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CALCUTTAHC
DISQUALIFIES ROY
The Calcutta High Court
disqualified senior Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader Mukul
Roy from the Bengal
Legislative Assembly, marking
the first instance of judicially
disqualifying an elected
representative. Roy, a former
Union Railway Minister and
close aide of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, had won
the Krishnagar North seat in
2021 as a BJP candidate
before returning to TMC within
months. The BJP demanded
his disqualification, but
Speaker Biman Banerjee
refused, citing lack of official
information. Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari
subsequently filed a petition,
leading to Thursday’s ruling,
which retroactively
disqualified Roy from June 11,
2021, and annulled his
chairmanship of the Public
Accounts Committee. The
court invoked the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution
and 1986 Rules, also
overruling the Speaker’s
decision. Adhikari hailed the
verdict as a constitutional
victory and criticised Banerjee
for bias, while alleging
multiple defections in

Bengal politics and warning
of four more potential
disqualifications of MLAs in
similar cases.
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DELHI POLICE
ISSUES ADVISORY

Amid heightened security in
Delhi, the Delhi Police has
issued an advisory urging
passengers to reach
transport hubs well ahead
of their scheduled
departures to avoid
inconvenience. Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Transport Range) Milind
Dumbre said the advisory,
issued on Wednesday, aims
to facilitate smooth security
checks at railway stations,
metro stations and the
airport. Passengers are
advised to arrive at least
one hour before train
departures, 20 minutes
before metro rides

and three hours before
flights. The security
measures include detailed
screening of passengers,
luggage, and vehicles
entering these facilities.

CISCE RELEASES
DATE SHEET

The CISCE board exams for
2025 are set to begin soon,
with Class 12 (ISC) exams
starting on February 12 and
Class 10 (ICSE) exams from
February 17, officials
announced. Approximately
2.6 lakh students will appear
for the ICSE exams, while
around 1.5 lakh candidates
are expected for the ISC
exams. Joseph Emmanuel,
Chief Executive and Secretary
of the Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations, stated that the
schedule has been designed
to provide a balanced
academic calendar and
sufficient preparation time
between major subjects. The
Class 10 examinations will
continue until March 30 and
the Class 12 exams will
conclude on April 6.
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for verdict
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Countdown to Nuapada verdict

All eyes on high-stakes
by-poll outcome today

"Triangular fight
between BJP,
BJD, Congress
RAJEEV RATHAN/PNS  m
Bhubaneswar/Nuapada

The stage is set and tension
is palpable as Odisha braces
for the nail-biting finale of the
Nuapada Assembly by-elec-
tion. With the fate of 14 candi-
dates sealed in the EVMs, all
eyes are now on Friday's
counting of votes, an exercise
expected to decide the politi-
cal pulse of western Odisha.
The counting will begin at 8
am at the Nuapada National
College amid a three-tier se-
curity ring designed to pre-
vent any untoward incident.
Officials have confirmed that
26 rounds of counting will be

conducted on 14 tables cover-
ing all 358 polling booths of
the constituency.

According to State Chief
Electoral Officer RS Gopalan,
every precaution has been
taken to ensure the process
remains "completely trans-
parent and glitch-free".
Counting of postal ballots
will start first followed by
EVM votes 30 minutes later.
In case of any technical snag,
VVPAT slips will be tallied
manually to maintain accu-
racy.

Security personnel, observ-
ers and election officials have
already taken charge of the
venue, which has been turned
into a virtual fortress. "Those
involved in the counting pro-
cess have been thoroughly
trained," Gopalan assured,

adding that the Election Com-
mission is monitoring every
step in real time.

The by-election held on
November 11 had recorded an
impressive 83.45 % voter turn-
out among the highest in the
State's recent electoral history.
The massive participation has
set the stage for a keenly-
watched triangular contest
among the BJP, BJD and Con-
gress, each claiming strong
support in different pockets of
the constituency.

Political observers say
the result could prove to be a
major barometer of public
sentiment ahead of future
polls in Odisha, especially
with the BJP and BJD locked
in an increasingly fierce battle
for dominance in western dis-
tricts.

Sardar Patel’s 150th birth anniversary

CM Majhi leads Ekta Pad

Calls Nilgiri 'the
heartbeat of
people’s power
and democracy"
UBACHAK MOHANTY / RAJEEV

RATHAN B Baleswar /
Bhubaneswar

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Thursday
led a grand Ekta Padayatra
(Unity March) at Nilgiri in
Baleswar district to com-
memorate the 150th birth an-
niversary of Iron Man of In-
dia Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

The event, held as part of the
nationwide Ekta Varsha (Year
of Unity) celebrations, drew a
massive turnout. Thousands
of students, youths, citizens
and government officials
walked nearly 9 km from
Nilgiri to Mitrapur carrying a

Kharif paddy procurement from Nov 20

current financial year for construct-
ing 200-metric-tonne-capacity
warehouses in 80 cooperative soci-
eties. These facilities are expected to
significantly enhance storage infra-
structure and minimise post-har-

m Bargarh first to roll out process

100 model mandis, Rs 516-cr in-
B fra push to modernise system in
State

oUey o ity dfren

State-wide
exercise to be
launched by govt

Soon
RAJEEV RATHAN ®m Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government
will soon conduct a State-wide
survey to identify differently-
abled children aged from birth
to six years enabling their
early inclusion in welfare and
educational schemes.

The Department of Social
Security and Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities
(SSEPD) has issued detailed
guidelines for the exercise,
which will be carried out by
Anganwadi Workers through
door-to-door visits. To sup-
port their efforts, the govern-
ment has announced an incen-
tive of Rs 500 per worker. The
survey is expected to be com-
pleted within a month, offi-
cials said.

Authorities said the initia-
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100-foot-long Tricolour that
fluttered as a vibrant symbol
of national unity and pride.
Earlier, the Chief Minister
offered prayers at the
Jagannath Temple in Nilgiri
and inaugurated a photo ex-
hibition depicting Baleswar's
role in the freedom struggle

and the life and legacy of
Sardar Patel.

Addressing a large public
gathering, Majhi said the Ekta
Padayatra was "not merely a
march but a reaffirmation of
our duty to preserve the unity
and integrity of India."

“Nilgiri is not just a place; it

is the heartbeat of people's
power and democracy,” Majhi
observed, evoking the region's
rich history of the Nilgiri Praja
Andolan, which stood as a
milestone in Odisha's struggle
for freedom and justice. "That
movement was a triumph of
people's self-respect and

NALINI SAHU = Bhubaneswar

P rocurement of Kharif paddy for
the current season is set to begin on
November 20 with Bargarh district
leading the process. The State Gov-
ernment on Thursday announced a
comprehensive plan to ensure
smooth procurement and scientific
storage of paddy across mandis.
Modern facilities have been in-
stalled in several procurement cen-

tres to improve the handling and
storage of the harvested crop.

In a major initiative to modernise
the procurement system, the gov-
ernment has decided to establish
100 model mandis across Odisha
within the next two years. In the first
phase, tenders have been floated and
work has already started for 38 such

mandis.

Additionally, the government has
earmarked Rs 20 crore during the

vest losses. Further, development
projects worth Rs 516 crore will
soon be undertaken across 973 co-
operative societies and Regulated
Market Committees (RMCs) to
strengthen their infrastructures.
The move aims to bolster the
State's agricultural marketing net-
work, ensure timely payments to
farmers and improve the overall ef-
ficiency and transparency of the
procurement process.
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tive is aimed at ensuring early
identification and interven-
tion allowing differently-abled
children to benefit from State
schemes related to education,
healthcare and social security.
The drive also aligns with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
(RPWD) Act, 2016.

To ensure accuracy and
transparency, forest officers
and district administrators
will monitor the process while
supervising officials will verify
the quality and thoroughness
of the data collected.

A senior official said the
survey reflects the
government's commitment to
equal opportunities and in-
clusive growth. "This will pro-
vide crucial data to strengthen
policies and programs for dif-
ferently-abled children, ensur-
ing they receive the support
and care they deserve," the of-
ficial added.

ayatra in Nilgiri

democratic spirit. It proved
that when citizens unite, no
oppressive force can subdue
them," he said.

Speaking on the occasion,
Higher Education Minister
Suryavanshi Suraj said the
Ekta Padayatra was a call for
youths to lead the nation in
this era of knowledge and
progress.

Among those present were
Baleswar MP Pratap Chandra
Sarangi, Chief Whip Gobinda
Chandra Das, MLAs Padma
Lochan Panda and Manas
Kumar Dutta and State
Women's Commission Chair-
person Shobhana Mohanty.
Nilgiri MLA Santosh Kumar
Khatua delivered a welcome
address while Baleswar Col-
lector Suryavanshi Mayur
Vikash proposed a vote of
thanks.

In Bhubaneswar

Girl rescued from
trafficking racket

Accused arrested
RAJEEV RATHAN = Bhubaneswar

Human trafficking continues to haunt the
capital with a minor girl rescued from a city
hotel after being lured with a fake job offer
and forced into the flesh trade. The Kharavela
Nagar police rescued the girl from the hotel
in Unit-4 and arrested the prime accused be-
hind the racket.

The accused, identified as Mahendra Patra
of Masjid Colony in Unit-3, had contacted
the victim, a minor from Kankadahad in
Dhenkanal district, promising her employ-
ment in Bhubaneswar. The girl, who had ear-
lier been working in Cuttack and was stay-
ing with a relative in Baramunda, was search-
ing for a job.

On Thursday, Mahendra allegedly took
the girl to a hotel in Unit-4 claiming it was
for an interview. Later that evening, he
brought a customer to the room and tried to
force her into an illicit act. The victim, how-
ever, managed to alert a friend, who informed
police. The Kharavela Nagar police raided
the hotel, rescued the girl and apprehended
the accused.

Mahendra will be produced before court
on Friday. Police said efforts are underway
to trace other members of the network.

(GBI takes over S1 recruitment scam probe

Focus shifts to

key conspirators
NALINI SAHU = Bhubaneswar

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has formally
taken over the probe into the
Odisha Police Sub-Inspector
(SI) recruitment scam mark-
ing a major escalation in the
high-profile case that has
rocked the State's recruitment
system.

According to reports, the
Bhubaneswar branch of the
CBI registered a fresh case fol-
lowing an official notification,
and a Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP)-rank officer
has been appointed to lead the
inquiry. A special team has
been constituted under the
officer's supervision to con-
duct a thorough investigation
into the alleged irregularities.

The State Crime Branch,
which had been investigating
the case so far, has handed
over all documents and evi-
dence to the CBI, which is ex-
pected to begin its probe im-
mediately.

While the Crime Branch has
already arrested most of the
individuals directly implicated
in the recruitment fraud, the

CBI's focus will now turn to
identifying the masterminds
and facilitators who operated
from behind the scenes.

On Wednesday, the Crime
Branch arrested Sagar Gouda,
a close associate of the alleged
kingpin, Shankar Prusty. In-
vestigators believe Shankar
coordinated with a network of
agents through Sagar, who re-
portedly managed the "Digha
module” -- a key link in the
scam's operations.

The development comes
close on the heels of the Orissa
High Court's decision to can-
cel the Assistant Section Of-
ficer (ASO) main examination
conducted by Silicon Tech, cit-
ing "unsatisfactory conduct”
and ordering a fresh test.

Although the Crime Branch
has officially stepped back
from the investigation, it may
continue to assist the CBI by
providing logistical or techni-
cal support if new leads or evi-
dence surface during the
course of the probe, the
sources added.

Sources said the SI recruit-
ment case may have wider
ramifications with investiga-
tors suspecting potential con-
nections to other examina-
tion-related malpractices.

Prez to visit State tw

To address
Assembly,
inaugurate Raj
Bhawan Guest

House
PNS ®m Bhubaneswar

P resident Droupadi
Murmu is set to visit Odisha
twice this month, first on No-
vember 20 during a transit
halt at Jharsuguda en route to
Chhattisgarh and again on
November 27 for engagements
in Bhubaneswar, including an
address to the Odisha Legis-
lative Assembly and inaugu-
ration of the new Kalinga
Guest House at Raj Bhavan.
On November 20, the Presi-
dent will arrive at the Veer
Surendra  Sai  Airport,

08 this month

Jharsuguda by an IAF plane
and then proceed by helicop-
ter to Ambikapur in
Chhattisgarh to attend the
Tan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas' cel-
ebrations organised by the
Chhattisgarh Government.
After the event, she will return
to Jharsuguda and depart for
Andhra Pradesh.

Murmu will return to
Odisha on November 27 for a
visit to Bhubaneswar. After a
brief rest at Raj Bhavan, she
will inaugurate the newly-built
Kalinga Guest House followed
by her address to the Members
of the Legislative Assembly
from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm. The
evening will conclude with a
dinner hosted in her honour
by the Governor at Raj
Bhavan. She will depart for
Lucknow next morning.

(s o host goba

Event to be held
in Puri from Dec
5to7

RAJEEV RATHAN = Bhubaneswar

Odisha is set to take the
global stage in the energy sec-
tor as it prepares to host the
Global Energy Leaders’ Sum-
mit (GELS) 2025 in Puri from
December 5 to 7.

Organised by the State’s
Department of Energy, Gov-
ernment, the international
summit will bring together
energy ministers,
policymakers, innovators and
researchers from across India
and abroad to deliberate on
sustainable power, energy se-
curity and innovation.

The event'slogo was unveiled
in New Delhi by Union Minis-
ter for New and Renewable En-
ergy Shripad Naik and Odisha
Deputy Chief Minister KV
Singh Deo, who also launched
the official website
(www.gelsodisha2025.com).

Energy Principal Secretary
Vishal Kumar Dev said del-
egates from over seven coun-
tries, including Canada, Brazil,
Indonesia, Bhutan and
Singapore, are expected to par-
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eaters' summi

ticipate. “GELS 2025 will serve
as a platform to share best prac-
tices and innovative ap-
proaches driving collective
progress in the global energy
transition,” he said.

Themed “Powering India:
Sufficiency, Balance, Innova-
tion,” the summit will focus on
ensuring reliable power supply,
balancing ecological
sustainability with economic
growth and fostering innova-
tion across the energy chain.

Organised in collaboration
with the Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change and II'T Kanpur,
GELS 2025 aims to promote
knowledge exchange and coop-
eration between Indian states
and international partners.

Union Minister Shripad Naik
said the event aligns with Prime
Minister Narendra Modji’s vi-
sion of sustainability and coop-
erative federalism and would
help accelerate Indias goal of
achieving Net Zero emissions
by 2070.

Deputy CM Singh Deo said,
“Odisha is proud to host a sum-
mit of such global scale.
Through GELS 2025, we aim to
create a platform for collabora-
tion and transform innovation
into real progress”
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Tero Fatality Fortnight from Nov 16 to 30

State-wide drive
to curb road

accident deaths
RAJEEV RATHAN m Bhubaneswar

The Government of Odisha
has announced a State-wide
observance of 'Zero Fatality
Fortnight' from November 16
to 30 aiming to achieve zero
road accident deaths through
coordinated action and pub-
lic participation.

The initiative, led by the
Commerce and Transport
Department, will be imple-
mented in collaboration with

district administrations, po-
lice departments, Regional
Transport Offices (RTOs) and
other agencies. Emphasis will
be placed on the four 'E' pil-
lars of road safety -- Enforce-
ment, Engineering, Educa-
tion and Emergency Care.

During the fortnight, a
zero-tolerance policy will be
adopted against traffic viola-
tions. RTOs, along with the
police and district authori-
ties, will conduct intensive
checking across highways,
markets, educational institu-
tions and other high-traffic
zones.

Tourists now can' climb Konark Natyamandap

Restrictions
imposed by ASI
to check mishaps
PNS m Konark

In view of regular accidents
occurring at the Konark Sun
Temple, the Archaeological
Survey of India has imposed
restrictions on tourists climb-
ing on the first Natyamandap.

After this restriction, tour-
ists will no longer be able to
climb on the Nataymandap to
see the main temple view and
relics or touch any of the relics.

In this regard, the ASI has
deployed security personnel
with a ban order. The local
guides first show the
Nataymandap to the domes-

tic and foreign tourists visit-
ing the Sun Temple. It is said
that at sunrise, the first ray
falls on the Ashtadhatu Sun
idol in the main temple. Tour-
ists also take selfies and pho-
tographs on the
Nataymandap.

They experience the fine
craftsmanship by touching
various relics. But at times,
tourists fall from the
Nataymandap stairs due to
their carelessness and lack of
safety fence and get injured.

Therefore, for the safety of
tourists, the ASI has imposed
the restrictions on climbing
the Natamandap. Tourists can
stay below and look around
the Natamandap, said ASI
Puri Circle Incharge Dr DB

Stakeho

PNS ® Bhubaneswar

A stakeholder consultation
on the proposed amendment
to the Odisha Electric Vehicle
(EV) Policy, chaired by Usha
Padhee, Principal Secretary,
Commerce & Transport De-
partment, was held on .

Wednesday.

The meeting brought to-
gether senior officials and ex-
perts from multiple depart-
ments and sectors to deliber-
ate on strengthening the
State's EV ecosystem and
shaping the framework of the
upcoming Odisha EV Policy
2.0.

Among others Transport
Commissioner Amitav
Thakur, CMD, OSRTC NBPS
Rsjput, MD CRUT Sanjaya
Biswal, senior representatives
from the Housing & Urban
Development, Energy, Finance
and Skill Development &
Technical Education Depart-
ments were present.
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The participants discussed
key aspects such as enhanced
purchase incentives, vehicle
retro-fitment and scrappage
benefits, development of
charging infrastructure under
the PM E-DRIVE Scheme and
creation of a dedicated State
EV Fund to ensure long-term
sustainability of EV initia-
tives.

Emphasising inter-depart-
mental coordination and pri-
vate sector engagement,
Padhee underlined the need for
capacity building and policy
alignment to enable a smooth
and inclusive transition to
electric mobility across
Odisha.

The consultation marked
an important milestone to-
wards finalising the Odisha
EV Policy 2.0, which aims to
position Odisha as aleader in
India's clean and green mo-
bility movement in line with
the vision of Viksit Odisha
2036.

Gadnayak.
]

Action will be taken against
over-speeding, drunk driving,
use of mobile phones while
driving and violation of hel-
met or seat-belt norms under
the Motor Vehicles Act.

District authorities have
been directed to pay special
attention to identified black
spots and take corrective
measures in coordination
with road-engineering agen-
cies. Immediate repair of
damaged stretches, installa-
tion of signage and removal
of design flaws have been
prioritised.

Alongside enforcement,

3-day Design Garnival in ¢

By IIA, State
Chapter

PNS ® Bhubaneswar

The Design Carnival and
Build Expo 2025 will be held
from November 14 to 16 here
by the the Indian Institute of
Architects (ITA), Odisha
Chapter.

This year's theme, "AI - Ar-
chitecture Intelligence," cel-
ebrates the evolving dialogue
between artificial intelligence
and architectural design - ex-
ploring how technology can
enhance human creativity,
revolutionize design pro-
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large-scale awareness
programmes will be held to
promote safe road behaviour.
Government and private
organisations will jointly
campaign to make citizens
aware that every life matters.
The public will also be encour-
aged to extend timely help to
accident victims as Good Sa-
maritans.

Odisha's earlier observance
of Zero Fatality Week had sig-
nificantly reduced road-acci-
dent deaths. Building on that
success, the campaign has now
been expanded to a fortnight-
long programme.

cesses, and shape the future
of our built environment.
The event will be inaugu-
rated by Chief Secretary
Manoj Ahuja in the presence
of senior members of the In-
dian Institute of Architects
and the Council of Architec-
ture. The evening will wit-
ness the grand opening of the
Build Expo 2025 for the pub-
lic, showcasing leading
brands and innovations
from the building and con-
struction industry. The high-
light of the evening will be a
Master Class by renowned
architect Ar Nuru Karim, fo-
cusing on Architecture, Ur-

'BJD spewing lies for fear of defeat’

BJP poised for
record victory:
Party leader

RAJEEV RATHAN = Bhubaneswar

The BJD has started mak-
ing "baseless and desperate
statements” out of fear of an
imminent defeat in the
Nuapada by-poll, said BJP
State general secretary
Biranchi Narayan Tripathy
on Thursday.

Tripathy said the BJP is set
to create history in Nuapada
by winning with the widest
margin ever recorded in an
Odisha by-election.

He questioned why BJD
polling agents had not raised
any objections during voting
ifirregularities had indeed oc-

ty from

banism, and Computational
Design.

The second day will fea-
ture a series of student com-
petitions and workshops,
fostering creativity and col-
laboration among architec-
ture students from across
Odisha.

A special Master Session
by Ar Sahil Tanveer will ex-
plore the intersection of ar-
chitecture, artificial intelli-
gence, and speculative de-
sign, examining how Al can
act as a creative collaborator
in shaping our cities and cul-
ture.

The evening will host a

PNS = Bhubaneswar

The Library Movement,
Odisha, has urged regular ap-
pointment of Librarians in
the Odisha Adarsha
Vidyalayas by the Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan
(OAVS), which manages 320
CBSE-affiliated model
schools across the State.

As per the CBSE regula-
tions and NEP guidelines ev-
ery affiliated school must ap-
point a trained librarian as an
essential component of qual-
ity education. However, there
is no regular recruitment for
librarian posts in the OAVS
for the last ten years. In 2023,
out of nearly 320 vacant posi-
tions, only one librarian was

appointed — a situation that
reflects serious negligence to-
wards library infrastructure
and academic enrichment.
“Educationists and Library
Science experts have empha-
sized that the appointment of
trained librarians will facili-
tate access to books and refer-
ence materials for learning and
research, cultivate reading

He said one of the BJD's se-
nior leaders even alleged that
EVMs were brought from
Ganjam while another posted
an edited photo on social me-
dia claiming vote manipula-
tion.. Tripathy said the high
voter turnout was a reflection
of the people's trust in democ-
racy and their deep affection
for Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi.

He also criticised BJD presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik for using
"unparliamentary language"
during his campaign despite
earlier deciding not to cam-
paign. "Instead of introspec-
tion on why people have re-
jected them, the BJD is indulg-
ing in blame games. The party,
already rejected across Odisha,
will meet the same fate in
Nuapada,” Tripathy asserted.

tomorrow

panel discussion titled "Syn-
ergy in Architecture: Dia-
logue between the COA, IIA,
Academia, and Practicing
Architects", followed by stu-
dent cultural performances
and a fellowship dinner, cel-
ebrating camaraderie within the
architectural community.

The final day will begin with
the much-awaited Street Carni-
val at Janpath, Master Canteen,
to be inaugurated by BMC
Commissioner Chanchal Rana.
The streets will come alive with
public art, design installations,
and performances, showcasing
the creativity of architects and
students alike.

ular librarians in 0AVs: Forum

habits and information lit-
eracy among students, sup-
port teachers with teaching
and learning resources, and

Strengthen the vision of
NEP 2020 for ‘Quality and
Equitable Education for All}
said the Library Movement
Odisha. The forum represen-
tatives such as Sunil Kumar
Mishra, Deepak ~ Kumar
Sahoo, Dr Vedarata Dash and
Pradeep Kumar Chinara have
requested that the State Gov-
ernment and OAVS take im-
mediate steps to fill up all va-
cant librarian posts in accor-
dance with CBSE and NEP
2020 norms by appointing
qualified and trained profes-
sionals.

Such a step will significantly
enhance the quality of educa-
tion in Odisha Adarsha
Vidyalayas and contribute to
the holistic development of
students, they added.

BJD alleges official machinery
misuse in Nuapada

Demands CCTV
footage of 90%+
booths

RAJEEV RATHAN = Bhubaneswar

With the Nuapada by-

election results due on Friday,
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) has
accused the ruling BJP of gross
misuse of official machinery to
influence the election out-
come.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Thursday, BJD
vice-president Atanu
Sabyasachi Nayak, senior gen-
eral secretary Dr Lekhasri
Samantsinghar and party
spokesperson Dr Lenin
Mohanty alleged that wide-
spread violations of the Model
Code of Conduct went un-
checked in Nuapada despite
repeated complaints to the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO).

Nayak said that while poll-
ing officials announced 75%
voter turnout by 5 pm, it later
jumped to 83.5% with as many

as 41 booths recording over
91% voting, a figure the BJD
described as highly suspi-
cious. "Such sudden rise in
turnout after official polling
hours raises serious doubts of
rigging," he said, adding that
several BJP leaders remained
present in Nuapada during the
silent period.

Dr Mohanty demanded that
the CCTV footage of all
booths with more than 90%
polling be made public to
verify whether genuine voters
or manipulation was behind
the surge. "Even videos are
circulating on social media
showing EVMs being trans-
ported in private vehicles," he
said.

Dr Samantsinghar alleged
that administrative officials
acted as BJP agents helping the
party win by distributing
money under police watch and
campaigning inside booths. "It's
impossible for the BJP to win
democratically; so, it resorted to
abuse of power," she charged.

otate holds talk

sith UNWFP

"To strengthen
food security,

nutrition
RAJEEVRATHAN m Bhubaneswar

Food Supplies and Con-
sumer Welfare Minister
Krushna Chandra Patra met
United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) Represen-
tative & Country Director
Elisabeth Faure on Tuesday to
discuss strategies for enhanc-
ing food security and nutri-
tion across Odisha.

The meeting focused on
measures to ensure robust
food availability, improve nu-
tritional standards and
strengthen the State's food
distribution system. Discus-
sions also highlighted col-
laboration between the WFP
and the Odisha Government

to guarantee food security for
all beneficiaries.

Minister Patra briefed
Faure on several key initia-
tives already undertaken in the
State, including enhanced
supply of nutritious grains
through public nutrition cen-
tres, strengthening govern-
ment fair price shops and ex-
panding outreach to benefi-
ciaries. Innovative steps such
as the introduction of grain
ATMs were also discussed to
improve access and conve-
nience for citizens.

The talks wunderlined
Odisha's commitment to po-
sitioning itself as a centre of
excellence in food security en-
suring that every citizen has
access to adequate, nutritious
and safe food in alignment
with global best practices pro-
moted by the UN WEFP.

Political parties should cultivate Constitutional morality

vember 4, 1948 in the Constitu

ent Assembly, Dr Ambedkar
said 'Constitutional morality is
not a natural sentiment. It has to
be cultivated.'

The Election Commission of In-
dia (Article 324) has made a pro-
posal for electoral reform where
the commission has projected that
the political parties in our country
need to qualitatively improve their
functioning in adopting demo-
cratic values and norms of the Con-
stitution in their internal party
organisations, besides following a
self-adaptive code of conduct.

It also proposed to build insti-
tutional mechanism within the
party for planning, thinking and
research on crucial social and eco-
nomic issues before the nation
along with training for socialising
party cadres and preparing them
for responsibilities of governance
while assuring social inclusiveness
through legal provisions with fair
representation of women and
weaker sections in party positions
and candidature for elections to
assemblies and parliament.

In his historic speech on No
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These are being proposed based
on the recommendations of vari-
ous commissions' reports such as
National Law Commission and
National Commission to Review
the Working of the Constitution
report and other concerned bod-
ies aiming to build India a more vi-
brant and inclusive democracy in
the world.

Political parties have an increas-
ing role in modern democracies as

they are selecting the representa-
tives of the people to govern. The
implementation of the Constitu-
tion lies in their hands. If the par-
ties themselves do not follow the
constitutional principles how are
they going to deliver the mandate
of the constitution? So full adher-
ence to the Constitution must be
the first step to form a political
party and that must be exhibited
in practice within the party and
also in public.

The party leaders and cadres
must be inducted into the practice
of the established constitutional
values in their personal and family
life and become transparent mod-
els for other citizens to follow in
public life for building an egalitar-
ian society.

But it has been noticed that dur-
ing elections many of the parties do
not follow the Constitutional val-
ues but adopt such easy means of
mobilization using caste, commu-
nity and religion cards and do
physical violence and distribute
benefits to influence the voters in
their support to get elected. In a
country like India, with such diver-

sity, continued existence of thou-
sands of castes, communities and
practice of different kinds of reli-
gions, the caste and religion based
mobilization have been impacting
the marginalized sections. The pro-
cess of communal divide further is
widening our many forms of dif-
ference by putting threat to our
human and social relationship,

caste and ethnic symbols and
names to seek votes.

The political parties in every so-
ciety are change agents and run
governance through legislation for
the whole country. They must be
without any communal interest,
caste based mindset, gender bias,
that is beneficial to any particular
caste, religion or social group and
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unity and our collective co-exist-
ence as a nation. It is against the
founding vision of makers of mod-
ern India, the freedom fighters,
members of Constituent Assembly,
and contrary to the principles of
our Constitution that still keep us
united as a nation in the world.
During the last seventy years of
practice of democracy as a nation,
it has been found that the demo-
cratic values are deteriorating with
increasing in poll violence and
communal mobilizations, and for-
mation of parties on caste and com-
munal lines and using religion,

region. Rather than dividing people
the political parties must play a role
in connecting people for realisation
of justice, liberty and equality. So it
is expected that the parties them-
selves must stand above the narrow
motive and ensure faith and belief
among all its citizens by exhibiting
the democratic practices itself in
their inner party structure and ac-
tivities. , Especially while they are in
public to mobilize votes, they must
follow the model code of conduct
formulated by ECL

The second most important con-
cern is the intellectual engagement

of political parties in the economic
development and socio-political
issues in terms of understanding
based on research, debate and dis-
cussions. India is the largest de-
mocracy in the world but our vot-
ers are not literate and educated
enough to behave as responsible
voters as they easily fall prey to all
kinds of disruptive forces. Political
education to the masses is highly
required to build up a healthier
democracy and political parties
have a major role in spreading po-
litical literacy among the masses.
As a first step the parties must
prepare themselves as political
educators and make institutional
arrangements to build informed
quality leaders as legislatures,
while formulating party policy on
economic and social issues and
educating cadres on constitutions
and legal provisions for larger in-
terest of democracy and nation
building. The current democratic
constitutional governance system
has vested legislative power over
our elected representatives mostly
chosen by the parties. It is highly
desirable that the leaders must be

informed enough with basic knowl-
edge from academics and capacity
to deal with executives in imple-
mentations of laws and
programmes of the Government.
The youth, upcoming leaders,
and others joining parties must
have educational standards and
political training to meet the basic
objective of politics and aspira-
tions of the people. It must be man-
datory for all political parties to
impart training to all their cadres
on the Constitution of India and
the laws relating to representation
such as the Representation of
Peoples Act 1950 and 1951,Con-
duct of Election Rules 1961, Elec-
tion Symbol Order 1968, and Anti-
Defection Law 1985 etc. The intel-
lectual engagement of the parties
will encourage people from differ-
ent educational and professional
background to join the parties
which will qualitatively improve
the politics and attract more
people in serving the nation and
restrict the entry of vested interest,
goons, criminal and uneducated
people in public life.
(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)
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Forestdiversionto be exnearted for key infra works

RAJEEV RATHAN m Bhubaneswar

To expedite forest diversion
proposals for major infra-
structure and industrial
projects, the Odisha Govern-
ment held its third coordina-
tion meeting under the chair-
manship of Forest, Environ-
ment & Climate Change De-
partment Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) Satyabrata
Sahu on Wednesday.

The meeting reviewed the
progress on key projects listed
under the PMG/PRAGATI
portal of the Central and State
Governments. These included

‘Ensure flawless conduct of

the Capital Region Ring Road
(CRRR), Bangiriposhi-
Gorumahisani new railway
line, 4G mobile service expan-
sion by BSNL and Reliance Jio,
NTPC Dulanga coal mine,
OPTCL transmission line,
Kalyani Steel's integrated steel
plant and GSI's exploration
projects.

Sahu expressed satisfaction
over the progress of telecom
and power projects and di-
rected officials to resolve for-
est and wildlife-related issues
at the earliest to avoid further
delays. He instructed regional
forest officers and DFOs to give

top priority to pending forest
diversion approvals and en-
sure active coordination with
user agencies.

Particular emphasis was
placed on resolving land acqui-
sition issues for the CRRR
project in Dhenkanal,
Athagarh, Cuttack and
Khordha divisions by Novem-
ber 20. User agencies were also
advised to promptly submit all
required maps, documents and
enclosures to respective DFOs
to cut the processing time.

Sahu further emphasised
timely completion of the ap-
proval process and directed

nodal officers to monitor
progress at all stages. High-
lighting Odisha's growing in-
dustrial partnerships, he ad-
vised the Forest Department
to adopt a proactive approach
by identifying suitable land,
conducting surveys and facili-
tating early submission of pro-
posals to enable swift project
implementation.

Senior officers from GSI,
NHAI, OPTCL, NTPC, Rail-
ways and BSNL attended the
meeting while regional conser-
vators, Divisional Forest Offic-
ers, and representatives of user
agencies joined virtually.

Clerk held taking

India-SA match at Barabati’

Floodlight failure that
shamed Odisha
should be avoided:
B]D

RAJEEV RATHAN ®m Bhubaneswar

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) has
urged the State Government to en-
sure a seamless and dignified conduct
of the India-South Africa T20 match
scheduled at Cuttacks Barabati Sta-
dium on December 9, emphasising
that the event must be free of techni-
cal and administrative lapses that
were witnessed in the past.

Reacting to the high-level prepa-
ratory meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi, BJD
spokesperson Mihir Ray said the gov-
ernment must prioritise both secu-
rity and flawless organisation of the
match. “With the nation on high alert
following the recent terror incident
in Delhi, robust security arrange-
ments are essential. But equal focus
should be on ensuring that the event
runs without a hitch,” he said.

Ray recalled that during the previ-
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ous India-England ODI at Barabati,
a floodlight failure had interrupted
the play causing widespread embar-
rassment and criticism for Odisha.
“That incident brought shame to the
State and should never be repeated,”
he remarked.

He also questioned the effective-
ness of the numerous preparatory
and review meetings held before the
earlier match. “Despite several
rounds of meetings, including one
chaired by the Chief Minister him-
self, no one was held accountable af-
ter the mishap. Simply issuing a
show-cause notice is not enough,”
Ray said.

He further raised concern over al-
leged irregularities in ticket and pass
distribution during the previous
match. “While passionate cricket
fans queued up in vain for tickets,
several BJP functionaries easily man-
aged to get complimentary passes,”
he alleged.

Ray urged the government to en-
sure fair and transparent ticketing
and well-coordinated management
this time.

Rs 20K bribe

PACS Secy arrested for fund

embezzlement
PNS m Cuttack

The Vigilance police on Thursday caught
Bhenkatagiri Rao, Senior Clerk, RWS&S Division,
Bhawanipatna in Kalahandi district while tak-
ing a bribe of Rs 20,000.

Rao had demanded the bribe from a retired
staffer of the same office to process file for ex-
tending pensionary benefits in his favour.

The complainant had superannuated on
March 24, 2024. From then, he had been request-
ing Rao to prepare his pension papers. Even af-
ter repeated requests, Rao was not processing the
file, rather insisting on the Rs 20,000-bribe.

During a trap operation, Rao tried to dispose
of the bribe money by throwing it away through
the window of his quarter. However, the Vigilance
team nabbed him and recovered the bribe money.
Later, Rao was arrested and forwarded to court.

In another incident, Kushadhwaja Sahu, former
Secretary and Chief Executive of Pandamunda
PACS under Patnagarh block in Balangir district,
was arrested by the Vigilance for misappropriation
of government funds of Rs 8.34 lakh by manipulat-
ing official records. Later, Sahu was forwarded to
the court of Special Judge, Vigilance, Balangir.

Forester ne

PNS ®m Sambalpur

A forest official was ar-
rested and produced in court
on Thursday for allegedly de-
liberately killing two members
of a family in a staged road
accident in Sambalpur dis-
trict.

Though the mishap took
place on Sunday, the incident
came to the fore after the arrest
was made. The arrested was
identified as Galadhar Meher, a
Forester in the Redhakhol range
of the district.

Meher was travelling in his

rkiling 2 of fami

four-wheeler when he hit a
woman and her son near
Dimirikuda village. The
mother-son duo, who was na-
tives of Pipilikani village in
Badamal panchayat, died on
the spot.

Before locals could react,
Meher sped away from the
spot and hid his vehicle at a
forest depot near Dimirikuda
and went absconding.

Police, after getting infor-
mation, have started investi-
gation and formed a team to
nab him. Meher's car was
found at the seizure godown

of the Forest Department a
day after the accident.

Probe revealed that the For-
ester had bribed another per-
son named Suresh Bhukta to
pose as the driver who was
behind the wheel during the
accident. Suresh had even sur-
rendered before the police,
sources said.

Family members of the de-
ceased had alleged that the ac-
cused forester was allowed to
go free with police complicity.
As the agitation picked up
force, Meher was appre-
hended. He was produced in

yin‘road mishap

court today.

A senior police official said
initially details of the vehicle
involved in the accident were
not known. Later, it was learnt
that a certain Wagon R car was
involved. "We traced it to the
forest beat house in
Dimirikuda. The car was
seized. Probe revealed that the
man behind the wheel was
Galadhar Meher, a resident of
Redhakhol. The driver, who
was initially detained as the
prime suspect, was released
after the accused forester was
held," he added.

ISKCON's un timely Taw_van Rath Yatr resented

Govt urged for

legal measures
PNS ®m Puri

The International Society
for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) is all set to hold the
Rath Yatra and roll out the
chariots of the Holy Trinity on
November 23 at Taiwan's
Ximending MRT Exit-6 local-
ity.

However, the recent an-
nouncement has triggered
strong reactions among the
devotees and followers of
Jagannath culture, including
people of Odisha.

Many devotees and volun-
teers expressed their anguish
over what they perceive as the
ISKCON''s frequent
organisation of similar events
across the globe and outside
the traditional context.

Devotees and Jagannath
enthusiasts have been in-
formed online about the Tai-
wan event and invited to par-
ticipate. The celebration
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Ratha Yatra

would include cultural perfor—

mances, Kirtans, yoga ses-
sions and various other activi-
ties.

No official response has
been issued by the ISKCON
regarding the concerns so far.

"Important decisions were

Nov 23

330 pm - &sﬂpm
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taken in this regard and a key

meeting was also held at Lok
Seva Bhawan in Bhubaneswar,
which was attended by
Gajapati Maharaja, the SJTA
Chief Administrator and sev-
eral other senior officials and
functionaries,” Shreemandir

Handlooms, Textiles & Handicrafts Depart:ment Government of Odisha &

Film Heritage Foundation (FHF) in association with International
Federation of Film Archives (FIAF) Organise
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managing committee member,
Madhusudan Singhari said.

"We had advised the
ISKCON not to conduct the
untimely Rath Yatra and
asked it to reply within 100
days. The organisation has
not taken any step at all,"
Singhari stated.

"The government should
resort to legal measures to
curb such activities," he added.

Worth mentioning,
Gajapati Maharaja
Dibyasingha Deb had issued
a strong message in Septem-
ber 2025 to the ISKCON over
its continued 'defiance’ of es-
tablished traditions by
organising untimely Rath
Yatra and Snana Yatra events
both in India and abroad.

As per Hindu scriptures,
Rath Yatra is to be conducted
strictly on the Asadha Shukla
Dwitiya and Snana Yatra on
Jyestha Purnima. Any devia-
tion, the Gajapati Maharaja
had stressed, invites inauspi-
ciousness and undermines the
sanctity of Jagannath culture.
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Film Screening :

Film Screening :

Film Screening :

Film Screening

Repeat Show :

Inaugurated by

SRI MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI

HON’BLE CHIEF MINISTER OF ODISHA

ON 12TH NOVEMBER 2025

SCHEDULE OF HERITAGE FILMS TO BE SCREENED :

14TH NOV 2025

Film Screening : “MEGHE DHAKA TARA (The cloud capped star)™
Time - 06:30PM, Venue: Keshari Talkies

15TH NOV 2025

“SUSMAN"

“DEAD MAN"

Time- 06:30 PM, Venue : Kesharl Talkies

16TH NOV 2025

“MANTHAN"

“A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE"
Time- 06:30 PM, Venue : Keshari Talkies
Cultural Performances at

Open Air Amphitheather, kalabhoomi
Time : 04:30 PM - Date :14™ & 18" Nov 2025

{Suzrman i3 & Film based on our traditional Mwlng haritage)
Time = 05:00PM, Venue: Kalabhoomi Amphitheather

{Manthan Is a Film based on Diary Cooperative movemant in Indla)
Time - 05:00PM, Venue: Kalabhoomi Amphitheather
UHAMAKALATAY

Time=- 06:30 PM, Venue : Keshari Talkies

17TH NOV 2025

“MAYA MIRIGA™
Time- 06:30 PM, Venue : Keshari Talkies

18TH NOV 2025

Film Screening

19TH NOV 2025

Closing Ceremony
Time = 05:00 PM, Venue : Kalabhoomi
Chief Guest:

SRI KANAK VARDHAN SINGH DEO

Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister of Odisha

Venue : Odisha Crafts Museum- Kalabhoomi
Shilpi Vihar, Gandamunda, Pokhariput Road

For Details Please Contact : 5ri Jagatdarshi Badamali,
Assistant Curator (Mob-9937977883)
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Police reconstructs Nab

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Using footage from more
than 50 CCTV cameras, Delhi
Police has reconstructed Dr
Umar Nabi’s last hours, right
from leaving Faridabad the
night before the Red Fort
blast to driving an explo-
sives-laden car slowly
towards the metro station
the next evening, seconds
before it blew up.

DNA samples collected
from near the Hyundai i20
that exploded near the Red
Fort on Monday have con-
firmed that Umar un Nabi, a
suspect in the Faridabad
explosive seizure case, was
the man behind the deadly
attack, and his body was
blown apart in the blast,
leaving investigators unsure
of his identity until now. An
arm recovered near the car
has been matched with
Umar’s relatives, cement-
ing his identity as the
bomber.

The DNA samples of
Umar’s mother were collect-
ed on Tuesday and sent here
for examination, the sources
said, adding that they were
analysed along with the

remains gathered from the
blast site. “The DNA results
confirm that it was indeed
Umar who was driving the
fateful vehicle,” said a source.

Investigators have also
found that the three sus-
pects — Dr Umar un Nabi, Dr
Muzammil Ahmad Ganaie,
and Dr Shaheen Shahid —
allegedly used a Switzerland-
based encrypted messaging
app to plan and coordinate
their activities related to the
terror conspiracy.

Police said the four sus-
pects had pooled more than
%26 lakh in cash, which was
handed over to Umar for
safekeeping and operational
use. Using the pooled money,
the group had allegedly pur-
chased around 26 quintals of
NPK (nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium) fertiliser,
approximately worth %3 lakh,
from suppliers in Gurugram,
Nuh, and nearby towns. The
fertiliser, mixed with other
chemicals, is commonly used
to manufacture Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs).

A senior police officer said
a large bag — believed to
have contained explosives —
was placed on the back seat
of the car driven by Dr Umar,

!
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In this combo of two screengrabs, CCTV visuals of the suspect and the car involved in the blast near Red Fort

metro station in New Delhi

as he travelled to Delhi ahead
of the blast. The chilling
hours of his journey from
Haryana to the national
capital have been pieced
together bit by bit in a route-
mapping exercise by police,
showing how he halted for
food at a roadside eatery
and spent the night inside his
car before entering the
national Capital the next
morning.

According to police
sources, Umar’s movements
indicate meticulous plan-
ning and deliberate attempts
to avoid detection.

A police source said he
started on the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway on Sunday and
then got off the expressway,
reaching Firozpur Jhirka in
Haryana’s Nuh district. He
reportedly stopped at a road-
side dhaba there and spent
the night inside his car. “He
appeared to be hiding, but
not in panic. He avoided
major towns, preferring high-
ways and small eateries,”
the police source said.

Later, on Monday morning,
he was again seen on CCTV
cameras installed along the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,

PTI

driving slowly toward Delhi.
The footage shows him stop-
ping twice, once for tea and
once apparently to check
his mobile phone.

Police said Umar entered
Delhi through the Badarpur
border. “He seemed to have
planned every step, includ-
ing his entry and exit routes,
to avoid detection,” said the
police source. In the footage
from the Badarpur toll plaza,
Umar can be seen driving a
white Hyundai i20 car and
stopping at the toll gate
around 8.02 am on
November 10, the day of

I’'s last hours

the explosion. The car
pauses briefly as Umar takes
out cash and hands it to the
toll operator before pro-
ceeding.

Investigators said Umar,
who was wearing a mask,
repeatedly looked toward
the CCTV camera, apparent-
ly aware that security agen-
cies were on his trail. The
large bag, likely to have con-
tained explosives, can be
seen in his car here, the
senior police officer said.

The route-mapping also
shows that Umar entered
Delhi and made multiple
loops across the city
between 8 am and 3 pm
before finally parking near
the Red Fort at 3:19 pm.

“Umar’s car was first seen
leaving Faridabad at around
7:30 am near the Asian
Hospital. He then crossed the
Badarpur toll plaza at around
8:13 am, marking his entry into
Delhi. From there, he moved
through several parts of
southeast Delhi, including
Okhla and the industrial belt,
crossed Connaught Place,
before being spotted in east
Delhi and later near central
Delhi’s Ring Road,” said the
police source.

Severed hand found near blast
site days after explosion

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Three days after a powerful
explosion near Red Fort
killed 13 people, a severed
human hand was found on
the roof of a shop close to
the blast site on Thursday
morning. The incident deep-
ened the horror of Monday’s
tragedy. Police said the hand
was discovered a few metres
from the explosion spot,
behind the Jain Temple. The
area was immediately cor-
doned off after the discovery.

A senior police officer said,
“We received a call around
8.30 am regarding a severed
hand found on a rooftop
behind the Jain Temple. A
team reached the spot,
sealed the area, and recov-
ered the remains. The hand
has been sent for forensic
examination to identify the
victim.” The Red Fort area
remains under heavy securi-
ty since Monday’s blast,
which tore through a
crowded lane and left the
city shaken. Officials said
the hand may belong to one
of the unidentified victims of
the explosion.

Of the 13 people who died,
only eight have been identi-
fied so far. Several victims
were dismembered in the
explosion, complicating
identification efforts. Police
said DNA testing is underway
to match remains with
missing persons reported
by families. The blast, which
occurred on Monday
evening, also left more than

= e M =
20 others injured. Many of
them continue to receive
treatment at Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash (LNJP) Hospital.
According to hospital offi-
cials, 12 patients are cur-
rently admitted in the emer-
gency ward. Six are in the
isolation ward, four in the
intensive care unit, and four
in the neurosurgery unit.
One critically injured patient
is being treated in the
trauma centre. Doctors said
the condition of several
patients remains serious.
“Some have multiple burn
injuries, while others suf-
fered deep shrapnel
wounds. A few victims have
undergone multiple surg-
eries,” a senior doctor said.
Forensic teams revisited
the blast site on Thursday
after the discovery of the
severed hand. They collect-
ed new samples from
nearby rooftops and
drainage points to look for
any more remains or evi-

dence.

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
which is leading the probe,
has also been informed
about the latest finding. A
senior official said, “We are
examining all physical evi-
dence. Every piece of
human or material trace
can help us reconstruct the
sequence of the explosion
and confirm the type of
explosive used.”

Sources said investiga-
tors are still analysing CCTV
footage from the area. The
discovery of human
remains days after the
explosion has intensified
pressure on investigators
to piece together the full
picture of the blast. Police
officials said the ongoing
search will continue across
surrounding buildings and
rooftops. “We want to
ensure that no remains are
left behind. The forensic
team will examine every
clue,” the officer added.

Delhi Police
issues advisory
for passengers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

With the national capital under
heightened security, the Delhi
Police issued a detailed adviso-
ry for passengers and com-
muters on Thursday. The Delhi
Police has urged citizens to
plan their travel in advance and
cooperate with security per-
sonnel at major transport hubs
and busy city corridors.

Joint Commissioner of Police
(Transport Range) Milind
Dumbre stated that the advi-
sory, issued on Wednesday,
aimed to ensure smooth secu-
rity checks and prevent crowd-
ing at sensitive locations,
including railway stations,
metro stations, and the airport.
“Passengers are advised to
reach railway stations at least
one hour before their train’s
departure, metro stations 20
minutes before their sched-
uled boarding time, and the
airport at least three hours
before flights,” Dumbre said.

He added that these mea-
sures follow the recent tight-
ening of security across Delhi.
“Screening of passengers,
luggage, and vehicles is being
conducted at major entry
points. Travellers are request-
ed to cooperate to ensure
safety and smooth move-
ment,” he said.

Officials said that security
teams have been placed on
high alert at bus terminals,
metro interchanges, and major
transport routes. Sniffer dogs,
metal detectors, and baggage
scanners are being used more
extensively.

Bus tyre burst creates
panic in Mahipalpur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A loud blast-like sound near
Mahipalpur, close to Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, triggered panic on
Thursday morning. The inci-
dent happened just three
days after a deadly explosion
near Red Fortkilled 13 people
and injured 20.

Police later confirmed that
the sound came from a bus
tyre burst, not an explosion.
The incident occurred around
9.15 am near the Radisson
Hotel in Mahipalpur, a busy
area on the Delhi-Gurugram
route. Residents and com-
muters, already tense after
the Red Fort blast, reported
hearing a powerful sound
that shook nearby buildings.
Within minutes, police and
fire teams rushed to the spot.

The Delhi Fire Services
received the first call at 9.19
am. Three fire tenders were
sentimmediately. “The caller
reported a loud blast-like
noise near Radisson. Our
teams conducted a detailed
search, but nothing suspi-
cious was found,” a senior fire
officer said. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Southwest) Amit Goel said
that initial panic was under-
standable given the current

situation in the city. “We
checked the entire area.
During local enquiry, a guard
informed us that the rear
tyre of a DTC bus going
towards Dhaula Kuan had
burst. The sound came from
that. The situation is normal,
and there is nothing to worry
about,” Goel said.

Police confirmed that no
damage or injury was report-
ed. Fire officials also ruled out
any trace of an explosion or
chemical activity. The Delhi
Police Control Room had
received multiple calls within
minutes of the incident, offi-
cials said. “People were
scared because of the recent
blast at Red Fort. Our teams
reached within minutes. After
confirming the tyre burst,
we informed all control
rooms to avoid panic,” a
senior police official added.

The city has been on high
alert since Monday evening,
when a white Hyundai i20
exploded near Red Fort, killing
13. The impact damaged
several vehicles parked nearby.
Following the blast, the area
around Red Fort remains cor-
doned off. The Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
announced on Thursday that
the Lal Quila Metro station will
remain closed till further notice
due to security reasons.

How will I s
Father who

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

No hope lives in the heart of
Ram Balak Sahni who lost
his only son in the Monday
Red Fort blast. “How will |
survive now?” he said,
staring blankly at a sur-
vivors gathering on
Thursday. The meeting was
organised by the survivors
of the 2005 Sarojini Nagar
blast to commiserate with
the kin of the latest victims.
“My two daughters are
still studying and 1 have
been unwell for a long time.
My son was the only earning
member of the family,” said
Ram Balak, father of an
autorickshaw driver, who
had left for Old Delhi around
4.45 pm with a passenger
the day a blast tore through
a busy city road. “He must
have got another ride there.
We had no idea such a thing
could happen,” he said.
According to Ram Balak,
he got a call around 8.30 pm
on Monday about the inci-
dent. His hopes ebbed at the
sight of his son’s mangled
auto. “I first saw his auto —
itwas in terrible condition.
| knew he must have been
badly injured but never
imagined he would be gone.

urvive now:
lost only son

I saw his lifeless body, there
was a red mark on the left
side of his face,” he said.
Ashok Randhawa, the pres-
ident of the Sarojini Nagar
Mini Market Association and
a survivor of the 2005 attack,
said he knew what it felt like
to be a victim of the blast.

“We have witnessed that
horrifying incident in 2005
and know what kind of sit-
uation it must be for the
families,” he said. “We are
here to pay tribute to those
who lost their lives on
Monday and urge the gov-
ernment to provide at least
two per cent reservation in
government jobs to the
victims of such blasts,”
Randhawa added. The
powerful explosion near
the Red Fort on Monday
evening killed 13 people
and injured many.

The police and forensic
teams are investigating the
nature of the explosive and
possible links to previous
attacks.

The Sarojini Nagar blast of
October 29, 2005, was one of
a series of coordinated
explosions that tore through
crowded Delhi markets on
the eve of Diwali, killing
over 60 people and injuring
more than 200.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Fresh CCTV footage from
the day of the blast near the
Red Fort has surfaced,
showing prime suspect Dr
Umar Nabi entering Delhi
through the Badarpur
border toll plaza and later
walking near a mosque
close to the Ramlila Maidan.

In the footage from the
Badarpurtoll plaza, Umaris
seen driving a white
Hyundai i20 and stopping at
the toll gate around 8.02 am
on 10 November, the day of
the explosion. The car

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

CCTYV shows suspect entering
Delhi through Badarpur border

pauses briefly as Umar takes
outcash and hands it to the
toll operator before pro-
ceeding. Investigators said
Umar, who was wearing a
mask, repeatedly looked
towards the CCTV camera—
apparently aware that secu-
rity agencies were tracking
him. A large bag can be
seen on the back seat of the
car, a senior officer said.
“His repeated glances
towards the CCTV camera
suggest that he knew the
agencies were looking for
him and was consciously
monitoring his surround-
ings,” the officer added.

The Delhi Government has
approved a long-pending
policy to offer compassion-
ate employment to depen-
dents of those killed in the
1984 anti-Sikh riots. The deci-
sion was taken at a Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Wednesday.

Officials said the move
marks a major step towards
delivering long-overdue
relief and recognition to
families who have waited
more than four decades for
justice and rehabilitation.
The Chief Minister said the
new policy would fast-track
pending employment cases
that have remained unre-
solved since a Cabinet deci-
sion in 2007. “For the past 18
years, the process could not
be completed due to admin-
istrative hurdles. This policy
introduces a clear, struc-
tured, and time-bound
framework to ensure that
no rightful claimant is left
behind,” she said.

Under the new policy, the
dependents of riot victims
who are now above 50 years
of age and unable to work
will be allowed to nominate
a younger family member.
The nominee can be a son,
daughter, daughter-in-law,
or son-in-law. The provi-

3 doctors used secret
Threema app to plan

THREEMA®

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The three doctors linked to
Faridabad’s Al Falah
University, who are under
scanner for the deadly car
blast near the Red Fort on
Monday evening, were in
constant contact through a
Swiss communication app
called Threema.

The three suspects — Dr
Umar Un Nabi, Dr Muzammil
Ganaie, and Dr Shaheen
Shahid — allegedly used the
encrypted messaging app to
plan and coordinate their
activities related to the terror
conspiracy, they said.

Investigators also suspect
that Umar, the man behind
the wheel of the car that
exploded on Monday, and
his team used a red EcoSport
car, which has been seized
from Faridabad, to transport
and stockpile ammonium
nitrate over time.

Describing Umar as the
most radicalised member
of the module and the bridge
between all the doctors,
sources said he allegedly
switched off his phones and
snapped digital contacts
after the arrest of Muzammil
and others connected to the
terror conspiracy. The death
toll in the blast near the
Red Fort rose to 13 on
Thursday after another
injured person succumbed
to his injuries at the LNJP
Hospital, while several
others remain under treat-
ment, an official said.

The suspects had conduct-
ed several recce in the Capital.
The group was planning mul-
tiple serial blasts and was
awaiting final orders from its
handlers at the time it was

sion was included to ensure
that the benefit of employ-
ment reaches the families in
a meaningful way. “This
clause acknowledges that
many dependents are now
elderly and unable to take
up jobs themselves. The
option to nominate a
younger family member
ensures that assistance truly
supports the household,”
an official from the Chief
Minister’s Office said.

The policy also includes
relaxations in age and educa-
tional qualifications. These
will apply in accordance with
the guidelines of the Delhi
High Court and existing
service rules. A transparent
verification and grievance
redressal system has been
builtinto the policy to ensure

accountability. Departments
will be assigned clear roles
for processing and approving
applications within specific
timelines.

The Chief Minister said
the Government’s aim is
not only to provide financial
assistance but also to
restore the dignity of fami-
lies who suffered in the vio-
lence. “Our Government is
determined to ensure that
no eligible family faces
further delays. By extending
opportunities to the next
generation, we seek to
uphold their right to liveli-
hood and honour,” she said.

Officials said the Cabinet’s
approval closes a long
chapter of administrative
delays. Many applications
for compassionate employ-

busted. “Unlike conventional
messaging  platforms,
Threema does not require a
phone number or email ID for
registration, making it
extremely difficult to trace the
users,” a source said.

The app assigns each user
aunique ID notlinked to any
mobile number or SIM card
and offers end-to-end encryp-
tion with an option to be run
on private servers.

Investigators suspect the
accused doctors set up a
private Threema server to
communicate securely and
evade detection. This server
was allegedly used to share
sensitive documents, maps,
and layouts related to the
Delhi blast conspiracy.

“Detailed planning, includ-
ing location sharing and task
allocation, is believed to have
been conducted through this
private network,” a police
source added.

The trio reportedly used
the app for encrypted text
chats, sharing of documents
and designs, and voice com-
munication instead of relying
on standard mobile net-
works.

For additional secrecy,
Threema allows messages
to be deleted from both ends
and does not store metada-
ta, further complicating
forensicretrieval, the source
added. Agencies believe this
closed Threema network
played a crucial role in the
planning and coordination of
the blast.

Investigators are now
working to determine
whether the private server
used by the group was hosted
inside India or abroad, and
whether other members of
the module had access to it.

Cabinet approves jobs for Kin
of 1984 anti-Sikh riot victims

ment have been pending
since the mid-2000s, with
families repeatedly petition-
ing the Government.

The new framework will
reopen those cases and
establish a single-window
system for processing fresh
applications. “The idea is to
make the process humane,
transparent, and time-
bound,” an official said.

The 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
which broke out after the
assassination of then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, left
thousands dead and dis-
placed across Delhi. Families
ofvictims have been seeking
justice, compensation, and
rehabilitation for decades.

In 2006, the Delhi
Government had
announced a compensation
package and employment
assistance for victims’
dependents. But the imple-
mentation stalled over ver-
ification disputes and lack of
a clear policy. The 2025 deci-
sion aims to remove those
barriers permanently.

The Chief Minister said
this decision is both admin-
istrative and moral. “This is
about justice delayed for
too long. These families
deserve not just compensa-
tion but dignity and oppor-
tunity. Our effort is to
finally close this painful
chapter with fairness and
compassion,” she said.

MCD to regularise daily-wage sanitation workers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Thursday
passed a proposal to regu-
larise daily-wage sanitation
workers and approved the
establishment of four new
solid waste processing plants
with a total capacity of 5,100
metric tons per day.

On Thursday, the MCD held
its General House meeting,
which began with tributes to
the citizens who lost their
lives in the recent terrorist
attack near the Red Fort.
Soon after, Opposition
Leader Ankush Narang and

other Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
councillors began protesting
against the city’s severe air
quality by wearing masks
and holding placards that
read, “Abki Baar 400 Par.”

The protest continued for
some time, after which the
House was adjourned for
the next session.

Later, addressing a press
conference, Mayor Sardar
Raja Igbal Singh said that
during the General Body
meeting, the corporation
passed a proposal to regu-
larise all daily-wage sanita-
tion workers who were
appointed on compassion-
ate grounds between April 1,

2010, and March 31, 2015.
“The MCD is committed to
safeguarding the interests
of its sanitation workers and
will continue taking steps to
regularise them in the future
as well,” Singh said.

In another decision, the
corporation also approved
the establishment of four
new solid waste processing
plants with a combined
capacity of 5,100 metric tons
perday, at an estimated cost
of Rs 361.42 crore.

According to the Mayor,
these plants are expected to
become operational within
six months, after which no
new waste will be dumped

atlandfill sites. He, however,
alleged that some AAP coun-
cillors tried to disrupt the
proceedings.

“AAP councillors do not
wish to engage in meaning-
ful debate on public welfare
issues and repeatedly create
disorder during the proceed-
ings of the House,” Singh
said. Despite the disruptions,
the meeting continued for
about an hour and key pro-
posals were passed. The
Mayor added that the
meeting also included
detailed discussions on ward-
level issues related to civic
amenities, sanitation, health,
and infrastructure.
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RSS denies US lobbying
allegation
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RSS on Thursday denied allegations of paying money to a
US firm for lobbying. Sunil Ambekar, Akhil Bharatiya Prachar
Pramukh said, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh works in
Bharat and has not engaged any lobbying firm in United
States of America.

Education most powerful tool for
empowerment: CM Omar

i

Asserting that Jammu and
Kashmir stands at the threshold
of transformation, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday emphasised that
education is the most powerful
tool for equity and
empowerment and it must
reach every corner of the Union
territory. Addressing the 19th
Special Convocation of the
University of Jammu here,
Abdullah said, “Jammu and
Kashmir stands at the threshold
of transformation.”

Tripura CM inaugurates, lays
foundation stone of 22 projects

Trlpura Chief Minister Manlk Saha on Thursday
inaugurated and laid foundation stone of 22 projects
worth 2207 crore in Dhalai district.

Books play role of catalyst, says
Dharmendra Pradhan

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday said books play a
“catalytic role” in life, and urged
the young generation to develop
an interest in reading. He also
called Gujarat an “intellectual
state” that has always been in the
forefront in the culture of reading
and teaching. Pradhan and
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel inaugurated ‘Ahmedabad
International Book Festival 2025’
and ‘Food for Thought Fest’ atthe ¥
Sabarmati Event Centre.

Bihar polis: ECI says elaborate
arrangements in place

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Patna

Elaborate arrangements are
in place across all 243 con-
stituencies of Bihar for
counting of votes on
November 14, the Election
Commission said on
Thursday. Counting will be
conducted by 243 returning
officers (ROs) in the pres-
ence of 243 counting
observers and the candi-
dates or their agents.

As many as 4,372 counting
tables staffed with one
counting supervisor, count-
ing assistant and micro-
observer at each table have
been set up, the poll author-
ity said.

More than 18,000 count-
ing agents appointed by
the candidates will also
oversee the counting
process, it pointed out.

Counting will commence
at 8 AM and according to the
EC’s directions, postal ballot
counting will begin first.
Counting of electronic
voting machines (EVMs) will

Security personnel arrive to keep vigil outside a étrong room where the
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) have been kept, on the eve of
counting of votes for the Bihar Assembly Election in Patna PTI

begin thereafter at 8.30 AM.
Counting of postal ballots
is to be completed before
the penultimate round of
EVM counting, according to
a recent EC direction.
Postal ballots are counted
in the presence of candi-

dates or their counting
agents by the RO or assis-
tant RO.

During EVM counting,
control units are brought to
the counting tables round-
wise and shown to the
counting agents to verify

that the seals are intact and
serial numbers match the
records in part | of Form 17C.

The number of votes
recorded in EVMs is cross-
verified with entries in Form
17C. In case of any mis-
match, VVPAT slips from
that polling station are to be
counted mandatorily.

After completion of EVM
counting, a random selec-
tion of five polling stations
per constituency is made for
VVPAT verification. The slips
are matched with EVM
results in the presence of
candidates and their count-
ing agents.

Results will be compiled
and made available round-
wise and constituency-wise
by the respective ROs on the
official EC results portal.

“The commission advises
all to refer only to this portal
for accurate and verified
updates and not rely on
any hearsay or unofficial
sources. TV channels and
internet media channels
are also advised according-
ly,” the EC cautioned.

Women outnumber men by 14% or
more in voter turnout in 7 Bihar districts

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Women outnumbered men
by 14 per cent or more in
voter turnout in seven dis-
tricts of Bihar, where assem-
bly elections were recently
held, as per the Election
Commission. In 10 other dis-
tricts, the polling percentage
among women was over 10
per cent more than men.

Patna, however, was the
only district in the state to
have recorded more turnout
of men than women. A total
of 57.88 per cent of the
women exercised their fran-
chise while 60.05 per cent of
the men voted in the polls.

Bihar’s 243 assembly seats
went to the polls in two
phases on November 6 and
11. Results will be declared on
November 14.

Bihar registered a historic
voter turnout of 67.13 per
cent, the highest-ever in the
state. Women'’s voter turnout
was 71.78 per cent, while
polling percentage among
men was 62.98, as per an EC
statement.

EC’s latest gender-wise

data regarding
voter turnoutin all
38 districts showed
that Supaul record-
ed the biggest gap
at20.71 per cent, as
83.69 per cent of L
the women {/
exercised their = '/
franchise, d
while 62.98 per
centof the men
voted in the
polls.

A wide gap in favour of
women was also recorded in
Kishanganj (19.5 per cent),
Madhubani (18.4), Gopalganj
(17.72), Araria (14.43),

Darbhanga (14.41) and
Madhepura (14.24).

Districts where women'’s

voter turnout was over

1 O

cent
more
than
that of
men were
Siwan (13.83),
Purnea (13.36),

HIHM‘ lﬂl ELEGTI““ Sheohar

(12.48), Sitamarhi
(12.43), Saharsa (12.37), Purvi
Champaran (11.13), Paschim
Champaran (11.03), Khagaria
(10.66), Samastipur (10.64)
and Banka (10.53).

ROHTAS DM
DISMISSES
RJD'S EVM
TRUCK CLAIM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Rohtas

The district administra-
tion in Bihar’s Rohtas on
Thursday dismissed the
opposition RJD’s claim
that a truck loaded with
EVMs entered a counting
centre without prior infor-
mation.

District Magistrate Udita
Singh claimed that the
truck, which entered the
counting centre, was
loaded with empty steel
boxes.

The RJD had earlier
posted a video on social
media of the counting
centre, asking, “Why was
a truck allegedly loaded
with EVMs allowed to
enter a counting centre at
Sasaram (Rohtas district)
without any prior infor-
mation? Why was the
truck driver not presented
before the people? And
why was the CCTV camera
feed unavailable after 2
pm?”

Al Falah University’s four doctors pooled_ 330 lakh for Red Fort bomb materials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Initial investigations suggest
that four doctors from the Al
Falah institution pooled
around %26-30 lakh to
procure materials used in
the deadly explosion near
the Red Fort. It has come to
light that the four doctors
reportedly planned the attack
within the premises of
University.

The four suspects — iden-
tified as Dr Muzammil Ganaie,
Dr Adeel Ahmad Rather, Dr
Shaheen Sayeed and DrUmar
Nabi — allegedly contributed
cash to the fund, which was
handed over to Dr Umar for
safekeeping. The accused are
said to have purchased
around 26 quintals of NPK fer-
tiliser from markets in
Gurugram, Nuh and other
nearby towns. The fertiliser,
when mixed with specific
chemicals, can be used to
manufacture Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs),

according to sources. Officials
said the procurement of such
a large quantity of fertiliser
has become a crucial lead in
the ongoing investigation,
with financial transactions
and delivery records now
under verification.

Preliminary reports indi-
cate that the group had also
planned a series of coordinat-
ed blasts across the National
Capital Region on 6
December — the anniversary
of the 1992 demolition of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya.

A room within the univer-
sity premises is believed to
have served as a meeting
point for the suspects. Dr
Umar and his associates
allegedly met secretly in
Building 17, Room 13, which
belonged to Dr Muzammil.
Investigators suspect that it
was in this room that the
accused planned not only
the Red Fort blast but also
other potential attacks in
Delhi and parts of Uttar
Pradesh.

Police believe the group ini-
tially planned to smuggle
chemicals from the universi-
ty laboratory, located only a
few metres from Dr
Muzammil’s room. Dr Umar
and Dr Shaheen, both faculty
members, reportedly
arranged for the chemicals,
which were later stored at
rented properties in Dhauj
and Taga villages in
Faridabad.

Sources said Dr
Muzammil’s room has since
been sealed, with investiga-
tors recovering several elec-
tronic devices, pen drives
and chemical residues.
Forensic experts have also
seized digital data from the
room and the university lab-
oratory. Investigators suspect
that small quantities of
ammonium nitrate were
mixed with oxidisers to
produce explosives.

On Wednesday, a joint
team of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Jammu and Kashmir

Police visited the Al-Falah
Medical College campus and
instructed the management
to hand over all staff and
student-related documents
for scrutiny. “The NIA has
asked for complete records
from 2019 onwards — includ-
ing faculty recruitment, atten-
dance registers, salary details,
ID proofs and address verifi-
cation of staff,” a senior police
officer said.

“A dedicated team will

now examine these records
to identify any irregularities
in hiring or funding,” the
officer added. Officials famil-
iar with the case confirmed
that several faculty members
and students are being ques-
tioned to determine how
individuals with suspected
terror links — including Dr
Mohammad Umar Un Nabi,
DrMuzammil and Dr Nisar-ul-
Hassan — were employed at
the university. Dr Nisar, who

GPS interference reported
in Mumbai airspace

HC disqualifies TMC leader Mukul
Roy from West Bengal Assembly

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

In a first-of-its-kind order
where the membership of
an elected representative
was judicially disqualified,
the Calcutta High Court on
Thursday ordered the dis-
qualification of senior
Trinamool Congress leader
Mukul Roy from the Bengal
Legislative Assembly.

Roy, a close aide of Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and a former
railway minister during the
UPA regime before he subse-
quently joined the BJP, had
entered the Bengal
Assembly on a saffron ticket
in the 2021 State elections.
He won from the Krishnagar
North seat. He was subse-
quently appointed as
Chairman of the PAC in the
State Assembly.

However, within a couple
of months, he returned to
the Trinamool Congress in
June 2021, prompting the
Opposition BJP to demand
his disqualification from the
House. Speaker Biman
Banjeree, however, refused
to oblige, saying he was still
a BJP member and had no
information that he had left
his party.

Trinamool Congress leader Mukul Roy

This led to a petition being
filed by Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari in the High
Court, which on Thursday
passed the order disqualify-
ing Roy, who is presently
bedridden on account of
some old-age disease
at his home.

Passing the order, the divi-
sion bench of Debanshu
Basak and Md Shabbar
Rashidi said that the MLA
was “declared to have suf-
fered disqualification with
effect from June 11,2021” and
his appointment “as the
Chairman of the Public

Accounts Committee
is set aside.”
The order was passed vide

the Tenth Schedule of the

Constitution of India and
the Rules 0f 1986 with effect
from June 11, 2021.

The Court also set aside
the decision of the Speaker,
advocate Billwadal
Bhattacharya, who appeared
for Adhikari, said.

The order stands out as
the first judicial order dis-
qualifying an elected repre-
sentative. Earlier Speakers of
the Houses had taken such
decisions.

Welcoming the order,
Adhikari said that “this is the
victory of the Constitution of
India and loss of face of a
speaker like Biman Banerjee,
proving that he is totally
ineligible to be a speaker. He
is an utterly biased person.

ASHOKE RAJ
M New Delhi

After Delhi, aviation author-
ities have issued an alert
warning pilots and air traffic
controllers of possible GPS
signal interference in the
skies near Mumbai, amid
heightened concerns over
cyber threats targeting avia-
tion systems.

The Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM), wvalid from
November 13 to 17, cautions
aircraft operating within the
Mumbai Flight Information
Region (FIR) about potential
disruptions in satellite-based
navigation systems.

Pilots have been advised to
exercise “utmost caution”
and be prepared for possible
loss or degradation of GPS
signals along two key Air
Traffic Service (ATS) routes —
L639 and P574. “GPS signal
interferencefloss reported
on ATS L639 and P574 in
Mumbai FIR. All aircraft to
exercise caution,” the
NOTAM reads.

The alert follows recent
incidents of suspected GPS
spoofing, which disrupted
air traffic operations over
Delhi last week, leading to
delays and diversions for
nearly 36 hours. In response,
the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
directed all airlines, pilots,
and Air Traffic Control units
to report any instance of
GPS signal manipulation or
interference within 10
minutes of detection. The
National Security Advisor’s
Office, headed by Ajit Doval,
is currently investigating the
Delhi incident.

Experts say such interfer-
ence could indicate spoofing
or jamming—techniques
used in cyberattacks to
mislead pilots and navigation
systems by transmitting false
positional data. Aviation
security analysts have
warned that disruptions of
this nature can pose serious
operational and safety chal-
lenges.

The warning was first
flagged publicly by Damien
Symon, a geo-intelligence
analyst with Intel Lab, who
noted on X (formerly Twitter)
thatIndia’s NOTAM followed
“reports of similar interfer-
ence observed around
New Delhi.”

In a separate develop-
ment, Air India’s
Toronto-Delhi flight (Al188)
received a bomb threat while
en route to the capital on
Thursday. The airline later
confirmed that the threat
was a hoax.

joined the institution in 2022,
had earlier been dismissed by
the Jammu and Kashmir
administration under Article
311(2)(c) for alleged anti-
national activities. His daugh-
ter is reportedly enrolled as
a first-year student at the
same university.

Officials said personal
diaries and notebooks recov-
ered during recent searches
have been seized for forensic
analysis. Investigators believe
these may contain
handwritten notes, financial
records and coded entries
suggesting communication
and funding trails.

“The contents of the recov-
ered diaries are being careful-
ly analysed and could offer
critical insights into the finan-
cial and operational links,”
said an officer involved in the
investigation.

The NIA is also examining
the university’s financial
operations, including salary
disbursements and payment
methods used for staff

members under investiga-
tion. The management has
been asked to provide details
of bank accounts, salary
transfers and any scholar-
ships or stipends issued to
students under scrutiny.
Senior NIA officials said
the current focus is on tracing
the flow of funds that may
have supported radical activ-
ities under the guise of aca-
demic employment.
“Every financial and
employment record will be
independently verified. The
objective is to determine
whether the institution was
systematically infiltrated or
unknowingly harboured indi-
viduals with extremist affili-
ations,” an official stated.
Investigators added that
the four doctors arrested in
connection with what they
described as a “white-collar
terror module” had raised
more than ?26 lakh to pur-
chase materials used in the
Red Fort blast. The funds,
collected in cash, were

entrusted to Dr Umar for
operational purposes.

Dr Umar, a resident of
Pulwama in Jammu and
Kashmir and an assistant
professor at Al Falah
University in Faridabad, was
allegedly driving the Hyundai
i20 that exploded near the
Red Fort on Monday evening.

Authorities suspect the
funds were part of a broader
terror financing network.
Using the pooled money,
the suspects allegedly
purchased NPK fertiliser
worth around 3 lakh from
suppliers in Gurugram, Nuh
and nearby towns.

Police sources said the
large-scale procurement of
fertiliser is a major lead in the
ongoing investigation. They
alsorevealed that Umar and
Muzammil had a disagree-
ment over fund management
in the days before the blast,
and investigators are now
examining whether this
dispute affected the timing or
execution of the attack.

J&K Police approaches Interpol for red
corner notice on White Collar terrorlsts

MOHIT KANDHARI
W Jammu

To bring to justice all those
absconding members of the
‘White Collar’ terror module,
the Jammu and Kashmir
police have now
approached Interpol to issue
aRed Corner Notice to track
down their whereabouts.

The first notice has been
issued against Qazigund-
based Dr Muzaffar, brother
of Dr Adeel Ahmad Rather.

According to the probe
agencies, Dr Muzaffar was
part of the team of doctors
who travelled to Turkey in
March 2022. Dr Umar Nabi
and Dr Muzammil Ganaie
were other members of the
group who visited Turkey for
a three-week-long trip.

In Turkey, the members of
the White Collar terror
module were guided by one
of their handlers to use
encrypted messaging apps
to avoid coming on the radar
of the intelligence agencies,
probe agencies revealed.

Chasing some of the vital
leads, when Jammu and
Kashmir police officers,
working alongside central
intelligence agencies, started
looking for Dr Muzaffar, they
reportedly came to know

An armed personnel keeps v_iéil along the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway following the Delhi bomb blast in Anantnag, J&K PTI

that he may have fled the
country and even stayed
away from the marriage cer-
emony of Dr Adeel.

The terror module was
unmasked by the Jammu
and Kashmir police with
the arrest of Dr Adeel
Ahmad Rather from
Saharanpurin the first week
of November. According to
the probe agencies, he is
now emerging as one of
the key members of the
core group involved in plan-
ning the terror strikes at the
behest of their Pakistan-
based handlers.

He got married in the first
week of October 2025. The
local police authorities are
also scanning the wedding
guest list to verify whether

other members of the
‘White Collar’ terror module
were part of the marriage
celebrations and visited the
Kashmir valley.

The police authorities are
currently scanning CCTV
footage and other videos to
verify whether some of the
suspected faculty members
working in the Al-Falah
University were also present
in the valley to attend his
marriage ceremony or not.

Meanwhile, Jammu and
Kashmir police have been
informed by their counter-
parts in Uttar Pradesh that
they have also retrieved
copies of the recent air
travel tickets from the vicin-
ity of his rented accommo-
dation in Saharanpur.
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MANEKA CALLS SC'S ORDER ON
STRAY ANIMALS IMPRACTICAL

Animal rights activist and former Union minister Maneka
Gandhi on Thursday described the Supreme Court’s
directive to remove stray animals and lodge them at
shelter homes as “impractical”, and said compassion
should guide India's approach towards animals.

The Supreme Court last week took note of the “alarming
rise” in dog bite incidents in institutional areas like
educational centres, hospitals, bus stands and railway
stations, and directed the authorities to move such
canines to designated shelters.

CHIDAMBARAM

SPEAKING IN
FAVOUR OF TERRORISTS: GIRIRAJ

Union minister Giriraj Singh on Thursday lashed out at
Congress leader P Chidambaram over his "home-grown
terrorists” remarks and accused him of speaking in their
favour. This came a day after the former Union home
minister talked of "home-grown terrorists” and said the
government'’s discreet silence is because it knows about
them. In a social media post on Wednesday, though
Chidambaram did not talk of the Delhi blast that claimed
13 lives and injured over 25 people, he posed a question
on why and under what circumstances Indian citizens are
turning into terrorists.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Alappuzha

A man died after a heavy
girder collapsed onto a
pickup vehicle at Chandiroor
in the early hours of Thursday
while work on the elevated
highway was in progress,
police said.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Rajesh (47), a native of
Pallipad near Haripad in
Alappuzha district, an officer
said. The 13-km-long elevated
road is being constructed on
NH-66 from Aroor to
Thuravoor.

According to police, the
accident occurred around
2.30 am when two heavy
girders were being placed on
the piers.

After positioning them,
workers operating a crane
were adjusting the girders
when they collapsed, and
one fell on a pickup lorry
passing below.

Rajesh, who was driving
the vehicle carrying eggs
from Tamil Nadu to Haripad,
was trapped inside the cabin
as the impact crushed the
vehicle. It took more than
three hours for the police and
Fire and Rescue Services per-
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sonnel to cut through the
concrete girder and pull him
out, but he succumbed to his
injuries.

“Usually, traffic restrictions
are imposed when girders
are placed on piers. However,
we understand that traffic
was allowed during the work
at midnight,” Aroor MLA
Daleema told reporters.

She said she had spoken to
the district collector to ensure
that all safety measures are
strictly followed hereafter,
including police deployment
during high-risk construction
work. Residents said workers,
including crane operators,
fled the spot soon after the
incident, delaying the rescue
operation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chandigarh

Aday after retired Lieutenant
General DS Hooda, who led
the 2016 surgical strikes,
accused an escort vehicle of
Punjab Police of hitting his car,
the state’s Director General of
Police on Thursday issued
directions for respectful and
courteous conduct on the
road by cops escorting VIPs.
Hooda on Wednesday
alleged that his vehicle was hit
by a Punjab Police vehicle,
which was escorting a VIP, on
the Zirakpur flyover in Mohali
when he was travelling with
his wife. He called it a “delib-
erate act” by the Punjab Police
vehicle and had asked Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and
DGP Yadav to take note of it.
On Thursday, in a post on
X, Yadav said Punjab Police,
being a professional force,
has a zero tolerance policy

Delhi blast: Congress demands all-party meeting

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Congress on Thursday
demanded that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should immediately chair
an all-party meeting in the
aftermath of the Delhi blast
and asked whether the “new
normal doctrine” defined by
the government following
the Pahalgam attack of treat-
ing any future terror strike as
an ‘act of war’ stands.

The opposition party also
demanded that the Winter
Session of Parliament, sched-
uled to start on December,
be advanced so that there
could be a debate on the inci-
dent. Congress’ media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera called for fixing
of accountability and assert-
ed that someone in the gov-

RETIRED LT
GENERAL DS HOODA
ON WEDNESDAY
ALLEGED THAT HIS
VEHICLE WAS HIT
BY A POLICE

ESCORT VEHICLE

towards misconduct, as its
duty is not just to protect
threatened persons but also
to uphold public dignity,
safety and confidence on
the roads.

“VIP protection is a high-
responsibility assignment
demanding discipline,
patience, and respect for
citizens. Strong security
apparatus and respectful
conduct must go hand in
hand,” he added.

He also issued directions to
all concerned police person-
nel for immediate compli-
ance. Among them were

= States Focus = DGP directs courteous conduct
on road by cops escorting VIPs

adherence to traffic rules and
regulations during non-
emergency movements.
Compliance with road safety
norms should be ensured,
Yadav said.

“Facilitation of smooth
movement, while ensuring
minimal disturbance to public
traffic. Professional conduct
with courtesy to be main-
tained throughout the road
journey with the protectee,”
the DGP said.

“Utmost patience and
restraint shall be exercised
under all circumstances. Any
incidents are to be reported
to the concerned quarters
immediately by the Escort
in-charge. Mandatory briefing
by all districts to escort, pilot
and traffic staff within 48
hours, on professional and
courteous conduct on the
road,” he said.

Lt Gen Hooda (retd) is the
former Northern Army

We also demand that Parliament session
be advanced as this is a serious challenge
and must be discussed in Parliament
—PAWAN KHERA, CONGRESS LEADER

ernment should take respon-
sibility, recalling that the
then home minister Shivraj
Patil had resigned following
the Mumbai terror attack
under the UPA.

“The surprising thing is
that after 48 hours, it was the
Cabinet that announced that
this was a terror attack,”
Khera said at a press confer-
ence here.

Despite intelligence agen-
cies being there and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
keeping a close watch, how
did 2,900 kg of explosive
reach Faridabad, he asked.

“In a car, there was so

much explosive near the
Red Fort... Who is taking
responsibility for this and is
accountability being fixed,”
Khera further asked.

“We always stood with
the government when a
terror attack happened and
will do so in future. But it is
our duty to ask questions as
to whose failure it is and
who will take responsibility
for it,” he said.

The Congress demands
that an-all party meeting
under the chairmanship of
the Prime Minister be called
immediately, he said.

“We also demand that

Commander under whose
watch the 2016 surgical strikes
on terror launch pads in PoK
were conducted following
the Uri terror attack.

“The arrogance and
impunity of someone who is
supposed to be a guardian of
law soils the uniform and
reputation of the organisa-
tion,” Hooda on X said.

Later, Yadav regretted the
distress and concern caused
to Hooda and his wife and
said that, “such behaviour, if
established, is completely
unacceptable and contrary
to the values of professional-
ism and public service that
Punjab Police stands for.”

On Wednesday, Yadav said
that directions were issued to
identify the vehicles and per-
sonnel involved, assuring that
the matter was being taken
seriously and appropriate
action would be initiated to
ensure accountability.

Parliament session be
advanced as this is a serious
challenge and must be dis-
cussed in Parliament,” Khera
said. After Pahalgam and
following Operation Sindoor,
the government had come
up with a new normal doc-
trine that any terror attack
will be considered an act of
war, Khera said and asked if
that stands.

The government on
Wednesday termed the blast
near the Red Fort in which 13
people were killed as a “ter-
rorist incident”. A meeting of
the Union Cabinet chaired by
Modi upon his return from
Bhutan directed investigat-
ing agencies to deal with the
case with “utmost urgency
and professionalism” to
bring the perpetrators and
their sponsors to justice
without delay.

UIDAI flags 34 lakh deceased
voters in West Bengal

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
B Kolkata

The Trinamool Congress has
strongly reacted to what they
called the “barged entry” of
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) in
electoral affairs, after the
Aadhar authorities flagged
about 34 lakh Aadhar card
holders in West Bengal as
“deceased”, prompting the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to begin a deletion of
such names.

“This is an unconstitution-
al act. It seems the ECl is fol-
lowing the Bihar path to
delete names by getting the
Aadhar authorities to barge
into the electoral affairs. It is
the same authorities that
had earlier told Parliament
that it had no mechanism to
preserve state-wise or age-
wise data of Aadhar card
holders. If that be so, then
how could they produce this
figure of 34 lakh?” Trinamool
Congress spokesperson Arup
Chakrabarty said. This after
the Chief Electoral Officer’s
office proceeded to enquire
into the matter so that the
names of the “deceased”
voters could be deleted.

Earlier the UIDAI said that
about 34 lakh cardholders in
Bengal had been found to be
deceased, while another 13
lakh names had never been
included in the Aadhar
regime since the Aadhar card
was introduced in January
2009. The information was
reportedly shared during a
meeting between UIDAI
authorities and Bengal Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Manoj Kumar Agarwal.
Earlier the CEOs had been
directed to coordinate with
the Aadhar authorities
regarding the matter.

SIR was currently in
progress in Bengal, where
the booth-level officers (BLOS)
were conducting door-to-
door verification by distribut-
ing enumeration forms based

THE INFORMATION
WAS REPORTEDLY
SHARED DURING A
MEETING BETWEEN
UIDAI AUTHORITIES
AND BENGAL CEO
MANOJ KUMAR
AGARWAL

on the 2025 electoral rolls.
After these forms were filled
up and submitted by the
voters, they would be verified
with the 2002 electoral rolls
when SIR was last held.

“As there have been
numerous complaints
coming regarding ghost and
deceased voters, the informa-
tion provided by the Aadhar
authorities will be of
immense help,” a senior elec-
tion official said.

“The development is highly
suspicious because it came at
a time when the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls was under process,”
TMC leader Debangshu
Bhattacharya said, iterating,
“Our leader Abhishek Banerjee
has already said thatevenifa
single name is unlawfully
deleted, then there will be
consequences.”

In Bihar too the “ECI had
deleted names of lakhs of
people as deceased, but sub-
sequently they were forced to
re-include many of them,
though many others were
still left out. This was done at
the behest of the BJP so that
they can win the elections,”
the TMC leader said, adding,
“In Bengal, however, we will
not let their cunning game
plan succeed. Remember,
this is Mamata Banerjee they
are dealing with.”

Following the ECI directive,
the poll officials have started
counterchecking the matter
with the banks, as “most of
the accounts are linked to
bank accounts. So once this
is crosschecked, the names
will be deleted,” an
official said.

Man dies as girder collapses on vehicle

“If they had stayed and
helped lift the collapsed
girder using the crane, the
man’s life might have been
saved. He was seen waving
his hand for help when we
reached the spot,” a resident
said.Locals also alleged that
the construction work was
being carried out without
adequate safety precautions.

“A transport bus and a
lorry were behind the pickup
vehicle. The casualty would
have been much worse if
the girder had fallen on the
bus,” another resident said.

Alappuzha District
Collector Alex Varghese said
the accident occurred due to
a technical issue with the jack
used for installing the girders.

Kerala: PM SHRI row remains unre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala General Education
Minister V Sivankutty said on
Thursday that he should not
be held responsible if the
Centre withholds funds for
the state’s schools, as a rift
between the ruling allies —
CPI(M) and CPI — over PM SHRI
Schools scheme remains
unresolved.

Speaking to reporters
about his recent meeting
with Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, Sivankutty said their
45-minute discussion was
notabout PM SHRI but about
the delay in releasing funds
under other central schemes.

According to the minister,
under the Samagra Shiksha
Kerala (SSK) programme,
the state has received 92.41
crore while %1,066.36 crore
remains pending.

Under the Strengthening
Teaching-Learning and
Results for States (STARS) pro-
gramme, ¥212.63 crore is yet
to be received, and around
%12 crore is pending under the
PM Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan (JANMAN) pro-
gramme.

“lam apprehensive about
the pending amount from
the central government. If
the remaining fund under
SSK is not received, as the
education minister, I am not
responsible forit. Those who
are responsible should take
the responsibility,” Sivankutty
said. He said that in the last
four-and-a-halfyears, no RSS
agenda has been allowed to
influence the education
sector in Kerala.

“l am not commenting on
who protested against the
RSS agenda on the national
front. This is not the time for
that since civic polls are
approaching,” he said.

Sivankutty said he came to
know that some groups were
claiming to be the only ones
defending the Left front and
countering RSS influence in
Kerala’s education sector,
calling such claims mislead-
ing. He said the state govern-
ment has consistently acted
against RSS influence in edu-
cation and taken necessary
action when such cases were
noticed in CBSE schools under
the central government.

Referring to an article
written by CPI state secretary
Binoy Viswam suggesting

solved between

| am apprehensive about the pending
amount from the Union Government. If the
remaining fund under Samagra Shiksha Kerala
(SSK) is not received, as the education minister,
I am not responsible for it. Those who are
responsible should take the responsibility
—V SIVANKUTTY, KERALA GENERAL EDUCATION MINISTER

that LDF’s political stance led
to Kerala’s letter to the Centre
against PM SHRI, the minister
said, “By reading the article,
itis clear who it points to. We
are not fools.”

When asked about any rift
with CPI, Sivankutty said he
has affection for the ally party.

“l have only stated the
reality. | have not criticised
anyone or taken names,” he
said. He added thata commit-

tee formed to review PM SHRI
has a crucial role.

“The committee will meet
soon, take the opinion of all
its members, and decide
which parts of PM SHRI should
be avoided. Later, a report will
be submitted to the chief
minister,” he said.

Sivankutty clarified that
the PM SHRI scheme has been
kept in abeyance and not
withdrawn.

Left allies

Responding to Sivankutty’s
remarks, CPI state secretary
Binoy Viswam on Thursday
said he did not understand
why the minister was pro-
voked.

Viswam said that as the
state secretary of CPI, he was
not ready for any provocation
and his political awareness
did not allow it.

“All should have that polit-
ical awareness,” he added.

He said he was not
someone to teach Sivankutty
about the PM SHRI scheme.

“It is CPI(M) general secre-
tary M A Baby and CPI(M)
state secretary MV Govindan
who are apt to teach
Sivankutty about Left politics
on PM SHRI,” he said.

Viswam said the PM SHRI
and National Education Policy
(NEP) are interconnected and
part of an attempt to imple-
ment the RSS agenda.

“There are CPI(M) leaders
here to explain that,” he
added. He said he did not
believe Sivankutty lacked
political awareness, describ-
ing him as a respected leader,
a good friend, and an able
education minister. “l am not
ready to belittle Sivankutty,”
he said.

MP unveils tiger sculpture built entirely from scrap metal

GIRISH SHARMA
M Bhopal

A massive tiger sculpture
built entirely from discard-
ed iron material has become
the latest attraction at Pench
Tiger Reserve’s Khwasa
tourism complex. The instal-
lation, created under the
Mission LIFE framework that
promotes Reduce, Reuse
and Recycle, is being posi-
tioned as the largest tiger
sculpture of its kind any-
where in the world.

The structure stands 17 ft
6 inches tall, stretches 40 ft
in length and is 8 ft wide.
According to data refer-
enced by Pench authorities
from the World Record
Academy, the earlier largest
tiger installation — located
in Georgia, USA — measured
only 8 ft in height and 14 ft
in length.

Pench officials said the
new sculpture surpasses
that figure by a significant

margin, giving the reserve a
globally recognisable visual
landmark.

The artwork was concep-
tualised and executed by a
team of Seoni-based artists
led by Rishabh Kashyap.

The group spent nearly
200 days assembling the
giant form using scrap
sourced from local house-
holds, workshops and
defunct machinery. Old bicy-
cles, rusted pipes, weath-
ered metal sheets and other
leftover iron components
were brought together piece
by piece to form the tiger’s
body, limbs and distinctive
stripes.

Project managers said the
idea emerged from local
interest in creating a Made
in India symbol that reflects
both the spirit of conserva-
tion and the practical value
of recycling.

The team studied various
forms of scrap-metal art and
then adapted the concept to

align with Pench’s identity as
one of India’s most promi-
nent tiger landscapes. The
final design was shaped
with attention to anatomical
accuracy while keeping the
rough, industrial texture
intact to highlight the recy-
cled material.

Pench Tiger Reserve
Deputy Director Rajneesh
Singh told The Pioneer that
the sculpture is meant to
operate as more than a

tourist photo point. It is
intended to serve as a tangi-
ble reminder of how scrap
can be transformed into
useful and visually striking
creations, reinforcing public
engagement with Mission
LIFE. The model also repre-
sents a collaborative effort
between the reserve staff,
local artists and community
members who contributed
material, labour and support
during the assembly phase.

The installation has been
placed prominently within
the Khwasa complex, where
it will be used for environ-
mental education sessions,
awareness campaigns and
visitor interaction pro-
grammes. Pench authori-
ties believe the sculpture
will help build stronger con-
nections with travellers,
especially families and
school groups, while also
broadening the reserve’s
profile in national and inter-
national tourism circuits.

The sculpture strength-
ens Pench’s brand identity
and delivers a clear sustain-
ability signal. Its scale, visual
appeal and community
involvement positionitas a
strategic asset for visitor
engagement.

The project’s long-term
value will depend on proper
upkeep, structured messag-
ing for tourists and integra-
tion into broader conserva-
tion outreach at the reserve.

Six Naxals Killed in Chhattisgarh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Bijapur

Dreaded Maoist leaders
Urmila, wife of senior oper-
ative Papa Rao, as well as
Buchanna Kudiyam are
among the six Naxalites
killed in an encounter with
security personnel in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur dis-
trict on November 11, a police
official said on Thursday.
The six, who were gunned
down in the forests of
Kandulnar, and Kachlaram
villages in remote pockets of
Indravati national park area,
carried a total bounty of 327
lakh, Bijapur Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Yadav said
in a press conference.
While Buchanna alias
Kanna (35) was the master-
mind behind several major
Naxal attacks over the past
decade targeting security
forces, civilians, and develop-
ment projects, Urmila was
the main handler of logistical

supplies for PLGA (People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army)
battalion of Maoists.

The operation involving
personnel of District Reserve
Guard (DRG) from Bijapur
and Dantewada and Special
Task Force (STF), both units of
state police, was launched
based on inputs about
presence of Maoists leaders,
including Special Zonal
Committee Member (SZCM)
Papa Rao, his wife and
Divisional Committee
Member (DVCM) Urmila,
DVCM and in charge of
Madded area committee
Kanna alias Buchanna and
DVCM Mohan Kadti
along with 50-60 cadres,
Yadav said.

“While Urmila, Buchanna
and four others cadres were
neutralised in the gunfight,
other senior leaders
managed to escape. Four
other deceased have been
identified as Area Committee
Member Jagat Tamo alias

Tamo, who carried a reward
of %5 lakh, and platoon
members Deve, Bhagat and
Mangli Oyam, carrying
rewards of %2 lakh each,”
the SP informed.

“Buchanna, who carried a
Rs 8 lakh bounty, was consid-
ered one of the most
dreaded Maoist leaders oper-
ating in south Bastar. He
was a key planner and execu-
tor of major Naxal attacks
over the past decade target-
ing security forces, civilians,
and development projects.
As many as 42 criminal cases
were registered against him
in different police stations of
Bijapurdistrict, and 18 arrest
warrants were pending,”
Yadav said.

Buchanna played a key
role in the July 2008
Kongupalli police post attack
and January 2016 Nuknarpal
camp attack, triggering IED
blasts, which were foiled
due to timely police
response, he said.
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MP: High Court restrains
media from coverage of
protest in Gwalior
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The Madhya Pradesh High Court (HC) has directed the
authorities to restrain the media for the time being from
publishing any news linked to a protest call over the
proposed installation of Dr BR Ambedkar's statue on its
Gwalior bench’s premises. The directive by the division
bench of Chief Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva and Justice
Vinay Saraf on Wednesday came on a public interest
litigation (PIL) filed by PG Najpande of NGO Nagrik
Upbhokta Margdarshak Manch, claiming that the protest
on November 16 will pose a “danger to the life and
property of the people, particularly children”.

Two groups of lawyers are at loggerheads in Gwalior
over the installation of Ambedkar’s statue on the court
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Independent India’s longest-serving
and most distinguished Law
Ministers, namely Dr BR Ambedkar,
Ashoke Kumar Sen and HR
Bhardwaj, spanned different eras of
the Republic, yet their contributions
remain deeply intertwined by a
shared pursuit of justice, equality,
and constitutional integrity. Each, in
his own way, strengthened India’s
democratic edifice, transforming
the law from a colonial instrument
of control into a moral force for lib-
eration and inclusion. In an era of
erosion of institutional credibility,
the legends legacy contribution
can set in an example for the
current decision makers to guide
the current fragile legal institu-
tions in the country.

Dr BR Ambedkar: The Visionary
Reformer and Architect of Equality
India’s first law minister Dr Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar, revered as the
Architect of the Indian Constitution,
transformed India’s social and legal
consciousness by embedding equal-
ity and justice at its core. Born into
a Dalit family, Ambedkar’s life was
a living testament to resilience
and reform.

His famous words, “I measure the
progress of a community by the
degree of progress which women
have achieved”, reflected his
unwavering belief in gender and
social equity.

As India’s Law Minister, Ambedkar
laid the foundation for affirmative
action, social justice and fundamen-
tal rights through constitutional

Dr BR Ambedkar

Ashoke Kumar Sen

HR Bhardwaj

ability and discrimination. His push
for the Hindu Code Bill was revolu-
tionary seeking to grant women
equal rights in inheritance,
marriage and property at a time
when patriarchal orthodoxy
resisted reform.

Though he faced political oppo-
sition, his moral conviction never
wavered. Ambedkar believed law
was a tool of transformation, not
mere regulation, a belief that con-
tinues to inspire India’s march
toward equality.

Ashoke Kumar Sen: The Defender of
Democratic Ideals

Ashoke Kumar Sen, one of India’s
longest-serving Law Ministers, extra-
ordinary brilliant lawyer and an
erudite parliamentarian, brought
gravitas and moderation to Indian
lawmaking. A distinguished lawyer
and intellectual, Sen was known for
his articulate advocacy and moral
courage during politically turbulent
decades. He often said, “The law
must be the shield of liberty, not the
weapon of power.”

Serving under multiple prime
ministers, Sen guided the Ministry
of Law through some of India’s most

Emergency years when the sancti-
ty of the Constitution and the inde-
pendence of the judiciary were
under scrutiny. He strengthened
legal institutions, championed judi-
cial autonomy and expanded legal
aid for the underprivileged. His
vision of a judiciary accessible to all
citizens laid the foundation for the
Legal Services Authorities Act and
reforms in legal education. Sen’s
statesmanship and devotion to
constitutional ethics made him a
guardian of democratic continuity
amid crisis.
HR Bhardwaj: The Pragmatic
Moderniser
Hans Raj Bhardwaj, one of India’s
longest serving Law Ministerin the
early 2000s, carried forward the
legacy of Ambedkar by adapting
legal reform to a rapidly globalising
and digitising world. Known for
his forthrightness and administra-
tive acumen, Bhardwaj often
remarked, “Justice delayed is justice
denied, and delay is a denial of
democracy itself.”

During his tenure, he prioritised
judicial reforms, advocating for
faster case disposal, electronic filing

Bhardwaj also championed legal lit-
eracy and access to justice for mar-
ginalised citizens, expanding the
scope of Lok Adalats and Legal Aid
Services. His push to modernise
legal processes reflected his belief
that technology must serve the
cause of justice, not merely
efficiency. Bhardwaj’s tenure
represented a bridge between tra-
ditional legal thought and a future-
oriented judicial system that
embraces innovation without com-
promising integrity.

He was the backbone of the
various Congress Government’s for
over three decades, brought exec-
utive and judicial conflict to almost
negligible levels and he was
credited for upgrading the salary
and perks of the Judges to a
respectable levels to deliver fearless
and equitable justice.

A Unified Legacy to in-spite
equitable Justice, Reform and
Modernisation

Though separated by time,
Ambedkar, Sen and Bhardwaj
shared a profound moral compass:
the belief that the law must serve
humanity. Their combined legacy,

pendence and modernisation form
the spine of India’s democratic
jurisprudence.

As India enters a new era of gov-
ernance and technology, the Law
Ministry must now champion the
integration of Artificial Intelligence
and digital tools to accelerate justice
delivery. From e-courts to predictive
case analytics, technology can
drastically reduce pendency,
promote transparency and democ-
ratise legal access, transforming
Ambedkar’s dream of equality
before law into a 21st-century reality.

Such reform would do more than
merely modernise the judiciary — it
would fulfil the vision of those who
saw in the law not a privilege for the
few, but a promise to the many. In
the spirit of Dr BR Ambedkar’s
integrity, Ashok Sen’s intellect, and
HR Bhardwaj’s innovation, India’s
justice system must evolve to
become fairer, faster and truly
accessible to all.

Today, while India strides confi-
dently toward its ambition of
becoming a global superpower, its
legal system is buckling under its
own weight. As economist Sanjeev
Sanyal recently observed, “the
judicial system is the biggest hurdle
to the Viksit Bharat mission.” It is
imperative, therefore, that both
the Government and the judiciary
undertake bold, urgent and
comprehensive reforms to restore
faith and sanity in the lives of
ordinary citizens. In doing so, they
may well draw inspiration from the
enduring legacies of our legal
luminaries, Ambedkar, Sen and
Bhardwaj, who envisioned justice
not as an ornament of governance,
but as its very foundation.

Public Policy Expert; the views expressed

premises. One insists that the statue be installed, while
the other is opposing it tooth and nail. The group
opposed to the statue on the court premises has called
for a protest in Gwalior on November 16. According to
the petitioner's counsels Sanjay Agrawal, Arpit Agrawal
and Ankita Singh Parihar, ex-president of the High Court
Bar Association’s Gwalior Bench Anil Mishra has given

the protest call.

Citing some agitations of 2018, the PIL claimed that
the November 16 protest will pose “a danger to the life
and property of the people, especially children in
Gwalior”. It also sought an interim direction to the print
and electronic media not to give publicity to the said
call. The HC asked the district administration to restrain
the media for the time being from carrying any news
linked to the protest call. The court also issued notices to
Mishra and the Bhim Army, an Ambedkarite and
Bahujan rights organisation, returnable by December 3.

NIA court sentences man to 10
yrs RI for petrol bomb attack
outside Raj Bhavan gate

A special court for the National Investigation Agency at
Poonamallee, here, sentenced one Karukka Vinoth to ten
years imprisonment for his involvement in the petrol
bomb attack outside the Raj Bhavan gate in 2023. In
addition to the rigorous imprisonment (RI), the court
imposed a fine of 5,000 for hurling two petrol bombs
and causing them to explode near the official residence
of the Governor on October 25, 2023.

Vinoth, 39, was sentenced under various sections of
the Explosive Substance Act and for causing damage to
public property. Following the incident, the Chennai
police had released CCTV footage showing the suspect
Vinoth hurling petrol bombs a few meters away from the

Raj Bhavan gate no. 1.

The Raj Bhavan had claimed that miscreants, armed
with petrol bombs, attempted to barge into the
Governor's residence through the main gate that is used
by the Governor and other dignitaries. Accepting NIA's
arguments, Judge S Malarvizhi ruled that the charges
against the accused were proved beyond reasonable
doubt and sentenced Vinoth to ten years Rl and imposed

provisions that outlawed untouch-

testing times including the post-

and computerisation of courts.

social emancipation, judicial inde-

L The writer is a prominent columnist and ’

are personal

Deceased pilot of Ahmedabad plane crash not being blamed: Centre to SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The deceased pilot, Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal of Air
India, has not been blamed in
the AAIB’s preliminary report
into the June 12 plane crash
that claimed 260 lives, the
Centre told the Supreme
Court on Thursday.

Air India’s Boeing 787-8
flight AI171 en route to
London’s Gatwick airport was
operated by pilot-in-
command Captain Sabharwal
and co-pilot Captain Clive
Kunder, who lost their lives in
the crash after taking off
from Ahmedabad. The horrif-
icincident killed 260 people,
including 241 passengers and
crew on board.

The Supreme Court had
issued notice to the Centre
and the Director General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on a plea
of Pushkaraj Sabharwal, the
father of deceased pilot
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
moved the Supreme Court for
a court-monitored inquiry
headed by a former Supreme
Court judge into the crash of
Air India flight Al171 in
Ahmedabad.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
was told by Solicitor General

Accident Investigation Board
(AAIB) probe team into the
plane crash was formed
under the international
regime and there was a
statutory provision for it.

“There is an international
convention. There’s an inter-
national civil aviation organ-
isation. They have prepared
mandatory steps to be taken
in case of an investigation
into air crashes.

There is a regime in place.
“Some foreigners are also
victims. Those countries also
send their representatives in
the investigation. I under-
stand the feelings of the
father but there is no blame
attributed to anyone in the
interim report,” Mehta said.

He added that blame has
not been attributed to
anyone in the preliminary
report of AAIB and stated
there was some misconcep-
tion about the pilot’s
error after the release of an
interim report.

“The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has issued a press
note saying that blame was
not attributable to anyone.
There is no question of
blaming anyone in the
report,” he submitted.

Justice Bagchi said, “The
AAIB inquiry is not for appor-
tioning blame on anyone. It
is only to clarify the cause so

happen again.” The Supreme
Court was hearing three peti-
tions filed by an NGO, a law
student and the father of the
deceased pilot seeking an
independent, court-moni-
tored investigation into the
crash of Air India Flight near
Ahmedabad. Among the 241
dead were 169 Indians, 52
Britons, seven Portuguese
nationals, one Canadian and
12 crew members.

The lone survivor of the
crash was Vishwashkumar
Ramesh, a British national.

On November 7, the
Supreme Court said no one
blamed the chief pilot of the
Air India Dreamliner for the
June 12 crash, which claimed
260 lives, and asked his 91-
year-old father not to carry
any emotional burden.

against him even in the pre-
liminary report,” the Supreme
Court had said while
emphasising that if neces-
sary, the court will clarify
that the pilot is not to be
blamed for the “unfortunate”
plane crash.

During the hearing, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for an NGO ‘Safety
Matters Foundation’, said that
a parallel inquiry should be
done like a court of inquiry
into the accident of such a
major scale.

Bhushan submitted that
serious accidents require a
court of enquiry and not just
an investigation by AAIB.

“It is very alarming. There
have been many system fail-
ures in these 787s. Everybody
flying in these aircraft is at

has said that these aircraft
need to be grounded imme-
diately,” he said.

He said that a pilot feder-
ation has stated that these
aeroplanes cannot be trusted
and there is a huge risk to
people flying in their aircraft.

Justice Kant said these pro-
ceedings should not become
a fight between one airline
and another and asked Mehta
to file the response to the
plea filed by the father of the
deceased.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appear-
ing for the deceased pilot’s
father, said that rules for a fair
probe were not being
followed.

“The regime that Mr Mehta
has mentioned has not been
followed. That'’s the problem.
It has not been properly fol-
lowed,” Sankaranarayanan
submitted and urged the
court to ask the Centre to file
their replies to the petition of
the deceased pilot’s 91-year-
old father.

The bench adjourned the
matter for further hearing
after two weeks as it clarified
that it was not interested in
hearing a plea of the law
graduate on the issue.

The plea of deceased pilot
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal’s
father seeks directions for the
constitution of an indepen-

comprising aviation and
technical experts, to probe
the crash.

The approach of the inves-
tigation has failed to ade-
quately examine, or rule out,
other more plausible techni-
cal and procedural factors
relating to Boeing that could
have contributed to the tragic
incident, the plea said.

The probe team is domi-
nated by officers from DGCA
and the state aviation author-
ities whose procedures, over-
sight and possible lapses are
directly implicated in the
investigation, it added.

The plea filed by the NGO
alleged that the official probe
violates citizens’ fundamen-
tal rights to life, equality
and access to truthful
information.

The plea says the AAIB
issued its preliminary report
on July 12, attributing the
accident to “fuel cutoff
switches” being moved from
“run” to “cutoff”, effectively
suggesting a pilot error.

On September 22, while
entertaining the plea of the
NGO, the Supreme Court
termed as “unfortunate and
irresponsible” the selective
publication of a preliminary
report on the June 12 Air
India crash which outlined
lapses on the part of pilots
and paved the way for a

a fine of 35,000 on November 12. Tushar Mehta that the Aircraft that the same does not “There is no insinuation risk. The pilots’ association dent committee, also “media narrative”.
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SC bans mining activities near sanctuaries | SC asks Centre for implementation of 2020
B b " electric vehicles policy from metropolitan city

M New Delhi
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

court that mining activities within one
km of the protected area will be haz-
ardous to the wildlife. Though in the case
of Goa Foundation, the said directions
were issued with respect to the State of
Goa, we find that such directions need
to be issued on a pan-India basis.

“We direct that mining within nation-
al parks and wildlife sanctuaries and
within an area of one km from bound-
ary of such national park or wildlife sanc-
tuary shall not be permissible,” the
bench said. The Supreme Court also
directed the Jharkhand Government
to notify the region as a wildlife sanc-
tuary. It clarified that the rights of the
tribals and forest dwellers in the region

should be protected as per the Forest
Rights Act and asked the State
Government to widely publicise it.

Earlier, the bench had asked the
Jharkhand Government to take a deci-
sion to declare the ecologically-rich
Saranda region as a reserve forest.

The matter pertained to a long-
pending proposal to notify the Saranda
and Sasangdaburu forest areas in West
Singhbhum district as a wildlife sanctu-
ary and conservation reserve, respective-
ly. The State Government, in its affidavit,
had earlier said it proposed to notify an
area of 57,519.41 hectares, as against the
original proposal of 31,468.25 hectares,
as wildlife sanctuary.

The Supreme Court on Thursday banned
mining activities within an area of one
km from national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries, noting that such activities
will be hazardous to the wildlife .

A bench comprising Chief Justice of
India BR Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran was considering pleas on
issues related to the notification of
areas under Saranda Wildlife Sanctuary
(SWL) and the Sasangdaburu
Conservation Reserve (SCR) as a conser-
vation reserve in Jharkhand.

“It has been the consistent view of this

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Centre to
revisit its 2020 electric
vehicles policy and incorpo-
rate changes that have taken
place over the past five
years as it sought its
implementation from a
metropolitan city.

A bench of justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi

Court clerk held for accepting bribe for sessions judge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Civil clerk-cum-typist was
arrested for allegedly
accepting a 15 lakh bribe,
prima facie on behalf of an
additional sessions judge in
Mumbai in exchange for a
favourable verdict in a land
dispute case, Anti-Corruption
Bureau officials have said.
The anti-graft agency said
that the judge has been
named as a wanted accused.
This may be the first such

incident in recent years
where an additional sessions
judge has been booked under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act, the official said on
Wednesday.

The ACB arrested the clerk,
identified as Chandrakant
Vasudeo, on Tuesday. The
additional sessions judge of
the civil court in Mazgaon,
Ejazuddin Salauddin Kazi,
has been named as a wanted
accused in the case, accord-
ing to an official release.

The ACB stated that a

demand of 25 lakh was ini-
tially made from the
complainant, whose wife had
filed a writ petition before the
Bombay High Court alleging
forceful possession of
company-owned land. The
amount was later negotiated
down to %15 lakh.

Of the %25 lakh demanded,
210 lakh was allegedly
Vasudeo’s share, and %15 lakh
was meant for Judge Kazi.

In April 2016, the High Court
had stayed the creation of
third-party rights on the

disputed land.

As the land’s valuation was
below %10 crore, the commer-
cial suit was transferred to
the civil sessions court in
Mazgaon.

On September 9, 2025, an
office associate of the com-
plainant received a call from
Vasudeo while he was at
Court No. 14 of the civil ses-
sions court, the ACB stated.

Vasudeo allegedly met the
complainant at a coffee shop
in suburban Chembur, where
he demanded %25 lakh.

asked Attorney General R
Venkataramani, appearing
for the Centre, to look at the
changes that have happened
in five years and incorporate
them in the National Electric
Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP) 2020 meant to
promote and adoption of
electric vehicles.

The Attorney General sub-
mitted that 13 ministries of
the central Government are
at present deliberating over
the feasibility of the policy
and soon a decision will be
taken in this regard.

“The policy needs to be
revisited as several changes
took place over the years and
could be implemented

through a pilot project start-
ing from a metropolitan city,”
the bench said. It said that
there are various aspects
like incentives for adopting
electric vehicles, Government
institutions adopting these
EVvehicles and availability of
charging points, which needs
to be looked into.
Venkataramani said that
the inter-ministerial group is
looking at these aspects only
and soon a decision will be
taken. Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
NGO Centre for Public
Interest Litigation (CPIL) said
it was a 2019 petition in
which a direction has been
sought to the Government to

implement its 2020 policy on
electric vehicles and create
necessary infrastructure such
as charging stations.

He said Niti Aayog and
other bodies have suggested
the Government for imple-
mentation of the National E-
Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP), 2020.

The bench said that nowa-
days the electric vehicles are
being readily adopted by
people and very high-end
models have entered into the
market due to the demand.
It gave the Centre time to
come up with aroadmap on
implementation of the EV
policy. The PIL has sought a
direction to the Centre for

faster adoption of electric
vehicles to safeguard citi-
zens’ fundamental rights to
“breathe, health, and clean
environment”.

On April 22, the Supreme
Court expressed concern
overjob losses particularly of
those in the automobile
industry with the advent of
artificial intelligence.

On February 19, 2020, the
Supreme Court while hearing
the PIL had expressed desire
to interact with the transport
minister Nitin Gadkari on
the proposal for gradual con-
version of all public transport
and Government vehicles
into electric vehicles to curb
air pollution.
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The clock 1s ticking on
carbon & climate

The Global Carbon Budget 2025 warns that global
emissions are at record highs even as the planet’s
natural carbon sinks weaken

Planet Earth is the only place we have to live, yet it is the
place we are damaging on an alarming scale. Sooner than we
can imagine, we will make it uninhabitable and may be
forced to leave - the irony is, we have nowhere to go! We
humans are the proverbial frog in simmering water, which
boils to death rather than jump out because it cannot
comprehend the slow rise in temperature.

The Global Carbon Budget 2025 report, released at COP30
in Belém, Brazil, yet again sounds the alarm, but no one is
listening. Though, on one hand, it offers a glimmer of hope:
India’s carbon dioxide emissions are projected to rise by only
1.4 per cent in 2025 - a slower pace than in previous years.
On the other hand, it confirms that the world’s total fossil-fuel
€O, emissions will hit a record 38.1 billion tonnes this year.
This effectively means the goal of keeping global warming to
1.5°C is now out of reach. Though Indian data is encouraging,
it is not a respite in the long run. It owes itself to two key
factors — an early monsoon that reduced energy demand for
cooling, and a rapid expansion in renewable energy capacity
that helped keep coal consumption low. However, it reveals
that clean energy investments and climate-conscious policy
interventions are steps in the right direction and are making
a difference in real terms. Yet, emissions are still growing in
absolute terms. The nation remains among the top four
global emitters — alongside China, the United States, and the
European Union — who together account for nearly 60 per
cent of all fossil-fuel CO, emissions. The present pace of
carbon emissions shows that the global carbon curve has yet
to bend downward. The report also paints a worrying picture
of the planet's weakening ability to heal itself.

Moreover, there are real issues that are not even being
discussed — natural carbon sinks such as forests and oceans
are losing their efficiency in absorbing CO,. About 8 per cent
of the rise in atmospheric CO, since 1960 is attributed to
climate change itself eroding the capacity of these sinks.

In essence, nature’s buffers are depleting just when
humanity needs them most. Indeed, the Indian story offers
some relief - climate resilience and economic growth can
indeed go hand in hand, a model to be emulated by other
developing countries. Between 2015 and 2024, 35 countries
— twice as many as a decade ago — managed to expand their
economies while cutting emissions. However, incremental
progress will not suffice in a world where the remaining
carbon budget to stay below 1.5°C is a mere 170 billion
tonnes - just four years' worth of emissions at current levels.

The window is closing fast. India’s success story, while
commendable, must accelerate into a full-scale green
revolution. The onus lies squarely on the developed nations -
the biggest polluters — who still shy away from their
responsibility to save the planet. They forget that Earth has
only one atmosphere and one climate; we either swim
together or sink together. Unfortunately, at this point, the
odds of sinking seem far greater.

/
| EIETALK &

P e R LR —

A pair of greater flamingos captured inside their enclosure at Jaipur Zoo.
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AMITABH'S VISIT TO DHARMENDRA
REKINDLES OLD FRIENDSHIP

The viral video of veteran star
Amitabh Bachchan driving his
BMW to meet his long-time
friend and co-star Dharmendra,
who has recently been
discharged from hospital after
recovering from health issues,
is truly delightful and heart-
warming.

The friendship between these
two legends-fondly known as Big
B and the He-Man of Bollywood-
is iconic not only on screen but
also in real life. Their portrayal of
Jai and Veeru in the timeless
classic Sholay remains the
ultimate symbol of friendship in
Indian cinema. The film, which rec
ently celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary, still resonates
deeply with audiences, and its
evergreen song “Yeh Dosti Hum
Nahin Todenge” continues to be
celebrated as Bollywood's
greatest friendship anthem.

Beyond Sholay, the duo
collaborated in several
memorable films, including
Chupke Chupke and Ram Balram,
as well as in a few cameo
appearances. Their enduring
bond, spanning decades, stands
as a rare example of loyalty and
affection in an industry often
defined by competition and
change.

In today’s fast-paced world,
where genuine friendship often
takes a back seat, this simple yet
touching gesture of one old friend
visiting another rekindles faith in
one of life’s most beautiful gifts -
true friendship. Their friendship
shows that some bonds outlast
fame, time, and distance - shining
brighter with age. Amitabh and
Dharmendra’s camaraderie is a
timeless lesson in love, loyalty,
and friendship.
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In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Red Fort blast: Time for firm action

India’s security forces have dealt with cross-border terror for decades. But the Red Fort blast and related arrests signal a new
internal threat — radicalisation within professional spaces. The remedy must begin with education and vigilance at home

KRIPA
NAUTIYAL

e ™

The explosion near Delhi’s Red Fort earlier this
month shocked the nation not only because it
struck a heritage site, but because of what early
investigations suggest — the alleged involvement
of educated professionals, including doctors, in
a sinister terror plot.

The case, still under investigation, has sparked
an uncomfortable debate: What happens when
radicalisation penetrates elite, seemingly benign
professions? How should India respond — firmly,
but within the bounds of its Constitution?

A disturbing pattern emerges

Initial reports from investigating agencies point
to a “white-collar terror” network — individuals
with professional qualifications allegedly collab-
orating with radical elements to target civilians
and religious institutions. Parallel to this, Gujarat’s
ATS recently exposed a chilling plan involving
attempts to procure toxic substances such as ricin,
allegedly to contaminate prasad at temples.

INDIA'S STRENGTH
Equally disturbing are claims of a cleric’srolein LIES IN ITS ABILITY

@ Targeted institutional audits — Where evidence
links hospitals or universities to subversive activ-
ity, the state must audit their finances, staffing,
and affiliations; however, these actions must

follow due process, not political
impulse.
® Professional oversight — If medical

and related arrests signal a new internal threat
—radicalisation within professional spaces. The
remedy must begin with education and vigilance
at home. Parents, teachers, and community
leaders must instil civic ethics
and respect for pluralism.
Hospitals and universities, often

(&7

professionals are found complicit, "d:h
4

medical councils must act decisive-
ly, reviewing ethical vetting and
licensing norms. Yet, the entire
medical fraternity must not be

recruiting and indoctrinating these professionals. TO CONFRONT tarred with the same brush.

While the courts must establish guilt, the trend THREATS @ Scientific investigation — Allegations involving

is alarming: radical thought cloaked in respectabil- bio-toxins or chemical agents demand forensic

ity, using social trust as camouflage. WITHOUT verification, independent lab confirmation, and
Yet,amid outrage, itis essential to separatever- ~ COMPROMISING transparent reporting. Panic and misinformation

ified fact from conjecture. Many names and

ties, NGOs — but until evidence is proven in court,

ITS PRINCIPLES.
institutions have surfaced — hospitals, universi- IF PROFESSIONALS

only aid enemies of the state.
@ Intelligence presence with accountability -
Intelligence agencies may need closer engage-

we must avoid the trap of communal generalisa- HAVE INDEED mentwith sensitive institutions. But permanent
tion. Justice must be swift, but fair. JOINED HANDS infiltration without oversight risks civil liberties.
. A WITH RADICALS, Coordination and legal supervision are better
A test for India’s constitutional THE RESPONSE tools than uncontrolled surveillance.
balance MUST BE e Transparent public communication — Official

India’s Constitution guarantees freedom of reli-

gion under Article 25 and simultaneously directs UNCOMPROMISING

silence breeds rumours. Regular press briefin-
gs, judicial monitoring, and publication of ver-

the State to work towards a Uniform Civil Code IN LAW AND ified data will prevent both panic and
under Article 44. These two ideals — protection ~ PROPORTIONATE prejudice.
of faith and pursuit of equality — are not contra- IN EXECUTION

dictory but complementary when interpreted
correctly.

However, public debate has often reduced them
to opposing camps: one accusing the other of bias,
the other fearing cultural erasure. The present crisis

reopens that debate, as some argue that the coex-
istence of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) proposal and
a Ministry for Minority Affairs is inconsistent.

Law enforcement must be scientific

and neutral

While the ideological challenge is serious, the prac-
tical response must be precise and evidence-
based. Blanket suspicion of communities or pro-
fessions will harm national unity. Instead, India

The writer is a former
Additional Director General,
Indian Coast Guard, and
writes on defence and
national security issues

@ dailypioneer

Opposition silence and political
hypocrisy

The muted response of several opposition
parties has not gone unnoticed. When such a
grave security threat unfolds, selective outrage
undermines democratic credibility.
National security cannot be filtered through elec-
toral convenience. At the same time, govern-
ment spokespersons must resist framing this as
a clash of faiths. Terror has no religion; its ide-
ology is hatred and nihilism. Political capital built
on division weakens the Republic from within.

targeted for infiltration, need

oneer integrity checks not just of finances

but also of their core mission. The

call for “intelligence presence” in

minority-run institutions must be
measured. Monitoring suspicious funding and
foreign ties is legitimate; painting all minority
institutions as suspect is unjust and counterpro-
ductive.

The road ahead — firm, fair, and

fearless
India’s strength lies in its ability to confront
threats without compromising its principles. If
professionals have indeed joined hands with rad-
icals, the response must be uncompromising in
law and proportionate in execution. Investigate
thoroughly, prosecute swiftly, and reform insti-
tutional loopholes that allowed infiltration.
But justice cannot be collective. The guilty must
face exemplary punishment; the innocent must
not become collateral victims of public anger.
Our enemies would rejoice most if India allowed
internal division to replace unity.

Global reactions and India’s

sovereignty

After earlier terror episodes, India often hesitat-
ed, weighing international opinion before
acting decisively. That hesitation is fading. The
post-Sindoor experience has shown that many
nations now openly back India’s right to defend
itself. It is time we acted on national interest with
confidence, rather than apology. Global respect
follows strength — but moral strength comes

@ @kripa_nautiyal

@ dr-kripa-nautiyal-
bb7773219

Security without prejudice

must strengthen investigation, regulation, and
intelligence cooperation along these lines:

India’s security forces have dealt with cross-
border terror for decades. But the Red Fort blast

only from constitutional fidelity.

“Our answer must be firm against terror, faith-
ful to the Constitution, and unsparing in protect-
ing the innocent.”

The Bhagavad-Gita reveals God’s active presence

AJIT
& i KUMAR BISHNOI

2ND OPINION
THE PIONEER

Most of us imagine God as a distant and detached being-
watching us from afar but rarely intervening. Yet, Lord
Krishna in the Bhagavad-Gita offers a very different under-
standing. He describes God as one “who has eyes and ears
everywhere” (13.13) — an omnipresent witness to all that
we do, think, and desire.

However, His help is not automatic; it comes when we
consciously seek it. Take the example of a student who
neglects his studies all year but prays fervently before his
exams for a good result. God does not grant such prayers
because the boy has not fulfilled his duty. Still, his prayer
is a beginning-a spark of awakening. Once he becomes dili-
gentand dutiful, divine help naturally follows. God’s mercies

are abundant, extending even to the material world. Every
act we perform-through thought, word, or deed-produces
results or karmaphala. These are governed by divine author-
ity under God’s supervision (9.10). Yet, when we sincere-
ly seek His shelter, God can bless us beyond what our karma
alone dictates. As Sanjay declared at the end of the
Mahabharata: “Where there is Yogeshwar Krishna and
Arjuna, there will be opulence, victory, wealth, and right-
eousness” (18.78). The key is to be like Arjuna-devoted, dis-
ciplined, and surrendered. For us, this surrender means daily
spiritual practice: prayer, chanting, meditation, oreven a
simple act of devotion, such as gazing at God’s image with
faith. One casual visit to a temple, like the boy before exams,
is notenough. Devotion is a relationship that must be nur-
tured through constancy. Material blessings-wealth,
success, power, fame, good health — are all forms of divine
favour. Money itself — a karmaphala — can bring comfort
and security when used wisely.

God does not condemn material prosperity; He regulates
itand blesses those who use it for good. Power, too, when
guided by virtue, can serve society-as seen in King Janaka,
cited by Lord Krishna (3.20), who ruled selflessly for the
welfare of his people. Good health and moderation are also
divine gifts. The Gita advises, “He who is temperate in eating,
recreation, sleep, and activity attains yoga that destroys
suffering” (6.17). Thus, even physical well-being is a reflec-

tion of spiritual balance. Underlying all divine favours is
God'’s guidance. He directs us-through intuition, through
people around us, and sometimes even through dreams.
Those who pray sincerely will recognise these subtle signals.
God rarely speaks directly, but His communication is unmis-
takable to those who listen with faith.

We, as Indians, are especially blessed. God has chosen
this land for His many incarnations. Lord Hanuman’s eternal
presence, Lord Shiva’s ceaseless chanting of “Rama,” and
the timeless wisdom of the Bhagavad-Gita are living proofs
of divine grace upon India. Despite our imperfections, our
culture values tolerance, peace, and family bonds-quali-
ties born from the divine light still shining in our collec-
tive spirit. From personal experience, I can testify to God’s
kindness. In every difficulty, I turn to Him first-and invari-
ably, I receive an intuitive answer, a gentle nudge in the
right direction. Research even supports this: Harvard studies
found that the intuitions of spiritual individuals are often
accurate. In conclusion, God is not distant but deeply
involved in our lives. He wants to help us, guide us, and
uplift us. The Gita teaches: take one step towards Him, and
He will take ninety-nine towards you. Faith, devotion, and
effort together awaken His grace — and when that
happens, life itself becomes a dialogue with the Divine.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Double Duty: The weight of obligation

Anybody can surely be entrusted with any national duty-
be it Electoral or Census — beyond their regular job assign-
ment. However, shouldn’t the concerned individual be
relieved from their routine responsibilities so that they
can render quality service to the nation with full concen-
tration? Otherwise, the Himalayan pressure of perform-
ing “double duty” is bound to crush the overburdened
individual, both physically and psychologically. The
immense stress of visiting innumerable homes to dis-
tribute forms, provide instructions and answer endless
queries is overwhelming. Such a large-scale operation
should have been granted more time to ensure thor-
ough and humane execution, sparing officials the ordeal
of meeting targets in a rushed and exhausting manner.
If the Electoral Rolls are indeed “corrupt”, then the
NDA government at the Centre must also face a legit-
imacy test, since the 2024 General Elections were based
on these very rolls. Yet, the third Modi government will
continue till 2029. Meanwhile, the West Bengal
Government faces extreme urgency as if there is no
tomorrow. Who is to be held accountable for the
untimely death of a booth-level officer on duty? When
will such “dignified slavery” end, and these workers be
treated as human beings instead of mere machines?
KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

Public Health at Risk under PPP

The Andhra Pradesh government’s push to establish
medical colleges under the Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model deserves a nationwide debate. Even the
Chairman of the National Medical Commission (NMC)
has described PPP as the “future” of medical education,
citing Gujarat’s brownfield medical college policy.

However, this approach is flawed in both principle
and practice. Health and medical education are funda-
mental responsibilities of the state.

Tamil Nadu, with a government medical college in
every district, and Karnataka, where private and public
institutions coexist, demonstrate that the state need
not abdicate its role. The PPP model risks commercial-
ising healthcare and education, allowing
private players to prioritise profits, inflate fees, refer
patients to corporate hospitals, and exploit trainees as
low-cost labour.

The COVID-19 pandemic proved the indispensabili-
ty of public hospitals. When private care became unaf-
fordable, government institutions provided life-saving
treatment. Handing over this vital sector to private
hands endangers equity and affordability. With ade-
quate faculty and resources now available, the state
must strengthen its own institutions.

KATTAMREDDY ANANTH RUPESH | ANDHRA PRADESH

Ensuring clarity and fairness in nomination

Nomination is an essential facility offered by financial
institutions in India, enabling account or policy holders
to designate one or more individuals to receive the pro-
ceeds of their financial instruments upon their death.
This mechanism enhances customer convenience,
streamlines claim settlements, and supports institution-
al risk management. Recent regulatory reforms have
strengthened this facility, allowing customers to nom-
inate up to four individuals, thereby making succession
planning more transparent and efficient. Anomination
is a regulated safeguard designed to uphold both the

depositor’s intent and institutional accountability.
Under Simultaneous Nomination, a depositor may
name four persons, specifying each share, for example,
spouse (40 per cent), son (30 per cent), daughter (20 per
cent), and mother (10per cent). Upon the depositor’s
death, all four may claim their respective portions. Under
Successive Nomination, nominees are listed in order
of priority, with the next nominee becoming active only
if the previous one is deceased. While nominees are enti-
tled to receive proceeds, ultimate ownership remains
subject to succession and inheritance laws. Institutions
must ensure nominations comply with all relevant

banking, insurance, company, and regulatory laws.
CK SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI
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A model of harmony in an uneasy Asian neighbourhood

The 2007 India-Bhutan Treaty of Friendship, negotiated under K4's guidance, redefined the partnership for a democratic era. It replaced the 1949 clause stating that Bhutan would be

2
HEMANGI PRAVIN
SINHA KUMAR SINGH

The former King of Bhutan, Jigme Singye
Wangchuck — revered as K4, the Fourth Druk
Gyalpo — turned 70 on November 11. In
Bhutan, the Bodhisattva King, as he is
fondly known, is remembered not merely
as a monarch but as a visionary who trans-
formed a secluded Himalayan kingdom into
a modern, democratic, and contented
nation. His reign from 1972 to 2006 marked
an era of wisdom, self-reliance, and reform,
blending tradition with progress in a way
few leaders in history have achieved.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Thimphu to join the celebrations was far
more than a ceremonial gesture. It was an
affirmation of a relationship that has stood
as a beacon of stability in a region marked
by shifting loyalties and power rivalries. India
and Bhutan have not simply coexisted —
they have complemented each other, build-
ing a partnership rooted in trust, cultural
affinity, and shared destiny.

K4 and the Modernisation of

Bhutan

When K4 ascended the throne at the age of
17, Bhutan was still emerging from centuries
of isolation. His father, King Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck, had already launched Bhutan’s
first Five-Year Plan with the support of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 1961. The
young king continued this developmental
journey, deepening ties with India and
strengthening institutions that would guide
Bhutan into the 21st century.

As Chairman of Bhutan’s Planning
Commission in 1971, K4 learned early that
India’s partnership was not one of depen-
dence but of shared growth. His 1974 deci-
sion to peg the Bhutanese Ngultrum to the
Indian Rupee at a 1:1 exchange rate was a
masterstroke of economic foresight, guar-
anteeing stability and seamless trade. He
also invited India’s Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) to construct and main-
tain Bhutan’s strategic road network under
Project DANTAK, laying the foundation for
economic transformation.

Today, Bhutanese firms have taken charge
of their own infrastructure — an outcome
K4 envisioned decades earlier.

“guided by India” with the principle of sovereign equality and mutual respect

INDIA'S
CONTINUED
ENGAGEMENT IS
THEREFORE NOT
SENTIMENTAL
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— CENTRAL TO
ENSURING
PEACE AND
STABILITY IN
THE EASTERN
HIMALAYAS

Hemangi Sinha, Project
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Hydropower Diplomacy: The
Energy of Friendship

Among the enduring legacies of India-
Bhutan friendship is their hydropower
cooperation — a pillar of mutual prosper-
ity. The commissioning of the 336 MW
Chukha project in the 1970s marked the
beginning of a partnership

ing ULFA and NDFB, had established bases
in Bhutan’s southern jungles. When diplo-
macy failed, K4 personally led Operation
All Clear, directing the Royal Bhutan Army
to eliminate the threat. Supported logis-
tically by India, the operation was swift
and decisive — marking Bhutan’s first
modern military campaign and reaffirm-

ing its sovereignty. On the

thatilluminated both nations.
Subsequent ventures such as
Tala, Kurichhu, and
Mangdechhu deepened this
bond, while the 1,020 MW Punatsangchhu-
Il project, to be jointly inaugurated by
Prime Minister Modi and King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck (K5), stands
as a symbol of enduring collaboration.

Built on a grant-loan model, these pro-
jects have provided Bhutan with sustain-
able national income and India with
clean energy.

As both sides look ahead, private-
sector participation — from Tata Power to
Adani Power — signals a new era of joint
ventures extending beyond state-led
models. India’s development partner-
ship also spans infrastructure, health,
education, and digital connectivity, includ-
ing the Digital Drukyul initiative under
Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year Plan (2024-29).

In December 2003, Bhutan demon-
strated the true meaning of friendship.
Militants from India’s North-East, includ-
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Indian side, security forces
sealed the border to capture
fleeing militants. The episode

remains a
textbook example of neighbourly trust and
joint security.

K4’s deep understanding of India’s
democratic ethos and his nuanced grasp
of China’s strategic behaviour continue to
shape Bhutan’s policies. Even today, his
counsel guides King K5’s national securi-
ty and foreign policy deliberations —
especially amid evolving Bhutan-China
negotiations.

Diplomacy, Democracy, and

Mutual Respect

The 2007 India-Bhutan Treaty of
Friendship, negotiated under K4’s guid-
ance, redefined the partnership for a
democratic era. It replaced the 1949
clause stating that Bhutan would be
“guided by India” with the principle of sov-
ereign equality and mutual respect. Since
then, India has remained Bhutan’s largest

trading partner and leading investor,
with a duty-free transit regime through
Indian ports — an arrangement unique in
South Asia.

The upcoming Gelephu Mindfulness
City — a visionary 2,500 sq. km zero-
carbon, multi-sectoral development zone
integrating spirituality, technology, and
green energy — epitomises the shared
aspiration for a sustainable and
harmonious future.

Cultural and Spiritual Kinship

At its core, the India-Bhutan relationship
is a civilisational partnership. The two
nations are bound by a shared Buddhist
heritage manifesting in pilgrimage, philos-
ophy, and art. India’s loan of the
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal statue,
the unifier of Bhutan, symbolised this time-
less bond. Equally, the Transboundary
Manas Conservation Area (TraMCA) linking
Bhutan’s Royal Manas and India’s Manas
Tiger Reserve reflects shared ecological
stewardship. Bhutan’s Gross National
Happiness aligns deeply with India’s
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam — the belief that
the world is one family.

In Contrast to Asia’s Fractured
Geopolitics

While Asia is witnessing increasing friction
— from the South China Sea to the
Himalayas — the India-Bhutan partnership

FIRST
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remains a model of stability. Bhutan’s mea-
sured approach to China, guided by trans-
parency with India, contrasts sharply
with the opportunistic balancing often
seen in other regional capitals.

For India, Bhutan is not merely a buffer
but a trusted partner in ensuring that the
Himalayas remain a zone of peace. For
Bhutan, India is not a dominant neighbour
but an anchor of security and an ally in
development.

Navigating the China Challenge

As China tightens its grip on Tibet, Bhutan
must balance sovereignty and strategic
autonomy with quiet pragmatism. The
first-ever Bhutanese Foreign Minister’s visit
to China in 2023, coupled with China’s
growing share of Bhutan’s trade and the
2021 Three-Step Roadmap for boundary
resolution, underscores a cautious yet
notable outreach.

Beijing’s invocation of the Five-Finger
Policy — an apparent expansionist vision
that views Tibet as the palm and Ladakh,
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and Arunachal
Pradesh as its fingers — adds to India’s
unease, particularly concerning Doklam,
overlooking the strategic Siliguri Corridor.
For Bhutan, which maintains no formal
diplomatic ties with China, this presents
both opportunity and risk.

India’s continued engagement is there-
fore not sentimental but strategic —
central to ensuring peace and stability in
the eastern Himalayas. Despite occasion-
al friction points, including insurgent
activity and environmental hesitations
over the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement,
both nations continue to navigate differ-
ences with maturity and mutual respect.

A Celebration of Friendship

and Faith

As Thimphu celebrates K4’s 70th birthday,
it is not merely an occasion to honour a
monarch — it is a celebration of a friend-
ship that has matured through trust, sac-
rifice, and shared vision. Prime Minister
Modi’s presence is both symbolic and sub-
stantive — a reaffirmation that India and
Bhutan will continue to walk together, as
equals and as family. In an increasingly
fractured Asian neighbourhood, India
and Bhutan stand as proof that geography
need not breed rivalry - it can nurture
harmony. Their partnership, built on faith
rather than fear, remains South Asia’s most
enduring example of Neighbourhood
First in action. In the India-Bhutan story,
friendship is not strategy — it is destiny.

25 years of Uttarakhand: Between
promise, progress and precarious reality

RITIKA
JOSHI

Behaviour change for climate

Uttarakhand became a separate state on
November 9,2000 after years of public demand
for governance suited to mountain life. People
wanted schools, hospitals and markets closer
to remote valleys. They wanted decisions
shaped by local voices, terrain and culture
rather than by models designed for the plains.

Twenty-five years later, the state has built its
own institutions and identity. Yet the core
demands that fuelled the statehood movement
remain partly unmet. Distance, fragility and
uneven development still define life in much
of the hills.

Population and Mobility

Uttarakhand has about 11.6 million people,
roughly 0.8 per cent of India’s population. It
records about 1 per cent annual growth, close
to the national average. The population density
— 213 people per sq km — seems comfortable,
but it hides the lived reality of fragile terrain,
forest cover and scattered settlements. Large
parts of the state comprise mountains, glaci-
ers, steep slopes and river valleys. People cluster
in the plains and larger towns; many hill villages
have only a few households. This means a child
seeking schooling, a patient seeking medical
care, or a farmer seeking a market may travel
long distances. “Normal” density does not trans-
late into easy or equal access.

Literacy in 2011 was 78.82 per cent. Male lit-
eracy was 87.40 per cent, female literacy 70.01
per cent. The gender gap remains wide and
shapes long-term access to opportunity. A
recent projection puts the sex ratio at 886
women per 1,000 men, well below the nation-
al average. This reflects deeper concerns about
social norms, unequal access and migration pat-
terns. Migration, in fact, is one of Uttarakhand’s
most persistent realities. Young people and fam-
ilies move out for education, work and health-
care. “Ghost villages” in remote hills continue
to haunt policymakers. As people leave, remote
areas lose not only numbers but energy and
aspiration. The plains and urban centres draw
talent and resources; the hills watch commu-
nities shrink.

Economy and the Fragile Mountain

Uttarakhand’s economy has expanded over two
decades. About 47.4 per cent of workers
depend on agriculture, forestry and fishing; 31.4

per cent work in services; and 20.3 per cent in
industry and construction. Exports reached
%13,239 crore in FY25 (till February), and FDI from
2019-24 totalled 31,691 crore. The nominal per-
capita income is about 40 per cent higher than
India’s average.

But progress is uneven. Most industrial activ-
ity is concentrated in the plains — in Dehradun,
Haridwar and Udham Singh Nagar — where the
land is flat, connectivity smooth and markets
accessible. Remote hill districts remain margin-
al to investment and job creation. Capital con-
tinues to concentrate where terrain is easy and
infrastructure predictable.

High-altitude and remote districts still receive
very little investment. This gap is evident in agri-
culture. The sector employs almost half the
workforce, yet incomes remain low. Farms are
small in size, irrigation facilities are

designed for the plains. Only then can growth
translate into meaningful inclusion across the
highlands. Sustainable development in such
terrain demands tailored policy frameworks
that recognise altitude, fragmentation, ecolog-
ical fragility and dispersed settlement — rather
than simply replicating plains-based models.

Governance: Capacity and Delivery

Statehood promised governance that recog-
nised mountain life. Uttarakhand has made
measurable gains on paper. Fiscal rules main-
tain discipline; the deficit is capped at 3 per cent
of GSDP for2023-26. National reviews place the
state among the better performers in public
finance. Yet institutional strength at the top has
not fully translated into delivery on the ground.
In remote places, many trips are delayed or can-

celled because transport is unreli-

scarce, and market access is weak.
More labour does not necessarily
lead to higher income.

The mountain environment pro-
vides vital resources — water, forests, medici-
nal plants and tourism — but also faces land-
slides, flash floods and glacial events that
disrupt life and limit growth. Despite 13.6 per
cent growth in FY25, environmental fragility
continues to constrain development. Nearly half
the workforce remains in farming, forestry and
fishing, while only a fifth works in manufactur-
ing and construction. Industry struggles in scat-
tered terrain, and private investment between
2019 and 2024 — about %1,691 crore — remains
low. Roads, hydropower and tourism projects
have improved access but often lie on fragile
slopes or near key water sources, increasing the
risk of landslides. Economic expansion frequent-
ly carries an ecological cost.

Public service delivery in higher districts
demands more time and money. Schools and
clinics take longer to build. Staff must be willing
to serve in distant areas. Electricity lines and
utilities must travel farther. Even short road
stretches can take years to complete. Policies
designed for flat, dense regions do not meet the
needs of scattered mountain settlements.

Investment and services thrive in accessible
districts such as Haridwar and Udham Singh
Nagar. Remote hill districts see fewer jobs. Many
young people migrate in search of work and
education. Over time, these areas lose both pop-
ulation and capacity. This reflects a centre-
periphery pattern: places with good roads and
markets grow, while remote areas fall behind.

Uttarakhand has gained economic momen-
tum, but its mountain districts still bear the
burden of distance, environmental risk and
uneven state presence. A more grounded
development approach must recognise these
constraints if growth is to be shared more
evenly. Future policy must address these struc-
tural limitations rather than apply models
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able. Broadband connectivity is
irregular. Schools and colleges are
sparse beyond district towns.

A centre-periphery pattern is
evident. The plains act as the centre of services
and authority. The hills remain peripheral —
marked by higher costs, slower delivery and a
weaker institutional presence. Panchayats
carry local knowledge but lack budgets and
trained staff. Rules often assume flat land, dense
settlement and stable weather — conditions
common to plains but not to mountains.
Effective governance must account for altitude,
seasonality, scattered villages and disaster risk.

Beyond the Silver Jubilee

Uttarakhand now needs a second phase of
development. The mountains are not one
uniform space. The high Himalayas, mid-hills
and plains each face different realities. Planning
must reflect these distinctions. Travel takes
longer, and services cost more. Livelihoods are
intimately tied to altitude and season. Policy
must recognise these layers.

Young people should have real choices at
home. Local crops, herbs and forests can
anchor value chains. Digital work hubs can
reduce migration. Tourism must support small
enterprises rooted in local culture. When skills
grow locally, communities thrive. Roads, power
projects and hotels should be planned with
safety in mind. More construction should not
mean more risk. Sometimes, restraint signifies
progress. Uttarakhand’s silver jubilee is a
turning point. A mountain state should build
in ways that protect its people, culture and land.

The writer is the Head of the
Department of History and
Civilisation at Gautam Buddha
University, Noida. She specialises
in South Asian history and inter-
national relations, with a focus on
the Himalayan borderlands
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When the Hon’ble Prime Minister introduced
Mission LiFE at COP-27, he did more than
announce an environmental initiative — he
reframed the moral compass of development.
“Mission LiFE turns individual action into global
climate impact,” he declared, reminding the
world that sustainability is not born of regula-
tion but of responsibility.

In India’s context, this philosophy could
become the foundation of a new governance
model-one that makes citizens, corporations,
and communities equal stakeholders in climate
action. Having worked across government,
industry, and citizen-facing projects, we have
seen firsthand that policy can set direction, but
behaviour builds momentum.

LiFE 2.0 - Mainstreaming Sustainable
Lifestyles

India’s next evolution must be LiFE 2.0: embed-

ding sustainability into every facet of public and

corporate life-from energy use and water man-

agement to mobility and waste.
Government ministries,

redeemable for solar appliance purchases.
Over time, this simple peer-comparison mech-
anism-proven successful in countries like the U.S.
and Singapore-can subtly yet powerfully nudge
citizens to adopt energy-efficient habits without
imposing penalties or mandates.

Community Engagement - The Real
Engine of LiFE

Real transformation begins not in conference
rooms butin mohallas, villages, and campuses.

We propose the creation of Climate
Community Clusters-local governance hubs
linking district administrations, panchayats,
youth organisations, and civil society.

By leveraging digital storytelling, local dash-
boards, and open data, India can democratise
climate action, giving communities ownership
over their sustainable futures.

Women and Youth - Frontline Climate
Catalysts

India’s women and youth represent the social
capital of Mission LiFE. Eighty million self-help
group members can be repositioned as green
entrepreneurs through renewable micro-enter-
prises and rural water governance.

Parallelly, LiFE Youth Fellows can form a lead-
ership pipeline that connects innovation, entre-
preneurship, and civic responsibility-aligned
with NEP 2020 and Skill India. When women and
youth lead, sustainability becomes scalable.

Public Communication and Education

Information alone cannot transform societies;
inspiration does.

PSUs, and enterprises can
undertake institutional LiFE
audits to assess their behav-
ioural impact. Citizen-driven
Smart City reforms already
demonstrate how small shifts in awareness and
accountability can deliver outsized results.
LiFE 2.0 can now turn those pilots into a nation-
al standard.

Behavioural Economics for Energy
Efficiency

To truly shape new habits, India must marry
behavioural economics with digital infrastruc-
ture. Imagine Green Nudge Platforms integrat-
ed into the Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)-
rewarding households, commuters, and retail-
ers for sustainable choices. Tiered electricity
pricing, default renewable options, and gami-
fied dashboards can help India export policy
innovation to the Global South, transforming
behavioural design into diplomatic strength.
For instance, a state electricity board could
use a digital “Green Saver” dashboard that auto-
matically compares a household’s monthly
energy use with that of similar homes in the
neighbourhood. Homes that maintain con-
sumption below the local average could receive
cashback on digital utility payments or credits
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Mission LiFE must make sustainability
aspirational, not sacrificial.

A National LiFE Awareness Grid linking
academia, media, and ed-tech can amplify
behavioural change through curriculum
design, storytelling, and digital challenges.

Sustainability should not feel like a compli-
ance metric — it should feel like national pride.

From Awareness to Architecture

India’s long-term goals-Net Zero 2070,
Atmanirbhar Bharat, and Viksit Bharat 2047-rest
on one foundation: behavioural transformation.
Mission LiFE provides that blueprint by align-
ing policy, technology, and human behaviour
into a single, measurable architecture.
Institutionalising LiFE across schools, work-
places, and public systems will make responsi-
ble consumption second nature-not an act of
sacrifice but of self-respect. Behavioural change
is not a constraint on growth — it is the catalyst
of Viksit Bharat. If policy is the skeleton of trans-
formation, people are its soul.
Tanmoy Chakrabarty is the Founder o
and Director of Chakrabarty @ dailypioneer
Consulting Services Pvt Ltd, and uni
Tanushree (g)hakrabarty is the Head @ @dailypioneer
of Strategy and Chief of Staff at @ dailypioneer
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POWER SHIFTS

From a low of below %35 a share to a high of over<70
in 12 months. From 33 five years ago to over 340 now,
after touching even grander heights. Only a few
stocks, especially of companies promoted by
renowned and established names, can witness such
a roller-coaster, whimsical, and random volatility
like this. More than 20 times increase in 60 months.
More than 1,300 per cent if one considers the end-to-
end price over the period. But this is not the entire
story. Since the end-2023, the spikes, the immediate
ups and downs, are larger, and faster. They appear
every few weeks, if not few days, even as the
company gets embroiled in new and ever-growing
controversies, and issues denials, and clarifications.
Yes, we are talking about the Anil Ambani-owned
Reliance Power. Both the promoter and company
seem to zig-zag vertically.

Although there are several layers to this pattern,
we will focus on three. The first is about Anil’s tryst
with official investigations, which relate to the
charges of manipulations, siphoning off money,
fraud loan accounts, interrogations by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), and arrests of key
executives. Over the past few months, there are
speculations about why the Government, its
investigating agencies, and state-owned banks are
going after the group with full energy. No stone
seems to be left unturned to somehow push Anil to
the wall. Observers talk about political backlash,
business rivalries, banks’ firming stance, and family’s
apathy. However, we are not interested in these
issues. In terms of stock movement, we are
concerned about how each day’s events and
developments pushes up, or pulls down, the share
price in an unexpected, and logical manner. The
banks or the Government does something, and price
slumps. The group clarifies, or denies, and the stock
moves up. It is a continuous yo-yo.

For example, between early September and early
October 2024, the stock zoomed from below %30 to
above %50. By the third week of November, it was
down to %35, and then up to more than %47 by mid-
December. In early March 2025, it stood at just over
%33, and moved %10 within a fortnight. Between early
May and early June, it was up from below 40 to above
%70, down by %10 or so within weeks, up to over %70
by end June, and down to %42 in mid-August. Since
then, it went into a series of going north, and going
south over the next few months. There is no ending
to understanding this topsy-turvy stock ride, which is
likely to make investors giddy, heady, dizzy, woozy,
shaky, wobbly, rickety, and wonky. You can choose
more words, depending on the number of shares
you own.

Second relates to Reliance Power’s financials.
Between 2023-24 and 2024-25, revenues from
operations were down, but losses came down to less
than a tenth, from nearly 2,000 crore to less than
%200 crore. A one-off exceptional gain of more than
33,200 crore due to “de-consolidation of (a)
subsidiary” in 2024-25 transformed the loss into a net
profit of just under %3,000 crore. Obviously, the
company did better in terms of expenses, which
were down by more than 15 per cent, including lower
finance costs by more than 20 per cent. Yet, revenues
were down a bit. Quarterly results seem better. In
the first quarter (April-June) in 2025-26, the net profit
was down to below %45 crore, compared to a loss of
nearly %100 crore in the same quarter the previous
year. A quarter-on-quarter (Q-0-Q) comparison
shows that the figure was down from %126 crore in
January-March 2025 to %45 crore in April-June 2025.
Revenues from operations were down both QoQ,
and YoY (year-on-year).

Finally, there is the pure stock market dynamics. It
is noticeable that when a stock goes up four per cent
in a single day, or comes down by a similar
percentage another day, and if this change happens
sequentially, from one day to the next, there is a
problem. This is especially so when the downward
movement is dictated by some bad news, and
reversed when the company provides some good
news the next day. It does indicate that some
investors are day-trading to benefit from the series of
bad news, and good news. To cite an example, on
November 7, 2025, the ED arrested Amar Nath Dutta,
a resident of Kolkata, who was linked to bogus bank
guarantees by a subsidiary of Reliance Power to Solar
Energy Corporation, and the earlier arrest of Reliance
Power’s chief financial officer, Ashok Kumar Pal. The
stock tanked, and recovered immediately when the
company clarified that it had no connection with
Dutta.

The interesting aspect is how Anil Ambani is
fighting several battles. He grapples with the
authorities, bankers, shareholders, and business
community. Six years ago, he announced bankruptcy
in a London court. Shares of his companies quoted
miserably, like %3 for Reliance Power. The news of
revival, and rebuilding the group, apart from new
projects gave a shot in the arm. Once the
Government trained its guns on him in the recent
past, the shares were down. Over the past 20 years,
since the public spat, and split with his elder brother,
Mukesh, Anil’s fortunes have fluctuated wildly.

eed @bt j
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Ola, take a swig, and blink it

The July-September quarter this year tells us a
story of both the successes and failures of
India’s new-age tech firms. Backed by the
growth in online insurance, PB Fintech, the
parent of Policybazaar, an online insurance
firm, reported a 38 per cent hike in revenue,
and a higher 165 per cent in profit after tax.
The revenue of FSN E-Commerce Ventures,
better known as Nykaa, was up 25 per cent,
and profit a higher 154 per cent. In the case of
Eternal Brands, which owns delivery services
like Zomato and Blinkit, revenue was up 183
per cent, but profit plummeted 63 per cent.
India’s EV (electric vehicle) marvel Ola
Electric’s revenue slipped 43 per cent, even as
the quarterly loss widened to more than ¥400
crore.

Possibly, the lesson is that the disciplined
firms gain, and exuberant ones derail.
Probably, they are at different points in the
evolution, and learning curves. PB Fintech has
recurring revenue, cross-sells products, and
earns higher premiums. Nykaa, once criticised
for erratic profitability, focuses on gross
margins, even as it adds new stores. When
Eternal’s Blinkit opts for a rapid rollout, it
drives the top-line but compresses
profitability. Ola Electric’s weakness is
structural, with factors that may be out of
management control.

This is reflected in the stock market quotes,
as some firms inch towards consistent profits,
and others continue to burn cash, and convert
growth into profits. A tracker by Inc42
estimates that while the profitable new-age
firms saw post-listing gains of 31 per cent, the
loss-making peers dropped 42 per cent since
the debuts. The aggregate market cap of the
new-age basket, however, declined a tad from
$109 billion to $106 billion, according to
WhalesBook, even though most reported
double-digit revenue growths. Investors too
take a more considerate, and considered
approach.

Delhivery’s

numbers illustrate the

combination of higher, and muted noise. Its
shareholder letter shows that while the
second quarter’s (FY 26) revenue is up 16 per
cent year-on-year, with a net profit of %59

crore, market reports cited a net loss of nearly
%50 crore. Accounting for acquisitions possibly
blurs the perception. The broader takeaway is
thatinvestors closely parse filings for evidence
related to incomes, and operations. Analysts
highlight such changes.

With high global and Indian valuations, and
inflows from venture capitalists into Indian
start-ups down nearly 60 per cent year-on-
year in 2025, domestic investors are
conservative. Growth is no longer what
catches their attention. Cash flows do. Hence,
Nykaa’s decision to slow store expansion, PB
Fintech’s emphasis on renewals,

valuations tied to utilisation and yield per
shipment. Digital platforms with repeat-
purchases may resemble FMCG players. The
Q2-FY26 numbers are therefore less a
scorecard than a referendum on business
maturity. The next test will be consistency,
and this will encompass profits, governance,
and competitive resilience. For investors, the
coming quarters will reveal which celebrated
disruptors survive, and which do not, after the

easy money runs out.
A recent article highlights the challenges.
According to one of the experts quoted in it,
the real story is not about revenues

and Eternal’s focus on segmental -

disclosure signal positive signs. @!] 1
Competition adds another layer. ¢ Dlontﬂ’
Zomato, and Blinkit may dominate SINCE 1865 are

quick commerce, but Zepto and

Swiggy grow 15-20 per cent quarter-on-
quarter. Nykaa’s first-mover advantage is
tested by conglomerate muscle. In payments,
PayTM’s regulatory setbacks open spaces for
PhonePe and Google Pay to deepen
integration with UPI Lite and credit on UPI. In
EVs, Ather and TVS iQube nibble at Ola’s share.
The once-clear line between “tech start-ups”
and “traditional companies with tech
ambitions” blurs.

Governance and disclosures, once
peripheral, are central to the investor calculus.
The central bank’s actions against PayTM
payments bank, questions related to related-
party transactions in Honasa Consumer, and
revenue-recognition adjustments in logistics
companies shift attention from marketing
narratives to management credibility.
Investors read the fine print before assigning
multiples. Two broad observations emerge,
less as verdicts and more as plausible
outcomes. First, the new-age sector is entering
a sorting cycle. If profit growth sustains,
capital may move towards platforms with
proven track records. Asset-heavy or
regulatory-exposed peers face multiple
compression or strategic mergers.

Second, the definition of “tech company”
may evolve. EV manufacturers and logistics
players may trade like industrials, with

and profits, but of performance. If
the “bread-and-butter businesses,
the core units... are growing, and
profitable, and these

companies are also adding new
verticals, they will continue to attract investor
interest.” Ironically, the new verticals lead to
losses. Hence, firms need to strategise in the
sense that the contribution of old-core
profitable businesses exceed those of the new
verticals, which guzzle money initially. It is
akin to having 2-3 verticals that make money,
and one that is new, and requires money for
the next 1-2 years.

For example, Swiggy’s core food-delivery
business, according to the article, generates
cash, and subsidises the new verticals, like
quick commerce. The company hopes to raise
10,000 crore to invest in the latter one. In the
case of Urban Company, which offers
professional household services, the quarterly
loss was up from 2 crore to 59 crore, largely
because of the investment in InstaHelp, which
provides services to professionals. Minus this
division, the company, says Abhiraj Singh Bhal,
co-founder, earned an EBIDTA of 10 crore,
which implies that the core business is
profitable.

There is an issue with expectations among
the initial investors, and the later ones,
especially, when a start-up goes public. The
early investors expect quick top-line growth,
or scalability, so that a firm reaches a revenue
level that is attractive to the latter investors,
and allows the initial ones to cash out. But
when a company opts for a listing, the later
investors want to see profits. Hence, there is
always a conflict between the top-line and
bottom-line. As expectations change, the co-
founders are caught in a quandary, whether to
pursue growth or profits, or both. This results
in mismatches.

More importantly, as recent IPOs indicate,
there are variations between institutional and
retail investors while the firms get listed. The
former are willing to wait, and are not
bothered about valuation issues. The latter
wish to see instant gains, and believe in
instant gratification, and bet on listing gains.
Hence, the discounted post-IPO stock prices
enrage, and worry the small investors. This
leads to debates about valuations, and the
role of the regulator, as has happened in India
in the recent past. The listed start-ups begin a
new journey that is saddled with quarterly
demands.

Back in the 1980s when | was a post-
graduate student pursuing economics at
the Gokhale Institute in Pune, we were
perhaps the last of the batch to listen to
guest lectures by the late VM Dandekar.
Dandekar pioneered the art of measuring
poverty in India in 1971, and used 1960-61
official data. His calculations focused on
calorie consumption, or rather food
consumption, as the primary barometer
that defined the poverty line based on
variable estimates in urban and rural India.
By the time we were
listening to his
lectures, this was
replaced by
suggestions  from
other committees.
The issue is
relevant  decades
later because getting
a fix on poverty
levels is still a tricky
one, and includes
varied approaches.

Sutanu Guru

. Recently, Kerala
Author, Journalist announced that it
and Academician had eradicated

extreme poverty in
the state. Official and global figures clash
about the number of poor people in the
country, or other nations. No one knows for
sure. Experts cherry-pick the data to suit
their conclusions. So do the policy-makers
to justify their actions and decisions.
Poverty is one of the most contentious and
debatable subjects.

During my student days, perhaps along
with poverty measurement, figuring out
the size of the black economy, or black
money, in India was another intense
academic exercise. Since the economic
reforms, the black economy does figure in
some studies, and a few official reports
exist, but there is a consensus of sorts,
rightly or wrongly, that it has reduced in the
past three decades. in the country. Yet, the
figures that emerge from scandals and
scams seem unbelievable.

But poverty is another issue. The
Lakhdawala committee improved upon
what Dandekar did, and proposed items of
consumption that needed to be included in
the poverty basket. A year after the Harshad
Mehta scandal in 1992, another committee
was formed, but the focus remained on
calorie intake. In the 2000s, the Suresh
Tendulkar committee was appointed,
which was followed by the Rangarajan
committee (2014). Over a period of more
than four decades, poverty measurement

Fifty shades of Indian poverty

underwent a radical change.
While calorie intake was considered a
sufficient, though not complete, way to
capture poverty, economists argued that
families or households, rich or poor,
consumed other goods apart from food.
These included crucial areas such as
transportation, education, and other
important requirements. Some of them
were put in the expenditure basket of a
household to estimate the minimum
budget. This position was adopted by the
World Bank, which started from a need of $1
a day, and increased it to $4.2 per capita.
Kerala added a twist with the mention of
extreme poverty, which entails a different
definition. The World Bank states that a per
capita spend of $2.15 or less implies a
situation of extreme poverty. The $4.2
figure we mentioned earlier is a measure
for middle-income nations.

[ A e T F itk o b 5

are 2-3-4 dependents. However, central and
state governments continue to generate
newspaper and TV headlines, with claims of
successful elimination of poverty from
some regions, a dramatic decrease in the
levels, or that 500 million Indians escaped
poverty over the last three decades, which
has transformed the country into a
successful middle-income one.

I personally prefer the measurement
developed and proposed by the NITI Aayog
in 2021, which is called the
Multidimensional Poverty Index. It does
account for expenditures. It considers other
elements such as health, education, and
nutrition. But there are at least eight other
parameters, which are related to access to
basic services or infrastructure such as
housing, electricity, piped drinking water,
and bank accounts. By this definition, by
the end of 2023 only 11 per cent

countries. By the latter figure,
the number of poor in India is
close to a quarter of its
population. It implies that
anyone who cannot spend more than %375
a day is poor. Which seems adequate, or
higher, and depends on which side of the
ideology you swing towards.

A spend of %375 a day translates into
more than<11,000 a month. Since it is a per-
person cost, it means an income of at least
320,000 a month, if there are two earning
members. Now, a complexity enters if there

of Indians lived in poverty. The
state-level range varied from
virtually zero in Kerala, and 30
per cent in Bihar.
Unfortunately, NITI Aayog has not
updated the index after 2023. One hopes
that the exercise has not been abandoned
for political or economic, or other reasons.
India has changed over the decades. The
poor, like the rich and middle-class, have
new aspirations and dreams, and pursue
them too. Recently, | heard a story about a
family in Mumbai, where a poor butcher

father, who lived in a chawl, graduated to
being a bus conductor, took education
loans to make his daughter an engineer,
who now works in Europe, and built a
seemingly-palatial house in the chawl. This
family may be poor once, but its
expenditure, or budget, was not typical of a
poor family.

As of now, according to a website that
caters to IAS aspirants, there are several
global and Indian measurements. The
Global Multidimensional Poverty Index is
released by the United Nations, and Oxford
Poverty and Human Development
Initiative, and puts India’s poverty at just
over 16 per cent in 2021. We have talked
about the World Bank, and the NITI Aayog,
apart from which the Indian Economic
Survey constructs a Bare Necessities Index,
which includes 26 indicators in five areas.
Hence, what we have are different figures
that are bandied around by interest groups
to support their claims.

More importantly, as the pandemic
proved, poverty is not static but a dynamic
issue. Putting assumptions, which are
updated after a few years does not help,
when things change rapidly, and within
days and weeks. Post-Covid, suddenly, the
concept of the poor changes across the
world, and especially in India. As
employees lost jobs, and this was more
prevalent among migrants and
unorganised labour, incomes vanished.
Even the middle-class families began to see
themselves as poor, as they were unable to
pay EMIs, or afford the normal goods and
services that they took for granted.

Hence, there are biases that creep in
inadvertently, or deliberately. For example,
as per a recent article, poverty measures
during Covid served two purposes: Tracking
and treatment. Tracking was to count the
numbers. Treatment was aimed to
understand who qualified for the welfare
schemes like free vaccination, and food
rations. The latter leads to ‘false negative,’
when we “wrongly declare someone who
truly needs assistance to be ineligible.” It
results in ‘false positive,, when we “give
assistance to someone who in reality is not
needy, even though the numbers seem to
fit the official definition.”

The author has worked for leading media houses,
authored two books, and is now Executive Director,
C Voter Foundation



BHUBANESWAR | FRIDAY | NOVEMBER 14, 2025

The Pioneer &

BUSINESS j8|

Urgent Need for A National Mission to Harness Biogas Potential

DEEPAK
GUPTA

We have seen both the tremendous
potential of biogas and our under-
whelming performance in exploiting it.
This opportunity now requires a
National Biogas Mission that aligns
policy and implementation in a system-
atically coordinated and integrated
manner.

Since the principal off taker and
demand creator for biogas and the
largest beneficiary in terms of import
and subsidy savings — will be the petro-
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tions derived from residues and support
evening-peak biogas power where
appropriate. A new bio-energy author-
ity may be premature; instead, a high-
level Mission Steering Committee at
Secretary level, supported by a compact
mission secretariat, should be constitut-
ed, with industry and technical experts
co-opted for continuous feedback and
course correction.

The Committee should meet
monthly for the first three years, with
quarterly reviews by a ministerial
panel chaired by the Prime Minister;
once policies and execution pipelines
stabilise, this cadence can be relaxed.
The mission document itself should be
prepared within six months by an
expert group and financed initially
from the petroleum regulator”s

WORLD BIOGAS
ASSOCIATION

'S

CONGRESS 2025
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leum sector, the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas should lead. MNRE
should anchor technology standards,
capital support and carbon accounting,
and lead the decentralised household
biogas programme.

MoHUA must enable municipal con-
tracts for source segregation with
escrowed tipping-fees and ensure land
is made available for processing plants.

The Ministry of Agriculture must drive
standards and pricing for digestate so
fermented organic manure (FOM) has a
reliable market and farmer”s benefit.
The Ministry of Power can facilitate the
sale and use of pellets or torrefied frac-

budget. The document must set
ambitious but arithmetic-sound goals
that the system can deliver: by 2030,
India will produce 5 million tonnes per
annum (MMTPA) of CBG through
500-1,000 operating plants integrat-
ed with city gas and residue clusters;
by 2035, production will rise to 10
MMTPA of CBG, driven by wider urban
MSW and STP retrofits and scaled
agricultural residue clusters.

These totals reflect realistic per-plant
outputs and commissioning realities
and will translate into substantial direct
and indirect employment across collec-
tion, O and M, slurry processing, logis-

tics and grid services. Project readiness
should proceed in parallel, so execution
begins the day the mission is notified.

Location-specific detailed project
reports should be commissioned imme-
diately — covering 200 agri residues
potential hot spots, 100 cities for MSW-
to-CBG, 100 sewage treatment plants for

Y

Mr Deepak Gupta, IAS (Retd),
Ex-Secretary, Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy and
Ex-Chairman, UPSC
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anaerobic digestion and gas-use (includ-
ing retrofits), 100 rural residue clusters,
and 200 slurry hubs for household-
biogas catchments — using a panel of
10-15 qualified consultants working to
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standardised briefs and SOPs. These
briefs must specify land identification
and transfer modalities, interconnection
to city-gas injection nodes, feedstock
aggregation mechanics, operations and
maintenance regimes and measure-

ment, reporting and verification for
both gas injection and methane-
abatement benefits.

A best-practice manual should be
issued and mandatory training and cer-
tification required for key plant roles, so
capacity keeps pace with investment.
Funding must be catalytic and
performance linked.

Beyond initial support for the expert
group and secretariat, a ring-fenced
National Biogas Acceleration Fund
should be established to crowd-in
private capital using targeted
instruments — capital financial
assistance against verified commis-
sioning, market development assis-
tance for certified FOM, partial
-risk guarantees for municipal

PPPs backed by escrowed tipping-fees,
viability-gap support for cluster spur
pipelines and injection nodes and pass-
through of eligible carbon revenues for
verified methane abatement.
Disbursements should be tied strictly to
outcomes — gas injected into the grid,
certified FOM sold to approved
buyers and documented methane
reductions — so public money pays only
for real delivery.

With Governance, finance and execu-
tion thus aligned, the biogas mission can
move from aspiration to scale: 5 MMTPA
by 2030, 10 MMTPA by 2035, cleaner
cities and fields, healthier soils,
reduced import dependence and a
robust domestic industry built on
waste-to-wealth.

Noida International Airport to commence
operatlons soon: Tata PrOJects

India’s PVC resin imports contain carcinogens
up to 5 times of safety limits, warns report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

step by the Government is
strengthening consumer

go into it,”
statement.

according to a
The C-DEP

to 3 ppm, ensuring safety in
water and food-contact

India faces a significant
public health risk from poor-
quality PVC resin imports
containing carcinogenic
compounds at levels up to
five times higher than global
safety limits, a report by
the Centre for Domestic
Economy Policy Research
(C-DEP.in) said on Thursday.
The report, launched at IIT
Delhi, revealed that import-
ed PVC resin contains high
levels of Residual Vinyl
Chloride Monomer (RVCM),
classified as a Category
1A carcinogen by the
International Agency for
Research on Cancer. PVC
currently accounts for nearly
30 per cent of India”s
economy, with widespread
use in water, sanitation,
irrigation, healthcare,
construction, and
infrastructure sectors.

The Government”s proposed
Quality Control Order (QCO)
on PVCresin, first notified in
August 2024, has been
deferred three times and is
now scheduled for enforce-
ment in December 2025, the
report said. “The Modi
Government has been cham-
pioning the Zero Defect, Zero
Effect by adopting Quality
Control Order. Such a policy

safety and industrial stan-
dards while promoting
exports from India that are
dependable and of high
quality,” said Dr Jaijit
Bhattacharya, President
of C-DEP.in.

Speaking at the launch,
Anil Sharma of the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch said, “Quality
Control Orders should not
be limited to finished
goods alone, it is equally or
more important to cover
raw materials as the quality
of a final product is only as
strong as the materials that
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research indicates that over
39 overseas players have
already procured the
required BIS certification to
export to India, making BIS-
certified capacity 3.4 times
the current domestic
demand for PVC.

Full enforcement of the
standard, therefore, would
not disrupt supply, the
report states. Countries such
as the United States,
European Union and
Thailand regulate RVCM
levels in PVC resin within a
stnngent range of 0.5 ppm

applications. India, however,
does not yet have a binding
national limit on RVCM,
which has allowed
imports of PVC resin from
China with concentrations
reported between 5 ppm
and 10 ppm.

“The Swadeshi Jagran
Manch is committed to
achieving a self-reliant
India. We are focused on
prioritising the protection
of domestic industries
and actively encouraging
the use of indigenous
products,” Sharma added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Tata Projects, the infrastructure and
construction arm of Tata Group, on
Thursday said the upcoming Noida
International Airport at Jewar, in
Uttar Pradesh, will soon begin
operations and asserted that the
approvals are in progress.

Tata Projects Ltd was given the con-
tract to build the Noida International
Airport (NIA). “Noida International
Airport Ltd is working with DGCA
(Directorate General of Civil Aviation) to
get safety, security clearances, the aero-
drome license, as they call it. So now it
is into more regulatory approval process
rather than the construction.

“So by and large our work is ready for

x ]

the Prime Minister to come and inaugu-
rate,” Vinayak Pai, the CEO and Managing
Director of Tata Projects, said during a
press meet. Replying to a question, Pai
said that the airport is expected to begin
operations “in a short period of time”.

The company, he said, is definitely
adding new projects to its portfolio, so
itaims to maintain the order book in the
range of%40,000 crore to 343,000 crore.
The company is engaged in more pro-
jects in emerging areas such as 4th gen-
eration manufacturing, electronic semi-
conductor manufacturing, solar panel
manufacturing and data centres. “So our
average cycle time is reducing. Many of
these projects get completed in 18
months to two years. We are known for
our fast track project delivery, pre-
dictable project delivery and we want

—

to maintain that special edge,” he
explained. The company had reported
a net loss of 751 crore in the last
financial year. On this, Pai said, “These
losses are on account of the cumulative
effect of projects which were
going on during Covid and before
that. So a lot of those projects are now
getting completed.

“Our portfolio of new projects is
steadily profitable. Old projects will be
completed this year. From next year, it
will be the new portfolio which will
reflect in the result, and you will see a
very good reflection of that in the prof-
itability.” Tata Projects, a technology-led
engineering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) company, provides ready-
to-deploy solutions for semiconductor
facilities, giga factories, data centres, etc.

Warmer, more conversational:
OpenAl rolls out GPT-5.1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

OpenAl has announced the
rollout of GPT-5.1 that the
company promises is more
conversational and warmer
by default. The upgrade
packs in more intuitive and
effective controls “so ChatGPT
can better match the tone
users want in responses,”
OpenAl said.

“We’re upgrading GPT-5
while making it easier to cus-
tomise ChatGPT. Starting to
roll out today to everyone,
beginning with paid users,” it
said in a blogpost. According
to OpenAl, GPT-5.1 improves
on both intelligence and
communication style.

It has two variants, the
GPT-5.1 Instant, ChatGPT’s
most used model, that is
now warmer by default, more
conversational, and better
at following instructions;
and GPT-5.1 Thinking, the

@Opew

advanced reasoning model,
that the company promises is
easier to understand, faster
on simple tasks and more
persistent on complex ones.

GPT-5.1 Thinking offers
responses that are clearer,
with less jargon and fewer
undefined terms, OpenAl
said. In a post on X, OpenAl
Co-Founder and CEO Sam
Altman said “GPT-5.1 is out!
It”s a nice upgrade”.

Altman added that he par-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Revoking QCOs to benefit textile sector: CITI

Yy

ticularly likes improvements
in instruction following
and the adaptive thinking.
“The intelligence and style
improvements are good too,”
Altman wrote.

OpenAl has made it easier
to customise ChatGPT, he
said, pointing out that
users can pick from
presets (default, friendly,
efficient, professional,
candid, or quirky), even tune
it themselves.

The Government’s move to rescind
the quality control orders (QCOs) on
polyester fibre and polyester yarn
is a “pro-growth measure” which will
hugely benefit the country”s textile
and apparel sector, the
Confederation of Indian Textile
Industry (CITI) said on Thursday.

The Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers on
Wednesday issued a notification
pertaining to withdrawal of the
QCOs, a move which is expected
to ease compliance burden for textile
product manufacturers while
sourcing raw material.

“The rescinding of the Quality
Control Orders (QCOs) on polyester
fibre and polyester yarn comes as a
great relief, as it has been a long-
awaited demand of all the user
industries,” CITI Chairman Ashwin
Chandran said. “Polyester fibre and
polyester yarn form most of the man-
made fibre (MMF) products, and
hence, this measure by the author-
ities will contribute to the growth of
the MMF segment in India,” he
added. Chandran said the removal of

these QCOs will improve the cost
competitiveness of Indian textile
and apparel products by making it
easier to obtain raw materials at
internationally competitive prices.
“Coupled with the export package
announced on November 12, the
rescinding of these QCOs will act as
a huge confidence-booster for the

textile and apparel sector,” the CITI
Chairman pointed out. Although the
global textile and apparel arena is
dominated by MMF, it is the other
way round in India, where cotton
dominates.

Chandran said that given the
Government”s steadfast commit-
ment to the growth of the textile and

.h' I
et
apparel sector, it could be helpful if
authorities could also
consider providing similar relief on
the QCO front for viscose fibre and
other cellulosic raw materials.
India aims to create a
$350-billion textile and apparel
industry by 2030, with exports con-
tributing $100 billion.
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SOUTH SUDAN

President fires
VP Bol

South Sudan's President
has dismissed Vice
President Benjamin Bol,
who had been considered
a prospective successor,
without explanation after
growing concerns about
renewed violence in the
country. President Salva
Kiir's decision to remove
Bol was announced in a
decree on state television
on Wednesday night. Calls
to Bol's spokesperson
were unanswered. Bol was
a close business associate
of Kiir and had been
sanctioned by the US for
corruption. His dismissal
is expected to reignite
tension in the Capital,
Juba. There had been
speculation of tension in
the ruling party after the
number of Bol's
bodyguards was reduced,
but his office dismissed it
as “unfounded rumors.”
Bol was also removed as
first deputy chairman of
the ruling party, a position
he received in May, which
had demonstrated his
growing influence.

[ UK |
Delhi blast
condemned

Britain's Deputy Prime
Minister, David Lammy,
and British Indian
minister for the Indo-
Pacific Seema Malhotra
have expressed their
condolences to all those
impacted by the terrorist
attack in Delhi, which
claimed 12 lives after a
car explosion near Red
Fort Metro station. At a
special event in honour
of the bilateral
partnership hosted by
the UK's Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development (FCDO) in
London on Wednesday
evening, Lammy
described India as one
of the UK’s most
important partners . He
said the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA)
clinched during Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s UK visit in July
marked a new chapter
for the partnership, “not
just economically, but in
securing a safer, more
prosperous future for
both our countries”.

Botswana handsover cheetahs to Pre51dent Murmu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B GABORONE

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday was symbolical-
ly handed over eight chee-
tahs by her Botswana coun-
terpart Duma Gideon Boko at
anature reserve near here on
the last day of her State visit.

The two heads of State
reached the Mokolodi Nature
Reserve, about 10 kms south
of capital Gaborone, earlier in
the morning and took a safari
vehicle to witness the event
of two captured big
cats being released into a
quarantine pen.

Wildlife officials from India
and Botswana also briefed
Murmu and Boko about the
procedure. Officials said all
the eight cheetahs are in the
reserve and only two were
released for quarantine in the
presence of the heads of
state as a symbolic gesture of
handing over them to India
by Botswana.

The cheetahs, a mix of
adult and sub-adult males
and females, have been
brought to the nature reserve
from the Ghanzi town
located in the Kalahari desert,
that forms 70 per cent of the
landmass of this southern
Africa located country.

The Mokolodi reserve,
spread over 3,700 hectares, is
a private not-for-profit game
reserve that was created in
1994. It is inhabited by rhinoc-
eros, giraffes and a variety of
indigenous African bird and
reptile species, some of
which are rare and vulnera-
ble to the threat of extinction,
as per official information. All
eight cheetahs are expected
toreach India in the next few
weeks after completion of
their quarantine process.
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President Droupadi Murmu with Botswana’s President Duma Gideon Boko and others during the release of captured cheetahs at a nature reserve in
Gaborone, Botswana. The event marked the symbolic handing over of 8 Cheetahs to India

PTI

Murmu is on a three-day
state visit to Botswana which
concludes on Thursday.
The translocation of the
cheetahs from Botswana to
India as part of the Project
Cheetah was announced by
the two presidents on
Wednesday during a press
briefing after holding delega-
tion level talks at Boko’s
office. Murmu thanked the
African nation for the endeav-
our in wildlife conservation
and assured that India will
take “good care” of the chee-
tahs. Boko said his country’s
move to donate the cheetahs
will assist regeneration of the
population of the big cat in
India. India’s cheetah re-
introduction story began on
September 17, 2022 when

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi released eight chee-
tahs brought from Namibia
into a special enclosure at
Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh, marking
the world’s first interconti-
nental relocation of a large
wild carnivore species.
India later imported 12
more cheetahs from South
Africa in February 2023. Three
years into the ambitious
revival programme, the
country now has 27 cheetahs,
including 16 born on Indian
soil. Of them, 24 are at Kuno
and three are at the Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
(GSWS), located on the
boundary of Mandsaur and
Neemuch districts in Madhya
Pradesh. Nineteen cheetahs

-nine imported adults and 10
cubs born in India - have died
from various causes since
the project began, while 26
cubs have been born in Kuno
so far. After importing 20
animals from Africa, India
currently has a net gain of
seven cheetahs over the
initial number.

Murmu leads Indian
community in Botswana

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday led the Indian
community Botswana to pay
condolences to the victims of
the recent blast in Delhi. A
high-intensity blast outside
the Red Fort in Delhi on
Monday claimed at least 13
lives. President Murmu,
during her interaction with

the members of the Indian
diaspora on the last day of
her three-day State Visit,
expressed her heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of
those who lost their lives
and wished for a quick recov-
ery of the injured.

After the National Anthem
and an introductory
welcome by Indian High
Commissioner to Botswana,
Bharath Kumar Kuthati,
Murmu asked the members
of the Indian community in
the hall to pay respect to the
departed souls. The gathering
stood up and remained silent
for a minute. The Indian com-
munity in Botswana is about
10,000 strong and engaged in
sectors such as education,
health and other trades.

President Trump signs
bill ending shutdown

President Donald Trump signs the funding bill to reopen the Government, in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Washington

President Donald Trump
signed a government funding
bill on Wednesday night,
ending a record 43-day shut-
down that caused financial
stress for federal workers
who went without pay-
checks, stranded scores of
travellers at airports and gen-
erated long lines at some
food banks.

The shutdown magnified
partisan divisions in
Washington as Trump took
unprecedented unilateral
actions — including can-
celling projects and trying to
fire federal workers — to
pressure Democrats into
relenting on their demands.

The Republican president
blamed the situation on
Democrats and suggested
voters shouldn’t reward the
party during next year’s
midterm elections. “So I just
want to tell the American

people, you should not forget
this,” Trump said. “When we
come up to midterms and
other things, don’t forget
what they’ve done to our
country.” The signing ceremo-
ny came just hours after the
House passed the measure
on a mostly party-line vote of
222-209. The Senate had
already passed the measure
Monday. Democrats wanted
to extend an enhanced tax
credit expiring at the end of
the year that lowers the cost
of health coverage obtained
through Affordable Care Act
marketplaces. They refused
to go along with a short-
term spending bill that did
not include that priority.

“We told you 43 days ago
from bitter experience that
government shutdowns don’t
work,” said Tom Cole, the
Republican chairman of the
House Appropriations
Committee. "They never
achieve the objective that
you announce.

G7 diplomats publicly show support for Ukraine

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Niagara-on-the-Lake

Top diplomats from the Group
of Seven industrialized
democracies publicly showed
their consensus on Ukraine
and Sudan on Wednesday,
but stayed away from con-
tentious issues like the US
Military strikes on boats in the
Caribbean and trade.

The foreign ministers of
the G7 met with Ukraine’s
foreign minister on
Wednesday as Kyiv tries to
fend off Russian aerial
attacks that have brought
rolling blackouts across the
country. Andriy Sybiha said
Ukraine needs the support of
its partners to survive what
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will be a “very difficult, very
tough winter.” “We have to
move forward to pressure
Russia, to raise the price for
the aggression, for Russia, for
(Russian President Vladimir)
Putin, to end this war,”

Sybiha said. The G7 ministers
said in a joint statement at
the conclusion of the two-
day gathering that they are
increasing the economic
costs to Russia and exploring
measures against those who

finance Russia’s war efforts.

Canada announced more
sanctions against Russia,
including targeting those
involved in the development
and deployment of drones,
and Britain, a day earlier,
pledged money for Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio made no imme-
diate announcements about
new U.S. Initiatives but said
on social media that the
meeting delved into ways “to
strengthen Ukraine’s defense
and find an end to this
bloody conflict.” “We are
doing whatever is necessary
to support Ukraine,”
Canadian Foreign Minister
Anita Anand said.

Rubio terms Delhi blast a terrorist attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has said the car explo-
sion near Red Fort is “clearly”
a terrorist attack as he com-
mended India for being “very
measured” and “very profes-
sional” in the way it is inves-
tigating the deadly incident.
A high-intensity blast
outside the Red Fort in Delhi
on Monday claimed at least 13
lives. India on Wednesday
termed the car explosion as
a “heinous terror incident.”
Rubio said Wednesday in
remarks to the press in
Hamilton, Canada: “Yeah,
we're aware of the potential
that that holds. But I think the
Indians are - need to be
commended; they have been
very measured and cautious
and very professional in how
they're carrying out this inves-
tigation.” “That investigation
continues. Clearly, it was a
terrorist attack. It was a car
loaded with highly explosive

materials that detonated and
killed a lot of people,” Rubio
said. “(But) I think they're
doing a very good job of car-
rying out an investigation;
and I think when they have
facts, they'll release those
facts,” Rubio, who was asked
about the Red Fort explo-
sion in Delhi and how con-
cerned he was about rising
tensions between India and
Pakistan, against the back-
drop of the four-day conflict
between the two neighbours
in May, said. India had

launched Operation Sindoor
targeting terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan in retaliation
for the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack.

The on-ground hostilities
ended with an understanding
of stopping the military
actions following talks
between the directors
general of military opera-
tions of both sides on May 10.

Rubio also met External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on the margins of the G7
Foreign Ministers Meeting in

Niagara. “But clearly, ... We're
aware of the potential that it
has, and so we spoke about
that a little bit today - the
potential that it has to
become something broader.
But I think we're going to wait
and see what their investiga-
tion reveals,” Rubio said.

He added that the US has
offered to help, but “I think
they're very capable in these
investigations.

They don't need our help.
They're doing a good job, and
I thought they were very mea-
sured and professional in
how they've approached it, as
they usually are.” Following
his meeting with Rubio,
Jaishankar said in a poston X:
“Good to meet @SecRubio
this morning at #G7 FMM.

Appreciate his condolences
on theloss of lives in the blast
in Delhi. Discussed our bilat-
eral ties, focusing on trade and
supply chains. Exchanged
views on the Ukraine conflict,
the Middle East/West Asia sit-
uation and Indo-Pacific.”

Philippine
leader threatens
jail for corrupt

politicians
ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Manila

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos |r said
Thursday that many of at
least 37 senators,
members of Congress
and busnismen implicat-
ed in a corruption scandal
involving flood control
projects would be locked
up in jail by Christmas.

Marcos said an inde-
pendent fact-finding com-
mission he created has
filed criminal complaints
for graft and corruption
and plunder, a non-bail-
able offense, against the
37 suspects. Criminal com-
plaints have also been
filed against 86 construc-
tion company executives
and nine Government offi-
cials for allegedly evading
taxes totalling nearly 9
billion Pesos .

Ukraine: Army chief visits besieged city
as Zelenskyy confronts graft scandal

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Kyiv

Ukraine’s top military com-
mander said on Thursday he
visited troops holding the
frontline in a key eastern city
besieged by Russian forces,
while Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy grap-
pled with the fallout from a
corruption scandal that has
engulfed his administration.

After Zelenskyy’s justice
and energy ministers quit
on Wednesday amid the
investigation into alleged
energy sector graft, the
Government fired the vice
president of Energoatom, the
state-owned nuclear power
company believed by inves-
tigators to be at the centre of
the kickback scheme.

The heads of Energoatom’s
finance, legal and procure-
ment departments and a con-
sultant to Energoatom’s pres-
ident were also dismissed in
the clear-out, Prime Minister
Yuliia Svyrydenko said late on
Wednesday. A Kyiv court has
begun hearing evidence from
anti-corruption watchdogs
whose 15-month investiga-
tion, including 1,000 hours of
wiretaps, has brought the
detention of five people and
implicated another seven in
the scheme that allegedly
earned about $100 million.

Tymur Mindich, a co-owner
of Zelenskyy’s Kvartal 95
media production company,
is the conspiracy’s suspected
mastermind. His where-
abouts are unknown. The
investigation has prompted
questions about what the
country’s highest officials
knew of the scheme. It has
also awakened memories of
Zelenskyy’s attempt last
summer to curtail Ukraine’s
anti-corruption watchdogs.

He backtracked after wide-
spread street protests in
Ukraine and pressure from
the European Union, which
has pushed the country to
address entrenched corrup-

tion.While Ukrainians
expressed anger and disbelief
at the unfolding scandal,
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said the EU would dis-
burse on Thursday a 6 billion
euros ($7 billion) loan to
Ukraine and promised more
money for Kyiv.

“We will cover the financial
needs of Ukraine for the next
two years,” she said in a
speech to the European
Parliament. The EU and other
foreign partners have poured
money into Ukraine’s energy
sector. Russia has relentless-
ly bombarded the power grid,
which requires repeated
repairs. The EU is looking into
how it can come up with
more money for Ukraine,
either by seizing frozen
Russian assets, raising funds
on capital markets, or having

More rain falls in Taiwan
after tropical depression

Hundreds evacuated after

gas leak in Oklahoma
ASSOCIATED PRESS M Weatherford

Hundreds of people were evacuated from a city in Oklahoma
and others were told to shelter in place after a tanker truck
that was leaking in a hotel parking lot spewed a plume of
anhydrous ammonia gas, authorities said Thursday. The gas
release happened shortly before 10 pm Wednesday. People
in the immediate area were in respiratory distress and at
least 36 people were taken to a local hospital, city officials
said at a news conference. At least 500 to 600 people were
in a shelter as of Thursday morning, authorities said. Several
nursing homes were evacuated and schools were closed for
the day. Authorities said the air quality was being monitored
and that the tanker truck was no longer spewing gas.
Anhydrous ammonia is used as a fertiliser to help provide
nitrogen for corn and wheat plants.

some of the 27 EU nations
raise the money themselves.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin “thinks he can outlast
us” in the battle over
Ukraine’s future, nearly four
years after Russia’s all-out
invasion of its neighbour, von
der Leyen said. “And this is a
clear miscalculation,” she
said. “Now is therefore the
moment to come, with a new
impetus, to unlock Putin’s
cynical attempt to buy time
and bring him to the negoti-
ation table.”

Meanwhile, Gen. Oleksandr
Syrskyi, Ukraine’s top mili-
tary commander, visited units
fighting to hold Pokrovsk in
the eastern Donetsk region
and coordinate operations
in person, he said on the
messaging app Telegram.
Ukrainian troops are locked in
street battles with Russian
forces in the city and fighting
to prevent becoming
surrounded by a bigger
Russian force as Russia’s war
of attrition slowly grinds
across the countryside.

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Taipei

More heavy rain fell in parts of Taiwan on Thursday from
a tropical depression that caused flooding and brought a
continued risk of landslides. A total of 95 people

were injured around the island due to the storm that
made landfall in southern Pingtung County on
Wednesday evening. Authorities had evacuated more
than 8,500 people from coastal and mountainous areas
as Fung-wong approached. The depression had sustained
winds of 54 kph near its centre and higher gusts
Thursday. Northern coastal areas around the city of Yilan
have had more than 1.065 metres of rain since Monday.
Heavy rain was expected to continue through on
Thursday near the northeastern port city of Keelung and

around the capital, Taipei.
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Dhaka braces for verdict on Sheikh Hasina

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

A special tribunal in
Bangladesh on Thursday said
it will deliver judgement on
November 17 in a case
against deposed prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina over
alleged crimes against
humanity committed during
the July Uprising.

Hasina, 78, faces multiple
cases in Bangladesh after
being ousted in August last
year following the mass
student-led agitation.
According to a UN rights
office report, up to 1,400
people were killed between
July 15 and August 15 last year
(dubbed as July Uprising) as
Hasina's government
ordered a security crack-
down on protesters.

"Justice Golam Mortuza
Mozumder, chairman of a
three-member panel of the
International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT-BD), set
November 17 for delivering
the verdict,” a lawyer, attend-
ing the tightly secured
special court in the capital,
told. Hasina, her home min-
ister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal and then inspector
general of police (IGP)
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun were tried in the tri-
bunal. The ex-premier and
Kamal were tried in absentia,
with the court declaring

them fugitives. Chief prose-
cutor Mohammad Tajul Islam
has demanded the death
penalty for Hasina, alleging
that she was the "master-
mind and principal archi-
tect" behind the crimes
against humanity committed
during the mass protests
last year.

Hasina's supporters say
the charges against her are
politically motivated. Mamun
faced the trial in person but
emerged as an approver or
state witness. The former
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police chief appeared on the
dock as the ICT-BD chair
Justice Majumder fixed the
date. The tribunal on October
23 concluded the hearing
on the case after over 28
working days, when 54 wit-
nesses testified before the
court describing how efforts
were made to tame last
year's student-led movement
called July Uprising that
toppled Hasina's now dis-
banded Awami League gov-
ernment on August 5, 2024.

Hasina fled Bangladesh

on August 5 last year amid
escalating unrest and is cur-
rently residing in India.
Kamal reportedly also took
refuge in the neighbouring
country. The interim gov-
ernment led by Muhammad
Yunus has sought Hasina's
extradition, but India has
yet to respond to the request.

Security in the capital was
heightened over the “Dhaka
lockdown” call by the Awami
League, coinciding with the
tribunal's announcement of
the verdict date.

Authorities called up army
troops, paramilitary Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and
police in riot gear to spread
a security blanket in and
around the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD)
complex at central Dhaka.

Witnesses and reports
said Dhaka streets looked
unusually empty, though
many commuters stepped
out of their homes and cau-
tiously headed for work-
places and schools.
However, many private insti-

tutions, including private
universities, preferred to
operate online, fearing the
outbreak of violence.
Transport operators said
passenger numbers on long-
haul buses leaving Dhaka
dropped sharply, while the
capital's major Gabtoli bus
terminal remained largely
empty with fewer trips and
delayed departures.

Hasina and the two others
were accused of commit-
ting crimes under five
counts, with the first one
alleging the defendants of
murder, attempted murder,
torture, and other
inhumane acts.

The second count accused
Hasina of ordering the
“extermination” of protest-
ers. Under the third count,
she was accused of making
inflammatory remarks and
ordering the use of
deadly weapons against
protesting students.

Under the rest of the
counts, the defendants were
charged with the shooting
and murder of six unarmed
protesters, including stu-
dents in Dhaka and its
suburbs. In several recent
interviews with majorinter-
national news outlets and
the Indian media,
Hasina called the ICT-BD a
kangaroo court run entirely
by men linked to her
political opponents.

British chefs appeal to
save Indian restaurant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

Some of Britain’s leading
chefs across cuisines on
Thursday came out fighting
in favour of one of London’s
oldest Indian restaurants,
Veeraswamy, which is bat-
tling the threat of losing its
iconic central location on
Regent Street in a lease
extension stand-off.

In an open letter in ‘The
Times’, well-known chefs
and restaurateurs such as
Cyrus Todiwala, Raymond
Blanc and Michel Roux
appealed to the Crown
Estate, landlord of Victory
House, which houses the
Michelin-star restaurant for
nearly 100 years since April
1926, to “act responsibly”.

Last summer,
Veeraswamy owners MW
Eat were informed that its
lease would not be renewed
because the Crown Estate
wants to extend the ground
floor reception area for the
offices on the building’s
upper floors.

The chefs write that con-
verting “such a restaurant
into offices would be sacri-
lege, representing a
profound loss, both for
London’s restaurant scene
and for our tourism
economy, which thrives
on the city’s unique and
diverse landmarks”.

“As the Crown knows, her-
itage cannot be relocated,
nor can history be replaced.
Keeping Veeraswamy alive is
an act of responsibility by the
Crown worthy of London’s
reputation as one of the
world’s great dining and
tourist cities,” they say in the
letter to the newspaper.

The Crown Estate is
owned by the British
monarch “in right of the
Crown”, which means that
the King owns the estate
during his reign, though itis
not his private property.
Therefore, he does not direct-
ly manage or make deci-
sions about its assets, and
the estate pays its profits into
the UK Government's coffers.

“We have nurtured it,
nourished it, and kept it
apace with the times. It’s
probably the oldest surviving
restaurantin the world now
with such arich history, and
will be a tragedy if it were to
lose its location,” said Ranjit
Mathrani, whose MW Eat
group with sisters Namita
and Camellia Panjabi oper-
ates other popular Indian
diners in London, including
Chutney Mary and Amaya.

Veeraswamy was founded
by Edward Palmer, the great-
grandson of General William
Palmer, who was the Military
and private secretary to
Warren Hastings - the first
Governor General of India -
and Mughal Princess Faisan
Nissa Begum.

Palmer is said to have
been greatly influenced by
his great-grandmother when
devising the first menu. “Our
guests have included her
late majesty the Queen
(Elizabeth 11), the Princess
Royale (Princess Anne), and
other overseas royals. The
Crown Estate declined to
extend our lease past 24
June, and require us to
vacate, ostensibly to enable
them to take back and use
parts of our restaurant on the
ground and first floors for
their development plans,”
said Mathrani.

Cambodia evacuates village on dlsputed border

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Phnom Penh (Cambodia)

Cambodia on Thursday evac-
uated hundreds of people
from avillage along its disput-
ed border with Thailand, a day
after one of its residents was
reported killed when shooting
between the two nations
broke out there.

Wednesday’s shooting
occurred two days after a
Thai soldier lost a foot to a
land mine while patrolling
another area of the border.
Thailand blamed Cambodia
for the blast and announced
it was suspending honouring
the terms of a ceasefire partly
brokered by US President
Donald Trump.

Territorial disputes over
exactly where the border lies
between the Southeast Asian
neighbours led to five days of
armed conflict in late July
that killed dozens of soldiers
and civilians. But tensions
remained high. Many terms of
a more detailed truce agree-
ment signed last month have

not yet been implemented.
A Cambodian man identi-
fied as Dy Nai was reported-
ly killed in a shooting on
Wednesday, while three other
people were wounded.
About 250 families from
Prey Chan village in
Cambodia’s northwestern
province of Banteay
Meanchey, where the shoot-
ing took place, were evacuat-
ed to a Buddhist temple about
30 kilometres (18 miles) from

the border, said Ly
Sovannarith, the provincial
vice governor.

The same village was the
site ofaviolent but not lethal
confrontation in September
between Thai security person-
neland Cambodian villagers.

The Cambodian Defence
Ministry on Thursday led
members of a team assigned
to monitor the ceasefire at the
border. The observer team
included officials from the

Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet on Wednesday
called for an independent
investigation into the inci-
dent to bring justice to those
affected by the shooting.

The ceasefire appeared to
be breaking down after the
landmine explosion earlier
this week. Thailand accused
Cambodia of laying new
mines in violation of the truce,
which Cambodia denied.
Thailand said it would pause
implementation of the agree-
ment indefinitely. It also
demanded that Cambodia
apologise, conduct a thor-
ough investigation and
prevent such incidents in the
future.

Hun Manet said the shoot-
ing occurred after Thai forces
engaged in “numerous
provocative actions for many
days with the objective of
instigating confrontations.”
He added that Cambodia
would still honour the cease-
fire terms.

Travel restriction on Nepal’s
ex-police chief Khapung

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Kathmandu

Ahigh level commission
formed to investigate the
incidents related to Gen Z
protests on September 8 and 9
that led to regime change in
Nepal on Thursday restricted
the country’s former police
chief from travelling abroad.

A meeting of the
commission, headed by Gauri
Bahadur Karki, decided to
impose the travel restriction on
former Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Chandra Kuber
Khapung, whose term ended
on Monday, prohibiting him
from leaving the Kathmandu
Valley without the
commission’s permission.
“Since former IGP Chandra
Kuber Khapung may be
required to appear before the
commission at any time in
connection with the
investigation into the incidents
of September 8 and 9,

restrictions have been
imposed on his foreign travel
and movement outside the
valley with immediate effect,”
read a statement issued by the
commission’s spokesperson
Bigyan Raj Sharma.Khapung
cannot travel without prior
approval from the commission.
The commission has already
restricted the then prime
minister K P Sharma Oli and
then Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak from leaving
Kathmandu valley. On
September 8, the first day of
the Gen-Z protests, as many as
22 protesters were killed
during the police firing on
youths demanding lifting of a
ban on social media and
protesting corruption and
political disorder in the
country. In total, 76 people
were killed during the
September 8 and 9 violent
protests that ultimately
led to the ouster of the
Oli Government.

Ismaili Centre in the US
inaugurated in Houston

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Houston

The first-ever Ismaili Centre in
the United States was
inaugurated in Houston,
marking a milestone for the
city's cultural landscape and
the global Ismaili community.
Mawlana Hazar Imam, His
Highness the Aga Khan V,
50th hereditary Imam of the
Shia Ismaili Muslim
community, inaugurated the
centre on November 6. The
ceremony was attended by
John Whitmire, Mayor of
Houston, Princes Amyn,
Hussain, and Aly Muhammad,
members of the US Congress,

Suicide bomber was
Afghan: Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Islamabad

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Thursday
said that the suicide bomber
involved in the deadly
Islamabad bombing was an
Afghan national.

Atleast 12 people were killed
on Tuesday when a suicide
bomber detonated his explo-
sives near the entrance of a
court in the G-11 area of the
capital. After visiting the attack
site, Naqvi had announced to
identify the bomber before
pointing fingers in any direc-
tion. Addressing the Senate on
Thursday, Naqvi said that
authorities have identified the
attackers as well as those
involved in the Islamabad
bombing. “We have traced
the attacker. suicide bomber
is an Afghan national,” he said.
The minister also said that the
suicide bombers involved in

the Wana Cadet College attack
in South Waziristan district this
week were also from
Afghanistan.

He also announced that
action would be taken at an
appropriate level.

Six people were injured on
Monday after a suicide bomber
detonated explosives at the
main gate of the Wana Cadet
College in South Waziristan,
bordering Afghanistan.

Replying to a question
outside the parliament, Naqvi
rejected the idea of talks with
militants. “How can we talk to
them when they are throwing
bombs on us? It is not possi-
ble,” he said. Separately,
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
said that terrorism increased
after the Taliban came to
power.“There is total goodwill
from Pakistan, but every week
we have to shoulder the dead
bodies of our soldiers and
people,” Dar told the Senate.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Ankara(Turkey)

Turkey has temporarily
grounded its C-130 military
cargo planes as a precaution,
the Defence Ministry
announced on Thursday, fol-
lowing a crash in Georgia
that claimed the lives of all
20 military personnel on
board. The cargo plane was
flying from Ganja, Azerbaijan
to Turkey when it crashed in
Georgia’s Sighnaghi munic-
ipality, close to the
Azerbaijani border, on
Tuesday. The cause of the
crash is being investigated.

The military personnel
were part of a unit responsi-
ble for the maintenance and
repair of Turkish F-16 jets that
had flown to Azerbaijan to
participate in that country’s
Victory Day celebrations.
The event marked
Azerbaijan’s 2020 military

success over Armenia for
control of the Karabakh
region, known international-
ly as Nagorno-Karabakh, a
conflict that had lasted
nearly four decades.

The National Defence
Ministry said C-130 flights

Over 328 Indian fishermen
arrested by Sri Lankan navy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Colombo

At least 328 Indian fishermen have been arrested and 41
trawlers seized so far this year for allegedly fishing in Sri
Lankan waters, a minister said here Thursday. Deputy
minister of fisheries Rathna Gamage said Sri Lanka has
intensified the operations to stop “illegal fishing” by Indian
trawlers in the international maritime border. Pointing out
that there has been an increase in arrests of Indian fishermen
for poaching this year, Gamage told reporters that so far 328
Indian fishermen have been arrested and their 41 trawlers
have been seized by the Sri Lankan Navy. Such operations are
jointly carried out by the Fisheries Ministry and the Police.
Destructive fishing methods deployed by foreign fishermen
who poach in the Lankan waters poses a threat to local

fishermen, the minister said.

Texas legislators, and
representatives of interfaith
and civic organisations. An
Ismaili Centre is a place of
worship, social, and cultural
gathering for Ismaili Muslims.
Set on more than nine acres
near Buffalo Bayou, the
150,000-square-foot facility
joins six previous Ismaili
Centres worldwide — i
London, Vancouver, Toronto,
Lisbon, Dubai, and Dushanbe.
It is designed by architect
Farshid Moussavi and
landscape architect Thomas
Woltz, blending modern
design with Islamic
architectural elements and is
built to LEED Gold
environmental standards.

were temporarily suspend-
ed to allow the aircraft to
undergo detailed technical
inspections. Only those who
successfully pass the checks
would be allowed to resume
flying, the ministry said in a
statement. C-130 military

Turkey temporarily grounds C-130 planes
after crash Kills 20 military personnel

cargo planes are widely used
by Turkey’s armed forces
for transporting personnel
and handling logistical oper-
ations. Turkey dispatched
an accident investigation
team to determine the cause
of the crash. The ministry
said the plane’s flight data
recorder and cockpit voice
data recorder were sent to
Turkey and were under
examination in Ankara.
The aircraft was pur-
chased from Saudi Arabia in
2012 and was added to
Turkey’s Air Force inventory
in 2014 after undergoing
maintenance procedures. It
later underwent modernisa-
tion and had been in use
since 2022. Its most recent
scheduled maintenance was
completed on October 12,
the ministry said. The min-
istry said there was no
ammunition on board the
aircraft when it crashed.

Indian Sikh pilgrims depart
after 10-day visit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Lahore

Over 2,000 Indian Sikh pilgrims, who were in Pakistan for
a 10-day visit to attend events related to the 556th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, left for India on Thursday
under high security. The main event was held on
November 5 at Gurdwara Janamasthan Nankana Sahib,
some 80 kms from Lahore, the place where Guru Nanak
was born. “The Indian Sikhs who were staying at Gurdwara
Dera Sahib, Lahore, in the last leg of their visit, were taken
to Wagah check post on Thursday with security provided by
police and Pakistan Rangers (para military),” said Evacuee
Trust Property Board (ETPB) Additional Secretary Nasir
Mushtaq in a statement. The ETPB looks after holy places of
minorities in the country. The pilgrims had entered
Pakistan via the same Wagah border last week.
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Godrej Agrovet to invest
%70 cr in Andhra Pradesh

Godrej Agrovet Ltd on Thursday signed a non-binding
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Andhra
Pradesh state government to invest 370 crore to expand
dairy processing capacity and establish farmer support
centres. The investment will go toward expanding dairy
processing and value-added product facilities through
its wholly owned subsidiary Creamline Dairy Products
Ltd, which operates under the Godrej Jersey brand, and
setting up five new Samadhan Centers — a one-stop
service hubs for oil palm farmers.

The MoU was signed in the presence of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu, along

with Sunil Kataria, Managing

Director and CEO of Godrej

Agrovet, and Rakesh Swami, Group President of
Corporate Affairs at Godrej Industries Group, according

to a regulatory filing.

Minister felicitates winners
at NDRF competltlon

MoS Home Affairs Nityananda Rai at NDRF function

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
successfully conducted
the Closing Ceremony of
the First-ever National-
Level CBRN (Chemical,
Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear) Capacity
Building Competition

for State Disaster
Response Forces (SDRFs)
today at Adarsh

Auditorium, Delhi Police
Headquarters, New Delhi.
Minister of State for Home
Affairs, Nityanand Rai,
graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest.

The competition was
organised to enhance the
preparedness, operational
efficiency and inter-
agency coordination
among SDRFs in manag-
ing CBRN emergencies.
Total 18 SDRF teams from
across the States and
Union Territories partici-
pated in a structured,
multi-stage competition
featuring realistic, simula-
tion-based challenges.
Mentors were provided
by NDRF to each team
and 02 weeks focussed
training was imparted to
hone their skills.

continued commitment
to strengthen the nation’s
disaster response
framework in alignment
with the vision of a
“Disaster-Resilient India
and underlined the signif-
icance of adopting a “Zero
Casualty” approach. He
stressed the need for a
scientific response
mechanism, standardised
training and seamless
coordination among
national and state-level
response agencies.

The Chief Guest lauded
the initiative by NDRF in
skill upgradation of SDRF
by creating an environ-
ment of learning and
competitiveness.

He also reiterated the
commitment of govt. of
India in fulfilling ten points
Sendai Framework on dis-
aster management tasked
by the Prime Minister of
India and adequate
resources to NDRF for
strengthening disaster
response.

He congratulated the
NDRF for conceptualising
this national platform
for SDRFs to develop
specialised CBRN
response capabilities and
assured all possible
support from the Ministry

Soccer marks Walong Day commemoration

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M [tanagar

The Final Match of the Lt
Bikram Singh Football
Tournament was conducted
today at Hawai Stadium as
part of the 63rd Walong Day
Commemoration.

The event celebrated
sportsmanship, teamwork
and the rich cultural
heritage of Arunachal
Pradesh while paying tribute
to the bravery and supreme
sacrifice of Lt Bikram
Singh, a hero of the Battle of
Walong (1962).

The event commenced
with a vibrant cultural show-
case featuring Bhangra,
Peacock Dance, Jazz Band,
North East  Warrior
Performance and Gatka

Martial Arts, creating an ener-
getic and spirited atmos-
phere for the spectators
and participants.

The Final match, played
between Hayuliang Circle
and Walong Brigade, was
kicked off by Commander,
Walong Brigade, marking the
start of an intense and com-
petitive contest. The Assam
Regiment Pipe Band
enthralled the audience with
a special performance during
the half-time break.

In a closely fought match,
Hayuliang Circle emerged
victorious with a 1-0 win,
securing the championship
title. During the prize distri-
bution ceremony, the Winner
team was awarded 1.5 lakh,
while the Runner-up team
received 31 lakh.

Bethang of Hayuliang Circle
was adjudged the Best Player
of the Tournament for his out-
standing performance by
scoring 3 goals during whole
tournament. All participat-
ing players were also
presented with medals in
recognition of their sports-
manship and dedication.

The Lt Bikram Singh
Football Tournament stands
as a tribute to the courage,
resilience and leadership
embodied by Lt Bikram
Singh and his troops during
the 1962 War.

The event continues to
inspire the youth, foster
community participation
and reinforce the
enduring Spirit of Walong,
a legacy of valour and
national pride.

Assam to host CRPF’s annual parade for the first time

HIMADREE CHUTIA
M Guwahati

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) to hold annual
parade first time in Assam in
Febraury 2026. Director
General Gyanendra Pratap
Singh called on Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma at Lok Sewa Bhawan,
Dispur on Thursday, where an
initial discussion was held
regarding the upcoming
Annual CRPF Parade, to be
held for the first time in
Assam and the Northeastern
region, in Guwahati.

The meeting was attended
by Dr Ravi Kota, Chief
Secretary, Assam; Harmeet
Singh, DGP, Assam Police;
and Dr KK Dwivedi, Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief
Minister. The CRPF’s Annual
Parade in Guwahati marks a
historic first for the region,
underscoring Assam’s
growing prominence in
national security and the
CRPF’s enduring bond with
the people of Assam.

Through his visit and sub-
sequent engagements, the
DG CRPF reaffirmed the
Force’s deep commitment to
honouring its Bravehearts,
standing steadfast beside
their families and his strong
bond with the people of
Assam. On Wednesday DG GP
Singh visited Kuwari Ati
village in Nagaon district,
Assam, yesterday to pay
homage to Veer Balidani
Head Constable (GD)
Mahendra Laskar of 60
Battalion, CRPF, who made
the supreme sacrifice in the
line of duty.

After courageously battling
for his life at Apollo Hospital,
Rourkela, HC/GD Mahendra
Laskar attained martyrdom,
succumbing to injuries
sustained in an IED
blast during a crucial anti-
Naxal operation at
Babudera-Samta Axis,
Jharkhand, on October 10,
2025. The DG CRPF offered
floral tributes at the martyr’s
ancestral home and met the
Veer Nari, Veer Putra and

CRPF DG GP Singh in discussion W|th Assam Chief M|n|ster Hlmanta Blswa Sarma Chief Secretary Dr Ravi Kota

and DGP Harmeet Singh also seen

bereaved family members,
assuring them of the Force’s
unwavering support. He also
sought blessings from the
martyr’s mother for the
continued success of anti-
Naxal operations.

Later, speaking to the
media, the DG said, “Havildar
Mahendra Laskar sacrificed
his life for the country on
October 10, 2025.

As per the tradition of the
CRPF, I have come here to pay

my respects to the family
and to ensure that whatever
is due to them is provided
by the Government and
the CRPF.

The entire CRPF family
stands with the family of the

martyr and whatever is
required in the future, we will
continue to support them.”

On the ongoing campaign
to end Left Wing Extremism
in the country, the DG
shared, “We are committed
to eliminating Naxalism by
March 2026, as announced by
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The CRPF is committed.”
Earlier, condolences had
poured in from the Chief
Minister of Assam, Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
the Assam Police, honouring
the Braveheart’s sacrifice.

The Chief Minister said
the nation would forever
remember the hero from
Nagaon, while the Assam
Police extended heartfelt
condolences and reaffirmed
solidarity  with the
CRPF fraternity.

Writer is J10, Directorate
of Information and Public Relations,
Government of Assam; Currently
attached as PRO to the Chief Secretary

Jitin Prasada to Inaugurate
International Trade Fair

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

One of the most awaited B2B
and B2C event in South Asian
region, the India
International
2025 ( November 14-27) ,

Trade Fair

In his address, Minister
commended the NDRF’s

to NDRF in strengthening
its response capacities.

Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar

Advertisement
No.11/2025

Online applications are invited for
the various Teaching posts in the
University. Online registration of
application for these posts will
start wef. 17-11-2025 and end
on 08-12-2025. Last date for
submitting Hard Copy of the
Online submitted application is
18-12-2025.

For further details visit University
Website: http://www.gndu.ac.in.
Amritsar Registrar
13-11-2025

2426/12/2025-26/4944

Dated CHD :- 13/11/2025

@ PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
3,

MARINE DEPARTMENT

No. MO/ACCTS/WH/R-09/2025/1444 Date: 10/11/2025
Name of the Work : Hiring of 01 (one) no. 70 Ton
Bollard Pull ASTDS Tug for Handing Fully Loaded
Cape Vessel and SPM Operation for a period of 07
(seven) years at Paradip Port Authority, Estimated
cost put to tender : Total Estimated cost including
Hire Charges & Fuel: Rs.140,00 49,552/ excluding
GST. Estimated cost put to Tender towards Hire
Charges only Rs.88,53,40,794/- excluding GST.
Last date & time of submission of tender through on-
ling bidding is 15:00 Hours on 29/12/2025. Date &
time for opening of Technical Bid is 15:30 hours on
dt.30/12/2025. For further details, please log on fo
the Website: https./leprocure. gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Deputy Conservator, Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/52/2025-2026 dtd.12.11.2025

GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY, AMRITSAR
SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

Short Term E-Tenders are invited for the purchase of UPLC with Auto
Sampler, Particle Size Analyzer for Solid Samples and Dispersion,
Microscope System Image Analyzer with Accessories, Fully Automatic Cell
Counter, UV VIS Spectrophotometer with Accessories, CO2 Incubator with
Accessories, Audio-Video Recording Studio, Texture Analyzer and All in One
PC be submitted online latest by 29/11/2025 upto 4:00 p.m. Detailed infor-
mation can be obtained from website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in. Any corri-
gendum/Addendum related to these e-tender will be uploaded, if required, on

Punjab Govt. website: eproc.punjab.gov.in

Director of Research

2426/12/2025-26/4942 Dated CHD :- 13/11/2025
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will be inaugurated by
Jitin Prasada, Union Minister
of State for Commerce
and Industry, Government
of India at Auditorium -1
Bharat Mandapam New
Delhi at 5.30 pm on Friday
November 14,2025.

IITF 2025 is being orga-
nized by the India Trade
Promotion Organisation
(ITPO) under the aegis of the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of
India. The first five days
(November 14-18) are ear-
marked as the Business Days
for B2B interactions, fol-
lowed by the General Days
from November 19-27 for all.

Reflecting the vision of
the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi for a “Viksit
Bharat by 2047”, this year's
fair is themed “Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat.” The
theme celebrates India's
diversity, entrepreneurial
energy and the nation's com-

mitment to Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, aligning deeply with
the ethos of the Swadeshi
movement promoting local
enterprise, indigenous
innovation and sustainable
economic growth. We
may quote the Prime
Minister, “Promoting
Swadeshi is not just an
economic imperative, but a
celebration of India's
self-reliance.”

The fair also stands as a
premier platform for busi-
ness collaborations, tech-
nology exchange, and
investment partnerships.

As many as 11 countries
including Thailand, Malaysia,
Sweden, China, South
Korea, Turkey, Egypt, UAE,
Iran, Lebanon and Tunisia
are presenting their prod-
ucts and innovations at the
International Pavilion.
Participating States and
Union Territories are
showcasing their distinct
strengths, crafts and innova-
tions across thematic halls.

Bihar, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh are the Partner
States, while Jharkhand
has been designated as
the Focus State.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Amrita

Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, a multidisci-
plinary university, made a

strong impression at the
Emerging Science,
Technology and Innovation
Conclave (ESTIC 2025), held
from 3 to 5 November at
Bharat Mandapam, Pragati
Maidan. Organised by the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) under the
guidance of the Office of the
Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Government of India
and in collaboration with 12
key ministries and depart-
ments — DBT, CSIR, MOES,
ICAR, ICMR, MeitY, DoT,
AYUSH, DoS, DoAE, DRDO
and MoE — the conclave
served as a major national
platform for sharing scientif-
ic achievements and tech-
nology-driven innovations,
aimed at advancing the
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated ESTIC 2025
in the presence of distin-
guished scientists, includ-
ing Nobel laureate Professor
Andre Geim from the

-

University of Manchester,
along with policymakers and
innovators from India and
around the world.

In his inaugural address,
Modi reiterated the nation’s
collective resolve towards
Viksit Bharat 2047, emphasis-
ing that the 21st century
marks a period of unprece-
dented transformation. He
said the global order is
undergoing a major shift
and that the pace of change
today is not linear but expo-
nential. With this mindset, he
added, India is advancing in
all areas of emerging science,
technology and innovation
with unwavering focus and
commitment. Modi also

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
highlights vision for Viksit Bharat 2047

highlighted the establish-
ment of the National
Research Foundation to
promote research and
innovation in universities,
alongside the launch of the
Research Development and
Innovation Scheme, backed
by a budget allocation of
1 lakh crore.

Amrita’s exhibition stall
showcased innovative tech-
nologies and research proto-
types in healthcare, artificial
intelligence, renewable
energy, sustainable
agriculture, robotics and
drones, climate resilience
and other high-tech areas. It
attracted top scientists,
bureaucrats, industry veter-

ans, researchers, innovators
and global visionaries.

During the panel discus-
sion on Artificial Intelligence,
Professor P Venkat Rangan,
Vice Chancellor of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham, said,
“Artificial Intelligence
enhances human intelli-
gence and address large-
scale societal challenges
such as healthcare delivery,
disaster prediction, educa-
tion and sustainable
development.

At Amrita, we aim to make
sure that Al research not
only advances technology
butalso improves humanity
through ethical and com-
passionate application.”

M3M directors, legal team get
relief in case of bench hunting

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chandigarh/New Delhi

In a strong affirmation of
procedural integrity, the
Privilege Committee of the
Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana has fully exonerated
M3M India Directors Roop
Bansal and Yateesh Wahal,
along with 17 advocates rep-
resenting them, from all alle-
gations of bench hunting
and forum shopping.

Inits detailed 7-page order
dated 12 November 2025,
issued after an exhaustive
inquiry, the Committee has
categorically concluded that
No mala fide intent existed on
the part of any advocate or lit-
igant. It further mentioned No
credible evidence of any coor-
dinated attempt to secure a
favourable bench was found.
“All withdrawals, re-filings,
listings and objections were
routine, bona fide and consis-

tent with established legal
practice. Media reports
making contrary claims were
factually incorrect and unsup-
ported by judicial records,”
said the order.

The Committee scrutinised
written submissions, affi-
davits, WhatsApp conversa-
tions, emails and also held
multiple interactions includ-
ing video-conferencing
before reaching its conclu-
sion. It noted the full and vol-
untary cooperation extended
by all concerned. Importantly,
the order also clarifies that
any restricted listings of advo-
cates before particular
benches are confidential,
internal matters of the High
Court Registry, unknown to
advocates or litigants—
thereby ruling out the possi-
bility of any deliberate
attempt at forum selection.
M3M India has welcomed
the clean chit, reiterating its

commitment to the highest
standards of legal compli-
ance and corporate gover-
nance. “We have unwavering
faith in the judicial process
and are grateful to the
Privilege Committee for con-
ducting a fair, impartial and
comprehensive inquiry. This
order reinforces that we have
always acted within the four
corners of law.

M3M remains committed
to transparency, integrity and
contributing positively to
nation-building through
ethical business practices.” —
Shrutidhar Paliwal, Vice -
President, Corporate
Communications, M3M India.
The company has urged all
stakeholders, including
media platforms, to respect
the findings of the Bar Council
and avoid circulating unver-
ified or misleading reports
that undermine public trust
in legal institutions.

NBT launches Hindi workshop

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Doimukh, Itanagar

The National Book Trust,
India's (NBT) first-of-its-kind
workshop to develop books
for neoliterates in Hindi
involving Hindi authors of
Arunachal Pradesh was
inaugurated today at the
Department of Distance
Education at Rajiv Gandhi
University (RGU), Doimukh,
Itanagar, by the Vice-
Chancellor Professor
Jayadev Sahoo and Chief
Editor and Joint Director of
National Book Trust, India,
Kumar Vikram.

The first-of-its-kind work-
shop is being organized
from November 12 to 14,
2025 through a collaboration
between RGU's Hindi
Department and National
Book Trust, India. During
the inauguration, Kumar
Vikram welcomed the
attending scholars and
writers by presenting them

i

with books and shawls, in
keeping with NBT tradition.
The workshop was conduct-
ed by the Workshop
Coordinator, Dr Lalit Kishore
Mandora, Hindi Editor, NBT,
India. Addressing the partic-
ipants, Professor Jayadev
Sahoo commended the ini-
tiative and noted that
writers and poets from
Arunachal Pradesh are doing
remarkable work in the field
of Hindi literature. He appre-
ciated NBT, India’s efforts in
recognising and encourag-

@
i e
MAFs

ing their contributions and
expressed confidence that
the workshop would help
foster a stronger culture of
reading and learning among
neo-literates.

Speaking on the role and
objective of the workshop,
Kumar Vikram, Chief Editor
and Joint Director, NBT, India
stated, “ "We have not come
here to teach you, but to
learn from you.

The objective of this work-
shop is to embrace new
ideas and perspectives.
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SHANE WATSON JOINS
KKR SUPPORT STAFF

Kolkata Knight Riders on Thursday named former
Australian all-rounder Shane Watson as their assistant
coach for the upcoming IPL 2026.

Watson represented Australia in 59 Tests, 190 ODIs,
and 58 T20 Internationals, amassing over 10,000
international runs and taking more than 280 wickets
across formats. "l am eager to work closely with the
coaching group and players to help bring another title to
Kolkata,” Watson said in a press release.

Watson was an integral part of Australia's 2007 and
2015 ICC World Cup-winning squads and played a key
role in numerous series victories around the world.

He even enjoyed a stellar IPL career spanning 12
years (2008-2020), with 145 matches and four centuries
to his name. He has been a part of victorious IPL sides,
including Rajasthan Royals and Chennai Super Kings.

Following his retirement from cricket, Watson
transitioned seamlessly into coaching and mentorship
roles within global T20 leagues. “We are thrilled to
welcome Shane Watson to the KKR family. His
experience as a player and coach at the highest level will
add immense value to our team culture and preparation.
His understanding of the T20 format is world-class, and
we look forward to his contributions both on and off the
field,” Venky Mysore, KKR CEO said.

AGRA GIVES HERQO'S

WELCOME TO DEEPTI

o

Deepti Sharma, who helped India win their maiden
Women's World Cup trophy with a stellar all-round
performance, on Thursday returned home to a fitting
welcome that included a 10-km roaring roadshow.

Thousands of Agra residents lined the streets for the
roadshow organised by the District Cricket Association to
honour Deepti, who was adjudged the player of the

tournament.

School children, cricket enthusiasts, dignitaries, and
members of various social and sports organisations
joined the event, waving flags and showering flowers

along the route.

More than 150 police and traffic personnel were
deployed to manage security and traffic during the

celebrations.

New Zealand beat

West Indies by 8
wkts; wins series 3-1

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Los Angeles

Jacob Duffy took 4-35, dis-
rupting the top order and
taking a key wicket at the
end, as New Zealand beat
West Indies by eight
wickets Thursday in the
fifth Twenty20 internation-
al Thursday to win the
series 3-1.

Duffy’s three wickets in
the third over saw the West
Indies slump to 21-4 and he
returned to neutralize the
threat of Romario
Shepherd, who made 36
from 22 balls, as the tourists
were bowled out for 140 in
18.4 overs. New Zealand’s
reply was swift and
emphatic as it reached 141-
2 in the 16th over against a
West Indies lineup that
appeared to be out of sorts
in cold conditions.

Devon Conway carried
his bat for 47 and shared
partnerships of 69 for the
first wicket with Tim
Robinson, who hit 45 from
24 balls, 37 with Rachin
Ravindra (21) and 35 with
Mark Chapman (21 not out).

The West Indies won the
first match by seven runs,
New Zealand won the
second by three runs and
the third on Sunday by nine
runs. All three matches
were decided in the final
over.

The fourth match on
Monday was abandoned
due to rain.

Player of the seriesDuffy
was voted Player of the
Series for his 10 wickets.

“I guess in Twenty20 a
huge asset of mine is that
swing up top and taking
wickets in the power play is
always pretty important,”
Duffy said. “Maybe less so
against the West Indies,
such is the length of their
batting lineup.

“I guess that’s always my
role in the team is to swing
the ball up top and try to
make things happen.”

The West Indies began on
a note of aggression after
losing the toss and being
sentin: Alick Athanaze hita
six from the first ball of the
match bowled by Duffy.

ODI series: The teams
will next play a series of
three one-day internation-
als. Left-handed top-order
batter John Campbell will
be returning to the West
Indies squad.

Matthew Forde, who was
called up for the T20 squad
to make his first white-ball
appearance since rehabili-
tating from injury, and
Johann Layne and Shamar
Springer will provide
support to the pace bowling
unit.

West Indies will be
missing Alzarri Joseph,
Shamar Joseph, Ramon
Simmonds and Jediah
Blades due to injuries.

The first ODI match is
Sunday at Hagley Oval in
Christchurch.

Asian Archery: Gold for Indian
women'’s and mixed team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

India’s compound archers
enjoyed a stellar outing at
the Asian Championships,
winning two gold medals
and one silver on a produc-
tive day here on Thursday.
The women’s team of Jyothi
Surekha Vennam,
Deepshikha, and Prithika
Pradeep led the charge with
a thrilling 236-234 victory
over Korea in the compound
women’s team final. The trio

delivered near-flawless shoot-
ing, producing ends of 59 (10,
10,10, 10,9, 10) and 58 (10, 10,
10, 9, 10, 9) to outclass the
Korean combination of Park
Yerin, Oh Yoohyun, and
Jungyoon Park.

In the compound mixed
team final, Abhishek Verma
and Deepshikha combined
superbly to defeat Bangladesh
153-151, securing India’s
second gold of the day. The
pair displayed consistency
under pressure, shooting
identical 38-pointends (10, 9,

10,9and 9,10, 9,10) to seal the
title. However, in the com-
pound men’s team final, India
fell agonisingly short against
Kazakhstan, going down
229-230 to settle for the
silver medal.

The Indian trio of Abhishek
Verma, Sahil Rajesh Jadhav,
and Prathamesh Bhalchandra
Fuge was edged out by the
Kazakh side of Dilmukhamet
Mussa, Bunyod Mirzametov,
and Andrey Tyutyun, who
held their nerve in the closing
arrows.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA m
Dhaka

Star Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen progressed to the quar-
terfinals with a straight
game win over Singapore’s
Jia Heng Jason Teh but it was
curtains for HS Prannoy in
the men’s singles competi-
tion of Kumamoto Masters
Japan here on Thursday.

A 2021 World
Championship bronze
winner, Sen, seeded seventh
here, prevailed over world
No. 20 Teh 21-13 21-11 in
another 39-minute contest.

The world No.15 Sen will
clash with former world
champion Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore in the
quarterfinals.

However, later in the day,
Prannoy, 33, went down 18-
21 15-21 to Denmark’s
Rasmus Gemke in a 46-
minute second-round
match.

Lakshya opened up an 8-
5 lead early in the opening
game. Teh managed to
briefly take a slender 10-9
lead before the Indian had
his nose ahead at the break.

The duo fought hard till 14-
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13 when Lakshya zoomed
ahead with seven straight
points. After the change of
ends, it was a more dominat-
ing show from the Indian as

Lakshya enters quarters, Prannoy
bows out in Japan Masters

he jumped to 5-0 and then
11-3 at the interval to quash
his rival’s hopes. Lakshya
stayed steady to comfortably
close out the match.

Birla Estates principal sponsors
of Gujarat Titans in IPL 202

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Ml Ahmedabad

Gujarat Titans, on Thursday,
named Birla Estates, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Aditya
Birla Real Estate Limited
(ABREL), as the team’s princi-
pal sponsor for the 2026
Indian Premier League.

Birla Estates replaced
fantasy gaming platform
Dreami11, which has massive-
ly curtailed its operations
after a central government act
led to a blanket ban on real
money gaming in August
this year.

KT Jithendran, MD and CEO
of Birla Estates, said: “This col-
laboration allows us to
connect with millions of fans
across India and beyond, cel-
ebrating shared values of
passion, perseverance, and
progress. Together, we look

forward to building some-
thing truly special that res-
onates both on and off the
field.” Colonel Arvinder Singh,
COO of Gujarat Titans, added:
“Partnering with Birla Estates
not only enhances the Gujarat
Titans’ brand portfolio but
also reflects our commitment
to collaborating with iconic
institutions that elevate our
presence across geographies.
Together, we look forward to
creating unique experiences
that strengthen our collective
brand value and open new
avenues for growth.”

The financial aspects of the
deal, however, were kept
under wraps by both parties.

Captained by India’s Test
and ODI skipper Shubman
Gill, Gujarat Titans had script-
ed history during the 2022 IPL
by clinching the title in their
debut season.

Harikrishna advances, Praggnanandhaa loses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Panaji (Goa)

Grandmasters Arjun Erigaisi
and P Harikrishna had
another good day as they
sent veteran Peter Leko of
Hungary and Swede Nils
Grandelius packing in the
fourth-round tiebreaker here
Thursday. Arjun dumped
Leko 3-1 in the first set of
tiebreaker itself while
Harikrishna drew the first
and then won the second for
an overall 2.5-1.5 victory that
took him to round of 16.

R Praggnanandhaa mean-
while could not maintain
the parity and lost to Daniil
Dubov of Russia to mark his
exit from this year’s World
Cup.

It may be recalled that in
the previous edition held in
2023, the young Indian had
made it all the way to the

finals before losing to even-
tual winner Magnus Carlsen
of Norway.

For Arjun the next round
will be crucial as he will
take on in-form Levon
Aronian of United States.
Aronian has been peaking at
the right time and could be
a tough opponent for
anyone in the event. The
former Armenian is the only
player in his tory to have
won the World Cup twice.

German Frederic Svane
meanwhile continued with
his brilliant run and ousted
Shant Sargsyan of Armenia
2.5-1.5.

Svane who had earlier
defeated world champion D
Gukesh in the tournament
did not disappoint his fans
and scored another impor-
tant victory to be in con-
tention for a berth in the
Candidates.

The USD 2 million prize
money tournament also saw
a big upset when Aleksey
Grebnev defeated Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave of France
2.5-1.5. The exit of Vachier-
Lagrave also means that the
road ahead could be easier
for the last two remaining
Indians if they cross the next
hurdle. Arjun played a solid
game with black pieces and
took advantage as Leko got
ambitious and went for
some unwarranted compli-
cations. The Indian pocket-
ed one pawn and then the
ensuing rook and minor
piece endgame was just a
walk in the park.

Leko lost to the second
game when he again tried to
push hard to level scores.
Arjun got a fine position
with his better placed pieces
out of a Nimzo Indian
defense and did the needful

in style.

Harikrishna showed why
is a class act yet again.
Having won two matches
under standard time control,
the Indian was stretched in
to the tiebreaker first time in
the event and outplayed
Grandelius in the second
game played under 15
minutes rapid section.

Praggnanandhaa for once,
did not get the complexities
in his favour as Dubov is a
known expert in the faster
time control. After a draw in
the first game wherein
Dubov played it safe as
white, the onus was on
Pragg to showcase his prepa-
ration with white pieces.

However, as things turned
out the Indian fell short of
time when he needed itand
lost a pawn and a rook fora
minor piece to end his cam-
paign in the knockout event.

Arsenal loses 2-3 to Bayern Munich in Women'’s Champions League

ASSOCIATED PRESS

debutant.

M Los Angeles

Arsenal’s defense of its Women'’s
Champions League title is not going
to plan after a second-half collapse
against Bayern Munich.

Arsenal wasted an early two-
goal lead as Bayern surged back to
win 3-2 at Allianz Arena, handing the
visitors their second loss in three
games in Europe’s elite club
competition.

“It’s not good enough,” Arsenal
coach Renée Slegers said. “We don’t
want to concede three goals in one
half in the Champions League.”

Arsenal fell to 11th in the 18-team
Champions League standings led by
Barcelona at the mid-point of the
new format. Barcelona and
Manchester United both won
Wednesday to join OL Lyonnes —
who won at Arsenal last month —
as the only teams with three
straight wins.

Barcelona cruised to a 3-0 at
home over OH Leuven. The title
winner in three of the the past five
seasons had 43 attempts on goal
compared to zero for the Belgian

Man United won 2-1against Paris
Saint-Germain, which has zero
points in 16th place. The top-four
teams in December enter the quar-
terfinals and teams placed fifth to
12th join the knockout playoffs
round.

Bayern’s bounce backBayern has
answered with back-to-back wins
after an opening-day 7-1 loss at
Barcelona.

“Unbelievable feeling, these three
points are so important for us,”
Bayern forward Pernille Harder
said. “After the first half we were a
little bit down and thinking, What's
going on? Where are we at?””

Bayern captain Glodis
Viggosdottir scored in the 86th
minute from a cross that bounced
into the goalmouth to complete the
comeback.

Substitutes Alara in the 67th and
Pernille Harder in the 80th, with a
deft, looping left-footed shot, had
tied a game that was in Arsenal’s
control. All three goals were from
assists by Germany attacker
Klara Biihl.

“It feels good but it’s also a bit of
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arelief,” Bayern midfielder Georgia
Stanway said. “We were very unsat-
isfied with the first half and I think
second half was just a completely
different game, and a massive show
of character.”

Stanway suggested Bayern
players have had trouble adjusting
to playing in the club’s main
stadium and tend to get “a little bit
over-excited” in the first half.

United States defender Emily Fox
rose in the fifth minute to head in
Arsenal’s opening goal from a high-
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bouncing ball and Mariona
Caldentey struck an exquisite
second in the 23rd.

Caldentey, the Ballon d’Or runner-
up in September, was perfectly bal-
anced to find space on the edge of
the Bayern penalty area and curl a
rising right-footed shot.

Still, Arsenal lost again in Munich,
one year after Harder’s late hat trick
keyed a 5-2 rout that proved just a
footnote by the time the Gunners
beat Barcelona in the final in May.

Barcelona dominates: Barcelona

swept aside Leuven though took
until first-half stoppage time to
score first from a penalty kick by
Alexia Putellas.

An own goal by left back Kim
Everaerts made it 2-0 before center
back Irene Paredes’ deflected
header into the net after a corner.

“We have to be happy,” Paredes
said. “It’s true that maybe we
deserved more (goals).”

French touchMan United took
the lead against PSG when a France
forward, Melvine Malard, scored
past a former England goalkeeper,
Mary Earps, at Old Trafford.

PSG’s defender Olga Carmona —
whose goal past her now-teammate
Earps won the 2023 World Cup
final for Spain against England —
fired a stunning equaliser from 25
meters (yards) in first-half stop-
page time.

The decisive goal for United was
Fridolina Rolfd’s header in the 58th.

Juventus rose to seventh in the
standings, above Bayern, by winning
2-1 at Atletico Madrid. Benfica and
Twente drew 1-1 in Lisbon to both
stay in the bottom six elimination
places.

Track to open LA Olympics with women’s 100-m sprint

ASSOCIATED PRESS

years to prepare for.

hurdles.

LA consulted with World

M Los Angeles

It will be a busy opening day
of action at the Los Angeles
Olympics for the fastest
women in the world.

As part of a seismic sched-
ule change for the 2028
Games, track and field, and
not swimming, will lead off
the Olympics. In releasing
the detailed schedule
Wednesday, organisers
revealed that the first day at
the LA Coliseum, July 15, will
include all three rounds of the
women'’s 100 meters.

Sprinters normally run a
maximum of two races in a
day at a major event. It’s a
change the men will not have
to deal with, but that a
women’s field that could
include the last two world
champions, Sha’Carri
Richardson and Melissa
Jefferson-Wooden, and
Olympic champ Julien Alfred
are being given nearly three

“To be the pre-eminent
event on the first night of
competition in the historic LA
Memorial Coliseum, I think
when we presented it to the
athletes that way, there was
excitement,” said Janet Evans,
the gold-medal swimmer
serving as chief athlete officer
for the Los Angeles Games. “A
majority of athletes said to
me, Just let me know. Let me
know early, and I'll start train-
ing to run three 100s in
one day.”

Swimming to take place at
SOFi: Swimming has tradi-
tionally kicked off the
Summer Games, but because
the opening ceremony is
taking place at SoFi Stadium,
same as the swim meet, orga-
nizers decided to make the
swap. It was not feasible to
set up the pool in the stadium
so quickly after the ceremo-
ny. Evans, who won four
Olympic gold medals in 1988
and 1992, said the prospect of

swimming in what is largely
considered LA’s best new
stadium in front of 38,000
fans is an opportunity her
sport embraced. Also, swim-
mers are often forced to miss
the opening because they
compete the very next day.

“I could probably name
on my two hands the swim-

mers | know who have actu-
ally been to opening cere-
monies,” Evans said.
Schedule not set up for
McLaughlin-Levrone double:
The schedule also makes it
virtually impossible for
Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone
to try to double in both the
400 meters and the 400

McLaughlin-Levrone is the
world-record holder and two-
time defending champion in
the hurdles. She took a year
off from that to run in the 400
sprint this year, where at the
world championships she
became the first runner since
1985 to run the lap in less than
48 seconds (47.78). (Second-
place finisher Marileidy
Paulino also broke 48.)

McLaughlin-Levrone’s
coach, Bobby Kersee, had
hinted at the possibility she
might go for the double. In
the past — most notably in
1996 when Michael Johnson
won the 200 and 400 — orga-
nizers have tailored the
Olympic schedule to allow
marquee track athletes to
try for extra medals.

Not this time, though. The
400 hurdles semifinals and
400-meter final are each
scheduled for July 20.

Chief of Sport and Games
Delivery Shana Ferguson said

Athletics in designing the
schedule.

“I can’t speak directly to
any particular athlete’s sched-
ule or how he or she is
approaching the Games but
we are arm and arm in the
development of a contest
schedule,” Ferguson said.

Baseball moved up two
days to fit into MLB All-Star
breakThe Olympic baseball
tournament at Dodger
Stadium was moved up two
days and will start on July 13
and run through July 19.

That lines up to fit into an
extended Major League
Baseball All-Star break that
would include the All-Star
Game on July 11, possibly at
San Francisco, and allow the
season to resume July 21.

MLB Commissioner Rob
Manfred has expressed opti-
mism major leaguers will be
available for the Olympics,
subject to negotiations with
the players’ association.
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India wary of South Africa’s spin threat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kolkata

India’s awe-inspiring batting
depth will face a stern test
against South Africa's quality
spin attack when the reason-
ably well-matched sides clash
in an eagerly-anticipated two-
match Test series beginning
here on Friday.

India would be haunted by
the ghosts of last year's home
debacle against New Zealand
when their home record was
shattered by Kiwi spinners
Ajaz Patel, Mitchell Santner
and Glenn Phillips, who
shared 36 wickets across
three Tests, fashioning an
unprecedented 0-3 white-
wash.

Given South Africa’s heavy
reliance on tweakers right
now, that collapse against
sustained spin pressure will
linger in the collective
memory of the home side.

The reigning World Test
champions are known for
fiery pacers historically but
are currently armed with one
of the most potent spin
groups in world cricket.

The Proteas arrive on the
back of a morale-boosting 1-
1draw in Pakistan, achieved
without inspirational captain
Temba Bavuma.

South Africa’s spin trio of
Keshav Maharaj, Simon
Harmer and Senuran
Muthusamy accounted for
35 of the 39 wickets to fall
across the series outperform-
ing Pakistan’s own slow-
bowling contingent of
Noman Ali, Sajid Khan and
Salman Agha, who managed
21 wickets collectively.

It was little wonder then
that India assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate called

India’s captain Shubman Gill, second left, vice captain Rishabh Pant, third right, head coach Gautam Gambhir, third
left, and batting coach Sitanshu Kotak, second right, with others during a practice session ahead of the first Test
cricket match of a series between India and South Africa, at the Eden Gardens, in Kolkata

PTI

the rival bowling line-up a
“subcontinent-style attack”.

“They have got four spin-
ners at their disposal, and
most likely they will play
three. It's a little bit like
playing against a subconti-
nent team,” he said.

“We’'ve addressed that
early on. Hopefully, we’'ve
learned from the New
Zealand series.”

Simon Harmer, now 36 and
holder of 1,000 first-class
wickets, is no stranger to
Indian conditions.

As a 26-year-old on the
2015 tour under Hashim
Amla, he featured in two
Tests —in Mohali and Nagpur
— and claimed prized scalps
such as Cheteshwar Pujara,

Rohit Sharma and
Wriddhiman Saha, all known
for their spin-playing
prowess.

A decade later, Harmer
remains as wily. He arrives in
Kolkata after an eight-wicket
match haul in Rawalpindi
last month that spun South
Africa to a series-levelling
win over Pakistan.

His control, drift, and subtle
changes of pace make him an
ideal foil for the left-arm spin
of Maharaj, who is arguably
one of the most accurate
and attacking spinners in the
modern game.

The Eden Gardens pitch
has therefore become the
most-watched element of
this contest. While India
batting coach Sitanshu Kotak
and captain Shubman Gill
have made multiple pitch
inspections, Cricket
Association of Bengal presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly has
assured that it “won’t be a
rank-turner”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kolkata

Skipper Shubman Gill
acknowledged that the
choice between a spinner
and an extra seamer is
nothing short of a “con-
flict” but the game-chang-
ing ability of tweakers at
home will be a crucial con-
sideration when India
finalise their playing 11 for
the first Test against South
Africa, beginning here
Friday. The talismanic
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammad Siraj are
certain to feature in the
eleven at Eden Gardens,
while Akash Deep is the
third pacer in the squad.
India have four spinners in
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar and
Kuldeep Yadav. Jadeja, Axar
and Washington also offer
batting heft.

“It’s always this time of
the year, there is always a
conflict if you want to go for
an extra seamer or spinner.
That’s why we will see the
condition tomorrow and
decide on the XI,” Gill said
in the pre-match press con-

8 Sri Lankan players set to exit
Pakistan over safety concerns

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Colombo/Rawalpindi

Eight Sri Lankan players cur-
rently touring Pakistan with
the national team for a
three-match ODI series want
to return home due to secu-
rity concerns following a
deadly bomb blast in
Islamabad that left 12 people
dead and several injured.

The two teams are sched-
uled to clash in the second
ODI of the three-match
series in Rawalpindi on
Thursday and the develop-
ment raises doubts on
whether the game would go
ahead as scheduled.

Sri Lanka Cricket acknowl-
edged the request from the
players in a statement but
said that for time being, it
has instructed them and the
support staff travelling with
the team to continue with
the tour as planned.

“Following this develop-
ment the SLC immediately
engaged with the players
and assured them that all
such concerns are being
duly addressed in close
consultation with the
Pakistan cricket board and
the relevant authorities to

polle

That will please ]asprit
Bumrah, who could be India's
trump card on a surface that
historically gives early move-
ment and late reverse swing.
India would look to go with
two pacers and it appears
that Akash Deep, the local
‘boy’, will have the edge with
his knowledge of the condi-
tions.

Over the last 15 years,
pacers have taken 61 per
cent (97 of 159 wickets) in
Tests here as seam and swing
play a major role, especially
in the early and closing
stages.

While a young Indian side
under Shubman Gill’s debut
captaincy drew 2-2 in England
this summer, showing
resilience and adaptability
in seaming conditions, it is
the New Zealand debacle at
home that continues to

rankle.

The subsequent 2-0 win
against a weak West Indies
side in this WTC cycle did little
to test India’s revival.

For India, the focus will be
on application and patience
against spin.

With Rishabh Pant fit again
and an in-form Dhruv Jurel set
to play as a specialist batter,
the middle order looks more
stable. Washington Sundar,
who topped India’s spin
charts in that New Zealand
series with 16 wickets, pro-
vides drift and bounce and
lends depth with the bat.

Ten Doeschate underlined
the mental readiness
required after a gruelling
multi-format schedule.

“You've got to switch on
mentally and be ready for
16-17 days of really tough
work. The body will take care
of itself — the mind has to be
ready.”

Given it’s only a two-match
series, the margin for error is
slim.

Teams (from)

India: Shubman Gill (Capt),
KL Rahul, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Sai
Sudharsan, Rishabh Pant (WK
and VC), Dhruv Jurel, Ravindra
Jadeja, Washington Sundar,
Jasprit Bumrah, Akash Deep,
Mohammed Siraj, Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel and Devdutt

Padikkal.
South Africa: Temba
Bavuma (Capt), Aiden

Markram, Ryan Rickelton,
Tristan Stubbs, Kyle
Verreynne, Dewald Brevis,
Zubayr Hamza, Tony de Zorzi,
Corbin Bosch, Wiaan Mulder,
Marco Jansen, Keshav
Maharaj, Senuran
Muthusamy, Kagiso Rabada,
Simon Harmer.

Winning in India would be
second only to WTC:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kolkata

The prospect of conquering
India in their own backyard
carries a special allure for the
reigning World Test champi-
on skipper Temba Bavuma
who said winning the two-
match series is almost on
par with South Africa’s
World Test Championship
triumph earlier this year.

South Africa have lost
seven successive Tests in
India across three tours,
their last win coming back in
2010 at Nagpur.

But Bavuma believes this
group, unbeaten in full-
strength Test series since
coach Shukri Conrad took
charge in 2023, has the matu-
rity and belief to mount a
serious challenge and win
their only second series in
India after 25 years.

“l think, obviously,
winning the World Test
Championship... not much to
trump that. But second to
that, I think will be winning
in India,” Bavuma said ahead
of the first Test at Eden
Gardens.

“It’s something that’s |
wouldn’t even say it'’s eluded
us,, but we haven’t been
able to do for the longest of
time. So, | mean, that’s def-
initely up there in terms of
ambition.”

“We understand the mag-
nitude of the challenge.
Some of us in the group,
there have been moments of
hurt. So we know what it’s
about,” he said.

“We look forward to the
challenge. It should be excit-
ing looking at the makeup of

South Africa’s captain Temba Bavuma

Rl

Bavuma

==

addresses a press conference on

the eve of the first Test cricket match between India and South Africa, at

Eden Gardens in Kolkata

PTI

both teams — fantastic
players within the Indian
team, but a little bit of inex-
perience. Similarly with our
side, the guys want to match
up to the bestin the world.”

Win the toss: Williamson’s
advice: The Proteas skipper
also recalled a lighter
moment shared with former
New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson and his one tip

- “win the toss”.

Atan awards ceremony in
Mumbai, Bavuma had
sought Williamson'’s advice
as New Zealand had stunned
India 3-0 in their own condi-
tions last year.

“I'met up with Kane atan
awards evening in India a
couple of months ago. I tried
to ask him for some point-
ers,” Bavuma said with a
chuckle.

“He wasn’t too open
about it, but he did say,
make sure that you win the
toss. So I've been practising
it.”

Having returned from a
long injury lay-off with runs

and time at the crease in the
second unofficial Test
against India A, Bavuma,
who scored a second innings
fifty after a golden duck in
the first innings, said proving
his fitness was a key step.

“For me, the biggest thing
was having come off a long
lay-off of Test cricket,
getting back on the field,
proving my fitness to myself
and everyone around,
spending some time at the
crease. | think that was
important,” he said.

The Proteas skipper, who
faced Kuldeep Yadav for the
first time in that warm-up,
said India’s left-arm wrist
spinner will be a handful.

“I'd rather face himin the
A game than here in Kolkata
— that’s if he plays. He’s not
a massive turner of the ball,
but he can obviously deceive
you off the wicket,” Bavuma
said.

“You can see why India
have a lot of faith in him.
Definitely a guy who'’s a
wicket-taker.”
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Spinners often decide game: Gill
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India’s captain Shubman Gill addresses a press conference on the eve of
the first Test cricket match between India and South Africa, at Eden Gardens

in Kolkata

PTI

ference here on Thursday.

But without giving away
the full range of his
thoughts, Gill said spinners
have the game-deciding
abilities. “It’s more or less
finalised. The wicket looks
different from yesterday.
We will see it tomorrow
morning and then will
finalise the spin combina-
tion, as spinners, more or
less, will decide the game,”
he added.

He then touched upon
the value that Washington,

ensure the safety and well-
being of every member of
the touring party,” the state-
ment said.

SLC sources said replace-
ments will be sent for
players who insist on return-
ing home. Sources in the
Pakistan Cricket Board also
confirmed the apprehen-
sions of the touring players.

“Itis not a good situation
for Pakistan cricket because
the players were given the
option of wanting to stay
and complete the tour or
return home by the Sri
Lankan board after the Sri
Lankan High Commissioner
met the Chairman of the PCB
and Federal Interior Minister,
Mohsin Naqvi and other gov-
ernment officials for a secu-

Jadeja and Axar bring to the
table as batters.

“We are fortunate to have
good batting all-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Former India batter
Cheteshwar Pujara on
Thursday stressed that each
and every bilateral assign-
ment will be “very impor-

in Ranchi. “For both of them,
I think each and every series
will be very important
because when you are just
playing one format. It is
important for a player to be
in touch with the game and

it a little more challenging,”
JioStar expert Pujara said
during a Media Day ahead of
the first Test against South
Africa.

“Having that experience of
playing just one format, I can

talk from my experience that
when you play internation-
al cricket after a long time,
you are trying to find the
rhythm. When it comes to
white ball cricket, it’s slight-
ly easier,” added the former

Regaining rhythm key for Kohli, Rohit: Pujara

Test specialist.

“But at the same time,
because of the age they have
to work hard and which they
have been, they have seen
the results recently that they
have scored runs.

they will be playing aftera

Kohli and Rohit Sharma

tant” now for stalwarts Virat

bit of a break which makes

as India look ahead to
the 2027 ODI World Cup.

In the twilight of their
international career,
Kohli and Rohit play just
the ODI format, making
it challenging to sustain
form after long breaks.

The duo, who fea-
tured in ODI series in
Australia, will be seen in
the upcoming series
against South Africa
starting November 30

rounders, be it Axar,
Washington or Jadeja,
their bowling and batting
records are excellent,
especially in India. It’s
going to be an exciting
Test, and it’s good to have
more options,” he noted.

However, Gill was not
ready to rule out the role
pacers could play if the
pitch goes dry in Kolkata.

rity briefing,” a source close
to the developments said.

“These players took the
option of returning home,”
the source added.

However, given the SLC’s
insistence, none of the eight
members have as yet
returned.

Sources in SLC added that
the players are concerned
because of Rawalpindi’s the
proximity to Islamabad.

Security beefed up:
Security has been beefed
up for the Lankans following
the terror attacks in
Islamabad and Wana with
the island nation’s High
Commissioner also given
the assurance that the
touring players are being
treated as “state guests”.

CHANGE OF NAME

I,SAPANA MAHARANA (OLD
NAME) as per Board of SSC marks
list. Orissa. residing at Plot.No.55,
Nagarjuna Hills,
Punjagutta,Hyderabad., Telengana
-500082. Hereby declare that |
have changed my name as SAPNA
MAHARANA (NEW NAME)
(Aadhar Card) D/o
DEENABANDHU MAHARANA.

AFFIDAVIT

By virtue of an affidavit No.
4262, sworn before the
Executive Magistrate,
Salepur, Cuttack Dt. 11/11/
2025. | Bijaya Kumar
Mohapatra, S/o Bishnu
Charan Mohapatra, At.
Odakimira, P. O.
Samitanga, PS.
Kishannagar, Dist-
Cuttack, Odisha declare
that my mother name has
been described as
Ramamani Dei in her
Aadhaar card vide No.
6683 7171 4218,Pan card
vide No. EIBPDO640E
and my Passport vide No.
S4253407. That my
mother name has been
described as Ramamani
Mohapatra in my HSC
Certificate vide Roll No.
20200901093. That my
mother is one and same
person with the above
noted both name as
Ramamani Dei and
Ramamani Mohapatra. |
shall be known as
Ramamani Dei for future
purposes.
Sd/- Bijaya Kumar
Mohapatra

(A Gowarmnman

IRCTC Irveites bids for following: -

INDIAN RAILWAY CATERING AND TOURISM CORPORATION LTD.

India Enterprise - Navratna)
CIN : LT48990L1999GO110MTOT

1. EQI No. IRCTCICOANFR{EDNMRZOZ3Nntra/CO-Part(1) (51068) GGEMInka
Invites Expression of Inleres! for “Leasing of IRCTC Premises al Piod Mo, 73-74,
Sachor- 204, Faridabad™. Last date of submission: 11,12.2028 upio 15:00 hrs

2. Opon E-Tondor No.: CO/MITIFFL202SM06 for Selfing up, Operation and
Managament of Fast Food Uinits, Last date of submession: 25.11.2025 upto 15:00 hrs

3, E-Tander No.: 20251RCTC TourismiGolden CharotOnboand Services/OT/
2025-26-1: Appointmant of Service provider for providing comprehenaive on-board
sanvices 1o gueests of Golden Chariol Train for bwo seasons {2025-26 and 2026-27)
Lasi Dale of submession: 28,11.2025 a1 19-00 hrs.

For datals visd www.ircic.com and www. londerwizard. com. Document downloading
and partcipation can only be done on wew, lenderwizard.comTRCTC

Coumigendum,
wewnw, lenderwizand,

‘addondum d amy, will bo published only on www rclc.com and
comARCTC

BRCTC Lid. 3rd Floor, Tower-D, World Trade Centre, Naurogl Nagar, New Delhi-110029

E-miai 10 cetulidngs omssaByabon.con
cetwidegsrediingl con

Basis.

ONLINE BIDDING respectvely.

dt.10.12.2025.

All other terms and condifions remain unchanged.

Tel {074} 231523
2, OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA-
e NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
B-598 INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
File No-B-Il-M-12212021(Pt.) Lr. No. 42610 | Bhubaneswar, did.  q2tn  Nov, 2025
Invitation for Bids
1#'Corrigendum

Bid Identification No. C.E. (B) - 28 / 2025-26
Name of the Work - Construction of New Odisha Bhawan (38+G+8) Storey Building at New Delhi on Tumkey

The folowing changes have been made in Bid Mentiicaion No. C.E. (8) - 28 / 202526

Bid documents can be seen / downloaded from the Gowt. Website i.e. www.lendersorissa.govin, during
d£24.11.2025 to 17.30 hours of dt.16.12.2025 instead of dL12.11.2025 to 17.30 Hours of dt.04.12.2025 for

1. A pre-bid mesting shall be held on dt04.12.2025 at 11:30 AM at the Conference Hall of Ofice of the
Chigf Enginesr (Buildings-l), Odisha, Nman Soudha, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar instead of dt.20.11.2025

L Online bids shall be received fill 17.30 Hours of dt.16.12.2025 instead of dt.04.12.2025.

3. Hardcopy shall be received on or before dt.22.12.2025 up to 17.30 Hours by this office instead of

4 Thelechnical bids wil be opaned at 11.30 AM. of dt.23.12.2025 instead of dt.11.12.2025.

the period

Chigf Enginger (Buildings-l), Odisha
Bhubaneswar

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS ELECTRICAL DIVISION, BHUBANESWAR

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

Email: - eerwel_bbsr@yahoo.co.in

No

3951

Dt. 6.11.2025

In continuation to this office M.I.T No. Tender Online- Electrical Division, Bhubaneswar-
18/ 2025-26 dt.01.11.2025 issued vide this office lelter No.3852 Dt.01.11.2025, partial modification of

N.I.T has been made as follows.

1% CORRIGENDUM

Item

|§.No

Time schedule
corrigendum notice

Time schedule s - per original
NLT

as  per

1 Date & time of availability
of bid documents in the

From dt.19.11.2025 at 12:00
AM to Dt.28.11.2025 up to

From Dt.07.11.2025 at 12:00 A.M
to Dt.14.11.2025 up to 5:00 P.M

o1 portal 5:00 A.M
2 Date & time of opening of | Dt.15.11.2025 at 01:00 P.M Dt.29.11.2025 at 01:00 P.M
tender

All other terms & Conditions are remain unchanged.

Executiveé Engineer
Rural Works Electrical Division
Bhubaneswar

B-681 hone/F

Bid Identification No.SE R&B Divn.No.l Bam. 32 /2025-26 Lr.No. 12688 dtd.04.11.2025

Name of work

No.of works
Estimated Cost
Period of completion.

Date and time of Availability of bid document in

the portal.

Last date / time for receipt of bids in the portal
Name & address of the Officer Inviting Bid

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal

https://tend is| A

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
GANJAM|R&B|DIVISION NO.I BERHAMPUR.

-mail :
"e"Procurement Notice

rn m

Building works.

03 (Three) Nos
Approximately Rs.12.84 to Rs.34.55 lakh
Two & Three Calender months.

From 10.00 hours of 14.11.2025 to 16.00 hours
of 20.11.2025

Upto 16.00 hours of 20.11.2025.
Superintending Engineer,Ganjam(R&B)Division
No.l, Berhampur.

Superintending Engineer
Ganjam(R&B)Division No.l

Berhampur

C-1444

e-mail: - eephd.rgda.od@nic.in, eephdrgda@gmail.com

Letter MNo._5755 _ / Dt._06.11.25

The following Corrigendum is made for the work listed as mentioned in invitation for the bids through

e-tender published vide NIT No.

sl Name of the work

| of Gunupur Municipality

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, RAYAGADA.

' Construction of Boundary |
1. | wall at new 8.0 MLD WTP

| Construction of P.H Section
2.

Annual Action Plan for the
i ‘year of 2025-26

office at Gudari NAC under

Construction of Sectional
|3 | Engincer Quarter near the
back side of the Treasury

| Office under_Gunupur ULB, |

The following Corrigenduin is made for the work listed as mentioned in invitation for the bids through

e-tender published vide NIT No. EEPHDRAYAGADA-28/2025-26 DT.31.10.2025.

Lost |
No. !

Name of the work

Construction’ of Boundary
1. | Wall at new 8.0 MLD WTP
of Gunupur Municipality

office at Gudari NAC under
Annual Action Plan for the
year of 2025-26

HDRAYA ADA- -26 DT.31.10.2025.
_' B o ¥ 7| Aveilsbliityof Bid |
Bid identification | Estimated Period of Document for Onling
No. Cost(Rs. In | Completion | __Bidding
| ek | [ Frem [ Yo
EEPHDRAYAGA ] D
DA -27/2025-26 55.71 04(Faur 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.31.10.2025 Months) {11.00 Hr) {17.00 Hr)
EEPHDRAYAGA - N I
DA -27/2025-26 20.37 03(Three | 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.31.10.2025 Months) .| (11.00 Hr) (17.00 Hr)
EEPHDRAYAGA T T ’
DA -27/2025-26 20.65 03 (Three | 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.31.10.2025 Month) {11.00 Hr) (17.00 Hr)
— .

Construction of P_H Section |

May be read as

Construction of Sectional
Engineer Quarter near the
back side of the Treasury
Office under Gunupur ULB,

All other term and condition in the above-mentioned tender call notice remain unchanged.

] Availability of Bid
Bid identification | Estimated Period of Document for Online
Neo. Cost {Rs. In Bidding

. Lakh) _ From | To
EEPHDRAYAGA
DA -28/2025-26 55.54 04 (Four 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.21.10.2025 Months) {11.00 Hr} (17.00 Hr)
EEPHDRAYAG:\’— D - o
DA -28/2025-26 20.26 03 (Three | 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.31.10.2025 Months) {11.00 Hr) {17.00 Hr)
EEPHDRAYAGA T T o ) i
DA -28/2025-26 20.10 03 (Three | 10.11.2025 | 20.11.2025
Dtd.31.10.2025 Menths) {11.00 Hr) (17.00 Hr) |

Executive Engineer,
P.H. Division, Rayagada




