
Gottipati opens
slew of projects
Energy Minister Gottipati Ravi
Kumar visited Addanki on Monday
and took part in several
developmental activities across
Santamaguluru Mandal. The
minister inaugurated various
projects aimed at strengthening
infrastructure and enhancing
public amenities in the region.
Among the key projects launched
were the NTR Park and a water
plant, built at a cost of Rs 10 lakh,
to provide both recreational
facilities and safe drinking water to
residents. He also inaugurated
newly laid cement concrete (CC)
roads worth...
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A papal visit that
could not fructify
Pope Francis was likely to visit
India next year but his sojourn
could not materialise after he
breathed his last on Monday.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
Pope Francis twice -- in 2021 and
2024 -- and extended an invitation
for him to visit India that the
pontiff had accepted. Union
minister George Kurian, who
visited Vatican City last December,
said the much-awaited visit was
expected to take place after the
celebrations of the jubilee year of
Jesus Christ's birth by the Catholic
Church in 2025...

Investors' wealth
swells by Rs 32L cr 
Investors' wealth soared by Rs 32
lakh crore in the five-day stock
rally to Monday powered by
foreign fund inflows and a broad-
based gains in equities. On
Monday, the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 855.30 points or 1.09 per
cent to settle above the 79,000
mark at 79,408.50. In the past
five-days, the BSE barometer
zoomed 5,561.35 points or 7.53
per cent. The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms surged by Rs
32,03,295.8 crore to Rs
4,25,85,629.02 crore (USD 5
trillion) in five...

IPL: Delhi Capitals
take on LSG  
Delhi Capitals (DC) will expect a
more productive effort from their
openers when they visit the ‘City of
Nawabs’ to face an increasingly
confident Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) in an IPL match here on
Tuesday. The Capitals’ opening has
been a bit of roulette so far this
season with Faf du Plessis, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Abhishek Porel
and the latest entrant Karun Nair
coming in at the pole position.
In fact, in the last five matches
they had three different opening
combinations between those four
batters, producing...
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Rana Daggubati becomes first
Indian celebrity to attend 
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There is information that the BRS
President’s post will be given to BCs. I
welcome the decision of the BRS to
give its president post to a BC leader.
This is the result of the Congress’s
caste survey. The BRS should
reveal whether it will
conduct the silver jubilee
celebrations in the name
of the TRS or as the
BRS, as the BRS was
formed only a few
years ago

- Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy, Bhongir MP P4

CS Vijayanand reviews
steps for prestigious
event in City

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh is set to host the
prestigious 4th meeting of the
Group of Ministers (GoM) on
Power Sector Reforms for the first
time on Tuesday, April 22, in
Vijayawada. The high-level meeting
will be chaired by Shripad Yesso
Naik, Union Minister of State for
Power and New & Renewable
Energy.

In preparation for the nationally
significant event, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Secretary and Special Chief
Secretary (Energy), K Vijayanand,
conducted a comprehensive review
of the arrangements. 

He emphasised the need for
seamless coordination to ensure the
smooth conduct of the meeting,
which is expected to help shape the
future direction of power sector
reforms in the country.

During the review meeting held
on Monday, Vijayanand interacted
with senior officials, including
APTRANSCO JMD Kirthi Chekuri
and APCPDCL CMD AKV
Bhaskar, instructing them to ensure
foolproof arrangements.

Highlighting the progress made
by Andhra Pradesh in the power
sector under the leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
and Energy Minister Gottipati Ravi
Kumar, Vijayanand noted that the
state was chosen as the host by the
Ministry of Power in recognition of
its reform initiatives.

Continued  on  Page  2
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The Andhra Pradesh police have
taken liquor scam accused
Kasireddy Rajasekhar Reddy into
custody at Shamshabad airport in
Hyderabad.

Acting on a tip-off that Kasireddy
was arriving at Shamshabad airport,
a Special Investigation Team (SIT)
of the AP police rushed to the loca-
tion and detained him as soon as he
exited the terminal. According to
reliable sources, he is being brought
to Vijayawada. Kasireddy
Rajasekhar Reddy is a prime
accused in the AP liquor scam and
had been evading arrest for the past
few days. Sources revealed that he

had arrived from Goa.
In a video message released ear-

lier, Kasireddy had stated that he
would appear before SIT officials at
11 am on Tuesday. At the airport, he
reportedly reiterated his intention to
present himself for questioning on
Tuesday. However, the police,
expressing a lack of trust in his
assurances, proceeded to detain
him. It is learnt that the police sus-
pect he may have planned to flee the
country using a fake passport.

Kasireddy’s advocates had already
filed anticipatory bail petitions in
the AP High Court, which were
subsequently rejected. Interestingly,
another accused in the case, former
MP V. Vijayasai Reddy, appeared
before the SIT a couple of days ago.

During his appearance, Vijayasai
Reddy alleged that Kasireddy is the
mastermind behind the scam. In
response to these accusations,
Kasireddy stated in his video mes-
sage that since his anticipatory bail
petition is under judicial consider-
ation, he preferred not to comment
further.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

On the second day of his official visit to Gujarat,
Minister Narayana and his delegation continued
their study tour, focusing on solid waste manage-
ment and the development of sports infrastruc-
ture.

In the morning, the team visited the Jindal Solid
Waste Management Plant at Gyaspur. The min-
ister and accompanying officials observed the
innovative processes at the facility, where electric-
ity and paver blocks are generated from solid waste.

Plant officials briefed the delegation on daily
operations and the methods employed to process
large volumes of waste received at the plant.

Later, the team visited the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad. Officials from the
Gujarat Sports Department presented insights into
the rapid construction of the world-class stadium,
which was completed in just nine months, high-
lighting the state’s capabilities in swift infrastruc-
ture development. Impressed by the visit, Minister
Narayana said the Andhra Pradesh government
aims to build a large-scale cricket stadium as part
of the proposed Sports City in Amaravati. He
emphasised the need for similar state-of-the-art
sports facilities in the capital region.

Following the visit, the minister and his team
returned to Vijayawada, marking the conclusion
of their successful study tour in Gujarat.

AP team ends Guj
tour with focus
on sports infra

l The team headed by
MA & UD Minister 
P Narayana toured the
Jindal Solid Waste
Management Plant in
Gyaspur, where
electricity and paver
blocks are produced
from waste.

l Officials explained the
plant's daily
operations and waste
decomposition
methods.

l The delegation also
visited the Narendra
Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad and
learned about its rapid
nine-month
construction.

l Inspired by the visit,
the Minister
announced plans to
build a major cricket
stadium in
Amaravati’s proposed
Sports City.

Pope Francis dies at 88
n VATICAN CITY (AP) 

Pope Francis, history's first Latin
American pontiff who charmed the
world with his humble style and
concern for the poor but alienated
conservatives with critiques of
capitalism and climate change, died
Monday. He was 88. Bells tolled in
church towers across Rome after the
announcement, which was read out by
Cardinal Kevin Ferrell, the Vatican
camerlengo, from the chapel of the

Domus Santa Marta, where Francis
lived. “At 7:35 this morning, the
Bishop of Rome, Francis, returned to
the home of the Father. His entire life
was dedicated to the service of the
Lord and of his Church? Ferrell said.
Francis, who suffered from chronic
lung disease and had part of one lung
removed as a young man, was
admitted to Gemelli hospital on Feb.
14, 2025, for a respiratory crisis that
developed into double pneumonia. 

Continued  on  Page  2

India announces 3-day
state mourning 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government on Monday
announced a three-day state
mourning as a mark of
respect on the passing away
of Pope Francis. 

Continued  on  Page  2
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Ecoren Energy India Pvt Ltd’s aston-
ishingly swift expansion across
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana has
become the subject of murmurs -
and mounting concern - within
political and bureaucratic circles in
both Telugu states.

While private investment is a
welcome catalyst for growth, the
pace at which Ecoren’s projects are
being cleared has drawn sharp
scrutiny. The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment recently granted rapid
green clearance to Ecoren for ener-
gy projects valued at Rs 1,651 crore
in Anantapur and Sri Sathya Sai dis-
tricts. Shortly thereafter, Ananthapur
Energy Pvt Ltd - a firm in which
Lakshmi Prasad Yerneni serves as
Director and is reportedly linked to
Ecoren - secured another Rs 970
crore in project approvals. Several
other Yerneni-associated compa-

nies have also received green lights
in recent months, further fuelling
speculation.

What has truly set alarm bells
ringing is Yerneni’s reported prox-

imity to Lingamaneni Ramesh, a
long-time associate of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan. CM

Naidu has famously resided in
Ramesh’s riverfront guest house for
years, and the latter is also known to
maintain friendly relations with
Pawan Kalyan. The confluence of
political clout and business interest
is leading many to question whether
the approvals are purely procedur-
al or politically charged.

Ecoren’s ambitions aren’t limited
to Andhra Pradesh Just months
after its windfall in AP, the compa-
ny signed a staggering Rs 27,000
crore Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the
Telangana government to develop
wind-solar hybrid energy projects
across several districts.

Yet, the scale and speed of Ecoren’s
deals have prompted scepticism
over the company’s financial and
operational capacity. One senior
IAS officer, speaking anonymously,
warned that Andhra Pradesh has
seen similar cases before -where

grand investment promises were
used as a pretext to acquire public
land, only for the projects to be
shelved or sold on. He cautioned
against overlooking the risk of inflat-
ed valuations and unfulfilled com-
mitments.

Doubts have also emerged over
whether the Telangana government
undertook thorough due diligence
before entering into such a massive
agreement. The episode bears an
unsettling resemblance to the Ursa
Clusters controversy, in which sim-
ilar cross-state deals eventually
unravelled. With major projects
and land allocations now under the
spotlight, Ecoren’s rise is being seen
by some not as a green energy rev-
olution, but a politically tinted busi-
ness manoeuvre. Whether it’s legit-
imate enterprise or leverage by
proxy, the coming months will like-
ly reveal if the power surge is real -
or merely smoke and mirrors.

Ecoren’s meteoric rise sparks row in Telugu states  
POWER PLAY OR POLITICAL PUSH?

Ecoren Energy’s
whirlwind project
approvals and
billion-pound MoUs
in AP and Telangana
raise questions over
political links,
investor credibility,
and the risk of déjà
vu from past
controversies.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Government has
drawn sharp public and political
scrutiny over its recent land alloca-
tions, particularly the sanction of land
to TCS and Ursa Clusters Private
Limited in Visakhapatnam. While
TCS’s land grant was swiftly for-
malised, the allocation to Ursa Clusters
has run into a cloud of controversy.

On Monday, the IT Department
issued official orders granting 21.26
acres to the Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) at IT Hill-3 in
Visakhapatnam. The government
approved the allocation at a throw-
away lease rate of just 99 paise per
acre, translating to an effective rate
of 4.71 paise per square yard — a
move that raised eyebrows.

TCS has promised an investment
of Rs 1,370 crore and employment
for 12,000 people over a five-to-six-

year horizon through the develop-
ment of a large-scale IT campus.
However, what has stirred greater
debate is the same-day Cabinet
approval granted to Ursa Clusters Pvt
Ltd, a relatively unknown company,
for a massive 60-acre land parcel —
3.5 acres in IT Hill-3 SEZ Park and
56.36 acres in Kapuluppada.

Despite receiving Cabinet clear-
ance alongside the TCS proposal, no
GO has been issued for Ursa
Clusters, amid widespread criticism
over the scale of the allocation.

Continued  on  Page  2

Liquor scam: SIT takes
Kasireddy into custody

Eluru’s first
Collector wins
PM’s Award

PNS n VIJAYAWADA/DELHI

V Prasanna Venkatesh, former
Collector of Eluru, has been con-
ferred with the Prime Minister’s
Award for Excellence in Public
Administration for 2023—one of
the highest honours for civil ser-
vants in the country.

The award was presented in
New Delhi during the 17th Civil
Services Day celebrations, recognis-
ing Venkatesh’s outstanding work in
strengthening governance and pub-
lic service delivery during his
tenure as Eluru’s first Collector. He
held the post for over two years.

Continued  on  Page  2

Pope Francis
inspired

millions: Naidu
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday condoled the
passing of Pope Francis and said
he inspired millions through his
humility, compassion and mes-
sage of peace.

History's f irst Latin
American pontiff,  who
charmed the world with his
humble style and concern for
the poor but alienated conser-
vatives with critiques of capital-
ism and climate change, Pope
Francis died on Monday at the
age of 88.

"On behalf of the people of
Andhra Pradesh, I extend our
heartfelt condolences to the
global Catholic community and
all those touched by his (Pope)
profound legacy," said Naidu in
a post on 'X'.

According to the CM, Pope
Francis was a beacon of hope,
who guided humanity with love
and kindness.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In anticipation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Amaravati
on 2 May to restart the State capi-
tal development works, a high-level
coordination meeting was held in
Vijayawada on Monday. Ministers
and senior officials from various
departments took part in the review.

Finance Minister Payyavula
Keshav urged all departments to
work in close coordination to ensure
the smooth conduct of the Prime
Minister’s visit. He emphasised that
there should be no lapses in provid-
ing essential facilities such as drink-
ing water and food for attendees. He
also directed officials to upgrade the
approach roads leading to the pub-

lic meeting venue. Municipal
Administration Minister P.
Narayana instructed the police and
other departments to ensure smooth
traffic flow on the day of the visit.

He cautioned against repeating
logistical issues witnessed during
the Prime Minister’s earlier visits
to Chilakaluripet  and
Visakhapatnam, and stressed the
need for well-organised public
amenities.

Civil Supplies Minister Nadendla
Manohar reiterated the need for
seamless inter-departmental coordi-
nation to make the visit a success.

Chief Secretary K. Vijayanand
briefed attendees on the tentative
itinerary. According to the plan,
Prime Minister Modi will arrive at

Gannavaram Airport at 3:00 PM
and then proceed by helicopter to a
helipad near the State Secretariat.
From there, he will undertake a 1.2
km roadshow to the main event
venue behind the Secretariat. The
roadshow will feature cultural per-
formances and public participa-
tion. 

The main programme at
Amaravati Pavilion will begin at 3:45
PM and conclude by 5:00 PM, after
which the Prime Minister will return
to Gannavaram Airport.

Nodal officer Veerapandian gave
a PowerPoint presentation on the
arrangements. Ten parking zones
with drinking water and public
facilities are being set up. Separate
routes via Karakatta and Seed Axis
roads have been earmarked for
VIPs, while the general public can
access the venue through six routes
from Vijayawada and Guntur.
Temporary routes are also being
developed to ease congestion. All
roads are being repaired to ensure
they are pothole-free and free of bot-
tlenecks.

Officials have been tasked with
ensuring the smooth distribution of
food and beverages, including water,
buttermilk, fruits, snacks and meals,
for people arriving from different
districts.

Amaravati gears up for PM’s visit

CM to meet Union
ministers today

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu is expected to meet a string
of Union Ministers in New Delhi
on April 22, the TDP said on
Monday.

Naidu left for Europe with his
family on April 16 and is expect-
ed to arrive in New Delhi around
midnight on Monday.

"CM Chandrababu Naidu will
meet several union ministers in
New Delhi tomorrow. Returning
from a personal trip abroad with
his family, he will arrive at Delhi
airport around midnight on
Monday," the TDP release said.

On Tuesday, Naidu is expected
to hold discussions with key union
ministers on critical issues and
ongoing projects concerning
Andhra Pradesh.

AP to host national meet on
power sector reforms today

AP gives land for TCS at 99 paise per
acre; no nod so far for Ursa Clusters
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Updated: April 21, 2025 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly Sunny 

Temp: 39
oc

Humidity: 66%
Sunrise: 5:48 AM
Sunset: 6:24 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha 

Tithi: 
Navami: Apr 21 06:58 PM

to Apr 22 06:13 PM
Dashami: Apr 22 06:13 PM

to Apr 23 04:43 PM

Nakshatram: 
Shravana: Apr 21 12:37 PM

to Apr 22 12:44 PM
Dhanishta: Apr 22 12:44 PM

to Apr 23 12:07 PM

Rahukalam: 3:22 PM to 4:56 PM

Yamagandam:  9:06 AM to 10:40 AM

Varjyam: 04:38 PM to 06:11 PM

Gulika: 12:14 PM to 1:48 PM

Amritakalam: 01:59 AM to 03:33 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:49 AM to 12:39 PM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Arun Kumar Jain, General
Manager, South Central
Railway (SCR), presented the
General Manager’s ‘Employee
of the Month’ Safety Awards
for March 2025 to three
employees of the Vijayawada
Division for their alertness
and timely action in prevent-
ing unsafe conditions. The
awards were presented on
Monday during a virtual safe-
ty meeting.

Narendra A Patil, Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM),
Vijayawada Division, attended the
meeting along with Principal
Heads of Departments from Rail
Nilayam, Secunderabad, and
DRMs of the five other Divisions—
Guntakal, Guntur, Secunderabad,
Hyderabad and Nanded—from
their respective offices.

The General Manager
reviewed the safety prepared-

ness of the Zone and instruct-
ed officials to conduct regular
safety drives and night inspec-
tions to identify deficiencies in
the system, ensure staff alert-

ness and prevent untoward
incidents. DRM Patil congrat-
ulated the staff for their vigi-
lance and prompt action while
on duty.

RECIPIENTS OF THE AWARD
l T.V.M.U. Maheswar, Station Superintendent, Denduluru, Operating

Department, for detecting flames beneath the B-2 coach of Train
No. 11019 Konark Express while it was passing through the
section. The train was immediately brought to a halt by
exchanging danger and hand signals.

l K. Nathaniel, Pointsman, Rajahmundry, Operating Department, for
noticing flames underneath a wagon of a stationary goods train at
Rajahmundry. He promptly informed the Station Master and
extinguished the fire using the fire extinguisher available at the
station.

l Lokesh Kumar, Train Manager, Rajahmundry, Operating
Department, for spotting smoke coming from a wagon of a
passing goods train at Denduluru. He immediately alerted the Loco
Pilot and requested the train be stopped. Upon examination, the
wagon was found to have symptoms of a hot axle. The train was
moved at minimal speed, and the affected wagon was detached,
thereby averting a potential mishap.

‘Employee oof tthe MMonth’ aawards ffor 33 rrailmen

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former MLA Malladi
Vishnu expressed profound
concern and outrage over the
recent deaths of star tortois-
es at the Sri Kurmam temple
in Srikakulam, terming the
incident a grave sacrilege.
The coalition government’s
negligence has led to a series
of attacks on Hindu dharma,
the deaths of approximately
15 tortoises, revered as
embodiments of Lord
Vishnu, as a direct result of
the Endowments
Department’s failure. Vishnu
criticised the authorities for
cremating the tortoises
behind the temple’s Executive
Officer’s office without con-
ducting post-mortems, sup-

pressing the incident. He
contrasted this with the
YSRCP government’s prac-
tice of numbering and med-
ically monitoring tortoises,
highlighting the current
administration’s inability to
protect even 200 tortoises at
the sacred site.

The coalition govern-
ment's undermining of
Hindu sentiments through
repeated desecrations at

sacred sites, including the
deaths of cows at TTD’s
goshala in Tirupati, adulter-
ation of Tirupati laddus, and
incidents like the demolition
of the kashinayana temple in
Kadapa and deaths during
Vaikuntha Ekadasi. He
pointed to ongoing sacrile-
gious acts at Tirumala, such
as devotees wearing
footwear, filming reels, and
using drones, alongside
inadequate facilities for pil-
grims and a recent gold
theft in Tirumala’s parking
area.

Vishnu stated that the gov-
ernment’s failure to appoint an
Executive Officer for
Vijayawada’s Kanaka Durga
temple exemplifies its admin-
istrative lapses. 

YSRCP condemns ‘sacrilege’
at Sri Kurmam temple

A
ll main national polit-
ical parties have
surprisingly decid-

ed to appoint leaders
from South India.
Leaders hailing from the
south are now in the dri-
ving seats of most main-
line parties. This develop-
ment assumes significance in
the national political scenario.
Actually, these parties chose
their leaders due to different
reasons. But it is a rare thing
that all national political par-
ties are now having southern
leaders.

Now, Marian Alexander
Baby, aka MA Baby, has been
appointed as the General
Secretary of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). This
development made people
turn nostalgic as similar inci-
dents had taken place in the
past. The main opposition
party in the Lok Sabha is
moving along under the lead-
ership of southern stalwart
Mallikarjuna Kharge. The
Congress eventually reached a
situation that made it

inevitable to have
leaders from outside

the Nehru family. With
things going bad for
the Congress, it had to

choose a leader
from Karnataka. Hailing

from the downtrodden
classes, Kharge was found fit
to head the party, and he
assumed charge with the
blessings of Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi, unlike PV
Narasimha Rao, who took
over the reins after the assas-
sination of Rajiv Gandhi.
Despite lacking the Nehru
family’s blessings, PVN man-
aged to remain in the saddle
for around six years.

Coming back to Kharge, he
is trying to run the Congress,
hoping for a possible come-
back at the national level.
After the third consecutive
win of Modi, the Congress's
strength has shaken, and
reversals in Haryana and
Maharashtra have made
things worse. The Congress’s
inability to exploit anti-incum-
bency in both states degraded

its morale. Although it is sat-
isfactory that the party is in
power in Kharge’s home state
of Karnataka, it will be a chal-
lenge for him to make it retain
power there.

Both the CPI and the CPI
(M) have had the experience
of being led by southern lead-
ers. Chandra Rajeswara Rao of
the CPI and Pucchalapalli
Sundaraiah (CPI-M) were
General Secretaries of their
parties, and they had left an
indelible mark on the
Communist movement in the
country. The Left parties had
southern leaders as they were

popular in the Telugu-speak-
ing areas of the composite
Madras State during the first
general elections in 1952. The
then undivided Communist
Party of India, headed by
Ajoy Ghosh, did well in the
Telugu regions of both
Hyderabad and Madras states.
The Communists scored vic-
tories in the Telangana region
of Hyderabad state and the
Andhra region of Madras
State in the first-ever electoral
battle in independent India.
The popularity of the CPI in
the Telugu regions paved the
way for two towering leaders,

C. Rajeshwara Rao and P.
Sundaraiah, to take over the
party’s reins.

Ironically, this happened
after the split in the CPI in
1964. Indications of a possible
split in the party had come
out, and serious ideological
differences surfaced during
the party congress held in
Vijayawada in 1962. Even
after the split in the undivid-
ed Communist Party, the

influence of Communism
continued until the emer-
gence of the TDP in 1983.
Former Lok Sabha Member
Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy
had also served the CPI at the
national level with utmost
commitment. He used to
interact with other
Communist leaders regarding
developments in AP. As the
party secretary in the AP state
council, he had a word with
Harikishan Singh Surjit of the
CPI-M over AP's bifurcation.
He is believed to have cau-
tioned against such a move
and told the youth about the
Visalandhra Movement.

The undivided CPI had
come to power in Kerala dur-
ing the second general elec-
tions in 1957. EMS
Namboodripad became the
Chief Minister of Kerala. That
was the first time in history
that Communists came to
power through the ballot.
EMS became the world’s first
democratically elected
Communist leader.

The undivided CPI’s influ-

ence continued in Telugu
regions even after its impres-
sive win in 1952. Assembly
elections were held in the
newly formed Andhra state
(carved out of composite
Madras State in 1953) in 1955.
Political observers predicted
that Communists would come
to power in those elections
and Sundaraiah would
become the Chief Minister.
But the CPI lost to the
Congress. Had CPI won the
1955 election, Sundaraiah
would have become the first
Communist leader in the
world to come to power
through the ballot.

Leaders hailing from
Andhra like Bangaru
Lakshman and M. Venkaiah
Naidu had toiled hard to prove
their calibre in the BJP.
Lakshman had to step down
as he was caught in the
Tehelka tapes row. Venkaiah
had his day in the BJP till the
emergence of Narendra Modi.

CPI General Secretary D.
Raja hails from Tamil Nadu,
and as a Left leader, he is try-

ing to check the BJP's influ-
ence.

Now, there is a possibility of
a Tamil Nadu leader becom-
ing the BJP’s President. The
name of former bureaucrat
Annamalai is being consid-
ered for the party president
post as he has impressed Modi
with his performance. The
BJP's vote share in Tamil
Nadu has gone up from 3% to
11% in the 2024 general elec-
tions. As the BJP has decided
its electoral tie-ups in Tamil
Nadu, Annamalai might get a
chance at the national level at
the behest of Modi. If that
happens, leaders from the
south will be steering all four
major national parties like
the Congress, the BJP, the
CPI and the CPI-M.

It will be a record if the
leadership of all four major
national parties is from the
south. They must be able to
stop the possible injustice that
can be done to southern states
during the delimitation of
Lok Sabha constituencies in
future. 
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leadership of all four major
national parties is from the
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Legislative Council Chief
Whip Panchumarthi
Anuradha launched a
scathing attack on the YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy-led
YSRCP, alleging that not a
single teacher post was filled
during his tenure as Chief
Minister,  branding the
recruitment record a “big
zero.”

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) central office on
Monday, Anuradha accused
the YSRCP of betraying the
youth and failing to deliver
on its promises. She noted
that the public had already

passed a verdict by limiting
the party to just 11 Assembly
seats in the recent elections,
denying it even the status of
the opposition. 

Instead of introspection,
she said, the YSRCP was
engaging in unnecessary the-
atrics. Anuradha also con-
demned what she termed a

false propaganda campaign
by Jagan Mohan Reddy,
accusing him of spreading
fake DSC notifications on
social media after the TDP-
led coalition government
announced recruitment for
16,347 teacher posts through
a Mega DSC—fulfilling a
key poll promise.

She highlighted the TDP’s
record of recruiting over 1.96
lakh teachers, attributing the
achievement to Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu.  In contrast ,  she
alleged that the YSRCP
regime had insulted the
teaching profession by
assigning teachers duties
such as guarding liquor

shops, cleaning toilets, and
forcing them to pay bribes
for recommendation-based
transfers, amounting to Rs 50
crore.

She further criticised the
previous government for its
handling of the midday meal
scheme, delayed salary pay-
ments, and the additional
burden placed on teachers,
calling it a “shameful record.”

Anuradha urged the pub-
lic to reject the YSRCP’s mis-
information campaign,
which she said was aimed at
misleading the youth, and
reiterated that  teacher
recruitment under Jagan’s
leadership was effectively
non-existent.

Jagan govt failed on teacher
recruitment front: Panchumarthi

Bishop Raja Rao
mourns passing
of Pope Francis
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A wave of sorrow has swept
across the global Catholic
community following the
demise of Pope Francis at the
age of 88.

The news cast a pall of
gloom over the Vijayawada
Catholic Diocese. Expressing
deep grief and shock, Most
Rev Bishop Telagathoti Joseph
Raja Rao, Monsignor Rev
Father Muvvala Prasad, and
several members of the cler-
gy issued a statement mourn-
ing the passing of the Holy
Father. Special prayers were
conducted at the Diocese in
front of a portrait of Pope
Francis, where bishops,
priests, nuns, and Catholic
devotees gathered to pray for
the eternal repose of his soul.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP leader and former Andhra
Pradesh Haj Committee chairman B
S Ghouse Lajam on Monday alleged
that the NDA government in the state
has appointed TDP workers to the Haj
Committee, calling the move "a grave
insult" to the Muslim community.

He further asserted that the govern-
ment has violated Central Haj Committee
rules, which mandate the inclusion of
three religious scholars (Ulema) in the
committee. "Appointing party workers in
place of such scholars (Ulema) under-
mines the committee’s purpose and dis-
respects the Muslim community," said
Lajam, addressing a press conference.

According to Lajam, the N
Chandrababu Naidu-led government
issued a Government Order (GO) on
April 16, 2025, nominating 13 members,
including three TDP workers—Pathan
Khadar Khan, Sayyad Shahi Sultan, and
Sheikh Hassan Basha—as religious schol-
ars. He alleged that Basha, one of the
appointees, previously worked as a recep-
tionist in the TDP office, questioning his
qualifications to guide Haj pilgrims. He
emphasised that only qualified schol-
ars like Muftis and Maulvis are essen-
tial to educate pilgrims on the religious
rituals performed in Mecca.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The Visakhapatnam Chapter
of the Public Relations Society
of India (PRSI) observed
National Public Relations Day
on Monday with a thoughtful
event centred on the theme —
“Responsible Use of Artificial
Intelligence: Role of Public
Relations.”

Former CBI Joint Director
V.V. Lakshminarayana, who
attended as Chief Guest,
underscored the importance of
ethical and transparent use of
AI in communications, high-
lighting the need for account-
ability in its application.

PRSI Visakhapatnam
Chairman M.K.V.L.
Narasimham spoke of India’s

expanding AI talent base and
its potential to emerge as a
global leader in AI innovation.
National Awardee and PRSI
Advisor K. Rama Rao stressed
the role of the PR fraternity in
guiding AI-related discussions

within legal and ethical frame-
works.

Treasurer N.V. Narasimham
outlined PRSI’s ongoing efforts
to promote professional stan-
dards and excellence in public
relations.

GO issued for...
Continued from Page 1

The crux of the criticism revolves
around the company’s lack of a track
record, with many questioning how a
firm established barely two months ago
could be entrusted with such high-value
public land. While the government jus-
tified TCS’s allocation, citing its credi-
bility and employment promise, no such
defence has been made yet for Ursa
Clusters.

Sources indicate that, given the
media heat and public outcry, the gov-
ernment may be delaying the formal
issuance of the GO in the case of Ursa
Clusters. Whether it quietly clears the
file in the coming days or shelves the
proposal remains to be seen.

Critics point out that giving land to
an unproven company at a time when
tech giants are being offered land at neg-
ligible rates shows a stark contradiction
in transparency and due diligence.

In Telangana too, Ursa Clusters came
to the fore again with BRS spokesper-
son Krishan Manne stating,

"We told you in January 2025. There
is no company named Ursa Clusters.
The Rs 5000 crore Telangana MoU is
bogus and the 60-acre allocation in AP
is also bogus.”

Continued from Page 1

Under his leadership, Eluru
emerged as one of the top 10 dis-
tricts nationally for administrative
excellence. His initiatives focused
on achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), with
emphasis on improving maternal
and child health, controlling
anaemia, enhancing education and
health infrastructure, and ensuring
efficient coordination among
departments.

A key initiative, the ‘Akshaja’
programme, brought targeted edu-

cational and health interventions
to tribal communities, empowering
marginalised groups at the grass-
roots level.

Venkatesh is credited with mak-
ing government schemes more
accessible and impactful for citi-
zens, significantly improving ser-
vice delivery systems across the
district.

He is currently serving as
Secretary of the Social Welfare
Residential Educational
Institutions Society, continuing his
commitment to public service and
educational development.

AP to host national...
Continued from Page 1

The meeting, convened under the Ministry’s ‘Utility Reforms & Special
Interventions’ initiative, will bring together Energy Ministers and Secretaries
from Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
and Andhra Pradesh. Senior officials from the Power Finance Corporation and
APCPDCL will also participate.

Discussions will centre on key issues such as regulatory reforms, restruc-
turing of DISCOMs’ financial liabilities in line with state-specific needs, inte-
gration with broader power sector reforms, and the type of support to be extend-
ed by the Centre.

National PR Day celebrated
with focus on ethical AI use

Continued from Page 1

He spent 38 days there, the
longest hospitalization of his
12-year papacy.

But he emerged on Easter
Sunday — a day before his death
— to bless thousands of people
in St. Peter's Square and treat
them to a surprise popemobile
romp through the piazza, draw-
ing wild cheers and applause.
From his first greeting as pope
— a remarkably normal
“Buonasera” (“Good evening”)
— to his embrace of refugees
and the downtrodden, Francis
signaled a very different tone for
the papacy, stressing humility
over hubris for a Catholic
Church beset by scandal and
accusations of indifference.

After that rainy night on
March 13, 2013, the Argentine-
born Jorge Mario Bergoglio
brought a breath of fresh air
into a 2,000-year-old institu-
tion that had seen its influence
wane during the troubled
tenure of Pope Benedict XVI,
whose surprise resignation led
to Francis' election. But Francis
soon invited troubles of his

own, and conservatives grew
increasingly upset with his
progressive bent, outreach to
LGBTQ+ Catholics and crack-
down on traditionalists. His
greatest test came in 2018
when he botched a notorious
case of clergy sexual abuse in
Chile, and the scandal that fes-
tered under his predecessors
erupted anew on his watch.

And then Francis, the
crowd-loving, globe-trotting
pope of the peripheries, nav-
igated the unprecedented real-
ity of leading a universal reli-
gion through the coronavirus
pandemic from a locked-
down Vatican City.

He implored the world to
use COVID-19 as an opportu-
nity to rethink the economic
and political framework that he
said had turned rich against
poor. “We have realized that we
are on the same boat, all of us
fragile and disoriented,” Francis
told an empty St. Peter's Square
in March 2020. But he also
stressed the pandemic showed
the need for “all of us to row
together, each of us in need of
comforting the other.”

Pope Francis dies...

YSRCP SC wing
meet organised

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The YSRCP convened a State-
level executive meeting of its
Scheduled Caste (SC) Wing at
the party Central Office to
strategise on strengthening
party organisation and advanc-
ing Dalit empowerment.

Attendees included YSRCP
State coordinator Sajjala
Ramakrishna Reddy, SC Cell
State president TJR Sudhakar
Babu, working president
Kommuri Kanakarao, for-
mer ministers Merugu
Nagarjuna, Taneti Vanita,
Adimulapu Suresh, and
Gollapalli Surya Rao, for-
mer MP Nandigam Suresh,
MLCs M Arun Kumar and
Pandula Ravindra Babu, for-
mer MLAs, former MLCs,
senior leaders and district SC
Cell presidents.

Eluru’s first...

YSRCP leader objects to TDP
workers in Haj Committee

India announces...
Continued from Page 1

In a statement, the Ministry
of Home Affairs said, "His
Holiness Pope Francis,
Supreme Pontiff of the Holy
See passed away on April 21.
As a mark of respect, three-
day state mourning shall be
observed throughout India."

As per the schedule, two
days' state mourning will be
on April 22 (Tuesday) and
April 23 (Wednesday).
Besides, one day's state
mourning will be on the day
of the funeral, the statement
said.
Meanwhile, political and reli-
gious leaders from across the
country offered glowing trib-
utes to Pope Francis who died
on Monday, hailing him for
his "compassion and humil-
ity" and commitment to
social justice.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said he was deeply
pained by the passing of
Pope Francis, adding that he
will always be remembered as
a beacon of compassion and
spiritual courage by millions
across the world.
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In a concerted effort to foster
cleaner and greener urban
development, Vijayawada
Municipal  Corporation
(VMC) Commissioner HM
Dhyanachandra has intensi-
fied initiatives focused on
pollution control and the
beautification of key city junc-
tions.

On Monday morning, the
Commissioner undertook a
thorough inspection of sever-
al important locations, includ-
ing Ramavarappadu Ring,
Tikkle Road, Mother Teresa
Junction, the Autonagar
Garbage Transfer Station, the

Sewage Treatment Plant, and
HT Line Road.

At Ramavarappadu Ring,
he reviewed the ongoing
beautification works, paying
special attention to the newly
installed unicorn statue,
which has quickly become a
notable landmark.
Surrounded by well-main-
tained greenery and pollu-
tion-control features, the stat-
ue reflects the city’s commit-
ment to sustainable and artis-
tic urban design.

During his visit to Mother
Teresa Junction,
Dhyanachandra stressed the
need to complete enhance-
ment works at all major junc-

tions without delay, to facili-
tate smoother traffic flow,
improve environmental sus-
tainability, and boost visual
appeal.

While inspecting HT Line
Road, the Commissioner
urged officials to expedite
road construction while min-
imising inconvenience to the
public. At the Autonagar
Garbage Transfer Station, he
called for swift completion of
ongoing operations, high-
lighting the importance of
cleanliness and efficient waste
management.

At the under-construction
Sewage Treatment Plant,
Dhyanachandra directed offi-

cials to accelerate the remain-
ing works to ensure early
commissioning of the facility,
thereby improving sanitation
and environmental health.

The inspection was car-
ried out in the presence of
several senior officials, includ-
ing Chief Engineer R Srinath
Reddy, Chief City Planner
Sanjay Ratnakumar, In-charge
Chief Medical Health Officer
Dr Gopalakrishna Nayak,
Superintending Engineers P
Satyanarayana and P
Satyakumari, Assistant City
Planner Mohan Babu, and
Executive Engineers
Venkateswara Reddy and
Samrajyam, among others.

VMC Commissioner steps up 
City beautification efforts

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The three-day Maha
S a m p r o k s h a n a
Kumbhabhishekam at Sri
Geetha Mandiram in Nunna,
Vijayawada Rural Mandal, con-
cluded on Monday with the
grand Sri Srinivasa Kalyana
Mahadashirvachanam. Led by
Pethaadhipati Sri
Paripurnanandagiri Swamy and
Sri Asanganandagiri Swamy of
Sri Vyasashramam, the rituals
included Vishvaksena Pooja,

Homams, and Maha
Poornahuthi. Devotees had
darshan and offered prayers to
Lord Krishna. Swamy’s dis-
course highlighted faith, virtue,
and spiritual guidance. Sri
Geetha Mandira Bhaktha
Brindam offered Anna
Santarpana. Police ensured
smooth conduct. Dignitaries,
including Tahsildar B Suguna
and Inspector Krishna Mohan
participated and received bless-
ings during the spiritually
enriching celebration.

Kumbhabhishekam at Geetha
Mandiram concludes

Race heats up for
deputy mayor post

in GVMC

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

With the mayoral baton set to
pass to Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) leader and 96th ward
Corporator Peela Srinivasa
Rao, the political spotlight
has swiftly shifted to the
contest for the deputy mayor’s
seat in the Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC). What
once seemed like a routine
transition has now triggered
an intense race among coali-
tion partners and aspirants,
marked by undercurrents of
caste equations and alliance
bargaining.

The current Deputy Mayor,
Jiyyani Sridhar of the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP), is
likely to face a no-confidence
motion at a specially con-
vened GVMC council meet-
ing on April 26. However,
sources suggest that Sridhar
may resign in the days lead-
ing up to the vote, potential-
ly sidestepping the formal
procedure and accelerating
the selection of a successor.

With the post expected to
fall vacant, the battle lines are
being drawn among corpora-
tors from the TDP, Jana Sena
Party (JSP), and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)—all stak-
ing their claims to the sec-
ond-highest civic post. In
the TDP camp, the list of
hopefuls includes Gandham

Srinivasa Rao (76th ward),
Bommidi Ramana (90th
ward), Molli Hemalatha (fifth
ward),  and Golagani
Mangaveni (18th ward).
From the JSP, contenders
such as Bhisett i
Vasanthalakshmi (33rd
ward), Peddisetti Ushasri
(43rd ward),  and Dalli
Govinda Reddy (64th ward)
are in the fray. BJP's Gangala
Kavitha (48th ward) has also
emerged as an aspirant.

The intra-alliance dynam-
ics have added a complex
layer to the decision-making.
With the TDP set to take over
the mayor’s office, JSP lead-
ers are pressing for the deputy
mayor's post, arguing it
should go to one of their cor-
porators as a mark of alliance
balance. However, TDP lead-
ers point to social represen-
tation, arguing that since the
outgoing mayor was a woman
from the Yadava community,
the deputy mayor should also
be chosen from the same
background for continuity.

JSP leaders, on the other
hand, maintain that caste
parity can still be upheld by
appointing a candidate from
the Kapu community, noting
that outgoing Deputy Mayor
Sridhar is himself a Kapu.
This has brought leaders like
Gandham Srinivasa Rao into
focus as a potential compro-
mise candidate.

Priority for grievance
redressal, says Collector

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

District Collector M.N.
Harendira Prasad, on Monday,
directed officials to treat peti-
tions received through the
Public Grievance Redressal
System with utmost priority,
stressing the need for thor-
ough investigation and time-
bound resolution. He called
for permanent solutions to
ensure that grievances are not
repeated.

Presiding over the grievance
redressal session at the
Collectorate Conference Hall,
the Collector personally heard
petitions and assured appro-
priate action. He urged the
officials to engage directly
with complainants to under-
stand core issues and offer last-

ing remedies. “Each complaint
should be handled with empa-
thy and diligence to eliminate
recurrence,” he said. Joint
Collector K. Mayur Ashok,
District Revenue Officer
Bhavani Shankar, and GVMC
Chief City Planning Officer
Prabhakar were among the
senior officials who received
petitions alongside the
Collector.

Earlier, the Collector
chaired a review meeting reit-
erating the State government's
emphasis on swift resolution
of grievances, especially those
routed via the Chief Minister’s
Office. He called for daily
reviews, appointment of spe-
cial officers, and strict
accountability for repeated
grievances due to inadequate

resolution. He also warned of
stern action against staff neg-
ligence, particularly in pension
and land-related cases.

The Collector reviewed
progress in employee enrol-
ment under the household
survey and the district’s Vision
Document, instructing time-
ly completion and proactive
follow-ups. He urged the offi-
cials to connect with petition-
ers after resolution of issues
and gather feedback through
the app-based system. A total
of 402 petitions were
received—173 pertaining to
the Revenue Department, 110
to GVMC, 36 to the Police
Department, and 83 from
other departments. Officials
assured prompt and effective
redressal.

Calls for permanent solutions to ensure that
grievances are not repeated

Allies differ on community representation

as political jostling intensifies

Mega medical camp held for women cops

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Police
Commissioner SV Rajasekhar
Babu inaugurated a free Mega
Medical Camp in Vijayawada
on Monday, organised by the
Suraksha Committee to sup-
port the health and well-being
of women police personnel.
The camp, held in collabora-
tion with Top Star Multi-
Speciality Hospital, aimed to
provide comprehensive med-
ical checkups and treatment for
women officers, who often
neglect their health due to the
demands of their profession.

Medical experts from the
Top Star Multi-Speciality
Hospital located in Kanuru
near Vijayawada conducted
10 different screening tests,
including those for cervical
cancer, breast cancer, and other
health issues, and distributed
necessary medications to those
in need.

Addressing the gathering,
Commissioner Rajasekhar
Babu acknowledged the
immense contributions of
women police personnel, not-
ing that they often perform
their duties under challenging

circumstances while simulta-
neously managing family
responsibilities. “Women offi-
cers serve round the clock, 365
days a year, and yet rarely get
the time to care for their own
health,” he said, expressing

gratitude to Top Star Multi-
Speciality Hospital for their
valuable service.

The initiative was held
under the guidance of NTR
District Suraksha Committee
Convener KV Narasaiah, who
emphasised the committee’s
ongoing efforts to promote
the safety and well-being of
both the public and the police
force. “This medical camp is a
significant step in that direc-
tion,” he said. Narasaiah also
mentioned that the Suraksha
Committee has installed over
3,000 CCTV cameras across
the city to strengthen public
safety and now aims to ensure
the health of those who protect
it.

DCP KGV Saritha, Trainee
IPS Officer Manisha, North
Zone ACP Sravanthi Roy, Top
Star Hospital MD Dr. Tatineni
Srinivas, hospital staff, and
over 200 women police person-
nel were present.

10 screening tests, including those for cervical cancer and breast cancer, conducted

NTR District Police Commissioner SV Rajasekhar Babu inaugurating the free
Mega Medical Camp for women police personnel in Vijayawada on Monday

Free HPV vaccination
drive launched at 
Andhra Hospitals

Archbishop Bala recalls personal
bond with Pope Francis

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Archbishop Udumala Bala of
Visakhapatnam has expressed
deep sorrow over the passing
of Pope Francis, describing it
as an irreplaceable loss to both
the Catholic Church and the
global community. Pope
Francis, aged 88, breathed his
last after a prolonged battle
with a severe lung infection.
His health had been in a crit-
ical state during the recent
weeks.

In a heartfelt tribute,
Archbishop Bala fondly
recalled his personal associa-
tion with the late pontiff. “Pope
Francis was a humble and
transformative leader. He rede-
fined the papacy by breaking

away from its traditional regal
image and embracing a life of
simplicity,” the Archbishop
said.

He praised the Pope’s com-
mitment to peace and justice,
noting his strong denuncia-
tions of war. “He spoke bold-
ly against violence and conflict,
especially advocating for peace
in Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and
Palestine,” he added.

The Archbishop highlighted

Pope Francis’ historic role as
the first South American and
the first Jesuit to ascend to the
papacy. “He brought a unique
pastoral approach, marked by
deep compassion for the poor
and marginalised, and a strong
voice for social justice.”

Reflecting on a personal
milestone, he shared that he
was the first Indian bishop to
be appointed by Pope Francis
in 2013. “He later entrusted me
with the role of Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam. This connec-
tion was special, and I feel a
profound sense of loss,” he said.
Archbishop Bala extended his
deepest condolences to the
global Catholic fraternity and
offered prayers for the eternal
rest of Pope Francis’ soul.

Anomalies  in ‘1 cent’ housing 
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Allegations have been raised
across the district regarding
large-scale discrepancies in the
government's ‘one cent’ housing
scheme, sparking concerns over
systemic lapses in oversight,
data manipulation, and irregu-
lar contractor payments.

Preliminary reports suggest
that several housing units,
though incomplete or yet to
commence, have been falsely
marked as completed in official
records. Insiders allege that cer-
tain officials tampered with
technical data and misused gov-
ernment portals, enabling
favoured contractors to claim

undue payments without deliv-
ering the promised work.

A critical flaw lies in the
scheme’s geotagging system—
designed to track construction
progress through real-time pho-
tographic updates via a mobile
app. In numerous cases, unrelat-
ed or completed house photos
have reportedly been uploaded
to falsely represent progress at
yet-to-be-finished sites.

In the 22nd ward, at
Vijayarampuram layout of
Padmanabham mandal, glaring
anomalies have come to light. One
beneficiary’s house, with con-
struction halted at the roofing
stage, is listed as fully completed
online. Another structure, still at

the foundation level, has been offi-
cially documented as roofed.

In total, at least 10 such cases
have been identified in this lay-
out alone, with 42 roof-level and
17 foundation-to-roof stage
houses falsely marked as com-
plete. In a stark instance, a
woman’s plot—where no con-
struction has begun—is reflect-
ed in records as having a fully
built house. The issue appears far
from isolated. Similar com-
plaints have emerged from
Maddi, Gottipalli, and parts of
Pendurthi and Anandapuram
mandals, all under the
Padmanabham zone, pointing to
a deeper malaise in project
monitoring.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Hospitals, in collab-
oration with the MB
Foundation led by actor
Mahesh Babu, has launched a
free HPV vaccination cam-
paign aimed at protecting
women and girls from cervi-
cal cancer, one of the most
common cancers affecting
women globally.

The vaccination camp
being held at Andhra
Hospitals, Vijayawada, offers
free Human Papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccines to eligible
girls and women. The initia-
tive is fully funded by MB
Foundation, which has con-
tributed ?40 lakhs towards
the cause.

As part of the campaign,
girls aged 9 to 14 years will
receive two doses of the HPV

vaccine, administered six
months apart. Women aged
15 to 45 years will receive
three doses at 0, 2 and 6-
month intervals. Each dose
costs approximately ?2,000,
totaling ?6,000 per person, all
provided free of charge under
this program.

Speaking at the press meet,
Dr PV Rama Rao, Head of
Children’s Services & Director
at Andhra Hospitals and Dr
Paturi Padma, Chief of Fetal
Medicine & Director,
expressed their appreciation
for the MB Foundation’s gen-
erous support. 

They emphasized the
importance of early vaccina-
tion in the prevention of cer-
vical cancer and lauded the
initiative as a significant step
toward improving women's
health in the region.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In recognition of their selec-
tion for the Atma Nirbhar
Panchayat Special Award,
part  of the National
Panchayat Awards 2025,
several representatives from
Gollapudi gram panchayat
in Vijayawada Rural man-
dal, NTR district, met VR
Krishna Teja Mailavarapu,
the Commissioner of
Panchayat Raj & Rural
Development,  and P
Venkata Krishna, the OSD
to Deputy Chief Minister K
Pawan Kalyan, at  the
Commissionerate in
Tadepalli on Monday. The
accolade underscores the
panchayat's significant con-
tributions towards fostering
self-sufficiency and pro-
moting sustainable rural
development.

The meeting was led by
NTR District Panchayat
Officer (DPO) P Lavanya
Kumari. Gollapudi Gram
Panchayat Special Officer
and Extension Officer for
Panchayat Raj & Rural
Development, YDV Prasad,

in-charge MPDO P Murali
Krishna Prasad, and
Panchayat Secretary M
Swaroopa were present.
During their visit, officials
from the NTR district and
the Vijayawada Rural man-
dal parishad provided
Commissioner Krishna Teja
with explanations regarding
their achievements.

Meanwhile, Commis sion-
er Krishna Teja and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan’s OSD Venkata
Krishna lauded Gollapudi
Panchayat Special Officer
Prasad and Secretary
Swaroopa. They suggested
that the officials maintain the
same spirit in the coming
days. The officials conveyed
their gratitude for the recog-
nition and engaged in dis-
cussions about ongoing and
future development projects
designed to enhance grass-
roots governance and rural
infrastructure.

Vijayawada Divisional
Panchayat Officer (DLPO)
GLNV Raghavan and
Sanitary Inspector Vani
Prasad were also present.

Gollapudi panchayat
representatives meet

with officials
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Bike-lifting gang nabbed,
11 motorcycles seized

PNS n ADDANKI

Energy Minister Gottipati Ravi
Kumar visited Addanki on
Monday and took part in sev-
eral developmental activities
across Santamaguluru Mandal.
The minister inaugurated var-
ious projects aimed at strength-
ening infrastructure and
enhancing public amenities in
the region.

Among the key projects
launched were the NTR Park
and a water plant, built at a cost
of Rs 10 lakh, to provide both
recreational facilities and safe
drinking water to residents. He
also inaugurated newly laid
cement concrete (CC) roads
worth Rs 30 lakh, aimed at
improving road connectivity
and conditions.

In a significant step towards
improving educational infra-
structure, the minister inaugu-
rated six newly constructed
classrooms at a government
school, developed with an
investment of Rs 78.17 lakh. He
said the initiative reflected the
government’s commitment to

providing better learning envi-
ronments for students.

Addressing the media,
Minister Ravi Kumar highlight-
ed the government’s dedication
to empowering youth, pointing
out that 16,347 teacher posts
were being filled through the
Mega DSC recruitment drive —
fulfilling a long-standing
promise to aspiring educators.

He lauded the Telugu Desam
Party for its record in issuing

the highest number of DSC
notifications, thereby increas-
ing employment opportunities
for teachers.

Taking a dig at the previous
YSRCP-led government, he
alleged that teachers were
humiliated by being assigned
duties at liquor outlets and said
that former Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy had
shown disregard for the teach-
ing profession, causing psycho-

logical distress among educa-
tors. The minister assured that
under the leadership of Nara
Lokesh, the education system
would be further strength-
ened, ensuring dignity and
opportunities for teachers and
students alike.

Locals welcomed the minis-
ter's visit and expressed hope
that the region would witness
continued progress under the
current government.

Gottipati inaugurates slew
of projects in Addanki

Among the key projects

launched were the NTR Park

and a water plant, built at a

cost of Rs 10 lakh, to provide

both recreational facilities and

safe drinking water to

residents. He also inaugurated

newly laid cement concrete

(CC) roads worth Rs 30 lakh,

aimed at improving road

connectivity and conditions.

PNS n KAKINADA

Retired Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP) AB
Venkateswara Rao has called
for a reinvestigation into the
alleged murder of car driver V
Subramanyam, terming the
current investigation a blot on
the Andhra Pradesh Police
Department.

The retired officer met the
victim’s parents at
Gollalamamidada village in
Pedapudi mandal and later
addressed the media. He crit-
icised the police for filing what
he described as a “flawed and
weak” charge-sheet in the case.

“In my 35 years of service, I
have never come across such a
faulty charge-sheet. There is no
relevance between the FIR and
the charge-sheet submitted. It

is so poorly constructed that
the case is bound to be dis-
missed by the court. This
investigation remains a stain on
the image of the AP Police,”
Rao said, alleging that the
charge-sheet had been influ-

enced by YSRCP leaders.
He demanded that the case

be reopened and reinvestigat-
ed after securing permission
from the court. Rao added that
he would raise the issue with
the Kakinada District Collector

and Superintendent of Police
and, if necessary, with higher
government authorities.

Expressing disappointment,
Rao noted that despite the
change in government nearly
10 months ago, no meaningful
steps had been taken to ensure
justice for Subramanyam’s fam-
ily.

It may be recalled that the
then YSRCP MLC Ananta
Babu delivered Subramanyam’s
body to his parents on 20 May
2022, claiming he had died in
an accident. 

The suspicious death of
Subramanyam, who belonged
to the Dalit community,
sparked outrage across the
state. 

Ananta Babu was later
arrested in connection with the
case but was released on bail.

Retired ADGP ABV seeks fresh probe
into driver Subramanyam’s murder

In my 35 years of
service, I have never

come across such a
faulty charge-sheet. There is
no relevance between the FIR
and the charge-sheet
submitted. It is so poorly
constructed that the case is
bound to be dismissed by the
court. This investigation
remains a stain on the image of
the AP Police.

PNS n PENUKONDA

Minister for BC, EWS Welfare,
Handlooms and Textiles, S
Savitha, has announced that
free online coaching for the
DSC (District Selection
Committee) exam will com-
mence across the State from
April 24, under the supervision
of the BC Study Circle. She
added that applications from
eligible candidates have already
been received.

Speaking at the Velugu office
in Somandepalli, Satya Sai dis-
trict, the Minister took part in
a symbolic ‘paalaabhi shekam’
to the portrait of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, alongside DSC aspi-
rants, to celebrate the release of
the Mega DSC notification. She
expressed delight over the
announcement and reaffirmed
the government’s commitment
to strengthening the education

sector. Savitha noted that since
Nara Lokesh assumed charge
as Education Minister, several
key reforms have been intro-
duced. 

Recalling the pre-poll
promise, she said CM Naidu
signed his first file to recruit
16,347 teacher posts. The state
has already conducted the

Teacher Eligibility Test (TET)
and is preparing to issue
appointment orders to select-
ed DSC candidates by June
2025.

The Minister revealed that
free DSC coaching centres
have been running in all 26 dis-
tricts, training over 5,200 aspi-
rants. Each trainee received a

monthly stipend of Rs 1,500
and Rs 1,000 towards study
material. To support home-
makers and those unable to
attend offline classes, the gov-
ernment will now offer online
coaching from 24 April.

She came down heavily on
the previous YSRCP govern-
ment for failing to recruit a sin-
gle teacher in five years. “Jagan
Mohan Reddy misled the youth
with hollow promises, issuing
a notification just three months
before the elections,” she
remarked, also criticising the
previous regime for deploying
teachers to liquor shops during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

DSC aspirants expressed
gratitude to CM Naidu and
Minister Lokesh for fulfilling
their promises and prioritising
employment for the youth.
The event saw the participation
of several aspirants, alliance
leaders, and party workers.

Free online DSC coaching by
BC Study Circle from April 24

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

Minister for Tourism Kandula
Durgesh has assured farmers
that the entire paddy produce
will be procured by the govern-
ment during the rabi season.

The Minister interacted with
farmers at Kanuru village in
the Nidadavole constituency
on Monday and sought their
feedback on the government’s

paddy procurement process.
He stated that the farmers

expressed satisfaction with the
current procedures. He urged
them to bring any issues they
face while selling their produce
to his notice. He also explained
that the government had fur-
ther simplified the paddy pro-
curement process to support
farmers.

“To make services more

accessible, the government has
launched a WhatsApp helpline
(No. 73373 59375). The gov-
ernment is committed to
procuring the entire paddy
produce from farmers during
the rabi season,” he said.

The Minister advised farm-
ers not to worry about the sale
of their paddy and assured
them of full support during the
season.

Entire paddy produce will be
procured during Rabi: Durgesh

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

East Godavari District
Collector P. Prasanthi has
instructed the doctors at the
Government General Hospital
to ensure the isolation ward is
made available to patients
without delay.

During an inspection of the
ward on Monday afternoon,
the Collector reviewed the
progress of work in the
Maternal and Child Health
(MCH) ward and the Critical
Care Block with Hospital
Superintendent Dr M.
Lakshmi Surya Prabha.

Speaking on the occasion,

Collector Prasanthi empha-
sised that the isolation ward
must be made fully opera-
tional for patient care. She
also directed that the MCH
ward be prepared to provide

adequate medical services at
the earliest.

The Collector recalled that
during the previous review
meeting, she had instructed
officials to take all necessary

steps to make the services in
the MCH block accessible to
the public. In response, doctors
informed her that the MCH
block would be ready to serve
patients within 15 days.

She further directed officials
to expedite the work to provide
emergency medical services
through the Critical Care
Block, which is affiliated with
the Government Teaching
Hospital. The Collector also
reviewed the availability of
medical services and human
resources and instructed the
doctors and staff to strictly
adhere to the prescribed time-
lines.

Make isolation ward available for patients: DC

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Police have arrested a three-
member interstate gang
involved in bike thefts and
recovered 11 stolen motorcy-
cles in Tanuku.

Speaking to the media at
Tanuku Rural Police Station
on Monday, Tadepalligudem

DSP D Viswanath said the
gang was notorious for lifting
bikes parked outside houses at
night. The gang had commit-
ted several such offences
across Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The arrested per-
sons have been identified as
Dasani Manibabu, Gudala
Lakshminarayana, and Bonta

Raviteja. The police recovered
motorcycles valued at Rs 13.4
lakh from the gang.

DSP Viswanath appreciat-
ed the efforts of Inspector B
Krishna Kumar, Sub-
Inspector K Chandrasekhar,
and ASI P Sangeet Rao for
successfully apprehending the
gang.

PNS n ELURU

District Collector K. VetriSelvi
has stressed that the
Swarnandhra @ 2047 Vision
Document is vital for achieving
holistic development in the
district. A workshop on
‘Capacity Building’ was held
here on Monday to guide offi-
cials in formulating the Vision
Document. Chief planning offi-
cials, special officers from var-
ious constituencies, and other
key officials participated in the
session.

Addressing the gathering,
Collector VetriSelvi urged offi-
cials to draft the Swarnandhra
Vision 2047 document with a
focus on the district’s all-round
progress. She said effective field
visits by ward and village sec-
retariats, based on data and
public sentiments, would lead
to better outcomes.

She noted that the State gov-
ernment has already initiated
pilot projects to draft develop-
ment plans at the Assembly
constituency level, covering

Kuppam, Pithapuram,
Mangalagiri and Uravakonda.
The government’s aim, she
said, is to meet the aspirations
of the people, raise per capita
income, and eliminate poverty,
with action plans to be pre-
pared accordingly.

Collector VetriSelvi empha-
sised that the 2047 vision for
Andhra Pradesh should priori-
tise key sectors for economic
growth, improved living stan-
dards, sustainable and environ-
ment-friendly development,
enhanced employment oppor-
tunities for youth, future skills,
and workforce empowerment.

She also directed officials to
include in the plan measures for
women's empowerment, farm-
ers’ aspirations, and uplifting

weaker sections.
Referring to the national

Viksit Bharat initiative, she
said Andhra Pradesh must pre-
sent effective plans aligned
with the Swarnandhra @ 2047
vision. A detailed vision report
should be prepared over the
next five years, until 2029, she
added, stating that every
department must contribute
significantly to achieving the
goal. The Collector further
stated that ongoing progress in
agriculture, horticulture and
fisheries must be reflected in
the plan, along with focus on
intercropping systems, higher
yields, natural farming, and
income generation. She also
called for inclusion of compo-
nents to boost milk

Swarnandhra Vision 2047 document
essential for development: Collector

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Congress’s Bhongir
MP,  Chamala Kiran
Kumar Reddy, said that
there is information that
the post of BRS president
will be given to BCs. “I
hail the BRS if it gives its
president post to a BC
leader,” he said.

Addressing the media
at the Gandhi Bhavan on
Monday, Kiran said the
BRS is going to appoint a
BC leader as its presi-
dent, and it is the ‘result’
of the Congress’s caste
survey. However, he said
that the BRS is conducting
its silver jubilee celebra-
tions with the money it
looted from the people. 

He asked the BRS to
reveal whether it will cel-
ebrate its silver jubilee in
the name of the TRS or
the BRS.

“Is it not correct that

KCR changed the name
TRS to BRS to loot the
nation? How can KCR
conduct silver jubilee cel-
ebrations after removing
Telangana from his party’s
name? KTR must apolo-
gise to the people of
Telangana for looting
them. I doubt whether
the TRS is alive now,” he
said. Wondering at BRS
leaders chanting the name
of former United AP
Chief Minister, the late YS
Rajashekar Reddy, and
the current AP CM N.
Chandrababu Naidu, he
asked BRS to explain why
the people should make
KCR Chief  Minister
again.

He said that  BRS
Working President KT
Rama Rao has been dis-
torting history by com-
paring KCR to Mahatma
Gandhi  and Nelson
Mandela.

Kiran hails BRS move to
appoint a BC party prez

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

Irrigation Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu has announced
that the Polavaram irrigation
project is progressing with the
target of completion by
December 2027. Addressing
the media in Rajahmundry, the
Minister stated that, in line
with Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s vision,
the diaphragm wall would be
completed by the end of
December this year.

He criticised the previous
government, alleging that
YSRCP leaders were unaware
that the project included a
diaphragm wall, let alone
understood its importance.
“They have no proper knowl-
edge about the project. Earlier,
under Chandrababu’s leader-
ship, the diaphragm wall was
constructed at a cost of Rs 430
crore. However, it was disman-
tled by the Jagan-led adminis-
tration,” he remarked.

Ramanaidu added that the

current government has
recommenced the diaphragm
wall construction with a
revised budget of Rs 990 crore.
“The work is progressing
rapidly using two cutters and
two grabbers. As of 20 April,
over 202 metres of the wall
have been completed. A third
cutter will be deployed by 30
April,” he said.

He also informed that steps
are being taken to ensure con-
struction continues even dur-

ing the monsoon. “We will
complete the buttress dam by
May to reinforce the upstream
coffer dam. Meanwhile, with-
out waiting for the diaphragm
wall to be completed, we have
already initiated construction
of the ECRF dam at Gap-1 in
April. Work on the ECRF dam
at Gap-2 is scheduled to begin
by 30 November this year, as
per the roadmap laid out by
CM Chandrababu,” the minis-
ter explained.

Nimmala: Polavaram Project
to be completed by Dec 2027

AP SSC, Open
School results
tomorrow
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Directorate of
Government Examinations has
announced that the results of
the SSC Public Examinations
held in March 2025, along
with those of the Open School
SSC and Intermediate exams,
will be released on 23 April
2025 at 10:00 AM.

According to Vijay Rama
Raju V, Director of School
Education, students can access
their results through various
platforms for ease and trans-
parency. The official websites
to check the results are
https://bse.ap.gov.in and
https://apopenschool.ap.gov.in.

Students can also obtain
their results through the ‘Mana
Mitra’ WhatsApp service and
the LEAP mobile application.
To check results via WhatsApp,
send “Hi” to 9552300009,
select the Education Services
option, choose either SSC
Public Exam or Open School
Intermediate Results, and enter
the hall ticket number to
receive a PDF copy.

Welfare of disabled
is the goal: NTR DC 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha has emphasised
the importance of utilising gov-
ernment-provided support to
empower Divyangajans (per-
sons with disabilities) and help
them achieve greater heights in
life.

On Monday, under the aegis
of the Department for the
Welfare of Differently Abled
Persons, the Collector distrib-
uted laptops and a hearing aid
to six disabled students at the
Pingali Venkaiah Conference
Hall at the District Collectorate
in Vijayawada.

Speaking at the event, Dr
Lakshmisha noted that the
government will implement a
wide range of welfare pro-
grammes aimed at the uplift of
the differently abled. He stated
that the administration is active-
ly working to identify their
needs and provide the necessary
tools to help them succeed, par-
ticularly in education.



ACROSS THE STATES

A
person was allegedly lynched by a mob and another suffered
injuries in the attack by locals over “goat theft” at Bokul tea
estate in Assam's Dibrugarh district on Monday, police said.

The duo had come to Hatigarh Bokpara Division of the tea estate
on a two-wheeler early in the morning, and locals later caught
them while allegedly trying to steal goats, they said. The mob
then assaulted the two persons, leading to the death of one and
injuring the other grievously, a police officer said. The two-
wheeler was also set ablaze by enraged locals, he said. Top
officials, including the district commissioner and superintendent
of police, rushed to the spot following the incident to ensure the
situation remained under control. The identity of the deceased is
yet to be ascertained. The injured person is undergoing treatment
at the Assam Medical College and Hospital here, and his
condition is stated to be critical, the official said. "We are carrying
out the initial investigation and the culprits will be brought to
book," Dibrugarh Deputy Commissioner Bikram Koiri said.

Man lynched, another
injured over ‘goat theft'

A
man was arrested for alleged involvement in the
November 24 violence in Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal, in
which four people died following clashes between locals

and security personnel during a court-ordered survey of the
Shahi Jama Masjid, police said. With this, the total number of
persons arrested for the violence rose to 83. Police said Mohd
Asif (22) was arrested for allegedly being involved in the
violence, Sambhal Police said in a statement. Asif allegedly told
cops during interrogation that when a crowd gathered at the
Hindu Pura Kheda and Nakhasa crossing on November 24, he
set fire to police vehicles and pelted stones and bricks "with the
intention of attacking and killing" police personnel. Asif, who is
from Sambhal district, has been sent to jail, they said. Sambhal
has been tense since November 24 when violence took place
during a court-ordered survey of the Shahi Jama Masjid in the
Kot Garvi area of the city. 

83 people in custody
for Sambhal violence

C
handrapur recorded a temperature of 45.6 degrees Celsius
on Monday, becoming the hottest city in Maharashtra's
Vidarbha region, an official said. The district administration

has issued a heatwave alert for three days, advising citizens to
take precautions when they step out. As per the Regional
Meteorological Centre (RMC), Nagpur, 11 cities in Vidarbha
have recorded temperatures above 40 degrees Celsius, with
Chandrapur recording the highest 45.6 degrees Celsius. The
district has been facing intense heat waves since last week, and
a heatwave alert has been issued in one or two places in
Chandrapur district till April 24. Bramhapuri tehsil recorded a
temperature of 45 degrees Celsius and remained the second
hottest city in the region.

Chandrapur sizzles
at 45.60 C
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PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday asked civil
servants to follow the principle
of "Nagrik Devo Bhava" while
redressal of issues of under-
privileged people, and empha-
sised last-mile delivery to
ensure inclusivity in develop-
ment.

Addressing the 17th Civil
Services Day function here, he
said the civil servants should
see themselves not just as
administrators but as architects
of a developed India.

Modi said that India has
become the most populous
country in the world and
emphasised the prioritisation
of saturation in basic amenities
and a strong focus on last-mile
delivery.

Citing evolving needs and
aspirations of the citizens, he
said that the civil service must
adapt to contemporary chal-
lenges to remain relevant.

The prime minister said
that the achievements so far
must be surpassed manifold,
setting higher benchmarks for
progress.

He stressed the importance
of human judgment in a tech-
nology-driven world, urging

civil servants to remain sensi-
tive, listen to the voices of the
underprivileged, understand
their struggles, and prioritise
resolving their issues.

Modi invoked the principle
of "Nagrik Devo Bhava" (citi-
zens are like god), likening it to
the ethos of "atithi devo bhava"
(guests are like god) and called
on civil servants to fulfill their
responsibilities with dedication
and compassion.

The prime minister empha-
sised the need for renewed
commitments to improve

nutrition for citizens and
declared that the ultimate goal
must be 100 per cent coverage
and 100 per cent impact.

He highlighted that this
approach has lifted 25 crore
people out of poverty in the
past decade and expressed
confidence that it will lead to
a poverty-free India.

Modi said micro, small, and
medium enterprise (MSME)
sector, startups, and young
entrepreneurs in India have an
unprecedented opportunity
amid global changes.

The prime minister said
that if a small country provides
better ease of compliances to its
industries, it could outpace
Indian startups, and added
that there was a need for India
to continuously evaluate its
position in global best prac-
tices.

He said that while the goal
of Indian industries is to cre-
ate globally best products, the
goal of India’s bureaucracy
must be to provide the world's
best ease of compliance envi-
ronment.

PM's good governance
mantra to bureaucrats

‘NAGRIK DEVO BHAVA'

Modi invoked the principle

of ‘Nagrik Devo Bhava’

(citizens are like god),

likening it to the ethos of

"atithi devo bhava"

(guests are like god) and

called on civil servants to

fulfill their responsibilities

with dedication and

compassion.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Jailed 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks accused Tahawwur
Hussain Rana has moved a
court seeking the permission
to talk to his family members.

Rana moved a plea through
his counsel on April 19 before
special judge Hardeep Kaur,
who on Monday directed the
NIA to file a reply by April 23.

The 64-year-old Pakistani-
origin Canadian business-
man was on April 10 sent to
18 day custody by a court.

The NIA alleged as a part
of the criminal conspiracy,
accused David Coleman
Headley, had discussed the
entire operation with Rana
before his visit to India.

Anticipating potential chal-
lenges, Headley sent an email
to Rana detailing his belong-

ings and assets, the NIA told
the court seeking his remand.

Headley also informed
Rana about the involvement
of Pakistani nationals Ilyas
Kashmiri  and Abdur
Rehman, who are also
accused in the case, in the
plot, it alleged.

Rana, a close associate of
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks
main conspirator David
Coleman Headley alias
Daood Gilani, a US citizen,
was brought to India after the
US Supreme Court on April
4 dismissed his review plea
against his extradition.

2008 MUMBAI ATTACKS
Accused Rana wants to talk to family, moves court

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister J P
Nadda on Monday expressed
strong concern over the
underutilisation of allocated
health funds by states and
asked them to focus on
improving healthcare infra-
structure.

Chairing a session at the
17th Civil Services Day cele-
brations here, Nadda said, “I
will not allow this narrative to
continue that there’s no money
or capacity to spend it.
Utilisation certificates are not
even submitted for funds
already given.”

He recounted a recent visit
to a state where allocated
funds remained unspent for
three years due to repeated
tendering and delay in equip-
ment procurement.

“Models have changed, new

versions have come, but the
tender process hasn't even
begun,” he said.

Calling implementation the
crux of the problem, Nadda
said, “We can aim for the
world’s largest health coverage
program...we will not let it go
down the drain.”

He stressed that account-
ability and coordination across
all administrative levels are
essential, especially when out-
of-pocket expenditure for
health has reduced from 62
per cent to 39 per cent — call-
ing it a clear sign of the ben-
efit to common citizens.

Highlighting the need for
administrative reform within
the health sector, Nadda said
that many officials, including
state health directors and chief
medical officers, lack proper
training and are hesitant to
make decisions.

Focus on improving
healthcare: Nadda
Expresses concern over underutilisation

of health funds by states

PNS n NEW DELHI

Pope Francis was likely to visit
India next year but his sojourn
could not materialise after he
breathed his last on Monday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Pope Francis twice --
in 2021 and 2024 -- and extend-
ed an invitation for him to visit
India that the pontiff had accept-
ed. Union minister George
Kurian, who visited Vatican City
last December, said the much-
awaited visit was expected to take
place after the celebrations of the
jubilee year of Jesus Christ's birth
by the Catholic Church in 2025.

The last papal visit to India was
in 1999 when Pope John Paul II

came to New Delhi to preside
over the concluding celebrations
of the Special Assembly of Synod
of Bishops of Asia. He had met
the then vice-president Krishan

Kant and prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. Pope John Paul
II also visited India in February
1986 and toured different parts
of the country, including the

Missionaries of Charity in
Kolkata and met the Indian lead-
ership.

The first pontiff to visit India
was Paul IV, who visited Mumbai
in 1964 to attend the International
Eucharistic Congress.Modi, along
with External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar first met Pope Francis
in Vatican City in October 2021
on the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Rome.

The prime minister had
extended an invitation to Pope
Francis to visit India at an early
date. Modi also met Pope Francis
on the sidelines of the G7 Summit
in Apulia, Italy, in June last year
and renewed the invitation for
him to visit India.

A papal visit that could not fructify

Chidambaram on

ED action in

National Herald

case

PNS n NEW DELHI

The "political assault" on the
integrity and reputation of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi is an "abuse of power",
former Union minister P
Chidambaram said on
Monday as he questioned the
ED chargesheet against the
Congress leaders in the
National Herald case.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Delhi Congress
office, Chidambaram alleged
that the facts of the case made
it clear that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) at the behest
of its "political masters is car-
rying on a vendetta against"
the opposition party leaders.

There were no proceeds of
the crime in the case and

hence there could not be a
money laundering case and as
such the ED has no jurisdic-
tion in it, the senior Congress
leader claimed and asserted
that the party will "prevail over
the assault".

"The entire Congress party
will resist and fight back this
political assault on its leaders
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi. Truth will prevail,
justice will prevail, we will pre-
vail," he said.

Defending the Gandhis,
Chidambaram said in the con-
version of loan to equity that
happened in the case of
Associated Journals Limited
(AJL) and Young Indian (YI),
the Congress loaned Rs 90
crore to AJL over a period of
10-12 years. That loan was
bought by Young Indian which
is irrecoverable, he said.
"Therefore the loan was con-
verted into equity," he said
and added it is a well-known
instrument employed by the
banks.

Recently, Chidambraram
said, the Government of India
(GOI) converted the liability of
Rs 36,000 crore owned by
Vodafone India to it, into
equity. Now, the Government
of India equity in Vodafone
India is 48.99 per cent, he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

US Vice President JD Vance,
accompanied by his Indian-
origin wife Usha and their
three children, on Monday vis-
ited the Central Cottage
Industries Emporium (CCIE)
located in Janpath in the
national capital, where they
purchased some traditional
Indian handicrafts.

The Vances, who landed in
Delhi this morning, began
their India visit with a morn-
ing tour of the Swaminarayan
Akshardham Temple, situated
near the banks of the Yamuna.
Later, they stopped by the
Cottage Emporium, a gov-
ernment-run showroom
known for authentic hand-
loom and handicraft products
from across India.

"It was a wonderful visit and
he (Vance) enjoyed it a lot. We
were quite enthusiastic. He
also purchased some items
from our showroom," CCIE

General Manager Meera
Somani told PTI videos.

According to Cottage
Emporium staff, the Vances
picked up wooden items,
handloom products, and
brassware. "They were very
happy to see Indian handicraft
and handloom products under
one roof," Anil Rajak, a staffer,
said.

Established in 1952, the
Central Cottage Industries
Emporium was envisioned as
a platform to revive India’s
craft heritage, impacted by
industrialization in the post-
colonial era. For over seven
decades, it has served as a cul-
tural window to the world,
supporting artisans and pro-
moting traditional crafts.

The Vance family arrived in
Delhi to a warm reception ear-
lier in the day and was
received at the airport by
Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw.

US V-P Vance, family visit Delhi's Cottage
Emporium; admire Indian handicrafts

ISRO achieves docking of SpaDeX satellites for second time: Min

PNS n NEW DELHI

The race for technological
supremacy has begun, and
India can ill-afford to be a
mere spectator in it, Lt Gen
Amardeep Singh Aujla, the
Army's Master General
Sustenance (MGS), said on
Monday.

He called on the defence
industry to "march together"
with the armed forces to cre-

ate a secure future for the
country.

In his address at an 'Industry
Interactive Session' hosted by
the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry here,
Lt Gen Aujla impressed upon
the representatives of the
domestic defence industry the
importance of "customised
solutions", as what is needed
for Siachen will be different
from the requirements for the

armed forces in the plains or
the desert.

"I am also looking at a
capability that this industry
should have. At the end of the
day, even if we are in a conflict,
you should be able to give me
a solution based on my
requirements within the ear-
liest possible timeframe. So,
that is the level of investment
and R&D that has to happen,"
he said.

‘In race for tech supremacy, India
can ill-afford to be mere spectator'

PNS n NEW DELHI

Calling it as sorry state of
affairs, the Supreme Court on
Monday rapped the Delhi
government over the delay in
the premature release of pris-
oners. A bench of Justices
Abhay S Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan also censured the
sentence review board (SRB)
for rejecting prayers of prema-
ture release.

"Sorry state of affairs pre-
vails in the manner in which
the Delhi government is deal-
ing with the issue of premature
release of prisoners. There is

much to be said about it," the
bench said. The top court
observed despite the assurance
of the Delhi government noth-
ing was done and called for a
deeper probe of the manner in
which the issue of premature
release was being handled.

The top court had previous-
ly slammed the Delhi govern-
ment over the delay in decid-
ing remission plea filed by 114
convicts, including a Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorist who was
convicted for conspiring to
wage war against the country
and was awarded life impris-
onment.

‘SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS'

SC slams Delhi govt over delay
in premature release of prisoners

‘Abuse of power to dent
reputation of Sonia, Rahul’

PNS n PATNA

A day after Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s rally in
Bihar witnessed a thin turnout,
the party on Monday sacked the
Buxar district unit chief over
"irregularities and lack of coor-
dination" in organising the event.

Buxar District Congress pres-
ident Manoj Kumar Pandey has
been suspended indefinitely and
stripped of all organisational
posts, Rajesh Rathod, chairman
of the media cell of Bihar Pradesh
Congress Committee (BPCC),
said. "The party has decided to
suspend Pandey from all posts
he was holding in the organisa-
tion, including that of Buxar
District Congress president, with
immediate effect due to lack of
coordination and irregularities
on his part in connection with
the party’s ‘Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhan’ rally held at Dalsagar
Stadium.”

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian Space
Research Organisation has
successfully executed the
second docking of the two
satellites which are part of
the Space Docking
Experiment (SpaDeX)
mission, Union minister

Jitendra Singh said on
Monday.

"#ISRO SPADEX
Update: Glad to inform
that the second docking of
satellites has been accom-
plished successfully,"
Singh, the science and
technology minister, said
in a post on X.

The SpaDeX mission
was launched on
December 30 last year
when the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) placed the two
satellites -- SDX01 and
SDX02 -- in orbit to
demonstrate the docking
experiment in space.

Cong plans march
against proposed

anti-urban naxal law
PNS n MUMBAI

Mumbai Congress president
Varsha Gaikwad on Monday
demanded the withdrawal of
the proposed law against urban
naxalism in Maharashtra,
alleging it will be misused by
the government to suppress the
people's voice against injustice.

Gaikwad said a protest
march will be organised in
Mumbai on Tuesday against
the bill, scheduled to be intro-
duced in the monsoon session
of the state legislature.

Kharge's rally: Cong
sacks Buxar chief



BY KAJLEEN KAUR

I
ndia boasts a demographic dividend, with a working-age
population (15–64 years) of around 67 per cent, which can
propel economic growth. This momentous opportunity,

however, necessitates optimising the potential of the available
labour force by ensuring a reduction in unemployment and
underemployment and building human capital.

The macroeconomic growth models explain long-term
sustainable progress as a function of labour force growth
and technology built over time with human capital. 

India faces no dearth in population and therefore labour
force, but it lacks education, which is necessary to develop
individuals’ productivity and foster technological advance-
ments. Besides, the economy languishes with high unem-
ployment, which fails to realise the so-called “demograph-
ic dividend”.

The India Employment Report 2024 shows the Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR) at 52 per cent, compared
to 76 per cent in China. This indicates that nearly half of
the possible dividend is forfended. 

To further add to the woes, the female LFPR stands at 37
per cent in India, compared to an average of 70 per cent in
China. This places India as the 13th lowest female LFPR.

The report also highlights that India’s youth grapples with
soaring unemployment rates. Shockingly, they account for
83 per cent of the unemployed workforce. Even more dis-
appointing is the share of youngsters with higher education
in the total unemployed, which has almost doubled from
35.2 per cent in 2000 to 65 per cent in 2022.

This brings to the surface the grave reality that a large por-
tion of the potential labour force capable of contributing to
growth is dissipated. 

More particularly, India adds 3 million graduates annu-
ally, but 33 per cent of them are unemployed or underem-
ployed (CMIE, 2024).  There exists a wide gap between
industry requirements and the education system.

Only 15 per cent of our workforce has formal vocation-
al training, compared to 70 per cent in South Korea
(UNESCO). However, the Government’s initiatives like
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme, and Skill India Digital
Hub are trying to bridge this divide. The Economic
Survey 2023–24 notes that the Indian economy needs to
generate an average of nearly 78.5 lakh jobs annually until
2030, in the non-farm sector, to cater to the rising work-
force. This is further distressed as around 90 per cent of the
workforce is engaged in informal work, facing irregular work
and income, absence of social security benefits, and sub-
standard working conditions. 

The manufacturing sector, which has huge untapped
potential to absorb unskilled and semi-skilled labour that

moves away from agriculture, contributes only 14 per cent
to the GDP in India as compared to 27 per cent in China. 

While the agrarian sector employs 43 per cent of the work-
force, it contributes only 16 per cent to GDP. India’s eco-
nomic growth has been primarily driven by the services sec-
tor, which lacks employment absorption because of skill 
intensity. 

Additionally, the advent of artificial intelligence is unde-
niably a threat to the already dismal employment situation,
further aggravating the population-to-opportunities mis-
match. There is an ardent need to prioritise labour-inten-
sive manufacturing to engage unskilled labour, along with
concentrated efforts to support MSMEs. 

Moreover, the transforming nature of employment, such
as the gig workforce, is expected to form 6.7 per cent of the
non-agricultural workforce or 4.1 per cent of the total liveli-
hood in India by 2029–30; the labour policy must ensure
a robust minimum level of employment quality. 

Most importantly, for India to harness its demographic
dividend and not make it a missed opportunity, investment
in skilled education is needed to nurture a workforce
equipped with employable skills.

India’s demographic dividend offers immense potential,
but without addressing unemployment, skill gaps, and infor-
mal employment, it risks becoming a lost opportunity.
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W
hen Prime Minister Narendra
Modi first outlined India’s
SAGAR vision — Security and
Growth for All in the Region —

in 2015 during a visit to Mauritius, few could
have predicted how it would evolve into a
sweeping geopolitical doctrine encompass-
ing not only the Indian Ocean but the west-
ern coasts of Africa and beyond. Nearly a
decade later, India’s maritime strategy is
undergoing a quiet yet profound transfor-
mation. From SAGAR, the nation is now
navigating toward Mahasagar — literally, the
“Great Ocean” — signalling a decisive pivot
in India’s foreign and security policy with
Africa in clear sight. The SAGAR initiative,
initially conceived to promote maritime
security and economic cooperation among
Indian Ocean nations, has served as a
foundation for India’s role as a “net securi-
ty provider” in the region. But today’s real-
ity demands more than regional stewardship.
The increasing footprint of China in the
Indian Ocean, from Gwadar to Djibouti, and
the growing strategic relevance of the west-
ern Indian Ocean island states, have prompt-
ed India to recalibrate. The shift to
Mahasagar (Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security And Growth
Across Regions) represents not just a change
in terminology but a fundamental reimag-
ining of India’s role in the Indo–Pacific.

At the heart of this transformation lies
Mauritius, a small island nation with outsized
significance. More than a maritime partner,
Mauritius shares a cultural and civilisation-
al bond with India that predates diplomat-
ic relations. Home to a large Indian-origin
population, Mauritius has become a trust-
ed partner in India’s security calculus. Over
the years, India has extended grants, built
infrastructure, supplied patrol vessels and
aircraft, and helped set up coastal surveil-
lance radar systems across the Mauritian
archipelago. But it is the development of the
Agalega Islands — with an airstrip and jetty
capable of supporting military-grade assets
— that best symbolises the quiet assertive-
ness of the Mahasagar vision.

Critics argue that India’s investment in
Agalega mimics the Chinese playbook of
dual-use port development seen in
Hambantota and Gwadar. However, the cru-
cial difference lies in the nature of India’s
partnerships. Unlike China’s debt-driven port
diplomacy, India’s maritime engagement rests
on mutual respect, development cooperation,
and the principle of shared security. The
Indo–Mauritian relationship is one of kin-
ship diplomacy — one that grows not just
from strategic needs but from shared histo-
ry and people-to-people ties.

But the Mahasagar doctrine does not stop
at Mauritius. It casts a wider net — one that
spans from Seychelles and Madagascar to
Kenya, Mozambique, and Tanzania. India is
increasing its naval engagements, signing

logistics and defence
agreements, and offer-
ing capacity-building
assistance across the
African coast. The
logic is strategic: the
western Indian Ocean
is not just a transit
zone but a critical mar-
itime highway for
global trade, energy
routes, and naval

mobility. With China making aggressive
inroads through the Belt and Road Initiative
and military bases like the one in Djibouti,
India is asserting its own footprint — not by
coercion, but through collaboration. The
pivot to Mahasagar also highlights India’s
ambition to become a blue-water navy with
global reach. Indian naval ships are now a
common sight in African ports. Naval exer-
cises, hydrographic surveys, humanitarian
missions, and training programmes have
become regular features of India–Africa mar-
itime relations. The Indian Navy is no longer
a regional patrol force; it is fast becoming a
symbol of India’s strategic confidence, capa-
ble of shaping the security architecture of the

entire Indo–Pacific. Importantly, this trans-
formation is not purely militaristic. The
Mahasagar vision also embraces the idea of
the blue economy — a sustainable use of
ocean resources for economic growth,
improved livelihoods, and ecosystem health.
India’s support for maritime infrastructure,
fisheries development, and coastal tourism
in partner countries underscores its commit-
ment to holistic maritime growth. It is a
model that seeks not just security but
shared prosperity. 

The messaging is also clear. As China
intensifies its presence through military bases
and commercial ports, India is building
friendships. Where Beijing offers loans, India
offers trust. Where China sets up surveillance
posts, India establishes radar stations with
shared access. Where China builds harbours
that could dock submarines, India helps
build coast guard stations to fight piracy,
smuggling, and maritime crime. This con-
trast is not lost on African nations seeking
partners who respect sovereignty and sus-
tainability. Domestically, the Mahasagar
strategy aligns with India’s broader geopo-
litical identity. As a civilisational power with
ancient maritime traditions — from Chola
expeditions to trade with East Africa and the
Gulf — India is reclaiming its historical place
in the oceanic realm. The Indian Ocean is
not a frontier — it is India’s historical high-
way, linking cultures, religions, and com-

merce. By integrating Africa into this vision,
India is not expanding its reach; it is
reawakening a dormant maritime con-
sciousness.In geopolitical terms, this shift
could not come at a more crucial time. As
the global order becomes increasingly mul-
tipolar and the Indo–Pacific emerges as the
new theatre of strategic competition, India’s
Mahasagar doctrine provides a distinct
alternative.

It blends hard power with soft diploma-
cy, regional ambition with global respon-
sibility, and tradition with modern strate-
gy. It positions India not just as a counter-
weight to China, but as a civilisational ally
to Africa — one whose rise is guided by
partnership, not patronage. What began in
2015 as a regional security initiative has now
matured into a grand ocean dream. The
journey from SAGAR to Mahasagar is more
than a maritime shift — it is a statement of
intent.

It tells the world that India is ready to lead
not by dominance, but by example. And in
doing so, it has found a natural partner in
Africa and a reliable anchor in Mauritius. “An
ocean for all, free and open, where every
nation may sail in peace and security,” aptly
said Woodrow Wilson.

India’s expanding maritime vision
As India reimagines its role in the Indo–Pacific, this quiet yet profound pivot signals not only a strategic response to

China’s growing presence, but also a deeper civilisational reawakening rooted in partnership, not patronage
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India’s demographic dividend at risk

Visa shock for
Indian students

SC reins in overreaching Governor

Madam —  The Supreme Court has issued a timely and
firm reminder to Governors across various states that they
are not political gatekeepers or watchdogs, but consti-
tutional functionaries. They are duty-bound to act with-
in the framework of the Constitution, and failure to do
so will invite judicial intervention — as seen recently in
Tamil Nadu.The case involving Governor R N Ravi is a
stark example. His tenure has been marred by political
friction, constitutional brinkmanship, and disregard for
democratic norms. The Supreme Court made it unequiv-
ocally clear: Governors cannot stall the legislative
process or undermine the wil l  of  elected
Governments.Under the Constitution, a Governor may
return a bill once for reconsideration or reserve it for the
President. Prolonged delays — stretching into years —
are unacceptable. Such actions are not only unconstitu-
tional but also a dereliction of duty. 

This ruling brings much-needed clarity and alignment
between state and central governance. Just as the
President must assent to a re-passed bill by Parliament,
Governors must do the same at the state level. They have
no veto powers based on political preference. By reaf-
firming that legislatures, not unelected officials, are the
cornerstone of democracy, the Supreme Court has upheld
the spirit of federalism. Its directive is both appropriate
and timely.                                      RK JAIN I BARWANI 

UNESCO recognises Bhagavad Gita

Madam — This refers to the recent news, “Manuscripts of
Bhagavad Gita, Natyashastra added to UNESCO register”
(April 19).  It is a matter of immense pride for the spiri-
tual and cultural communities in India and abroad that
manuscripts of the Shrimad Bhagavad Gita and Bharat
Muni’s Natyashastra have been included in UNESCO’s
Memory of the World Register.

The Bhagavad Gita holds a timeless place in the spir-
itual consciousness of India. The guidance imparted by Lord
Krishna to Arjuna, through 700 verses across 18 chapters,
offers eternal wisdom and remains relevant to this day.

Its teachings continue to illuminate the path for follow-
ers of Sanatan Dharma and inspire philosophical discourse
worldwide. Similarly, the Natyashastra — an ancient
treatise on performing arts — underscores India’s deep-
rooted cultural traditions. 

This international recognition reinforces the richness
of India’s intellectual and spiritual legacy. The inclusion of
the Bhagavad Gita and Natyashastra manuscripts in
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register is a proud
moment for India.

This global recognition highlights the enduring spiri-
tual, philosophical, and cultural significance of these ancient
texts, reaffirming India’s profound contributions to the
world’s intellectual and artistic heritage.         

YUGAL KISHORE SHARMA I FARIDABAD   

Made in India gets global traction

Madam —   India’s “Made in India” initiative is gaining strong
traction, positioning the country as a rising global manufac-
turing hub. Several developments signal this shift: India now
produces 20 per cent of the world’s iPhones, there’s a notable
rise in exports of Indian-manufactured weapons, and coun-
tries such as Canada are exploring collaboration on Vande
Bharat Express trains.

The ongoing trade conflict between the United States and
China is likely to accelerate this trend. With China threat-
ening to withhold rare earth materials crucial for the man-
ufacturing of weapons and electronics, the U.S. defence and
tech sectors could face significant disruption.  

This presents a unique opportunity for India to step up
and fill the gap. Now is the opportune moment for India to
aggressively promote its manufacturing sector.  

With the right policies and strategic investments, this shift
could lead to a substantial economic boost and elevate India’s
position in the global supply chain. 

India’s growing manufacturing capabilities, from iPhones
to defence exports, signal its emergence as a global
industrial hub. 

Amid US–China trade tensions, India has a unique chance
to fill critical supply chain gaps. Strategic investments now
can propel economic growth and cement India’s role in glob-
al manufacturing leadership.

AMARJEET KUMAR I HAZARIBAGH 

A
propos “Protect minorities with-
out excuses: India tells
Bangladesh” (The Pioneer, April

20), the recent brutal killing of
Bhabesh Chandra Roy — vice-president
of the Biral unit of the Bangladesh Puja
Udjapan Parishad and a respected
Hindu community leader — has
shocked and saddened many. In just
the past two months, there have been
76 attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh,
leading to 23 deaths. 

These attacks have intensified fol-
lowing the ouster of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina amid student-led
protests. Since then, the Hindu minori-
ty has faced relentless violence, prop-
erty destruction, and severe harass-
ment. Under the interim Government
led by Muhammad Yunus, the situation
has deteriorated further, with perpetra-
tors enjoying impunity. 

This pattern points to a systemic tar-
geting of Hindus and an alarming disre-
gard for basic human rights. The atroci-

ties against minorities not only weaken
the secular fabric of Bangladesh but
also strain its ties with India. Despite
repeated diplomatic appeals and con-
demnations from India, the persecution
continues unabated.  It is imperative
that Bangladesh acts swiftly to protect
its minorities and uphold justice.

In light of ongoing violence against
Hindus in Bangladesh, including the
recent killing of Bhabesh Chandra Roy,
India has rightly urged Dhaka to act
without excuses. 

Since Sheikh Hasina’s ouster,
attacks on minorities have surged
under the interim Muhammad Yunus-
led Government. With over 70 incidents
in just two months, the impunity of per-
petrators is deeply troubling.

Bangladesh must urgently uphold
minority rights, restore law and order,
and prevent further erosion of its secu-
lar and diplomatic standing — else it
runs the risk of total breakdown.

N. SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

BANGLADESH MUST END TARGETED
VIOLENCE AGAINST HINDUS

Very sad news on the passing of His Holiness Pope Francis.
On behalf of the people of Latvia I express my deep
condolences to all the Catholics and the Church. 
Pope Francis was compassionate and kind human being and
he will be greatly missed.

EDGARS RRINKEVICS, PPRESIDENT OOF TTHE RREPUBLIC OOF LLATVIA

TAKE

Leaderspeak

SANTHOSH
MATHEW

(The author is Professor, Centre for South Asian Studies,
School of International Studies and Social Sciences,

Pondicherry Central University, India.
Views are personal)

The writer is Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, SGGSCC,
University of Delhi. Views are personal)

I
n a move that has sparked concern across academic and diplo-

matic circles, the Trump administration has revoked student visas

for hundreds of international students, with a staggering 50 per

cent of the affected individuals hailing from India. The American

Immigration Lawyers’ Association (AILA) has revealed this informa-

tion. AILA collected 327 reports of visa revocations and Student and

Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) terminations from stu-

dents, attorneys, and university personnel. What is of concern to India

is that this move disproportionately affects Indian nationals, followed

by students from China (14 per cent), South Korea, Nepal, and

Bangladesh. There are serious concerns about the transparency and

consistency of the process, as the actions lack proper oversight and

are leaving students with little to no recourse. The revocations are not

only a personal and academic setback for the students involved but

also reflect a growing unease in the international student community.

Many have described the process as abrupt and arbitrary, with limited

opportunities to appeal SEVIS terminations or clarify misunderstand-

ings.  For Indian students, who comprise one of the largest popula-

tions of international students in the United States, this development

is deeply unsettling. These students invest heavily — both financially

and emotionally — in pursuing higher education in the US. The visa

revocations interrupt academic progress, affect employment opportu-

nities tied to their studies, and, in many cases, may force them to

leave the country abruptly. The psychological toll is equally signifi-

cant. Students face uncertainty, fear of deportation, and the poten-

tial stigma of visa termination, which could affect future travel and

academic prospects.

The ramifications of this policy move extend beyond individual stu-

dents to American educational institutions. International students are

a vital source of revenue for US universities, contributing billions of

dollars annually through tuition and living expenses. Many graduate

programmes in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

(STEM) — areas critical to US innovation — rely heavily on internation-

al talent, particularly from India and China. With increasing visa

uncertainties, universities may find it harder to attract top global stu-

dents. This could result in lower enrolment numbers, loss of funding,

and a diminished reputation for academic inclusiveness and excel-

lence. Moreover, such measures may deter future applicants, who

may opt for more welcoming countries such as Canada, Australia, or

Germany. While the Trump administration has not offered detailed

justifications for these specific revocations, the actions are consis-

tent with its broader immigration stance.

Throughout his presidency, Donald Trump emphasised tightening

immigration controls and “putting Americans first,” often casting a

sceptical eye on visa programmes — even those meant for students

and skilled workers. One reason for these revocations may be tied to

concerns about misuse of visa programmes, fraudulent enrolment, or

security vetting. However, critics argue that such justifications are

being applied too broadly, punishing legitimate students and tarnish-

ing the US’s image as a global education hub. 

The Trump administration’s decision to revoke a significant number

of student visas, disproportionately affecting Indian nationals, marks

a troubling development in US immigration policy. If left unchecked,

such policies could shift global student mobility away from the US,

undermining the nation’s historical status as the premier destination

for higher education.

US revokes hundreds of student visas: 50
per cent affected are Indian students

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



T
he Supreme Court of India,  on 
December 12, 1996, in its epoch-making
order on TN Godavarman
Thirumullapad vs Union of India and

Others, had set into motion a marvellous judicial
intervention on forest conservation in the coun-
try — and the rest is the history of an innumer-
able number of orders in correcting the several
wrong decisions affecting forest and wildlife con-
servation in the country.

After 29 years of experience of judicial inter-
vention, in yet another suo motu intervention on
April 3, 2025 — thanks to the students of
Hyderabad University and the media — the
Supreme Court Bench headed by Justice B R Gavai
and Augustine George Masih, helped by Senior
Advocate K Parmeshwar (the amicus curiae in
the Godavarman forest cases, who alerted the
Court to media reports about the deforestation),
acted.

The Bench acted swiftly, expressing shock at the
scale of the tree felling and the use of heavy
machinery to clear approximately 100 acres in just
a few days — directing the Registrar General of
Andhra High Court to visit the site of the felling
and submit the report the same day in the after-
noon of April 3 itself.

The Registrar General, after visiting the site in
the afternoon, sent the report; and then the Bench,
in a very forthright, acerbic tone, warned the state
Chief Secretary and senior bureaucrats of putting
them in jail in the same location by constructing
a temporary jail. 

The Court comments are scathing for the
Telangana Governemnt but in favour of trees,
wildlife and the natural environment, which are
part of our ecosystem but cannot speak and
protest, yet they are the resource base for human
survival. 

The Court heard the case again on 16 April and
again warned the Chief Secretary and other offi-
cers of sending them to imprisonment for felling
trees over 100 acres if the damage was not
addressed through a restoration plan and direct-
ed the Telangana governemnt to submit the same
in the next four weeks. 

While hearing the case, the Bench reiterated
that the 1996 Supreme Court order is sacrosanct
in defining what constitutes forests — irrespec-
tive of the status of the land. 

The Bench, while reiterating its warning to the
officers of state, directed the state Chief Wildlife
Warden to ensure protection to wildlife and asked
for a restoration plan for the 100-acre felled
forests, while also stating that high-rise buildings
cannot be made in the company of wildlife. It
made it clear that the State Governemnt had to
take permission for felling of all kinds of trees —
be it recorded forests or otherwise — if it comes
under the purview of deemed forests as outlined
in the 1996 order of the Supreme Court.

So, the die has been cast so far as the defini-
tion of forest is concerned, coming as it did after

the Forest Conservation (Amendment) Act was
passed by Parliament in 2023. The amendment
primarily clarifies the scope of forest land and sim-
plifies procedures for certain activities. 

The amendment clari-
fies that forest land includes
areas notified under the
Indian Forest Act, 1927, or
recorded in Governemnt
records as forest land as on
the 1980 Act’s enforcement
date.

The Act exempts certain
types of land from its
purview, such as land with-
in 100 km of India’s border
needed for national securi-
ty projects, small roadside
amenities, and public roads

leading to a habitation. 
Now, the observations of the Supreme Court

Bench have restored the 1996 order of the
Supreme Court, and hence all states are duty-
bound to obtain permission for non-forest use of

deemed forest land.  
Now let us examine the context of such viru-

lent observations of sending state officers to jail
by the Apex Court on April 3, as well as reiterat-
ing it on April 16, 2025. After this, the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
also sought a report from the Telangana
Governemnt. 

It is a stark fact that the forests of the country
are not in good shape — and the most important
reason is the public apathy for conservation of
forests at all levels, be it the public at large, admin-
istrative or political leaders of all hues, though they
keep tom-tomming on solemn occasions and pro-
vide lip service to the forests, biodiversity and river
systems. 

This is quite revealed from the way our
Governemnts function at both the Centre and
state level. We need to look at the State of Forest
Report 2023, which clearly brought out that more
than 37 per cent of tree cover out of the 82 mil-
lion ha of forest and tree cover is created by the
farmers of the country — and it is worth ponder-
ing the fate of forest-related biodiversity on these

farmers’ land.
Another grim reminder is the lack of adequate

regeneration in recorded forests, as only 48 per
cent  of the forest areas have adequate regenera-
tion. The degradation is also increasing, as
46,000 ha of recorded forests have nearly com-
pletely lost their tree cover. 

There is a need that the IAS and IFS officers
sitting in the Ministry decide to change this matrix
of degradation and work sincerely to ensure a pol-
icy framework for better forest and biodiversity
management.

This writer is very forthright in asking the for-
est service mandarins to get over the clique syn-
drome and speak in a single voice for the trees,
wild animals and our rivers and rivulets. The pro-
fessionalism these days is seen more in acquies-
cence and lobbying than in standing for the 
real cause. 

It is because of this that the Supreme Court
Bench made these sarcastic comments — and it
is time now that the officers work honestly and
balance the need for development with conser-
vation. Once they stand firm and truthful, then
the political masters shall follow. 

There is a need for increasing the budget of the
forestry sector and empowerment of communi-
ties under the Joint Forest Management
Programme. 

But one of the biggest causes of deforestation
is the lopsided and open-ended implementation
of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, who — along with foreign-fund-
ed NGOs and ‘Jhola chhap’ social activists and
phoney foresters — portray the romantic vision
of promoting encroachments on forest land. 

They must desist or must be sidelined by the
Governemnt and asked to work to make the land
so far allotted to tribals productive so that their
socio-economic status improves. 

It is hoped that this intervention of the Apex
Court will force all concerned to change track.In
conclusion, the Supreme Court’s timely interven-
tion once again underscores the vital role of the
judiciary in safeguarding India’s forests 
and wildlife.  

The strong stance taken by the Court, includ-
ing warnings of imprisonment for errant officials
— reaffirms the sanctity of the 1996 Godavarman
order and its relevance despite recent legislative
changes. It also highlights the growing civic
engagement, especially from students and media,
in environmental issues. 

Moving forward, it is imperative for adminis-
trative leadership and policymakers to prioritise
ecological integrity, implement restoration mea-
sures, and foster genuine, professional commit-
ment to forest conservation — balancing devel-
opment with sustainability for future generations.

T
he farming industry is one of the
significant pillars of the Indian
economy, contributing a significant

16 per cent of India’s GDP and engaging
more than half of the country’s popula-
tion. However, to date, there has been a
slow uptake of advanced technologies in
agriculture. While several agritech start-
ups have been launched and well-fund-
ed by investors, the connection between
these ventures and farmers remains a
challenge. One of the main problems that
these start-ups have to contend with is
that of high costs, which tend to be asso-
ciated with technology. 

There are many tools — including
those used in precision farming, machin-
ery such as weather stations, and sensors
that can be applied to the soil — that hold
the future of increased yields and sustain-
able farming. However, the cost associ-
ated with such technologies might be
unaffordable for small farmers, who
form the largest percentage of India’s
farming community. Devices such as IoT
sensors can cost hundreds of dollars per
year, meaning that while a slight increase
in yield for such farmers is hard to come
by, the devices do not offer value for
money.

More than 80 per cent of farmers in
India are marginal farmers, cultivating
landholdings of less than five acres.
These marginal lands are often fragment-
ed into multiple smaller plots, allowing
farmers to grow different crops on the
same holding.

This fragmentation poses a challenge
for agritech solutions designed for large-
scale farming. However, satellite-based
data solutions can bridge this gap by
providing precise, farm-specific insights
even for farms having an area of only a
quarter of an acre (about 10,000 square
feet), enabling even smallholder farm-
ers to optimise their crop management
and improve productivity.

The policies of the Indian agricultur-
al sector fluctuate, and some crucial
aspects like water — which is a basic
necessity for agriculture — are con-
trolled by the state governemnt. 

While such interventions as subsidies
and grants are useful, they have led to a
situation where agritech remains a state-
subsidised model rather than a market-
driven one.

Many new agritechs have come to
depend on these Governemnt partner-
ships for revenue instead of selling
directly to farmers, which has impacted
the growth and sustainability of most of

them in the private
market.

Among the chal-
lenges that have lim-
ited the embrace of
agritech is ignorance
among farmers. 

It is essential to
understand that
large-scale farmers
might invest time
and resources to
evaluate and consid-
er adopting new
technologies, while
smallholder farmers

are more likely to
make decisions by word of mouth or
based on regular practices.

This is mainly due to the poor devel-

opment of facilities and capacity-build-
ing to form the basis for adopting inno-
vations in farming technologies.

Cost-Effective Solutions
The first area of intervention for farmer
uptake can be increased through
improved adoption of technologies that
are cheaper to develop. Although IoT-
based sensors are costly, satellite remote
sensing is feasible. 

While IoT sensors can cost several
hundred dollars and give localised infor-
mation, satellite technology offers infor-
mation for the whole farm area at a con-
siderably lower cost — usually less than
5 per cent of the price of sensors.
Satellite remote sensing, combined with
artificial intelligence and machine learn-
ing, can be used to monitor soil nutrient
levels, manage pest and disease risks, and
support irrigation water management
across large areas of farmland. 

These solutions are especially practi-
cal and accessible for smallholder farm-

ers. In this way, satellite-based solutions
represent a constrained set of technolog-
ical tools whereby agritech companies
can propose complete and high-quality
products and services at more competi-
tive prices.

localised Solutions
Given the highly heterogeneous climate
of the country and the different farming
practices followed across regions, it can
be said that a market solution carved in
one casting will not fit this agritech mar-
ket. Start-ups must provide region-spe-
cific products. 

They can, therefore, apply different
ways of ensuring their solution reaches
farms in varying regions so that farmers
can adopt it.

Pricing Models
Long-term, technology must be accessi-
ble to small and marginal farmers and
useful even for field crops like wheat —
especially in terms of the ultimate cost

of the technology delivered to the farm.
A scholar cited that the cost of any new
technology farmers must consider has to
be less than or equal to 10 per cent of the
total farming cost. This is crucial for
adoption. 

Affordability is another value that
agritech start-ups should embrace,
enabling them to offer their products at
a cheaper cost and within reach of many
farmers. Other revenue models that can
be used include fee-for-service or usage
plans in which the farmer pays only for
what is used.

Fostering Education
Guaranteeing extensive use of such tech-
nology — even if it is cheap— requires
more education and support. Agritech
companies must incorporate education
campaigns as a key means of informing
farmers about the benefits of using these
products. 

This might be achievable through
human capital development programmes,

farmer organisations or local associa-
tions. This paper contends that hands-on
training and demonstrations enable
farmers to overcome hesitance stemming
from a lack of familiarity. Current strate-
gies point to the need to make technol-
ogy simple and easy to use to minimise
the chances of farmers being unable to
adopt it on the farm.

Government and Private
Sector Collaboration
Although major funding is currently
being attracted to agritech start-ups via
governemnt grants, the long-term model
will require the involvement of both pub-
lic and private entities.

This implies a need for policies that
encourage agritech growth while avoid-
ing excessive dependence on state sub-
sidies. This includes strengthening pol-
icy content, creating private-sector incen-
tives, and guaranteeing support for farm-
ers transitioning to better technologies.
Scaling efforts via public–private partner-
ships may help deliver appropriate sup-
port to farmers.

Final Thoughts
The Indian agritech industry is at a turn-
ing point. Although there is hope in the
power of technology to transform agri-
culture, challenges such as cost, accessi-
bility and uptake remain significant.
High-end technologies like IoT sensors
and UAVs are often too expensive for
small and marginal farmers.

However, affordable and scalable
solutions — such as satellite remote sens-
ing, regionalised products, optional pric-
ing structures and farmers’ sensitisation
—are available.   When combined with
agricultural expertise and AI/ML, satel-
lite remote sensing emerges as a practi-
cal and inclusive solution, making
advanced technology accessible even to
small and marginal farmers. 

India, being one of the top agricultur-
al producers globally, has a wealth of
insights from its diverse farming land-
scape. These learnings not only improve
Indian agriculture but are also leveraged
globally to assist small and marginal
farmers elsewhere.

SAT KUMAR
TOMAR

Bridging the agritech divide with advanced farming technology
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The Supreme Court has once again stepped in with unprecedented urgency and resolve. In a suo motu intervention, the Court 
expressed outrage at the illegal felling of over 100 acres of forest land in Telangana 

As the agriculture sector stands at a crossroads, scalable innovations like satellite-based sensing, region-specific tools, 
and inclusive pricing models offer a path toward a more sustainable and tech-enabled agricultural future

(The writer is former Director-General & Chancellor of ICFRE,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Views are personal)

(The writer is Founder, Co-founder & CEO,
Satyukt Analytics. Views are personal)
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The Supreme Court roars for the forests
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THE BENCH, WHILE REITERATING

ITS WARNING TO THE OFFICERS OF

STATE, DIRECTED THE STATE CHIEF

WILDLIFE WARDEN TO ENSURE

PROTECTION TO WILDLIFE AND

ASKED FOR A RESTORATION PLAN

FOR THE 100-ACRE FELLED

FORESTS, WHILE ALSO STATING

THAT HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS

CANNOT BE MADE IN THE COMPANY

OF WILDLIFE



T
he insolvency appellate tribunal NCLAT has upheld an
NCLT order directing liquidation of debt-ridden Sintex
Plastics Technology. A two-member bench of the

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) also rejected
the submission of an unsuccessful bidder that NCLT passed an
order for liquidation even though its lone CoC member had
abstained from voting. RBL Bank was the sole member of the
Committee of Creditors (CoC) of Sintex, owning 100 per cent
votes. Subhlaxmi Investment Advisory, one of the resolution
applicants, had contended before the NCLAT that the sole
member of the CoC abstained from voting, therefore,
technically, the resolution plan submitted by it was not rejected.
However, rejecting it, the NCLAT said"... the very fact that the
sole member of the CoC did not vote in favour of the resolution
plan submitted by the appellant (Subhlaxmi Investment),
therefore, it had exercised its commercial wisdom and chose to
abstain from voting."

IN BR I E F

R
etirement fund body EPFO added 16.10 lakh net members
in February, marking a 3.99 per cent increase compared to
the same month last year, according to the latest payroll

data released on Monday. Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) enrolled around 7.39 lakh new subscribers
in February 2025, a labour ministry statement said.
This addition of new subscribers can be attributed to growing
employment opportunities, increased awareness of employee
benefits, and EPFO's successful outreach programs, the
ministry stated. The EPFO has released provisional payroll data
for February 2025, revealing a net addition of 16.10 lakh
members, according to the statement. The year-on-year
analysis reveals a growth of 3.99 per cent in net payroll
additions compared to February 2024, signifying increased
employment opportunities and heightened awareness of
employee benefits, bolstered by EPFO’s effective outreach
initiatives.

T
he rupee sustained its rally for the fifth straight session and
settled with gains of 25 paise at 85.13 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Monday, boosted by a sharp fall in the

dollar index and a surge in the domestic equities. The dollar
index has breached the 99 mark and is trading at its lowest level
in three years. Moreover, fresh foreign fund inflows and decline
in crude oil prices also favoured the rupee, forex traders said. At
the interbank foreign exchange, the domestic unit opened at
85.15 and moved between the intraday high of 85.03 and the
low of 85.19 against the greenback. The unit ended the session
at 85.13 (provisional), registering a gain of 25 paise over its
previous closing level. On Thursday, the rupee closed 26 paise
higher at 85.38 against the US dollar. The Forex market was
closed on Friday on account of Good Friday. In the five trading
sessions, the Indian currency has added 155 paise since its April
9 closing mark of 86.68 against the greenback. "We expect the
rupee to trade with a positive bias on weak US Dollar and easing
trade tariff worries. Improved global risk appetite and fresh
foreign inflows may also support the rupee. However, importer
buying of dollars may cap sharp gains. 

EPFO adds 16.10 lakh 
net members 

NCLAT upholds liquidation
of Sintex Plastics

Rupee gains 25 paise to settle
at 85.13 against US dollar

PNS n MUMBAI

The government will start
releasing the unemployment
data on monthly basis begin-
ning May 15, as against quar-
terly, a senior official said on
Monday.

The data to be released on
May 15 will include figures for
January, February and March,
and thereafter it will be
released every month, the
official told reporters here.

"For the first three months,
we will be releasing the data
on May 15. This is the first
time that we are doing it," the
official from Ministry of

Statistics and Programme
Implementation said.

India doesn't have a system
of high frequency data collec-
tion and disclosure on unem-
ployment, unlike other major
economies.

Till now, the government
had been providing data on
urban unemployment on a
quarterly basis, and combined
rural and urban unemploy-
ment data on an annual basis.

The official explained that
the data collection is statisti-
cally robust and representa-
tive, and internal consistency
checks are being carried out
for the same.

The government will meet
its guidance and come out
with the private capital expen-

diture data by April-end, the
official said.

From next year onwards, it

will also be releasing findings
of a survey of service sector
enterprises, the official said.

The government is also
working to bring out data on
the informal sector captured
in the annual survey of the
unincorporated sector, on a
quarterly basis, the official
said.

An official said that the gov-
ernment has also decided to
launch periodic labour force
survey for rural areas on a
quarterly basis.

Data is the new oil, and
there is a need for the same to
be credible and timely, the
official said, asserting that
Indian data is considered to be
robust, credible and trans-
parent globally.

The official
explained that the
data collection is
statistically 
robust and
representative,
and internal
consistency
checks are being
carried out 
for the same

PNS n HYDERABAD

Evren, a joint venture renew-
able energy platform launched
by Brookfield and the
Hyderabad-based Axis
Energy Group, has signed a
Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) with NTPC Limited,
India’s largest integrated
power utility.

This agreement, signed for
300 MW, supports the devel-
opment of around a GW of
renewable energy, including
wind, solar and battery ener-
gy storage.

The project will comprise
500 MW of wind, 330 MW of
solar and battery energy stor-
age, ensuring Firm and
Dispatchable Renewable

Energy (FDRE) to meet peak
demand reliably. The energy
will be supplied at the rate of
Rs 4.65 per unit, with 0.7
paise/unit the trading com-
mission for NTPC.

The investment in the pro-
ject stands at USD 750 mil-
lion, and it is being executed

in Andhra Pradesh.
By leveraging hybrid and

storage-based renewable tech-
nologies, this project will
enable a consistent, firm
power supply, helping distri-
bution companies meet their
peak hour demand for two
hours in the morning and in

the evening respectively,
meeting renewable energy
purchase obligations and
managing grid stability effec-
tively.

Sri Murali Surapaneni, the
Chief Executive Officer of
Axis Energy, said, “This agree-
ment with the NTPC is a
proud moment for us. It
reflects our commitment to
delivering innovative clean
energy projects that are scal-
able, sustainable, and aligned
with the nation's vision for a
green future. With Andhra
Pradesh as a strategic base, we
are excited to drive forward a
project of this scale and com-
plexity, and set new bench-
marks in hybrid renewable
energy generation.”
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Evren signs 300 MW renewable energy PPA with NTPC

PNS n NEW DELHI

India should engage with China
and the US on equal terms and
the engagement should be guid-
ed by its strategic autonomy,
economic interest and global
trade principles, not by external
pressure, think tank GTRI said
on Monday.

These remarks came in the
backdrop of
China's warning
that it would
take counter-
measures in a
"resolute and
reciprocal" man-
ner against
nations that
strike trade deals
with America at
the expense of
Chinese inter-
ests.

Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said that
China's warning of retaliation
against countries aligning with
the US efforts to isolate Beijing
must be viewed through the lens
of global supply chain realities.

Leading economies, including
the US, EU, Japan, South Korea,
and India, are deeply dependent
on China for the supply of
industrial and consumer goods,
it said, adding that China is
embedded at every level of the

global production hierarchy -
finished goods, intermediate
products and parts and compo-
nents.

Replacing China entirely
requires building manufacturing
capabilities from the raw mate-
rial stage upward an effort that
no country has yet achieved at
scale.

The think tank said that India
must chart an
indep endent
c o u r s e ,
strengthening
its domestic
manufacturing
base and reduc-
ing critical
import depen-
dencies through
targeted invest-
ment in deep
manufacturing.

At the same
time, it said, India should
remain firmly committed to
WTO-led multilateral trade
norms and avoid actions that
risk violating global rules.

"India should not be drawn
into binary geopolitical rivalries.
Instead, it must engage with
both China and the US on equal
terms, guided by strategic auton-
omy, economic interest, and
global trade principles not by
external pressure," GTRI founder
Ajay Srivastava said.

India must engage
with China, US on
equal terms: GTRI

PNS n NEW DELHI

Hyundai Motor India on
Monday said SUVs account-
ed for 68.5 per cent of its
overall sales in the last fiscal
year, registering a growth of
8 per cent as compared with
the 2023-24 fiscal year.

The company expects the
SUV contribution to cross 70
per cent in one year.

For FY25, the automaker
reported sales of 7,62,052
units as compared with
7,77,876 units in FY24.

Its domestic sales stood at
5,98,666 units while export
shipments were at 1,63,386
units in the last fiscal year.

Hyundai said it witnessed a
significant shift in customer
preference, with penetration
of sunroof-equipped vehicles
surging to 53 per cent, under-
lining the growing prefer-
ence for premium features.

"FY2024-25 has been a
landmark year for Hyundai
Motor India. The fact that two
out of every third vehicle
sold by us in India was an
SUV is a testament to our
deep understanding of Indian
customers and our commit-
ment to delivering innova-
tion, safety and style,"

Hyundai Motor India Whole-
Time Director and COO
Tarun Garg said in a state-
ment.

The doubling of ADAS
variant contribution and
growing popularity of sun-
roof-equipped models reflects
the rising aspirations of our
customers and their readiness
to embrace global technolo-
gies, he added.

Currently,  sunroof is
offered as an optional feature
in 12 out of 14 models in the
Hyundai portfolio.

Furthermore, Advanced

Driver Assistance Systems
(ADAS) variant contribution
doubled from 6.7 per cent in
FY24 to 14.3 per cent in
FY25, the automaker said.

The company said it is
offering ADAS as an option in
nine of its models.

Creta emerged as the
largest-selling model in the
domestic passenger vehicle
segment in March with sales
of 18,059 units.

The company sells various
SUVs like Venue, Creta,
Alcazar, and Tucson in the
domestic market.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Investors' wealth soared by Rs
32 lakh crore in the five-day
stock rally to Monday powered
by foreign fund inflows and a
broad-based gains in equities.

On Monday, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 855.30
points or 1.09 per cent
to settle above the
79,000 mark at
79,408.50. In the past
five-days, the BSE
barometer zoomed
5,561.35 points or 7.53
per cent.

The market capital-
isation of BSE-listed
firms surged by Rs
32,03,295.8 crore to Rs
4,25,85,629.02 crore (USD 5
trillion) in five trading days.

"Markets opened higher and
extended the gains throughout
the day powered by broad-
based rally and positive
domestic cues as strong bank
earnings over the weekend
boosted the overall sentiment.
Quarterly earnings season is in
full swing with heavyweight
banks reporting results over
the weekend largely above
estimates with strong outlook
and positive commentary,"
Satish Chandra Aluri, Analyst,

Lemonn Markets Desk, said.
With foreign investors fast

losing their confidence in the
US economy and Trump’s flip-
flop tariff policy, we are seeing
renewed foreign inflows into
markets which are also driving
the indices higher, he added.

From the Sensex firms, Tech

Mahindra, IndusInd Bank,
Power Grid, Bajaj Finserv,
Mahindra & Mahindra, HCL
Tech, Axis Bank, State Bank of
India, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Infosys, Reliance Industries
and Tata Steel were the biggest
gainers.

Adani Ports, Hindustan
Unilever, ITC, Asian Paints
and Nestle were among the
laggards.

The BSE midcap gauge
surged 2.20 per cent and the
smallcap index jumped 1.67
per cent.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The output of eight key infra-
structure sectors slowed down
to 3.8 per cent in March, as
against 6.3 per cent growth reg-
istered a year ago, according to
official data released on
Monday.

On a monthly basis, the
growth rate in the production
of these sectors was slightly
higher than the 3.4 per cent
expansion recorded in
February.

In March, production of
crude oil and natural gas
recorded a negative growth.

The production growth of
coal, refinery products, steel
and electricity moderated to 1.6
per cent, 0.2 per cent, 7.1 per
cent, and 6.2 per cent, respec-
tively. Fertiliser production
rose by 8.8 per cent in March
2025 against 1.3 per cent con-
traction in the same month last
year. Cement production
growth rose to 11.6 per cent in
March 2025 from 10.6 per
cent in the year-ago month.

The growth of core sectors -
- coal, crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertiliser,
steel, cement and electricity --
was 4.4 per cent during April-
March 2024-25 fiscal. 

Govt to release unemployment data every month 

India hopes to sign first phase
of bilateral pact by Oct: FM

PNS n SAN FRANCISCO

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said
India is "actively engaging"
with the new US administra-
tion and hopes to conclude
the first tranche of the bilat-
eral trade agreement "posi-
tively" by fall (September-
October) this year.

"We are one of the countries
which is actively engaged with
the new administration of
the United States of America
to see how best we can get a
bilateral trade agreement
done," she said during an
interaction with the Indian
diaspora here.

Earlier this year, US
President Donald Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi agreed to launch talks
for a bilateral trade deal amid
the lurking fear of reciprocal
tariff being imposed by
Washington.

"Equally, the priority that
we gave to engage with the
government here is more than
obviously seen with the Prime
Minister himself visiting the
United States in February.
You had the Commerce and

Trade Minister come. I have
come here because I also have
the IMF and World Bank
meeting.

"I am scheduled to meet the
treasury secretary, my coun-
terpart here. So the keenness
with which we are engaging
with the US administration,
even as I talk, I think the US
vice-president is in India. He
will be engaging with the
Prime Minister hopefully this
evening or tomorrow," she
said.

The US and India have
aimed for a bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), which is a
kind of free trade pact. The
two have decided to con-
clude the proposed BTA in

two tranches or phases.
"So, the long and short of

engaging with the US is not
just reciprocal tariff-related
matter but in the interest of
keeping an agreement in
mind and in the interest of
one of the largest trading
partners with whim we need
to have agreement we are
working in order that by the
fall this year we should have
first phase of agreement
signed," she said.

The US President
announced sweeping recipro-
cal tariffs (or import duties)
on a number of countries,
including India and China, on
April 2. However, on April 9,
he announced a 90-day sus-

pension of these tariffs until
July 9 this year, except for
those on China and Hong
Kong, as about 75 countries
approached America for trade
deals. China is facing up to
245 per cent duty on its goods
entering the US.

"In between all this, the
Assistant USTR (US Trade
Representative) had visited
India to see the progress or to
engage with the negotiating
team who is dealing with the
tariff-related negotiation and
the bilateral trade agreement
that we want to sign. In fact,
the progress of the agree-
ment, or the trade agreement
that we are working on, at
least a first tranche is some-
thing which we hope to con-
clude positively by the fall this
year," she said.

Responding to a query on
India's future global leader-
ship and how the current
budget supports this ambi-
tion, Sitharaman highlighted
India's progress in critical
areas like semiconductors,
renewable energy -- including
modular nuclear energy --
digital infrastructure, and
artificial intelligence (AI).

China warns nations
making trade deals with

US at its expense
PNS n BEIJING

China on Monday threatened to
impose countermeasures on
countries seeking to strike trade
deals with the US at its expense
in order to get American tariff
exemptions.

In a pre-emptive move to stall
a host of nations with whom
China has lucra-
tive trade ties from
striking exclusive
trade deals with
the US to get tar-
iff exemptions, the
C o m m e r c e
M i n i s t r y
s p o k e s p e r s o n
warned that
Beijing will firmly
oppose such agreements.

The spokesperson made
these remarks in a statement
while responding to reports
that the US is preparing to pres-
sure other countries to restrict
trade ties with China in
exchange for tariff exemptions,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

"If such a situation arises,
China will not accept it and will
resolutely take corresponding
countermeasures," the
spokesperson said, adding that
“trying to trade away others’
interests for temporary gains is

like bargaining with a tiger for
its skin – it will only backfire."

The ministry warned that it
will not tolerate any deals made
by foreign governments at the
expense of Chinese interests.

It added that China has the
right to resolve and the capabil-
ity to safeguard its legitimate
rights and interests.

"This is
essentially using
the banner of
'reciprocity' as a
pretext to pur-
sue hegemonic
politics and uni-
lateral bullying
in the field of
international
economy and

trade," it said.
China's tough stand came

against the backdrop of reports
that several countries, against
whom US President Donald
Trump imposed varied tariffs,
are now seeking to work out
bilateral trade deals with
Washington to resume their
exports to access the lucrative
US market.

Last week, the Wall Street
Journal reported that the US
plans to use tariff negotiations
to pressure dozens of countries
into imposing new barriers on
trade with China.

‘ACTIVELY ENGAGING WITH US’

FIVE-DAY STOCK RALLY

D-Street investors' wealth
swells by Rs 32 lakh cr 

Key infra
sectors growth
slows to 3.8 pc 

SUV contribution rises to 
68.5% of overall sales: Hyundai



FROM TRAFFICKING TO 
PSYCHOPATHS — NOW WHAT? MARDAANI

3 TEASES NEW SINISTER THREAT

T
he makers of the upcoming movie
Mardaani 3, which stars Rani
Mukerji in the titular role, have

locked the film’s release date. The film
is set to arrive in cinemas on February
27, 2026. The makers took to their social
media on Monday and announced the
release date of the film marking the aus-
picious Holi festival as its release win-
dow. Holi, which falls on March 4, sym-
bolises the triumph of good over bad and
the makers are pegging this film to be a
bloody, violent clash between Shivani’s
goodness vs sinister evil forces with its
choice of release date.

Mardaani, produced by Yash Raj
Films, is the biggest solo female-led fran-
chise in Hindi cinema which came into
force 11 years ago. The film franchise has
since garnered love and acclaim for its
taut storytelling. The blockbuster fran-
chise has received unanimous love from
people and has attained a cult status
amongst cine-lovers. Mardaani 3 will see
Rani Mukerji reprise the role of a dare-
devil cop, Shivani Shivaji Roy, who self-
lessly fights for justice.

Rani had earlier revealed that the edge
of the seat thriller is ‘dark, deadly and
brutal’ and it immediately piqued curios-

ity amongst netizens, the fans of the star
and the franchise Mardaani, which was
released in 2014, was directed by Pradeep
Sarkar. The second instalment was
directed by Gopi Puthran, who wrote the
first part of the film franchise.

While Mardaani followed the story
of human-trafficking, Mardaani 2,
which was released in 2019, followed
the story of a psychopath, rapist and
murderer. The film franchise is known
for sketching dreadful characters of its
villains who are eventually countered by
the titular character symbolising the vic-
tory of good over evil.

D
espite headlining popular
films like Pyaar Ka
Punchnama and Sonu Ke

Titu Ki Sweety, Nushrratt
Bharuccha says breaking
through Bollywood’s inner circle
remains a challenge for her. In a
heartfelt interview with
Shubhankar Mishra, the actor
opened up about the real, every-
day difficulties she faces in
accessing work, particularly
compared to star kids.

Nushrratt, who began her jour-
ney with Jai Santoshi Maa,
expressed that success in films
doesn’t always translate into sus-
tained opportunities. She acknowl-

edged the privileges that industry
insiders enjoy, emphasising how
their lineage often opens doors
that remain firmly shut for out-
siders.

When asked about the divergent
career paths of her contemporaries,
Nushrratt pointed to examples like
Sonakshi Sinha and Shraddha
Kapoor. While Sonakshi debuted
with a blockbuster (Dabangg) and
Shraddha’s Teen Patti may have
flopped, their careers have contin-
ued to rise steadily.

“They definitely have an advan-
tage. They know the industry, they
know the people. And if they don’t,
their parents do,” she said. “They

can knock on doors I may not even
know the address of. If I want to
meet a director, who’s going to give
me his number?”

Sharing a rare success in reach-
ing out, Nushrratt recalled messag-
ing filmmaker Kabir Khan after
the release of Pyaar Ka
Punchnama. “He replied and
agreed to meet — that made my
month,” she said. “It’s so difficult to
get a director’s number or even set
up a meeting.”

According to her, this lack of
access is a very real — and very
practical — barrier for actors
without connections. “It’s a very
tough road for people who are

not from the industry,” she
emphasized.

While many term the children of
film families as ‘nepo kids’,
Nushrratt avoids using the phrase
in a derogatory way. “They have
their own struggles,” she acknowl-
edged. “But yes, they get inroads
that we don’t. That may have been
the harder route for me.”

Despite her struggles, she
remains grateful for her journey. “I
would have liked more opportuni-
ties — more ‘yes’ than ‘no’s’. But
I’m still very happy with the films
I’ve got. I value the people who
want to work with me. I hold them
close like family.”

‘Learning polo was my
most daunting challenge’

A
ctor Ishaan Khatter is set to don a crown — and a whole new
persona — in the upcoming Netflix series The Royals. Taking on
the role of Prince Aviraj, Ishaan ventures into unfamiliar territory,

portraying a character rooted in aristocracy, tradition, and inner turmoil.
In a latest interview, the actor shared insights into the transformation and
how working in the OTT space compares with films.
Though Ishaan and Aviraj may come from vastly different worlds, the
actor said he was able to find common emotional ground with his
character. “We’re both very emotionally intense people. Aviraj bottles
things up, while I try to do better — hopefully, as I’m getting emotionally
older. I definitely couldn’t relate to his desperate need to run away from
himself. I don’t need to escape.” This emotional duality helped Ishaan
bring depth to Aviraj, a prince grappling with personal demons beneath a
polished exterior. Portraying royalty also meant embodying a prince’s
physical grace — which, in Aviraj’s case, included playing polo like a
seasoned rider. For Ishaan, learning the equestrian sport proved to be one
of the most demanding parts of preparation.
“Learning polo and appearing to play it like a pro in just two and a half
months was the first impossible task ahead of me,” he admitted. “It was
very daunting and scary.” However, the challenge ultimately turned into a
rewarding experience. “Now that we’ve completed the task, I’m happy to
report we really managed to get as good as I possibly could. It was a
whole lot of fun,” he added.

Aamir Khan ditches the nice guy tag for
a flawed hero in Sitaare Zameen Par

A
amir Khan is all set to flip the script — quite literally — in his
upcoming film Sitaare Zameen Par. In what is being touted as
a thematic sequel to the 2007 classic Taare Zameen Par, this

time around, Khan won’t be the sensitive, compassionate mentor we
once knew. Instead, he’s playing a character he himself describes
as “rude, politically incorrect and completely
unlikeable.” And fans couldn’t be more
intrigued. The actor, during a latest
interaction, he revealed exciting
details about the project, ramping up
the buzz among his global fanbase.
He described Sitaare Zameen Par as
a heartwarming comedy that retains the
soul of its predecessor — exploring
themes of love, friendship and the lives of
differently abled people — but delivers it
with a hearty dose of laughter.
“This is a thematic sequel — we’re going ten
steps ahead,” Aamir shared, adding that the
story will have audiences laughing throughout.
His character, Gulshan, stands in stark contrast to
the much-loved Ram Shankar Nikumbh from Taare Zameen Par. “He
is not sensitive at all. He’s very rude, politically incorrect and insults
everybody,” Aamir admitted. “He fights with his wife, his mother, beats

up his senior coach — he’s a person with a lot of internal issues. The
film is about how he transforms.”

Interestingly, the 60-year-old actor revealed that
Sitaare Zameen Par is an adaptation of the
Spanish film Champions. The story follows a
dysfunctional basketball coach who ends up
working with a team of players with
intellectual disabilities — and slowly
begins to learn from them what it means
to be a truly good human being.
The film is directed by Shubh Mangal
Saavdhan fame RS Prasanna and
features Darsheel Safary — who
played Ishaan Awasthi in the
original — along with Genelia

Deshmukh in pivotal roles.
While the official announcement is awaited,

Sitaare Zameen Par is expected to hit theatres on
June 20, 2025, according to sources. As part of a strategic

rollout, the trailer is reportedly planned to be attached to Raid 2,
starring Ajay Devgn, which is releasing on May 1. “The idea is to
communicate the date directly to the cinema-going audience,” an
insider revealed, “but knowing Aamir, there could be last-minute
changes too.”

S
eema and Sohail Khan tied the knot
in 1998 and have two sons, Nirvan
and Yohan. After over two decades

of marriage, the couple went their sepa-
rate ways in 2022. Speaking about their
separation, Seema acknowledged that the
environment at home plays a huge role
in a child’s emotional health.

“Seeing this irritable parent in the
house, the atmosphere is tense — you can
literally cut it with a knife,” she said,
describing how the emotional disconnect
between parents affects children more
than they often realize.

Seema also offered a refreshingly
nuanced perspective on infidelity.
Contrary to common beliefs, she stated
that having an affair isn’t necessarily a
deal-breaker for her.

“We’re human and we grow from our
mistakes. It depends on the kind of affair
it is. Even if someone’s mind is elsewhere,
if they’re thinking about someone else,
they’ve already cheated.”

Her words suggest a deeper focus on
emotional compatibility and shared hap-
piness, rather than rigid boundaries.

More than infidelity, Seema believes the
real red flag in a relationship is when cou-
ples stop enjoying life together. “Life is
short — live it and be happy. Laughter is
the best medicine, and the day you stop
laughing together, it’s over,” she empha-
sized. Looking back, Seema admits she
once held her ex-husband entirely
accountable for their marital issues. But
with time, she found clarity and the
capacity to see things from a place of per-
sonal responsibility and growth.

“At that time, if you’d asked me, I
would’ve blamed everything on him,” she
shared. “But you learn, you grow, and
hopefully, you reach a point where you
don’t hate the person. You start liking them
again, even if it’s not in a romantic way.”
Seema also addressed her romantic life
after divorce. In an episode of Fabulous
Lives of Bollywood Wives, she spoke open-
ly about dating businessman Vikram
Ahuja — who, interestingly, was once her
fiancé before she married Sohail.

SEEMA SAJDEH GETS
REAL ABOUT DIVORCE

‘I would have liked more opportunities — more ‘yes’ than ‘no’s’
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Yamini’s ‘life comes to full circle’
moment with her ‘paisa-vasool’ debut

TEJAL SINHA
tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

I
t started with a dream —
like it always does in
Mumbai. A girl from Delhi,
armed with ambition,
talent and just the right
amount of madness, steps

into the city of dreams
hoping to find her
place in the stars.
That’s Yamini
Malhotra! And
now, years later, in

her debut film Chill Maar
Na Bro, she plays Maya, an aspiring actor
waiting for her big break — a character so close
to her real life, she didn’t need to prepare, she
simply remembered. 
From sharing screen space with veterans to
recreating a Sridevi moment that brought an
entire crew to tears, Yamini’s journey is nothing
short of cinematic. And as she opens up about
comedy, courage and the quiet strength it
takes to keep chasing your dream, it’s clear:
this is more than a role — it’s a homecoming.
“The character’s name is Maya and I felt an
instant connection with her. She’s an actor
from Delhi who’s moved to Mumbai with big
dreams — just like me and so many others
in this industry. She’s waiting for that one big
break, that one chance to be part of a film

that changes everything. It resonated deeply with

my own journey. I didn’t have to imagine her life —
I’ve lived it.”
While the film has its heart in comedy, Yamini had
her share of deeply emotional moments during the
shoot. One scene, in particular, took her by
surprise. “There’s an emotional breakdown scene
where I perform to a Sridevi ji’s song. I was in
costume — this gorgeous blue sari — and we
were getting ready to shoot when our dress dada
suddenly began to cry,” she recalls. What followed
left the entire crew speechless. “He told us he used
to come to film sets as a young boy with his father,
who was also a tailor. He had seen Sridevi ji
perform live during that exact song back then. And
now years later, he was stitching for the same song
recreation. It was a full-circle moment for him. That
story hit everyone on set emotionally, including me.
It added a real weight to the scene and gave me
goosebumps while performing.”
That kind of intensity wasn’t something Yamini
expected from a comedy film. But Chill Maar Na
Bro isn’t just about laughs — it’s about finding your
place, holding on to your dreams and having a little
fun along the way. “It’s a complete entertainer —
funny, vibrant, and light-hearted. Every scene has a
dash of comedy and you’ll find yourself smiling
throughout. The energy on set was always upbeat
and that’s exactly what the audience will feel too —
full-on entertainment!”
To prepare for the role, she didn’t need to go
through heavy training, but there was a lot of
spontaneity involved. “Because it’s a comedy film,
it really brought out the fun, spontaneous side of
me. I believe comedy and entertainment are in my
genes, so it came quite naturally. I was also lucky

to share screen space with senior actors like
Paresh Ganatra ji. He was incredibly supportive —
we would sit together, discuss our scenes,
improvise lines and plan the rhythm. That
collaborative energy made everything easier and
more fun.”
She’s also fiercely proud of the fact that Maya —
her character — isn’t designed to be perfect. “Maya
isn’t your typical Bollywood heroine. She’s raw,
relatable and very real. She doesn’t fit into a perfect
mold — and that’s exactly what makes her stand
out. She’s got dreams, drive and a charm that lights
up the screen in her own way. She brings an
authenticity that’s refreshing.”
Of course, her journey to this point didn’t start with
Chill Maar Na Bro. For many viewers, she’s already
a familiar face thanks to her stint in the Bigg Boss
house. That experience, she says, changed
everything. “It feels surreal,” she reflects. “Bigg
Boss gave me visibility, but cinema has always
been my passion. It’s a different kind of discipline
altogether and I’m taking it one day at a time with
full gratitude.”
In fact, Bigg Boss played a direct role in her casting.
“It’s because of Bigg Boss that I got this film — the
director saw my clips from the show and from
Instagram and he told me I came across as so
original and real that he immediately thought I was
perfect for Maya. So yes, the transition feels
beautiful and very special.”
She vividly remembers the moment she knew she
had officially “arrived” in Bollywood. “It was my
entry shot! A bunch of boys were standing in front
of me and the camera slowly zoomed in as they
moved aside one by one. I was in a royal blue sari,

my hair blowing perfectly with the wind… and at
that moment, the director looked at the monitor
and said, ‘WoW Maya WOW!’ Everyone started
clapping. That was it. That was my Bollywood
moment. I felt like, ‘Yes — I’ve arrived.’”
With its quirky title and feel-good energy, Chill
Maar Na Bro promises to be a ride for audiences.
“Expect a total rollercoaster ride! It’s packed with
crazy one-liners, awkward yet hilarious situations,
surprise twists and nonstop comedy,” she says.
“You’ll laugh like mad, maybe tear up a little, and
definitely walk out with a warm heart. It’s an all-in-
all entertainment package — full paisa vasool!”
Naturally, she feels the pressure of living up to the
love she’s received post-Bigg Boss. But she doesn’t
shy away from it. “Definitely — but it’s a good kind
of pressure. I owe everything to the people who’ve
supported me since Bigg Boss. Their love,
encouragement and faith in me keep me going. I
just want to make them proud with every
performance — and this film is my first big thank
you to them.”
And if anyone thinks Bigg Boss is just drama and
chaos, Yamini would disagree. That chaos, she
says, is great training. “Oh yes — Bigg Boss
teaches you patience, adaptability and how to stay
centred amidst absolute chaos, which is exactly
what you need on a film set too,” she says. “That
emotional stamina helped me stay grounded and
focused, no matter what the day looked like. Also,
when you’ve had 200 cameras on you 24/7, you
completely lose that fear or inhibition. Now, when I
face the camera, I don’t even notice it — it’s just me
being me. That realness, I think, is what shines on
screen too.”

Transforming healthcare 
delivery under Ayushman Bharat

I
ndia's healthcare system is witnessing a massive digital
transformation, much like the UPI revolution, with the
advent of Ayushman Bharat, the world’s largest
government-funded health initiative. At the heart of this
transformation lies the adoption of Electronic Medical

Records (EMRs), now integrated with Artificial Intelligence (AI).
These AI-driven systems are poised to revolutionise healthcare
by making it easier for doctors to adopt, enhancing
personalized patient care, improving operational efficiency and
enabling data-driven decision-making.
Let's begin with understanding Electronic Medical Records
(EMRs): these systems are used by doctors to prescribe
treatments and manage patient records. EMRs contain a
patient’s medical history, including diagnoses, prescriptions,
lab results, vitals, and treatment plans. They help store digital
medical records for every patient and are especially useful for
chronic patients or post-surgery cases, enabling doctors to
monitor progress effectively.
Patient Health Records (PHRs), on the other hand, are digital
repositories containing a patient’s medical history, diagnoses,
prescriptions, lab results and vitals.
EMRs enable seamless communication among healthcare
providers, reduce errors and enhance the quality of care.
However, traditional EMRs have faced challenges in adoption
due to high administrative workloads, inefficient data
management and a lack of interoperability across systems.
Integrating AI into EMRs has significantly elevated their
capabilities, solving these problems and increasing adoption
among doctors.

AI-powered EMR systems have significantly transformed the
healthcare provider experience by introducing advanced
features that revolutionise healthcare delivery:

AI-driven voice recognition and Natural Language Processing
(NLP) assist doctors and healthcare professionals in capturing
patient data efficiently. By converting doctor-patient
conversations into structured medical notes, AI eliminates
manual documentation errors, saves time and enhances
accuracy in medical records. The depth of data available now is
far greater than before.
AI-integrated EMRs act as decision-support tools by analyzing
patient histories, medical guidelines and real-time data to
provide evidence-based treatment recommendations based on
multiple protocols provided by different authorities. They also
flag drug interactions, suggest diagnostic tests and guide
physicians in making more informed clinical decisions.
By analysing vast amounts of patient data, AI can detect early
signs of diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular disorders,
and cancer. AI-powered EMRs alert doctors about high-risk
patients, enabling early intervention and personalised treatment
plans, thereby improving patient outcomes.
One of the key challenges in India’s healthcare system is the
fragmentation of patient data across different hospitals, clinics,
and laboratories. With the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM), AI-integrated EMRs facilitate interoperability by
standardizing data formats, allowing seamless exchange of
medical records among healthcare providers, pharmacies and
insurance firms.
AI-driven EMRs leverage machine learning algorithms to
analyze a patient’s medical history, travel history, parental
medical history, vitals, symptoms and lifestyle factors. This
enables the creation of highly personalised treatment plans,
improving the effectiveness of therapies.
In a country like India, where many patients reside in remote

locations and doctors are concentrated in metropolitan areas,
telehealth is the only solution to provide healthcare services. AI-
integrated EMRs make it easier for doctors to prescribe
treatments with features like document access via ABDM,
language translation, and remote patient monitoring through
IoT-enabled medical equipment. This allows doctors to track
patient health remotely and provide timely interventions.
The Government of India is the largest health insurance
provider. AI-powered EMRs help detect anomalies in billing,
insurance claims and treatment patterns, reducing fraudulent
activities in the healthcare system. With high accuracy
confidence, these systems can expedite hospital
reimbursements from the government. Additionally, AI-driven
cost analysis helps hospitals optimise resource allocation and
reduce operational expenses, making healthcare more
affordable and efficient.

Despite the numerous advantages, implementing AI-
powered EMRs in India presents several challenges similar
to other digital transformations:

The use of AI in healthcare raises concerns about privacy and
cybersecurity among providers. Some companies address this
issue by implementing robust encryption, data anonymisation,
and strict compliance with regulations such as the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act.
Many healthcare professionals, especially in rural areas, lack
familiarity with digital tools. Government-led training programs
and workshops must focus on enhancing digital literacy and
equipping healthcare workers with the skills to use AI-
integrated EMRs effectively.
Many healthcare facilities, especially in remote areas, lack the
necessary IT infrastructure, such as high-speed internet and
power backup, to support AI-driven EMRs. Investments in
digital health infrastructure and improved connectivity are
crucial for successful implementation.
The absence of standardised data structures, such as FHIR
(Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources) and uniform data
formats across various EMR platforms creates barriers to
interoperability. The government must introduce nationwide
standards and guidelines to ensure seamless data exchange
among different healthcare providers and institutions.
Deploying AI-powered EMRs involves significant financial
investments in software, training and SaaS fees. Public-

private partnerships and government subsidies can help
healthcare facilities, particularly smaller clinics and rural
hospitals, adopt these advanced systems without
financial strain.

The Indian government is actively promoting the adoption of
AI in healthcare through initiatives such as the National
Digital Health Mission (NDHM). The future of AI-integrated
EMRs & PHRs under Ayushman Bharat looks promising, with
several key developments on the horizon:

AI chatbots and virtual assistants will enhance patient
engagement by personalising their experience in booking
appointments, receiving health advice, managing medications
and accessing medical records conveniently through mobile
apps.
The ABDM data security framework ensures that health data is
secured and encourages healthcare providers to adopt
technology with confidence.
By analysing vast amounts of anonymized patient data, AI can
identify public health trends, predict disease outbreaks and
assist policymakers in designing effective healthcare programs
at national and state levels.
AI-integrated EMRs will continue to evolve by incorporating
data from wearable health devices, allowing real-time tracking
of vital signs and proactive management of chronic diseases.
To conclude, AI-integrated EMRs & PHR systems are set to
revolutionize healthcare delivery under Ayushman Bharat by
personalizing the patient experience, reducing costs, enhancing
efficiency, improving decision-making, and ensuring better
health outcomes. However, successful implementation requires
a catalyst similar to UPI adoption during demonetisation or the
COVID-19 crisis.
With continued public-private partnerships, technological
advancements and strategic investments in digital healthcare
infrastructure, AI-powered EMRs will play a transformative role
in making quality healthcare accessible, efficient and affordable
for all Indians. As India moves towards a digital-first healthcare
ecosystem, AI will be at the forefront of this revolution, paving
the way for a more connected, data-driven and patient-centric
healthcare system.

(The author, Deepak Tuli, is the co-founder & COO 
at Eka Care.)

I
n the vast stretches of rural India,
where healthcare infrastructure has
historically lagged behind urban

centers, one visionary is rewriting the
narrative—Dr Vikram Pratap Singh.
Committed to reversing the long-standing
‘brain drain’ of medical talent from rural
regions to cities and abroad, he is leading
a powerful ‘brain gain' movement—
bringing skilled medical professionals
back to the heart of India’s most
underserved communities.

THE URGENCY OF RURAL
HEALTHCARE
TRANSFORMATION

With nearly 70% of India’s population
residing in rural areas, the stark gap in
healthcare accessibility is both troubling
and urgent. Many towns and villages in
modern India continue to suffer from a
severe lack of healthcare services,
plagued by a shortage of specialist
doctors, underqualified staff and
crumbling infrastructure. This imbalance
is only worsened by the mass migration
of trained professionals to urban hubs in
pursuit of better opportunities and living
standards.
He saw this divide early in his career
and chose a different path. Determined
to bridge this widening gap, he
harnessed his expertise and leadership
to defy the tide of intellectual and
infrastructural drain, shifting focus
back to the communities that need it the
most.

A VISION FORGED BY
EXPERIENCE

A superspecialised radiologist with
a distinguished career, he had
every reason to build a life
abroad. After spending seven
years at one of India’s top
hospitals and completing a
superspecialisation in
musculoskeletal imaging from
Harvard University, he came to a
realisation that changed his life: the
sophisticated medical infrastructure
and expertise he had acquired were only
benefitting a small, already well-served
segment of the population.
He recognised that while only 25% of the
population resides in urban areas, the
majority of healthcare infrastructure,
skilled professionals and financial
resources are concentrated there. Most
specialists follow a well-worn path—
urban practice in high-end hospitals,
serving the same limited patient base.
This trend has silently perpetuated the
drain of critical healthcare capacity from
rural India.

Motivated to change this paradigm, Dr
Singh launched a mission to bring
advanced, precision-driven diagnostic
care to tier 3 and tier 4 cities—areas that
had long been overlooked.

BUILDING BHARAT’S HEALTH
BACKBONE: TIRUPATI
DIAGNOSTICS

India may be on its way to becoming the
third-largest economy globally, but its
human development indicators remain
underwhelming. Despite its vast
roadways, expanding airports, and rapid
digital infrastructure growth, the
country still ranks 66th in the Global
Health Security Index. Rural India bears
the brunt of this deficit—housing nearly
75% of the population but accessing
only 25% of the nation’s healthcare
resources.
This is where social entrepreneurship fills
the gap. His Tirupati Diagnostics and Labs
stands as a case study in how impactful
change is possible when professional

excellence meets a purpose-driven
mission. Based in Haryana, Tirupati
Diagnostics has made high-end,
superspecialised diagnostic care
accessible in some of the state’s most
underserved regions—Palwal and
Mewat.
These areas, previously devoid of quality
diagnostic infrastructure, now host
advanced technologies such as MRI,
Fibroscan and over 100 new diagnostic
tests—many of which were previously
unavailable in this part of the state. The
facility has also introduced a
comprehensive maternal and fetal
medicine unit to combat high maternal
and infant mortality rates. This includes
fetal echocardiography, anomaly scans,
Doppler studies, and Obs-Gynec MRIs.
Drawing from his advanced training, he
has set up dedicated imaging suites for
liver, gut and musculoskeletal systems—
targeting regional health concerns like
viral and alcoholic liver diseases, gut
infections and trauma or sports-related
injuries.
Strategically located near public
transportation hubs, Tirupati Diagnostics
has improved access drastically. Today,
35% of patients come from within 5 km,
while 65% travel from distances of up to
40 km—distances that were once a
deterrent for timely care. By optimising
operational costs and providing services
at affordable rates, Tirupati has shown
that rural healthcare delivery can be both
effective and sustainable.

CONCLUSION

India’s journey toward becoming an
economic superpower must be
matched by an equally ambitious
investment in human development.
The work of Dr Vikram Pratap Singh

and Tirupati Diagnostics is a
powerful reminder that meaningful
progress stems not just from GDP

growth, but from grassroots
transformation.
Their success demonstrates that

advanced, affordable and inclusive
healthcare is achievable—even in

regions that have long been sidelined.
This is not merely a healthcare initiative—
it’s a blueprint for change, a model for
public-private partnership and a call to
action for professionals to look beyond
urban centers.
As India moves into the Amrit Kaal, it is
visionaries like Dr. Singh who will help
realize the dream of a truly self-reliant and
equitable Bharat—one where no citizen is
denied the dignity of health and the
promise of a better tomorrow.

In a world where dreams are made and broken in the blink of an eye, Yamini Malhotra is a testament to persever-
ance and passion. After captivating audiences on Bigg Boss season 18, she’s now stepping into the world of

Bollywood with her debut film Chill Maar Na Bro. In an exclusive chat with The Pioneer, she opens up about her
journey, her connection to Maya and what makes this film a special ride for her and the audience
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

R
ohit Sharma’s aggressive approach
with the bat might have drawn
criticism for more misses than hits

but Mumbai Indians head coach Mahela
Jayawardene said the team has backed the
former captain to bat at a similar tempo
despite its perils. 

Rohit stroked his way to a match-win-
ning 45-ball 76 here on Sunday against
Chennai Super Kings to banish an ordi-
nary run of scores so far in this IPL sea-
son. “Once he comes off like that, you
know that he’s going to change the game
and the momentum and that’s going to fil-
ter down to the rest of the boys as well, so
pretty happy with the approach,”
Jayawardene told the media in the post-
match press conference. 

“He never changed his approach. The
intent was there from day one, even
though he was failing, so that was good for
us (in the way) that he was trying to play
for the team and how he wanted to do it.
We just backed him to do that,” he added.

Jayawardene said showing situational

awareness is imperative and Rohit was able
to execute his plans well against CSK. 

“He’s been playing at this tempo for a
while and that’s something that he under-
stands himself. But at the same time, he
will understand the game better in situa-
tional awareness as well,” he said.

“Like today, when Ash (Ravichandran
Ashwin) came (on to bowl) as well, he
(Rohit) took a little bit of time. He knew
that he didn’t have to take (on) the long
boundary straight away,” Jayawardene
said. “But those are experienced players
making those good decisions out there.
He’ll still play with that tempo and we’ve
encouraged him to do that because he’s a
damn good player, we want him to take
control of that.

“He has got a couple of other guys who
are going to follow him, who will bat

around him as well (to) take that little bit
of onus away from certain situations,” he
added.  Jayawardene said MI built match-
up situations in the game for Rohit in train-
ing to help him be in the right frame of
mind.  “Rohit does bat in the nets, but there
is a different preparation to how he goes
about it. For him, there were a couple of
good balls he got and then a couple of
times that he tried things that didn’t work,
so you try to fight through those situa-
tions,” he said.

“For a guy with that kind of experience,
you literally leave them be and have those
positive conversations and say that, ‘let’s
do the matchups and then see how he gets
going’ and keep those positive intent.

“That was the very few conversations
Polly (Kieron Pollard) had with him, I had
with him and he was quite okay about
everything. He knows what he needs to
do,” he added.

Jayawardene said there wasn’t much
concern around Rohit’s string of ordinary
scores. “It was just a timing thing that he
gets going and then gets through that first
three, four overs,” he said.
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He (Rohit) has been playing
at this tempo for a while

and that’s something that he
understands himself. 

— MAHELA JAYAWARDENE, COACH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lucknow

D
elhi Capitals (DC) will expect a
more productive effort from
their openers when they visit the
‘City of Nawabs’ to face an

increasingly confident Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) in an IPL match here on
Tuesday. The Capitals’ opening has been
a bit of roulette so far this season with Faf
du Plessis, Jake Fraser-McGurk, Abhishek
Porel and the latest entrant Karun Nair
coming in at the pole position.

In fact, in the last five matches they had
three different opening combinations
between those four batters, producing part-
nerships of 23, 34 0, 9, 0.

It also had to do with the injury of Du
Plessis, and the South African’s fitness will
be closely watched ahead of this match.

Thus far, it looked like a minor glitch
because the Capitals have won five of their
seven matches and the middle-order
under the aegis of KL Rahul too worked
like a well-oiled machine.

But Lucknow’s competent bowling unit
of Digvesh Rathi, Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh
Khan and Shardul Thakur, though he is a
bit expensive, has choked the opposition
without much fanfare.

The way Avesh excelled in the 18th and
20th over against Rajasthan Royals in LSG’s
two-run win is an example of that.

It might have also doubled the confi-
dence of the Super Giants that they can pull
off wins from any situation.

Therefore, the Capitals will not like to
leave the task of building the innings to

Rahul and his middle-order colleagues as
they have been doing so often this time.

Instead, the DC management will like
to see their middle-order driving in the
early advantage given to them by the top
two. In contrast, the Lucknow outfit has
a solid top three with Mitchell Marsh,
Nicholas Pooran and Aiden Markram fir-
ing more often than not and it has given
them an edge over opponents in the Power
Play phase.

It’s ironic that the personal form of DC
and LSG skippers is going in exactly the
opposite direction of their teams’ fortunes.

Both DC and LSG have 10 points and

a win will keep them safely perched in the
higher echelons of the points table ahead
of the jostlers.

But the lukewarm form of skipper
Rishabh Pant has been a massive issue for
LSG. He has merely 106 runs from eight
games and 63 of those came in a single
match. His strike-rate of 98 is also a tad
worrisome.

Against Delhi, Pant will have to deal
with an excellent bowling unit comprising
Mitchell Starc, Kuldeep Yadav, Vipraj
Nigam and Mukesh Kumar.

But much like LSG, the Delhi side too
will have some concerns about their skip-

per — Axar Patel. Axar has led well and
made 140 runs at a strike-rate of 159, but
those improvements have masked his
diminishing returns as a bowler — just a
solitary wicket from seven matches at an
economy of 9.36.

It seems that the added responsibility of
captaining the side and the demands bat-
ting higher up in the order have forced
Axar to neglect his primary skills.

The DC management might want him
to address this disparity at the earliest so
that they can have more variety in their
attack.

Teams
Lucknow Super Giants: Rishabh Pant
(wk/captain), Aiden Markram, Mitchell
Marsh, Nicholas Pooran, Ayush Badoni,
Abdul Samad, David Miller, Shardul
Thakur, Avesh Khan, Akash Deep, Digvesh
Singh Rathi, Ravi Bishnoi, Prince Yadav,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Matthew Breetzke,
Himmat Singh, Shamar Joseph,
Manimaran Siddharth, Aryan Juyal, RS
Hangargekar, Yuvraj Chaudhary, Akash
Maharaj Singh, Mayank Yadav, Arshin
Kulkarni.
Delhi Capitals: Axar Patel (c), Jake Fraser-
McGurk, Abishek Porel, Karun Nair, KL
Rahul(w), Tristan Stubbs, Ashutosh
Sharma, Vipraj Nigam, Mitchell Starc,
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohit Sharma, Mukesh
Kumar, Sameer Rizvi, Darshan Nalkande,
Donovan Ferreira, Tripurana Vijay,
Dushmantha Chameera, Faf du Plessis, T
Natarajan, Ajay Jadav Mandal, Manvanth
Kumar L, Madhav Tiwari. 
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I
ndia’s Test and ODI captain Rohit
Sharma and batting talisman Virat
Kohli retained their place in the top

category, while the out-of-favour duo of
Shreyas Iyer and Ishan Kishan returned
to the fold in lower brackets in a 34-strong
list of centrally contracted players released
by the BCCI on Monday.

The A+ grade, which commands an
annual retainership fee of `7 crore, also
features Ravindra Jadeja and pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah much like the last
few years. India’s Champions Trophy
hero Iyer has been the notable comeback
in the list, inducted in group B which
comes with an annual remuneration of `3
crore. Iyer was dropped last season for
allegedly ignoring domestic cricket for
IPL. Wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kishan.
Dropped for the same reason, also made
a comeback in category C, which is worth
`1 crore annually.

Rishabh Pant, who was demoted to

group B during the 2023-24 season as he
didn’t play due to his recovery from a life-
threatening accident, is back in A catego-
ry in place of the retired Ravichandran
Ashwin. Category A comes with a retain-
ership of `5 crore annually.

Category C features the maximum

number of players, 19 in all, with five new
entrants in Harshit Rana, Varun
Chakravarthy, Abhishek Sharma and
Nitish Kumar Reddy and Akash Deep,
who earlier had a fast bowling contract. 

The only notable name missing in the
list is Mumbai all-rounder Shardul

Thakur, who last played for India in the
2023 ODI World Cup game against
Bangladesh in Pune. 

Fast bowler Avesh Khan, keeper-batters
Kona Bharat and Jitesh Sharma have also
been excluded from the list.

BCCI central contracts list:
A+ category: Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Jasprit Bumrah, Ravindra Jadeja
A category: Mohammed Siraj, KL Rahul,
Shubman Gill, Hardik Pandya,
Mohammed Shami, Rishabh Pant
B category: Suryakumar Yadav, Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shreyas Iyer
C category: Rinku Singh, Tilak Verma,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shivam Dube, Ravi
Bishnoi, Washington Sundar, Mukesh
Kumar, Sanju Samson, Arshdeep Singh,
Prasidh Krishna, Rajat Patidar, Dhruv
Jurel, Sarfaraz Khan, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Ishan Kishan, Abhishek Sharma,
Akash Deep, Varun Chakaravarthy,
Harshit Rana. 
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W
e need to see whether we are
playing the right form of crick-
et,” the struggling Chennai

Super Kings’ skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni said, urging his teammates to do
a bit of soul-searching with an eye on the
bigger picture of creating a “secure
eleven” for the 2026 IPL season.

Dhoni hinted that players “aren’t apply-
ing themselves” but also said that he is
closer to identifying the core for next year.

“With all the games that are in front of
us that we are supposed to win, we just
take it one game at a time and if we lose
a few, what will be important for us is to
get the right combination for next year,”
Dhoni said after his team got trounced by
nine wickets at the hands of Mumbai
Indians in an IPL game here on Sunday
evening. “You do not want too many play-
ers getting changed, what will be impor-
tant is to try and qualify, but if not get a
secure 11 for next year and come back
strong,” the skipper said.

If one talks about core, CSK’s class of

2026 will not be a ‘Dad’s Army’ like the
previous years. A 17-year-old Ayush
Mhatre, 20-year-old Shaikh Rasheed,
21-year-old Dewald Brevis, and 22-year-
old Vansh Bedi are expected to form the
batting core next year with the 25-year-
old Rachin Ravindra, skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad and slogger Shivam Dube.

Having already lost six out of eight
games, the bottom-placed CSK will find
it extremely difficult to win all their
remaining six games to make it to the last
four stage which looks like a long shot at
the moment. “We are successful because
we play good cricket and at the same time,
when we are not playing good cricket
what is important is not to get too emo-
tional about it and at the same time, you
want to be practical,” he added.

Dhoni rarely gives his opinion on any
issue but he did not mince words in dis-
secting his team’s poor batting. CSK have
consistently failed to either chase or put
up big scores.

“I think we were quite below par,
because we all knew that dew will come
in the second half and we were in a posi-

tion to exploit the middle overs,” Dhoni
spoke about lack of cricketing sense
among the batters. He wanted his set bat-
ters to start slogging slightly earlier .

“I just felt that (Jasprit) Bumrah being
one of the best death bowlers in the world
right now, once he (Bumrah) started early,
that was the time we should have capi-
talised and started our slog slightly early.

“And if even Bumrah also goes for runs,
it’s a plus point. I think there were a few
overs where we could have got slightly
more runs. We needed those runs because
175 with the dew around is not a par
score.” He was all praise for Mhatre, who
smashed everyone out of the park.

“I think as a youngster he batted real-
ly well, and that’s the kind of approach that
is needed where you play your shots and
at the same time, you pick your shots that
is your strength,” the skipper said.

“He went and played his shots and we
also have not seen him much. So, it is a
good sign for us at the top of the order
that if he can keep playing the shots, it will
become slightly easier for the middle and
lower order.” 
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S
tar Afghan spinner Rashid Khan
says the pressure of performance in
IPL is more than the World Cup and

Shubman Gill as the leader of Gujarat
Titans has a great opportunity to take bold
decisions to prove his credentials as a great
captain. Rashid, who plays under Gill at
Gujarat Titans, spoke highly of his skip-
per saying he has all the qualities to be a
great leader. 

“Shubman has a very bright future as a
leader, not just as a batter but in the way
he thinks and understands the game,”
Rashid said on JioHotstar’s special series
‘Gen Gold’. “He comes with a plan. He’s
very calm, and when you see him on the
ground-the way he manages the team, the
bowlers, and the overall environment, he
has all the qualities to be a great leader. 

“He’s captaining in such a big league, and
the pressure here is even more than the
World Cup. This is the best opportunity
for him as a captain to perform under pres-
sure and take bold decisions,” said the 26-
year-old wily leg-spinner.

Talking about his own brief stint with
Titans as skipper when Hardik Pandya was
indisposed, Rashid said the opportunity
during the 2022 season helped him grow
as a leader which helped him do nation-
al duty even better.

“It was a dream come true. That expe-
rience helped me grow, not just in the
league but also when I returned to lead
Afghanistan. I started thinking different-
ly,” he said. “Compared to 4–5 years ago,
I had a shift in mindset. That leadership
stint helped me and played a part in
Afghanistan reaching the semi-finals in
2024 (of the T20 World Cup).” 

IPL: Delhi Capitals take on LSG  
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

S
tar batter Rohit Sharma asserted that
he never doubted his abilities amidst
a prolonged lean patch, and termed

the glorious fifty against Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) as a validation of the faith
he has in his skill sets. 

‘Player of the Match’ Rohit slammed
four boundaries and six maximums in his
unbeaten 45-ball 76 to guide Mumbai
Indians to a nine-wicket win over the
Super Kings. It was Rohit’s first fifty of
this IPL season after scores of 0, 8. 13, 17,
18, and 26 in the previous matches. 

“After being here for a long time, it’s
easy to start doubting yourself and start
doing different things. It was important
for me to practice well, hit the ball well.
When you are clear in your mind, things
like this can happen,” said Rohit. 

The former MI skipper said pressure
would mount if a player began to doubt
his own abilities. 

“It has been a while (getting a big
score) but if you doubt yourself, you put
pressure on yourself. It is important to
balance how you want to play. Today I
wanted to hit the ball but it was also
important to hold the shape and extend
the arms.

“And then if the ball is in the arc, I want
to try what i always do. It has not been
happening consistently but I am not
going to doubt myself,” he added.

With one of the stands at the

Wankhede Stadium to be built in his hon-
our, Rohit, who played most of his for-
mative cricket here, said it was a “huge
honour” for him.

“Looks pretty far! Huge honour. I used
to come here as a kid and watch the game.
We were not allowed to come here at
some stage. I grew up playing at this
ground, now to have that stand, huge
honour. “Do not know how I will react
when it actually comes up. Satisfying part
was to finish the game.”

Mumbai Indians have jumped to sixth
spot on the table with four wins and Rohit
said the team was building up the
momentum. “We are peaking at the right
time, winning three on the trot. Winning
back-to-back is important, we stand in
a good position,” he said. 

MI skipper Hardik Pandya said he was
never overly perturbed by Rohit’s lack of
runs as he knew they would come soon.

“The way Rohit and Suryakumar bat,
it is a relief from outside. You don’t have
to worry about Rohit’s form. He’s gonna
come good like this. 

“We knew when he comes good, the
opposition will be out. SKY (Surya) com-
plimented him,” Hardik said.

“Percentage cricket is high, we are not
trying magical stuff and sticking to sim-
ple cricket. Knew they (CSK) were
behind the game and wanted to keep it
tight. The fast bowlers went for runs and
we knew 175 was below par,” said
Pandya. 

If you doubt yourself, you put
pressure on yourself: Rohit

Mumbai Indians have encouraged Rohit to
bat with aggressive approach: Jayawardene 

Even if CSK does not qualify, need to
get ‘secure eleven’: Captain MS Dhoni 
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F
or a side which has thrived on expe-
rienced players for its five IPL
titles, it was uncharacteristic of

Chennai Super Kings to promote a 17-
year-old Ayush Mhatre barely days after
he joined the camp. It was only last
Monday when domestic giants Mumbai’s
newest batting talent Mhatre joined the
CSK ranks for an IPL marred by lack of
form and courage from batters, made
worse by a season-ending injury to skip-
per Ruturaj Gaikwad.

Mhatre’s debut against MI might have
come as a surprise for those who have
seen CSK taking their own time before
putting faith in young players. But his
story will now be that point in history
when the IPL powerhouse ended its own
tradition with a “view to the future”.

In a mere 18 minutes in the middle,
Mhatre gave a fine account of himself for
someone who wants to be purely known
as an “aggressive batsman”, something
that he said after breaking Yashasvi
Jaiswal’s List A record for being the
youngest to score 150 or more. On
Sunday, he struck four fours and two sixes

for a 15-ball 32.
Mhatre’s brisk knock didn’t last long

but it gave CSK the spunk they’ve been
missing in the powerplay most of this
IPL, putting him in a very small group
of players to watch out for in the future
including Rajasthan Royals’ Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. It also rightfully earned
him a pat on the back from senior pros
Rohit Sharma and Suryakumar Yadav.

“We have had a few players through at
our trainings and he was a player that
stood out,” CSK head coach Stephen
Fleming told the media after the match.

“It’s still very hard when you’re in a net
situation to get a true gauge of a player,
but from a skill set (perspective), he was
very impressive and a very composed
young man which is often just as impor-
tant.

“Both MS (Dhoni) and I were very
impressed with the way he held himself
together for the trial, and when the
opportunity came up — we have obvious-
ly got a view to the future — he was a
name that was pretty easy to pick,” he
added.

Fleming acknowledged CSK’s situation
of carrying several out-of-form batters

and Mhatre’s familiarity with his home-
town Mumbai and the Wankhede
Stadium spurred them to hand him the
debut.

“Probably the position (that) we’re in,
and with the injury to Rutu and with
form for others, it made it quite an easy
decision to get him in there,” Fleming

said. “A stage that seems big — but it’s
(the) one that’s familiar — so we banked
on him being comfortable with his sur-
roundings and he certainly looked all
that. It was an impressive debut,” he
added.

From a far away suburb of Virar,
Mhatre learnt his cricket in Mumbai tak-
ing early morning days into the city and
putting in the hard yards.

He rose through the ranks quickly
before an unfortunate road accident
involving Musheer Khan paved the way
for the 17-year-old to be picked, and
Mhatre made the most of the opportu-
nity.

His maiden century in Ranji Trophy
was not merely a ton but a knock long
enough to tell that there was plenty of
substance in his fledgling career. 

Mhatre scored 176 for his maiden
First-Class ton which came off 232 balls
with 22 fours and four sixes as Mumbai
took down Maharashtra by nine wickets.
He scored 471 runs in eight matches at
33.64 with two centuries and one fifty in
his debut Ranji season.

In the premier 50-overs domestic
competition Vijay Hazare Trophy,

Mhatre’s successful run persisted as he
scored 458 runs in seven matches at 65.42
with two centuries and a fifty to finish
eighth in the overall list of highest run-
scorers. Mhatre is not alone, 20-year-old
Shaikh Rasheed, 21-year-old Dewald
Brevis, and 22-year-old Vansh Bedi are
also expected to form CSK’s batting core
next year.“Is it sustainable in tricky con-
ditions? I don’t know. Is the subtlety of
the game going to keep growing? I’m con-
cerned. But in terms of what they’re
bringing and how they’re playing their
first games, it is certainly impressive,”
Floeming said of the younger
crop.Mumbai Indians’ head coach
Mahela Jayawardene said the exposure to
rigorous domestic cricket is instilling
qualities of intent and confidence, but
also warned about the longer run.“As
long as we see the talent, as long as
they see the intent and the confi-
dence, then you will back that talent,”
he said.“It’s refreshing to see all
these young guys coming every year
and doing that. But the key is to be
consistent over a period of time and
that’s something that we need to wait
and see,” he added. 

IPL: Ayush Mhatre debut marks shift in CSK’s with experience-first philosophy

BCCI central contracts: Rohit, Virat retained in top gradeShubman Gill take bold
decisions: Rashid Khan



A
ctor Rana Daggubati has added another
milestone to his career — and this time,
it’s outside the realm of cinema. The

Baahubali star became the first Indian celebri-
ty to make an official appearance at WWE’s
biggest annual event, WrestleMania 41, mark-
ing a unique crossover between Indian cinema
and global sports entertainment.

Held in Las Vegas, WrestleMania 41 streamed
live on Netflix and welcomed Rana as a special
guest, placing him in the front row among some
of the world’s most iconic wrestling legends and
fans. His presence didn’t go unnoticed — WWE
gave him a special on-air shoutout that reached
millions of viewers across the globe.

Netflix celebrated the moment on Instagram
by posting exclusive videos and pictures of Rana
from the event with the caption: “Heels. Faces.
Familiar faces @ranadaggubati is at
WrestleMania. Jo line cross kiya, woh gaya.
#RanaNaidu.”

For Rana Daggubati, the experience was
deeply personal. “Being at WrestleMania 41 is
a surreal experience — WWE has been a part
of all our childhoods,” the actor shared. “Now,
to witness it live and to be able to represent India
on a global stage, especially with both WWE and
Rana Naidu streaming on Netflix, feels like a
full-circle moment.”

Back in India, Netflix and WWE hosted a spe-
cial watch party in Mumbai to commemorate
the occasion, bringing together fans and celebri-
ties for a live viewing of WrestleMania 41. The
event celebrated the growing popularity of
WWE in India and highlighted the shared glob-
al love for storytelling — whether in the ring
or on screen.

Rana Daggubati is gearing up for the release
of Rana Naidu Season 2, which is slated to pre-
miere on Netflix in 2025. The crime drama also
stars Venkatesh Daggubati and Surveen Chawla.
The first season of the gritty, action-packed show
dropped on March 10, 2023 and received wide-
spread attention for its bold storytelling and
powerful performances.

Dhanush confirms two 
new films: AR Rahman 

on boards D56, Vignesh 
Raja directing next

I
n an exciting turn of events for
Dhanush fans, the actor has
announced not one but two highly

anticipated projects. The updates came
during the pre-release event of Sumo,
where producer Ishari K. Ganesh revealed
the dynamic slate ahead for the star.
The first announcement is the official
confirmation of D56, a film that sees
Dhanush reuniting with acclaimed director
Mari Selvaraj. What makes this
collaboration even more special is that
music legend A.R. Rahman will be
composing the soundtrack. Their previous
musical partnerships — Maryan,
Raanjhanaa and Atrangi Re — have
delivered chart-topping hits and
expectations are sky-high for their next
offering.

However, before D56 takes off, Dhanush
will begin work on another film — this one
to be helmed by Por Thozhil director
Vignesh Raja. This yet-untitled project is
set to go on floors ahead of D56 and
promises a gripping narrative, given Raja’s
reputation for crafting intense thrillers.
While both films are in early stages of
production, fans are already abuzz with
excitement. With Dhanush juggling genres
and collaborating with some of the most
sought-after talents in the industry, his
upcoming lineup reflects a clear intent: to
deliver bold, high-quality cinema.
As more details unfold in the coming
weeks, cinephiles can gear up for a
powerful blend of storytelling,
performance and music — all headlined
by Dhanush.

V
iision Movie Makers,
known for their suc-
cessful debut with

Mandira featuring Sunny
Leone, is back with a fresh
and exciting project —
Sumathi Shatakam. The
romantic drama, presented
by Kommalapati Sridhar
and produced by
Kommalapati Sai
Sudhakar, marks the direc-
torial debut of M. M.
Naidu. The film brings
together a new pair on
screen: Bigg Boss fame
Amardeep Chowdary and

the talented Sayli Chaudhari.
The grand opening cere-

mony of Sumathi Shatakam
was held at the Vykuntapuram

Village Temple in Amaravati,
where the cast and crew were

joined by special guests to celebrate
the occasion. The event was marked
by a traditional muhurtham shot,

with Pedakurapadu MLA Bhashyam
Praveen giving the first clap, while
Venna Sambasiva Reddy switched
on the camera. Following the cere-
mony, the team commenced regu-
lar shooting for the film.

Sumathi Shatakam promises to be
a youthful and engaging romantic
entertainer. Written by Bandaru
Naidu, the film’s music is composed
by Subhash Anand, while the cine-
matography is handled by Halsewami.
Suresh Vinnakota takes charge of the
editing, ensuring a visually appealing
and well-paced narrative.

The film features a talented
ensemble cast, with Amardeep
Chowdary, Sayli Chaudhari and
Tasty Teja in pivotal roles. With a
fresh concept, a dynamic cast and
an energetic team, Sumathi
Shatakam is set to be a delightful
addition to the romantic drama
genre, and fans can expect an excit-
ing ride with this new project from
Viision Movie Makers.

A
llu Arjun is gearing up for an exciting
cinematic collaboration with block-
buster filmmaker Atlee for a high-

octane project tentatively titled AA22xA6. The
buzz around this upcoming film has intensi-
fied after reports confirmed that a look test and
concept photoshoot were conducted in
Mumbai.

Sources reveal that both Allu Arjun and
Atlee were spotted in the city experimenting
with multiple looks for the film, hinting at
diverse styles and appearances for the actor.
The visual test further cemented speculations
that the film will be an ambitious venture
involving layered characters and unique
styling choices.

Set to go on floors in June 2025, AA22xA6
is being mounted on a grand scale and is tout-
ed to be a never-before-seen cinematic expe-
rience. The project is said to revolve around
a “parallel universe” concept — a first-of-its-
kind for Indian cinema — and will involve

extensive use of VFX. Multiple internation-
al studios are expected to collaborate on
the film’s visual effects, further pushing
the boundaries of storytelling and
spectacle.

Reports also suggest that both Allu
Arjun and Atlee are being paid
record-breaking fees for their work
on the film, underlining the scale
and expectations riding on the
project.

While the official announce-
ment had already been made ear-
lier by the makers, this latest devel-
opment around the look test adds
fresh excitement among fans eager-
ly awaiting more details. With Allu
Arjun’s star power and Atlee’s track
record of mass entertainers,
AA22xA6 promises to be one of the
most anticipated films in the coming
year.

RANA DAGGUBATI BECOMES
FIRST INDIAN CELEBRITY TO

ATTEND WRESTLEMANIA

A
ctor Ajith Kumar continues
to make waves not just in
Indian cinema but also on

the international motorsport cir-
cuit. His team, Ajith Kumar Racing,
secured a remarkable second-place
podium finish at the prestigious Spa
Francorchamps Circuit in Belgium,
adding another laurel to their
impressive racing journey.

Taking to X (formerly Twitter),
the official handle of Ajith Kumar
Racing shared the exciting news,
stating,

“A proud moment for Indian
motorsport! #AjithKumar and his
team secure a remarkable P2 podi-
um finish at the prestigious Spa

Francorchamps circuit in Belgium.
A testament to passion, precision,
and perseverance on the global
racing stage.”

This marks yet another interna-
tional achievement for the actor-
turned-racer, who has been con-
sistently representing India on
the global racing platform.

A significant number of fans
gathered in Belgium to support
and celebrate Ajith and his team.
A video shared by Ajith Kumar
Racing captured the electric
atmosphere, with fans cheering as
Ajith celebrated on the podium
alongside his teammates.

“The crowd swells, and so does

the love! People of Belgium form a
beeline to meet their idol! In cine-
ma and sports, #AK continues to
spread positivity wherever he goes!
A true global icon,” the caption read.

This latest achievement follows
a series of commendable perfor-
mances by Ajith Kumar Racing.
The team had earlier secured
third place in the 991 category of
the 24H Dubai 2025 race and
another third-place finish at the
12H Mugello event in Italy. With
this second-place podium at Spa,
the team has now bagged three
international podium finishes
within just four months.

Ajith Kumar is not only an

active participant but also the
owner of Ajith Kumar Racing. He
races alongside professional dri-
vers Mathieu Detry, Fabian
Duffieux and Cameron McLeod.
The team has partnered with Bas
Koeten Racing for technical and
logistical support, ensuring a pro-
fessional and competitive setup.

Ajith’s passion for motorsport
and his steady rise in internation-
al racing circuits continue to
inspire fans and sports enthusiasts
back home. As his team keeps
pushing limits on the track, they’re
not just winning races — they’re
putting Indian motorsport on the
global map.

Ajith Kumar’s
racing dream

accelerates with
second place 

in Belgium

Jr NTR and Prashanth Neel kick off
NTR31 with serious seaside prep

A
fter wrapping up his Bollywood debut with War 2
alongside Hrithik Roshan, Jr NTR is now gearing up
for his next high-octane project, NTR31, helmed by

KGF and Salaar director Prashanth Neel. As anticipation
builds around the collaboration, a new picture shared by the
makers has sent fans into a frenzy.
The photo, posted by the official handle of NTRNeel,
captures Jr NTR and Prashanth Neel in an intense
discussion by the seashore. Captioned, “Two MASS
ENGINES ready to wreck it all from tomorrow,” the post
hints at the explosive cinematic experience the duo is set to
deliver. While Neel appears focused and composed, what
truly caught fans’ attention was Jr NTR’s dramatic physical
transformation. Dressed casually, the actor appeared
significantly leaner and more chiseled than before—fueling
widespread speculation online.
Rumours began circulating that the Devara star might have
used Ozempic, a drug often associated with rapid weight
loss. However, Jr NTR’s team was quick to dismiss the
claims, clarifying that the actor has adopted a strict new
fitness routine, which includes consuming just one meal a
day.
This upcoming film, NTR31, marks one of the most eagerly
awaited pan-Indian collaborations, blending Jr NTR’s mass
appeal with Neel’s larger-than-life action storytelling.
Backed by Mythri Movie Makers, NTR Arts, and T-Series,
the film promises to be a game-changer in Indian cinema.

SAMANTHA RUTH
PRABHU’S INSTAGRAM

‘LIKE’ IGNITES DEBATE ON MEN
ABANDONING SICK PARTNERS

A
ctor Samantha Ruth Prabhu recently drew attention on social media after she ‘liked’ a powerful Instagram post
discussing the troubling phenomenon of men abandoning their partners during illness. The post, which delved into
gender-based disparities in caregiving within relationships, quickly gained traction with over 60,000 likes, sparking

debate across platforms. The post, shared by the page Successverse, featured a clip from the popular YouTube podcast Diary Of A
CEO. Titled “Why Men Leave Sick Partners: The Cold Truth Behind Relationship Abandonment”, the video explored a disturbing

statistic — men are reportedly 624% more likely to leave their partners if they become terminally ill, whereas women overwhelmingly
choose to stay and provide care for their ailing spouses.

Experts in the video cited social conditioning, rigid gender roles, and emotional immaturity as contributing factors behind this
gendered pattern of abandonment. Samantha’s quiet acknowledgment of the post via a ‘like’ has reignited public conversation

around gender dynamics in relationships, especially under the strain of illness.
The timing of Samantha’s engagement with the post adds context, considering her own public battle with myositis, a rare
autoimmune disease. Diagnosed in 2022, she has openly spoken about the debilitating impact the illness has had on her

daily life, from muscle weakness to chronic pain. The revelation came a year after her divorce from Telugu actor Naga
Chaitanya, whom she married in 2017 after dating since 2015. Their separation became the subject of intense
speculation, particularly after Samantha dropped the ‘Akkineni’ surname from her social media in 2020. While
neither party linked the split to her health, fans have frequently drawn connections between her personal and

public struggles. While Samantha hasn’t commented publicly on the
post she liked, her action has been interpreted by many as a

subtle nod to the emotional and physical toll illness can
take—not just on the patient, but on relationships as
well. It’s also prompted deeper reflection on the
ways women are often left to suffer silently,
both emotionally and physically, during

life-altering health crises.

Allu Arjun and Atlee kickstart 
AA22xA6 with look test in 
Mumbai; shoot begins June 2025

Romantic drama Sumathi Shatakam

launched with a traditional 
ceremony in Amaravati
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