
"KTR is saying that a BJP MP is there in the HCU

lands scam only to protect Congress government.

Who obstructed KTR to reveal the name of BJP

MP? Revanth Reddy assured that they will throw

the BRS leaders in jail within 100 days after coming

to power but why is there no action even after 16

months? KTR should reveal the name of a BJP MP

if he has evidence. KTR is making

allegations against BJP taking

'Supari' as per Madras Agreement to

get protection from cases. Why

Revanth Reddy is not arresting KTR

while saying that he had all

evidence? KTR became a

bodyguard to the Congress

government and

Revanth Reddy"

- Alleti Maheshwar Reddy, TG BJLP leader

PNS n NUZVID

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Friday made an emotion-
al appeal to the top 10 per cent of
wealthy citizens to support the
upliftment of the bottom 20 per cent
of society, reaffirming his govern-
ment’s commitment to bridging
the economic divide through trans-
formative initiatives.

Citing the Margadarsi-Bangaru
Kutumbam scheme as a cornerstone
of this effort, the Chief Minister
explained that the programme con-
nects aff luent individuals
(Margadarsis or mentors) with
underprivileged families (Bangaru
Kutumbams or golden families). “If
these families are given the right
support, their children can grow
into future leaders,” Naidu said.

In Agiripalli alone, 206 families
will be supported under the scheme.
The first phase targets the uplift-
ment of 20 lakh families across the

State. Urging citizens to contribute,
Naidu remarked, “Support the poor
now, and they will remember you,
just as we remember the contribu-
tions of great reformers like Phule.”

The Chief Minister clarified that
the programme is not politically
motivated but aims for social trans-
formation. 

Continued oon PPage 22

‘Original thinking
will surpass AI’
SRM University-AP marked its 9th
Research Day with much
enthusiasm, celebrating a spirit of
enquiry, innovation, and academic
excellence. The occasion was
graced by Prof Ashok K Ganguli,
Director of IISER Berhampur,
Odisha, as the chief guest. Vice
Chancellor Prof Manoj K Arora,
Registrar Dr R Premkumar, Dean
of Research Prof Ranjit Thapa,
along with faculty, staff, and
students, were present. In his
welcome address, Prof Arora
underlined the central role of
research in achieving institutional
excellence...

-PAGE: 3

‘Indian EVMs not
prone to hacking’
Election Commission sources on
Friday rejected suggestions that
electronic voting machines (EVMs)
used in the country are vulnerable
to hacking, asserting that the
machines work like simple
calculators which are not
connected to the internet or
infrared. Referring to the reported
remarks of United States Director
of National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard that her office has
obtained evidence of vulnerabilities
to the hacking of electronic voting
systems for manipulating votes,
the sources ...

China imposes
125% tariffs on US 
China on Friday continued its tit-
for-tat move against the Trump
administration's tariffs by hiking its
additional levies on imports from
the US to 125 per cent against
duties of 145 per cent by America
even as it evinced interest in
dialogue with Washington to
resolve the impasse. Announcing
an additional 125 per cent tariff,
China's Customs Tariff
Commission said, “Even if the US
imposes higher tariffs, it would no
longer make economic sense and
ultimately go down as a joke in
world economic ...

SRH aim comeback
against Punjab
Desperate to arrest a worrying
slide, Sunrisers Hyderabad will be
eager to effect a turnaround when
they host a power-packed Punjab
Kings in their next IPL engagement
here on Saturday. Last season’s
finalists, SRH began their 2025
campaign on a thunderous note,
racking up a mammoth 286 to
dismantle Rajasthan Royals by 44
runs. With an explosive batting
line-up at their disposal, the
‘Orange Army’ seemed poised to
become the first team to breach
the 300-run mark but their ultra-
aggressive ...
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PNS n ELURU

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu reaffirmed his commitment to
providing good governance and pri-
oritising the welfare of Backward
Classes (BCs), stating that the trust
reposed in him by the people would
not go in vain. Addressing a Praja
Vedika at Vadlamanu in Agiripalli
mandal of Eluru district on Friday,
Naidu emphasised that real progress
for all sections of society is being
achieved only under the Telugu
Desam Party-led NDA government.

Speaking on the occasion of
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule’s birth
anniversary, Naidu described Phule
as a revolutionary who brought
transformative change through edu-
cation and social reform. “Phule
remains an eternal inspiration; he
fought against child marriages and
promoted women’s education, even
encouraging his wife to become the
first woman teacher in India,” Naidu
said. He highlighted how Phule’s
ideals influenced Dr B R Ambedkar
and inspired TDP founder, the late
N T Rama Rao, who also champi-
oned women’s education by establish-
ing a dedicated women’s university.

Naidu reiterated his government’s
commitment to BC welfare, describ-
ing BCs as the “backbone of the TDP.”
He announced that a law similar to
the SC/ST Atrocities Act would be
introduced to protect the rights and
dignity of BCs. A sub-committee has
already been constituted, and legis-
lation will follow based on its recom-
mendations.

The Chief Minister criticised the
previous government for reducing
BC reservations in local bodies from
34% to 24%, pledging to restore the
original quota. He also announced a
33% quota for BCs in nominated
posts. “TDP has always stood by the
BCs and will continue to work for
their upliftment along with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan,” he
stated.

Highlighting ongoing welfare ini-
tiatives, the Chief Minister men-
tioned the establishment of residen-

tial schools for BC students, coach-
ing centres for competitive examina-
tions, and financial assistance of Rs
15 lakh for those pursuing higher
education abroad. Separate com-
munity-specific plans, the Nayee
Brahmin Corporation, and the MBC
Federation are being strengthened to
ensure inclusive development.

In a significant economic move,

the government is allotting liquor
outlets exclusively to toddy-tappers
and extending medical facilities to
handloom workers. Special subsidies
for solar rooftop installations and a
revised monthly honorarium for
Nayee Brahmins working in tem-
ples—from Rs 15,000 to Rs 25,000—
were also announced.

Continued oon PPage 22

Priority to BC welfare: CM
Reaffirms public trust in him won't be betrayed

l CM pays tribute to
Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule on his birth
anniversary,
highlighting the
social reformer's
role in promoting
women’s education
and influencing
leaders like Dr B R
Ambedkar and N T
Rama Rao.

l Announces plans to
introduce a law
similar to the SC/ST
Atrocities Act to
protect the rights
and dignity of BCs,
with a sub-
committee already
formed to draft
recommendations.

l Economic
initiatives include
exclusive liquor
outlets for toddy-
tappers,
healthcare for
handloom
workers, solar
subsidies, and an
increased temple
honorarium for
Nayee Brahmins.

l Naidu promises the
expansion of Anna
Canteens, launch of
Talliki Vandanam
and Annadata
schemes,
completion of the
Chintalapudi Lift
Irrigation project,
and action against
social media
misuse.

l The previous government criticised for reducing
BC reservations and pledged to restore the 34%
quota in local bodies, along with a 33% quota in
nominated posts.

l CM outlines various welfare measures including
residential schools, competitive exam coaching
centres, Rs 15 lakh aid for overseas education,
and support through the Nayee Brahmin
Corporation and MBC Federation.
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‘After the love I received for my last song,
I'm excited for audiences  to experience

THIS ONE’

PM Modi takes a dig
at Opposition

parties
INDIA TO
PROTECT ITS INTERESTS IN
TRADE PACT WITH US: GOYAL

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Board of
Intermediate Education (BIEAP)
will announce the Intermediate
Public Examination (IPE) results
for both 1st and 2nd year students
on April 12, 2025, at 11 am.

The 1st year exams were held
from March 1 to 19, while the 2nd
year exams took place from March
3 to 20. The quick evaluation
process has enabled the board to
release the results within a month.

Students can access their results
on the official websites —
bie.ap.gov.in and
resultsbie.ap.gov.in. To handle
heavy traffic and improve accessi-
bility, results will also be available
via WhatsApp and SMS.

Education Minister Nara Lokesh
will address a press meet on the
result day, sharing key statistics
including pass percentages and
district-wise toppers.

Students wishing to apply for
recounting or re-verification can
do so after the results are out.
Details will be available on the
board’s website.

AP Inter results today

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant stride towards
social inclusion, the State has
launched the NAMASTE (National
Action for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem) scheme in Vijayawada,
aiming to uplift and empower one
of the most marginalised sections
of society — waste pickers.

The initiative, led by the
National Safai Karamchari Finance
and Development Corporation
(NSKFDC), is being implemented
in collaboration with Swachh
Andhra Corporation and the Dalit
Bahujan Resource Centre (DBRC),
which is serving as the resource
organisation.

Speaking at the launch, Chandra
Sekhar, Additional Commissioner
of the Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC), highlighted
the essential but often overlooked

role that waste pickers play in
maintaining urban sanitation.
“They are vital to our cities’ clean-
liness, yet remain outside the scope
of formal welfare systems. This
scheme seeks to change that,” he
said.

The NAMASTE scheme seeks to
identify and profile waste pickers,
and connect them to a range of
welfare benefits — from healthcare
and social security to livelihood
support. State Coordinator Anil
Kumar emphasised that this was

not merely a data collection drive,
but a foundational step to bring
waste pickers into the fold of gov-
ernment support systems.

Alladi Deva Kumar, CEO of
DBRC, called the scheme a “his-
toric intervention” in the state’s
sanitation sector. “This initiative
marks a turning point in recognis-
ing the contribution of waste pick-
ers and ensuring they receive the
dignity and support they deserve,”
he said.

Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Secretary K Vijayanand
paid floral tributes to Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule on the occasion of
his 199th birth anniversary at the
CS camp office in Vijayawada on
Friday. General Administration
Department Principal Secretary
Mukesh Kumar Meena and other

senior officials also participated in
the event and offered their
respects. 

Speaking on the occasion, CS
Vijayanand described Phule as a
visionary social reformer, writer,
and thinker from Maharashtra
who dedicated his life to the
upliftment of the marginalised. 

Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n VONTIMITTA

As part of the ongoing annual
Brahmotsavam at Sri
Kodandaramalayam in Vontimitta,
Kadapa district, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, along with
his spouse Bhuvaneswari Devi, on
Friday offered pattu vastrams (silk
robes) to Sri Kodandarama on the
auspicious occasion of the celestial
Sri Sitarama Kalyanam.

Earlier, the Chief Minister arrived
at the temple and was received by
State Endowments Minister Sri
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy, TTD
Chairman B.R. Naidu, Executive
Officer J. Syamala Rao, and other
dignitaries.

The priests welcomed the Chief
Minister in a traditional manner
with Poornakumbham, after which
he had darshan of the Mula

Murthies (presiding deities).
On the occasion, the Chief

Minister was presented with a
Shesha Vastram, and Vedic scholars
offered their blessings.

Later, the couple received Tirtha

Prasadams from the temple author-
ities.

Senior district officials, TTD
board members, and several local
public representatives were also
present.

PNS n GUNTUR

The district court here on Friday
remanded former MP and YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP leader
Gorantla Madhav to 14 days of judi-
cial custody. Five of his followers were
also remanded for the same period
for allegedly obstructing the police in
the discharge of their duties and
attacking a person who was in police
custody.

Madhav was arrested on 10 April
after he reportedly blocked police
vehicles at Chuttugunta and attempt-
ed to attack Chebrolu Kiran, who had
been taken into custody for alleged-
ly making abusive remarks against YS
Bharathi.

The Nallapadu police arrested
Madhav and took him to the
Government General Hospital
(GGH) for a medical examination.
He was subsequently produced
before a mobile magistrate. Advocate
Ponnavolu Sudhakar argued for bail
on Madhav’s behalf, but the judge
rejected the plea and remanded
Madhav and the five others to judi-
cial custody until 24 April. They were
later shifted to the Nellore district
prison.

Earlier, high drama unfolded at the
court premises as Madhav reported-
ly behaved aggressively with police
officers. He refused to appear before
the media and declined to wear a
mask, expressing anger at being
brought before the press, stating
that he was a former MP.

Guntur SP Satish Kumar told
media persons at the SP’s office that
a non-bailable case had been regis-
tered against Madhav. He stated that
Madhav had attempted to assault
TDP activist Chebrolu Kiran while
in custody and obstructed the police
in the execution of their duties. 

Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation (GVMC)
has topped the State in property and
vacant land tax collections for the
financial year 2024–25, recording a
remarkable Rs 510 crore. In recog-

nition of this achievement, the Best
Position Award was presented to
GVMC by Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Principal Secretary S
Suresh Kumar at a ceremony in
Vijayawada on Friday. 

Continued oon PPage 22

Uplift the poor,
Naidu urges the rich

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has
raised strong objections to Andhra
Pradesh's ambitious Godavari-
Banakacherla (G-B) Link project,
terming it an inter-state violation of
water-sharing protocols, and has
now written to both the Godavari
River Management Board (GRMB)
and the Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) urging immediate
intervention to restrain construc-
tion.
The Telangana government has
strongly objected to Andhra
Pradesh's proposal to execute the
Godavari-Banakacherla (G-B) Link
project and has formally urged the
Godavari River Management Board
(GRMB) to halt all further proceed-
ings under provisions of the AP
Reorganisation Act, 2014.

In a letter dated April 11, Engineer-
in-Chief Anil Kumar, representing
the Telangana Irrigation & CAD
Department, reminded GRMB of
Telangana's repeated objections
raised through multiple correspon-
dences and at the 17th GRMB
meeting held on April 7. 

Continued oon PPage 22

Seeks intervention of GRMB & KRMB 

TG slams AP's G-B link plan

CWC calls meeting on water
availability in Godavari Basin
PNS n NEW DELHI

Amid rising tensions between
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
over inter-state water issues,
the Central Water Commission
(CWC) has convened a meet-
ing on April 21 to review the
assessment of water availabil-
ity in the Godavari Basin and
its sub-basins. The meeting will
be held under the
Chairmanship of the CWC
Chairman at THE Sewa
Bhavan in New Delhi.

Continued oon PPage 22

Phule’s legacy a beacon of
social reform: Chief Secy

CM presents silk robes to Lord
Kodandarama at Vontimitta

Ex-MP Gorantla Madhav
sent to judicial remand

GVMC tops State in
property tax collection

AP rolls out NAMASTE to empower waste pickers

Dalit Bahujan Research Centre (DBRC) CEO Alladi Deva Kumar addressing the gathering at the
launch of NAMASTE Scheme in Vijayawada on Friday.
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Updated: April 11, 2025 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 38

oc

Humidity: 40%
Sunrise: 5:53 AM
Sunset: 6:22 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha 

Tithi: 
Pournami: Apr 12 03:21 AM

to Apr 13 05:52 AM
Krishna Paksha  Apr 13 05:52 AM
Pratipada: to Apr 14 08:25 AM

Nakshatram: 
Hasta: Apr 11 03:10 PM

to  Apr 12 06:07 PM
Chitra: Apr 12 06:07 PM

to  Apr 13 09:10 PM

Rahukalam: 9:11 AM to 10:44 AM

Yamagandam:  1:49 PM to 3:22 PM

Varjyam: 03:08 AM to 04:57 AM

Gulika: 6:06 AM to 7:38 AM

Amritakalam: 11:23 AM to 01:11 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:52 AM to 12:41 PM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Education and IT,
Nara Lokesh, announced that
starting next week, land title reg-
istration for housing plots would
be provided free of cost. He fur-
ther stated that beneficiaries
would be eligible to sell these land
titles after a two-year period. The
announcement was made during
the ‘Mana Illu–Mana Lokesh’
programme held at Don Bosco
School in Mangalagiri on Friday.

On the fourth day of the ini-
tiative, Minister Lokesh distrib-
uted permanent house site ‘pat-
tas’ to 1,030 economically disad-
vantaged families, including 430
from the Tadepalli Mahanadu
area.

Lokesh highlighted a broad
array of welfare and develop-
ment measures launched in the
region, such as free medical ser-
vices under the ‘NTR Sanjeevani’
scheme, vocational training for
women, employment genera-
tion, and sports promotion
through the Mangalagiri
Premier League. He noted that
26 welfare schemes have been
rolled out in Mangalagiri.

He also announced the
approval of a long-pending 100-
bed hospital in the second
Cabinet meeting. The founda-
tion stone is scheduled to be laid

on 13 April, and the hospital is
expected to be completed with-
in a year. Additional initiatives
include enhancements to under-
ground drainage, water
pipelines, power and gas supply,
and the development of the
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
temple.

Lokesh said Rs 300 crore
would be allocated for con-
structing a major retaining wall.
Parks are being developed across

multiple wards, with six new
parks under construction and
the SLN Park already inaugurat-
ed. Of the 31 proposed commu-
nity halls, land has been identi-
fied for 17, and two are nearing
completion.

He emphasised the transpar-
ent and corruption-free process
of house site allocation, in con-
trast to earlier times when peo-
ple spent thousands on applica-
tions without results. “We sur-

veyed the lands promptly, for-
mulated a policy through the
Cabinet, and are delivering on
our promises,” he said.

Appealing to beneficiaries
not to sell their plots, Lokesh
said Mangalagiri is poised to
become one of the cleanest
and most developed cities in the
country. “You gave me historic
support, and I will serve you
with unwavering dedication,” he
concluded.

Free land title registration
from next week: Lokesh

ESI healthcare services to be upgraded
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Labour
Department is taking steps to
enhance medical services at
ESI hospitals, ensuring acces-
sible and efficient healthcare
for all beneficiaries, said
Additional Secretary Gandham
Chandrudu.

During his visit to the ESI
Hospital in Vijayawada on
Friday morning, Chandrudu
conducted a detailed inspec-
tion of key departments,
including OP registration, lab-
oratory, inpatient, and outpa-
tient wards. He interacted with

patients to gather first-hand
feedback and assured them of
continuous improvements in
services.

Reviewing the 'Dhanvantri'
online registration system and
Aadhaar integration, he
stressed the importance of a

faster and more seamless reg-
istration process. He instruct-
ed officials to implement nec-
essary reforms to eliminate
delays and ensure timely med-
ical care without inconvenience
to patients.

“The government is fully
committed to strengthening
ESI healthcare services. All
necessary support will be
extended to expand and mod-
ernise hospital infrastruc-
ture,” Chandrudu stated. He
directed ESI Director V
Anjaneyulu to take immedi-
ate steps to enhance and
upgrade services.

I & PR Minister urges CM to
expedite Chintalapudi LI Scheme
PNS n ELURU

Minister for Housing and
I&PR, K Parthasarathy, has
appealed to Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu to priori-
tise and expedite the comple-
tion of the Chintalapudi Lift
Irrigation Scheme.

The Chief Minister was in
Agiripalli near Nuzvid to take
part in the birth anniversary
celebrations of social reformer
Jyothirao Phule, followed by
the Bangaru
Kutumbam–Margadarsi pro-
gramme.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Parthasarathy under-
lined the significance of the
Chintalapudi Lift Scheme, stat-
ing it would provide irrigation
to thousands of acres and
transform the upland areas of

the Nuzvid constituency into
fertile agricultural lands. He
added that linking the scheme
with the Polavaram right canal
would enable irrigation of up
to 20,000 acres.

Highlighting the govern-

ment’s focus on development,
the Minister said the
Chandrababu Naidu-led
administration was actively
implementing the Super-6
schemes. Alongside welfare
measures, industrial develop-

ment is being prioritised, he
said, pointing out that Ashok
Leyland is setting up a unit at
Mallavalli, and a chocolate
factory is also in the pipeline
— moves expected to boost
employment.

Eluru Collector K Vetri Selvi
stated that efforts are under-
way to enhance the district's
industrial growth. As part of
the 'P4' survey, 99,000 individ-
uals were identified as the
poorest of the poor, and plans
are being formulated to assist
them through the
Margadarshakulu initiative.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister assured the construc-
tion of CC roads and an
underground drainage system
in Agiripalli, reiterating his
vision that every family should
have an entrepreneur.

“C
hief Secretary will go
to temporary prison
constructed on the

same spot near the lake...if the
Chief Secretary wants to enjoy
the State hospitality, one can't
help it," warned the Supreme
Court last week after going
through the interim status
report filed by the Telangana
High Court Registrar on the
extensive deforestation activ-
ity carried out in Kancha
Gachibowli by the Telangana
government.

Just a day before the same
Supreme Court bench, while
hearing a petition related to the
disqualification of three Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLAs
who defected to the Congress
party, slammed the Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
for making a mockery of the
anti-defection law. The court,
addressing Senior Advocate
Mukul Rohtagi, who was

appearing on behalf of the offi-
cial respondents, asked him to
warn Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy not to repeat such
actions and that though the
Supreme Court was slow in
issuing contempt notices, it
wasn't powerless.

Earlier, claiming his speech
in the Assembly on a sub-
judice matter is immune from
contempt of the courts,
Revanth Reddy stated that
there would be no by-elections
in the state because of MLAs
defecting. The law did not
change, the Constitution did
not change, the Office of the
Speaker did not change, and
the rules of the House did not
change, so when nothing has
changed, how will there be by-
elections when they did not
happen during  2014-19 or
2019-23 when similar defec-
tions happened? he reasoned,
implying that the defected

MLAs need not bother about
the Judiciary's take on the
matter.

The Telangana High Court,
while hearing a case related to
a demolition conducted by
the Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset Protection
Agency (HYDRAA) in
February this year, came down
heavily on the agency's officials
for ignoring the High Court's
repeated directives to follow
due process of law. Comparing
the agency's demolition oper-
ations without prior notices

during holidays to those of
dacoits, the court warned the
agency that it would revoke
Government Order 99, under
which HYDRAA was created
and shut down the agency.

Within two months, the
Judiciary had to escalate its
warnings against the highest
echelons of our state's bureau-
cracy and political executive -
from shutting down a govern-
ment agency to issuing con-
tempt proceedings against the
Chief Minister to jailing the
Chief Secretary. The only rea-

sonable explanation for the
courts' need to issue warnings
of increasing severity is that a
sense of impunity pervades the
state's executive. Those in
power have misinterpreted the
courts' restraint as its inabili-
ty. The very fact the Supreme
Court saw fit to ask Mukul

Rohtagi to convey to the Chief
Minister that "it wasn't power-
less" reflects this fact.

This sense of impunity or
disregard for the law and
courts did not develop in the
last two months or after
Congress came into power 16
months back. It was a long
time in the making. Writing in
this column two years ago, I
had bemoaned that by August
2021, heads of various govern-
ment departments were facing
more than 18,000 contempt of
court cases for not imple-
menting court orders. The
then Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar, the highest officer in
the state government, had
more than 300 contempt cases
against him by the same date.

Telangana Chief Ministers,
both Chandrasekhar Rao
(KCR) earlier and Revanth
Reddy now, are known to act
swiftly, rewarding compliant

officers with plum postings
and punishing those who do
not unquestioningly toe their
line with insignificant ones. On
top of that, political bosses lib-
erally sanction public monies
for officers to fight cases in
court, at times even private
cases unrelated to the officers'
duties as government officers.
In one such instance, the state
government had granted 15
lakh rupees to IAS officer Smita
Sabharwal to file a defamation
case against a magazine.

The courts show restraint
and lenience, providing no
incentive for the powers that be
in Telangana to follow the
Rule of Law. Unfortunately,
when those in power grow a
sense of impunity, arbitrary
decisions disregarding due
process and the Rule of Law
ensue, adversely affecting the
common man the most. When
the pattern repeats over the

years, be it in the case of leg-
islators' defections, respecting
citizens' property rights or
safeguarding the environment,
it erodes the citizen's confi-
dence in the system.

Our Constitution envisages
the Judiciary as the ultimate
protector of citizens' rights.
When their representatives
and bureaucracy fail them,
the citizens' only hope is the
Judiciary. While the Judiciary
must show empathy, it should
balance the same with firm-
ness and set some examples to
break the sense of impunity in
the system. In the case of
Kancha Gachibowli, not only
Hyderabadis but all the voice-
less flora and fauna that made
it their home are looking hope-
fully at the Supreme Court to
safeguard their Right to Life.

(The author is BJP 
TS spokesperson)

KISHORE POREDDY

In the case of Kancha Gachibowli, not

only Hyderabadis but all the voiceless

flora and fauna that made it their home

are looking hopefully at the Supreme

Court to safeguard their Right to Life

Law’s arm may be long, but should not be weak

Continued from Page 1

The SP added that Madhav
had again tried to attack Kiran
at the SP’s office, prompting the
police to register non-bailable
offences against him and his
associates due to the seriousness
of the case. Meanwhile, senior

YSRCP leaders including former
Ministers Ambati Rambabu and
Perni Venkatramaiah (Nani),
former MLA Meruga
Nagarjuna, and MLC Lella
Appireddy visited the court to
see Madhav. They were seen
arguing with the police at the
premises.

Ex-MP Gorantla Madhav ...

Continued from Page 1

GVMC Additional
Commissioner SS Verma
accepted the award on behalf of
the corporation.

In a press release on Friday,
Visakhapatnam District
Collector and GVMC In-charge
Commissioner MN Harendhira
Prasad attributed the success to
the strong participation of the
city’s residents, especially home-
owners and taxpayers. GVMC
Additional Commissioner R.
Somannarayana handed over
the award to the Collector at the
Collectorate on Friday. The
Commissioner expressed grat-
itude to the taxpayers and
acknowledged the efforts of
the GVMC revenue team. The

District Collector also praised
the dedication of the Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue) and
staff in achieving the record col-
lection.

To promote timely payments,
the government is offering a 5%
rebate on property and vacant
land tax for FY 2025–26 for
those paying in full by April 30,
2025. Additionally, the 50%
interest concession on overdue
taxes for FY 2024–25 has been
extended to the same date, fol-
lowing limited access in March
due to public holidays. The
District Collector urged all
property owners within GVMC
limits to utilize these benefits
and support the continued
development and financial
strength of the city. 

GVMC tops State in property ...
Continued from Page 1

Ch Samuel Anil Kumar,
Deputy Director of DBRC,
echoed this sentiment, not-
ing that while waste pickers
are ever-present in our urban
spaces, their labour is often
rendered invisible. “Through
this exercise, they will final-
ly have an identity that
brings with it rights and
entitlements long denied,” he
remarked.

The event also saw partic-
ipation from Ramadevi,
Regional Coordinator of
DBRC, and key officials
from VMC, including the
Chief Medical Health Officer
and Additional Medical
Health Officer, who pledged
their full support.

Data collection is current-
ly underway in Vijayawada
and six other districts, with
officials urging all waste
pickers to come forward and
participate. For the state’s
sanitation workers,
NAMASTE holds the
promise of dignity, visibility,
and a chance at a better life.

AP rolls out...

Continued from Page 1

He underlined Phule’s pivotal
role in initiating social change
in India and emphasised the
importance of remembering
his contributions to society.

He urged citizens to take
inspiration from Phule’s life

and legacy, and to learn more
about the multifaceted reformer
on his birth anniversary. He
also acknowledged the remark-
able contributions of Phule’s
wife, Savitribai Phule, particu-
larly her pioneering work in
promoting women’s education
in India.

Recalling Phule’s social
activism, the Chief Secretary
noted that in 1873, he estab-
lished the Satyashodhak Samaj
to fight caste-based and eco-
nomic inequalities. He also
opposed child marriage and
supported the rights of widows
to remarry.

Phule’s legacy a beacon of social reform...

Continued from Page 1

The letter, addressed to the
GRMB Chairman, criticised
both Andhra Pradesh's uni-
lateral actions and GRMB's
inaction despite being fully
aware of the issue.
In a fresh letter dated April
11 addressed to KRMB,
Telangana Engineer-in-Chief
(Irrigation) Anil Kumar stat-
ed that Andhra Pradesh was
attempting to link the
Godavari to the
Banakacherla Complex
through unauthorized
means. Telangana warned
that any such unilateral
action would severely impact
its rightful share under the
Krishna basin and goes
against the spirit and letter of
the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014.
Telangana stated that the
massive G-B link project,
estimated to cost Rs. 80,112

crore, proposes to divert
over 200 TMC of Godavari's
undistributed waters. The
state government cited vio-
lations of the Godavari Water
Disputes Tribunal (GWDT)
Award and Central Water
Commission (CWC)
approvals, noting that AP
had expanded canal capaci-
ties and taken up unautho-
rised infrastructure works
without requisite clearances.
The letter pointed to AP's
recent Cabinet decision on
April 3 to form a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), 'Jala
Harathi Corporation', to
implement the project in
four years. Telangana said
this SPV was greenlit
through G.O. Ms. No. 16
dated April 8, which permits
construction and tendering
activity despite the project
lacking inter-state consent or
approvals under the APRA
framework.

TG slams AP's G-B link...
Continued from Page 1

The meeting, scheduled at 12
noon at the CWC's Committee
Room, follows the submission
of detailed observations from
both Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh on the draft report
titled ‘Assessment of Water
Availability in the Godavari
Basin and its Sub-Basins,’ pre-
pared by the Hydrology (South)
Directorate.

According to the meeting

notice issued on April 4, the
original report was shared with
both states on July 4, 2023, and
the two governments submitted
their feedback in August.
Telangana submitted its com-
ments on August 14, while
Andhra Pradesh submitted its
response on August 16.

After this, the Godavari River
Management Board (GRMB)
requested the CWC to review
the report, considering the
states’ observations. 

CWC calls meeting on water...

Continued from Page 1

“Everyone chases personal
success, but eventually, people
seek social recognition. This
initiative is built on the princi-
ple of giving back to society,” he
added.

Naidu also mentioned the
ongoing P4 programme and
reaffirmed his government’s
commitment to honouring the
legacies of leaders like Dr B R
Ambedkar, Jyotirao Phule, and
Dr Jagjivan Ram as part of
wider social reforms.

During the event, beneficia-
ries shared personal hardships.
Pyari Reshma from Agiripalli
said her family struggles to edu-
cate their three children on her
husband’s earnings as a driver.
Another woman, Bonam
Lakshmi Durga, who lost her
husband to cancer, revealed that
she has not received a pension
and is working as a daily wage
labourer while living with her
parents.

Responding swiftly, Naidu
sanctioned pensions with 12
months’ arrears and assured

housing and livelihood support.
Several Margadarsis came

forward with major pledges.
Nuzvid Seeds owner Prabhakar
announced Rs 20–25 crore in
support over five years and
expressed willingness to extend
the scheme to Tukkuluru.
Siddhartha of Kusalava Group
offered financial aid for stu-
dents and to build houses,
while Gowtham of Happy
Valley School committed to
expanding free education, hav-
ing already supported 300 stu-
dents.

Uplift the poor, Naidu urges the ...
Continued from Page 1

Naidu further said that Anna
Canteens would be expanded,
including in Vadlamanu, to
ensure affordable meals for
the needy. He added that
schemes like Talliki Vandanam
and Annadata would soon be
launched for women and farm-
ers respectively.

On infrastructure develop-
ment, he assured that the
Chintalapudi Lift Irrigation
Project, currently delayed due
to legal hurdles, would be
completed. He also pledged full
support to Minister
Parthasarathy for the develop-
ment of the Nuzvid segment.

Later in his address, the
Chief Minister warned against
the misuse of social media,
asserting that stringent action
would be taken against charac-
ter assassination and misinfor-
mation. He urged parents to
raise responsible citizens and
not to take for granted the free-
dom ensured under the current
government.

“No one felt safe under the
previous regime. But now,
while we’ve restored freedom,
it must not be abused,” he cau-
tioned.

Priority to BC...
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Original thinking will surpass AI: Expert
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

SRM University-AP marked its
9th Research Day with much
enthusiasm, celebrating a spir-
it of enquiry, innovation, and
academic excellence. The occa-
sion was graced by Prof Ashok
K Ganguli, Director of IISER
Berhampur, Odisha, as the
chief guest. 

Vice Chancellor Prof Manoj
K Arora, Registrar Dr R
Premkumar, Dean of Research
Prof Ranjit Thapa, along with
faculty, staff, and students,
were present.

In his welcome address, Prof
Arora underlined the central
role of research in achieving
institutional excellence.
“Research Day is a platform to
identify and nurture students
with innovative ideas that can
create societal impact,” he said.
He also hinted at SRM AP’s
future participation in the pro-
posed Ratan Tata Innovation
Hub in Amaravati as one of its
key spokes.

Prof Ganguli commended
SRM AP for promoting a
robust research culture. “SRM
AP, with its internationally

exposed and research-driven
faculty, is poised for academic
and research excellence,” he

said. 
Speaking on the future of

research, he remarked that

while AI continues to advance,
it is original, creative research
that will ultimately surpass

artificial intelligence.
The event featured an

abstract book with 263 under-
graduate/postgraduate and 131
PhD research abstracts across
more than 30 thematic areas.
Outstanding student
researchers were recognised,
with 17 gold and 5 silver
medals awarded in the UG/PG
category, and 10 gold and 5 sil-
ver medals in the PhD catego-
ry.

Faculty members were also
honoured for their research
contributions. 

Dr PardhaSaradhi M
received the Best Experimental
Researcher Award, Dr Murali
Krishna E was named Best
Theoretical Researcher, Dr
Dinesh Reddy V was recog-
nised as Best Industrial
Researcher, and Dr Harish
Puppala received the Best
Young Researcher Award. Each
awardee received a memento
and a cash prize of Rs 50,000. 

The 9th Research Day con-
cluded on a high note, reaf-
firming SRM University-AP’s
commitment to interdiscipli-
nary research, innovation, and
global academic collaboration.

SRM AP'S RESEARCH DAY

The event featured an abstract book with 263
undergraduate/postgraduate and 131 PhD research
abstracts across more than 30 thematic areas. Outstanding
student researchers were recognised, with 17 gold and 5
silver medals awarded in the UG/PG category, and 10 gold
and 5 silver medals in the PhD category

Cows dying in large numbers
at TTD Gosala: Bhumana

PNS n TIRUPATI

Former Chairman of the
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD),
Bhumana Karunakar Reddy,
has alleged that a large num-
ber of cows are dying at the
TTD Gosala due to the negli-
gence of the coalition govern-
ment. He demanded an
inquiry to establish the facts
and preserve the sanctity of
Tirumala.

Addressing the media in
Tirupati on Friday, Karunakar
Reddy claimed that over 100
cows have died in the past
three months due to poor
maintenance and lack of prop-
er care. “The actual number
may be higher, as this figure
includes only those cases that
have come to our attention,” he
said.

He accused the coalition
government of ignoring the
issue while being preoccupied
with making false allegations
against YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
and attempting to erase his
contributions.

Calling for an immediate
probe into the deaths, he crit-
icised the appointment of a

Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) with no veterinary
expertise to oversee the Gosala.
“This is a clear case of negli-
gence by the coalition govern-
ment and the current TTD
governing body,” he remarked.

He emphasised that the cow
is regarded as a sacred animal
in Hinduism, and legend holds
that Lord Venkateswara sus-
tained himself on cow’s milk.
“While the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister speak
highly of Sanatana Dharma,
the Gosala has been com-
pletely neglected under their
watch,” he said.

Karunakar Reddy further
claimed that the sudden rise in
cattle deaths could be seen as
a divine warning against the
coalition government for lev-
elling baseless accusations
against YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy.

Recalling the previous

YSRCP regime, he said the
Gosala had prospered under
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s leader-
ship, with more than 550
indigenous breed cows
brought in from Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Punjab. “We
used to send 1,700 litres of
milk to Tirumala daily for
temple rituals. Now, under the
present government, not even
500 litres are being sent,” he
noted.

He added that cows were
previously gifted to farmers
and their use promoted in
spiritual and medicinal con-
texts. “Now, the lives of these
holy animals are under threat,”
he lamented, citing the exam-
ple of a pregnant cow found
dead on a railway track, with
its ears—bearing the TTD
identification tag—reportedly
severed by officials.

He urged the government to
order an immediate inquiry
into the cow deaths, stating
that the incident is a stain on
Sanatana Dharma. “Only Dr
YS Rajasekhara Reddy and YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy have truly
worked for the sanctity of the
TTD and the protection of the
Gosala,” he added.

TDP encouraging online
attacks on women: YSRCP

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSR Congress Party
spokesperson Shyamala has
strongly condemned what she
described as a coordinated
campaign of online abuse tar-
geting women, allegedly car-
ried out by anti-social ele-
ments linked to the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and
Janasena.

She accused the TDP of
fostering such elements, liken-
ing them to jackals, and criti-
cised their sustained attacks on
women through degrading
content on social media plat-
forms.

Shyamala questioned the
selective application of the
law, asking why those who rou-
tinely post derogatory content
have not faced arrest. She
described the recent arrest of
one individual, Chebrolu
Kiran, as mere political drama,
pointing out that despite
reportedly naming TDP lead-
ers N. Chandrababu Naidu
and Nara Lokesh, no action
had been taken against them.

She also took aim at Home

Minister Anita, accusing her of
making offensive remarks
about Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s family without
facing any legal repercussions.
“If there is genuine intent,
why hasn’t action been taken
against all those spreading
hatred, including political lead-
ers?” she asked.

Highlighting the rise in
crimes against women,
Shyamala alleged that leaders
such as Chandrababu Naidu
and Pawan Kalyan were
engaged in political theatrics
while ignoring the safety of the
public. She condemned Pawan
Kalyan, Lokesh and
Chandrababu for their deroga-

tory statements and added
that their supporters, operat-
ing under the “iTDP” banner,
were continuing to spread
venom online.

Despite repeated complaints
from YSRCP leaders, she said,
the police remained indiffer-
ent. “What is the Home
Minister doing? How many
victims has she met or sup-
ported?” she questioned.

Revealing that she herself
had been subjected to vicious
trolling, Shyamala concluded
that Andhra Pradesh was no
longer governed by people-
centric policies but by anarchy,
lawlessness, atrocities and
mounting debt.

Jagan honours
Mahatma Phule

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

On the occasion of Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule Jayanti, for-
mer Chief Minister and YSR
Congress Party president YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy paid flo-
ral tributes to the portrait of
Mahatma Phule at his resi-
dence.

In a statement shared on X,
Jagan remarked, "Jyotirao
Phule was a guiding light for
social equality and women’s
education. He was a great
social reformer who dedicat-
ed his life for the uplift and

educational progress of
oppressed communities. On
his Jayanti, I offer my tributes."

In the commemoration of
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
Jayanti, former Minister Jogi
Ramesh, former MP Margani
Bharat, MLCs KRJ Bharat,
Lella Appireddy, R Ramesh
Yadav, Mondithoka Arun
Kumar, Krishna District ZP
Chairperson Uppala Harika,
and YSRCP leaders Devineni
Avinash and Uppala Ramu
participated and offered trib-
utes to Mahatma Phule’s por-
trait.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

To ensure quality education
and healthcare for children
with special needs, the
Government of Andhra
Pradesh has initiated steps to
establish Autism Centres
across the State. “Everyone
must contribute to shaping a
brighter future for children
with autism,” said B Srinivasa
Rao, State Project Director of
Samagra Shiksha.

He attended a special
national-level workshop on
‘Bhavita’ and Autism Centres
held at the Supporting
Andhra’s Learning
Transformation (SALT) build-
ing in Vijayawada on Friday,
which was attended by promi-
nent medical professionals and
experts. Addressing the gath-
ering, the Director mentioned

that nearly 89,000 Children
with Special Needs in Andhra
Pradesh would benefit from
these Autism Centres. He
stressed that successful imple-
mentation would require col-
laboration between the gov-
ernment, experts, NGOs and
called for innovative ideas to
improve the functioning of
these centres.

Joining the event virtually, A
Sreeja, Economic Adviser to
the Ministry of Education,
GoI, stated that under the
National Education Policy
2020, every child, regardless of
ability, must have equal access
to educational opportunities.
She appreciated the integration
of 679 Bhavita Centres with
schools across Andhra Pradesh
under Samagra Shiksha,
strengthening the foundation
for inclusive learning. She also

lauded the State’s ongoing
development of a digital learn-
ing platform for children with
special needs. Stressing the
need for greater awareness
around issues like autism, she
advocated for teacher training
programmes in collaboration
with national-level institutions
that can guide inclusive class-
room practices.

A Venkataramana, OSD,

Department of Human
Resource Development,
engaged with experts during
the session and sought their
suggestions. 

On the occasion, special
educators who successfully
completed the digital training
organised by Google were
felicitated with appreciation
certificates. The awardees
included P. Sunil (Government

Upper Primary School,
Terlada, Vizianagaram), B
Mahalaxmi Naidu (ZPHS
Medivada, Anakapalli), and
Dr Y Narasimham (IE
Consultant, Samagra Shiksha).

The workshop was attended
by several eminent dignitaries,
including  K Ravindranath
Reddy (ASPD-2, Samagra
Shiksha), NK Annapurna (State
IE Coordinator),  Ram Kamal
(IE Advisor), Dr Prashanth
(from the office of the
Commissioner, Health &
Family Welfare Department,
RBSK, Andhra Pradesh), Dr
Dinesh KS (Professor and Head
of Department), Dr Vija yendra
Reddy (Dean, AIIMS, Manga
lagiri), Dr Sroja Arya (Senior
Professor (Retd.), Clinical
Psychology), Dr Shilpa Mano
jna (Associate Professor,
DEGSN, NCERT, New Delhi).

Paving the way for brighter future of children with autism
Innovative ideas sought for effective management of autism centres

BJP pays tribute to
Jyotirao Phule

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The birth anniversary of social
reformer Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule was observed at the BJP
State office in Vijayawada on
Friday. The occasion was
marked by tributes to Phule’s
legacy and a reaffirmation of
the BJP’s commitment to his
vision of social justice and
women’s empowerment.

Speaking on the occasion,
BJP State President Daggubati
Purandeswari said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
given concrete shape to Phule’s
ideals through his policies
and governance. “Jyotirao
Phule’s principles live on

through the initiatives of the
present government. He
believed that true empower-
ment begins with women’s
education, and our Prime
Minister shares that convic-
tion,” she said.

Purandeswari noted that
the BJP government had been
striving to realise Phule’s
vision. “For the first time, the
long-overlooked BC
Commission has been grant-
ed constitutional status. We are
also working towards the
development of SCs through
targeted welfare schemes and
by encouraging the establish-
ment of SC-led enterprises,”
she added.

PROMISES UNFULFILLED

Srikakulam fishermen left adrift
PNS n SRIKAKULAM

Despite repeated assurances
from the government and
financial allocations for wel-
fare, the f ishermen of
Srikakulam district continue
to battle worsening condi-
tions marked by fatalities at
sea and deepening economic
distress.

With a 193-kilometre coast-
line spanning 11 mandals—
including Ichchapuram,
Kaviti,  Sompeta, and
Vajrapukotturu—the district
is home to 104 fishing villages
and over one lakh residents.
Of these, more than 6,200 are
directly engaged in fishing
activities. However, most con-
tinue to operate without prop-
er harbours or jetties, relying
on outdated, unsafe methods
that increase the risk of acci-
dents and loss of life.

While political promises
resurface during elections or
disasters, they have largely
failed to translate into real
progress. 

Notably, during the last five
years of the YSRCP regime, no
major infrastructure project
dedicated to fishermen’s safe-
ty and welfare has reached
completion.

The Bhavanapadu Port pro-
ject, initiated under the pre-

vious TDP government,
stalled following the change in
power in 2019. In a pre-elec-
tion push, the YSRCP govern-
ment announced the
Moolapeta Harbour plan, but
actual development has been
limited to a pier at
Manchineellapeta and a har-
bour at Budagatlapalem—
both falling short of commu-
nity needs.

The lack of local employ-
ment opportunities is prompt-
ing many f ishermen to
migrate to metropolitan cities
like Chennai, Mumbai, and
Kolkata—or even to foreign
waters, risking detention and
worse. Tragic deaths at sea
have become all too common,

often eliciting only temporary
concern from authorities.
Fishermen have also raised
concerns over irregularities in
the disbursal of fishing ban
compensation and unad-
dressed allegations of benami
corruption in welfare
schemes. Promised medical
and pension aid remains
undelivered, leaving aging
fishermen without access to
even basic healthcare.

"Fishing is our only means
of survival," said Chalaparaya
Gurumurthy from Donkur.
"When the weather is bad, we
stay home without income.
We've asked for alternative
employment, but the govern-
ment hasn’t responded."
Echoing this,  Budda
Kurmarao, also from the same
village, added, "Local fishing
is no longer sustainable.
People are migrating, leaving
their families behind. The
government must expedite
the construction of harbours
and jetties."

In the absence of support,
many families resort to infor-
mal street vending of items
like spectacles and toys.
Crucial employment schemes
are either poorly implement-
ed or completely missing in
these villages, further deepen-
ing the crisis.

Make use of govt’s maternal
healthcare services: Collector
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha has said that gov-
ernment healthcare systems
offer quality maternal services
during pregnancy, childbirth
and the postnatal period, and
it is important that expectant
mothers make full use of these
facilities.

MLA G Ram Mohan Rao
and officials participated in a
public awareness rally held on
Friday, as part of National
Safe Motherhood Day celebra-
tions. The Collector inaugurat-
ed the rally and walked along
with nursing students to pro-
mote awareness on safe mater-

nity practices.
Dr Lakshmisha highlighted

that awareness rallies are being
conducted across the district to
educate the public. He stressed
the importance of educating
newlyweds and expectant
mothers about the precau-
tions needed to ensure a nor-
mal delivery. The Medical and
Health Department staff are

playing a key role in spreading
awareness regarding timely
medical check-ups, physical
exercises and nutritional needs
during pregnancy.

He mentioned that this spe-
cial initiative has been organ-
ised annually since 2003 on
National Safe Motherhood Day.
“No mother or child should die
during childbirth,” he asserted,
adding that awareness is being
provided to all women about
the necessary precautions dur-
ing pregnancy. He encouraged
pregnant women to fully utilise
government schemes and aim
for safe, natural deliveries that
ensure the birth of healthy
children.

Natural hydrogen key to clean
energy future: IIPE Director

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Highlighting a pivotal shift in
the global energy landscape,
Prof. Shalivahan, Director of
the Indian Institute of
Petroleum and Energy (IIPE),
has underscored the rising
significance of natural hydro-
gen as a clean and sustainable
energy source. His remarks
came during the valedictory
session of the International
Conference on ‘Exploring the
Potential of Natural Hydrogen:
A Sustainable Energy Frontier’,
held on the IIPE campus.

Addressing delegates on the
concluding day of the two-day
event, Prof. Shalivahan empha-
sised that natural hydrogen
holds immense promise in
meeting escalating global ener-
gy demands while simultane-
ously addressing climate
change challenges. “We must
accelerate our efforts in explor-
ing and adopting natural
hydrogen as a viable, long-term
energy solution,” he said.

Organised by the

Department of Petroleum
Engineering and Earth
Sciences at IIPE, the confer-
ence brought together eminent
scientists, policy makers, and
industry leaders from across
the globe. Key attendees
included Prof. P.K. Banik,
President of IIPE’s Board of
Governors, and Dr. Neloy
Khare, senior official from the
Ministry of Earth Sciences.

The conference featured a
series of technical sessions
delving into the geology of nat-
ural hydrogen formation,
advancements in sustainable
extraction technologies, and
critical environmental and
economic implications.
Presentations also explored
pathways for integrating natur-
al hydrogen into existing ener-
gy infrastructures and the
need for robust regulatory
frameworks.

A consistent theme through-
out the discussions was the
necessity for coordinated
national and international
strategies to harness the full

potential of natural hydrogen.
Delegates called for increased
investment in research and
development, and the formu-
lation of clear policy directives
to support hydrogen initiatives.

Dr. Prabhakar Thakur, Head
of the Hydrocarbon Efficiency
and New Energy Wing at the
Directorate General of
Hydrocarbons (DGH), high-
lighted ongoing policy devel-
opments aimed at bolstering
India’s hydrogen energy mis-
sion. He reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to creating
an enabling ecosystem that
fosters innovation, public-pri-
vate collaboration, and invest-
ment in emerging energy tech-
nologies.

As the global community
grapples with the dual imper-
atives of energy security and
environmental sustainability,
the insights shared at the con-
ference mark a significant step
forward in positioning natur-
al hydrogen as a transformative
element in the world’s clean
energy future.
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Rich tributes paid to social
reformer Jyotirao Phule

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

District Collector P Prasanthi,
MLC Somu Veerraju and
MLA Aadireddy Srinivas paid
rich tributes to social
reformer Jyotirao Phule on
the occasion of his 199th
birth anniversary here on
Friday.

They garlanded the statue
of Jyotirao Phule, located on
the embankment of the River
Godavari, and offered floral
tr ibutes.  The State
Government has declared

Phule’s birth anniversary as a
State function.

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector Prasanthi recalled
that Phule had worked tire-
lessly for the upliftment of
backward classes and recog-
nised the importance of edu-
cation for economic progress.

She also reminisced that
Phule’s wife, Savitribai, had
provided free education to
women in those days. Jyotirao
Phule had never sought any
position of power but firmly
advocated for social reform.

She urged members of back-
ward communities to avail
themselves of the benefits of
welfare schemes for their
advancement.

MLC Somu Veerraju
recalled that Jyotirao Phule
had striven to eradicate social
inequalities. MLA Aadireddy
Srinivas also spoke on the
occasion.

Joint Collector S. Chinna
Ramudu, SE APEPDCL K.
Thilak Kumar,  and BC
Welfare Officer B. Seshanka
were present.

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

District Collector P. Prasanthi
has said that efforts are under-
way to identify malnourished
children and provide them
with nutritious food to improve
their health under the
‘Chinnari Aarogyam’ pro-
gramme.

The Collector convened a
meeting with officials from
the Women and Child Welfare
Department, DRDA, and
Medical and Health
Department on Friday to
review the implementation of
the programme. On the occa-
sion, she also released ‘Poshan
Abhiyan’ wall posters to raise
awareness about nutrition.

Collector Prasanthi stated
that as part of social responsi-
bility, a "Child Health
Programme" was being devel-
oped to identify children suf-
fering from malnutrition and
chronic illnesses, and to help
them recover their health.

“The main objective of the

programme is to identify chil-
dren suffering from chronic
conditions such as TB, HIV,
and sickle cell anaemia, assess
their health status, and ensure
they receive proper medical
care,” she said. She added that
the health of these children

would be monitored monthly
by a medical officer, and nec-
essary steps would be taken for
their recovery.

To ensure the effective
implementation of the ‘Banga
Konda’ initiative, the ‘Chinnari
Aarogyam’ programme was

designed. Under this, nutrition-
al kits will be distributed to
identified children during the
first five days of every month.

A ‘Balamitra’ will be assigned
to each malnourished child to
monitor their condition and
ensure their wellbeing. 

Malnourished children identified
for nutritional support: DC

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Minister for Irrigation
Nimmala Ramanaidu distrib-
uted toolkits to artisans and
craftsmen on Friday, coincid-
ing with the birth anniversary
of social reformer Jyotirao
Phule.

The Minister participated as
chief guest at a programme
organised by the Dharma Rao
Foundation in Palakollu.
Toolkits were distributed to
artisans and craftsmen belong-
ing to backward communities.
The Minister, along with
District Collector Chadalavada
Nagarani, paid floral tributes to
Jyotirao Phule on the occasion
of his 199th birth anniversary.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Ramanaidu said that
the government under Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu is according top prior-
ity to the welfare and uplift of
Backward Classes (BCs). He
recalled that under the
‘Aadarana’ scheme between
2014 and 2019, the then gov-
ernment extended loans worth
crores to the BC community.

He criticised the Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy-led government
for neglecting BC welfare
between 2019 and 2024 and

failing to implement the BC
sub-plan.

The Minister stated that the
Dharma Rao Foundation dis-
tributed toolkits to 50 toddy
tappers, coconut harvesters,
vegetable vendors using push-
carts, and roadside eatery own-
ers on the occasion.

He appreciated the founda-
tion for its welfare activities for
the underprivileged and urged
artisans and craftsmen to
enhance their skills and adopt
innovative techniques to
increase their income.

Ramanaidu reiterated the
government's commitment to

BC welfare and noted that
three BC leaders have been
appointed as mandal presi-
dents. He also promised to
construct community build-
ings for the Gouda and
Settibalija communities after
resolving site-related issues.
The building will be construct-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs 1.5
crore. 

Further, the Minister
informed that Rs 3 crore has
been sanctioned for the con-
struction of an Agnikula
Kshatriya community hall,
with works set to commence
soon. He also assured the con-

struction of a community
building for the Toorpu Kapu
community.

Collector Nagarani called
upon people to take inspiration
from Jyotirao Phule and work
towards eliminating social
inequalities. The Minister and
Collector also handed over a
cheque for Rs 11.5 crore for
disbursal to 400 beneficiaries of
the BC, EWS, and Kapu corpo-
rations.

RDO Desiraju, BC Welfare
Officer Ganapathi Rao, and
Lead Bank Manager Nagendra
Prasad were among those pre-
sent.

TDP activist
Chebrolu Kiran

remanded
PNS n GUNTUR

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
activist Chebrolu Kiran, who
allegedly made personal and
abusive comments against
YS Bharati on social media,
was sent to 14 days’ judicial
remand by the court on
Friday.

The Mangalagiri police
arrested Chebrolu Kiran at
Ibrahimpatnam on April 10
for posting derogatory and
offensive remarks against YS
Bharati, the wife of former
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy. He was pro-
duced before the Mangalagiri
court on Friday, which
remanded him to judicial
custody for 14 days.

Meanwhile, the judge
expressed displeasure with
Mangalagiri Circle Inspector
Srinivasa Rao for booking
Kiran under Section 111.
The judge objected to the
application of this section and
directed the CI to submit a
written explanation for
invoking it in the case.

Contract workers at VSP to go
on indefinite strike from April 16

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The CITU has declared that
contract workers at the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
(VSP) will commence an indef-
inite strike from April 16,
demanding an immediate halt
to ongoing terminations and
the reinstatement of workers
already laid off.

CITU State general secretary
CH Narasingha Rao, address-
ing media persons at
Jagadamba Junction on Friday,
said that more than 3,000 con-
tract workers have been dis-
missed over the past three
months, in what he described
as an illegal and arbitrary move.
He further stated that the recent
exit of 1,213 permanent
employees and officers under
the Voluntary Retirement
Scheme (VRS) has added to the
crisis at the plant.

Recalling a previous plan to
terminate around 4,000 con-
tract workers on October 1 last
year, Rao noted that the man-
agement backed down due to
concerns over possible distur-
bances to public order. “The
workers who are now being

removed have been contribut-
ing to the plant with skill and
commitment for nearly three
decades. Their sudden termina-
tion will have a direct adverse
impact on production,” Rao
said. He also highlighted the
plight of contract workers who
are largely displaced persons
and do not possess even mini-
mal land holdings. “Their evic-
tion,” he warned, “would ren-
der entire rehabilitation
colonies uninhabitable and eco-
nomically unviable.”

Raising concerns over the
Centre’s approach to public
sector undertakings, Rao
accused the BJP-led Union
government of paving the way
for the privatisation of the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant. He
pointed out the contrast
between the neglect of staffing

needs at the Vizag unit and the
Centre’s approval of employ-
ment for 20,000 people at the
upcoming 7.3-million tonne
capacity steel plant by Arcelor
Mittal in Nakkapalli.

Rao said that despite a sanc-
tioned strength of 27,200, the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant is
currently operating with only
22,000 employees, with 5,200
positions remaining vacant. He
criticised the State government
for projecting new industrial
investments as employment gen-
erators while failing to intervene
in the ongoing retrenchments at
an existing PSU. He called upon
the Visakhapatnam MP and
the Gajuwaka MLA to engage
with the Union Steel Ministry,
which he said has so far
remained indifferent to the con-
cerns of workers. 

Kasturba Gandhi
Schools for girls

coming up in
State: Gottipati

PNS n BAPATLA

Energy Minister Gottipati
Ravikumar has announced
that the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment, inspired by the pio-
neering contributions of
Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai
Phule towards women’s educa-
tion, is establishing Kasturba
Gandhi Girls’ Schools across
the state.

As part of this initiative, the
Minister laid the foundation
stone for two new girls’ resi-
dential schools in Ballikurava
and Yelchurulapadu villages
under the Addanki constituen-
cy, with an allocated budget of
Rs 3 crore. Speaking at the
event on Friday, he reiterated
the coalition government's
commitment to girls’ education
and said construction would be
completed within six months
to ensure early access for stu-
dents.

He further stated that Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu’s
coalition government has
accorded top priority to school
education and is working to
upgrade government schools to
meet the standards of private
institutions. In contrast, he
alleged that more than 12,000
students had dropped out dur-
ing the previous YSRCP regime
due to inadequate infrastruc-
ture and lack of support.

Ravikumar criticised the
previous government for mis-
using educational funds and
failing to provide even basic
amenities in Kasturba schools.
He noted that, under the guid-
ance of Minister Nara Lokesh,
efforts are underway to ensure
that education—a fundamen-
tal right—is accessible to all. He
added that government schools
are being developed on par
with private institutions
through support from both
public and private donations.

Health Minister inaugurates cath lab at Ongole GGH
PNS n ONGOLE

Minister for Health Satya
Kumar Yadav, along with Social
Welfare Minister Dola Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy, inaugu-
rated a state-of-the-art
Catheterisation Laboratory
(Cath Lab) at the Government
General Hospital (GGH) here
on Friday. The advanced med-
ical facility has been established
at a cost of Rs 6.06 crore.

Speaking at the event,
Minister Satya Kumar Yadav
said that the State Government
is according high priority to
quality medical education and
is committed to strengthening
infrastructure and equipping

government hospitals with
advanced medical equipment
to serve the poor better.

He highlighted that the gov-
ernment is providing medical
services worth up to Rs 25 lakh
under the NTR Medical
Services scheme and has also
launched free cancer diagnos-
tic tests across the State. He
added that preventive health-
care is being given due empha-
sis.

“The government is working
towards setting up 100-bed
multi-speciality hospitals with
full infrastructure in every
Assembly constituency,” he
said. He also noted that surg-
eries not feasible in private hos-

pitals are being successfully
performed in government hos-
pitals.

The Health Minister called
upon doctors to ensure that
patients feel more confident

and satisfied with the treatment
in government hospitals as
compared to private ones. He
congratulated Dr Kishan Babu
(Surgical Oncology), Dr Kiran
Kumar (Dental), and Dr

Prabhakar (ENT) for their ser-
vices.

Social Welfare Minister Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy said that
despite financial constraints,
the government is committed
to improving infrastructure in
public hospitals. He stressed
the importance of enhancing
sanitation and security in the
RIMS hospital.

MLA Damacharla
Janardhan Rao, District
Collector A Thameem
Ansariya, Ongole Mayor
Gangada Sujatha, APTDC
Chairman Dr Nukasani Balaji,
and Janasena representative
Riyaz were also present at the
event.

Cong silent about KCR & KTR's graft due to
‘Madras Agreement’: Maheshwar

PNS n HYDERABAD

Congress leaders like Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy are
not speaking about the corrup-
tion of KCR and former
Minister KT Rama Rao, as they
have entered into a ‘Madras
Agreement,’ BJLP leader Alleti
Maheshwar Reddy said. During
a chit-chat on Friday at the state
BJP office, Maheshwar said that
KTR had a meeting with the
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
DK Siva Kumar in Chennai and
had entered into a ‘Madras
Agreement.’ So KCR wants
Revanth to continue as the CM

for the next five years, and the
BRS is showering affection on the
Congress, he added.

“There is no progress in the
phone tapping cases, E-car racing,
Dharani and other corruption
cases due to the ‘Madras
Agreement.’ The Congress and
the BRS are functioning as one to
stop the growth of the BJP,”
Maheshwar said. The BJLP leader
said the Congress Government
took a loan using HCU lands and
tried to sell them but is trying to
blame the BJP. “KTR is saying that
there is a BJP MP in the HCU
land scam only to protect the
Congress Government. Who

prevented KTR from revealing
the name of the BJP MP? Revanth
had assured that they would
throw BRS leaders into jail with-
in 100 days of coming to power,
but why is there no action even
after 16 months? KTR should
reveal the name of the BJP MP if
he has any evidence. KTR is lev-
elling allegations against the BJP
after taking a 'supari' as per the
Madras Agreement to get protec-
tion from cases. Why is Revanth
not arresting KTR even though
he says that he has evidence? KTR
has become a bodyguard of the
Congress Gover nment and
Revanth Reddy,” Maheshwar said.

People-centric approach vital for
Swarnandhra @2047: Collector

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

District Collector M. N.
Harendhira Prasad, on Friday,
underscored the need for a
constituency-level, people-
centric approach in preparing
the Swarnandhra @2047
Vision plans. He said the
planning process must reflect
the aspirations of citizens
while being firmly grounded
in the realities and needs of
each region. 

The Collector was address-
ing a two-day capacity-build-
ing workshop held at the
VUDA Children’s Arena,
aimed at sensitising officials
from the erstwhile
Visakhapatnam districts on
the modalities of preparing

the long-term vision plans.
Calling for seamless inter-
departmental coordination,
Harendhira Prasad directed
officials to complete all plan-
ning activities and submit the
respective reports by May 15.
He stressed that the focus
must remain on translating
public expectations into
actionable development
strategies.

As part of the framework,
teams have been constituted at
various administrative levels
to facilitate effective plan for-
mulation. The District
Collector will serve as the
Chairperson at the district
level, while each constituen-
cy will be overseen by a
Deputy Collector-rank officer.

Zonal Commissioners and
Mandal Parishad
Development Off icers
(MPDOs) will function as
conveners at zonal and man-
dal levels, respectively. Each
committee will also include
five secretariat staff to support
the planning process.

The interim annual plans
are expected to align with the
overarching goals of the
Swarnandhra @2047 Vision
Plan, which seeks to guide
long-term development across
the State. Officials have been
instructed to identify priori-
ty areas within the primary,
secondary, and tertiary sec-
tors, ensuring that the pro-
posed interventions address
the most pressing local con-

cerns.
The Collector reiterated

that the success of the initia-
tive depends on the active
engagement of all depart-
ments and timely completion
of tasks. He urged the teams
to work collaboratively and
deliver comprehensive, com-
munity-driven plans by the
stipulated deadline. 

The State Nodal Officer,
senior off icials  from
Anakapalli, Visakhapatnam,
and Alluri Sitharama Raju
districts, Revenue Divisional
Officers (RDOs), Deputy
Collectors,  Planning
Department officials, Chief
Planning Officer Srinivasa
Rao, and other key personnel
attended the workshop.

GST strengthens national unity
in taxation: Commissioner

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

GST Commissioner P. Anand
Kumar has emphasised that the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
system remains firmly aligned
with India’s vision of “One
Nation, One Tax, One Market”,
seamlessly integrating tax-
ation across the Centre
and States. Addressing
the media people on
Friday, he underlined
GST’s significance in
realising Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s mission of eco-
nomic consolidation and ease of
doing business. Kumar
described GST as a game-chang-
er in India's taxation system,
having replaced a multitude of
indirect taxes such as VAT with
a uniform tax regime across the
country. He reassured that cru-
cial sectors like healthcare and

education remain outside the
GST structure, thereby protect-
ing essential public services.
Responding to concerns from
the public, he clarified that
unbranded daily necessities such
as rice, curd, and edible oils are
exempt from GST, provided

they are not sold in pack-
aging exceeding 25 kg.
However, branded
and pre-packaged
versions continue to
attract tax.

Highlighting the
financial strength of

GST, Kumar noted a signif-
icant rise in collections over the
past eight years—from Rs 60,000
crore to over Rs 1 lakh crore per
month. These funds, he said, are
channelled into vital national ini-
tiatives and infrastructure pro-
jects including Amaravati,
Polavaram, and welfare schemes
like 'Ayushman Bhava'. 

Minister distributes toolkits
to artisans and craftsmen



ACROSS THE STATES

W
elcoming the Supreme Court’s landmark verdict against
governors delaying assent to bills passed by state
assemblies, CPI(M) Kerala state secretary M V Govindan

on Friday said it was a setback to the Union government’s
attempts to destroy federalism in the country. Addressing
reporters here, he said the verdict on the petition of Tamil Nadu
government was a warning to the BJP-led central government
which was trying to weaken states ruled by opposition parties
with its political intervention. The significant Supreme Court
verdict ensures protection to the powers vested with the
elected governments in all states, he said. The SC decision to
consider as ‘endorsed’ the 10 bills passed and reiterated by the
Tamil Nadu assembly has set a new chapter in judicial history,
Govindan said. He said with the new verdict, the Kerala
government’s appeal before the Supreme Court on the bills
passed by the state assembly is also expected to receive a
favourable response from the Apex court.

SC verdict on governors a
setback to Centre: CPI(M)

T
he BJP MP from Himachal Pradesh's Mandi Lok Sabha
seat, Kangana Ranaut, speaks like an actor and she should
not be taken seriously, said state Industry Minister

Harshwardhan Chauhan on Friday. Replying to a question that
Kangana had recently said she received electricity bills of Rs 1
lakh for her Manali house and the industry is also bearing the
heat of electricity bills, he said, "When you will not pay the bill,
it will be carried forward and will mount." He told reporters,
"She is trying to create a sensation on social media and in
newspapers. It is her old habit but now she is a politician and
should take things seriously." Kangana has been entrusted with
the responsibility to represent the Mandi parliamentary
constituency and she should come up to the expectations of
the people and resolve their issues rather than making
unnecessary statements, he added. "She speaks dialogues and
we should not take her seriously.

Kangana not to be taken
seriously: Himachal Min

A
person was arrested on Friday for allegedly placing a piece
of animal flesh at Jama Masjid in Agra, a police official
said. The accused has been identified as Nazruddin, a

resident of Teela Nandram locality in the city. The police
questioned the accused to determine his intention behind the
act, but the officials didn’t share the interrogation details with
the mediapersons. However, Agra Additional Police
Commissioner (ACP) Sanjeev Tyagi said, "Action will be taken
against the accused under NSA (National Security Act)."The
ACP also said that they are determining if more people are
involved in the alleged criminal act. Earlier in the day, Agra
Police Commissionerate posted on X, "Today on 11.04.25, on
the incident of finding a piece of (animal) flesh in the mosque
under the jurisdiction of Mantola Police Station, the police
teams formed took prompt action with the help of CCTV etc.,
and the accused has been arrested."

Man HELd for placing meat
inside Agra's Jama Masjid
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‘PARIVAR KA SAATH, PARIVAR KA VIKAS'

PM Modi takes a dig at
Opposition parties

PNS n VARANASI

In a swipe at opposition par-
ties, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said those
hankering for power focus
solely on promoting their own
families, while his government
works on the theme of inclu-
sive development.

Addressing a gathering after
laying the foundation stone of
44 projects worth Rs 3,880
crore here, Modi said, "Our
guiding mantra in serving the
nation has always been 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas'. With this
spirit, we continue to move for-
ward for the betterment of
every citizen."

He said in contrast, those
who are power hungry play
political games day and night,
driven not by national interest
but by a single-minded focus
on family-based support and
family-centric development.

"Those who play games day
and night only to grab power,
their principle is 'parivar ka
saath, parivar ka vikas' (fami-
ly support, family develop-
ment)," Modi said on his 50th
visit to his Lok Sabha con-
stituency since becoming the

prime minister in 2014.
The prime minister, who

began his speech by greeting
people in Bhojpuri, also paid
tributes to Dalit reformer
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule on his
birth anniversary as well as his
wife Savitribai Phule, recognis-
ing their contributions to social
equality and women's empow-
erment.

"Today, we are carrying for-
ward their ideas with new
energy," he said while reiterat-
ing his government's focus on
all-round development.

Elaborating on his con-
stituency's makeover over the
last 10 years, Modi said,

"Earlier, Purvanchal lacked
health facilities but today, Kashi
is becoming the region's health
capital. About 10-11 years ago,
there were problems related to
availing medical treatment in
the region. Today, my Kashi is
becoming the health capital
too.

"Major hospitals from Delhi
and Mumbai have now not
only become accessible for the
people of the region, but they
have also ensured dignity for
patients," he said, referring to
several prominent hospitals
opening branches here.

Talking about the distribu-
tion of Ayushman Vay

Vandana cards among senior
citizens, the prime minister
highlighted that the initiative
ensures free treatment for
those aged above 70 years,
regardless of their income. He
said Varanasi has issued the
highest number of Vay
Vandana cards, with nearly
50,000 cards distributed.

Highlighting the city's trans-
formative journey over the
last 10 years, Modi said, "In the
last 10 years, the development
of Banaras has gained a new
momentum. Kashi has always
preserved its heritage and
taken steps towards a bright
future. Today, Kashi is not just
ancient, but my Kashi is also
progressive."

Speaking on the region's
contribution to development,
he said, "Today, Kashi is pulling
the Purvanchal's chariot of
development."

The prime minister noted
that once the ongoing projects
are completed in the coming
months, commuting in
Varanasi will become even
more convenient, stressing that
this progress will boost both
speed and business activities in
the region.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India is an important country
for stability in the Indo-Pacific
region, Italian Deputy Prime
Minister Antonio Tajani said
on Friday.

Tajani, also the minister of
foreign affairs and internation-
al cooperation, is on a two-day
visit to India to ramp up bilat-
eral cooperation in a range of
areas including trade and
investment.

"India is an important coun-
try for stability in the Indo-
Pacific region. Stability is cru-
cial to strengthen trade," he
said in an address at the 'Italy-
India Business, Science and
Technology Forum'.

"Italy and India are natural
economic partners. Together
we want to strengthen our
cooperation for a partnership
that looks at the future
through higher education,
innovation and research," he
said.

Tajani said Italy and India
are closer than ever today
and that there is huge scope to

expand the ties further.
"We want to invest more in

India, export more to India,
and attract more Indian invest-
ments in Italy," he added.

The Italian deputy prime
minister said innovation, AI,
super computers, space tech-
nology, defence are a few sec-
tors which have potential for
joint partnerships.

In his remarks, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
referred to the 'Joint Strategic
Action Plan' announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Italian PM Giorgia
Meloni following their meet-
ing in November last at Rio de
Janeiro. The Action Plan cap-
tures their vision for deepen-
ing the bilateral strategic part-
nership, through concrete out-
comes that will benefit both
countries, he said.

Jaishankar also said that
the proposed India-Middle
East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), will create
a "truly new global axis" for
economies, energy resources
and communications.

India important for stability
of Indo-Pacific: Italian Dy PM

PNS n NEW DELHI

Election Commission sources
on Friday rejected suggestions
that electronic voting machines
(EVMs) used in the country
are vulnerable to hacking,
asserting that the machines
work like simple calculators
which are not connected to the
internet or infrared.

Referring to the reported
remarks of United States
Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard that
her office has obtained evi-
dence of vulnerabilities to the
hacking of electronic voting
systems for manipulating
votes, the sources pointed out
that some countries use "elec-
tronic voting systems" which
are a mix of multiple systems,

machines and processes
including various private net-
works including the Internet.

They underlined that India
uses electronic voting
machines that work like "sim-
ple, correct and accurate calcu-
lators" and cannot be connect-
ed to either the internet, WiFi
or infrared.

These machines have stood
legal scrutiny by the Supreme
Court and are invariably
checked by the political parties
at various stages, including
the conduct of "mock polls"
before actual polling starts.

More than five crore paper
trail machine slips have been
verified and matched while
counting in front of political
parties, they pointed out.

Tech mogul Elon Musk had

last year called for the elimina-
tion of EVMs, citing the risk of
being hacked by humans or
artificial intelligence (AI).

The then chief election com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar had in
January responded to Musk's
claim saying, "A global IT
expert said EVMs can be
hacked while our elections
were going on. They (the US)
don't have EVMs, they have
electronic voting mechanisms.

"The remarks created pan-
demonium here.

The same expert later said
that India takes a single day to
finish counting while the US
takes over a month. We just
follow the narratives that are
suiting."

Kumar had, however, not
named Musk.

EC rejects suggestions that
Indian EVMs prone to hacking

PNS n CHENNAI

The BJP and AIADMK on
Friday sealed a poll alliance,
with Union Minister Amit
Shah declaring that the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tion will be fought under the
leadership of AIADMK chief
Edappadi K Palaniswami.

With the parties rekindling
their alliance nearly two years
after they parted ways, Shah
said it will be Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership at
the Centre and Palaniswami at
the state level.

"AIADMK and BJP have
decided to fight next (year's)
polls...from 1998, AIADMK
has been part of BJP alliance
(at different points of time).
PM Modi and late Chief
Minister J Jayalalithaa had
worked for Centre-state ties,"
Shah told a press conference,
flanked by Palaniswami and

outgoing BJP TN chief K
Annamalai, here.

"We will form a government
together led by Edappadi
Palaniswami," he said, indicat-
ing it would be a coalition gov-
ernment should the NDA win.

He exuded confidence that
the NDA will get a solid man-
date and form a government.

On AIADMK's divergent
stand on certain issues, Shah
said will sit and discuss. There
will be a Common Minimum
Programme if required.

He also slammed the ruling
DMK in the state, alleging it
was raking up issues like
Sanatan Dharma, 3-language
policy and delimitation with
the sole intention to take
attention away from key issues.

People were demanding
answers from the ruling dis-
pensation over a number of
'scams,' and they would vote
on genuine issues, Shah said.

AIADMK, BJP join
hands for 2026 TN polls

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) has successfully con-
ducted the release trials of
long-range glide bomb
"Gaurav" from the Sukhoi air-
craft.

"Gaurav" is a 1,000-kg class
glide bomb designed and
developed indigenously by the
DRDO.

The trials, conducted from
April 8 to April 10, successful-
ly demonstrated a range close
to 100 km with pin-point
accuracy, the defence ministry
said on Friday.

The trials are paving the
way for the induction of the
weapon into the Indian Air
Force (IAF), it said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh complimented the
DRDO, the IAF and the indus-
try partners concerned for
the successful development
trials of "Gaurav".

He said the development of
the long-range glide bomb
will further enhance the capa-

bilities of the armed forces to
a great extent.

"The DRDO successfully
conducted the release trials of
Long-Range Glide Bomb
(LRGB) 'Gaurav' between
April 8 to 10 from Su-30 MKI
aircraft," the ministry said.

"During the trials, the
weapon was integrated to mul-
tiple stations in different war-
head configurations, with land
target on island," it added.

The LRGB has been devel-
oped indigenously by the
DRDO's Research Centre
Imarat and Armament
Research and Development
Establishment.

Senior DRDO and IAF offi-
cials participated in and
reviewed these trials.

"The system has been
realised with the support of
development-cum-production
partners -- Adani Defence
Systems and Technologies,
Bharat Forge and various
MSMEs," the ministry said.

"The trials are paving the
way towards induction of the
weapon into the IAF," it added.

Successful trials of glide bomb
pave way for its induction into IAF

PNS n SAKTI 
( CHHATTISGARH)

A 21-year-old man was
stripped and assaulted in
Chhattisgarh's Sakti district
allegedly by kin of a teenage
girl with whom he was in a
relationship, police said on
Friday.

Five persons were taken
into custody during the day
on the basis of videos of
Rahul Anchal's ordeal in
Bade Raveli village under
Malkharoda police station
limits on April 8 that went
viral on social media, the offi-
cial said. "The incident took
place when Anchal, who is a
resident of Dabhra and
belongs to the Scheduled
Caste Satnami community,
went to meet the 16-year-old
girl from the Other Backward
Classes. The girl's kin spotted
the man at their home,
stripped him, tied him with
rope and thrashed him slip-
pers, cables and pipes.

Man stripped,
thrashed by kin
of teen girlfriend

PNS n NEW DELHI

With Tahawwur Hussain
Rana, a key accused in the
2008 Mumbai terror attacks
case, lodged at the National
Investigation Agency head-
quarters, Gate No. 2 of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Metro
Station located nearby
remained closed for a second
straight day on Friday.

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) early Friday
took 64-year-old Rana into 18-
day custody, during which he
will be questioned in detail to

unravel the complete conspir-
acy behind the 26/11 attacks in
Mumbai that claimed 166
lives.

A spokesperson for Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) said, "Gate No. 2 of
the JLN Metro Station will

remain shut until further
notice from Delhi Police."

The gate is closest to the
NIA headquarters, which was
shut on Thursday ahead of
Rana's extradition from the
US, and his expected arrival at
the anti-terror probe agency's
office.

Metro services were run-
ning as usual, with all the other
entry and exit gates of the sta-
tion remaining open for the
commuters, the DMRC
spokesperson said.

Rana was brought to the
NIA headquarters early Friday

morning after a special NIA
court granted the agency his
18-day of custody.

"Rana will remain in NIA
custody for 18 days during
which the investigators will
question him extensively to
uncover the full conspiracy
behind the 2008 Mumbai
attacks," the NIA said in a
statement.

A known associate of 26/11
mastermind David Coleman
Headley, also known as Daood
Gilani, Rana is believed to be
one of the main conspirators
behind the attacks.

With Rana in NIA custody, JLN Metro gate remains shut

PNS n MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday said the Indian
Railways has announced the
"Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and the Glorious
Maratha Tour" from July,
covering places associated
with the Maratha empire
and ancient pilgrimage sites
in the state.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Fadnavis said the 10-day
curated tour by Bharat Gaurav
train will begin on July 16 and
will showcase the glorious
history and the grand heritage
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

and cultural and pilgrimage
destinations of Maharashtra.

He said the tour will com-
mence in Delhi and cover
destinations in Pune, Raigad,
Nashik and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar.

"This initiative is not just a

journey. It's a tribute to the
Maharashtrian culture and
the valour and timeless lega-
cy of the Maratha empire," he
said. As per a release by the
Railways, the train will depart
from Delhi and cover Raigarh
Fort,  Bhimashanker

Jyotirlinga and Shivneri Fort
(Pune), Shirdi (Ahilyanagar),
Trimbakeshwar (Nashik),
Ellora Caves and
Grishneshwar Jyotirlinga
(Chhatrapati Sambhjinagar).

Tourists can board and
alight at New Delhi, Delhi
Cantt, Gurgaon, Rewari,
Phulera, Ajmer, Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, Surat, Vasai Road
and Kalyan.

The Indian Railway
Catering & Tourism
Corporation Ltd (IRCTC), a
public sector undertaking
under the Ministry of
Railways, has launched the
"Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
& the Glorious Maratha tour".

Bharat Gaurav train to places
associated with Maratha empire PNS n PATNA

Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor on Friday
claimed that the upcoming
assembly polls in Bihar will be
the "political funeral" of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

Kishor's remarks came at
the ‘Bihar Badlaw Rally’ held
at the sprawling Gandhi
Maidan here.

He also asserted that people
of the state have been let
down by Nitish Kumar, RJD
president Lalu Prasad and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Kishor, however, seemed
displeased at the turnout, as he
chose to speak for barely 10
minutes, and accused the
administration of having tried

to thwart "entry into the city
of at least two lakh people
coming from other parts of the
state".

Alleging that the adminis-
tration acted at the behest of
the chief minister, who heads
the JD(U), the former poll
strategist said he would per-
form “rajnitik shraddh” (polit-
ical funeral) of the 74-year-old
leader.

"Let us resolve to root out
this government. The people
of Bihar were let down by Lalu
Prasad who brought in ‘jungle
raj’. They are now reeling
under a new type of bureau-
cratic ‘jungle raj’ under Nitish
Kumar. And (prime minister)
Narendra Modi, who backs
Nitish, has also disappointed
the people," Kishor added.

Bihar polls will be ‘political funeral'
of Nitish, claims Prashant Kishor



BY AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

T
he first person we need to assess for ego isn’t some-
one else — it’s ourselves. But before identifying signs
of an overinflated ego, let’s understand what ego truly

means. In the Bhagavad Gita, verse 7.4, Krishna describes
eight components of His nature: “Earth, water, fire, air, ether,
mind, intelligence, and ego.” 

The Sanskrit word used for ego is ahankara, meaning “I
am the doer.” This sense of being the doer is natural when
performing our duties. However, it becomes problematic
when one starts to believe that they alone are responsible
for success. 

In reality, the Gita (18.14) states that there are five fac-
tors behind every action: the place of action, the doer, the
instruments used, the various efforts, and divine providence.
So how does ahankara relate to the commonly used term
“ego”? In modern language, ego often refers to self-esteem
or self-importance. 

Though not identical in meaning, we’ll use the term “ego”
here for convenience.What are the signs of an overinflated
ego? The most obvious is a lack of humility. A person with
a large ego constantly seeks attention, craves importance,
and often justifies their actions — even when wrong. They
rarely accept feedback or correction, thinking they are bet-

ter than others. This mindset halts growth. While each of
us is unique, we are not superior to others. Personally, I don’t
want to be such a person. I’ve realised the dangers of an over-
inflated ego, it isolates us, limits our ability to form genuine
connections, and blinds us to wise counsel. Egoists often
ignore sound advice and act without considering different
perspectives. 

This makes them prone to mistakes. In contrast, a hum-
ble person recognises their limitations, values input from
others, and remains grounded. Humility enhances decision-
making and fosters collaboration. So how can we overcome
this common weakness? Most of us, even if not outright ego-
istic, carry the subtle belief that we are solely responsible
for our successes. It’s not easy to limit ourselves to just our
part and genuinely acknowledge the contributions of oth-
ers — including God.

A devotee sees all five elements of success, including divine
grace. Circumstances often align through no effort of our
own. For instance, if rain holds off during an outdoor wed-
ding or a skilled priest becomes available during the busy
season — are these not signs of God’s favour?

Even our physical ability to perform duties, such as a
father recovering in time for his daughter’s wedding, is a
blessing. Recognising these as God’s arrangements helps curb
ego. To keep ego in check, the first and most essential qual-
ity is humility. Second, we must avoid comparing ourselves
to others. What’s the point? 

With over eight billion people on the planet, someone will
always be more talented or successful. Instead, train your-

self to sincerely appreciate others. Lord Krishna Himself
praised Arjuna repeatedly to encourage him to follow the
path of righteousness. Learning to see the good in others
softens the ego.

It also helps to seek guidance — either from a genuine
spiritual teacher or a wise friend. Personally, I’ve had a long-
standing struggle with my own ego. Becoming aware of its
harm was the first step, but changing was much harder. Our
identity is often intertwined with our ego, and letting go can
feel like losing ourselves.

Still, I persevered. I prayed sincerely for help and
received support through divine intuition and a spiritual
friend, who reminded me, “Humility brings God closer.
When we feel superior, God distances Himself.” 

That truth struck me deeply. I need God’s presence in
every part of my life. Prayer has been a powerful tool in
reducing my ego. One cannot be both truly devoted and arro-
gantly self-centred.

Before closing, let’s consider: how should we deal with
egoistic individuals? After all, we encounter them often. The
Gitaadvises in verse 3.26 that the wise should not disturb
the minds of the ignorant, but rather inspire by example.

Don’t try to correct them forcefully. Instead, remain calm,
lead with conduct, and focus on your own growth. We are
not responsible for fixing others — we’re responsible 
for ourselves.
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O
n 10th December 2006, accepting
the Nobel Prize, Bangladeshi econ-
omist and businessman,

Muhammad Yunus, said, “A human being
is born into this world fully equipped not
only to take care of him or herself, but also
to contribute to enlarging the wellbeing of
the world as a whole. 

Some get the chance to explore their
potential to some degree, but many others
never get any opportunity, during their life-
time, to unwrap the wonderful gift they
were born with.” Less than twenty years
later, Muhammad Yunus was to get that
providential opportunity to walk the talk on
a far larger canvas for his country and its
citizens as the ‘Chief Adviser of Bangladesh’,
following the bloody ouster of Sheikh
Hasina.Immediately, he faced many choic-
es that would test the honesty of his words
given at the same Nobel Prize acceptance
speech like, “Terrorism must be con-
demned in the strongest language. We must
stand solidly against it and find all the
means to end it.” 

Sadly, as things soon unfolded, he sided
with those who spoke in the language of
religious extremism, supremacism and
non-secularity — consequently, the
Bangladeshi minorities were brazenly tar-
geted, and the once relatively secular
nation looked increasingly like its once-con-
joined entity on the western side — i.e.,
Pakistan. Yunus had knowingly sided with
the forces that had vandalised, demonised
and weaponised the politics of
bigotry.Tellingly, Yunus chose to ‘nor-
malise’ relations with Pakistan (putting the
genocidal history at the hands of Pakistanis
on the back burner) with ease of visa
restrictions, resumption of direct
flights/maritime links etc., whilst retaining
an accusatory tone with Delhi, knowing the
dynamics of the hyphenated Indo–Pak
equation in the region. 

The dismantling of the spirit that
premised ‘1971’ was seemingly not restrict-
ed to just diminishing the legacy of Mujibur
Rehman and his clan — but going as far as
sleeping with the persecutor (Pakistan) on
the rebound.A stark gap between his ini-
tial call for ‘new youth leadership’ (suppos-
edly beyond vendetta politics) as opposed
to overstaying himself, has exposed his
ambitious and willy politics. 

The youth leadership that got Yunus to
power is slowly but surely getting disillu-
sioned with unheeded calls for early elec-
tions.The 84-year-old Yunus, who had
earlier toyed with the idea of starting a polit-
ical party himself, seems to be disconcert-
ingly comfortable with the idea of retain-

ing power. His go-slow
approach to honouring
his word and retrac-
tions have made the
student leaders and
the shadowy
Bangladeshi military
— that had played a
role in Yunus’s politi-
cal ascendancy in the
first place — become

increasingly twitchy.
Even socio-economically, if unemploy-

ment was the primary driver of societal dis-
sonance, the situation on that front is get-
ting neglected (more like deliberately dis-
tracted) and worsening by the day. Student
leaders cannot afford to give Yunus the long
rope — and they are already toying with the
idea of starting their political party to fur-
ther their agenda, beyond reposing faith in
Yunus indefinitely.

This dark and brewing backdrop requires
Yunus to sully the narrative with some
‘manufactured distractions/emotions’ that
could offer a reprieve. What better option
than to provoke India — to force reactions
from Delhi to legitimise his manipulative
politics and relevance? Besides stoking the
Sheikh Hasina bogey, pinging India also

panders to subliminal religious sentiments
and additionally perpetuates India’s ‘big
brother’ storyline. Herein, knowing the
regional undercurrents and sensitivities,
Yunus has cunningly drawn China into the
admixture.Yunus’s Machiavellian allusion to
the 22 km strip of land in North Bengal
called the Siliguri Corridor or Chicken’s
Neck (without naming the same) whilst on
Chinese soil, was designed to rile India.

His loaded assertion to the Chinese that
Northeast India is “landlocked” and there-
fore “no way to reach out to the seas”, along
with the suggestions of “extension of
Chinese economy” with seeming guaran-
tees of Bangladesh as the “only guardian of
the ocean for all this region”, was hardly
naïve.It perfectly complemented the expan-
sionist instincts of the Chinese — and Delhi
was outraged by the deliberate baiting done
by Yunus. 

While Delhi did well to not fall for the
trap and feed Yunus with reciprocal indig-
nities that he could have twisted towards his
own political and domestic distractions, at
least the future course of Yunus’s politics
stands fully exposed.

While all this diplomatic posturing and
grandstanding does not take away from the
building pressures by the student leaders,

Bangladeshi military, or the distraught cit-
izenry with the sliding economy — such
distractions are from the playbook of
undemocratic leaders who readily sacrifice
the nation’s long-term, for the sake of their
own political short-term.

Beyond Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League,
other national parties like the Bangladeshi
National Party (BNP) or even the extrem-
ist Jamaat are getting nervous with the inor-
dinate delay in the call for elections. Just
how long will Muhammad Yunus be able
to distract and manipulate emotions
towards sustaining power will be tested in
days to come — though Bangladeshi his-
tory is rife with coup d’etats and crippling
protests that could oust Muhammad 
Yunus too. 

In its 54 years of independence (since
1971), Bangladesh has faced 29 military
coups — and the recent ‘emergency meet-
ings’ called by the Bangladeshi Army
Chief, General Wakar uz Zaman, do not
make for reassuring optics as far as Yunus
is concerned. Is the China gambit Yunus’s
desperate attempt, in an otherwise 
failing reality?

Yunus’s gambit with China
Yunus faces mounting accusations of aligning with extremist forces, alienating traditional allies like India, and

stoking regional tensions for political survival. Has the icon of empowerment become the architect of instability?
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Watch out for an overinflated human ego

Justice, reflection,
and reconciliation

Trump’s trade turbulence

Madam — Your editorial “Turning Trump’s Tariff ” (April
11, 2025) provides a thoughtful analysis. As trade uncer-
tainties unfold under President Trump’s unpredictable
leadership, it is wise not to jump to conclusions too early.
The current turbulence may yet evolve in surprising direc-
tions — especially with domestic opposition in the US
growing louder. 

Trump’s tariff threats may end up harming the
American economy more than benefiting it. Thus, India
should hold off on major policy shifts for now, but must
act to mitigate short-term trade disruptions. At the same
time, this is a moment to double down on long-term eco-
nomic planning. 

India’s vision of becoming a developed nation by 2047
— Viksit Bharat — can only materialise by empowering
the country’s poor. Enhancing the purchasing power of
over a billion citizens would create a demand-driven
economy, fuel production, boost employment, and draw
global investment attention.

This requires a bold shift in policy focus — from
favouring the rich to supporting the underprivileged. It
also demands moral courage and strong political will.
Without it, we risk wandering aimlessly, searching for
solutions already within reach.

AG RAJMOHANI|ANANTAPURAM

Tariffs: Opportunities and challenges

Madam — The United States and India share an extensive
trade relationship, valued at over $190 billion annually.
However, India’s heavy reliance on affordable imports from
China — particularly for its automobile, telecom, and phar-
maceutical sectors — complicates the equation. 
Without these inputs, India’s global competitiveness could
suffer. Navigating this complex terrain is made even harder
by the unpredictable policies of the Trump administration.
While countries like Canada, Japan, and the European Union
have kept doors open for negotiation with the US, they are
also prepared to retaliate if needed. The net result is that world
has entered into an era of uncertainty and nobody knows
where it would lead to.

As they harden their positions, Trump may seek out soft-
er targets like India. Already, he has threatened steep tariffs
on Indian pharmaceuticals. Though India is not a major trade
partner compared to China, Canada, or Mexico, its vast mar-
ket is of strategic interest to American policymakers.

Trump’s labelling of India as the “tariff king” is unfair. India
has consistently adhered to World Trade Organisation norms,
while the US has selectively ignored them. As global trade
relations grow tense, India must safeguard its interests, main-
tain strategic partnerships, and continue promoting itself as
a stable, rules-based economy open to business.

BHAGWAN THADANI|MUMBAI

Bangladesh’s shifting priorities

Madam —  I write in reference to Mr Imran Khurshid’s excel-
lent article, “Bangladesh’s Strategic Pivot” (Pioneer, April 9,
2025). The piece aptly highlights a growing concern:
Bangladesh’s shift toward China under the guise of strategic
autonomy. This development carries significant implications
for India’s security and cohesion, especially in the sensitive
northeastern region. By welcoming Chinese investments and
asserting its access to the Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh risks
becoming a strategic foothold for Beijing. India must not for-
get similar examples like Gwadar in Pakistan and Hambantota
in Sri Lanka — Chinese investments that eventually trans-
lated into geopolitical leverage. Such developments near India’s
Seven Sisters could destabilise the region — economically,
socially, and politically. 

The potential for increased foreign influence could stoke
separatist tendencies and challenge India’s sovereignty.
India must adopt a two-pronged approach: remain diplomat-
ically cooperative while taking decisive steps to bolster its own
strategic presence in the Northeast. New Delhi should invest
in regional infrastructure, empower local industries, engage
youth, and strengthen economic integration with the main-
land. Covert diplomacy, if necessary, must also be part of the
toolkit. Furthermore, a firm policy on the repatriation of ille-
gal immigrants from Bangladesh is essential.

JAY PRAKASH  I JAMSHEDPUR

I
n today’s fast-paced world, people
across age groups are struggling
with sleep deprivation. Factors such

as mental health challenges, work
pressure, family issues, past trauma,
and the overuse of digital platforms
like OTT services and social media are
major contributors to this
growing problem.

However, natural remedies can sig-
nificantly improve sleep without relying
on medication. The first and most cru-
cial step is establishing a consistent
sleep routine, which helps regulate the
body’s internal clock. Reducing screen
time — especially before bed — is also
vital. The blue light emitted by screens
disrupts melatonin production, delay-
ing sleep. Instead, activities like jour-
naling or listening to calming music
can create a peaceful wind-down ritual.
Optimising the sleep environment is
another key aspect. A dark, quiet, cool
room with comfortable bedding fosters
deeper sleep. Lifestyle choices also

play a role — regular physical activity, a
nutritious diet rich in fruits and vegeta-
bles, and adequate hydration all pro-
mote better rest. 

Avoiding caffeine and alcohol, espe-
cially in the evening, is also essential.
Sleep is not a luxury; it is a necessity
for both mental clarity and physical
well-being. 

We must reclaim our nights to truly
thrive during the day. In our digitally
driven, high-stress lives, quality sleep
is increasingly elusive. Yet, natural
solutions—like setting routines, limiting
screen time, and creating a restful
environment — can restore healthy
sleep patterns. Lifestyle adjustments
such as exercise, balanced nutrition,
and avoiding stimulants play a vital
role too. Sleep is not optional; it fuels
our mental and physical resilience.
Reclaiming restful nights isn’t just self-
care — it’s essential for thriving in
today’s demanding world.

KRISHNA GOYAL| DELHI

HEALING SLEEP: NATURAL PATHS TO
RESTFUL AND RESTORATIVE NIGHTS

US has fundamentally changed its approach to engaging the
world and it has consequences across every domain. But the
tech consequences, I believe would be particularly profound
and it will be profound not just because the US is the largest
economy, the main driver, in a way, of global tech
advancements but also because it’s very clear that tech has a
big role in making America great again.

S Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister 
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BHOPINDER
SINGH

(The writer, a military veteran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Puducherry. 

Views are personal)

(The author is a spiritual teacher and wellness guide. 
Views are personal)

I
n a significant development in the pursuit of justice for the 26/11

Mumbai terror attacks, Tahawwur Hussain Rana — a key conspirator

in the heinous 2008 assault that claimed 166 lives — has been suc-

cessfully extradited from the United States to India. His arrival in New

Delhi on Thursday evening marked the culmination of years of diplomat-

ic and legal efforts by Indian authorities in collaboration with the US

Department of Justice and security agencies.

Rana, a 64-year-old Canadian citizen of Pakistani origin, is accused

of aiding and abetting one of the worst terrorist attacks in India’s histo-

ry. He allegedly provided cover and logistical support to David Coleman

Headley, who scouted the targets later attacked by Pakistani Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT) operatives. The Mumbai attack changed India. There was a

lot of rethink on security and India’s approach to its neighbours, espe-

cially Pakistan. The 26/11 attacks prompted India to overhaul its

counter-terrorism framework. It led to the creation of the National

Investigation Agency (NIA), strengthening of coastal surveillance, mod-

ernisation of police forces, and closer intelligence-sharing among agen-

cies. The role of the National Security Guard (NSG) was also expanded,

and multiple terror modules were dismantled in its aftermath. India also

began lobbying more aggressively at international forums to designate

Pakistan-based terror groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and individuals such

as Hafiz Saeed and Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi as global terrorists. These

efforts bore fruit with greater international scrutiny of Pakistan’s terror

infrastructure.

Rana’s extradition — made possible after he exhausted all legal avenues

in the US — marks a crucial moment in India’s long-standing campaign

to bring all 26/11 perpetrators to justice. Though previously acquitted in

the US for direct involvement in the attacks, Indian authorities contend

that Rana was deeply complicit, having helped Headley travel and con-

duct reconnaissance under the cover of a business front.

Tahawwur Rana’s trial could unearth fresh details about the attack,

especially concerning the involvement of Pakistani state actors —

including individuals tied to Pakistan’s intelligence agency ISI. India has

repeatedly pointed to 26/11 as a glaring example of Pakistan's reluc-

tance to crack down on terrorism emanating from its soil. While New

Delhi has tried to isolate Pakistan diplomatically — especially after

attacks like Pathankot and Pulwama — the long-term solution still lies in

re-establishing channels of communication and building mutual trust. 

But the need of the hour is justice for 26/11 victims. The trial should be

swift and non complacent rather than drag for months as in the case of

Kasab. Justice should not only be done but should also be seen to be

done. Any delay dilutes justice.

While justice for 26/11 victims remains paramount, regional peace

demands a parallel focus on diplomacy. People-to-people ties, trade

resumption, and cultural exchanges have all suffered due to repeated

breakdowns in dialogue. The Rana extradition — while a victory for

Indian justice — also offers a moment of reflection for both nations.

India must remain firm on its zero-tolerance approach to terrorism while

being open to future diplomatic engagement if Pakistan shows verifiable

action against terror groups. 

The extradition of Tahawwur Rana is a symbolic and strategic victory

for India, serving as a reminder that justice — even when delayed — can

be delivered. It also underscores the importance of international cooper-

ation in the fight against terrorism. But for lasting peace, both India and

Pakistan must engage in meaningful steps to root out terrorism and

restore dialogue. The ghosts of 26/11 still haunt the subcontinent —

only truth, justice, and reconciliation can exorcise them.

Rana’s extradition marks a significant step toward
justice for the 26/11 victims

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



P
oliticising structural economic funda-
mentals always leads to chaos, as histo-
ry tells us. In the early 1930s, American
President Herbert Hoover faced an
agonising decision. 

The global economy, already reeling from the
crash of 1929 and the calamity of the Great
Depression, presented Hoover with mounting
demands from his supporters for protectionism
as a means of shielding the American economy
from further harm. Consequently, Hoover signed
the Smoot–Hawley Tariff Act into law in 1930 —
a move that would intensify the already dire glob-
al economic conditions.

This decision, widely criticised in hindsight, set
off a catastrophic chain reaction, exemplifying the
dangerous allure of economic nationalism during
times of crisis. The lessons drawn from this his-
toric episode offer a sobering reminder of the
long-term dangers of such policies, yet our lead-
ers often fail to learn from the past.

The Smoot– Hawley Tariff Act, enacted in 1930,
was meant to protect American industries — par-
ticularly agriculture and manufacturing — from
foreign competition. Yet, as Charles Kindleberger
documented in The World in Depression
1929–1939, the tariff ’s effects were disastrous.
While it was designed to support domestic pro-
duction, it ignited a trade war in which other
nations retaliated by imposing their tariffs on U.S.
goods. The resulting collapse in global trade exac-
erbated the suffering of millions.

U.S. exports, which were once a vital source of
income for American farmers and manufactur-
ers, fell precipitously. In 1929, exports stood at $5.2
billion; by 1933, they had plummeted to just $1.7
billion. This shift not only deepened the econom-
ic recession in the United States but also rever-
berated around the globe, extending the depres-
sion far beyond America’s borders.

The hidden story behind this decision is that
Hoover’s political and economic advisers ignored
the advice of economists who foresaw the cata-
strophic repercussions. 

A petition signed by more than 1,000 econo-
mists warned that increasing tariffs would lead to
a trade war, stifling the global economy and exac-
erbating unemployment. Yet, Hoover prioritised
his political stability.

The Smoot–Hawley Act was a symptom of a
broader failure to understand the interconnect-
edness of the world economy. Similarly, the glob-
al recession following World War I revealed the
limitations of protectionism. In the 1920s, to sta-
bilise war-torn economies, many European coun-
tries embraced tariffs to protect their nascent
industries from cheap imports.

This short-term solution, while intended to sta-
bilise national economies, set the stage for a
vicious cycle of retaliation and economic isola-
tion. As Eric Hobsbawm noted in The Age of
Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century,
1914–1991, “The interwar years were a period of

economic chaos, made
worse by the fragmenta-
tion of the global economy
into protectionist blocs.”
What we continue to see is
that history repeats itself
— not out of inevitability,
but through the irony of
humanity’s failure to learn
from its past. One of the
earliest examples of eco-
nomic collapse, though
rarely discussed today, can
be found in the fall of the
Roman Empire.
As the Roman Empire

expanded in the 2nd century CE, its need for
resources grew exponentially. To fund its vast mil-
itary and political apparatus, the Empire engaged
in what was effectively an early form of debt accu-

mulation and currency debasement.
Roman coins were frequently alloyed with cheap-
er metals, diluting their value and triggering infla-
tion. The inability to stabilise the monetary sys-
tem contributed to the destabilisation of the
Empire’s economy, leading to a systemic collapse
that weakened its ability to resist external pres-
sures. Edward Gibbon, in The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, described
this economic turmoil as a result of “extravagance
in the public and private sectors.” 

This pattern of financial mismanagement, he
suggested, undermined the very foundations of
the Empire, which could no longer bear the weight
of excessive spending, unsustainable taxation, and
an inflated currency.

Similarly, the economic troubles of ancient
Greece offer a parallel cautionary tale. During the
Peloponnesian War (431–404 BCE), Athens, to
fund its war effort, levied excessive taxes and

imposed strict trade restrictions. This, combined
with the city’s overreliance on its navy and the
weakening of its internal markets, led to an eco-
nomic crisis that eventually contributed to
Athens’  defeat.  Donald Kagan, in The
Peloponnesian War, asserts that Athens’ failure to
maintain a balanced and open economic system,
while succumbing to protectionist pressures,
accelerated its downfall. 

He describes the policy shifts as being rooted
in “economic myopia,” where short-term politi-
cal goals trumped long-term economic health —
much as Hoover’s short-term political calculations
led to the deterioration of the global economy in
the 1930s.

While these ancient economies were not direct-
ly connected in the same way that today’s glob-
alised world is, their struggles show that the same
principles were at play. Protectionist policies,
whether in the form of excessive tariffs, debt accu-

mulation, or restrictive trade practices — repeat-
edly led to economic fragility.

In the 1980s, the global economy once again
found itself ensnared in a series of crises, includ-
ing the oil shock, stagflation, and the collapse of
the Bretton Woods system of fixed exchange rates.
The United States, under President Richard
Nixon, imposed wage and price controls in a bid
to address inflation — a policy that proved inef-
fective and harmful to the economy.

Meanwhile, the oil embargo imposed by OPEC
countries pushed the price of oil to unprecedent-
ed levels, leading to a global recession. 

In the wake of these crises, countries once again
turned to protectionist policies in an attempt to
shield their domestic industries from the effects
of global instability. However, this cycle of pro-
tectionism and economic isolation only served to
exacerbate the global economic challenges —
much as it had in the 1930s.

In this context, President Trump’s trade war
with China and other nations, although they were
given a 90-day grace period, unlike China — mir-
rors Hoover’s protectionist actions and serves as
a stark reminder of the dangers of economic iso-
lationism. The pursuit of autarky (economic self-
sufficiency) is the most destructive economic goal
in recent history. As former Secretary of the US
Treasury, Larry Summers told Ian Bremmer,
American political scientist and author, it is the
“worst, most consequential self-inflicted wound
in US economic policy” since World War II.

The escalating tariffs, which aim to address
trade imbalances and protect American industries,
could have far-reaching consequences not just for
the US, but for the entire global economy. Paul
Krugman has pointed out that protectionist
measures often lead to a “race to the bottom,”
where countries retaliate with their tariffs, stifling
trade, increasing prices,  and ultimately 
harming consumers.

The Great Depression, the oil crises of the
1970s, the global debt crisis of the 1980s, and the
ancient economic collapses of Rome and Athens
serve as grim reminders of the dangers of econom-
ic isolationism and the failure to recognise the
interconnectedness of global systems. These his-
torical episodes accentuate a bitter reality: soci-
eties are often destroyed not by external forces,
but through their internal failings. 

This recurring theme of self-destruction, dri-
ven by short-sighted political decisions and eco-
nomic nationalism, highlights the failure to
learn from history. To avoid repeating past mis-
takes, global economic policies must shift away
from protectionism and embrace cooperation.
However, political short-termism today ensures
we risk repeating the errors that led to the col-
lapse of past civilisations.

I
t’s not very often that an important
Union Minister makes a statement of
honest introspection as Commerce

Minister Piyush Goyal did recently at the
conclave of the start-ups. Unfortunately,
given the nature of social media debates,
a serious economic issue has come to be
embroiled in fisticuffs between pro-gov-
ernment and anti-government troll crea-
tures.

First, it’s important to know what the
Minister said in his very candid interac-
tion with the business community. Goyal
showed a slide comparing start-ups in
India and China, and said that Indian
start-ups are busy making food delivery
apps, fancy ice cream and cookies, instant
grocery delivery, betting and fantasy
sports apps and reels and influencer
economy, whereas businesses in China are
working on “EV and battery tech, semi-
conductors and AI, robotics and automa-
tion, global logistics & trade and deep tech
& infrastructure.”

Those who thought that the Minister
was deriding his own government’s poli-
cy should not be under any illusion that
Piyush Goyal would have spoken these
words without the approval of his boss.

He set aside the talking points given by
the Ministry and brought out his text,
probably with the approval of the Prime
Minister’s Office. Goyal must have been
chosen for the task because he belongs to
the business community and his chartered
accountancy firm audits accounts of
some of the biggest business houses.
Through his message, he delivered the
Prime Minister’s angst at India’s business
not meeting the government’s expecta-
tions.

He was ruthless in saying, “What are
India’s start-ups of today? We are focused
on food delivery apps, turning unem-
ployed youths into cheap labour so the
rich can get their meals without moving
out of their house.” After Goyal’s address,
the industry has been rallying to assure the
government. Instead of drowning it in the
cacophony caused by social media, it’s
important to understand what the
Minister said. 

India’s start-up ecosystem is the third
largest in the world after the United States
and China — however, the first two, to use
words from the Minister’s lexicon, are not

in the business of creating
mere ‘dukandaars’ (shopkeep-
ers). 

After all, the success stories
of Indian start-ups like
Flipkart, Zomato, Swiggy,
Myntra, Blinkit and Zepto
are all in end shops — ‘dukes’
with a delivery army largely
of men and a few women.

It’s important to under-
stand what the expected con-
tributions from start-ups is.
While there could be a long list, there are
a few points to focus on. First and fore-
most, job creation — provide employment
opportunities, especially for skilled youth.
Contribute to reducing unemployment

rates. 
Next is innovation and

R&D — drive research,
innovation, and technolog-
ical advancement. Influence
larger industries to innovate.
Third, boost to entrepre-
neurship, inspire entrepre-
neurial culture and spirit,
encourage risk-taking and
creativity.

And of course, GDP
growth — that is, contribute

to national income through new busi-
ness activities and help boost exports
and attract foreign investment. The
Minister’s angst is that our start-up
ecosystem may not have contributed

on any of the four counts despite its
founders making it big. The Minister’s
jibe of ‘dukans’ could also be understood
from the fact that the Indian start-ups
which have made it big are more geared
towards domestic ingestion-focused
segments. On the other hand, the
Chinese are competing in the global
market. 

The technological competence of
the Chinese companies has been dis-
played best in the launch of DeepSeek,
its AI model created at a fraction of the
budget estimated worldwide.The
malaise lies in the lack of investment in
research and development (R&D).
While India compares unfavourably
with the other economic powers it wants

to compete with, the malady is 
deeper.

The private sector here has left the
responsibility of research to the govern-
ment.India spends just 0.64 per cent of
GDP on research and development, con-
siderably lower than that spent by China
(2.41 per cent) and the US (3.47 per cent).
Worse is the fact that the private sector in
India contributes just 36.4 per cent of the
spending on R&D. 

On the other hand, in China 77 per cent
of the total R&D expenses comes from the
private sector; the US is just a notch below
with 75 per cent.

At whose door do we blame?
Shaadi.com founder Anupam Mittal said,
“From AI & space tech to material science,
Indian entrepreneurs are ready to take on
the world. But capital & the eco-system for
growth & commercialisation are severe-
ly lacking. Founders can do most things
but not everything.” 

This brings focus to the established cor-
porations and how much has been spent
on the R&D.Each of the answers would
come with a question, but the fact is, as
Goyal has said, our start-up ecosystem,
despite a fancy name and garb in nature,
has remained a traditional ‘dukan’ — a
trading shop. 

The Minister has started a debate; let’s
see what conclusion it brings. Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal’s blunt critique of
India’s start-up ecosystem sparked neces-
sary introspection. His comparison with
China highlighted a stark contrast: while
Indian start-ups thrive on convenience-
based models, Chinese firms push deep-
tech frontiers. Goyal’s remarks reflect
broader concerns about the lack of inno-
vation, limited R&D investment, and
insufficient private sector contribution. 

Though India boasts the world’s third-
largest start-up ecosystem, its impact on
job creation, technological advancement,
and global competitiveness remains ques-
tionable. The Minister’s comments should
be seen as a call to action — not condem-
nation. The debate he triggered must now
lead to meaningful policy shifts and cor-
porate accountability in innovation.

Time to look beyond ‘dukandaari’
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From ancient Rome to modern America, the impulse to wall off economies in times of crisis has proven consistently disastrous. Whether through tariff
wars, currency debasement, or autarkic fantasies, economic nationalism has repeatedly triggered collapse — not recovery

In a rare moment of candid introspection, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal sparked a much-needed debate on the true direction of 
India’s booming start-up ecosystem. The Minister’s comments should be seen as a call to action — not condemnation

(The writer is a Colombo based journalist. 
Views expressed are personal)

(The author is President of, the Centre for
Reforms, Development and Justice.

Views are personal)
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T
imken India Limited, a leader in engineered bearings
and industrial motion products, today celebrated the
expansion of its bearing manufacturing capabilities in

Bharuch, Gujarat. Andreas Roellgen, executive vice president
and president of Engineered Bearings and Sanjay Koul,
president - India and South-East Asia and chairman – Timken
India Ltd., joined other Timken officials, key customers and
suppliers to commemorate the event. “This is an exciting
time for Timken,” Roellgen said. “As we continue to
accelerate profitable growth in attractive markets with
innovative products, the expansion of our world-class
manufacturing facility in Bharuch will help increase the value
and service we provide to customers in the region and
around the world.”

IN BR I E F

S
tate-owned NTPC Group looks to add 30,000 megawatt
(MW) of new thermal capacity by 2031-32 under its revised
capacity addition plans, according to an industry source.

The company was earlier aiming to install 26,000 MW of fresh
coal-based capacity by 2030-31. As per the sources, "NTPC has
revised its plans for thermal capacity additions, adding another
4,000 MW capacity to the initial plan. The group now plans
30,000 MW of new thermal capacity by 2031-32, instead of
26,000 MW planned by 2030-31." For FY26, it has set a target
to add 3,580 MW of thermal capacity, which is more than
fivefold of the 660 MW coal-based capacity added in FY24.
While the group will add 5,000 MW of renewable energy
capacity in the new financial year, around 26 per cent higher
than 3,312 MW added in the preceding fiscal. According to the
Group, its total installed and commercial capacity is at 80,020
MW, of this 62,854 MW is thermal, 6,511 MW liquid fuel-based
capacity, 3,757 MW of hydro, 6,211.5 MW solar and 686 MW
wind.

S
tate-owned NBCC has sold 560 housing units in
Greater Noida through e-auction for Rs 1,153 crore. In
a regulatory filing, NBCC informed that it has

successfully sold 560 residential units at Aspire Leisure
Park, Greater Noida (W), Uttar Pradesh through an e-
auction at a total sale value of approximately Rs 1,153.13
crore. NBCC will get marketing fee of 1 per cent of sale
value. On Thursday, the company said it has sold 1,185
units for Rs 1,504.69 crore through e-auction in Greater
Noida. NBCC has "successfully e-auctioned 1,185
residential units at Aspire Dream Valley, Greater Noida (W),
garnering a total sale value of Rs 1504.69 crore." The fund
shall mitigate the fund requirement of ongoing projects,
including bank loan payment, the company said. This sale
will be instrumental in completion of the stalled Amrapali
Projects and fulfil the dreams of owning their homes by
many home buyers.

NTPC revises thermal capacity
target to 30,000 MW by 2032

Timken opens bearing
plant expansion in Bharuch

NBCC e-auctions 560
homes in Greater Noida   

PNS n NEW DELHI

National Solar Energy
Federation of India and
SolarPower Europe on Friday
said it has signed a pact to
identify business and financ-
ing opportunities for solar
manufacturing projects, fur-
ther strengthening EU-India
ties.

Amid the ongoing global
trade uncertainty, India and
the European Union have
joined hands to unlock a
more stable and forward-
looking pathway for solar
manufacturing and a resilient,
diversified supply chain, a

statement said.
According to the statement,

in a joint effort based on
their existing partnership,
SolarPower Europe and the
National Solar Energy
Federation of India (NSEFI)
have signed a new
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
deepen EU-India collabora-
tion in solar manufacturing
and build stronger, more
diversified and resilient value
chains.

While European manufac-
turers bring strengths in high-
yield performance, on-site
technical assistance, and long-

term reliability, India has cul-
tivated a robust domestic
manufacturing base that is

quickly expanding its global
footprint, it added.

Building on this comple-

mentary expertise,
SolarPower Europe and
NSEFI will work together to
identify business and financ-
ing opportunities for manu-
facturing projects.

The MoU also outlines sup-
port for addressing regulato-
ry issues related to the market
access of solar equipment and
facilitating engagement with
policymakers to unlock new
cooperation opportunities.

"Our renewed partnership
with NSEFI will help unlock
market opportunities for
European companies, includ-
ing equipment providers,
manufacturers, as well as

developers, and support India
in delivering on its solar
growth goals," Máté Heisz,
Chief Operating Officer at
SolarPower Europe, said.

Subrahmanyam Pulipaka,
Chief Executive Officer of
NSEFI, said, " Our strength-
ened partnership…will
unlock new pathways for
innovation, cross-border
investment, and resilient
value chains, especially in
upstream manufacturing -
laying the foundation for a
cleaner, more secure, and
self-reliant energy future that
serves not just our regions,
but the world."

PNS n NEW DELHI

Gold prices surged by Rs 6,250
to hit a record high of Rs 96,450
per 10 grams in the national
capital on Friday due to heavy
demand from local jewellers
and retailers, according to the
All India Sarafa Association.

Analysts said the precious
metal hitting lifetime high lev-
els in the international markets
on strong safe-haven demand
amid escalating US-China
trade tensions boosted the
domestic prices.

On Wednesday, the yellow
metal of 99.9 per cent purity
had closed at Rs 90,200 per 10
grams.

Rebounding after four days
of sharp fall, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity surged by Rs 6,250
to touch an all-time high of Rs
96,000 per 10 grams against the
previous close of Rs 89,750 per
10 grams.

Silver prices also registered
a steep rise of Rs 2,300 to Rs

95,500 per kg, largely in tan-
dem with global trends. The
white metal had closed at Rs
93,200 per kg in the previous
market close.

Bullion markets were closed
on Thursday on the occasion
of Mahavir Jayanti.

Meanwhile, gold futures for
June delivery climbed by Rs
1,703 to hit yet another lifetime
high of Rs 93,736 per 10 grams
on the Multi Commodity
Exchange.

"Gold extended its record-
setting rally...to hit fresh life-
time highs near Rs 93,500 on
MCX, defying rupee strength
as geopolitical tensions and tar-
iff battles between the US and

China escalated further," Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research Analyst
of Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities, said.

In the international markets,
spot gold jumped to a fresh
peak of USD 3,237.39 per
ounce. Later, it slipped to USD
3,222.04 per ounce.

Additionally, Comex gold
futures in the Asian market
hours rose to hit a record high
of USD 3,249.16 per ounce.

Kotak Securities' AVP-
Commodity Research, Kaynat
Chainwala, said Comex gold
prices jumped to a record high
as safe-haven demand rose
amid escalating US-China
trade tensions.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday urged
Austrian companies to invest in
India as it offers many oppor-
tunities in new and emerging
sectors.

Addressing the India-Austria
business roundtable in the cap-
ital city Vienna, she said
Austrian companies should har-
ness many oppor-
tunities that India
offers as the coun-
try has made
t r e m e n d o u s
progress as a result
of the govern-
ment's efforts in
accelerating eco-
nomic growth and
equity as well as
reforms to ensure
the ease of doing
business. 

"I also highlighted emerging
opportunities in new and
emerging sectors such as green
hydrogen, electric vehicles, dig-
ital public infrastructure and
innovation. India is an excellent
gateway to Asia and the global
south," she said.

Overall, she said, the
prospects for a stronger India-
Austria, economic and com-
mercial partnership are very
bright.

Stressing that India has the
manufacturing base and scale,
she said, several Austrian com-
panies have set up capability
centres in India to leverage the
excellent digital and IT talent in
India. Recalling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
European nation last year, she
said, it was a milestone in the
India-Austria partnership, espe-
cially in elevating economic

and commercial
linkages to a
higher trajecto-
ry.

During her
bilateral meet-
ing with the
A u s t r i a n
E c o n o m y
Minister and
F i n a n c e
M i n i s t e r ,
Sitharaman dis-

cussed a wide array of issues
relating to the India-Austria
partnership across financial,
economic, trade and invest-
ment areas.

Both countries have agreed
to leverage the complementar-
ities for their mutual benefit.

"Based on the capacities of
Austria and the potential for
engagement, we have also iden-
tified priority areas for the
enhanced bilateral relation-
ship. 

FM invites Austrian firms
to invest in emerging

sector in India

Pact to deepen EU-India ties in solar manufacturing

Gold skyrockets Rs 6,250 to breach Rs 96k level

India to protect its
interests in trade

pact with US: Goyal
PNS n NEW DELHI

India is in continuous dialogue
with the US on the proposed
bilateral trade agreement
(BTA), and the government will
safeguard the nation's and pub-
lic interests as it is never advis-
able to take any step in undue
haste, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Friday.

He said all trade
talks of the country
are progressing well
in the spirit of
'India first' and to
ensure the path-
way to Viksit
Bharat 2047.

"Humne pahle bhi
kai baar kaha hai ki
hum banduk rakhke kabhi
negotiate nai karte hain.
Sammay ki pabandiyaan acch-
hi rahti hain ki wo protsaahit
karti hain ki baat teji se ho, lekin
jab tak desh hit aur jan hit ko
hum surakshit na rakh saken,
tab tak kabhi bhi jaldbazzi
karna accha nai hai (I have said
it many times before that we do
not negotiate at the gunpoint.
Time restrictions are good as
they encourage us to talk swift-
ly, but until we are able to pro-
tect the interests of the country

and people, it is never good to
be hasty)," Goyal told reporters
when asked about the progress
of India-US BTA.

The two countries have fixed
a target to finalise the first phase
of the agreement by fall
(September-October) this year
with an aim to more than dou-
ble bilateral trade to USD 500
billion by 2030 from the current

USD 191 billion.
On the India-
European Union

(EU) trade pact,
Goyal said the
trade talks proceed
when both sides
are sensitive to each

other's concerns and
requirements. "I can

only share... that all the
trade talks are progressing

well in the spirit of India first
and to ensure our pathway to
Viksit Bharat 2047," he said. He
added that businesses face var-
ious constraints of non-tariff
barriers in the EU.

Meanwhile, speaking at the
Italy-India Business Forum,
Goyal said that concrete steps
need to be taken to expedite the
conclusion of the free trade
agreement between India and
the EU that can help both
sides deepen economic ties.

China retaliates with 125 %
tariffs against US imports 

PNS n BEIJING

China on Friday continued its
tit-for-tat move against the
Trump administration's tariffs
by hiking its additional levies
on imports from the US to 125
per cent against duties of 145
per cent by America even as it
evinced interest in dialogue
with Washington to resolve the
impasse.

Announcing an additional
125 per cent tariff, China's
Customs Tariff Commission
said, “Even if the US imposes
higher tariffs, it would no
longer make economic sense
and ultimately go down as a
joke in world economic histo-
ry."

"Given that it's already
impossible for the Chinese
market to accept US imports at
the current tariff level if the
United States imposes further
tariffs on Chinese products,
China will ignore it," it said.

However, should the US
persist in substantially under-
mining China's interests,
Beijing will take firm counter-
measures and fight to the end,
the commission added.

China’s new tariffs of 125 per
cent against US imports will be
effective from Saturday, it said.

The announcement follows
the US move to raise the "rec-
iprocal tariffs" on Chinese
imports to 125 per cent. The
US later confirmed the total
tariff on Chinese products was
145 per cent with the inclusion
of 20 per cent levies announced
by Trump soon after he took
over power in January this year.

Trump’s heavy tariffs left

China to wage a lone battle as
he paused tariffs against all
other countries.

Also, similar to previous
tariff hikes, China has filed a
lawsuit against the US with the
World Trade Organisation's
(WTO) dispute settlement
mechanism, a Chinese
Commerce Ministry
spokesperson said.

While slapping additional
measures, China, however,
kept its door open for talks to

resolve the issue. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Lin Jian on Friday said if the
US truly wanted to resolve
issues through dialogue and
negotiation, it must cease its
maximum pressure tactics and
reckless actions.

China has made clear its
position on the issue of tariffs
multiple times. "There are no
winners in tariff wars or trade
wars. China does not want to
engage in such wars, but we are
not afraid to do so," Lin told a
media briefing here.

Any dialogue must be based
on equality, mutual respect
and benefit, he said, adding
that if the US insisted on esca-
lating tariff wars, China would
resolutely respond to the chal-
lenge all the way.

"In the face of US hegemo-
ny and coercion, compromise
and concession are not viable
options," Lin added.

Separately, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on Thursday
held a meeting of the country's
envoys in different countries
outlining Beijing's diplomatic
priorities in the light of US tar-
iff war against China.

OMRON ties up with Tricog
Health to launch KeeboHealth 

PNS n NEW DELHI

OMRON Healthcare, the lead-
ing player in the home moni-
toring health solutions space,
has announced its next initia-
tive with Tricog Health, a
renowned company in the
Medtech space addressing car-
diovascular conditions
(OMRON and Tricog joined
hands in 2023 to announce
foray into remote home heart
monitoring and management
segment). This collaboration
involves launching and deploy-
ing “KeeboHealth”, a connect-
ed and AI-based cardiac care
solution aimed at improving
heart failure management
through remote monitoring
and personalized care solu-
tions.

Striving to empower doctors
and patients, KeeboHealth is a
sophisticated platform inte-
grating state-of-the-art AI-
based medical technology with
data analytics, leveraging home
ECG monitoring to enhance
the ability of healthcare
providers to manage patient
care efficiently. Besides the
digital ecosystem, it offers a
range of OMRON products-
particularly home ECG mon-
itors along with Blood Pressure
Monitors and Weighing Scales
- to help cardiac care patients
enhance monitoring and in

turn receive more effective &
timely treatment strategies
from their doctors.

As per the studies conduct-
ed by Tricog in 2024, the early
patient data in India show-
cased the transformative
impact of KeeboHealth’s
Remote Patient Monitoring
(RPM) solution on heart fail-
ure management, delivering a
remarkable 30% reduction in
hospital readmission rates and
a 45% improvement in adher-
ence to Guideline-Directed
Medical Therapy (GDMT).
This highlights how
KeeboHealth enables early
intervention, better medication
titration, and sustained patient
engagement. These outcomes
reinforce Tricog’s commitment
to leveraging digital health

innovations to improve patient
outcomes, reduce healthcare
costs, and enhance chronic
disease management at scale.

According to Dr Charit
Bhograj, CEO & Founder of
Tricog Health, "KeeboHealth is
a lifeline of hope for heart fail-
ure patients. Powered by
advanced AI, it personalises
care and continuously moni-
tors patients to detect early
signs of trouble, ensuring time-
ly, tailored interventions. This
smart approach enhances indi-
vidual outcomes and brings
much-needed optimism, espe-
cially in areas with limited
healthcare resources. With
KeeboHealth, patients can feel
truly supported on their jour-
ney towards better heart
health."

‘India-US trade pact
likely in 90 days'

PNS n NEW DELHI

A small part of the proposed
Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) between India and the
US could be finalised in the 90-
day tariff pause announced by
the Trump administration, an
official said on Friday.

The official also said the two
countries have already finalised
the terms of reference to start
negotiations for the pact.

"Lot of possibilities are there
to finalise low hanging fruits.
Lot of possibilities are there to
finalise form and shape of the
BTA," the official said adding
everything is possible in 90 days
if it is a "win-win" for both sides.

India and the US are engaged
in finalising the trade agree-
ment. Both sides have targeted
to conclude the first phase by
fall (September-October) this
year with an aim to more than
double the bilateral trade to
USD 500 billion by 2030 from
the current about USD 191 bil-
lion.

"The work has started. India
is far ahead of other countries
in negotiating a trade deal," the
government official said, adding
India is in continuous engage-
ment with the US.

A lot of negotiations will
happen through video confer-
encing, and there could be

some visits.
The US, on April 2,

announced an additional 26 per
cent tariff on Indian goods
entering the US. But on April 9,
the Trump administration
announced the suspension of
these on India for 90 days until
July 9 this year. However, the 10
per cent baseline tariff imposed
on the countries will continue
to remain in place.

In 2023-24, the US was the
largest trading partner of India,
with USD 119.71 billion bilat-
eral trade in goods (USD 77.51
billion worth of exports, USD
42.19 billion of imports and
USD 35.31 billion trade sur-
plus).

The US accounts for about 18
per cent of India's total goods
exports, 6.22 per cent in
imports, and 10.73 per cent in
bilateral trade.

‘India needs
to boost maize

production’
PNS n NEW DELHI

India must promote
maize production and
introduce more dynamic
pricing for grain ethanol to
unlock the full potential of
fuel blending, according to
a new report.

The report, Unlocking
Rs 35,000 crore for farm-
ers – The Untapped
Potential of Grain Ethanol,
also calls for uninterrupt-
ed supply of damaged,
broken and surplus rice
from the Food
Corporation of India
(FCI) and expansion of the
domestic market for
Distiller's Dried Grains
with Solubles (DDGS).

Rising maize prices have
made ethanol production
costlier and less competi-
tive, potentially discourag-
ing investment in the sec-
tor.

The report, by manage-
ment consulting firm
Primus Partners and
Grain Ethanol
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Association (GEMA), rec-
ommends incentivising
farmers to shift to maize
cultivation by providing
high-yield seeds, fertiliz-
ers, and irrigation infra-
structure.

says more tariffs by Trump will be a joke
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RAVI KISHAN RAGES AGAINST 
THE SYSTEM IN CLEAN UP CREW

V
eteran actor Ravi Kishan is once
again making waves — this time
with a chilling new avatar in the

upcoming crime series Clean Up Crew.
While the show has yet to be officially
announced, a leaked image from the sets
has already stirred anticipation among
fans and industry watchers alike.
The first look captures Ravi in a moment
of raw, unfiltered emotion. Drenched in
blood, his face contorted in a scream,
and his white kurta stained crimson, the
image radiates intensity. His wide,
enraged eyes tell a story of turmoil,

possibly hinting at the inner demons of
the character he plays. If this visual is
anything to go by, Ravi Kishan is about to
deliver one of his most riveting
performances yet.
Set in a volatile border town straddling
Bengal and Bihar, Clean Up Crew delves
into the murky underbelly of crime and
corruption. The series explores the web
of power, betrayal and those in the
shadows who erase the evidence — the
so-called “clean-up crew.” With dark
humor subtly woven into the narrative,
the show promises to be an intense,

layered experience.
The project marks Ravi Kishan’s next
collaboration with Jio Studios following
his acclaimed role in Laapataa Ladies.
Now, with Clean Up Crew, the actor
appears to be stepping into a much
darker, more intense space. While details
of his character remain under wraps, the
leaked visual suggests a role that’s
emotionally charged and morally
complex. The series reportedly features a
stellar ensemble cast, including Jisshu
Sengupta and Saswata Chatterjee and is
currently in post-production.

CHILLING TRAILER FOR KHAUF OUT NOW

P
rime Video has unveiled the spine-
chilling trailer for its upcoming
Hindi Original series Khauf, setting

the stage for a new era of suspense
horror on the platform. Developed by
creator and writer Smita Singh and
produced by Sanjay Routray and Sarita
Patil under the Matchbox Shots banner,
this eight-part series promises to
immerse viewers in a world where
psychological terror and supernatural
dread coalesce.
Directed by Pankaj Kumar and Surya
Balakrishnan, Khauf takes audiences on a
journey where the line between reality
and nightmare is blurred. With its
narrative built around an environment of
constant unease, the series showcases a

stellar ensemble cast, including Monika
Panwar, Rajat Kapoor, Abhishek
Chauhan, Geetanjali Kulkarni and Shilpa
Shukla. 
At the centre of the narrative is Madhu,
portrayed by Monika Panwar. Madhu is a
young woman seeking a fresh start in a
bustling city, only to find herself ensnared
in an ominous hostel environment. What
begins as a promising new beginning
quickly devolves into a living nightmare
as a malevolent force seems to lurk
behind every door. In a haunting twist,
the safe sanctuary she hoped for turns
into a maze of foreboding warnings from
her fellow hostel residents, who
themselves seem paralysed by the terror
that grips them.

As the trailer unfolds, it becomes clear
that Madhu’s personal demons are
inextricably linked to the sinister
occurrences within the hostel walls. Amid
escalating tension, a shaman enters the
fray, pledging to exorcise the darkness
that threatens to overwhelm Madhu and
her co-inhabitants. This premise sets up a
relentless battle where the stakes are
survival itself, and unearthing buried
truths is the only way to escape an ever-
encroaching nightmare.
Reflecting on her transformative role,
Monika Panwar expressed her experience
with palpable passion. “Playing Madhu has
been both an interesting and intense
experience, offering me a wide range of
emotions and challenges to dive into,” she

shared. “She’s a character who gradually
unravels as she faces the inexplicable
horrors surrounding her, and capturing that
fear was both challenging and rewarding.”
Panwar also applauded the creative vision
behind the series, stating that Matchbox
Shots has been vital in crafting an
environment where performances have a
lasting impact. “The eerie atmosphere,
haunting visuals, and the entire setting —
everything in Khauf is designed to draw
the audience into its unsettling world.
Working with Prime Video has been an
incredible journey. It’s truly a platform that
champions bold and immersive
storytelling. I can’t wait for viewers to
experience the suspense and terror when it
premieres on April 18,” she added.

E
mraan Hashmi’s film
Awarapan has long enjoyed
a cult following, and its

legacy continues to spark excite-
ment among fans. With the
release of the teaser for its sequel,
Awarapan 2, anticipation has
reached fever pitch. Now, as
Hashmi gears up for his next pro-
ject, Ground Zero, he has shared
major updates about the much-
awaited sequel that are sure to
thrill his ardent supporters.

In a latest interview with
Ranveer Allahbadia, the actor
provided fresh insights into
Awarapan 2. He confirmed that
pre-production is well under-
way—the film’s scripting is cur-
rently in progress, and filming is
scheduled to kick off in July
2025. Adding to the excitement,
Hashmi revealed that the sequel
is slated for release on April 3, a
date that fans are already mark-
ing on their calendars.

The announcement comes
on the heels of an earlier teaser
drop on March 24. On social
media, Emraan Hashmi and the
makers of Awarapan 2 released
a short announcement video fea-
turing the actor’s signature
voice-over. In the clip, Hashmi
is seen standing on a boat against

the backdrop of a vibrant sun-
set, evoking a sense of longing
and introspection. The teaser
also includes nostalgic scenes
from the first film, featuring
memorable moments with
Shriya Saran that have left view-
ers reminiscing about the orig-
inal Awarapan.

Homebound brings 
Indian soul back to Cannes

I
n a proud moment for
Indian cinema, acclaimed
filmmaker Neeraj Ghaywan

is returning to the prestigious
Cannes Film Festival with his
much-anticipated second fea-
ture film, Homebound. The
film has been officially select-
ed under the Un Certain
Regard section, a category that
celebrates unique voices, non-
traditional storytelling and
global emerging talent.

Homebound, which stars
Ishaan Khatter,  Janhvi
Kapoor and Vishal Jethwa in
pivotal roles, marks another
signif icant milestone in
Ghaywan’s career. The film is

co-produced by Dharma
Productions, with Karan
Johar expressing deep pride
over the international recog-
nition.

Taking to social media,
Johar wrote, “Homebound, our
soulful story directed by Neeraj
Ghaywan, has been selected for
the illustrious Festival De
Cannes! This moment is a
testament to the power of
Indian cinema, showcasing
our unique stories, talents and
perspectives to the world! I will
not deny that I always wished
for one of our films to reach
this prestigious global plat-
form. And here we are! But

nothing without the true
visionary, who is going to
become a frequent visitor of
Cannes I feel, as he embarks on
his second-time journey with
his film.”

This marks Ghaywan’s sec-
ond selection at Cannes in the
Un Certain Regard category —
the first being for his power-
ful debut Masaan in 2015,
which won both the Un
Certain Regard Special Prize
and the FIPRESCI Prize. The
category typically presents 20
international films with dis-
tinct cinematic perspectives
and compelling storytelling
styles.

Priyanka and Hrithik
reunite for Krrish 4 

T
he fourth installment of India’s most iconic superhero
franchise, Krrish, is officially in the works — and this
time, Hrithik Roshan is donning the director’s hat

alongside reprising his titular role. Krrish 4 will mark
Hrithik’s directorial debut, bringing a whole new vision to the
beloved saga.
In another exciting development, global star Priyanka Chopra
Jonas is set to return as the female lead, reuniting with
Hrithik on-screen after nearly a decade. The duo, known for
their undeniable chemistry, previously starred together in
Krrish, Krrish 3 and Agneepath, forming one of Bollywood’s
most adored on-screen pairings.
This upcoming chapter promises to be the biggest yet.
According to sources, Hrithik is planning a grand-scale
production with ambitions to elevate Krrish 4 into one of the
most visually spectacular and emotionally engaging films
ever made in Indian cinema.

Emraan Hashmi unveils 
exciting updates on Awarapan 2 
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PLOT

C
hhorii 2 picks up seven
years after the events of
the first film, opening
with a disturbing pro-
logue where a young
girl searches for her
mother in a fog of sug-
arcane stalks, only to

encounter eerie duplicates whispering,
“Maa bula rahi hai.” That little girl is now
Ishani, who suffers from a rare condition
that makes exposure to sunlight danger-
ous. Her mother, Sakshi (Nushrratt
Bharuccha), has tried to rebuild their life
with the help of Inspector Samar
(Gashmeer Mahajani). But peace proves
to be an illusion when Ishani is taken by
a sinister force, pulling Sakshi back into
a horrifying underworld—both literal and
ideological. What follows is a three-day
countdown laced with ritualistic violence,
where Sakshi must fight not just ghosts,
but deep-rooted systems of control.

HIGHLIGHTS

The film’s greatest strength lies in its
ability to blend horror with commentary.
It isn’t just the supernatural elements that
create fear—it’s the reflection of societal
cruelty masquerading as culture. The hor-

ror feels real because it stems from twist-
ed beliefs, not just spirits. The under-
ground world Sakshi explores is con-
structed with metaphorical precision,
representing the suffocating traditions
women are forced into. Another standout
is the atmospheric dread—slow, creeping
and relentless—making viewers feel
trapped with the characters rather than
simply watching them. The film also
avoids reducing its villains to caricatures,
presenting them as both terrifying and
tragically indoctrinated.

DRAWBACKS

Despite its strong themes, the film fal-
ters in its final act. The pacing slows down
significantly, stretching scenes longer
than necessary and reducing the impact
of the climax. Several side characters
appear briefly, are given intrigue and then
are written off without resolution, mak-
ing parts of the story feel incomplete.
While the ending delivers a powerful mes-
sage, it leans heavily into setting up a
sequel rather than offering a fully satisfy-
ing closure. This undercuts some of the
emotional payoff that the earlier portions
carefully built up.

PERFORMANCES

Nushrratt Bharuccha shines in her role
as Sakshi, delivering a layered performance
that captures both maternal vulnerabili-
ty and steely determination. Her emotion-

al range carries the film, particularly in
scenes where dialogue is minimal, and
expression does all the work. Soha Ali
Khan is a revelation as Daasi Maa—a chill-
ing presence cloaked in ritual, silence and
suppressed grief. Her performance is not
just eerie but deeply evocative, hinting at
the human cost of blind obedience.
Gashmeer Mahajani offers a grounded
counterbalance as Samar, but it’s the
women who truly dominate this narrative.
Meanwhile, the supporting cast too have
done a good job.

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

The cinematography by Anshul Chobey
is visually arresting. Through stark contrasts
of light and shadow, sugarcane fields
transform into mazes of dread and under-
ground passageways become psychologi-
cal battlegrounds. The visual language rein-
forces the story’s themes, making the set-
ting itself a character. The background score
by Adrija Gupta and Rob Della Fortuna
enhances the immersive horror, using tra-
ditional tones with a contemporary edge.
The sound design, too, deserves credit for
creating an oppressive atmosphere without
resorting to cliché jump scares.

VERDICT

Chhorii 2 is more than just a sequel—
it’s a sharpened extension of the original’s
message. It takes the genre of horror and
uses it as a tool to confront inherited vio-
lence and patriarchal conditioning. While
it stumbles in parts with its pacing and
character development, the film triumphs
in telling a bold, socially resonant story
through haunting imagery and powerful
performances. It’s not just a scream in the
dark—it’s a cry for liberation.

PNS|EXCLUSIVE

F
rom his intense role in The
Freelancer to playing the
romantic lead in Heropanti 2,
actor Navneet Malik is quick-
ly emerging as one of the
industry’s most versatile new

faces. Now, he’s set to take things up a
notch in The Bhootni, a horror-comedy
that pairs him with Mouni Roy and casts
him in a role inspired by none other than
Sanjay Dutt.

Navneet plays a younger version of Dutt
in his college days — complete with retro
outfits, larger-than-life swagger and a
romantic track that drives the emotion-
al core of the film. “In The Bhootni, I get
to play a young Sanjay Dutt — and that
itself is such a thrill. The character draws
a lot from Baba’s real-life vibe — his swag,
body language and that unmistakable
energy. You’ll see him in his college days,
full of charm and attitude, with a roman-
tic track opposite Mouni Roy. Their
chemistry, how their relationship blossoms
and the unexpected twists life throws at
them — it’s all packed into the story.”

His look in the film, too, pays homage
to Dutt’s debut. “Totally inspired by
Sanjay Dutt’s iconic look in Rocky!
Think retro cool — the hair, the outfits,
the whole vibe,” he says.

For him, portraying such a legendary
figure was both an honour and a chal-
lenge. “Honestly, it’s a massive honor —
and also a big responsibility. Sanjay Dutt
isn’t just a superstar; he’s an icon with a
personality that’s larger than life,” he
shares. Having grown up admiring
Dutt’s style and energy, Navneet threw
himself into the prep. “To bring even a
version of Baba to life, even in a fiction-
al setting, felt surreal. I knew I had to give
it everything I’ve got — from getting his
body language right to capturing that
signature aura he carries.”

To prepare, he revisited Dutt’s early
films, especially Rocky. “It wasn’t about
copying him, but about capturing his
essence — that raw energy and charm
that made him such a heartthrob,” he
says. On the romantic front, the chem-
istry with Mouni Roy added another
layer to the character. “Our scenes are
set during the college days, so the
chemistry had to feel fresh, young and
real. Mouni is such a natural performer
— she brings so much grace and emo-
tion to every scene.”

Their connection off-screen helped
bring their characters to life. Navneet
admits he had a few nerves before meet-
ing her. “I wasn’t sure how comfortable
the dynamic would be — especially with
the kind of closeness those scenes often
require. But right from our first inter-
action, all those doubts vanished. There
was an instant sense of ease between us,
which made working together feel very
natural.”

Praising her as a co-star, Navneet adds,
“She’s incredibly versatile and no mat-
ter the genre or format, she gives every
role her all. What I personally admire is
her discipline — she’s punctual, focused
and extremely professional.”

Recalling the moment he landed the
part, Navneet says it was director
Siddhant Sachdev who first pitched
him the idea. “He mentioned a role
inspired by Baba’s iconic Rocky days and
I was instantly hooked. From that
moment, I threw myself into the prep —
his walk, his style, his energy. It wasn’t
just about imitation; it was about hon-
oring his legacy.”

Navneet was particularly nervous on

the first day of shoot — with Sanjay Dutt
himself present on set. “That made my
nerves shoot through the roof,” he
laughs. “But slowly, I began to feel the
shift — my body language changed; my
mindset aligned with the character.
Even Baba and the crew noticed. That
validation meant everything.”

While The Bhootni is rooted in hor-
ror-comedy, it also dips into fantasy and
superhero elements. “It wasn’t just emo-
tional and romantic scenes, but also a
physical and larger-than-life perfor-
mance. Compared to my past projects,
this role demanded more prep, more lay-
ers and definitely more heart.”

The shoot schedule was no joke either.
With most scenes shot at night —
around 70% of the film — Navneet found
himself juggling grueling hours. “I was
juggling another project during the day,
so there was a stretch where I worked
almost 72 hours non-stop — barely sleep-
ing, just catching short naps in between,”
he reveals. But the dedication paid off —
so much so that he even requested an
expanded role from the director. “And he

actually did! That just shows how spe-
cial this project was for me.”

As someone who’s constantly looking
to push boundaries, Navneet is now eye-
ing full-fledged action films. “I’ve always
wanted to do a full-throttle action film
— something in the zone of those larg-
er-than-life South Indian blockbusters.
I’d love to take on a rugged, intense char-
acter — someone who makes a power-
ful entry in slow motion, owns every
frame and brings raw energy with every
move.”

Asked why audiences should catch
The Bhootni, Navneet doesn’t hesitate:
“It’s a fun mix of horror and comedy —
a genre that’s super fresh and in demand
right now. It stars Sanjay Dutt in his first-
ever horror-comedy, which is a big draw
in itself! The cast is packed with talent
— Mouni Roy, Palak Tiwari, Nick, Asif
and I in a completely different, positive
role. It’s got laughs, scares, romance and
loads of entertainment.”

The film is written by the vibrant trio
Notanki, Vani and Coach and directed

by Siddhant Sachdev — both of whom
Navneet credits for creating something
bold and exciting. “It’s a total paisa-
vasool film — something new and
exciting for everyone,” he promises.

Beyond the screen, Navneet is also
stepping into the entrepreneurial space
with Starnex, a casting app he co-
founded. “The idea came from my own
experiences in the industry,” he says.
“Starnex is a platform where aspiring
actors, models and artists can create
detailed profiles and showcase their
work, while casting directors and film-
makers can discover fresh talent with just
a few clicks. The goal is to make the cast-
ing process more streamlined, transpar-
ent, and accessible.”

As for what’s next, Navneet teases sev-
eral exciting conversations. “I’ve been in
talks for a potential collaboration with
Shah Rukh Khan sir and there’s something
in the works with Ajay Devgn sir as well,”
he reveals. “Interestingly, the writer of
Animal has also approached me for a neg-
ative lead — possibly in a project that
might involve Shah Rukh sir too.”

Future of upskilling in a fast-changing world

T
he fast-changing realities
of the corporate world
mandate aspirants to
upskill quickly and
micro degrees can play

an important role in that regard. 

Traditional education today
struggles to keep pace with the
skilling requirements. The job
market is changing rapidly than
before and to keep the workforce
ready, micro degrees are coming
to the rescue. Short, specific and
focused, these degrees are distinc-
tive and equip aspirants with in-
demand skills. Also known as
nano certifications, micro
degrees are specialized programs
developed keeping in mind the
specific skills or fields of study.
Unlike traditional degrees, these
certifications are conducted
online, making them accessible to
aspirants all over the world.
Here's how micro degrees are
changing the very face of the
skilling sector globally: 

a) Industry and skill-specific: The
specialised nature of microdegrees
aims at upgrading specific skill
requirements of the particular
industry. In IT, the certifications
related to cybersecurity, AI and ML
are examples of micro degrees.
Similarly, logistics management and
inventory handling in retail can be
counted among the nano certifica-
tions. These short-term focused
programs equip aspirants with spe-
cific skills for immediate application,
contrasting with long-term
degrees,which generally cover
broader theories and concepts.
Microdegrees also provide con-
crete evidence of skills that aspirants
acquire through the digital badges.
These badges certify the credentials
of learners and can be shared
instantly with others.  

b) Accessible and affordable:
Micro degrees are offered through
various online platforms. Unlike
conventional degrees, here aspirants
need not go to a specific universi-
ty or institution to acquire knowl-
edge or skills. The digital nature of
these nano certifications is a huge
plus which ensures that these pro-

grams are available to aspirants
around the world. Further, learners
get a chance to get trained by the
best professionals as no time and
place barriers hinder their skilling
process. All that they need is a smart
device and internet connectivity.

Further, the affordable nature of
nano certifications democratises
their access, allowing people from
diversified socio-economic back-
grounds to access certifications
and achieve a level playing field in
the process. 

c) Lifelong Learning: Micro
degrees allow an individual to
reskill, upskill, or even change
profession by demonstrating com-
petence in emerging areas exhibit-
ing strong demand. This means
aspirants can use these certifica-

tions to explore career opportuni-
ties in completely new or allied
fields, besides catalysing their
career progression in their domain
area. Importantly, nano certifica-
tions also cultivate an attitude of
lifelong learning. This change in
perspective towards professional
growth helps aspirants to stay
ahead by proactively identifying,
analysing, and leveraging opportu-
nities. The aspect of lifelong learn-
ing is also important as it helps
learners to evolve in their perspec-
tive and achieve vertical as well as
horizontal displacements within
their work areas. As these degrees
are flexible and targeted in nature,
they also reinforce the idea of
holistic learning for all-around
development of aspirants. 

d) Personalised approach: Micro
degrees use a tailored approach for
skilling aspirants. This means the
content and training of the certi-
fication are aligned with the learn-
ing capabilities of individuals. The
approach is in variance with the
“one-size-fits-all” perspective and
allows for better assimilation of
knowledge and impactful out-

comes. Further, the modular nature
of nano certifications allows for
quick adjustment so that only rel-
evant training is imparted to aspi-
rants.  This agility bodes well in
keeping learners acquainted with
ever-evolving trends of industries
and makes them future-proof in
their approach. 

Micro degrees can play a crucial
role in enhancing the skills of aspi-
rants to make them industry-
ready from day one. These certifi-
cations can be done quickly and
the best part of micro degrees is
their affordable nature. This fast
format aligns with fast-evolving
upskilling/reskilling needs and
offers desired flexibility to learn-
ers. Aspirants also find the knowl-
edge of nano-certifications easy to
recall, giving it a decisive edge over
conventional degrees. Further, the
personalised approach to impart-
ing skills also makes the Micro
Degrees apt for todays business
environment. 

(The author, Kalpesh Banker,
is the managing partner at

EduShine Partners.)

Chhorii 2: A horror sequel
that dares to go deeper

Cast: Nushrratt Bharuccha, Soha
Ali Khan, Gashmeer Mahajani,
Kuldeep Sareen, Saurabh Goyal,
Pallavi Ajay, Hardika Sharma,
Shyam Gopal, Jitendra Kumar,
Arvinda Jaiswal

Director: Vishal Furia

Streaming on: Amazon Prime

Rating: 4/5

REVIEW ‘Writer of Animal approached 
me for a negative lead — possibly

opposite Shah Rukh Khan’

In an exclusive chat
with The Pioneer, actor
Navneet Malik opens
up about his
transformative role in
the horror-comedy 
The Bhootni, where he
channels the iconic
energy of a young
Sanjay Dutt. From
sleepless shoots and
sizzling chemistry with
Mouni Roy to
launching his own
casting app and more
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

A
ndre Onana, described by Nemanja
Matic as “one of the worst goal-
keepers in Manchester United’s his-

tory”, was at fault for both goals as his side
drew 2-2 at Lyon in a Europa League quar-
terfinal first leg on Thursday.

Former United midfielder Matic, now
a player with Lyon, made the less than flat-
tering comments about Onana in a pre-
game press conference.

Then, in the match itself, United went
1-0 down after 25 minutes when Onana
failed to stop a curling free-kick from out
wide by Thiago Almada.

Leny Yoro equalized for the visiting
team in first-half stoppage time, with a
header after goalkeeper Lucas Perri had
cleared a Bruno Fernandes free-kick.

Fernandes then sent a precise cross for
substitute Joshua Zirkzee to head what
seemed to be the winner in the 88th
minute. But Rayan Cherki hit back for
Lyon when he pounced on the rebound
after Cameroon international Onana had
spilled an effort from Georges
Mikautadze. “I think this is the worst

moment to concede a goal like that,” Yoro
told TNT Sports. “We were winning 2-1.
I think away this was a good score, but we
go with a draw and we try to win the game
at home.” United remains the only side
unbeaten in the competition this season.

Winning the Europa League, as United
did in 2017, is rewarded with a spot in the
Champions League, something the club
is highly unlikely to achieve through its

current 13th-place position in the Premier
League. Tottenham, also bidding to res-
cue a dismal Premier League campaign,
hit back to salvage a 1-1 home draw
against Eintracht Frankfurt. Tottenham
went 1-0 down when Frankfurt forward
Hugo Ekitiké scored following a fast coun-
terattack in the sixth minute.

The hosts then drew level with a goal
from Pedro Porro in the 26th after he met

a cross from James Maddison.
“I cannot ask any more of the lads,” said

Tottenham coach Ange Postecoglou. “It
was disappointing to concede the way we
did.”

Ulrik Saltnes struck twice as
Bodø/Glimt stunned Lazio 2-0 in tough
conditions just inside the Arctic Circle.

Earlier, heavy snowfall in Bodø
put the game in doubt between the
Norwegian champion and the side that
had finished top in the league phase.

In a game played on an artifi-
cial pitch, Saltnes scored early in the sec-
ond half with a low shot after Ole Didrik
Blomberg fed him inside the area.

The midfielder then added his
second goal by lobbing the ball over Lazio
goalkeeper Christos Mandas, with Alessio
Romagnoli’s clearance coming after it
crossed the line. 

Ten-man Rangers and Athletic
Bilbao shared a goalless draw in Glasgow,
after the home side was reduced to 10 men
in the 13th minute when defender Robin
Pröpper brought down Iñaki Williams
and was dismissed. Alex Berenguer also
missed a late penalty for Athletic.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru 

F
rom being panned as a stat-padder,
who lacked intent from the word go
to being a master of tricky chases, KL

Rahul has turned the wheels in a manner
only a batter blessed with skill-set like him,
can. He printed the latest blueprint of his
growth chart with an unbeaten 93 off 53
balls at a strike-rate of 175 on a gripping
Chinnaswamy pitch to fashion Delhi
Capitals’s six-wicket win over Royal
Challengers Bengaluru.

Tim David (185) and Phil Salt (210)
made runs at a higher strike-rate but
through brute force and the readiness to
travel on riskier routes either at Power Play
or at the death overs. 

But Rahul’s fifty was smoothly paced —
from a cautious 29 off 29 balls, the right-
hander made the remaining 64 runs off
just 24 balls on Thursday. It is easy to term
the innings as a product of his first-hand
knowledge of the local conditions as a

Karnataka boy. It might have played a part
but that is just one chapter of the story. 

The Capitals are trying to weave their
batting around Rahul, and it is partly
because of his technical adaptability.

On Thursday night, Rahul showed DC’s
faith on him is not misplaced while nul-
lifying a competent set of bowlers.

Even during the sedate initial period,
there was no hint of struggle as it was very
evident that he had judged the character
of the track to the T and was waiting for
the right moment to unleash himself.

It came in the 15th over bowled by Josh
Hazlewood. Rahul punished the pacer for
22 runs in that over, including three fours
and a six. It decisively swung the momen-
tum in Delhi’s favour, but none of those
shots were hit in anger. 

Even the six that sailed over
Hazlewood’s head was the outcome of a
beautifully poised open-faced bat, a clas-
sic method to reduce the possibility of
edges or false shots on such pitches. Just

to compare, his top-order colleagues
Jake-Fraser McGurk, Faf du Plessis and
Abhishek Porel went for cross-batted
swipes to get caught as the innate slow-
ness of the surface did not allow them to
time the shots well.

RCB’s mentor Dinesh Karthik appreci-
ated the way Rahul played his knock, par-
ticularly because the 32-year-old is still a
floater through the batting line-up in
whichever team he plays.

“It’s a very challenging to bat at differ-
ent positions in T20. But he is done that
really nicely in the recent past. I have
believed he is a high-quality middle-order
batter. He is tweaked a bit,” said Karthik.

The former wicketkeeper batter noted
the “freedom” with which Rahul has been
batting of late.

“From whatever I’m hearing, he’s
worked with Abhishek Nayar before the
IPL started. You can see he’s getting into
some good positions and playing some
nice shots. “He always had the skill. You

can see when he has given himself more
freedom and the way he’s played, it’s been
nice to watch. May not be from my per-
spective, though,” he added.

Rahul said his pre-match preparations
now include sessions to master different
pitches. “I always try to adapt to differ-
ent wickets (even in practice). It gives me
a fair idea of the areas I can target —
where I can take singles, where I can hit
sixes. I do not keep batting for hours and
keep slogging.” 

“I do that sometimes but that is when
I am not getting into a flow and rhythm.
It is more about how I can master play-
ing (on a particular pitch) and that
becomes second-nature,” said Rahul.

It showed in the way he played out
Suyash Sharma, whose been excellent this
season. Knowing that Tristan Stubbs
might not be able to read his leg-spin off
the wicket or off the hands, Rahul took
the task of keeping Suyash in check upon
himself. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lucknow 

T
he prolific Nicholas Pooran will have
his task cut out against a menacing
Mohammed Siraj in a battle of

equals as table toppers Gujarat Titans (GT)
take on hosts Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) in an Indian Premier League (IPL)
match here on Saturday. 

In sapping Lucknow heat, an enticing
battle is likely to ensue since there is not
much to choose between the two teams.
Titans have won four matches in a row to
sit pretty on top of the table (8 points) by
virtue of better net run-rate compared to
Delhi Capitals, which also has four victo-
ries in its kitty.

Lucknow Super Giants  are currently
fifth in a mid-table muddle with six
points but it is a side on upward curve at
the moment.

In all big battles, the important sub-plots
hold the key and in this match, it would
be a duel between tournament’ top scor-
er Pooran and Siraj, the best fast bowler
on view. With 288 runs, Pooran is on top
of the leader-board of run-getters, with
only one failure in five innings so far. The
24 sixes that he has smashed alongside 25
fours is a testimony to his dominance in
the shortest format.

A strike-rate of 225 will intimidate any
rival captain. Slotted at number three by
head coach Justin Langer and skipper
Rishabh Pant has worked perfectly for him.

But in Siraj, Pooran will face a crafty
operator, who has been brilliant in
Powerplay overs with 10 wickets in five
games so far. An economy rate of 7.70 is
more than decent if one factors in the pace
at which the game is moving.

The best part about Siraj’s bowling is his
ability to bowl the conventional Test-match
length first up with movement off the sur-
face. Hitting Siraj through the line during
the Powerplay overs is not always the eas-
iest of propositions and not just Pooran but
the two openers Aiden Markram and
Mitchell Marsh will also have to be care-
ful while playing him.

Kagiso Rabada’s absence has not really
hurt Titans as was the case in the last game
with an improved Prasidh Krishna (8 wick-
ets, ER 7.05) proving to be a revelation this
season. Left-arm spinner R Sai Kishore (10
wickets, ER 7.25) has in fact overshadowed
team’s premier spinner Rashid Khan (3
wickets, ER 10)

Add to it, head coach Ashish Nehra’s
uncanny ability to find specific roles for
unheralded bowlers like Arshad Khan or
Kulwant Khejroliya and it is not a surprise
that the Titans have one of the most effec-
tive attacks in this competition.

Rashid looked good against Royals the
other night and if he finds his rhythm,
Titans would be unstoppable.

Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant
yet to shine 
Shubman Gill and Rishabh Pant are two
class players but neither of the two skip-
pers have been able to set the Indian
Premier League stage on fire. 

Gill had a great 2023 season when he
scored 890 runs but since then his T20
game has tapered off a bit. He has not
exactly been at his free flowing best since
taking over the leadership role last season.
He has so far scored 148 runs at a strike-
rate of 146. B Sai Sudharsan (273) and Jos
Buttler (203) has done bulk of the
heavylifting at the top order.

Pant, the player auctioned at the high-
est price (`27 crore) in history of IPL, is
enduring a rough season so far. Only 19
runs across four innings is not a reflection
of his abilities.

If Gill and Pant get going, it will be a
treat for the weekend Lucknow crowd.

Teams 
Gujarat Titans: B Sai Sudharsan, Shubman
Gill (Captain), Jos Buttler (wk), Shahrukh
Khan, Sherfane Rutherford, Rahul Tewatia,
Rashid Khan, Kagiso Rabada,
Ravisrinivasan Sai Kishore, Mohammad
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Ishant Sharma,
Washington Sundar, Glenn Phillips, Anuj
Rawat, Mahipal Lomror, Arshad Khan,
Jayant Yadav, Nishant Sindhu, Kulwant
Khejroliya, Gerald Coetzee, Manav Suthar,
Kumar Kushagra, Gurnoor Brar, Karim
Janat. 
Lucknow Super Giants: Lucknow Super
Giants: Rishabh Pant (C and wk), David
Miller, Aiden Markram, Aryan Juyal (wk),
Himmat Singh, Matthew Breetzke,
Nicholas Pooran (wk), Mitchell Marsh,
Abdul Samad, Shahbaz Ahmed, Yuvraj
Chaudhary, Rajvardhan Hangargekar,
Arshin Kulkarni, Ayush Badoni, Shardul
Thakur, Avesh Khan, Akash Deep,
Manimaran Siddharth, Digvesh Rathi,
Akash Singh, Shamar Joseph, Prince
Yadav, Mayank Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

R
oyal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
mentor Dinesh Karthik conceded
that his side has received a “chal-

lenging” pitch at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium this season despite asking for a
batting friendly surface, adding that the
management will have a chat with the
curator soon.

RCB’s power-packed batting line-up
was rendered ineffective on a sluggish
deck in their two home games while get-
ting restricted to 169/8 and 163/7 against
Gujarat Titans and Delhi Capitals respec-
tively, losing both the fixtures. 

Karthik thinks the 22-yard strip has
deprived RCB of the home advantage at
a venue where matches have tradition-
ally been high-scoring. “In the first two
games, we have asked for good pitches.
But it’s turned out in this way where it’s
been challenging to bat on. So, we try to
do the best with whatever we get. But we
will obviously have a chat with him
(curator). We trust him to do his job,”
said Karthik in the post-match press con-
ference. “So, definitely, this is not a pitch
that’s helping the batters too much. It’s
a challenging pitch. So, that has been the
case so far in both the games that we have
played,” he added.

Karthik said big hits and boundaries
are an essential part of T20s, palatable
to all stakeholders. “I think the way T20

cricket is, the more runs there are, the
better it is for the broadcaster, the bet-
ter it is for the fans. They all like to see
boundaries. And we will try and do the
best of what we can,” he said.

The former India wicketkeeper batter
said while they try not to follow any par-
ticular template in a match, pitches such
as the one at the Chinnaswamy made it
tough for batters to even rotate the strike.

“I think with every pitch, we will try
and understand what’s the best way to
play. I don’t think we have one set tem-
plate that is how we want to go out there
and play. It’s important to adapt and

understand what the pitch is.
“But it’s been hard to, at times, rotate

strike. And the big shot has been really
hard as well. But in the end, it’s a T20.
You have to play some shots and that has
gotten the wicket of a few batters,” he
detailed.  Karthik said the slight drizzle
mid-way during DC’s innings helped the
pitch settle down, which made the vis-
itors’ job that much easier. 

“It was a bit sticky, the pitch. After the
first four overs, and up until the 13th
over, we were very much in the game.

With the bat, we did have a wobble, but
we found a way to get to a very decent
score. They were struggling at 50 for 4.

“In the first game (vs GT), there was
dew. So, it got a lot better to bat in the
second innings. Today, there was not as
much dew. Then, unluckily for us, a lit-
tle bit of rain came.”And then you could
see the difference in the pitch. The shots
that they played definitely were not pos-
sible in the first innings,” he explained.
Thus Karthik joins the likes of Lucknow
Super Giants and Chennai Super Kings
coaches Zaheer Khan and Stephen
Fleming in expressing displeasure over
the nature of pitches at their home sta-
diums. After LSG’s defeat to Punjab
Kings, Zaheer had said the curator
could have been from Punjab, while
Fleming said CSK have not been able to
read the pitch correctly for the last two
seasons and his side has lost the home
advantage. 

Young leg-spinner Suyansh Sharma
had a good 4-0-25-1 spell, and Karthik
saw a bright future for him.  “Suyash,
obviously, his average speed is probably
slightly higher. But it has helped the wrist
spinners in both the innings today. 

“Suyash is one that is bound to play
some higher cricket very soon with the
skill sets that he possesses. I also feel the
more revolutions you have given on this
pitch, the better it has been for the
bowlers,” he said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Hyderabad

D
esperate to arrest a worrying slide,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will be eager
to effect a turnaround when they

host a power-packed Punjab Kings in their
next IPL engagement here on Saturday.

Last season’s finalists, SRH began their
2025 campaign on a thunderous note,
racking up a mammoth 286 to disman-
tle Rajasthan Royals by 44 runs.

With an explosive batting line-up at
their disposal, the ‘Orange Army’ seemed
poised to become the first team to breach
the 300-run mark but their ultra-aggres-
sive approach has since backfired spectac-
ularly. In their last three matches, their
attack-at-all-costs strategy with the bat
yielded underwhelming totals of 163, 120,
and 152 resulting in crushing defeats, and
leaving them languishing at the bottom
of the points table. They have worst Net-
Run-Rate of -1.629 as of today.

With the bat, Sunrisers Hyderabad need
far more from their big names like Travis
Head, Abhishek Sharma, Ishan Kishan,
and Heinrich Klaasen.

Head and Sharma, who played a cru-
cial role in delivering explosive starts last
season, have failed to find their rhythm
this year. In fact, SRH’s best opening stand

so far is a paltry 15
Head’s performance has tailed off dra-

matically, returning scores of 67, 47, 22,
4 and 8. Abhishek, too, has struggled for
consistency, with a top score of just 24
across five innings. 

Kishan, after his unbeaten ton in the
opener, has looked a shadow of himself,
while SRH’s middle-order mainstay

Klaasen is yet to set the stage on fire.
Yet, the team appears committed to

sticking with their aggressive blueprint.
Head coach Daniel Vettori stressed on the
need for better game awareness rather
than a shift in philosophy after their last
defeat.  “I think we know the style is going
to work, but we have to respect conditions,
and we have to assess really well and that’s

probably something we have not done,”
Vettori said.  While Sunrisers Hyderabad’s
misfiring batting line-up has dominated
post-match discussions, their bowling unit
has not exactly lit up the tournament
either. The pace attack has failed to
make any meaningful impact. 

Despite the presence of seasoned cam-
paigners like Pat Cummins, Mohammed
Shami, and Harshal Patel, SRH have strug-
gled to make early inroads.

The struggles continue into the middle
overs, where they have failed to build pres-
sure or claim key breakthroughs.

In stark contrast, Punjab Kings are rid-
ing a wave of early season momentum
under the fresh leadership of Shreyas Iyer. 

The Indian star has led from the front
with the bat and displayed impressive tac-
tical nous, guiding his team to three wins
in four games as they sit at the fourth spot
on the points table.

Adding to their firepower is young sen-
sation Priyansh Arya. The rookie open-
er stunned fans and critics alike with a
breathtaking century against CSK where
most struggled to get going. 

While Arshdeep Singh, Lockie
Ferguson, Yuzvendra Chahal and Marco
Jansen have have done well in the bowl-
ing department. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Augusta

N
ick Dunlap had seen some big
numbers start creeping into his
game before he arrived at the

Masters. Nothing could have prepared him
for the amount of strokes he’d take in 18
holes on Thursday.

The 21-year-old Dunlap dropped five
shots over his final three holes of an already
nightmarish day to post a round of per-
fect bogey golf — 18-over 90. That made
him the first player in a decade, the third
under age 50 and the first under age 38 to
fail to break 90 at the Masters.

Dunlap, his eyes bloodshot and his face
ashen as he walked from the 18th green
to the scoring room to make his ugly score
official, did not speak to reporters after-
ward. “I have played with him a few times
this year, and what a great player, what a
great guy,” said Robert MacIntyre, whose
75 was the low score in a threesome that
also included Billy Horschel (77). 

“He was struggling out there today, (but)
his attitude was solid. He did not get in the
way. He did not lay off anything that was
going to affect his two other playing part-
ners because we have got a job to do. I feel
for him today, but he will come back.”

Ben Crenshaw was the last player to
shoot in the 90s when he opened his final
Masters appearance in 2015 with a 91 at
age 63.

Most of the players to shoot 90 or worse
were aging lions of the game. Masters
champions Doug Ford and Horton Smith
each did it twice. Charles “Chick” Evans
and Fred McLeod accepted midcentury
Masters invitations when they were
decades past their peak, and each posted
two scores beginning with a 9.

Dunlap had an unforgettable entry into
professional golf. Last January, he became
the first amateur since Phil Mickelson in
1991 to win on the PGA Tour with his tri-
umph at The American Express in the
California desert. After some deliberation,
he left Alabama to turn professional, and
he won again in July at the Barracuda

Championship. This year has been more
of a struggle. Dunlap shot 80 in the first
round at Bay Hill last month and anoth-
er 80 in the second round at the Players
Championship, part of a run of three
straight missed cuts before he arrived at
Augusta National.

On Wednesday, he said he was more
relaxed than he was last year in his
Masters debut. “Yeah, just able to enjoy it,
I’d say a little bit more. I think I was a lit-
tle bit more stressed out and a little bit
more tense last year,” Dunlap said.

The stress returned quickly when he
hooked his opening tee shot into the pine
straw, leading to bogey.

He dropped his driver after semi-
shanking his tee shot on the short par-4
third, pointing to the right dejectedly as
he yelled “Fore!” On the par-4 fifth,
another flare to the right forced him to take
two shots to escape the trees, leading to
double bogey. After four pars in his next
five holes, he found the pond with his
approach to the par-4 11th. He didn’t even
watch as his tee shot on the par-3 12th
missed short and right and rolled back into
the water. He found water again on No. 16. 

Needing bogey on the 18th to break 90,
he drove it left, punched it out too far and
took four shots to reach the green.

Dunlap wasn’t the only player to post a
scorecard littered with big numbers on
Thursday. But Nicolai Hojgaard also threw
in enough low ones to keep his respectable.

Like Dunlap, Hojgaard had three dou-
ble bogeys through 12 holes — and only
two pars. He also had five birdies in a six-
hole stretch on the front nine.

After an eagle on the par-5 15th, the 24-
year-old from Denmark had a chance to
get back to even, but he closed with three
straight bogeys for a 76.

“I was very proud of how I
fought back,” said Hojgaard, who’s playing
in his second Masters and first alongside
his twin brother, Rasmus. 

“I think that’s something I’ll
remember for long time, that you have a
bad start and always bounce back.”

SRH aim comeback against Punjab IPL: Gujarat Titans take
on Lucknow Super Giants

Dinesh Karthik lauds Rahul’s knock against RCB

We asked for good pitches but got
challenging ones, says RCB mentor

Masters: Dunlap becomes
youngest to shoot 90

Man United draw 2-2 against Lyon in Europa League 

PCB bans Corbin
Bosch for one
year from PSL
for breaching
contract
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Islamabad

T
he Pakistan Cricket Board has
banned Corbin Bosch from playing
in its Super League competition for

one year after the South African all-
rounder withdrew from the event to sign
for an Indian Premier League team.

Bosch was picked by Pakistan Super
League franchise Peshawar Zalmi in
January’s draft, but Mumbai Indians then
snapped him up as an injury replacement
for South African Lizaad Williams.

Both T20 competitions are clashing this
year. Bosch’s withdrawal prompted the
PCB to serve a legal notice, alleging
breach of contract. “The all-rounder will
serve a one-year ban and will not be eli-
gible for selection in next year’s Pakistan
Super League,” the PCB said in a statement
on Thursday. Bosch said, “I deeply regret
my decision … and offer my sincere apolo-
gies to the people of Pakistan, the fans of
Peshawar Zalmi and the wider cricket
community.  “I fully understand the dis-
appointment caused by my actions ... But
I am committed to learning from this expe-
rience and hope to return to the PSL in the
future with renewed dedication and the
trust of the fans.”

It was a bit sticky, the pitch.
After the first four overs, and

up until the 13th over, we (RCB)
were very much in the game

— DINESH KARTHIK, RCB MENTOR
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A
ctress Trisha has boldly responded to the trolls
targeting her on social media, expressing her
disdain for such negativity and the impact it has

on both the individuals involved and those around
them. Taking to Instagram, the actress posted a
strong message condemning the behavior of trolls. In
her story, Trisha wrote, “Shabaaaaa…Toxic people,
how do you guys do life or sleep well? Does sitting on
social media and posting nonsensical stuff about
others really make your day?”
She continued with a poignant statement, adding,
“Really feel terrible for you guys and the people you
live with or are surrounded by. Anonymous
cowardice indeed! God bless you all really!”
Trisha’s post comes shortly after the release of her
much-anticipated film Good Bad Ugly, which features
her alongside actor Ajith Kumar. While the film has
garnered positive reviews overall, Trisha’s
performance has sparked mixed reactions. Some
fans have praised her portrayal, while others have
voiced disappointment, claiming it didn’t meet
expectations. In the face of such criticism, Trisha’s
response highlights her resilience and refusal to be
swayed by online negativity.

Academy introduces
stunt design Oscar;

Rajamouli celebrates
RRR’s inclusion

I
n a historic move, the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences has announced the
inclusion of a brand-new category—Best

Achievement in Stunt Design—set to debut at
the 100th Academy Awards in 2028. The
announcement, made on April 10, has sparked
widespread excitement among filmmakers and
stunt professionals across the globe.

One of the most thrilled voices came from
Indian filmmaker SS Rajamouli, whose glob-
ally acclaimed 2022 epic RRR was featured in
the official poster shared by The Academy. The
artwork highlighted key action moments
from RRR, Everything Everywhere All at Once

and Mission Impossible, with the bold new title:
Stunt Design Oscar.

The RRR visual, none other than the now-
iconic tiger fight scene, a sequence that
helped cement the film’s reputation as a land-
mark in action cinema.

Reacting to the announcement, Rajamouli
expressed both joy and gratitude in a heartfelt
message on X (formerly Twitter):

“At last!! After a 100 year wait!!! Ecstatic for
the new Oscars stunt design category for the
films releasing in 2027! Huge thanks to
David Leitch, Chris O’Hara and the stunt
community for making this historic recogni-
tion possible, and to @TheAcademy, CEO Bill
Kramer, and President Janet Yang for honor-
ing the power of stunt work. Thrilled to see
#RRRMovie’s action visual shining in the
announcement!”

The new Oscar category marks a significant
milestone for the film industry, acknowledg-
ing the high-risk, high-skill artistry that
goes into crafting some of cinema’s most exhil-
arating moments. Stunt work has long been
a vital yet overlooked element of filmmaking,
and this development is being hailed as a long-
overdue recognition.

The Academy, in their official post, stated:
“Stunts have always been part of the magic

of movies. Now, they’re part of the Oscars.”
The category will debut at the centennial edi-

tion of the Oscars in 2028, honoring films
released in 2027. Meanwhile, According to lat-
est reports, filmmaker SS Rajamouli is report-
edly aiming for a March 25, 2027 release for his
much-anticipated project SSMB29, starring
Mahesh Babu. The choice of date holds special
significance, as it coincides with the fifth
anniversary of RRR, Rajamouli’s blockbuster epic
featuring Ram Charan and Jr NTR. If finalised,
this release date would not only mark a major
cinematic event but also serve as a symbolic nod
to the director's previous global success.

CHIRANJEEVI CALLS NEPHEW’S SURVIVAL A
DIVINE MIRACLE AFTER FIRE ACCIDENT

V
eteran actor Chiranjeevi took
to social media to share an
update on the recovery of his

young nephew, Mark Shankar, the
eight-year-old son of actor-politician
Pawan Kalyan. Mark had been
injured in a fire accident at his
school in Singapore, suffering burns

on his hands and legs and develop-
ing breathing difficulties due to
smoke inhalation.

In his emotional post, Chiranjeevi
revealed that Mark had been dis-
charged from the hospital and was
now back home with his family.
However, he emphasised that the child

still requires time to fully recover.
Expressing his gratitude, Chiranjeevi
shared that the family believed the
boy’s survival was nothing short of
divine intervention, especially with the
auspicious occasion of Hanuman
Jayanti approaching.

The actor also highlighted the

family’s  faith in their deity,
Anjaneya Swamy, hoping for a
speedy recovery for Mark. “With
the blessings of our family deity,
Anjaneya Swamy, we believe that
Mark will soon return to complete
health,” he wrote.

Chiranjeevi further appealed to the

people of Ayya villages and sur-
rounding areas to support the fam-
ily with prayers for Mark’s swift
recovery. His heartfelt message con-
cluded with gratitude towards their
well-wishers: “On behalf of me,
younger brother Kalyan Babu  and
our family, we thank you all.”

Pawan Kalyan’s Hari Hara Veera
Mallu set for May 9 release 

P
owerstar Pawan Kalyan is all set
to roar back to the big screen
with Hari Hara Veera Mallu, a

magnum opus poised to be one of
Indian cinema’s most talked-about
releases this year. The historical action
drama is officially locked for a world-
wide release on May 9, 2025 and the
final leg of production is in full swing.
The team is racing against time with
dubbing, re-recording and VFX work
progressing at breakneck speed. Every
visual element is being carefully craft-
ed and every sound finely tuned to
bring to life the legend of Veera Mallu
in a cinematic experience that promis-
es scale, soul and spectacle.

The film’s director A.M. Jyothi
Krishna, who took over the reins

amidst pandemic delays and lead actor
Pawan Kalyan’s political commitments,
has been relentlessly leading the pro-
ject’s final phase. Over the last seven
months, he has been deeply involved
in all aspects of post-production—edit-
ing, VFX and wrapping the remaining
shoot schedules. His swift, hands-on
approach has infused the project with
renewed energy, bringing it to the fin-
ish line in record time.

In Hari Hara Veera Mallu, Pawan
Kalyan takes on the role of a fierce out-
law on a daring mission to steal the Koh-
i-Noor diamond from the Mughal
empire. It’s a character laced with fire and
fury, and the actor is said to be in one of
his most intense and powerful avatars yet.
The film unfolds against the backdrop of

a larger battle for dharma, and the mak-
ers have declared that this isn’t just a
story—it’s a revolution. With adrenaline-
pumping action, emotional depth, and
sweeping visuals, the film aims to rede-
fine the big-screen experience.

The ensemble cast adds further
weight to the film’s ambitious vision.
Bobby Deol brings his signature swag-
ger and intensity as the Mughal emper-
or, delivering a powerful antagonist per-
formance that fans have eagerly await-
ed since his turn in Animal. Nidhhi
Agerwal plays the female lead, while
veteran actors Satyaraj and Jisshu
Sengupta lend gravitas to the story’s dra-
matic core. The film also benefits from
the expertise of an acclaimed technical
crew. M.M. Keeravani, the Oscar-win-

ning composer behind RRR, is crafting
the soundtrack, which is already being
described as a musical milestone.
Cinematographer Manoj Paramahamsa
is capturing the grandeur of the peri-
od with striking visuals, while art
director Thota Tharani has built a world
that feels as majestic as it is immersive.

Produced by A. Dayakar Rao and
presented by A.M. Rathnam under the
Mega Surya Productions banner, Hari
Hara Veera Mallu is being released in
Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, Kannada and
Malayalam, with a massive overseas
rollout in the pipeline. After years of
delays and sky-high expectations, the
wait is finally over. Come May 9, audi-
ences worldwide will witness the rise of
Veera Mallu—warrior, rebel, legend.

Ravi Teja launches soulful
track Iru Kanulu Kanulu

from Shashtipoorthi

M
ass Maharaja Ravi Teja
recently launched the soul-
ful track Iru Kanulu Kanulu

from the upcoming film
Shashtipoorthi, a heartwarming fam-
ily entertainer featuring Rupeysh in
the lead. The film brings back the
beloved Ladies Tailor duo—Rajendra
Prasad and Archana—reuniting
them on the big screen in key roles.

Speaking at the launch, Ravi Teja
expressed his admiration for the
melody, calling it a “beautiful tune”
and extending warm wishes to the
entire team. “Shashtipoorthi looks like
a feel-good family entertainer. I’m
sure it will be something special, espe-
cially with my dear brother Rajendra
Prasad part of it,” he shared.

The song Iru Kanulu Kanulu, com-
posed by the legendary Ilaiyaraaja, is

sung by SP Charan and Vibhavari
Apte Joshi. It beautifully captures the
blossoming romance between
Rupeysh and Aakanksha Singh, set
against the picturesque backdrop of
Rajahmundry. The visuals, enriched
by the natural beauty of the Godavari
region, are complemented by the
poetic lyrics penned by Rehman.

Director Pavan Prabha expressed his
gratitude to the creative team, includ-
ing lyricist Rehman, celebrated art
director Thota Tharani, and actor-pro-
ducer Rupeysh, for shaping the song’s
aesthetics. The film’s first song, Yedo
Ye Janmalodo, was released earlier and
also received a positive response for its
nostalgic feel and stunning visuals.
Shashtipoorthi is produced under the
banner of Maa Aaie Productions,
with cinematography by Ram Reddy.

‘If Sunny’s fists are fire, my
score is the storm fueling Jaat’

M
usic director S. Thaman’s work on
Sunny Deol’s latest film Jaat has been
generating as much buzz as the

standout performances delivered by the
cast. Widely praised for his pulsating back-
ground score in the film, Thaman reveals that
he approached the music not merely as an
accompaniment, but as a vital character with-
in the narrative.

“If Sunny Deol’s fists are the fire in Jaat,
then my background score is the storm that
fuels that inferno,” Thaman states. From the
opening frame, the music makes its pres-

ence felt—an invisible energy that drives the
film’s drama and amplifies the stakes of
every confrontation.

Thaman’s keen sense of rhythm and
mood is unmistakable throughout Jaat.
The score powers every slow-motion entry,
every impactful dialogue and each tension-
filled face-off, intertwining with the visuals
to intensify the emotional tempo of the film.
“I didn’t want the music to simply mirror
the visuals. I aimed to charge alongside
them, turning the score into a character in
its own right.”

Renowned for blending mellifluous
melodies with adrenaline-pumping compo-
sitions, Thaman underscores the meticulous
effort behind every element of the sound-
track. “Every thump of the dhol, every stab
of the synth, and even the deliberate silences
were crafted to echo the rage, pride and raw
energy of the Jaat spirit,” he says. He express-
es gratitude for the enthusiastic response, not-
ing that audiences have embraced the mix of
rural textures with modern aggression and
chaotic patterns. “My goal was to make the
music feel like it’s punching through the
screen right along with Sunny sir,” Thaman
concludes.

Directed by Telugu f i lmmaker
Gopichand Malineni, Jaat stars Sunny
Deol alongside Randeep Hooda, Vineet
Kumar Singh, Saiyami Kher and Regina
Cassandra. The film’s visual storytelling is
enhanced by Rishi Punjabi’s cinematogra-
phy and Navin Nooli’s precise editing, mak-
ing Jaat a complete sensory experience.

‘After the love I received
for my last song, I'm
excited for audiences 
to experience this one’

T
amannaah Bhatia is turning up the heat in the newly
released dance number Nasha from the highly
anticipated thriller Raid 2. With a pulsing beat and a

sizzling performance, the track is already making waves
ahead of the film’s theatrical release on May 1.
The actress, known for her captivating screen presence,
described Nasha as a track that immediately pulls you in.
“There’s something magnetic about Nasha—it’s the kind of
track that grabs you from the first beat,” she shared.
Composed by the White Noise Collective, Nasha is a high-

energy number that blends pulsating rhythms with a
bold, infectious vibe. Lending their voices to the

track are powerhouse singers Jasmine
Sandlas, Sachet Tandon and Divya Kumar,
with lyrics penned by hitmaker Jaani.

Tamannaah adds that it’s not just a song,
but an experience. “The rhythm, the
energy, the vibe—everything just comes

together seamlessly. After the love I
received for my last song, I’m

excited for audiences to
experience this one. It’s bold,

it’s infectious and it’s got
that undeniable groove,”

she said. The actress
also shared the music
video in collaboration
with T-Series Films on

Instagram, captioning
it, “Ye #Nasha kabhi na

utre, har dil ki ek hi
@tamannaahspeaks!”—a playful

nod to the track's addictive charm.
Directed by Raj Kumar Gupta, Raid 2

boasts a stellar ensemble cast
including Ajay Devgn, Riteish

Deshmukh, Vaani Kapoor, Supriya
Pathak, Saurabh Shukla and Amit Sial.
The film is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Kumar Mangat Pathak,
Abhishek Pathak and Krishan Kumar,
and presented by Gulshan Kumar and
T-Series. Following the success of the
2018 hit Raid, this sequel is expected
to raise the stakes with its gripping
narrative and powerful perfor-
mances. Aside from Raid 2,
Tamannaah is also gearing up for her
upcoming release Odela 2, a follow-
up to the 2022 Telugu crime thriller
Odela Railway Station. In this
sequel, she will portray the role of
Shivashakti, adding a fresh

dimension to the storyline. Directed
by Ashok Teja, the film is slated to
hit theatres on April 17.

Trisha takes a stand 
against trolls, calls them
‘ANONYMOUS COWARDS’
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