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Bihar votes like never before in high stakes polls
2025 NEARS RECORD RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi Assembly polls since 1951. Stakes are high forboth the coalitions. The CPI (ML), with
GLOBAL HEAT During the first Assembly NDA and the INDIA blocin this  the INDIA bloc, is contesting

The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) reports
that 2025 is projected to be
the second or third warmest
year on record, extending
an 11-year streak (2015-
2025) of unprecedented
global heat. From January
to August 2025, global
temperatures averaged
1.42°C above pre-industrial
levels, slightly below 2024’s
record 1.55°C, influenced
by a shift from El Nifio to
neutral or La Nina
conditions. Despite this,
greenhouse gas
concentrations, ocean heat,
and sea levels continue to
rise, while Arctic and
Antarctic sea ice remain
severely diminished.
Extreme weather-floods,
heatwaves, and wildfires-
has caused widespread
disruption. The WMO warns
that limiting warming to
1.5°C under the Paris
Agreement is increasingly
difficult, though temporary
overshoot can still be
reversed by century’s end.
UN and WMO leaders urge
urgent, large-scale climate
action. The report, released
at COP30 in Belém,
highlights progress in early
warning systems but notes
40 per centof countries still
lack them.

e ByStander

TIGER MEMON
PROPERTIES SET

Properties owned by 1993
Mumbai serial blasts accused
Tiger Memon and his family are
set to be auctioned soon,
officials said. The Smugglers
and Foreign Exchange
Manipulators (Forfeiture of
Property) Act Authority
(SAFEMA,) received details of 17
properties from the special TADA
court and has taken possession
of eight, including three flats in
Mahim’s Al Husseini building,
where one of the blasts
conspiracy meetings reportedly
took place. Tiger Memon,
absconding since the 1993
attacks that killed 257 people, is
believed to be in Pakistan. While
his brother Yakub Memon was
executed in 2015, other relatives
served prison terms. Valuation of
the seized assets is underway,
and auctions may begin by
December or January.

AIFF OPENS DOOR
TO DIASPORA

In a landmark move for Indian
football, the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) has included
overseas-based players Ryan
Williams and Abneet Bharti in
the national camp ahead of the
AFC Asian Cup qualifier against
Bangladesh on November 18 in
Dhaka. This marks a new,
inclusive approach allowing
Indian-origin and naturalised
players to represent India.
Williams, a 31-year-old
midfielder bom in Perth with
Mumbai roots, previously played
for Australia and English clubs
before joining Bengaluru FC. He
recently obtained Indian
citizenship, with AIFF president
Kalyan Chaubey crediting Sunil
Chhetri and Govemment support
for fast-tracking the process.
Bharti, a 27-year-old defender
based in Brazil, plays for Bolivian
club ABB and has represented
several interational clubs.

The first phase of polling in
Bihar on Thursday concluded
largely peacefully, with stray
incidents of violence being
reported. The poll recorded a
voter turnout of nearly 65 per
cent, the highest in the State’s
history. In the 2020 Assembly
election, voter participation in
these 121 constituen-
cies was 55.81 per
cent, marking a signif-
icant improvement
from the previous
election.

On Thursday,
elections were
held across 121 con-
stituencies in 18 dis-
tricts, marking the beginning
of a closely watched, high-
stakes contest, seen as a
litmus test of the ruling NDA’s
popularity. Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar congratulated the
voters of Bihar for the historic
turnout in the first phase of

polls in the State in 1951-52, the
recorded turnout was lowest
in the State’s history at 42.6
per cent.

The highest voter turnout
was recorded in Begusarai
with 67.74 per cent,
Samastipur 66.65 per cent,
Madhepura 65.74 per cent,
Khagaria 60.65 per cent,
Gopalganj at 64.96 per cent,

Darbhanga at

58.38 per cent,

Nalanda at 57.58

per cent, Patna

at 55.02 per cent,

Bhojpur at 53.24 per

cent and Buxar at
55.10 per cent.

The polls for the 243-
member Assembly are being
closely watched not only for
their local implications but
also as an early indicator of
the political mood ahead of
2029 General Election. The
polls follow the highly contro-
versial Special Intensive

People carrying an elderly woman on a cot to a polling station in Danapur, Patna on Thursday PTI

phase, with several key
leaders in the fray, including
R]D’s Tejashwi Yadav, Deputy
Chief Ministers Samrat
Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha and several other
ministers.

Reacting to the voting per-
centage, both the NDA and
the INDIA bloc camps have
claimed victory.

The NDA hopes that Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
record, along with recent
welfare measures such as 125
units of free power, 310,000
cash transfers to over 1 crore
women and an increase in
social security pensions, will
help counter anti-incumben-
cy. Whereas the Opposition is
pinning its hopes on anti-
incumbency and the promise

Revision (SIR) of the electoral
roll by the ECI, which came
under attack from Opposition
parties for alleged manipula-

tion of voter lists.

The increase in voter

turnout, after the SIR of elec-
toral lists deleted 47 lakh

of “jobs-for-every-home” by its
CM candidate, Tejashwi
Yadav.

This phase is also crucial for
the smaller parties in both the

names, is significant. Further,
historical data suggests that
high turnouts indicate anti-
incumbency.

10 seats in this phase, out of
which it hold six seats. In the
NDA, 10 of the 29 seats that the
Lok Janshakti Party (Ramvilas)
contested are in the first
phase. NDA holds only one of
these 10 seats. The LJP(RV)’s
seat share had sparked dis-
content among NDA allies,
particularly the |D(U), who
argued that the party’s alloca-
tion was disproportionate
given its lack of representa-
tion in the Assembly.

Earlier in the day, Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Kumar Sinha caused a stir by
alleging that his convoy had
been attacked by workers of
the main opposition party,
RJD, who were attempting
to “intimidate” voters in the
area. Reacting to the alleged
incident, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar directed the State DGP
to take “immediate action”.

Left rules JNU again

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi

The Left alliance scored a deci-
sive victory in the Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students’
Union (JNUSU) elections,
defeating the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
and winning all four central
panel posts.

The alliance comprised of
the All India Students’
Association (AISA), Students’
Federation of India (SFI) and
Democratic Students’ Front
(DSF). Aditi Mishra of AISA was
elected president, K Gopika of
SFI won the post of vice pres-
ident, Sunil Yadav of DSF
became the general secre-
tary, and Danish Ali of
AISA won the joint secretary
position.

Mishra, who won against
ABVP candidate Vikas Patel
by a margin of 414 votes
became one of the youngest
women to hold the top [NUSU
post in recent years. “We will

work to strengthen campus
democracy and defend
student rights,” she said after
the results. Mishra, who hails
from Varanasi, is a well-known
figure in student activism.

Before joining |NU, she
completed her bachelor’s
degree in economics from
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) and a master’s in South
Asian studies from Pondicherry
University. Her political
journey began during the 2017
BHU protests against sexual
harassment and gender
restrictions on campus.

The polls on Tuesday saw
energetic participation across
the campus, with students
queuing at booths, beating
drums, and chanting slogans
throughout the day. The elec-
tions saw a voter turnout of 67
per cent, slightly lower than
last year’s 70 per cent.

With this result, the Left
Unity consolidating its
hold over the campus for
another term.

As Bihar votes, PM Modi hits out at Opposition

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna/Bhagalpur

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday
continued his attack the R|D-
Congress combine in Bihar,
as voting began for the first
phase of election in Bihar. The
PM accused the parties of
having a soft corner for infil-
trators and dislike for Lord
Ram and Chhathi Maiya
because of vote
bank politics.

Addressing
back-to-back
rallies in
Bhagalpur
and Araria
districts, the
PM also alleged
that the reluctance of
Opposition leaders to visit
Ayodhya to have darshan of
shrines is indicative of their
hatred for Dalits and back-
ward classes.

PM Modi reiterated that

kata (country-made

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a rally during the Bihar Assembly elections, in Araria PTI

weapons), kroorta (cruelty),
katuta (bitterness), kushasan
(misgovernance) and corrup-
tion were the hallmarks of
the 15-year-long jungle raj. “In

the curriculum of R|D, a
stands for apharan (kidnap- ment during the 15 years of
ping), f for firauti (ransom) jungle raj. No highways and
and p for parivarvaad bridges were built, nor any
(dynasty rule),” he added. centres of higher learning

“Bihar saw zero develop-

were set up. The NDA under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
worked very hard to bring the
State out of thatera,” he said.

“Today, Bihar has so many
expressways, bridges over
rivers, as many as four central
universities and other centres
of higher learning. Only the
NDA can ensure that this
journey towards growth con-
tinues uninterrupted,” the
PM added.

PM Modi said the NDA faces
a big challenge on this
journey of growth, which is
the menace of infiltration.

“The NDA is committed to
driving out each and every
infiltrator from the country. But
the Congress-R|D offer them
protection, take out political
yatras in their favour and
come up with misleading nar-
ratives,” alleged the PM in an
indirect reference to Leader of
the Opposition Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ and alle-
gations of “vote theft”.

Capital plans India at every turn

Raina, Dhawan caught in ED net over betting apps

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has provisionally
attached assets worth %11.14
crore linked to former Indian
cricketers Suresh Raina and
Shikhar Dhawan for alleged-
ly promoting a banned
betting application, which
used 6,000 mule accounts to
launder of over 1,000 crore.

The attachment includes
mutual fund investments
worth %6.64 cr belonging to
Raina and Dhawan’s
property valued at%4.5 crore.
The investigation has revealed
that 1xBet and its surrogate
brand 1xBat, 1xbat Sporting
lines were engaged in pro-

MONEY COLLECTED
FROM USERS WERE
ROUTED THROUGH
PAYMENT CHANNELS
TO DISGUISE THEIR
ORIGIN

moting and facilitating illegal
online betting and gambling
operations across India. The
ED’s probe has found that the
former cricketers “knowingly”
entered into endorsement
agreements with foreign enti-
ties for the
promotion of 1xBet and its
surrogates.

The agency had initiated
probe against the operators
of 1xBet based on multiple
FIRs registered by various

State police agencies. During
investigation, the agency said,
it found that 1xBet operated
in India without authorisation
and used surrogate branding
and advertisements to target
Indian users through social
media, online videos, and
print media. Payments for
endorsements were struc-
tured through layered trans-
actions using foreign interme-
diaries to disguise the illegal
source of funds.

Amounts collected from
users in were routed through
multiple payment gateways
to disguise their origin.
Investigations revealed that
merchants were on-boarded
on these gateways without
any KYC.

On verification of profiles of
these merchants, it was seen
that the entity’s declared
business activities did not
match their transaction pat-
terns, indicating laundering of
funds exceeding 21000 crore.

“Over 60 bank accounts
linked to these payment gate-
ways have been frozen.
Amount of over 4 crores have
been frozen so far. Further
investigation is in progress,”
said the agency.

The agency issued adviso-
ry stating that public should
exercise utmost caution and
refrain from engaging in,
promoting, or investing
money through online
betting or gambling
platforms.

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The Delhi Government has
launched a beautification
drive along 41 major traffic
roundabouts to promote
themes representing various
States and Union Territories.
The project is scheduled for
completion by the last week
of January 2026, ahead of the
peak tourist and event
season in the Capital.

The designs will feature
themes such as Rajasthan’s
forts and palaces, Odisha’s
Konark Sun Temple, Uttar
Pradesh’s Ayodhya Ram
Temple, Sikkim’s monaster-
ies, Kerala’s backwater-
inspired patterns, Gujarat’s
Statue of Unity and the

NEW DELHI AREA
HAS 52 LARGE AND
SMALL
ROUNDABOUTS,
WHICH GIVE DELHI
ITS CHARACTER

North-East’s bamboo
artistry, among others.
Further, the Public Works
Department (PWD) will ded-
icate select roundabouts to
the Indian armed forces,
symbolising valour, disci-
pline and sacrifice.
“Through this initiative,
PWD is transforming ordi-
nary roundabouts into extra-
ordinary symbols of pride-
celebrating every State,
every tradition, and the spirit

of our Armed Forces that
keeps the nation strong and
united,” said PWD Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma.

The process of revamping
roundabouts began ahead of
the 2023 G20 Summit, when
17 sculptures and
14 fountains were added to

roundabouts.
The New Delhi area-the
seat of the Union

Government and home to
key ministries, courts,
embassies, and some of the
city’s most sought-after
localities-comprises 1,298
km of road network punctu-
ated by 52 large and small
roundabouts which give
Lutyens’ Delhi its distinctive
character.

Vird clams Who isthe Brazilian woman in India s dectord rolls?

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s press conference
on vote theft put the spot-
light on a Brazilian woman,
whose photo, the Leader of
Opposition claimed,
appeared multiple times on
Haryana’s electoral roll. A
day after the claims were
made, the Internet abuzz
with her identity and her
video reaction expressing
shock at the development.

Since the press confer-
ence, the woman'’s photo-
graph has gone viral, with
intense speculation about
her identity, profession and

whereabouts. A number of
memes and satirical posts,
using her image, are also
doing the rounds of
social media.

A video of the woman as
claiming that the photo
shown at the press confer-
ence is an old photo of hers,
has now gone viral online.
“Guys, they are using an old
photo of mine. It is an old
photo, okay? I was young in
the photo, I was like 18 or 20
years old... I do not know if
itis an election or something
about voting that you have
to vote for. And in India. Ah!
They are portraying me as
Indian to scam people, guys.
What madness!” she was

Rahul Gandhi during his press conference in New Delhi on Wednesday

PTI

quoted, according to a rough
translation of the video from
Portuguese.

Supriya Shrinate, Congress
party’s social media head,
shared a video of the
woman, identified as Larissa
Nery, purportedly reacting to
her image going viral, after
Rahul showed it at his press
conference on Wednesday
and claimed that it was used
22 times at 10 booths in the
Rai Assembly constituency of
Haryana, with names such as
“Seema, Sweety and
Saraswati” on the electoral
list. After showing her pho-
tograph, Rahul asked
reporters to guess the
nationality of the woman.

“So, last guesses, I am
going to give a prize if
anybody can guess this.
Anybody? She is from Brazil.
She is a Brazilian model.
That is a stock photograph
and she is one of 25 lakh
such records in Haryana.
This is proof of a centralised
operation and I am going to
show you,” he said at the
presser.

The LoP in the Lok Sabha
alleged that the Haryana
polls last year were “stolen”.
He cited voter list data to
claim that 25 lakh entries
were fake and the Election
Commission of India collud-
ed with the BJP to ensure that
the party won the polls.
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BEDKHALI NOTICE

I, Suresh Kumar, son
of Shri Mam Chand,
resident of Near Chaupal,
Jamba, District Karnal,
declare that my son,
Yudhisthar Kumar, is
beyond my control. |
hereby disown him from all
my movable and
immovable properties.
Anyone dealing with him in
the future will be held
responsible.

We, Narinder Kumar
S/o Prem Singh & Mrs.
Alka W/o Narinder Kumar
R/o #1250, DaduMajra
Colony, Chandigarh.
Declare that Anjali is our
real daughter. She is out of
our control. We disown her
from our all moveable &
immovable property.
Anybody deal with her at
their own risk.

We Kranti Devi W/o
Sh. Pan Singh and Pan
Singh S/o Ram Prashad
R/o House No 383, Indira
Colony, Manimajra
Chandigarh inform that our
son Darshan and his wife
Usha are out of our control.
We Disown them from our
all moveable and
immovable properties.
Anybody who deals with
them will do at their own
Risk.

I, Rajinder Paul
Hundal, W/o Late Sh.
Major N.S. Hundal, R/o
House No. 1270, Pushpac
Complex, Sector 49-B,
Chandigarh, hereby inform
that my daughter, Jaskiran
Kalika alias Kiran, W/o Sh.
Sandeep Kalika, is out of

my control. | hereby
disown/debar her from all
my movable and

immovable properties. In
future, | and my other
family members shall not
be responsible for any of
her acts or activities.
Anybody dealing with her
shall do so at their own risk
and responsibility.

I Raj Kumar Shukla
S/o Sh. Chander Pal
Shukla R/o House No. 768,
Small Flats Dhanas
Chandigarh inform that my
daughter's Mithlesh Tiwari,
Vanita Shukla, Kavita
Pandey and Bharti my
son's Ashok Shukla, all are
out of my control. | Disown
them from my all moveable
and immovable properties.
Anybody who deals with
them will do at their own
Risk.

1, Jagdish Singh, S/o
Sh. Nanak Chand, R/o
House No. 913-A, Village
Dahar, Tehsil and District
Panipat, declare that my
son Sagar is out of my
control. So, | disown him
from my moveable and
immoveable property. In
future anybody who deals
with his responsibility for

that deal with him, or
engages in any illegal
activity will be held

responsible. My family will
not be responsible.

I, Meenu Arora, wife of
Lt Rajeev Arora, resident of
village, flat number 258/4,
Haibatpur Road B-2,
Golmohar City, Derabassi
Tehsil, Derabassi District,
SAS Nagar, Mohali, have
declare that my daughter
Diksha Arora is out of my
control. so i disowned her
from all my movable and
immovable properties.
anybody dealing with her
on their own risk.

| Manjit Singh Hansra
s/o Gurdev Singh s/o
Dasaunda Singh R/o.
village Burj Naklian, tehsil
Raikot, district Ludhiana
have evicted my younger
son Rajkamal Singh,
daughter-in-law Sukhdeep
Kaur @ Sukhi and
grandson Viraj Singh from
my movable & immovable
property due to non-
compliance. Any person
who deals with them will be
responsible himself.

I, Avtar Singh S/O
Late Sohan Singh,
Resident of H.No. 1077,
Sector-7B, Chandigarh, |
Hereby Declare That My
Son Amandeep Singh &
His Wife Darshpreet Kaur,
Both Are Out of My
Control. So | Disown Them
From All My
Moveable/Immoveable
Properties, If Anybody
Deals With Them Will Do
So at His/Her Own
Risk/Responsibility.

Classifieds

We Jatinder Kumar
Shrama, S/o Late
Sh.Bishan Dass Sharma
and Geeta Sharma w/o
Jatinder Kumar Sharma,
R/o House no 2271, sector
44-C, Chandigarh hereby
declare that we have no
concern with our son
Naveen Sharma and his
wife Sahara Sharma . We
disown them from our all
movable and immovable
properties. Anybody
dealing with them shall do
so at their own risk and
responsibility.

I, Naresh Kumar
Gandhi S/o Late Shri.
Girdhari Lal Gandhi R/o#
100, Sector- 26,
Panchkula, Haryana,
declare that my son Rahul
Gandhi is out of my control
so | disowned from my
moveable and immovable
properties anybody dealing
with him own risk.

I, Hemant Kumar S/o
Late: Satish Kumar R/o
Vill: Mubarakpur Sub-Teh:
Zirakpur Distt. SAS Nagar
declare that my daughter
Dipanshi W/o Rahul is out
of my control. So | disown
with  her from my
moveable/immoveable
property. If  anybody
dealing with her at his/her
own risk.

I, Nanku Ram S/o
Badlu Ram R/o 54/56
Madho Das Colony Teh &
Distt Rupnagar declare
that my daughter Rita Rani
is out of my control. So,l
disown her from all my
movable or immovable
properties. Anybody
dealing with her on their
own risk.

ﬁ o aa [}
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Manvir Kaur Gill
Wife of Yugraj Singh and
daughter of Gurcharan
Singh R/o Village Bains PO
Dorangla Distt Gurdaspur
(Punjab) declare that | am
also known as Manvir
Kaur. That Manvir Kaur Gill
and Manvir Kaur is one
and the same person.
These both names pertain
to one and the same
person i.e myself.
Concerned note.

I, Dr. Rashmi Hyanki
D/O Gagan Singh Hyanki
have Lost my original
certificate of class 12th
Year-1976. Roll No.103891
. Pass out from UPMSB.
Finder Contact: Dr. Rashmi
Bakshi. House. No. 229,
Sector 15A, Chandigarh.
160015 +91-8054099022

I, Hemant Chahal S/o
Sh. Parveen Kumar R/o

H.No. 968-C/30, Dev
Colony, Rohtak, Haryana,
India declare that

previously | was known as
Hemant and now | have
changed my name from
Hemant to Hemant
Chahal. In future | may be
known as HEMANT
CHAHAL for all purposes.

1, Manju Bala W/o No.
192887F Ex Chief Artificer
Anand Singh R/o Vill. &
P.O. More Kheri, Teh.
Sampla, Distt. Rohtak
(Haryana) declare that my
name Manju and my DOB
12.04.1974 are wrongly
mentioned in my husband
Service record. But my
correct & actual name is
Manju Bala and my
correct DOB is
25.02.1981. vide affidavit
dated 06.11.2025 before
Notary Public Rohtak.

I, Sarvjit Kaur Spouse
Of GS- 171761K Mt Dvr
Kuljit Singh. R/O Village
Tung, Po Hayat Nagar,
Tehsil/District Gurdaspur,
Punjab. Declare That My
Name Sarvjit Kaur Is
Wrong. But My Name
Sarbjit Kaur Is Correct.
Vide Affidavit No. IN-
PB89292955807847X
Dated 04-11-2025 Before
Executive Magistrate
Gurdaspur.

I, No 1568148W Ex-
Hav Parkash Singh, VPO
Majri , Ludhiana (Punjab)
declare that name of my
wife Malkiat Kaur wrongly
entered as Malkit Kaur in

my service record,
whereas in civil
documents as Malkiat

Kaur, which is correct.

I, Ali Sher S/o Ahimad
Khan, R/o Village Manna,
Tehsil Dhuri, Distt.
Sangrur, state that my
daughter Jasmeen Begum
(Roll No. 13705919),
student of Baba Aapo Aap
Guru Nanak Public
School, Chhintanwala,
had my name wrongly
mentioned as Ali Sher
Mohammad in school
records. My correct name
is Ali Sher, and | request
correction by removing
Mohammad from all her
records.

I, Jamila Begam W/o
Ali  Sher, R/o Village
Manna, Tehsil Dhuri, Distt.
Sangrur, state that my
daughter Jasmeen Begum
(Roll  No. 13705919),
student of Baba Aapo Aap
Guru Nanak Public
School, Chhintanwala,
had my name wrongly
mentioned as Jamila
Begum in school records.
My correct name spelling
is Jamila Begam and |
request correction in all
her school records
accordingly.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o
Vasudev Singh Bakshi R/o
House no. 3216, Paradise
Enclave, Sector 50-D,
Chandigarh have changed
my name to Rakesh Kumar
Bakshi.

I, Ravi Kashyap Son
of Sh. Lal Chand Kashyap
resident of House No. 30,
Side- 1, Vikaspuri, New
Delhi declare that name of
my father written as Lal
Chand in my passport No.
U8951797. Wheres in all
other government
documents name of my
father is Lal Chand
Kashyap. Correct name of
my father is Lal Chand
Kashyap and | intend to
changed name of my
father from Lal Chand to
Lal Chand Kashyap in my
passport. All concerned
Please may note.

I, Som Nath S/o Kotu
Ram Chhabra R/o
#2687/1, Sector 44-C,
Chandigarh have changed
my name to Som Dev
Chhabra.

I, Archana (Aadhar No.
6334 1842 2457) W/o Sh.
Rajesh Kumar (D/o Sh.
Ram Kanwar) R/o Flat No.
1601, Tower-2A, Suncity
Parikarma, Sector 20,

Panchkula, Haryana
134117 That | have
changed my name
Archana to  Archana

Kataria. That Archana and
Archana Kataria are same
and one person.

I, Jyoti Pandey W/o
Sh. Paras Tripathi R/o
House No. 1216-F, Sector-

7B, Chandigarh have
changed my name from
Jyoti Pandey to Jyoti
Tripathi.

I, Palak D/o Jyoti
Swaroop R/o H. No. 5/302,
Mohalla Khera, VPO
Chhachhrauli, Tehsil
Chhachhrauli, Distt.
Yamuna Nagar (Haryana)
have changed my name
from Palak to Palak
Sachdeva.

I, Om Parkash S/o Sh.
Dayal Chand R/o Village

Tagra Hansua, Tehsil
Kalka, Kalka, District
Panchkula (Haryana)

133302, have changed My
Minor Son Name From
Bharat to Gagandeep
Singh.

I, BHAGYA LAKSHMI
wife of No 17006099W
Rank NK Name
MALLAVARAPU VENKATA
SIVA NAGA RAJU R/0
QTR NO-2862, SECTOR-
E, CHANDIMANDIR
CANTT PANCHKULA-
134107, 906 AD Regt
WKSP C/lo 56 APO
CHANDIMANDIR CANTT
PANCHKULA-134107 That
| have changed my Name
from BHAGYA LAKSHMI
to MALLAVARAPU
BHAGYA LAKSHMI. That

my date of birth is
10.08.1995. That both
Names BHAGYA
LAKSHMI AND

MALLAVARAPU BHAGYA
LAKSHMI pertains to one
and the same person.

I, Sunil son of Devi
Singh, Resident of House
No. 2651/2, Block -10,
Nearby Animals Park,
Sector 49-C, Chandigarh,
have changed my name
from Sunil to Sunil Kumar.

| Kapil Dev S/o Sh
Parkash Chand Gupta R/o
H No 1435 Gali No 6
Green Valley, Near Gilco
Market Mundi Kharar
Sector 127 Mohali have
changed my name from
Kapil Dev to Kapil Dev
Gupta. All please note.

| Fakeha Nazir Naqvi
W/o Syed Khamis Ali R/o
House No 1360 Urban
Estate, Sector 9, Near
water Tank, Karnal
Haryana have changed
my name from Fakeha
Nazir Naqvi to Fakiha
Nazir Naqvi.

| kamaljeet Kaur W/o
Sukhvinder Singh R/o
House No 48, Palsora,
Sector 55, Chandigarh
have changed my name
from Kamaljeet Kaur to
Kamlesh.

I, Simranjit Kaur W/o

Bhupinder Singh R/o
Village  Rajpura, PO
Mussimble, Tehsil

Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar have changed my
name from Simranjit Kaur
to Simranjeet Kaur.

I, Harjinder Singh
Bajwa S/o Lakhwinder
Singh R/o House No.1,
Fire Station, Sector 17,
Chandigarh have change
my name from Harjinder
Singh Bajwa to Harjinder
Singh

I, JC-243749F Ris
Jasvir Singh (Retd) son of
Late Sh. Chanan Singh
resident of Village and PO
Gera, Tehsil Mukerian,
Distt Hoshiarpur (Pb) have
changed name of my wife
from Kuldeep Kaur to
Kuldip Kaur. Her correct
date of birth is 14.05.1966.
Concerned Note.

I, No. 2484403H Ex-
Hav Daljit Singh S/o Sh.
Raghvir Singh residence
of Village Singhowal PO
Dagan Tehsil Mukerian
Distt. Hoshiarpur (PB) has
changed my daughter's
name from Puja Devi to
Pooja Devi. Concern Note.

I, No. 2484403H Ex-
Hav Daljit Singh S/o Sh.
Raghvir Singh residence
of Village Singhowal PO
Dagan Tehsil Mukerian
Distt. Hoshiarpur (PB) has
changed my daughter's
name from Mani Devi to
Manni Devi whose correct
date of birth is 18/10/2004.
Concern Note.

I, Surender Kumar
Dahiya S/o Sh. Rai Singh
Dahiya R/O Anant Vihar,
Near Karn Tilla, Mirzapur
Farm, Village Mirzapur,
Tehsil Thanesar District
Kurukshetra have
changed my name from
Surender Kumar Rai
Singh Dahiya to Surender
Kumar Dahiya.

Continuity Pg. No. 07

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF
Ms. Chandan
Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class
Ludhiana
M/S SABBEY FEEDS
Vs.

M/S KHAN BHAI DAIRY FARM
CNR No.:PBLD03-002659-2023
Next Date:- 27-11-2025
Detail of offence:-

NOTICE TO:- M/S KHAN BHAI
DAIRY FARM, M/S KHAN BHAI
DAIRY FARM, NEAR CENTRAL
JAIL, KOT BHALWAL, JAMMU
THROUGH ITS PROP. MR.
ANJUM KHAN.

In above titled case, the accused
could not be served. It is ordered
that accused should appear in
person or through counsel on
27-11-2025 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice &  district=

mogacourt
Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class
Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 04-11-2025

GB Realty Unveils 'Opus One' - It's ‘Iconic
Certified’ Ultra-Luxury Residential Towers
Project

Chandigarh: ‘Opus One’ residential tower project has been
planned by Chandigarh region's fast growing real estate
organisation - GB Realty. The project is GB Realty's ultra -
luxury residential development which was formally
announced at a press conference here is New Chandigarh's
first RERA approved ‘Iconic Certified’ residential complex.
Set in Ecocity II, New Chandigarh, ‘Opus One’ is aimed as
a project that integrates global design expertise, sustainable
architecture, and luxury. Gurinder Bhatti, Founder and
Chairman, GB Realty, said Opus One is a dream born from
my deep connection with Punjab and my vision is to make
Punjab a reference point for world-class real estate in India.
Bhatti was joined by Rajesh Mittal, MD Suryacon & Mr.
Rohit Sethi, Director (Operations), GB Realty at the press
conference. Bhatti told media persons that ‘Opus One’, has
been conceptualized as the tallest residential development in
the region, which will comprise 11 towers soaring up to 32
floors. It will have around 688 ultra-luxury dwelling units.

Bank of Maharashtra Opens Its 4th branch In
Distt.Karnal And 59th Branch In The State of
Haryana.

Gharaunda: Bank of Maharashtra (BoM), a premiere public
sector Bank in the country, inaugurateditsfirst Branch at
Gharaunda. The branch would offer state-of-the-art banking
services and will also contribute to the overall development
of the local economy. Bank of Maharashtra now has
04branches and 04 ATMs in District Karnal and 59 branches
in Haryana as on Nov 06th, 2025. Bank aims to further
strengthen its presence and customer reach in Haryana. The
new branch was inaugurated by Shri. Happy Luck Gupta,
Chairperson Municipal Committee in the presence of Dy.
Zonal Manager, Chandigarh Zone. Staff members and the
esteemed customers were present on the occasion.

Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board
Limited

Shimla: Shri Prabodh Saxena, Chairman of the Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity Board Limited, today visited the 132
kV Jautogh (Tutu) Sub-Station and inspected the
augmentation work at the substation. He directed that the
enhancement work be completed as soon as possible. The
Sub-Station's current capacity is 63 MVA, which is being
increased to 126 MVA. The increased capacity will enable
the Sub-Station to meet Shimla's growing electricity demand,
both now and in the future, in light of its development.

Shri Manohar Lal, Hon’ble Union Minister of
Power, Housing and Urban Affairs releases
Commemorative Coin to celebrate Golden
Jubilee of NHPC Limited

Shri Manohar Lal, Hon’ble Union Minister of Power,
Housing and Urban Affairs released a Commemorative Coin
of 50 Rupees to commemorate 50 years of NHPC at New
Delhi on 6th November 2025 in the presence of Shri Pankaj
Agarwal, Secretary (Power), Ministry of Power, Government
of India, Shri Bhupender Gupta, CMD, NHPC and Shri
Uttam Lal, Director (Personnel), NHPC. NHPC Limited,
India’s Premier Hydropower Navratna Company under the
Ministry of Power, is marking a momentous milestone-
completing 50 years of its establishment on 7th November
2025.

While congratulating NHPC Limited on this occasion,
Hon’ble Union Minister of Power, Housing and Urban
Affairs said that the release of Commemorative Coin by
Government of India is a recognition of NHPC's enduring
legacy and its strategic contribution to India's energy self-
reliance. This Commemorative Coin honours its remarkable
journey of resilience, innovation and service to the nation.
Hon’ble Union Minister of Power, Housing and Urban
Affairs also released a special publication, a comic book titled
"Chhota Bheem aur Bada Bandh" which has been created
based on 'Chhota Bheem' and his supporting characters, with
the aim of conveying the message of importance and benefits
of hydropower to the children and the general public through
engaging storytelling and vibrant illustrations.
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AAP MPs Face Student Anger
Amid PU-Syndicate Controversy

MONIKA MALIK B Chandigarh

Tension crackled across the
Panjab University campus on
Thursday as two Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MPs — Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer and
Malvinder Singh Kang — faced
an unprecedented outburst of
anger from students
protesting the Centre’s
controversial decision to
dissolve the University’s
Senate and Syndicate. What
began as an outreach visit by
the MPs to show solidarity
quickly turned into a scene of
fury, with students accusing
the AAP-led Punjab
Government of double
standards — “92 MLAs rushed
to Delhi when Kejriwal was in
trouble, but no one sat with
us”, they shouted, forcing
both MPs to beat a hasty
retreat.

What was meant to be a
political show of support
ended in humiliation for the
AAP leaders. As soon as Meet
Hayer and Kang reached the
PU campus after meeting
Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria, scores of
students surrounded them,
questioning the party’s

“silence” and “inaction” on
the university crisis.

“You call yourselves our
representatives, yet when
Delhi calls, you all fly there
overnight. Why not here?”
one student was heard
shouting, as others joined in
with chants of “AAP Sarkar
Murdabad”. The students
accused the party of confining
its protest to memorandums
and statements instead of
launching a visible agitation
in support of Punjab’s
academic institutions.

Even as Meet Hayer tried to
calm the agitated crowd by
explaining that the AAP
delegation had just met the
Governor to seek
intervention, the students
dismissed the response as
mere posturing. “Stop playing
proposal-proposal in the
Assembly — get on the
streets,” they retorted,
demanding that the
government declare a Punjab-
wide bandh in solidarity with
the “Save University”
movement.

With tempers flaring and
slogans rising, both MPs
withdrew from the venue
under escort — their attempt
to connect with the students

ending in complete disarray.
AAP  DELEGATION  MEETS
GOVERNOR, CALLS CENTRE'S
MOVE ‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL
Earlier in the day, a high-
level AAP delegation led by
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema and
comprising MP Meet Hayer
and Kang, MLAs Dalvinder
Singh Laddi Dhons and Goldy
Kamboj, and former Senate

members IP Singh and
Ravinder Pal Singh met
Governor  Gulab  Chand

Kataria to protest the Centre’s
decision to dissolve the
Senate and Syndicate.

The delegation argued that

the move was
“unconstitutional and an
assault on Punjab’s

autonomy”, pointing out that
the Senate and Syndicate
were created under a law
passed by the Punjab
Legislative Assembly in 1947,
and therefore, no central
department had the authority
to alter or dissolve them.
Addressing the media
outside Raj Bhavan, Cheema
said: “This is not merely about
Punjab University — nearly
200 affiliated colleges and
lakhs of students across the
state have been directly

CM Saini invites Tesla to set up
manufacturing unit in Haryana

PNS B Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Thursday offered support to
us multinational
automotive and clean
energy company, Tesla, for
setting up a manufacturing
unit in the state. A
delegation of Tesla India
Motors and Energy Private
Ltd, the Indian subsidiary of
Tesla Inc, led by the
company’s Southeast Asia
director, Isabel Fan, met
Saini in Chandigarh to
invite him for the
inauguration of a Tesla
Experience Centre being set
up in  Gurugram on
November 27. The center
will house an experience
center, delivery center,
service center, office space
and supercharging station
within a single campus.
While chairing a meeting
with Tesla representatives,
Saini said that the state

Haryana to launch

PNS B Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Secretary
Anurag Rastogi on Thursday
said that the State
Government plans to launch
the ambitious ‘Water Secure
Haryana’ Programme, an
initiative about Rs 5,700
crore, of which around Rs
4,000 crore ($500 million)
will be supported by the
World Bank under its
Program-for-Results (PforR)
framework. The six-year
program, expected to
commence in 2026, aims to

transform Haryana’s
irrigation and water
management systems

government is committed
to providing full support to
promote electric vehicles
and attract industrial
investment. He also
presented a copy of the
Haryana Electric Vehicle
Policy to Tesla
representatives and
highlighted that Haryana is
rapidly emerging as a
leader in this sector. The
CM said that setting up a
Tesla manufacturing plant
in Haryana would not only
significantly boost the
company’s sales but also
make Tesla electric vehicles

more affordable and
accessible to Indian
consumers. He said that
Haryana’s EV policy
provides investors with
attractive incentives,

robust infrastructure and a
business-friendly
environment.

Saini further stated that
Haryana has become an
ideal destination for
investment and innovation,

offering world-class
facilities and a conducive
environment for industries.
He added that Tesla’s
presence in the state will
further accelerate industrial

and technological
development.
Gurugram is a major

automobile hub, primarily

due to the large
manufacturing and
corporate presence of
companies like Maruti

Suzuki. The region is home
to several manufacturing
plants, component
suppliers, and corporate
headquarters for major
automotive players. After
launching in Mumbai in July
and Delhi in August, Elon
Musk’s Tesla India Motor
and Energy Pvt Ltd has
leased nearly 51,000 sq ft of
super built-up area at
Orchid Business Park on
Sohna Road, Gurugram, for
nine years at a starting
monthly rent of Rs 40.17
lakh.

affected. The Centre has
demolished a 60-year-old
democratic structure only to
push its own syllabus and
centralized control over our
education system.”

Cheema alleged that the
Centre was attempting to
take command of teacher

recruitment and the
university’s internal
governance, adding that
“after the Bhakra Beas
Management Board, now

Punjab University is the latest
target of the Centre’s
interference”.\

The delegation demanded
that the Governor
recommend the immediate
withdrawal of the October 28
notification and direct the
Centre to announce dates for
the long-pending Senate
elections.

CENTRE'S DUAL NOTIFICATIONS
ADD TO CHAOS

The controversy erupted on
October 28 when the Union
Government  issued a
notification dissolving the
Punjab University Senate and
Syndicate, sparking massive
protests led by student
organizations, faculty, and
political groups. By October
30, the agitation had

Punjab Assembly’s
Temporary Structure
to be Ready by Nov 20

at Anandpur Sahib

PNS B Chandigarh/Sri
Anadpur Sahib

The sacred city of Sri
Anandpur Sahib is abuzz with
preparations as Punjab gears
up for a historic moment —
the first-ever special session
of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
dedicated to the 350th
martyrdom anniversary of
Sikh’s ninth master, Guru
Tegh Bahadur. The temporary
Assembly structure, being
raised near the iconic Virasat-
e-Khalsa, will be completed
by November 20 to mark the
solemn occasion. Punjab
Vidhan Sabha Speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan, presiding
over a review meeting, said
that the commemorative
session is not just a political
eventbuta spiritual tribute to
the ninth Guru, revered as
‘Hind Di Chadar’. “The idea is
to spread Guru Sahib’s divine
message of  courage,
compassion, and freedom of
faith to every corner of the
world,” Sandhwan said.

$500 million World Bank-supported Water Programme

through integrated, data-
driven, and performance-
based approaches, he
added.

During a meeting with
World Bank representatives
in Chandigarh, Rastogi
described the program as a
“paradigm shift” in the
state’s approach to water
management. He said the
initiative would play a key
role in achieving the vision
of making Haryana India’s
first truly water-secure state
by the end of this program in
2032.

Rastogi pointed out that
this project would have a
component of Participatory
Irrigation Management (PIM)

and asked the World Bank
team to add their valuable
suggestions in this context.
A senior World Bank
representative described the
initiative as “not just an
irrigation  project—it is
Haryana’s  blueprint to
become India’s first truly
water-secure state”.

The programme will
directly intervene in 14
strategic irrigation clusters
spanning 18  districts,
covering a  Culturable
Command Area (CCA) of
363,546 hectares. In a similar
pattern, the remaining
districts will be covered in
Haryana with funding from
NABARD, State Budget or

other agencies. While the
physical interventions will
focus on specific clusters, the
planning and institutional
reforms will benefit all 22
districts of Haryana.

On the occasion, the
World Bank team praised
Haryana’s forward-looking
approach, calling the
program one of the most

comprehensive water
resource management
initiatives in India. The

initiative marks a significant
shift ~ from traditional
construction-centric
schemes to outcome-based,
transparent, and
community-driven
interventions.

Sugarcane Farmers Demand Rs 500
MSP; Set Nov 15 as Deadline for Govt

MONIKA MALIK B Chandigarh

Furious over idle sugar mills
and unpaid dues totaling Rs
120 crore, sugarcane growers
in Jalandhar have issued a
hardline ultimatum to the
Punjab Government,
demanding the immediate
reconstitution of the
Sugarcane Board and fixation
of the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) at Rs 500 per quintal.
Farmers warned that unless
their demands are met by
November 15, they will
escalate protests — delivering
memoranda to Deputy
Commissioners, besieging DC
offices and mounting highway
and railway blockades that
will disrupt transport and
trade.

Farmers have set out a step-
by-step action calendar in
case the government fail to

respond. First, they will deliver
formal demand letters to the
offices of all Deputy
Commissioners on November
7. If there is no satisfactory
response, they will stage sit-
ins outside DC offices from 11
am to 2 pm on November 18.
The movement warned of a
further  escalation  with
planned blockades  of
highways and railway tracks
on November 21 — actions
aimed at forcing immediate
administrative attention and
compelling mills to restart
operations.

Farmers told reporters that
despite the crop being ripe for
harvest, sugar mills remain
closed because the state has
not reconstituted the
Sugarcane Board — its term
expired in April — and no
meeting has been convened
to set procurement policy or
direct mills to operate. “It is

November 6 and we are left
watching our produce rot
while payments of Rs 120 crore
from last season remain
pending,” said spokesmen for
multiple farmer
organizations. The delay, they
said, has left thousands of
growers financially stranded
at the very moment they
should be receiving payments.

Highlighting the disparity
with neighbouring Haryana,
where cane rates have
reportedly been fixed at Rs 401
per quintal, Jalandhar farmers
insisted Punjab must fix MSP at
Rs 500 per quintal before
procurement begins. They
argued that while prices for

cereals and maize are
finalized ahead of sowing,
sugarcane rates are
inexplicably  being  left

undecided even as harvesting
approaches — a failure that,
farmers say, betrays the state’s

duty to protect growers’
incomes.

The list of demands is clear
— immediate reconstitution of
the Sugarcane Board,
payment of pending Rs 120
crore dues without delay,
formal declaration of MSP atRs
500 per quintal, and
instructions to private and
cooperative mills to
commence crushing
operations forthwith. Farmer
leaders stressed that they seek
lawful redress but will not
hesitate to adopt civil
resistance if the state
continues to ignore their
plight.

Farm unions urged the
Punjab Government to act
swiftly to prevent a wider law-
and-order crisis and to salvage
the sugar season before
irreversible damage is done to
farmers’ livelihoods and the
local economy.

snowballed into the “Save
University” movement, with
students demanding
restoration of the university’s
democratic  setup. On
November 5, the Centre
issued two fresh notifications
— one revoking the October
28 order and another stating
that the Senate and Syndicate
shall not be dissolved “till
further orders”. The
conflicting communications,
instead of bringing clarity,
have only deepened
confusion and mistrust,
fuelling further anger among
students, professors, and
affiliated colleges.
‘PUNJABIYAT UNDER ATTACK':
MEET HAYER, KANG ECHO
CONCERNS

MP Meet Hayer, while
speaking to journalists, said
that Panjab University was
not just an educational
institution but “a living
symbol of Punjab’s cultural
and historical legacy”. “This
university stands on land that
belonged to ourvillages when
the nation was divided. Its
roots are deeply embedded in
Punjab’s identity, and any
attempt to dilute that will be
resisted,” he asserted. Sri
Anandpur Sahib MP Malvinder

Singh Kang added that the
Centre’s action violated
constitutional  federalism.
“The university’s Senate and
Syndicate were formed
through an Act of the Punjab
Assembly, and only Punjab
has the right to make
amendments. The Union
Education Department
cannot impose unilateral
control,” he said.
CAMPUS BOILS AS STUDENTS
CALL FOR PUNJAB BANDH
Meanwhile, the Punjab
University campus remains
the epicentre of the agitation,
with students declaring that
their movement will not stop
until the October 28
notification is scrapped in
writing and Senate elections
are formally announced.
Student leaders accused both

state and central
governments of “trading
Punjab’s autonomy for

politics” and said that the
coming days would witness
intensified demonstrations
across colleges. “We will not
allow any power to erase
Punjab’s voice from its own
university,” one of them
vowed, as chants of “Punjab
University Bachao” echoed
across the campus.

Rs 460 crore disbursed for Kangra
airport expansion, says CM

PNS M Shimla

A total of Rs 460 crore has
been disbursed to the
beneficiaries towards land
acquisition for the expansion
of Kangra airport, and
another Rs 1,899 crore is
ready to be released,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said on Thursday.
Reviewing various
ongoing projects of the
tourism department, he said
the expansion of Kangra
airport is of paramount
importance as it will bolster
the economy of not only
Kangra district but also the
adjoining districts. "It will go
a long way in promoting
tourism activities in this
region, thereby generating
employment and  self-
employment opportunities
for the local youth," he said,
adding that the expansion of

this airport would also
attract high-end tourists to
the area.

The chief minister also
reviewed the ongoing
project of setting up heliports
across the state and directed
that the construction work
be completed. The
operational authorisation for
Sanjauli and Rampur Bushair
heliports has been received
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), he
said, adding that operations
should commence soon after
completing the remaining
codal formalities.

He also reviewed the
ongoing construction work
of other heliports being set
up at Kagnidhdar in Mandi
district, Rakkar and Palampur
in Kangra district, Sultanpur
in Kullu district, Reckongpeo
in Kinnaur district and Jaskot
in Hamirpur district and
instructed the officers to
complete these projects by
next year.

AR

OVER 10L PUNJAB FARMERS BENEFIT FROM MSP; PATIALA TOPS IN
PROCUREMENT

Chandigarh: Over 10.11 lakh farmers in Punjab have benefited
from the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for paddy so far,
reflecting the Bhagwant Mann-led government’s smooth
procurement efforts. Under Food and Civil Supplies Minister
Lal Chand Kataruchak, 98 percent of the total 1.38 crore MT
paddy arrivals have been procured, with 86 percent lifted.
Patiala district leads with 95,021 farmers receiving MSP
benefits. Officials said procurement, lifting, and timely
payments continue efficiently across mandis to ensure
farmers face no inconvenience.

PUNJAB MINISTER INVITES KERALA SIKHS TO ATTEND GURU TEGH
BAHADUR’S MARTYRDOM EVENTS

Thiruvananthapuram: Punjab PWD Minister Harbhajan Singh
ETO on Thursday paid obeisance at Station Gurdwara Sahib,
Thiruvananthapuram, during the parkash purb celebrations
of Guru Nanak Dev and invited the local Sikh community to
attend the 350th martyrdom anniversary commemorations
of Guru Tegh Bahadur at Sri Anandpur Sahib. He also met
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan to extend a formal
invitation and urged Punjabis settled abroad to keep
spreading Guru Nanak Dev [i’'s teachings of truth,
compassion, and equality.
SACRED HEART'S ‘UMEED’
ENVIRONMENT AND AWARENESS
Chandigarh: The Interact Club ‘Umeed’ of Sacred Heart Senior
Secondary School on Thursday organized a community
outreach event at a nearby government school, promoting
literacy and environmental awareness. Students donated
books, interacted with children, and conducted a plantation
drive. The club also held awareness sessions on substance
abuse and cyber security, encouraging open conversations
on social issues. Reaffirming its commitment to youth
empowerment, Umeed continues to nurture compassion,
responsibility, and social consciousness among students.
IILM UNIVERSITY, IIT DELHI'S FITT LAUNCH ‘FOUNDRY ONFE’
INNOVATION HUB

Chandigarh: 1ILM University, in collaboration with IIT Delhi’s
FITT, has launched Foundry One — an innovation hub and
accelerator aimed at merging academia with
entrepreneurship. Envisioned as a 300,000 square feet
campus in Gurugram, it will foster breakthroughs in Al, deep
tech, healthcare, and defence. Leaders like Amitabh Kant and
Deepak Bagla hailed the initiative as a transformative model
for India’s innovation economy. The launch also announced
IILM’s four-year Startup Degree Program, integrating
innovation into education.

GATKA WARRIORS TO COMPETE IN BENGALURU FROM NOV 7-9;
WINNERS TO REPRESENT INDIA GLOBALLY

Chandigarh: The National Gatka Association of India (NGAI) is
set to host the 2nd Federation Gatka Cup at Bengaluru City
University from November 7-9, featuring under-19 teams from
10 states. NGAI president Harjeet Singh Grewal on Thursday
said that the gold medallists will qualify for the 2026
International Pythian Cultural Games. Organized under the
aegis of World Gatka Federation and Asian Gatka Federation,
the event will celebrate India’s martial and cultural heritage
while positioning Gatka on the global sports map.

HIMACHAL CM DIRECTS HPPCL TO EXPEDITE EXECUTION OF POWER
PROJECTS

Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Thursday directed the Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited (HPPCL) officials to expedite the execution of ongoing
hydroelectric power projects and also issued instructions to
ensure the completion of 450 MW Shong Tong Power Project
in Kinnaur district by December 2026. Reviewing the
functioning of HPPCL here, he said that more than 60 per cent
of the project had already been completed and emphasised
the need to accelerate the remaining work. He also directed
that the transmission line be established in parallel to ensure
timely evacuation of the power from this project.

CRICKETER SHEFALI VERMA BROUGHT GLORY TO HARYANA: CM
SAINI

Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Thursday spoke with women’s cricket team star Shefali
Verma, from Haryana, and congratulated her on India’s
victory in the Women’s Cricket World Cup. Saini also
commended her stellar performance as Player of the Match in
the final. The CM said that Shefali Verma’s achievement is a
moment of pride not only for Haryana but for the entire
nation.

CLUB PROMOTES LITERACY,
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COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Abhay Rajan Shukla
Judicial Magistrate Ist Class-3
M/S HINDUSTAN ENGINEERING
PRODUCTS
Vs.

M/S J.K. AUTOMOTIONS
CNR No.:PBSA03-020065-2023
Next Date:- 18-12-2025
NACT/227/2023
Detail of offence:-

NOTICE TO:- 1) M/S JK.
AUTOMOTIONS THROUGH ITS
PROPRIETOR AJIT KUMAR
WANGNOO 99, 4, SHAKTI
NAGAR JAMMU AND KASHMIR-
180001
2ND ADDRESS- 71 EXHIBITION
GROUND  JEWEL CHOWK
JAMMU-180002
2.) AJIT KUMAR WANGNOO R/O
99, 4, SHAKTI NAGAR JAMMU
AND KASHMIR-180001
2ND ADDRESS- 71 EXHIBITION
GROUND  JEWEL CHOWK
JAMMU-180002
In above titled case, the accused
could not be served. It is ordered
that accused should appear in
person or through counsel on
18-12-2025 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice = & district=
mogacourt

Judicial Magistrate Ist Class-3
Dated, this day of 04-11-2025
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COURT NOTICE

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Ajay Pal Singh
Additional Civil Judge (Senior

Division), Hoshiarpur
GURJOT SINGH SON OF SH.
KULDIP SINGH RESIDENT OF
HOUSE NO B-22/761/1, GALI NO
8, MOHALLA NEW DASHMESH
NAGAR, TEHSIL AND DISTRICT
HOSHIARPUR.

Vs.
1. REGIONAL OFFICER CBSE
BOARD, SCO 37-40, JUBLIEE
SQUARE, GAMADA AEROCITY,
SAS NAGAR.
2. SHRI GURU HAR KRISHAN
SENIOR SECONDARY PUBLIC
SCHOOL, VILLAGE PANDORI
KHAJOOR, TEHSIL AND
DISTRICT HOSHIARPUR
THROUGH ITS PRINCIPAL.
3. GENERAL PUBLIC.
CNR No.:PBH002-001544-2025
Next Date: 12-12-2025
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-
GENERAL PUBLIC
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s) could
not be served. It is ordered that
defendant(s)/respondent(s) should
appear in person or through
counsel on 12-12-2025 at 10:00
a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district notice&district-
Hoshiarpur
Additional Civil Judge
(Senior Division)
Hoshiarpur
Dated, this day of 04-11-2025

COURT NOTICE

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana
IN THE COURT OF
Ms. Harmeet Kaur Puri
Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class
Ludhiana
CNR NO.:PBLD03-053332-2022
Peshi: 28-11-2025
PUBLICATION _NOTICE FOR
PROCLAMATION UNDER
SECTION 82 CR. PC
TATA CAPITAL FINANCIAL
SERVICES LTD.
Vs.

M/S THIS WORLD
PETITION u/s 138 OF
NEGOTIABLE _INSTRUMENTS
ACT. 1881 AMENDED UPTO
DATE
NOTICE TO: M/S THIS WORLD
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR
DEEPSHIKHA DEEPSHIKA
PROPRIETOR M/S THIS WORLD,
BOTH ADDRESS- 1411/3 GALI
NO.15, RAM NAGAR COLONY,
ISLALABAD, AMRITSAR-025, NA-
143001, PUNJAB.

Whereas it has been proved to the
satisfaction of the Court that the
accused above named cannot be
served in the ordinary way of
service. Hence, this proclamation
under section 82 CRPC is hereby
issued against him / them and
should appear personally or
through  their  counsel on
28-11-2025 at 10.00 a.m.
Take notice that, in default of his/
their appearance on the day before
mentioned, the above said case will
be heard and determined in his/
their absence.
Given under my hand and the seal
of the Court, this 28-10-2025
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice @ &  district=
Ludhiana

Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class

Ludhiana

COURT NOTICE

Criminal Courts, Ludhiana
IN THE COURT OF
Ms. Harmeet Kaur Puri
Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class
Ludhiana
CNR NO.:PBLD03-048088-2022
Peshi: 21-11-2025
PUBLICATION _NOTICE FOR
PROCLAMATION UNDER
SECTION 82 CR. PC
AXIS BANK LTD.
Vs.

RAJAT ENTERPRISES
PETITION U/S 138 OF
NEGOTIABLE _INSTRUMENTS
ACT, 1881 AMENDED UPTO

DATE

NOTICE TO: 1. RAJAT
ENTERPRISES THROUGH ITS
AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY
RAJAT BEHAL

2. RAJAT BEHAL AUTHORIZED
SIGNATORY OF RAJAT
ENTERPRISES R/O HOUSE
NO.320, SECTOR-10,
PANCHKULA, HARYANA-134109
2ND ADDRESS- SHOP NO.777/4,
GOBINDPURA, MANIMAJRA,
CHANDIGARH-160101
Whereas it has been proved to the
satisfaction of the Court that the
accused above named cannot be
served in the ordinary way of
service. Hence, this proclamation
under section 82 CRPC is hereby
issued against him / them and
should appear personally or
through  their  counsel on
21-11-2025 at 10.00 a.m.
Take notice that, in default of his/
their appearance on the day before
mentioned, the above said case will
be heard and determined in his/
their absence.
Given under my hand and the seal
of the Court, this 28-10-2025
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice &  district=
Ludhiana

Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class

Ludhiana

Eik
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The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.

The Executive Engineer Outer Seraj Division HPPWD Nirmand Distt Kullu H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online
bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the work
as detailed in the table.

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer,

Outer Seraj Division, HPPWD. Nirmand
Weh: www.hppwd.gov.in, Email: ee-nir-hp@nic.in Phone No.-01904-255140

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

No

21

22

23

24

25
26
27

28

29

sr. |

lane in km. 0/000 to 2/000)

construction of dumping site at RD  2/330 to 2/430)

culvert at RD 2/340 )

C/O link road from Shroo to Badari k m 0/00 to 0/720 under 5,01,009.00 -do- 11,000.00 -do-
BASP. (SH: - C/O retaining wall at RD 0/545 to 0/570 and

0/618 to 0/630)

Restoration of rain damages on Nore to Luhri road km. 4,13,405.00 -do- 9,000.00

__ | under PDNA 2023.

10/120 to 10/150 and 11/200 to 11/220) under PDNA 2023

and 2/120 to 2/200 ) under PDNA 2023

26/020 to 26/180 ) under PDNA 2023

Name of Work Estimated Starting Date Earnest Deadline for
Cost of money submission of
downloading Bid
Bid
Widening and M/T of f Link Road From Bagipul to 82,07,630.00 10.11.2025 at | 1,65,000.00 17.11.2025 at
Bagasarahan Km 0/000 to 12/795(SH: - Construction of 11.00 AM 09.00 AM &
Essential Retaining walls at various Rd ‘s, and Construction Tech. bid open
of Dumping site between km 0/000 to 4/000) on 17.11.2025
at 11.00 AM
Widening and M/T of f Link Road From Bagipul to 91,98,722.00 -do- 1,84,000.00 -do-

Bagasarahan Km 0/000 to 12 /795(SH: - Widening of existing
road from 5/7 meters to 8.00 meter width in Km 0/000 to
4/000)

Widening /MT of road from Bagipul to Nirmand km. 0/00 to 1,06,03,867.00 -do- 2,13,000.00 -do-
17/00 (SH: - Widening from existing width to intermediate

Widening /MT of road from Bagipul to Nirmand km. 0/00 to 87,58,595.00 -do- 1,76,000.00 -do-
17/00 (Sub Head: - Widening from existing width to
intermediate lane in km. 2/00 to 4/00 including

Restoration of rain damages on Phadhordhar to Upper 4,99,817.0 -do- 10,000.00 -do-
Sharti road km. 0/00 to 5/00. (SH: - C/O RCC hume pipe

0/00 to 65/765. (SH: - C/O wire crate R\Wall at RD 8/515 to
8/540 & 20/0 20 to 20/030 )

Restoration of rain damages on Brow Poshana road km. 19,74,687.00 -do- 40,000.00 -do-
0/00 to 13/180. (SH: - Construction of retaining wall at RD
10/330 to 10/345, 11/570 to 11/600 and B/Wall at RD

10/330 to 10/350, 10/590 to 10/610 at washed o _ut portion)

R/R Damage on Koil Neether road km. 0/000 to 18/360 3,35,368.00 -do- 7,000.00 -do-
(SH:- C/O RWall at RD 2/260 to 2/275)

Restoration of rain damages on link road to village Arsu 2,16,963.00 -do- 5,000.00 -do-
Km. 0/00 to 3/00. (SH :- C/O BAWVall at RD 2/925 to 2/960)

Restoration of rain damages on Avera Devdhank to Ghatoo 5,52,847.00 -do- 12,000.00 -do-

road km. 0/00 to 10/600. (SH: - C/o wire crate R/Wall at RD
6/960 to 6/980 and 10/090 to 10/105)

R/R Damage on Kathar to Khadvi road Km 0/000 to 8/475 ( 14,33,959.00 -do- 29,000.00 -do-
SH;- C/o RR masonry at RD 2/445 to 2/495 with wire crate
B/Wall 3/345 to 3/445.80)

R/R Damage on Luhari to Dalash Chowai road Km 0/000 to 7,50,000.00 -do- 15,000.00 -do-
53/500 and Kathar to Khadvi road Km 0/000 to 8/475 (SH; -
Hiring of JCB for removal of slips and C/o road side drain

on Luhari to Dalash Khang road Km 0/000 to 53/500 and
Kathar Khadvi road Km 0/000 to 8/475)

R/R Damages on Ranabag to Karsha igad Road Km 0/00 to 85,94,135.00 -do- 1,72,000.00 -do-
14/510 (Sh: - C/O R/wall at rd 0/200 to 0/215, 0/280 to
0/300, 1/500 to 1/550, 2/550 to 2/580, 4/190 to 4/200, 5/200
to 5/230, 6/350 to 6/370, 7/500 to 7/520, 9/420 to 9/440,
10/580 to 10/595, 11/500 to 11/530 and B/wall at Rd 1/450
to 1/500, 3/870 to 3/900, 4/100 to 4/130, 8/200 to 8/250,
12/340 to 12/370, 13/210 to 13/230, 14/150 to 14/170)

Restoration of rain damages on Nore to Wazir Bowali road 19,45,877.00 -do- 40,000.00 -do-
km. 0/00 to 37/00. MDR -28 (SH:- C/O RWall at RD

Restoration of rain damages on Bashad Koltha kanda 20,45,716.00 -do- 41,000.00 -do-
Katmorei road km. 0/00 to 7/00 (SH: - C/O wire crate
retaining and breast wal at RD 1/300 to 1/ 350 and P/L
Kharanja stone soling at RD 0/00 to 0/180, 1/300 to 1/350

Restoration of Rain damages on Luhri Tippledhar Road KM 13,04,307.00 -do- 27,000.00 -do-
0/00 to 18/075(SH: - Construction of Retaining Wallat R d
7/330 to 7/350, 17/150 to 17/165 and B/Wall at RD 9/570 to
9/587 ) under PDNA 2023

Restoration of Rain damages on Oddinallah Dhwansh Road 3,96,732.00 -do- 8,000.00 -do-
KM 0/00 to 1/0 (SH: - Construction of Retaining Wall at Rd
0/830 to 0/852) unde r PDNA 2023

Restoration of rain damages on Gugra Dohvi road km. 0/00 29,93,637.00 -do- 60,000.00 -do-
to 10/400 (SH: - C/O 3.00 mtr span RCC Slab culvert at RD
3/300 and 6/820) under PDNA 2023

Restoration of rain da mages on Luhri Dalash Chowai 56,96,519.0 -do- 1,15,000.00 -do-
Khanag road km. 0/00 to 53/300 (SH: - C/O R/MWall at RD
34/500 to 34/580, 43/540 to 43/610 and wire crate B/Wall at
RD 34/510 to 34/580 ) under PDNA 2023

Restoration of rain damages on Luhr i Dalash Chowai 61,26,427.00 -do- 1,22,000.00 -do-
Khanag road km. 0/00 to 53/300 (SH: - C/O R/MWall at RD
26/020 to 26/180 , 53/525 to 53/365 and wire crate B/wall

R.R. damages on Nagan Chheora Chhattri road km. 0/ 00 to 7,92,000.00 -do- 16,000.00 -do-
12/240 (SH: - Removal of Landslides / Slip Clearance ,
clearance of drain, C/O unlined drain at various RD in km
9/00 to 12/240)

R.R. damages on Kandanal Farbog road km. 0/00 to 2/435 3,54,000.00 -do- 8,000.00 -do-
and Farbof to Thach road km 0 /00 to 3/075 (SH: - Removal
of Landslides / Slip Clearance, clearance of drain, C/o
unlined drain at various RD on above roads)

Restoration of rain damages on Koil to Bashal Road km. 4,99,500.00 -do- 10,000.00 -do-
0/00 to 14/800. (SH: - Hiring of L&T P C 210 crawler
mounted hydraulic excavator for removal of slips and Heavy
Lanslides/Boulder in various km 0/00 to 14/800)

R/R Damages Anni Basta road km. 0/00 to 20/210 (SH: 4,97,998.00 -do- 10,000.00 -do-
Removal of Landslides / Slip Clearance in km  0/00 to

20/210)

R.R. damages due to laying of OFC on Avera Devdhank 6,12,621.00 -do- 13,000.00 -do-

Ghatoo road km. 0/00 to 10/600. (SH: - Reapir of pot holes
between 0/00 to 4/00) under telecom deposit

A/R & M/O Av era Devdhank Ghatoo road km. 0/00 to 6,55,765.00 -do- 14,000.00 -do-

10/600. (SH: - Reapir of pot holes between 4/00 to 8/825)
MMSRRY 2025 -26

C/O Science Lab for GSS School Neether. (SH: - Levelling 1,62,640.00 -do- 4,000.00 -do-
of ground) under deposit work
C/O Shelter to GSS School Neether. (SH: - C/O R/Wall to 69,218.00 -do- 2,000.00 -do-

protect the Shelter) km. o/oo to 0/003)

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the departmental website www.hptenders.gov.in.

RO NO. 4203/2025-2026 Dt. 06-11-2025

Executive Engineer

Outer Seraj Division

H.P PWD, Nirmand

on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
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Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Neelam W/o No.
4005376K, Rank HAY,
Name Dalip Singh of Unit
Dogra Scouts Presently

residing at Village
Jandnia, P.O. Korga,
Tehsil Paonta Sahib,
District  Sirmaur, H.P,

173029, declare that |
have changed my name
from Neelam to Neelam
Chauhan, due to wrongly
entered in my husband's
service documents.

Narender Saini S/o
Sh. RamMehar Arya R/o

H.No.1013, Mahavir
Colony, behind Kishore
Cinema, Sector 5,

Panipat, declare that my
name is listed as Narendra
Saini in my son Navjot
Singh's 10th class school
records. This is incorrect.
While my correct name is
Narender Saini which is
correct.

I, Shashi Bala W/o
Sh. Sushil Kumar Jain,
R/o H.No. 517/15,
Krishana Colony, Safidon
Road, Jind, have changed
my name from Shashi
Bala to Shashi Jain.

| Har preet Singh S/o
Sh. Ranjit Singh R/o
House No 3145, Sector
45-D Chandigarh have
changed my minor son
name from  Sanyam
Thakur to Sayam Thakur.

I, Jaswinder Kaur
wife of No 3400103P Rank
Ex Hav (Macp Nb Sub)
Name Ranijit Singh
resident of Vill — Haruwal,
PO & Tehsil — Dera Baba
Nanak, Distt — Gurdaspur,
PIN — 143604 hereby
declare that in Army
Service Record of my
husband, my father’s
name is mentioned as
Puran Singh erroneously
whereas my father’s
correct name is Saroop
Singh as per all my civil
documents and my correct
date of birth is 01 May
1979  published vide
Affidavit dated 03 Nov
2025 e-Stamp Paper No
IN-PB89232972440749X
before
Magistrate Dera
Nanak (PB).

I Anju Gupta W/o
Parmod Kumar Gupta R/o
House No.10, Civil Lines -
1, subhash colony,
Railway Road, Karnal
have changed my name
from Anju to Anju Gupta
for all future purposes.

I Parmod Kumar
Gupta S/o Suraj Bhan
Gupta R/o House No.10,
Civil Lines -Il, subhash
colony, Railway Road,
Karnal have changed my
name from Parmod Kumar
to Parmod Kumar Gupta
for all future purposes.

| Seenath K w/o Salim
PM r/lo puthenplackal
House karuppupalam
HPC PO Vandiperiyar
District Idukki Kerala Pin
685533 have declare that i
am mother of No
6502203W Rank SEPOY
Name Thahib S , In my
son's service records my
name mistakenly entered
Seenath and my date of
birth entered as 04-01-
1973 but my correct name
is Seenath K and my
correct date of birth is 01-
01-1974, All Concerns
please note

I, Rohni Sikka W/o
Vikash Chandra Sikka R/o
Village Jaidhar, PO
Jaidhari, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar have changed my
name from Rohni Sikka to
Rajni.

| Seema Singhal W/o
Shri Aseem Singhal R/o
House No 1463 Sector-09
Urban Estate Ambala City
inform that Seema Singhal
& Seema Rani D/o Sh
Krishan Kumar Both are
one & the same person.

I, Surender Singh S/o
Ram Kumar R/o
Budshyam (35) Panipat |
have declared that my
army records my wife
name Rekha Sharma and
her date of birth which is
wrong. Therefore my wife
should be changed name
is Rekha Devi and her
date of birth 01.07.1985. is
correct.

I, Chander Shekhar
S/o Lal Chand R/o
h.no.1129 New housing
board colony Panipat |
have changed my name
from Chander Shekhar
Guliani to Chander
Shekhar for all future
purposes.

Executive
Baba

I, Kashmir Lal S/o
Ramkumar, R/o H. No. 27,
Village Madanpura, Sub-
Tehsil Uklana Mandi,
District Hisar (Haryana)
PIN-125113, declare that |
want to change my name
from Kashmir Lal to Rinku
Selwal in all my
documents.

I, Jaibir S/o Molu Ram
R/o VPO Dobhi, Distt.
Hisar, Haryana declare
that | have changed my
name from Jaiver Malik to

Jaibir for all future
purposes.
I, Kumari Nivedita

Mishra W/o Vikas kumar
Pandey # 4917, 38West
Chandigarh have changed
my name to Nivedita
Pandey.

I, Munish Bedi S/o
Satya Pal Bedi R/o 23,
Durga Enclave, Back Side
Petrol Pump, Islamabad,
Amritsar, Punjab have
changed my name from
Munish Bedi to Manish
Bedi.

I, Sandeep Singh
Chouhan S/o Dilbag
Singh R/o H.No0.4929,
Sultanwind Road, Mohan
Nagar, Amritsar, Punjab
have changed my minor
daughter's name from
Samreen Kaur to
Samreen Kaur Chouhan.

I, Vipandeep Singh
S/o Gurmeet Singh R/o
Ibrahimpura, Amritsar,
Punjab-143102 have
changed my name from
Vipandeep Singh to Singh
is my surname and
Vipandeep is my given
name.

I hitherto known as
PRERNA D/O MUKESH
residing at HOUSE NO-
203, NEAR CHOPAL,
KARNA, KARNA(70), PO-
PALWAL, DIST-PALWAL,
HARYANA-121102 have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as RIYA PAWAR.

I, Premvati Alias Prem
Lata W/O Udey Singh R/O
959-A/20, Near Sonipat
Stand, Durga Colony,
Rohtak, Haryana-124001
have changed my name to
Bholi Bai.

I, Shraddha Dubey
W/o Pankaj Dubey R/o
H.no. 301, Majstic Mower,
3rd Floor, Omaxe Heights
Sector -8, Shahpur Turak
(83), Sonipat, have
changed my name to
Shraddha Tripathi for all
future purposes.

I, Mailipilli Ramulu
F/o Army No.15744217H
NK Mailipilli Ramesh R/o
127, Surada Veedhi,
Hukumpeta,
Vajrapukotturu,
Distt.Sirkakulam, Andhra
Pradesh-532222 have
changed my name from
Mailipilli Ramu to Mailipilli
Ramulu.

I, Mailipalli Sushila
M/o Army No.15744217H
NK Mailapilli Ramesh R/o

127, Surada Veedhi,
Hukum Peta,
Vajrapukotturu,

Distt.Sirkakulam, Andhra
Pradesh-532222 have
changed my name from
Mailapilli  Suseela to
Mailipalli Sushila.

I, Meena Kumari W/o
No.JC-393251M NB SUB
Ajay Kumar R/o Jawa
(183), Bhiwani (Haryana)-
127310 have changed my
name from Meena to
Meena Kumari.

I, hitherto Known as
Aagiy Pal Singh Son of
Balwinder Singh residing
at VPO Singhpura, Tehsil
Dera Baba Nanak District
Gurdaspur-143604
Punjab have changed my
name and Shall hereafter
be known as Agyapal
Singh

I, Sharanjit W/o
Jaswant Singh R/o
H.No.294, Guru Ravi Das
Marg, East Mohan Nagar,
Amritsar have changed
my name from Sharanjit to
Sharnjit Kaur

I, Aman Ranjit Singh
S/o Surinder Singh R/o
Naushehra Pannuan,
Tehsil and District Tarn
Taran have declare that
Aman Ranjit Singh is my
Given name and Babbar
is my Surname

I, Rita Rani Sharma
Alias Madhu Sharma W/o
Ravinder Kumar Sharma
R/o H.No.71-72 Ghumar
Mandi Ferozepur Cantt.
District Ferozepur have
changed my name to
Madhu Sharma

I, Narinder Kuar W/o
Prem Singh R/o 16/1882,
Navi Abadi, Amritsar have
changed my name from
Narinder Kuar to Narinder
Kaur

I, Balsher Singh S/o
Gulzar Singh R/o VPO
Jodh Singh Wala, PO
Bhangala Tehsil Patti
District Tarn Taran have
declare that my father was
known by two names
Guljar Singh and Gulzaar
Singh one and same
person

I, Gurpreet Singh Gill
S/o Gurmeet Singh R/o Vill
Daburji PO Sohian Kalan
Distt Amritsar have
changed my name from
Gurpreet Singh Gill to
Gurpreet Singh.

| Heena c/o Vijay
Kumar R/o # 44 Near
Matidas Gurudwara Singla
Colony Rajpura tehsil
Rajpura Distt Patiala | have
changed my name from
Heena Jasuja to Heena

| Pawan Kumar Gulati
Son of Harbans Lal
Resident of College Road
Ward No. 12 Goniana
Mandi Bathinda has
changed my name to
Pawan Kumar

I, Badal Singh My
Army No Jc-502265I, S/O
Karnail Singh, Vill-Kot
Bakhtu, Teh - Talwandi
Sabo, Distt - Bathinda
(Punjab) Infom That In My
Record My Son's Name Is
Wrongly Mentioned As
Deepinder Singh Sra But
His Correct Name Is
Deepinder Singh Sran

I, Igbaljit Singh Sidhu
S/O Harnek Singh Sidhu,
R/O Khudian Gulab Singh,
Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib,
Changed My Name To
Igbaljeet Singh Sidhu.

| Gurmeet Kaur W/O
Balvir Singh R/O #969,
Ajmer Avenue, Sansarpur
Jalandhar Declare That |
Have Known By My Name
Gurmeet As My Given
Name And Kaur As My
Surname

| Balvir Singh S/O
Bawa Singh R/O #969,
Ajmer Avenue, Sansarpur
Jalandhar Declare That |
Have Known By My Name
Balvir As My Given Name

And Singh As My Surname
| Shivaleela Raju
Kanchagaratti W/O

No.15784122] Hav Raju
Kanchagaratti R/O 142 Ad,
Regt (Sp) C/O 56 Apo
Chandimandir Cantt,
Panchkula Have Changed
My Name To Shivalila Raju
Kanchagaratti.

| Monika C/O Chander
Mohan R/O Flat No.1403,
Tower-2, Hero Homes
Sector-88 Sas Nagar,
Mohali Have Changed My
Name From Monika
Sharma To Monika

| Ravinder Kumar S/O
Sh  Manohar Lal R/O
House No 909 Sector 6
Urban Estate Karnal
132001 | Have Changed
My Name From Ravinder
Kumar To Ravinder
Taneja.In Future | Shall Be
Known As Ravinder
Taneja.

I Jaipal S/O Sh Churia
Ram R/O H.No 271 Ward
No 15 Jind Road Assandh
Distt Karnal | Have
Changed My Name From
Jai Pal To Jaipal.

| Malia Naeem D/O
Naimudeen Ahmadi
Current R/O H.No 1773 Ff
Housing Board Part 01
Sector 4 Karnal Declare
That In My Documents The

Name Of My Father
Mohmad Naeemudin
Ahmed But My Father
Correct Name Is
Naimudeen Ahmadi.All

Concerned Note.

I, Chhajju Ram legally
father of No. 15345157X
Rank HAV Name Jinder
Pal Unit 71 Engr Regt C/o
56 APO Bathinda Cantt.
(Punjab) permanent
resident of PO :Bhattian,
Teh: Gurdaspur, Kiri
Afghana, Distt. Gurdaspur,
State-Punjab-143517
declare That | have
changed my name from
Chhajju Ram to Chhaju

Ram and DOB from
09.04.1949 to 01.01.1946
vide affidavit dated

06.11.2025 before the
court of Bathinda.

I, Kulwinder Singh
S/O Sham Singh R/O Sur
Singh Distt. Tarn Taran
hereby declare that my
Son Karandeep Singh
whose Date Of Birth is 16th
December 2003 and is
living in Austria is still
bachelor. Concerned note.

1, Anju S/o Vijay Kumar
R/o Gopal Nagar Dhariwal

Distt Gurdaspur have
changed my name from
Anju to Anuj Kumar.

Concerned note.

| Paramjeet kaur W/o
Gurjant Singh R/o Village
Bhoglan tehsil Rajpura
distt Patiala have changed
my name from Parmjeet
kaur to Paramjeet kaur.

| Karan Kumar S/o
Jasvinder Kumar R/o H No
396, Phaggu Mohalla, PO
Garha, Distt Jalandhar
Punjab 144022 declare
that Given name as Karan
& Surname as Kumar. All
please note.

I, EX No-JC217037F,
Rank- NB/SUB, NAME-
GURCHARAN  SINGH,
residence of VILL-
MANKHERI, PO-
MARAULI KALAN,
TEHSIL-CHAMKAUR
SAHIB, DISTRICT-
RUPNAGAR, STATE -
PUNJAB declare That |
change my wife's name
JAGINDER KAUR to
JAGNINDER KAUR and
date of birth (24-08-1957 to
01-06-1955)

I, Tek Singh S/o Sh.
Babu Singh R/o Village
Barnana P.O  Kharar
District Mansa, Punjab-
151505. | declare that my
daughter's name, Rajvir
Kaur, is incorrectly listed in
my Army records. The
correct name is Rajveer
Kaur, as per other
documents.

I, Pinkal S/o Sh.Raj
Kumar, Village Andheri,
Tehsil Naraingarh, Distt.
Ambala have changed my
name from Pinkal to Pinkal
Singh.

I, Ram Balak Mahto
S/o Shiv Mahto R/o W.G-
411, Suraj Ganj, Jalandhar,
Punjab have changed my
name from Ram Balak
Mahto to Ram Balak
Mehta.

I, Sita Kumari W/o
Ram Balak Mehta R/o
W.G-411, Neewa Suraj
Ganj, Jalandhar, Punjab
have changed my name
from Sita Kumari to Sita
Devi, After Marriage.

I, Sarvjit Singh S/o
Pritam Singh R/o H.No. 47,
Gali No. 3, Punjab Avenue,
Jalandhar, Punjab, have
changed my name from
Sarvjit Singh to Sarabjit
Singh.

I, Preeti Gupta W/o
Chetan Gupta R/o H.No.
51, Indra Nagar,
Phagwara, Distt.
Kapurthala, Punjab have
changed my name from
Pretty to Preeti Gupta, after
marriage.

I, hitherto known as
Sanjiv Kumar S/o Subhash
Chander R/o H.No. 879,
Arjun Nagar, Ladowali
Road, Jalandhar, Punjab
144001 have changed my
name and shall hereafter
be known as Sanjeev
Kumar Bhandari.

I, Paramjeet Singh f/o
Nb Sub Gursewak Singh
serving in unit 52 Engineer
Regiment c/o 56 APO have
changed my name from
Parmijit Singh to Paramjeet
Singh.

I, Shantawa M/o Hav
Vijaykumar Nandyal,
serving in unit 201,
Engineer Regiment, C/o 56
Apo have changed my
name from Shantawa to
Shantabai Nandyal.

I, Mallikarjun Nandyal
Flo Hav  Vijaykumar
Nandyal, serving in unit
201, Engineer Regiment,
C/o 56 Apo have changed
my name from Mallikarjun
Nandyal to Mallikarjun.

I, Parmjit Singh S/o
Santokh Singh R/o VPO.
Talhan, Distt. Jalandhar
have changed my name
from Parmijit Singh to
Given name as Paramjit &
Surname as Singh.

I, Rekha Rani W/o
Gurdip Ram R/o VPO.
Parasrampuir, Distt.
Jalandhar have changed
my name Read as Given
name Rekha and Surname
as Rani after marriage.

I, Harish S/o Vijay
Kumar Puri R/o VPO.
Patara, Distt. Jalandhar
have changed my name
from Harish to Harish
Kumar (Surname as
Kumar)

I Renu Grover W/O
Rajinder Kumar R/O
H.No.440 W.No.19
St.No.09 Ahata Badan
Singh Moga Have
Changed My Name Renu
Grover To Renu After
Marriage.

| Avneet Kaur
Dhaliwal D/O Tejinderpal
Singh R/O Vpo.

Morkarima Distt. Ludhiana
Pb Have Changed My
Name To Avneet Kaur.

I Ram Saroop S/O
Mangat Ram R/O Vill.
Arniala  Shahpur P.O.
Mustapur Distt.
Hoshiarpur Punjab Have
Changed My Name To
Ram Sarup.

I Gurjant Singh
Randhawa S/O Gurdial
Singh R/O Vpo.

Ferozeshah Tehsil & Distt.
Ferozepur 142052 Have
Changed My Name To
Gurjant Singh.

I Amrit Pal Kaur
Randhawa W/O Gurjant
Singh Randhawa R/O
Vpo. Ferozeshah Tehsil &
Distt. Ferozepur 142052
Have Changed My Name
To Amrit Pal Kaur.

I, Shibo W/o Jagan
Nath R/o Village Firoz,
PO. Mand, Distt.
Jalandhar, Punjab have
changed my name from
Nasib Kaur to Shibo. All
concerned please note.

I, Jaspaul Karda S/o
Joginder Dass R/o VPO.
Gakhal, Distt. Jalandhar
have changed my minor
daughter's name from
Khushi to Khushi Karda.
All concerned please note.

I, Surinder Wife Of
Bawa Ram Residing At

Circular Road, Po.
Dinanagar, District
Gurdaspur, Punjab-
143531, Do Hereby

Declare That | Have
Changed My Name From
Surinder To Shinder Kaur.
All Nears And Dears May
Note.

I, Vikram S/O Ashok
Kumar R/O H.No.111/1,
Arya Nagar, Jail Road,

Gurdaspur. Tehsil And
Distt- Gurdaspur - 143521
Punjab. Declare That

Have Changed My Name
Vikram To Vikram Kumar.
Have My Name To Given
Name As Vikram &
Surname As Kumar.

I, Rohit son of Krishan
Lal Chanana, R/o 21,
Raghunath Puri,
Yamunanagar, District —
Yamuna Nagar, Haryana -
135001; have changed my
name to Rohit Chanana
for all purposes.

I, Manju Bala is legally
wedded spouse/Nok of GS
No. 164032Y Rank
CH/MECH Name Vijay
Kumar presently residing
at Uttam Garden Colony,
Vil - Manwal, PO -
Pathankot, Tehsil and Distt
- Pathankot, State -
Punjab, PIN - 145001,
declare that my Date of
birth is wrongly recorded
as 17-07-1975 in service
documents of my husband
but my correct Date of
birth is 16-07-1975 vide
Affidavit No IN-
PB87701136601992X
Dated 29-10-2025 before
Executive Magistrate
Pathankot (Punjab).

I, Amandeep Kaur D/o
Sukhchain  Singh R/o
H.No. 71 Guru Teg
Bahadur Colony Patiala
now ill use Kaur as a
surname in future.

| Hitherto Known As
Piara Ram S/O Sh. Janku
Ram, Resident Of Vill.
Nagar, P.O. Datarpur,
Tehsil Mukerian, Distt.
Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have
Changed My Name And
Shall Hereafter Be Known
As Piaru Ram.

I, Parmjit Singh S/o
Santokh Singh R/o H.No.
96, Adarash Nagar, Zira,
District Ferozepur, Punjab
have changed my name to

Paramijit Singh.

I, Anita Rani alias
Amarpreet  Kaur W/o
Varinder Kumar R/o

Mohalla Jatta Wala Zira
(Ferozepur) have changed
my name as Amarpreet
Kaur.

I Parvinder Singh
Randhawa S/o Mohinder
Singh Village Bihla Tehsil
Tapa, District Barnala have
changed my name
Parvinder Singh.

I, Verinder Kumar S/o
Sham Lal R/o H.No. 223
St.No. 5 Khalsa School
Road Khanna Distt.
Ludhiana have changed
my name from Verinder
Kumar to Verinder Kumar
Ghai.

I, Tarsem Singh
Rupana S/o Darshan
Singh R/o Vill: Lehra Rohi
Teh-Zira Distt. Ferozepur
have changed my name to
Tarsem Singh.

I, Harwinder Singh
S/o Virsa Singh R/o Vill;
Khadur Teh-Zira Distt.
Ferozepur my given name
is Harwinder and my
surname is Singh.

I, Lovepreet Singh S/o
Gurdeep Singh R/o Village
Faizgarh (Ludhiana)
declare that my name be
read as given name
Lovepreet and surname
Singh.

| Sukhwinder Kour
W/o Bakhshish Singh R/o
Patti Saho Ki Vpo. Kairon
Teh-Patti Distt Tarn Taran |
have changed my name
from Sukhwinder Kour to
Sukhwinder Kaur.

| Vishal S/o
Sukhwinder Singh R/o
Ahmadpur, Sherpur Dona,
Kapurthala, Punjab-
144626, have changed my
name to Vishal Singh.

| Balram Yadav S/o
Ram Shankar R/o House
No.-10-A, Sai Vihar, New
Officers Colony, Patiala,
Patiala, Punjab - 147001,
have changed my name to
Balram.

I, HARISH CHAND
DUBEY S/o Hari Bhuwan
Dubey R/o 721 Golden
Palm Mubarikpur Dera
Bassi, Sas Nagar (Mohali)
Punjab-140507 have
changed my name to
HARISH CHANDER
DUBEY

I, SUSHILA SOMNATH
SURVE is legally Wedded
Spouse of Army No:
6496491P Rank: Hav/Chef
(Com) Name-Surve
Somanath Shamarao
Presently Posted At Unit:
795 Asc Bn C/o 56 Apo
Permanent Address:
Abachiwadi, Satara,
Maharashtra-415114
declare that | have
changed My Name from
SUSHILA SOMNATH
SURVE to SURVE
SUSHILA SOMANATH.
Vide Affidavit No: 11AA
219330, Dated: 06/11/2025

I, SITAL KAUR am

Mother of Army No-JC-
356635K Rank-NB Sub

Name-Jaspal Singh
Presently Posted At Unit:
105 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent Address:
Nikkiwal, Hariana,
Hoshiarpur, Punjab

144208 declare that | have
changed my name from
SITAL KAUR to SITEL
KAUR. Vide Affidavit No:
11AA 219276, Dated:
06/11/2025.

| Chandni Dhingra w/o
Shri Tarun Seth R/O #
3247, First Floor Sector 23-
D Chandigarh have
changed my name from
Chandni Dhingra to
Chandni Seth.

I, SITEL KAUR am
Mother of Army No-JC-
356635K Rank-NB Sub

Name-Jaspal Singh
Presently Posted At Unit:
105 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent Address:
Nikkiwal, Hariana,
Hoshiarpur, Punjab

144208 declare that | have
Correct my Date of birth
from 08/03/1960 to
12/12/1951. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219327, Dated:
06/11/2025

I, GURMAIL SINGH
am Father of Army No-JC-
356635K Rank-NB Sub

Name-Jaspal Singh
Presently Posted At Unit:
105 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent Address:
Nikkiwal, Hariana,
Hoshiarpur, Punjab

144208 declare that | have
Correct my Date of birth
from 08/03/1955  to
04/07/1957. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219328, Dated:
06/11/2025

I, SHALINI is legally
Wedded Spouse of Army
No-JC-356635K Rank-NB
Sub Name-Jaspal Singh
Presently Posted At Unit:

105 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent Address:
Nikkiwal, Hariana,
Hoshiarpur, Punjab

144208 declare that | have
Correct My Date of Birth
from 23/03/1986 to
24/03/1986. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219329, Dated:
06/11/2025

I, NIRMALA is Mother
of Army No: JC-315856F
Rank: NB SUB Name-

Namit Gole Presently
residing at 161 Br Coy, 16
Engr Br Regt (PMS),
Chandimandir Cantt
Panchkula, Haryana
declare that | have

changed My Name from
NIRMALA to NIRMALA
GOLE.

I, RAJU am Father of
Army No: 15676440L
Rank- Hav Name-
Marshade Prashant R
Permanent Address: Lele
Nagar (Kasabe) Pahur
Peth, Pahur, Jalgaon,
Jamner, Maharashtra,
424205 declare that | have
changed my name from
RAJU to RAJU BHIMRAO
MARSALE and Also
Correct my Date of birth
from 01/07/1962 to
26/05/1962. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 216984, Dated:
06/11/2025.
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Editor’s
TAKE
New York elects
hope over hate

Zohran Mamdani’s election as New York mayor signals
that the arc of democracy, however bent by demagogues,
still leans towards justice, inclusion, and hope

In what can be termed a personal defeat for Donald Trump,
Zohran Mamdani has been elected as New York City mayor.
And the reason for this binary is simple: Mamdani stands for
everything that Trump wants to dismantle - socialism,
environment, migrants, fair trade, and, above all, ethics in
public life. He has defeated a Trump-supported candidate and
decimated his narrative of polarisation and the politics of
fear, a victory of reason over rhetoric. Indeed, there are many
firsts in his win - the 34-year-old socialist, son of Indian
parents and born in Uganda, defeated the establishment's
stalwart, Andrew Cuomo, and the right-wing provocateur,
Curtis Sliwa, to become New York's first Muslim, first South
Asian, first Africa-born, and youngest mayor in over a century.

Mamdani's meteoric rise from an obscure state
assemblyman to the most prestigious post of New York City is
not just a personal triumph; it is an ideological milestone.
His victory represents a sharp rebuke to Trump-style politics -
a politics built on division, spectacle, and the demonisation

The climate reality we cannot outrun

The absence of a unified climate law in India limits effective action, with the background of it being among the most
vulnerable nations facing compound climate extremes such as landslides, floods, and heatwaves

PRIYANKA
CHATURVEDI

Every year, as winter arrives in Delhi, so does
the inevitable reality of toxic haze, so does the
discussion to prioritise healthy air. After huffing
and puffing, literally and figuratively, for a few
days, it is work as usual till the next Diwali/farm
fire season.

The great Indian apathy to demand better gov-
ernance continues. However, this is no more a
seasonal nuisance but a major public health and
policy crisis unfolding. For the crores of residents,
breathing has become an act of endurance. The
norm of pollution has disillusioned the citizens
about the need for immediate action by their
chosen representatives. While most cities
would shut down at an AQI of over 500, Delhi
continues to function as if the choking air were

of the "other.” At a time when Donald Trump continues to
dominate America's conservative narrative with populist

outrage and cultural onslaught, Mamdani's win shows that

voters, at least in New York, are ready to turn the page
towards empathy, inclusion, and economic fairness.

When Mamdani launched his campaign in late 2024, few

took him seriously. Analysts dismissed him as a fringe

socialist with radical ideas about housing and taxation. Yet,
through persistence, creativity, and an authentic connection
with working-class New Yorkers, Mamdani redefined what a

grassroots movement could look like. His campaign was
powered not by corporate donors but by volunteers,

community organisers, and an entirely digital-first strategy.
From witty TikTok videos to multilingual street interactions,
he reached voters who had long been ignored — immigrants,

tenants, gig workers, and young families crushed by

Trumponomics. His policy proposals — from rent freezes and
social housing to free buses, universal childcare, and a $30
minimum wage - may sound radical, but resonated deeply in

a city increasingly unaffordable to its own people. They

reflected lived experience, not ideological abstraction. His

empathy — born from proximity to struggle — infused his
politics with rare moral clarity.
Yet his journey was far from smooth. His unapologetic

Muslim identity, his vocal support for immigrant rights, and
his criticism of Israel’s actions in Gaza invited fierce backlash.
Cuomo accused him of “fueling antisemitism,” while Trump
labelled him a "communist lunatic.” But Mamdani's response
was firm and dignified: he neither diluted his principles nor

distanced himself from his roots. It reminds America that

leadership can still be built on empathy rather than ego, and
that politics can still be a moral pursuit, not a marketplace of
outrage. No doubt Mamdani will face enormous tests. But for
now, his win signals a larger message - reason will always

normal, with the Government even hosting
fitness events amid it all.

Worse still, the Government’s response only
further enhances its wilful apathy, as rather than
fighting pollution, it chooses to manipulate the
data measuring it. The remarkable “triple-
engine government” in Delhi has been accused
of taking cosmetic measures, such as alleged-
ly spraying water near AQI sensors, rather than
tackling pollution at its source.

According to the data submitted to the
Supreme Court, on Diwali, only 9 out of 37
sensors were functioning, even as authorities
claimed to be monitoring air quality closely.
Various examples will tell you that a call for a
ban on anything seldom works, rather makes
the proposition more interesting. Similar was
the case of the firecracker ban, and once that
was lifted by the highest court of the land under
the label of ‘green crackers’, welcomed by the
Government, the NCR saw the return of the fire-
crackers with a vengeance.

Yes, of course, this isn’t the only cause but one
of the major causes of what makes the capital
of the country choke with poisonous air. Then
there is the elephant in the room-the stubble
burning by farmers. Punjab alone has already
recorded over 1,200 farm fires since September.

To add salt to the wound, when India’s AQI
scale has been capped at 500, international apps
have shown readings over 1,000. While this is
not new, it remains unaddressed by the
Government, and much of the population
remains unaware. Around such conditions,
many parts of the city will adopt work-from-
home policies, yet what about the citizens who
cannot afford to work from home, nor afford to
buy a purifier like the Chief Minister?

The new-age capitalism has brought along the
need to buy clean air for survival.

to the 2025 Lancet Countdown on Health and

reform. That is why, in 2021, I introduced the
Climate Change Council Bill-a Private Member’s
Bill-to establish a comprehensive legal frame-
work to guide India’s response to climate
change; a framework we currently lack. The
absence of a unified climate law in India limits
effective action, with the background of it being
among the most vulnerable nations facing
compound climate extremes such as land-
slides, floods, and heatwaves. By integrating
environmental, ecological, and developmen-
tal aspects, the Bill seeks to ensure focused
mechanisms for the assessment, adaptation,
and mitigation of climate change impacts.
Still, policy cannot succeed without public
will. These persisting conditions
across various North Indian states

will drive the majority of the

only for the present but for future

the other hand, northern cities a’bc :pionetl’ public health emergencies not

ings in the top 50 of the world’s [ SINCE 1865 | generations as well. Every citizen,

THE UNITED Climate Change, India now accounts for 26 per
, cent of global deaths caused by air pollution-
STATES’ RENEWED over 17 lakh deaths annually-a 38 per cent rise
WITHDRAWAL since 2010. The very air that every single citizen
FROM THE PARIS of the country breathes is also what is slowly
AGREEMENT k“llii\?egnthset?lql. the Environment and Health
UNDER TRUMP Ministries C(;ntinue to deny any direct corre-
THE ROLLBACK OF  |ation between air pollution and mortality. This
CLIMATE GRANTS, silence should itself be a clarion call for deci-
AND THE RETREAT  sive and coordinated action.
OF MAJOR Delhi’s smog is a symptom of a deeper policy
vacuum on pollution. On one hand, cities like
CORPORATIONS Mumbai get away thanks to the sea winds,
AND BANKS FROM  which also blow away account-
CLIMATE ability, against unchecked con-
ALLIANCES struction and industrial activity. On
Dﬁé‘ggg{?s dominate global pollution rank-
TREND OF WILFUL  most polluted cities.
DENIAL BY THOSE This inaction is not India’s alone;
MOST itmirrors a wider failure of global leadership.
RESPONSIBLE Even as India ranks 10th in the Climate Change

The writer is a Member of
the Rajya Sabha

@ priyankac19
@ @priyankac19
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Performance Index, global leadership contin-
ues to falter.

The United States’ renewed withdrawal
from the Paris Agreement under Trump, the
rollback of climate grants, and the retreat of
major corporations and banks from climate
alliances reflect a dangerous trend of wilful
denial by those most responsible. The devel-
oped world is not yet seeing the worst conse-
quences of climate change, now endured by
the Global South. Addressing this crisis requires
not just short-term measures but systemic

regardless of occupation or
income, deserves the right to
breathe clean air.

We must expand public transport; prioritise
walking and cycling through safer streets;
enforce vehicle and construction emission
standards; and embed air quality goals into
urban planning. Clean air must be a collective
national guarantee. It is not a woke agenda,
as many dismiss it, but an urgent health hazard
agenda which needs to be tackled on a war
footing. The citizens of India deserve better.
When fate comes knocking, it will not distin-
guish between wealth and geography. By then,
no nation will be immune to the conse-
quences of its own-and our collective-inaction.

prevail in the end, come what may!

/
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Devotees gather at Santram Mandir as fireworks illuminate the night sky

during Dev Deepawali celebrations in Nadiad, Gujarat.
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INDIA’S YOUTH SUFFOCATING UNDER
UNKEPT PROMISES AND INEQUALITY

The current regime in India has
plunged the nation into a spiral
of economic distress and social
despair, with every section of
society hit from all sides over
the past decade. Students,
youth, farmers, labourers,
workers, shopkeepers,
employees, and traders are
struggling, and not a single
section appears content with
this Government amid rising
prices, shrinking opportunities,
and deepening inequality.
Inflation has skyrocketed, the
rupee has lost its sheen, and the
gulf between the rich and the
poor has widened dangerously,
making life increasingly
difficult for the poor and
middle-class families.
Unemployment has become a
matter of grave concern.
According to the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy

(CMIE), India’s unemployment
rate climbed to 7.5 per cent in
October 2025-the highest in the
past six months.

Lakhs have lost jobs across
sectors, including construction,
IT, and banking.

More than 90 lakh people are
jobless in the construction
industry alone, while 25 lakh
salaried positions have
vanished. Such frightening
figures have become routine, yet
the Government seems
unmoved.

It appears that those in power
remain in constant election
mode, crafting slogans instead
of solutions. The time has come
for citizens to question why
leaders continue to campaign
even as the nation gasps under
the weight of unemployment
and inequality

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

This is no more a seasonal problem. According

Meditation: The mind’s antidote to modern stress

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

2ND OPINION
THE PIONEER

In the last about 50 years or more, it has been increas-
ingly realised by medical professionals that many ail-
ments are caused by stress or trauma, resulting in more
and more deaths.

Isn’tit surprising that a few years back, something like
stress, about which we were not so serious, has today
become a part of our everyday life? Today, there is a flood
of literature available on stress-related diseases and their
treatment, and it has become almost a fashion nowa-
days to talk or write on the effects of stress on modern
men and women.

Although we all talk about stress, it often isn’t clear
what stress is really about. Even though WHO, in its well-

known definition of health, has taken into account the
social, moral, and spiritual aspects of health, some very
important aspects of stress have, up to now, been missed,
overlooked, or at least underemphasised by doctors,
social scientists, criminologists, administrators, histori-
ans, and others.

Many people feel that stress is something that
happens to them during an event such as physical injury,
emotional heartbreak, or some family feud, etc. Some
people say that stress is a feeling experienced by our
mind and body in response to an event like a terror
attack, rail accident, or plane crash. However, experts
believe that while stress does involve events and our
responses to them, these are not the most important
factors causing it. Our thoughts about the situations in
which we find ourselves are more critical compared to
other reasons mentioned above.

We need to understand that when something happens
to us, we automatically evaluate the situation mental-
ly and decide if it is really threatening to us, how we need
to deal with the situation, and what skills we can use.
So, if we feel that the demands of the situation outweigh
the skills we have, then we treat the situation as stress-
ful. On the other hand, if we feel that our coping skills
outweigh the demands of the situation, then we don’t
see it as stressful. According to psychologists, stress in

small quantities is good and at times necessary because
it motivates a person and helps him or her to become
more productive. However, an excess of it, or a strong
response to it, can be fatal. Hence, the way in which we
deal with a stress-provoking event would determine its
impact on our health.

The basic idea is to understand ourselves and our reac-
tions towards stressful events, thereby learning to
handle them more effectively. One should understand
that stress management is not about avoiding or escap-
ing the pressures and turbulence of modern living. No!
In the actual sense, it is about learning to appreciate how
the body reacts to external pressures and developing
skills that enhance the body’s adjustment.

The Gita states that man can be his own best friend
or his own worst enemy. To be my best friend, | must
spend time with myself — learning to love and respect
myself so I can do the same for others. By watching what
goes on in my mind, I can gently guide it back
on the right track. If I allow negative or wasteful
thoughts, meditation becomes difficult; but if I clear my
mind and keep my thoughts positive, it’s easier to expe-
rience peace. It isn’t enough to just read about it — get
up and start meditating today!

( The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist j

L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Delhi choking on neglected air

Apropos “Delhi’s deadly air: A public health emergency”
(Nov. 6), the capital’s toxic air stands as a grim reminder
ofhow environmental neglect can slowly suffocate a city’s
health and spirit. Each winter, Delhi turns into a gas
chamber, yet the response remains disappointingly
routine — a mix of temporary bans, political blame, and
public resignation. The crisis is structural, not season-
al. Vehicular fumes, industrial emissions, and construc-
tion dust, coupled with weak enforcement and frag-
mented governance, have created a calamity that tran-
scends class and geography. What worsens the situa-
tion is the erosion of accountability. Governments
announce short-term plans; citizens complain but
persist with polluting habits, and industries evade scruti-
ny. China’s willingness to share its smog-control expe-
rience is instructive — proof that leadership, strict reg-
ulation, and civic participation can change the air we
breathe. Beijing’s example shows that progress follows

when political will aligns with scientific planning.
Clean air must not remain a campaign slogan or sea-
sonal privilege; it is a fundamental right defining the
quality of life in any modern city. Delhi must commit
to transparent, collective, and sustained action before
its skyline becomes a permanent haze of indifference.
AVINASHIAPPAN MYILSAMI | TAMIL NADU

A victory beyond American borders

Zohran Mamdani’s victory in New York represents far
more than an electoral win; it is a triumph for the
working class and a reminder that politics can still serve
ordinary citizens. His immediate statement — “Let’s get
back to work today” — reflects commitment to build-
ing a city that is affordable and inclusive. At a time when
chauvinism and racism dominate American discourse,
Mamdani’s success offers hope.

America has thrived on the contributions of immi-
grants, whose labour and creativity have shaped its cities
and economy. Yet, this truth is often undermined. The
Republicans continue to ignore these sacrifices, resort-
ing instead to divisive rhetoric. Change, however, is con-
stant and New York itself is living proof: a city built on
the sweat, capital, and dreams of the masses. Its rewards
must belong to everyone, not merely the super-rich.

Seeing a young leader of Indian origin succeed in
American politics reinforces the belief that democra-
cy thrives when diverse voices are heard. His victory
symbolises justice, equality, and shared prosperity.
Zohran Mamdani’s victory in New York marks a defin-
ing moment for inclusive politics, celebrating working-
class strength, immigrant contribution, and the endur-
ing power of diversity in democracy.

K ANANTH RUPESH | ANDHRA PRADESH

Equality in compassionate job rules

Apropos the report, “HC bins petition of adopted son
seeking job in KSRTC on compassionate grounds,” the
headline is misleading. The Karnataka High Court reject-
ed the plea not because the petitioner was adopted,
but because he applied five years after his foster father’s
death. Rules stipulate that an application must be made
within a year. Even a biological son’s plea would have
been dismissed.

However, discrimination between adopted and bio-
logical children in compassionate appointments is
unjust. If KSRTC’s policy excludes adopted children, it
is flawed and violates equality. The Court rightly ruled
that there can be no distinction between adopted and
biological offspring. Denying an adopted child such con-
sideration defeats the purpose of adoption itself.

The Government should reconsider its rule limiting
applications to one year from the employee’s death.
Earlier, minors could apply within a year of attaining
majority, which was fairer. Compassionate appoint-
ments may not erase grief, but they can ease hardship.
Restoring the earlier rule would be a humane gesture-
better than distributing unsustainable freebies. Political
parties must pledge to remove such inequities and
uphold compassion in governance.

KV SEETHARAMAIAH | BENGALURU
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Hapless citizens, helpless Governments

In recent months, a series of fatal incidents across Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, and Sri Lanka has exposed the
fragility of their transportation systems. Overcrowded buses tumbling off narrow mountain roads, trains derailing due to outdated tracks,

PRASHANT
TEWARI

Transportation is the lifeline of any nation,
facilitating economic growth, social inter-
action, and national integration. From
bustling highways to vital railway net-
works and expanding aviation routes, the
efficiency and safety of transport systems
determine a country’s progress and global
competitiveness. However, across much of
Southeast Asia, this lifeline is fraying.

The region has witnessed an alarming rise
in man-made transportation accidents on
roads, rails, and in the air and
water, underscoring deep-rooted systemic
failures.

Despite repeated warnings from experts
and recurring tragedies, safety remains a
neglected priority. The real crisis lies not
merely in poor infrastructure, but in gover-
nance deficits, corruption, and a culture of
complacency that have made such disasters
almost predictable.

Current Situation

India, with one of the world’s largest road
networks, records the highest number of
road fatalities globally: a tragic distinction
that reflects the dire state of safety enforce-
ment. In Pakistan and Bangladesh, poorly
maintained public buses and lax driving
standards contribute to frequent road
tragedies. In Nepal, a combination of treach-
erous terrain and vehicle overloading con-
tinues to claim lives. Even air safety, which
demands the highest precision, has been
compromised by negligence and inade-
quate oversight.

What ties these incidents together is not
just infrastructural decay but institutional
corruption.

Funds earmarked for road repairs, rail
modernisation, and aviation safety audits
are too often siphoned off by corrupt offi-
cials or misused due to poor planning.
Substandard materials are used in construc-
tion projects, safety inspections are perfunc-
tory or skipped altogether, and regula-
tions exist more on paper than in practice.

At the state level, the rot runs deep. Many
regional governments lack the political
will or administrative capacity to enforce
safety standards. The issuance of driving
licences, for instance, is notoriously casual.
In several countries, licences can be

and air mishaps blamed on technical negligence have become grimly routine

HUMAN LIFE,
AND INDEED ALL
LIVING LIFE,
MUST BE
TREATED AS
SACRED BY
THOSE IN POWER

Prashant Tewari, policy
expert and columnist at
The Pioneer

@ dailypioneer

@ @PrashantTewar11
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obtained without proper training or
testing, sometimes through

failures are devastating. Every day, citi-
zens across the region risk

bribery or political influence.
This results in untrained, reck-
less drivers operating vehicles
on already hazardous roads-a
recipe for tragedy.

Moreover, there is little to no culture
of periodic vehicle inspection. Buses,
trucks, and private vehicles continue to
ply despite being mechanically unfit,
emitting toxic fumes and posing con-
stant danger to commuters. Corrupt
local officials often overlook such viola-
tions in exchange for small bribes, per-
petuating a cycle where accountability
is absent and public safety is compro-
mised.

The consequences of such governance

The Pioneer
SINCE 1865 |

their lives merely by com-
muting.

Road fatalities rob fam-
ilies of their breadwinners;
rail and air disasters inflict
collective trauma that scars entire com-
munities. The loss is not merely statis-
tical but deeply human: children
orphaned, parents grieving, families
shattered by entirely preventable
tragedies.

The economic cost is equally severe.
Repeated accidents deter investment,
disrupt trade, and drain public resources
on rescue operations and compensation.
Yet, beyond economics, the larger
tragedy lies in the erosion of public trust.

When citizens realise that their lives are
endangered not by fate but by the cor-
ruption and indifference of those
meant to protect them, faith in institu-
tions collapses.

Call to Action

Governments across Southeast Asia
must recognise that transportation
safety is not a luxury; it is a fundamen-
tal right of every citizen. The first step
towards reform lies in tackling corrup-
tion head-on.

Transparency in infrastructure spend-
ing must be made non-negotiable. Every
rupee or taka allocated for road safety,
railway upgrades, or aviation oversight
must be accounted for and subject to
public scrutiny.

FIRST
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Second, state governments must insti-
tutionalise rigorous and periodic inspec-
tions of vehicles, tracks, and aircraft.
Independent safety commissions-insu-
lated from political influence — should
be empowered to enforce compliance
and penalise violators.

Third, the process of issuing driving
licences must be overhauled. Stringent
testing standards, computerised assess-
ments, and continuous driver education
should replace the current system that
too often rewards bribery and negli-
gence. Road safety education, starting
from schools, can help cultivate a culture
of responsibility and awareness that
endures over generations.

Finally, civil society and the media
must play a proactive role in demanding
accountability. Each preventable death
on the road orin the air must be treated
not as an isolated incident, but as evi-
dence of systemic failure that
demands redress.

Transportation should connect lives,
not end them. The tragic frequency of
man-made transportation disasters in
Southeast Asia is a stark reminder that
progress without integrity is hollow.
Unless corruption is rooted out, regula-
tions are enforced, and human life is
valued above political expediency, the
region will continue to pay a heavy price
in blood and broken trust.

Governance, after all, is not mea-
sured by how quickly roads are built or
airports inaugurated, but by how safely
and honestly citizens are allowed to
travel upon them.

Human life, and indeed all living life,
must be treated as sacred by those in
power. There has to be a limit to the suf-
fering a society can endure before its
conscience revolts. Yet, indifference has
become our silent companion; we
mourn briefly for the dead and then
move on, believing tragedy belongs to
someone else.

But fate has a cruel way of closing dis-
tances: it is someone else’s loss today,
it could be your loved one tomorrow.
Those who sit in positions of authority
must remember that no shield of privi-
lege can protect them forever from the
pain they choose to ignore.

When a life is lost to negligence, it is
not just an accident; itis a moral failure
of the entire system, a wound that
bleeds into the collective soul
of a nation.

21246816
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Rethinking modern technology:
When progress defies nature and dharma

ATUL
SEHGAL

The technologies of modern times are full of
gleam and glitter. They are declared to be the
products of painstaking and pathbreaking
research. They are touted to be the result of
great discoveries of the scientific principles
operating in the vast universe and revolution-
ary inventions based thereon. They are hailed
as the harbingers of great beneficial changes
in the lives of billions of humans inhabiting this
planet Earth.

They are supposedly stated to be instruments
of further economic development and growth
of the 193 nations holding a population of 8
billion human beings in the world. But what if
I were to tell you that most of the

Nature called out in Vedic scientific literature-
air, earth, fire, water, and ether.

Today’s surface transport vehicles are air-pol-
luting and earth (soil)-polluting. These include
automobiles and aeroplanes. Many parts and
components of these vehicles, including elec-

tric batteries, are bio non-degrad-

so-called modern technologies are
crude, cruel, and inferior? What if
I were to call them technologies
based on incomplete or even, in
some cases, incorrect understand-
ing of material nature? What if we were told
thatalmost all modern technologies in various
domains of human endeavour are environ-
ment-polluting and nature-unfriendly?
Furthermore, how will you take the insinuation
that most of the above technologies are also
devoid of human values?

They are, unfortunately.

We have to go to the fundamentals of mate-
rial nature. We have to go to the original, time-
less knowledge base provided in the Vedic scrip-
tures by the omniscient, divine creator of the
universe. All humans are His creation, and He
handed down to the earliest humans at the
dawn of creation, more than 1.96 billion years
ago, all knowledge in coded and cryptic form.
That fundamental knowledge is embodied in
the universal, timeless, and cosmic scriptures
called the Vedas.

It stands to reason that the master and
creator of the universe knows best how
humans created by Him should live and
behave-what type of technologies they should
develop and use for preserving peace, stabili-
ty, and health. He provided to humans a set of
coded principles or values called Dharma for
assiduous adherence by humans. Dharmais the
code of righteous living and includes, in its
broad ambit, pure, unsullied, true knowledge
which even covers all sciences and technolo-
gies. Let us see how today’s technologies are
harsh on all the primordial elements of Mother
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able after use. All modes of electric-
ity generation-coal or diesel-based
thermal, hydropower, nuclear
power, and even solar and wind
power-are not without well-known
deleterious effects on the environment. Solar
panels are largely bio non-degradable after a
lifespan run of 25 years. Wind power turbines
pose hazards to birds.

Chemical process industries are heavily air-
polluting. Petroleum and petrochemical indus-
tries are both earth-polluting and air-polluting.
Oil-digging and extraction activities create
big holes below the earth which, apart from
upsetting the proportion of natural substances
underground, disturb the disposition of the
earth’s tectonic plates.

The baneful effects of the release of factory
pollutants, even after treatment by chemicals,
into rivers and seas contaminate natural water
bodies, thus adversely affecting aquatic flora
and fauna.

Continuous use of chemical fertilisers and
genetically modified seeds is leading to erosion
of soil fertility and undermining the intrinsic,
natural quality and flavour of cereals, fruits, and
vegetables.

Ether, the other prime element of Mother
Nature, is being heavily defiled by electromag-
netic radiation in the form of microwaves ema-
nating from mobile telephony towers and other
wireless communication equipment. This
important aspect needs more elaboration. The
microwaves are not low-frequency waves;
they have a high frequency, falling between
radio waves and infrared on the electromag-
netic spectrum. They are of a frequency higher

than radio waves but lower compared to
visible light. Microwaves have frequencies
from approximately 300 MHz to 300 GHz and
are used for applications like radar, cell phones,
and cooking.

The content of microwaves in natural back-
ground radiation is being increased by exten-
sive generation of microwave energy for these
applications. This is disturbing the natural pro-
portion of microwaves in the ethereal space and
hence polluting it.

And global warming is eloquently exhibiting
that our fancied technologies are vitiating the
subtle primeval element of fire (Agni) of Mother
Nature. The most recent technological wonders
are computer hardware, computer software,
and artificial intelligence.

These are primarily intended for increasing
gross economic output or replacement of
humans by machines or computing algo-
rithms. This is going to exploit more and
more of natural materials, including rare earth
metals, and leave post-usage residual sub-
stances that are only partially recyclable, and
their recycling processes are also environment-
degrading.

We now come to human values that are sup-
posed to go with technologies and their usage.
AVedic derivative text-Maha Upanishad-carries
the message that the world is one family and
all humans are connected through fraternal
bonds, being children of the one creator.

This divine message indirectly conveys that
humans, cutting across nations and continents,
should treat other humans as members of one
global family and design institutions, systems,
and even technologies and technology-based
processes accordingly.

Further, moderation (non-greed), compas-
sion, honesty, and truthfulness are values that
must be adhered to in both development and
usage of technological implements. They
should be conducive to equitable wealth cre-
ation and distribution. Simply stated, our tech-
nologies should not only be environment-
friendly but also aligned with eternally relevant,
divine human values. Our scientists, engi-
neers, and, most of all, political leaders should
become alive to the above stark truths and take
corrective action before it is too late.

Let us not wait to face the powerful, retribu-
tive fury of Mother Nature, some of the milder
symptoms of which are already being seen in
the form of climate change, flooding of cities,
cracking of roads, melting of snow peaks,
violent landslides, and crumbling hillsides.

The author is a management @ @dailypioneer
consultant based in New Delh @ @atul49561

@ dailypioneer

Rajasthan outlines roadmap
for $4.3 trillion growth

SURYA
SARATHI RAY

The Rajasthan government has chalked out a long-
term plan to transform the state from a resource-
driven economy to a $4.3 trillion innovation-led
powerhouse by 2047. According to the recently
unveiled Developed Rajasthan @2047 vision doc-
ument, the state, currently the seventh-largest
economy with a Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) of approximately $197 billion, aims to
increase the GSDP to $350 billion by 2028-29 and,
by 2047, reach an ambitious $4.3 trillion.

The vision document has identified five sectors
— manufacturing, renewable energy, mining,
tourism, and services — to drive the economy
forward. Aware that achieving the target will not
be easy and will require a mix of industrial diver-
sification, private investment, technology adop-
tion, and policy reforms, the state has prioritised
plans to create jobs, empower small businesses,
and modernise industries. It proposes to turn the
state into one of India’s most investment-friend-
ly destinations.

The vision document emphasises that “eco-
nomic progress must reach people,” signifying
that growth would not be limited to big cities —
rural clusters, small towns, and border districts
will also become engines of opportunity.
Rajasthan’s economic blueprint puts technolo-
gy and sustainability at its core. The government
aims to make the state a hub for digital innova-
tion and green manufacturing. From solar energy
to hydrogen projects, renewable power will be
the backbone of Rajasthan’s future economy.

Rajasthan s already India’s largest producer of
cement, zinc, marble, and solar power.

leadership of Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
the state is positioning itself as the country’s
renewable energy capital — where solar fields
stretch across the horizon and windmills turn the
desert breeze into power. Special mention is
deserved for the state’s clean energy front.

With more than 300 days of sunshine each year
and vast stretches of land ideal for clean energy
projects, Rajasthan has a natural advantage. A
shift is taking place — from being a producer of
energy to building a green economy, where fac-
tories, farms, and cities all run on sustainable
power. Guided by the Viksit Rajasthan @2047
roadmap, the Chief Minister aims to
make Rajasthan a hub for solar, wind, and
green hydrogen.

The plan focuses on expanding renewable
energy capacity, encouraging private invest-
ment, and linking clean power to job creation and
industrial development. From the blazing sun of
the Thar to the corridors of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s
renewable revolution is gathering pace — turning
sunlight into strength and vision into reality.

While solar parks are already lighting up
homes across Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Barmer,
wind projects are also being scaled up in western
districts, with hybrid systems combining both
sources to ensure round-the-clock supply. By 2047,
more than 70 per cent of the state’s electricity is
expected to come from renewables. The Bhajan
Lal Sharma government is also steering Rajasthan
towards the next frontier - green hydrogen.

With pilot projects underway in Jodhpur and
Barmer, the state plans to produce clean hydro-
gen fuel using renewable electricity. Partnerships
with private companies and global investors are
in motion, positioning Rajasthan as a potential
exporter of green fuels in the coming decade. By
2047, Rajasthan envisions itself not just as an
energy supplier but as a model of sustainable
living. The vision is to combine ecological
balance with economic expansion — ensuring

that development never comes at

It now wants to move beyond raw pro-
duction to value-added industries.

The Zpioneev

the cost of nature. Another defining
feature of Sharma’s plan is its

MSMEs remain central to the plan EITIIIEEYI €Mphasis on inclusivity.

and will be strengthened with easier
financing, skill support, and e-market access.
Technology and sustainability will be at the core
of the transition.

In its efforts to ensure the ease of doing busi-
ness, the state government is keen on simplify-
ing clearances, digitising compliance, and reduc-
ing red tape.

The vision document predicts that by 2047,
Rajasthan’s young workforce will be among the
most skilled in India. Training centres and indus-
try-linked courses will prepare young people for
modern sectors, including robotics, data analyt-
ics, clean technology, and digital marketing.
Rajasthan is quietly scripting one of India’s most
remarkable green transformations. Under the

The renewable energy push is
reaching villages, where locals are being trained
to manage small solar parks and microgrids.
Women'’s cooperatives are adopting solar-
powered equipment for irrigation and food
processing. By 2047, Rajasthan aims to be not only
a supplier of clean energy but also a model for
how development and ecology can coexist.
Under Bhajan Lal Sharma’s leadership, the desert
state is showing that sustainability is not a slogan
— itis a strategy for growth.

@ dailypioneer

@ @suryasarathi

@ dailypioneer
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Grandstanding States’ Tribute

Itis always a conundrum of a half-
filled glass, or half-empty one when
it comes to policy and tax implica-
tions. There are ways to praise the
decisions, and there are ways to
undermine the actions. It depends
on the outlook and mindset of the
critic, chosen period, and desired
conclusions through unique calcu-
lations. Hence, it is not surprising
thatarecentreport states that GST
collections may exceed the Union

Budget’s expectations in this fiscal
year. Another one looks at GST
collections through another prism,
and finds that states are the losers
in the GST regime, and will
remain so.

Obviously, the spate of reports
emanates from the rationalisation
via lower rates, and less slabs.
Lower rates can result in lower
numbers if volumes do not take off.
In such a scenario, the states’ share

can slump. The reports gained con-
fidence, in varying ways, from the
October 2025 GST collections, which
went up by under five per cent.
According to a report by SBI
Research, GST revenue will be
higher than the budgeted projec-
tions, and in line with growth
assumptions made by the GST
Council. Thus, higher volumes will
trump lower rates, which is reflect-
ed in the October numbers.
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Trump has other options if US Supreme Court stalls his import taxes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

President Donald Trump has
warned that the United States will
be rendered “defenceless” and
possibly “reduced to almost Third
World status” if Supreme Court
strikes down the tariffs he
imposed this year on nearly every
country on earth.

The justices sounded skeptical
during oral arguments
Wednesday of his sweeping
claims of authority to impose
tariffs as he sees fit.

The truth, though, is that Trump
will still have plenty of options to
keep taxing imports aggressively
even if the court rules against him.
He can re-use tariff powers he
deployed in his first term and can
reach for others, including one
that dates back to the Great
Depression.

“It’s hard to see any pathway
here where tariffs end,” said
Georgetown trade law professor
Kathleen Claussen. “l am pretty
convinced he could rebuild the
tarifflandscape he has now using
other authorities.”

At Wednesday’s hearing, in fact,
lawyer Neal Katyal, representing
small businesses suing to get the
tariffs struck down, argued that
Trump didn’t need the boundless
authority he’s claimed to impose
tariffs under 1977 International
Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA). That is because Congress
delegated tariff power to the

White House in several other
statutes — though it carefully
limited the ways the president
could use the authority.

“Congress knows exactly how
to delegate its tariff powers,”
Katyal said.

Tariffs have become a corner-
stone of Trump's foreign policy in
his second term, with double-digit
“reciprocal” tariffs imposed on
most countries, which he has jus-
tified by declaring America’s long-
standing trade deficits a national
emergency.

The average US tariff has gone
from 2.5 per cent when Trump
returned to the White House in
January to 17.9 per cent, highest
since 1934, according to calcula-
tions by Yale University’s Budget
Lab.

The president acted alone even
though the US Constitution specif-
ically gives the power to tax—and
impose tariffs — to Congress.

Still, Trump “will have other
tools that can cause pain,” said
Stratos Pahis of Brooklyn Law
School.

Here’s a look at some of his
options:

Countering unfair trade prac-
tices: The United States has long
had a handy cudgel to wallop
countries it accuses of engaging
in “unjustifiable,” “unreasonable”
or “discriminatory” trade prac-
tices. That is Section 301 of the
Trade Act of 1974.

And Trump has made aggres-

sive use of it himself — especial-
ly against China. In his first term,
he cited Section 301 to impose
sweeping tariffs on Chinese
imports in a dispute over the
sharp-elbowed tactics that Beijing
was using to challenge America's
technological dominance. The US
is also using 301 powers to counter
what it calls unfair Chinese prac-
tices in the shipbuilding industry.

“You’ve had Section 301 tariffs
in place against China for years,”
said Ryan Majerus, a partner at
King & Spalding and a trade offi-
cialin Trump's first administration
and in Biden's.

There are no limits on the size

of Section 301 tariffs. They expire
after four years but can be extend-
ed. But the administration’s trade
representative must conduct an
investigation and typically hold a
public hearing before imposing
301 tariffs.

John Veroneau, general counsel
for the US trade representative in
the George W Bush administra-
tion, said Section 301 is useful in
taking on China. But it has draw-
backs when it comes to dealing
with the smaller countries that
Trump has hammered with reci-
procal tariffs.

“Undertaking dozens and
dozens of 301 investigations of all

of those countries is a laborious
process,” Veroneau said.

Targeting trade deficits: In strik-
ing down Trump's reciprocal
tariffs in May, the US Court of
International Trade ruled that
the president couldn’t use emer-
gency powers to combat trade
deficits.

That s partly because Congress
had specifically given the White
House limited authority to
address the problem in another
statute: Section 122, also of the
Trade Act of 1974. That allows the
president to impose tariffs of up
to 15 per cent for up to 150 days
in response to unbalanced trade.

The administration doesn’t even
have to conduct an investigation
beforehand.

But Section 122 authority has
never been used to apply tariffs,
and there is some uncertainty
about how it would work.

Protecting national security: In
both his terms, Trump has made
aggressive use of his power —
under Section 232 of Trade
Expansion Act of 1962 — to impose
tariffs on imports that he deems
a threat to national security.

In 2018, he slapped tariffs on
foreign steel and aluminum, levies
he's expanded since returning to
the White House. He also plas-
tered Section 232 tariffs on autos,
auto parts, copper, and lumber.

In September, the president
even levied Section 232 tariffs on
kitchen cabinets, bathroom van-
ities and upholstered furniture.
“Even though people might roll
their eyes” at the notion that
imported furniture poses a threat
to national security, Veroneau
said, “it's difficult to get courts to
second-guess a determination by
a president on a national securi-
ty matter.”

Section 232 tariffs are not
limited by law but do require an
investigation by the US Commerce
Department. It's the administra-
tion itself that does the investigat-
ing - also true for Section 301 cases
— “so they have a lot of control
over the outcome,” Veroneau
said.

Reviving Depression-era tariffs:

Nearly a century ago, with the US
and world economies in collapse,
Congress passed the Tariff Act of
1930, imposing hefty taxes on
imports. Known as the Smoot-
Hawley tariffs (for their congres-
sional sponsors), these levies have
been widely condemned by econ-
omists and historians for limiting
world commerce and making the
Great Depression worse. They
also got a memorable pop culture
shoutout in the 1986 movie “Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off.”

Section 338 of the law authoris-
es the president to impose tariffs
of up to 50 per cent on imports
from countries that have discrim-
inated against US businesses. No
investigation is required, and
there's no limit on how long the
tariffs can stay in place.

Those tariffs have never been
imposed — US trade negotiators
traditionally have favoured
Section 301 sanctions instead —
though the United States used the
threat of them as a bargaining
chip in trade talks in the 1930s.

In September, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent told
Reuters that the administration
was considering Section 338 as a
Plan B if the Supreme Court ruled
against Trump's use of emer-
gency powers tariffs.

The Smoot-Hawley legislation
has a bad reputation, Veroneau
said, but Trump might find it
appealing. “To be the first presi-
dent to ever use it could have
some cache.”

India needs world-class

Next round of talks on

banks: FM Sitharaman

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
the country needs big and
world-class banks, and dis-
cussions are on with the
Reserve Bank and lenders in
this regard.

Addressing the 12th SBI
Banking and Economics
Conclave 2025, Sitharaman
asked lenders to deepen and
widen credit flow to the
industry, exuding confidence
that GST rate cut-driven
demand would unleash a
virtuous investment cycle.

Stressing that India needs
a lot of big and world-class
banks, she said the “govern-
ment is looking at this and
work has already com-
menced. We are discussing
with the RBI. We are dis-
cussing with banks”.

As part of the privatisation
exercise, the government in
January 2019 sold its con-
trolling 51 per cent stake in
IDBI Bank to Life Insurance

Corporation of India (LIC).

Subsequently, the govern-
ment and LIC announced
plans for the strategic sale of
their stake in IDBI Bank.

In October 2022, both
shareholders had invited Eol
(Expression of Interest) from
investors for privatising IDBI
Bank by selling a total of
60.72 per cent stake. This
includes a 30.48 per cent
stake of the government and
30.24 per cent of LIC.

In January 2023, the DIPAM
received multiple Eols for
IDBI Bank.

Paving the way for the sale
of IDBI Bank, Sebi in August
2025 has approved the reclas-
sification of Life Insurance
Corporation as a public share-
holder from promoter of the
bank on completion of strate-
gic divestment in the lender.

Besides, the government
had undertaken the consoli-
dation of public sector banks.
In the biggest consolidation
exercise in the banking space,
the government, in August
2019, had announced four

major mergers of public
sector banks, bringing down
their total number to 12 from
27 in 2017.

Effective April 1, 2020,
United Bank of India and
Oriental Bank of Commerce
were merged with Punjab
National Bank; Syndicate
Bank was merged with
Canara Bank; Allahabad Bank
was amalgamated with
Indian Bank; and Andhra
Bank and Corporation Bank
were consolidated with
Union Bank of India.

In 2019, Dena Bank and
Vijaya Bank were merged
with Bank of Baroda. Prior to
this, the government had
merged five associate banks
of SBI and Bharatiya Mahila
Bank with the State Bank of
India.

She emphasised that infra-
structure creation is the gov-
ernment’s main focus, and
capital expenditure has
increased fivefold in the last
decade.

GOVT CANNOT RESTRAIN
RETAIL INVESTORS FROM

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with State Bank of India Chairperson Challa Sreenivasulu Setty during the
12th SBI Banking and Economics Conclave 2025, in Mumbai on Thursday.

PTI

TRADING IN F&QO: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Thursday said the govern-
ment cannot restrain retail-
ers from trading in Futures
and Options (F&O) but will
definitely create awareness
regarding the risks involved
in putting money in such
instruments.

The statement comes
days after Sebi chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey ruled

out shuttering the weekly
derivatives contracts in Nifty
and Sensex.

Responding to a question
on the government's stance
on the F&0O segment,
wherein retailers lose signif-
icant amount of money,
Sitharaman said that the
government “is not not here
to shut the door on FRO
trading but it can make
aware people about the

risks involved in the deriva-
tives.”

At the same time,
investors have the responsi-
bility to understand the risks
involved, she said while
speaking at the SBI Banking
and Economics Conclave
2025.

She also sought sugges-
tions for dealing with the
issue of the retailers trading
in F&O segment.

trade pact with Peru
likely in Jan next year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

The next round of negotia-
tions between India and the
South American nation Peru
is proposed to be held in
January next year in the
national capital, the
Commerce Ministry said on
Thursday.

The ninth round of negoti-
ations with Peru concluded
on November 5 in Lima.

Peru is a major producer of
critical minerals, which are
key inputs for electronics,
auto and solar sectors.

“The discussions witnessed
substantive progress across
key chapters of the proposed
agreement, including trade in
goods and services, rules of
origin, technical barriers to
trade, customs procedures,
dispute settlement, and crit-
ical minerals,” the ministry
said in a statement.

The Indian delegation is
being led by Vimal Anand,

Joint Secretary in the
Department of Commerce
and Chief Negotiator for the
pact.

Teresa Stella Mera Gomez,
Minister of Foreign Trade and
Tourism of Peru, reaffirmed
the country’s commitment to
the timely conclusion of the
negotiations, highlighting the
complementarity between
both economies and express-
ing optimism that the agree-
ment will enhance trade and
investment flows. Vishvas
Vidu Sapkal, Ambassador of
India to Peru, noted that the
agreement would create new
opportunities for coopera-
tion in areas like critical min-
erals, pharmaceuticals, auto-
mobiles, textiles and food
processing.

“Both sides agreed to hold
inter-sessional meetings to
address pending issues
ahead of the next round of
negotiations proposed to be
held in New Delhi in January
2026,” the ministry said.

India could generate 11 mn tonnes
of solar waste by 2047: Study

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Newe Delhi

India is projected to generate about 11
million tonnes of solar waste by 2047,
largely from crystalline-silicon modules,
according to two studies published on
Thursday.

Managing this waste would require
nearly 300 recycling plants across the
country and an investment of around Rs
4,200 crore, said the studies by Delhi-
based think tank Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW).

The studies also said that recovering
and reusing materials from discarded
solar panels could create a %3,700-
crore market opportunity by 2047.

If this potential is realised, recovering
valuable materials such as silicon,
copper, aluminium and silver from
solar waste could meet 38 per cent of
the sector’s manufacturing inputs by
2047 and avoid 37 million tonnes of
carbon emissions by replacing virgin
resources with recycled ones.

India’s solar module recycling market
is currently at a very early stage, with
only a few commercial recyclers oper-
ating.

The CEEW studies provide India's
first comprehensive blueprint for build-
ing a domestic solar recycling ecosystem
that supports both clean energy and
manufacturing self-reliance.

Rishabh Jain, Fellow, CEEW, said,
“India’s solar revolution can power a
new green industrial opportunity. By
embedding circularity into our clean
energy systems, we can recover critical
minerals, strengthen supply chains and
create green jobs while turning poten-
tial waste into lasting value. Building this
circular economy is most important for
India’s resilient and responsible
growth.”

The CEEW studies also said that solar
recycling in a formal setup remains unvi-
able today, with recyclers facing losses
0f%10,000-12,000 per tonne.

The biggest operational expense is
buying back waste modules, which
accounts for nearly two-thirds of the
total (around X600 per panel), followed
by processing, collection and disposal
costs.

For recycling to become profitable,
modules would need to be priced
below %330 or recyclers supported
through EPR (Extended Producer
Responsibility) certificate trading, tax
incentives and R&D investments in effi-
cient recovery of silicon and silver, the
studies said.

Akanksha Tyagi, Programme Lead,
CEEW, said, “Solar recycling can be the
bridge between India’s clean energy and
manufacturing ambitions. Beyond man-
aging waste, it's an opportunity to

innovate by designing panels for easier
recovery, improving material purity
and creating new value chains around
critical minerals.

“Introducing EPR targets, creating
demand for circular products, improv-
ing data transparency and designing for
recyclability could turn India’s solar
waste challenge into a green industry
opportunity,” she said.

To enable large-scale adoption, the
CEEW studies recommend EPR targets
for collection and recovery under the E-
Waste (Management) Rules, 2022, led by
the Environment Ministry, and a Circular
Solar Taskforce under the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy to align
policy, finance and industry action.

They also propose a centralised
solar inventory to identify waste
hotspots and urge producers to share
material data and design modules for
easy disassembly.
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wWorD Elght planes shot down during
|ndia-Pakistan conflict: Trump

TTP commander

killed in Khyber

A commander belonging
to the banned terror
outfit Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) was killed
on Thursday in a joint
operation with the
Counter Terrorism
Department in the restive
Khyber Pakhthunkhwa
province of Pakistan on
Thursday, police said. The
intelligence-based
operation in the Amberi
Kalla area of Karak, in
southern Khyber
Pakhthunkhwa, turned
into a fierce gun battle
that lasted for nearly four
hours leading to the
death of Hakeem Nisar,
the TTP commander.
During the exchange of
fire, three police
personnel sustained
injuries and were
immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital for
treatment. Security
officials described
Hakeem Nisar as a high-
value target involved in
multiple acts of
terrorism, including
attacks on security forces
and targeted killings in
the region.

| NEPAL |
Border security

stepped up
Nepal has stepped up
security along its border
with India in the wake of
Assembly elections in
Bihar, officials said on
Thursday. Authorities from
both countries increased
surveillance at the Jatahi
border checkpoint, which
was closed during the day
as part of intensified
security, they said. The
closure of the border and
tightened security were
aimed at checking any
untoward incidents during
the election, they added.
Security personnel
from Nepal and India
have been engaged in
patrolling the area.
According to the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
of Dhanusha, Ganesh
Bahadur Bam, Nepal
Police personnel
collaborated with
India’s SSB to reinforce
border checks. The Indo-
Nepal border in
Dhanusha is being
closely monitored.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

Known to make inconsis-
tent comments, US President
Donald Trump now claims
that eight planes were shot
down during the war
between India and Pakistan
in May, once again without
specifying who they
belonged to.

Addressing the America
Business Forum in Miami,
Florida, on Wednesday,
President Trump, updated
the number of planes
downed between the two
countries to eight from seven.
Until now, the US President
has been maintaining that
seven planes were shot down
during the conflict.

“Pakistan and India. I was
in the midst of a trade deal
with both of them, and then.
I heard they were going to
war. Seven planes were shot
down, and the eighth was
really badly wounded. Eight
planes were shot down
essentially,” Trump said.

Trump also reiterated that
India and Pakistan “made
peace” after he threatened
the two nuclear-armed
neighbours with snapping
trade deals if they continued
their military conflict, a claim
he has repeated several
times since then.

“I said, this is war. ‘I'm not
going to make any trade
deals with you guys unless
you agree to peace’. The
two nations said, ‘No way.
This has nothing to do.’ I said,
‘It has everything to do. You
are nuclear powers. I’'m not

President Donald Trump on stage after speaking at the America Business Forum PTI

trading with you. We’re not
making any deals with you if
you’re at war with each
other’,” Trump claimed.

“A day later, I get a call
saying, ‘We made peace’.
They stopped. I said, ‘Thank
you. Let’s do trade’. Isn’t that
great? Tariffs did that...
Without tariffs, that would
have never happened,”
Trump said amid applause.

He said that in eight
months, he ended eight wars,
including Kosovo and Serbia,
and Congo and Rwanda, that
were going on for a long
time. Since May 10, when
Trump announced on social
media that India and Pakistan
had agreed to a “full and
immediate ceasefire” aftera

“long night” of talks mediat-
ed by Washington, he has
repeated his claim over 60
times that he “helped settle”
the tensions between the
two neighbouring countries.

India has consistently
denied any third-party inter-
vention. India launched
Operation Sindoor on May 7,
targeting terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir in retalia-
tion for the April 22 Pahalgam
attack thatkilled 26 civilians.
India and Pakistan reached an
understanding on May 10 to
end the conflict after four
days of intense cross-border
drone and missile strikes.

In his remarks in Miami,
Trump went on to add that

he helped solve the conflict
between Israel and Iran,
Egypt and Ethiopia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan and
Cambodia and Thailand.

“All of them were in war...
Some of the wars were 32
years old. One was 38 years
old. I got some of these
settled in an hour. No help
from the United Nations at
all,” Trump said.

He added that around the
world, America is making
peace through strength
“because they know they’re
not going to mess around
with us. Nobody’s going to
mess around with us”.

“All great economic deals,
great for everybody,” the US
president said.

Pakistan, Afghanistan to resume talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Islamabad

Pakistan and the Afghan
Taliban were set to resume
peace talks in Istanbul on
Thursday, aiming to tackle
the issue of cross-
border terrorism and avoid
further escalation between
the two sides.

Clashes broke out between
the border troops on October
11, resulting in casualties on
both sides. Pakistan claimed
that at least 206 Afghan
Taliban and 110 Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan operatives
were Killed, while Pakistan
suffered the loss of 23 soldiers.

A ceasefire was agreed
between the two sides on

October 15, which had been
extended during the two
rounds of talks held on
October 19 in Doha and
October 25 in Istanbul.

The temporary truce is
still holding, but mutual acri-
mony is evident on social
media and in the statements
of officials from both sides.

The Istanbul talks were
heading towards failure, but
the situation was saved by
Turkiye, and another round
was agreed for which offi-
cials of the two countries
have reached Istanbul.

For the third round, being
facilitated jointly by Turkiye
and Qatar, Pakistan’s delega-
tion is being led by Lt Gen
Asim Malik, director general

of the Inter-Services
Intelligence and national
security advisor, and includes
senior officials from the mil-
itary, intelligence agencies,
and the Foreign Office.

The Afghan Taliban’s dele-
gation includes General
Directorate of Intelligence
(GDI) chief Abdul Haq Waseq,
Deputy Interior Minister
Rehmatullah Najib, Taliban
spokesperson Suhail Shaheen,
Anas Haqqani, Qahar Balkhi,
Zakir Jalali and Afghanistan’s
chargé d’affaires in Ankara.
The talks are expected to con-
tinue for two days.

A joint statement was
issued by the Turkish foreign
ministry, following the last
round of talks, stating that

“all parties have agreed on
continuation of ceasefire”
and “to put in place a mon-
itoring and verification
mechanism that will ensure
maintenance of peace and
impose a penalty on the vio-
lating party”.

It also stated that “the
principals” from both sides
would reconvene in Istanbul
on November 6 to discuss
implementation.

Early this week, Pakistani
military spokesman Lt Gen
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
accused Kabul of harbouring
the TTP fighters, saying that
stopping attacks from Afghan
soil was a demand of Pakistan
on which there would be no
compromise.

Denmark
eyes new law
to protect
citizens from
Al deepfakes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Copenhagen

In 2021, Danish video game
live-streamer Marie
Watson received an image
of herself from an
unknown Instagram
account. She instantly
recognised the holiday
snap from her Instagram
account, but something
was different: Her clothing
had been digitally
removed to make her
appear naked. It was a
deepfake.

“It overwhelmed me so
much,” Watson recalled. “I
just started bursting outin
tears, because suddenly, I
was there naked.”

In the four years since
her experience, deepfakes
— highly realistic artificial
intelligence-generated
images, videos or audio of
real people or events —
have become not only
easier to make worldwide
but also look or sound
exponentially more realis-
tic. That’s thanks to tech-
nological advances and
the proliferation of gener-
ative Al tools, including
video generation tools
from OpenAl and Google.

These tools give mil-
lions of users the ability to
easily spit out content,
including for nefarious
purposes that range from
depicting celebrities
Taylor Swift and Katy
Perry to disrupting elec-
tions and humiliating
teens and women. In
response, Denmark is
seeking to protect ordi-
nary Danes, as well as
performers and artists
who might have their
appearance or voice imi-
tated and shared without
their permission.

A bill that’s expected to
pass early next year would
change copyright law by
imposing a ban on the
sharing of deepfakes to
protect citizens’ personal
characteristics — such as
their appearance or voice
— from being imitated and
shared online without
their consent.

If enacted, Danish citi-
zens would get the copy-
right over their own like-
ness. In theory, they then
would be able to demand
that online platforms take
down content shared
without their permission.

Cameroon’s president
Paul Biya sworn in again

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Yaounde (Cameroon)

Cameroon’s long-time leader
Paul Biya was sworn in on
Thursday for a new seven-
year term following his victory
in last month’s presidential
election, which his opposition
rival has described as “a con-
stitutional coup.” Speaking
to Parliament, the world’s
oldest president promised to
stay faithful to the confidence
of the Cameroonian people
and vowed to work for a
“united, stable and prosper-
ous” country.

The 92-year-old incumbent,
who is Africa’s second-longest
serving leader, took the oath
of office during a session of
parliament in what residents
describe as the heavily mili-
tarised and partially deserted
capital, Yaounde.

Priscilla Ayimboh, a 40-
year-old seamstress in
Yaounde, doesn’t see a new
term for Biya as likely to
change anything.

“I'm tired of Biya’s rule
and I no longer care whatev-
er he does. It’s a pity. |
wonder what will become of
Cameroon in the next seven

years: there are no roads,
water, and jobs,” she said.
Munjah Vitalis Fagha, a
senior politics lecturer at
Cameroon’s University of
Buea, told The Associated
Press that Biya’s inaugura-
tion was “taking place in a
tense yet controlled political
atmosphere, marked by
deep divisions between the
ruling elite and a growingly
disillusioned populace.”
Fagha added, “The ceremo-
ny occurs amid calls for polit-
ical renewal, ongoing securi-
ty challenges in the
Anglophone regions, and
widespread concerns over
governance and succession.”
Cameroon’s top court on
October 27 declared Biya the
winner of the election, with

53.66 per cent of the vote,
ahead of his former ally-
turned-challenger Issa
Tchiroma Bakary, who scored
35.19 per cent.

There were protests in
several parts of Cameroon
days after the October 19
vote, followed by a three-day
lockdown this week after
Tchiroma claimed victory and
alleged vote tampering. The
government has confirmed
that at least five people were
killed during the protests,
although the opposition and
civil society groups claim the
figures are far higher.

Tchiroma insists Biya was
awarded a “fraudulent”
victory in the election.

“The will of the
Cameroonian people was
trampled that day, our sover-
eignty stolen in broad day-
light,” Tchiroma wrote on
Wednesday night. “This is
not democracy, it is electoral
theft, a constitutional coup as
blatant as it is shameful.”

Biya came to power in 1982
following the resignation of
Cameroon’s first president
and has ruled since following
a2008 constitutional amend-
ment that abolished term

limits. His health has been a
topic of speculation as he
spends most of his time in
Europe, leaving governance
to key party officials and
family members. He has led
Cameroon longer than most
of its citizens have been alive
— over 70 per cent of the
country’s almost 30 million
population is below the age
of 35. If he serves his entire
term, Biya will leave office
nearly 100-years old.

The results of his nearly
half-century in power have
been mixed; armed insur-
gencies in both the north
and west of the country,
along with a stagnant
economy, have left many
young people disillusioned
with the leader.

Typhoon Kalmaegi moves toward Vietham

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Nha Trang (Vietnam)

Typhoon Kalmaegi headed
toward Vietnam, with heavy
rains battering the coast and
strong winds uprooting trees
ahead of expected landfall
late on Thursday, forecasters
said. Earlier, the typhoon left
more than 100 people dead
and dozens missing in the
Philippines.

An unusually strong storm
for the region in November, it
was packing sustained wins of
about 183 kph with gusts
reaching up to 220 kph over
the South China Sea as it
approached Vietnam, said
forecasters. It was likely to
make landfall between Quang
Ngai and Gia Lai provinces in
central Vietnam, they said.

Vietnam'’s central
provinces are already reeling
from floods due to record-
breaking rains. Kalmaegi is
forecast to dump more than
600 millimetres of rain in
some areas.

Vehicles are stacked on top of each other due to flooding caused by
Typhoon Kalmaegi in Liloan on Thursday PTI

Bracing for Kalmaegi

In coastal cities like
Danang, waves up to 3 metres
high battered the coast and
strong winds uprooted trees
in Dak Lak province. Many
homes in Quy Nhon, also a
coastal city, were left without
power for hours.

The country’s financial
hub, Ho Chi Minh City, faces
a heightened risk of severe

floods. High tides were also
expected on the Saigon River,
and authorities warned up to
100 millimetres of expected
rainfall could inundate
low-lying areas.

Across the central
Philippines, Kalmaegi killed at
least 114 people and left 127
missing in what was the
deadliest natural disaster to
hit the country this year.

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr declared
a state of emergency on
Thursday. After sowing death
and destruction in the
Philippines, especially in the
hard-hit central province of
Cebu, the tropical cyclone
blew out of the archipelago
on Wednesday into the South
China Sea.

In Cebu’s town of Liloan,
Krizza Espra went to the mor-
tuary on Thursday, where
the bodies of her husband
and three children, killed
when their roof collapsed,
were held ahead of a wake.
She said four other of her
family members —including
her mother and aunt —
remain missing. “I hope
someone can help speed up
the search,” she said.

The typhoon displaced
more than 560,000 villagers
in the Philippines, including
nearly 450,000 who were
evacuated to emergency
shelters, the Office of Civil
Defense said.

Ukraine claims it has hit major
Russian oil refinery with drones

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Kyiv

Ukrainian drones struck a
maijor oil refinery in Russia’s
Volgograd region for the
second time in almost three
months, Ukraine’s general
staff said on Thursday.
Russian officials did not
confirm the attack,
although the local governor
said drones started a fire at
an unspecified industrial
facility in the region.
Ukraine’s general staff
said in a statement that the
attack took place the previ-
ous day. The refinery is the
largest producer of fuel
and lubricants in Russia’s
Southern Federal District,
processing more than 15
million tons of crude annu-
ally —about 5.6 per cent of
the country’s total refining
capacity, according to
Ukrainian officials.

Russia and Ukraine have
traded almost daily
assaults on each other’s
energy infrastructure as
US-led diplomatic efforts
to stop the nearly four-
year war make no impact
on the battlefield.

Ukraine’s long-range
drone strikes on Russian
refineries aim to deprive
Moscow of the oil export
revenue it needs to pursue
its full-scale invasion. Russia
wants to cripple the
Ukrainian power grid,
seeking to deny civilians
access to heat, light and
running water in what Kyiv
officials say is an attempt to
“weaponise winter.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
foreign countries are
helping Kyiv in its efforts
to keep the power grid
operating amid Russia’s
onslaught.

“Practically every day, our
power engineers, repair
brigades, and the State
Emergency Service of
Ukraine are carrying out
restorations on-site after
attacks: hits keep occur-
ring across various points,
especially in our communi-
ties, and especially near
the Russian border and
close to the front,”
Zelenskyy said late
Wednesday. Ukraine, mean-
while, has attempted to
strike targets on Russian
soil with domestically devel-
oped long-range drones.

Ukrainian forces also
struck three fuel lubricants
facilities in the Russian-
occupied Crimean peninsu-
la and a storage and assem-
bly base for Russia’s Shahed
dronesin an occupied area
of Ukraine’s eastern
Donetsk region, the general

staff statement said.

Bangladesh
artists perform
in Karachi after
18 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Bangladeshi artists returned
to Pakistan after 18 years
with their presence at the
World Culture Festival being
held, marking a renewed
chapterin cultural exchanges
between the two countries.

Bangladeshi artists, includ-
ing a few Hindu performers,
are participating at the
Karachi Arts Council event,
with one of them Shireen
Jawad performing on
Wednesday night.

Founder of Bangladesh Art
Week, Neharika Mumtaz, who
is leading the Bangladesh
delegation here, said the invi-
tation from the Arts Council to
take partin the festival was a
welcome opportunity. The
opportunity for Bangladesh
artists in Pakistan after nearly
18 years.

Pope L eo meets Palestinian
President Abbas

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Vatican City

Pope Leo XIV met Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
for the first time on Thursday, and the two men discussed
the urgent need to provide assistance to civilians in Gaza
and to pursue a two-State solution to end the conflict in the
region. The meeting, which lasted about an hour and was
described as “cordial” in a brief Vatican statement, comes
nearly a month after the US-brokered ceasefire agreement
came into effect in the Gaza Strip.

“During the cordial talks, it was recognised that there is
an urgent need to provide assistance to the civilian
population in Gaza,” the Holy See said. Abbas was visiting
the Vatican to mark the 10th anniversary of the signing of
the "Comprehensive Agreement between the Holy See and

the State of Palestine.”

Pakistan minister vigts office
of Hafiz Saeed’s banned JuD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Lahore

A Pakistani minister and close aide to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday visited the office of the
Pakistan Markazi Muslim League (PMML), a political face of
Hafiz Saeed's banned Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD), in Punjab

and met its leaders.

Minister of State for Interior Senator Talal Chaudhry visited
the PMML House, Faisalabad, some 130 km from Lahore,
where he was received by PMML leaders. His visit is seen as
an “official patronage” of the Shehbaz regime to Saeed's
political outfit. Saeed, the Mumbai attack mastermind, has
been in Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail since 2019 after he was
convicted in multiple terror financing cases. In a statement,
the PMML said that during the visit, Chaudhry held a
detailed meeting with the party leadership.
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US airports among 40 tar geted
by shutdown-related flight cuts

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

Airports in New York, Los
Angeles and Chicago along
with hubs across the US are
among the 40 that will see
flights cut starting Friday
due to the Government shut-
down, according to a list
distributed to the airlines
and obtained by The
Associated Press.

The Federal Aviation
Administration announced
Wednesday that it would
reduce air traffic by 10 per
cent across 40 “high-
volume” markets to main-
tain travel safety as air traffic
controllers exhibit signs of
strain during the ongoing
Government shutdown.

The airports impacted
cover the busiest across the
US — including Atlanta,
Denver, Dallas, Orlando,
Miami, and San Francisco. In
some of the biggest cities —
such as New York, Houston
and Chicago — multiple air-
ports will be affected.

The FAA is imposing the
flight reductions to relieve
pressure on air traffic con-
trollers who are working
without pay during the
Government shutdown and
have been increasingly
calling off work. Controllers
already have missed one pay-
check and are scheduled to
again receive nothing next
week as as the shutdown
drags on and the financial
pressure on them mounts.

The FAA has already been
delaying flights at times when
airports or its other facilities
are short on controllers.

Airlines said they would try to
minimize the impact on trav-
ellers. United Airlines said it
would focus the cuts on
smaller regional routes that
use smaller planes like 737s.
Passengers should start to
be notified about cancella-
tions Thursday. The AAA rec-
ommended that travelers
download their airline’s app
and turn on notifications.
United Airlines and Delta Air
Lines both said they will offer
refunds to passengers who
opt not to fly — even if they
purchased tickets that aren’t
normally refundable.
Experts predict hundreds if
not thousands of flights could
be canceled. The cuts could
represent as many as 1,800
flights and upwards of
268,000 seats combined,
according to an estimate by
aviation analytics firm Cirium.
“I'm not aware in my 35-
year history in the aviation
market where we’ve had a

situation where we’re
taking these kinds of mea-
sures,” Bedford said
Wednesday. “We’re in new
territory in terms of
Government shutdowns.”

Air traffic controllers have
been working unpaid since
the shutdown began Oct. 1.
Most work mandatory over-
time six days a week, leaving
little time for side jobs to help
cover bills and other expens-
es unless they call out.

Mounting staffing pres-
sures are forcing the agency
to act, Bedford said.

“We can’t ignore it,” he
said, adding that even if the
shutdown ends before Friday,
the FAA wouldn’t automati-
cally resume normal opera-
tions until staffing improves
and stabilises. Bedford and
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy said Wednesday
that they would meet with
airline executives to figure
out how to safely implement

the reductions. Major air-
lines, aviation unions and
the broader travel industry
have been urging Congress to
end the shutdown, which on
Wednesday became the
longest on record.

The shutdown is putting
unnecessary strain on the
system and “forcing difficult
operational decisions that
disrupt travel and damage
confidence in the US air travel
experience,” said US Travel
Association Presidentand CEO
Geoff Freeman in a statement.

Duffy warned on Tuesday
that there could be chaos in
the skies if the shutdown
drags on long enough for air
traffic controllers to miss
their second full paycheck
next week. Duffy said some
controllers can get by
missing one paycheck, but
not two or more. And he has
said some controllers are
even struggling to pay for
transportation to work.

Indian-Americans hail

new era in

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

Members of the Indian-
American diaspora have
hailed the victory of New
York City Mayor-elect
Zohran Mamdani, describ-
ing his win as historic and
a sign that immigrant
stories are now shaping
the narrative in the US.

“Last night felt like the
dawn of a new era. With
Zohran Mamdani’s historic
win, in the same moment
New York welcomes its
first Indian-origin mayor,
we are witnessing a shift
in how this city under-
stands identity, belong-
ing, and power,” Founder
and CEO of NYC-based
educational and cultural
organisation The Culture
Tree Anu Sehgal told PTIon
Wednesday.

She said Mamdani’s
victory speech reflected a
pro-immigrant conviction
that New York is built by
those who arrive, strive,
and rise. “It was filled with
cultural Easter eggs only our
community would recog-
nise... From quoting Nehru
to closing to the beat of
Dhoom,” Sehgal said.

Acknowledging that chal-
lenges lie ahead, Sehgal
said what is undeniable is
that “South Asian and immi-
grant stories are no longer
just part of the narrative,
they are shaping it”.

South Asian community
leader and former Deputy
Comptroller of Nassau
County, Dilip Chauhan,
congratulated Mamdani
and said he was delighted
to see a fellow South Asian
American devoted to

US politics

public service and com-
mitted to his vision for the
city. Chauhan, an early
supporter of Mamdani,
said the mayor-elect’s
victory reflected people’s
trust in his leadership.

“He inspires hope for a
brighter future and stands
as a role model for every
immigrant. Wishing him all
the best in continuing to
serve and uplift our com-
munities,” Chauhan said.

Indian American Impact
Fund, a community organ-
isation, said the results of
Tuesday’s election “proved
that whether it’s city
council, mayor, or
statewide office, South
Asian Americans are part
of the political future of
this country”.

It said that 19 of its
endorsed candidates across
the US won elections,
including Virginia’s first-
ever South Asian woman
elected to statewide office,
Lt Governor-elect Ghazala
Hashmi, and New York’s
first South Asian mayor
Zohran Mamdani. Other
notable wins included the
re-election of Cincinnati
Mayor Aftab Pureval and the
election of Joe Khan as
District Attorney of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania.

Chintan Patel, Executive
Director of the Indian
American Impact Fund,
congratulated all
endorsed candidates who
won and lauded those
who ran for office.

“We can only ensure
positive change happens
by building community
and being at the table
where decisions are
made,” Patel said.

Israel identifies latest hostage remains as student

Attackers board ship

after firing grenades

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Dubai

Attackers firing machine
guns and rocket-propelled
grenades boarded a ship,
en route to South Africa from
India, off the coast of Somalia
on Thursday, officials said,
likely the latest assault by
resurgent Somali pirates
operating in the region.

The British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre
issued an alert over the
attack, warning ships in the
area. The private security
firm Ambrey also said that
an attack was underway,
saying it targeted a Malta-
flagged tanker heading from
Sikka, India, to Durban,
South Africa.

Ambrey added that it
appeared to be an assault
by Somali pirates, who have
been reported as operating
in the area in recent days
and who seized an Iranian
fishing boat to use as a
base of operations. Iran has
not acknowledged the
fishing boat’s seizure, called
the Issamohamadi. Details
of the attacked vessel cor-
respond to the Hellas
Aphrodite, which changed
its track and slowed down
at the time of the attack.
The ship’s owners and man-
agers could notimmediate-
ly be reached for comment.

Another maritime securi-
ty firm, the Diaplous Group,
said the attacked tanker had
a crew of 24 mariners, all of
whom reportedly locked
themselves into the ship’s
citadel for safety during the
attack. The vessel did not
have an armed security
team aboard it, the firm
added. The European
Union’s Operation Atalanta,

a counter-piracy mission
around the Horn of Africa,
did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. That EU force has
responded to other recent
pirate attacks in the area and
had issued a recent alert to
shippers that a pirate group
was operating off Somalia
and assaults were “almost
certain” to happen.

Thursday’s attack comes
after another vessel, the
Cayman Islands-flagged
Stolt Sagaland, found itself
targeted in a suspected
pirate attack that included
both its armed security
force and the attackers
shooting at each other, the
EU force said. Piracy off the
Somali coast peaked in
2011, when 237 attacks
were reported. Somali
piracy in the region in 2011
cost the world’s economy
some $7 billion, with $160
million paid out in
ransoms, according to the
Oceans Beyond Piracy
monitoring group.

The threat was dimin-
ished by increased interna-
tional naval patrols, a
strengthening central gov-
ernment in Somalia, and
other efforts. However,
Somali pirate attacks have
resumed at a greater pace
over the last year, in part
due to the insecurity
caused by Yemen’s Houthi
rebels launching attacks in
the Red Sea corridor over
the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip.

In 2024, there were seven
reported incidents off
Somalia, according to the
International Maritime
Bureau. So far this year,
multiple fishing boats
have been seized by
Somali pirates.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Jerusalem

Israeli authorities confirmed
on Thursday that the
remains of a hostage
returned the previous day
from Gaza are of a Tanzanian
agricultural studentin Israel
who was killed on October7,
2023, in the Hamas-led attack
that started the war.

The development was the
latest step forward under
the US-brokered ceasefire.
The office of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the remains
were identified as those of
Joshua Loitu Mollel and that
his family has been notified.

Mollel, 21, had arrived at

kibbutz Nahal Oz only 19
days before the attack, after
finishing agricultural college
back home and looking to
gain experience in Israel he
could apply in Tanzania. He
is survived by two parents
and four siblings in Tanzania.

“Joshua’s return offers
some comfort to a family that
has endured unbearable
uncertainty for over two
years,” the Hostages and
Missing Families Forum
Headquarters said in a state-
ment. There are now six
bodies of hostages that
remain in Gaza. Militants
have released 22 bodies of
hostages since the ceasefire
began last month. Among
the six bodies still in Gaza is

that of Sudthisak Rinthalak,
agricultural worker from
Thailand, the only non-Israeli.

Hamas returned 20 living
hostages to Israel on October
13. The subsequent
exchanges of the dead are
the central component of
the initial phase of the deal
which requires Hamas
return all hostage remains as
quickly as possible. The
exchanges have gone ahead
even as Israel and Hamas
have accused each other of
breaching other terms of
the agreement.

Israel has handed over
285 bodies, according to the
International Committee of
the Red Cross, which handles
the exchanges.

Health officials in Gaza
have said identifying the
remains handed over by
Israel is complicated by a
lack of DNA testing Kkits.
Israel has not disclosed how
many bodies it is holding or
where they were recovered,
but has been returning 15
each time the remains of an
Israeli hostage are returned
from Gaza.

Hamas has said that recov-
ering bodies is complicated by
the widespread devastation in
the coastal enclave and has
returned one to three bodies
every few days. Israel has
pushed to speed up the
returns and in certain cases
has said the remains were not
those of hostages.

Trump says he will not attend
G20 Summit in South Africa

ASSOCIATED PRESS
l New York

US President Donald Trump
has said he will not attend the
G20 Summit to be held in
South Africa later this month,
questioning the country’s
membership in the grouping
of major economies.

South Africa, which assumed
the year-long G20 Presidency
on December 1, 2024, will
host the Summit in
Johannesburg from November
22 to 23, the first time the
meeting of G20 leaders will be
held on African soil.

“l am not going. We have a
G20 meeting in South Africa.
South Africa shouldn't even
be in the Gs anymore because
what's happened there is bad.
I'm not going. | told them I'm
not going. I'm not going to
represent our country there. It
shouldn't be there,” Trump
said while addressing the
America Business Forum
Miami in Florida on
Wednesday.

The US will take over the
G20 Presidency from South
Africa on December 1, 2025,
and will chair the grouping
until November 30, 2026.

British Army chief meets
Pakistani counter part

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Islamabad

British Army chief Gen Charles
Roland Vincent Walker on
Thursday met his Pakistani
counterpart Asim Munir and
the two officers discussed
ways to boost bilateral
defence cooperation.

During the meeting at
General Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi, matters of mutual
interest, regional security and
measures to further enhance
bilateral defence cooperation
were discussed, according to a
statement by the Pakistan
Army. The two sides also
reiterated the need for
continued collaboration to
ensure peace and stability in
the region.

General Walker appreciated
the Pakistan Army's
achievements and sacrifices in
the fight against terrorism

and its efforts for regional
peace and stability.

Earlier, upon arrival at GHQ,
General Walker laid a floral
wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada.
He was presented with a
guard of honour. The military
officials of the two countries
regularly interact with each
other. Munir last met General
Walker during his five-day
official visit to the UK in
February, where he delivered
a keynote address at the
annual 7th Regional
Stabilisation Conference at
the Royal Military Academy in
Sandhurst.

In May 2024, then-CGS
General Sir Patrick Sanders
paid a visit to Pakistan, where
he met Munir, with General
Walker present as well as the
CGS-designate. Munir and
then-CGS General Sanders
also met in May 2023 as the
latter visited Rawalpindi.

Jewish community feels insecure
in Singapore, says Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Singapore

Members of the Jewish com-
munity in Singapore have
faced “unpleasantincidents,
hostility, both online and
offline”, amid global ten-
sions over the Israel-Hamas
conflict, Minister for Home
Affairs K Shanmugam said as
a warning to a multi-ethnic
society of over six million.
Speaking at the Chesed-El
Synagogue on Thursday
during its 120th anniversary
celebration, Shanmugam
said Jewish residents now
feel “less secure”.

“l came here today
because there has been feed-
back from the Jewish com-
munity about how reactions
in Singapore. To events over-
seas have impacted the lives
of some members of the
Jewish community,” the
Channel News Asia quoted
the Minister as saying.

Shanmugam, who is also
Coordinating Minister for
National Security, cited
several recent incidents. In
September, toilets in some
international schools in
Singapore were vandalised
with anti-Israel vulgarities.
Jewish students are
enrolled in these schools,
according to the Channel
report.

Last month, a passing
motorist shouted “free
Palestine” at a member of the
Jewish community who was
wearing a skullcap, or kippah,
on the way to the synagogue
at Waterloo Street, a more
than a century-old holy place
for the Jews in the central
business district of the pros-
perous city State.

“In Singapore, followers of
any faith who wear visible
markers of their religion.
Should never be made to
feel targeted based on their
religion,” said Shanmugam.

Bangladesh approves law prescribing death penalty
for perpetrators of enforced disappearance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Bangladesh’s interim
Government on Thursday
approved a draft ordinance
prescribing the death
penalty for perpetrators of
“enforced disappearance”,
amid the ongoing trial of
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and 15 serving
military officers over crimes
against humanity.

“This is alandmark law. It
will ensure that enforced
disappearances never occur
again in the country,” press
secretary of Chief Adviser
Yunus, Shafiqul Alam, said at
a press conference after the
advisory council, effective-
ly the cabinet, approved
the draft.

He said the law crimi-
nalises the establishment of
secret detention centres
such as  “so-called

Aynaghar” and obligates
courts to conduct trials
under the proposed law
within 120 days of the filing
of charges. After President
Mohammad Shahabuddin’s
assent, the ordinance will
likely be enforced in the
case of 15 army officers,
Hasina and several of her
colleagues in the ousted
Government, including the
former police chief.
Bangladesh International
Crimes Tribunal’s chief pros-
ecutor on October 16 sought
the death penalty for
deposed premier Sheikh
Hasina, alleging that she
was the “mastermind and
principal architect” behind
the crimes against humani-
ty committed during the
mass protests last year.
Hasina, 78, faces multiple
cases in Bangladesh after
being ousted in August last
year following the mass

student-led agitation in the
country. According to a UN
rights office report, up to
1,400 people were killed
between July 15 and August
15 last year as Hasina’s gov-
ernment ordered a security
crackdown on protesters.

Hasina is facing the trial in
absentia at Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT-BD) along with several
ministers of her government,
while 15 serving military offi-
cers also appeared on the
dock from the cantonment,
complying with the tribunal’s
arrest warrant.

The military officers’ court
appearance on October 22
came amid widespread
speculations and unease
over their trial in a civil court
under a newly amended ICT-
BD law instead of a military
court under the Army Act.

The ICT-BD prosecutor

earlier warned the army of

declaring 15 of their officers
“fugitives” unless they were
produced on the dock on the
due date. The third amend-
ment to the ICT-BD law, orig-
inally enacted to try hard-
ened collaborators of
Pakistani troops during the
1971 Liberation War, sug-
gested that people charged
under the law would be
immediately disqualified to
hold public offices and gov-
ernment services.

But the military officers
charged under the law to be
tried in the ICT-BD still hold
their position, and the pros-
ecution too called them as
serving officers, creating a
dilemma over their status.

Bangladesh army on
Thursday said the govern-
mentwas yet to issue a clear
directive regarding the job
status of the officers, but
added the issue demanded a
legal explanation.

Police investigate swastikas
painted with blood in Germany

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Hanau (Germany)

Police in Germany said on Thursday they were
investigating the appearance of swastikas painted with
human blood and smeared on dozens of cars, some
mailboxes and building facades in the central town of
Hanau. Police spokesman Thomas Leipold said officers
were alerted Wednesday night when a man reported that
he noticed the shape of a swastika applied in a reddish
liquid on the hood of a parked car.

A special test quickly revealed that the substance was
human blood. Police said that in total, almost 50 cars had
been defaced in a similar way. “The background is
completely unclear,” Leipold said, adding that investigators
did not know if specific cars, mailboxes and buildings were
targeted or if the swastikas were applied randomly.

Indian envoy in Shanghai
felicitates Raagi of Amritsar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Beijing

Consulate General of India in Shanghai, Pratik Mathur on
Thursday met the visiting Raagi from Golden Temple in
Amritsar, Bhai Maninder Singh ji and felicitated him. “CG
Mathur met revered Bhai Maninder Singh ji, eminent
Raagi from Sri Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple), Amritsar, on
the auspicious occasion of Prakash Utsav of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji," the Consulate in Shanghai said in a post on X.

Raagi, a Sikh musician, performs kirtan or the devotional
hymns from the Guru Granth Sahib.

“Warm exchange of greetings on #Gurupurab, reflecting
on Guru ji's eternal message of Ek Onkar, equality, honest
living and selfless service to humanity”, Mathur said.

CG expressed deep gratitude for Bhai Sahib's visit to
Shanghai and appreciated his global efforts.
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Meghalaya CM Conrad K Sangma at the 49th Wangala Festival,
Wangala A-dam, Chibragre, near Tura

Field digtillation unit under
aroma mission inaugur ated

The event witnessed the participation of a number of
farmers from Phlangwanbroi and neighbouring villages,
reflecting strong community involvement in

the initiative.

In his address, the Chief Guest Olan Singh Suin
expressed happiness at witnessing the collaboration
between various organisations and local farmers. He
conveyed his gratitude to all dignitaries and
stakeholders present and highlighted the immense
potential for lemongrass cultivation within the
Mawsynram constituency, Meghalaya.

He further encouraged farmers to explore bay leaf
and patchouli cultivation as emerging opportunities,
emphasising the importance of value addition to
agricultural products for better market returns and
economic sustainability.

He also mentioned that this is the first distillation unit
established in the constituency, expressing hope that it
will not only boost agricultural productivity but also
attract visitors and contribute to the area’s overall
growth. He concluded with optimism for a prosperous
future for the farming community in the region.

The inaugural function also featured a traditional
dance performance by the youth of Phlangwanbroi
village, celebrating the local culture and
community spirit.

The inauguration was followed by a demonstration of
the distillation process and a visit to the facility by the
assembled guests. Farmer-producer groups were
introduced to operation protocols, quality assurance
measures and market-linkage opportunities.

National Rural Conclave stresses on rural development

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India’s rural development took the
spotlight in Delhi on Thursday. The
National Rural Conclave 2025, organ-
ised by Dr B.R. Ambedkar University
Delhi, opened with a call to place vil-
lages at the centre of the country’s
growth vision for Viksit Bharat 2047.
The two-day event, titled “The Rising
Rural: Mapping the Trajectories
towards Viksit Bharat”, began at the
India Habitat Centre. It is being
hosted by the university’s new
Chaudhary Charan Singh Centre for
Agribusiness and Rural
Entrepreneurship.

The conclave brought together
policymakers, academics and devel-
opment experts to discuss the future
of rural livelihoods, agrarian change
and entrepreneurship. The message
from the opening day was clear:
India’s growth story must begin
from its villages. The inaugural
session was attended by Professor
Anu Singh Lather,
Vice-Chancellor of Ambedkar
University; Dr Abha Rani Singh,
Chairperson of the National
Minorities Development and Finance
Corporation; Dr Archana Verma,
IAS, of the National Water Mission;

Dr Santosh K. Singh,
Director of the Centre and Col.
(Retd) Omkar Singh. In his keynote
address, Harsh Lohit, Founder and
Chairperson of the Charan Singh
Archives, spoke about Chaudhary

Charan Singh’s lasting influence on
India’s rural thought. He said Singh’s
focus on equity and empowerment
continues to guide social and eco-
nomic policy today. Experts from the
World Bank Group, Water for People

India Trust, Welthungerhilfe India,
GIZ India, and the United Nations
Environment Programme took part
in the technical sessions. Discussions
focused on the need to link water,
land and agriculture in an integrat-

ed framework. Speakers warned
that India must move away from
fragmented policy-making. They
said a holistic approach to
rural growth is essential to
ensure sustainability.

“Rural development cannot work
in silos. It must connect ecology,
economy and equity,” said one par-
ticipant. Dr Santosh K. Singh said the
conclave aims to build a bridge
between research, policy and prac-
tice. “Rural transformation is not
about charity. Itis about justice and
opportunity,” he said. The
sessions also underlined that
policies must be local and commu-
nity-driven. Experts said that
one-size-fits-all models often fail to
address the diversity of India’s
villages. They called for hyperlocal
planning and community
participation to make development
more effective.

The first day ended with a call to
reimagine India’s villages as the
foundation of national progress.
The recurring theme, echoed by
several speakers, was that “India’s
soul resides in its villages.”
The conclave will continue on Friday
with sessions on agribusiness,
rural entrepreneurship and
climate resilience.

ASDMA strengthens Assam’s disaster

ICAI submits suggestions
on insolvency law

preparedness ecosystem

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Guwahati

The Assam State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) organised a cere-
monial launch, Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) signing
and release programme titled
“Building Collaborative Resilience
for the Future” at Guwahati today.

Keshab Mahanta, Minister for
Revenue and Disaster Management
Department, formally launched the
SMART AXOM App, the Flood Scenario
and Downstream Impact Study Report
for Ranganadi, Doyang and Kurichhu
Hydro Projects and the Certificate
Course on Disaster Management
Communication, focusing on
working professionals, journalists,
among others.

He also announced, as part of the
same, a special Orientation Course for
media personnel to strengthen disas-
ter communication and promote
responsible, timely and factual report-
ing during emergencies.

To strengthen institutional collab-
oration and build technical capacity,
ASDMA signed three Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) with leading
institutions. The partnership with
Gauhati University focuses on acade-
mic collaboration and launching a cer-
tificate course on disaster communi-
cation and gender studies. The collab-
oration with the Geological Survey of
India (GSI) and the National Institute
of Hydrology (NIH) will result in inte-
grated geo-environmental appraisals

and urban flood studies in Barpeta dis-
trict. Meanwhile, the collaboration
with the Public Works Department
(Electrical) and Assam Engineering
College (AEC) aims to promote
research and innovation in lightning
protection systems and resilient
infrastructure design for schools and
community buildings.

Also, the Annual Activity Report
(2020 to 2024) of ASDMA, summarising
key achievements and interventions
across the State, including advances
in early warning systems,
community-based preparedness
and inter-departmental coordination,
was released by the Minister.

The programme also included the

felicitation of mentors and distribution
of certificates to interns under the
ASDMA Youth Internship Programme
(AYIP) 2025, recognising their contribu-
tions to disaster risk research and field-
based resilience initiatives.

The event was attended by Ms L.
Sweety Changsan, Additional Chief
Secretary & CEO, ASDMA; Ms Meenakshi
Das Nath, Additional CEO, ASDMA &
Secretary, Revenue and Disaster
Management Department; senior offi-
cials from the Government of Assam,
NESAC, GSI, PWD and Faculty and offi-
cials from Gauhati University, AEC &
NIH, along with mentors and AYIP
interns and members from central and
state disaster management agencies.

amendments to Parl panel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Chartered accountants’ apex
body ICAI on Thursday
made its submissions to a
Parliamentary panel on the
proposed amendments to
the insolvency law. The Select
Committee, headed by BJP
member Baijayant Panda, is
examining the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2025,
which was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on August 12. A
source said the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) made its submis-
sions to the select committee
on the amendments that are
aimed at further improving
the processes under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).

Around 60 Per cent of the
insolvency professionals are
chartered accountants. There
are over 4,560 insolvency
professionals registered
with the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI). IBBI is a key
institution in the insolvency
law ecosystem.

The amendment bill, intro-
duced on August 12, has pro-
posed a raft of amendments,

including an out-of-court
mechanism to address
genuine business failures,
group and cross-border insol-
vency frameworks.

Besides, provisions have
been proposed to reduce the
time taken for admission
of insolvency resolution
applications, to expand the
definition of resolution plan
and decriminalisation of
certain actions.

In the Statement of Objects
and Reasons for the bill,
Finance and Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said the proposed
changes aim to reduce
delays, maximise value for all
stakeholders and improve
Governance of all processes
under the Code.

Nirmala Sitharaman to lay foundation stone of Swahid
Kankalata Barua State University on November §

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Guwahati

Just prior to the foundation-
laying ceremony of Swahid
Kanaklata Barua State
University in Gohpur on
November 8, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Thrusday flagged off 270
vehicles carrying Amrit Kalash
containing soil collected from
every village and municipal
ward for the construction of
the university. Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will lay the foundation
stone of Assam’s first
university focussed on tech-
nical and vocational educa-
tion and training.

It may be noted that two
years ago in the year 2023, the
people of the state came
together to donate soil from
their villages during Amrit
Kalash Yatra. The soil thus col-
lected, will be used in the
Bhumi Pujan of Swahid
Kanaklata Barua State
University on 8 November.
Speaking on the occasion
at Srimanta Sankardev
Kalakshetra in Guwahati,
Chief Minister Sarma said
that the Amrit Kalash Yatra
programme was observed in
Assam from September 20,
2023, as part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Meri Maati
Mera Desh’, initiative. Under
this programme, soil or rice
was collected from every
household in every village
and municipal ward across
the state. Out of the 540
Amrit Kalash thus received
from the 270 development
blocks and municipal bodies
of the state, 270 were sent to
New Delhi for the construc-

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thrusday flagged off 270 vehicles carrying Amrit Kalash

tion of the Amrit Vatika near
the National War Memorial,
while the remaining 270
were preserved at Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakshetra. The
Chief Minister said, “I consid-
er it my pleasure to flag off
the 270 Amrit Kalash which
will be used at the Bhumi
Pujan ceremony of Swahid
Kanaklata Barua State
University in Gohpur”.

The Chief Minister
described the construction of
Swahid Kanaklata Barua State
University as one of the most
ambitious projects of the
State Government and stated
that it will be the country’s
first university dedicated to
technology-based vocational
education and training. He
said that the institution will
be built over 731 bighas of
land at Bholaguri Tea
Estate in Gohpur with an
estimated expenditure of
%500 crore. The Public Works
Department has already com-
pleted the tendering process

and is ready to begin con-
struction. CM Sarma further
stated that after Gauhati
University and Dibrugarh
University, this new universi-
ty will emerge as another
premier institution of higher
education in Assam. He men-
tioned that the area of land
allotted for the new universi-
ty exceeds that of Tezpur
University. State Government
has made adequate financial
provisions to ensure that
Swahid Kanaklata Barua State
University becomes a
modern educational institu-
tion of higher education.
The university will offer
advanced courses in
Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Blockchain and
other emerging disciplines.
He also informed that efforts
are underway to establish
academic collaboration
between this university and
areputed international insti-
tution. The Chief Minister
moreover informed that

financial compensation and
rehabilitation arrangements
have already been made for
the workers of Bholaguri Tea
Estate. He also announced
that the Government has
appointed Professor IIT
Guwahati Parameswar lyer as
the mentor to oversee the
academic and institutional
framework of the university.
CM Sarma said that the soil
thus sent for the university
symbolises the collective
aspirations and dreams of
every person in Assam.
Meanwhile, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will arrive in Assam on Friday
to interact with around 300
young entrepreneurs of Assam
at the semiconductor project
in Jagiroad. She will also
inaugurate the state of the art
river terminal constructed
near Sukreswar Ghat in
Guwahati and open to the
public the newly beautified
Brahmaputra riverfrontat Uzan
Bazar near the Raj Bhavan.
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VANI SHOOTS SECOND 68,
LEADS 14TH WPGT LEG

Vani Kapoor picked just two birdies but parred the rest
of the second round for a steady 2-under 68 that put her
in sole lead in the 14th leg of the Hero Women's Pro
Golf Tour at the Rambagh Golf Club on Thursday.

A four-time winner in 2025, Vani is now 4-under 136 for
two rounds and one shot ahead of Jasmine Shekar (69-

68) at the Par-70 course.

Vidhatri Urs (70-68) moved into third place at 2-under
138, while Ridhima Dilawari (71-68), Sneha Singh (70-
69) and Shagun Narain (68-71) were tied for the fourth

place at 1-under 139.

Vani, one of the three co-leaders after the first round,
parred the entire front nine and then four more before
she found her first birdie on the Par-3 13th. She
followed that up with another on the Par-5 14th.

She closed her round with four more pars for a second
straight 68 as she moved closer to a fifth title

this season.

Jasmine Shekar was also very steady, though she
dropped a shot on the Par-5 eighth, while picking
birdies on the third, 16th and the 17th.

Vidhatri Urs had four birdies against two bogeys for her
68, which was the day’s best score registered by as many
as five players. Ridhima Dilawari parred her first eight

holes and birdied the ninth.

ALCARAZ, DJOKQVIC IN
SAME ATP FINALS GROUP

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz was drawn in a group with
Novak Djokovic at the ATP Finals, while defending
champion Jannik Sinner was grouped with Alexander

Zverev on Thursday.

The Jimmy Connors group features Alcaraz, Djokovic,
Taylor Fritz and Alex de Minaur.

The Bjorn Borg group has Sinner, Zverev, Ben Shelton
and Felix Auger-Aliassime or Lorenzo Musetti, who are

battling for the final spot.

Auger-Aliassime occupies the eighth and final
qualifying spot but Musetti can leapfrog the Canadian
if he wins a tournament in Athens this week.

The status of Djokovic, who is also playing in Athens,
is questionable. Djokovic, who is a record seven-time
champion at the finals, sat out the event last year and
has said he will decide whether to play or not after the

Athens tournament.

The finals start on Sunday with round-robin play.
The top two finishers in each group advance to

the semifinals.

The final is scheduled for November 16.

President lauds world champion women'’s team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
lauded the World Cup-
winning Indian women’s
cricket team for its exemplary
performance during a
meeting with the players at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Thursday and was presented
a jersey signed by the entire
squad.

India clinched their first
ever global title in women’s
cricket, defeating South Africa
by 52 runs in the ODI World
Cup final in Navi Mumbai on
Sunday.

President Murmu congrat-
ulated the team on its historic
achievement, saying the
players had not only scripted
history but also become role
models for the younger gen-
eration.

“Members of the Indian
Women Cricket team, winner
of the ICC Women'’s Cricket
World Cup 2025 called on
President Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
President congratulated the
team and said that they have
created history and have
become role models for
younger generation.

“She said that this team
reflects India. They repre-

President Droupadi Murmu with the ODI World Cup winning women'’s cricket team during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi

PTI

sent different regions, differ-
ent social backgrounds, dif-
ferent circumstances but they
are one Team — India,” the
official handle of the
President posted on X with
pictures of the meeting.
During the interaction,

Indian skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur also presented the
World Cup trophy to the
President besides the signed
jersey. In a statementissued
by the Press Information
Bureau, the President said
that this team reflects India.

“They represent different
regions, different social back-
grounds, different circum-
stances. But they are one
Team India. This
team shows India at its best,”
read the PIB release
quoting Murmu. The

President said that the team
strengthened the belief of
all Indians in their capability
by defeating seven-time
world champion and then-
undefeated Australian team
in the semifinal.

“The younger generation,

especially girls, will be
inspired to move ahead in
life. She expressed confi-
dence that with the same
qualities with which they
have written history, they
will keep Indian cricket at the
top in future as well.”

Mandhana nominated for
ICC Player of the Month

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dubai

Charismatic top-order batter
Smriti Mandhana has been
nominated for the ICC
Women’s Player of the Month
for October after her string of
brilliant performances helped
India to lift their maiden
Women’s ODI World Cup
Trophy.

The India vice-captain will
be vying for the honour along
with South African skipper
Laura Wolvaardt and
dynamic Australia batter
Ashleigh Gardner.

Mandhana led the Indian
charge at the top, and her
partnerships with opening
batter Pratika Rawal created
quite a buzz in the showpiece
event.

Mandhana, 29, had a rela-
tively quiet start, but soon
came into her own with a

blistering 80 against seven-
time champions Australia,
and followed it up with a
combative 88 against
England.

Though India lost both the
matches, it was clear that the
India mainstay was in the
zone. In the must-win
encounter against New
Zealand, Mandhana stood up
to the challenge smashing a
brilliant 109, and stitching a
match-winning partnership
of 212 with Rawal.

In the final against South
Africa, she gave a solid start
by scoring 45 and shared a
century partnership with
Shafali Verma at the top.

South African skipper
Wolvaardt guided her side
from the humiliation of a 10-
wicket loss to England in the
World Cup opener to the
title showdown with India in
Navi Mumbai.

Ahmedabad set to host 2026 T20 WC final

DIKSHA DAGAR
BEST INDIAN
AFTER FIRST
ROUND IN
ARAMCO CHINA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Shenzhen (China)

Golfer Diksha Dagar, coming
back from the break she took
after the women’s Indian
Open, carded 1-under 72 to be
placed T-42 after the first
round of the Aramco China
Championship on Thursday.

Pranavi Urs was the next
best Indian after Dagar,
carding an even-par 73 to be
placed T-57. Two other
Indians in the field, Tvesa
Malik and Avani Prashanth
carded 1-over 74 to be in
tied-75th place. Moa Folke of
Sweden is leading the field by
one stroke. She carded 6-
under 67 to secure a one-shot
lead over the trio of Alice
Hewson of England, Aunchisa
Utama of Thailand and Laura
Fuenfstueck of Germany.
Folke played a bogey-free
round with four birdies and
one eagle.

On the front-nine, Dagar
had four birdies and three
bogeys. The bogeys came on
the second, 10th and 12th
holes while the birdies were
made on the sixth, seventh,
11th and 13th holes.

Pranavi began her day with
three consecutive birdies, on
the first, second and third
holes, before dropping a shot
on the sixth.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

The BCCI has shortlisted
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennai and Mumbai as the
venues for next year’s T20
World Cup with the final to
be played in Ahmedabad.

The 2023 ODI World Cup
final, between India and
Australia, was also conduct-
ed in Ahmedabad, home to
the world’s largest cricket
stadium with a capacity of
over one lakh.

That edition of the
marquee competition was
held across 10 venues in
total. It is learnt that the ICC
will announce the full sched-
ule of the February-March
tournament next week. Itis
expected to begin on

February 7 with the final
likely to be held on March 8.
The event will be co-
hosted by Sri Lanka which
will act as a neutral venue
for Pakistan as per an agreed
arrangement with India.
Three venues in Sri Lanka
will host the games, includ-
ing Kandy and Colombo.

The third venue is not locked
in yet. India will go into the
home World Cup as defend-
ing champions, having won
the previous edition in
Barbados in June last year.

The five chosen venues in
India are Tier 1 cities and are
expected to draw in packed
crowds.

WC win a watershed for Indian sports: Coach

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Harmanpreet Kaur and her team’s maiden
World Cup title is not just a turning point
for cricket in the country but a watershed
moment for Indian sports, feels women’s
head coach Amol Muzumdar.

The Indian women’s cricket team
clinched its first-ever World Cup title with
a 52-run victory over South Africa,
scripting a golden chapter in the country’s

sporting history in Navi

last week.

The win has widely been described as a
watershed moment for women'’s cricket in
India, drawing parallels with the men’s

team’s iconic 1983 World

Mumbai

“Talking about the 1983 moment, I feel this

Women’s World Cup must be a watershed

Cup triumph.

moment not just for Indian cricket as a
whole both men’s and women’s but a
watershed moment for Indian sports,”
Muzumdar told PTI Videos.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

The boys were one player
short. With no option left,
they decided to include her
in the team. That was the
first step into cricket for
Indian pacer Kranti Goud
who until then had only
watched the game from the
fringes. Occasionally, she
had thrown the ball back
into the field whenever it
rolled near her modest
home’s doorstep in Ghuwara
village of Madhya Pradesh.

“ldidn’t even know there
was a women’s cricket team
— that’s where my journey
began,” Goud said just
before meeting President
Droupadi Murmu here on
Thursday along with the rest
of her team following its
historic World Cup victory.

The 22-year-old, who con-
tributed nine wickets at an
average of 18.55 to India’s
maiden title-clinching run,
including a player of the
match-winning three-wicket
haul against Pakistan, spoke
to PTI Videos about her
nascent but remarkable
career so far. The felicitation
at the Rashtrapati Bhawan
followed an evening
meeting with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on

Wednesday, marking an
unprecedented high for the
youngster, who made her
debut for India only in May
this year. Her story began far
from the stadium lights and
cameras. She recalled watch-
ing mostly from afar, a bunch
of boys playing the game
near her house.

This distant familiarity cul-
minated into an opportuni-
ty as she ended up in the
playing Xl on a day when the
boys were a player short.

“There was a ground in
front of my house, so boys
used to play there and when
the ball would come near my
house, | used to throw it to
them. When I started playing

with them, they used to play
me only as a fielder but
slowly, I also learned playing.

“I didn’t even know that
there was something called
aspin bowler so | just started
bowling pace looking at
them,” she laughed.

It set off a chain of events
during the course of which
her formative coach Rajiv
Bilthre, who was also the sec-
retary of the Chhatarpur
District Cricket Association,
spotted her and found her
speed to be impressive

“He asked me whether I
aspired to play internation-
al cricket as well. | was not
aware that there is an inter-
national team of girls and

Those who taunted me now applaud: Kranti

then he took me to his
academy. “Within six
months I played the senior
division and within a year |
debuted for state’s domestic
under-19 team in Vadodara,”
she said. The youngster is
obviously elated and proud
at how things have panned
out for her so far. She has
appeared in 15 ODIs and a
T201 since her debut.

“I am feeling really proud
as this was my first World
Cup and we are world cham-
pions now. It is a matter of
pride for me, my family and
the entire nation,” she said.

Coming from a conserva-
tive rural background, Goud
faced social resistance in
her early days but she is glad
that the same people in her
village have shown the grace
to applaud her success.

“l'am from a small village,
so they didn’t allow girls to
play and used to say that
why are you allowing her to
play with the boys? But |
thought that one day, I will
make them all clap for my
performance.

“And now those who used
to taunt me and my family
are applauding us. Now the
women’s team is also
improving and after the
World Cup win it will go very
far,” she said.
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BowlersfireasIndia take
2-1 lead vs Australia

Indian players celebrate after winning the T20 cricket international against Australia in Carrara, Australia

PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Carrara (Gold Coast)

India defended a modest
total with a stifling bowling
performance for a 48-run
win over Australia in the
fourth T20 International to
grab an unassailable 2-1lead
in the five-match series here
on Thursday.

The architects of India’s
win were Axar Patel and
Shivam Dube who shared
two wickets each to put
Australia on the backfootin
the run chase.

Washington Sundar struck
thrice towards the end as
India comfortably defended
168 with Australia folding
up for 119 in 18.2 overs after
being 91/3 at one stage.

The final T20 will be played
in Brishane on November 8.
The opening match of the
series was washed out in
Canberra.

Openers Matthew Short
(30 off 24) and Mitchell Marsh
(25 off19) got Australia off the
blocks smoothly in the run
chase but a flurry of wickets

in the middle overs pushed
the hosts to a point of no
return. After Axar trapped
Short in the powerplay, Dube
removed Marsh and Tim
David (14 off 9) in successive
overs to make a telling
impact on the game. The
wicket of Marsh came off his
second ball before he sur-
prised David with a short ball
in the following over.

Arshdeep Singh too picked
awicketin the middle overs
and the game seemed done
and dusted when Glenn
Maxwell saw his exposed
stumps disturbed off the last
ball of Varun Chakaravarthy’s
fourth over. The stellar per-
formance came after a
middling batting effort. India
never got the momentum
they needed after a wicket-
less powerplay to end
with an underwhelming
167 for eight.

Abhishek Sharma (28 off
21) and Shubman Gill (46
off 39) put on 56 for the
opening wicket before
India lost their way.

Promoted to number

three to counter Adam
Zampa, Shivam Dube (22 off
18) could not make a big
impact while skipper
Suryakumar Yadav (20 off10)
departed after hitting a
couple of sixes.

Pacer Nathan Ellis (3/21in
4 overs) was the pick of the
Australian bowlers, using
his variations effectively.

Zampa leaked 45 runs in
his four overs but more
importantly, he got three
wickets including the dan-
gerous Abhishek.

Abhishek stepped out to
Zampa in the second ball of
his opening spell and dis-
patched it down the ground
for a maximum.

The southpaw tried to hit
another one out of the park
two balls later but was
caught at long on.

Abhishek could have
been out off the game’s
second ball by left-arm
pacer Ben Dwarshuis but
Xavier Bartlett grassed the
early opportunity.
Abhishek’s friend and
opening partner Gill, who is

Patil back at favourite ground as India
gear up for ISSF World Championships

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Three years after being
crowned world champion,
men’s 10m air rifle shooter
Rudrankksh Patil will
return to his favourite
range in Cairo, aiming for
more glory when the ISSF
World Championships
(Rifle/Pistol) begins on
Saturday.

India has sent a strong
contingent for the presti-
gious event, with the likes
of double Olympic bronze-
medallist in Paris, pistol
shooter Manu Bhaker, the
immensely talented
Suruchi Inder Singh, 50m
rifle stalwart Anjum
Moudgil and the reigning
Asian champion in 50m
rifle 3-positions Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar being
a part of the strong group.
However, Rudrankksh will
be the marksman to
watch, having made a
huge impact at the 2022
World Championships in
Cairo by becoming only
the second Indian after
Abhinav Bindra (2006,
Zagreb) to win the 10m air
rifle gold and showcase his
exceptional talent.

The Thane shooter, who
was still a teenager when
he became world champi-
on, is now among the
country’s leading 10m air
rifle exponents.

After the disappoint-
ment of missing qualifica-
tion for the Paris Olympics
last year, he will be eager
to reassert his dominance
at a venue that has
brought him immense
success — having won the
President’s Cup gold in
2022 and two top-podium
finishes in the men's indi-
vidual and mixed team
events at the 2023 ISSF
World Cup.

Rudrankksh had
a great chance to defend
his world championship
title in 2023 but unfortu-
nately the national shoot-
ing federation's policy to

yet to make an impactin the
series, had to work hard for
his runs.

He released some pres-
sure with a massive hit off
Marcus Stonis in the cow
corner region before falling
to a back of the hand slower
one from Ellis.

The wickets kept falling
thereafter, robbing the
innings of any flow. Axar
Patel (21 not out off 11) got
the much needed bound-
aries towards the end to
push the total past 160.

India lost four wickets
for 42 runs in the last five
overs but a stellar bowling
performance carried them
over the line.
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