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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Narayanpur
(Chhattisgarh)

In a major success in the ongoing fight
against left wing extremism, topmost
leader and the backbone of the Naxal

movement, Nambala Keshav Rao alias
Basavaraju, and 26 other dreaded Maoists
were killed by security forces in a fierce
encounter in the dense forests of
Abhujmad in Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh on Wednesday. Basavaraju
carried a reward of `one crore on his head
in Chhattisgarh. He was believed to be 71
years old.

Hailing the operation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he was proud of the
security forces for the “remarkable suc-
cess”, while Union Home Minister Amit
Shah termed it a “landmark achievement”

in the battle to eliminate Naxalism.
Police said the gunfight took place in
dense forests of Abhujmad on the tri-
junction of Narayanpur-Bijapur-
Dantewada districts.

The operation was launched two days
back following intelligence inputs about
the presence of Central Committee and
Politburo members of the CPI (Maoists)
as well as senior Maad Division cadres
and PLGA (Peoples’ Liberation Guerrilla
Army) members.

So far, bodies of 27 Naxalites and a large
number of weapons have been recovered
from the spot. A member of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG), a unit of
Chhattisgarh Police, was also killed in the
action while some others sustained
injuries, police said.

Prime Minister Modi said he was

proud of the security forces who killed 27
Maoists in Chhattisgarh. “Proud of our
forces for this remarkable success. Our
Government is committed to eliminating

the menace of Maoism and ensuring a life
of peace and progress for our people,” he
said in a social media post.

The union home minister said this was
for the first time in three decades of India’s
battle against Naxalism that a general sec-

retary-ranked leader has been neutralised
by the security forces. “A landmark
achievement in the battle to eliminate
Naxalism. Today, in an operation in
Narayanpur, Chhattisgarh, our security
forces have neutralised 27 dreaded
Maoists, including Nambala Keshav Rao,
alias Basavaraju, the general secretary of
CPI-Maoist, the topmost leader, and the
backbone of the Naxal movement,” Shah
wrote on social media.

Applauding the “brave security forces
and agencies for this major breakthrough”,
the home minister said he was glad to
share that after the completion of
Operation Black Forest, 54 Naxalites
have been arrested and 84 others have sur-
rendered in Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and
Maharashtra. “The Modi Government is
resolved to eliminate Naxalism before the

31st of March 2026,” he said. Basavaraju
was in his early 70s, officials said. Hailing
from undivided Andhra Pradesh,
Basavaraju was the brain behind several
major attacks on security forces in
Chhattisgarh. He was associated with the
banned movement since the 1970s and
elevated to the top post in CPI (Maoist)
seven years ago, when Naxal activities in
their stronghold Bastar region were
appearing to be wearing out, officials said.

A resident of Jiyannapeta village in
Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh,
Basavaraju held a BTech degree from the
Regional Engineering College, Warangal,
and was seen as an enigmatic leader of
the outlawed Naxal outfit. Known by the
aliases of Prakash, Krishna, Vijay, Umesh
and Kamlu, he joined the armed move-
ment as a ground-level organiser. He was

considered to have developed expertise
in imparting military training and trig-
gering explosives and landmines.
Basavaraju’s age and looks are still a mat-
ter of speculation, with security agencies
suggesting he was around 71 years of age.
They have only a bundle of old photos
from his youth.

Basavaraju carried a reward of `one
crore in Chhattisgarh. The Governments
of other States, including Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana,
have also announced rewards, an official
said. With the latest action, 200 Naxalites
have been killed in separate encounters
in Chhattisgarh so far this year. Of
them, 183 were eliminated in the Bastar
division, which includes districts of
Bijapur, Narayanpur, Dantewada and
Kondagaon.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Heavy rain, hail stones and strong
winds crippled the Delhi-NCR on
Wednesday evening, exposing the

Delhi Government’s much vaunted pre-
paredness to meet such existency. The
Indian Meteorological Department (IMD)
issued a red alert for Delhi-NCR around
8.30 pm, warning of more intense weath-
er activity over the next couple of hour.

A sudden dust storm with heavy rain
accompanied a hailstorm hit Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR), bringing
relief from the heatwave conditions preva-
lent in the national Capital but also disrupt-
ing traffic, leading to water logging and
power outages in several areas. Many areas
reported disruption in electricity supply at
the time filing of this report. 

Flight operations were hit at the Delhi air-
port, while Metro passengers on the Yellow
Line were stranded for hours. Hoardings fell
and trees were uprooted in many localities,
with some areas reporting wind speeds of
up to 79 kmph.

An IndiGo flight from Delhi to Srinagar
was caught in a sudden hailstorm mid-air

on Wednesday evening, causing visible
damage to the aircraft but prompting a swift
and controlled response from the crew. The
airline confirmed that flight 6E 2142 land-
ed safely in Srinagar following standard
operating procedures. The flight, 6E2142,

was nearing Srinagar when it encountered
intense weather activity. Hail stones pound-
ed the aircraft as it descended, resulting in
what the airline described as “weather-relat-
ed damage” to the nose of the aircraft.

Airline companies issued advisories,

saying the change in weather might impact
flight operations. In a post on X, the Delhi
airport said flight operations might be
impacted due to the inclement weather,
advising passengers to contact the con-
cerned airlines for an updated flight sched-
ule. In separate advisories, Air India and
IndiGo advised passengers to check their
flight status before reaching the airport.

According to Tata Powers, power disrup-
tions were witnessed in areas across the
Capital such as parts of Bawana, Narela,
Jahangirpuri, Civil Lines, Shakti Nagar,
Model Town, Wazirabad, Dhirpur, Burari.
Power lines were damaged by falling trees
and branches. 

“To ensure public safety, electricity sup-
ply had to be temporarily suspended in cer-
tain areas as a precaution to prevent elec-
trocution,” it said.

The storm hit just around 8 pm with sud-
den gusts of winds, and was followed by
rain, thunder and hail. While it caused a dis-
ruption in life, it also brought relief for the
residents of the region from the intense heat
experienced in recent days. Smites of wind
and dust hit several parts of the capital,
reducing visibility. 

Storm, rain, power outage exposes Capital preparedness

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Ahmedabad

The estimated population of Asiatic
lions in Gujarat has increased to 891
from 674 five years ago as per the

census conducted this month, officials said
on Wednesday. Not only has the count
gone up by 217, but the animals were
found outside the Gir National Park,
their traditional habitat, and spread across
11 districts of Saurashtra including non-
forested and coastal areas, the officials said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed happiness at the rise in the pop-
ulation of lions in Gujarat, and said
‘Project Lion’ has helped create a conducive
environment for the big cats and ensured
their protection. He was reacting to
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel’s
social media post that the number of lions
has risen to 891 in the State.

Modi said, “It is very encouraging
information. It is heartening to note that
the efforts under ‘Project Lion’ are provid-
ing them (lions) a conducive environment
and ensuring their protection.”

“Estimated population of Asiatic lions
has increased to 891,” Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel told a media briefing on
the issue. As per the last census conduct-
ed in June 2020, the population of Asiatic
lions, a subspecies only found in Gujarat’s
Gir area, was estimated at 674. As per the

latest count, there are estimated 196
males, 330 females,140 sub-adults and 225
cubs, said the Gujarat forest department.

As the population of lions is increasing,
their spread in Saurashtra region has also
expanded. The big cats were earlier confined
to the Gir National Park in Junagadh and
Amreli districts, but now they have spread
to 11 districts, an official said. As many as
384 lions were counted in Gir National Park
and Wildlife Sanctuary and 507 were

found outside its limits, said Jaipal Singh,
principal chief conservator of forest. The
areas outside Gir where lions were spotted
included sanctuaries like Pania, Mitiyala,
Girnar and Barda. 

Some animals were seen in non-forest-
ed areas and coastal areas too. Seventeen
lions were counted in Barda sanctuary, 15
km from Porbandar. The highest number
of lions recorded in a single pride was 17
in Bhavnagar district, official said.

Mane attraction: Lions increase in Gujarat

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

For the first time, Supreme Court’s top
five judges will sit on summer vaca-
tion. Earlier, two judges sat on the

vacation benches. It is expected that dur-
ing vacation the court will  hear
Presidential Reference on timeline placed
on Governors and the President on giv-
ing assent to Bills. 

“The first five judges are sitting through
the vacation and continuing to work, yet
we are blamed for the backlog. In reality,
it is the lawyers who are unwilling to work
during the vacations,” said CJI BR Gavai
on Wednesday. He was responding to an
advocate seeking to adjourn the case to
mid July, after vacation. 

CJI Gavai said lawyers don’t want to work
during vacation but the judiciary is blamed
for the backlog of cases. A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice B R Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih got miffed when
a lawyer urged listing of a petition after the
summer vacation. Recently, the top court
issued a notification on the benches that will
function during the upcoming summer
vacation, rechristened as “partial court
working days”, from May 26 to July 13. 

Significantly, there will be two to five
vacation benches sitting during the partial
court working days and even top five
judges, including the CJI, will be holding

courts during this period. According to
earlier practice, there used to be only two
vacation benches during the summer
vacation, and senior judges were not sup-
posed to hold courts. The notification out-
lined the weekly allocation of Justices
across benches. 

From May 26 to June 1, the CJI, Justices

Suryakant, Vikram Nath J K Maheshwari
and B V Nagarathna will be heading the
five benches respectively. During this
period, the apex court registry will remain
open from 10 am to 5 pm for all officers
and staff. The registry will be closed on all
Saturdays (except July 12), Sundays, and
public holidays.

Top five SC judges skip summer vacation
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The construction of the iconic Ram
temple in Ayodhya will be com-
pleted by June 5 and the consecra-

tion of ‘Ram Darbar’ will be performed
in a ceremony beginning June 3, accord-
ing to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Construction Committee Chairman
Nripendra Misra. In an interview on
Wednesday, Misra informed that the
‘pran pratishtha’ (consecration) cere-
mony, which is expected to be grand, will
be held on June 5. However, the guest list
is expected to be different this time, he
added. The consecration of Ram Lalla
(child Ram) was held on January 22 last
year in a ceremony led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“The idols of Ram Darbar will be con-
secrated on June 5... The rituals will begin
from June 3. Besides that seven other
temples have been constructed in the
complex and the religious ceremony for
those temples will also be performed on
the same day. “The construction of the
temple will be completed by June 5,
except for murals depicting the story of
Lord Ram which are to be pitched in the
lower plinth of the temple,” he said.

Asked whether the June 5 consecration
ceremony will be as grand as it was last

year, Misra said the temple trust is tak-
ing a call on the final modalities. “... The
consecration ceremonies are grand
always. Because you are obviously invok-
ing and the ‘pratishtha’ of the Lord is
being performed. “But maybe the guest
list will be different. Maybe the priests
who will come there to perform the puja
may be different. So I won’t say that it is
a similar kind. But I would say it has the
same objective and it will achieve the
same thing,” he said. Misra said the guest
list will not include VIPs from the States
or the Centre.

“The trust is taking a call on that. And
perhaps they would also be inviting many
spiritual gurus of different beliefs at the
time of that ceremony. The trust has also
decided that no VIPs either from the
States or the Centre Government will be
invited to the ceremony,” he added.
Misra denied that there were any polit-
ical objectives behind the construction
of the temple. “I do not think that it is
any political gimmick or there are any
political objectives behind it. It has hap-
pened on the order of our Supreme Court
and the moment has come after over 500
years of struggle,” he said. The new por-
tions of the temple are expected to be
opened to the public within a week of the
June 5 ceremony, Misra informed.

Ram Temple consecration to
avoid Central and State VIPs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
granted interim bail to Ashoka
University professor Ali Khan

Mahmudabad, arrested for his social
media posts on Operation Sindoor, but
refused to stay the investigation against
him. A bench of Justices Surya Kant and
N Kotiswar Singh directed the Haryana
DGP to constitute a three-member
Special Investigation Team (SIT) head-
ed by an IG rank officer also including
a SP rank woman officer within 24 hours
to investigate the case. 

The court said the interim bail was
granted to the petitioner to facilitate fur-
ther investigation and directed
Mahmudabad to surrender his passport.
The SIT, the bench said, should comprise
three directly recruited IPS officers —
not from Haryana but serving in the
State. The bench said aside from the IG
rank officer, two others should be police
superintendents or above rank officers. 

The bench, which examined the

online post by the professor, who heads
the political science department in the
Sonipat-based Ashoka University, ques-
tioned his choice of words, saying they
were used deliberately to humiliate,
insult, or put others in discomfort. 

“The choice of words are deliberate-
ly made to insult, humiliate or cause dis-
comfort to others. 

The professor, who is a learned per-
son cannot lack a dictionary...He could
have conveyed the very same feelings
in a simple language without hurting
others. He should have shown respect
for the sentiments of others. He could
have used a simple and neutral kind of
language, respecting others,” Justice
Kant said.

The bench said though everybody
had the right to freedom of expression,
Mahmudabad’s remarks seemed like
“dog whistling”, used in legal par-
lance. “This is what we call it as dog
whistling in law. He should have used
more respectful and neutral language,”
the court said.

Ashoka professor granted

interim bail, SIT to probe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

ADelhi Special court on
Wednesday directed Enforcement
Directorate to give a copy of its

Chargesheet against Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in the
National Herald case to Subramanian
Swamy. Congress leaders sought more
time to study ED’s chargesheet and
Special Judge Vishal Gogne of the
Rouse Avenue Court said that it would
hear the National Herald money 
laundering case on a daily basis from
July 2 to 8. 

Senior Advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for the Gandhis,
sought more time to go through the
voluminous case record of more than
5,000. They asked that the matter be
adjourned to July. However, the Court
proceeded to allow the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to make its opening
arguments today. 

“Learned ASG has advanced open-
ing submissions. The matter shall be
taken on a day to day basis from July
2 till July 8 for submissions on behalf
of ED and the proposed accused.”
Appearing for the ED, Additional

Solicitor General (ASG) SV Raju and
Advocate Zoheb Hossain sought to
establish the proceeds of crime gar-
nered in the case. In addition to
Section 3 of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, Section 411 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), which deals
with the offence of dishonestly receiv-
ing or retaining stolen property, was
also applicable to this case, they
argued. “Young Indian had no business
activity except for continuing for ben-
efit of accused. The shares, assets and
rent are the proceeds of crime. 

The advertisements and loans have
kept out...Once the share has been
issued, it is a property. The issuance of
shares [of AJL] to Young Indian
amounts to an offence of cheating,”
Hossain said. The Court then asked,
“These shares are the derivatives of
scheduled offence? Scheduled offence
is a trigger for money laundering. It has
to be derivative. Not every activity of
company may be money laundering. It
may be criminal activity.” The judge
sought clarification on whether the
alleged wrongful acts are ascribed to
individuals, and whether the Congress
party was a victim.

Gandhis ask for time, Swamy
gets chargesheet in ED case

A resident of Jiyannapeta
village in Srikakulam 
district of Andhra Pradesh,
Basavaraju held a BTech
degree from the Regional
Engineering College, Warangal

Maoist chief Basavaraju, 26 Naxals dead in Bastar encounter

Banu Mushtaq
wins Booker for
Kannada short
story collection 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Writer, activist and lawyer Banu
Mushtaq’s short story collec-
tion ‘Heart Lamp’ (Hridaya

Deepa) has become the first Kannada
title to win the coveted International
Booker Prize in London.

Mushtaq described her win as a vic-
tory for diversity as she collected the
prize on Tuesday night at a ceremony
at Tate Modern in London along with
her translator Deepa Bhasthi, who
translated the title from Kannada to
English. 

The winning collection of 12 short
stories chronicles the resilience, resis-
tance, wit, and sisterhood of everyday
women in patriarchal communities in
southern India, vividly brought to life
through a rich tradition of oral story-
telling. “This book was born from the
belief that no story is ever small, that
in the tapestry of human experience
every thread holds the weight of the
whole,” said Mushtaq.

FILE PHOTO

FILE PHOTO

Pedestrians sheltering from rain at a bus stop in New Delhi on Wednesday evening RANJAN DIMRI
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The players of the
Karate Do
Association of

Gwalior (CAG) delivered a
stellar performance at the
State Karate Championship
held from May 16 to 17 at
the Basketball Stadium in
Indore, bringing pride to
Gwalior by winning 7 gold,
1 silver, and 4 bronze
medals.
Prithviraj Pandey made his-
tory by securing a hat-trick
of gold medals for the sec-
ond consecutive time, win-
ning top honors in
Individual Kata, Kumite,
and Cadets Team Kata
events—setting a unique
record in the competition.
Santosh Pandey, Executive
Secretary of the Association,
praised the players’ out-
standing achievements, say-
ing, “The exceptional per-
formance of our athletes has
once again highlighted the
karate talent of Gwalior on
the national stage.”
In addition to Prithviraj’s
feat, Aman Sharma, Yogesh
Jatav, and Saurabh
Kushwaha won gold medals
in the Boys Team Kata cat-
egory, showcasing excellent

coordination. Vidhi Sharma
also clinched a gold medal
in the Individual Kata event.
Sana Khan earned a silver
medal in Individual Kumite,
narrowly missing gold in a
closely contested final, and
added a bronze medal in the
Kata event. 
Other bronze medalists
included Nisha Khan, Akriti
Tomar, and Anushka
Bhadoria, further boosting
Gwalior’s medal tally.
Santosh Pandey confirmed
that all gold medalists from
the championship will rep-
resent Madhya Pradesh at
the upcoming KIO
National Karate
Championship, organized
by the Karate India
Organization (KIO) and
recognized by the
International Karate
Federation. The national
event is scheduled from
June 10 to 14 at the Indoor
Stadium in Dehradun.
Karate Do Association of
Gwalior President Keshav
Pandey, Vice President
Aditya Bhadoria, and other
officials congratulated the
players and coaches on their
remarkable success and
wished them the best for the
national competition.
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav has emphasized
the need for the swift comple-
tion of all infrastructure pro-
jects related to Simhastha 2028.
He directed that every task
should have a defined timeline
and activities must proceed
accordingly. All office-level
processes should be completed
before the onset of the mon-
soon so that construction can
begin immediately afterward. If

there is a shortage of technical
officers or staff in Ujjain
Municipal Corporation, the
Development Authority, or
other construction agencies, it
should be resolved through
deputation from other depart-
ments.
Dr. Yadav highlighted that a
large number of devotees are
expected to travel by rail, with
Mahakaleshwar, Omkareshwar,
and the Pashupatinath Temple

in Mandsaur serving as major
centers of pilgrimage.
Therefore, in addition to road
connectivity, efficient coordi-
nation with the Railways is
essential to ensure smooth rail
traffic and comfortable travel
for pilgrims. Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav was addressing the
third meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Simhastha 2028,
held at the Mantralaya under
his chairmanship.
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Bhopal: A tiger attacked two
herders in Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve (BTR) on Wednesday
morning. One of them is
reported to have suffered crit-
ical injures.
The incident occurred in the
Panpatha Range near Rani
Machan, deep in the Gangital
area of the reserve. The
herders had entered the for-
est early to locate missing cat-
tle.
The animals had strayed the
previous afternoon and had-
n’t returned. Brajbhan Singh,
38, and Aditya Singh, 17, set
off at first light with another
herder to search.
As they moved through dense
forest undergrowth, a tiger
sprang out from the bushes. It
mauled Brajbhan on the back,
waist and neck; Aditya was
bitten on his hand.
The third herder escaped
unharmed and ran to alert vil-
lagers, who rushed to help.
The Forest Department was
informed, and both injured
men were taken to Manpur
Health Centre.
Doctors said Brajbhan’s
injuries are more serious, but
both victims are now out of
danger. Forest officials have
warned residents against
entering the jungle due to the
risk of further attacks.
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ICICI Bank, in collabora-
tion with the Bhopal
Cyber Crime Cell, con-

ducted an awareness ses-
sion at the Commissionerate
Police Office on Wednesday
to strengthen efforts against
financial cyber fraud. The
workshop aimed to improve
coordination between law
enforcement agencies and
banking institutions to
enhance the efficiency and
speed of cyber fraud inves-
tigations.
More than 100 police per-
sonnel from cybercrime
units, technical cells, crime
branches, and helpdesk offi-
cers across Bhopal attended
the session. Officials from
ICICI Bank shared insights
into the bank’s advanced
fraud detection systems,
real-time suspicious activity
alerts, and rapid account-
blocking procedures. 
The bank also outlined its
streamlined protocol for

providing law enforcement
immediate access to critical
transaction data, enabling
quicker freezing of fraudu-
lent funds.
Additional Commissioner
of Police (Crime & HQ),
Pankaj Shrivastava, empha-
sized the necessity for faster
responses to financial cyber
crimes. He noted that vic-
tims usually approach the
police first, but the swift
movement of defrauded
funds through multiple
accounts requires immediate
tracing with the help of
banking systems. Workshops
like this help law enforce-
ment understand banking
operations better and
improve communication
between agencies.
Additional DCP (Crime)
Shailendra Chouhan
stressed the need for a uni-
versal refund mechanism
and suggested that primary
inquiries be conducted at the
bank level to expedite inves-
tigations. He highlighted

that the legal requirement of
a court order to release vic-
tims’ funds often discourages
people from pursuing small-
value fraud cases due to the
time and expenses involved.
The session focused on the
importance of early inter-
vention, warning that delays
in reporting allow cyber-
criminals to transfer funds
across accounts and evade
detection. 
Officials discussed the need
for synchronized response
protocols to reduce investi-
gation timelines from 72
hours to under 24 hours in
priority cases.
Participants were also
informed about customer
rights and the RBI
Ombudsman’s complaint
resolution process. The event
marked a significant step
toward building a unified
and proactive defense
against cyber fraud, pro-
moting stronger collabora-
tion between banks and
police forces.
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The first general meeting
for the formation of the
Divisional Bodybuilding

Association was held at
Aashirwad Garden in Ujjain
under the guidance of the
Madhya Pradesh State
Bodybuilding Association.
Representatives from all seven
districts of the division —
Neemuch, Mandsaur, Ratlam,
Ujjain, Shajapur, Dewas, and
Agar — participated, with three
representatives from each dis-
trict attending.
The association was unani-
mously formed as per the direc-
tion of the State Bodybuilding
Association, with all positions
filled unopposed. Vaibhav
Yadav, President of the Ujjain
District Badminton Association,
was the chief guest at the event,
which was presided over by
Chairman Prem Singh Yadav.
Social worker Dr. Ravindra
Solanki attended as the special
guest. Vaibhav Yadav was hon-
ored for his significant contri-
butions to sports. In his address,
he said, “Soldiers and sportsper-
sons raise the honor of the
national flag through their valor,
courage, and discipline. No one
is a bigger star than a sportsper-
son.”

The welcome address was deliv-
ered by Jitendra Singh
Kushwaha, former Mr. India
(Civil Services) and President of
the State Unit. The event was
coordinated by Shailendra Vyas,
popularly known as "Swami
Muskurake."
The newly elected divisional
team includes Maqbool Warsi of
Shajapur as president,
Shailendra Singh Sisodiya of
Mandsaur as general secretary,
and Arjun Pandit of Neemuch
as treasurer. Vice presidents are
Amit Kanojia (Ujjain), Lokesh
Bhargav (Mandsaur), Mehboob
Khan (Neemuch), Khuman
Singh Base (Dewas), and
Rajkumar Shinde (Ratlam).
Joint secretaries are Kirtish Jain
(Mandsaur), Sanjay Sulania
(Nagda), Anil Chavand (Ujjain),
Imran Pathan (Neemuch), and
Murtaza Multani (Agar). The
election officers included Akbar
Sheikh Ajju (Dewas) as chief
election officer, with Samir Vyas
(Indore) and engineer Gajendra
Mehta (Ujjain) serving as assis-
tant election officers.
Vaibhav Yadav administered
the oath of sportsmanship to the
newly formed Divisional
Bodybuilding Association,
emphasizing the values of dis-
cipline and dedication essential
to the spirit of sports.
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Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) Bhopal
Unit has set a challenging

turnover target of Rs 4,400
crore for the financial year
2025-26, reaffirming its com-
mitment to maintain growth
momentum amid a competitive
environment. The announce-
ment was made during an inter-
action programme held on
Wednesday at Devi Ahilyabai
Hall, BHEL, Bhopal, with medi-
apers and key stakeholders.
PK Upadhyay, Unit Head of
BHEL Bhopal, congratulated
employees and stakeholders on
the unit’s impressive perfor-
mance in FY 2024-25, where it
achieved a turnover of Rs 4,278
crore and a profit before tax of
Rs 272 crore. He attributed this
success to the visionary leader-
ship of the then Executive
Director SM Ramanathan and

the robust guidance of BHEL’s
Chairman and Managing
Director K Sadashiv Murthy.
Looking ahead, Upadhyay
emphasized the need to focus on
minimizing rework, maximizing
cash collection, and enhancing
value addition per employee as
critical strategies to achieve the
Rs 4,400 crore turnover target.
“Our employees have the capa-
bility to face every challenge,
and we are committed to achiev-
ing our goals for the coming
year,” he said.
The Unit Head also under-

scored BHEL’s dedication to
social responsibilities, reinforc-
ing the organization’s broader
role beyond business perfor-
mance.
Gautam Majumdar, General
Manager and Additional Charge
(HR), thanked all stakeholders
for their unwavering support
and highlighted the unit’s com-
mitment to protecting employ-
ee and stakeholder interests.
Meanwhile, R K Agarwal,
General Manager (SOM), pre-
sented a detailed review of
BHEL Bhopal’s key achieve-
ments in the past year along
with the upcoming action plan
aimed at sustaining growth and
operational excellence.
Upadhyay assured that BHEL
Bhopal will continue striving for
excellence by leveraging team-
work, innovation, and disci-
plined execution to overcome
future challenges in the dynam-
ic industrial landscape.
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The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment’s efforts to com-
bat tuberculosis (TB) and

promote liver health received
wide acclaim at a ceremony
held at the Sandipani
Auditorium in Raj Bhavan.
The event marked the inaugu-
ration of the 100-Day Ni-Kshay
Camp Campaign Honor
Ceremony and the launch of
the Healthy Liver Mission.
Governor Mangubhai Patel
praised the government’s suc-
cessful execution of the 100-
day Ni-Kshay campaign, which
extended TB elimination ini-
tiatives across the state, sup-
ported by various societal
groups distributing food bas-
kets and achieving over 5,000
TB-free Gram Panchayats. He
attributed these achievements
to excellent teamwork and
meticulous planning.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
emphasized that Indian cul-
tural philosophy has always
regarded “excellent health as
the highest happiness,” citing
traditional practices of sea-
sonal diets and disciplined
lifestyles. He reiterated the
government’s commitment to
making Madhya Pradesh TB-
free by 2028 through focused
efforts at every level.
Highlighting the importance
of physical fitness, he shared
the daily routine of 72-year-
old Padma Bhushan awardee
Dr. S.K. Sarin as an inspira-
tion.
Patel stressed the critical need
for infection control and time-
ly, complete treatment to pre-
vent drug-resistant TB. He also
recognized the government’s
launch of the Healthy Liver
Mission amid rising concerns
over non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease, urging people to adopt

healthy lifestyles and undergo
routine liver check-ups.
Deputy Chief Minister
Rajendra Shukla informed that
Madhya Pradesh was the only
state honored by the central
government for the 100-day
campaign. Under the Nirogi
Kaya (Healthy Body)
Campaign, screenings of 9 mil-
lion people for diabetes, hyper-
tension, and fatty liver have
been conducted, with efforts
ongoing for 100 percent cov-
erage. He announced that indi-
viduals who donate organs or
bodies will receive state honors,
and the state is working
towards establishing liver trans-
plant facilities.
Director of the Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences,
Padma Vibhushan Shiv Kumar
Sarin, highlighted the impor-
tance of making liver health a
life mission. He praised
Madhya Pradesh’s leadership in

fatty liver prevention and
emphasized early detection
through waist measurements
and BMI.
Public Health and Medical
Education Principal Secretary
Sandeep Yadav shared key sta-
tistics from the 100-day Ni-
Kshay Mitra Campaign,
including over 625,000 TB tests
conducted, 22,000 new patients
treated, and 28,000 food bas-
kets distributed by 18,000 Ni-
Kshay Mitras. The campaign is
now expanding statewide with
the Healthy Liver Mission aim-
ing to screen 25 million people.
Several TB Champions shared
their experiences during the
event, and individuals and dis-
tricts were recognized for
exemplary performance.
Notable awardees included
Vidisha’s Anjali Dangi and
Mandla’s Om Baiga, while
Jabalpur’s Minesh Kumar Jain
and Mandsaur’s Vishal Goyal

were honored for exceptional
contributions.
District teams from
Chhindwara, Mandsaur,
Neemuch, Sehore, and
Narsinghpur were felicitated for
their outstanding campaign
efforts. Seoni and Betul dis-
tricts, recognized for declaring
the most TB-free Gram
Panchayats for three consecu-
tive years, were honored along-
side villages Kanhar (Mandla),
Patwa (Balaghat), and
Sawarwani (Chhindwara).
Corporate entities IOCL,
UPIN, NPCIL, and Green Co.
Pvt. Ltd. received accolades for
their CSR initiatives.
Health staff members including
STS Umesh Sharma, STLS
Siddhesh Sharma, Lab
Technician Sushma Sharma,
and community health officers
Narendra Sharma and Nisha
were also acknowledged for
their service.
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Bhopal: Bhopal parliamentar-
ian Alok Sharma and Mayor
Malti Rai on Wednesday per-
formed the foundation stone
ceremony for development pro-
jects worth Rs 2.28 crore in the
Idgah Hills area of Ward 10.
The Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC) will execute
these projects to enhance public
amenities in the area.
Mayor-in-Council member
Manoj Rathore and Zone
Chairperson Vinita Soni attend-
ed the ceremony. Several coun-
cillors and citizens were also pre-
sent to witness the occasion.
The development projects aim to
improve infrastructure and qual-
ity of life for residents in various
parts of the ward. Officials
emphasised the importance of
timely execution and communi-
ty involvement to maximise ben-
efits.
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Indore: Indore District Court
will appoint paralegal volunteers
to promote legal aid schemes
and offer free legal assistance to
marginalised and underprivi-
leged communities across the
district.
Eligible applicants include
socially active individuals with
no political affiliation, retired
government servants, law stu-
dents, MSW graduates, doctors,
anganwadi workers, women’s
group members and municipal
or self-help group volunteers.
Those from remote and vulner-
able communities will also be
considered. Volunteers will help
spread awareness about initia-
tives run by the National and
State Legal Services Authorities.
Judge and Secretary of the
District Legal Services Authority,
Indore, Shivraj Singh Gawli,
said these roles are honorary and
unpaid, though volunteers may
receive an honorarium. 
Interested candidates can apply
by visiting the District Legal
Services Authority office in
Indore.
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Large parts of Madhya
Pradesh remained in the
grip of wildly fluctuating

weather conditions on
Wednesday, as the state wit-
nessed a dramatic mix of
scorching heat, sudden hail-
storms, intense winds, and
unseasonal rains — all within a
24-hour span.
The erratic weather has dis-
rupted normal life across more
than 13 districts. While daytime
temperatures touched a blister-
ing 46°C in some areas, cities
like Bhopal and Indore saw brief
relief when early evening show-
ers followed a sweltering after-
noon. 
Abhijeet Chakraborty, a senior
official at the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), said the intensification
of monsoon activity at this
pace is highly unusual for this

time of the year. He noted that
the state has already seen a devi-
ation from earlier summer pat-
terns, where a lull of two to
three days used to follow heavy
rain or hailstorms. Now, back-
to-back weather events have
become more frequent.
Due to this abrupt shift, the
monsoon is expected to advance
earlier than normal. While rain-
fall levels may be above average,
Chakraborty added that even
distribution across the state
would depend on favorable
atmospheric conditions.
Meanwhile, sudden storms and
heavy rain caused damage in
several parts of the state.
Villages in Sehore were hit by
hailstorms, while strong winds
and rainfall were reported from
Ratlam, Vidisha, Dhar,
Chhindwara, Narmadapuram,
Raisen, Rewa, Sagar, and
Balaghat. In Raisen, wind
speeds of 50 km/h uprooted tin

sheds and signboards, damag-
ing over 50 electricity poles.
Between Mandideep and
Obedullaganj on the
Narmadapuram highway, more
than 10 electric poles were
bent, and a railway line was
damaged along Hoshangabad
Road. In Sagar’s Gora village, a
house roof was blown off by the
storm, lifting two children into
the air. Fortunately, they were
unharmed.
Flooding was reported in Ashta
(Sehore), and waterlogging
caused disruptions in
Chhindwara. Despite the rain in
some areas, the heatwave per-
sisted in others. Khajuraho
recorded the state’s highest tem-
perature at 46°C, followed by
Nowgong at 45.2°C and
Tikamgarh at 44.5°C. Among
major cities, Gwalior was the
hottest at 44.6°C, while Bhopal
recorded 39.1°C, Indore 36.8°C,
Jabalpur 41°C, and Ujjain

38.7°C. Ratlam remained the
coolest, with a high of 34.6°C. 
In Shajapur, intense heat and
humidity during the day gave
way to cooler conditions after
afternoon rainfall and storms.
Meteorologists have attributed
the ongoing storm and rain
activity to three active cyclonic
circulations and a trough line
over Madhya Pradesh. Another
weather system is expected
between May 25 and 30, which
could bring light to moderate
rainfall to several areas.
The Meteorological
Department has also issued a
heatwave warning for the last
week of May. Temperatures
may rise to 48°C in Khajuraho,
Nowgong, and Prithvipur
(Niwari), while Gwalior,
Chhatarpur, and several dis-
tricts in the Gwalior-Chambal
and Malwa-Nimar regions are
likely to experience tempera-
tures touching 47°C. 
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Rajgarh district has secured
the top position in Madhya
Pradesh under the Jal

Ganga Conservation Campaign
by completing the highest num-
ber of water structure construc-
tions in the state. The district has 
earned a score of 81.60 out of 100
so far. Rajgarh has initiated the
highest number of works under
the Amrit Sarovar target, sur-
passing its goal and leading the
state.
Similarly, the district is ranked
first in the state for initiating
farm pond works beyond the
assigned target. On the My
Bharat portal, over 10,186 activ-
ities have been conducted against
the youth registration target of
5,400. Due to these efforts,
Rajgarh currently holds the top
spot in the state with an overall

ranking score of 81.60.
Under the leadership of Collector
Dr. Girish Kumar Mishra, the
district has undertaken signifi-
cant water conservation works
through the MNREGA scheme.
Rajgarh received a target of con-
structing 18 Amrit Sarovar
ponds, and site selection for all
19 ponds (exceeding the target)
has been completed using the
SIPRI app and entries uploaded
on the Government of India’s
Amrit Sarovar portal.
Construction of all these ponds
has started.
Additionally, Rajgarh has sur-
passed the target of constructing
1,866 farm ponds, finalizing
1,989 locations via the SIPRI
mobile app, and construction has
already begun. Against the tar-
get of 3,500 well recharge struc-
tures, 3,600 sites have been
selected and work has begun on

3,165 of them.
For well recharge structures
alone, the district has received 18
out of 20 points in the state-level
rankings for initiating 3,165
works out of the 3,500 target.
Rajgarh currently ranks second
in the state for initiating farm
pond works.
In Jodhpur village of Sohagpur
in Shahdol, the flow of the
Murna River had dried up. As
part of the Jal Ganga
Conservation Campaign, the
Jodhpur Committee of the Jan
Abhiyan Parishad and the local
Gram Panchayat constructed a
bori bandhan (sandbag barrier)
in a pre-existing stop dam near
the cremation ground. Thanks to
voluntary labor (shramdaan),
water levels in the river began to
rise steadily. By the next morn-
ing, the river was brimming
with water, bringing joy not

only to the villagers but also to
local wildlife. The river now has
ample water for drinking and
daily needs.
The Jal Ganga Samvardhan
Campaign is actively being
implemented in Dewas district as
well. Water conservation efforts
are being carried out by urban
bodies and Gram Panchayats,
with the campaign continuing
until June 30, 2025, to conserve
every drop of water. This
includes construction and deep-
ening of water structures. As part
of the initiative, the Meetha
Talab located in Rajoda, Dewas
was cleaned and beautified. Tree
plantations were also done along
the pond’s banks.
In Umaria district, a bori band-
han was built in the Bhandari
River by the Municipal Council
of Manpur under the Jal Ganga
Conservation Campaign.
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A32-year-old man died
on the spot after being
hit and crushed by a

speeding Bhopal Municipal
Corporation truck at Prabhat
intersection on Wednesday
morning. The truck driver
fled the scene immediately
after the accident, and police
have launched a search to
apprehend him.
According to police, the vic-
tim, Subhash Vishwakarma,
was a professional driver and
left for work as usual on
Wednesday morning. The
accident occurred near
Subhash Petrol Pump when a
high-speed truck collided with
his motorcycle from the front.
Subhash jumped off his bike

during the collision but was
tragically run over by the
truck’s wheels.
Local residents rushed to help,
but the truck driver had
already fled the spot. Police
seized the vehicle and regis-
tered a case in connection
with the incident.
Subhash was the sole earning
member of his family and the
only son among four siblings.
His elderly father is currently
battling tuberculosis. Family
members expressed concern
over the financial crisis they
now face following his untime-
ly death. Subhash remained
unmarried due to his family
responsibilities. Authorities
continue their efforts to locate
the truck driver and ensure
justice is served.

!���
���$�$�������
��������
;�������������

������	
��	�
	�� !��
��

A21-year-old married
woman died during treat-
ment on Wednesday

morning after consuming poison
late Tuesday night in the
Gandhinagar area of Bhopal.
The woman, Riya Dhanak, had
been involved in frequent quar-
rels with her husband for some
time.
According to police, Riya, who
worked in Laukhedi, had a love
marriage two years ago and is
survived by a young son. On
Tuesday night, she consumed
poison kept at her home. As her
condition worsened, her family
admitted her to a private hospi-
tal for treatment.
Police recovered the body from
the hospital and sent it for post-
mortem. After the post-mortem
examination on Wednesday
afternoon, the body was handed

over to the family. Given that
Riya was newly married, the
case has now been transferred to
the Assistant Commissioner of
Police (ACP) for further investi-
gation.
Authorities said that further
action will be taken after record-
ing statements from family mem-
bers. The police are probing the
circumstances leading to the
poisoning and the marital dis-
putes preceding the incident.
In a separate incident a 19-year-
old tailor committed suicide by
hanging himself in the room in
Gwal Basti. 
He used to work at a boutique
earlier, but for some days he was
doing tailoring work at home. On
Tuesday night he committed sui-
cide by hanging himself in the
room. The family members told
the police that he had no dispute
with anyone and there was no
quarrel in the house.
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Acase of ATM card
cloning involving for-
mer BJP MLA

Ramkishan Chauhan, has
come to fore from Arera
Colony, Bhopal, after fraud-
ulent withdrawals totaling Rs
6.83 lakh were made from
his bank account. The inci-
dent has raised serious con-
cerns about ATM security
and digital banking fraud in
the city. The Cyber Crime
Branch, Bhopal, has regis-
tered a case based on
Chauhan’s complaint and
launched a detailed investi-
gation.
According to police reports,
Ramkishan Chauhan, a for-
mer MLA from the Bhojpur
assembly seat, holds an
account with Punjab
National Bank. On May 5,
Chauhan received a transac-
tion alert for Rs 92 from his
bank account, which

prompted him to visit the
bank and review his account
statement. To his shock, he
discovered that Rs 6.83 lakh
had been withdrawn in 54
separate transactions
between February 2 and May
1.
Further investigation
revealed that Chauhan had
withdrawn money from an
ATM in Arera Colony in
February, during which his
card was likely cloned. The
cloned card was then used to
carry out multiple unautho-
rized transactions. Police
officials are currently review-
ing CCTV footage from the
ATM booth to identify the
suspects involved in the
fraud.
The case highlights increas-
ing vulnerabilities faced by
bank customers in the digi-
tal age, particularly con-
cerning ATM skimming and
card cloning tactics
employed by cybercriminals.

Authorities have urged citi-
zens to exercise caution while
using ATMs, regularly mon-
itor account statements, and
report any suspicious trans-
actions immediately.
The Cyber Crime Branch is
also coordinating with bank-
ing officials to strengthen
security measures and pre-
vent further such incidents.
Meanwhile, Chauhan’s case is
being treated with priority,
with police assuring a thor-
ough probe and swift action
against the culprits.
Experts suggest that users
should adopt additional
security practices such as
covering the keypad while
entering the PIN, avoiding
unknown or suspicious
ATMs, and using banking
apps’ alert services to stay
informed of transactions in
real time. The investigation
into this case continues as
police work to apprehend
those responsible.

Bhopal: At a district health com-
mittee meeting on Wednesday,
Collector Kaushlendra Vikram
Singh directed health and munic-
ipal departments to accelerate
Ayushman Bharat card issuance
for citizens over 70 years of age.
He said hospitals must also
ensure Ayushman and ABHA
IDs are provided to all senior cit-
izens visiting OPDs.
Outreach expansions to cover
shelter home residents, prisoners,
working women, newspaper
hawkers, city bus staff and the
elderly were reviewed. Awareness
drives on child health and organ
donation were highlighted.
Health officials informed that
seventy-seven Gram Panchayats
have been declared TB-free. Over
11.9 lakh Ayushman Bharat cards
have been issued. Antenatal care

(ANC) registration has surpassed
targets, reaching 110%, with
most registrations in the first
trimester.
Maternity schemes have covered
10,983 women under the Chief
Minister’s scheme and 14,380
under Janani Suraksha. More
than 28,000 ANC tests were con-
ducted under the extended safe
motherhood campaign.
Infant immunisation rates are at
97% for MR-1 and 92% for MR-
2, with full immunisation exceed-
ing 110%. Special Newborn Care
Units at JP and Katju hospitals
treated 1,036 newborns, while
stabilisation units at Bairagarh,
Berasia and Kolar hospitals treat-
ed 785 infants.
Seventeen teams under the
National Child Health
Programme conducted free surg-

eries for heart defects, cleft lips,
club foot and other conditions.
Screening in private schools cov-
ered over 1.75 lakh children.
Five Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centres treated 791 malnour-
ished children. Safe abortion
services are now available at 118
centres across the district.
Training initiatives were con-
ducted on suicide prevention,
dog handling and the health
effects of climate change. Health
teams also contributed to PM Shri
Air Ambulance and the Global
Investors Summit. The Collector
instructed that Sanjeevani Clinics
be strengthened to reduce patient
load on major hospital OPDs.
Existing programmes targeting
TB, leprosy, blindness, tobacco
use and vector-borne diseases
were also reviewed.
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Bhopal: AIIMS Bhopal’s
Department of Physiology suc-
cessfully organized the 6th edi-
tion of the National
Undergraduate Physiology Quiz
on May 19 and 20, 2025, bring-
ing together thirty-five teams
from medical colleges across
India to foster knowledge-shar-
ing and academic excellence
among undergraduate students.
The competition began with two
online screening rounds. The
first round on May 19 shortlist-
ed the top 10 teams, which
advanced to the second screen-
ing round on May 20. From
these, five teams qualified for the
final round, scheduled to be
held in person on May 30, 2025,
at AIIMS Bhopal.
The teams that secured their
place in the finals include two
pairs from AIIMS Bhopal—
Pranjal Khatri and Vedant
Amlathe, Manav Khatri and
Nayan Pandey—along with

Mann Tyagi and Avika Jain from
Mahatma Vidur Autonomous
State Medical College; Garvit
Gupta and Ritika Malik from
AIIMS Raebareli; and Hargunvir
Saini and Manmeet Singh Lailar
from Government Medical
College and Hospital,
Chandigarh.
Prof. Ajai Singh, Executive
Director of AIIMS Bhopal, high-
lighted the significance of such
academic initiatives in enhancing
critical thinking, conceptual clar-
ity, and healthy competition
among future healthcare profes-
sionals. He noted that the quiz
not only celebrates academic
excellence but also encourages
collaboration, innovation, and
leadership in medical education.
The final round promises to be
a dynamic intellectual exchange,
and AIIMS Bhopal looks forward
to welcoming the talented teams
on its campus for the concluding
event.
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Bhopal is preparing for a
major transformation.
With the Madhya

Pradesh government passing
the Metropolitan Planning and
Development Act, 2025, the
city is set to become the cen-
tre of a new metropolitan
region. This change has the
potential to reshape how peo-
ple live, work, and move across
five districts covering nearly
9,000 sq km.
From students in Berasia to
traders in Sehore and daily-
wage workers in Raisen, the
shift to the Bhopal
Metropolitan Region (BMR)
will touch every section of
society. But the promise of
progress will only hold if
growth is inclusive, sustainable,
and mindful of the region’s
people and environment.
Bhopal is still counted among

India’s cleaner Tier II cities, a
reputation worth protecting.
However, the city’s air is under
pressure. Traffic congestion,
rising vehicle numbers, and
open burning at roadside eater-
ies are adding to pollution. If
the BMR is to remain breath-
able, investments must focus on
clean mobility, including elec-
tric buses, a well-run metro,
and stronger enforcement of
emission standards.
Water security is a serious
concern. Lakes are shrinking,
borewells are multiplying, and
groundwater is falling. A 2023
report by the Central Ground
Water Board flagged consistent
decline in the water table. This
calls for urgent action: pre-
serving lake catchments, cre-
ating rainwater recharge zones,
and expanding solar-powered
water pumping. Wastewater
must be treated through decen-
tralised systems that reduce the

load on ageing infrastructure.
As towns around Bhopal join
the metropolitan fold, land
prices will rise. Without clear
rules, this could force low- and
middle-income families to the
far edges of the city. The solu-
tion lies in zoning that supports
affordable homes near transit
routes. New plans must support
housing for all income groups
to avoid future slums and long
commutes.
With a literacy rate of over 83
percent and a large youth pop-
ulation, education will shape
the BMR’s future. Schools alone
will not be enough; what is
needed is an updated curricu-
lum, skilled teachers, and bet-
ter digital access in semi-urban
areas. Institutions such as
MANIT, AIIMS and IISER
offer a good base, but planners
must think beyond city limits.
Skill centres and industry-
linked campuses in smaller

towns could unlock local talent
and reduce migration.
Bhopal’s weather is becoming
harder to predict, with heat-
waves, sudden storms and
unseasonal rainfall becoming
more common. The
Meteorological Department
expects these patterns to inten-
sify. That means building dif-
ferently, with permeable sur-
faces, rooftop solar, and rain-
water harvesting. These should
be standard for all new pro-
jects, not afterthoughts. Green
corridors and shaded walkways
must be part of daily life, not
limited to upscale neighbour-
hoods.
The new metro will only suc-
ceed if it connects smoothly to
city buses, autos and pedestri-
an paths. Expanding road links
can boost business in the
region, but not at the cost of
safety or community life.
Planners must be more sensi-

tive to the needs of pedestrians,
especially those with disabili-
ties.
For a region this large,
doorstep governance is an
absolute must. Without citizen
involvement, a metropolitan
authority risks becoming a
distant, bureaucratic body.
Citizen charters, ward-level
planning, and digital com-
plaint systems can keep deci-
sion-making open and respon-
sive. People must feel they are
part of the process, not just
subject to it.
While there is no doubt that
Bhopal’s tryst with a metro-
politan destiny can bring pros-
perity, learning and pride, the
outcome will largely depend on
administrators. They will have
to ensure that growth is not
simply planned for the sake of
statistics, but shaped around
the lived realities of the city’s
residents.
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Bhopal: A grand Sindoor Yatra
will be organized by the women
of Govindpura Assembly con-
stituency in Bhopal on May 22,
2025. 
The procession will begin at
4:00 pm from Yadav Tea Stall
in Indrapuri and conclude at
6:00 pm at Piplani Petrol Pump.
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Backward Classes
and Minority Welfare, Krishna
Gaur, said that thousands of
women are expected to partic-
ipate in this massive Sindoor
Yatra, which has been orga-
nized by citizens to promote
national security.
The yatra will feature key
attractions including a tableau
of the BrahMos missile, a live
tableau of Bharat Mata (Mother
India), and a performance by
the NCC band, among others.
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Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

firmly believes that the progress
of the nation and its states is
incomplete without the
advancement of women. In
line with this vision, under the
framework of “Gyan ke Sutra”
(Threads of Knowledge), the
Prime Minister has placed spe-
cial emphasis on women
empowerment. As part of this
initiative, PM Modi will visit
Bhopal on May 31 to partici-
pate in the ‘Mahila Sammelan’
(Women’s Convention).
The ‘Mahila Sammelan’, held to
commemorate the 300th birth
anniversary of Lokmata Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar, will focus on
women empowerment and
self-reliance. More than two
lakh women are expected to
attend, making it a record-set-
ting event. Dr. Yadav reviewed
preparations at Jamboree
Ground, including traffic man-
agement and seating arrange-
ments. He emphasized ensur-

ing adequate seating, food,
drinking water, and cleanliness
at the venue, considering the
large number of participants.
Dr. Yadav also shared that an
exhibition will be organized
during the event to showcase
various activities related to
women empowerment and
self-reliance, particularly high-
lighting efforts by self-help
groups and skill development
programs. The legacy of
Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai, a
symbol of good governance,
will be honored through dis-

plays of public welfare schemes
being implemented across the
state to improve citizens' qual-
ity of life.
The Chief Minister made these
remarks during a media inter-
action after inspecting the
preparations at Jamboree
Ground (BHEL) for the Prime
Minister’s visit.
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BJP leader Subramanian Swamy
urged for “State oversight” on
Ashoka University, citing series of

allegations of corruption, financial frauds,
mysterious death of two students and
indoctrination of students with anti-
national, separatist, or seditious view-
points. In a detailed letter to Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Saini, Swamy
pointed out that certain promoters of the
University is facing charges of money
laundering charges of `1,627 crore, tax
evasions and rampant use of narcotics in
campus. 

“However, reliable sources suggest
widespread consumption of narcotics,
including cannabis and other intoxi-
cants, within the campus premises, which
point towards systematic failure of uni-
versity authorities in upholding the law
and maintaining a safe academic environ-
ment. The gravity of the situation is fur-
ther exacerbated by the arrest of a univer-
sity faculty member, one Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, by Haryana Police for
inflammatory social media remarks relat-
ed to national security (Operation
Sindoor). The fact that such individuals
are entrusted with mentoring students
calls into question the institution’s hiring
practices and its adherence to constitu-
tional values and public order,” said
Swamy in a detailed five page complaint
to Haryana Chief Minister. 

Swamy accused Ashoka University for
“indoctrination of students with anti-
national, separatist, or seditious view-

points” There is growing public concern
that certain faculty members and admin-
istrative influencers at Ashoka University
have been actively involved in promoting
ideologically driven narratives that are
antithetical to the interests of the Indian
Republic. Repeated instances of indoctri-
nation of students with anti-national, sep-
aratist, or seditious viewpoints, often dis-
guised as academic discourse, appear to
be the norm. These actions appear to sys-
tematically undermine the constitution-
al ethos, national unity and the spirit of
responsible citizenship. Such ideological
subversion, especially when directed at
impressionable young minds under the
garb of liberal education, poses a grave
threat to the moral and intellectual fab-
ric of our nation and must be investigat-
ed with the seriousness it deserves,
alleged the BJP leader.

“It must be stressed that Ashoka
University’s founding trustees include
Pranav Gupta and Vineet Gupta, both of

whom were arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate in 2023 in connection with a
`1,627 crore bank fraud related to
Parabolic Drugs Ltd. This fraudulent
scheme is also being probed by the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
Serious questions arise regarding the
source of funds channelled into the uni-
versity and whether Ashoka University
has served as a conduit for laundering
illicit proceeds.

“There are mounting concerns that
funds meant for academic purposes are
being systematically siphoned off through
opaque financial structures, which appears
to be confirmed by members of faculty in
the public domain. There is an urgent need
to examine whether the university and its
related entities have evaded taxes, violat-
ed FEMA regulations, or misappropriat-
ed donations collected from Indian and
foreign sources under false pretences, said
Swamy demanding  need for urgent State
oversight on Ashoka University.

Swamy urges Haryana CM to probe into Ashoka
University’s corruption, sedition charges

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday paid tributes to former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his

34th death anniversary. In a social media,
Modi said, “On his death anniversary
today, I pay my tributes to our former
Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi Ji.”

Rajiv Gandhi was the last Congress Prime
Minister to have headed a majority govern-
ment, from 1984 to 1989. He was assassi-
nated by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), a Sri Lanka-based terrorist
organisation, on this day in 1991 while cam-
paigning at Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu.
His son Rahul Gandhi is currently the
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha.

The Congress paid rich tributes to
Rajiv Gandhi with party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge saying his visionary and coura-
geous interventions were instrumental in
preparing India for the challenges and
opportunities of the 21st century. Kharge
and former party chief Rahul Gandhi also
paid floral tributes to Rajiv Gandhi at his
memorial at Vir Bhumi here.

In a social media post in Hindi, Rahul
Gandhi said, “Papa, your memories guide
me at every step. My resolution is to make
your unfulfilled dreams come true - and
I will do so.”

Paying homage to Rajiv Gandhi, Kharge
said he was a great son of India and
inspired hope among millions of Indians.
“His visionary and courageous interven-
tions were instrumental in preparing
India for the challenges and opportunities
of the 21st Century,” Kharge said in his
social media post.

“These include lowering the voting age
to 18, strengthening Panchayati Raj, spear-
heading the Telecom and IT revolution,
implementing a computerisation pro-
gramme, securing sustained peace accords,
launching a universal immunisation pro-
gram and introducing a new education
policy focused on inclusive learning,” he
said. “Our deepest respects to the Former
PM, Bharat Ratna, Rajiv Gandhi on his
martyrdom day,” Kharge added.

PM Modi pays
tributes to 
Rajiv Gandhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

The BJP on Wednesday flayed the
Congress over its allegation that
the Government decided to send
multi-party delegations to vari-

ous countries to divert public attention
from “tough questions”, saying national-
ism has completely vanished in the
opposition party.

The ruling BJP also lashed out at other
constituents of the Opposition INDIA
bloc over the recent remarks of some of
their leaders on the Indo-Pak conflict,
accusing them of “behaving like the
Popular Front of Pakistan” at a time when
they should have shown solidarity while
keeping in mind India’s interest.

This came after Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Wednesday claimed that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi sudden-
ly thought of sending multi-party dele-
gations to visit different countries to divert
attention from the tough questions he is
being called to answer, while his image
globally has been “shattered”.

Reacting sharply, BJP national
spokesperson and Rajya Sabha MP
Sudhanshu Trivedi accused the Congress

leader of “belittling” the government’s
effort to convey India’s strong stand
against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

“The Congress is forced to make such
a statement in frustration as it is not being
able to ask for proof (of Indian military
action). Nationalism has completely van-
ished from the eyes of the Congress,” he
told a press conference at the BJP head-
quarters here, when asked about Ramesh’s
allegations.

“From the statements of Mallikarjun
Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and Jairam Ramesh,
it appears that they are trying to outdo each
other in the race to gain popularity in
Pakistan,” the BJP leader charged. Jairam’s
remarks are an “insult” to all Members of
Parliament (MPs), he alleged.

“They (Congress leaders) are engaged
in a PR exercise for Pakistan while dilut-
ing the serious efforts of India by calling
it diversionary tactics and a PR exercise,”
the BJP leader said.

“Your leader either used to go abroad
to draw attention (of the foreign forces)
towards India or divide India. Every time
he went abroad, he made statements to
divide the country. It is for the first time
that all party leaders (who are part of the

delegations) are displaying unity,” he
said, without naming Rahul Gandhi.

“In some issues, the mindsets of
Pakistan and the Congress are the same.
Pakistan Army chief promoted as Field
Marshal despite losing the war. In
Congress also, people become Field
Marshal after losing elections,” he said.

Trivedi said that all statements of
“INDI Alliance” are being quoted in
Pakistani media, the Pakistan national
assembly, Pakistan army’s briefing and
even in the dossiers being prepared by
Pakistan against India.

“INDIA Alliance has started behaving
like the Popular Front of Pakistan. Just
having the name ‘India Alliance’ does not
make you an Indian at heart,” he said.

Trivedi urged the Congress and other
opposition leaders to rise above partisan
politics and refrain from making such
remarks when an all-party delegation is
going abroad to convey India’s strong stand
against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
“They should showcase India’s solidarity,
keep control over their emotions at least for
some time, and keep vote bank politics sep-
arate from national interest,” he said.
Trivedi said the BJP’s policy is clear that on
such occasions, “we have to rise above party
lines and show India’s unity on the inter-
national platform, whether we are in the
Opposition or in the government”.

“When we were in opposition in 1995,
Pakistan was bringing a proposal on
Kashmir in Geneva. Our then Leader of
opposition Atal Bihari Vajpayee had sup-
ported then Prime Minister PV
Narashimha Rao in Geneva and also gave
credit to his government,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

Is she a drug lord or a terrorist? The
Supreme Court asked Delhi Police on
Wednesday as it granted anticipato-

ry bail to former IAS probationer Puja
Khedkar, accused of cheating and wrong-
ly availing OBC and disability quota ben-
efits in the civil services examination.

A bench comprising Justices BV
Nagarathna and Satish Chandra Sharma
directed Khedkar to fully cooperate in
the probe cautioning against any mis-
use of her liberty. She was ordered not
to influence witnesses or tamper with
the evidence.

“What is the grave crime she has com-
mitted? She is not a drug lord or a ter-
rorist. She has not committed 302 (mur-
der). She is not an NDPS offender. You
should have a system or a software. You
complete the investigation. She has lost
everything and will not get a job any-
where,” the bench said.

The top court went on, “The appellant
is entitled to the relief claimed under
Section 482 of Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita. We, therefore, allow
this appeal and set aside the order
passed by the high court.”

The relief was allowed on a cash secu-
rity of `25,000 with two like sureties.

Delhi Police was, however, allowed to
move for cancellation of the anticipato-
ry bail in case of any violation of 
conditions.

Senior advocate Sidharth Luthra,
appearing on behalf of Khedkar, said the
investigation had been going on since
July, 2024 and cited his client’s complete

cooperation in the probe. Khedkaw was
stated to have appeared seven times
before the police.

Luthra contended the high court
ought to have granted bail given the
nature of offences and bearing in mind
the facts and circumstances of the case.

The Delhi Police counsel opposed the
plea citing Khedkar’s non-cooperation in
the probe. The lawyer said Khedkar had
exceeded the attempts of appearing in the
civil services exam on the basis of a dis-
ability certificate, which she procured
fraudulently.

On January 15, the top court granted
her protection from arrest and sought the
response of Delhi government and the
Union Public Service Commission on her
plea seeking anticipatory bail.

Khedkar is accused of misrepresenting
facts in her application for the 2022 UPSC
civil services examination for availing
herself of reservation benefits. She refut-
ed all the allegations against her.

While dismissing her anticipatory bail
plea, the high court found a strong prima
facie case against Khedkar, indicating the
need for an investigation to unearth the
“larger conspiracy” to manipulate the sys-
tem. Khedkar was granted the interim
protection from arrest when the high
court issued a notice on her anticipato-
ry bail plea on August 12, 2024, extend-
ing it from time to time.

The UPSC initiated a series of actions
against Khedkar, including lodging of a
criminal case, for availing attempts in the
civil services exam by faking her identi-
ty, while Delhi Police lodged an FIR
against her for various offences. 
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Indian Navy on Wednesday formally
inducted and named the Ancient
Stitched Ship as ‘INSV Kaundinya’ at

a ceremonial event held at Naval Base,
Karwar. Minister of Culture Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat presided over the event
marking the culmination of an extraordi-
nary project that celebrates India’s rich
shipbuilding heritage, defence ministry
said here. Named after Kaundinya, the leg-
endary Indian mariner who sailed across
the Indian Ocean to Southeast Asia, the
ship serves as a tangible symbol of India’s
long-standing traditions of maritime
exploration, trade and cultural exchange.

‘INSV Kaundinya’ is a stitched sail ship,
based on a 5th century CE ship depicted
in the paintings of Ajanta Caves. The pro-
ject was initiated through a tripartite
agreement signed in July 2023 between
Ministry of Culture, the Indian Navy and
M/s Hodi Innovations, with funding
from Ministry of Culture.

Following the keel laying in September
2023 (the vessel’s construction was under-
taken using a traditional method of
stitching by a team of skilled artisans from
Kerala, led by master shipwright Babu

Sankaran. Over several months, the team
painstakingly stitched wooden planks on
the ship’s hull using coir rope, coconut
fibre and natural resin. The ship was
launched in February this year at Goa.

The Indian Navy played a central role
in the project, overseeing the design, tech-
nical validation and construction process.
With no surviving blueprints of such ves-

sels, the design had to be inferred from
iconographic sources.

The Navy collaborated with the ship-
builder to recreate the hull form and tra-
ditional rigging, and ensured that the
design was validated through hydrody-
namic model testing at the Department
of Ocean Engineering, IIT Madras and
internal technical assessment.

Indian Navy inducts 5th century ancient
stitched ship as INSV Kaundinya

SC grants anticipatory bail to ex-

IAS probationer Puja Khedkar
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
met dairy owners on Wednesday
and assured them that the existing

cowsheds (‘gaushalas’) will be expanded
and new ones will be established.

She held a high-level meeting at the
Delhi Secretariat with representatives of
all authorised dairies, gaushala represen-
tatives and senior officials of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) and the
Animal Husbandry Department, an offi-
cial statement said. The meeting focused
on reviewing the current state of gausha-
las operating in the capital, the growing
issue of stray cattle, and the dire condi-
tion of authorised dairy colonies, with an
aim to ensure quick and effective solu-
tions, it added.

Expressing concern over the rising
presence of stray cows on Delhi’s roads, she
alleged that this is the result of years of neg-
ligence and false promises by the previous
government. “We are focusing on both cit-
izen safety and animal welfare by ensur-
ing proper management, shelter, and care.
It is also our moral responsibility to
ensure that animals shifted from the
streets to gaushalas receive the care they
deserve,” she added. The statement said
comprehensive steps are being taken to
ensure proper sanitation, fodder, medical
care and shelter for animals.

She said a budget of Rs 40 crore has been
allocated for the establishment of a state-
of-the-art ‘Model Gaushala’ in Delhi. This
gaushala will be equipped with modern
facilities for cow protection, dairy produc-
tion and veterinary care. 

Gupta announced that considering the
current situation, the government will
now work on a concrete action plan to
find a permanent solution. She stated
that Wednesday’s meeting concluded
with the decision to equip all authorised
dairies with basic infrastructure such as
drinking water, drainage, sanitation and
sewage systems.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

The Centre on Wednesday told the
Supreme Court that nobody can
claim right over Government land

and it is legally empowered to reclaim
properties which are declared Waqf by
using the Waqf by user principle.

Waqf by user refers to a concept
where a property is recognised as waqf
based on its long-term use for religious
or charitable purposes, even without 
formal documentation. 

Responding to the submissions chal-
lenging the constitutional validity of the
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta commenced
advancing his arguments on behalf of
the Centre before a bench comprising
Chief Justice B R Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih. “Nobody has
the right over government land,” the top
law officer said. 

“There is a Supreme Court judgment
which says the government can save the
property if it belongs to the Government
and has been declared as Waqf,” he said.

At the outset, the law officer said no
affected parties have moved the court and
“it is nobody’s case that Parliament 
does not have the competence to pass this

legislation.” He referred to the report of
the joint parliamentary committee and
the fact that many state governments and
state Waqf boards were consulted before
the Act came into being. The bench
sought response from the Centre on the
pleas of the petitioners that an officer
above the rank of the district collector can
decide the claim over waqf properties on
the grounds that they are of government. 

“This is not just misleading but a false
argument,” the law officer said. The 
hearing in the case is underway. 

The Centre, in its written note, strong-
ly defended the Act, saying waqf by its
very nature is a “secular concept” and
can’t be stayed as there is a “presumption
of constitutionality” in its favour.

It addressed the issues the court had
previously raised and said the law only
sought to regulate secular aspects of waqf
administration while safeguarding reli-
gious freedom. He said there was no
“grave national urgency” calling for its
stay. “It is a settled position in law that
constitutional courts would not stay a
statutory provision, either directly or
indirectly, and will decide the matter
finally. There is a presumption of consti-
tutionality that applies to laws made by
Parliament,” the note said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

The Congress on Wednesday said
India got the support of countries
following the 26/11 attack as the

perpetrators were killed and one was
arrested but after the Pahalgam attack, the
Government is sending diplomatic del-
egations abroad and preparing a dossier
while the terrorists remain at large.

Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh lashed
out at the BJP for its criticism of Rahul
Gandhi and said it should instead
channel its energies to target Pakistan
and China.

“The BJP must answer who gave a
clean chit to Mohammad Ali Jinnah and
praised him? Jaswant Singh and LK
Advani had lauded him and called him
a great leader, Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
taken out the Lahore bus yatra and it was
none other than Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who had gone to Lahore
to break bread with Nawaz Sharif,”
Ramesh said here..

He also recalled that it was former
prime minister Morarji Desai who got
Pakistan’s highest civilian honour
‘Nishan-e-Pakistan’. The BJP must recall
that Desai’s cabinet had Atal Bihari
Vajpayee as the external affairs minister,
he added.

Hitting out at the government, Ramesh
asked why the terrorists behind the April
22 Pahalgam attack had not been arrest-
ed even a month after the incident. He
pointed out that the terrorists who car-
ried out the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks
were killed and one was arrested, due to
which India got the support of countries
across the globe.

“Look at the current situation, we are
preparing a dossier and sending diplo-
matic delegations abroad but the terror-
ists are at large. They must be arrested
and interrogated, that is the real issue,”
he said.

Ramesh’s remarks come amid a war of
words between the Congress and the BJP
over their leaders’ statements on the
India-Pakistan conflict. The BJP called
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi “modern

age Mir Jafar” and the opposition party
hit back, describing External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar as “new age
Jaichand”. The two parties have traded
barbs over their remarks on Operation
Sindoor and also posted memes on
social media, each suggesting that the
other has betrayed the nation.

The Congress and Rahul Gandhi have
attacked Jaishankar, alleging that he
forewarned Pakistan about Operation
Sindoor. It also asked how many planes
India lost and how many terrorists
escaped from their camps in Pakistan due
to the minister’s “warning”.

Tensions between India and Pakistan
escalated after the Pahalgam attack,
which claimed 26 lives.

India carried out precision strikes on
terror infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in the early
hours of May 7, following which
Pakistan attempted to attack Indian mil-
itary bases on May 8, 9 and 10. The
Indian side responded strongly to the
Pakistani actions.

The hostilities ended with an under-
standing on stopping the military actions
following talks between the directors gen-
eral of military operations of both sides
on May 10.

Existing
cowsheds to 
be expanded,
says Delhi CM 

Waqf case: Nobody has right over
Government land, Centre to SC

‘Government preparing dossier
while terrorists remain at large’

The Congress is forced to
make such a statement in

frustration as it is not being 
able to ask for proof (of Indian
military action). Nationalism has
completely vanished from the 
eyes of the Congress
SUDHANSHU TRIVEDI, BJP NATIONAL SPOKESPERSON 

Nationalism completely
vanished in Congress: BJP

Jairam Ramesh
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ANTARA MOHAN n Ranchi

Radhia Aggarwal is a Delhi-based
holistic healer and coach, with her
foundations rooted in traditional

Hatha Yoga. From a deeply intellectual
academic background to holistic healing,
her path has been anything but conven-
tional. Yoga, as she describes, forms her
core foundation.

She spent the latter half of her twen-
ties travelling across countries and cul-
tures, working varied jobs, while deep-
ening her understanding of the self
through practices like inner child heal-
ing, past life regression, Vipassana and
other transformative modalities. Her
journey eventually led her to the
Sivananda Yoga Vedanta Ashram in
Kerala, where she not only completed her
teacher training but discovered yoga as
a way of life.

She volunteered at yoga camps for chil-
dren, went on to teach yoga internation-
ally — in Italy, across India, and conduct-
ed special sessions for mothers. But her
path didn’t end on the mat, it expanded
far beyond it. 
p When did yoga move from explo-
ration to awakening?

In early 2020, just before the pandem-
ic, I began practicing advanced kriyas and
bandhas under a senior teacher. I didn’t
realise what they would open — buried
grief, stored memory, deep energetic pat-
terns. These weren’t just breath practices.
They were catalysts.

Over the next two years, life felt like a
spiritual firewalk. I quit a toxic job dur-
ing lockdown. I was breaking down
internally. Then, just as I began to build
my healing brand, I was hospitalised in
the second wave of COVID. 

Then came a near-fatal car accident —
a truck hit my side. The car was crushed,
but I came out with minor scars and
miraculously, no injury. I saw the hospi-
tal, police station and lawyer’s office all

in twelve hours. The chaos kept 
unfolding.

And months later, I reached my low-
est. I felt numb, lost and was prescribed
anxiety pills. Within three days of med-
ication, I felt myself disappearing from
inside, totally numb. That’s when I near-
ly gave up.

The morning after, I woke up with an
unexplainable shift. I walked barefoot
onto the grass, lay on my mat for hours,
staring at the sky and just surrendered to
nature. I got this nudge from within —
to leave. 

I couldn’t explain it, but my body knew
something my mind couldn’t. Despite the
fears, weakness, and uncertainty, I trav-
elled alone to a country I had never been
before. Rest is history.  The person who
returnedwas not the one who left. I chose
to be called Radhia — a name that came
to me frequently in meditation, and let

go of my birth name Radhika. This was
a metaphorical death. A rebirth. I never
touched anxiety pills again.

Yogic initiation disturbs before it
soothes. To bring you into union, it first
clears the debris. Yoga, life taught me, is
purification before liberation.
p Were there moments of grace that
reaffirmed your path?

Many. One of the most surreal was
when the Krishna idol at home sipped
milk late evening. It marked an awaken-
ing for my sister, who had lost faith in
God. When I told my yoga teacher, he
simply said, “This is the reward of your
sadhana.” And perhaps the most beauti-
ful gift was to see the shift in my family.
Not through force, through energy. It still
brings a smile to see God’s Leela. Yoga
teaches you the power of faith and sur-
render.
p Yoga is often treated as a post-retire-

ment or fitness option. What’s your per-
spective?

Yoga isn’t about fixing. It’s about root-
ing. What’s the point of digging roots after
the tree is already sick?

We live on autopilot — chasing accom-
plishments, avoiding inner alignment,
hoping peace will come later. As Krishna
says in the Gita, “One who is devoted to
the path of selfless action attains perfec-
tion.” But how can your actions be self-
less if you don’t know who you are?

Yoga offers the seed of intention.
When you treat your breath like a prayer,
your life becomes a sadhana. You start
choosing from awareness, not fear. You
become comfortable in your own com-
pany. You create from presence, not pres-
sure. Rooting in yoga early opens a direct
link to the Creator, and teaches you how
to co-create.
p You now run a holistic healing brand.
How does yoga live in the work you do
today?

A: Yoga was the force that gave me the
clarity to trust my vision, especially
when no one believed in it, and I was
expected to play safe and follow a con-
ventional path.

As for my brand, Holsoltre, yoga
forms its very foundation. While psychol-
ogy focuses on the mind and medical sci-
ence on the body, yoga teaches the
union of all three — mind, body, and spir-
it. That’s exactly what Holsoltre stands for:
the holistic soul of this triad. Healing can-
not be fragmented; it has to be integrat-
ed. Yoga is the cement that binds togeth-
er the multiple modalities I use in my
work, including graphology, trauma heal-
ing, inner child work, and karma healing.

Most importantly, in a world where
healing and the occult are repackaged as
profit making industries, my roots in yoga
remind me to choose depth over 
performance; it keeps me anchored in the
core values of integrity, humility, and love
as service.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

The All India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) has decided to
revive its nationwide Tahaffuz-e-

Awqaf (Protection of Waqf) campaign, sus-
pended earlier due to the sensitive nation-
al situation and the aftermath of Operation
Sindoor. 

The board is preparing for a series of pub-
lic programmes and rallies across India,
aiming to counter what it calls “systemat-
ic encroachment and government over-
reach” into waqf properties following
amendments to the Waqf Act.

Addressing the media, Dr Syed Qasim
Rasool Ilyas, national spokesperson of the
AIMPLB and convener of the All India
Tahaffuz-e-Awqaf Committee, said the
campaign is being resumed after May 16
with renewed urgency.

“After Operation Sindoor and the emer-
gency-like atmosphere in the country, we
had postponed all public meetings and
dharnas. But the threat to waqf properties
remains real and urgent. The government
is creating confusion, and we are duty-
bound to counter it with facts and public
mobilization,” said Dr. Ilyas.

The board has finalised a detailed blue-
print of public outreach programs under the
Waqf Bachao Andolan banner. The cam-
paign will begin with region-specific rallies
and public meetings. A women-focused
meeting will be held in Hyderabad on May
22, followed by events in Nizamabad
(Telangana) on May 30, Jalgaon
(Maharashtra) on May 23, Nanded on May
24, and Aurangabad on May 25.

The board will place special emphasis on
Bihar, which is headed for assembly elec-
tions. The AIMPLB has tasked Imarat-e-
Sharia (Bihar-Odisha-Jharkhand) with
organizing awareness programs in Patna,
Araria, Kishanganj, Bhagalpur, Begusarai,
Saharsa, Madhubani, Siwan, and
Darbhanga.

“Bihar is electorally important, and it also
has a large number of waqf properties under
threat. People need to be made aware of
their rights before the state goes to polls,”
Dr. Ilyas explained.

Preparations for similar mass mobiliza-
tion drives are underway in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, and West Bengal.

The campaign targets the controversial
Waqf (Amendment) Act, passed by the
Central government and further tightened
in subsequent years, most notably with
administrative changes and increased gov-
ernment control over waqf properties.

Under the amended law the Waqf Board’s
autonomy is curtailed, allowing state and
central governments more influence over

the management of waqf properties. Section
52A gives the government powers to
remove waqf property managers or
“mutawallis” under vague
conditions.Section 4 allows for survey and
reclassification of waqf lands, leading to
alleged wrongful inclusion or exclusion.

“These amendments are not administra-
tive improvements. They are part of a long-
term design to seize community assets, par-
ticularly those located in prime urban loca-
tions,” said Dr. Ilyas. “We are not against reg-
ulation, but we are against the erosion of
community ownership.”

The AIMPLB’s move comes amid grow-
ing concern within the Muslim communi-
ty about alleged encroachments on waqf
properties and the increasing centralization
of their administration. Legal experts and
minority rights activists have also flagged
issues around lack of transparency and inad-
equate representation on state waqf boards.

The board emphasized that its campaign
is peaceful, legal, and aimed at informing
the public. “We will organize peaceful ral-
lies, distribute literature, hold public discus-
sions and raise awareness. This is not just
about Muslims. This is about safeguarding
one of the largest charitable land holdings
in the country,” said Dr. Ilyas.

The Tahaffuz-e-Awqaf campaign, which
had seen significant participation during its
initial phase last year, is now set to gain trac-
tion once again, especially in poll-bound
states. With heightened political and com-
munal sensitivities in the backdrop, the
board’s outreach could trigger wider debates
over minority rights and state interference
in religious endowments.

The AIMPLB is preparing for a
series of public programmes
and rallies across India, aiming
to counter what it calls
“systematic encroachment and
government overreach” into
Waqf properties following
amendments to the Waqf Act

AIMPLB to relaunch save Waqf campaign

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Weather conditions across Uttar
Pradesh remain sharply divided,
with scorching heat gripping

the western and Bundelkhand regions,
while thunderstorms and rain lash the east-
ern districts. Banda emerged as the hottest
city in the state this season, recording a
searing 46.6°C .

Jhansi also faced extreme heat, with tem-
peratures soaring to 45.4°C. In a tragic inci-
dent, a young man reportedly collapsed
due to heatstroke and died before reach-
ing the hospital.

In Prayagraj, efforts to prevent power
outages include using coolers to lower the
temperature of transformers. Meanwhile,
in response to the intensifying heat, the
Meerut district administration has declared
summer vacations for all schools up to
Class 8 until May 31. Schools for Classes
9 to 12 will also remain shut if examina-
tions are not being held.

In stark contrast, eastern UP districts
experienced strong winds and rain. In
Kaushambi, a late-night thunderstorm
uprooted hundreds of trees and electrici-
ty poles. A tent set up for a mass wedding
under a government scheme was blown
200 meters away, and chairs and mattress-
es were drenched. The event, which was
scheduled to host the weddings of 200 cou-
ples on Wednesday, has now been post-
poned to Thursday.

The storm also caused widespread
power outages in several areas. Rainfall was
recorded in at least eight districts in the
past 24 hours, with Maharajganj in
Purvanchal witnessing the highest at 11.5
mm.

In Lakhimpur Kheri, a wall collapsed
amid rain and high winds on Wednesday

morning, resulting in the tragic death of
a father and his 10-year-old daughter.
Shravasti too experienced strong morning
showers with gusty winds. In Maharajganj,
darkness enveloped the region as early as
8:30 a.m. due to dense clouds and strong
winds. Balrampur also recorded heavy
rainfall.

Lucknow, while not facing the brunt of
the storms, remained under light cloud
cover since morning. Meteorologist Atul

Kumar from the Lucknow Met Office
attributed the weather fluctuations to
moisture-laden easterly winds from the
Bay of Bengal. “A new western disturbance
and weather system are becoming active
over Uttar Pradesh. The moisture inflow
from the Bay of Bengal may temporarily
reduce the impact of the heatwave in some
districts,” he said.

However, he warned that the relief might
be short-lived, as temperatures are expect-
ed to rise again over the next three to four
days. “By the end of this month, temper-
atures could soar beyond 47°C in some
areas,” Kumar added.

As climate variability continues to
intensify, both citizens and officials across
Uttar Pradesh are bracing for further dis-
ruptions in the days ahead.

In response to the intensifying
heat, the Meerut district
administration has declared
summer vacations for all
schools up to Class 8 until May
31. Schools for Classes 9 to 12
will also remain shut if
examinations are not being held

Heatwave grips western UP 

GIRISH SHARMA n Bhopal

Amidst the serene 250-acre green
expanse of Swarn Jayanti Park,
which boasts a scenic 10-kilo-
meter walking trail, a quiet

wellness revolution has been quietly
flourishing since October 2010. 

Every morning from 6.30 to 8.30 am,
yoga guru and naturopathy expert Rajesh
Shrivastava leads two free batches of yoga
training, drawing hundreds of partici-
pants seeking holistic health.

A diploma holder in yoga and natur-
opathy and post-graduate in yoga and
human medical science, Shrivastava has
dedicated his life to promoting yoga as a
comprehensive path to physical, mental,
and spiritual well-being. “Yoga is not
merely a practice; it is a way to unite body,
mind and soul,” he explains.

Under his stewardship, the Yoga
Dharam Sadhana Kendra in Swarn Jayanti
Park has become a sanctuary for wellness
seekers of all ages. “Our sessions have
empowered thousands, helping students
unlock their potential, cultivate discipline,
and enhance both mental and physical
health,” Shrivastava said.

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
when in-person gatherings were restrict-
ed, Shrivastava swiftly transitioned to
online sessions, ensuring continuity in

service and community engagement. His
commitment remained steadfast despite
the challenges.

Shrivastava is particularly focused on
stress management, especially for students
facing board and competitive examina-
tions. He conducts special summer ses-
sions annually for the students, with this
year’s scheduled from June 1 to June 15.

His expertise spans Patanjali’s Ashtanga
Yoga, Yoga Nidra, Vipassana Dhyana,
Pranayama, Kriya Yoga, as well as tech-
niques for weight loss and lifestyle disease
management. Many participants have
reported significant improvements in
conditions such as diabetes, hypertension,
thyroid disorders  and migraines through

yoga and diet alone. “Yoga empowers,
nourishes, and heals. My mission is to
make this ancient gift accessible to every-
one,” Shrivastava emphasized. Each morn-
ing, approximately 80 participants join
each of the two one-hour batches. 

Recognising the growing community,
the Capital Project Administration (CPA),
which developed the park, has con-
structed a dedicated platform and a pro-
tective shed for practitioners.

As Bhopal awakens each day, the tran-
quil surroundings of Swarn Jayanti Park
resonate with chants, mindful breathing,
and the transformative power of yoga—
led by a teacher whose focus remains on
healing and service rather than profit.

MOHIT KANDHARI n Pahalgam

One month after the devastating ter-
ror attack on April 22 in
Pahalgam’s Baisaran Valley, which

claimed 26 lives, mostly tourists, the pic-
turesque hotspot resembles a ghost town.

Armed personnel from the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, CRPF and Indian Army
stand vigilant at multiple checkpoints and
patrol the deserted streets, a stark contrast
to Pahalgam’s usual vibrancy as a tourist
haven.

The attack, the deadliest on civilians in
India since 2008, has crippled Pahalgam’s
tourism-driven economy, leaving local
businesses in despair and the region’s icon-
ic charm overshadowed by fear.

“The only people we see are men in uni-
form,” said Shakeel Ahmad, a local shop-
keeper who closed his handicraft store last
week. “No tourists, no business—just fear.” 

According to the representatives of the
Jammu and Kashmir Hotels and
Restaurants Association, 90% of hotels in
Pahalgam are either shut or operating at
single-digit occupancy, with cancella-
tions exceeding 13 lakh bookings through
August. Restaurants and tea stalls, once
packed with visitors savoring
Kashmiri/Punjabi/ Chinese cuisine, stand
deserted, their owners counting losses. “I
used to serve 50-60 customers a day. Now,
I’m lucky to see one,” said Shabir Ahmad,
a restaurant owner near the Lidder River. 

The closure of shops selling Pashmina
shawls, saffron, and souvenirs has further
deepened the economic gloom, with
many vendors relocating to Srinagar in
search of alternative livelihoods.

The economic fallout is catastrophic for
Pahalgam’s residents, who rely almost
entirely on tourism. The attack’s timing,

ahead of the peak summer season, has
wiped out hopes of a bustling year, with
losses estimated in crores.

The region’s iconic destinations—
Gulmarg, Tangmarg, Sonamarg, and Dal
Lake, Shankaracharya temple, Boulevard
Road, and Lal Chowk—in Srinagar—
remain hauntingly empty, as fear contin-
ues to deter visitors. 

The Jammu region, including pilgrim-
age sites like Mata Vaishno Devi, Shiv
Khori, and tourist hubs like Patnitop, mir-
rors this bleak reality.

The passenger traffic at Srinagar airport
has sharply declined in the last month.
Before the Pahalgam terror attack, more
than 9000 visitors were landing at the air-
port. At present, the number has come
down to 3000 (average).

The Jammu region transporters, who
rely on tourist vehicles to ferry visitors
across the region’s scenic routes, are
equally distraught. “The highways are
empty. We’re running at a loss every day,”

said a taxi driver in Jammu, who request-
ed anonymity. The closure of the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway due to land-
slides in Ramban district in April further
compounded the crisis, though it has since
reopened for two-way traffic.  

The annual Amarnath Yatra, set for July
3, poses a monumental challenge for secu-
rity forces. With India-Pakistan tensions
heightened after “Operation Sindoor”—
India’s May 7 missile strikes on terror
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Jammu Kashmir—and recent LoC skir-
mishes, ensuring a safe pilgrimage is
daunting.

Last week, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah told reporters in Srinagar that
tourism has been hit quite badly, and we
have had very few tourists visiting
Kashmir this summer. Right now, our
focus is on the Amarnath Yatra — we want
it to pass incident-free, and for all the
yatris to return safe and sound. After that,
we will look into ways to promote

tourism,” he said.
The Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha,

while chairing a meeting of the Unified
command in Srinagar on Tuesday, direct-
ed all the security agencies to conduct pre-
cise, intelligence-led operations to neu-
tralise terrorists and dismantle support
cells to ensure a safe and peaceful
Amarnath pilgrimage.

The terror attack—attributed to
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Resistance Front—has
shattered the region’s sense of safety. A ?20
lakh reward for information on three sus-
pected terrorists, including a local and two
Pakistani nationals, remains active, with
posters plastered across the Valley. 

Meanwhile, the investigations in the
Pahalgam terror case are also going on,
even as anti-terror operations have been
intensified to hunt down the perpetrators
behind the attack. So far, local service
providers and overground workers have
been detained and questioned by the NIA
teams to gather vital inputs in the case.

Airlines, desperate to revive travel, have
slashed fares to historic lows. One-way
tickets from Delhi to Srinagar now cost
as little as Rs 4,200 and the rates of
Srinagar-Jammu flights have dropped to
Rs 1999. Yet, the rush remains nonexis-
tent. 

On Sunday, stakeholders associated
with the Tourism Industry in the valley
organized a motor car rally from Dal Lake
to Pahalgam, sending out an open invi-
tation to tourists to return to Kashmir.
“We are not just telling tourists to come
— we are telling them that the people of
Kashmir stand united for peace. The
doors of our homes are open, our hearts
are open.”Kashmir is safe, Kashmir is
ready to host you with open arms, read
the placards during the rally.

Baisaran Valley in Pahalgam resembles ghost town after attack

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Amid rising concerns over bird flu,
the Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department has extended the clo-

sure of all zoos and the Etawah Lion Safari
for another week. The zoos will now
remain closed to the public until at least
May 27, according to a directive issued by
Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Anuradha Vemuri.

This move comes in the wake of con-
firmed avian influenza cases in Kanpur
Zoological Park and the recent death of a
tigress at Shaheed Ashfaqulla Khan
Zoological Park in Gorakhpur, which
was attributed to bird flu.

“In view of the avian influenza outbreak,
all zoos in the state, including the Lion
Safari in Etawah, will remain closed for one
more week. We are following all necessary
protocols. The situation is under control,
but we are taking these steps as a precau-
tion,” said Anuradha Vemuri.

Last week, zoos in Lucknow, Kanpur,
and Gorakhpur were temporarily shut for
seven days as a preventive measure.
However, following the latest assessments
and confirmation of bird flu cases, the clo-
sure has now been extended across all zoo-
logical facilities in the state.

At the Nawab Wajid Ali Shah Zoological
Park in Lucknow, authorities confirmed
that there is no active case of bird flu. Still,
the zoo will remain closed to visitors till
May 27 on the orders of the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife).

“Though there is no confirmed case in
Lucknow Zoo, we are taking no chances.
Intensive monitoring of all wild animals
is being conducted as per Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) guidelines,” said Aditi
Sharma, Director of the zoo.

She added that health surveillance and
sampling protocols are in place, and a spe-

cial team is monitoring vulnerable species
such as birds of prey, waterfowl, and big
cats round-the-clock.

The situation is more serious in
Gorakhpur. The Shaheed Ashfaqulla Khan
Zoological Park was the first in the state
to report a fatal case – a tigress that suc-
cumbed to avian influenza. Following this,
several food samples and biological sam-
ples from other animals were sent to the
Indian Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) in Bareilly for testing.

“We have lost several animals in recent
weeks. While bird flu was confirmed in the
tigress’s case, we are not taking any risk
with other species,” a senior official at
Gorakhpur Zoo stated.

The Kanpur Zoological Park also report-
ed confirmed cases of avian influenza,
prompting the state wildlife department to
intensify its containment and surveil-
lance measures.

Officials say that disinfection drives,
restrictions on feeding practices, isolation
of suspected animals, and regulated entry
of staff are being strictly implemented at
all locations. “The next review will be con-
ducted before May 27. Any decision
regarding reopening will depend on vet-
erinary reports and the ground situation,”
said Anuradha Vemuri.

Avian influenza, commonly known as
bird flu, is a contagious viral disease that
primarily affects birds but can also infect
mammals, including big cats. Zoos are
especially vulnerable to outbreaks due to
the presence of both avian and non-avian
species in proximity, making cross-species
transmission a significant risk.

According to experts, once a case is con-
firmed in any zoo, an extensive biosecu-
rity protocol must be followed, including
closing public access, isolating affected
species, and testing both animals and their
food sources.

Zoos, lion safari in UP to
remain closed till May 27 

‘Yoga teaches purification before liberation’

Deserted Dal Lake in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir PIONEER PHOTO

‘Yoga is a way to unite
body, mind and soul’



With its rich biodiversity, deep-rooted farming tradi-
tions, and a population that still lives close to the land,
rural India holds the key to reversing India’s biodi-

versity crisis and achieving true sustainable development. As
the world observes International Day for Biological Diversity
(IDB), the spotlight turns toward the communities that have
long lived in harmony with nature and the urgent need to
empower them as agents of ecological change.

As we near the 2030 deadline for the Sustainable
Development Goals and the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF), it becomes
increasingly clear that rural India is not only central
to India’s biodiversity agenda — it could well be the
catalyst that tips the scales. 

Biodiversity is far more than an environmental
concern; it is the foundation of life. It supports our
food systems, sustains livelihoods, regulates the cli-
mate, purifies water, and provides protection against
natural disasters. The rapid loss of species and ecosys-
tems, both globally and in India, is not just a tragedy
for nature — it is a threat to human survival and well-
being. The KMGBF calls for a global transformation:
a new way of living that restores the balance between people
and the natural world. In India, this transformation is most
possible and most needed-in our villages and agricultural farm-

lands. The legacy of the Green Revolution, while pivotal in
addressing food shortages in post-independence India, also
set farmers on a path heavily reliant on chemical fertilisers,
pesticides, monoculture crops, and genetically modified seeds.
Over time, this model has led to soil degradation, declining
biodiversity, water stress, and increased input costs — leav-
ing many smallholders vulnerable. As the ecological costs of
this type of farming become more evident, the need of the hour
is to re-educate and enable farmers helping them reconnect
with time-tested traditional methods that work with nature,
not against it. Natural farming, agroecology, and organic tech-

niques offer a path toward regeneration. And it’s not
a case of ‘easier said than done. Rural India is home

to nearly two-thirds of the country’s population
and the majority of its agricultural production. For
centuries, Indian farmers and indigenous com-
munities have worked with, rather than against,
nature. They’ve practised traditional farming sys-
tems that nurture biodiversity-rotating crops, sav-
ing seeds, maintaining mixed farming systems,
and using organic inputs long before they were
branded as “sustainable.” These time-tested
approaches offer valuable solutions to today’s chal-
lenges — if only we can help our farmers remem-
ber them and adopt them.

By building on these traditions and expand-
ing nature-friendly practices like agroecology, organic farm-
ing, and natural farming, India can move toward a truly sus-
tainable agri-food system-one that supports biodiversity instead

of depleting it. And yet, this transition requires more than just
technical changes. It demands a shift in how we value and sup-
port rural communities. Farmers must be recognised not only
as food producers but as stewards of biodiversity. Their knowl-
edge must be respected, their leadership encouraged, and their
work made economically viable.

This moment also calls for greater synergy between poli-
cy and practice. India’s National Biodiversity Strategies and
Action Plans have an opportunity to meaningfully integrate
the ambitious targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) while aligning with
national and state-level development priorities. Government
support will continue to play a crucial role-through enabling
policies, incentives, training, and infrastructure. Just as vital,
however, is the active engagement of civil society, CSR bod-
ies, local institutions, and farmers themselves, who bring invalu-
able on-ground experience and insight. By working togeth-
er across sectors, we can co-create solutions that are both local-
ly rooted and globally relevant. 

As the 2030 deadline looms, the need for action is urgent.
But there is still time to rewrite the story. The International
Day for Biological Diversity reminds us to recognise that India’s
future lies not in distant boardrooms or global summits-but
in its villages, fields, and forests. Here, harmony with nature
is a way of life-waiting to be recognised, revitalised, and scaled
for a better tomorrow.
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On May 12, 2025, Baloch nationalist
leader Mir Yar Baloch made a his-
toric and audacious move: he
declared the Republic of Balochistan

as an independent nation. In his impassioned
address, he called upon the United Nations
and the global community to recognise the
new state, free from Pakistani domination.
What was once seen as a peripheral movement
has now emerged as a central fault line in
South Asia’s geopolitical landscape. The roots
of the Baloch nationalist movement run deep.
Balochistan — a region straddling Pakistan,
Iran, and Afghanistan-has a long history of
tribal autonomy and cultural uniqueness.
Historically ruled by tribal confederacies
and princely states such as the Khanate of
Kalat, Balochistan fiercely resisted centralised
control. During British colonial rule, the region
served as a buffer zone against Russian
expansion, with Britain exercising indirect rule
while allowing internal autonomy. When
British India was partitioned in August 1947,
Pakistan was born on the 14th, followed by
India a day later. But just before these
momentous events, on August 12, 1947, the
Khan of Kalat declared Balochistan an inde-
pendent state. Pakistan’s founder, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, initially acknowledged Balochistan’s
separate identity. 

However, pressures from global powers and
regional considerations led to a shift. On
March 27, 1948, Pakistan forcibly annexed
Balochistan — a move widely viewed by the
Baloch as illegitimate. This annexation marked
the beginning of a long and bitter struggle for
autonomy and justice. The decades that fol-
lowed were marked by uprisings and brutal
crackdowns. Major rebellions erupted in
1958-59 and again in 1963-69, led by Nawab
Nauroz Khan and Sher Muhammad Marri.
In 1973, Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
dismissed the provincial Government, spark-
ing another wave of insurgency. Inspired by
the secession of East Pakistan in 1971, Baloch
rebels fought for nearly four years before
being crushed by superior military force and
lack of internal cohesion.

A pivotal moment came in 2006 with the
assassination of Nawab Akbar Bugti, a
prominent Baloch leader. His death gal-
vanised insurgent groups like the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) and the Balochistan
Liberation Front (BLF), who began targeting
Pakistani military installations, infrastructure,
and Chinese investments-particularly those
associated with the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Balochistan’s grievances are not merely his-
torical. The region, which comprises 44 per
cent of Pakistan’s landmass and houses
around 15 million people, remains one of the
most impoverished and underdeveloped

areas in the country. Despite its rich reserves
of natural gas and minerals, its people face
chronic unemployment, illiteracy, and polit-
ical marginalisation. Baloch representation in
Pakistan’s power structures — military,
bureaucracy, and politics remains negligible.
For many Baloch, Pakistan is not a nation but
an occupying force.

The Tectonic Shift
Tensions escalated sharply after the May 7,
2025 launch of Operation Sindoor by the
Indian armed forces. The operation was a
direct response to the Pahalgam massacre,
where terrorists-allegedly backed by Pakistan’s

military-attacked Indian
tourists in Jammu and
Kashmir. The attack was
perceived as an affront to
India’s post-Article 370
peace efforts, prompting
calls for decisive action
across India.

Operation Sindoor
was swift and strategic.
As Pakistan reeled from
the fallout and turned its
focus eastward, the
Baloch insurgency
surged. On May 11, the

BLA launched a coordinated attack across 52
locations, hitting 71 strategic targets in one of
the most extensive operations in the move-
ment’s history. The very next day, the decla-
ration of independence followed. What had
long been simmering beneath the surface
exploded into full view.

A Region on the Brink
The emergence of a declared Republic of

Balochistan has re-ignited debates around sup-
pressed ethnic identities within Pakistan. On
social media and in diaspora forums, Baloch
voices are gaining traction, framing their strug-
gle as a legitimate fight for self-determination.

Regional stability
Pakistan now finds itself fighting an internal
battle on multiple fronts. Already diplomat-
ically isolated and militarily stretched,
Islamabad risks further alienating global
opinion if it responds with forceful suppres-
sion. The haunting memory of Bangladesh’s
liberation in 1971 looms large. Should the
movement gain momentum, the specter of
Pakistan’s fragmentation becomes a real and
pressing concern.

China, deeply invested in CPEC, finds itself
in a precarious position. Gwadar Port-a
linchpin of Chinese strategic ambitions-is
located in Balochistan. A hostile or unregu-
lated Balochistan could disrupt trade routes
and force Beijing into direct involvement.
Already wary of unrest in its Xinjiang region,
China may feel compelled to support Pakistan
militarily or deploy private security contrac-
tors, effectively internationalising the conflict.

Iran, too, is watching closely. The province
of Sistan-Balochistan, home to a significant
Baloch population, shares ethnic and cultur-
al ties with Pakistani Balochistan. A success-
ful separatist movement could inspire simi-
lar demands within Iran, pushing Tehran into
a closer security alignment with Islamabad.

Afghanistan, governed by the Taliban,
remains an unpredictable wildcard.
Depending on how events unfold, Kabul could
either offer safe haven to Baloch militants or
leverage the unrest to strengthen its influence
along the volatile Durand Line. India stands

at a critical juncture. Since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 2016 Red Fort speech
expressing solidarity with the Baloch, India has
maintained a position of moral support.
Balochistan’s declaration presents an oppor-
tunity to diplomatically highlight Pakistan’s
internal contradictions. However, overt sup-
port may invite international criticism or mil-
itary escalation. India is more likely to pur-
sue a strategy of diplomatic engagement, and
outreach to the global Baloch diaspora.

Will the world recognise the Republic of
Baluchistan? As of now, no state has done so
officially. However, support from exiled lead-
ers, sympathetic legislatures, and human
rights organisations could slowly tilt the nar-
rative.  Symbolic recognitions could embold-
en the movement and complicate Pakistan’s
internal dynamics.  Islamabad is expected to
respond with a mix of force and political
maneuvering. Constitutional changes, emer-
gency laws, or military crackdowns may be
deployed to suppress the rebellion. Yet, his-
tory suggests such measures may deepen the
wounds rather than heal them. In truth,
whether or not Balochistan gains full state-
hood, its declaration has laid bare a long-
neglected crisis. 

This is more than a separatist bid-it is a
demand for dignity, justice, and self-determi-
nation. The Republic of Balochistan may still
be a contested dream, but its voice can no
longer be silenced. South Asia now stands at
a crossroads. Ignore this declaration, and the
region risks repeating history. Confront it with
wisdom, and perhaps a new, inclusive order
can emerge from the shadows of discontent.

Balochistan: The search for nationhood
Citing decades of oppression and neglect, Baloch leaders are demanding international recognition for a long-

suppressed cause — now thrust into global focus amid rising insurgency and regional turmoil

CHANDRAKANT
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Rural India can lead the biodiversity revolution

Delhi is in a heat emergency. The threat is not just what the
thermometer shows — it’s in the air we breathe, the infrastructure
we rely on, and the fragile lives caught in between. Delhi finds

itself teetering on the edge of a climate emergency. With daytime
temperatures already breaching unbearable levels and heat indices — the
“feels like” temperature — soaring towards a blistering 50°C, the capital
is caught in an escalating crisis.  A new report by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW), titled “How Extreme Heat is Impacting
India,” paints a stark picture of what’s driving this relentless heat. Delhi
now ranks among the top 10 most heat-vulnerable regions in the country.
The report highlights a dramatic increase in very warm nights — indicating
that nights are no longer bringing respite from daytime heat. This
disturbing trend, combined with the city’s dense infrastructure, is fueling
what’s known as the urban heat island effect, where tightly packed
buildings and roads absorb and trap heat, pushing local temperatures
higher than in surrounding rural areas.

To make matters worse, relative humidity in Delhi has climbed nearly 9
per cent in the past ten years. When humidity rises, the body’s natural
cooling mechanism — sweat evaporation — slows down, making it harder
to cope and significantly increasing the “feels like” temperature.
Compounding the crisis is the shrinking diurnal temperature range: the
difference between day and night temperatures is narrowing, which
means the city simply doesn’t cool down enough after sunset. 

More buildings, more energy use, more vehicles — all these lead to the
heat load. While no one is entirely safe, the burden falls heaviest on the
most vulnerable. Children, the elderly, and those who work outdoors  —
are at serious risk. Residents of informal settlements, where homes lack
insulation, proper ventilation, or consistent electricity, are also
disproportionately affected. Low-income families struggle to afford
cooling appliances, while people with heart or respiratory issues face
compounding health risks. Despite relatively good access to healthcare
and electricity in Delhi, the scale of exposure and intensity of the hazard
overwhelms these buffers, especially during prolonged heatwaves.

In these conditions,  adaptation is the key for survival. People are
urged to stay indoors during peak heat hours. Hydration is crucial —
water intake should be frequent, even without thirst, while alcohol,
caffeine, and sugary drinks should be avoided. Wearing loose, light-
colored cotton clothing helps, as does using fans, wet towels, or mist
sprays to cool down. And at the first sign of heat-related illness dizziness,
excessive sweating, confusion, or nausea — immediate medical attention
can save lives. Meteorologists indicate that some relief may arrive with
the pre-monsoon showers expected in late June. The Delhi Government’s
newly launched Heat Action Plan is a timely and vital step, aiming to
reduce both short-term harm and long-term risk. However,
implementation and execution are vital. What’s clear is that this  extreme
weather is  the new normal, and it demands urgent, systemic change.

The unprecedented heat has gripped the capital and
the worst part — the monsoon is still weeks away

Heat crisis deepens as
summer peaks early

The new wave of Corona virus
The latest wave of Coronavirus disease or COVID-19 has
hit many countries in Southeast Asia, with the spread of
new Omicron sub variants like JN.1., India, too has
reported 164 fresh cases of Covid 19, including
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Delhi and Rajasthan. To review the
current COVID-19 situation and the rise in number of
cases, the chairperson-ship of the Director General of
Health Services (DGHS) has held a meeting with experts
from the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC),
Emergency Medical Relief (EMR) division, Disaster
Management Cell, Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and Central Government hospitals. Maharashtra
has 56 active cases. Two Covid-19 related deaths have
been reported, one 59 year old cancer patient and a 14
year old girl with Kidney disease. Kerala has reported 69
new cases. Tamil Nadu has 34 new cases. There are
currently 257 active cases in India, a major spike observed
last week. As of May 19, 2025, India has reported 257
active cases of Covid 19 cases. Both Singapore and Hong
Kong are on high alert regarding the rise of covid cases.
However, the symptoms have been ‘mild’ and not fatal,
health authorities are taking extra precautions. Hospital
arrangements and other precautionary measures are
being taken by the health authorities. Experts have
advised the citizens to wear masks and maintain social
distance to prevent the mutation of this variant. 

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Dr Jayant Vishnu Narlikar is no more 
Senior astrophysicist Dr Jayant Vishnu Narlikar passed
away at his residence in Pune on May 20th, 2025. Dr
Narlikar was not only a scientist but also a science writer
and a pioneer of science fiction. He authored several
books and articles in Marathi and English on scientific
topics. To popularise science among the masses, he
utilised television programs, article series, and lectures.
He made significant contributions to astronomy,
cosmology, and science outreach. He pursued higher
education at Cambridge University. There, under the
guidance of renowned astrophysicist Sir Fred Hoyle, he
completed his PHD Together they proposed the Hoyle —
Narlikar theory of gravitation, which is considered an
alternative to the Big Bang theory. 

In 1988, he established the Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) in Pune and
served as its director until 2003. Dr Narlikar’s dedication
to science communication is evident in his writings, TV
appearances, and lectures aimed at igniting scientific
curiosity among the public. 

He was honored with numerous prestigious awards
such as: Padma Bhushan (1965) Padma Vibhushan
(2004), UNESCO’s Kalinga Prize (1996). Through his
work, Dr Narlikar inspired generations to develop an
interest in astronomy. With his passing, it feels as if a star
from the universe has fallen.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR | MUMBAI

Healthy living is a fundamental right!
Yet in our country, it often feels like a privilege reserved
for those who can afford it. Access to quality fitness
programme, preventive care, and balanced nutrition
remains out of reach for many. 

It’s time we change that. We must make affordable,
high-quality wellness options a part of everyday life for
every Indian. At the same time, we face a growing mental
health crisis that is dangerously overlooked — chronic
loneliness among young urban Indians. Many young
people are silently struggling surrounded by people but
disconnected within.

This includes regular medical check-ups, mental
wellness support, physical fitness, and nutritional balance.
A crucial first step is to normalise conversations around
mental health. Concerns about loneliness, anxiety, and
depression should not be dismissed as mood swings. We
must recognise the deeper emotional wounds our society
often ignores — anxiety, grief, conditional love, feelings of
insignificance, shame, and broken relationships. 

These unspoken burdens often lead to depression,
which is a prolonged state of despair, hopelessness, and
emotional exhaustion. Being excessively self-critical, and
enduring toxic work environments are all triggers of
emotional stress. It’s time we see mental health as integral
to overall well-being. Only then can we build a society
where healthy living is truly a right for all. 

CK SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI
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Fireworks light up the night sky above the Golden Temple on the
auspicious occasion of of Gurgaddi Diwas of sixth Sikh master Guru

Hargobind Sahib Ji, in Amritsar. PTI

PIC TALK

The once-warm relationship between
India and Bangladesh now shivers
under the shadow of trade tensions.

India has boldly restricted $770 million
of Bangladesh’s imports, 42 per cent of
its total exports, in response to
Bangladesh’s restrictive policies, includ-
ing bans on Indian rice, yarn, and con-
sumer goods, coupled with stringent bor-
der inspections. Bangladesh’s policies
stem from political motives. Post-regime
change, hardline forces have fueled anti-
India sentiments, straining trade. Last
year’s $660 million in readymade gar-
ments will now enter only through

Kolkata and Nhava Sheva ports, closing
northeastern land routes. Bangladesh’s
economy, reliant on $45 billion in textile
exports, faces challenges as its LDC sta-
tus ends, threatening tariff-free access.
India, which offered zero tariffs, now
demands a review.

By limiting import routes while grant-
ing transshipment exemptions to Nepal
and Bhutan, India strengthens regional
diplomacy. Bangladesh must now
choose between cooperation or con-
frontation. India’s move is a master-
stroke on the diplomatic chessboard.

RK JAIN ARJEET | BARWANI

THE INDO-BANGLADESH
RELATIONS ARE WILTING AWAY

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



In a bold reaffirmation of India’s commitment
to counter cross-border terrorism, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi established a ‘new
normal’ through Operation Sindoor as a

strong response to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
This operation, which featured deep and precise
strikes on terror camps located not only in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) but also well
within Pakistan’s heartland, was unprecedented. It
showcased India’s strong willpower, operational
maturity, and ability to deliver high-precision strikes
with minimal collateral damage. India’s air defence
capabilities were proven effective in neutralising
advanced and coordinated drone threats. The 
successful hits on strategic air bases of Pakistan 
underscored India’s operational readiness and
deterrent strength. 

Yet, as PM Modi remarked, “We will keep tak-
ing decisive steps,” which subtly foreshadowed that
a full-scale final confrontation is inevitable.
Although the exact timeline remains uncertain,
decisive engagement appears to be a necessary mile-
stone toward realising the vision of Viksit Bharat
—  a developed, secure, and globally respected India.
Therefore, India needs a multidimensional and
proactive strategy to prepare for the final stage of
this prolonged conflict.
Diplomatic Front
Despite the operational success, the global 
diplomatic response did not meet our expectations.
China, predictably, stood by its long-time ally
Pakistan. The United States, while posturing as the
champion of global peace, took a balanced, almost
ambivalent stance, attempting to preserve its
strategic interests on both sides. The European
Union, meanwhile, continued to misinterpret the
conflict through a limited prism of the Kashmir
issue, failing to grasp the larger menace posed by
Pakistan, which is the epicentre of terrorism the
world over.

The short-duration conflict has made it amply
clear that India was not just fighting Pakistan; rather,
it appears to be a broader coalition of actors who
perceive India’s growing assertiveness as a threat to
their geopolitical agendas. This apprehension
reached new heights after Operation Sindoor, where
India’s swift, coordinated and targeted strike inca-
pacitated multiple Pakistani military installations,
including airbases, radars, drone depots, and air
defence systems.

Western powers must reassess their assumptions.
While China continues to back Pakistan both eco-
nomically and militarily, India remains the most sta-
ble and democratic partner capable of upholding
a rules-based global order in the Indo-Pacific region.
The United States, in particular, must recognise that
strengthening India is strategically aligned with its
interest in counterbalancing Chinese expansionism.
However, the American response so far indicates
a hesitancy to decisively back India — opting instead

to maintain a superficial equilibrium between India
and Pakistan. This approach is neither sustainable
nor strategic. More importantly, India has to make
efforts to shift the prevailing global narrative. The
world must be reminded that the Indo-Pak conflict
is not simply a territorial dispute over Kashmir —
it is fundamentally a battle against state-sponsored
terrorism. Pakistan remains a breeding ground for
radical Islamic ideologies that have manifested in

global tragedies such as the
9/11 attacks, London
bombings, Madrid train
attacks, and the Charlie
Hebdo massacre. These
events are enough evidence
that the terror ecosystem
nurtured by Pakistan’s mil-
itary intelligence, especial-
ly the ISI, has global rami-
fications.

India must proactively
convey to the West that
Kashmir has been an inte-
gral part of the Indian civil-
isation for thousands of
years. Unlike Pakistan,
which was founded on a

rigid two-nation theory, India is a vibrant, plural-
istic, and multi-polar democracy that cannot be con-
fined within communal or sectarian boundaries.

This historical and cultural context must be high-
lighted consistently in global forums to counter
Pakistan’s manipulative propaganda. We need to
actively counter-propaganda to reshape the Western
perspective on the Kashmir issue.
External Security/Military Front
In the aftermath of the Pahalgam incident and the
latest escalation with Pakistan, there is no scope for
complacency. The emerging battlefield is not lim-
ited to traditional warfare — technological supe-
riority is now decisive. China’s rapid advances in
military tech, artificial intelligence, and unmanned
systems must alert us to the urgency of prepared-
ness. There is no room for laxity. Constant feed-
back loops from ground-level intelligence, robust
cybersecurity infrastructure, and rapid response
mechanisms must become the norm.

To effectively counter the growing China-
Turkey-Pakistan nexus, India must ensure that it
retains a decisive edge in armaments and warfare
doctrine. Superior technology, robust logistics, and
interoperability across forces are non-negotiable.
This preparation must take place with the knowl-
edge that while Pakistan appears on the back foot,
its backing from China gives it a dangerous strate-
gic cushion. 

The Border Security Force (BSF) currently ful-
fils its peacetime mandate well, leveraging its famil-
iarity with the terrain and local intelligence.

However, it must now evolve into a battle-ready
force capable of handling wartime contingencies.
This includes enhanced access to artillery support,
drone and counter-drone technology, as well as elec-
tronic warfare capabilities. Training modules
should be updated, and regular joint exercises with
the Indian Army must become a routine to ensure
coordination during high-stress scenarios.
Internal Security Front
Internal security presents equally pressing chal-
lenges. One of the most serious is illegal immigra-
tion, particularly from Bangladesh. In 2016, then
Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju stat-
ed that “as per available inputs, there are around 20
million illegal Bangladeshi migrants staying in
India.” This mass influx not only strains local
resources but has also begun altering demograph-
ic compositions in sensitive border states — pos-
ing both security and social threat. Implementing
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) is imper-
ative. However, it must be done transparently and
fairly, shielded from political agendas and vote-bank
compulsions. Handling illegal immigration with an
iron hand is the need of the hour so that demo-
graphic changes can be stopped.

To maintain national harmony, India has to take
strong steps against anti-national elements who are
out to exploit societal divisions. India is under con-
stant assault from psychological and information
warfare, much of it orchestrated by hostile actors
across the border. These campaigns are designed
to sow discord, spread fake narratives, and erode
the nation’s trust in its institutions. Social media has
emerged as the frontline for such attacks and com-
bating them requires a blend of technological vig-
ilance and legal framework. We must consistently
reinforce values of unity, national pride and patri-
otism. Fake news, hate speech and misinformation
must be countered strongly.
In Conclusion
As India stands at a pivotal moment in its 
security journey, Operation Sindoor must be
recognised not as a finale, but as a resounding dec-
laration of intent. It represents India’s capability,
resolve, and strategic acumen. However, the road
to a decisive final confrontation will demand far
more — visionary diplomacy, state-of-the-art 
military readiness, iron-clad internal unity, and
above all, an unflinching political will. This is no
longer just a regional struggle — it is a defining
moment for India’s role as a global power. The 
semifinal has been decisively won. Now, the time
has come to prepare — strategically, diplomatical-
ly, and militarily — for the final. Victory will pave
the way for a truly Viksit Bharat.

Pahalgam, often called “the valley of shepherds,”
rests gently in the cradle of the Himalayas. With
its snow-fed Lidder River, dense pine forests,

and sprawling meadows, it’s easy to see why this cor-
ner of Kashmir is called “paradise on Earth.” Each
spring, travelers from across the world arrive to ride
ponies into the hills, sip hot kahwa by the riverside,
and breathe in the crisp mountain air. It is a place
where time slows down and serenity fills every breath.

This year, the arrival of spring brought more than
blooming flowers — it brought hope. After years of
pandemic lockdowns and political tensions,
Kashmir’s tourist season was finally stirring back to
life. Markets began buzzing again, homestays
reopened their doors, and visitors started returning. 

For many local women, this revival wasn’t just eco-
nomic — it was deeply personal. Tourism had
become a path to independence. Women were 
stepping out of their homes and into new roles: host-
ing travelers in homestays, selling traditional crafts,
running food stalls, leading nature walks, 
and offering embroidery workshops to curious
tourists. Slowly, silently, they were stitching 
together lives of dignity.

Then came April 22, 2025. On that day,
in broad daylight, five armed militants
attacked a group of people in Pahalgam,
opening fire with chilling precision. It was
sudden, merciless. Twenty-six people lost
their lives, and more than twenty others
were injured. It was the deadliest terror
attack India had witnessed in recent
years, and its impact reverberated far
beyond the blood-stained valley.

National headlines captured the hor-
ror of the moment — but what happened
in the days that followed, especially to the
women of Kashmir, was barely men-
tioned. Tourists began cancelling in
droves. According to a recent
LocalCircles survey, more than 62 families across
India abandoned their travel plans to Kashmir. Travel
agencies were flooded with calls for refunds. Hotels
and guesthouses stood empty. The laughter, the click
of cameras, the joyful hum of a region trying to heal
— all of it vanished overnight. And once again, silence
returned to the valley. But this silence was not just
the absence of visitors. For countless women, it meant
the loss of their only source of income. It meant doors
closing — on opportunity, on movement, on 
possibility. Rubeena, who runs a modest kahwa stall
near Aru Valley, spoke through tears: “We had just
started recovering from COVID-19. April was 
supposed to be our busiest time. And now, we are
back to nothing.”

In Anantnag, artisan Shabnam echoed the pain:
“We had tourists who returned every year, who
remembered our names. Now, they’re afraid to come.
And just like that, we are invisible again.”

Studies in recent years have shown that tourism
in Kashmir offered women more than jobs — it gave

them confidence, skills, and a space in the public
sphere. In a place long scarred by conflict, these acts

— selling tea, guiding a walk, teaching
embroidery — were radical steps forward. 

Every kahwa poured, every shawl
stitched, was a quiet act of resilience.

Now, with fear in the air again, fami-
lies are reluctant to let women step out-
side. Daughters are told to stay home.
Homestays once proudly run by women
stand deserted. Kahwa stalls are shuttered.
Craft workshops lie still. The energy that
was just beginning to return has gone
cold again.

And this is where the true damage of
terror lies — not just in lives lost, but in
dreams interrupted. In the retreat of
women from the spaces they had only
just begun to inhabit. In the silence that

replaces the sound of ambition. Kashmir’s instabil-
ity doesn’t just make headlines; it crushes livelihoods.
And while the world debates security and geopoli-
tics, it is the women — without safety nets or alter-
native employment — who bear the brunt of the fall-
out. Every cycle of violence sets them back years.
When we speak of Kashmir, let us not reduce it to
borders and political disputes. 

Let us also see the human cost — especially for
those whose stories rarely reach the surface. It’s not
just about danger. It’s about lost dignity, interrupt-
ed growth, and deferred dreams. Pahalgam has always
symbolised peace. But if we allow violence to keep
defining this region, we are not just losing a tourist
destination — we are losing the women who dared
to hope. We are letting fear win over freedom, silence
over voice, and darkness over the promise of spring.
And that, truly, would be the greatest loss of all.

As we approach the International Day for
Biological Diversity on May 22, the 2025
theme, “Be Part of the Plan,” resonates

deeply with India’s ongoing efforts to safeguard
its extraordinary natural heritage. As one of the
world’s 17 mega-diverse countries, India is home
to over 45,000 plant species and 91,000 animal
species, many of which are endemic. This rich
biodiversity underpins our ecological stability,
cultural identity, and economic prosperity.
Drawing from my experience as PCCF & Chief
Wildlife Warden of Haryana and former IUCN
Country Representative, I am proud to share how
India aligns with the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (GBF) to lead global
conservation efforts.

Adopted at COP15 under the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD), the GBF sets four
global goals and 23 targets to be met by 2030.
India played a pivotal role in shaping this frame-
work and is now integrating it into our National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP).
Our priorities — sustainable agriculture, water
security, climate resilience, and disaster risk
reduction — are seamlessly woven into this plan,
with a strong focus on the 30x30 target (protect-
ing 30% of terrestrial and marine areas), equi-
table genetic resource access, and
enhanced biodiversity financing.
A Unified Conservation
Strategy
India’s strength lies in its “whole-of-
Government and whole-of-society”
approach. We are converging sec-
toral schemes like MGNREGA, the
National Mission for Clean Ganga, Jal
Shakti Abhiyan, the National Bamboo
Mission, and PM Kusum with biodi-
versity goals. In Haryana, the Aravalli
Green Wall Project is a testament to
this synergy. By uniting the Forest
Department, Rural Development,
Panchayati Raj Institutions, and cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) support, we
are restoring degraded Aravalli landscapes with
native flora, enhancing water recharge, and
boosting carbon sequestration.
Preserving Agro-Biodiversity and
Empowering Communities
Our agricultural legacy, with over 160 cultivat-
ed species and thousands of climate-resilient lan-
draces, is a treasure we are determined to pro-
tect. Through the National Mission on
Sustainable Agriculture, Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana, and Plant Genetic Resources
Conservation, we are safeguarding indigenous
varieties and traditional farming systems. State
Biodiversity Boards and over 2.7 lakh
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs)

at the Panchayat level are documenting this
knowledge in People’s Biodiversity Registers
(PBRs). With over 2.9 lakh PBRs, India leads the
world in community-based biodiversity docu-
mentation.

In states like Maharashtra, Kerala, and Odisha,
BMCs are driving conservation
reserves, sacred grove restoration,
and marine biodiversity monitoring
by local fisherfolk and coastal com-
munities. This grassroots momen-
tum embodies the spirit of “Be Part
of the Plan.”
Restoring Ecosystems for
a Sustainable Future
To meet the GBF’s Target 2-restor-
ing 30% of degraded ecosystems by
2030 — India is scaling up forest
landscape restoration, wetland reju-
venation, and coral reef revival.
The Namami Gange Programme is
a global benchmark, integrating

fish diversity monitoring, turtle nesting conser-
vation, and riverine ecosystem restoration. The
National Wetland Mission and MISHTI scheme
for mangrove plantations further protect ecolog-
ically sensitive habitats, ensuring community
participation and climate resilience.
Reviving Wildlife and Engaging
Youth
Our flagship species recovery programs —
Project Tiger, cheetah reintroduction in Kuno
National Park, vulture conservation in Pinjore
(Haryana), and blackbuck protection in Gujarat
and Haryana — demonstrate targeted action.
The expansion of Protected Areas, Eco-Sensitive
Zones, and Conservation Reserves balances 
conservation with community livelihoods.

The youth are our future stewards, and the
National Green Corps (NGC) Eco-Clubs, active
in over 1 lakh schools, are proof of this. These
clubs lead plantation drives, cleanliness 
campaigns, and biodiversity documentation.
Digital platforms like iNaturalist India and the
India Biodiversity Portal empower citizens to
contribute to science and climate action.
Innovative Financing and Global
Leadership
India is pioneering biodiversity financing with
Green Bonds, Payment for Ecosystem Services,
and CSR partnerships. The National CAMPA
Authority directs funds toward restoring degrad-
ed ecosystems, while the Access and Benefit
Sharing (ABS) mechanism ensures communities
benefit from biological resource use. Globally,
India leads the Global Biodiversity Framework
Fund and shares expertise in community
forestry, medicinal plant conservation, and
biodiversity law with Africa, Asia, and Latin
America.
Call to Collective Action
“Be Part of the Plan” is more than a slogan —
it is a responsibility. Whether you are a policy-
maker crafting biodiversity-friendly laws, a
student planting trees, a farmer cultivating
indigenous seeds, or a forest officer patrolling
a sanctuary, every action counts. As India links
biodiversity conservation with climate action,
health, and sustainable development, we set a
global example. This International Day for
Biological Diversity is a moment to commit —
a collective pledge to protect our planet’s living
legacy. Will you join us?

Be part of the plan: India’s bold 
vision for biodiversity conservation
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The message of Operation Sindoor was clear: the path to a secure, developed, and globally respected India — Viksit Bharat — demands
continued resolve, multidimensional preparedness, and an unflinching stand against terrorism in all its forms
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How terror stilled the
dreams of Kashmiri women

WESTERN POWERS MUST
REASSESS THEIR ASSUMPTIONS.

WHILE CHINA CONTINUES TO 
BACK PAKISTAN BOTH

ECONOMICALLY AND MILITARILY,
INDIA REMAINS THE MOST STABLE

AND DEMOCRATIC PARTNER
CAPABLE OF UPHOLDING A 

RULES-BASED GLOBAL ORDER IN
THE INDO-PACIFIC REGION
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Islamabad/Beijing

China, Pakistan and Afghanistan
on Wednesday agreed to expand
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor to Afghanistan as top

leaders from the three nations agreed to
deepen trilateral cooperation.

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) related announcement was made
after Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
Acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan
Amir Khan Muttaqi held an informal tri-
lateral meeting in Beijing, a statement by
the Foreign Office (FO) said in Islamabad.

Dar is on a three day visit to Beijing, the
first high-level interaction after India
launched Operation Sindoor targetting ter-
ror sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

“Pakistan, China, and Afghanistan stand
together for regional peace, stability and
development,” Dar said in a post on X after

the meeting and shared a photo of the three
leaders together. The three Foreign
Ministers reaffirmed trilateral cooperation

as a vital platform to promote regional
security and economic connectivity. 

“They discussed enhancing diplomatic

engagement, strengthening communica-
tions, and taking practical steps to boost
trade, infrastructure and development as
key drivers of shared prosperity,” it said.

“They agreed to deepen Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) cooperation and extend the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) to Afghanistan.”

The Ministers underscored their shared
commitment to countering terrorism and
fostering stability and development in the
region.

India has opposed the $60 billion CPEC
construction as it is being laid through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

It was agreed that the 6th Trilateral
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting will be held in
Kabul at an early, mutually convenient,
date, the FO statement added.

The FO in a post on X announced the
conclusion of Dar’s visit and said Beijing
and Islamabad “reaffirmed their iron-clad
friendship and advanced their shared
vision for international and regional peace
and development.”

PRESS TRUST OF INIDA n Madrid

Spanish authorities said that an advis-
er to former Ukrainian President
Viktor Yanukovych was shot dead

outside a school in Madrid on Wednesday.
Andrii Portnov, 52, was identified as the

victim by Spain’s Interior Ministry. He was
shot at 9:15 am, authorities said.

Witnesses reported that Portnov was
shot “several times” in the head and body
by more than one gunman when he was
getting into a vehicle, police said. The
assailants then fled on foot into a wood-
ed area, police said. Portnov is a former
Ukrainian politician closely tied to
Yanukovych, having served as deputy head
of the presidential office from 2010 to
2014. During Yanukovych’s presidency,
Portnov was widely viewed as a pro-Russia
political figure and was involved in draft-
ing legislation aimed at persecuting par-

ticipants of the 2014 revolution in
Ukraine.

After fleeing Ukraine in 2014, Portnov
reportedly lived in Russia in 2015 before
relocating to Austria. It wasn’t immediate-
ly clear when he moved to Spain. In 2018,
Ukraine’s Security Service, or SBU, opened
an investigation against him on suspicion
of state treason, alleging his involvement
in Russia’s illegal annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula. The criminal case was
closed in 2019. 

In 2021, the United States imposed per-
sonal sanctions on Portnov, designating
him as someone “responsible for or com-
plicit in, or (who) has directly or indirect-
ly engaged in, corruption, including the
mis-appropriation of state assets, the
expropriation of private assets for person-
al gain, corruption related to government
contracts or the extraction of natural
resources, or bribery”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Deir al-Balah (Gaza Strip)

Israeli strikes continued to pound
the Gaza Strip on Wednesday,
despite a surge in international

anger at Israel’s widening offensive,
killing at least 82 people, including sev-
eral women and a week-old infant,
according to the Gaza Health Ministry
and area hospitals. 

Israel began allowing dozens of
humanitarian trucks into Gaza on
Tuesday, but the aid has not yet
reached Palestinians in desperate need.

Jens Laerke, the spokesperson for the
UN’s humanitarian agency, said no
trucks were picked up from the Gaza
side of Kerem Shalom, the Israeli bor-
der crossing with southern Gaza. 

UN spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric
said Tuesday evening that although the
aid had entered Gaza, aid workers 
were not able to bring it to distribution
points, after the Israeli military forced
them to reload the supplies onto 
separate trucks and workers ran out 
of time.

The Israeli defence body that over-
sees humanitarian aid to Gaza said
trucks were enter ing Gaza on
Wednesday morning, but it was
unclear if that aid would be able to
continue deeper into Gaza for distri-
bution. The UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA, said its staff had
waited several hours to collect aid from
the border crossing in order to begin
distribution but were unable to do so
on Tuesday.

A few dozen Israeli activists opposed
to Israel’s decision to allow aid into
Gaza while Hamas still holds Israeli

hostages attempted to block the trucks
carrying the aid on Wednesday morn-
ing, but were kept back by Israeli
police. 
Diplomats come under 
fire in Jenin

A group of diplomats came under
fire while visiting Jenin, a city in the
Israel-occupied West Bank, according
to the Palestinian Authority. 

The diplomats were on official mis-
sion to observe the humanitarian sit-
uation in Jenin when shots rang out. 

The Israeli military did not imme-
diately comment on the shooting. 

An aid worker, who did not want to
be named for fear of reprisal, said a del-
egation of about 20 diplomats was
being briefed about the situation in
Jenin by the Palestinian Authority. 

The group of regional, European and
Western diplomats were standing near
the entrance of the Jenin refugee camp
when they heard gunshots just before
2 pm, though it was unclear where the
shots came from, she said. 

No one was injured, she added.
Footage shows a number of diplo-

mats giving media interviews as rapid
shots ring out close to the group, forc-
ing them to run for cover. 

Jenin has been the site of Israel’s
widespread crackdown against West
Bank militants since earlier this year. 

On Jan 21 — just two days after its
ceasefire deal with Hamas in Gaza -
Israeli forces descended on Jenin as
they have dozens of times since Hamas’
Oct 7, 2023, attack on Israel. 

The fighting displaced tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians, one of the largest
West Bank displacements in years.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Gainesville (US)

The Conversation) “Me encontraron
cancer en la prostata,” my father told
me. “They found cancer in my

prostate.” As a cancer researcher who
knows very well about the high incidence
and decreased survival rates of prostate
cancer in the Caribbean, I anguished over
these words. Even though I study cancer
in my day job, I struggled to take in this
news.  At the time, all I could muster in
response was, “What did the doctor say?”

“The urologist wants me to see the radi-
ation oncologist to discuss ‘semillas’
(seeds),” he said. “They are recommend-
ing treatment.” Many men, including for-
mer President Joe Biden, whose case is
advanced, do choose with their doctors to
treat prostate cancer.

However, I understood from my work
that not undergoing treatment was also an
option. In some cases, that is the better
choice. So I took it upon myself to educate
my father on his disease and assist him
with the life-changing decisions he would
need to make. Our journey can give you
a preview of what a cancer diagnosis can
be like.
Prostate cancer diagnosis
Prostate cancer was not a new topic for my
father and me. His battle with his prostate
health started over 10 years ago with an ini-
tial diagnosis of benign prostate hyperpla-
sia, or BPH. The prostate gets bigger with
age for a number of reasons, including
changing hormone levels, infection or
inflammation. Two of the most frequent
symptoms of BPH are difficulty urinating

and a sudden, urgent need to urinate, both
of which my father experienced. Although
research suggests that the factors that con-
tribute to BPH similarly contribute to
prostate cancer, there is no evidence that
an enlarged prostate will necessarily devel-
op into cancer. Upon my father’s initial
BPH diagnosis, I asked about his PSA lev-
els, the amount of prostate-specific anti-
gens in his blood. PSA is a protein that
both normal and cancerous prostate cells
produce, and elevated amounts are consid-
ered red flags for prostate cancer. 

When combined with a digital rectal
exam, a PSA test can allow doctors to more
accurately predict a person’s risk of hav-
ing prostate cancer. My father said his PSA
levels were elevated but that the doctors
would begin active surveillance, what he
called “watchful waiting,” and monitor his
PSA every six months to see if it rose.

After several years of monitoring his
PSA, doctors found my father’s PSA level
had doubled. He then got a biopsy that
indicated he had intermediate-risk prostate
cancer.
Cancer risk categorisation
After his diagnosis, my father was faced
with the decision of how to proceed with
treatment. I explained that categorising
how aggressive the cancer is and how far
it has spread can help determine the best
course of treatment. Prostate cancer can
be grouped into four stages. Stages 1 and
2, when the tumour is still confined to the
prostate, are considered early-stage or
intermediate risk. Stages 3 and 4, when the
tumour has spread beyond the borders of
the prostate, are considered more advanced

and high risk.
Some patients with early-stage or inter-

mediate-risk prostate cancer undergo
additional treatment, including surgery,
radiation or radioactive seed implants
called brachytherapy.

Patients with late-stage prostate cancer
typically undergo hormone therapy along
with surgery or radiation, or chemother-
apy with or without radiation. Although
I was not surprised by my father’s diagno-
sis, given his advanced age and his battle
with prostate disease over the past decade,
I still struggled emotionally. I struggled
with our conversations about what “cur-
ing” his cancer meant and how to explain
his treatment options to him. I wanted to
ensure he would have the best outcome
and could still live his best life.

Our initial inclination was to undergo

active surveillance. That meant we would
monitor his PSA every six months instead
of immediately starting treatment. That is
appropriate for patients with early-stage
and less aggressive tumours.
Prostate cancer screening
problems
My father was leaning on me to help him
decide how to proceed. I felt overwhelm-
ing anxiety because I did not want to fail
him or my family. Even with all my exper-
tise studying cancer genetics and working
with cancer patients, I couldn’t help sec-
ond-guessing our decisions, and I some-
times questioned our decision not to
immediately treat his cancer.

Some people diagnosed with prostate
cancer don’t immediately start treatment,
because many of the tumours found

through PSA testing grow so slowly that
they are unlikely to be life-threatening.

Detecting these slow-growing tumours
is considered overdiagnosis, because the
cancer ultimately will not harm the patient
during their lifetime. Nearly half of all
patients with prostate cancer are overdiag-
nosed, often leading to overtreatment.

Research suggests that many prostate
cancer patients undergo unnecessarily
aggressive treatments, which are often
associated with significant harms, like uri-
nary and bowel incontinence, sexual
impotence and, in some cases, death.

Several studies in the US have shown
that patients with early-stage prostate
cancer generally have a good prognosis,
and the cancer rarely progresses further.
With careful observation, most will never
need treatment and can be spared the bur-
dens of unnecessary therapy until there are
clear signs of progression.

Overdiagnosis and overtreatment of
prostate cancer led the US Preventive
Services Task Force to recommend against
PSA-based screening in 2012, with caveats
for high-risk groups including African
American men and those with a family his-
tory of prostate cancer. The recommenda-
tion was updated in 2018 to make screen-
ing a personal choice after discussion with
a clinician.

Those recommendations have resulted
in reduced screening and increased
prostate cancer diagnoses. Given that
Black men are more likely to see the can-
cer progress to aggressive forms of the dis-
ease after initial diagnosis, this may wors-
en existing health disparities.

Developing tests that better identify

patients at risk of dying from prostate can-
cer can decrease overtreatment. In the
meantime, educating patients can help
them decide if screening is appropriate for
them. For underserved and marginalised
communities, community outreach can
help improve health literacy and enhance
awareness and screening.

When I looked through my father’s stack
of medical records, I found a beacon of
light that eased my apprehension. His doc-
tor had ordered a genetic test that estimates
how aggressive a tumour may be by mea-
suring the activity of specific genes in can-
cer cells. An increase in gene activity linked
to cancer would indicate that it is likely to
grow fast and spread. The test predicted
that my father’s risk of dying from the dis-
ease in the next five years was less than 5
per cent. Based on these results, we both
understood that he had adequate time to
make a decision and seek additional guid-
ance. My father ultimately decided to con-
tinue active surveillance and forgo imme-
diate treatment.
Surviving prostate cancer
I still worry about my father’s diagnosis,
because his cancer is at risk for progres-
sion. So every six months, I inquire about
his PSA levels. His doctors are monitor-
ing his PSA levels as part of his survivor-
ship plan, which is a record of information
about his cancer diagnosis, treatment
history and potential follow-up tests.

My father’s decision to undergo active
surveillance was controversial among our
friends and family. Many were under the
impression that prostate cancer required
immediate treatment. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Moscow

President Vladimir Putin visited
Russia’s Kursk region for the first
time since Moscow claimed that it

drove Ukrainian forces out of the area last
month, the Kremlin said Wednesday.

Putin visited the region bordering
Ukraine the previous day, according to the
Kremlin. Ukrainian forces made a surprise
incursion into Kursk in August 2024 in one
of their biggest battlefield successes in the
more than three-year war. The incursion
was the first time Russian territory was
occupied by an invader since World War
II and dealt a humiliating blow to the
Kremlin. Since the end of 2023, Russia has
mostly had the advantage on the battlefield,
with the exception of Kursk.

Ukraine, the US and South Korea said
that North Korea sent up to 12,000 troops
to help the Russian army take back con-
trol of Kursk, and Russia said on April 26
that its forces had pushed out the
Ukrainian army. Kyiv officials denied the
claim. Putin’s unannounced visit appeared
to be an effort to show Russia is in con-
trol of the conflict — even though its full-
scale invasion of its neighbour has been
slow and costly in terms of casualties and

equipment - amid recent US and European
proposals for a ceasefire that Putin has
effectively rejected. Video broadcast by
Russian state media showed that Putin vis-
ited Kursk Nuclear Power Plant-2, which
is still under construction, and met with
selected volunteers behind closed doors.

Many of the volunteers wore clothes
emblazoned with the Russian flag and the
Latin letters “Z” and “V”, which are sym-
bols of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

“What you are doing now during this
difficult situation for this region, for this
area, and for the country, will remain with
you for the rest of your life as, perhaps, the
most meaningful thing with which you
were ever involved,” Putin said as he drank
tea with the volunteers. Ukraine’s surprise
thrust into Kursk and its ability to hold
land there was a logistical feat, carried out
in secrecy, that countered months of
gloomy news from the front about
Ukrainian forces being pushed backward
by the bigger Russian army.

Kyiv’s strategy aimed to show that
Russia has weaknesses and that the war
isn’t lost. It also sought to distract Russian
forces from their onslaught in the eastern
Donetsk region of Ukraine. The move was
fraught with risk. Analysts noted that it

could backfire and open a door for
Russian advances in Ukraine by further
stretching Ukrainian forces that are short-
handed along the roughly 1,000-kilome-
tre front line. The incursion didn’t signif-
icantly change the dynamics of the war.

Putin told acting Kursk Gov. Alexander
Khinshtein that the Kremlin supported the
idea of continuing monthly payments to
displaced families that still couldn’t return
to their homes. Putin said that he would
back a proposal to build a museum in the
region to celebrate what acting Gov.
Alexander Khinshtein described as “the
heroism of our defenders and the heroism
of the region’s residents.” Disgruntled res-
idents had previously shown their disap-
proval over a lack of compensation in rare
organised protests. Putin last visited the
Kursk region in March, when Ukrainian
troops still controlled some parts of the
area. He wore military fatigues — a rarely
seen sight for the Russian leader, who usu-
ally wears a suit — and visited the area’s
military headquarters where he was filmed
with top generals. Russia’s Ministry of
Defence said that its air defences shot down
159 Ukrainian drones across the country
overnight, including 53 over the Oryol
region and 51 over the Bryansk region.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Singapore

An Indian-origin Singapore police
officer was charged on Wednesday
with forging police statements

and documents related to cases he had
investigated between 2021 and 2023.

S Vikneshvaran Subramaniam, 35,
was handed nine charges of forgery,
reported Channel News Asia. 

The charges relate to five criminal cases
which were ongoing and two concluded
cases which did not result in prosecution,
the Singapore Police Force (SPF) said in
a media release. 

“It was discovered that Vikneshvaran
had allegedly forged nine documents
comprising seven police statements and
two acknowledgement slips across seven

cases,” SPF said. According to the charge
sheets, in the five ongoing criminal
cases at the time, Vikneshvaran alleged-
ly forged the signatures of individuals he
interviewed to give the impression that
he recorded their statements in person
and had them signed. 

The police said the alleged forgery
came to light after Vikneshvaran was
placed on “enhanced supervision” in
October 2022 due to his work perfor-
mance. A supervisory check of his work
was conducted in January 2023, and
irregularities relating to case exhibits and
document management were detected.
Other than the seven cases, no other
wrongdoings were uncovered, said the
police. Vikneshvaran has been suspend-
ed from duty.

China, Pakistan agree with Kabul
to expand CPEC to Afghanistan

Israeli strikes in Gaza
kill 82, including infant

Putin visits Kursk region for first time since Ukraine rout

Indian-origin police officer in

Singapore charged for forgery

After Joe Biden’s diagnosis, a look at prostate cancer’s impact on men in the US

Ukrainian ex-President’s adviser shot dead in Spain
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PRESS TRUST OPF INDIA n Islamabad/Karachi

At least five people, including three children, were killed
and several others injured in a suicide attack on a
school bus in Pakistan's restive Balochistan province
on Wednesday. The incident occurred in the

Khuzdar district when a bus carrying schoolchildren was tar-
geted, the army said in a statement. Calling it a "
cowardly" and "ghastly" attack, the army said three children
and two adults were killed and multiple other children sus-
tained injuries. In a statement on X, the Interior Ministry said
the blast was allegedly carried out through a vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device (VBIED), The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

Khuzdar Deputy Commissioner Yasir said that 38 people
were injured in the blast, which occurred near the Zero Point
area, the Dawn newspaper reported. After the attack, law
enforcement agency personnel reached the site to collect evi-
dence for an investigation, Yasir said, adding that preliminary
findings indicated that the attack was a suicide blast. The bod-
ies and those injured were taken to the Combined Military
Hospital, from where those with serious injuries will be referred
to medical facilities in Quetta and Karachi, he said. Initial

reports indicated that four children
were killed in the blast. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif condemned the attack
and expressed deep sorrow over the
killing of innocent children and their
teachers, Geo News reported. He also
instructed authorities to identify the

perpetrators and bring them to justice.
President Asif Ali Zardari also

strongly condemned the attack as a
human rights violation and extended
condolences to the families of the vic-
tims. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
also strongly condemned the explosion

and said, "The beasts who target
innocent children do not deserve any
leniency." No group has claimed
responsibility for the attack yet.
Balochistan, bordering Iran and
Afghanistan, is home to a long-run-
ning violent insurgency. Baloch insur-

gent groups have previously carried
out several attacks targeting CPEC
(China-Pakistan Economic Corridor)
projects. The province has been fac-
ing unrest for about two decades due
to allegations by the local ethnic
Baloch groups and parties that the fed-

eral government was exploiting its
mineral wealth. Following the attack,
provincial Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti vowed to not only expose every
terrorist operating in the province, but
also "eradicate them completely", the
report said.

Suicide blast on bus kills 5, including 3 children in Pakistan
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Hindustan Zinc Limited (NSE:
HINDZINC), India’s only and the
world’s largest integrated zinc pro-

ducer, is redefining the metal procurement
experience through its transformative
Online Price Discovery (OPD) and Digital
Pricing Automation platforms. Integrated
into the state-of-the-art Vedanta Metal
Bazaar, these pioneering digital initiatives
aim to bring the seamless, transparent
experience of B2C e-commerce to the tra-
ditionally complex world of metal procure-
ment. With 100 per cent of its zinc, lead
and silver portfolio now available through
real-time, transparent online auctions,

Hindustan Zinc is setting a new industry
standard by offering customers unparal-
leled accessibility, flexibility and control
while delivering a seamless experience
even amid fluctuating commodity prices. 

All of Hindustan Zinc’s products are now
offered through online auctions. The dynam-
ic pricing model enables real-time digital
transactions, allowing businesses of all sizes
- from MSMEs to large industrial enterpris-
es - to discover market-driven prices for pre-
mium-quality zinc and lead. The company’s
offering includes London Metal Exchange
(LME)-registered world-class products such
as Special High-Grade (SHG) Zinc, High-
Grade (HG) Zinc, Asia’s first low-carbon
‘green’ zinc EcoZen, Prime Western (PW)

Zinc, Continuous Galvanizing Grade (CGG)
Zinc, Special High-Grade Jumbo Zinc,
High-Grade Jumbo Zinc, Hindustan Zinc
Die Casting Alloys 3 and 5, Special High-
Grade Lead, as well as London Bullion
Market Association (LBMA)-registered sil-
ver bars (30 kg and 1 kg) and Silver Powder,
among other variants. 

Sharing his thoughts, Arun Misra, CEO
— Hindustan Zinc, said, “Metals are the core
of India’s economic progress, enabling
industries that shape our nation’s future. At
Hindustan Zinc, we believe that collaborat-
ing with customers and offering them
best-in-class services is key to driving this
progress. With our pioneering Online Price
Discovery and Digital Pricing Automation

platforms we are placing the control direct-
ly in the hands of our customers thereby
democratizing access to critical resources.” 

Speaking about the digital experience,
Hindustan Zinc’s esteemed customer Lalit
Shah from Mahaveer Metals said, “Vedanta
Metal Bazaar has truly transformed the way
we engage with metal procurement. The
platform is intuitive, transparent and
designed with the customer in mind —
from live LME pricing to seamless bidding
processes, every aspect empowers business-
es like ours to make smarter, faster deci-
sions. What once required cumbersome
processes is now available at our fingertips
through digital platforms, giving us greater
visibility, control and confidence.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India and the US may announce an
interim trade agreement before July
8, with New Delhi seeking full exemp-
tion from the additional 26 per cent

tariff on domestic goods, an official said.
The US on April 2 imposed an addition-

al 26 per cent reciprocal tariff on Indian
goods, but suspended it for 90 days till July
9. However, the 10 per cent baseline tar-
iff imposed by America remains in place.
The government official said India’s
endeavour to protect its sensitive sectors
may entail some quota or minimum
import price (MIP). Such sectors include
agri goods and dairy.

Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal was there in Washington ear-
lier this week to give an impetus to the
trade talks. He held meetings with US
Trade Representative (USTR) Jamieson
Greer and US Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick.

“Talks are moving positively. Before July

8, we are looking at concluding an inter-
im deal before the first tranche. It will
include goods, non-tariff barriers, some

areas of services also like digital. We are
trying that the 26 per cent additional duty
and the 10 per cent baseline tariff should

not be there for India,” the official said,
adding that India is seeking concessions
for its labour-intensive sectors such as tex-
tiles and leather.

At present, the Trump administration
requires approval from the US Congress
to bring tariffs below the MFN (most
favoured nation) rates.

But the administration has the author-
ity to remove the reciprocal tariffs imposed
on a number of countries, including
India.  India may look at certain commit-
ments from the US on the duty concessions
for its labour-intensive sector in the first
tranche of the proposed bilateral trade
agreement (BTA). Both countries have
fixed a deadline to conclude the first phase
of the pact by fall (September-October) of
this year to more than double bilateral
trade to $500 billion by 2030.

The minister-level meetings were fol-
lowed by the deliberations between chief
negotiators of the two countries, which will
continue until May 22.

Officials from New Delhi and

Washington are looking to take advantage
of the 90-day tariff pause window to
advance the talks. 

The US has suspended the additional 26
per cent tariffs on India till July 9. It was
announced on April 2 to bridge the
widening trade deficit.

To boost bilateral trade, India is seek-
ing duty concessions for labour-intensive
sectors like textiles, gems and jewellery,
leather goods, garments, plastics, chemi-
cals, shrimp, oil seeds, chemicals, grapes
and bananas in the proposed pact 
with America.

On the other hand, the US wants duty
concessions in sectors like certain indus-
trial goods, automobiles (electric vehicles
in particular), wines, petrochemical prod-
ucts, dairy, agriculture items such as
apples, tree nuts and GM (genetically 
modified) crops.

While the import of GM crops from the
US continues to remain a non-starter due
to regulatory norms in India, New Delhi
is open to import non-GM products like

Alpha alpha hay (a kind of cattle feed).
The US has on multiple occasions

raised concerns over certain non-tariff bar-
riers being faced by American goods in the
Indian markets.

Whether another round of talks will
happen on the proposed pact between the
two countries, the official said, “We are try-
ing to finalise things as early as possible.”

The US remained India’s largest trading
partner for the fourth consecutive year in
2024-25, with bilateral trade valued at
$131.84 billion. The US accounts for
about 18 per cent of India’s total 
goods exports, 6.22 per cent in imports and
10.73 per cent in the country’s total 
merchandise trade.

With America, India had a trade surplus
(the difference between imports and
exports) of $41.18 billion in goods in 2024-
25. It was $35.32 billion in 2023-24, $27.7
billion in 2022-23, $32.85 billion in 2021-
22 and $22.73 billion in 2020-21. The US
has raised concerns over this widening
trade deficit.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Negotiations for a proposed trade
pact between India and the 27-
nation European Union are

progressing at a faster pace and both
the sides are looking at concluding the
talks for an early harvest trade agree-
ment by July this year, a government
official said on Wednesday.

The early harvest or an interim
trade agreement would include issues
such as intellectual property rights
(IPRs), government procurement, 
tariff and non-tariff barriers, the 
official said.

An Indian official team from the
commerce ministry is visiting Brussels
this week for the next round of nego-
tiations on the trade agreement with the
European Union (EU). 

This visit comes in the backdrop of
recently-concluded eleventh round of
talks between chief negotiators of 
both the sides on May 16 here in the
national capital.

“We are looking for an early harvest.
We are trying to do it as early as pos-
sible. Targeting by July for early har-
vest,” the official added. The two sides
have agreed to conclude the agreement
in two phases on account of the uncer-
tain global trade environment, partic-
ularly due to the US tariff actions under
President Donald Trump.

India has followed the practice of
negotiating trade pacts in two phases
with Australia.

The early harvest pact would lead to
a full fledged free trade agreement.

Besides demanding significant duty
cuts in automobiles and medical
devices, the EU wants tax reduction in
products like wines, spirits, meat,
poultry and a strong intellectual 
property regime.

Indian goods’ exports to the EU, such
as ready-made garments, pharmaceu-
ticals, steel, petroleum products, and
electrical machinery, can become more
competitive if the pact gets concluded
successfully.

In June 2022, India and the 27-nation
EU bloc resumed negotiations for 
a  comprehensive free trade 
agreement, an investment protection
agreement and a pact on geographical
indications (GIs) after a gap of over
eight years.

It stalled in 2013 due to differences
over the level of opening up of the mar-
kets. On February 28, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the European
Commission President agreed to seal a
much-awaited free trade deal by the
end of this year.

The India-EU trade pact negotiations
cover 23 policy areas or chapters,
including Trade in Goods, Trade in
Services, Investment, Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures, Technical
Barriers to Trade, Trade Remedies,
Rules of Origin, Customs and Trade
Facilitation, Competition, Trade
Defence, Government Procurement,
Dispute Sett lement,  Intel lectual
Property Rights ,  Geographical
Indicat ions and Sustainable
Development.

India’s bilateral trade in goods with
the EU was $137.41 bi l l ion 
in 2023-24 (exports worth $75.92 bil-
lion and imports worth $61.48 billion),
making it the largest trading partner 
for goods.

The EU market accounts for about 17
per cent of India’s total exports, while
EU’s exports to India make up 9 per
cent of its total overseas shipments. In
addition, the bilateral trade in services,
in 2023, between India and the EU was
estimated at $51.45 billion.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The Vellore Institute of Technology
(VIT) and Tamil Nadu MGR
Medical University (TNMGRMU)

has entered into a partnership to foster col-
laborative research in the application of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in healthcare.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed to formalise this initiative that
includes: cooperation in teaching, joint
research, socially conscious product design
and technology transfer.

The MoU was signed by GV Selvam,
vice-president of VIT and K
Narayanasamy, vice chancellor of TNM-
GRMU in the presence of T Thyagarajan,
pro-vice chancellor of VIT Chennai, SP
Thyagarajan, advisor to chancellor and K
Sivasangeetha, Registrar of TNMGRMU.

The MoU focuses on fostering joint
research at national and international
levels, PhD supervision, submission of R
and D proposals, joint publications, devel-
opment of new technologies and joint

patent filing. In addition, the agreement
promotes clinical validation processes, eth-
ical clearances and other collaborative
activities that support translational
research and innovation.

Through this partnership, VIT and
TNMGRMU aim to significantly raise the
bar for collaborative research, and soci-

etal impact in the healthcare sector.
Under this collaboration, both institutions
will also jointly work to enhance the qual-
ity of training and research through ini-
tiatives such as: exchange of students pur-
suing undergraduate, postgraduate and
PhD programmes; faculty exchange pro-
grams, project guidance, to utilise facil-

ities at both the institutions; conduct of
co-hosted seminars, workshops,
hackathons and conferences periodical-
ly from time to time; to share knowledge
resources, academic and training mate-
rials including access to library and
other digital resources of each other with-
in the mutually agreed framework; to con-
duct certificate and other courses, to pro-
vide scholarship/fellowship for
scholars/scientists/faculty members
involved in research work.

GV Selvam said, “This partnership
reflects VIT’s commitment to aligning
higher education and research with the
nation’s developmental and public health
goals. Bridging engineering and medical
research is essential for future-ready
healthcare, driving smarter and more
accessible innovations.”

Emphasising that today’s research paves
the way for tomorrow’s treatments, K
Narayanasamy highlighted the need for
integrating technology with healthcare to
deliver high-quality treatment. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Markets regulator SEBI on
Wednesday cautioned investors
against unsolicited messages

from unverified people and asked them
to refrain from joining WhatsApp groups
or communities. This warning comes
amid a rise in cases where entities are
using social media platforms to entice
and deceive gullible investors in the 
securities market.

SEBI has observed that such entities
use various strategies to gain investors’
trust and confidence. Generally, these
entities send unsolicited invitations in the
form of links to join WhatsApp groups
— often under names like “VIP Group”
or “Free Trading Courses” — targeting
prospective clients.

To appear credible, these entities often
create fake profiles that depict them as

experts in the securities market. In
many instances, they impersonate SEBI-
registered intermediaries, well-known
public figures, celebrities, or CEOs/MDs
of established organisations.

They exploit investors by showcasing
fake testimonials of large profits, suppos-
edly earned by other group members who
are actually playing a supporting role in
the scam. This misleading portrayal
tricks investors into transferring funds to
the bank accounts of these entities,
lured by false promises of similarly 
high returns.

Accordingly, SEBI, in a statement,
advised investors “to not trust such
unsolicited messages from unverified
people and refrain from joining such
Whatsapp groups/ communities.
Investors are advised to deal with only
SEBI-registered intermediaries and
through authentic trading apps”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Indian consumers are re-evaluating
their retail choices and nearly half of
them are switching to private labels,

according to an EY report which highlights
heightened consumer expectations of
value, trust and relevance from their pur-
chase experiences.

According to the latest EY Future
Consumer Index (FCI) — India edition, the
growing preference for private label prod-
ucts is transforming consumer perceptions,
positioning store brands as the favoured
alternative to traditional branded options.

The EY Future Consumer Index tracks
changing consumer sentiment and behav-
iours across time horizons and global mar-
kets, identifying the new consumer seg-
ments that are emerging. The 15th edition
of the EY Future Consumer Index sur-
veyed over 1,000 consumers across India,
between January 24, 2025, to February 20,
2025. The report said the growing prefer-
ence for private label products is trans-

forming consumer perceptions, position-
ing store brands as the favoured alterna-
tive to traditional branded options.

It said 52 per cent of consumers are
switching to private labels, with 70 per cent
agreeing that these brands are increasing-
ly providing better quality products.
Around 70 per cent of the consumers

believe that private labels meet their
needs just as effectively as branded prod-
ucts, it added.

“Even when brands turn to innovation
and ‘brand improvements’ such as chang-
ing ingredients or formulas to create
more value, 34 per cent of respondents per-
ceive these efforts as cost-cutting measures

rather than genuine innovation,” it said.
Furthermore, 59 per cent of consumers

indicated that they only purchase brand-
ed products when they are on sale, prior-
itizing discounts over brand loyalty.

The EY report further said that retail-
ers also appear to be responding to this
shift, with 74 per cent of consumers
noticing more private label options where
they shop and 70 per cent observing more
private label items positioned at eye level
on store shelves. Additionally, a significant
69 per cent of consumers said that store
brands and private labels help them save
money. Angshuman Bhattacharya, Partner
and National Leader, Consumer Products
and Retail Sector, EY-Parthenon said con-
sumer behaviour has traditionally evolved
in response to changing economic situa-
tions, but the current shifts appear to be
more permanent.

Retailers are confidently launching pri-
vate labels and allocating prime shelf space
to them, while technology is enhancing the
shopping experience by providing con-

sumers with limitless options and the abil-
ity to compare products, he said.

“The rapid growth of private labels is
further evidenced by the rising populari-
ty of fresh, new brands among Indian con-
sumers. At the same time, this presents
established brands with both the oppor-
tunity and the imperative to deepen their
connection with consumers and explore
innovative ways to stay relevant,”
Bhattacharya added.

The report also noted that 47 per cent
of respondents expressed willingness to
return to a branded product if it offers supe-
rior taste, quality or performance.
Additionally, 44 per cent of consumers indi-
cated they would switch back to branded
products for better value for money. The
EY report also reveals that artificial intel-
ligence (AI) has emerged as a key shopping
tool, with 62 per cent of respondents mak-
ing purchase decisions based on AI recom-
mendations. As many as 58 per cent of con-
sumers stated that AI has significantly
enhanced their shopping experience.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

World shares were mixed on
Wednesday while oil prices
jumped more than 1 per cent

after a report by CNN said Israel may be
planning an attack on Iranian nuclear facil-
ities. A CNN report cited unnamed intel-
ligence officials saying Israel may be
preparing for an attack on Iranian nuclear
facilities. Oil prices tend to rise with con-
flicts that might disrupt oil supplies, and
they jumped early Wednesday but lost
some of those gains by midday.

US benchmark crude oil gained 93 cents
to $62.96 per barrel while Brent crude, the
international standard, rose 90 cents to
$66.27 per barrel. 

In talks on the nuclear issue, Iranian offi-
cials have warned they could pursue a

nuclear weapon with their stockpile of ura-
nium enriched to near weapons-grade lev-
els. US President Donald Trump has
repeatedly threatened to unleash airstrikes
targeting Iran’s programme if a deal isn’t
reached. In early European trading,
Germany’s DAX fell 0.3 per cent to
23,967.81, while the CAC 40 in Paris
declined 0.7 per cent to 7,891.05. Britain’s
FTSE 100 was little changed, at 8,780.46.

The futures for the S and P 500 and the
Dow Jones Industrial Average were down
0.6 per cent.  In Asia, Tokyo’s benchmark
Nikkei 225 fell 0.6 per cent to 37,298.98.

Gains have been limited by the contin-
ued worries over higher tariffs Trump has
imposed on many US trading partners
since taking office. Earlier this week,
Japanese officials said they were insisting
all of his higher tariffs on imports from

Japan be removed as part of talks with
Washington. Japan’s exports have slowed
due to the tariffs, the government report-
ed Wednesday. Exports to the US, Japan’s
largest single trading partner, fell almost
2 per cent year-on-year in April and the
annual rate of growth in its global exports
slowed to 2 per cent from 4 per cent in
March, preliminary customs data showed. 

In a step that further weakened Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s faltering admin-
istration, the agriculture minister, Taku Eto,
resigned after an outcry over comments he
made about not having to buy rice, but get-
ting it for free, at a time when shortfalls in
supply have pushed prices of the staple grain
sharply higher. In Hong Kong, the Hang
Seng picked up 0.6 per cent to 23,827.78,
while the Shanghai Composite index edged
0.2 per cent higher to 3,387.57.

India, EU looking for early
harvest trade agreement: Official

VIT-TNMGRMU sign MoU on AI-driven healthcare research

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Benchmark stock indices Sensex
and Nifty rebounded sharply on
Wednesday, snapping their three-

day falling streak on the back of buy-
ing in blue-chips HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank and a firm trend in Asian
peers. The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped
410.19 points or 0.51 per cent to settle
at 81,596.63. During the day, it surged
835.2 points or 1.02 per cent to
82,021.64. The NSE Nifty climbed
129.55 points or 0.52 per cent to
24,813.45.

Among Sensex firms, Bajaj Finserv,
Tata Steel, Sun Pharma, Tech Mahindra,
Bajaj Finance, NTPC, Nestle, Tata
Motors, Hindustan Unilever and
Mahindra & Mahindra were the biggest
gainers. IndusInd Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Power Grid and ITC
were among the laggards.

Moody's Ratings said on Wednesday
said India is well-positioned to deal
with the negative effects of US tariffs
and global trade disruptions as domes-
tic growth drivers and low dependence
on exports anchor the economy.

In a note on India, the agency said
government initiatives to boost private
consumption, expand manufacturing
capacity and increase infrastructure
spending will help offset the weaken-
ing outlook for global demand.

Among Asian markets, South Korea's
Kospi, Shanghai's SSE Composite index
and Hong Kong's Hang Seng in settled
in the positive territory while Japan's
Nikkei 225 index ended lower.

Markets in Europe were trading in
the negative territory. US markets
ended lower on Tuesday.

"Markets exhibited a broadly positive
undertone today; however, overall sen-
timent remained confined within a nar-
row range, indicating risk of "sell on ral-
lies" strategy in the near future amid
escalating uncertainty around India -
US trade negotiations," Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said.

Sensex-Nifty
rebounded sharply
on Wednesday

Hindustan Zinc offers metal buying through online auctions

Oil prices climb after CNN report 
that Israel may attack Iran

SEBI cautions on stock market
scams through social media 

Nearly half of consumers polled switching to private labels: EY survey

India-US may announce interim trade agreement before July 8
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Nottingham

For England, it’s little more than a
warm-up match ahead of much
sterner examinations to come.

For Zimbabwe, it means everything.
Trent Bridge in Nottingham will host a

four-day test match — something of a rar-
ity for the usual five-day format but per-
haps a sign of the future — from Thursday
when England and Zimbabwe meet for the
first time at international level in 18 years
since a Twenty20 World Cup match in
Cape Town.

You need to go back four more years —
to Chester-le-Street in 2003 when Jimmy
Anderson, a 20-year-old with highlights in
his hair, was playing in his first series —
for the last test match between the teams.

Zimbabwe’s return to English soil con-
tinues the African nation’s gradual reinte-
gration to test cricket after two decades of
political interference, poor governance and
sanctions that resulted in the team being
exiled from test cricket for around six
years. The Zimbabweans didn’t play a test
from 2005-11. From 2022-24, they played
just four tests. But between December last
year and August this year, they’ll have
played in 10 tests, with two-match series
against South Africa and New Zealand to
come this summer.

Zimbabwe still isn’t part of the World
Test Championship but, in the bigger pic-
ture, progress is being made. Zimbabwe
Cricket will receive a touring fee from the
England and Wales Cricket Board for being
the first test opponent of the summer, ECB
chief executive Richard Gould confirmed
last year while speaking about the ‘huge
responsibility’ to maintain the strength of
bilateral cricket.

Zimbabwe isn’t expected to offer much
resistance to England, having slumped to
a 138-run defeat to a Professional County
Club Select XI in Leicester last week.
Before that, however, it did earn a first test

victory since 2021 — beating in
Bangladesh on the way to sharing the
series 1-1.

Debut for Cook
While Zimbabwe’s view is very much
about the present, England’s sights will be
on the future. Ahead this summer is a five-
test series against India and then an Ashes
tour Down Under. For England, it does-
n’t get much bigger than that, so the match
against Zimbabwe will be important
preparation, especially for a bowling
department at the start of a new era fol-
lowing the test retirements of Stuart
Broad (in 2023) and Anderson (last year).

For the Zimbabwe test, England will

give a debut to Sam Cook, fellow pacer
Josh Tongue is returning to the team after
a two-year absence, and Gus Atkinson is
about to start his second summer of test
cricket. There are as many question
marks about the only specialist spinner in
the team, Shoaib Bashir, and the fitness of
allrounder Ben Stokes, returning after a
hamstring tear to regain the captaincy.

Then there’s the batting lineup where
opener Zak Crawley and No. 3 Ollie Pope
have been retained despite continued
speculation about their worthiness in the
team. There’s the welcome sight of a return
for wicketkeeper Jamie Smith after miss-
ing the tour of New Zealand in November
and December while on paternity leave.

England is No. 2 in the test rankings but

coach Brendon McCullum said ‘there’s a
lot of meat on the bone for us’ in the next
stage of the so-called ‘ Bazball’ era.

‘When we took on a project like this, it
was not about necessarily settling on
good,’’ McCullum said. ‘I think now’s the
time, working from a strong base, to be
able to shoot for the stars and say, Where
can we take this team? What can we
achieve?’’

The scheduling of a four-day test might
be a blow to test purists but England home
matches have rarely reached Day 5 under
the leadership of McCullum and Stokes
since 2022.

As for the Zimbabweans, they’ll take
whatever top-flight games they can on the
long road back to cricket relevancy.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

England head coach Brendon McCullum feels
his players have lacked humility in their
recent public utterances and he would like
to see them win back respect from fans

ahead of the tough home series against India and
the Ashes later this year.

McCullum, while speaking to the media ahead of
a lone Test against Zimbabwe starting Thursday in
Nottingham, said the players need to be more attuned
to public mood. “It’s not just about what you do on
the cricket field. It’s how you carry yourself. It’s how
you interact with the public. It’s the messaging that
you give,” McCullum told the British media. “The
ability these guys have to be able to play on the
biggest stage, under the brightest lights and the pres-
sure that takes is one thing, but also the ability to
be humble and show some humility and not feel out
of touch with the general population is something
I’d like to see us improve on.”

England’s players have drawn criticism for their
seemingly nonchalant attitude towards on-field set-
backs, the most recent being a winless Champions
Trophy campaign in Pakistan. They were also lam-
basted by former batting star Kevin Pietersen for
playing golf while skipping training during a poor
limited-overs tour of India before the Champions
Trophy. England are playing a one-off Test against
Zimbabwe at Trent Bridge before next month’s mar-
quee series at home against India and the away Ashes
rubber in Australia.

McCullum’s remarks come after comments made
by some players dismissing criticism came under
scrutiny, forcing England’s director of cricket Rob
Key to say that they need to ‘stop talking rubbish’.

Even last month, fast bowler Mark Wood admit-
ted that they can be ‘a bit dumb’. “We’ve just got to
be a bit smarter with some of our comments. What
we say in that dressing room is often very different
to what you expect to come out in a public forum,”
McCullum said.

“We’ve got we just got to be aware of that, smart
enough to be able to make sure that we articulate
things when we get the opportunity so that we don’t

we don’t lose touch with the English peo-
ple.” McCullum said he and his team
want the fans to be proud of the team.
“We want them along for the ride, par-
ticularly in the next few series, which could
be quite amazing. We want people to look
back and say, ‘Crikey, that team in the mid-
2020s was a hell of a team that we loved fol-
lowing, and we felt as if we were a part of that
journey they went on.’’ Since taking charge of the
team in 2022, McCullum changed England’s style
of play, popularly called the ‘Bazball’ approach,
which emphasises on taking positive decisions in
attack and defence both with bat and ball.

The move paid dividends initially as from one win
in 17 Tests prior to McCullum’s era, England
emerged victorious in 10 of their next 11 matches.
England are currently second in world rankings, but
of late, they have been guilty of producing some slop-
py performances. To add to it, England lost all
their matches in Champions Trophy in
February this year. 

“If we look at it at the start, peo-
ple were excited by the way we
played,” said McCullum. “They
were enthralled by the free-
wheeling type of cricket and
they felt...With a bit of idle
time, we get the opportuni-
ty to retrospectively look at
things and see where things
have been over the last few
years...What we’ve
achieved, opportunities
we’ve let slip...,” the former
New Zealand captain
added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Delhi Capitals all-rounder Vipraj
Nigam feels the ongoing IPL has
brought a lot of changes in his life,

and said the learnings which he got by
sharing the dressing room with greats of
the game will definitely help him in his
nascent career.  The 20-year-old Nigam,
who was picked for Rs 50 lakh by DC,
has been impressive in the IPL with both
bat and ball. 

Reflecting on the life-changing expe-
rience of sharing the dressing room with
senior players, Nigam said: “There have
been a lot of changes in life. With the IPL,
things always change — you get the
chance to share the field with such big,
senior players, to learn from how they go
about things, and to experience their
approach up close. 

“These are all new experiences for me,
and I’ll try to apply the same learnings
in my own game.”

Nigam praised DC coaching staff for
providing him clarity about his all-

round ability. 
“When I was picked by Delhi Capitals,

even before that, I had discussions with
my coaches and the management. They
always told me they see me as an all-
rounder. They had seen my batting in
league and domestic cricket, so the
message was clear — while I would be
expected to bowl 2-4 overs, I also had to
focus equally on my batting,” he told
JioHotstar. 

‘From our practice matches itself, that
role was well defined. The coaches con-
sistently told me to work on both aspects
of my game.’

The young cricketer from Barbanki,
Uttar Pradesh credited his childhood
coach for shaping his cricketing career. 

‘I have played the UPT20 League. The
best part for me was the support I got
from my coach. He helped me under-
stand that if you’re a bowler - and if you’re
unable to hit sixes or finish games - you
limit your overall growth. Spending
time with him really helped me develop
as a player,’ Nigam said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Former batting coach Vikram Rathour
is expecting a tough England tour for
a young Indian side that is now with-

out three stalwarts, who left the Test arena
in quick succession.

First it was veteran spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin and then skipper
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli too walked
into the sunset, leaving a huge gap.

Shubman Gill will most likely be India’s
new Test skipper and will have a new-look
top and middle order.

The five-match series will begin on June
20 at Leeds, marking the start of a new
World Test Championship cycle .

“It’s going to be a tough tour. It’s not
going to be an easy tour because the seniors
have retired a lot. So, the young team is
leaving. There could be a new captain. So,
all these things will add a little bit of pres-
sure,” said Rathour, who spoke after
Rajasthan Royals’ win over Chennai Super
Kings on Tuesday.

“But also it’s an opportunity to showcase
your talent and your ability.”

Rathour, who shared a good rapport
with all top Indian batters during his stint,
said the fans must respect the decision
taken by the senior players. 

“All three of them were phenomenal

cricketers who retired. So, I would have
loved for them to carry on. But it’s, again,
a very, very personal decision. I’m close to
all three of them. 

“So, you know, I would have, as I said,
I would have loved to see them play more.
But, again, it’s a very, very personal deci-
sion, I think. And if they’ve taken this deci-
sion, we should respect that,” he said. 

Rathour, who is the batting coach of RR,
was expectedly effusive in his praise for
their find of the season, the 14-year-old
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, who played a key role
in the team signing off with a win against
CSK. Instead of an extravagant approach,
he took some time and waited before
unleashing his shots on Tuesday.

“We’ve been working with him for quite

some time now, maybe three to four
months now. We’ve seen all these aspects,
but it’s great to see when he’s doing that in
a game, in pressure situations, in a big game
like even today. You’re right, the ball was
doing a bit when he went in, hardly got any
balls, didn’t get on strike too much in the
power play,” Rathour said.

“The kind of maturity he showed, the
kind of temperament he showed, really
good for him. And these kind of experi-
ences will definitely make him a better
player in coming time.”

Rathour rued that despite having a
strong batting unit at their disposal, they
lost winnable games and also blamed poor
fielding for their misery.

They managed to avoid last-place fin-
ish and believe that the worst is over.

“I don’t think we fielded very well
throughout the tournament. Bowling did
let us down a few times where you let them
score too many runs, 10, 15 extra runs
mostly every game.

“And then again, with batting also, bat-
ting was our strength. We had retained five
batters in the squad, and that is, I believe,
our strength. And, you know, we got ter-
rific starts at times,” he said.

“We got ourselves into the positions
where we should have finished the games,
but unfortunately couldn’t do that. It
hurts,” he added.

It’s going to be a tough England tour: Rathour

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ahmedabad

Former champions Gujarat Titans will aim to
extend their winning streak to solidify a top-
two finish when they face a struggling

Lucknow Super Giants in their Indian Premier
League clash here on Thursday.

With 18 points from 12 matches, table-toppers
Titans have already booked their place in the play-
offs. However, with Royal Challengers Bengaluru
and Punjab Kings close behind on 17 points, the
race for a top-two spot is still very much alive.

For Gujarat, everything seems to have fallen into
place. Their top-order trio of Orange Cap holder
B Sai Sudharsan (617 runs), skipper Shubman Gill
(601), and Jos Buttler (500), has been in prolific
form, laying the foundation for most of the team’s
victories. Together, they have racked up 16 half-
centuries and a century, dominating the tourna-
ment’s batting attacks with clinical consistency. Such
top-order dominance, however, has left the mid-
dle order largely untested. Gujarat’s bowling unit
has been equally formidable. Their Indian pace bat-
tery has led the charge, with Prasidh Krishna being
the leading wicket-taker this season after snaring
21 wickets. Mohammed Siraj and lanky left-arm
spinner R Sai Kishore have chipped in with 15 wick-
ets each.

Adding further firepower to the attack is the
return of South African pace ace Kagiso Rabada,
who missed most of the season following a sus-
pension for recreational drug use. On the other
hand, Lucknow Super Giants saw their playoff
hopes dashed after a comprehensive defeat to
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Monday. The Rishabh
Pant-led side, now on a four-match losing streak,
has endured a campaign riddled with inconsisten-
cy and injuries.

LSG have leaned heavily on their overseas
recruits — Mitchell Marsh, Aiden Markram, and
Nicholas Pooran — for runs.The lack of notewor-
thy contributions from Pant, who has endured a
woeful season, and the middle order has com-
pounded their problems.

Injuries to key bowlers further derailed their
campaign. Left-arm pacer Mohsin Khan missed
the entire season, while express quick Mayank
Yadav, who was retained with high hopes, spent
most of it on the sidelines. Avesh Khan and Akash
Deep also struggled with fitness, leaving LSG’s
bowling attack depleted. Pant acknowledged the
devastating impact these absences have had on the
team. “Definitely, it could have been one of our best
seasons but coming into the tournament we had
a lot of gaps, injuries and as a team we decided to
not talk about that, but it became difficult to fill
those gaps for us,” he said after their previous game. 

Gujarat Titans eye top as

LSG look to salvage pride

Probably fitting that we’re
at the bottom: Fleming

IPL has been a life-changer
for me, says DC’s Nigam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Evian-les-Bains
(France)

In-form Indian golfer Diksha Dagar will
look to build on her top-10 finishes and
aim for the title when she tees off at the

Ladies European Tour’s Jabra Open starting
here on Thursday.

Aside from Diksha, the Indian challenge
will also include Tvesa Malik, Avani
Prashanth and Hitaashee Bakshi.

Pranavi Urs, who injured her wrist dur-
ing the Dutch Ladies Open and had to with-
draw, will rest out this and the next week.
Diksha has moved into the top five of the
Order of Merit after finishing tied ninth at
the Dutch Ladies Open while Avani is placed
39th in that list after her tied 19th finish at
the same event.

Hitaashee also impressed last week as she
finished tied 12th in her first LET (Ladies
European Tour) appearance this season.
Tvesa will be keen to find her rhythm after
she failed to make the cut at the Dutch
Ladies Open. Diksha has enjoyed a great sea-
son with four Top-10 finishes. In nine starts,
she has missed the cut just once and one
event in Australia was cancelled.

Diksha leads
Indian charge at
Jabra Open

We want people to look back and say,
Crikey, that team in the mid-2020s

was a hell of a team that we loved
following, and we felt as if we were a part
of that journey they went on’

— BRENDON MCCULLUM, ENGLAND HEAD COACH

England prepares for first test against Zimbabwe in 22 years

We need to show some humility,
says England coach McCullum

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

In a candid admission of their pathet-
ic run this IPL season, Chennai Super
Kings head coach Stephen Fleming

said they deserve to finish at the bottom
of the table but promised to come back
with "strong ideas".

One of the most consistent sides in the
popular league, five-time champions
CSK are set to finish last behind Rajasthan
Royals to whom they lost by six wickets
on Tuesday in their penultimate IPL clash
this season.It is not a sight cricket fans are
used to considering CSK’s tremendous
success in the past. ‘No, we don’t obvious-
ly like being down here, but it’s not a moti-
vation. We wanted just a good perfor-
mance. We’re trying to string some per-
formances together. The aim was two
good performances (in last two matches). 

“Now it’ll be one good one to finish. It’s
probably fitting that we’re at the bottom.
We’ve played that type of cricket, so you
can’t hide away from it,” Fleming said after
the match. The New Zealander said they
know the road ahead and failure of top-
order batters has played huge role in the
ordinary run. “Our order is not right at

this stage, and that is something that we
are always looking to rejig. We’ve got some
strong ideas for next year, so all those
facets are covered. But that hasn’t been
possible this year because of the lack of
runs at the top. A lot of the batting posi-
tions are determined by how well a start
we have, and then guys can fall into line.
We haven’t had that. So we’ve been just
patching innings up, really, rather than
constructing good innings,” he explained
the reason behind the wretched run.

Pacer Anshul Kamboj has managed to
impress this season with his pace and
Fleming feels he will be a good asset for
India after his selection in A side for the
England tour. “His speeds have been
around 138, 139 (kph). He is deceptive
and the ball always seems to hit the gloves
harder. His big strength is his length and
he just gets the ball to wobble. You saw
that today on a reasonably flat wicket and
he’ll do well on that tour (of England) if
he gets conditions that seam a bit and a
little bit of swing. He’ll be an absolute
handful. He has got some real potential
with both white and red ball. We’re happy
with his development and the opportu-
nity he has taken this year.”
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