciate the mother tongue as a cogni-
tive and pedagogical resource and find
absolutism in the dogma of monolingual-
ism as a language-teaching resource.
English has been, for most people, a skill
to master, not just a language to learn to
express. English is, for the most part, a for-
eign language, but treated as a second lan-
guage in India. 

The immense damage done by commu-
nicative English language courses — by
shifting the onus of communication to the
receiver of the communication rather than
the creator — has led to a peculiar situa-
tion of incomplete cognitive processing, or
at best, partial understanding. If we look
at the globe, we can see that some lead-
ing countries like Germany, China, and
Japan, with the highest technological
expertise, are offering primary education
in their mother tongue. 

The push for teaching in a universal
language such as English has been shown
to hinder children’s educational progress
in such countries. The key to human
resources development is education, and
the English-only policy fails to appreci-
ate the mother tongue as a cognitive and
pedagogic resource.

As a hapless victim of linguistic rob-
bery, the schoolchild is terminally disabled
from utilising the immense linguistic arse-
nal offered by his mother tongue. This
reveals the fact that primary education in
the mother tongue is as effective and func-
tioning as it could be in any other domi-
nant language. The use of home language,
local language, and mother tongue-based
primary and secondary education also
entails that each language can provide cog-

nitive and educational resources to its
learners.The historic and transformative
National Education Policy (NEP 2020), in
its section dedicated to language education
called “Multi l ingualism and the 
Power of Language”, endeavours to foster
and accept linguistic diversity within the
realm of education. 

The policy recognises the significance of
language as a potent instrument for foster-
ing effective communication, advancing

students’ cognitive abil-
ities, and cultivating
cultural awareness. It
further states that,
wherever possible, the
medium of instruction
should be the mother
tongue or the local or
regional  language.
Thereafter, the home
or local language shall
continue to be taught
as a language wherev-
er possible.

It further emphasis-
es that all efforts should be made to
ensure that any gaps that exist between the
language spoken by the child and the medi-
um of teaching are bridged. NEP 2020 also
provides fluidity to the three-language for-
mula, as there is no specific language that
shall be imposed on any State. The States,
regions, and the students as well, are free
to choose the three languages which the
students want to learn, whereas at least two

of them are to be native to India  — one
of which is most likely to be the home,
local, or regional language. The objective
of the NEP 2020 is to make India a
knowledge superpower by equipping its
students with the necessary skills and
knowledge, and to eliminate the shortage
of manpower in academia, science, tech-
nology, and industry. In recent years, edu-
cation in mother tongue, regional, local, or
home languages has attracted serious
attention worldwide. Mother tongue plays
a critical role in the cognitive and intellec-
tual development of a learner. Studies have
shown that individuals fluent in their
mother tongue tend to have higher educa-
tional success rates than those who are not. 

Languages are instrumental in preserv-
ing cultural values and traditions, and hav-
ing a strong foundation in one’s mother
tongue can aid in learning new languages.
Unfortunately, many countries — partic-
ularly those that were colonised — contin-
ue to use the language of their colonisers
as the medium of instruction in higher edu-
cation. This is often done under the pre-
text of the unavailability of books and jour-
nals in local languages. 

However, this practice puts students who
come from schools that use local languages
at a disadvantage, particularly in specialised
fields such as medicine, science, literature,
technology, and law. It is essential to
recognise the importance of the mother
tongue and to encourage its continued use
in education and wider society to develop

the foundational skills of a society — such
as literacy and critical thinking. The ini-
tial investment in multilingual programmes
seems to be high because of the addition-
al cost of developing new learning mater-
ial, especially for languages that have not
been standardised or do not have a script.
It would also require teachers trained to
teach in a multilingual classroom. 

This requires renewed resource alloca-
tion and a clear policy to enrich the local
languages to achieve the ultimate end of an
effective mother tongue-based education
system. It has now become essential to pro-
mote home, local, and regional languages
to ensure the continuation and transmis-
sion of culture, customs, and history.
UNESCO, too, is taking urgent action to
encourage broad and international com-
mitment to promoting multilingualism and
linguistic diversity, including the safe-
guarding of endangered languages. 

Mother-tongue education needs to be
prioritised in policy development to ensure
more responsive and nuanced approaches
that take into account the unique linguis-
tic and cultural needs of learners.
Unfortunately, as everyone is a language
user, they think they can comment on lan-
guage — as it is everybody’s business and
nobody’s business.

Rethinking Language in Indian Education
As global examples from Germany to Japan reaffirm the value of native-language education, it is time India embraced

its own plurality — not as a barrier, but as the very foundation of holistic learning and national identity

ASHA IYER
KUMAR
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Is liberty withering in a wary world?

The Israel–Iran conflict has taken a grim turn as the US has directly
involved itself in the fray by breaching Iranian airspace and hitting its
three nuclear sites. The United States’ unprecedented strikes on three

Iranian nuclear facilities — Natanz, Fordo, and Isfahan — have raised the
chances of other powers like Russia and China joining it covertly. What
began as a shadow conflict between Israel and Iran has now erupted into a
wider confrontation with global stakes, as Washington’s intervention risks
igniting a regional conflagration with cascading consequences for energy
security, international diplomacy, and global peace. In a moment of grave
international concern, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi emerged as a
voice of restraint and reason. He spoke directly with Iran’s newly elected
President, Masoud Pezeshkian, and urged immediate de-escalation,
emphasising dialogue and diplomacy as the only viable path forward. The
entry of the US into the fray dramatically raises the stakes. With multiple
US military bases spread across the Gulf and Iran’s bid to block the Strait
of Hormuz — a vital chokepoint through which over 20 per cent of the
world’s oil passes — the risk of a broader regional war is real and
immediate, resulting in hardships for many nations dependent upon Gulf
oil, including India. India, with its deep energy dependence on Gulf states
and close ties to both Iran and the US, is vulnerable to the ripple effects of
the conflict. A disrupted oil supply could cause domestic inflation to spike,
derail economic forecasts, and strain foreign exchange reserves. Moreover,
India’s strategic investment in Iran’s Chabahar Port — a crucial component
of its connectivity to Afghanistan and Central Asia — could be imperilled by
continued instability. India’s diplomatic tightrope walk is therefore not just
about foreign policy symbolism; it is about national interest and regional
stability. PM Modi’s appeal reflects not only India’s strategic
calculus but also its potential to play the role of a mediator in a time of
intensifying hostilities. 

Beyond regional tensions, the current escalation has shaken global oil
markets. Prices have surged amidst fears of supply disruption. This is not
merely an Israel–Iran war anymore. It has the contours of a conflict that
could draw in global powers, unsettle economies, and rupture the fragile
world order. With tensions at an all-time high, the window for diplomacy is
narrowing. Yet, it is precisely at this point that the world needs more
statesmanship and less brinkmanship. Iran must be given diplomatic
avenues to avoid escalation without losing face. 

The US must show strategic restraint and allow space for mediation.
Israel must realise that regional peace cannot be achieved through
unilateral military campaigns. In this fragile moment, countries like India
can serve as credible voices for peace. By engaging all sides through
backchannels and multilateral forums like the UN, BRICS, and the Non-
Aligned Movement, India could help forge a ceasefire framework — or at
least open lines of dialogue. In this fraught hour, the world must heed calls
like that of Prime Minister Modi — calls for de-escalation, dialogue, and a
return to diplomacy.

The US direct involvement in West Asia could
disrupt the fragile world order 

World on edge as US

launches strikes on Iran

The erosion of true dharma
Earlier, dharma was a way of life — quiet acts of kind-
ness, done without applause. Helping an old man cross
the street or feeding the hungry were acts rooted in silent
compassion, not selfies. But today, religion feels more like
a marketplace. Godmen have brand value, temples sell
VIP passes, and rituals come with fixed rates — one for
exams, another for car purchases, even one for back pain.
Is this devotion or a menu card? In our childhood, naam
prasanga was about inner peace.

Now, it’s about social media likes. A donation to a tem-
ple makes front-page news; feeding cows becomes an
Instagram story. Without the camera, the compassion van-
ishes. Even religious events have sponsors — one ban-
ner from a cement company, another from a soft
drink brand. 

One wonders if even the Gods are confused — should
they grant blessings or endorse brands? Once meant to
unite, religion now divides. Turn on the TV, and faith is
reduced to shouting matches and breaking news debates.
Dharma, once sacred and simple, is now a billboard com-
petition. The real question is no longer about surrender
or truth, but: “Who is the bigger devotee?” Perhaps it is
time we return to dharma as quiet integrity, not public
display. For in humility, not hashtags, lies the essence of
true faith.

NOOPUR BARUAH  I  TEZPUR

Household savings are declining
According to a report by CAREEdge Ratings, the house-
hold savings rate was 32.2 per cent in the financial year
2015, which has declined to 30.7 per cent in FY 2024. This
marks the third consecutive year of decline, bringing sav-
ings close to just 18.1 per cent of the GDP. Despite ris-
ing incomes and controlled inflation, it is evident that peo-
ple are left with little to no money for savings. Even though
workers’ incomes have increased and inflation is under
control, rural savings continue to fall. It is expected that
lower interest rates and reduced inflation will boost
demand. At the same time, household debt has increased
to 6.2 per cent of GDP, nearly double compared to the
previous decade. This suggests that people are increas-
ingly relying on loans to meet their expenses and needs.
Meanwhile, in the IT sector, employee-related expenses
are showing signs of slowing. 

While salary expenses had jumped 261 per cent in Q3
of FY 2023, they rose only by 4 per cent in Q3 of FY 2024,
indicating that companies are becoming more cautious
with their spending. There is hope that overall demand
will see a broad-based recovery in the near future. The
decline in savings is not just a statistical concern — it
reflects deeper economic vulnerabilities. Strengthening
financial literacy and household resilience must now be
a national priority.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR | MUMBAI

Safeguarding voter privacy
The Election Commission of India (ECI), in a letter dated
May 30, directed State Chief Electoral Officers to destroy
CCTV, webcasting, and video footage of the election
process after 45 days — if no legal challenge is raised —
to protect the privacy of voters and non-voters alike from
possible political harassment.

Yet, a deeper privacy concern lies in the current method
of EVM-based counting. Unlike the earlier practice with
paper ballots — where votes from different booths were
mixed to maintain secrecy — EVMs reveal polling sta-
tion-specific results. At counting centres, results from each
booth’s EVM are displayed and recorded in Form 17C in
the presence of party agents, exposing voting trends down
to the street or village level. 

This risks political targeting and undermines voter
anonymity. To address this, the ECI proposed using a
“totaliser” as early as 2008. This device combines votes
from 14 EVMs, concealing booth-wise data. The Law
Commission, in its 255th Report, also backed amending
Rule 66A of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, to enable
its use. During the 2024 general elections, the ECI con-
firmed that totaliser technology — developed by BEL and
ECIL — is ready. Its widespread implementation is vital
to uphold the voter’s right to secrecy, ensuring truly free
and fair elections.

SRINIVAS MADHAV | HYDERABAD
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California, Berkeley. Views are personal)

(The writer is a columnist, independent journalist and writing coach
based in Dubai. Views are personal)

Devotees participate in the palanquin procession of 
Sant Dnyaneshwar Maharaj, in Pune. PTI

PIC TALK

In a typically dramatic move, US
President Donald Trump launched
military strikes on Iran’s nuclear

facilities at Fordow, Natanz, and
Isfahan — just two days after claiming
he had opened a two-week diplomatic
window.

Using B-2 stealth bombers and
bunker-busting bombs, the US targeted
Iran’s uranium enrichment programme,
reversing Trump’s earlier stance on
avoiding foreign wars and sparking
fears of Iranian retaliation. Ironically,
Iran currently possesses no 
nuclear weapons, but the US deemed it
a threat. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan, a nuclear-
armed nation with a proven terror
footprint, continues to enjoy diplomatic
courtesies. Pakistan’s army chief, Asim
Munir, was even invited for a cordial
lunch — suggesting diplomacy works
differently when it’s convenient.
Interestingly, Pakistan condemned the
US strikes on Iran, even after recently

endorsing Trump for the Nobel Peace
Prize for his “decisive diplomacy”
during the India-Pakistan crisis. This
contradiction exposes the farcical
nature of international politics. If Iran
is labelled the top terror sponsor, then
what about Pakistan, which continues
to support cross-border terrorism,
including a recent attack that killed 26
tourists in Kashmir?

Trump’s America thrives on selective
justice and commercial threats. The
real irony? The US exists because of a
historical genocide, yet continues to
dictate global morality. If Trump had
stayed true to his 14 promises of non-
intervention, perhaps Pakistan’s terror
infrastructure would have been
dismantled by now. So, who’s the real
bully? The world must look beyond
headline diplomacy and demand
accountability without double
standards. Only then can global peace
be more than a slogan.

BIDYUT K CHATTERJEE, FARIDABAD

US STRIKES IRAN, IGNORES PAKISTAN:
WORLD’S SELECTIVE LOGIC

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



India is emerging as an economic superpow-
er. India’s growth rate is the highest in the
world. The Indian economy is the fourth
largest economy in the world with $4.2 tril-

lion. In the 11 years between 2014 and 2025, the
country has registered remarkable economic
and social progress. Many other countries have
progressed during this period but India’s progress,
especially economic progress, is different. Transfer
of political power has been happening and will
continue to happen but in the context of India,
the power change of 2014 will have to be seen
from a different perspective. The historical man-
date of 2014 was clear that India now wants to see
itself as a developed India.

Due to the development-oriented decisions of
the Narendra Modi Government, India is the
fastest-growing economy in the world today. In
the coming years, the GDP growth rate will remain
between 6.5 to 9 per cent. The credit for this goes
to the mantra of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’ which binds 145 crore peo-
ple of India together. Modi Government’s empha-
sis is on inclusive development.

The goal of Developed India 2047 is to make
India a fully developed nation on the eve of the
100th anniversary of independence. This ambi-
tious mission focuses on establishing India as an
economic, social and political world leader.
Achieving the goal is difficult but not impossible.
Indian economy will reach $4.5 trillion by the end
of 2025. India’s economy can reach $35 trillion by
2047.

For India to reach a developed economy of $35
trillion by 2047, GDP growth of 8 to 11 per cent
for 20 years is mandatory for which a holistic and
coordinated vision is required. India will become
the third-largest economy in the world by 2028.
The Indian economy is estimated to be $7 trillion
by 2030, $19 trillion by 2040 and $35 trillion by
2047.

No vision can be achieved without a mission.
The goal of achieving the vision of a $35 trillion
dollar developed economy for India
will be possible through MODI,
Mission of Developed India. 

Any country needs a large market to
sell goods and services. Demand comes
from the market itself. In order to ful-
fill goods and services are produced.
India is the largest consumer market
in the world today. Every country is
looking at India as the world’s largest
market.

The country has to become self-
reliant in every field. Programs, like
Make in India, Startup India, and
Digital India, are working as fuel in giv-
ing economic momentum to the coun-
try. India is a country of youth. More than 67 per
cent of the country’s population is young.

Workforce participation, which is currently 56 per
cent, needs to be taken to 70 per cent in the next
10 years. Creating extensive employment oppor-
tunities in manufacturing, MSME and service sec-
tors should be the priority of the Government.

India will remain the world’s top glob-
al workforce contributor for many
decades to come.

To make India a developed country,
extensive structural and policy reforms
will have to be done. Capex expenditure
has been increased 6 times in the last
10 years, which needs to be increased
to `15 lakh crore by 2030. 

To promote the manufacturing sec-
tor, special attention needs to be given
to Make in India, Startup India, 6.3
crores MSME units and capital expen-
diture. Our goal should be to increase
Indigenous production in sectors like
electronics, semiconductors, defence

and renewable energy. The tax burden on citizens
and corporations should be further reduced. Tax

slabs should not be more than three.
Successful implementation of Make in India but

Make for World can increase India’s exports man-
ifold. Our total exports are $825 billion which will
soon become $1 trillion. By 2047, the country’s
exports can reach $10 trillion. There is a need to
get rid of impractical and unnecessary rules and
regulations which will increase ease of doing busi-
ness and reduce compliance costs. This will also
have a huge positive impact on foreign investment
coming to India. In the last 10 years, FDI inflow
has been $668 billion.

The most important thing for the digital rev-
olution is the number of internet users. In 2010,
the number of people using the internet was only
8 per cent, which reaching 55 per cent by 2025
is commendable. For digitisation, 6.92 lakh kilo-
metres of optical fibre have been laid in the coun-
try. Today, there are 94 crore broadband sub-
scribers in the country. 49 per cent of the world’s
digital transactions happen in India alone. 

It is a matter of pride for India to have 172 bil-
lion digital transactions in 2024. After the Digital

Revolution-1, now there is a need for Digital
Revolution-2. There is a need to take internet pen-
etration to 70 per cent by 2030.

Tourism contributes 5 per cent to India’s GDP
and 7.6 crore people get employment in the
tourism sector. Tourism plays an important role
in the economy of many countries of the world.
There are endless possibilities for the tourism
industry in India. Cultural tourism, religious
tourism, village tourism, eco-tourism, medical
tourism, heritage tourism etc. can be promoted.
India’s share in global tourism is 1.8 per cent,
efforts should be made to bring it to 10 per cent
by 2040. The rural economy should be linked to
the tourism industry. The country will benefit by
promoting village tourism.

There have been extensive changes in the high-
er education sector. Today, the country has
70,683 higher education institutions, 1,334 uni-
versities, 51,959 colleges, 23 IITs and AIIMS, and
2,045 medical colleges. There is a need to focus
more on education and skill development. The
extensive changes under the New Education Policy
2020 are not yet reflected at the ground level from
school to university. Education has to be direct-
ly linked to Indian knowledge, Indian languages,
employment, internship, skill development, entre-
preneurship and research.

The economy of the states is directly linked to
the economy of the country. There is a need for
better coordination between the state and the cen-
tral Government. 

For this, if necessary, the Constitution should
be amended. There is a need to focus more on
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, North
Eastern States. To make the country’s economy 35
trillion dollars by 2047, it is necessary for the econ-
omy of the state of Uttar Pradesh to be at least 5
trillion dollars.

More investment is required in artificial intel-
ligence, green technology and quantum comput-
ing. Increasing research and investment in the
green energy sector in the next five years will
reduce the country’s dependence on foreign
countries for crude oil imports. In today’s era,
global uncertainty and geopolitical tension can-
not be avoided. 

Bilateral and multilateral agreements will have
to be made continuously for economic and
strategic partnerships with the world’s powerful
countries and trading blocks. The pace at which
the country’s economic development is taking
place is the highest in the world. There is a need
to further accelerate the pace of development. If
we are able to maintain the economic growth rate
of 8-11 per cent in the coming 20 years, the coun-
try will have a developed economy of $35 trillion
in 2047.

When people think of modelling, they
imagine high heels, bright lights, and
glamorous photo shoots. 

They rarely picture the gruelling 14-hour days,
the emotional toll of constant scrutiny, or the pres-
sure to stay poised when everything inside you feels
frayed.

As someone who has walked countless ramps
from Delhi to Dubai, posed for luxury campaigns
and worked with photographers across time
zones, let me tell you a secret: the true backbone
of a modelling career isn’t found in stilettos. It’s
found on the yoga mat.

With International Yoga Day just around the
corner, I find myself reflecting on how yoga has-
n’t just helped me survive this industry — it’s
helped me thrive in it.
The Body as a Tool
As models, our body is our instrument.
It needs to be expressive, balanced, and
aligned. But constant travel, late-night
fittings, uncomfortable shoes, and
physically demanding poses can throw
the body into chaos. I’ve seen fellow
models develop posture issues, chron-
ic back pain, and repetitive strain
injuries from years of ignoring body
signals.

Yoga — gentle yet strengthening —
has been my antidote. My routine
includes daily sun salutations and tar-
geted asanas for hip and shoulder
opening. Not only has this improved my flexibil-
ity and posture, but it has made a noticeable dif-
ference in the way I carry myself — on and off
the runway. Photographers often comment on
how “grounded” I seem in my frame. That’s yoga.

It also helps with recovery. After a long day of
back-to-back shoots, a 20-minute restorative ses-
sion helps my muscles release tension, improves
sleep, and gets me ready for the next day — some-
thing even the fanciest spas can’t always guaran-
tee.
Mental Resilience
Behind every beautiful campaign is a sea of self-
doubt, rejection, and insecurity. Models live in
a world where “not now” is more common than
“yes,” and where appearance is constantly under
microscopic examination.

Yoga has been my therapist on the mat.
Through practices like pranayama (breath con-
trol), dhyana (meditation), and simple mindful-
ness, I’ve learned to separate my self-worth from
the fleeting nature of gigs and likes. I’ve learned
to respond instead of react. That pause between
a breath — that space of awareness — is every-
thing when you’re in a high-pressure green room
or staring down the lens of a judgmental casting
director.

Yoga has also helped manage performance anx-
iety. Before a major show, I do five minutes of
deep belly breathing backstage. 

It centres me, slows the mind, and replaces fear
with focus. In an industry where you’re constant-
ly being compared and evaluated, that internal
silence is gold.
A Global Career
One of the beautiful things about yoga is its porta-
bility. You don’t need fancy equipment or a full
studio. I’ve practised in airport lounges, on hotel
balconies, and in between wardrobe changes. My
yoga mat is the most important thing I pack —
more important than makeup or heels.

It offers a sense of continuity in a life full of
change. Wherever I go, my practice brings me

back to myself. It’s a daily ritual that
reminds me that while my schedule, loca-

tion, or agency may change, I remain
constant.
Beyond the Self: A Bigger
Purpose
This year, the theme for International
Yoga Day — “Yoga for Self and
Society” — couldn’t be more fitting. In
modelling, we’re often encouraged to
focus inward, to compete, to perfect.
Yoga teaches the opposite: that true
growth happens when you look
beyond the mirror.

Over the last year, I’ve been running
small yoga circles for newer models — short 30-
minute sessions to help them ease into the chaos
of their first fashion weeks. It’s my way of giving
back. Many of them have told me they sleep bet-
ter, feel less anxious, and are better able to deal
with industry pressures. That, to me, is the real
power of yoga — it creates ripples far beyond the
mat.
A Message to My Tribe 
To every aspiring model reading this: please don’t
think of yoga as just another “fitness” routine. It’s
not about flat abs or graceful backbends. It’s about
reclaiming your mind, protecting your body, and
nurturing your soul in an industry that often pulls
you in the opposite direction.

And to everyone else — whether you’re an
accountant, an artist, or a teacher — yoga offers
something for you, too. In a world spinning faster
by the day, yoga invites you to slow down, breathe,
and come home to yourself. This International
Yoga Day, don’t just celebrate yoga — practice it.
You don’t have to be perfect. You just have to
begin.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s whirlwind
diplomatic journey across Cyprus, Canada,
and Croatia from June 15 to 18, 2025, was

more than a packed travel schedule — it was a cal-
culated demonstration of India’s evolving global role.
Against the backdrop of a recent military confronta-
tion with Pakistan and escalating tensions with
Turkey, the trip signified a shift in India’s diplomat-
ic posture — from cautious balancing to confident
engagement. This trilateral outreach served as a pow-
erful articulation of New Delhi’s strategic recalibra-
tion, issue-based partnerships, and foreign policy
assertiveness.
Cyprus: Strategic Moves
Modi’s first stop, Cyprus (June 15–16), marked the
first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to the
Mediterranean island in over 20 years. While the
destination may have seemed peripheral to global
power dynamics, the timing and optics were any-
thing but incidental. 

The visit came amid deepening strains with
Turkey, exacerbated by Ankara’s alleged indirect
involvement in the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack
via Turkish-origin drones. India’s Operation Sindoor,
a swift military response, had already drawn
Ankara’s ire. Turkey’s growing alignment with
Pakistan — especially on Kashmir — and its con-
tinued recognition of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), added fuel to the fire.

In this context, Modi’s visit to Nicosia carried both
symbolic weight and strategic clarity. It was a sig-
nal — subtle yet unmistakable — to Turkey that
India was not above engaging with its adversaries’
adversaries. Standing in solidarity with Cypriot sov-
ereignty and the UN-led peace process, Modi’s
potential visit to the Green Line —  the demilitarised
buffer zone dividing Greek and Turkish Cypriots
— underscored a nuanced rebuke of Turkey’s region-
al ambitions.

Beyond symbolism, substance dominated the
bilateral talks. Modi and President Nikos
Christodoulides explored collaborations in maritime
security, multilateralism, and digital connectivity.
Cyprus reaffirmed its support for India’s core inter-
national aspirations, including its bid for permanent
membership in the UN Security Council and the
Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

It also reiterated its stance against cross-border
terrorism, implicitly supporting India’s position on
Pakistan.Equally significant was Cyprus’s role in the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC) — a visionary alternative to traditional trade
routes compromised by Red Sea disruptions and
geopolitical bottlenecks. 

As Cyprus prepares to assume the rotating pres-
idency of the EU Council in January 2026, the visit
also reenergised momentum for the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement, which both sides hope to con-
clude by the end of this year.

Canada and the G7
The second leg of the tour took Modi to Canada
for the G7 Summit at Kananaskis (June 15–17),
where speculation had been rife about India pos-
sibly being cold-shouldered due to recent diplomat-
ic tensions with Ottawa. Instead, what unfolded was
a reaffirmation of India’s growing indispensability
in global decision-making forums. This marked
India’s 11th appearance at a G7 summit and
Modi’s fifth consecutive attendance since 2019. 

Far from a token presence, India played a pivotal
role in critical discussions ranging from the Indo-
Pacific and energy transition to digital governance
and supply chain diversification. Modi’s keynote
address underscored India’s foreign policy princi-
ple of strategic autonomy — a theme deeply woven
into his administration’s diplomatic fabric. He reject-
ed any notion of external mediation in South Asian
affairs, issuing an implicit rebuke to Western pow-

ers that have long sought to
play arbiter in India-
Pakistan disputes. The tim-
ing was telling. Just days
before the summit,  US
President Donald Trump
had claimed credit for the
ceasefire that ended the
recent India-Pakistan mil-
itary exchange. 

In a firm rebuttal, Modi
clarified in a 35-minute
phone call with Trump
that Pakistan had request-

ed the ceasefire after India’s forceful response — and
that no third-party mediation was involved.

By publicly challenging the assertions of a for-
mer U.S. president, India demonstrated an uncom-
mon diplomatic audacity — signaling its refusal to
be patronised or misrepresented. Modi further
declined Trump’s invitation to visit Washington, cit-
ing a prior engagement in Croatia. While diplomat-
ically courteous, the move clearly conveyed that
India’s international engagements are guided by
interests, not flattery.

On the G7 floor, India’s voice resonated in dis-
cussions on global digital architecture, AI ethics, cli-
mate finance, and democratised green transitions.
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) model and
its proposals for inclusive AI frameworks found
favorable responses. Moreover, Modi’s meetings with
G7 leaders helped India secure additional support
for IMEC and digital connectivity with Europe.
Croatia: A Strategic Gateway
Modi concluded his journey with a historic visit to
Croatia (June 18)  —  the first by an Indian Prime
Minister to the Balkan state. While Croatia may not
command the diplomatic spotlight like Western
European powers, its geographical positioning
makes it a crucial strategic partner. Flanked by

Central Europe, the Balkans, and the Adriatic Sea,
Croatia holds promise as a key logistical node in the
IMEC corridor. In Zagreb, Modi held talks with
Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic and President
Zoran Milanovic. 

The agenda spanned defense cooperation, space
research, agriculture, cultural exchanges, and 
education. One of the key outcomes was a long-term
defense collaboration framework involving maritime
security, joint military training, and technology
exchange. This aligns with Croatia’s naval strengths
and India’s desire to deepen its European maritime
engagement. On the space front, potential cooper-
ation between ISRO and Croatian scientific 
institutions could bolster data-sharing, satellite 
innovation, and climate tracking. In agriculture, both
countries agreed to promote tech-driven farming
solutions, agri-startups, and sustainable processing
systems. Croatia’s ports, meanwhile, offer vital trans-
shipment opportunities for Indian exports, especial-
ly in light of Europe’s shifting logistics networks.
Discussions focused on aligning customs standards,
boosting Indian private investment in Croatian
infrastructure, and enhancing air and sea connec-
tivity to create seamless trade flows.
Diplomacy of  Balance and Purpose
Modi’s tri-nation tour wasn’t just about optics  —
it reflected a strategic deepening of India’s global
engagements. Each leg of the journey served a 
layered purpose: Cyprus symbolised India’s resolve
to call out aggression and align with those 
who support its sovereignty. Canada and the G7
reflected India’s elevated stature and its insistence
on being treated as an equal stakeholder, not a junior 
partner. 
Croatia highlighted New Delhi’s evolving Europe
strategy  —  expanding influence in regions often
overlooked in traditional diplomacy. This trio of
engagements exemplifies a new phase in India’s for-
eign policy  —  one that is not defined by ideolog-
ical camps or outdated alignments. Instead, it is dri-
ven by interest-based coalitions, 
flexible partnerships, and a strong commitment 
to national agency.India no longer seeks validation
on the global stage  —  it seeks voice, influence, 
and agency. 
Modi’s tour marks a pivot from reactive diploma-
cy to agenda-setting leadership. From trade corri-
dors to digital frameworks, defense cooperation to
cultural diplomacy, India is charting a course defined
by dialogue without dependency, ambition without
aggression, and leadership without hegemony. As
the global order fragments and reconfigures, India’s
non-aligned yet assertive diplomacy could emerge
as a stabilising anchor  —  balancing power with
principle, and pragmatism with with purpose.

India’s Diplomatic Renaissance: 
Modi’s Strategic Trilateral Tour
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India has emerged as the fastest-growing major economy in the world, powered by a bold vision of inclusive  development and 
transformative reforms. It is now poised to join the club of developed nations as its GDP is  fourth largest in the world

(The writer is an economist, political analyst and professor 
at NMIMS University. Views are personal) 

(The writer is senior IPS officer of UP cadre.
Views are personal)

(With her career spanning ten years, the writer has solidified
her expertise in HR, entrepreneurship, and innovation 

ecosystem development. Views are personal) 
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Developed India:  A Vision for a $35 Trillion Economy by 2047
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The real backbone of
modelling: A yoga mat

TO MAKE INDIA A DEVELOPED
COUNTRY, EXTENSIVE STRUCTURAL
AND POLICY REFORMS WILL HAVE
TO BE DONE. CAPEX EXPENDITURE
HAS BEEN INCREASED 6 TIMES IN

THE LAST 10 YEARS, WHICH NEEDS
TO BE INCREASED TO `15 LAKH

CRORE BY 2030
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SURJIT SINGH FLORA

On Monday, June 16,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived

in Canada to participate in the
G7 Summit in Alberta. This visit
is an important rematch, occur-
ring more than ten years after his
previous trip to Canada in April
2015, which was at the invitation
of then-Prime Minister Stephen
Harper. Significant transforma-
tions have unfolded since
Harper’s electoral loss in
October 2015, marked by Justin
Trudeau’s rise to power.

The increasing political influ-
ence of Khalistani narratives in
Canada has been notable, along-
side Trudeau’s ill-fated trip to
India in 2018 and the ensuing
efforts to depict India negative-
ly. This trajectory reached a peak
with the public claim that
“agents of the Indian
Government” were involved in
the June 2023 assassination of
Khalistani activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar.

The accusation resulted in the
removal of high commissioners,
the halting of visa services, and
a significant freeze in diplomat-
ic relations between the two
nations. The invitation to the G7
serves as a strategic move to
repair relationships and initiate

a subtle reestablishment of con-
nections at the highest echelons,
all while avoiding the visibility
and political hazards associated
with a separate bilateral meeting.

Trudeau faces scrutiny not
only for the allegations sur-
rounding Nijjar but also for his
ongoing involvement in Indian
domestic affairs, including his
backing of the farmers’ protests.
Trudeau’s choice to exit the
political arena has successfully
eliminated a longstanding
source of annoyance and the
emblematic figure representing
the pro-Khalistan stance with-
in Canadian governance.

The Canadian political land-
scape was significantly disrupt-
ed by Trump’s threats of tariffs,
his renegotiation of trade deals,
and his open thoughts about
incorporating Canada as
America’s “51st state”. The out-
come: a clear triumph for Mark
Carney, the former Governor of
both the Bank of Canada and
the Bank of England, who
ascended to the role of prime
minister with a substantial pres-
ence in Parliament. His prima-
ry opponent, Conservative
leader Pierre Poilievre, was per-
ceived as being overly aligned
with Trump’s ideology. In the
meantime, Jagmeet Singh, the
leader of the NDP, which ranks
as the third largest party, and a
prominent advocate for
Khalistani causes, faced a 
significant setback, further
reducing a source of tension in
the relationship between India
and Canada.

This underscores the com-
pelling strategic rationale for
Canada to fortify its ties with
India. India, characterised by its
vast and expanding consumer
market, a burgeoning middle
class, and a strong demand for
energy, technology and infra-
structure investment, presents a

clear counterbalance.
Also, Canadian pension funds

have allocated over $75 billion
in India, showcasing a strong
belief in the nation’s enduring
economic potential and acting as
a reliable stabiliser for the 
partnership amid diplomatic
tensions.

Indeed, the Khalistani issue
remains a significant and
unavoidable topic of discus-
sion. With 21 MPs in a house of
343, Canada’s Indian diaspora,
comprising 2.8 million individ-
uals, is politically engaged and
predominantly law-abiding.
However, a small group of
Khalistani sympathisers has
managed to dominate the nar-
rative, beginning with the trag-
ic bombing of Air India’s
Kanishka Flight 182 in June
1985, which resulted in 329
fatalities and stands as the dead-
liest terrorist attack in Canadian
history. India has consistently
maintained that Canada fails to
adequately address its legiti-
mate security concerns, partic-
ularly in cases where Indian

diplomats experience targeting
or intimidation disguised as
protected speech.

Canada considers the murder
of a Canadian citizen within its
borders to be a serious violation
of its sovereignty. India has
firmly rejected any allegations,
labelling them as “absurd and
driven by ulterior motives.” As
four Indian nationals face trial
for the murder of Nijjar, New
Delhi is ready to allow the
Canadian legal proceedings to
unfold as intended. The 
ongoing dialogue regarding law
enforcement and security 
provides a structured platform
to tackle these issues through
recognised avenues.

That is why Prime Minister
Mark Carney engaged with the
leader of the world’s largest
democracy without hesitation.

The result-PM Mark Carney
had ample grounds to take pride
in the achievements of the
Canadian presidency. “In
Kananaskis, Canada’s leader-
ship demonstrated our commit-
ment to forging new 

international partnerships,
strengthening alliances and
guiding member nations into a
transformative era of global 
collaboration.”

Canada possesses the essen-
tial resources that are in high
demand globally, along with
the admirable values that many
strive to emulate. “Canada is
addressing this moment with
intention and resilience,” stated
Mark Carney. Following the
address by the Canadian Prime
Minister regarding his G7 pres-
idency, Mark Carney and
Narendra Modi engaged in a
private meeting.

Certain Khalistani extremists
are expressing discontent over
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney’s invitation to Indian
Prime Minister Narinder Modi
for the G7 summit.

During the G7, India and
Canada are reestablishing their
diplomatic ties. Indian PM Modi
engaged in a highly productive
discussion with Prime Minister
Mark Carney. He and the
Canadian government received
praise for their effective organi-
zation of the G7 Summit. India
and Canada share a robust com-
mitment to democratic values,
individual freedoms and the
principles of the rule of law. PM
Carney and I eagerly anticipate
collaborating to enhance the
momentum of the India-Canada
partnership. Fields such as trade,
energy, space, clean energy, crit-
ical minerals, fertilizers, and
others present significant oppor-
tunities in this context.

The question is, are Khalistani
extremists cognisant of the 
significant effects that globalisa-
tion exerts on economies, soci-
eties, cultures and the complex 
systems of trade, communica-
tion, immigration and 
transportation worldwide?

It is crucial for these Khalistan

groups to recognise that the
global economy is influenced by
a diverse array of factors, rather
than being controlled by a small
number of community factions.
It functions through the collab-
oration of multiple nations,
serving as a pivotal economic
hub.

Actually, the relationship
between India and Canada has
faced significant strain, partic-
ularly following events in
September 2023, when
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau accused Indian govern-
ment agents of being involved in
the assassination of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, a Canadian citizen
and Sikh separatist leader. This
scenario has led to a significant
diplomatic impasse, marked by
the removal of diplomats and a
suspension of trade discussions.
While both parties have
expressed a readiness to revital-
ize their relationship, deeply
rooted challenges, particularly
concerning the Khalistan move-
ment and perceived external
interference, continue to pose
substantial barriers.

The Indian Modi
Government has been blaming
the Canadian Trudeau govern-
ment for giving space to extrem-
ist and anti-India elements for
years. Because of that, the
dynamics between Canada and
India have notably deteriorated,
particularly concerning matters
of Khalistan advocacy and asso-
ciated security issues. Finally,
recent developments indicate
that Canadian security agencies
have officially recognised the
threats posed by specific factions
within the Khalistan movement,
representing a notable change in
Canada’s stance on these 
activities. Following a 15-year
period during which former
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
denied the issue, the Canadian

Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS) has now officially docu-
mented concerns regarding
Khalistan activities in its reports.
The 2024 annual report from
CSIS highlights that individuals
with Khalistani extremist views
are actively functioning in
Canada, engaging in fundrais-
ing, disseminating propaganda
and strategising violent actions, 
primarily aimed at India.

The report marks the initial
occasion on which Canada’s
intelligence agency has formal-
ly recognised these activities as
a matter of security concern.
That is an issue that the former
prime minister did not recog-
nize. He views it as an expression
of free speech.

The acknowledgment from
CSIS presents a major obstacle
to Khalistani groups functioning
within Canada. The formal 
documentation of activities by
the intelligence agency as a
national security threat carries
serious consequences for various
reasons:

Firstly, there appears to be a
significant change in the
approach taken by Canadian
authorities regarding the evalu-
ation of these Khalistani activi-
ties. This could result in height-
ened monitoring, inquiries, and
possible legal measures against
organisations considered a
threat. Furthermore, the official
documentation establishes a
structured approach for
improved collaboration between
security agencies in Canada and
India. This could limit the oper-
ational flexibility that certain
groups have historically experi-
enced within Canada.

Also, the official recognition
by CSIS carries substantial con-
sequences for the diplomatic ties
between Canada and India. The
documentation offers authorita-
tive confirmation of longstand-

ing Indian security concerns that
have been highlighted over the
years. This advancement may
significantly shape upcoming
diplomatic interactions and col-
laborative agreements between
the two countries.

Nonetheless, the circum-
stances are intricate, as certain
Canadians have also recognised
threats posed to Canadian res-
idents by individuals from India.

Ultimately, the CSIS assess-
ment signifies a transition from
Canada’s earlier, more lenient
position to a heightened empha-
sis on security measures.
Nonetheless, the effects are
expected to differ based on
whether their actions are classi-
fied as protected political expres-
sion or if they venture into
activities considered threatening
by security agencies.

As we progress, this develop-
ment could shape the opera-
tional dynamics of the Khalistan
movement in Canada, likely
necessitating a more defined
separation between non-vio-
lent political engagement and
actions deemed extremist or
threatening by security agencies.

With time and a new leader,
“Of course, domestic politics will
continue to shape Mark Carney’s
policies, but I think when there
is a change of Government or
leadership, there is always an
opportunity for a fresh start.”

“That is also likely to happen
between India and Canada and
both countries will likely move
to normalise the relationship.”
Despite Trudeau’s constant dam-
age to bilateral relations, I think
there is an opportunity now to
reset the relationship and rebal-
ance it.

(The author is a freelance
writer and journalist who lives in
Brampton, Canada. He is the
author of the book The Challenge
and The Opportunity)

With a new leader, India and Canada can repair their relationship
despite Trudeau’s damaged relations and Khalistan issues!

ASSOCIATED PRESS n
Washington

President Donald Trump
asserted on his Truth
Social platform that
Iran’s nuclear sites sus-

tained “monumental damage”
in the American attack, though
a US assessment on the strikes
is still underway.

“The biggest damage took
place far below ground level.
Bullseye!!!” he wrote.

US defence officials have
said they are working to deter-
mine about just how much
damage the strikes did.

Iran as well has not said how
much damage was done in the
attack, though Tehran has not
offered any details so far on the
strikes it has faced from Israel
in its war with that country.

Iran likely filled in tunnels at
nuclear sites ahead of US
strikes An analysis of satellite
photos by a nuclear nonprolif-
eration group based in
Washington shows Iran likely
filled in tunnels at its nuclear
site at Isfahan ahead of US
strikes early Sunday.

The Washington-based
Institute for Science and
International Security pub-
lished satellite images taken by

Airbus it assessed showed
trucks dumping soil into tun-
nels at the site on Friday.

The US attack likely target-
ed the tunnel entries, the group
said. “At least three of the four

tunnel entrances are collapsed,”
it said. “The status of the fourth
one is unclear.”

Iran also is believed to have
filled in tunnels at its under-
ground Fordo enrichment

facility before the American
strike. That may have been to
protect the sites from the
strikes. Meanwhile, the US
cruise missile strike at the
Isfahan site likely destroyed its

uranium conversion facility,
the Institute for Science and
International Security said.

That facility takes natural
uranium and turns it into ura-
nium hexafluoride, which is
what Iran spins in centrifuges
to enrich. Australia endorses
US strikes, FM says

Australia’s Foreign Minister
Penny Wong said her govern-
ment endorsed the US strikes.

“We support action to pre-
vent Iran getting a nuclear
weapon and that is what this is,”
she said.

Her remarks to Channel
Nine news Monday were
firmer than an official state-
ment supplied Sunday by her
government immediately after
the strikes that stopped short of
backing President Trump’s
measures.

“Ultimately we want to see
de-escalation and diplomacy,”
Wong said Monday.

She would not say whether
Australian satellite communi-
cations or signals intelligence
were employed by the United
States. Both countries are
members of the Five Eyes intel-
ligence sharing partnership.

But Wong said the US had
been clear that “this was a uni-
lateral strike.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n The
Hague (Netherlands)

NATO leaders are
expected to agree this
week that member

countries should spend five
per cent of their gross domes-
tic product on defence, except
the new and much vaunted
investment pledge will not
apply to all of them.

Spain has reached a deal
with NATO to be excluded
from the 5 per cent of GDP
spending target, while
President Donald Trump said
the figure shouldn’t apply to
the United States, only its
allies.

In announcing Spain’s deci-
sion Sunday, Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said the spend-
ing pledge language in
NATO’s final summit com-
munique — a one-page text of
perhaps half a dozen para-
graphs — would no longer
refer to “all allies.”

It raises questions about
what demands could be insist-
ed on from other members of
the alliance like Belgium,
Canada, France and Italy that
also would struggle to hike
security spending by billions
of dollars. On Friday, Trump
insisted the US Has carried its
allies for years and now they
must step up. “I don’t think we
should, but I think they
should,” he said. “NATO is
going to have to deal with
Spain.”

Trump also branded
Canada “a low payer.” NATO’s
new spending goals. The 5 per
cent goal is made up of two
parts. 

The allies would agree to
hike pure defence spending to
3.5 per cent of GDP, up from
the current target of at least 2
per cent, which 22 of the 32
countries have achieved.
Money spent to arm Ukraine
also would count. A further
1.5 per cent would include

upgrading roads, bridges,
ports and airfields so armies
can better deploy, establishing
measures to counter cyber
and hybrid attacks and
preparing societies for future
conflict.

The second spending bas-
ket is easy for most nations,
including Spain. Much can be
included. But the 3.5 per cent
on core spending is a massive
challenge.

Last year, Spain spent 1.28
per cent of GDP on its mili-
tary budget, according to
NATO estimates, making it
the alliance’s lowest spender.
Sanchez said Spain would be
able to respect its commit-
ments to NATO by spending
2.1 per cent of GDP on
defence needs. 

Spain also is among
Europe’s smallest suppliers of
arms and ammunition to
Ukraine, according to the
Kiel Institute, which tracks
such support. 

Trump claims monumental damage
inflicted on Iranian nuclear sites

NATO eyes five per cent GDP
defence goal, with exceptions

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Vilnius
(Lithuania)

Siarhei Tsikhanouski is
almost unrecognisable.
Belarus’ key opposition

figure, imprisoned in 2020
and unexpectedly released on
Saturday, once weighed 135
kilograms at nearly 6’4” tall,
but now is at just 79 kilos.

On Saturday, Tsikhnaouski
was freed alongside 13 other
prisoners and brought to
Vilnius, the capital of 
neighbouring Lithuania,
where he was reunited with
his wife, exiled Belarusian
opposition leader Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, and their
children. Speaking to The
Associated Press the day after,
Tsikhanouski tries to smile
and joke, but struggles to
hold back heavy sighs recall-
ing what he endured behind
bars. 

“This is definitely torture,”
Tsikhanouski told The
Associated Press in the first
sit-down interview since his
release. Prison officials “kept
telling me: You will be here
not just for the 20 years we’ve
already given you.’ We will
convict you again,’” he said. 

“They told me that ‘You
would never get out.’ And they

kept repeating: You will die
here.’” One of Belarus’s most
prominent opposition figures,
Tsikhanouski said he “almost
forgot how to speak” during
his years in solitary confine-
ment. He was held in com-
plete isolation, denied medical
care, and given barely enough
food. “If you had seen me
when they threw only two

spoons of porridge onto my
plate, two small spoons …” he
said, adding that he couldn’t
buy anything anything in the
prison kiosk. “They would
sometimes give me a little tube
of toothpaste, a little piece of
soap as charity. Sometimes
they would, sometimes they
wouldn’t.”

A prominent voice of 
dissent Now 46, Tsikhanouski,
a popular blogger and activist,
was freed just hours after
Belarusian authorities
announced that authoritarian
President Alexander
Lukashenko met with US
President Donald Trump’s

envoy for Ukraine in the
Belarusian capital, Minsk.
Keith Kellogg became the
highest-ranking US official
in years to visit Belarus,
Moscow’s close and depen-
dent ally. 

Tsikhanouski, known for
his anti-Lukashenko slogan
“stop the cockroach,” was
arrested after announcing
plans to challenge the strong-
man in the 2020 election and
shortly before the campaign
began. He was sentenced to 19
years and six months on
charges widely seen as polit-
ically motivated. His wife ran
in his stead, rallying crowds
across the country. 

Official results handed
Lukashenko his sixth term in
office but were denounced by
the opposition and the West
as a sham. 

Lukashenko has since tight-
ened his grip, securing a sev-
enth term in disputed January
2025 elections. Since mid-
2024, his government has
pardoned nearly 300 prison-
ers - including US citizens - in
what analysts see as an
attempt to mend ties with the
West.

Tsikhanouski credited US
President Donald Trump with
aiding his release.

Belarusian dissident vows to fight
on, after five years in prison

Tsikhnaouski was freed
alongside 13 other
prisoners and brought
to Vilnius, the capital of
neighbouring Lithuania

Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney greeting Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the G7 Summit in Kananaskis, Alberta, Canada PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Dublin (Ireland)

Union Minister
Hardeep Puri on
Monday called on
the international

community to close down
funding channels to terrorists
and to unitedly combat the
global menace as he paid trib-
utes to the victims of the Air
India Flight 182 Kanishka
bombing on its 40th 
anniversary.

Puri also urged for deeper
collaboration between India
and Canada through intelli-
gence sharing, counter-radical-
isation efforts, and the disrup-
tion of terror financing as he
described the Kanishka explo-
sion as "one of the worst and
most dastardly acts of aviation
terror."

The Montreal-London-New
Delhi Air India 'Kanishka'

Flight 182 exploded 45 minutes
before it was supposed to land
at UK's Heathrow Airport on
June 23, 1985 due to a bomb

planted by Canada-based ter-
rorists, killing all 329 people on
board, including over 80 chil-
dren, most of them Canadians

of Indian descent. The Union
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas was joined by
Irish Prime Minister Taoiseach

Micheal Martin and Canada's
Minister of Public Safety Gary
Anandasangaree to pay tributes
to the Kanishka victims at the
Ahakista Memorial in County
Cork, about 260 kilometres
southwest from here.

Speaking at the commemo-
ration of the 40th anniversary,
Puri thanked the "wonderful
community of Ahakista and the
people of Ireland," who he
said, rose to the occasion when
the accident happened 40 years
ago. 

"Irrespective of the differ-
ences in ideologies and politi-
cal differences, we need to be
vigilant about terrorism and
united in combating the men-
ace," he said on X. Asserting
that time has come to close off
the funding channels of 
terrorists and separatists mind-
sets, so that there is no scope
for extremism, Puri said in
another post on X.

Shut down terror finance, Union Minister Puri 
tells world on Kanishka bombing anniversary 

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas of India Hardeep Singh Puri laying a wreath during a commemoration at the
Ahakista Memorial to mark the 40th anniversary of the Air India disaster in West Cork, Ireland PTI 
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OSLO, NORWAY

At a distinguished cere-
mony held in Mandela
Hall within the Nobel

Peace Center of Oslo Norway,
Mr Pramit Maakoday,
President of the Global Citizen
Forum, Co-Founder of the
Boston Center of Excellence
for Health and Human
Development, founding mem-
ber of Friends of Madhya
Pradesh and Billion Hopes
Foundation and Accelerator,
was conferred the Award for
Excellence in Global Equity,
Social Innovation, and
Wellness by the Women
International Network (WIN)
President Kristin Engvigg and
associated organisations.

The event was held on the
occasion of the International
Day of Yoga, a global move-
ment brought to life by the
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister of India Narendra
Modi, who was respectfully
acknowledged for elevating
Yoga, holistic health and inte-
grated wellness to the global
stage. Today, International
Yoga Day is celebrated in over
150 countries as a symbol of 
preventive health and global
harmony.

The Women International
Network (WIN), headquar-
tered in Switzerland and active
in Norway, India, the United
States, and many other coun-
tries, honored Mr Maakoday
for his decades-long commit-
ment to advancing inclusive
and impactful systems in
healthcare, education, women
empowerment and clean ener-
gy. His work emphasises social
innovation rooted in global
best practices for global good,
benefiting communities across
both the developed and devel-
oping world.

Mr Maakoday expressed
his views before a distin-
guished audience present at the
Nobel Peace Center Mandela

Hall, stating: "We need to
strive to create meaningful
synergies between ancient wis-
dom and current innovation to
build truly integrated ecosys-
tems for mental, spiritual, and
physical (MSP) health and
well-being. When people,
process and purpose come
together, transformation
becomes possible for all,
beyond barriers of gender,
religion or nationality."

He emphasised the impor-
tance of inclusive develop-
ment and the need to place
women's leadership and
empowerment at the center of
all future global progress. Mr
Maakoday's vision echoes the
contributions of global lead-
ers such as Padma Shri Dr HR
Nagendra, a pioneer in yoga-
based health science, Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar, Sadguru and
Shri Ramdev who have been
the international voice for
peace and wellness; Rajrishi
Dr BK Modi, who unites
Vedic wisdom with futuristic
thinking and champions the
vision of a Happy, Healthy,
Wealthy Life Beyond 100;
and Padma Shri Dr Sudhir
Parikh, who has consistently
advanced Indo-US coopera-
tion in education , healthcare
and public affairs.

The event also included
high-level discussions with
members of the Nobel Peace

Pramit Maakoday receives global equity, social innovation
and wellness award at Noble Peace Center Norway

Center's extended fraternity,
focused on launching collabo-
rative projects to improve
human development outcomes
particularly in Africa and the
Global South and to expand
scalable models that promote
equity, wellness, and sustain-

ability across G20 nations. Mr
Maakoday concluded:

"This light of the midnight
sun I experienced in Norway is
a symbol of global hope. Let it
inspire a new wave of collective
compassion, innovation and
service for all humanity."
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

The Ministry of
Statisftics and
Programme Implem-
entation(MoSPI) on

Monday announced the setting
up of a technical expert group
under chairmanship of Surjit S
Bhalla to advise on an income
distribution survey tentatively
scheduled in 2026.

The technical expert group
(TEG) will guide the National
Statistics Office towards con-
ducting an all-India income
distribution survey, tentatively
scheduled for 2026, a ministry
statement said.

The MoSPI has constituted
a TEG under chairmanship of
Surjit S Bhalla, former
Executive Director of India,
International Monetary Fund.

The expert group will pro-
vide guidance with regard to
finalisation of concepts and
definitions, preparation of the
survey method and instru-
ments, sampling design and

method of estimation and
incorporate best practices as
adopted across the world.

The survey will also strive to
assess the impact of technolo-
gy adoption on household
income (wages).

The TEG will also provide
guidance for finalisation of the
survey results and report for
release. In addition the chair-
man and several official from
MoSPI and other ministries/
departments, other members of
the TEG are Aloke Kar, Former

Professor, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata, Sonalde
Desai, National Council of
Applied Economic Research,
New Delhi, Praveen Jha, Centre
for Economic Studies and
Planning, JNU, Srijit Mishra,
School of Economics,
University of Hyderabad,
Tirthankar Patnaik, Chief
Economist, National Stock
Exchange of India, Rajesh
Shukla, Managing Director and
CEO, People Research on
India’s Consumer Economy,

and Ram Singh, Director, Delhi
School of Economics.

The TEG may seek assis-
tance of subject matter experts
within and outside the
Government and may co-opt
them as members according to
necessity with the approval
from the competent authority.

The TEG may invite subject
experts in the meeting as spe-
cial invitee, if necessary, in
order to meet specific require-
ments. The National Sample
Survey (NSS) is international-
ly recognised for the pioneer-
ing scale and scope of its
household surveys, conducted
annually and quarterly on a
wide range of subjects since its
inception.

The first survey was
launched in 1950 and since
then NSS has played a crucial
role in providing data-driven
insights for policymaking.
However, despite its extensive
experience, NSS has not yet
undertaken a comprehensive
full-fledged survey on income
distribution. 

VAISHNAVI MISHRA n
New Delhi

In a step towards powering
India’s remote and under-
served areas, Tata Power

Delhi Distribution Limited
(Tata Power-DDL), in partner-
ship with Japan-based Nissin
Electric Co. Ltd., has commis-
sioned the country’s first Micro
Substation equipped with a
Power Voltage Transformer
(PVT). This innovative power
solution has been installed in
Sector 22 of Rohini, North
Delhi, and is currently supply-
ing electricity to around 20 to
30 families as part of a trial.

The Micro Substation is
equipped with a specially
designed Power Voltage
Transformer that has the
unique ability to directly con-
vert extra high voltage (EHV)
electricity from overhead trans-
mission lines to low voltage
electricity suitable for home
use. This allows areas that lack
grid infrastructure to still ben-
efit from transmission lines
passing nearby, eliminating the
need to build costly and space-
consuming substations.

An official associated with
the project highlighted the
cost-efficiency of the innova-
tion: “To build a traditional

power network in remote or
challenging areas typically costs
around `50 to 60 crore and
requires a lot of land. But with
this PVT-based Micro
Substation, the same can be
done in less than `2 crore and
with minimal space.”  

“Additionally, the project can
cater the power requirements
of 50-60 families with one
micro power substation, which
is best suited for areas with 
lesser density.” he added. 

The project aims to tackle
one of India’s long-standing
issues — supplying reliable
and affordable electricity to
places where power grids are

either underdeveloped or com-
pletely absent, but where high-
voltage transmission lines are
already available. With a 
growing need for decentralised
and efficient power systems,
especially in remote terrains
and space-constrained urban 
settlements, this Micro
Substation represents a practi-
cal and futuristic solution

This pioneering project is
part of the “International
Demonstration Project on
Japan’s Energy Efficiency
Technologies,” led by the New
Energy and Industrial
Technology Development
Organisation (NEDO), a

Japanese Government-backed
body. The journey started in
January 2024, when NEDO
signed a Letter of Intent with
India’s Power Finance
Corporation (PFC), followed
by a formal agreement between
Tata Power-DDL and Nissin
Electric in August 2024.

One of the features of this
Micro Substation technology is
that it removes the dependen-
cy on diesel generators in rural
mini-grids. Diesel generators
are not only costly to operate
but also contribute significant-
ly to air pollution and carbon
emissions. In contrast, the PVT
system promises lower opera-

tional costs, minimal mainte-
nance and a major reduction in
carbon footprint, aligning with
India’s “24x7 Power for All”
mission, said the officials.

In urban contexts too, the
micro substation offers bene-
fits. As cities grow and space
becomes a premium, building
new power infrastructure is
increasingly difficult. This
compact substation model pro-
vides a reliable alternative,
especially in areas where the
grid is under stress during
peak demand, such as during
the scorching summer months.

Tata Power-DDL, which cur-
rently serves nearly 9 million
consumers in North Delhi, has
taken full control of the pilot
project. The company, along
with Nissin Electric, will mon-
itor performance metrics such
as power quality, reliability,
and operational efficiency over
the coming months. If success-
ful, the model is expected to be
replicated in other parts of
India. As per the officials, the
partners have already initiated
discussions with Odisha’s
power distribution companies
to identify future sites where
this model can be deployed.
Site visits and action plans are
being prepared to scale the
solution to other regions.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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With the escalation of
Iran-Israel conflict,
rice exporters in

Haryana — which accounts
for 30 per cent of the country’s
basmati rice shipments to Iran
— are struggling with major
disruptions in ship move-
ments and payment delays.
While Karnal is the main hub
of basmati exports, Kaithal and
Sonipat too contribute to the
foreign demand.

“The ongoing Iran-Israel
conflict has impacted the
trade,” said Sushil Jain, Rice
Exporters Association’s State
unit president. “Nearly 10
lakh metric tonnes of Basmati
rice is exported from the
country to Iran, of which
Haryana’s share is about 30-35
per cent,” he said, adding that
shipments of about one lakh
metric tonnes of basmati rice
for Iran are stuck at ports.
Besides, the payments
amounting to `1,500 crore to
`2,000 crore for nearly two
lakh MT of the rice exported
to Iran by Indian exporters has
also got stuck due to the con-
flict, Jain said. 

The escalation in the con-
flict is going to impact the
Indian market which is
already witnessing some fall in
the prices, he said. “Another
issue which the exporters are
facing is the lack of insurance
cover for the vessels during
war which increases the risk
for us,” he added. 

Iran is India’s second-largest
basmati rice market after
Saudi Arabia. India exported
around one million tonnes of
the aromatic grain to Iran dur-
ing the 2024-25 fiscal year.

India exported approxi-
mately six million tonnes of
basmati rice during 2024-25,
with demand primarily driven
by the Middle East and West
Asian markets. Other major
buyers include Iraq, the
United Arab Emirates and

the United States. 
The Israel-Iran conflict has

escalated significantly in
recent weeks, with both sides
exchanging heavy strikes and
the US becoming directly
involved in the hostilities.

The shipping disruption
adds to challenges facing
Indian rice exporters, who
have previously dealt with
payment delays and curr-
ency issues in the Iranian
market due to international
sanctions.

On Sunday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi conveyed to
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian India’s “deep con-
cern” over Iran’s conflict with
Israel and called for immedi-
ate de-escalation of the situa-
tion through “dialogue and
diplomacy”. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Apex industry body
Electric Power
T r a n s m i s s i o n

Association (EPTA) on
Monday urged the
Government to safeguard the
viability of around 30 GW
clean energy projects facing
risks from delays beyond the
control of developers by
extending the Inter-State
Transmission System (ISTS)
charges waiver till March 2026. 

Investments of about rupees
two lakh crore will be impact-
ed if a relief is not given to the
players in the form of exten-
sion in the waiver, GP
Upadhyaya, the Director
General of EPTA said while
speaking to the media in the
national capital.

The Government had
announced a waiver for solar
and wind projects to be set up
and commissioned by June 30,
2025. Upadhyaya said “around

30 GW green capacity are
under advance stages of devel-
opment across various States.
These projects are unlikely to
be set up before June this year
on account of multiple 
reasons”. The capacity has
been delayed due to reasons
beyond power companies’
control and they may move to
CERC (Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission) for

solutions that may further
delay in commissioning of
these projects spread over
States of Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra among others.

In some places there is
issue of land availability, local
issues, Great Indian bustard (a
bustard is especially found in
Rajasthan and Gujarat), he

said in reply to a question on
reasons for delay in projects.

On a solution, the DG said,
“We are not seeking a blanket
extension. We are only
proposing that the projects
which have achieved key
development milestones, such
as securing financial closure,
acquiring at least 50 per cent
of required land, and placing
key equipment orders, should
be granted a 6-9 month win-
dow to avail the ISTS waiver
benefits.”

As another alternative,
Upadhyaya suggested recom-
mended a more gradual
phase-out of the waiver, start-
ing with a 10 per cent with-
drawal every year instead of
the proposed 25 per cent.

Such a calibrated approach
would significantly ease the
impact of the waiver’s with-
drawal on the cost of green
power, thereby allowing RE
power to stay competitive and
attract more investments in
this key sector.
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Country’s largest lender
SBI on Monday
announced that it will

train all its 2.36 lakh employ-
ees to help deepen their 
financial understandings.

Additionally, as part of the
overall wellbeing, the bank
will also have virtual yoga ses-
sions twice a week throughout
the year, an official statement
said.

The State-run bank has tied
up with FPSB India to integrate
‘Certified Financial Planner’

certification into its employee
learning and development
framework, according to
another statement.

A memorandum of under-

standing has been signed
between the two entities, and
the initiative aims to “upskill
2.36 lakh employees and deep-
en quality of financial under-

standing” and also enhance
customer support skills while
dealing with segments like
non-resident Indians, high 
net-worth and ultra high 
net-worth individuals, it said.

“This strategic initiative aims
to enhance the depth, quality,
and consistency of financial
planning provided across SBI’s
extensive branch and digital
network,” the bank sai.

The training will cover
investment planning, retire-
ment readiness, insurance
advisory and estate planning,
it said. This partnership reflects
SBI’s commitment to elevating

planning excellence by embed-
ding globally recognised stan-
dards into its learning ecosys-
tem, its country head for
wealth management Sandeep
Sharma said, adding the tie-up
will help make the workforce
future-ready.

FPSB India’s chief executive
Krishan Mishra called it a
landmark moment for India’s
financial ecosystem.

The yoga initiative is part of
the bank’s attempts to build a
mindful, holistic work envi-
ronment, the statement said.

As part of the International
Yoga Day on Sunday, 400 SBI

employees and senior leader-
ship participated in yoga 
sessions, it said.

“Today’s yoga session was a
powerful affirmation of our
belief in the transformative
potential of yoga for individ-
ual health,” the bank’s 
chairman C S Setty said.

The virtual yoga sessions for
the 2.37 lakh employees should
be seen as a testament to the
bank’s commitment to their
holistic health, he said, adding
that a thriving workforce is the
bedrock of progress and its
contribution to a sustainable
future.
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The retail credit market
continued to see a soft-
ening in the last quar-

ter of 2024-25, as new loan
originations (partly a measure
of credit demand and supply)
grew at a slower rate of 5 per
cent in March 2025 against 12
per cent a year ago, according
to a report. The slowdown
was despite the RBI slashing
its benchmark lending rate by
25 basis points to 6.25 per cent
in February.

This and other factors
pushed the Credit Market
Indicator (CMI) to a two-year
low of 97, according to
TransUnion CIBIL’s June 2025
Credit Market Report. 

A higher CMI reading indi-
cates improving credit market
health, while a lower reading
indicates a decline.

“The muted demand was
more pronounced among
consumers 35 years old or
younger. Consequently, the
share of New-to-Credit

(NTC) consumers that
lenders supplied decreased
by three percentage points
during the same period, given
that a large share of younger
consumers constitute the
NTC segment,” it said.

However, it said, signs of
improving credit performance
emerged, particularly through
consistent month-over-month
declines in credit card delin-
quencies from January to
March 2025. The slowing of
credit demand from younger
consumers was evident from
the fall in the share of
enquiries from those aged 35
years or younger to 56 per
cent for the quarter ending
March 2025, down from 58
per cent in the quarter ending
March 2024.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Stock market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
tumbled on Monday, as

intensifying tensions in the
West East after the US bombed
three major nuclear sites in
Iran unnerved investors.

Besides, selling pressure in
IT, tech and auto stocks amid
elevated global crude prices
dented market sentiments,
traders said.

After losing over 900 points
in day trade, the 30-share
index recovered some lost
ground to close with a loss of
511.38 points or 0.62 per cent
at 81,896.79. During the day,
it tumbled 931.41 points or
1.13 per cent to 81,476.76.

As many as 2,204 stocks
declined, while 1,854 advanced
and 182 remained unchanged
on the BSE. The 50-share NSE
Nifty dropped 140.50 points or
0.56 per cent to 24,971.90.

“The entry of the US into
the Israel-Iran conflict height-
ened tension as panic selling
by investors triggered major
correction in early trade. Also,
if oil prices shoot up rapidly
due to the ongoing war, high-
er import bills would lead to a
fast decline in the local curren-
cy against the dollar and weigh
on inflation. “However, FIIs
turning out buyers of local

shares worth over `10,000
crore in the past 4 sessions
shows that India’s strong fun-
damentals continue to attract
foreigners despite global
uncertainty,” Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said. The US
bombed three major nuclear
sites — Fordow, Natanz and
Isfahan — in Iran, directly
engaging itself in the Israel-
Iran conflict.

From the Sensex pack, HCL
Tech, Infosys, Larsen &
Toubro, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Hindustan
Unilever, ITC, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Maruti were the biggest lag-
gards. In contrast, Trent,
Bharat Electronics, Bajaj
Finance and Kotak Mahindra
Bank were among the gainers.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.57 per cent, and the
midcap index rose 0.20 per
cent. Among BSE sectoral
indices, BSE Focused IT lost
1.48 per cent, IT tanked 1.46
per cent, teck (1.10 per cent),
auto (0.88 per cent), FMCG
(0.62 per cent), telecommuni-
cation (0.50 per cent) and
bankex (0.38 per cent). 

Capital Goods jumped 0.94
per cent, services (0.73 per
cent), metal (0.71 per cent),
commodities (0.46 per cent)
and consumer durables (0.38
per cent).

India’s first micro substation with PVT installed

SBI to deepen employees’ financial understanding, to have yoga sessions

Retails credit grows
at slower pace in Q4

Markets slumps,
on west Asia crisis

PIONEER PHOTO

The slowdown was
despite the RBI
slashing benchmark
lending rate by 25
basis points 

Adani pilots off-grid green hydrogen plant

Rice exporters stare at major
disruptions as west Asia heats up

EPTA urges government to extend
ISTS charges waiver till March 2026

Government sets up expert
panel for income survey
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Adani Group has com-
missioned India’s first
off-grid five megawatt

green hydrogen pilot plant in
Kutch, Gujarat, the conglom-
erate said in a statement 
on Monday.

An off-grid green hydrogen
plant is a facility that produces
hydrogen using electrolysis
powered by renewable energy
sources, such as solar or wind,
and is not connected to the
main electrical grid. This
means the plant relies entirely
on its own renewable energy
generation for the hydrogen
production process.

The five MW plant has been
built by Adani New Industries
Limited (ANIL) — the clean
energy unit under the group’s
flagship firm Adani Enterprises
Ltd. Calling it a key milestone
towards enabling India’s
National Green Hydrogen
Mission, the group said the
successful commissioning
demonstrates technical feasibil-
ity and sets a benchmark for
off-grid, renewable-powered
industrial applications of green
hydrogen and its derivatives in

emissions-intensive sectors.
“The state-of-the-art plant is

100 per cent green-powered by
solar energy and integrated
with a Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS), enabling it to
operate completely off-grid.
This represents a new para-
digm in decentralised, renew-
able-powered hydrogen pro-
duction,” the statement said.

Hydrogen is the lightest and
most abundant element in the
universe. It is also the cleanest
form of energy, producing just
water vapour when burnt.

Hydrogen is colour-coded
based on how it’s produced and
the associated environmental
impact. When produced from
fossil fuels, it is grey. 

Green hydrogen is produced
when electricity produced
from renewable sources such 
as solar or wind power is used
to split water into hydrogen
and oxygen.

ANIL is developing large-
scale production facilities for
green hydrogen and its deriv-
atives through an integrated
end-to-end ecosystem. 

This includes producing
green hydrogen and its deriv-
ative products, such as green
ammonia, green methanol,
sustainable aviation fuel and
manufacturing solar cells,
ingots and wafers, solar mod-
ules, wind turbine generators,
and electrolysers at Mundra,
Gujarat, to meet the demand

across diverse sectors in both
domestic and international
markets.

The ANIL pilot plant is
India’s first off-grid five MW
green hydrogen facility featur-
ing a fully automated, closed-
loop electrolyser system
designed to respond dynami-
cally to real-time renewable
energy inputs. This provides
valuable operational flexibility,
particularly in addressing the
variability of solar power, while
ensuring efficiency, safety and
performance.

“This breakthrough rein-
forces the Adani Group’s com-
mitment to innovation, sus-
tainability and leadership in the
emerging green hydrogen
economy. It supports India’s
ambition to become a global
hub for green hydrogen 
production and sets a bench-
mark for renewable-powered
industrial applications across
hard-to-abate sectors,” the
statement said.

The pilot also serves as a
proof of concept ahead of
ANIL’s upcoming Green
Hydrogen Hub in Mundra,
Gujarat — a key project that
will contribute significantly to
India’s low-carbon future.



SPORTS 11
CHANDIGARH | TUESDAY | JUNE 24, 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

Embattled India batter
Prithvi Shaw on
Monday ended his ties
with home team

Mumbai after being granted a
No Objection Certificate by
the MCA to sign up with a
new domestic side for his
“growth and development as a
cricketer”.

Shaw has been out of reck-
oning from the red ball set-up
for some time but has played
white ball cricket. However, his
off-field disciplinary issues
have grabbed more air time
than his on-field performances. 

The Mumbai Cricket
Association confirmed receiv-
ing Shaw’s request and has
given its approval to it. 

“The Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) would like
to inform that cricketer Prithvi
Shaw had formally requested a
No Objection Certificate
(NOC) to represent another
state as a professional player in
the upcoming domestic season.
After due consideration, the
MCA has granted the NOC,”
the MC stated. MCA Secretary
Abhay Hadap said the body
appreciates Shaw’s contribu-
tions over the years.

“Prithvi Shaw has been an

exceptional talent and has con-
tributed significantly to
Mumbai cricket. We respect his
decision and wish him the
very best in his future endeav-
ours,” he stated.

In the letter that Shaw sent
to the MCA, the 25-year-old
said he was grateful for the time
he spent in the Mumbai team,
for which he made his debut in
2017, but desires to move on
now. “I would like to take this
opportunity to sincerely thank
the Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) for the
valuable opportunities and

unwavering support extended
to me during my time repre-
senting the association.

“It has truly been an honour
and a privilege to be part of the
MCA setup, and I am deeply
grateful for the exposure and
experience I have gained here,”
he wrote in the letter. He then
went on to state his reasons for
the wanting to leave the team.

“At this juncture in my career,
I have been presented with a
promising opportunity to play
professional cricket under
another State Association,
which I believe will further con-

tribute to my growth and devel-
opment as a cricketer. “In light
of this, I kindly request you to
issue me a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) that will
enable me to officially represent
the new State Association in the
upcoming domestic season,”
he said. However, the identity
of the team that he intends to
join next is not yet known.

Shaw said his decision has
been made after “careful con-
sideration, and with utmost
respect for the MCA.”

“I remain ever grateful to the
association for the guidance

and platform provided over the
years.” Shaw, who has played
five Tests and six ODIs for
India, was dropped from the
Mumbai Ranji side last year on
grounds of poor fitness and
lack of discipline. 

Having missed the rest of the
Ranji Trophy season, Shaw last
played for Mumbai in the final
of the premier domestic tour-
nament Syed Mushtaq Ali T20
Trophy against Madhya
Pradesh, which his side won by
five wickets. 

Shaw’s fitness levels and dis-
cipline were not only severely
criticised by administrators
over the course of last season,
but Shreyas Iyer, who led
Mumbai to the title win in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, also
seemed trifle unhappy. 

“He needs to get his work
ethics right, and if he does that,
the sky is the limit for him,” Iyer
told reporters in Bengaluru. 

“We can’t babysit anyone,
right? Every professional who
is playing at this level, they need
to know what they should 
be doing.

“And he has also done it in
the past; it’s not that he hasn’t.
He has to focus, he has to sit
back, (and) put a thinking cap
on, and then figure out himself.
He will get the answer by him-
self,” he added.

Prithvi Shaw leaves Mumbai for
cricketing growth, development
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He is the owner of 38 fan-
tastic centuries in inter-
national cricket, but

that number is not pleasing to
former India skipper Sourav
Ganguly, who regrets missing
many hundreds during his
cricketing journey.

The elegant left-hander of his
times, Ganguly scored 18,575
runs in Test and ODIs but
regrets missing many centuries
in his career in which he com-
peted in 311 ODIs and 113
Tests. Ganguly’s remorse came
to fore when he was asked what
advise he would give to his old
self. “I missed a lot of hundreds,
I should have scored more. Too
many 90s and 80s,” Ganguly
said in an interaction. 

A look at his statistics
showed that Ganguly got out in
the 80s and 90s a number of
times. Exact 30 times.

If he could convert those

innings into centuries he would
have easily scored 50-plus cen-
turies in his already glorious
career. He loves watching his
old innings, his stroke-play
whenever he is alone and it fur-
ther reminds him how close he
was to getting more hundreds.

“I see my (batting) videos
when I am alone. When my
wife is away because Sana lives
in London, I go to Youtube, and
watch old matches and say
‘arre phir 70 pe out ho gaya’
(Gosh, I got out in 70s in this
also), should have scored a
hundred. But you can’t change
it. “ In ODIs, Ganguly had 72
half centuries and in Test the
number stands at 35.

Dropping Kumble a few
times is also a regret
As a skipper, sometimes a
tough call becomes imperative.
You have to drop a player to
accommodate someone who
you think is more suited for
conditions or requirement.

Ganguly regretted dropping
Anil Kumble, one of the great-
est leg spinners in the world, a
number of times during his
captaincy. 

“Anil Kumble, a few times,
because he was so good,” he
said. Asked if the ICC should
look at the proliferation of the
T20 Leagues across the world
to curb the players’ temptation
to ply their trade in high-pay-
ing T20 tournaments,
Ganguly said probably it is dif-
ficult to change. Nicholas
Pooran and Heinrich Klassen
recently quit and Ganguly
was surprised.

“They do regulate but I don’t
know how you stop Test play-
ing nations from having their
own leagues.” For Ganguly,
Australia was his favourite rival
side and pacer Glenn McGrath
the most feared bowler. 

Ganguly revealed that by
the end of 2026 his biopic will
release and Rajkumar Rao will
be the protagonist.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n
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The first female and first
African president of the
IOC, Kirsty Coventry

was inaugurated in the role
Monday on the organisation’s
131st birthday with praise that
the Olympic movement was “in
the best of hands.”

Coventry, a two-time
Olympic gold medalist in
swimming for Zimbabwe,
finally and formally takes office
Tuesday aged just 41 after deci-
sively winning a seven-candi-
date election in March to suc-
ceed Thomas Bach.

Coventry cited her family
including her two young
daughters as “my rocks, my
inspiration” to lead the
International Olympic
Committee through the next
eight years including the 2028
Summer Games in Los
Angeles. “You are my constant
reminders of why we do what
we do every single day,”
Coventry said, addressing six-
year-old Ella seated near the
front of the ceremony

“You are a constant reminder

of why this movement is rele-
vant, why it needs to change,
why we need to embrace the
new ways,” the new president
said. “And you will be a con-
stant reminder for many years
to come on the decisions that
we all take together.”

Coventry said Olympic lead-

ers were “guardians of a plat-
form... To inspire, to change
lives, to bring hope.”

Bach’s voice had cracked
with emotion minutes earlier as
he handed over a symbolic key
to the presidency to his protégé
in Olympic politics.

The 71-year-old German

lawyer, an Olympic champion
in team fencing in 1976, leaves
after the maximum 12 years in
an office he said was now in the
“best of hands” with Coventry.

“I believe with all my heart
that the Olympic movement is
ready for the future,” said
Bach, adding he had “given all

I could” to the IOC and 
the games.

The ceremony took place in
a temporary building in the
gardens of Olympic House
designed in the style of the
Grand Palais in Paris that host-
ed fencing and taekwondo at
the Summer Games last year.

A steamy, humid day at the
IOC’s lakeside modern head-
quarters saw a sudden down-
pour of rain minutes before the
scheduled start. It forced Bach
and Coventry to shelter under
a shared umbrella as they
walked from the villa that was
the former Olympic home.

The hour-long ceremony
included a four-minute mon-
tage of tributes to Bach, who
now becomes the IOC’s hon-
orary president. He has
expressed a wish to counsel 
his successor.

Coventry’s first day at the
office features a closed-door ses-
sion to hear the views of around
100 IOC members. They
include current and former
heads of state, business leaders
and billionaires, past and cur-
rent Olympic athletes, plus lead-
ers of Olympic sports.
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India’s top shooters will be
seen in action again as the
national selection trials 3

and 4 for Group ‘A’ athletes
commences at the Trishul
Shooting Range here from
Tuesday. 

These trials will help in
selecting the Indian team for
the 16th Asian Shooting
Championships 2025 in
Kazakhstan in August and
ISSF World Cup in Ningbo,
China, in September.

The first day of the trials
will see the stage 1 qualifying
round of rapid fire pistol
men, which has been divided
into three relays. Three finals
of T3, 10m air rifle men, 25m
rapid fire pistol men and
50m 3 positions women are
scheduled on the second day
of competitions.

The shooters come into
this selection phase following
an encouraging run in the
double-legged South
American ISSF World Cup
tour, which marked the
beginning of the new interna-
tional calendar and also the
recently-concluded Munich
leg of the World Cup. 

Across all three legs in
Argentina, Peru and Munich
the Indian shooters reached
39 finals, including mixed-
team medal rounds, and
brought home a total of 19

medals, eight of them gold.
Suruchi Singh, who creat-

ed history by becoming the
first Indian to win gold in
three consecutive world cups,
Munich gold medallists Arya
Borse and Arjun Babuta,
Olympic medallists Manu
Bhaker, Sarabjot Singh and
Swapnil Kusale, current
World Cup medallists
Saurabh Chaudhary,

Rudrankksh Patil, Elavenil
Valarivan, Sift Kaur Samra,
Vijayveer Sidhu and Chain
Singh along with prominent
names like Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar, Sandeep Singh,
Varun Tomar and Kiran
Ankush Yadav will be part of
the trials. As per the selection
criteria, only eligible shooters
in Group ‘A’ will be allowed to
participate. 

The selection trial three and
four will cover all Olympic rifle
and pistol events and will be
limited to a select group of top-
ranked shooters. 

Shooters to compete in

national selection trials 

IOC president inaugurated to start 8-year leadership

I should have scored my
centuries: Sourav Ganguly
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Saptak Talwar struggled in
his final round at Golf
Bluegreen de Pleneuf Val

Andre in the Blot Play9 on
Hotel Planner Tour as he
shot a round of 9-over 79 to
drop down from tied 6 to tied
38 in the standings.

Talwar looked set for a
strong finish this week but the
front nine was a struggle. 

He started the final round
with a bogey and a double
bogey and then dropped
shots on the fifth, eighth
and ninth holes with one
more double bogey on the
seventh hole. 

On the back nine, Talwar
made one more bogey on the
13th hole to end the day at
nine over par and had a final
score of seven over par for the
week. He shot 69-69-70-79
through the week.

Despite a tricky layout and
swirling winds making the
course difficult to play joint
leaders at the end of the third
day, Max Kennedy and James

Morrison kept themselves in
the hunt for the title as both
players played an even par
round of 70 to go into a play-
off. In the playoff, two time
DP World Tour winner
Morrison held his nerve to
make par and win his first
title in 10 years. 

The catapulted himself into
the 19th spot in the Road to
Mallorca standings. 

The top 20 in the standings
at the end of the season will
earn a promotion. Both play-
ers had a total score of six
under par for the week.

In third position was Daniel
Young, who shot a sensation-
al round of 10-under 60 in
tricky conditions to tie the
course record. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Leeds

His critics expected
him to go from
‘boom’ to bust with-

in eight to ten months due
to his unconventional,
injury-prone bowling
action, but it is Jasprit
Bumrah’s self-belief that has
enabled the Indian pace
spearhead to complete near-
ly a decade in international
cricket.

Having taken his 14th
five-wicket haul in Tests on
Sunday, Bumrah spoke
about his secret recipe for
success. Asked if he feels bad
when people write his epi-
taph after every big injury,
Bumrah replied: “People
had said in all these years (I
will play only) eight months,
some said 10 months but
now I have played 10 years
of international cricket, 12-
13 years of IPL.

“Even now people say
(after every injury), he will
be finished, he is gone. Let
them say, I will do my own
work. Every four months
these things will crop up,
but as long as almighty
wants, I will play.

“I prepare my best, and
then will leave it on God as
to how much more blessings
he will bestow upon me.”

Bumrah, who took five
for 83 in England’s first
innings in the opening Test,
said that he is not here to
change people’s perceptions.

“What people write is
beyond my control and I
can’t advise people on what
to write about me. My name
in headline gets viewership
but I don’t get bothered by
that.” He said that wicket is
good for batting although it
might crack up a bit towards
the end of the match.

“At this moment pretty
good wicket to bat on. It is
a little bit two paced, no big
demons in wicket. Due to
weather, new ball will swing
but that is what you expect
in Test cricket. We would
like to get a big total and get
that cushion.” 

India were guilty of
spilling several catches, but
Bumrah chose not to dwell
on the lapses, preferring
instead to focus on what lies
ahead. Yeah, just for a sec-
ond. But you understand
that you can’t really sit
down and cry, isn’t it? You
have to move forward with
the game. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Leeds

India’s unflappable maverick
Rishabh Pant became only
the second wicketkeeper in

the game’s history to score
hundreds in both innings of a
Test, guiding the visitors to a
position of strength in the
series-opener against England
here on Monday.

Besides Pant’s (118 off 140
balls) landmark century, KL
Rahul (120 batting) was reward-
ed for his indefatigable resis-
tance as he constructed a clas-
sic hundred to power India to
a dominant 298 for four at tea
on the fourth day and stretch
their overall lead to 304 runs.

The iconic ‘Hey Jude’ by The
Beatles played softly in the
background as Pant closed in
on his eighth Test ton, eventu-
ally getting there with a single
off 130 balls and join

Zimbabwe legend Andy
Flower as the only stumpers to
achieve this feat. 

Having curbed his natural
instinct after attempting a
flashy shot in the first session,
Pant bid his time and switched
gears post lunch to reach his
second century in the match,
following his magnificent 134
in the first innings. 

He embarked on an adven-
ture straightaway, but having
endured few nervy moments,
Pant exhibited a tenacity to
stay put at the crease, before
cutting loose to dominate the
bowlers who seemed to have
run out of ideas.

The two added 195 runs for
the fourth wicket before Pant
found Zak Crawley at long-on
off Shoaib Bashir, who was
taken to the cleaners by the
swashbuckling keeper-batter,
who also became the first
Indian to register two hun-

dreds in a Test match in
England.

At tea break, Rahul was
batting on 120 and come-
back-man Karun Nair was
giving him company on 4. 

Earlier, Rahul produced a
masterclass in timing and tem-
perament in the company of
Pant as India ambled to 153 for
three at lunch.

Ahead by 96 runs in the
beginning, India were off to a
disastrous start as they lost
skipper Shubman Gill seven
balls into the day’s play, but the
English bowlers did not taste
further success in the first
session, though they kept test-
ing the two batters with their
probing line and length. 

On a windy and cloudy
morning at Headingley, India
started off on the wrong foot
losing the huge wicket of Gill,
who chopped Brydon Carse’s
good length delivery on to the

stumps. Coming off an elegant
hundred in the first innings,
Gill was rooted to the crease as
the ball cramped him for room
before disturbing the stumps.
As he walked back to the
dressing room, a dejected Gill
stared at the place where the
ball landed, wondering if it
pitched on one of those cracks.

England were delighted to
see the back of the India cap-
tain, which paved the way for
the arrival of another first-
innings centurion, Pant, and
he was his usual maverick self
while attempting the auda-
cious shots that define his
batting.

Pant rode his luck as he
charged down the ground to
try and whack the fast bowlers,
and while he could not con-
nect the way he would have
liked to, he got runs off them.
Pant got off the mark with a
thick outside edge off Chris

Woakes that flew over the slip
cordon. The flamboyant keep-
er attempted the slog sweep,
the trademark falling paddle
sweep, and was also heard
scolding himself in the stump
mic after playing a rash shot,
which prompted Ben Stokes to
seek a review. 

The ball was too full and
swinging, but it made contact
with the bat before thudding
into Pant’s pads, and the TV
umpire ruled in his favour. 

In fact Stokes, too, heard
two noises but since the batter
in question was Pant, the
English captain opted to try his
luck with a review.

Rahul looked calm, com-
posed and self-assured at the
other end, helping India swell
the lead brick by brick, even
as Pant seemed to tone down
his attacking approach and
blocked without any 
difficulty.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Beroun (Czech Republic)

Amandeep Drall, who
began the week with a
stunning eight-under

64, finished the Tipsport Czech
Ladies Open with rounds of
72-73 and ended T-46th at the
end of the tournament. It was
Amandeep’s first cut of the sea-
son and the second start of the
year after losing her card last
year. Amandeep will now play
the Amundi German Masters
next week.

Also finishing in similar
46th place were Diksha Dagar
(68) and Tvesa Malik (68),

while Hitaashee Bakshi (74)
was T-62 and Sneha Singh (72)
was T-65. Amandeep had
three birdies, two bogeys and
a double bogey in 73, while
Diksha had six birdies against
two bogeys and Tvesa Malik
had five birdies against one
bogey in her 4-under card.

South African Casandra
Alexander carded a final round
of 10-under 62 including a
chip-in for an eagle on the 18th
at Royal Beroun to secure a
two-shot victory. Cassandra’s
62 was a course record.

Alexander, six back before
the start of play, went bogey-
free carding six birdies and two

magnificent eagles to secure a
two-shot victory on 17-under
par. As the leading group
struggled to find birdies on the
final round, Alexander capi-
talised at the low-scoring Royal
Beroun going out in 31 (-5) to
storm into contention. 

This was followed by a
birdie at the 10th before two
more at the 15th and 16th to
help her draw level with
overnight leader Kim Metraux
from Switzerland.

Then on the 18th she hit her
second shot into the par-5

through the back of the green. 
After that Alexander

chipped in for eagle. It was a
breakthrough victory for
Alexander. Her opponents
were unable to match the club-
house target on 17-under par. 

Spain’s Luna Sobron Galmes
was the closest with a chip-in
eagle attempt of her own on
the 18th. In second place on
15-under par was Sobron
Galmes and English rookie
Esme Hamilton. In a tie for
fourth were Kim Metraux,
France’s Perrine Delacour,
Wales’ Darcey Harry, Spain’s
Nuria Iturrioz and Germany’s
Laura Fuenfstueck. 

Saptak falters in final

round, slips to tied 38
Talwar looked set 
for a strong finish this
week but the front nine
was a struggle and he
started the final 
round with a bogey 
and a double bogey

These trials will help 
in selecting the Indian
team for the 16th
Asian Shooting
Championships 2025
in Kazakhstan in
August and ISSF World
Cup in Ningbo, China,
in September

Amandeep finishes 46th at Tipsport Czech Ladies Open

Some said
I will be
finished in
8 months:
Bumrah 

Rishabh Pant sets record, powers India to 298/4

President-elect Kirsty Coventry speaking during the handover ceremony of the IOC Presidency at Olympic House in
Lausanne, Switzerland on Monday PTI
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Ostrava (Czech Republic)

Forced to skip the last
two editions due to fit-
ness issues, Indian
javelin throw superstar

Neeraj Chopra will look to
claim the title when he makes
his debut at the Golden Spike
Athletics meet on Tuesday, an
event that his coach Jan
Zelezny won nine times in a
storied career.

The 27-year-old Chopra has
had an impressive season so
far, having won his first
Diamond League title in two
years in Paris after also breach-
ing the elusive 90m mark dur-
ing his second place finish in
Doha DL in May.

He was to take part at
Golden Spike — a World
Athletics Continental Tour
Category A event — in 2023
and 2024 but had to skip the
meet on both occasions. In
2024, he was present as a guest
after opting out of competition
due to an adductor muscle nig-
gle. The double Olympic-
medallist will be all the more
eager to win the title as the
Golden Spike was world
record holder Zelezny’s happy
hunting ground during his
playing days. The Czech leg-
end, now 59, won nine titles
between 1986 and 2006 — few
of them with 90m-plus throws
— in this prestigious event
which was first held in 1961.

Chopra has competed in
Ostrava in the past but not at
Golden Spike. He was part of
the Asia Pacific team that
competed in the IAAF
Continental Cup in 2018 and

had finished sixth with a
throw of 80.24m.

“When I was kid, I watched
a lot of videos and photos of
athletes such as Usain Bolt
competing here. I came last
year but I didn’t compete
because of injury. Now I feel
good, but I don’t want to put
any pressure on myself for
90m. But I’ll try really hard,”
Chopra said ahead of the
competition on Tuesday.

“Recently we’ve done a good
training in Nymburk (near
capital Prague) so I’ll do my
best here in Ostrava.”

The Indian, after winning
the Paris DL, had spoken
about the need to work on his
core muscles for better control
on his throws after admitting
that his run-up was perhaps a
shade too fast.

In the absence of his
German rival Julian Weber, the

field in Ostrava is thin and
Chopra will, no doubt, be the
favourite for the title. Weber
had beaten Chopra in Doha
DL on May 16 and in Janusz
Kusocinski Memorial meet
on May 23 in Poland but the
Indian upstaged him in Paris
on June 20 with his first round
throw of 88.16m. Before Paris,
Chopra had won his last DL
title in Lausanne in June 2023
with a throw of 87.66m. 

Anderson Peters will also be
in the fray in Ostrava but the
two-time world champion
from Grenada has been strug-
gling to get the big throws.

He finished third in both
Doha DL and Janusz
Kusocinski Memorial meet,
behind Weber and Chopra,
and ended even lower at fifth
in Paris with a modest 80.29m.

Another German, 2016 Rio
Olympics gold winner Thomas

Rohler, will also compete
though he is yet to gather steam
in the season. The 30-year-old
has a season’s best of 80.79m. In
fact, Rohler, who has a person-
al best of 93.90m, achieved way
back in 2017, has been strug-
gling for a long time. Between
2020 and 2024, he managed just
one 80m-plus throw.

Interestingly, Rohler won
the javelin title in the 2018
IAAF Continental Cup in
Ostrava with a throw of
87.07m with Chopra finishing
sixth. On Tuesday, Chopra
will be hoping to go even.

Among the other six in the
nine-man field in Ostrava,
Tony Keranen of Finland has
the best personal best of
85.27m. Chopra will be up
against Peters and Rohler
again at the NC Classic which
he is hosting in Bengaluru 
on July 5. 

Neeraj Chopra aims win
at Golden Spike Athletics PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n

Ostrava (Czech Republic)

Unwilling to put himself
under pressure of reg-
ular 90m throws,

Indian javelin throw star
Neeraj Chopra says he has a
good feeling about Tuesday’s
Golden Spike Athletics meet
here as he builds up for his
ultimate goal this year — a top
finish at the World
Championship in Tokyo. 

Chopra defeated Julian
Weber to win the Paris
Diamond League with a
throw of 88.16m last week.
The two-time Olympic
medallist said with Czech
great Jan Zelezny by his side
as his coach and with his own
determination, he is confident
of good results.

The 27-year-old is riding
high on his maiden 90m plus
throw that he achieved in the
season-opening Diamond
League meet in Doha. 

“I am really happy to work
with such a great athlete and
coach. I’ve already thrown
90m this year after little bit
more improvement in tech-
nique. So let’s see when it
comes next time but I am
ready. Recently we’ve done a
good training in Nymburk
(Czech Republic) so I’ll do my
best here in Ostrava,” he said.
“Main goal for the season is
obviously World
Championships in Tokyo,”
added the Haryana-lad who
won a gold at the previous
edition of the biennial show-
piece.

Chopra said a part of his
excitement for the Tuesday’s
event comes from watching
on TV, greats like Usain Bolt
compete here in the past. 

“When I was kid, I watched
a lot of videos and photos of
athletes as Usain Bolt compet-
ing here. I came last year but
I didn’t compete because of
injury. “Now I feel good, but
I don’t want to put any pres-
sure on myself for 90m. But
I’ll try really hard.”

The World Athletics
Championships will be held
in Tokyo from September 13
to 21 this year. Chopra, who
won gold in 2020 Tokyo
Olympics and silver in 2024
Paris, spoke highly about his
coach Zelezny. 

“When I competed at
Diamond League in Doha,
there were a lot of Indian peo-
ple who wanted to take pic-
tures with Jan. And they are
sometimes...You know...Very
intense so I was bit worried
about him. But he left to the
hotel quickly,” he said. Besides
the World Championships,
Chopra is also excited about
the Neeraj Chopra Classic
javelin throw meet to be held
in Bengaluru on July 5. “This
will be my first really serious
competition in India with
international athletes, on July
5. I still have to manage a lot
of things before competition
but it will be a good experi-
ence,” he said. 

“So now it would not be
good if I would say no to peo-
ple. And I’m happy that now
in India people recognise
other sports than cricket.” 

Talking about his gold-
winning throw in Paris
Diamond League, Chopra
said he is happy with the effort
despite not being able to
touch the 90m mark. Chopra’s
coach Zelezny was also quite
satisfied with the progress of
his ward. 

‘My main goal is World
Championship in Tokyo’

REAL MADRID BEATS PACHUCA
3-1 IN CLUB WORLD CUP 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Cromwell (USA)

Akshay Bhatia had a
tame finish with two
double bogeys in the

final round for a card of 4-over
74 that saw him finish in
Tied-54th place in the
Signature event.

Bhatia, who had rounds of
70-70-68-74 was 4-over 282
for the week.

In the final round, Bhatia
started on the tenth and had
just one birdie on the 17th,
which was his eighth hole.

He double bogeyed the par-
5 13th, bogeyed the 18h and
double bogeyed the Par-4
ninth, his closing hole. 

This season Bhatia’s best has
been a third place at the
Players Championship.

Indo-British Aaron Rai (70)
was Tied-17th with cards of
68-73-63-70 at 6-under.

Meanwhile, US Ryder Cup
Captain Keegan Bradley came
back from three shots behind
with four holes to play and
birdied the 18th hole for a 2-
under 68 to win the Travelers
Championship in his home-
town. The victory also re-
started discussion for Bradley
to be playing captain for the
first time since 1963 when
Arnold Palmer played as a
playing captain at the Ryder
Cup. Bradley was one behind
Tommy Fleetwood going to
the 18th hole. 

Bradley hit his approach to
just under six feet below the
hole and Fleetwood, seeking
his first PGA Tour title, came
up some 50 feet short and took
three putts for bogey and a 72.
Bradley carded 69 and totalled

15-under as Fleetwood (72)
was 14-under. Bradley fin-
ished at 15-under 265 and won
$3.6 million for his first title in
a Signature Event. 

He also won the BMW
Championship, the second
FedExCup Playoffs event, last
August at Cherry Hills outside
Denver.

Scottie Scheffler, who had a
share of the 36-hole lead until
a 72 in the third round, closed
with a 65 and tied for sixth
with Rory McIlroy, who also

shot 65. They were three shots
back.

It was tough for Fleetwood,
34, who was a runner-up for
the sixth time on the PGA
Tour. Russell Henley chipped
in from across the 18th green
for birdie and a 69 to join
Fleetwood in tied second.

Henley called a one-shot
penalty on himself in the sec-
ond round when he saw his
golf ball move the length of a
dimple as he was playing a
chip. Bradley has two wins

against world-class fields in the
last 10 months — only Scottie
Scheffler has won more since
August among players ahead
of him in the Ryder Cup
standings.

Bradley, who turned 39 ear-
lier this month, won on the
one-year anniversary that he
received the call asking him to
be Ryder Cup captain.

Harris English (65) boosted
his Ryder Cup hopes by tying
for fourth with Jason Day
(68). 

Tame finish for Bhatia as Ryder Cup
captain Bradley wins Travelers title

ASSOCIATED PRESS n
Las Vegas

Mexico tied Costa Rica
0-0 on Sunday night
to win Group A of

the CONCACAF Gold Cup
and will play Saudi Arabia in
the quarterfinals.

Mexico’s Santiago Giménez
appeared to score on a bicy-
cle kick in the fourth minute
of second-half stoppage time
on Sunday night but the goal
was disallowed by
Guatemalan referee Mario
Escobar following a video
review. Giménez appeared to
be offside when Luis Chávez
lofted the ball into the penal-
ty area after exchanging taps
with Carlos Rodríguez on a
free kick. Orlando Galo’s
headed clearance attempt
went in front of the goal to
Giménez, who overhead kick
beat goalkeeper Keylor Navas,
plus-three to plus-two.

Mexico, unbeaten in 10
Gold Cup matches against
Costa Rica, finished even with
the Ticos at seven points but
won the group on goal differ-
ence. “We’re growing, although
not at the speed I’d like,”
Mexico coach Javier Aguirre
said. “It was a good game for
us that didn’t end with a vic-
tory. We’re happy with the per-
formance. I have nothing to

reproach my players for.”
El Tri, which defeated the

Dominican Republic and
Suriname in their first two
matches, will play Saudi
Arabia on Saturday at
Glendale, Arizona, while the
Costa Ricans will face the
United States the following
day in Minneapolis.

Costa Rica will be missing
four regular starters. Forward
Manfred Ugalde, who has
three goals in the tournament,
and midfielder Carlos Mora
are suspended for yellow-
card accumulation. Defender
Ariel Lassiter has a fractured
left hand and forward Warren
Madrigal a broken left leg.

“It was a difficult match, we
said so beforehand. It was very
close, and we knew it would
be that way,,” Costa Rica coach
Miguel Herrera said. “We still
have things to fix, but we have
a very good team, for me the
best in the region.”

Ugalde, assessed a yellow
card against the Dominican
Republic, received another
yellow in the 83rd for charg-
ing into Rodríguez and
elbowing him near the center
circle. The two yellows result
in a one-game suspension.

Mexico had 70 per cent
possession and had a 13-5
advantage in shots, including
4-0 in shots on target.

Mexico wins group A of
CONCACAF Gold Cup 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS n
Charlotte

Jude Bellingham and Arda Güler
scored first-half goals and
short-handed Real Madrid

bounced back from a disappoint-
ing performance in its Club World
Cup opener to beat Pachuca 3-1 in
front of 70,248 spectators at Bank
of America Stadium.

Seven minutes in on Sunday
night, defender Raul Asencio
received a red card, forcing Real
Madrid to play the remainder of
the match with 10 men.

It hardly mattered as Madrid
dominated the Mexican club rest

of the way to give Xabi Alonso his
first win as coach of the Spanish
power.

Bellingham got Madrid on the
board in the 35th minute when he
took a pass from Fran Garcia just
inside the box and belted a perfect-
ly placed left-footed shot past
goalkeeper Carlos Moreno into the
right corner.

Eight minutes later, Güler made
it 2-0 when he delivered a right-
footed shot from the center of the
box to the bottom left corner off an
assist from Gonzalo García.
Federico Valverde put the final
touches on the win in the second
half with a sliding right-footed shot

off an assist from Brahim Díaz.
Goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois

was on form with five saves in the
first half. He turned away two
point-blank shots in the early
going and finished with 10 saves.

Elías Montiel ended Courtois’
bid for a shutout when he scored
in the 80th minute for Pachuca,
which fell to 0-2 in group play.

Kylian Mbappé has missed both
Club World Cup starts after being
hospitalised with acute gastroen-
teritis. He did not travel to
Charlotte, but the team remains
hopeful that he’ll be ready to play
on Thursday night against
Salzburg.


