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A Day of Reckoning for Indian Judiciary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

After a day-long turns and twists
on the media report of huge pile
of cash found in the Delhi High
Court Judge Justice Yashwant

Varma’s home by the fire brigade, the
Supreme Court on Friday said misinfor-
mation and rumours were being spread
over the incident. The top court which
initiated an in-house inquiry on the mat-
ter said it is waiting for the report from
Delhi High Court Chief Justice.
Meanwhile Fire Services Chief Atul Garg
said there was no cash found from
Justice Varma’s residence.

As the controversies broke out, by after-
noon, Justice Varma took leave from
work. The Supreme Court in a statement
in the evening said the proposal for Justice
Varma’s transfer to Allahabad High Court
was independent and separate from in-
house enquiry procedure. The top court
said upon receiving information, the
Delhi High Court Chief Justice com-
menced an in-house enquiry procedure
collecting evidence and information.

The High Court Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya, who had commenced
enquiry prior to March 20 collegium
meeting, would submit a report to Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna today itself,
said the top court. Following its exami-
nation, the court would proceed for
“further and necessary” action, added the
statement from Supreme Court. 

Fire fighters found no cash during their
operation to douse flames at the residence
of Justice Varma, Delhi Fire Services Chief
Atul Garg said. The control room received
a call about a blaze at Varma’s Lutyens
Delhi residence at 11.35 pm on March 14
and two fire tenders were immediately

rushed to the spot, Garg told media. Fire
tenders reached the spot at 11.43 pm. The
fire was in a store room stocked with sta-
tionery and domestic articles, Garg said,
adding that it took 15 minutes to control
the flames. There were no casualties. 

“Soon after dousing the flames, we
informed Police about the fire incident.
Thereafter, a team of fire department per-
sonnel left the spot. Our fire fighters did
not find any cash during their fire fight-
ing operation,” the DFS chief said.

The Allahabad High Court Bar
Association opposed the transfer Justice
Varma and said they may go for an indef-
inite strike against making the Allahabad
HC as “trashbin.” In a resolution passed
soon after the news of the judge’s trans-

fer by a Supreme Court collegium was
reported, the association said, “We were
taken aback that the Supreme Court has
transferred Justice Yashwant Varma back
to Allahabad High Court...”

The resolution, naming association
president and senior advocate Anil Tiwari
as the signatory, claims that the discov-
ery of the “unaccounted money” from the
judge’s house was of “`15 Crore”.
“Supreme Court has taken cognisance on
the matter immediately and unanimous-
ly decide repatriate Justice Yashwant
Varma to Allahabad High Court,” it
said. The statement added, “The decision
of the collegium raises a serious question
as to whether the Allahabad high Court
is a trash bin?”

The matter was raised in the Rajya
Sabha and Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
saying he will find a mechanism for hold-
ing a structured discussion on the issue.
Raising the issue in the morning session,
Congress MP Jairam Ramesh also sought
the Chair’s response on judicial account-
ability and reminded him about a pend-
ing notice regarding impeachment of a
judge of the Allahabad High Court.
“This morning, we have read about a
shocking case of huge amounts of cash
unearthed at the residence of a judge of
the Delhi High Court,” Ramesh said.

He also pointed out that earlier, 50
members of Parliament had submitted a
notice to the chairman regarding certain
remarks that were made by a judge of 
the Allahabad High Court. Ramesh said
the Chairman himself has repeatedly spo-
ken about the urgency for judicial
accountability. The senior Congress
member also sought to remind Dhankhar
that he had directed the Leader of the
House on this issue.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Union Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Annapurna Devi
on Friday said she “completely

disagreed” with Allahabad High Court’s
ruling on what constituted rape or
attempt to rape and urged the Supreme
Court to intervene in the matter.

Her reaction came after the high
court, in an order earlier this week, ruled
that mere grabbing of breasts and snap-
ping pyjama strings did not amount to
rape or attempt to rape but fell under the
ambit of assault or use of criminal force
against any woman with the intent to dis-
robe or compel her to be naked.

“I am completely against this decision
and the Supreme Court should take seri-
ous note of it. Such a ruling has no place
in a civilised society,” Devi, said outside
Parliament. She also expressed concern
over the broader implications of the judg-
ment, warning that it could send the
wrong message to society. “Somewhere,
this will have a negative impact on soci-
ety and we will discuss this matter fur-
ther,” she added. The case involved an 11-
year-old girl in Uttar Pradesh’s Kasganj,
who was assaulted by two accused, iden-
tified as Pawan and Akash, in 2021. The
accused grabbed her breasts, snapped her
pyjama strings and attempted to drag her
under a culvert. The assailants fled
when passersby intervened.

Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal also
slammed the ruling as “shameful” and
“absolutely wrong”. She questioned the
message such a ruling sent to society, par-
ticularly regarding crimes against chil-
dren. “This is deeply shameful and
absolutely wrong. What message do
they want to give to society? That a young
girl can be subjected to such horrific acts

and it still won’t be considered rape?” she
told reporters outside Parliament.

Maliwal also urged the Supreme Court
to immediately intervene and take strict
action against such judicial interpreta-
tions. “The Supreme Court should inter-
vene in this matter without delay, and
strict action must be taken,” she said.

CPI general secretary D Raja has also
slammed the judge’s remarks on sexual
violence as “appalling”. “Grabbing breasts
or snapping a pyjama string isn’t ‘attempt
to rape’? This trivialises sexual violence
and shows the tight grip of patriarchy
on our institutions. The law must pri-
oritise survivors’ trauma, not min-
imise it,” he said in a social media post

on Thursday.
“People see the judiciary as the last

hope and such conduct puts a question
mark before the credibility of the judi-
ciary. Shameful!” he added. Legal
experts too deplored the observation of
the Allahabad High Court on what con-
stitutes a rape charge, calling for a
restraint by judges and underlining the
drop in public confidence in the judi-
ciary due to such statements. 

Senior advocate and Supreme Court
Bar Association president Kapil Sibal
took to social media saying, “God save
this country with such judges adorning
the Bench! The SC has been too soft in
dealing with errant judges (sic).”

Union Minister calls out
Allahabad HC rape rulingJ GOPIKRISHNAN n New Delhi

The controversial judge Justice
Yashwant Varma was named as
accused by CBI in February 2018 in

case related to bank loan fraud by
Simbhaoli Sugars Limited. For CBI, the FIR
No: RCBD1/2018/E/0002 dated February
22, 2018 is a hot potato due to the name
of Yashwant Varma as accused who had
already became a Judge in Allahabad High
Court in October 2014. The agency was
registering FIR based on a complaint by
Oriental Bank of Commerce filed on 2017,
without knowing that Varma had already
became a High Court judge, having
impunity. The bank loan fraud case is an
interesting one. Varma who was a lawyer
with expertise in tax laws was also non-
executive director of the big sugar com-
pany Simbhaoli Sugars Limited and dur-
ing this period the company took a loan
to give money to sugar farmers to buy
their products. According to the Oriental
Bank, which filed complaint to CBI
named all the 10 directors of the sugar
company for the bank loan fraud raging
above `109 Crore. 

Justice Varma was named as ninth
accused in the FIR along with sugar com-
pany’s managing director Gurmit Singh
Mann, deputy managing director Gurpal
Singh, CEO GSC Rao and CFO Sanjay
Tapriya, executive directors Gursimran
Kaur. The bank’s complaint also named
other five non-executive directors along
with Varma, who during the bank loan
period was also a practicing lawyer in
2012. In October 2014, Advocate
Yashwant Varma became Allahabad HC
judge. When the loan amount was not
repaid and the irregularities in the dis-
bursement to sugar farmers were found in
later years, the bank filed complained to
CBI in November 2017 and within months
in February 2018, the agency filed a 13
page FIR which also named Varma.

Justice Varma
accused in CBI FIR

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n Chennai

Vowing to safeguard Lord
Venkateswara Swamy’s assets in
the country and across the world,

the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu declared that peo-
ple working in TTD should be Hindus.
Same time he mentioned that non-
Hindus currently working in the premis-
es will be given opportunities elsewhere.

“People from other religions will not be
there in the worship places of Christians
and Muslims. Religious places of a par-
ticular religion will only have people
belonging to that particular religion,”
Naidu said talking to media after he vis-
ited the temple and offered prayers with
his family.

Naidu who is part of the NDA alliance
also said that Lord Venkateswara Swamy
temples will be built overseas where
Hindus are in large numbers. The move
to transfer non-Hindu staff from Tirupati

Temple is likely earn the wrath of the
Congress. “We have resolved to build
Venkateswara Temples in every State cap-
ital across India. To achieve this, we will
send letters to all chief ministers.
Additionally we will establish
Venkateswara temples in regions world-
wide where there is a significant Hindu
population,” said Naidu.

Lord Venkateswara, another name of
Vishnu, is rated as the richest Indian God
as well as the second richest God in the
world. It has assets to the tune of `2.5
Lakh Crore in various forms. There are

days when the temple hundi records offer-
ings worth more than `2.5 Crore. The
temple boasts of a university, hospital,
many schools, veda patasalas and even a
satellite TV channel (Sre Venkateswara
Bhakti Channel) airing the live sevas and
poojas. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam,
headed by an IAS officer appointed by the
State Government administers the tem-
ple. Various Hindu organisations like
VHP have been calling for the liberation
of the temple from the shackles of the
Government and handing over the
administration to the devotees.

Vedic scholar Parappanangadi
Unnikrishnan Panicker, who has held
Deva Prasnam at Tirupati Venkateswara
Temple twice in the past welcomed the
move to establish such temples across the
world. “The deity at Tirupati has special
poojas as mandated by Agama sasthra. If
this is replicated all over, the world will
become a much better place to live,” said
Unnikrishnan Panicker.

NDA dharma in Naidu’s Andhra Pradesh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday attacked opposition
parties in the Rajya Sabha for rak-

ing up the language row, saying they were
doing so to gain political mileage and hide
their corruption.

Shah also said after December 2025, he
will do correspond with chief ministers,
MPs and common people in their respec-
tive languages.

Making these assertions while replying
to the debate in the Upper House on the
working of the ministry of home affairs,
he said there have been enough divisions
in the nation in the name of language and
it should not happen anymore as Hindi
is not in competition with other languages
but a friend of those. “Some parties are
raking up the language issue for their own
politics. They are doing it just to hide their
corruption,” he said.

The DMK-led Tamil Nadu government
and the Centre have been at loggerheads
over the implementation of the new
National Education Policy and the three-
language formula proposed under it.

Shah also said that after December, he
will do all correspondence with chief min-
isters, MPs and common people in their
respective languages.

Those who take shelter behind the lan-
guage issue to hide their corruption, this
is a strong reply to them. “There have
been enough divisions in the nation in the
name of language, and it should not hap-
pen anymore,” he said, amid the escalat-

ing row over the three-language formu-
la implementation outlined in the
National Education Policy.

The Home Minister said every Indian
language is a treasure for the country.
“Hindi is not in competition with any
Indian language, it is only a friend of other
languages,” the senior BJP leader said.

Dismissing the allegation of Hindi
imposition, he said every Indian language
is a treasure for the country. Shah
informed the House that a new depart-
ment of Indian languages has been estab-
lished under the ‘Raajbhasha Vibhaag’
(Department of Official Language) of
the Home Ministry.

“I want to say this so that those who
want to divide the country in the name
of language do not get an agenda... The
Modi government has established a
department of Indian Languages which
will work on spreading all Indian lan-
guages.  Tamil,  Telugu,  Punjabi,
Assamese... Every language has been
included, and there will be apps for
translation too,” he said. The Home
Minister said some people have
accused the Union government of
being against Southern languages.
“How is that possible? I come from
Gujarat, Nirmala (Sitharaman) ji is
from Tamil Nadu,” he said.

Home Minister tears into Opposition
over north-south language war

Home Minister Amit Shah speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the Budget session of Parliament PTI

Justice Yashwant Varma PTI

People working in TTD 
should be Hindus. Same time

he mentioned that non-Hindus
currently working in the premises
will be given opportunities
elsewhere

— N CHANDRABABU NAIDU, CHIEF MINISTER 

This is deeply shameful and
absolutely wrong. What

message do they want to give to
society? That a young girl can be
subjected to such horrific acts and
it still won't be considered rape?

— ANNAPURNA DEVI, UNION MINISTER 

SC initiates probe in Delhi
High Court Judge case



I, Amarjit Singh S/o Sh. 

Chanan Ram R/o House No. 

947, Ashirwad Enclave, 

Sector 49-A,Chandigarh 

declare that my son 

Mandeep Singh is out of my 

control. I disown him from all 

my moveable / Immoveable 

properties. Anybody dealing 

with him will do so at his/her 

own risk and responsibility. 

I, Niki Devi Wife of 

Vijender, Resident of House 

No 96, Janta Colony, Sector 

25, Chandigarh inform that 

my son Shubham and his 

wife Anju  are out of my 

control. We disown them 

from my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. 

Anybody deal with them will 

do at their own Risk. 

I, Krishna Kumar, son 

of Deiya Ram, residing in 

Bhatanagar Colony, Jind, 

Haryana, hereby inform that 

my son, Vikas Kumar, is out 

of control. I hereby disown 

him from all my movable 

and immovable properties. 

Any transactions or dealings 

with him in the future will be 

his sole responsibility, and 

neither I nor my family will 

be held accountable. 

We Hajara Singh S/o 

Sh. Fahoja Singh and Smt. 

Balbir Kaur W/o Sh. Hajara 

Singh R/o #762 Rajiv 

Colony Sector-17, 

Panchkula, Haryana, Our 

son Jasveer Singh and his 

wife Chhinder Kaur and their 

childrens all are out of our 

control.  So We Disown all 

of them from our 

moveable/immovable 

properties. If in future 

anybody dealing with them 

at their own risk. 

We, Dinesh S/o Sh. 

Kashmir and Rekha W/o Sh. 

Dinesh both R/o H.No. 

1590/507, Ward 11 Balak 

Nath Colony VTC Rohtak 

declare that our daughter 

Neha is out of our control 

and she has left our house 

on her own sweet will. So 

we disown her from our all 

moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing 

with her at own risk. 

I, Lakhwinder Singh 

S/o Natha Singh and 

Gurmeet Kaur W/o 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o Kila 

Farm, Ward 

No.4,Gurudwara Asmanpur, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra My 

son Jaswinder Singh  are 

out of our control. We, 

disown them  from all our 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals 

with him at Their Own risk 

We, Ramesh Kumar 

S/o Jeet Ram & Paramjeet 

Kaur w/o Ramesh Kumar 

R/o Ward No. 1 Murtzapur, 

District Kurukshetra. Our 

daughter Anju is out of our 

control. We disown her  from 

our all  moveable and 

immovable properties. If 

anybody deals with her at 

his own risk. 

We, Baldev Singh S/o 

Makhtool Singh and 

Surinder Kaur W/o Baldev 

Singh R/o Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra My Son 

Rajinder Singh Alias Veeraj 

Singh are out of our control. 

We, disown him  from my all  

moveable and immovable 

properties. If anybody deals 

with him at his own risk. 

I, Pawan Kumar S/o 

Shri Amar Nath R/o H No. 

3375. Sector 23D 

Chandigarh- 160023 

declare that my son Jatin is 

out of my control. Today, on 

21st March 2025, I Disown 

my son from all my movable 

and immovable properties. 

Anyone dealing with him will 

be responsible at his own 

risk and cost. I and my 

family will have nothing to 

do with it. 

We Ranjeet Singh S/o 

Jarnail Singh and Narinder 

Kaur W/o Ranjeet Singh R/o 

#8, Ward No 8, Sekhan 

Majra Banur Distt SAS 

Nagar declare that my 

daughter Davinder Kaur are 

out of our control so we evict 

her all our moveable 

immovable property anyone 

dealing with her at their own 

risk. 

I Gurmeet Kaur W/o 

Jaspal Singh R/o Vill 

Chalheri Teh Rajpura Distt 

Patiala declare that my son 

Baljeet Singh and his wife 

Sukhwinder kaur is out of 

my control so I evict them all 

my moveable immovable 

property anyone dealing 

with them at their own risk. 

म� मंशाराम पु� िशवदीन 

िनवासी थाना शफीपुर दरौली, 

िजला उ�ाव उ�र �देश हाल 

आबाद �� ड्स कॉलोनी गली न#र 

5 िसरसा, तहसील व िजला िसरसा 

%ान करता &ं िक मेरा पु� अनुज 

कुमार मेरे कहने-सुनने से बाहर है। 

इसिलए म. उसे अपनी चल-अचल 

संपि� से बेदखल करता &ं। भिव2 

म� उससे लेन-देन करने वाला 3यं 

िज5ेवार होगा। मेरी व मेरे प6रवार 

की कोई िज5ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Darshan Mehta son of 

Shri Kishan Chand, resident 

of House No. 43-L, 

Wadhawa Ram Colony, 

Panipat, District Panipat, 

Haryana, had evicted my 

son Deepak Kumar because 

he did not listen to me, but 

now my son Deepak Kumar 

is doing as I say and now I 

want to cancel the eviction 

done by me in favor of my 

son Deepak Kumar. 

I Rajeew Ranjan Pratap 

Singh S/o Tribhuwan Singh 

resident of Vill. Harshpura, 

Post Daudpur.Distt, Saran 

(Bihar), now at G. Pocket, 

228/22, Birring, Jalandhar 

Cantt, declared that in my 

son's school record his 

name is mentioned as 

Abhnav Kumar Singh, 

whereas his actual name is 

Abhinav Kumar Singh. 

I Ajmer Kaur W/o Ex no. 

7069387, Rank Hav name 

late Harbhajan Singh R/o 

Ward no. 12, Vill Raipur, 

Chamkaur Sahib Rupnagar 

Punjab, declared that in my 

late husband Army record 

my name wrongly mentioned 

as Ajmir Kaur and DOB 

10.05.1947, whereas my 

correct Ajmer Kaur and DOB 

is 01.01.1948. 

I Army No. 4058190F  

Ex Nk (TS) Harish Singh 

Rawat S/o Sh. Trilok Singh 

R/o Village-Uregi, PO-Multi, 

District-Pauri Garhwal 

(Uttarakhand) Pin-246165, 

In my Army service record 

my Daughter's Name: Bina 

Rawat and Date of Birth 

15/06/1982 is wrongly 

recorded. Her correct name 

is Seema Rawat and correct 

Date of Birth is 18/06/1982. 

I Dipshika Neupane D/o 

Shiva Ram R/o H.no. 199 

Dashmesh colony 

Gurudwara Sahib Balongi, 

SAS nagar Mohali Punjab, 

declared that in Pancard my 

name mentioned as Trishna 

and DOB as 08.06.2004, 

whereas my correct name ia 

Dipshika Neupane and DOB 

is 09.06.2003. 

I, Paramjit Kaur Sandhu 

alias Jasbir Kaur wife of Sh. 

Sukhdev Singh, resident of 

House No.159, PS Complex, 

Sector 26, Chandigarh, have 

changed my name from 

Paramjit Kaur Sandhu alias 

Jasbir Kaur to Pramjit Kaur. 

I, Harpreet Kaur W/o 

Nirmaljit Singh R/o H.No. 

652, Model Town, Jalandhar 

City (Ûæ) India declare that 

some document my name is 

mentioned Harpreet Kaur 

and in some documents my 

name is mentioned as 

Harpreet. Harpreet Kaur and 

Harpreet one and the same 

person. 

I, Jaideep Singh 

(Passport No.- R2301889) 

son of Mr. Amanpreet Singh, 

residence of Village Kot 

Gobindpur, P.O. Dhapui, 

Distt. - Kapurthala, Punjab, 

India, currently living in 

Athens, Greece since 2004, 

wants to marry to Ms. 

Rajdeep Kaur(Passport No.- 

B9742019) daughter of Mr. 

Nirmal Singh, residence of 

Village Kala Khera, P.O. 

Kartarpur, Distt- Jalandhar, 

Punjab, India. 

I, Chander Shekhar S/o 

Gian Chand R/o Vpo. Thopia 

Teh-Balachaur Distt. SBS 

Nagar declare that In my 

documents my name is 

mentioned as Chander 

Shekhar S/o Gian Chand. 

Now I have changed my 

name from Chander 

Shekhar S/o Gian Chand to 

Chander Shekhar 

Chaudhary S/o Gian Chand 

Bjarr. 

I Shashi Kiran 

Sadawarti w/o Suresh 

Kumar Sadawarti, R/o 3834, 

Mohalla Sadawartian, 

Raikot, Distt ludhiana, 

hereby declares that in 

some documents my name 

is mentioned as Shashi K 

Sadawarti. That Shashi 

Kiran Sadawarti & Shashi K 

Sadawarti is one & the same 

person with above said two 

names.  

I Harjinder Singh S/o 

Harbans Singh R/o Gali No 

1 Preet Nagar Near Markfed  

Chowk Kapurthala do 

hereby declare that my wife 

correct name is Gurinderjit 

Kaur instead of Grainder Jit 

Kaur. 

I, Narasimha Murthy, 

father of Army no. 

15320807P Rank CHM 

Name Venkateswara Rao 

Jonnala of Unit 5 Engr Regt 

c/o 56 APO, resident at 

House No. 1-47, K N Road, 

Ganapavaram Mandalam, 

VTC: Cherukuganuma 

Agraharam, PO: Ch. 

Agraharam, District: West 

Godavari, State: Andhra 

Pradesh, Pin code: 534196 

have changed my name 

from Narasimha Murthy to 

Jonnala Narasimha Murty 

and date of birth from 

01.07.1955 to 01.01.1961. 

I, No. 4466980Y Ex-Nk 

Naib Singh R/o H.No. 60, 

GTB Nagar Kharar Distt. SAS 

Nagar (Punjab) hereby 

declare that name of my wife 

Smt. Sarbjit Kaur and date of 

birth 25 Mar 1970 has been 

recorded in army documents 

which is incorrect. correct 

name is Sarabjit Kaur and 

date of birth is 01 Dec 1972, 

please note. 

I, Usha Rani D/o Amrik 

Singh R/o H. No. 36, Nanada 

Colony, Farakpur, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar, Haryana 

declares that I have changed 

my name from Usha Rani to 

Usha Nagi. 

I, JC 704286K Sub/NA  

Pawan Kumar S/o Sh. 

Mahinder Singh Unit CH 

(WC) Chandimandir 

Panchkula Haryana my Army 

Record in my daughter name 

mentioned Shital Kaushik. 

Whereas correct name is 

Sheetal. 

I, Shri Karma Raj Father 

of Ramesh Kumar R/o #1484-

A, Sector 47-B, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Shri Karma Raj to Karm Raj 

Yadav vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH55241207881659X Dated 

20-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Shrimati Kalawati Devi 

Mother of Ramesh Kumar R/o 

#1484-A, Sector 47-B, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name from Shrimati 

Kalawati Devi to Kalawati 

Devi vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH55239701327542X Dated 

20-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Beena Devi Mother of 

Gaurav Kumar Sharma R/O 

#743-B, Sector 31-A, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name from Beena Devi to 

Beena Sharma vide affidavit 

No IN-CH55240263198464X 

Dated 20.03.2025 before 

Notary, Distt Court  

Chandigarh. 

I, Preeti Anand Spouse 

of Viresh Anand R/o #234, 

Sector 47-A, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Preeti Anand to Priti Anand 

vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH55177796089812X Dated 

17-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Praveen Kumar Yadav 

Father of Jiyan Yadav R/o 

#3086, Sector 47-D, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my son name from Jiyan 

Yadav to Jigyansh Yadav vide 

Affidavit No - IN-

CH55143696199290X Dated 

17-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Rohtash Kumar S/o 

Sh. Amar Singh R/o VPO 

Jundla, District Karnal have 

changed my name from 

Rohtash to Rohtash Kumar. 

I, Suresh Kumar Mishra 

father of Amit Kumar Mishra 

R/o #432, Sector 47-A, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name from Suresh Kumar 

Mishra to Suresh Mishra vide 

Affidavit No - IN-

CH55142712569253X Dated 

15-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Manupriya Jha spouse 

of Sujeet Prakash R/o # 4, 

Tribune Colony, Raipur 

Khurd, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Manupriya Jha to Manupriya 

vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH54758691967548X Dated 

20-03-2025 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Rohit Beniwal S/o 

Jasbir R/o Village Chaurahi, 

PO Malikpur Banger, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar, Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Rohit Beniwal to Rohit. 

I, Virander Gupta son of 

Sh. Vir Bhan Gupta R/o 

#4005, Sector 46-D, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name from Virander 

Gupta to Virender Gupta for 

all officials and unofficial 

purposes. 

I, Aanchal Rani W/o 

Ankit Kumar R/o 54, VPO 

Salempur Banger, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Aanchal to 

Aanchal Rani. In future I shall 

be known as Aanchal Rani. 

I, Aaditya S/o Rishi Pal 

R/o Village Mansapur, Post 

Office Harnaul, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Aaditya to Aaditya Dehria for 

all future purposes. 

I, No. 3365234Y Ex NK 

Jagir Singh (Retd.) S/o Late 

Sh. Budh Singh R/o New 

Basti Badham, P.O. Haripur, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra declare that in 

my service record my wife's 

name is wrongly written as 

Parsin Kaur instead of 

Parsinn Kaur & D.O.B is 

10.01.1952 instead of 

01.01.1947. 

I, Kuldip Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh  R/o V.P.O. 

Mandhar, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from 

Kuldeep Singh to Kuldip 

Singh. 

I, Vishal Bansal S/o Brij 

Bhushan Gupta R/o Sec- 18, 

Part 2, Huda, Jagadhari, Distt 

Yamunanagar state that in my 

passport my father's name is 

written as Brij Bhushan which 

is incorrect. While my Father's 

correct name is Brij Bhushan 

Gupta. 

I, Rajni W/o Neeraj 

Kumar R/o 470/10, Bijli 

Colony, Kishangarh, Tehsil- 

Shahabad, District-

Kurukshetra have changed 

my name from Rajni to Rajni 

Rani. 

I, Army number 

17038308 Rinku S/o Krishan 

R/o village Dadaula Tehsil 

Bapoli District Panipat 

declared that my father's date 

of birth is written as 

18.02.1970 in my Army card 

which is wrong. The correct 

date of birth in all the 

documents of my father 

should be 01.01.1963. 

I, Shankar lal S/o 

Vasudev R/o # 1749, Mauli 

Jagran Chandigarh I have 

changed my name from 

Shankar Lal to Bachhu Lal. 

I, Vinod Kumar S/o 

Munshi Ram R/o # 3247, 

Mauli Jagran Chandigarh I 

have changed the name of 

my minor son from Kavya to 

Aman Kumar. 

I Kuldeep Singh S/o Late 

Gajjan Singh R/o 940, Jammu 

Colony A, tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar.have 

changed my Name from 

kuldip Singh To Kuldeep 

Singh 

I, Vinod Sharma s/o sh. 

Tilak raj sharma r/o house no 

297 sector 17 Panchkula 

Haryana 134109 have 

changed my name from Vinod 

Sharma to Vinod Kumar 

Sharma 

I, Kuldip Singh s/o 

Pritam Singh r/o House No. 

343, New Prem Nagar, Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Kuldip Singh 

Bhamra to Kuldip Singh for all 

future purpose. 

I, Ashok Kumar s/o 

Parkash Chand r/o Village 

Goela Kalan, Tehsil Bapoli, 

District Panipat (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Ashok to Ashok Kumar. In 

future I should be known as 

Ashok Kumar. 

I, Sumit Raj s/o Sushil 

Kumar Singh r/o Qr No-C 

2415, IOCL Refinery 

Township, Village Dadlana, 

Distt. Panipat (Haryana) 

declare that Sumit is my 

name and Raj is my surname. 

All concerned please note. 

I, Sanjana w/o Kapil 

Singla r/o House No. 3225/2, 

Kaithal Road, Shiv Colony, 

Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed my name from 

Sanjana to Sanjana Singla. In 

future I should be known as 

Sanjana Singla. 

I, Neena Sharma W/o 

Dharamveer Kumar  R/o Patti 

Malle Di, Vallah, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143501 have 

changed my name from 

Neena Sharma to Neena. 

I, Neena W/o Rakesh 

Kumar R/o 95, Gali No.9, 

Batala Road, New Pawan 

Nagar, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Neena to Neena Rampal. 

I, Smt. Jat Kaur W/o No. 

1026624 late LD Gurmail 

Singh R/o Vill. Chak Natha, 

PO Jaijon Doaba, Tehsil 

Garhshankar Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my date of birth 

from 15-06-1941 to 01-01-

1960.  

I Rakesh Kumar Bansal 

son of Dayanand Bansal, 

resident of House No. 412/2, 

Ward No., Doctor Ic Garg 

Wali Gali, Padav Mohalla, 

Tehsil Samalkha, District 

Panipat. In some documents 

my name is Rakesh Bansal 

and  Rakesh Kumar Bansal. 

Now I have changed my 

name Rakesh Bansal to 

Rakesh Kumar Bansal. All 

concerned note please. 

I, Kartik S/O Vinod 

Kumar R/O Bhambhewa(1), 

Jhajjar, Haryana-124021 

have changed my name to 

Kartik Ahlawat. 

I, Sombir Singh S/o 

Hosiyar Singh R/o Village 

Kudal Bass Teh. Loharu Distt. 

Bhiwani have declared that 

my minor daughter name 

Changed from Muskan To 

Muskan Sihag. 

I, Gourav Sahni S/o 

Ramesh Kumar Sahni R/o H 

No. 679/14 Guru Nanak Pura 

Rohtak-124001 declare That 

I have changed my name 

from Gaurav Sahni to Gourav 

Sahni for all future purposes. 

I, Rajinder Singh S/o 

Gulab Singh Chauhan # 

5093, Sector 38 (West), 

Chandigarh have changed 

the name of my minor son 

from Aditya S. Chauhan to 

Aditya Singh Chauhan. 

I, Vaneeta Devi W/o 

Joginder Singh # 721, Near 

Ravi Dass Gurudwara, 

Sector 45, Burail, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Vanita Devi. 

I, Sushila Devi W/o Shiv 

Dayal # 792, Sector 45, 

Burail, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to 

Rajeshwari. 

I, Chinder Kaur W/o 

Sadhu Singh # 239, Sector 5, 

Kaimbala, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Shinder 

Kaur. 

I, Pooja Nayak alias 

Pooja T. Ghosh W/o Tinkoo 

Ghosh # 3353/1, Sector 45 D, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name to Pooja Nayak. 

I, Ankush Kumar Garg 

S/o Anand Kumar Garg # 

2233, Star Enclave Society, 

Sector 48-C, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Ankush Garg. 

I, Army no -17008850X, 

rank -Nk, Deshmukh Gopal 

Devidasrao, have changed 

My son's name from 

Deshmukh Rudra Gopal 

(देशमुख 9: गोपाल) to 

Deshmukh Rudransh Gopal 

(देशमुख 9:ांश गोपाल) for all 

future purposes. 

I, Army No. 15575063Y 

Hav Ajay Suryabhan Dhawale 

P/o Unit 114 Armd Engr. Regt. 

C/o 56 APO have changed 

my wife's name from Vanita to 

Vanita Ajay Dhawale, my 

Son's name from Aayush to 

Aayush Ajay Dhawale and my 

daughter's name from Aarushi 

to Aarushi Ajay Dhawale in 

my Army Service Records 

vide affidavit dated 

21.03.2025 before Distt. 

Session Court, Hisar 

I, Anita W/o Sh. Satish 

Kumar R/o H.No.A16, 

Yamuna Enclave,  Panipat 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Anita to Anita 

Budhiraja, For all future 

purpose. 

I, Sangeeta W/o Sh. 

Rajeev Leekha R/o H.No.728, 

Sector 12, Huda, Distt. 

Panipat, declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Sangeeta to Sangeeta 

Leekha, For all future 

purpose. 

I, Manoj Singla S/o Sh. 

Kishan Chand R/o H.No.60, 

Sector- 11, Huda, Panipat, 

Haryana, declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Manoj Singla to Manoj Kumar 

Singla, For all future purpose. 

I, Ravinder Singh  S/o 

Bhupinder Singh Village 

Godharpur Post Office 

Naushera Majja Singh Distt 

Gurdaspur (Punjab) India 

have changed my name 

Ravinder Singh to Singh 

Ravinder. 

I Paramjit Kaur w/o late 

Hav Gulam Masih r/o village 

Darapur po_Saidowal Khurd 

Dist Gurdaspur. My daughter 

name Kumari Renu and date 

of birth 12 Nov 1986 in army 

records.but my daughter 

name Renu Bala and date of 

birth 11 Nov 1986 as per 

adhar card, pan Card,voter 

card and school certificate. 

Please change name Renu to 

Renu Bala and date of birth 

12 Nov 1986 to 11 Nov1986 

in army records. 

I, Mahinder Kaur M/o 

Service No. 3403183H Ex- 

NK- Gurpartap Singh S/o 

Chanchal Singh Resident of 

Village- Chak Chao PO- Marri 

Tanda Tehsil- Batala Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, That I 

declare change my name 

from Mohinder Kaur to 

Mahinder Kaur and date of 

birth from 05/08/1960 to 

01/01/1953 in my son army 

record. 

I, Ombati Devi is legally 

mother of Jaynendra Singh , 

Residence of Village- Beri  

Chahar PO- Beri  Chahar 

Tehsil- Kheragarh, District- 

Agra, State- Uttar Pradesh 

Pin code -283102   have 

changed my DOB from 01-07-

1961 to 01-01-1957due to 

wrong recorded in my son’s 

army service record vide 

affidavit No. IN- 

PB18772489321355X Dated 

21 March 2024 Before Notary 

Public, Gurdaspur (Punjab) 

I, Ram Kishori is legally 

mother of Ramakant Shakya, 

Residence of Village- 

Silsanda PO- Silsanda Tehsil- 

Kaimganj, District- 

Farrukhabad, State- Uttar 

Pradesh Pin code -209502  

have changed my DOB from 

01-07-1958 to 01-01-1961 

due to wrong recorded in my 

son’s army service record 

vide affidavit No. IN- 

PB18771636062895X  Dated 

21 March 2024 Before Notary 

Public, Gurdaspur (Punjab)  

I, Kumari Kiran W/o 

Parveen Kumar R/o #182/1, 

Railway Road, Kalka, 

Distt.Panchkula (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Kumari Kiran to Kiran 

I, Vipin Kadian S/o Sh. 

Jagbir Singh Kadian R/o 

H.No.44,Sec-14, Rohtak have 

changed my minor daughter's 

name Lavanya to Lavanya 

Kadian for all future purposes. 

I, Parampreet Singh 

Walia S/o Narinderjit Singh 

R/o H.No.18, Guru Teg 

Bahadur Nagar, Amritsar 

have chagend my name from 

Parampreet Singh Walia to 

Parampreet Singh. 

I, Saroj Wanti W/o Sh. 

Om Parkash R/o H. No. 

1852-P, Sector 16-17, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Saroj Devi to Saroj Wanti for 

all future purpose.  

I, Panmeshwari W/o 

Ram Chander R/o H. No. 

123, Shiv Colony, Surya 

Nagar, Hisar-125001 declare 

that I have changed my 

name from Panmeshwari to 

Parmeshwari Devi for all 

purpose. 

I, Isha D/o Krishan 

Kumar R/o H. No. B-143, 

Sec.-1, Marvel City, Marvel 

World Colony, Talwandi 

Rana, Hisar-125001 declare 

that I have changed my 

name from Isha to Isha 

Sharma  for all purpose. 

I, Naveen Kumar S/o 

Ram Lubhaya Wadhwa R/o 

Office Colony, Khanna Paper 

Mill, Fatehgarh Churian 

Road, District Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Naveen Kumar to Naveen 

Kumar Wadhwa 

I, Pooja Gulati W/o 

Amandeep Singh Gulati R/o 

25-C, Maqbool Road, 

Amritsar at present Flate 

No.1208, Ivory Tower South 

City one Gurgaon have 

changed my name from 

Pooja Gulati to Surjeet Kour 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o 

Kulbir Singh  R/o D-7/6527, 

Gali No.12-A, Ram Nagar 

Colony Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Paramjit Kaur to Paramjeet 

Kaur 

I Uday Kumar S/o Inder 

Pal R/o Vill Patalpuri PO 

Waryam Nangal Distt 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Uday to Uday 

Kumar 

I, Manoher Singh S/o 

Sohan Singh R/o H.No.6, 

Gali No.1, New Azad Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Manoher Singh to Manohar 

Singh 

I, Rakesh Kumar s/o 

Janak Raj Bhatia R/o H. no. 

419/1, Tribhuvan Niwas, A-

Block, Ranjit Avenue, 

Amritsar-143001(Pb) have 

changed my name from 

Rakesh Kumar to Rakesh 

Kumar Bhatia 

I Manveer Singh 

Bhutoya S/o Virinder Singh 

R/o House Number 199 

Tagore Nagar Ward No 10 

District Hoshiarpur have 

changed my name from 

Manveer Singh Bhutoya to 

Manvir Singh 

I Tasvir Singh Hans S/o 

Gian Singh R/o H.No.387 

Miran Kot Kalan District 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Tasvir Singh Hans 

to Tasvir Singh 

I, Varinder Singh S/o 

Rajpal Singh R/o Patti 

Mansoor Di, VPO Sultanwind 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Varinder Singh to 

Varinder Singh Mahal 

I, Tajinder Singh S/o 

Kulwinder Singh R/o Vpo 

Gobindpur Khun Khun Distt 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name from Tajinder Singh to 

Singh Tajinder 

I, Sofiaraj Singh 

Samahlu D/o Harinder Singh 

R/o H.No.372/23, Street 

No.7, Kartar Nagar 

Chheharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Sofiaraj Singh Samahlu to 

Sofiaraj Singh 

I, Harinder Singh 

Samahlu S/o Gurbachan 

Singh R/o H.No.372/23, 

Street No.7, Kartar Nagar 

Chheharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Harinder Singh Samahlu to 

Harinder Singh 

I, Jaswinder Kaur 

Samahlu W/o Harinder Singh 

R/o H.No.372/23, Street 

No.7, Kartar Nagar 

Chheharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Jaswinder Kaur Samahlu to 

Jaswinder Kaur 

I, Mandeep Singh S/o 

Charanjit Singh R/o 09 Sher 

Shah Suri Road, Chheharta, 

Amritsar have declare that 

Mandeep is my Given name 

and Singh is my Surname 

I Swena Rani D/o Sh. 

Raj Kumar W/o Mr. Harish 

Kumar R/o H No. 14, Street 

No. 1-B, Sunder Nagar, 

Amritsar. I have changed my 

name after marriage from 

Swena Rani  to Renu. all 

concerned please note. 

I, Rattan Singh Father of 

Jasvir Singh (RANK L NK 

15581943L, Unit: 421 (I) 

ENGR SQN C/O 56 APO) 

Resident of Uchi Daud, P.O. 

Maloudh, Distt. Ludhiana, 

State: Punjab, Pin Code: 

141119 have declare that my 

date of birth in his Army 

Service Record is wrongly 

mentioned as 06-06-1955 

instead of 01-01-1955 

Concerned Note. 

I, Jasmail Kaur Mother 

of Jasvir Singh (RANK L NK 

15581943L, Unit: 421 (I) 

ENGR SQN C/O 56 APO) 

Resident of Uchi Daud, P.O. 

Maloudh, Distt. Ludhiana, 

State: Punjab, Pin Code: 

141119 have declare that my 

date of birth in his Army 

Service Record is wrongly 

mentioned as 22-11-1957 

instead of 01-01-1956. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Jaswant Singh S/o 

Gurbakhas Singh R/o Village 

Jahangir Distt Tarn Taran 

declare that both Jagwant 

Singh and Jaswant Singh are 

my names and both names 

are of one and same person 

I,  Prem S/o Bhim R/o # 

2304, Bhullar Enclave, 

Jhampur, Post Office Tira, 

District S.A.S Nagar, Punjab, 

I have changed the name of 

my minor son from Melan to 

Aarush. 

I, Balbir Singh Saini S/o 

Ujjagar Singh, 141 A, Village 

Tira, SAS Nagar, have 

changed name to Balbir 

Singh. 

I, Harvinder Kaur D/o  

Gurcharn Singh R/o  VPO 

Diwana Tehsil Tohana  Distt 

Fatehabad, have changed 

name given Harvinder and 

Kaur  Surname. 

I, Radhika Devi w/o 

Kundan Lal  r/o  # 2093-A 

Sector 28-C Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Radha 

Devi  

I, Parhalad Sharma S/o 

Anant Ram R/o House No. 

441, Ward No. 08, HUDA R-3, 

Cheeka, Tehsil Guhla, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares 

that I have changed my name 

from Prahlad to Parhalad 

Sharma. In future, I will be 

known by the name of 

Parhalad Sharma. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/O 

Krishan Sham Resident Of 

Village Salerian Kalan, P/O 

Hoshiarpur Kalota Tehsil 

Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Sunil Kumar To Kumar 

Sunil. 

I Seema Rani W/O 

Navdeep Kamboj R/O Village 

Dhabwala Kalan Tehsil And 

Distt Fazilka Have Changed 

My Name Seema Rani To 

Seema. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 486, (Ground Floor) HIG-II of Category in Sector 45-A, 

Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of SMT. GITA GARG 

W/O SH. SANJAY KUMAR, from the names of allottee/ transferee MR. 

VIKAS SHEEL VERMA S/O SH. BENY PARSHAD VERMA AND MRS. 

REKHA VERMA W/O SH. MR. VIKAS SHEEL VERMA.  

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No 486, (Ground Floor) HIG-II of 

Category in Sector 45- A, Chandigarh stands in the name of 

allottee/transferee MR. VIKAS SHEEL VERMA S/O SH. BENY 

PARSHAD VERMA AND MRS. REKHA VERMA W/O SH. MR. VIKAS 

SHEEL VERMA. Now, MR. VIKAS SHEEL VERMA S/O SH. BENY 

PARSHAD VERMA AND MRS. REKHA VERMA W/O SH. MR. VIKAS 

SHEEL VERMA, has sold the above said dwelling unit to SMT. GITA 

GARG W/O SH. SANJAY KUMAR vide Sale Deed Executed and 

registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 14/03/2024. SMT. 

GITA GARG W/O SH. SANJAY KUMAR has requested this office for 

transfer the above said dwelling unit in his name on the basis of sale 

deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicants, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No.2282 (Ground Floor) of EWS Category in Sector 45-C 

Chandigarh on the Basis of Sale Deed in the name of SH. PARDEEP 

KUMAR S/O SH.BANTA RAM & MS.GURMEET KAUR C/O 

SH.BANTA RAM from the names of allottee/transferee SH.CHARANJIT 

SINGH S/O SH.RAVINDER SINGH & SMT.NANIKA W/O 

SH.CHARANJIT SINGH. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2282 (Ground Floor) of EWS 

Category in Sector 45-C Chandigarh stands in the name of 

allottee/transferee SH.CHARANJIT SINGH S/O SH.RAVINDER SINGH 

& SMT. NANIKA W/O SH.CHARANJIT SINGH. Now, SH.CHARANJIT 

SINGH S/O SH.RAVINDER SINGH & SMT.NANIKA W/O 

SH.CHARANJIT SINGH has sold the above said dwelling unit to 

SH.PARDEEP KUMAR S/O SH.BANTA RAM & MS.GURMEET KAUR 

C/O SH.BANTA RAM vide Sale Deed Executed and registered in office 

of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 20.01.2025. SH.PARDEEP KUMAR 

S/O SH.BANTA RAM & MS.GURMEET KAUR C/O SH.BANTA RAM 

have requested this office for transfer the above said dwelling unit in 

their names on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they May submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this ngtice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

Continuity Pg. No. 08
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Day 1 of Assembly Session Witnesses Uproar Over Farmers’ Issue, Colonel Assault case
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Punjab Vidhan Sabha’s budget session,
which commenced on Friday and is set

to continue until March 28, witnessed high
drama and heated exchanges, with the prin-
cipal opposition Congress staging a walkout
over the police action on farmers and the
alleged mishandling of a serving Army
Colonel’s assault case in Patiala.

The session opened with the Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria’s address to the House,
wherein he listed the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) led Punjab Government's initiatives
and achievements. He particularly lauded the
Government’s efforts in its “War against
Drugs” and acknowledged its sensitivity
towards the farmers. However, the Governor’s
speech was overshadowed by the Congress
legislators’ protests.

As soon as the Governor began speaking,
opposition Congress leaders started raising
slogans, protesting against the police action
on farmers and the assault on the Colonel and
his son by police officers in Patiala. Leader
of Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa raised the
issue, with his microphone off, even as the
Governor continued reading his address.
Bajwa demanded the immediate suspension
of Patiala district police chief Nanak Singh,
accusing him of shielding the guilty police
officials in Colonel assault case. Unable to get
a response from the government, the
Congress MLAs staged a dramatic walkout,
chanting slogans of “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan” both
inside and outside the House.

During the Zero Hour, Bajwa again raised
the issue of the March 13 incident in Patiala,
where a serving Army Colonel and his son
were allegedly assaulted by a group of police
officers in plain clothes over a parking dis-
pute. The Colonel, who displayed his iden-
tity card during the altercation, was report-
edly manhandled, and his turban was forcibly
removed. Bajwa highlighted that such an act
was unacceptable in a Sikh-majority state and
demanded a judicial probe by a sitting or
retired judge. Drawing a parallel with a sim-
ilar 1992 case, where action was taken
against a senior police officer, Bajwa insist-
ed that SSP Nanak Singh should be removed
immediately. “Instead of ensuring justice, he

is shielding his officers. If such incidents con-
tinue, the morale of our armed forces per-
sonnel will suffer,” Bajwa stated.

“We demand an inquiry by a sitting or
retired high court judge into the incident,”
Bajwa said.
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The session took a controversial turn when
Congress MLA Pargat Singh accused AAP
leaders, including Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan, of linking the farmers’ agitation
to the rise in drug abuse in Punjab. Pargat
Singh claimed that the Speaker had made
statements implying that prolonged protests
and road blockades by farmers had con-
tributed to the worsening drug menace.

Strongly denying the allegations, Speaker
Sandhwan called them “baseless” and
demanding evidence of any such statement.
“Show me even one statement where I said
that farmers’ protests increased drug abuse.
Do not misrepresent my words,” he rebuked.
The heated exchange led to a ruckus in the
House, with AAP MLAs and Congress
members shouting slogans against each
other.

Pargat Singh further contended that AAP
was deflecting blame onto the farmers’ agi-
tation to justify Punjab’s economic losses. He
asserted that the real disruption was caused
by Haryana's blockade of highways, not the
farmers' protests. Accusing AAP of acting at
the behest of the BJP, he alleged that the party
was deliberately vilifying farmers to deepen
political divisions in the border state.
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Punjab Mahila Congress on Friday staged
a massive protest against the AAP govern-
ment, accusing it of betraying women by fail-
ing to deliver the promised Rs 1,000 month-
ly assistance. Led by Punjab Mahila Congress
president Gursharan Kaur Randhawa, the
protest witnessed the participation of Punjab
Congress president Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, CLP leader Partap Singh Bajwa, and
Congress general secretary Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa.

Warring, addressing the gathering, lam-

basted AAP, stating that despite 36 months
passing since the 2022 election promise, the
Government had failed to provide financial
aid to women. He called it a clear case of
deceit, vowing that the Congress would not
only ensure AAP fulfills its commitment but
also demand arrears of Rs 36,000 per woman
for the delay.

Marching towards the Vidhan Sabha, the
protesters were intercepted by Chandigarh
Police near the Congress Bhawan, where sev-
eral leaders were detained. The police resort-
ed to water cannons to disperse the demon-
strators, leading to injuries among some
women protesters.
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Punjab Assembly Budget Session began on
a stormy note on Friday as Congress MLAs
staged a walkout, protesting against the AAP
Government’s handling of key issues, includ-

ing the farmers' agitation and an alleged police
assault on an Army Colonel in Patiala.

Dressed in black armbands, Congress leg-
islators stormed into the Well of the House,
shouting slogans against the government at
the time when the Governor was addressing
the House to mark the beginning of the bud-
get session. The opposition accused AAP of
betraying farmers and mishandling law and
order in the state.

Leader of Opposition and Congress MLA
Partap Singh Bajwa led the protest, raising
concerns about the detention of farmer lead-
ers Sarwan Singh Pandher and Jagjit Singh
Dallewal and the forceful eviction of farm-
ers from protest sites at Shambhu and
Khanauri.

Bajwa also cited the recent attack on an
Indian Army Colonel and his son in Patiala,
alleging that the government had failed to act
against the accused effectively. Despite the
Governor continuing his address, the
Congress MLAs intensified their protests,
eventually walking out of the Assembly.

The Treasury Benches responded by
thumping desks in support of the Governor’s

speech, particularly when he praised the AAP
Government’s achievements, including war
against drugs; education and health reforms;
power sector initiatives among others.

Despite the disruption, Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria delivered his over one hour
address, outlining the government’s accom-
plishments and future plans.

The Governor announced that the Punjab
Government had circulated a draft agricul-
ture policy to all stakeholders, including farm-
ers and labour unions, seeking suggestions.
The policy, formulated by an 11-member
expert committee, aims to promote sustain-
able farming, environmental conservation,
and economic growth for farmers.

Additionally, he maintained that the
Government had provided over eight hours
of uninterrupted electricity to agricultural
consumers during the paddy season while
ensuring no power cuts for domestic, com-
mercial, or industrial users.

Kataria said that “my government” has
intensified its crackdown on drugs, with a
high-powered committee under Finance
Minister Harpal Singh Cheema leading the
anti-drug drive. The Governor highlighted
that the Anti-Gangster Task Force arrested
1,588 criminals, neutralized 13 gangsters, and
busted 571 criminal modules, while also seiz-
ing 1,477 illegal weapons.

Between January 2024 and November
2024, Punjab Police also dismantled nine ter-
ror modules, arresting 59 individuals linked
to extremist activities.  In the healthcare sec-
tor, the Governor announced that 881 Aam
Aadmi Clinics had been established, bene-
fiting nearly 2.98 crore people. Free medicines
worth Rs 200 crore will be distributed in gov-
ernment hospitals, while three new medical
colleges are set to be built.

The government has also planned major
upgrades for district and sub-divisional hos-
pitals, investing Rs 53 crore in X-ray and ultra-
sound services and Rs 150 crore in hospital
infrastructure improvements.

Kataria said that Punjab is set to introduce
347 electric buses in cities like Amritsar,
Ludhiana, Patiala, and Jalandhar. Additionally,
Rs 810 crore has been invested in 770 new
industrial units, creating new job opportu-
nities. To support sports development, the
government plans to establish 1,000 sports
nurseries, while international athletes from
Punjab have been awarded Rs 12.96 crore in
financial incentives.

The Congress, however, dismissed the

Governor’s claims as “political propaganda”.
Bajwa accused the AAP Government of
betraying the farmers, alleging that Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann was acting on the
instructions of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

“AAP came to power by promising to pro-
tect farmers’ interests, but now they are using
police force against them. Farmers did not
block highways, Haryana’s government did.
Farmers did not stop trains, the Centre did.
Yet, the Punjab government is using force

against them,” said Bajwa.
Bajwa also linked Kejriwal’s recent visit to

Punjab to the Rajya Sabha elections, suggest-
ing that his Vipassana meditation retreat was
merely a cover for securing his political future.

The Assembly will reconvene on March 24
(Monday) to discuss the Governor’s address,
followed by the presentation of the Punjab
Budget for 2025-26 on March 26. The bud-
get estimates discussion will take place on
March 27, setting the stage for another polit-
ically charged session.
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Acrucial meeting between the Punjab
Government and farmer unions, sched-

uled for 4 pm on Friday at Punjab Bhawan,
Chandigarh, was called off after major
farmer organizations refused to participate,
escalating tensions between the two sides. 

The Punjab chapter of the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) — the pan-India farmers’
body; and Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
Ugrahan — Punjab’s biggest farmers’ union
were invited by the government for discus-
sions on ongoing farmer grievances.
However, the unions boycotted the meeting,
citing the recent police crackdown on
protesting farmers at the Shambhu and
Khanauri borders and the detention of key
farmer leaders, including jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who has been on fast since
November 26 last.

Farmer leader Joginder Singh Ugrahan,
who heads BKU Ugrahan, laid down three
key conditions before agreeing to any discus-
sions. “Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
must be present at the meeting; immediate
release of all arrested farmers and leaders
detained during the March 19 crackdown;
and the return of confiscated belongings,
including tractors and personal items,” he
said.

Ugrahan emphasized that farmers are not
against dialogue but insisted that meaning-
ful negotiations can only take place in a “con-
ducive environment”. He recalled a previous
meeting with CM Mann on March 3, which
was abruptly cut short when Mann walked
out, raising doubts about the government’s
sincerity.

The boycott follows the March 19 police
action, during which farmer leaders and pro-
testers at the Shambhu and Khanauri bor-
ders were forcibly removed. Many were

detained, and their belongings were either
confiscated or scattered across fields.
According to farmer groups, several demon-
strators were arrested outside Deputy
Commissioner (DC) offices while protest-
ing against police action.

The arrests have sparked legal challenges.
The Punjab and Haryana High Court has
sought a status report from the Punjab DGP
by March 24 regarding the detention of
farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal and oth-
ers. Additionally, 101 farmers, including
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha (KMM) leader
Sarwan Singh Pandher, have been sent to
Patiala Central Jail.

Sources indicated that CM Bhagwant
Mann was unavailable for Friday evening’s
meeting as he was scheduled to attend a
delimitation meeting in Chennai convened
by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin.
This absence further fueled suspicion among
farmer leaders, who accused the government
of trying to divide and weaken the movement.

Guramneet Singh Mangat, a leader of
SKM (Non-Political), criticized the govern-
ment’s approach, stating, “The government
fears a unified farmer movement and is
attempting to use a divide-and-rule strate-
gy by selectively inviting unions to talks.”

In response to the boycott, farmer orga-
nizations have announced a day-long protest
in Chandigarh on March 26 and have urged
the government to allocate a designated
protest site.

Meanwhile, the Khanauri border, which
had remained closed for 13 months due to
protests, was reopened on March 22, restor-
ing movement on the Delhi-Patiala highway.
Earlier, the Shambhu border between
Ambala and Patiala was also reopened, allow-
ing traffic to resume on the Delhi-Amritsar-
Jammu highway. The reopening follows the
Punjab government’s forceful eviction of pro-
testers from both sites.
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Haryana Cabinet Minister Anil Vij on
Friday said that the State budget,

exceeding Rs two lakh crore, has focused on
comprehensive development. Interacting
with the media persons, Vij praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, stat-
ing that no better budget could have been
presented under his guidance.

When asked about the BJP high com-
mand’s directive for state ministers to hold
press conferences in their respective districts,
Vij responded that Haryana has presented
an outstanding budget for the first time.

On Congress not appointing a Leader of
Opposition, Anil Vij said: “It questions
Congress’ leadership and decision-making
ability…It reflects poorly on the party’s top
leadership, showing that they are incapable
of making decisions.”

Social Justice and Empowerment Minister
Krishan Kumar Bedi said that the budget of
Haryana has been prepared keeping in mind
all sections of society. The budget of Haryana
has been presented by keeping in mind the
suggestions of farmers, agriculture, business-
men, employees and players. The economy
of the state will improve with this budget, he
added.

The Minister said the Chief Minister has
given special attention to farmers in the agri-
culture sector and announcements have also
been made for soldiers in the budget.
“Haryana has the highest per capita income
among the major states and the revenue
deficit has decreased in the last 10 years.
Interest-free loan up to Rs one lakh will be
made available to women farmers for setting
up dairy, subsidy amount on purchase of desi
cow has been increased to Rs 30,000, sale of
urea and fertilizer will be linked to Meri Fasal
Meri Byora portal and the land limit for get-
ting benefits under natural farming has been
reduced to one acre,” he said.

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister
Shyam Singh Rana said that Haryana is the
first state in the country where maximum
crops are being purchased at MSP. Rana,
speaking on the occasion of the launch of
mustard procurement at the Radaur grain
market in Yamunanagar district, said that this
year, mustard is being purchased at the MSP
of Rs 5950 per quintal.
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Former Chief Minister and senior
Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Friday alleged that the BJP Government's
claim of giving MSP on 24 crops has been
exposed once again as the government is not
giving MSP to the farmers for mustard.

“Farmers have sent us their mustard pur-
chase receipts and told us their plight. The
MSP of mustard is Rs 5960, but it is being
purchased in the market at Rs 5400. Farmers
are incurring a loss of about Rs 500 per quin-
tal. Last time, paddy was also purchased at
a rate lower than MSP and this time the game
of looting farmers has started in the purchase
of mustard as well,” he stated.

Hooda said that BJP had promised to give
farmers a rate higher than MSP on crops like
paddy and wheat before the election, but had
failed to deliver. “BJP had promised a rate
of Rs 3100 on paddy crop. BJP neither kept
this promise after forming the government
nor did it make any such provision in the
budget this time,” he said.

He said it is also clear from the data given
in the Economic Survey presented by the
government itself that the government has

not purchased any crop at MSP. “The gov-
ernment has purchased only 61 percent mus-
tard, 55 percent wheat, 25 percent moong,
18 percent barley, nine percent cotton, only
29 and 23 percent bajra and maize at MSP.
Only five percent of sunflower has also been
purchased at MSP. That is, government doc-
uments are telling that this government is not
giving MSP to most of the farmers on most
of the crops,” he said.

Hooda said the bitter truth of Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima also stands exposed in the
Economic Survey 2023-24. The figures
show that the government has not yet given
compensation of about 62 percent, Rs 588
crore to the farmers.
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The session also saw discussions on pend-

ing infrastructure projects, with
Congress raising concerns over the non-pay-
ment of compensation for land acquired for
the Makkhu railway overbridge. PWD
Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO assured that
work on the overbridge would commence
soon and that compensation had already
been disbursed.

However, MLA Naresh raised concerns
about landowners not receiving compen-
sation for the acquired land, questioning
how the project could proceed under such
circumstances. He highlighted discrepan-
cies in compensation payments, stating that
while the road spans 99 feet, there is no
clarity on payments for 25 feet on either
side.

“The construction of the much-awaited
Railway Over Bridge (ROB) on the Harike-
Jira-Bathinda section of NH 54 in Makhu
will begin within a week,” said the Minister
in response to a question raised by MLA
Naresh Kataria. He said that all necessary
land acquisitions for the project have been
completed and the construction contract has
been awarded.
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Residents of Punjab will no longer have
to endure long delays in receiving their dri-
ving licenses and vehicle registration certifi-
cates (RCs). Transport Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar on Friday announced that the print-
ing process has resumed and all pending
cases will be cleared within a month. The
issue was raised by Leader of Opposition
Partap Singh Bajwa, who pointed out that

the printing had been halted since October,
causing significant inconvenience to the
public.
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Congress MLA Aruna Chaudhary raised
concerns over the discontinuation of the
Pathankot-Haridwar bus service. She
recalled that during her tenure, the service
was operational and its schedule was peri-
odically adjusted for the convenience of pas-
sengers. Criticizing the AAP Government
for shutting down the route, she urged the
restoration of the service, considering its reli-
gious and cultural importance. Responding
to her concerns, Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar assured that efforts were underway
to reinstate the service. He emphasized that
once an adequate number of passengers is
ensured, financial constraints would not hin-
der its operation.
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Addressing concerns regarding the estab-
lishment of a food processing plant in
Khemkaran, Rural Development Minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal clarified that no
such proposal was in place. An MLA had
suggested converting 50 acres of eucalyp-
tus plantations in Kulla village into a site for
a food processing unit, citing the deterio-
rating condition of the trees. However,
Minister Dhaliwal stated that there was no
vacant land available for such a project at
the proposed location.

Punjab
Budget Session
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In a significant step toward improving gov-
ernment school education, Punjab Cabinet

on Friday approved amendments to the
Punjab Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Rules, 2011. The
move is aimed at increasing parental and
community participation in School
Management Committees (SMCs) to ensure
holistic academic development.

At a Cabinet meeting held at the Punjab
Civil Secretariat I, Ministers unanimously
agreed on expanding the role of parents and
experts in the decision-making process of
schools. A spokesperson from the Chief
Minister’s Office said that the amendment
will increase the number of members in
SMCs from 12 to 16. The revised structure
will include 12 members from parents of stu-

dents to strengthen parental involvement;
four additional members from allied fields
such as Education, Sports, and Extra-curric-
ular activities to bring specialized expertise
into school governance. The decision is
expected to improve school administration,
enhance the quality of education, and
ensure a well-rounded learning experience
for students. Among other key decisions
include amendment to the Transfer of
Prisoners Act, 1950, allowing the transfer of
under-trial prisoners between states with
mutual consent and court approval. This
move aims to reduce overcrowding in
Punjab’s jails. The Cabinet also approved cre-
ation of new rules for Group A of the Social
Security, Women, and Child Development
Department aimed at streamlining opera-
tions and enhancing welfare programs for the
underprivileged.
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Himachal Pradesh Assembly on Friday
once again resonated with sharp

exchanges over the Congress Government’s
decision to shut down hundreds of insti-
tutions established during the previous BJP
regime. The opposition created a ruckus,
demanding accountability. Amidst the
heated debate, Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri announced that the
State Government would open new insti-
tutions based on necessity and demand.

Agnihotri assured that if any opposition
leader provides documentary proof of
closed institutions that had already been
sanctioned with budgetary provisions and
posts under the previous government, the
administration would reconsider reopen-
ing them.

During the discussion, Agnihotri assert-

ed that the current government is “stable,
sustainable, and long-lasting”. He accused
the eratwhile Jai Ram Thakur-led BJP
Government of opening institutions in its
last six months of tenure as a political gim-
mick to retain power. However, he noted
that the electorate rejected the BJP's strat-
egy and voted them out.

“The previous government opened over
1,000 institutions without allocating any
budget or staff. The current government
is making well-thought-out decisions
rather than resorting to blind expansion,”
Agnihotri said.

Responding to MLA Randhir Sharma’s
query, Agnihotri stated that every assem-
bly constituency would soon have a Jal
Shakti division. He also emphasized the
rationalization of education and rural
development institutions, ensuring new
establishments only where required.

Leader of Opposition Jai Ram Thakur,
however, accused the Congress
Government of acting with political
vendetta by shutting down institutions set
up during the BJP rule. Sharma further
alleged that as of January 15, 2024, only 35
institutions had been reopened.
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During the Question Hour, Revenue
Minister Jagat Singh Negi revealed that
3,327 cases under the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) had been approved in Himachal
Pradesh over the past three years. Of these,
637 cases were sanctioned under Section
3(1), while 2,690 cases fell under Section
3(2).

Negi highlighted that FRA, a progres-
sive legislation introduced by the UPA
Government in 200, had not been effec-
tively utilized in the state so far. To
address this, the state will conduct a work-
shop for Panchayati Raj representatives in
April to raise awareness about FRA ben-
efits.

Accusing the BJP Governments of
neglecting the Act, Negi asserted that the
Congress-led administration would ensure
its proper implementation. Replying to a
supplementary query from Lahaul-Spiti
MLA Anuradha Rana, he confirmed that
52 cases under FRA had been approved.
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Industries Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan warned that contractors found
guilty of negligence in State Industrial
Development Corporation (SIDC) projects
would face penalties.

Replying to MLA Vipin Singh Parmar,
Chauhan disclosed that 616 tenders were
allocated by SIDC in the past two years.
Of these, 242 projects are ongoing, while
374 have been completed. He assured that
SIDC had functioned transparently and
clarified that only contractors registered
with the Public Works Department (PWD)
or other government departments were eli-
gible for SIDC contracts.
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The Himachal Pradesh government
will constitute a committee to frame
guidelines on inviting chief guests for state,
district, and fair-related events, Deputy
Chief Minister Agnihotri announced.

The committee’s recommendations will
be presented to the Cabinet for approval
to avoid disputes over guest selection. The
move follows a controversy raised by MLA

Rakesh Jamwal during Zero Hour, who
alleged that despite assurances from CM
Sukhu, defeated candidates were being
invited as chief guests in district-level fairs.

Supporting the proposal, Minister
Vikramaditya Singh cited instances where
defeated BJP candidates’ names were
inscribed on inaugural plaques during the
previous regime. Assembly Speaker
Kuldeep Pathania agreed on the need for
clear directives to uphold the dignity of
elected representatives.
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The state government has secured a Rs
2,400 crore tourism development project
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB),
which will help transform Kangra into the
‘Tourism Capital’ of Himachal Pradesh,
said Agnihotri.

Additionally, a Rs 36 lakh fund had been
sanctioned for the construction of bridal
paths in the Shahpur Assembly con-
stituency, though the funds had not yet
been released. Agnihotri assured that the
amount would be disbursed within the
current financial year.
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Punjab Police on Friday registered a fresh
FIR at Police Station Civil Lines, Patiala,

on the statement of Colonel Pushpinder Singh
Bath regarding an alleged assault by police
officials on the intervening night of March
13-14, 2025. The FIR specifically named the
officers involved and detailed their individ-
ual roles in the attack.

The move comes after Colonel Bath’s for-
mal statement was recorded on March 14,
leading to a renewed push for justice. The
incident has triggered outrage, prompting
swift action from the Director, Bureau of
Investigation, Punjab, to ensure a fair and
impartial inquiry. Only a day before, the vic-
tim’s family had met the Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria.

A Special Investigation Team (SIT) has
been constituted under the leadership of
ADGP (Law and Order) SPS Parmar, IPS,
along with Hoshiarpur Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Sandeep Malik, IPS, and SP
(Rural) SAS Nagar Manpreet Singh, PPS. The
team has been tasked with conducting a day-
to-day investigation to gather evidence and
initiate legal proceedings against those
responsible.

The Punjab Police spokesperson con-
firmed that the SIT will ensure a transpar-
ent, unbiased, and time-bound probe, leav-
ing no room for procedural lapses.

To uphold the integrity of the investigation,
the concerned 12 police officials have been
placed under suspension, and departmental
proceedings for major punishment have been
initiated. Additionally, the Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of Patiala Range has been
instructed to immediately transfer the
accused officers out of the district. The deci-
sion aimed at preventing any undue influence
on the investigation and ensure a fair
process.

In response to concerns about potential
threats, the ADGP (Security), Punjab, has
been directed to provide adequate protection
to Colonel Bath and his family.

The alleged assault on Colonel Pushpinder
Singh Bath by uniformed personnel has
sparked a major controversy, raising questions
about police accountability and the misuse
of power. The veteran’s detailed testimony has
paved the way for legal action, highlighting
the need for systemic reforms in handling
complaints against law enforcement officers.
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CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

PUBLIC NOTICE 

SH. JAI NARAYAN SUTHAR S/O SH. BABU LAL SUTHAR, has 

approached to the Chandigarh Housing Board for the issuance of 

Duplicate Copy of Allotment letter, Possession letter, No Due 

Certificate and Transfer letter (in favour of Smt. Surinder Jit Kaur), of 

in respect of Dwelling unit No. 2022-D, Sector 63, Chandigarh due 

to loss of these documents. SH. JAI NARAYAN SUTHAR S/O SH. 

BABU LAL SUTHAR has furnished the online Complaint at Police 

Unit: PS 49, Chandigarh vide S.No.194562, L.A.R No.2025/ 006614, 

on dated 24/02/2025, regarding the loss of above said document. Any 

person having any objection, against the issuance of duplicate copy 

of Allotment letter, Possession letter, No Due Certificate and Transfer 

letter (in favour of Smt. Surinder Jit Kaur) in respect of the above said 

Dwelling Unit to the said. SH. JAI NARAYAN SUTHAR S/O SH. 

BABU LAL SUTHAR, he/she should file the objection before the 

undersigned in writing within 15 days from the publication of this 

notice, failing which the documents shall be issued. Further, in case 

original document as mentioned above is found by anyone, the same 

should be submitted in the above noted Police Station or in the office 

of the undersigned. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Subject:- Transfer/Mutation of Allotment/ Registration D.U. No. 2635/2 

of Category HIG II, in Sector 47-C, Chandigarh in the name of (i) SMT. 

VIR BALA VAID W/O LATE SH. RAMESH CHANDER VAID (ii) SH. 

MANISH VAID S/O LATE SH. RAMESH CHANDER VAID (iii) SMT. 

DIVYA SHARMA D/O LATE SH. RAMESH CHANDER VAID, on the 

intestate Demise of allottee/transferee SH. RAMESH CHANDER VAID 

S/O SH. BAL MUKAND VAID. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the General Public and all 

concerned that SH. RAMESH CHANDER VAID S/O SH. BAL MUKAND 

VAID owner of Dwelling Unit No. 2635/2 of Category HIG II, in Sector

47-C, Chandigarh expired on 17/09/2021 at Chandigarh, as informed by 

his legal heirs. (i) SMT. VIR BALA VAID W/O LATE SH. RAMESH 

CHANDER VAID (ii) SH. MANISH VAID S/O LATE SH. RAMESH 

CHANDER VAID (iii) SMT. DIVYA SHARMA D/O LATE SH. RAMESH 

CHANDER VAID, have requested for transfer of ownership of Dwelling

Unit No. 2635/2 of Category HIG II, in Sector 47-C, Chandigarh in their 

name on the basis of intestate demise of SH.RAMESH CHANDER VAID 

S/O SH. BAL MUKAND VAID. They have further stated that no other 

legal heir has been left out and they are the only legal heirs of deceased 

owner of the above said Dwelling Unit. 

In case anybody has any objection regarding the claim/right/interest in 

the dwelling unit which is proposed to be transferred by the Chandigarh 

Housing Board in favour of (i) SMT. VIR BALA VAID (Wife) (ii) SH. 

MANISH VAID (Son) (iii) SMT. DIVYA SHARMA (Daughter), he/she 

may submit the objection in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of 

the publication of this notice, failing which the registration and allotment 

of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in favour of the above 

claimant's.

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

PUBLIC

NOTICE

Subject:- Transfer/ 

Mutation of Allotment/ 

Registration D.U. No. 

3121-A (First Floor) of 

Category - LIG in 

Sector 52, 

Chandigarh in the 

names of SH.NISHI JINDAL S/O LATE SH.OM PARKASH JINDAL 

FOR SELF AND GPA HOLDER OF HIS SON SH.JATIN JINDAL S/O 

SH.NISHI JINDAL on the intestate Demise of allottee/transferee) 

SH.TANIK JINDAL S/O SH.NISHI JINDAL.  

It is hereby notified for the information of the General Public and all 

concerned that SH. TANIK JINDAL S/O SH.NISHI JINDAL in owners 

of Dwelling Unit No 3121-A (First Floor) of Category - LIG in Sector

52, Chandigarh expired on 11.03.2024 at Panchkula(HR) as informed 

by his legal heirs. SH.NISHI JINDAL S/O LATE SH.OM PARKASH 

JINDAL FOR SELF AND GPA HOLDER OF HIS SON SH.JATIN 

JINDAL S/O SH.NISHI JINDAL has requested for transfer of ownership 

of Dwelling Unit No.3121-A of Category -LIG in Sector 52, Chandigarh 

in their names on the basis of intestate demise of SH.TANIK JINDAL 

S/O SH.NISHI JINDAL. They have further stated that no other legal heir 

has been left out and they are the only legal heirs of deceased owner of 

the above said Dwelling Unit. 

In case anybody has any objection regarding the claim/right/interest in 

the dwelling unit which is proposed to be transferred by the Chandigarh 

Housing Board in favour of (i) SH.NISHI JINDAL (father) (ii) SH.JATIN 

JINDAL (brother) he/she may submit the objection In writing to the 

undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing which 

the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred 

in favour of the above claimant's. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

PUBLIC NOTICE 

SH. RAM PIARA S/O SH. PURAN CHAND, r/o House No. 291, Sector-

49-A, has approached to the Chandigarh Housing Board for the 

issuance of Duplicate Copy of Transfer letter in favour of (i) Smt. Gian 

Kaur, (ii) Mrs. Jaswinder Kaur Batra, (iii) Smt. Jaspreet Kaur, (iv) 

Sh. Jaspinder Singh & (v) Sh. Ishpinder Singh Batra, in respect of 

Dwelling unit No. 2232, Sector- 45-C, Chandigarh due to loss of this 

documents. SH. RAM PIARA S/O SH. PURAN CHAND, has furnished 

the online Complaint at Police Unit PS 34, Chandigarh vide Sr. 

No.199368, L.A.R. No.2025/009384, on dated 19/03/2025 regarding the 

loss of above said document. Any person having any objection, against 

the issuance of duplicate copy of Transfer letter in favour of (i) Smt. Gian 

Kaur, (ii) Mrs Jaswinder Kaur Batra, (iii) Smt. Jaspreet Kaur, (iv) Sh. 

Jaspinder Singh & (v) Sh. Ishpinder Singh Batra in respect of the 

above said Dwelling Unit to the said SH. RAM PIARA S/O SH. PURAN 

CHAND, he/she should file the objection before the undersigned in 

writing within 15 days from the publication of this notice, failing which 

the documents shall be issued. Further, in case original document as 

mentioned above is found by anyone, the same should be submitted in 

the above noted Police Station or in the office of the undersigned. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh.

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling

Unit No. 501-B (Second Floor) Category of MIG, Sector 61, 

Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the names of SH.AVNEESH 

BHARTI VERMA S/O SH. CHAMAN LAL VERMA & SMT.VISHALI 

VERMA W/O SH. AVNEESH BHARTI VERMA from the name of 

allottee/transferee SH. PAWAN KUMAR HARSH S/O SH.JAGIRI LAL.

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 501-B (Second Floor) Category 

of MIG, Sector 61, Chandigarh, stands in the name of 

allottee/transferee SH. PAWAN KUMAR HARSH S/O SH.JAGIRI LAL. 

Now, SH. PAWAN KUMAR HARSH S/O SH.JAGIRI LAL have sold the 

above said dwelling unit to SH.AVNEESH BHARTI VERMA S/O 

SH.CHAMAN LAL VERMA & SMT.VISHALI VERMA W/O 

SH.AVNEESH BHARTI VERMA vide Sale Deed Executed and 

registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 04.03.2025. 

SH.AVNEESH BHARTI VERMA S/O SH.CHAMAN LAL VERMA & 

SMT.VISHAL VERMA W/O SH.AVNEESH BHARTI VERMA have 

requested this office for transfer the above said dwelling unit in their 

name on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said 

dwelling unit shall be transferred in favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board. 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
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The recent record-breaking mission by NASA
astronauts Butch Wilmore and Sunita
Williams has captured global attention, not

only for its remarkable duration but also for its
implications on the future of space exploration. The
mission of NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and
Sunita Williams aboard Boeing’s Starliner space-
craft in July 2023 was intended to be an eight-day
demonstration flight. Rather, their duration aboard the
International Space Station (ISS) was extended by an extra-
ordinary 286 days due to technical malfunctions. Even
though this unanticipated mission demonstrates human
resilience, it also emphasises the precarious equilibrium
between ambition and preparedness in the field of space
exploration.

The Starliner’s propulsion system failures, including heli-
um leaks and thruster malfunctions, exposed the dangers
of deploying inadequately tested technology in the harsh
space environment. While challenges are inherent in space
exploration, this incident highlights a troubling trend: the
rush to privatise and commercialise space travel may pri-
oritise speed over reliability. Boeing’s struggles with
Starliner reflect broader concerns within the industry, where
cutting corners to meet deadlines can jeopardise astronaut

safety. Future space colonisation efforts demand
rigorous redundancy systems and fail-safes to
ensure that no single malfunction can endan-
ger lives millions of miles from Earth.

NASA has accumulated decades of data on
long-duration missions, however, risks are
exacerbated by unanticipated extensions. Over
time, muscle atrophy, bone density loss, and
radiation exposure accumulate, while mental
health strains-such as isolation, confinement,
and the stress of uncertainty-are exacerbated.
Solving these issues at a large scale is necessary

for the colonisation of Mars or the establishment
of lunar bases. Is it possible to create artificial gravity?
Protecting oneself from cosmic radiation? Psychological sup-
port systems that are reliable? The astronauts’ ordeal is a liv-
ing experiment, but it is one that we cannot afford to 
replicate indiscriminately.

The extended stay of Wilmore and Sunitha Williams has
yielded valuable insights into the long-term physical and 
psychological consequences of space travel. Although pre-
vious expeditions, such as Scott Kelly’s year-long ISS stay,
have provided critical data, this extended mission has sig-
nificantly enhanced our comprehension. The effects of
microgravity on muscles, bones, and cardiovascular systems,
as well as the strains of protracted isolation, emphasise the
necessity for improved medical protocols, exercise regimens,
and mental health support systems for future astronauts.
Colonising Mars or establishing lunar bases will require 

innovative solutions-from developing artificial gravity 
systems to improved radiation shielding. The current ordeal
has created an opportunity to refine these strategies, ensur-
ing astronauts are better prepared for extended deep-space
missions. The ISS served as a critical lifeline during the astro-
nauts’ extended mission, reinforcing the importance of 
private collaboration. 

SpaceX’s partnership with NASA has been pivotal in
advancing spacecraft reliability. The Crew Dragon space-
craft’s advanced life-support systems and automation capa-
bilities played a key role in sustaining the crew. This high-
lights how public-private partnerships are essential for build-
ing resilient space infrastructure. As we expand our cosmic
ambitions, maintaining cooperation in space exploration will
be vital. Future colonies on Mars or the Moon will require
shared resources, international rescue protocols, and diver-
sified expertise. Yet rising geopolitical tensions threaten this
cooperative spirit. For sustainable colonisation, global 
collaboration must become the foundation of our extrater-
restrial endeavours. The prolonged mission of Wilmore and
Sunitha Williams exemplifies human creativity, adaptation,
and perseverance. Their experience provides essential
insights into spaceship design, astronaut welfare, and mis-
sion strategising. As mankind approaches interplanetary
flight, these insights will ensure that future explorers are pre-
pared to confront the challenges that await. 
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Medical practice is based on
protocols that help doctors
diagnose conditions. A 
protocol is an algorithm and
it appears that machines

might be gaining an advantage in diagnos-
ing conditions efficiently and quickly. It is
increasingly being recognised that a 
digitally connected healthcare ecosystem can
improve treatment outcomes, especially in
large parts of rural India where the lack of
specialists often comes in the way of time-
ly diagnosis and medication. Software,
developed by doctors and technicians at
AIIMS Delhi, is a significant initiative in this
respect. 

The software can extend specialised dia-
betes consultation to primary healthcare cen-
tres (PHCs) in rural areas. Studies have sug-
gested that India’s diabetes burden, already
the second highest in the world, is under-
reported because half the patients, even in
urban areas, are not even aware of their con-
dition. The AIIMS software is one step
towards addressing these deficits. It requires
the local level healthcare professional to feed
in patient data on risk factors like blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, and blood sugar. It then
uses AI to process the information to sug-
gest the treatment or further consultation,
as the case may be. All this, however, does
not attenuate the significance of the attend-
ing physician. The doctor will be required
to adapt the software’s advice. The digital
intervention’s potency, therefore, is depen-
dent on the quality of analogue care. 

The country’s healthcare system requires
accessible PHCs run by quality professionals,
empowered by digital resources. With this
statement, I will talk about the shape of jobs
in the field of medicine in this era of AI and
GenAI. The advent of AI is posing serious con-
cerns about jobs in future. Some people will
become more productive and some roles will
be replaced. I have a different take on this. 

I hypothesise that AI is automating tasks,
not jobs. Let us take the example of a
Radiologist—he reads X-rays, sees patients,
maintains machines, and mentors younger
doctors. Computers analyse X-rays and other
medical diagnostics more efficiently and
accurately than human experts. The task of
reading x-rays can be done by AI, but not the
other parts of a radiologist’s job. So I suggest
that while identifying areas that will be
impacted by AI, we need to break down a job
into tasks. 

We have to accept that most jobs will like-
ly have at least some of their tasks affected by
LLMs.Pathologists are receiving scanned
slides of biopsies accompanied by critical data.
Then the pathologist only has to focus on the

more complex issues to generate a diagnosis.
The positive side of this is that speed and accu-
racy will increase. The downside is that if
pathologists are no longer required to 
evaluate the basic histology elements 
themselves, the skill to do so will gradually be
lost and ultimately they will become depen-
dent on machines, the output of which they
will not be able to even corroborate. In this
context, there is a need to redefine the job pro-
files, and we will have to give opportunity to
health workers to develop new skill sets rel-
evant to shifting economies and 
labour markets.  Emerging market realities call
for major changes to the medical college cur-
riculum. The advent of AI threatens to alter
not only how subjects are taught but also what
is taught. A recent survey reveals that 60 per
cent of medical students are already using AI.
However, they need to appreciate that all infor-
mation given by AI is not accurate; AI and
GenAI also suffer from the GIGO rule
(Garbage In Garbage Out). Doctors also need
to be taught where and how they should use
AI and GenAI tools and apps. 

There is an urgent need to revamp the med-
ical educational architecture of our country,
integrating it with modern technologies and
national priorities.Software like the one devel-
oped by AIIMS can become more potent if
synced with the electronic repository of the
National Health Programme for Diseases. Data
portability is in line with the Digital Health
Mission’s objective of facilitating seamless
interaction between medical experts.

A second caveat: Given the asymmetrical

relationship between patients and health ser-
vice providers, the system should be insulat-
ed against data confidentiality breaches. Data
is crucial for AI to evolve. Machine learning
is the field that trains computers through
analysis of large quantities of data. There is
plenty of data available in our country. This
data is being acquired by seducing the pub-

lic to part with it volun-
tarily, people are tanta-
lised with online carrots

and free to use apps
and their responses are
monitored, tracked
and recorded. Most
people happily and
voluntarily give up
their private data,
often without realising
it. The digital 
capitalists use several
pretexts and constant-
ly reassure the public

that data collection is for their good. 
For instance, in the name of developing cus-

tom diets, lots of personal medical informa-
tion is being captured. Genetic data from a
country’s immense biodiversity is being col-
lected as part of studies and medical collab-
orations with foreign organisations.

Another interesting development, COVID-
19  forced physicians and their patients to use
telemedicine, and the response has been uni-
versally appreciated. It might trigger your
thoughts when I say that telemedicine can cap-
ture new kinds of patient data such as facial

expressions, emotional states, etc. The pan-
demic also accelerated the commercial avail-
ability of health and fitness wearables which
facilitated doctors—supervised health 
monitoring, remote diagnostics, and even cer-
tain treatments. With these new kinds of
devices, there will be new kinds of data cap-
tured as well. A word of caution here—we
need a techno-legal approach to unlocking
data. We need to work out modalities of
Confidential Data Clean Room—Sangam of
data and model where secrecy is
maintained.The cause of concern is that in this
game one player is largely ignorant. The sup-
pliers of digital services understand the game
and play it skillfully, while most doctors are
not even aware that the interests of patient may
be at odds with those of the digital and phar-
ma companies. AI has entered the medical
field so rapidly and unknowingly that it seems
that doctors have accepted interactions with
it without due diligence or in depth consid-
eration. They are giving away their knowledge,
research and data to AI apps voluntarily. AI
may be capable of outstanding performance
in terms of speed and accuracy, but all of its
operations are built on data, ie, knowledge
derived from experts in the field ie the doc-
tors. We should realise that while AI is essen-
tial for meaningful progress in diagnosis and
understanding of disease mechanisms, keep-
ing AI within boundaries is essential for the
survival of ethics in medical profession.

AI is transforming healthcare
From AI-driven diagnostic software aiding rural healthcare centers to machine-learning models 

enhancing radiology and pathology, technology is automating tasks once solely performed by doctors

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN
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Starliner Mission redefines space exploration

Countdown to

reciprocal tariffs

Saliva ban lifted, spinners get a boost
Madam—Apropos to “BCCI lifts saliva ban in IPL” 
published on March 21, here is my response. The saliva ban
was enforced during Covid pandemic because of obvious rea-
sons and it has been five years since this ban has been in exis-
tence in international cricket. 

Board of Control for Cricket in India’s (BCCI) latest 
decision to lift the saliva ban ahead of IPL 2025 is a welcome
move because it will aid fast bowlers in reverse swinging 
the ball. 

And it will also bring some sort of equality into the con-
text which is otherwise heavily tilted towards the batsman.
Hope it will also trigger discussion at ICC level to bring this
change in international cricket as well. 

BCCI has also made another change of introducing two
balls in second innings in night matches which is also praise-
worthy because it will counter dew. 

As the dew sets in it becomes really difficult for spinners
to turn the ball as seams gets wet and becomes a bit grassy
hence comes nicely on the bat so this change in the rule will
help spinners make better grip over the ball. 

Both these measures will significantly help bowlers and
it is good for the game of cricket to bring some balance and
hopefully fans will get to see some evenly contested 
matches in this IPL. 

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA 

Respect, care for parents now legal necessity
Madam—A historic decision by the Tamil Nadu High Court
has empowered the dignity and rights of the elderly. The court
has made it clear that if children or heirs fail to properly care
for and serve their elderly parents, the elderly have the full
legal right to reclaim the property they had gifted. This 
decision gives a new direction to the sense of duty and sen-
sitivity towards the elderly in society.

This case involved an elderly woman who, out of love and
trust for her son, transferred her property to him through a
gift deed. However, after her son’s death, her daughter-in-law
began mistreating her and showed a neglectful attitude.
Unable to bear the situation, the elderly woman approached
the court. The court ruled in her favour, stating that if the
children or heirs fail to fulfil their duties, the elderly have the
legal right to reclaim the gifted property.

This verdict has not only provided legal protection to the
elderly but also sent a strong message to society that 
serving and respecting parents is not only a moral obliga-
tion but also a legal duty. If love and care from children are
lacking, the existence of the gift deed can be nullified. This
decision will serve as a milestone in protecting the dignity
and self-respect of the elderly. It reminds every individual
in society that respecting and caring for parents is not just
a duty but a fundamental value of life.

RK JAIN | BARWANI   

Devotees’ trust at stake
Madam—Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s recent
allegations against the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) are purely politically motivated. These accusations,
based on false information, seem to be a deliberate attempt
to mislead devotees and tarnish Hindu sentiments. 
The comments were made with the intention of disregard-
ing the services provided by TTD and spreading misinfor-
mation.

TTD has always been committed to serving devotees with-
out any regional discrimination. The institution ensures that
devotees from all states receive equal treatment, and there
is no scope for favoritism. 

The `300 special entry darshan and VIP darshan tickets
are made available transparently through an online booking
system, ensuring that every 
devotee gets a fair opportunity to have darshan of Lord
Venkateswara. Every day, thousands of devotees from
Telangana successfully book their tickets online and visit the
temple without any hindrance.

Recommendation letters from public representatives are
considered only for the VIP break darshan. 

However, due to limited slots, not all recommendations
can be approved. The claim that TTD has rejected Telangana
leaders’ recommendation letters is entirely false. 

APPANNA GONAPA | VISAKHAPATNAM

The ‘World Happiness Report 2025’
has shown a slight improvement in
India’s ranking, yet it remains unsat-

isfactory. India stands at 118th position
among 147 countries, while Pakistan,
despite its economic instability, is ranked
109th. Finland has secured the top spot
for the eighth consecutive year, followed
by Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, and the
Netherlands. This report highlights that
economic prosperity alone does not
ensure national happiness, rather, a 
combination of social, cultural, adminis-
trative, and psychological factors shapes
a truly content society.

India is one of the fastest-growing
economies, but the extent to which this
growth benefits its citizens remains
debatable. The wealth gap continues to
widen, leading to dissatisfaction and
despair. In contrast, smaller European
nations with limited resources offer better
social security and fair economic distribu-
tion, ensuring greater happiness. India
must focus on redistributing its economic

resources to make prosperity accessible
to all. Social cohesion and community
support play a vital role in happiness.
While India has traditionally had strong
family and social ties, modernisation and
digitalisation have weakened these
bonds, increasing isolation, stress, and
depression.

Western countries emphasise mental
health services, providing free coun-
selling, community interactions, and a
supportive environment. India must 
prioritise mental well-being through
robust policies that encourage social
cooperation and emotional resilience.

Healthcare accessibility and life
expectancy are also crucial determinants
of happiness. Despite improvements,
India’s healthcare system remains inac-
cessible to the general public.
Government hospitals require urgent
reform, while private healthcare remains
unaffordable. 

SACHIN TRIPATHI | SATNA 

ECONOMIC GROWTH ALONE IS NOT A
GUARANTEE OF HAPPINESS

The delimitation exercise, if carried
out, will strike at the very foundation
of federalism in India. It will erode the essence of
democracy. Our voices in parliament will be silenced. Our
rights will be compromised. This is nothing but a
deliberate attempt to undermine certain states. States
that have controlled their population growth, governed
efficiently and contributed significantly to
national progress must not be punished by the
union government.

MK SSTALIN, CCHIEF MMINISTER OOF TTAMIL NADU

TAKE

Leaderspeak

MONIKA S
GARG

(The writer is UP’s Agriculture Production
Commissioner. Views expressed are personal)

(The writer is an adjunct faculty at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies. Views expressed are personal)

As April 2 approaches, India braces for the implementation of
US President Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariffs, a move
poised to reshape the economic landscape between the two
nations. These tariffs aim to equalise the duties imposed by

countries on US exports, targeting nations with higher tariffs on
American goods.

President Trump has criticised countries like India for imposing
substantial tariffs on US products. He made it clear recently when he
said that he believed they (India and others) are probably going to be
lowering those tariffs substantially, but on April 2, and that he would
be charging them the same tariffs they charge US. The  reciprocal 
tariffs are  designed to pressure countries into reducing their tariffs
to match those of the United States.

The introduction of these tariffs could have several implications for
India. Firstly it is going to affect India’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in a big way. Analysts predict a potential reduction in India’s
GDP growth by 5 to 10 basis points from the current estimate of 6.6
per cent. The key industries such as gems and jewelry, pharmaceuti-
cals, and automobiles, which have significant export volumes to the
US, may face increased duties, affecting their competitiveness and
profitability. Moreover, the Indian steel sector is particularly vulnera-
ble. With the US imposing a 25 per cent tariff on steel imports and if
India lowers its steel import duties there are genuine concerns about
cheaper Chinese steel flooding the Indian market and damaging the
Indian steel industries. 

Indian government is yet to figure out how to reciprocate as the
Trump’s deadline is just ten days away. The best bet is diplomatic
negotiations but at the moment the US President is adamant on going
ahead with his plans to wage the trade war on nations who do not
comply with his dictums. Indian officials have been in talks with their
US counterparts to negotiate and potentially mitigate the impact of
the tariffs. India has proactively reduced tariffs on certain US goods,
such as motorcycles and bourbon whiskey, to address US concerns
and foster goodwill. However, lowering the import duties across the
sectors would be disastrous for Indian industry. 

The best bet in this scenario, as other countries are also exploring
and experimenting is to find alternative markets and increase South
South Cooperation (SSC). Efforts are underway to explore alternative
markets for Indian exports to reduce dependence on the US and miti-
gate potential revenue losses. But the problem is far grave as the rip-
ple effects of the tariffs extend beyond direct trade. Increased US tar-
iffs could lead to uncertainty, affecting foreign direct investment
inflows as investors may adopt a cautious approach. 

Trade tensions can lead to volatility in currency markets, impacting
the Indian rupee’s value against major currencies. Higher tariffs on
imported goods could lead to increased prices for consumers, affect-
ing purchasing power and overall consumption. As the deadline
approaches, India’s preparedness and strategic responses will be
crucial in navigating the challenges posed by the US reciprocal 
tariffs. 

India has a strong economic foundation, and while the impact of
these tariffs may be challenging, the country is well-positioned to
weather this unprecedented situation. 

Moreover, as other affected nations like China and Canada devise
strategies to mitigate the impact, India can draw valuable lessons
from their responses to navigate the evolving trade scenario.

India braces for the impact of Trump’s
tariffs, set to take effect on April 2

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



Is humanism as a philosophy leading to
human extinction? The search for an
answer must begin with the Greek sophist
Protagoras’ frequently-qouted aphorism,
“Man is the measure of all things.” It is 

generally considered to be the best encapsulation
of the central message of humanism which
asserts the centrality of humankind’s place in the
cosmic order of things, including both the quo-
tidian and historic flows of time. The value of
everything, according to the Humanist weltan-
schauung has to be judged by its impact on the
well-being of humans. It, however, does not refer
to half of humankind-women. This was obvious-
ly because gender had not become an issue in 
public discourse in Protagoras’ time. He lived from
490 to 420 BCE. As things have changed vastly
since then and the first amendment to his apho-
rism should make it read as. “Humankind is the
measure of all things.”

The need for the second amendment arises
from the nature of humankind’s relationship with
other living beings-animals, birds, fish and
plants-the essence of which is relentless exploita-
tion of these by people, which is driving them to
extinction.  Significantly, the theme of Earth Day,
2019, observed, as in every year, on April 22, was
“Protect our Species.” Elizabeth Kolbert writes in
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History (first
published in 2014), “Very, very occasionally in the
distant past, the planet has undergone change so
wrenching that the diversity of life has plummet-
ed. Five of these ancient events were cata-
strophic enough that they’re put in their
own category: the so-called Big Five. In
what seems like a fantastic coincidence,
but is probably no coincidence at all, the
history of these events is recovered just
as people come to realise that they are
causing another one.”

It has become increasingly clear since
the book first came out in 2014 that the
sixth extinction is around the corner. The
causes are well-known. Seabed mining is
destroying unique ecosystems besides
taking pollution to the deep sea. Rivers
bring toxic industrial waste from hinter-
lands and, as in the case of stretches of
Yamuna close to Delhi, make it impos-
sible for fish to survive in their waters. Oil spills
pollute hundreds of square miles. Increasing car-
bon emission is making sea water acidic and hence
inhospitable to marine life. The consumption of
plastic bags, hunting, poaching, the arrival of inva-
sive species, have disastrous effects. 

Container ships are killing a growing number
of whales through accidents. Japan’s murderous
whaling expeditions are killing hundreds of
whales. Global warming has worsened matters.

All this is the result of human activity, which

has increased sharply as a result of grow-
ing human population, which,  
currently around 8.2 Billion, is, pace UN

projections, set to peak at 10.3 Billion
by the mid-1980s. According to 
another estimate, it is expected to
exceed 10 Billion by 2060. It is not just
their sustenance demands that are
increasing with their numbers.
Market capitalism, with advertising as
its cutting edge, is manufacturing
demands for ever new consumer
goods and leisure activity. 

The result is pressure on nature,
resources and space. Animal habitats
and forests, for example, are destroyed
to make room for townships, facto-

ries and roads, and rail lines linking them. Trees
are cut en masse to provide for lumber for con-
struction, firewood and the furniture industry.

Not surprisingly, Ian Johnston’s report in The
Independent of the United Kingdom of 31 May,
2017, cited scientists writing in a special edition
of the magazine, Nature, that humans were caus-
ing the sixth mass extinction of life on earth.
Chris Jasurek’s piece in The Epoch Times of
October 31, 2018, cites a World Wildlife Fund
report as stating that humans have killed about

60 per cent of animals on the planet since 1970.
The future of humans themselves is at stake.

Population increase is an important cause of accel-
erating human activity. Referring to the soaring
increase in global population under way, Desmond
Morris predicts in The Naked Ape: A Zoologist’s
Study of the Human Animal, that time will come
when “the densities we are now experiencing in
our major cities would exist in every corner of the
globe. The consequences of all this for all forms
of wild animals is obvious. The effect it would have
on our own species is equally depressing.”

Morris adds shortly thereafter, “Long before our
populations reach the levels envisaged above we
shall have broken so many of the rules that gov-
ern our biological nature, that we shall have col-
lapsed as a dominant species. Many exciting
species have become extinct in the past and we
are no exception.” Those dismissing Morris’ pre-
diction as alarmist can argue that the human
mind, which accounts not only for the survival
of the species but its dominance over nature
through technology, will find a way of prevent-
ing this. Nothing of the sort. Technology would
remain a formulation on paper if the environment
in which it has to be applied disappears.

More important, the devising and application
of technologies would require continued and 

serious application of the mind. Paul Shepard
writes in Thinking Animals: Animals and the
Development of Human Intelligence, “the mind
and its organ, the brain, are in reality that part of
us most dependent on the survival of animals. We
are connected to animals by sinews that link
speech to rationality, insight, intuition, and con-
sciousness.” He states that people everywhere had
“a profound, inescapable need for animals” which
“are used in the growth and development of the
human person, in those most priceless qualities
which we lump together as ‘mind.’ Animal
images and forms play a critical role in the 
shaping of personality, identity, and social con-
sciousness. Animals are among the first inhabi-
tants of the mind’s eye. They are “basic to the
development of speech and thought.”

The progressive extinction of species will have
a devastating effect on the human mind, and a
progressive decline of the mind will have its own
disastrous consequences. The mind is the home
of reason and consciousness. As the basis of 
analytical thought, reason is the cutting edge of
the mind. 

Its possession has enabled humankind to cre-
ate a civilisation tailored to cater to its needs, fan-
cies and craving for luxuries, and based on the
exploitation of all other species, who are consid-
ered inferior as they do not have the ability to rea-
son. The argument will, of course, be that reason
would enable people to recognise the deadly con-
sequence of their way of life and retreat from the
brink of the precipice. 

Such optimism is unwarranted. Reason is an
instrument, and not humankind’s defining
attribute, and is often overpowered by passion and
the urge for self-indulgence. The consequences of
global warming and what is to be done to com-
bat it are well known. Yet people are unable to
overcome the growing desire for creature com-
forts, which is so overwhelming that they are inca-
pable of jettisoning it. Many now join the Taliban
or other groups whose obscurantist doctrines do
not stand rational interrogation—as many in Nazi
Germany joined the Sturm Abteilung (SA) and
the Schultz Staffein (SS) steeped in Hitler’s racist
doctrine. If the first instance reflects the failure
of rationality, the second indicates the triumph
of hatred over reason, Not many today realise that
their human supremacist worldview and ruthless
exploitation of non-human living beings is 
facilitating their own extinction. Instead of
killing, they need to nurture and cherish all 
animals, birds, fish and plants. The second
amendment to Protagoras’ aphorism should
transform it to read, “Humankind is the 
preserver and protector of all beings.”

Imagine waking up to an urgent email with the
subject line “immediate action required: your
bank account has been suspended!” or “your

streaming subscription has been terminated—
update your payment details now!” The message no
doubt looks official, with the bank’s or the stream-
ing service’s logo and a professional tone, warning
that your account has been compromised or your
payment details need to be updated immediately.

Panic sets in. You don’t want to lose access to your
hard-earned money or favourite shows. Without
thinking twice, you click the link in the email, which
takes you to what appears to be the official website.
It prompts you to enter your login credentials, bank
details, or social security number. The urgency of the
message makes you act fast until you realise, too late,
that you have just handed over your sensitive infor-
mation to cybercriminals.

This is a classic phishing scam, a 
deceptive tactic that is used by hackers to
trick people into revealing personal and
financial information by pretending to be
a trusted entity. With a single click, all
your accounts, confidentiality and
finances could be at risk. Phishing is a
cyber-attack technique where malicious
actors or hackers attempt to trick peo-
ple into sharing sensitive information,
such as usernames, passwords, and
financial details by using fake websites,
emails, or messages to steal data such as
credit or debit card details and login cre-
dentials. This form of social engineering exploits
human psychology rather than technical vulnerabil-
ities, making it a persistent and evolving threat in the 
digital age. There are numerous types of Phishing
Attacks, such as:

1. Whaling: A specialised type of spear phishing
aimed at high-profile individuals like CEOs or 
government officials, often involving sophisticated
social engineering tactics.

2. E-mail phishing: The most common form,
where attackers send fraudulent emails pretending
to be reputable entities, such as banks or online ser-
vices, urging recipients to click on malicious links
or download harmful attachments.

3. Spear phishing: A targeted attack where hack-
ers gather personal information about their victims
to create personalised, convincing messages that
appear legitimate.

4. Smishing and vishing: Smishing (SMS phish-
ing) uses fraudulent text messages to lure victims,
while vishing (voice phishing) involves phone calls
from attackers impersonating trustworthy 
organisations.

5. Clone Phishing: Attackers replicate legitimate
emails, replacing attachments or links with malicious
versions to deceive recipients.

6. Website Spoofing: Fraudsters create fake web-
sites that closely resemble legitimate ones to trick
users into entering sensitive credentials.

The first and foremost way to prevent yourself from
being a victim is to enable multi-factor 
authentication (MFA), even if credentials are com-
promised for it adds an extra layer of security.
Organisations should conduct regular 
cybersecurity training to raise awareness about 
phishing tactics for their employees.  Even, the Indian
government has taken several initiatives such as the
Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative, Digital India
Campaign and many more to raise awareness about
phishing and enhance cybersecurity among citizens,
businesses and government institutions. The Indian
Government regularly posts cybersecurity tips and
scam alerts through platforms like Twitter
(@Cyberdost) and Facebook and the Cyber Crime
Helpline 1930 allows victims to report phishing
attacks quickly are a few initiatives that aim to guide

how to detect and avoid phishing attacks and
educates users about common phishing
tactics used especially in digital payments,
banking frauds and fake emails. 

As a safety concern, it would be bene-
ficial to install and update antivirus and
anti-phishing tools to detect malicious
content. Before entering any personal
information, one must ensure the web-
site’s URL begins with “https://” and is
authentic, as attackers often use slight
variations of legitimate domains. It is 
crucial to look for red flags such as poor
grammar, urgent requests and generic
greetings that indicate phishing attempts. 

If you fall victim to a phishing scam, act quickly
to minimise damage and protect your personal and
financial information. You may:

i) Immediately turn off your Wi-Fi or unplug your
internet connection to prevent malware from
spreading or further data theft. Report the attack to
the relevant authorities or IT departments.

ii) If you entered your login credentials on a 
phishing site, then change the password of the com-
promised account immediately, followed by updat-
ing other accounts that use the same or similar 
passwords.

iii)  If you entered banking details or made a pay-
ment, then call your bank or credit card provider
immediately explain the situation, and Request to
block or freeze your account if necessary.

There is no denying that phishing remains a preva-
lent cybersecurity threat, but with vigilance and
proactive measures, individuals and organisations can
mitigate risks. As cybercriminals refine their tech-
niques, staying informed and implementing robust
security practices is essential to safeguard personal
and professional data from phishing attacks. Taking
the mentioned steps immediately after falling victim
to a phishing scam can help minimise financial and
data loss while preventing further damage.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, who also oversees the finance
portfolio, recently presented the 2025-26

state budget, aiming to balance fiscal prudence with
developmental aspirations. The budget 
emphasises tourism expansion, green energy, and
rural upliftment as key growth drivers. However,
persistent financial challenges-including declining
central grants, rising debt, and increasing revenue
expenditure-continue to pose significant hurdles to
fiscal management.
Plummeting central grants 

Himachal Pradesh’s fiscal distress stems from 
policy shifts and structural financial limitations. A
major setback has been the sharp reduction in 
central grants, particularly the Revenue Deficit Grant
(RDG), which dropped from ̀ 10,949 Crore in 2021-
22 to `3,257 Crore in 2025-26. Additionally, the
withdrawal of GST compensation has led to a cumu-
lative revenue shortfall of `9,478 Crore, further 
exacerbating the fiscal deficit.

The state’s debt burden has surged to ̀ 1,04,729
Crore, including `29,046 Crore in liabilities
inherited from the previous BJP-led administra-
tion. Capital expenditure has also taken a signif-
icant hit, declining by 46.58 per cent from
`8,485.83 Crore in 2024-25 to ̀ 3,941.85 Crore in
2025-26. This substantial reduction restricts
long-term infrastructure investments, raising
concerns about future economic expansion.

The revenue deficit stands at ̀ 361 Crore (0.83 per
cent of GSDP), while the overall fiscal deficit remains
high at `10,338 Crore (4.04 per cent of GSDP),
reflecting ongoing financial strain despite expen-
diture control efforts. The slight reduction in the
overall revenue deficit-from ̀ 6,486 Crore to ̀ 6,390
Crore-offers little relief, as fiscal imbalances contin-
ue to hinder development prospects.

In contrast, the Union Budget 2025-26 has allo-
cated `11.21 Lakh Crore for capital expenditure,
constituting 3.1 per cent of the national GDP, a 10.1
per cent increase over the previous year’s revised esti-
mate. This disparity in resource allocation leaves
states like Himachal Pradesh struggling to secure
adequate fiscal support.
Pathways to financial stability  

Himachal Pradesh’s fiscal crisis calls for a multi-
pronged approach to revenue generation, ensuring
financial stability while maintaining developmen-
tal momentum. Given the state’s heavy reliance on
central grants and borrowings, the government must
diversify its revenue streams through effective 
taxation policies, asset monetisation, tourism
expansion, and private sector participation. Below
are key areas requiring focused action:
Enhancing tax compliance

Improving tax compliance and minimising 
revenue leakages are crucial for fiscal recovery. The

state must focus on:
Expanding the tax base: Increasing the number

of taxpayers through effective registration drives and
stricter enforcement of tax laws.

Digital tax governance: Implementing advanced
digital tracking systems to monitor tax collections,
curb evasion, and streamline compliance.

Rationalising tax incentives: Reviewing and
eliminating unnecessary tax exemptions that lead
to revenue losses.

Strengthening enforcement: Enhancing audit
mechanisms to detect tax evasion while promoting
voluntary compliance.
Rationalising subsidies

Himachal Pradesh bears a high subsidy burden,
which, while essential for social welfare, often leads

to fiscal strain when not man-
aged effectively. A targeted

subsidy framework is 
necessary to balance welfare
with financial 
sustainability. Key mea-
sures include:

Identifying non-essen-
tial subsidies: Phasing out
benefits that primarily aid
economically well-off sec-
tions while protecting crit-
ical subsidies for health-
care, education, and agri-
culture.

1. Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT): Ensuring sub-
sidies reach intended beneficiaries directly, reduc-
ing middlemen and leakages.

2. Performance-based subsidies: Linking bene-
fits to efficiency and sustainability, particularly in
the power sector, where leakages are common.

3. Encouraging alternative funding models:
Exploring Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
partnerships to support social welfare initiatives.

By curbing wasteful subsidies, the government
can reallocate resources to productive investments,
fostering long-term economic stability.
Monetising state assets

Himachal Pradesh possesses vast underutilised
assets in land, tourism, hydroelectricity, and 
public infrastructure. Monetising these resources can
generate substantial revenue. 

a) Land monetisation: Leasing state-owned land
for commercial and industrial use while ensuring
sustainable development.

b) Maximising hydroelectric revenue: Enhancing
revenue-sharing agreements with power producers
and improving efficiency in the hydropower 
sector.

c) Revamping state properties: Converting
unused government buildings into revenue-gener-
ating assets like hotels, business centers, or 
cultural hubs.

d) Auctioning mineral resources: Regulating and
monetising mineral deposits through transparent
and competitive bidding processes.

Effectively utilising state assets can reduce fiscal
dependence on external sources and create 
sustainable revenue streams.
Seeking ecological compensation 

As a major ecological contributor, Himachal
Pradesh provides critical environmental services,
including carbon sequestration and water 
conservation. However, these contributions often
go uncompensated in national financial allocations.
The state must aggressively advocate for ecological
compensation, estimated at `90,000 Crore 
annually, through:

Financial incentives for forest conservation:
Seeking compensatory grants from the central gov-
ernment.

i) Monetising carbon credits: Participating in
national and international carbon trading markets.

ii) Eco-taxation: Imposing green taxes on 
businesses impacting the environment, with 
revenues directed toward conservation efforts.

iii) Securing environmental compensation will
provide much-needed fiscal support while reinforc-
ing Himachal’s commitment to sustainability.
Boosting tourism revenue 

Tourism is a cornerstone of Himachal Pradesh’s
economy, yet its revenue potential remains under-
utilised. The government must focus on:

i) Eco-tourism and adventure tourism:
Developing sustainable resorts, trekking trails, and
adventure sports facilities.

ii) Religious tourism infrastructure: Enhancing
connectivity and amenities around 
pilgrimage sites.

iii) Cultural and heritage tourism: Restoring 
historical sites and promoting Himachal’s unique
culture and handicrafts.

iv) Better taxation and regulation: Ensuring prop-
er taxation of tourism-related businesses to minimise
revenue leakages.

v) With strategic investments and promotional
efforts, tourism-driven revenue can significantly
reduce dependence on external grants.

vi) Himachal Pradesh stands at a critical econom-
ic juncture where strategic action is essential to over-
come fiscal distress. 

By diversifying revenue streams, strengthening
tax governance, optimising state resources, and fos-
tering private sector collaboration, the state can nav-
igate financial challenges while sustaining 
economic growth. 

A well-implemented, multi-sectoral strategy will
not only bridge fiscal deficits but also position
Himachal Pradesh as a model of financial resilience.
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The human race stands at a critical juncture, where its unchecked expansion and relentless exploitation of the natural world threaten
its own survival. The pressing need to amend Protagoras’ aphorism “Man is the measure of all things” has never been more urgent
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THE RESULT IS PRESSURE ON
NATURE, RESOURCES AND SPACE.
ANIMAL HABITATS AND FORESTS,

FOR EXAMPLE, ARE DESTROYED TO
MAKE ROOM FOR TOWNSHIPS,

FACTORIES AND ROADS, AND RAIL
LINES LINKING THEM. TREES ARE
CUT EN MASSE TO PROVIDE FOR
LUMBER FOR CONSTRUCTION,

FIREWOOD AND THE FURNITURE
INDUSTRY

Humanism and the world
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I Am Manjinder Singh @ 

Baljinder Singh S/O 

Jaswinder Singh R/O Village 

Kamalwala Tehsil And District 

Fazilka. I Am The Same 

Person And I Am Known By 

Both Names. 

I, Aashish Kumar S/O 

Surender Kumar R/O 

Balbehra Road Cheeka Tehsil 

Guhla District Kaithal 

Haryana Have Changed My 

Name From Ashish Kumar To 

Aashish Kumar. 

I Kevin Knight Alias 

Kamal Kumar S/O Dilbagh 

Singh, House No. 160, Guru 

Teg Bahdar Nagar, Sector 14, 

Kharar Sas Nagar (Mohali) 

Punjab Have Change My 

Name From Kevin Knight 

Alias Kamal Kumar To Kevin 

Knight. 

I Nishtha W/O Atul 

Khindria R/O H.No. 6519, 

Block G Aero City, Distt. 

Mohali, Have Changed My 

Name From Nishtha To 

Nishtha Khindria 

I Rakesh Gupta S/O 

Khet Pal R/O House No. 574, 

Sector 4 Panchkula, Haryana, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Rakesh Gupta To 

Rakesh Kumar. 

I, Army No- 13765588m, 

Hav Gurprit Singh (Retd) 

(Uidai No- 870570499368) 

Resident Of Vpo- Khokhar, 

Teh- Sri Muktsar Sahib, Distt- 

Sri Muktsar Sahib, Punjab- 

152025, Declared That, In My 

Army Service Documents/ 

Records Name Of My Mother 

Is Erroneously Recorded As 

Surjeet Kaur Whereas Her 

Correct Name Is Sukhjeet 

Kaur As Mentioned In Her 

Aadhar Card, Pan Card, Voter 

Card & Passport. All 

Concerned Please Note. 

I Rekha W/O Vishavnath 

R/O Guru Teg Bahadur 

Colony Vpo Tanda Ram 

Sahai. Mukerian Hoshiarpur 

Punjab, Have Changed My 

Name From Rekha To Rekha 

Mehra. 

I Shaila Awasthi W/O 

Yogesh Awasthi R/O Flat No. 

8  2nd Floor 4br, Block-A1, 

Gulmohar City Dera Bassi 

Distt Mohali Have Changed 

My Name From Sayala To 

Shaila Awasthi 

I Sushil Kumar S/O 

Ramesh Chand Sharma R/O 

197 A First Floor Block A-4 

Mubarikpur Road, Silver City 

Themes, Dera Bassi Sas 

Nagar Mohali, Punjab, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sushil Kumar To Sushil 

Kumar Sharma. 

I Alka Dabra Wife Of 

Shivpal Singh R/O H. No. 

9856 St. No. 01 Bawa Colony 

Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Name Alka 

Kalra. 

I, H.S. Saini S/O Sh. 

Bara Singh R/O House No. 

121, Sector-78, Tehsil & 

District S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, 

Have Change My Name From 

H.S. Saini To Harpal Singh 

I, Kasturi Devi, Wife Of 

Sukhwinder Singh, Resident 

Of House No. 1355, Sector 

22, Dera Colony, Derabassi, 

District Mohali, Have 

Changed My Name To 

Kamaljeet Kaur. 

I Navjot Kaur Minhas 

W/O Harpal Singh R/O House 

No. 4070, Sector 68, Sas 

Nagar Mohali (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name From 

Navjot Kaur Minhas To Navjot 

Kaur 

I, Ravinder Kaur W/O 

Amneet Singh, R/O Vill 

Malakpur, Po Lalru, Distt- Sas 

Nagar Mohali, Punjab 

140501, That I Have To  

Change My Name Ravinder 

To Ravinder Kaur For All 

Purposes, For All Future 

Purposes. 

I, Jai Shiri, Widowed D/O 

Ex Hav Bhup Singh, Resident 

Of Vpo-Farmana,, Tehsil And 

Distt, Sonepat, Want To 

Change My Name And Date 

Of Birth From Jai Shiri & Dob 

17.7.1962 As Recorded In 

The Service Documents Of 

My Late Father To Jaishri And 

Dob 4.7.1962 As Recorded In 

My Civil Documents Vide 

Affidavit Dated 21.3.2025 At 

Sonepat, 

I, No. 13624845p Hav  

Amit Kumar Son Of 

Ramchander Singh Unit 19 

Mahar Presently Residence 

Of Vill-Tigrana, Po-Tigrana, 

Teh & Distt Bhiwani, Haryana 

127031 The Name Of My 

Father Been Wrongly 

Recorded As Ramchander 

Singh Instead Of Ram 

Chander In My Service 

Record Hence, Name My 

Father Changed To Ram 

Chander For All Future 

Purpose 

I, Jagdeep Singh S/O 

Surjit Singh R/O Doda, Tehsil 

Gidderbaha, Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Name Jagdeep 

Singh Brar To Jagdeep Singh. 

I Vijai Kumar S/O Sh. 

Mangat Ram Sharma R/O 

Flat No. 266, D-2, Penta 

Home, Vip Road, Zirakpur, 

Po: Zirakpur, Sas Nagar, 

Mohali (Punjab)-140603 I 

Have Changed My Name 

From Vijai Kumar To Vijay 

Kumar. 

I, Parveen Kumar S/o 

Nasib Chand Bansal R/o H. 

No. 141, Sector-13, Hisar, 

Haryana-125001 declare 

that I have changed my 

name from Praveen Kumar 

Bansal to Parveen Kumar for 

all future purpose.  

I, Parvinder Kaur W/o 

Balraj Singh R/o Near Sabji 

Mandi, Gali Amritsaria Wali, 

Ward No 12, Rania, Tehsil 

Rania, Distt. Sirsa have 

changed my name to 

Parwinder Kaur. 

I, Amandeep Kaur 

Bajwa Wife of Gurdeep 

Singh R/o H. No. 216, 

Mohan Vihar, Po Ladhewali, 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Amandeep Kaur 

Bajwa to Amandeep  

I, Krishana Devi W/o 

Shri Pritam Singh R/o Vill. 

Syari, PO. Khararhatti, Teh. 

Arki, Distt. Solan (HP) have 

changed my minor 

daughter's name from 

Luckshita Pal to Lakshita 

Pal.. 

I, Ravi Dutt S/o Leela 

Dutt R/o Vill. Dhab, PO. 

Patta, Teh. Krishangarh, 

Distt. Solan (HP) have 

changed my minor Son's 

name from Surmander Singh 

to Lavish. 

I, Ravi Dutt S/o Leela 

Dutt R/o Vill. Dhab, PO. 

Patta, Teh. Krishangarh, 

Distt. Solan (HP) have 

changed my minor Son's 

name from Khimander Singh 

to Sujal. 

I, Rinky W/o Harsh 

Mukhija R/o Guru Nanak 

Colony, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed 

my name Rinky Chhabra 

I, Shiv Om Sharma S/o 

Amar Nath Sharma R/o vill 

Bakhli, Tehsil Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have Changed 

My Name Shiv Om S/o Amar 

Nath 

I, Sarbjeet kaur w/o 

malkeet Singh Vill. Ajrana 

khurd Tehsil Thanser 

Kurukshetra have Changed 

my name Sarabjeet kaur. 

I Puja Lodh W/o Des 

Raj R/o #994  Teli Mandi 

Ambala GPO that I have 

changed my name from Puja 

Lodh to Pooja. Concerned 

note 

I Guddi Devi Lodh W/o 

Ram Chander R/o H.no. 

1038/1 Bengali Mohalla that 

I have changed my name 

from Guddi Devi Lodh to 

Guddi Devi . Concerned 

note. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur W/o 

Jitender Singh Virk R/o 

H.No. 1029-P, Sector-8, 

Urban Estate, Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Ramandeep Kaur to (Given 

Name (Ramandeep) & 

Surname (Kaur). In future I 

should be known as Given 

Name (Ramandeep) & 

Surname (Kaur). 

I hitherto known as 

Dinesh Kumar Son of Shri 

Nawas resident of H.No. 80 

Shakti Nagar Jalandhar, 

Punjab India-144001 have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Dinesh Katyal. 

I, Kulwinder Pal Attri 

S/o Fauji Ram R/o H.No. 31-

A, Nijatam Nagar, Basti Nau, 

Opp Park, Jalandhar-

144002, Punjab have 

changed my daughter's 

name from Kavya to Kavya 

Attri. 

I, Daljit S/o Thakar Ram 

R/o Village Arjanwal, District 

Jalandhar declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Daljit to Daljit Kumar, Please 

note the relevant. 

I, Avinash Singh S/o 

Jarnail Singh VPO Jaura 

Chhatran, Tehsil/ Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

Name from Abnash Singh to 

Avinash Singh.Concerned 

Note.  

I, No. 15776050X Rank 

HAV (DMT) Name Kamlesh 

Tiwari presently residing at 

Vill – Ijari Pipra, PO – 

Salempur, Teh – Ara, Dist – 

Bhojpur, State – Bihar, have 

changed the name of my 

daughter from Pragya to 

Pragya Tiwari vide Affidavit 

No IN-PB18783842036954X 

Dated 21-03-2025 before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

(Punjab). 

I, Valabhai father of No. 

15798894N Rank SEP 

(Gunner) Name Miyatra 

Bharatkumar Valabhai 

presently residing at VPO – 

Mota Dahisara  Tehsil – 

Maliya, Dist – Rajkot, State – 

Gujarat, have changed my 

name from Valabhai to 

Miyatra Valjibhai Lakhabhai 

vide Affidavit No IN-

PB18762689425742X Dated 

21-03-2025 before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Kumuben mother of 

No. 15798894N Rank SEP 

(Gunner) Name Miyatra 

Bharatkumar Valabhai 

presently residing at VPO – 

Mota Dahisara  Tehsil – 

Maliya, Dist – Rajkot, State – 

Gujarat, have changed my 

name from Kumuben to 

Kamuben Valaji Miyatra vide 

Affidavit No IN-

PB18760431427744X Dated 

21-03-2025 before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Tilak Raj S/o Ram 

Partap R/O H. No.744, 

Sector-14 Teh. & Distt. 

Sonipat, Haryana 131001 

declare that Tilak Raj and 

Tilak Raj Saggi both name 

are same and one person. 

I, Surender Pal S/o Sh. 

Diwan Chand R/o H.No. 207, 

C-Block, Sirsa (Haryana). 

That I have changed my 

name from Surender Pal to 

Surinder Pal, in future my 

name is to be called as 

Surinder Pal. 

I, Mohinder Kaur W/o 

Gurcharan Singh R/o  Village 

Hajipur, Julkan, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my 

name to Manjinder Kaur. 

I, Mahinder Kaur W/o 

Late Jagdis Singh R/o H.No. 

1339, St. No. 13, Guru Nanak 

Nagar, Patiala (Punjab) 

declare that both names 

Mahinder Kaur and Mohinder 

Kaur are mine and of one 

same person and Jagdis 

Singh and Jagdish Singh, 

both names are of my 

husband and of one same 

person. 

I, Vidithotma Devi, 

Mother of Army No. 

14950953L Rank: Sep Name: 

Gaurav Singh, Unit: 6 Mech 

Inf C/o 56 APO, R/o Gosil, 

Tehri Garhwal, Hindolakhal, 

State Uttarkhand, Pin- 

249122, have changed my 

name from Vidithotma Devi to 

Vidhotama Devi. 

I, Subdei Devi, Mother of 

Army No. 14937658K Rank: 

Hav Name: Bhagwan Singh 

Negi, Unit: 6 Mech Inf C/o 56 

APO, R/o Arkhund, 

Rudraprayag, Arkhund, State 

Uttarkhand, Pin- 246425, 

have changed my name from 

Subdei Devi to Shubh Dei and 

Date of Birth from 01/07/1963 

to 01/07/1960. 

I, Prem Singh Negi, 

Father of Army No. 

14937658K Rank: Hav Name: 

Bhagwan Singh Negi, Unit: 6 

Mech Inf C/o 56 APO, R/o 

Arkhund, Rudraprayag, 

Arkhund, State Uttarkhand, 

Pin- 246425, have changed 

my name from Prem Singh 

Negi to Prem Singh and Date 

of Birth from 01/07/1960 tο 

08/07/1944. 

I, Priyanka Legally 

Wedded Wife of Army No. 

14932849P Rank: Hav Name 

Subhash V Unit: 6 Mech Inf (1 

Garh Rif) C/o 56 APO, 

Resident of Aswathy, South 

West Thazhava, Thazhava, 

Po Thazhava, Kollam, State 

Kerala, Pin 690523, have 

changed my name from 

Priyanka to Priyanka A. 

I, Army No. 14940994F 

Rank: Nk Sheikh Ameer 

Sheikh Khalil Unit: 6 Mech Inf 

(1 Grah Rif) C/o 56 APO, 

Permanent Resident of 

Station Area Telephone 

Colony, Near Majid, Hatgaon, 

PO. Murtizapur, District Akola, 

Maharashtra -444107, have 

changed my son's name from 

Sheikh Arshmaan to Sheikh 

Arshmaan Sheikh Ameer. 

I, Namita Khunger alias 

Namita Mehta W/o Sh. 

Ashwani Kumar R/o #128 

Part-1, Near Shri Luxmi 

Narayan Mandir, Sector-20, 

HUDA, Sirsa (Haryana). That 

I have changed my name 

from Namita Khunger alias 

Namita Mehta to Namita after 

Marriage, in future my name 

is to be called as Namita. 

I, Harbhagwan Mehta 

S/o Sh. Amra Ram R/o H.No. 

97, E-Block, Sirsa (Haryana). 

That I have changed my 

name from Harbhagwan 

Mehta to Har Bhagwan, in 

future my name is to be called 

as Har Bhagwan. 

I, Saroj Bala W/o No. 

3168340Y, Ex Naik (Late) 

Rajbir Singh R/o VPO - 

Ahulana, Teh. - Gohana, Distt. 

- Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Saroj 

to Saroj Balai vide affidavit 

dated 20 Mar 2025 before 

Sonipat (Haryana) Court. In 

future I should be known as 

only Saroj Bala. 

I, Balram  S/o No. 

2896364N, Ex Naik (Late) 

Sajjan Kumar R/o VPO - 

Baroda, Teh. - Gohana, Distt. 

- Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from 

Balram Singh to Balram vide 

affidavit dated 20 Mar 2025 

before Sonipat (Haryana) 

Court. In future I should be 

known as only Balram. 

I, Kusum Lata D/o Sh. 

Jaswant Singh R/o H.No. 

10/346, Ther Mohalla, Shahid 

Udham Singh Nagar, Sirsa-

125055 (Haryana) have 

declare that Lata is my 

surname and Kusum is my 

given name. 

I Navjot Kaur Gill W/O 

Joginder Singh Gill R/O Near 

Bus Stand Patti Jagga Vpo. 

Dala Moga (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name To Navjot 

Kaur. 

I Joginder Singh Gill S/O 

Bhag Singh R/O Near Bus 

Stand Vpo. Dala Moga 

(Punjab) Have Changed My 

Name To Joginder Singh. 

I Jinder Ram S/O Mamu 

Ram R/O Village Jamalpur 

Tehsil Phagwara District 

Kapurthala Have Changed 

My Name From Jinder Ram 

To Jinder Pal. 

I Kamaljit S/O Balvir 

Chand R/O Village Begampur 

Tehsil Phagwara Distt. 

Kapurthala Have Changed 

My Name To Kamaljit Kumar. 

I Suneha D/O Rakesh 

Kumar R/O Ward No.11 

Mudki (Ferozepur) Have 

Changed My Name From 

Suneha To Suneha Jabalia. 

I Shinderpal Kaur W/O 

Hari Singh R/O Maluka Distt. 

Bathinda Have Changed My 

Name To Surinder Kaur. 

I Jaspreet Singh 

Manchanda S/O Jatinder Pal 

Singh R/O H.No.471-G Near 

City Center S.B.S. Nagar 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Jaspreet Singh. 

I Monu Kumar S/O 

Gurmail Singh R/O Vpo. 

Nandachaur, Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab Declare That My 

Given Name As Monu And My 

Surname As Kumar. 

I Jaspal Singh S/O Atma 

Singh Saini R/O H.No.221 

Railway Mandi, Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Declare That My 

Given Name As Jaspal And 

My Surname As Singh. 

I Manoj Kumar S/O Som 

Dutt R/O H.No.B-2,MCH-

92/12-B Street No.3 Shalimar 

Nagar Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name To Manoj 

Kumar Gaur. 

I Gaurav S/O Dhani Ram 

R/O Vpo. Nangal Shahidan 

District Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name 

Gaurav To Gaurav Prajapati. 

I Nivedita Gupta W/O 

Parshotam Kumar Gupta R/O 

H.No B-1.MCH 478/2 Sukh 

Nagar Bahadurpur 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To 

Navedita Gupta. 

I Anurag S/O Daulat 

Ram R/O Vill. Bassi Maroof 

Hussainpur P.O. Baghpur 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To 

Anurag Guggi. 

I Sarabjit Kaur W/O 

Darbara Singh R/O Vill. Pota 

P.O. Tangralian Tehsil 

Mukerian District Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Sarvjeet Kaur. 

I Rupinder Kaur Tatla 

W/O Manjit Singh R/O Vpo. 

Jalalabad East Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Rupinder Kaur. 

म� नरेश कुमार पु� ;ी ई<र 

िसंह िनवासी वाड= नं. 13 

नारायणगढ़ तहसील नारायणगढ़ 

िजला अंबाला ह6रयाणा म.ने अपने 

बेटो ंके नाम बदलकर गव= से गव= 

रंगा तथा ईशान से ईशान रंगा रख 

िलया है, भिव2 म� मेरे लड़को ंको 

गव= रंगा व ईशान रंगा के नाम से 

जाना जाए। 

 म� का�ा देवी पBी 3गCय 

;ी फूलचंद िनवासी गांव काला 

आ#, तहसील नारायणगढ़, िजला 

अंबाला, ह6रयाणा, म.ने अपनी बेटी 

मंजू बाला का नाम बदलकर अंजू 

सैनी रख िलया है, भिव2 म� मेरी 

बेटी को अंजू सैनी (Anju Saini) के 

नाम से जाना जाए। 

I, Digambar Singh Am 

Father Of No.4211045h L/Nk 

Mahipal Singh Presently 

Residing At Village- Falsaun, 

Post- Ghatti, Tehsil- 

Bhikiyasan, District- Almora, 

Uttarakhand, Pin-263646, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Digember Singh To 

Digambar Singh Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb18820532810365x 

Dated 21 March 2025 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Kumari Munni Spouse 

Of No.3204123w Hav Vikram 

Singh Resident Of Village- 

Kasan, Post- Kasan, Tehsil- 

Kaithal, District- Kaithal, 

State- Haryana, Pin-136027, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Kumari Munni To Munni 

Devi Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb11142398547836x Dated 

27 2025 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, Renu Kumari Wife Of 

No Jc-613162f Rank Sub 

(Clk Sd) Name Bhagmal 

Singh Residing Of Village & 

Post - Marot(206), Tehsil - 

Matanhail, Distt – Jhajjar, 

State – Haryana, Pin – 

124106, Have Changed My 

Name And Dob From Renu 

Kumari, Dob 01/01/1978 To 

Reenu Kumari, Dob 

01/01/1973 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 21 Mar 2025 Sworn 

Before Notary Public Satpal, 

Pathankot.   Please Correct 

It. 

I, Yohendra Singh 

Father Of Army No Jc-

673891n Rank Sub/Clk (Sd) 

Name Anand Kumar 

Resident Of Vill – Jhurkusiya, 

Post – Narayanpur, Teshil – 

Pirpainti, District -  Bhagalpur, 

State – Bihar, Pin – 813209, 

Have Changed My Name 

And Date Of Birth From 

Yohendra Singh, Dob – 45 Y 

To  Yogendra Prasad Singh, 

Dob 19/02/1956 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 21 Mar 2025 Sworn 

Before Notary Public Satpal, 

Pathankot.   Please Correct 

It. 

I, Kulwinder Kaur W/O 

Manjeet Singh Resident Of 

Village Phoolpur Garewal,  

Tehsil And District Rupnagar 

(Punjab) Have Changed My 

Name From Kulwinder Kaur 

To Kulvinder Kaur. 

I, Harpreet Kaur W/O S. 

Nirmaljit Singh R/O H.No. 

652, Model Town, Jalandhar 

City, Punjab, India Declare 

That My Actual Name Is 

Harpreet Kaur.In Some 

Documents My Name Is 

Mentioned Harpreet Kaur 

And In Some Documents My 

Name Is Mentioned As 

Harpreet.Harpreet Kaur And 

Harpreet One And The Same 

Person. 

I, Army No: 15421549f 

Rank- Nk/Dvr Name- Nojo C 

Chacko Presently Posted At 

Unit: Command Hospital 

Chandimandir, Panchkula, 

Haryana Permanent 

Address: Chakkalathara 

House, Ambalavattom Vill: 

Ananganadi, Post: 

Panamanna, District, 

Palakkad, State: Kerala, 

Pincode: 679501 Declare In 

My Service Record My 

Mother Name Wrongly 

Mentioned As Omana But As 

Per Civil/Govt Document My 

Mother Correct Name Is 

Omana K A. Vide Affidavit 

No-48aa 901597, Dated: 

21/03/2025 

I Sital Parkash @ 

Sheetal Parkash S/O 

Jagminder Dass R/O 

Mohalla Joshian, Raikot, 

Distt Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Shital 

Parkash. 

I Ramvinder Kaur W/O 

Balwant Singh, R/O Raikot, 

Distt Ludhiana, Have 

Changed My Name To 

Rajwinder Kaur.  

I, Neeru Goyal W/o 

Ashok Kumar Goyal R/o 

Maur Mandi Teh-Maur Distt. 

Bathinda have changed my 

name from Kanta Rani to 

Neeru Goyal. 

I, Varinder Kumar S/O 

Hukam Chand R/O H.No.19, 

Gurdarshan Nagar, Patiala 

Have Changed My Name To 

Varinder Kumar Bansal. 

I, Karamjit Singh S/o 

Lal Singh R/o Vill. Khanal 

Khurd Teh-Dirba Distt 

Sangrur declare that both 

Karamjit Singh and Karmjeet 

Singh are my names and i 

am called by both names. 

I, Rajni W/o Lalit Kumar 

R/o T-103 Jaipuria Sunrise 

Green VIP Road Zirakpur, 

S.A.S.Nagar (Mohali)  

Punjab-140603 have 

changed my name to Rajni 

Garg. 

I, Sanchi D/o Lalit 

Kumar R/o T-103 Jaipuria 

Sunrise Green VIP Road 

Zirakpur, S.A.S.Nagar 

(Mohali). Punjab-140603 

have changed my name to 

Sanchi Garg. 

 I, Sanjiv Kumar S/O 

Om Prakash, R/O Village 

Hamjheri Teh Patran, District 

Patiala (Punjab) Declare 

That I Am Known As Both 

Sanjeev Kumar And Sanjiv 

Kumar. Are My Names And I 

Am Called By Both Names. 

I, Harminder Kaur W/o 

Naib Singh Brar R/o Kamra 

Patti, Jaitu (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to 

Harminder Kaur Brar. 

I Lakhvir Kaur alias 

Lakhwinder Kaur wife of 

Gurdeep Singh resident of 

village Shahpur P.O Bujrak 

Tehsil Samana Distt Patiala 

known by both names 

Lakhvir Kaur and 

Lakhwinder Kaur. Both 

names are mine. Please 

note relevant. 

I, Diljeet Kaur W/o 

Jagmeet Singh R/o Vill: 

Khudian Gulab Singh Teh-

Malout Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have changed my 

name to Daljit Kaur. 

I, Savita Rani Wd/o 

Suresh Kumar R/o 

H.No.212/1/7/A, St.No.5, 

Lashman Nagar, Ludhiana 

(Punjab) declare that my 

name be read as given 

name Savita and surname 

Rani. 

I Grainder  Jit Kaur 

W/O Harbans Singh  R/O 

Gali No 1 Preet Nagar Near 

Markfed  Chowk Kapurthala 

Have Changed My Name 

From Grainder Jit Kaur To 

Gurinderjit  Kaur. 

I Ekta Kochhar W/o 

Late Rajnik Bhalla R/o #5710 

Mahajani Street Lahori Gate 

Patiala have changed my 

name to Ekta Bhalla. 

I Sukhjeet Kaur W/o 

Jaswant Singh R/o #75 Air 

Avenue Kheri Gujran P.O 

Patiala Distt Patiala have 

changed my name to Sukhjit 

Kaur. 

I Anurag Jindal S/o 

Sham Lal Jindal R/o 13 New 

Lal Bagh Colony Patiala 

have changed my name to 

Anuraag Jindal. 

I Neelam Rani W/o Sh. 

Rohtash Kumar R/o Village 

Sultanian, Teh. Guhla, Distt. 

Kaithal have changed my 

name to Neelam Devi. 

I, Saroj Bala Wife of 

Army No. JC-493201W, 

Rank Nb Sub, Name Ajit 

Singh, Presently Residence 

at Achchhapur, Tehsil and 

District Churu, State 

Rajasthan PIN 331305, have 

changed my Name from 

Saroj Devi to Saroj Bala vide 

affidavit 

No.PB1857978415978X,Dat

ed 21 March 2025 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No.JC-492715F, 

Rank Nb Sub, Name Nemi 

Chand, Presently Residence 

at Village Dholakhera, Tehsil 

Udaipurwati, District 

Jhunjhunun, State Rajasthan 

PIN 333307, have changed 

my minor Son Name from 

Priyanshu to Priyanshu 

Kumar, vide affidavit 

No.PB18591048189953X, 

Dated 21 March 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No.JC-492715F, 

Rank Nb Sub, Name Nemi 

Chand, Presently Residence 

at Village Dholakhera, Tehsil 

Udaipurwati, District 

Jhunjhunun, State Rajasthan 

PIN 333307, have changed 

my minor daughter Name 

from KM Vinita to Vinita 

Kumari, vide affidavit 

No.PB18588177987473X, 

Dated 21 March 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Mukesh Devi Wife of 

Army No.JC-492715F, Rank 

Nb Sub, Name Nemi Chand, 

Presently Residence at 

Village Dholakhera, Tehsil 

Udaipurwati, District 

Jhunjhunun, State Rajasthan 

PIN 333307, have changed 

my Name from Mukesh to 

Mukesh Devi vide affidavit 

No.PB18593454428322X,D

ated 21 March 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, P Niroshaviolet Mary 

is Legally Wife of Army No. 

15323144A Rank Hav Name 

F Amala Dass of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

resident Vadakaraitalanur, 

Village. Vadagaraithalanur 

Distirct Villupuram P.o. 

Vadakaraithaynur State 

Tamil Nadu Pin-605752 

Declare That my Name A 

Niroshaviolet mary Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Husband 

Army Service Record but my 

correct Name is P 

Niroshaviolet Mary. 

I, Army No. 16134181A 

Rank Spr Name Sajeev S Of 

Unit 03 Engr Regt. C/O 56 

Apo, Pin-914003 Have 

Changed My Mother Name 

From Sheeja Santhosh To 

Sheeja P R Vide Affidavit 

Notary Ferozepur. 
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BBMBreceives CBIP Award for its iconic Bhakra 

Nangal Project 

Chandigarh: The Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMB) has 

been honoured with the prestigious CBIP Award for “Best 

Maintained Project (only functional structures- minimum age 50 

Years)” Category for its iconic Bhakra Nangal Project in 

recognition of BBMB’s exceptional efforts in maintaining this 

monumental infrastructure project for over 50 years.This esteemed 

accolade was presented at the CBIP Day Celebrations and Award 

Presentation Ceremony, held on March 21st, 2025 at New Delhi. 

The Central Board of Irrigation and Power (CBIP) confers these 

awards in its continuous endeavour to promote excellence across 

the Water, Power, and Renewable Energy sectors and to 

acknowledge the remarkable contributions of organizations, 

stakeholders, and professionals in these fields. 

Bank of Baroda launches the Baroda 

mDigiNext Mobile App transformingCash 

Management Services for Corporate Clients

Mumbai: Bank of Baroda (Bank), one of India’s leading 

public sector banks, today announced the launch of the Baroda 

mDigiNext mobile app, a dedicated cash management services 

app for the Bank’s corporate customers usingBaroda Cash 

Management Services (BCMS). This makes Bank of Baroda 

amongst the few banks in Indiato introduce an app exclusively 

to service corporates’ cash management needs. Offering a range 

of critical payment functionalities, the Baroda mDigiNext 

mobile appaims to transform how businesses manage their 

working capital and cash flows, bringing in greater efficiencies 

and facilitating faster execution and ease of operations. 

An annual prize distribution ceremony was organized on 

Friday, 21 March 2025 at Sanskrit College Phagli, in which 

MLA Shimla Urban Harish Janartha ji participated as the chief 

guest. Retired Principal Sanskrit College Phagli Dr. Ramdutt 

Sharma ji was present in the program president Kerup.  Along 

with this, Mr. Anurag Parashar ji was the Additional Director 

Electricity Department as special guests.  

SUEZ Organizing a Water Conservation Quiz 

on World Water Day in Shimla 

Shimla: Under the joint initiative of SJPNL and SUEZ India, a 

quiz competition on water conservation will be organized in various 

schools of the capital, Shimla, on the occasion of World Water Day 

on Saturday. Around 1,000 students from different schools in the 

city will participate in this quiz competition. Students who perform 

exceptionally well in the competition will be awarded to further 

motivate them. Providing more information, a spokesperson from 

SUEZ stated that the objective of this initiative is to raise awareness 

among students about water conservation and familiarize them with 

the Shimla Water Project. He further mentioned that students 

participating in the competition will be asked important questions 

related to water conservation, giving them an opportunity to 

understand the significance of saving water.  

Delhi Public School Jhakri Alumnus 

Commissioned as Lieutenant in Indian Army 

Shivam Minhas, son of Mrs. Raman Minhas and Mr. Devinder 

Kumar Minhas, and a distinguished alumnus of Delhi Public 

School Jhakri (Session 2015-16), has been commissioned as a 

Lieutenant in the Indian Army. This exceptional achievement 

is a testament to Shivam's hard work, dedication, and 

perseverance. He has brought honor not only to himself but also 

to his family, school, and community.  The pinnacle of Shivam's 

achievement is the coveted Sword of Honour, awarded to him 

for being the Overall Best All Round Officer Cadet. This 

prestigious award is a recognition of his outstanding 

performance and leadership qualities. 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA United Nations

Freed Israeli hostage Eli Sharabi, who was beaten,
chained and starved while held for 491 days by Hamas,
expressed his anger during an appearance at the UN

Security Council on Thursday for having to suffer for so
long and worry every day about being killed.

“Where was the United Nations? Where was the Red
Cross? Where was the world?” Sharabi asked. He challenged
the UN’s most powerful body: “If you stand for humanity
prove it” by bringing home the 59 hostages still in Gaza,
many of whom are believed to be dead. 

The fate of the remaining hostages became more uncer-
tain after Israel on Tuesday ended a six-week break in the
fighting that had allowed for the return of some hostages
in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. Sharabi said the coun-
cil talked about the need to get humanitarian aid to
Palestinians in Gaza, but he saw Hamas militants eating
stolen food from dozens of boxes marked with UN
emblems while the hostages starved. They were given maybe
a piece of pita and a sip of tea a day, and an occasional dry
date, he said. 

When he was released on Feb 8, Sharabi said he weighed
44 kilos (about 97 pounds) — less than the weight of his
youngest daughter, who was killed along with his wife and
older daughter in Hamas’ surprise attack in southern Israel
on Oct 7, 2023, along with about 1,200 others. He was among
251 people taken hostage. The United States in November
vetoed a UN Security Council resolution demanding an
immediate cease-fire in Gaza because it was not linked to
an immediate release of the hostages. 

The Palestinians and their supporters then went to the
193-member General Assembly, which adopted a resolu-
tion in December demanding a ceasefire and reiterating its

demand for the release of the hostages. Unlike Security
Council resolutions, though, those passed by the General
Assembly are nonbinding. 

The ceasefire that went into effect in January was shat-
tered on Tuesday with surprise airstrikes on Gaza that killed
more than 400 Palestinians, one of the highest death tolls
in the nearly 18-month war. Gaza’s Health Ministry said most
victims were women and children.

Sharabi’s appearance before the council, the second by a
freed hostage, followed an Israeli request last week for a
meeting on the plight of the hostages.

Britain’s deputy ambassador James Kariuki called Sharabi’s
suffering “beyond the imagination” and said “Hamas must
be held accountable for their despicable actions.”

But Kariuki also said the UK condemns Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz’s “warning of the total destruction of
Gaza.” Britain calls for the rapid resurgence of aid to Gaza,
an investigation into allegations of sexual and gender-based
violence against Palestinian detainees by Israeli forces, and
an urgent return to the ceasefire deal, he said.

France’s new UN ambassador, Jérôme Bonnafont,
expressed his country’s deepest condolences to Sharabi but
also condemned the resumption of Israel’s bombing, say-
ing it will not ensure the release of hostages, and demand-
ed an end to Israel’s humanitarian blockade of Gaza.

Russia’s deputy UN ambassador Dmitry Polyansky told
the council, “Our hearts were filled with sorrow as we lis-
tened to the tragic story of Mr Eli Sharabi,” adding “such
brutality can have no justification.”

Polyansky criticized Israel’s leaders for not moving to phase
2 of the ceasefire deal, which calls for the release of all hostages
and a permanent end to the fighting. He said it’s difficult to
discuss the future when Israel’s military and political lead-
ers appear to have made the choice in favor of war. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA New York

AUS federal judge has blocked the depor-
tation of an Indian student at
Georgetown University who was arrest-

ed after federal authorities accused him of
“actively spreading Hamas propaganda”.

Badar Khan Suri is a postdoctoral fellow at
the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-
Christian Understanding at the Edmund A
Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown
University, Washington DC.

In a court order dated March 20, United
States District Judge Patricia Tolliver Giles said,
“It is ordered that petitioner shall not be
removed from the United States unless and
until the court issues a contrary order.”

A senior Department of Homeland Security
spokesperson earlier said in a statement to PTI
that “Suri was a foreign exchange student at
Georgetown University actively spreading
Hamas propaganda and promoting anti-
semitism on social media. Suri has close con-
nections to a known or suspected terrorist, who
is a senior advisor to Hamas. 

“The Secretary of State issued a determina-
tion on March 15, 2025 that Suri’s activities and
presence in the United States rendered him
deportable.” 

Suri’s lawyer Hassan Ahmad had filed a peti-
tion for a writ of habeas corpus on March 18.
According to the petition, the Department of
Homeland Security had arrested and charged
Suri with “removability” on March 17.

At the time of filing, Suri alleged he was
being detained at the Farmville Detention
Center in Farmville, Virginia, Giles’ order had
noted. Suri’s lawyer said he and his team are
working “diligently” to secure his client’s
removal from the detention facility. “We wel-
come Judge Giles’ ruling,” Ahmad said in a
statement to CNN. “It is the first due process
Dr Suri has received since he was snatched
away from his family on Monday night.”

A report in Politico had said that Suri, who
was studying and teaching on a student visa,
was “detained by federal immigration author-
ities amid the Trump administration’s crack-
down on student activists whom the govern-
ment accuses of opposing American foreign
policy.” The report said that “masked agents”
arrested Suri from outside his home in Virginia
Monday night.  

Suri’s lawyer said in the petition that he is
being punished “because of the Palestinian her-
itage of his wife — who is a US citizen — and
because the government suspects that he and
his wife oppose US foreign policy toward
Israel.”

The petition says the couple has “long been
doxxed and smeared” on anonymously run, far-
right websites due to their support for
Palestinian rights. The petition adds that
Suri’s wife Mapheze Saleh has been alleged to
have “ties with Hamas” and once worked for
Al Jazeera. The Politico report cited a 2018
Indian newspaper article that had said that
Saleh’s father, Ahamed Yousef, was a former
deputy foreign minister in the Hamas govern-
ment in Gaza. 

In the newspaper article, Suri is quoted as
saying that “My father-in-law left the Hamas
government after its five-year term ended and
there were no fresh elections.” 

Suri’s father-in-law told The New York
Times that his son-in-law was not involved in
any “political activism,” including on behalf of
Hamas. The Politico report said that Suri’s
lawyer has filed a lawsuit for his immediate
release. 

“The agents identified themselves as being
with the Department of Homeland Security
and told him the government had revoked his
visa,” the lawsuit says, according to the Politico
report.

The report added that according to Suri’s
petition, he was put in “deportation proceed-
ings under the same rarely used provision of
immigration law” that the government has
invoked to try to deport Mahmoud Khalil, the
Columbia University graduate and legal per-
manent resident arrested for his role in lead-
ing campus protests at Columbia against
Israel.

The petition further notes that Suri has no
criminal record and has not been charged with
a crime. According to his profile on the web-
site of Georgetown University, Suri complet-
ed his PhD in Peace & Conflict Studies from
Nelson Mandela Center for Peace and Conflict
Resolution, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi in
2020. He wrote his thesis on “Transitional
Democracy, Divided Societies and Prospects
for Peace: A Study of State Building in
Afghanistan and Iraq” in which he underlined
the complexities involved in introducing
democracy in ethnically diverse societies; as
well as challenges to project state building. 

He has travelled extensively in the conflict
zones of India, Pakistan, Balochistan in Iran,
Iran, Turkey, Kurdish Areas in Turkey, Syria,
Lebanon and its southern region, Egypt and
Palestine. The Politico report quoted a state-
ment from a Georgetown spokesperson as say-
ing that Suri is an “Indian national who was
duly granted a visa to enter the United States
to continue his doctoral research on peace-
building in Iraq and Afghanistan.”

Judge blocks deportation
of Indian student at
Georgetown University

Jury convicts two 
men of plotting to
assassinate Iranian
American journalist
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA New York

Ajury has convicted two men of plotting to assassinate
Iranian American journalist Masih Alinejad at her
home in New York City in a murder-for-hire

scheme that prosecutors said was financed by Iran’s gov-
ernment.  The verdict was returned at a federal court in
New York on Thursday, ending a two-week trial that fea-
tured dramatic testimony from a hired gunman and
Alinejad, an author, activist and contributor to Voice of
America.

Prosecutors said the convicted men, Rafat Amirov and
Polad Omarov, were crime bosses in the Russian mob. Their
lawyers argued that they were innocent and trial evidence
was flawed. Alinejad, 48, was targeted by Iran for her online
campaigns encouraging women there to record videos of
themselves exposing their hair in violation of edicts requir-
ing they cover it in public. Iran offered USD 500,000 for
a July 2022 killing of Alinejad after efforts to harass, smear
and intimidate Alinejad failed, prosecutors said.

American officials have accused Iran of backing sever-
al assassination plots in the United States, including against
President Donald Trump when he was campaigning last
year. Tehran has denied being behind any plots to kill peo-
ple in the US. Alinejad, who was not in court, told The
Associated Press she cried when she learned about the ver-
dict. “I am relieved that after nearly three years, the men
who plotted to kill me have been found guilty. But make
no mistake, the real masterminds of this crime are still in
power in Iran,” she said.

Alinejad testified last week that she came to the United
States in 2009 after she was banned from covering Iran’s
disputed presidential election and the newspaper where she
worked was shut down. Establishing herself in New York
City, she built an online audience of millions and launched
her “My Stealthy Freedom” campaign, telling Iranian women
to send photos and videos exposing of them exposing their
hair when the morality police were not around.

Israeli hostage freed after 491
days questions UN, Red Cross

White House

rescinds executive

order targeting

prominent law firm
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Washington

President Donald Trump has rescind-
ed an executive order targeting a
prominent international law firm

after it pledged to review its hiring practices
and to provide tens of millions of dollars
in free legal services to support certain
White House initiatives. The move follows
a meeting between Trump and Brad Karp,
the chairman of the law firm Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Garrison & Wharton, over the
White House order issued last week.

The order, the latest in a series of simi-
lar actions targeting law firms whose
lawyers have provided legal work that
Trump disagrees with, threatened to sus-
pend active security clearances of attorneys
at Paul, Weiss and to terminate any feder-
al contracts the firm has. It singled out the
work of Mark Pomerantz, who previously
worked at the firm and who oversaw an
investigation by the Manhattan District
Attorney’s office into Trump’s finances
before Trump became president.

To avoid those consequences, the White
House said Paul, Weiss had agreed to “take
on a wide range of pro bono matters that
represent the full spectrum of political view-
points of our society,” to disavow the use of
diversity, equity and inclusion considera-
tions in its hiring and promotion decisions
and to dedicate the equivalent of USD 40
million in free legal services to support
Trump administration policies on issues
including assistance for veterans and coun-
tering anti-Semitism.

In a statement issued by the White House,
Karp said: “We are gratified that the
President has agreed to withdraw the
Executive Order concerning Paul, Weiss.
We look forward to an engaged and con-
structive relationship with the President and
his Administration.” The firm becomes the
latest corporate target to make concessions
to the president to avoid his ire. Meta and
ABC made settlement payments to Trump’s
future presidential library to end lawsuits
filed by Trump. Other tech and financial
firms have publicly rolled back DEI pro-
grams in line with Trump’s policy interests.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Jerusalem

Israel’s top court on Friday ordered a temporary halt
to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s dismissal of
the country’s domestic security chief until his appeal

can be heard.
The Supreme Court’s decision came hours after

Netanyahu’s Cabinet unanimously approved his request
to fire the head of the Shin Bet internal security service,
Ronen Bar. The court said it was delaying the firing until

an appeal could be heard no later than April 8.
Netanyahu’s office had said Bar’s dismissal was effective
April 10, but that it could come earlier if a replacement
was found.

Israel’s attorney general has ruled that the Cabinet has
no legal basis to dismiss Bar. A Shin Bet report into
Hamas’ October 7, 2023, attack that prompted the war
acknowledged failures by the security agency. But it also
said policies by Netanyahu’s government created the con-
ditions for the attack.

Israel’s top court halts Netanyahu’s
dismissal of internal security chief
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Binod Anand

Brothers and sisters, let us pause for
a moment and reflect-who truly con-
trols the destiny of our farmers? Who

decides how we grow our food, manage
our water, and secure our future? While
our ancestors tilled this sacred land for
generations, a quiet but sinister force is at
work, attempting to hijack our agricultur-
al policies, control our resources, and turn
our farmers into mere pawns in a global
game played by corporate giants and 
foreign think tanks.

Today, as we mark World Water Day
2025, we must recognise that the theme-
”Glacier Melting and the Emerging Threats
to the Global South”-is not just an envi-
ronmental issue, but a political one. 

It is yet another attempt to manipulate
climate change narratives to push policies
that weaken our sovereignty. Make no mis-

take-this is a direct assault on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Viksit
Bharat@2047’. 

And at the heart of this attack lies the
shadowy influence of global entities like
George Soros’ Open Society Foundations
(OSF), which, under the guise of research
and philanthropy, are working to disrupt
India’s cooperative model of agriculture
and water management.

For years, Indian farmers have relied on
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) for guidance, innovation,
and indigenous solutions. But today,
underhanded funding mechanisms and
collaborations with international institu-
tions like the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) are being used to infiltrate our
policies. OSF-backed research promotes
genetically modified crops, patent-heavy
seed regulations, and reliance on multina-

tional agrochemical companies-effective-
ly making our farmers dependent on for-
eign corporations. NGOs funded by Soros-
backed networks are positioning them-
selves as “experts” on water scarcity and cli-
mate change-slowly shifting control of
water policy from local farmers to inter-
national bodies. 

By undermining age-old farming tech-
niques and forcing farmers into contract-
based, corporate-dominated models, they
are ensuring that control over India’s
food supply slips from our hands.

Our forefathers built civilisations on
rivers like the Ganga, Yamuna,
Brahmaputra, and Narmada. Today, our
enemies are using fearmongering tactics
around glacier melting and water scarci-
ty to push policies that will privatise water
management, take power away from local
communities, and open the floodgates for
Western corporations to take over our irri-

gation systems. This is a direct attack on
Modi’s Jal Shakti Abhiyan, Atal Bhujal
Yojana, and the larger vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047. By controlling access to
water, these organisations hope to dictate
what Indian farmers grow, how they grow
it, and who they sell it to.

We do not need foreign-backed policies
to solve our problems. India already has
the solution-Cooperative Economic
Frameworks! Local farmer-led organisa-
tions must have the power to govern their
own water resources without interference
from foreign-funded NGOs. Our 
traditional rainwater harvesting, 
community irrigation models, and organ-
ic farming methods must be protected and 
promoted. 

Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)
must be empowered to control supply
chains, dictate pricing, and ensure fair mar-
kets for Indian-grown produce. The gov-

ernment must legally restrict foreign
influence in agricultural policymaking,
ensuring that research remains indepen-
dent and farmer-centric.

India’s fight for agricultural and water
sovereignty is not just about food-it is
about our freedom, our future, and the
very soul of Bharat. 

If we do not wake up now, tomorrow
may be too late. We must reject the for-
eign-funded think tanks that claim to
know what’s best for our farmers. We must
embrace cooperative-led development,
indigenous agricultural wisdom, and local
governance over our water and land. Our
ancestors fought for India’s independence
from colonial rule. Today, the battle is dif-
ferent, but the stakes are just as high. Will
we let foreign corporations dictate our
future, or will we rise to defend Viksit
Bharat @2047? The choice is ours.

Jai Kisan, Jai Bharat!

Reclaiming India’s agricultural, water sovereignty: A call to action

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Gold prices decreased `400 to
`91,250 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Friday due to

profit-booking and a subdued trend in
the global markets, according to the All
India Sarafa Association. 

The precious metal of 99.9 per cent
purity had settled at `91,650 per 10
grams on Thursday. Gold of 99.5 per
cent purity went lower by `400 to
`90,800 per 10 grams. It had conclud-
ed at `91,200 per 10 grams.

“Gold prices fell...due to profit-tak-
ing by the traders and a recovery in the
US dollar.” “The precious metal is tak-
ing a break in response to the US
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell’s 
comments about slowing US growth
and higher inflation,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst of Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said. 

Extending the losses for the second
straight day, silver prices also declined by
`1,700 to `1,00,300 per kg from
Thursday’s closing level of `1.02 Lakh 
per kg. Meanwhile, gold futures contracts
for April delivery on the Multi
Commodity Exchange depreciated by
`493 to ̀ 88,213 per 10 grams.  Chainwala
said markets remain on edge as Trump
recently said both broad reciprocal tar-
iffs and certain additional sector-specif-
ic tariffs would come into force on April
2. In the international markets, spot gold
slipped by $12.15 to $3,032.75 per ounce.

Unregistered advisors a menace: Narayan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Markets regulator SEBI, in con-
sultation with social media
platforms, has removed 70,000
misleading handles and 

posts since the implementation of the fin-
influencer framework last year, said its
whole-time member Ananth Narayan G
on Friday.

Amid concerns over foreign portfolio
investors selling equities, the SEBI’s whole-
time member said the overall flows are not
as bad as one would imagine and stressed
that they “remain invested” in India.

The unregistered investment advisors
and research analysts are a “menace” who

are cashing in on the rising interest in
investments, he said.

“Since October 2024, SEBI has worked
with social media companies to bring
down over 70,000 misleading
handles/posts,” he said while addressing an
event organised by registered investment
advisors here.

He sought the advisors’ help in ensur-
ing compliance and mentioned the UPI
‘Payright’ handle to help identify Sebi-reg-
istered entities and the optional Centralised
Fee Collection Mechanism as SEBI’s efforts
in the direction.

Narayan, a commercial banker-turned-
regulator, also offered a nuanced take on
the FPI outflows, stressing that the situa-

tion is not as bad, but added that we 
should not be complacent as India needs
foreign savings.

“Notwithstanding recent trends, 
overall, FPI flows have not been as bad as
one might perhaps imagine today,”
Narayan said. 

As of February 2025, FPIs held ̀ 62 Lakh
Crore or over USD 700 Billion of Indian
equities, and about `5.9 Lakh Crores or
USD 68 Billion in debt, he said.

The last five years have seen USD 54
Billion of foreign flows into equity and
debt, which is much higher than the USD
19 Billion in the prior five years, he said.

The onus is on us, and we will need to
deliver sustained growth, stable macros,

and governance to keep their interest, he
said. “We are working with all stakehold-
ers, including FPIs, to enhance their
investment experience in our country,” 
he added.

Lauding the surge in domestic flows,
especially from the mutual funds, he said
the supply of quality investment options
is essential, and pointed out that in FY24,
there was only `2 Lakh Crore of equity
issuances against flows of `5 Lakh Crore
by MFs and FPIs. 

“Adequate supply of fresh paper, in line
with the demand for such paper, spurring
fresh businesses and economic activity, is
crucial for sustained capital formation and
stable markets,” he said. 

Minister Sirsa meets CTI

officials, discusses reforms
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Delhi’s Food and Supplies Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa met offi-
cials from the Chamber of Trade

and Industry (CTI) to discuss key
reforms, including a new food policy,
cloud kitchen regulations, and streamlin-
ing multiple food licences. 

The meeting focused on implement-
ing a single-window system to improve
the Ease of Doing Business in the 
food sector.

During the discussion on Thursday,
Sirsa highlighted the need for a dedicat-
ed cloud kitchen policy in Delhi and sim-
plification of food licence procedures, as
per a statement.  He said these measures
would not only create more jobs but also
provide greater convenience to the pub-
lic.  Additionally, he proposed setting up
food trucks at 20 public locations where
food and water would be available 24/7.

According to the statement, CTI offi-
cials suggested organising food fairs
similar to those held in other countries
to boost the industry.

CTI Chairman Brijesh Goyal high-
lighted the urgent need for a revamped
food policy and the promotion of
nightlife in the capital. “Delhi operates 24
hours a day with travellers arriving by
train, bus and flights, yet there is a lack
of quality food options after midnight, as
most hotels and restaurants close early,”
Goyal said. Traders raised concerns
about the licensing process and said ven-
dors selling sweets and snacks must
obtain an FSSAI licence, yet a separate
health licence from the Delhi Municipal

Corporation is also mandatory, it stated.
They argued that this duplication is

unnecessary and fosters corruption, the
statement added. “These outdated
requirements should be abolished, as they
only lead to ‘harassment’ by inspectors.
Additionally, some dry fruit and mixtures
items attract 12 per cent GST while oth-
ers are taxed at 18 per cent, which needs
to be rationalised,” the traders stated.

In response, Sirsa assured traders that
he would take up their concerns with the
GST department and the Chief Minister.
He said the cloud kitchen policy would
be properly implemented and promised
that there would be no ‘inspector raj’ in
Delhi, it stated. 

The meeting was attended by Virendra
Jain, President of the Federation of
Sweets and Namkeen Manufacturers,
along with traders, including 40 leading
food industry brands, it added. 

Delhi food and supply minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa PIONEER PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Shares of Ola Electric on Friday
jumped more than 8 per cent after the
company said sales were strong and

it remains focused on clearing all backlog
by the end of March.  

The stock surged 8.40 per cent to settle
at `56 apiece on the BSE. Intra-day, it
zoomed 10 per cent to `56.85.

On the NSE, it rallied 8.25 per cent to
`55.98 per share. 

The company’s market valuation
climbed `1,914.31 Crore to `24,700.65
Crore. 

Ola Electric on Friday sought to address
sale discrepancies saying the backlog in
February, caused due to vendor negotia-
tions, has been 40 per cent cleared and the
remaining will be fully addressed by the
month-end.

The company had previously said it sold
25,000 electric scooters in February but the
data on the government’s Vahan portal
showed only 8,651 scooter registrations. 

As of March 20, the company’s 
registrations stood at 11,781 on the Vahan 
portal. 

“Our sales remain strong, and the tem-
porary backlog in February was due to
ongoing negotiations with our vendors
responsible for vehicle registrations”. 

“This backlog is being rapidly cleared,
with daily registrations exceeding 50 per
cent of our three-month daily sales aver-
age. About 40 per cent of the February
backlog has already been cleared, and the
remaining will be fully resolved by the end
of March 2025,” the company said.

On the discrepancies in its sales claim
and data on Vahan portal, Ola said, “This
is a straightforward case of a temporary
registration backlog” and yet it was “delib-
erately misrepresented as a regulatory issue
through misinformation and smear cam-
paigns” by “vested interests.” 

DP World, Reliance partner on rail solution
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

DP World and Reliance Industries
have partnered to launch an inno-
vative logistics solution for the

petrochemicals industry, shifting product
transport from road to rail, significantly
cutting carbon emissions.

The Dubai-based logistics operator in
a statement said the new solution con-
nects Reliance Industries’ Jamnagar plant
in Gujarat to DP World’s inland contain-
er depot (ICD) in Ahmedabad and
onward to the port of Mundra.

Previously, the Mundra-Jamnagar-
Mundra round trip involved approximate-
ly 700km of road transport for each con-
tainer, it added.

“With the new solution, the
Ahmedabad-Jamnagar-Mundra route,
also approximately 700km, has been
converted to rail,” the statement said,
adding that this transition eliminates the
environmental and operational chal-
lenges associated with long-distance road
transport while maintaining the same
coverage.

The statement said the integrated rail
service enables the transport of up to
1,260 tonnes of cargo and consolidates up
to 45 containers in a single movement,
streamlining logistics and reducing the
need for multiple trailers and drivers.

By reducing over 700 km of road trans-
port per container, the rail solution sig-
nificantly reduces carbon emissions and

contributes to Reliance’s environmental
goals, it added.

DP World Marine Services Global
Chief Operating Officer Ganesh Raj said
this innovative approach not only aligns
with Reliance’s sustainability commit-
ments but also ensures greater efficien-
cy, seamless coordination, and timely
exports to support their growing opera-
tional demands.

Reliance Industries Ltd - Petchem
head SCM operations Ravikumar Nair
said the shift from road to rail has
streamlined our operations, reduced car-
bon emissions, reduced road exposure by
eliminating 45 road trailer movement, and
reinforced our commitment to responsi-
ble and efficient supply chain practices. 

Rupee jumps 36 paise to
close at 86 against US Dollar
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Rising for the sixth straight session,
the rupee appreciated 36 paise to
close at 86 (provisional) against the

US Dollar on Friday on a sharp rise in the
domestic equity markets and fresh foreign
capital inflows. At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at 86.26, then
touched an intraday high of 85.93 and a
low of 86.30 against the greenback. 

The unit ended the session at 86 (pro-
visional) against the dollar, registering a
gain of 36 paise from its previous closing
level. On Thursday, the rupee stayed
almost flat and appreciated just 1 paisa to
close at 86.36 against the US Dollar. 

This is the sixth straight session of gain
for the rupee, during which it has added
123 paise. “We expect the rupee to trade
higher on strength in the domestic equi-
ties and fresh FII inflows. However, pos-
itive crude oil prices may cap sharp gains.
USDINR spot price is expected to trade in
a range of 85.80 to 86.25,” said Anuj
Choudhary — Research Analyst at Mirae
Asset Sharekhan. Meanwhile, the Dollar
index, which gauges the greenback’s

strength against a basket of six currencies,
was trading 0.19 per cent higher at 104.04.
Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, fell
0.29 per cent to $71.79 per barrel in futures
trade. In the domestic equity market, the
30-share BSE Sensex surged 557.45 points,
or 0.73 per cent, to settle at 76,905.51, while
the Nifty advanced 159.75 points, or 0.69
per cent, to close at 23,350.40 points.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
purchased equities worth `3,239.14 crore
on a net basis on Thursday, according to
exchange data. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Ahmedabad

Adani Energy Solutions Ltd (AESL),
India’s largest private transmission
and distribution company and

part of the globally diversified Adani
portfolio, today said it has won a power
transmission project in Gujarat, which
will supply green electrons for manufac-
turing Green Hydrogen and Green
Ammonia in Mundra, Gujarat. 

The project which will cost `2,800
Crore, will be delivered to the nation in
36 months. This project “Transmission
System for Green Hydrogen and
Ammonia Manufacturing Potential in
Mundra, Gujarat” involves upgrading the
Navinal (Mundra) electrical substation by
adding two large 765 per 400kV trans-
formers. Additionally, a 75 km long
765kV double-circuit line will be con-
structed to connect this substation to the
Bhuj substation. 

The project will see the addition of 150
cKM of transmission lines and 3,000
MVA of transformation capacity to
AESL’s overall transmission infrastruc-
ture, taking them to 25,928 cKM and

87,186 MVA, respectively.  AESL won the
project under the Tariff Based
Competitive Bidding (TBCB) mechanism
and PFC Consulting Limited was the bid
process coordinator. The project SPV was
formally transferred to AESL on March
20, 2025.  

This is AESL’s 6th order win this fis-
cal year, taking its orderbook to `57,561
Crore. AESL, part of the Adani portfo-
lio, is a multidimensional organisation
with presence in various facets of the
energy domain, namely power transmis-
sion, distribution, smart metering, and
cooling solutions. AESL is the country’s
largest private transmission company
with a cumulative transmission net-
work of 25,928 ckm and 87,186 MVA
transformation capacity. 

In its retail electricity distribution
business, as on AESL serves approximate-
ly 13 million consumers in metropolitan
Mumbai and the industrial hub of
Mundra SEZ.  

AESL is ramping up its smart 
metering business and is on course to
become India’s leading smart metering
integrator. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Union Power Minister Manohar Lal
on Friday said that India has
planned to add about 1.91 Lakh

ckm (circuit kilometre) of transmission
lines and 1274 GVA of transformation
capacity by 2032. Addressing a meeting
of the Parliamentary Consultative
Committee of Members of Parliament for
Ministry of Power on Thursday evening
he stated that power is a critical compo-
nent in achieving the goal of a developed
India by 2047.

He said that the National Electricity
Plan provides the details of transmission
system required to be added in the coun-
try during the period 2023 to 2032, com-
mensurate with the generation capacity
addition and growth of electricity
demand in the country. 

He also said that the optimal utilisa-
tion of generating capacity can be ensured
with availability of adequate transmission
system, which is the requirement of a reli-
able power system.

As per the NEP- Transmission, about
1.91 Lakh ckm of transmission lines and
1274 GVA of transformation capacity is

planned to be added during the ten-year
period (2023 to 2032), he stated. National
Electricity Plan-Transmission covering
transmission plan till the year 2031-32
has been prepared by CEA (Central
Electricity Authority). 

The Plan has been released in October,
2024. As per Section 3 of the Electricity
Act, 2003, Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) has to prepare the National
Electricity Plan in accordance with the
National Electricity Policy.

In the meeting issues related to RoW
(Right of way), new technologies in trans-
mission, Cyber Security were also dis-
cussed. Members of Parliament provid-
ed several suggestions concerning vari-
ous initiatives and schemes. 

They also commended the initiatives
and efforts of the power ministry in
expansion of the transmission network
in the country. Lal concluded the meet-
ing by expressing gratitude to the partic-
ipants for their valuable contributions. 

He further directed officials to take
appropriate actions to incorporate the
suggestions made by Members of
Parliament and prioritise the welfare of
the people.

Ola Electric shares
surge over eight
per cent, market
valuation jumps 
`1,914 Crore

1.91 Lakh circuit km transmission

lines to be added by 2032

Gold declines 
`400 to `91,250
per 10 grams

Adani Energy wins `2,800 Crore
transmission project in Gujarat

BLS launches
Aadhaar
enrolment service
in Punjab
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

BLS International Services on
Friday said it has received a man-
date from the Department of

Food and Civil Supplies, Punjab for
Aadhaar enrolment and update services
in the state. 

This initiative is designed to assist
children, individuals with disabilities,
bedridden patients, senior citizens,
and other vulnerable groups who face
challenges in visiting Aadhaar enrol-
ment centres, a release said. BLS
International Services Limited is the
parent company of BLS E-Services.

BLS E-Services officials will visit
homes of people who are unable to visit
the centre, set up mobile enrolment sta-
tions, and guide them through the nec-
essary procedures. Residents are
required to submit a duly filled Aadhaar
Enrolment or Update Form along with
original supporting documents, which
are verified and returned immediately,
the release said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

With an aim to address concerns
about the “skin in the game”
rule for designated employees of

mutual funds, including CEO, CIO, and
fund managers, markets regulator SEBI
on Friday reduced the mandatory invest-
ment percentage, with the requirement
now based on specific salary brackets.

Earlier, AMC-designated employees
were required to invest 20 per cent of their
annual salary and perks in the mutual
funds they manage. This amount is
locked in for three years. The new frame-
work will come into effect from April 1,
2025, SEBI said in a circular.

Apart from easing regulatory frame-
work pertaining to reduction of mini-
mum investment amount, SEBI has
reduced frequency of disclosure, lowered
lock-in period for employees who have
resigned, empowered Nomination and
Remuneration Committee to verify 
compliances by designated employees and
relaxed requirements for employees 
managing liquid funds.

On investment requirements of 
designated employees, SEBI said such
employees are required to invest a per-

centage of their salary or compensation
(after tax and statutory deductions) in
mutual fund schemes where they have
oversight. 

The required investment percentage is
determined by their gross annual com-
pensation. Employees with a compensa-
tion below `25 Lakh are not required to
make any investment. For those earning

above `25 Lakh, a minimum of 10 per
cent of their salary (or 12.5 per cent if
employees stock options or ESOPs are
included) must be invested.

Further, employees with compensation
between `50 Lakh and `1 Crore must
invest at least 14 per cent of their salary
(or 17.5 per cent with ESOPs), while those
earning above `1 Crore are required to

invest a minimum of 18 per cent (or 22.5
per cent with ESOPs).

For employees managing liquid funds,
up to 75 per cent of their required
investment can be in riskier schemes,
while the rest must be in liquid funds,
SEBI said. With regards to lock-in peri-
od for investments, SEBI said if an
employee retires, they can redeem their
mutual fund units after a lock-in period,
except for close-ended schemes, which
remain locked until the scheme’s 
tenure ends. If an employee resigns or
leaves before retirement, the lock-in
period for their investment will be
reduced to one year from their last
employment date.

If a designated employee violates the
code of conduct or engages in fraud or
gross negligence, the AMC’s Nomination
and Remuneration Committee is required
to investigate and recommend actions to
SEBI. SEBI has asked AMCs to disclose
the total compensation invested in mutu-
al fund units by employees on the stock
exchange website within 15 days after
each quarter.

The move is aimed at aligning the inter-
ests of AMC employees with those of the
mutual fund unitholders. 

SEBI relaxes ‘skin in game rule’ for AMCs’ employees

SEBI has reduced frequency of
disclosure, lowered lock-in period
for employees who have resigned,
empowered Nomination 
and Remuneration Committee 
to verify compliances by
designated employees 



BY SAKSHI PRIYA

Delicate Sanjhi papercuts cast intricate shadows,
Kalamkari paintings unfold mythological
tales in rich detail, and the textured patterns

of Lippan art shimmer under the lights, each piece
at Art for Hope — Season 4 carried a story waiting

to be discovered. Organised by Hyundai Motor
India Foundation. This exhibition was a platform
where creativity intersected with tradition,
innovation, and social change.

The event brought together 50 talented
artists and collectives from across India, each
presenting work that reflected personal and cul-
tural narratives. The visual experience was
enriched by performances that embodied
movement and expression — Lavani, Ottan
Thullal, Theyyam, and Yakshagana dancers

brought age-old traditions to life, their vibrant
costumes and rhythmic gestures captivating the
audience. A special musical performance by
differently-abled artists demonstrated the
transformative power of art, proving that

creativity knows no boundaries. Accessibility
and inclusivity were at the heart of the exhi-

bition. Tactile artworks, braille descriptions,
and sign language tours ensured that vis-

itors of all abilities could fully engage with the dis-
plays. This thoughtful curation extended to discus-
sions and workshops that explored themes of sustain-
ability and representation in art. Sessions on ‘Art from
Waste’ and ‘Inclusivity in Design and the Arts’ pro-
vided insight into how artistic practices can address
contemporary issues while preserving heritage.

Every artwork, every performance and every dis-
cussion at exhibition reinforced the idea that art is
a living, breathing entity, it carries memories, chal-
lenges norms and shape the
cultural landscape. 

Some evenings stay with you long after they are over.
Jahan-e-Khusrau’s 25th edition was one such
evening and curated by Muzaffar Ali, has complet-

ed 25 years, yet it remains as timeless as the poetry it cel-
ebrates. The festival, brought together voices, rhythms, and
poetry that felt like something ancient yet deeply relevant.
On the opening evening, Naara-e-Mastana by Kanwar
Grewal set the tone. His voice, raw and unfiltered, car-

ried the weight of longing that defines
Sufi music. There was no hurry, just a

quiet surrender to the music. 
The second evening

belonged to the mesmerising
Saiyaan Sajilay,

Torey Naina

Rasilay, where Manjari Chaturvedi’s Kathak met the
qawwali of Danish Husain Badayuni and Gufran
Aslami Khairabadi. There was something hypnotic about
the way dance and music intertwined, each responding
to the other, neither overpowering nor retreating.
Yaad-e-Kanhaiya by Malini Awasthi followed, her voice
bringing a thumri-inspired touch to the intensity of the
night. On the final day, Raqs-e-Junoon saw Shivani
Varma’s dance meet the melodies of Sina Fakhroddin and
the Tehran-Delhi Music Ensemble. Their performance
felt less like an act and more like a prayer. Later, Ruh, a
poetry and storytelling session by Murad Ali, wove
together words and whirling dervishes in a way that made
time slow down, just for that moment.

The night ended with a qawwali, voices rising, claps
growing louder, the energy filling every corner of the
venue. No one was in a hurry to leave. Music had done
what it always does, brought people closer, made every-

thing else fade away for a while.
“Ishq likhne baithe toh har lafz mehka mile...”

“Jahan-e-Khusrau sirf mehfil nahi, ek manzar mile.”
The festival may have drawn to a close, but

its presence remains, much like the verses of a
Sufi poet, growing louder in memory,

until they become a part of you.
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Art and cinema are powerful
forms of expression that capture
human emotion, identity,
and the stories we tell our-

selves to make sense of the world.
Walking into the ‘I View World Film
Festival’ at Travancore Palace, curat-
ed by Myna Mukherjee, felt like
entering a living canvas, where each
frame, each brushstroke of story-
telling, attempted to grasp the elusive,
shifting meaning of home, migration,
and belonging. This was part of some-
thing much larger: Desh Pardesh, a
multidisciplinary art exposition explor-
ing history, displacement, and identity.

Art exposition that explores notions
of home, migration, gender, race, and
memory across mediums and aesthet-
ics. Bringing together several projects
from micro solos by artists, designers,
and architects to group shows, film fes-
tivals, and performances, in a range of
mediums and scales, that respond to the
complex notion of ‘home’ that occupies
the central place in the imagination of
both the local, global, and Diasporic
deliberations in the global south today.

This series of parallel exhibitions
allows a creative articulation of Diasporic self and
space, desire, dilemmas, discontent, and delight. It
uses the genre of creative representation and pro-
ductions of Diaspora to ascertain the extent to which
these representations and productions collapse the
distinction of home and abroad and create a new
global-local South Asia, highlighting that the his-
tory of modern art is a history of global turmoil,
migration, and transnational exchange.

AT HOME IN THE WORLD 
While the festival showcased cinematic brilliance,
with auteurs like Imtiaz Ali, Kabir Khan, Onir, and

Rima Das telling stories of the marginalised and
misunderstood, it was the accompanying art exhi-
bitions that gave the event its depth. Future-Past
Continuous, a group show, featured paintings,
installations, and visual provocations that whispered
stories of migration and memory. 

The connection between cinema and art was
undeniable. Take The Shameless, the festival’s cen-
trepiece, which unfolded like a haunting painting
- dark, visceral, and poetic. Anasuya Sengupta’s
award-winning performance pulled audiences into
the story of Renuka, a woman navigating the vio-
lence of survival and the longing for freedom. It was
a moving portrait of resilience, much like the evoca-
tive works displayed at Desh Pardesh, where the idea

of ‘home’ was not just a place, but an aching ques-
tion. The city premiere of Puratwan - The Ancient
added another layer to this exploration of time and
memory. With the legendary Sharmila Tagore mark-
ing her return to Bengali cinema, the film became
an introspective mirror, reflecting how history, fam-
ily, and unspoken truths shape us.

Desh Pardesh extended beyond paintings and
film. Dance and performance became another
medium of storytelling, none more powerful than,
performed by Nrityagram. The piece captured the
feeling of Hiraeth, a Welsh word for a deep, unful-
filled longing for something lost. It was a wordless
narrative, told through movement, of memories fad-
ing and reappearing like ghosts.

At Bikaner House and Stir
Gallery, micro solos and
queer art shows expanded
this dialogue. The exhibi-
tion questioned not just
where we belong, but how
identity is constructed in an
ever-changing world. Do we
carry home with us, or does
it remain a distant echo?

The visual arts segment featured over 55 artists
from across the country, each responding to the
themes of migration and belonging through diverse
artistic mediums. From painting and sculpture to
new media art and interactive installations, the exhi-

bition showcased how contemporary artists engage
with the evolving landscapes of home and identi-
ty. The selection of artworks highlighted both per-
sonal narratives and broader socio-political con-
cerns, reflecting the fluidity and fragmentation of
cultural memory in a rapidly changing world.

An artistic journey through home,
migration, and identity, where

cinema and visual arts converge,
writes SAKSHI PRIYA 

Kabir Khan, Imtiaz Ali, Mithu
Bhowmick (Producer of My
Melbourne) and artist Ajaysingh
Bhadoriya exploring the art exhibition
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Experiencing the magic of Sufi music and poetry, says SAKSHI PRIYA 

FINDING ART THROUGH HOME
As the festival drew to a close with Five Films for Freedom, an online
celebration of LGBTQIA+ narratives, it was clear that this was an invitation to
engage, challenge, and rethink the spaces we inhabit, both physically and
emotionally.

Standing amid these artistic expressions, whether in the dark of the
screening hall or the luminous glow of an art installation, there was a shift.
This Festival served as reminders that in the chaos of borders, histories, and
identities, storytelling remains our most powerful way of finding home.

Get in touch at vivacity@dailypioneer.com

PALETTE OF POSSIBILITIESPALETTE OF POSSIBILITIESPALETTE OF POSSIBILITIESPALETTE OF POSSIBILITIES
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Lost in Ragas, found in Ruhaniyan’s Soul
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kolkata

New rules and new captains will be in focus but the
razzmatazz will be pretty much the same when the
18th Indian Premier League kicks off here on
Saturday with defending champions Kolkata Knight

Riders taking on perennial underachievers Royal Challengers
Bengaluru amid a looming threat of rain.

There is plenty to look forward in the league. Among the most
prominent rule changes is the lifting of saliva ban. For the first
time since the COVID-19 pandemic, bowlers will be allowed
to use it to shine the ball.

The BCCI lifted the ban after receiving a majority consen-
sus from IPL captains in a landmark decision taken at the cap-
tains’ meeting in Mumbai.

The International Cricket Council had made the saliva ban
permanent in 2022, but the IPL operates under its own regu-
lations and the latest move could set a precedent for the glob-
al game. The 18th season will also witness tactical innovations,
including a major change to counter dew’s impact.

The second innings of evening matches will see a fresh ball
introduced from the 11th over, provided the on-field umpires
deem the dew factor significant as the trend of high-scoring
games is likely to continue.

However, this rule will not apply to afternoon games.
Additionally, the Decision Review System has been expand-

ed to include height wides and off-side wides, ensuring a fair-
er adjudication of deliveries. Despite debates about its influ-
ence on the game, the Impact Player rule remains in place.
Captain’s corner

As many as seven teams will start IPL 2025 under new lead-
ership, although some of them will be a stop-gap arrangement
due to varied reasons.

The most surprising of them all is Rajat Patidar, who is yet
to play a T20I for India, leading the RCB team that features
mega-star Virat Kohli.

Axar Patel takes charge of Delhi Capitals to lead, among oth-
ers, his Team India senior KL Rahul, who would be aiming to
shake off the disappointment of a turbulent stint with Lucknow
Super Giants in 2024.

Shreyas Iyer, fresh off leading KKR to glory in 2024, will don
the captain’s armband for Punjab Kings with Ajinkya Rahane
replacing him in the Kolkata team.

Rajasthan Royals will start the season with Riyan Parag as
interim captain for the first three matches due to Sanju Samson’s
recovery from a finger injury taking longer than expected.

Mumbai Indians will be led by Suryakumar Yadav in their
away opener against Chennai Super Kings on Sunday, as Hardik
Pandya serves a suspension for an over-rate violation from last
season.
Pant’s redemption arc

Rishabh Pant is set to begin a crucial new chapter in his career
after his resolute comeback from a life-threatening accident
became part of cricketing lore.

The IPL’s most expensive player in history — acquired by
Lucknow Super Giants for a record INR 27 crore — will be eager
to silence his critics.

Despite making the squads for the Champions Trophy and
the T20I series against England, he was not given a single match.

Now, he has a point to prove, particularly in the T20 format,
where he has struggled to cement his place in the Indian team.

Pant’s explosive batting style and leadership skills have long
been debated, and this season presents an opportunity for him
to not only justify his hefty price tag but also send a strong mes-
sage to the selectors ahead of future international assignments.

There are changes in the support staff line-ups too. Ricky

Ponting has moved from Delhi Capitals to
Punjab Kings as head coach. Hemang Badani has
replaced Ponting as Delhi Capitals’ head coach.
Kevin Pietersen has joined Delhi Capitals as
mentor, while Rahul Dravid returns to Rajasthan
Royals as head coach, his first IPL coaching stint
after leading India to the T20 World Cup title
last year.

CSK veteran Dwayne Bravo will be KKR
mentor, replacing Gautam Gambhir, who is now
India’s head coach.

Bumrah’s fitness
A major question mark hangs over Jasprit

Bumrah’s fitness.
The pacer, back at the National Cricket

Academy in Bengaluru, is undergoing assess-
ments to determine his readiness for the IPL.
Mumbai Indians coach Mahela Jayawardene
remains optimistic but cautious, given that
Bumrah’s availability crucial not only for MI but
also for India’s upcoming tour of England.
The Dhoni question

As the IPL returns, so does the never-ending
speculation: Is this Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s last
season?

The 43-year-old, who retired from interna-
tional cricket in 2020, remains an enigma, grac-
ing the field only during the IPL.

While he may not be the consistent match-

New rules, saliva ban reversal as IPL kicks off
winner of old, his presence alone bolsters
Chennai Super Kings. His sharp cricketing brain,
field placements, and ability to finish games with
quick cameos make him an invaluable asset.

Exactly 30 years his junior is Vaibhav
Suryavanshi, a prodigal batting talent acquired
by Rajasthan Royals but it remains to be seen
how many games he manages to get.


