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HPI_UNEIER IN
SHORT
CONGRESS TO GO

SOLO IN BMC

A day after the INDIA bloc’s
poor showing in Bihar
Assembly polls, the
Congress announced it will
contest all 227
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) seats
independently, bypassing its
alliance with Shiv Sena
(UBT) and other allies in the
State. AICC General
Secretary Ramesh
Chennithala cited party
workers’ desire to go solo,
while Mumbai Congress
chief Varsha Gaikwad
emphasised Congress’
refusal to align with Raj
Thackeray-led MNS, known
for anti-North Indian migrant
campaigns. The Congress-
NCP (SP) alliance remains
intact, though Sharad Pawar
deferred local poll alliance
decisions to district leaders.

TRUMP PLANS BBC

LAWSUIT

US President Donald Trump
has announced plans to sue
the BBC for between $1
billion and $5 billion, despite
the broadcaster apologising
for editing his January 6,
2021, speech in its 2024
Panorama documentary.
Trump claims the edit
misrepresented his words,
giving the false impression
that he called for violence, and
insists legal action is
necessary to prevent similar
misrepresentation in the
future. The BBC
acknowledged that the edits
created a misleading
impression and issued
apologies from its Indian-
origin chair Samir Shah, but it
has ruled out financial
compensation. The controversy
over the documentary led to
the resignations of BBC
Director-General Tim Davie
and head of news Deborah
Turness. While the BBC
regrets the error, it maintains
that there is no legal basis for
a defamation claim.

JADEJA SPINS INDIA
DOMINATION

Ravindra Jadeja’s masterful
spin bowling dominated the
second day of the opening Test
at Eden Gardens, leaving
South Africa reeling at 93/7,
chasing a lead of 63. Jadeja’s
4/27 in a 13-over spell
dismantled the middle order,
supported by Kuldeep Yadav
(2/12) and Axar Patel (1/30),
while Washington Sundar
bowled minimally. The
deteriorating track offered
variable bounce and turn,
amplifying the spinners’
effectiveness. Earlier, Jadeja
contributed 27 with the bat,
joining the elite club of 4,000
Test runs and 300 wickets.
India’s lower-order collapse to
189, triggered by Simon
Harmer and Marco Jansen, set
the stage for a potential third-
day finish.
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Union Minister and LJP (Ram Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan meeting Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in Patna  pTi

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
W Patna/New Delhi

Following a historic Bihar
Assembly win, NDA allies
begin intense talks on min-
isterial berths and deputy
chief minister positions,
while the incumbent Nitish
Kumar is retained.

ID(U)’s chief strategist,

Working President Sanjay
Kumar Jha and Union
Minister Lallan Singh
reached Delhi on Saturday
evening and held discus-
sion with NDA'’s strategist,
Home Minister Amit Shah.
The term of the current
Assembly is till November
2. “It was just a courtesy
visit to the HM after the

results announced. Things
will discussed during the
next couple of days,”
sources close to the |D(U)
leaders told The Pioneer.
Sources in the BJP as well
as the |D(U) said that while
Nitish under whose name
the election was fought as
the popular CM choice,
there will be two deputy CM

BJP SUSPENDS
RK SINGH

New Delhi: After winning
the Bihar elections, the
BJP moved against rebel
leaders, suspending
former Union Minister and
ex-Arrah MP RK Singh and
two others for anti-party
activities. Singh
immediately resigned,
sharing letters accusing
the party of discomfort
with his anti-corruption
stance. The Bihar unit’s
show-cause notice cited
harm to the party, noting
Singh’s long-standing
criticism since his
2024 defeat.

from the BJP, which will
include one woman and
third will belong to Chirag
Paswan-led LJP(RV).

As per the voting pattern,
women played a crucial
role giving a massive
mandate to the NDA.

Top party sources in the
BJP said that Nitish will
remain CM till his health
permits however it is being
speculated that since
the BJP has emerged always
as the bigger brother in
the coalition a certain
change is imminent and
Bihar would see a BJP CM
within a year.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

MOHIT KANDHARI M Jammu

The explosives that was trans-
ported from Faridabad to
Nowgam two days ago, acci-
dentally went off inside the
secured area of Nowgam
police station late Friday night,
leading to the death of nine
people and leaving 32 others
injured in Srinagar.

The blast occurred around
11.20pm on Friday when a
specialised team was extract-
ing samples from a large and
unstable cache of explosives
confiscated in connection with
an ongoing White Collar terror
module investigation.

The explosion, heard several
kilometres away, ripped
through the rented police
station building, causing
destruction in a thickly popu-
lated residential area. Several
vehicles parked in the area also
bore the brunt of the blaze trig-
gered by the explosives.

Three personnel from the
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) team, two crime photog-
raphers, two Revenue officials
(part of the Magistrate’s team),
one official from the State
Investigation Agency, and one
tailorassociated with the team
were killed in the explosion,
according to Director General of
Jammu and Kashmir Police,
Nalin Prabhat.

He said 27 police personnel,
two revenue officials, and

Srinagar blast leaves nine dead

Father of Showkat Ahmad Bhat, a Constable working with Forensic Science
Laboratory who was killed in the blast at Nowgam PTI

three civilians from adjacent
areas were injured in the inci-
dent and were immediately
evacuated to local hospitals for
treatment.

DGP also dismissed specula-
tion of a terror attack, stress-
ing that the incident was an
unfortunate accident.

He made it clear that the
blast occurred while FSL teams
were conducting the pre-
scribed procedure of taking
samples from a huge haul of
seized explosives for forensic
and chemical examination.

“Due to the unstable and
sensitive nature of the recov-
ery, the sampling process, the
handling was being done with

extreme caution, with utmost
caution by the FSL team,”
Prabhat said.

“However, unfortunately,
during this course, last night
around 11.20 pm, an acciden-
tal explosion took place,” he
said. The cause of this unfortu-
nate incident is being inquired
into. The sampling process,
necessary due to the “volumi-
nous” nature of the recovery,
had been ongoing for two
days, he added.

The massive blast severely
damaged the police station
building and affected adja-
cent structures. Small succes-
sive explosions initially ham-
pered rescue operations.
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RJD family drama
hits nhew heights

ASHOKE RAJ W Patna/New Delhi

A day after the R|D suffered
aheavy drubbing in the Bihar
Assembly elections, party
president Lalu Prasad’s
daughter Rohini Acharya
announced that she was
quitting politics and disown-
ing her family.

Rohini is the second Yadav
sibling to sever ties with the
family after her elder brother
Tej Pratap Yadav parted ways
before his polls. Rohini, a
doctor by qualification who
later became a homemaker
and settled in Singapore with
her husband, made the
announcement through a
cryptic post on her social
media handle. “l am quitting
politics and I am disowning

my family... This is what
Sanjay Yadav and Rameez
had asked me to do... and |
am taking all the blame,” she
posted.

The post promptly
dragged two names into the
spotlight: Sanjay Yadav, R|D’s
Rajya Sabha MP and a trusted
aide of Tejashwi Yadav, and
Rameez, reportedly
Tejashwi’s old friend from
Uttar Pradesh. Both were
unavailable for comment.

Rohini has often found
herselfin headlines, notably
when she donated a kidney
to her father a few years ago.
She later contested the Saran
Lok Sabha seat in 2024 but
lost, leading to speculation
about growing dissatisfac-
tion within the family.
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Rohini Acharya (second from left) with her family after polling PTI

Akhlaqg lynch
mob pardoned

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Noida/New Delhi

The Uttar Pradesh
Government has moved to
withdraw charges against
all accused of lynching
Mohammad Akhlaq. His
lynching had sparked
nationwide outrage. The
withdrawal applicationin a
local court has been filed by
Additional District
Government Counsel Bhag
Singh Bhati.

The police had filed a
charge sheet against 15
people, including Vishal
Rana, son of a local BJP
leader, as main accused,
who led the mob.

“A letter has been
received from the
Government regarding the
withdrawal of the case
against all the accused in the
Akhlaq murder case. The
application has been sub-
mitted before the Surajpur
court and will be heard on
December 12,” Bhati said.

Advocate Yusuf Saifi, who
represents the Akhlaq
family, said he had not yet
seen the official documents.
“I'will be able to comment
after examining the docu-
ments before or on the
date of the hearing,”
he said.

Nankana Sahib pilgrim sparks viral mystery

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chandigarh

Asocial mediavideo alleging
that an Indian woman visit-
ing Pakistan for a religious pil-
grimage converted to Islam
and married locally has
sparked outrage in Punjab. It
is being said the woman, on
the records of police is
allegedly a cheat with
pending cases, had convert-
ed to Islam and married a
Pakistani man.

Sarabjeet Kaur (48) visited
Pakistan as part of a group of
pilgrims on the birth
anniversary celebrations of
Guru Nanak Dev.

While the group returned
to India on Thursday night,
Kaur, a native of Amanipur
village in Kapurthala dis-
trict, did not. Kapurthala
Assistant Superintendent of

KAUR WAS PART OF
THE JATHA THAT
HAD GONE TO
PAKISTAN ON
NOVEMBER 4

Police Dheerendra Verma
said her disappearance is
under probe. He said the
police have not received
any information about her
conversion.

Sarabjeet Kaur was part of
the jatha consisting of over
1,900 Sikh members that
went to Pakistan on
November 4 through the
Attari-Wagah border. The
group was supposed to
participate in the Parkash
Purab celebrations at
Gurdwara Nankana Sahib
and other Sikh shrines.

Another police officer had
earlier said Sarabjeet Kaur

has three cases of cheating
and fraud registered against
her— two at Kapurthala City
Police Station and one at
Kot Fatta Police Station in
Bathinda. “However, pro-
ceedings of these cases in
courts are almost over,” the
officer said.

Sarabjeet Kaur’s husband
has been living abroad for the
past many years. She has
two sons. According to the
police, she had a passport
issued to her by the Regional
Passport Office in Jalandharin
January 2024.

In another development, a
purported nikahnama sur-
faced on social media,
according to which, Kaur
converted to Islam and
married Nasir Hussain of Nayi
Abadi Sheikupura, Pakistan.
The authenticity of the nikah-
nama could not be indepen-

dently verified.

Meanwhile, Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee secretary Partap
Singh said they had just for-
warded the list of pilgrims,
and it is the job of the
Government to carry out
background checks. The
pilgrim group was led by the
acting jathedar of Akal Takht,
Giani Kuldip Singh Gargajj.

The jathavisited Gurdwara
Janam Asthan, Nankana
Sahib, Gurdwara Sri Darbar
Sahib, Kartarpur Sahib and
other historical gurdwaras
in Pakistan’s Punjab province.

The Centre had initially
refused to send Sikh pilgrims
to Pakistan for Parkash Purab,
citing the security scenario
with the neighbouring nation.
The Union Government later
allowed the jatha to visit
Pakistan.
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Vande Mataram: Festering fissures, endless row

Romit Bagchi

ande Mataram, a hymn

taken from Bankim Chan-
dra Chatterjee’s historical novel
Ananda Math, never ceases
stirring controversies since it
first erupted in the 1930s. A
section of the Muslims then
opposed the idea of the ‘Hindu’
hymn being made the national
song of India, dubbing it as
idolatrous- an evocation of
Hindu goddess Durga- and
thus anti-Islam. The Hindu na-
tionalists, left in the Congress
and elsewhere, on the other
hand, claimed that no song
other than Vande Mataram
could fit as the national song of
India, given the fact that it had
inspired many to kiss the gal-
lows and suffer alien rule’s in-
humane tortures. The Muslim

clerics, by and large, stuck to
this view, issuing fatwas now
and then against Muslim par-
ticipation in its collective
singing. Now again, when the
nation is celebrating 150 years
of the hymn it has sparked a
major controversy when the
Prime Minister hit out at the
Congress on its deleted stanzas.
Let us look back.

Setting it to tune, Ra-
bindranath Tagore sang Vande
Mataram for the first time dur-
ing the Calcutta Congress ses-
sion in 1896. Later, when
Bengal became aflame with
anger against the British
regime’s decision to partition
the province on communal
lines, Tagore along with a
galaxy of others led the
Swadeshi movement from the
front, professing an ideology
not much different from that of
Hindu nationalism.

However, by the time Vande
Mataram stoked the fierce con-
troversy, threatening to deepen
the communal fissures further,
Tagore seemed to have moved
far away from what he consid-
ered a hide-bound concept of
sectarian, divisive nationalism.
Tagore explained his stand on
the controversy in a letter writ-
ten to Subhas Chandra Bose.

He wrote that the Muslims
were justified in raising objec-
tion to Vande Mataram which
was doubtless a hymn dedi-
cated to a Hindu goddess. It
might be in full harmony with
the theme of Ananda Math, but
it could never be the national
song of the great Indian assem-
bly, he observed. “We get impa-
tient when we see bigotry in a
section of the Muslims. But
when we tend to imitate them
it becomes a matter of shame.
It amounts to our defeat. There
is a need to shed such narrow-
ness to build up national unity
on a strong foundation. We
cannot afford to pawn unity on
the altar of such divisive rigid-
ity;” Tagore wrote to Bose.

Earlier, stung by criticism
from the radical Hindu section
of the nationalists, an embit-
tered Tagore wrote to his son
Rathindranath: “I have em-
braced the world as my coun-
try. I am happy I have been able
to express my feelings to the
world at large before I de-
part...May the message of Ben-
gal be one of oneness of the
world, international fraternity.
Ideally, Vande Mataram should
be an evocation of the World-
Mother..”

Mahatma Gandhi and Jawa-

harlal Nehru along with others
arrived in Calcutta in October
1937 to attend the important
Congress working committee
meeting. Gandhi talked to ail-
ing Tagore on the festering

struggle to its consummation.
If we take the first two stanzas,
it would not remind the Mus-
lims of the rest of the novel or
the history it is accidentally as-
sociated with. They can stand

Vande Mataram row. Tagore
had, however, made his point
clear to Nehru a few days be-
fore CWC sat. He said that the
song if taken in the context of
Ananda Math might hurt the
Muslim  susceptibility. “But
how can we forget that the
song epitomises the sacrifice of
thousands of our friends? We
feel the Mantra must still be
evoked to take the ongoing

independent of the rest. They
contain an inspirational ele-
ment which cannot hurt any
religion or community;” Tagore
wrote.

The resolution of the Con-

gress working committee
echoed Tagore’s view, saying
that despite accepting the
reservation raised by a section
of the Muslim brethren as jus-
tified, they were of the view

that the first two stanzas in-
spired their reverence, given
the saga of sacrifice it embod-
ied. However, at the same time,
it gave full freedom to the peo-
ple to go for another song if
that proved to be a ‘commu-
nally innocent’ one as com-
pared to the communally
sensitive Vande Mataram.

This resolution left Bengal
seething with rage with the in-
telligentsia accusing Congress
leadership of abjectly surren-
dering before fundamentalism
by deciding to vivisect the orig-
inal song to appease a section
of a community.

Significantly, around this
time, the eminent Irish poet
and theosophist, ] H Cousins,
who had settled in and worked
for India, sent a proposal from
erstwhile Madras, recom-
mending Tagore’s Jana Gana
Mana as the perfect national
song of India. “My suggestion
is that Dr Rabindranath’s own
intensely patriotic, ideally
stimulating and, at the same
time, world-embracing Morn-
ing Song of India (Jana-gana-
mana) should be confirmed
officially as the true National
Anthem of India....It has a tune
and rhythm that make it
singable with definiteness,

unity and vigour, whereas the
Vande Mataram tune can never
be given a satisfactory mass-
rendering, as its twists and
turns are only possible in indi-
vidual singing,” he wrote.
Now, let us see how Au-
robindo, whose birth anniver-
sary significantly falls on
Independence Day, viewed the
emotive matter. After he had
left politics and settled in
Pondicherry in 1910-his polit-
ical career spanned over nearly
five years-many regretted his
retirement, as they could not
see any external activity on his
part which could be regarded
as ‘public. About his retire-
ment, he himself wrote that his
retirement did not mean, as
most people supposed, that he
had retired into some height of
spiritual experience, devoid of
any further interest in the
world or in life...In his retire-
ment, he kept a close watch on
all that was happening in the
world and in India and actively
intervened, whenever neces-
sary, but solely with a spiritual
force and silent spiritual action.
Around two years after Con-
gress had cleared its stand on
the Vande Mataram contro-
versy, a disciple asked Au-
robindo (December 30 1939)

about his view of the matter.
“There are some people who
object to Vande Mataram as a
national song and some Con-
gressmen support the removal
of some parts of the song,” a
disciple  said.  Aurobindo
replied: “In that case, the Hin-
dus should give up their cul-
ture” The disciple went on:
“The argument is that the song
speaks of Durga and that is of-
fensive to the Muslims” Au-
robindo remarked: “But it is
not a religious song. It is a na-
tional song and the Durga spo-
ken of is India as the Mother.
Why should not the Muslims
accept it? In the Indian concept
of nationality, the Hindu view
would naturally be there. If it
cannot find a place there the
Hindus may as well be asked to
give up their culture” Au-
robindo was convinced that ap-
peasement of fundamentalism
would further whet its hunger
for more. He stood for a deeper
solution of the Hindu-Muslim
tangle. “..Hindu-Muslim unity
cannot be effected by political
adjustments or Congress flat-
tery. It must be sought deeper
down...but we must cease to
approach him falsely or flatter
out of a selfish weakness and
cowardice,” he noted.

Soul of Uttarakhand resides
in its rich culture: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

hief minister Pushkar
‘ Singh Dhami has said
that the soul of Ut-
tarakhand resides in its rich
culture. He said that the State
overnment is working tire-
essly for conserving the cul-
ture and traditions of the
State. The CM was speaking
at the Dehradun Literature
Festival in Doon Interna-
tional School on Saturday.
The CM released the
book ‘Leading Ladies of
India’ authored by Venu
Agrahara Dhingra on the
occasion. He said that liter-
ature is a strong medium to
express ideas, thoughts and

experiences. He said that [

literature also plays an im-

portant role in social and cul-
tural awareness. The CM
hoped that the book will in-
spire women to move for-

ward.

He said that under the
guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the State
government is working dedi-
catedly for women empower-
ment. The CM said that the
demand of the products
made by the women self-help

groups is increasing in the
State. The State government
has initiated many schemes
for making women self-re-

liant. The CM added that for
all round development of the
society, it is necessary for the
women to become empow-
ered.

Dhami said that in the last
two years, the State govern-
ment is organising Pravasi
Uttarakhandi Sammelan for
non resident Uttarakhan-
dis. The objective of the
programme is to connect
people with their roots. He
claimed that many natives
of Uttarakhand residing
outside have expressed
their desire to help in the
development of their vil-
lages and the State. Princi-
pal secretary RK
Sudhanshu, founder of
Doon International School
DS Mann, Geeta Dhami and
others attended the pro-
gramme.

Brothers murder father for

planning to sell ancestral house
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Ramnagar

wo  brothers  from
Moradabad in Uttar
Pradesh have been ar-

rested for allegedly murdering
their father in Ramnagar area of
Nainital district. The duo al-
legedly killed him as he was
planning to sell his ancestral
land. The police found the body
of Salim Ali (65) inside a hut in
village Puchhdi on November
13. After the forensic experts
collected evidence from the
scene, the police initially sus-
pected the victim’s two sons. In-
vestigation had revealed that Ali
had two sons—Naeem and
Nazim—from his first wife.
Both lived in Maheshpur in
Moradabad district. Where the
family owned an ancestral
house. Ali wanted to sell this

could not be completed and he
returned home. Meanwhile,
Naeem and Nazim planned the
murder and on the same night,
both reached Ali’s house in
Ramnagar on a motorcycle. He
was sleeping inside the hut
when the two allegedly attacked
him one after the other with a
stick, hitting him on the head
and killing him on the spot.
They then fled on a motorcycle.
Police later arrested both the ac-
cused. During interrogation,
they claimed they were very
poor and that Ali had earlier
sold property and wasted the
money on alcohol, without giv-
ing them a share. They purport-
edly killed him out of anger and
frustration.

Governor urges students to
embrace lifelong learning

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Haridwar

Governor lieutenant gen-
eral (retd) Gurmit Singh
encouraged students to em-
brace lifelong learning dur-
ing the 5th convocation of
Quantum  University in
Roorkee, where he was the
chief guest on Saturday. This
year, a total of 1,047 degrees
were awarded across under-
graduate, postgraduate,
diploma, advanced diploma
and doctoral programmes.
Singh congratulated the
graduating students, their
parents and teachers, em-
phasising that convocation
represents a significant mo-
ment in life, resulting from

hard work, discipline and de-
termination. He reminded
the degree holders that there
are no shortcuts to success; it
is achieved through hard
work, patience and long-
term discipline. He urged the
students to dream big and
adopt constant hard work,
determination and positive
thinking to realise their
goals. He highlighted the im-
pact of the modern techno-
logical revolution, including
advancements in Al, data
analytics, robotics and quan-
tum computing, urging

ing to him, the future will be
led by youth who consis-
tently pursue knowledge and
embrace new technologies.
He also appreciated the
progress made by the univer-
sity in the fields of research,
innovation, industry cooper-
ation and social responsibil-
ity during the year 2024-25.
Education minister Dhan
Singh Rawat also extended
his wishes to the students.
Vice chancellor Vivek Kumar
spoke about the university’s
recent achievements.

students to commit to
lifelong learning. Accord-

ancestral house, but both his

sons were against it. On No-
vember 12 he had gone to the
Moradabad Tehsil to finalise
the land registry but the task

IN BRIEF

Renaissance 4.0 concludes at UPES

DEHRADUN: UPES concluded Renaissance 4.0: International
Space Convention 2025, a three-day gathering hosted by the School
of Advanced Engineering (SOAE) and organised by the Infinity
Space Club (AIAA Global Student Chapter, Region VII) and recog-

nised ISRO Space Tutor. A
number of industry leaders,
scientists, researchers and stu-
dents participated for focused
dialogue, community-build-
ing and experiential learning
aimed at advancing India’s
aerospace and space-technol-
ogy ambitions. The UPES
sources said that participation

from the Directors of North Eastern Space Applications Centre
(NESAC) and Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) and the di-
rector generals of Indian Space Association (ISpA) and SIA-India
had highlighted the national significance of the proceedings. Speak-
ing at the event, DG, ISpA, Lt Gen Anil Kumar Bhatt said that if In-
dian students could design for debris mitigation, interoperable
systems and mission reliability at the university level, industry would
inherit teams that are flight-ready from day one. The vice-chancellor,
UPES, Ram Sharma said that Renaissance 4.0 has been a powerful
catalyst for the future of Indian aerospace. “Bringing together pio-
neers from ISRO, ISpA, and ATAA allowed us to do more than just
discuss space technology; we put our students through the paces
with high-stakes challenges,” he added.

DPS holds Scholar Badge Ceremony

DEHRADUN: Delhi Public
School, Dehradun, hosted the
Scholar Badge Ceremony 2025
on Saturday. This was a special
school event honouring stu-
dents who have excelled in aca-
demics and other areas, the
organisers said. The chief guest
was the regional officer, CBSE,
Dehradun, Manoj Kumar
Gupta. The school principal, BK

Singh, in his address, urged the students to work hard with ded-
ication. The students then presented a cultural programme, fea-
turing music, dances, and yoga demonstrations.

Yoga in National Games big win for U’khand

Haldwani: Sports minister Rekha Arya stated that the addition
of Yoga as an event for the first time in the 38th National Games
was a significant achievement for both Uttarakhand and the na-
tion. While inaugurating the Shanti Yoga Dham Championship
here on Saturday, she said that since Prime Minister Narendra
Modi advocated for Yoga on a global scale, its influence has now
extended from Asia to Africa, Europe and America. Yoga has
evolved into not only India's cultural legacy but also a universal
message for health, she said, while expressing optimism on the
chances of Yoga being eventually recognised as a sport too in in-
ternational competitions, including the Olympics. Arya stated
the presence of Yoga results in the absence of disease and that it
serves as the cornerstone for the Fit India and Fit Uttarakhand

initiatives.

THDCIL CMD passes away,
last rites in Rishikesh today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

he chairman and

managing director of

THDC India Limited,
RK Vishnoi passed away
after a prolonged illness on
Saturday. His last rites will
be held in Rishikesh on Sun-
day. According to officials,
Vishnoi (58) had more than
37 years of vast experience
in design, engineering and
construction of hydro proj-
ect structures. He joined
THDCIL in 1989 at the level
of engineer and worked in
different capacities and rose
to the level of general man-
ager in 2013 and thereafter
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PUBLIC NOTICE |

The general publicis informed that |
have changed my old name from

Reena Rawat to the new name
Reena Devi. In future | should be
known as Reena Devi, w/o Kiran

! *rl
S,

Common Recruitment Examination (CRE-4) for Recruitment to the various Group- ‘B&C’ posts at
Participating AlIMS and Central Government Hospitals under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

Online applications are invited from eligible Indian Citizens for Recruitment to various Group-'B & C' posts on the
behalf of all participating institutes/Hospitals with following schedules.

Singh, Address: 48 Yamunotri Road,
NA Barkot Nand Gaon, PO: Gangani
Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand

became an executive di-

Online Registration for applications

g B oamr FwE o

rector in 2016. Apart from
heading the Design De-

Start Date

11" November, 2025

420517525880 # Ffeaw saa Wy
A gea (Chutki) &of & a7 ¥,

partment, he also held the

Close Date

29" November, 2025

Sifes e 7 wafd 39 g @

additional charge of exec-
utive director, Vishnugad-

Date of Recruitment Examination

qrdfas AW W (Prit) 21 e

Pipalkoti Hydro Electric

Date of issuing of Admit Card

Three days before the examination

THG O FHV-0F GofleRu Ho
B202505076610000015 # T &of &|

Project (VPHEP) 444
MW. He had worked with

Intimation of exam city of examination center|

One week before the examination

wfawr § 7 o= @1 DT (Priti) g

the Tehri, Koteshwar and

Date of Exam

22" to 24" December, 2025 (Tentative)

& A W ST gEdE 9

Vishnugad-Pipalkoti

. . APPLICATION FEES: —
hydro projects. Expressing | | o) General/OBC Candidates
grief at his demise, offi- | | B)SC/ST Candidates/EWS

cials said that this is an ir-
replaceable  loss  for | |-
THDCIL and the nation’s
power sector.

Central Bank of India holds
agriculture loan camp
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ®m DEHRADUN

he Dehradun region of Central Bank of India organised | |.
a large State-level agricultural loan distribution camp
across all 42 branches with attendance of entrepreneurs,

farmers, customers from self-
help groups (SHGs), rice
mills and food processing
units. A special camp was or-

ganised in Kashipur, Udham
Singh Nagar. Approximately
20 entrepreneurs participated
in the camp in the presence

of the regional head,
Dehradun, Ram Pramod
Anand. Customers were pro-
vided detailed information
about the Poultry Farm
Scheme and other specialised
agricultural loan schemes.
During the camp, loan ap-
proval letters worth approxi-
mately Rs 30 crore were
distributed on the spot to eli-
gible beneficiaries.

C)Persons with Disabilities :
The candidate can pay the prescribed application fee through DEBIT CARD/CREDIT CARD/
NETBANKING. Transaction / Processing fee, if any, as applicable, will be payable to the bank by the

candidate.

Application fee, once remitted, shall not be refunded under any circumstances.
Applications without the prescribed fee would not be considered and summarily rejected.
Application Fees of SC/ST candidates who appear in the Examination will be refunded after the declaration

of results in due course of time.

Rs.3000/- (Rupees Three Thousand only)
Rs.2400/- (Rupees Twenty-Four Hundred only)

Exempted

FHRT
oy fFranf-aged, BREr, AR
Pedl, ITNETS |

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the content
for the advertisement
(Display/Classified) carried in
this newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the same.

.

Institute/Hospital.

Status of application and Admit cards of eligible candidates will only be uploaded on AlIMS website
www.alimsexams.ac.in. If any candidates feel difficulty during submission of application may raise a query

Important: For detailed information please visit the website www.aiimsexams.ac.in or respective participating

by login with credentials on My Page (Dashboard)

All applicants are required to visit the website regularly since all subsequent Corrigendum/Addendum/

Updates will be uploaded on the website only.

CBC 17112/12/0050/2526

ASSISTANT CONTROLLER (EXAMS.)

Readers are requested to
verify the contents on their
own.

For advertisement booking
9045057787, 8909212518

vesd ll Email: pioneerdoon@gmail.com

dpboriel o Canara Bank

(T Y T SR

(A Govi. of India Undertaking)

B fHfsde  syndicate

NOTICE ISSUED UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND

Branch:- Rajpur Road, Dehradun (1182)

DEMAND NOTICE

RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT 2002,

The borrower, co-borrowers and guarantors mentioned below has availed credit facilities From Canara Bank, Rajpur Road (1182 ) Branch,Dehradun and secured by way of mortgage of
under mentioned property. As the borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor failed to adhere to terms and conditions of respective loan agreements and had become irregular and classified as NPA
as per RBI guidelines. The bank intends to enforce the said properties mortgaged by you and issued demand Notice under registered post / speed post which were not served. Hence this
publication is issued. Hereby borrower / co-borrower / Guarantor are called upon to pay the amount mentioned below with contractual rate of interest, costs, charges etc thereon within 60 days
from the date of this publication, failing which the undersigned will be constrained to initiate proceedings u/s 13(4) of the SARFAESI act against the mortgaged property mentioned below to
realize the amount due to Canara Bank, Rajpur Road (1182 ) Branch, Dehradun. Further you are prohibited U/s 13(13) of the said act from transferring the said secured asset either by way
of sale/lease or otherwise. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

S. Name of Branch/ . Nature of Date of Amount Due

No. Borrower/Guarantor Detalls of Mortgaged Property Loan/s D;;r;iacr;d As Per Demand Notice

1. |Branch: Rajpur Road, Dehradun (1182)[Property Bearing Khata No. 02, Khasra No. 307M Madhya| MSME OD | 12.11.2025 | Rs.45,42,669.00 (Rs. Forty Five Lakh Forty Two Thousand Six Hundred
1. M/s MG World Doors And Windows [Area 0.0161 Hect Khasra No. 308M Madhya Area 0.0088 Limt Sixty Nine Only) As On 24.100.2025 +Interest Wee.f. 01.10.2025 + Expenses
Private Limited (Borrower) Director Mr. Hect. Total F'!ot-Z, Total Area 0.0249 Hect. And out qf Total MSME TERM - Recoveries After 24,10.2025 (if Any) in the Loan Al No, 1182261051836
Manoj Pandita S/o Makhan Lal Pandita, | Area House is Constructed upon area 85 Sqgr.Mtr Situated LOAN o )
Hill View Apartments B-307 Sahastradhara |at Village Kokliyal Gaon, Patti-Saklana, Tehsil Dhanaulti Rs.38,71,664.07 (Rs. Thirly Eight Lakh Seventy OneThousand Six
Road Dehradun Uttarakhand- 248001, |District- Tehri Garhwal. Boundaries: East: 14 ft road and land | MSME TERM Hundred Sixty Four and Seven Paisa Only) As On 24.10.2025 +Interest
Mob. 8077726472, 2. Mr. Manoj Pandita | of others, West: Land of others North: 10 ft road, South: Land LOAN W.e.f. 15.10.2025 + Expenses - Recoveries After 24.10.2025 (if Any)
(Director) Sfo Makhan Lal Pandita, Hill|of Mangal Singh, Name of Title holder: M/s MG World Door | SUARANTEED inthe Loan Alc No. 1182766000012
View Apartments B-307 Sahastradhara|And Window Pyt Ltd. Director: Mr. Manoj Pandita S/o Late | EMERENGCY Rs.19,35,804.62 (Rs Nineteen Lakh Thirty Five Thousand Nine Hundred
Road Dehradun Uttarakhand- 248001, |Mr. M.L. Pandita. CREDIT LINE Four And Sixty Two Paisa Only) As On 24.10.2025 +Interest W.e.f, 15.10.2025
Mob. 8837100811,3. Mrs. Anjali Koul (Authorised Signatory) W/o Sanjay Koul, Flat No. 17, Block No. + Expenses - Recoveries After 24.10.2025 (if Any) in the Loan Alc No. 170007033323
23, Lane No. 4, Jagti Colony, Magrota Jammu Kashmir-181221,Mob. 9469218449, M/s Mindal Rs.7,26,001.71 (Rs. Seven Lakh Twenty Six Thousand one Seventy One
Engineering Industries Pvt. Limited, C/o Gaurav, B-307 Sahastradhara Road Dehradun Uttarakhand 21.10.2025 Only) As On 24.10.2025 +Interest W.e.f. 15.10.2025+ Expenses -
- 248001, Mob. 9469218449 e Recoveries After 24.10.2025 (if Any) in the Loan Ale No. 170002764633

Dated: 15.11.2025

Palace: Dehradun

Authorised Officer, Canara Bank

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding
to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Industrial Area, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, Executive Editor Deepak Kumar Jha. AIR SURCHARGE of Re. 1.00 East: Calcutta, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, North: Leh: West: M
69342500, Lucknow Office: 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226 016. Telephones: 0522-2346443-45
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UTTARAKHAND

Uniyal, Bahuguna cabinet

subcommittee to decide
fate of UPNL workers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

The State government has
constituted a two-mem-
ber cabinet subcommittee
on the issue of regularisa-
tion of Uttarakhand Purva
Sainik Kalyan Nigam Lim-
ited (UPNL) workers. Cabi-
net ministers  Subodh
Uniyal and  Saurabh
Bahuguna are the members
of this important subcom-
mittee. In its meeting held
on November 12, the State
cabinet had decided to con-
stitute a cabinet subcommit-
tee on the issue of UPNL
workers and had authorised
chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami to nominate
members to the cabinet sub-
committee. After holding

discussions with all the
stakeholders and going
through the legal and finan-
cial ramifications, the cabi-
net subcommittee will
recommend the process of
regularising services of the
UPNL workers. It will also
decide the cut-off date for
regularisation of the work-
ers. The subcommittee will
submit its report within a
period of two months to the
government. The report
submitted by the cabinet
subcommittee will be signif-
icant for the UPNL workers.

The Finance secretary and
Soldier Welfare secretary
will be the member secre-
taries of the cabinet sub-

committee. There are more
than 22,000 UPNL workers
in different government de-
partments in Uttarakhand.

The UPNL workers are
demanding regularisation of
their services. In 2018, the
Uttarakhand High Court
(HC) had directed the State
government to follow equal
pay for equal work policy on
the issue of UPNL workers.
Following the decision of
the HC, the Uttarakhand
government filed a Special
Leave Petition (SLP) in the
Supreme Court on the issue.
However, SC rejected the
SLP and upheld the order of
the HC.

Police step up checking, UP
ATS team reaches U'khand

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

team from the Uttar

Pradesh Anti Terrorist
Squad (UP ATY) is reported
to have reached Uttarakhand
to investigate a suspected net-
work linked to Delhi
blast terror-accused
Dr Shaheen Shahid.
The team is check-
ing if Shahid’s net-
work has spread into
Uttarakhand. How-
ever, the State’s in-
spector general of
police (Crime and
Law and Order)
Nilesh Anand
Bharne refused to
comment on the
subject.

Meanwhile, the police also
launched a checking drive on
Saturday at shops that rent or
sell old cars and bikes. All reg-
isters and documents related
to vehicle rental or sale were
checked carefully.

Dehradun senior superin-
tendent of police Ajai Singh
said that this verification is
the full responsibility of the
shop owner. Officials were

also told to prepare standard
operating procedure for these
establishments. Shop owners
were instructed to verify the
buyer’s documents and mobile
numbers before selling or
renting any vehicle. Under the

SOP, shop owners must col-
lect complete details of the
buyer, confirm ID proofs and
verify all phone numbers.
They must also ensure that
most payments for ve-
hicle purchase are
made through the
buyer’s bank account.
According to sources,
some of Shahid’s close
contacts have been
traced in Uttarakhand.
After getting this in-
formation, Dehradun
police went on high
alert and started mon-
itoring sensitive loca-
tions. The SSP warned
that strict action will
be taken against anyone who
fails to follow the rules. He
said that the police will con-
tinue special checking in all
police station areas to main-
tain safety and prevent misuse
of vehicles.

Govt hospitals to
assign concrete
reasons for referring
Ayushman patients

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

Health minister Dhan
Singh Rawat has di-
rected that the government
institutes should assign con-
crete reasons for referring
patients to the higher centres
under  the  Ayushman
scheme. He gave the order
while chairing a review
meeting on the Aysuhman
scheme at the State Health
directorate on Saturday.
Terming the scheme as the
most important scheme as-
sociated with public health,
the minister said that the
sensitivity of the scheme is
much more than other
schemes. Expressing satis-

On a stern note, the minis-
ter directed the officers that
the government hospitals
should instil confidence in
the general public by provid-
ing excellent services.

The minister said that ap-
pointment of specialist doc-
tors and other necessary staff
has been done in the dis-
tricts. He averred that an
arrangement of better treat-
ment in the government hos-
pitals has been made. The
minister stressed on the need
for setting up an effective
system to ensure better treat-
ment in the government hos-
pitals. He said that the

faction on the implementa-
tion of Ayushman Bharat
Pradhanmantri Jan Aarogya
Yojana and Atal Ayushman

Uttarakhand Yojana, the
minister said that the efforts
are being made to manage
the gap funding in the
schemes.

The minister said most of
the people are visiting pri-
vate hospitals for free treat-
ment under the Ayushman
scheme. He said that the ex-
penditure in the scheme can
be reduced if the number of
people visiting government
hospitals and medical college
hospitals increases.

government hospitals should
clearly mention concrete rea-
sons for referring the pa-
tients to other centres and
responsibility in this regard
should be fixed.

The meeting was attended
by chairperson of State
Health Authority Arvind
Singh Hyanki, Finance direc-
tor Abhishek Anand, Ad-
ministration director DP
Joshi, Dr Saroj Nainthani,
additional director, IT, Amit
Sharma, director of Health
Services Dr Shikha Jang-
pangi, Dr RC Pant and oth-
ers.

Advocates protest across State,
demand land for chambers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m Dehradun

Advocates across Uttarak-
hand protested in support
of their demands on Saturday,
affecting works related to the
courts in the State. This was the
sixth consecutive day of their
protest and because of the
strike, many people and clients
faced various problems. Court
related work was affected and
people who had urgent cases
were left waiting outside court
premises. In Dehradun, the ad-
vocates demonstrated on the
road outside the district courts.

Bar Council of Uttarakhand
chairman Rakesh Gupta said
that the strike was “fully suc-
cessful” in every district of the
State. According to him, the
message from bar association
across the State ensured that
no advocate was working on
the day. Gupta said that this
unity shows the collective
strength of advocates. He
added that whenever the gov-
ernment allots land for new
court buildings, it should also

allot land for the chambers of
advocates. He argued that if
the government had done this
earlier, the present situation
would not come. Gupta said
advocates spend their lives
fighting for justice to others,
but today they are forced to
stand on the roads to fight for
their own rights, which is un-
fortunate and disappointing.

He also warned that if re-
quired, all advocates from
across Uttarakhand could be
called to Dehradun for a large
protest in the coming days. He
said they are ready to take out
big rallies and marches if the
government does not respond
to their demands soon. How-
ever, he mentioned that for
now, they had decided to ob-
serve only one —day complete
strike on Saturday, though
their main protest has already
entered its sixth day.

During the strike, advocates
raised slogans demanding the
construction of chambers.

Dehradun Bar Association
president Manmohan Kandwal
motivated the advocates to
stand in support of their de-
mands.

Dehradun Bar Association
secretary Rajbeer Singh Bisht
said that their protest in
Dehradun had entered its sixth
day and that their demand is
not new. Advocates have been
requesting land for chambers
for the past three years, but the
government has not taken any
concrete step. He pointed out
that the government has re-
cently allotted Rs 260 crore for
building nursing house facili-
ties. However, with nearly
11,000 advocates in Dehradun
five bigha land is not sufficient
for their needs. He clarified
that the advocates are not op-
posing the project, but they
want equal attention to their
demand for chambers. He said
advocates need proper work-
ing space to serve the public
better.

Godiyal to assume charge as PCC president today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

he newly appointed presi-

dent of the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC),
Ganesh Godiyal will officially
take charge on Sunday. The
Congress party has made
arrangements to make the
event grand. The party has di-
rected all its senior leaders,
heads of frontal organisation
and workers to attend the event
at Congress Bhawan. All the
senior leaders of the party and
the State in-charge of Con-

as the head of the election man-
agement committee. The chief
spokesperson of Uttarakhand
Congress Garima Dasauni said
that appointment of Godiyal on
the post of PCC president and
that of Pritam Singh and Harak
Singh Rawat on positions of
head of campaign committee
and election management com-
mittee respectively, has en-
thused the party workers. She
said a large number of party

workers will attend the pro-
gramme at Congress Bhawan
on Sunday. Dasauni claimed
that Godiyal, Pritam Singh and
Harak Singh Rawat along with
the leader of opposition in Vid-
han Sabha Yashpal Arya and
deputy leader of Congress leg-
islature party Bhuwan Kapdi
are the five 'Pandavs' who will
give a new direction to the
Congress party and will deci-
mate the BJP in Uttarakhand.

gress, Kumari Selja are ex-
pected to take part in the
programme. In a swift move
on Tuesday, the Congress
high command handed over
the reins of the PCC to sen-
ior leader Ganesh Godiyal.
The party also appointed
former PCC president and
six time MLA from
Chakrata, Pritam Singh as
head of the campaign com-
mittee and former cabinet
minister Harak Singh Rawat

" oA i s suiees o £ ARR sl

Public Notice
It is to informed that the Bank has shifted the Zonal Office

Dehraduntothe following new address :-

Punjab Mational Bank, Zonal Office 2nd Floor Plot No.9,
Integrated Industrial Estate, IT Park, SIIDCUL,
Sahastradhara Road Dehradun- 248013

All correspondence and visits will be at the new address
Date:- 15.11.2025 Zonal Head

dana ﬁm &iw q punjab national bank

CO-RECOVERY, CIRCLE OFFICE BHEL SECTOR 4 HARIDWAR,

SALE NOTICE

e el Mob. No.: 9758666299, Mail ID- COHRDSAMD@pnb.co.in

Sale of Immovable Property mortgaged to Bank under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securltisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 read with provison to Rule B{6) & Rule (9] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002, Matice is hereby ghven Lo the public
in genaral and in paricular to the borrower (5) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable proparty mortgagodichanged to the Secured Cradiion, the constructivel physicallsymbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authordsed officer of the Bank' Secured Creditor, will ba sold on® As is
where is", "As is whal [s", and "Whatever there Is" on the date as mentiond in the lable herein below, Tor recovery of dues due to the BankiSecufed credilor from the respective bormowes(s) .and Guaranior (s). The reserve price and the eamest money deposit wii be as mentioned in the table below against the
respective properies: SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

mg you can BANK uponl

! | Dt of Demand Notice u's 13(2) of SARFAESI Act 2002 Reserve Price Detads of

Ll.'l'. Haﬂlﬂ l:l‘l The .H_r?..qch . D intion of the Imm ble P Dutsianding :{m}unl 6 0N ___EMD | DATE & TIME The

~Namo of the Account SRErpton o MURCYRIN e Laat Date oF Beccalt of OF Encumbrances

e e Mortgaged/Owner's Name Posssssion Date uls 13{4) of SARFAES] Act. 2002 EMD R AUCTION Knowe T

Name & Addresses of The {Mortgagers of Property [les]) Haturn of Possession Symboile/PhyslcalConatructive The Becursd
Borrower/Guarantor Details of RG issued by DRT Dahradun Bid Increasa Amout Crecigan
This notice Is also be treated as 30 days statutory notice to under Rule 8[6) & Rule (9) Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

1| Branch: Civil Lines (092400} One Residential House bearing No. 282/1, Land area measunng in East-37 feet 04.06. 2021 | Rs. 1.43.00,000- i EI:I.?.?UH HNot

S, Anila Sharma Wio Sh. Jagat Singh Sharma (Borrower), H.No, |In West: 35 feat, n North- 40 feot and n South- 40 feet. total area measuing 1440 Ra. 20,64,005.67 (Rupees Twenty Lakh Sixty Four Thousand Five and Re 300000 | oatorn | Known
: _ gqit or g atied ot Mohalls ivil Lines Roorkes Pargana & Tehai P Bt wilhy i 1 " " with unbmed

38211, 44 Civil Lines, Jadugar Road, Rup'kea. Haridwat EJ:]’_EE? Roorkes, Munciple House tax No. 1306 Sale Deed Registered af Bahi No. 1 Zid e Sy ﬂn:ilawi! n1utglgﬂgn:ﬁ:: :::nt:;?:::uﬁ?m“ S iAo 4 W o

Mo. 2166 on Page No, 254/265-268 at Senal No. 2209 executed on 2410, 1996 at Sub Registrar Roorkee in Favour of Smt. Anila Sharma Wio Jagat Singh 05.00.2024 (Symbolic Possession) Rs. 50,000/- .

Sharma which s Bounded & Butted as under: East: Property of Sanjeev Sharma, West; Remaining Parl of Sellar, Morth: Road, South: Remaining Parl of ;

Sefer, Extension of Charge in Account Streel View Bar Launge

2 | Branch: Haripur Khurd (037610) One Residential House South Facing, Beanng Housa Tax No. 158/141, land [ IJEI}I 2(321 | Rs.b00000- | zn.rfb%nﬁ Mot
Sh, Imran Khan Sfo Sh, Naeem Khan (Borrower), Mohalla Mehtan | measuring In East- 32 feel, In Wesi- 32 fesl, In Norih- 24 feel and In South-[—  Rs, 7,19,185.68 (Rupees Seven Lakh Ninaften Thousand Cne Hundred Eighty Five s, 1.60,000- o | Knewn
Jwalapur, Haridwar- 249407, Sh. Rashead Sio Rijwan (Guarantor), | 24 feel, tolal area measuring 768 sq f. Or 71.38 sg. mt. Tolal Covered Area antd Paisa Sixty Mine only) with furiter inlerest and olbher sxpenses. Recovary (I any) 1592205 uplo A PN | T unied
H.No. 155, Pauvdhol, Jwalapur, Haridwar- 249407, 352 square feel Siluated al Mohalla Medaniyaan, Jwatapur, Pargana wef. 01062024 until payment in ful cha P ”ﬂﬁ&i"’

Jwalapur, Tehsil & District Haridwar. Wilhin the limit of Nagar Nigam Haridwar. 30.07 2021 (Symbolic Possession) Rs. 20,000/-
Sale Deed Registared at Bahi No. 1, Zild No. 1341 on Page No. 77 1o 102 at Sarial Mo, 5085 executed on 05.06.2013 at Sub Registrar Haridwar in
favour of Sh. Imran Khan S/o Nasem Khan which is Bounded & Butled as under: Easl: Street 6.5 feel wide, West: Property of Sh. Baale Hasan,
MNorth: Property of Sh, Mehraaj and Sh. Azad, South: Streat & feet wide

3 |Branch: Narsan Kalan (731000} One Residential Property bearing Khasra Mo. 70 m, total area measuring 04.03.2024 Rs. 23.50,000/- 20, :1202";'1*23 Not
Smi Asha Wio Sh, Narendra Kumar (Borrower), H.No. 805/3, Rawal| 167.28 sq. mir situated al Village Jatheri, Pargana Manglour, Near Sheron Rs. 4,22, 743,45 (Rupens Four Lakh Twanty Two Thousand Seven Hundnod Forty Thiee Rs. 2,35, 0000 "'E.. popy | Koown
Wall Gall, Subhash Nagar, Roorkes, District Haridwar- 247667 Ii ich i i and paiza Forty Five only) with unimited

Pu:ﬁmo{sﬁ_‘ml w::::;s Bﬂuﬂr‘ldmi :nder Zﬁllhshm uf:g:y Pal, W;51 wilh lurther intenest and ofhir expanses- Recovery (If any) woe.l 01.03.2024 until paymant in lull Eiz?.?l:?.ﬂﬁ.? APH E‘;‘:‘ﬂ;‘i’";“’
La ijendra, Norh; Land o it Kumar, South; Road 3.04 meter wide 7507 2024 (Symbolic Po on) Rs. 20,000/-

4 | Branch; Ahmedpur, Haridwar (149600) One Residential property Plot Mo. 84 of Khasra No. 2385, Measuring, In 29.02.2020 Rs.28,00000- | 20. :z.zuﬁ Mot
Sh. Kamal Kumar S/o Late Sh. Shripal Singh (Borrower), H.No. | East- 20 feal, West- 20 fest, North: 29,6 feel, South- 31 feet or Gossa Whosa Rs, 9,07,779.32 (Rupees Nine Lakh Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy Nine Rs. 260,000 bial-F "U,':,mm ¥ Known
265/05, Ambedkar Nagar, Gali Mo, 4, Jwalapur, Pargana Jwalapur, | Measuring area in East- 10 feel, Wesl- 10 feet, North- 26 feet, South- 26 | and Paisa Thirty Two only) + interest and Charges- Minus Recovary (i any) unt# payment in full 15.12.2025 up to 4 P | unimied

; feet, Tolal Area measuring 858 sq. I Le. 79.74 Sq. mi. In which 3/8 part Lo up wiois of
Tahsil & District- Hanidwar- 249407, Smt. Shyama Devi Wio Late Sh. \321' - ipbdiiasip s gg P sq. a}e. n.ﬁeta.r e .hra 'M hare i e — R 20 00{Y- 5 rtifiutéed
Shripal Singh (Co-Borrower! Cum Mortgager), HNo. 285/05, g " i ' 20062020 Byl Fosts ti) e

ripal Singh | gager) property & 1/2 portion of sald property in name of Shyamo devi Total area

Ambedkar Magar, Gall No. 4, Jwalapur, Pargana Jwalapur, Tehsil &
District Haridwar- 248407 Ah. Ashish Kumar S/o Late. Sh. Dhoom
Singh (Guarantor). H.No. 26505, Ambedkar Nagar, Gali No. 4,
Jwalapur, Pargana Jwalapur, Tehsil & District Handwar- 249407

measuring there by come oul 858 square feel. Situated at New Meel Mﬂ;hﬂt Jwalapur, Pargana Jwalapur, Tehsil & District Haridwar, Within limit of Nagar Nigam Haridwar. Gift Deed Regislered at Bahi
Mo. 1, Zild Mo. 1588 on Page No. 101 to 118 al Senal Mo, 11072 executed on 26.12.2013 and Correction Deed registered at Bahi No. 1, Zild No. 1610 on Page Mo, 27 to 36 at Senal No. 402 executed
on 16.01.2014 in favour of Smt. Shyamo devl Wio Late Shripal and Kamal Kumar Sfo Late Shripal Singh, which is Bounded as under: E351: Road 12 feet, West: Land of other, Norh: Property of Kuldeep
Singh, South: Property of Rishi das.

§ | Branch: Ahmadpur, Haridwar (149600) One Residential Property Total area measuring 450 sgit .e. 41.82 sq mir 03.04.2018 Rs. 18.00,0040/- |F W-:Fg}ﬂfa Not
Miss Meatu Kashyap Dio Late Sh, Ram Kumar (Borrower), Ward No. | Situated at Mohalla Dheer Waali, Jwalapur, Pargana Jwalapur, Tehsil & Rs. 7,78,031.00 (Rupees Seven Lakh Seventy Exght Thousand Thirty One only) Rs. 180,000 ’“‘E‘ 00 P ¥ Known
10, Mohalta Ghosian, Jwalapur, Haridwar. Sh. Shyam Singh| District Haridwar, Municipal House Tax Mo. 219/203. Sale Deed Registered + imarest and Charpes- Minus Recevary (I any) uniil paymaent in full 19122025 up to 4 PN with u'-hﬂm;
(Guarantor), H No. 98, Harl Lok Calony, Jwalapur, Haridwar, at Bahi No. 1, Zild Mo, 1971, Pages 95 to 110, at Serial No. 9201 axecuted 20.05 2024 (Symbolic Possession) " Rs, 20,000 | " s

on 26.11.2014 at Sub Registrar Haridwar-1| in favour of Neetu Kashyap Dio
Late Ramkumar which is Bounded as under: East: Street 5 feel wide, Weasl:
way 20 feet wide, North: Street 7 feet wide, South: House of Shri Harkesh

6 | Branch; Laksar {413200] One Residential House Beanng Khewal! Khatoni No. 824/1127 Murba No 10.09.2015 Rs. 13,50,000- | 20122025 Not
Sh. Rajinder Singh S/o Sh. Shish Pal Singh (Borrower), Bharat | 32, Killa No. 14/1, Rakba 2, Kanal 4, Marla ka 48/396 ka Par, Bakdar- Rs. 13,80,281.73 [Rupees Thirteen Lakh Eighty Thousand Twn Hundred Eighly Rs. 1,35.0000 it e | Known
Magar, Gall No. 3, Kanganpur Road, Sirsa, Hariyana Rakba 5, Marla 3, Sarsai or 161.33 sq, Yards siluated at Bharat Nagar, Gall One and Paisa Seventy Three only) with further interest and other 19122025 ap to 4 PM | T urhiked

Ma. 3 (Village Khaja Khera), Sirsa, Tehsil & District Sirsa (Haryana), Sale supenses- Recovery (I any) wed, 01,07 2015 until paymant in full 5 mritesas
Dead Registerad al Sr. Mo, 7164, dated 06.10.2010 11,12.2010 (Physical Possession) Fes: 2OR00F

T |Branch: Kharkhari (011410} A Three Story House Constructed on Part of Land of Piot no. 10, Land measuring in 09.01.2025 Reg, 43.00,000/- F m.112.2025 Nat
Mr. Ajaz Ahmed Sio Moizuddin (Borrower), Address 1. H.No. 804/3, | East- 25 R, Wesl- 25 i, North: 25 ft, South- 25 #t, Land Area 625 Sq 1t Le, 58.08 " "pg 47 51,793.46 (Rupees Seventesn Lakh Fifty One Thousand Saven Hundred Ninety Rs. 4,30.000- itopn | Known
Sector 1, BHEL Ranipur, Haridwar- 249407, Address 2: H.No. 10, | S0mir Govered area 1875 eq 1t ie. 17425 sq mir, Situated at Khasra No. 1736, Three and Paisa Forty Six only) wilh lurther interast and other 15422025 upto A PN | " uniimided
Gall No. A/, Kahsra No.1736, Subhash Nagar, Jwalapur, Haridwar- f:ﬂ:ﬁﬂ:;iﬁ;?:;g:ga;a 7’““‘“””:; m“g:'&"ug:}“‘a"t‘:;‘m” 1"“;’;‘ r'q"'; swpenses- Recovery (If any) we £, 01.01.3025 until paymant in ful S ey 3okl
240407, Address 3: Village Burhimarn, Post- Altahat Kishanganj, |\va474 a1 Pages 399 1o 416 al Pages 399 1o 416 Sorial No, 5373 Daled 19,00.2015 02.07.2025 (Symbolic Possession)

Bihar- 855107, Mr. Subhash Chand (Guarantor), Address: H.No. 10, | at Sub-Registrar Haridwar- in the name of Sh. Ajaz Ahmed S/o Moizuddin. Which
Gall Mo, A/10, Kahsra No. 1736, Subhash Magar, Jwalapur, Haridwar- | is Bounded as under; East Way 15 fl wide, West House of olther peson, North
249407 Way 20 ft wide, South: House of Priyabala,

8 | Branch: Haripur Khurd (037610) All the parl and parcel of the propery with Construction and super- siructure 30.05.2022 Rs.44.00,000/- | 20122035 | Not
Schan Provision Store (Borrower), Himatayan Colony, Matichur, | therean belonging to Residential plot no. 03, Whase land measunng, Boundaries & Rs. 13,20,614.16 (Rupees Thireen Lakh Twenty Thousand Six Hundred Fourteen Rs. 4.40,000 P eigoem | Known
Haripur Kalan, Haridwar, Tehsll Rishikesh, Sohan Lal Ranakoti Sio | 2ufied in East- Road 20 fi wide, West- Land of Donor, North- Road 18 feet wide, South and Paisa Sixeen only) with furthes interest and olhar 18122025 op lo A PN | e

d ! 1 . Propery of other person, lotal land aréa &5 1200 squar leel Le. 111.52 square maler, expenses- Recovery (If any) w.ed. 01,04.2022 until payment in full ars up te extansiang of
Sh. Lalila Prasad (Proprietor). Himalayan Colony Motichur, Haripur belonging to Khasrs No. 107 cha. Khata Khaton no. 281 situsted at Mauja- Haripur Rs. 20,000- & mmimutes
Kalan, Handwar, Tehsil Rishikesh, Kalan, Pargana Parvadoon, Tehsd Rishikesh, District Dehradun, Gift deed registersd 08.08.2022 {Symbollc Possession)
in Bahl No. 1, Zid Mo, 2353 at Pages 23 1o 40, Serial No. 5491 on dated 28.06.2013
in the office of Sub regisirar Rishikesh, Defradun. In the nama of Sohan Lal Ranakoli
Exlension of Change in Acount Shoan Lal Ranakoli

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : 1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.: 2. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and "AS
IS WHAT IS5 BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" 3. The particulars of Secured Assets spacified in the Schedule hergin above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be
answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 4. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https:/fwww.baanknet.com. 5. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please
refer hitps:/iwww.baanknet.com, STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B{6) & RULE (2) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Place: Haridwar

Date: 15.11.2025

Authorised Officar
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Bihar rejected Congress and Opposition: PM Modi

Artists perform to mark the birth anniversary of tribal icon Birsa Munda in

Chikkamagaluru

PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Surat

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
people of Bihar have reject-
ed the Congress, which has
become a Muslim
League-Maoist combination,
and the Opposition,
which spewed the poison
of casteism.

Taking a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi, PM Modi said even
the Congress’nationalist
leaders who had worked
with former PMs Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
were sad due to the actions
of the naamdar.

PM Modi was speaking at
a programme organised by
Bihar natives living in
Gujarat’s Surat city to felici-
tate him for the landslide
victory of the NDA in the
eastern State. He said the
Congress’ spate of electoral
defeats in the last decade is
a matter of introspection for
that party. “The country has
already rejected this Muslim

Prime Minister NarendraModi felicitates a man during an event marking the 150th birth anniversary of tribal
icon BhagwanBirsaMunda celebrated as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas in Gujarat

PTI

League-Maoist Congress —
MMC. Many nationalist
leaders from the Congress
who once worked with Indira
and Rajiv are also unhappy
with the actions of the
naamdar,” said the PM. The
PM said many Congress
leaders have started saying
thatitis now difficult to save
the party. The NDA decimat-
ed the INDIA bloc, an alliance
of Congress, R|D and other

parties, in the Bihar Assembly
elections, the results of which
were declared on Friday,
winning over 200 seats in the
243-member House. The
Congress won only six seats.

“That those who ruled for
50-60 years end up like this
in a decade or two is clearly
a matter of introspection for
them,” said the PM. He cred-
ited the NDA’s sweeping
victory to the MY — Mahila

and Yuva (women and
youth) — voters of Bihar.
Without taking names,
Modi said some political
leaders who are out on bail
tried hard to win the election
through caste-based politics.
“These jamanati (out on
bail) politicians in Bihar used
all their energy to spread the
poison of casteism. They
thought this would be
enough to achieve victory.

The Bihar elections have
completely rejected that
poison of casteism. This is a
very bright sign for the
country,” said Modi.

All sections of society in all
regions of Bihar gave unani-
mous support to the NDA, he
said, adding that there is a
massive 10 per cent differ-
ence in vote share between
the winning coalition and the
Opposition in Bihar.

“Out of 38 seats dominat-
ed by the Dalit community,
the NDA won 34 of them. It
shows that the Dalit commu-
nity rejected the Opposition,”
he said.

In Bihar, Waqgfs (perma-
nent dedication of property
for religious or charitable
purposes in Islamic law) were
created by illegally occupying
land and seizing houses, the
PM claimed. In Tamil Nadu,
villages that are thousands of
years old were declared
Wadqf properties, the prime
minister added.

Since concerns had been
raised across the country,

the Centre passed the Waqf
law in Parliament recently, he
said. “During the Bihar elec-
tions, these jamanati politi-
cians and their associates
publicly tore up the Waqf bill
and declared that if they
won, they would not allow
the law to be implemented.
The people of Bihar have
also completely rejected this

communal poison,” said
the PM.
Modi said since the

Congress is unable to explain
the reasons for the defeat to
its allies or to its own party
members, they have chosen
the “easy” way by blaming
the EVMs (Electronic Voting
Machines), the Election
Commission (EC) and the
voter list revision.

“They have found a way to
make excuses. This excuse
may keep them afloat for a
while, but their cadre will not
accept them for long,”
said Modi. The
Congress’priority is neither
this country nor its people,
and its future, he said.
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NCB, Rajasthan Police bust secret drug lab in Sirohi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) and Rajasthan
Police have busted a clan-
destine lab at a remote
village in Sirohi district of the
State believed to be used to
manufacture Mephedrone, a
synthetic stimulant and psy-
chotropic drug. Chemicals
weighing hundreds of kilo-
grams have been seized,
which were sufficient to
manufacture about 100 kg of
Mephedrone, with an esti-
mated market value of "40
crore, an official release said.

The alleged mastermind
of the racket and four others
have been arrested, it said.
Mephedrone is being
increasingly used as a psy-
chotropic drug in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and

POLICE SEIZE
CHEMICALS USED TO
MANUFACTURE
MEPHEDRONE A
SYNTHETIC
STIMULANT AND
PSYCHOTROPIC
DRUG

Maharashtra, the officials
said. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the guidance of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, the Government
of India is taking ruthless
action against narcotics
cartels to create a ‘drug-free
Bharat’, the statement said.

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) has been using
the mechanism of district-
level monthly NCORD meet-
ings to sensitise the district

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
H SIVAGANGA

police,
Rajasthan.

The police were sensi-
tised about the issue and
directed to report the pres-
ence of drums containing
chemicals and lab equip-
ment at unusual locations to
the local office of the NCB, as
such places could be used as
a clandestine facility for
manufacturing synthetic
drugs such as Mephedrone.

Red flag indicators about
the presence of clandestine
labs were also shared by the
NCB with the district police
across the country.

These included windows
covered or blacked out;
excessive ventilation/
ducting; signs of metal cor-
rosion or chemical staining
on walls/floors, buildings
or sheds, formerly residen-
tial but used as labs; storage

especially in

of chemicals or equipment
at unusual places, etc., the
statement said.

In one such instance,
police in Sirohi, Rajasthan,
found drums and packets
containing chemicals along
with lab equipment in a
remote farmhouse at
Daantrai village in the dis-
trict on November 6. Police
shared the information with
the Jodhpur NCB, after
which officers reached the
site and found tell-tale signs
of a clandestine lab.

Hundreds of kilograms of
chemicals were found,
which were sufficient to
manufacture about 100 kg of
Mephedrone, with an
approximate street price of
%40 crore, the statement
said. A team from
the National Forensic
Science University (NFSU),

Gandhinagar, was called in
for inspection, which con-
firmed the presence of pre-
cursors being used in the lab
equipment seized from
the site.

During the investigation,
the main characters behind
running the lab were iden-
tified, five of whom have
been arrested from different
parts of Rajasthan and
Gujarat by the NCB, with
assistance from the
Rajasthan Police.

Those arrested included
the mastermind, Vala Ram.
During interrogation, Ram,
a graduate, revealed that
after failing to clear
various competitive
exams, including the civil
service, he decided to man-
ufacture Mephedrone to
earn quick money, the
statement said.
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Udhayanidhi Stalin inaugurates 23 completed projects in Sivaganga

rural development, municipal admin-
istration and water supply, public

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Saturday unveiled 23 com-
pleted projects worth %17.86 crore and
also took partin the ground breaking
ceremony for the establishment of
mini-sports arena at %3 crore in

the district.

At an event held in neighbouring
he distributed
Government welfare assistance to
8,301 beneficiaries worth ¥88.37 crore.

The 23 projects were completed
under various departments including

Singampunari,

works among others.

The completed projects include a
new primary school building in
Manamadurai Panchayat union, a
computer lab in Kallal panchayat,
anganwadi buildings in llayankudi,
Idaiyalavai panchayats, an official
release said on Saturday.

Under the municipal administration
and water supply department, he
launched five completed projects
including construction of first floor of
a hostel located on the Sivaganga
Government medical college hospital

premises. A new community hall in
the Kattu Ulaikulam area in
Manamadurai, two additional class-
rooms in the Government higher
secondary school in Anbunagar, a
community hall in Kamarajar Nagar
in Pudhuvayal Town panchayat were
also unveiled by the deputy chief min-
ister, the release said.

Udhayanidhi Stalin on the occasion
also launched five new completed
projects and 16 additional class rooms
in Government girls higher secondary
school in Tirupathur, a building for the
Revenue Inspector's office and resi-
dential quarters in Periyakottai, and

an integrated health laboratory in
Karaikudi Government hospital.

He launched nine completed pro-
jects including new primary health
centre buildings in Pudhuvayal,
Peerkalaikadu,
Maruthangudi, the release said.

Later, he took part in the ground
breaking ceremony for the establish-
ment of the Chief Minister's Mini
Sports arena in Manamadurai pan-
chayat union at an estimated cost of
3 crore. Udhyanidhi on the occasion
also distributed welfare assistance
undervarious Government schemes
to 8,301 beneficiaries.

Sembanoor,

Delhi blast probe widens, two
doctors among three detained

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Police has detained
three people, including two
doctors from Haryana’s Al
Falah University, in connec-
tion with the blast near the
Red Fort. Meanwhile, two
separate FIRs were registered
against the university over
alleged irregularities flagged
by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The detentions and fresh
criminal cases come amid an
escalating multi-agency
probe into the Delhi blast. A
police team visited the Okhla
office of the university on
Saturday to seek details
related to those under
scanner. The police also
detained two doctors, from
Al-Falah University, who were
known to Dr Umar Nabi, the
main suspect in the blast
near the Red Fort on Monday.

The detentions were made
during coordinated raids in
Dhauj, Nuh and adjoining
areas late Friday by the
Special Cell and the NIA, offi-
cials said. Sources said the
two doctors were allegedly
also in touch with
DrMuzammilGanaie, who has
been arrested in connection
with the probe into an
alleged White Collar terror
module. Both were also close

associates of Umar. Initial
questioning revealed that
one of the doctors was in
Delhi on the day of the blast
to appear for an interview at
AIIMS, they said.

Their statements are being
verified to establish the
extent of their association
with Ganaie and their possi-
ble role in the wider conspir-
acy, officials added. Another
man has also been detained
for selling fertilisers without
a licence.

It has emerged that the
members of the terror
module had pooled around
Rs 26 lakh to buy explosive
substances and spent Rs 3
lakh out of it to purchase NPK
fertiliser, which can be used
to make explosives.

Investigators have also
sought visitor records from a
mosque near RamlilaMaidan
on Asaf Ali Road, where Umar
was seen in CCTV footage
hours before the blast.

A detailed log has been
prepared of every vehicle
that entered the Sunehri
Masjid parking zone during
the three hours when the car
remained there before the
explosion, police sources
said. Thelistincludes vehicle
numbers, timings and owner-
ship details.

A Delhi Police team and a
bomb detection squad are
stationed at the parking area
and are checking all vehicles
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CM Yadav leads Tribal Pride Day celebrations

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M BHOPAL

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav on Saturday led Tribal
Pride Day celebrations at a
state-level programme in
Alirajpur, where he unveiled
statues of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda and martyr
ChhetuKirad and announced
aseries of development and
welfare measures.

Dr Yadav said the 150th
birth anniversary of
BirsaMunda was being
observed across the country
and described the tribal
leader as a symbol of self-
respect and identity.

He said Kirad played a
role in organising tribal resis-
tance during the 1857 upris-
ing and that honouring both
leaders was a privilege. The
chief minister announced
156 development works
worth %250 crore for
Alirajpur. He dedicated
nearly 3200 crore worth of

completed works and per-
formed ground-breaking for
51 new projects costing 350
crore. According to the State
Government, the projects
cover education, health, irri-
gation and infrastructure.
Dr Yadav said every eligible
family in the state is receiv-
ing housing support and
women now receive 1,500
a month wunder the
LadliBehna scheme. He said
farmers are receiving assis-

tance under the
Mukhyamantri Kisan Kalyan
Yojana and the
Bhavantarprogramme, and
that wheat will be purchased
at 2,600 per quintal this
year. He announced %45
crore in compensation for
crop losses caused by yellow
mosaic disease.

He also said each panchay-
at in Alirajpur district will
receive 20 wells built under
MGNREGA, which will be con-

nected to electricity after
testing. He said Narmada irri-
gation facilities will benefit 170
villages. Major works inaugu-
rated included the Palas reser-
voir and Masni barrage, built
at a combined cost of more
than 11 crore, and a high-level
bridge costing %6 crore. New
facilities included three
Sandeepani schools, 12 senior
tribal hostels, primary and
community health centres,
sub-health centres, a school
building and a public
health laboratory.

The chief minister distrib-
uted benefits under several
schemes. A banking corre-
spondent from Nargaon who
travels by boat to deliver
banking services in remote vil-
lages was honoured. Loans
worth %3.8 crore were dis-
bursed to 179 self-help groups,
and a beneficiary from
Chandrashekhar Azad Nagar
received assistance under the
PM Kusum renewable
energy scheme.
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Government formation process will begin “in two-three

Nitish stays, NDA sparks fly

“Yes, I agree there would be no change in present adjust-
ment as Nitish is popular choice. But given his deterio-
rating health and rumblings within BJP that they have to
play the role of younger brother there may be change after
the next year crucial assembly polls in West Bengal and

Assam. Till then Nitish wont be touched,”

said a top BJP

Parliamentarian who was active in the just concluded

Bihar assembly polls.

Another BJP leader shared that roadmap for the West
Bengal polls due next summer have already been shared
to them and now they shall move to the neigbouring state
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his Bihar victory
speech had indicated that the buck will now stop in Bengal
as the holy river Ganga flows from Bihar to West Bengal.

Allies called for separate meetings of their victorious
legislators in Patna on Saturday evening as the

days” after all MLAs reach Patna.

Sources said Nitish Kumar would meet the Governor
and submit his resignation on Monday to end his current
term and discuss fixing the date of the swearing-in cer-
emony for the next term. Monday has been scheduled for
the legislators meet after the Cabinet will dissolve the

current Vidhan Sabha.

Chirag Paswan met incumbent CM Nitish Kumar and
after the meeting, Paswan said he was “pleased” that the
Bihar CM had “appreciated” the role played by all NDA
allies. NDA swept Bihar assembly polls bagging 202 seats
in the 243-seat state assembly. While BJP emerged as the
biggest party with 89 seats in its kitty out of the 101 it con-
tested, closely following was its biggest Nitish Kumar-led
Janata Dal (United), which won 85 seats. Chirag Paswan’s
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) party won 19 out of the

29 seats it contested.

|IAF'S SU-30MKI
TO PARTICIPATE
IN INDO-FRENCH
DRILL

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

IAF’s Su-30MKI jets will operate
alongside French multi-role
fighters in complex simulated
air combat scenarios as part
of a bilateral exercise to be
held from November 16 to 27,
officials said on Saturday.

The air exercise, ‘Garuda 25’,
will be held at Mont-de-
Marsan, France. The Indian Air
Force is participating in the
eighth edition of the bilateral
air exercise with the French Air
and Space Force (FASF), the
defence ministry said. The IAF
contingent arrived in France
on November 10, and will be
participating with Su-30MKI
fighter aircraft.

“Airlift support is being pro-
vided by the C-17 Globemaster
11l for the induction and de-
induction phases of the exer-
cise, while the IL-78 air-to-air
refuelling tankers are utilised
for extending the range and
endurance of the participating
fighters,” the ministry said in
a statement.

During the exercise, the
IAF’s Su-30MKI aircraft will
operate alongside French
multi-role fighters in “complex
simulated air combat scenar-
ios, focusing on air-to-air
combat, air defence, and joint
strike operations,” it said. This
exercise aims to refine tactics
and procedures in a “realistic
operational environment”,
enabling mutual learning and
fostering interoperability
between the IAF and the FASF,
officials said.

that have remained there
since the blast. Cars present
at the time of the explosion
are being examined first.
Once cleared, they are being
returned to the owners after
verification.

Investigators are showing
Umar’s photograph to drivers
and vehicle owners to verify
whether he met or interact-
ed with anyone while the car
was parked. Earlier, an FIR
under criminal conspiracy
sections had been registered
by the Delhi Police Special
Cell to investigate the larger
plot behind the explosion.
The initial UAPA case has
since been transferred to the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), officials said.

Investigators have also
obtained CCTV footage from
inside the Red Fort Metro
station that captures the
moments immediately
before and after the explo-
sion at the traffic signal
outside.The visuals show
routine commuter activity
when, abruptly, the station
shakes violently at the exact
moment the blast occurred.
Objects rattle and passen-
gers are visibly jolted as the
tremor passes through the
concourse.Some commuters
are seen instinctively rushing
further inside the station,
seeking safety as the
magnitude of the blast
becomes apparent.

Madhya Pradesh High Court to
rule on Sapre’s Legislative status

GIRISH SHARMA
I Bhopal

Nirmala Sapre, Congress leg-
islator from Bina, may lose
her Assembly membership
as the Madhya Pradesh High
Court is set to hear a politi-
cally significant petition on
November 18. The petition,
filed by Leader of the
Opposition Umang Singhar,
seeks clarity on Sapre’s leg-
islative status-an issue
pending for nearly six
months and one that has
raised serious questions
about the enforcement of
the anti-defection law in
the State.

The petition challenges
Sapre’s continuation as an
MLA after she publicly
appeared to align with the
BJP during the 2024 Lok
Sabha election campaign.

Sapre was elected on a
Congress ticket in the 2023
Assembly polls. Her pres-
ence on the BJP’s campaign
stage-and her open endorse-
ment of the party-sparked
immediate controversy,
prompting the Congress to
demand her disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution.

Despite formal complaints
from Congress, the Assembly
Speaker did not issue a deci-
sion on the matter, forcing
the opposition to seek judi-
cial remedy. The case now
moves to the High Court,
which will examine whether
Sapre’s actions constitute
defection and whether her
Assembly membership
should be terminated.

Political observers say the
case highlights a recurring

fault line in Madhya
|Pradesh politics.

Over the past decade, the
state has witnessed multiple
defections that have
reshaped governments,
from mass crossovers in
2020 that toppled the Kamal
Nath administration to sub-
sequent high-profile shifts
before the 2023 elections.

Against this backdrop, the
Sapre case is being viewed
as a test of whether statuto-
ry safeguards against polit-
ical desertion still carry
weight. Adding to the com-
plexity, Sapre currently occu-
pies what analysts are
calling a “political no-man’s
land.” While she distanced
herself from the Congress
publicly, the BJP has not offi-
cially acknowledged her as
one of its MLAs. Then State
BJP president VD Sharma
had previously stated that
the party had not counted
her among its legislators,

leaving her without clear
political affiliation and Bina
without an unequivocal rep-
resentative. The High Court’s
intervention is widely seen
as a necessary step toward
restoring certainty. Legal
experts argue that the
matter carries implications
far beyond Bina, as it could
reaffirm the integrity of anti-
defection provisions amid
growing concerns about
political instability and man-
ufactured majorities.

For the voters of Bina,
whose MLA has functionally
been without a party for
months, the hearing promis-
es long-awaited clarity. If
the court rules that Sapre’s
actions amount to defec-
tion, a by-election would
likely follow-an outcome
that political analysts in
earlier reports called
“inevitable.” Such a vote
would allow the electorate to
choose a representative with
a clear mandate and unam-
biguous party alignment.
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Rajasthan committed to tribal
welfare, cultural pride: CM
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Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma on Saturday said the
Rajasthan government is firmly committed to
the development and upliftment of tribal communities in

the State.
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Double-engine Govts gaining
support nationwide: Pushkar

A day after the NDA's landslide
victory in the Bihar assembly
elections, Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
said a “"double engine”
Government is taking shape
everywhere in the country
because the publicis bringing
to power only those who work.
Dhami was speaking at the
launch of Venu Agrahari
Dhingra’s book “Leading Ladies
—The New Wave of Female
Politicians in India”, at the
Dehradun Literature Festival.
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West Bengal will not accept
BJP’s politics: Sagarika Ghose
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Trinamool Congress MP Sagarika Ghose on Saturday claimed
West Bengal would never accept BJP's politics, a day after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said his party would win the

next Assembly polls in the State.
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Pawar questions ECI over
scheme during Bihar polls

NCP President Sharad Pawar on

Saturday said the
entrepreneurship scheme for
women played a role in the
victory of the NDA in the Bihar

elections, even as he wondered

how the Election Commission
allowed distribution of funds
during the poll process. A day
after the BJP-JD(U) combine
won a landslide victory in the
polls, Pawar said the BJP and
JD (U) leader Nitish Kumar will
jointly decide the Chief
Minister's name.
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74 vs 34: Rain, resolve and the
real test of leadership in Bihar

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
M Patna/New Delhi

On two days on October 31
and November 1, 5 days
ahead of the first phase of
polling, when rain lashed
Bihar and campaign sched-
ules went haywire, two con-
trasting images emerged.

One leader, 34-year-old
Tejashwi Yadav, chose to
address voters through his
mobile phone, citing the
incessant rainfall. The other,
74-year-old Nitish Kumar, set
out by road, travelling over
600 kilometres across Patna,
Samastipur, Darbhanga,
Madhubani, Sitamarhi,
Muzaffarpur and Vaishali,
determined to meet people
in person despite hostile
weather.

The weather was the same;
the choices were not. That
contrast told a larger story
about leadership, resolve and
priorities. Nitish Kumar was
scheduled to address a major
public meeting in
Kusheshwarsthan. When his
helicopter refused to take
off due to weather condi-
tions, the easier option was
clear: postpone the event or
shift to a virtual address.
Many leaders across parties
would have done precisely
that.

But Nitish Kumar simply
said, “Let’s go by road.”

At 74, undertaking a gru-
elling 3-4 hour road journey

through rain, wind and slip-
pery stretches would have
been reason enough to step
back. Instead, he travelled
from one constituency to
another, meeting people with
the same calm, grounded
energy that has defined his
public life for decades. As he
stepped into crowds, shaking
hands, listening patiently,
responding softly, there was
no sign of fatigue or theatri-
cality, only a quiet determina-
tion to be physically present
among the people whose
mandate he sought.
Behind this decisive
moment was the understat-
ed but crucial role of |D(U)

National Working President
Sanjay Kumar Jha. Assessing
the weather, travel feasibili-
ty and local expectations,
Jha advised the Chief Minister
that waiting for the skies to
clear would jeopardise the
day’s outreach. Nitish
Kumar placed full trust in his
counsel, reflecting a rare
synergy between leadership
and strategist.

This was also the turning
pointin the campaign: whis-
pers about Nitish Kumar’s
health or his reduced role
evaporated instantly.

While social media
debated Tejashwi Yadav’s
remote address, Nitish

Kumar’s images from
the rain-soaked road journey
spread across Bihar. It
reinforced a familiar
truth that leadership is not
defined by age, but by
instinct, judgement and the
willingness to endure dis-
comfort for the people.
With NDA’s historic win,
this episode stands out not
merely as an anecdote but as
a symbol. It captures the grit
of a74-year-old leader refus-
ing to pause, and the strate-
gic foresight of his closest
advisor, Sanjay Kumar Jha,
ensuring that the message of
commitment reached the
people uncompromised.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A day after facing a severe
drubbing in Bihar, the
Congress on Saturday ques-
tioned the role of the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) in the poll
process while its top
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi and party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, went
into a huddle to discuss the
poll outcome.

Kharge and Rahul were
joined by AICC general sec-
retary (Organisation) K C
Venugopal, party treasurer
Ajay Maken and AICC Bihar
in-charge Krishna Allavaru,
sources said.

Responding to Congress’
allegations on social media,
Election Commission offi-
cials said three lakh voters
were added to Bihar’s elec-
toral roll after the publica-
tion of final list post the
special intensive revision.

They were responding to
a social media post by
Congress which pointed out
that while the EC’s state-
ment announcing the
schedule for the Bihar
assembly polls had put the
number of voters at 7.42
crore, in subsequent releas-
es the number climbed to
7.45 crore. According to the
sources, the leaders met to
discuss the Congress’ poor
performance in Bihar,
where the party won only
six of the 61 seats it contest-

ed, its second-worst show in

Congress huddles, blames ECI for Bihar loss

o

the state after 2010, when it
won only four seats. Rahul
did not speak to the media
persons after the meeting,
as the leaders of the

Mahagathbandhan, of
which the Congress is a
part, remained in a state of
disbelief after the NDA
swept the polls. Asked
about the Bihar poll
outcome and the party’s
poor performance,
Venugopal sought to put
the entire blame on the
Election Commission, alleg-
ing that the entire poll
process is questionable and
there is no transparency.
The party would soon
analyse the result and
would come out with con-
crete proof in the next few
weeks, he said.

“This result that has come
from Bihar is unbelievable
for all of us. This is not only
for Congress. The entire
Bihar people are not believ-
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ing it and also our alliance
partners. We discussed with
all of them; they are not
believing it,” Venugopal
said. “Because, a 90 per
cent plus strike rate for a
political party — which has
not happened in Indian
history. We are doing a
thorough analysis; we are
collecting data from across
Bihar. Within one or two
weeks, we will come out
with concrete proof,” he
told reporters.

Alleging that the process
of electioneering is “com-
pletely questionable”, he
said the party leaders have
been continuously raising
the issue during electioneer-
ing. Asked about Rahul
Gandhi’s comments calling
the election “not fair”,
Venugopal said, “We have
been talking about the
Election Commission (role)
and we talked about this
during the Haryana elec-
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tions - that the Haryana
election is rigged”.

The EC officials said the
figure of 7.42 crore voters
mentioned in the October 6
statement was based on
final electoral roll published
on September 30 after the
special intensive revision.

Citing election rules, they
pointed out that any eligible
citizen can apply to have
their name added to the
electoral roll until 10 days
before the last date for filing
of nominations for each
phase of poll after the
announcement of elections.
“Therefore, after examin-
ing all valid applications
received from October 1
until 10 days before the last
date of nominations in both
phases, the names of eligi-
ble voters were added to
the list as per the rules, so
that no eligible voter is
deprived of voting,” an offi-
cial said.

Vote theft powered NDA
win in Bihar: Shiv Sena

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

The Shiv Sena (UBT) on
Saturday claimed the Bihar
elections were a scam facili-
tated by the poll body and
accused the ruling BJP-led
NDA of winning through vote
theft. A day after the ruling
NDA scored a spectacular
victory in the polls, the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party
said the BJP would not hesi-
tate to take control of the
JD(U) for the chief minister’s
post. The party claimed that
chief minister Nitish Kumar is
struggling with memory loss

and questioned how
someone with such chal-
lenges could lead Bihar.

In an editorial in the party
mouthpiece Saamana, the
Shiv Sena (UBT) claimed that
the BJP’s victory formula
appears to have been
decided in Bihar, just as in
Maharashtra, where the
opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi was not allowed to
win even 50 seats.

The (outcome of) Bihar
elections was not surprising,
the party said, alleging that
the poll body and the BJP
were working in tandem to
get desired results.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

As the ruling NDA decimat-
ed the Mahagathbandhanin
Bihar to retain power, all
but one of the 25 State min-
isters in the fray won their
respective seats.

Deputy Chief Ministers
Samrat Choudhary and Vijay
Kumar Sinha, both from the
BJP, won Tarapur and
Lakhisarai Assembly seats.

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who has been a
member of the legislative
council (MLC), did not
contest the Assembly elec-
tions. Altogether 15 ministers
from the BJP had contested

the polls and emerged victo-

rious. Agriculture minister
Prem Kumar, a BJP veteran,
retained Gaya Town for an
eighth consecutive term, a
record equalled by his |D(U)
cabinet colleague Bijendra
Yadav (Supaul).

Another minister Raju
Kumar Singh, who had been
elected from Sahebganj in
2020 on a ticket of
Vikassheel Insan Party and
later defected to the BJP,
retained the seat.

He contested the
Assembly segment this time
on a saffron party’s ticket.
Sanjay Saraogi (Darbhanga)
and Nitin Nabin (Bankipur)
retained their seats for a fifth
consecutive term.

Other BJP ministers, who

Bihar polls: All 25 ministers in fray won except one

DEPUTY CHIEF
MINISTERS SAMRAT
CHOUDHARY AND
VIJAY KUMAR SINHA,
BOTH FROM THE BJP,
WON TARAPUR

AND LAKHISARAI
ASSEMBLY SEATS

emerged victorious, were
Renu Devi (Bettiah),
Nitish Mishra (Jhanjharpur),
Neeraj Kumar Singh
‘Bablu’ (Chhatapur), Kedar
Prasad Gupta (Kurhani),
Jibesh Kumar (Jale),
Krishnanandan Paswan
(Harsidhi), Vijay Kumar
Mandal and Krishna Kumar
Mantoo (Amnour) and Sunil

Kumar (Bihar Sharif).

However, Sumit Kumar
Singh, who had been elected
in 2020 as an independent
candidate and inducted into
the state cabinet, failed to
retain the Chakai assembly
seat when he sought reelec-
tion on a |D(U) ticket.

Singh lost by a margin of
nearly 13,000 votes to R|D
candidate Savitri Devi,
whom he had defeated five
years ago from Chakai in
Jamui district.

Son of late Narendra
Singh, a former state minis-
ter and a close aide of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, Sumit
had held the science,
technology and technical
education portfolio in the

outgoing Government.

Victorious |JD(U) ministers
included Sheela Kumari
(Phulparas), Leshi Singh
(Dhamdaha), Ratnesh Sada
(Sonbarsha), Madan Sahni
(Bahadurpur), Vijay Kumar
Choudhary (Sarairanjan),
Jayant Raj (Amarpur),
Shrawon Kumar (Nalanda)
and Mohd. Zama Khan
(Chainpur).

The ruling NDA decimated
the Mahagathbandhan in
Bihar on Friday to retain
power, reaffirming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
popularity and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
enduring appeal and dealing
a body blow to the Congress
and ally R|D.

Prashant Kishor’s party breaks
silence over Bihar debacle

Chirag backs Nitish as CM, says party ready to join Govt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Union minister Chirag
Paswan on Saturday said his
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) was looking forward to
joining the new Government
in Bihar and he “personally”
felt that JD(U) president
Nitish Kumar should con-
tinue as chief minister.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence a day after the NDA
secured a landslide victory in
the assembly polls, with his
own party bagging 19 out of
the 28 seats it had contested,
Paswan also charged the
opposition with creating a
“false narrative” that he
was not on good terms with
the longest serving Chief
Minister of Bihar.

The Hajipur MP, who
paraded all the newly
elected candidates of L|PRV
before the media, said,
“Representatives of my party
today met Nitish Kumar to
congratulate him upon the
victory. Yes, we too are
looking forward to joining
the Government. Earlier,
we used to say that we
support the Government
but are not a part of it.
But that was because we had
no representation in the
state legislature”.
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Replying to a query, he
said, “Itis for the legislators
to decide who should be the
next CM or the deputy CM. |
personally feel that Nitish
Kumar should continue to
head the Government”.

Notably, Kumar’s JD(U) has
won 85 seats, four less than
the BJP, making it the second
occasion since 2020
Assembly polls when the
CM’s party has been outper-
formed by its ally.

Paswan, who was once
seen as a bete noire of the
JD(U) supremo, also
blamed the opposition for
the “false narrative” but
admitted “it was because |
did not contest the 2020
assembly polls as an NDA
partner that benefitted the
RJD and it became the single
largest party”.
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“But, the R|D grew arro-
gant thinking that the people
had reposed their faith in
that party. The party got
done in by the arrogance.
The people of Bihar had
rejected the RJD and its
jungle raj way back. In 2010,
the party was decimated. It
did better in 2015 only
because of circumstances,
because Nitish Kumar had
joined them. And in 2020
they gained because we
were not part of the NDA”,
said Paswan.

He also profusely thanked
“central leadership of our
alliance” for giving 29 seats
to the LJPRV, “even though
we did not have a single MLA
in the outgoing assembly”.
Notably, the nomination
papers of one candidate
of LJPRV were rejected

during scrutiny.

Paswan said, “We were
written off. People were
saying that we have been
given challenging seats so
that my party performs badly
and [ suffer a loss of face. Exit
polls kept predicting that
we will finish off with a
single digit tally”.

“But have the same blood
flowing in my veins as my
late father Ram Vilas Paswan,
who resurrected the party in
2014”, the Union minister
said with a hint of pride.

Notably, the late Paswan’s
Lok Janshakti Party had suf-
fered setbacks in the 2009
Lok Sabha polls when it
failed to win a single seat
and the founding president
himself lost the pocket
borough of Hajipur. A year
later, the party’s dismal show
continued in assembly polls,
which it fought in alliance
with the RJD. Only three
seats were won by the LJP
and two of its MLAs defected
to the |D(U).

In 2014, the late Paswan
joined the NDA, and the L]JP,
riding the “Modi wave”,
bounced back, winning six of
the seven seats it had con-
tested and its founder was
rewarded with a berth in the
Union Cabinet, after a long
time.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Former poll strategist
Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj,
which failed to open its
account in the Bihar
Assembly, on Saturday
expressed disappointment
over its poll debacle, and
said cash transfer to the
accounts of women played
an important role in the
NDA’s victory.

The party was unable to
galvanise votes in its favour,
despite a high-pitched cam-
paign and raising pressing
issues such as unemploy-
ment, migration and the
dearth of industries in the
state. Talking to reporters,
Jan Suraaj Party’s national
president Uday Singh said,
“We are disappointed with
the outcome of the assem-
bly polls but not upset.
Though we have not won
even a single seat, we will
keep opposing the ruling
NDA.” He said the party
could not succeed in con-
vincing Muslim voters in
Bihar. “The mandate also
proves that the people did
not want the return of R|D,”
Singh said.
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He claimed that the cash
transfer of 240,000 crore to
the accounts of women by
the ruling NDA Government
in Bihar played an “impor-
tantrole” in its victory. Singh
was referring to Bihar’s
Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar
Yojana, under which 10,000
each was transferred to the
bank accounts of women in
the state.

“This was an attempt by
the Government to bribe
people ahead of the polls.
The votes were purchased.
The cash benefits were
transferred even after the
model code of conduct
came into force,” he alleged.

The Jan Suraaj leader said,
“Now, we are waiting to see
how the Government will
transfer the remaining 32
lakh to the accounts of
women in the state.” He
also claimed that the NDA
did not get even 50 per cent
of the votes in the Bihar
polls. Responding to a query
on whether Prashant Kishor
would remain active in pol-
itics as the |D(U) won more
than 25 seats, Singh said,
“You should ask this ques-
tion to Kishor only”. Kishor
had previously claimed that
he would quit politics if
Nitish Kumar’s |JDU won
more than 25 seats.

NDA leaders meet
Nitish Kumar to
discuss Govt
formation in Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

With a landslide victory in
Bihar assembly polls placing
the NDA firmly in the saddle,
leaders of the alliance on
Saturday appeared to have
got down to the brass tacks
of forming a new govern-
ment in the state.

Coalition partners made a
beeline at 1, Anne Marg, the
official residence of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, the
longest-serving incumbent,
who heads the |D(U).

Notable visitors included
Union minister Chirag
Paswan, who is excited at the
prospects of his Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) sharing
power in the state as well.

“l have congratulated
Nitish Kumar ji on the victory.
The NDA's win puts paid to
the opposition's false narra-
tive that there has been a rift
between the two of us. Even
during the campaign, the CM
canvassed in seats where
our candidate was contest-
ing. We reciprocated the
gesture and supported the
JD(U) candidate in Alauli,
which has been our home
turf,” Paswan told reporters.

Situated in his native
Khagaria district, Alauli, a
reserved seat, was represent-
ed by the Union minister's
late father Ram Vilas Paswan
in the 1970s, and, after he
became the MP from Hajipur,
uncle Pashupati Kumar Paras
- now estranged from the
family - represented the con-
stituency several times.

JD(U)'s Ram Chandra Sada,
a former MLA, wrested the
seat from sitting RJD MLA
Ram Vriksh Sada, while Yash
Raj, the son of Paras, who was
making his debut from his
father's party Rashtriya Lok
Janshakti Party, finished third.

Paswan ducked queries as
to whether the LJP(RV) was
hoping to have one of its
MLAs as the deputy CM,
saying “CM and his deputy
are decided jointly by all the
legislators”.
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AMRIT PHARMACIES AID %6.85
CRORE PATIENTS: JP NADDA

Health Minister JP Nadda on Saturday said medicines
worth over 317,000 crore at MRP have been dispensed at
discounted rates by AMRIT pharmacies so far, resulting in
cumulative savings of approximately ¥8,500 crore for
patients. From the first outlet at AIIMS, Delhi in 2015 to
255 outlets across 24 states and four UTs today, AMRIT
Pharmacy has benefitted over 6.85 crore patients, offering
discounts ranging from 50 per cent to 90 per cent on
medicines and implants, he said.

Nadda inaugurated 10 new AMRIT (Affordable Medicines
and Reliable Implants for Treatment) Pharmacies, marking
its 10th anniversary celebrations at Bharat Mandapam.

TERRORISM MUST END: J&K
DEPUTY CM SURINDER

Jammu and Kashmir Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary on Saturday expressed grief over the

loss of lives in a massive accidental explosion near
Srinagar and said Pakistan-sponsored terrorism must end
now, as the region has suffered immensely from the
menace over the last 35 years.

He said all the political parties should come together to
stand up against terrorism so that the people in Jammu
and Kashmir can live a peaceful life.

“Today, Jammu and Kashmir woke up to the unfortunate
news of a blast at a police station, resulting in loss of
precious human lives. The blast was so fierce that its bang
was heard in different parts of Srinagar. This is another
chapter in the violence that has caused death and
destruction in Jammu and Kashmir over the past 35
years,” the deputy chief minister told reporters.

Nagaland witnessing major
p0s1t1ve change' Sltharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tours facilities at the
Nagaland Tool Room & Training Centre (NTTC) in Dimapur, Nagaland pTi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Dimapur

Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said there has
been a major positive
change in corporate invest-
ment in Nagaland, which
is now focused on equip-
ping the state’s youth
with advanced skills.
Inaugurating the Al & Future
Skills Centre of Excellence at
Nagaland Tool Room &
Training Centre, Dimapur,
Sitharaman said this new
era is exemplified by two
major programmes: a col-
laboration with Tata group
in Kohima to provide train-
ing in semiconductor tech-
nology and a partnership
with CYIENT Foundation in
Dimapur to introduce
advanced Al-driven manu-
facturing and 3D printing
techniques.

These programmes are
meant to give the youth of
Nagaland the skills needed
for modern jobs, helping
them succeed and con-
tribute to the country’s tech-
nology growth, she added.

The Union minister said
the visit to Nagaland was to
focus on assessing the

progress of the nation’s 112
aspirational districts and
to ensure the successful
implementation of key
Government initiatives.

She said a significant
component of the visit was
a credit outreach pro-
gramme, conducted in
collaboration with
major banks, to provide
accessible loans fostering
financial inclusion.

The overall objective was
to directly observe the
impact of these pro-
grammes on the lives of
the people and address any
existing challenges, and
reinforce the Government’s
dedication to the compre-
hensive development of
every part of the country.

The Union Finance minis-
teralso had a meeting with
the Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and his cabinet
colleagues and reviewed
the progress of Special
Assistance to States for
Capital Investment scheme
at Niathu Resort.

Sitharaman also virtually
inaugurated the construc-
tion of pre fab multipurpose
hall with amenities in Phek
district and a guest house
for administrative officers at
Zunheboto.

Crisis in MVA, Congress to go solo in BMC polls

TN RAGHUNATHA
M Mumbai

In a development that
came a day after the
Rashtriya Janata Dal-led
Mahagathbandhan was
trounced in the Bihar
Assembly polls, the Congress
on Saturday announced
that the party would go it
alone in the crucial
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls.
Announcing the major
decision that virtually
plunged the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
into a crisis, AICC General
Secretary in-charge of
Maharashtra Ramesh
Chennithala said: “We will
contest all 227 seats indepen-
dently in the BMC polls. The
desire of all our party leaders
and workers is that we go it
alone in the polls”.
Chennithala did not
spell out the actual reason
behind the Congress’ deci-
sion to contest the BMC polls
independently.

However, Mumbai

Congress chief President Prof
Varsha Gaikwad indirectly
spilled out the beans that it
was Uddhv Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena’s decision to
include the Raj Thackeray-
headed MNS into the
MVA that had prompted her
party to go it alone in the
BMC polls.

MNS chief Raj Thackeray, it
may be recalled, had some
years ago carried out a
vicious campaign against
the north-India migrants —
especially those from
Bihar and UP, settled in
Mumbai and other parts of
Maharashtra.

“We are a cultured and
respected party and cannot
align with any outfit
that had previously targeted
Bihari and north Indian
migrants,” Varsha Gaikwad
said.

Varsha said that the
Congress’ alliance with the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP)
remains “intact”. “Only
Sharad Pawar can comment
on this matter,” she said.

On his part, Sharad Pawar

CHENNITHALA DID
NOT TELL THE
ACTUAL REASON
BEHIND THE
CONGRESS’ DECISION
TO CONTEST THE
BMC POLLS SOLO

evaded a direct reply about
the Congress’s decision to go
italone in the BMC polls but
told media persons at
Baramati in Pune district:
“As per discussions held
within the NCP (SP), local
leaders will take a call (on
forging alliance) during the
Nagar Panchayat and
Panchayat Samiti polls”.

A couple of days ago, Sr
Pawar had said: “The INDIA
alliance is solely for the
national-level elections.
Regarding the upcoming
municipal elections in
Maharashtra, every party will
decide within 8-10 days,
through a meeting, whether
we will contest together or
independently”.

On whether there would

be an alliance between NCP
(SP) and the Ajit Pawar-led
NCP for the Nagar Panchayat
and Panchayat Samiti polls,
Pawar said: “I don’t know
about the talks (between
the two factions of the NCP)
taking place in any districts.
We have the decision to the
local leaders”.

In recent weeks, the
Congress has not been vocal
in its views about Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray’s decision to have
a tie-up for the BMC polls
with the MNS led by his
cousin Raj.

The Mallikarjun Kharge-
led party was hinting that it
would take a call after the
Bihar Assembly polls.

After the Bihar polls that
saw Mahaghatbandan -
comprising among others
the RJD, Congress and the left
parties — bag a meagre 35
seats in the 243-member
Assembly, the Congress
chose to announce its deci-
sion to contest the BMC polls
independently.

One of the reasons for the

Congress’ ekla chalo re move
is that it does not
rub R|D leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav the wrong way
especially after the
Mahaghatbandan’s debacle
in the Bihar Assembly polls.

Secondly, the Congress
wants to accommodate its
party leaders and workers
across Mumbai who have
been want to contest the
BMC polls. If the Congress
had entered into a tie-up
with the MVA constituents, it
would have got a small share
of seats and it would not
have been able to accommo-
date all the ticket aspirants
within the party ranks.

With the Congress’ deci-
sion not to be part of the MVA
for the BMC, the MVA com-
prises Shiv Sena (UBT) and
NCP (SP) include smaller con-
stituents like CPI, CPI (M)
and PWP. The Raj Thackeray-
led MNS is a new addition to
the MVA.

It remains to be seen as to
which of the constituents
other than the Shiv Sena
(UBT) and MNS will remain in

the MVA or whether all the
constituents — except the
parties led by Uddhav and
Raj - will contest the BMC
polls alone.

The Shiv Sena, led by
Uddhav Thackeray, was
ruling the BMC for more than
two decades. However, the
political equation has
changed after the split wit-
nessed in the Shiv Sena in
June 2022. There are now
two Sena factions -one led
by Uddhav and the other one
by deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.

It may be recalled that
the BMC polls held in 2017
had thrown up a hung
house. The Shiv Sena had
emerged as the single largest
party with 84 seats in the 227-
member BMC, followed by
BJP- 82, Congress- 31, NCP- 9,
MNS — 7 and others — 14.
During the first two and a
half years in power, the
Shiv Sena increased its
strength to 94, by inducting
among others seven corpo-
rators from the Raj
Thackeray-led MNS.

Congress MLA Satish Krishna charged by ED in <44 crore iron ore scam

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Enforcement Directorate
on Saturday said it has
filed a chargesheet against
Karnataka congress
MLA Satish Krishna Sail
and a company linked to him
in a money laundering
investigation related to alleged
illegal export of iron ore worth
344 crore.

The prosecution complaint
was filed before a designated
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court in
Bengaluru, the federal probe
agency said in a statement.
Sail, the 59-year-old legislator

from the Karwar assembly
seat in Uttara Kannada,
and his company Shree
Mallikarjun Shipping Pvt
Ltd.Have been named as
accused in the chargesheet,
the ED said, adding that the
MLA was its MD. Sail was
arrested by the ED in
September.

The case against him per-
tains to alleged illegal export
of iron ore by the company
allegedly linked to him.

The ED investigation origi-
nated from a 2010 case filed by
the Karnataka Lokayukta,
which discovered that about
8 lakh tonnes of iron ore was
illegally transported from

Bellary to the Belekeri port.
This iron ore was exported
by the accused persons to
buyers in China, in connivance
with Mahesh | Biliye, port con-
servator of the Belekeri port,
the ED claimed to
have found during its
investigation. “The criminal
act of the accused persons
caused a loss of ¥44.09 crore
to the Government
exchequer,” it said. Sail, accord-
ing to the ED, made payments
worth %46.18 crore to
other accused persons
towards the illegal purchase of
the iron ore. This seized iron
ore was exported through
Sail’'s “undisclosed” foreign

v : g
Pﬂi\iil\l\. 49

entity ]I (HEBEI) Iron and Steel
Investment Company Limited,
Hong Kong (formerly known
as Mallikarjun Shipping (HK)
Ltd.), instead of being sent
directly to the ultimate buyers
in China, thereby “concealing
and laundering” the proceeds
of crime, it said.

Sail maintained several
foreign bank accounts through
his foreign entity in Standard
Chartered Bank (Hong Kong)
and in Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China
(Asia) (ICBC Bank), Hong Kong,
the ED probe found. The leg-
islator’s assets worth 221 crore
were also attached by the ED
early this month.

Nowgam tragedy leaves families mourning

MOHIT KANDHARI
M Jammu

For a couple of days,
Nowgam police station,
located on the outskirts of
Srinagar, hogged all the
headlines after the Jammu
and Kashmir police teams
busted a ‘White Collar’ terror
module planning to carry
out a series of blasts.

Late Friday night, the same
police station was almost
wiped off the map after a
powerful blast ripped
through the structure,
leaving behind a trail of
death and destruction.

Minutes before the blast
took place, a team of experts
from the Forensic Science
laboratory under the super-
vision of revenue officials
were found working in the
dead of the night to collect
samples for further forensic
and chemical examinations
of the explosive material
recovered by the police
teams from Faridabad,
Haryana..

Braving winter chill, two
selection-grade constables
from the crime branch (offi-
cial photographers) were
busy recording the proceed-
ings without knowing this
could be their last assign-
ment

In a fraction of a second,
nine families from different
parts of the Kashmir valley
lost their loved ones in the

Relatives of Mohammad Shafi Parray a tailor who was killed in an
accidental explosion which ripped through Nowgam police station on late

Friday night, mourn in Srinagar

PTI

same premises while they
were collecting samples.

According to police, State
Investigation Agency
Inspector Israr Ahmad Shah,
Naib Tehsildar Muzaffar
Ahmed Khan figured in the
list of bravehearts who sac-
rificed their lives in the line
of duty at the Nowgam police
station.

Among the deceased were
Selection Grade Constables
Javaid Mansoor Rather and
Arshid Ahmad Shah (both
Crime Branch photogra-
phers), Selection Grade
Constable Aijaz Afzal Mir and
Constables Mohammad
Amin Mir and Showkat
Ahmad Bhat (all three
working with the Forensic
Science Laboratory).
Mohammad Shafi Parray, a
tailor, and Chowkidar of the

area, Suhail Ahmad Rather
were also killed in the blast.

Israr Ahmed Shah, who
joined the police force in
2011, is survived by a wife,
two young children, and
elderly parents. Hailing from
the Drugmulla area of
Kupwara district, Shah was
known as a soft-spoken
person who focused mainly
on his work, according to his

neighbour Ghulam
Mohammad.
47-year-old tailor

Mohammad Shafi Parray was
called by the police team
inside the Nowgam police
station to assist the police
investigators in collecting
samples of the explosives
seized from a “white collar”
terror module busted recent-
ly. Parray was called for some
packing work at the police

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

The Assam Government is
signing an agreement with
the British Museum on
Sunday for borrowing silk
textile ‘Vrindavani Vastra’,
created by Vaishnava saint
Srimanta Sankardeva in the
16th century, for display in
the state in 2027, said Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. This would be the
first time that a portion of
the textile will be on display
in the State after it was
taken away over at
least a century ago, with
fragments ending up as arte-
facts in museums across the
world, he said.

In a video message on
Facebook before flying to
London from New Delhi,
Sarma said, “Tomorrow, we
have a meeting with the
British Museum. We are

likely to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with them
to bring the Vrindavani
Vastra in 2027.” He said the
JSW group of companies has
been playing the leading
role in facilitating this
“homecoming” of the tapes-
try that displays tales from
Lord Krishna’s life in the
hand-woven silk piece.
“The mother of Sajjan
Jindal (of JSW group) is from
Assam. He has no business
interest in the State. Their
group took the initiative of
putting us in contact with
the British Museum and are
also taking the responsibil-
ity of building a museum of
international standards in
Guwahati to display the
Vrindavani Vastra,” Sarma
said. He said the Indian High
Commissioner to the
UK is involved in the
process and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also

remaining updated.

Sarma said the
Government has already
allotted land in Khanapara
area of Guwahati to |[SW
group for establishing the

station. Parray ate dinner at
home and went back to the
police station to join the
team of officers. He could not
return home. Parray, the
lone bread earner in his
family, left behind his wife
and three unmarried chil-
dren. His neighbours said
when the family inquired
about his whereabouts
immediately after the blast,
police told them the tailor
master had sustained
injuries in the explosion.

However, early Saturday,
police told the family that
Parray had succumbed to
hisinjuries, and asked them
to identify the body.

As Parray’s relatives and
locals submit to fate, they
only have one appeal — the
Government should support
the family, and give a job to
a family member.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha also visited Ujala
Cygnus hospital to meet
those injured in the Nowgam
police station blast. In the
evening, he laid a wreath &
offered solemn tributes to
Police Personnel, Revenue
Officials and a Civilian who
lost their lives in an acciden-
tal blast at Nowgam Police
Station last night. “Nation
will forever remain indebted
to their selfless service &
supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty”, LG Manoj Sinha
said.

museum. The company will
build the museum, but it will
be owned by the State
Government. The new state-
of-the-art museum will facil-
itate the display of more

Congress ignored tribal
community’s struggle: PM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ahemdabad

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
tribal community’s contri-
bution to the country’s
freedom struggle was sig-
nificant, but the Congress
did not acknowledge the
same and neglected
the community during its
60-year rule.

The contribution of tribal
freedom fighters was
ignored so that the credit
could be given to a “few
families”, he said, speaking
at a large gathering at
Dediapada town in
Gujarat’s Narmada district
to mark the birth anniver-
sary of tribal icon Bhagwan
Birsa Munda on Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas.

Before his speech,
the prime minister
inaugurated or laid the
foundation stone of infra-
structure and development
projects costing more than
39,700 crore.

“Whenever the nation’s
honor, self-respect and
freedom were concerned,
our tribal community stood
at the forefront. Our
freedom struggle is the
greatest example of this.
Numerous freedom fighters
emerged from the tribal

such rare artefacts borrowed
from museums across the
world, he added.

“The Vrindavani Vastra
will be displayed in
Guwahati and we will also
try to display it in other
cities of India so that more
people become aware of it,”
the Chief Minister said.

The piece of textile was
routed out of Assam through
Tibet, with major fragments
of it ending up in display in
London and Paris museums,
with some parts also in
Boston and Los Angeles
museums, Sarma said. Chief
Minister said that it will be
the first time that
the Vrindavani Vastra will
be brought to Assam in at
least over a century, with
many generations of
Assamese people missing
on the opportunity to view
it first-hand.

Later, in an X post, he

community and they
carried forward the torch of
freedom,” Modi said.

Citing the tribal freedom
fighters such as Govind
Guru, Rupsingh Nayak and
Motilal Tejawat from
Gujarat, the PM said count-
less chapters of the
freedom struggle are filled
with examples of manifes-
tation of tribal pride and
bravery. The tribal com-
munity shed its blood for
freedom, but its contribu-
tion was “ignored” so that
the credit could be given to
a “few families”, Modi
claimed. “We cannot
forget the contribution
of tribal communities in
the freedom movement,
and this work (of
recognising the same)
should have been done
after Independence. Butin
the pursuit of giving credit
for independence to a
few families, the sacrifices
of my tribal brothers
and sisters were ignored,”
he said.

Due to this attitude, no
one remembered Bhagwan
Birsa Munda before 2014,
Modi added. Family
members of Birsa Munda
were with him on stage,
and he was the first prime
minister to visit Munda’s
house, he informed.

Pact with British Museum to borrow Vrlndavanl Vastra: Himanta

said, “Vrindavani Vastra is a
timeless masterpiece, woven
with devotion and the spirit
of Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardev, a sacred textile
that brings Vaishnava
culture alive through its
divine craftsmanship. Our
Government has begun the
process to bring this his-
toric treasure back to Assam,
where it truly belongs.”
The Vrindavani Vastra was
created under the guidance
of Srimanta Sankardeva,
depicting scenes from the
life of Lord Krishna, at the
request of Koch king Nara
Narayan and also has a part
of a poem written by him.
The exhibit, acquired in
1904 from Tibet by the British
Museum, is nine-and-half-
metres-long and is made up
of several pieces of silk
drapes and originally fea-
tured 15 separate pieces that
were later assembled.
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Bokakhat District Sports Association, led by Assam Minister Atul
Bora and other DSA officials warmly felicitated BCCI Secretary
Devaijit Saikia during his visit to Bokakhat Stadium

Minster Jayanta Mallabaruah speaking at the “Janajatiya Gaurav
Varsh Pakhwada” organised as part of the 150th birth anniversary of
the great tribal leader and freedom fighter Birsa Munda in Khatikuchi
Durga Mandir Premises, Nalbari, Assam

Sikkik CM Prem Smgh Tamang and Arunachal Pradesh CM
PemaKhandu sharing a warm moment, symbolsing the strong
bond of friendship and cooperation between Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh. The visit follows CM Tamang's recent health concerns
and CM Khandu'’s thoughtful gesture speaks volumes about

their friendship

Exercise POORVI
PRACHAND PRAHAR

-

e

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

Exercise Poorvi Prachand
Prahar showcases the seam-
less integration of the Indian
Army with the Indian Air
Force, Indian Navy and ITBP
to conduct high-altitude, all-
terrain operations in the
Eastern theatre. The exer-
cise validates joint prepared-
ness, coordinated manoeu-
vres and the ability of the
Armed Forces to operate asa
unified combat team in
complex and dynamic oper-
ational environments.

Elite units including Special
Forces, MARCOS, Garud,
Bhairav Battalion and

Arunachal Scouts played a
pivotal role as force multipli-
ers, extending the reach,
precision and impact of
ground operations.

Cutting-edge technologies
such as night-enabled, all-
weather FPVs, swarm drones
and advanced unmanned
aerial systems operating
across the electromagnetic
spectrum delivered real-time
surveillance, precision tar-
geting and synchronised fires.

These capabilities were
integrated with manoeuvre
elements, Attack Helicopters
and the composite DIVYAS-
TRA Battery to enhance bat-
tlefield effects.

The exercise demonstrates

a fully synchronised, technol-
ogy-driven defensive battle,
highlighting rapid mobilisa-
tion, tri-service interoperabil-
ity and multi-domain coordi-
nation. It reflects the Armed

Forces’ high level of opera-
tional readiness, adaptabili-
ty to emerging threats and
commitment to remaining
future-ready along the
Northern borders.

President of India, Droupadl Murmu; Vice President of India and Chairman of the Ra]ya Sabha, CP Radhakrishnan; Lok Sabha Speaker Om Blrla and other
dignitaries after paying floral tributes to Bhagwan Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary, Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas, at Prerna Sthal in the Parliament premises

on 15 November 2025

) JITF INFRALOGISTICS LIMITED
(ﬁ CIN - L60231CT2008PLC016434
Regd. Office: A-11 (7), Udya Society, Sector-3, Tatibandh, Dharsiwa, Raipur- 492099, Chattisgarh
oAt Corp. Office: Jindal ITF centre, 28, Shivaji Marg, New Delhi- 110015
EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2025
(¥ Lacs)
Standalone Consolidated
Nsc; Particulars Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year ended Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year ended
30.09.2025 | 30.06.2025 | 30.09.2024 | 30.09.2025 | 30.09.2024 | 31.03.2025 | 30.09.2025| 30.06.2025| 30.09.2024 | 30.09.2025 | 30.09.2024 | 31.03.2025
Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
1 | Total Income from operations 80.11 8207 113.43 162.18 197.20 360.82 | 54,834.22 | 55,963.63 | 49,138.41|110,797.85 | 96.411.97 |230,925.95
2 | Net Profit/{loss) before tax and share of profit/(loss)
of joint venture and exceptional items 4.07 9.86 16.78 13.93 2340 3219 48.76 | 143339 | (1926.98)| 148215 | (813.22) 1,796.11
3 | Net Profit/(loss) before tax and after share of profit/{loss)
of joint venture and exceptional items 407 9.86 16.78 13.93 2340 3219 50.83 | 142034 | (1919.79)| 148017 | (B02.88) | 2,047.68
4 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after Tax (after Exceptional items) 3.04 7.38 12.88 10.42 17.84 2847 | (1,598.77) | (470.85) | (2,574.83)| (2,069.62) | (2,611.62) | (2.442.99)
5 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after Tax
(after E | items) (Di tinued operation) - 13,905.47 16,254.19 | 16,920.91
6 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period/year [Gomprfsung
Profitf{Loss) for the period/year (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive income (after tax)] 3.04 7.38 13.12 10.42 18.32 1343 | (1,631.82) | (485.59) | 11,741.75| (2,117.41) | 14,143.07 | 14,524.12
7 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07 514.07
8 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as at Balance Sheet date - 31,541.82 - (51,592.37)
9 | Eamings Per Share (of ¥ 2/- each) (*Not annualised)
Continuing Operation
(1) Basic (%) 0.012* 0.029* 0.05* 0.04* 0.07* 0.1 -6.97" 433" -9.35" -11.3° -12.45 (28.99)
(2) Diluted (T) 0.012* 0.029* 0.05* 0.04* 0.07* 0.1 -6.97" 433" -9.35" -11.3° -12.45 (28.99)
Discontinued Operation
(1) Basic (%) - - 40.57* 4743 49.37
(2) Diluted (T) 40.57* 4743 49.37
Continuing & Di d Op
(1) Basic (%) 0012 0.029* 0.05* 0.04* 0.07" 0.1 -6.97" 433" 2z -11.3° 34.98 20.38
(2) Diluted (T) 0.012* 0.029* 0.05* 0.04* 0.07* 0.1 -6.97" 433" na -11.3° 34.98 20.38
Note:
The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone and Consolidated financial results for the quarter and half year ended on 30th September 2025 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and Consolidated results for the quarter and half year ended on 30th Seplember 2025 are available on the websites of stock exchanges
(www.nseindia.com/www.bseindia.com) and on the Company's website (www.jindalinfralogistics.com).
On behalf of Board of Director of JITF Infralogistics Limited
Sd-
Amarendra Kumar Sinha
Place : New Delhi ; ! Whole Time Director
Date : November 14,2025 Scan OR code to view Results DIN : 08190565

Goa pavilion
maugurated at lITF

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Panaji

Goa Pavilion at the much-
awaited 44th India
International Trade Fair, an
initiative of India Trade
Promotion Organisation
(Government of India

Enterprise), based on
the theme “Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat” a

mega event was inaugurat-
ed by Dipak Bandekar,
Director of Information and
Publicity at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi today.

Assistant Information
Officer, DIP, Shanto Naik;
Information Assistant,
Siddhesh Samant;
Investment Relations Officer,
IPB, Vishant Pilarnkar; Nodal
Officer, GI, Deepak Parab
and officials of other partic-
ipanting Departments were
amongst those present on
the occasion. A brochure
titled Atmanirbhar Bharat
Swayampurna Goa was also
released at the hands of
Bandekar on the occasion.

IITF is the largest inte-
grated trade fair which has
awide spectrum of Business,
Social, Cultural and
Educational Dimensions
that are weaved together
where visitors and
exhibitors, media persons,
marketing professional,
social activists, NGOs etc.
visit to source their needs
and objectives. Government
Organisations use this plat-
form to spread awareness
about their programmes
and policies among the
public. Goa Pavillion is set up
on a space admeasuring
200 Sq. mts. earmarked by
ITPO in Hall Number 3 (New
Hall) designed in line with
this year theme with
emphasis on projecting rich
Goan Cuisine with courte-
ous hospitality of Goan
people and Goa’s develop-
mental achievements
through Audio Visuals,
Small Hoardings and
Photographic display.

A lively celebration of
Goa’s rich cultural legacy will
take place during IITF 2025
in the Goa Pavilion. The
pavilion aims to provide
visitors with an immersive
experience, showcases
Goa’s cultural heritage and
local handicrafts.

The pavilion offers a taste
of Goa’s renowned cuisine,

along with regional special-
ties and flavors that perfect-
ly encapsulate Goan culinary
traditions, in addition to the
cultural exhibits. The Goa
Pavilion welcomes every-
one to discover and savour
Goa’s rich, diverse heritage
in one unforgettable loca-
tion, complete with tradi-
tional crafts and delectable
cuisine by live serving of
Dodol and Bebinca.

The Department of the
Information and Publicity
which is the Nodal Agency of
the State Government to
effectively disseminate infor-
mation on varied aspects
through different modes of
communication is the Nodal
Department for the partici-
pation of Goa in this annual
Mega Trade Fair wherein
apart from different
States and Union Territories
of the country; countries
from across the globe
have participated in
the International Fair
showcasing their progress
and development. The
Department of Tourism,
GTDC, Department of
Handicrafts, Textile and
Coir, Goa Investment
Promotion Facilitation
Board; Goa State Biodiversity
Board; Goa  Waste
Management Corporation
and Department Of Science,
Technology and Waste
Management have also par-
ticipated in the fair with
effective display of their
schemes and products.

Goan artisans engaged
through the Department of
Handicrafts, Textile and Coir
have set up their stall and
will sell their traditional
Goan products/ltems at
Goa Pavilion.

Stress has been laid to
promote only traditional
Goan Products at the Goan
Stall before the conclusion of
14 days trade fair on
November 27,2025. The Goa
Pavilion also provides a
platform to have direct
interaction between pro-
ducers and potential buyers
and consumers.

Also koku a drink from
kokum (garcinia indica) an
refreshing time tested
beverage brought from
heritage of western ghats
of India which will rejuve-
nate as coolant, antioxidant,
digestive and much more
was launched.

ULCCS, a Kerala co-operative, finds a place
in World Cooperative Cultural Heritage Sites

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Uralungal Labour Contract
Co-operative Society (ULCCS)
Ltd, a century old labour co-
operative in Kerala, India,
has been announced as a
‘Global Cooperative Cultural
Heritage Site’ by International
Co-operative Alliance. It
was announced in a
ceremony in the Itamaraty
Palace in Brasilia, headquar-
ters of Brazil’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and an
architectural masterpiece by
Oscar Niemeyer.

The ULCCS, along with the
DrVerghese Kurien Museum
of Amul in Anand, Gujarat, is
included as one among the 31
sites of global significance to
the cooperative movement,
of which 7 are from Asia. ICA
officially launched the
Cooperative Cultural Heritage
Platform along with the first
World Map of cooperative
cultural heritage sites illus-
trating how cooperation has
shaped culture, education
and livelihoods across
generations. The new plat-
form is an initiative in safe-
guarding and celebrating the
cooperative movement’s
living cultural legacy.

ULCCS is a 100-year-old

[

infrastructure developers and
one of the best diversified

primary cooperatives
in the world hailing from a
rural pocket in Malabar
region of Kerala that has
proven its mettle by estab-
lishing a niche of its own in
the infrastructure develop-
ment in Kerala. It provides
direct jobs to over 18,000
people with an annual
turnover of 32334 crores.

It was ranked as the
world’s second largest co-
operative, under the catego-
ry of Industry and Utilities
cooperatives, for 3 years con-
secutively by the World
Cooperative Monitor (WCM).
ULCCS is the first primary

cooperative from India
having a permanent mem-
bership of ICA. ULCCS has
diversified into UL Cyberpark
—the only IT Park in the word
owned by common labour-
ers, UL Technology Solutions,
Sargaalaya and Kerala
Arts and Crafts Villages,
USphere - the futuristic
construction wing, UL
Housing, MatterLab - the
largest and modern material
testing lab in South India,
ULCCS Charitable and Welfare
Foundation and a consulta-
tion firm UL Insight. It
also runs the Indian Institute
of Infrastructure and
Construction under the
Government of Kerala.
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| USA |
Trump to meet
Saudi prince

It's not an official state
visit, but the White House
is preparing to host Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman next week
with the pomp and
circumstance that is
typical of one. The crown
prince's day at the White
House next Tuesday will
begin with an arrival
ceremony on the
sweeping South Lawn and
a subsequent greeting on
the South Portico,
according to a senior
White House official. Then
Trump will host him in the
Oval Office for a bilateral
meeting, followed by a
signing and lunch in the
Cabinet Room where the
US and Saudi Arabia will
formalise multiple
economic and defence
agreements, said the
official, granted
anonymity to discuss the
administration's
planning. Later in the
evening, the White House
will hold an East Room
dinner hosted and
planned by first lady
Melania Trump.

Tehran confirms
tanker seizure

Iran on Saturday
confirmed seizure of a
Marshall Islands-flagged
oil tanker as it travelled
through the narrow Strait
of Hormuz over violations
including carrying an
illegal consignment, State
media reported. A report
by the official Irna news
agency carried a
statement by the
Revolutionary Guard that
said the tanker was taken
to Iranian waters. It did
not elaborate on the
“illegal consignment," the
crew or say where the ship
was now heading. It said
the seizure came
following a court order
and the operation was
aimed at “protecting Iran's
national interests.” It
identified the oil tanker as
the Talara and said it was
carrying 30,000 tons of
petrochemical products.
Tehran has been
increasingly warning it
could strike back after a
12-day war with Israel in
June that saw the US
strike nuclear sites.

US urges UN to appro

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W United Nations

The United States stepped up
calls for UN Consensus on its
plan for Gaza as Russia circu-
lated a rival proposal that
would strip out reference to
a transitional authority
meant to be headed by
President Donald Trump and
asks the United Nations to
lay out options for an inter-
national stabilization force.

The United States and
eight countries that have
played a role in reaching
the fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas after more
than two years of war in
Gaza urged “swift adoption”
of the latest US Draft resolu-
tion by the 15-member UN
Security Council. Just one of
the eight is on the
council — Pakistan.

The joint statement with
Qatar, Egypt, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Jordan
and Turkey came after the
US Faced objections this
week and made changes
to its UN Proposal to include
more defined language on
Palestinian self-determina-
tion, according to a UN
Diplomat briefed on the
matter who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
the negotiations.

The latest US Draft and
the Russian proposal are
both expected to be put up
for a vote early next week,
the diplomat said, adding
that the American plan
could garner the nine votes
needed to pass, with Russia
and China likely abstaining
instead of using their vetoes.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said Trump’s
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ceasefire plan “is the best
path to peace in the Middle
East” and said the US
Resolution will enable the
effort to move forward.

The US Resolution endors-
es Trump’s 20-point cease-
fire plan, which calls for a
yet-to-be-established Board
of Peace as a transitional
authority that he would
head. It also would autho-
rise an international stabi-
lization force in Gaza with a
wide mandate, including
overseeing the borders, pro-
viding security and demili-
tarizing the territory.

Arab and other countries
that have expressed interest
in participating in the stabi-
lization force have indicat-
ed that such a mandate is
necessary for them to con-
tribute troops. After facing
objections from some UN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Port-au-prince

Police in Haiti clashed with
gangs on Thursday night in
an operation that killed
seven gang members and
led police to destroy a heli-
copter after a forced landing,
authorities said.

In an operation in the
Croix des Bouquets area on
the outskirts of capital Port-
au-Prince, a helicopter had
a “suspected malfunction”
and had to make an emer-
gency landing, according to
a statement from Haitian
National Police (PNH) pub-
lished on Facebook. The
officers are safe but torched
the helicopter so gangs

Security Council members
that the resolution didn’t
envision a future indepen-
dent Palestinian state, the
US Made revisions.

It now says that after
reforms to the Palestinian
Authority are “faithfully
carried out and Gaza rede-
velopment has advanced,
the conditions may be in
place for a credible pathway
to Palestinian self-determi-
nation and statehood.”

Russia’s rival draft resolu-
tion, obtained Friday by The
Associated Press, includes
stronger language support-
ing Palestinian statehood
alongside Israel and
stressing that the West Bank
and Gaza must be joined
as a state under the
Palestinian Authority.

Russia’s UN Mission said
in a statement that it took

SR
=i

the step because the UN
Security Council, which is
responsible for maintain-
ing international peace and
security, “should be given a
rightful role and the neces-
sary tools to ensure
accountability and control.”

Russia said council reso-
lutions also are supposed to
reaffirm fundamental deci-
sions, “first and foremost
the two-state solution for
the Israeli-Palestinian settle-
ment.” Russia said those
provisions were not in the
US Draft, so it circulated its
own text whose objective is
“to amend the US Concept
and bring it into conformi-
ty” with previous council
decisions.

“We would like to stress
that our document does
not contradict the American
initiative,” the Russian

could not recover it for their
use, the police said.

Earlier Friday, social
media videos showed gang
members celebrating
next to the wreckage
of the helicopter.

Seven gang members
were Kkilled, according to
PNH Spokesman Garry
Desrosiers. Police also
recovered a Barrett semi-
automatic anti-materiel rifle
that was used in the shoot
out, which is a “high capac-
ity” weapon that is “often
used to terrorize the civilian
population,” police said.
The Croix des Bouquets area
is controlled by the Viv
Ansanm, which means
“Living Together,” a power-

e Gaza plan
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mission said. “On the con-
trary, it notes the tireless
efforts by the mediators -
the
Qatar, Egypt, and Turkey —
without which the long-
awaited ceasefire and the
release of hostages and
detainees would have
been impossible.”

comes provisions of Trump’s
plan that brought about the
ceasefire,
hostages and detainees,
exchange of bodies and
resumption of humanitari-
an access and aid deliveries.

Mission to the United
Nations warned in a state-
ment that “attempts to sow
discord” have “grave,
tangible and entirely avoid-
able consequences for
Palestinians in Gaza.
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Haitian police kill 7 in gang shootout, destroy helicopter

ful gang coalition that has
been designated by the
United States as a foreign
terrorist organisation.

expanded their control in
Haiti in recent years and
now
cent of the capital. Gang vio-
lence has also displaced a
record 1.4 million people,
according to the UN
International Organization
for Migration.

mission led by Kenyan
police to combat gangs in
Haiti, but the mission
has been mired with criti-
cism, including that it has
been
and underfunded.

ik

US to probe Epstein’s

United States,

Russia said it also wel-

release of

On Thursday, the US

Criminal groups have

control 90 per

The UN Has backed a

understaffed

ties to Clinton: Bondi

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W New York

Acceding to President Donald
Trump’s demands, US Attorney
General Pam Bondi said on
Friday that she has ordered a
top federal prosecutor to inves-
tigate sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein’s ties to Trump politi-
cal foes, including former
President Bill Clinton.

Bondi posted on X that she
was assigning Manhattan US
Attorney Jay Clayton to lead
the probe, capping an event-
ful week in which congression-
al Republicans released nearly
23,000 pages of documents
from Epstein’s estate and
House Democrats seized on
emails mentioning Trump.

Trump, who was friends
with Epstein for years, didn’t
explain what supposed crimes
he wanted the Justice
Department to investigate.

None of the men he men-
tioned in a social media post
demanding the probe has
been accused of sexual mis-
conduct by any of
Epstein’s victims.

Hours before Bondi’s
announcement, Trump posted
on his Truth Social platform
that he would ask her, the
Justice Department and the FBI
to investigate Epstein’s
“involvement and relation-
ship” with Clinton and
others, including former
Treasury Secretary Larry
Summers and LinkedIn
founder and Democratic
donor Reid Hoffman.

Trump, calling the matter
“the Epstein Hoax, involving
Democrats, not Republicans,”
said the investigation should
also include financial giant
JPMorgan Chase, which provid-
ed banking services to Epstein,
and “many other people
and institutions.”

“This is another Russia,
Russia, Russia Scam, with all
arrows pointing to the
Democrats,” the Republican
president wrote, referring to
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Lahore High Court judge resigns protesting
constitutional amendment in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lahore

Judicial crisis in Pakistan
deepened on Saturday with
aseniorjudge of Lahore High
Court following suit of two
Supreme Court judges who
resigned protesting the
“assault on the constitution
and judiciary” through a new
constitutional amendment.
Under the amended legis-
lation, a Federal
Constitutional Court (FCC)
was set up to deal with
matters related to the
Constitution, while the exist-
ing Supreme Court would
deal only with traditional
civil and criminal cases.
The 27th Constitutional
Amendment will also allow
Army Chief General Asim
Munir to stay in office till 2030
as Chief of Defense Forces
(CDF). Lahore High Court
(LHC) Justice Shams

Mehmood Mirza tendered
his resignation becoming the
first judge to resign from any
high court after the con-
tentious amendment was
enacted into law.

Justice Mirza was due to
superannuate on March 6,
2028. He is the brother-in-law
of former Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Secretary

General Advocate Salman
Akram Raja. On Thursday,
Supreme Court senior judges
- Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice Athar
Minallah - hung up their robes
hours after President Asif Ali
Zarddari approved the 27th
Amendment, describing the
step as an affront to the judi-
ciary and the 1973
Constitution. Justice Mansoor

Ali Shah described the
amendment as a “grave
assault on the Constitution”
and said the 27th
Amendment dismantled the
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
subjugated the judiciary to
executive control and struck
at the very heart of our con-
stitutional democracy.

Under the 27th amend-
ment, the Federal
Constitutional Court (FCC)
has been established. The
resigning judges are of the
view that the FCC has
dethroned the Supreme
Court as the country’s highest
judicial forum.

The FCC will now deal with
crucial constitutional matters
and its decisions will be
binding on all courts, includ-
ing the Supreme Courtitself.
Under the new Article 189, the
Supreme Court would be
downgraded to the apex
court for civil.

special counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation of
alleged Russian interference
in Trump’s 2016 election
victory over Bill Clinton’s wife,
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton.

Trump, Bill Clinton,
Summers and Hoffman were
all mentioned in the docu-
ments released this week —a
collection of emails Epstein
exchanged with friends and
business associates, news arti-
cles, book excerpts, legal
papers and other material.

Epstein kept in touch with
Summers and Hoffman via
email, according to the docu-
ments, and wrote to other
people about Trump and
Clinton being in his company
atvarious times over the years
- though nothing in the mes-
sages suggested any wrongdo-
ing on the men’s part.

Clinton has acknowledged
traveling on Epstein’s private
jet but has said through a
spokesperson that he had no
knowledge of the late
financier’s crimes. Neither
Clinton nor Trump have been
accused of wrongdoing by
any of the women who say
Epstein abused them.
Summers, who served in
Clinton’s cabinet and is a
former Harvard University
president, previously said ina
statement that he has “great
regrets in my life” and that “my
association with Epstein was
a major error of judgement.”

Message seeking comment
were left for Hoffman through
his investment firm, Greylock,
and with a spokesperson for
JPMorgan Chase. After Epstein’s
sex trafficking arrest in 2019,
Hoffman said he’d only had a
few interactions with Epstein,
all related to his fundraising for
MIT’s Media Lab. He neverthe-
less apologized, saying that “by
agreeing to participate in any
fundraising activity where
Epstein was present, I helped
to repair his reputation and
perpetuate injustice.”

Trump takes credit for halting Cambodia-Thailand clashes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

President Donald Trump said
on Friday that he had suc-
cessfully eased hostilities
between Cambodia and
Thailand, saying that he had
been able to preserve a pre-
vious, US-brokered cease-
fire that had appeared to be
breaking down.

“l stopped a war just
today,” Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One as he
flew to his Mar-a-Lago estate
in Florida for the weekend.

He said his actions were
made possible by his willing-
ness to impose steep tariffs
on countries around the
world, which he has argued
gives the US great leverage
on trade and diplomatic
leverage. The president said
he’d spoken to the Prime
Ministers of both countries
by phone and now, “They’re
doing great. They were not
doing great.” He said the
conversations left him

President Donald Trump speaking to reporters on Air Force One AP

believing, “I think they're
going to be fine.”
Territorial disputes over
exactly where the border
lies between the Southeast
Asian neighbors led to five
days of armed conflictin late
July that killed dozens of
soldiers and civilians.
Trump threatened to with-
hold trade privileges from
the two countries unless
they stopped fighting,
helping to broker a tempo-
rary halt to the conflict. The
pact was then reaffirmed in
greater detail last month,

when Trump attended an
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations summit
meeting in Malaysia.

The ceasefire seemed on
the verge of falling apart
this week, however, when
Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet said a villager
was killed after shooting
broke out along his country’s
border with Thailand.

Manet said one civilian
was killed and three others
wounded when Thai troops
opened fire on civilians resid-
ing in the area of Prey Chan
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Japan protests China’s travel
advisory over Taiwan remarks

Rocket attack in Syria’s

Capital wounds one
ASSOCIATED PRESS M Damascus

Rockets were fired at a home in Syria’s Capital on Friday
night, wounding one person and causing damage. It wasn't
immediately clear who was behind the rocket attack in
Damascus’ western neighborhood of Mazzeh 86. State
television reported that one woman was wounded in the
blast, which was caused by an attack by “unknown
assailants,” adding that security forces were investigating.
State news agency SANA said that one woman was wounded
in the on Friday night explosion and that the blast was
caused by rockets that were fired from a mobile launcher.
Explosions aren't uncommon in the Syrian Capital, but have
decreased in recent months. Since the fall of President Bashar
Assad's Government in December last year by insurgents who
took over his seat of power in the Capital.

in Cambodia’s northwest-
ern province of Banteay
Meanchey. The same village
was the site of a violent but
not lethal confrontation in
September between Thai
security personnel and
Cambodian villagers.

The Thai military said that
the latest incident began
when Cambodian soldiers
allegedly fired into a dis-
trict in Thailand’s eastern
province of Sa Kaeo. No Thai
casualties were reported.

Thailand and Cambodia
have a history of enmity
going back centuries, when
they were warring empires.
Their competing territorial
claims stem largely from a
1907 map drawn when
Cambodia was under French
colonial rule, which Thailand
has argued is inaccurate.

The ceasefire does not
spell out a path to resolve
the underlying basis of the
dispute, the longstanding
differences over where the
border should run.

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Beijing

Japan raised objections on Saturday after China advised its
citizens to avoid visiting Japan, as a feud over the new
Japanese leader’s remarks on Taiwan showed no signs of
dying down. The Government in Tokyo lodged a protest and
its top spokesperson, Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara,
urged China to take "appropriate measures,” Japan's Kyodo
News Service reported. China advised its citizens on friday to
refrain from travelling to Japan in the near future. It cited
earlier attacks against Chinese in Japan and what it called
PMSanae Takaichi's “erroneous remarks” on Taiwan, which it
said undermined the atmosphere for China-Japan exchange.
Kihara told reporters that it is precisely because of the
differences between the two Governments that multilayered
communication is essential, a Kyodo report said.
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Jaishankar chairs conference of Indian envoys

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar reviewed bilat-
eral ties between
Washington and New Delhi
and support for diaspora
activities at a conference of
India’s Consuls General in the
US convened.

“Reviewed our bilateral
ties and support for diaspo-
ra activities. Appreciate the
commitment and efforts of
our Embassy & Consulates to
strengthening the India-US
partnership,” Jaishankar said
in a post on social media.

Jaishankar “chaired the
Consul Generals Conference”
held Friday at the Consulate
General of India in New York
that was attended by Indian
Ambassador to the US Vinay
Kwatra, Deputy Chief of
Mission in the Indian
Embassy in Washington DC
Namgya Khampa as well as
all the envoys heading the
Indian Consulates in Atlanta,
Boston, Chicago, Houston,
Los Angeles, New York, San
Francisco and Seattle.

The Indian Consulate in
New York, led by Consul
General Binaya Pradhan, said
in a post on X that it was
“honoured” to welcome
Jaishankar at the Consulate
premises. “His vision, guid-

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a Consul Generals Conference in New York

AP

ance & leadership strength-
en our commitment to work
for the India-USA partner-
ship,” the Consulate said.

A day earlier, Jaishankar
had met United Nations
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres in the UN
Headquarters. Jaishankar
was accompanied by India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador P
Harish, Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Yojna Patel and
officials from the Permanent
Mission of India to the UN.

“Good to meet with UNSG
@antonioguterres in New
York today. Valued his
assessment of the current
global order and its implica-
tions for multilateralism.
Also appreciated his per-
spectives on various region-
al hotspots,” Jaishankar had
said in a post on social
media Thursday.

Jaishankar said he
thanked Guterres “for clear
and consistent support for
India’s growth and develop-
ment” and he looks forward
to welcoming the UN Chief
in India.Jaishankar was in
Canada for the G7 Foreign
Ministers Meeting where he
had met US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and held
bilateral meetings with
other global counterparts.

M23 rebels,
backed by
Rwanda, sign
Congo peace

framework
ASSOCIATED PRESS W Goma

Congo and Rwanda-backed
rebel group M23 on Saturday
signed a framework agree-
ment for a peace deal to end
decades-long fighting in
eastern Congo, but tensions
between the two sides remain.
The agreement, which was
signed in Doha after mediation
by Qatar, is not yet a final
peace deal, but rather a frame-
work outlining the protocols
and timeline for future discus-
sions, the head of the M23 del-
egation, Benjamin Mbonimpa,
said in a video posted on X.

Mbonimpa said the frame-
work agreement includes
eight protocols that address
the root causes’ of the conflict
and that will be discussed in
the coming weeks. He did not
give further details.

“There will be neither any
change in the situation on
the ground nor any activity
whatsoever until the protocols
are debated, negotiated and
discussed one by one and a
final peace agreement is
reached,” the head of M23’s
delegation said.

Akey objective of the frame-
work agreement is the joint
management of the rebel-
held areas by the Congolese
Government and M23, a
spokesperson for the rebels,
Lawrence Kanyuka, told.

Backed by neighbouring
Rwanda, M23 is the most
prominent of more than 100
armed groups fighting for
control in Congo.

The UN has called the con-
flict “one of the most pro-
tracted, complex, serious
humanitarian crises on Earth.”
In a major escalation of the
decade-long conflict, earlier
this year the rebels seized
Goma and Bukavu, two key
cities in eastern Congo.

Qatar has hosted multiple
rounds of talks since
April between the Congolese
Government and the rebels,
mainly to set preconditions
for a peace deal and agree
on confidence-building steps,
but both sides still accuse
each other of dragging out
the conflict.

India urges UNSC to adopt greater transparency

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M United Nations

India has called for “greater
transparency” in the func-
tioning of the subsidiary
organs of the UN Security
Council, citing the “obscure”
manner in which requests to
designate entities and indi-
viduals are rejected.

Addressing the UNSC
open debate on Working
Methods on Friday, India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish said
that the Security Council is
central in the UN architec-
ture as the principal organ
that is primarily tasked with
the responsibility of mainte-
nance of international peace
and security.

“As a UN organ whose
sphere of functions covers a
range of areas, but member-
ship limited to only 15
members, working methods
of the Security Council are
critical to its credibility, effi-
cacy, efficiency and trans-
parency. This gains particu-
lar salience in a world beset

UN Ambassador Parvathaneni Harish

with multiple crises and
facing numerous chal-
lenges,” Harish added.

He underscored the need
for greater transparency in
the functioning of the sub-
sidiary organs.

“A case in point is the
manner in which listing
requests are rejected. Unlike
de-listing decisions, these
are done in a rather obscure
manner, with member
states that are not on the
Council not being privy to
details,” he said.

Harish also pointed out
that chairs and pen-holder-
ships of the Council’s com-

mittees and subsidiary
organs are privileges that
come with major responsi-
bilities. “Discussions in the
Council on distribution of
Chairs and pen-holderships
must prevent Council
members with vested inter-
ests from being accorded
these privileges. Obvious
and outright conflicts of
interest can have no place in
the Council,” he said.
Calling for reform of the
powerful 15-nation UN
organ, Harish said “the
overall endeavour needs to
be on redesigning the eight-
decade-old architecture to

make the United Nations
Security Council fit-for-
purpose, equipped to meet
the ongoing and future chal-
lenges and discharge its
functions purposefully.”

He stressed the expan-
sion in both permanent and
non-permanent categories
of the Council membership
with adequate representa-
tion for under-represented
and non-represented geo-
graphies, through text-based
negotiations in a time-
bound manner. India also
called for greater coordina-
tion of the Council with
other UN organs, particular-
ly the General Assembly.

“A useful tool in this
regard is the discussion of
the annual United Nations
Security Council report in
GA. However, this must not
be treated as a mere proce-
dural exercise. The report
must be more than a record
of the Council proceedings
and meetings during the
year,” he said.

Matters on which the
Council is seized are also to
be reviewed from time to

time based on their rele-
vance and utility, he said.
India reiterated its call to
make the annual United
Nations Security Council
report analytical in nature.

On peacekeeping, Harish
said that as the largest
cumulative troop contribu-
tor, India stresses the need
for factoring in the inputs of
the Troop Contributing
Countries and Police
Contributing Countries for
better implementation of
peacekeeping mandates.

“Continuation of man-
dates that have outlived
their utility for narrow polit-
ical interests of certain states
must not be allowed.

This continued existence
in a resource-constrained
scenario is a drain on the UN
and member States,” he
said. At a time when
member States are striving
for greater streamlining and
better rationalisation under
the UN 80 framework,
Harish urged the Council to
undertake necessary mea-
sures on this front to bring
about sunset clauses.

Sri Lanka forms panel to
review poll framework

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Colombo

a mixed system. A decision
has to be taken and

A parliamentary select
committee will be appointed
to review the legal position on
holding elections for nine
provincial councils, the Sri
Lankan Government
announced on Saturday.

The provincial elections
have not been held since
2018 due to the want of
resolving legal snags since the
attempt to reform the electoral
system. Leader of the House
and senior minister Bimal
Ratnayake told parliament
that the committee would
look at ways to hold the
election sooner.The
parliament did not appoint
the delimitation committee
needed for reforms - to switch
from the existing system of
proportional representation to

parliament must vote to stay
with the existing system as
desired by most parties.

An elected provincial
council for each of the nine
provinces was introduced as a
result of direct intervention by
the then Indian Government
under Rajiv Gandhi to broker a
settlement to the Tamil
minority demand for political
autonomy. The 1987 Indo-
Lanka Accord prescribed the
system of political power to
the provinces with a merged
council for the north and
east provinces - the areas of
Tamil inhabitation.

India, in recent months, has
publicly called for an early
conduct of the election. The
last elections for the provinces
were conducted in 2013
and 2014.

Pakistan interior minister

visits Wana Ca

det College

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Peshawar

Naqvi said that terrorism in
Pakistan is being “orchestrated

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Saturday
visited Wana Cadet College,
which was hit by a suicide
bombing earlier this week that
injured six people. The
minister received a detailed
briefing from tribal elders
about the attack, which took
place on Monday in the restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province's South Waziristan
district, bordering Afghanistan.

from abroad”, and no one will
be allowed to disturb the
country’s peace. He had earlier
said that the attackers were
from Afghanistan. The minister
said that the terrorists who
targeted the Cadet College had
no religion, and attacking
children is against every
principle of humanity.

Six people were injured after
the suicide bomber detonated
explosives at the main gate of
the college.

Trump to proceed with legal action
against BBC despite apology

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

US President Donald Trump
has declared that he intends
to proceed with legal action
against the BBC despite the
British public service broad-
caster apologising to him for
the way his speech was
edited for one of its news
documentaries aired last
year. “We’ll sue them. We’ll
sue them for anywhere
between a billion and 5
billion dollars, probably
sometime next week,”
Trump told reporters on Air
Force One overnight on
Saturday. “We have to do it,
they’ve even admitted that
they cheated. Not that they
couldn’t have not done that.
They cheated. They changed
the words coming out of my
mouth,” he said.

The row follows an
intense period for the British
Broadcasting Corporation

&

“We’ll sue them. We'll sue them for
anywhere between a billion and 5 billion

dollars, probably sometime next week

(BBC), resulting in the resig-
nation of top officials and an
apology for an “error of
judgment” from its Indian-
origin chair, Samir Shah.
On Thursday, the BBC said
the edit of Trump’s January
6,2021, speech had uninten-
tionally given “the mistaken
impression that President
Trump had made a direct
call for violent action” and
said it would not be broad-
cast again. Trump had
threatened to sue the broad-
caster for $1 billion in
damages unless the corpo-
ration issued a retraction,
apology and paid him com-
pensation. Over 50 minutes
later in the speech, he said:
“And we fight. We fight like
hell.” However, the pro-

— DONALD TRUMP, US PRESIDENT

gramme showed him
saying: “We’re going to walk
down to the Capitol. And I'll
be there with you. And we
fight. We fight like hell.”
Controversy around how
Trump’s speech was edited
has led to the resignations
of BBC director general Tim
Davie and head of news
Deborah Turness.

“We accept that our edit
unintentionally created the
impression that we were
showing a single continuous
section of the speech, rather
than excerpts from
different points in the
speech and that this gave
the mistaken impression
that Trump had made a
direct call for violent action,”
a BBC statement stated.

Over 1,000 arrested in Sri
Lanka’s anti-drug crackdown
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Colombo

Over 1,000 people have been arrested for drugs related
offenses during a special ongoing police operation in Sri
Lanka, police said on Saturday. Sri Lankan police also
seized contraband during the operation under the mission,
‘A Nation United, on Friday. President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake on October 30 had launched the ‘A Nation
United’ mission describing it as the biggest public
movement against harmful drugs. “The police operation
conducted yesterday saw the arrest of 1,056 people aimed
at curbing the drugs supply network, reducing demand,
expanding the anti-narcotics operations, and rehabilitating
the drug addicts,” a release said. At least 39 of the suspects
were placed under detention orders and 53 others were
sent for rehabilitation, police said.

Zelenskyy’s

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Kyiv

Before the revelation of a
multi-million dollar
embezzlement and kick-
backs scandal involving
Ukraine’s State nuclear
energy company brought
his name to the forefront,
Tymur Mindich was a
shadowy presence — nav-

ex-ally faces graft charges in scandal

igating deals and moving
behind the scenes with
unseen influence, known
to many, yet rarely
spoken of.

Mindich was linked to
growing fears over his
expanding influence
within the country’s lucra-
tive industries, his access
facilitated by his ties to

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. The two were
once business partners
and Mindich’s influence
had expanded under
Zelenskyy’s tenure.

The full extent of that
influence was exposed this

15-month investigation into a
$100 million embezzlement
scheme involving top officials
and Ukraine’s state nuclear
power company, accusing
Mindich of being the master-
mind behind the plot.

week when Ukraine’s anti-
corruption watchdogs
released the findings of a
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Property Bearing No. 15, area measuring 126 5q. mtrs., in Block-AH,
Situated at Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088, vide Relinquishment Deed

THE PIONEERS
CLASSIFIED ¢
* CHANGE OF NAME 0

I, JC-708629M Nb/Sub Sushll
Kumar Yadav, R/o- Vill-
Manpur, Post- Nawabganj,
Dist- Unnao, U.P- 209859, have
changed my Son’s name from
Lakshy Yadav to Lakshya Yadav,
vide affidavit dated 15/11/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(3462)C
I, Anowar Sekh, Father of JC-
780983X Nb/Sub Amjad Seikh,
R/o- Vill- Siluri, PO- Keoguri,
Dist- Burdwan, W.B.-713130,
declare that in my son’s service
record my name is wrongly
recorded as Md Anowar Seikh
whereas my correct name is
Anowar Sekh which may be
amended accordingly.
PD(3463)C
I, Salehar Bibi, Mother of JC-
780983X Nb/Sub Amjad Seikh,
R/o- Vill- Siluri, PO- Keoguri,
Dist- Burdwan, W.B.-713130,
declare that in my son’s service
record my name is wrongly
recorded as Salaher Bibi
whereas my correct name is
Salehar Bibi which may be
amended accordingly.
PD(3464)C
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PUBLIC NOTICE

FLAT BEARING NO. 1003, ON 10TH FLOOR,
BLOCK-B2, PROJECT NAME UNITECH
UNIHOMES-3, GROUP HOUSING PLOT NO.
GHP-001, SECTOR-113, NOIDA DISTRICT

GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, U.P.
FLAT SUPER AREA MEASURING 899 SQ FT
Be it known to all that my client Smt. Hema
Sharma W/o Shri Sudershan Kumar R/o House
No. 70, Pocket-C4, Near Sector-5 Bus Stand,
Sector-6, Rohini, Delhi-110085, has intended to
be the allottee of the FLAT BEARING NO. 1003,
ON 10TH FLOOR, BLOCK-B2, PROJECT
NAME UNITECH UNIHOMES-3, GROUP
HOUSING PLOT NO. GHP-001, SECTOR-113,
NOIDA DISTRICT GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR,
U.P. FLAT SUPER AREA MEASURING 899 SQ
FT [say 'Said Property'] from (1) Shri Subrata
Kumar Dash son of Late Shri Ashutosh Dash &
(2) Smt. Sabita Dash wife of Shri Subrata
Kumar Dash hoth residents of Baghra Road,
Ward No. 19, in front of RI Office, Town & Post
Baripada, District Mayurbhanj, Odisha-757001
who have represented that, to the best of their
knowledge and belief, the Said Property has
been duly allotted by the builder, Unitech
Limited, and have further represented that the
said property is not encumbered by any known
charge, lien, pledge, loan, litigation, attachment,
injunction, or court decree as on the date
publication of this notice except any dispute
between the builder and any authority/third
party, whichis oris notin public domain.
Any other person(s}, institution(s), or
authority(ies) having any claim against, into or
upon the said property or any part thereof by
virtue of sale, inheritance, agreement, contract,
mortgage, lien, charge, efc., or otherwise
howsoever and of whatsoever nature is hereby
required to notify the same in writing along with
supporting documentary evidence to the
undersigned within 15 days, from the date of
publication of this notice, failing which my client
shall conclude the sale and any claim and/or
objection if any shall be cansidered as waived
and abandoned and shall not be binding upon

my client. Mr. Avnish Kumar Gupta

{Advocate)
Add: Chamber No .20, Sub-Registrar Office
Compound, Sector-33, Noida, U.P.

dated 21.03.2025, Doc Na. 2025/15/1/4852, All Persons are hereby
informed that above owners want o sell the said property to Mr.
Rakesh Kumar or his nominee who is taking a loan from our client
(ICICI Bank Ltd.} against the said property. if anybody has any
objection/s upon the ownership of above owner its title/ its sale/
mortgage, and any other kind of objection/litigation, Charge etc..
kindly inform the undersigned in writing on the below mentioned
address within 14 days of the present.
Kumar & Associates {Advocates & Consultants)
200, 2nd FIr, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar, N. Delhi-15.
legal@knalegal.com, Ph: 011-41112527-28

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that I, IRA SEHGAL W/o SH.
ASHOK SEHGAL,R/fo MIG FLAT NO.7A,
GROUND FLOOR, STREET NO.B, TYPE NO.A,
RAJOURI GARDEN G-8 AREA, NEW DELHI has
applied for conversion of the aforesaid flat
from lease hold to free hold vide File No.F.56
{64)77/HBM in DDA. The original document|
i.e. POSSESSION LETTER of the above said flat|
has been lost. An NCR/LR NO.3346272/2025
dated 12.11.2025 to this effect has been
lodged in P.S. Crime Branch, Delhi. Any person
(s)claiming any right,interest,having any|
objection or found in possession of original
documents,may write/contact with above
named person at above Address/Phone No.
9810650011 within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming
any right, interest, objection with respect to
this property, can personally inform or write to
Deputy Director (LAB) Housing, D Block, 3 rd
Floor, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi.

@ Park Hospitals

Meera Enclave, Keshopur Bus Depot.
New Delhi

[ puBLIC NOTICE ||

Park Hospital, Delhi hereby draws the
attention of all concerned through this
public notice that all medical records
from 1 January 2021 to 30 September
2022 are being destroyed as per the
Document Retention Policy of the
Government. If any individual/ patient/
relative wishes to see or obtain a copy of
his or her relative's treatment records,
please contact the Medical Records
Department (MRD) of the Park
Hospital for inquiry within 15 days from
the date of public notice:
9792053582
or contact by email
mrd.delhi@parkhospital.in

All MLC cases records would be
preserved for 10 years.

Mobile: 9811109645

for more information contact:
011-45323232, 75330 330 52
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Reflective rhythm

TEAM VIVA subtle glances, delicate
- shifts in weight and ges-
tures that suggested
emotion without exagger-
ation. The jatis were exe-
cuted with crisp clarity,
revealing a dancer deeply
attentive to structure, liter-
ature and the emotional
temperature of each
segment.

In the Alwar Pasuram,
arranged as a Ragamalika,
she shifted towards devo-
tional lyricism, evoking
the world of Vishnu with
softened imagery rather
than overt dramatisation.
The narrative felt guided
by sensitivity rather than
spectacle.

She closed with a Tillana
in Rageshri by Lalgudi
Jayaraman, delivered with
bright rhythmic command
while preserving the
recital’s reflective mood.

With Anavarna,
Anandita demonstrated
that Bharatanatyam'’s most
powerful moments often

A performance becomes
compelling when a dancer
turns the stage into a place
of thought — where move-
ment interprets, questions
and uncovers. In Anavarna
— Exploring the Layers,
Anandita Narayanan
approached Bharata-
natyam with this contem-
plative clarity, offering an
evening that favoured
depth over display. She
opened with the Alarippu
in Sankeerna Gathi, chore-
ographed by Guru Geeta
Chandran and set to
rhythm by Manohar
Balachandirane.

What can often feel like
a formal warm-up became,
in her hands, an exercise in
refined geometry - precise
lines, disciplined rhythm
and a pared-back elegance
that framed the evening’s
tone. The Kambhoji
Varnam, “Sarojaksiro”,
formed the heart of the

-

/' When Dali’s surreal visions meet bespoke Indian tailoring, imagination
' leaps off canvas and walks the runway, writes SAKSHI PRIYA

paint and textile. Colours, shapes and
surreal motifs migrated from canvas
into wool, silk and cashmere. Subtle
distortions, playful exaggerations and
tonal nuances appeared in pin-
stripes, checks, jacquards and
textured weaves. The
fabrics carried hints of
Dali’s whimsy-an unex-
pected gradient, a
shadow that shifted
with move-
ment, or a
pattern that
revealed
more the
longer one

What if the visions of Salvador Dali
could step off a canvas and walk
down a runway? What if a painter

who imagined melting clocks and

bending landscapes could foresee the

future of menswear? In 1971, the
Belgian luxury fabric house Scabal
asked Dali to do exactly that. The sur-
realist master responded with
twelve visionary paintings,
each brimming with wit,

imagination and eccentric
charm. Strange figures,
symbolic flourishes and

playful narratives
emerged, creating some
of the most provocative
works of his career.
Decades later, these
pieces finally arrived in

piece felt alive, transforming imagina-
tion into material formThe Vision
Collection presentation, curated by
Prasad Bidapa, brought these ideas to
life. Models walked in ensembles by The
Darzi Group, Diwan Saheb, Jade Blue
and P N Rao, each working with
. Scabal’s twelve Vision fabrics.
. Tailoring was precise and
restrained-sharp shoulders,
refined cuts, layered textures
¢ and discreet details echoing
Dali without slipping into
costume. The garments carried
quiet narratives: hidden geom-
& etryin astitch, alining hinting
4 at distortion, a sheen evoking

India, ready to inspire a
new audience and invite
them into Dali’s unpre-
dictable world.

The Surrealism Soirée,
presented by TSB Overseas
in collaboration with
Scabal, transformed the
Satish Gujral-designed

Belgian Embassy into a stage
where art met fashion in unexpect-
ed ways. His Excellency Didier
Vanderhasselt, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Belgium, and Sarbinder
Singh Bindra, Founder of TSB
Overseas, welcomed designers,
collectors and cultural enthusiasts
to witness this rare encounter-one
that bridged continents, eras and

artistic languages.

Dali’s twelve original paintings
were displayed alongside the
Scabal fabrics they inspired, reveal-
ing a striking dialogue between

looked. Each

Layered feminine truths

SAKSHI PRIYA

The journey toward selfhood
for many women is a silent
internal uprising against
inherited expectations. This
concept forms the com-
pelling core of Weaving
Water: Feminine
Countercultures in Paint and
Print, a landmark exhibition
curated by Jyoti A Kathpalia.

This show functions as an
insightful dialogue, pairing
the unflinching autobio-
graphical writings of Padma
Shri Ajeet Cour with the visual

explorations of fifteen
eminent women artists. What
emerges is a contemplation
of agency, memory and resis-
tance articulated through
form, colour and material
presence.

Among the works, Aparna
Anand Singh’s Silent Storm
operates as an incisive state-
ment on contained emotion.
The closed mouth and con-
centrated red field reveal an
internal atmosphere shaped
by pressure and endurance.
Anupam Sud’s Germination Il
and The Sunsetexamine the
body as a site of layered his-
tories, suggesting that emer-
gence often begins in states
of uncertainty. Arpana Caur’s
Earth and Sky positions the
feminine within elemental
continuity, expanding her
into a cosmic register.

In another register, Gogi
Saroj Pal’'s Nirbhaya series

confronts structur-

| alviolence through

SILENT STORM

FOR SUGGESTIONS, FEEDBACK OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE WRITE TO US AT FEATURES@DAILYPIONEER.COM

an assertive figure who

refuses diminishment.
Vasudha Thozhur’s Portrait of
Shah Jehan engages with
trauma through fragmenta-
tion, prompting viewers to
consider memory as some-
thing carried, not resolved.
Jayasri Burman’s Jeevan
Nadi, with its fluid forms and
hybrid beings, presents life as
cyclical rather than linear,
informed by both mythology
and lived experience.
Shivani Aggarwal, Bula
Bhattacharya and Nitasha
Jaini interrogate inherited
beliefs and social condition-
ing, while Shubhika Lal’s
Breaking Shackles transforms
thread into structure, sug-
gesting that the everyday
materials of women’s lives
hold intellectual weight.

with a clarity that cannot
be dismissed.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

| STAYS WITH ME, Leaving the gallery, the wisdom.
' PROVING THAT  air felt altered, as if the art- Unlike conven-
works had rearranged some- tional
THE QUIETEST thing internal. The show
SHIFTS CAN makes one realise that trans-
GAIN FORCE formation rarely arrives with
AND RESHAPE spectacle. It builds quietly,
gathers strength in over-
EVERYTHING looked corners, and eventu-
AROUND THEM ally claims its place

dreamlike light.
j (l
/

design.

Prabhavana:
An ode to
the ancient
Indian
values

GYANESHWAR DAYAL

Today, we stand at the cusp of a profound transfor-
mation —one so sweeping that it threatens to take
us off our feet. As we abandon cherished traditions
and uncritically adopt Western frameworks, we face
a growing crisis: a loss of direction, a fading sense
of purpose, and a restless rush without meaning —
like headless chickens chasing shadows. The irony
is striking; the problem is both real and surreal, so
deeply woven into modern life that we often fail to
recognise it as a problem at all. Confronting this drift
with conviction, Abhay Firodia has taken up the
cause of reintroducing India’s civilisational values,
especially to the youth. His vision materialised in
the creation of the Abhay Prabhavana Museum —
a sprawling, state-of-the-art
cultural space on the out-
skirts of Pune,
Maharashtra — designed
not merely to showcase
heritage but to revive
the philosophical
essence that has
long sustained
this land. Abhay
Prabhavana
Museum stands
as a living
repository of
India’s timeless

The evening’s highlight was
Dhruv Kapoor’s womenswear
look in Scabal fabric. Modern, confi-
dent and sculptural, it reimagined a
traditionally masculine textile into a
=~ commanding feminine silhouette, the
showstopper where imagination, crafts-
manship and innovation aligned, proving
Dali’s vision still shapes contemporary

The Surrealism Soirée let imagination
walk the runway, vivid and unbound. It
showed that when art and fashion collide,
creativity becomes the finest luxury of all.

ART BECOMES ATTIRE

Dali's impact on fashion lies in Surrealism’s urge
to drag the subconscious into everyday life,
turning the body into a provocative canvas. His
work with Elsa Schiaparelli — especially the Shoe
Hat — blurred purpose and perception, a legacy
echoed by McQueen and van Herpen. It leaves
one asking: what does fashion truly reveal?

recital. Anandita’s abhi-
naya was marked by
restraint and intention;
the heroine’s longing for
Shiva unfolded through

emerge from thoughtful
stillness — when tech-
nique, emotion and inten-
tion converge with quiet
integrity.

FEEEERRRERR R RN RN Ry

museums that simply display artefacts, Prabhavana
invites visitors into a journey of consciousness — a
rediscovery of India’s values, philosophies and the
civilisational ethos.

From the moment one enters its serene premis-
es, the museum feels less like an institution and
more like a passage into deep time. It reflects the
harmony between material and spiritual life, a
balance central to India’s ancient worldview. Each
gallery tells a story — not of kings and conquests,
but of thought, creativity and inner evolution.
Exhibits trace India’s journey from the Vedic age to
the present, illuminating the development of phi-
losophy, art, education and science through the lens
of dharma (righteousness), artha (purpose), kama
(creativity) and moksha (liberation). Interactive dis-
plays reveal how sages viewed knowledge as a
means to self-realisation and social harmony,
rather than a tool for narrow personal advancement.

A special section on Indian sciences — from
Ayurveda and Yoga to mathematics and astrono-
my — highlights a worldview guided by ethics, eco-
logical sensitivity and intellectual humility. Here, the
interconnectedness of the self, society and nature
is presented not as nostalgic sentiment but as a
urgently relevant philosophy for today’s fragment-
ed, material-driven world. The museum is not con-
cerned with glorifying the past; rather, it seeks to
revive timeless values that can meaningfully guide

the future. Each exhibit places a gentle yet deliber-
ate emphasis on principles such as respect for all
forms of life (ahimsa), reverence for knowledge as
something sacred (vidya), harmony between the
individual and society (dharma), and the cultivation
ofinner balance and self-awareness through yoga
and meditation.

These values — once the foundations of Indian
civilisation — are being rediscovered today as
humanity searches for responses to moral, ecolog-
ical and psychological crises. Through its pro-
grammes, workshops and experiential learning ses-
sions, Abhay Prabhavana encourages visitors, par-
ticularly the young, to reflect on how ancient ideals
can inform modern life, governance, education and
innovation. Art, philosophy and meditative expe-
rience are woven together to help visitors feel the
rasa — the essence — of India’s spiritual heritage.
Audio-visual installations, sacred chants and guided
reflections offer a multisensory immersion that
extends beyond intellectual understanding. The
message that emerges is subtle yet profound: India’s
greatness has never rested merely in its monuments
orempires, butin its inner vision — the understand-
ing that true progress begins with self-knowledge
and compassion. In an age defined by globalisation,
distraction and cultural flattening, institutions like
Prabhavana stand as vital reminders of who we are
and what we stand for.
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Harmanpreet hopes for hike in women’s contract values

Only I know how I spent nights
until WC final: Shafali Verma

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

The yawning gap never really
bothered her as it
was “driven by market
forces” but India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur believes
the BCCI men’s and women’s
central contracts will now be
closer in value following her
team’s path-breaking ODI
World Cup triumph.

BCCI brought the match fee
of women cricketers at par
with men in 2022 but when it
comes to central contracts,
the numbers are not worth a
comparison. However,
Harmanpreet’s teammate
Smriti Mandhana has long
believed that the payment
structure is driven by market
forces and the skipper agrees
with that view.

The cricketers in the men’s
top tier are paid %7 crore
annually while the women
are paid 50 lakh.

“It will change now (the
value of the central con-
tracts). That's what I feel. A lot
of changes came after 2017
(when India reached the
final). Before that, our central
contract was worth %15 lakh,”
said the India captain during
her visit to the PTI headquar-
ters where she opened up
about her journey and the
growth of Indian women'’s
cricket in an exclusive inter-
view. Majority of the revenue
is generated by men’s cricket,
Harmanpreet acknowledged

but after the women’s ODI
World Cup triumph earlier
this month, she said change
is already in motion.

“After the 2017 World Cup,
it became %50 lakh. After
that, we couldn’t prove our-
selves much, especially in
ICC events. Because at the
end of the day, the main
goal is ICC events.

“After winning this trophy,
I am sure there will be a lot
of improvements. And we
will see financially also,”
added the first Indian
women'’s team captain to be
a World Cup-winner,” she
said. “Before this, all the
revenue was coming through
men’s cricket. We were grate-
ful that BCCI made us a part
ofitand supported women'’s
cricket when it needed the
most.”

Harmanpreet said she has
always been aware that only
strong performances would
compel market forces to pay
women cricketers better.

“One thing that we always
knew was that we will have
to contribute and then only
we can come to that point.
Now we can talk about equal
payment and equal recogni-
tion,” she said.

“For that, we have to come
to that point because we
knew that they (the men)
have improved their cricket
so much over the years. They
have won back-to-back tro-
phies for the country. If their
market value is higher than
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Indian cricketer and World Cup 2025 winning captain Harmanpreet Kaur

during an interview in New Delhi

PTI

ours, then there must be
some reason behind it,” she
said. Harmanpreet said the
market value of women crick-
eters has already gone up
post the final in Navi Mumbai
on November 2 in which they
comprehensively defeated
South Africa.

“Post November 2, the
market value of women’s
cricket has gone up because
of the trophy. If we had not
won that trophy, we would
still be stuck there.

“If we want to change, we
have to come to that point
that we win the same
number of trophies for the

country. Then people will
automatically start giving us
the same value as men get,”
said the India skipper.

It’s not over yet:
Harmanpreet is expected to
captain the side in the 2026
T20 World Cup in the UK but
will the 36-year-old be around
when the next ODI World Cup
takes time in four years’ time?

“See, winning the World
Cup with the best team and
supporters and in your home
ground surely is a dream but
yes it’s not over yet. There’s
another trophy that awaits
and we want to celebrate and
move on to the next phase

v BRIEFLY

PARVEEN HOODA AIMS AT
SCALING GREATER HEIGHTS

When the news first broke that Parveen Hooda would
not be competing at the Paris Olympics despite having
secured a quota, the Haryana boxer simply couldn't
process it. One moment, she was deep into her
preparations for the biggest sporting extravaganza and
the next, she was staring at a suspension notice that
upended everything she had worked for.

Parveen had been enjoying a good spate of results,
including winning the 2022 Asian Championships and a
bronze in the World Championships the same year,
when she was handed a 22-month ban (later backdated
14 months) by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) for
three whereabouts failures within a 12-month period in

May last year.

The suspension not only cost India the 57kg Olympic
quota she had earned but also stripped her of the Asian
Games bronze medal. "When the news broke that I'm
not going for the Olympics and I just couldn't
understand what was happening, | had no idea what to
do, how to handle myself,” Parveen told PTI.

Shattered and overwhelmed, she stepped away from the
ring for a month as she gathered herself to confront the
reality of what had been taken from her.

MARTINEZ, MESS| HELP
ARGENTINA BEAT ANGOLA

Lautaro Martinez and Lionel Messi scored and Argentina
downed Angola 2-0 in a friendly that closed their 2025

campaign on Friday.

Angola reportedly paid $12 million to attract world
champion Argentina to the 50th anniversary of the
African country’s independence from Portugal. More
than 50,000 spectators attended and Messi left the field
in the final minutes to a standing ovation.

Messi set up Martinez in the 44th minute and Martinez
repaid the favor in the 82nd. Messi, aiming for his sixth
World Cup next year, notched his 115th goal in 196
internationals. South America’s top World Cup qualifier
started slow even with eight starters from the 2022 final.
Martinez finally broke the deadlock just before halftime
with a driven shot between the legs of the goalkeeper.
Argentina continued to control possession (65%) in the
second half but didn't increase the tempo and was
content to maintain the lead. Messi added the final
flourish eight minutes from time.

and work towards the next
goal,” she said.

India developing big pool
of players:

When asked about the way
forward for the team and
whether it needed a bigger
pool of fast bowlers to consis-
tently dominate the game,
Harmanpreet struck a confi-
dent tone.

“We do have a team of fast
bowlers and as we've seen
how Kranti Goud and Shree
Charani (spinner) did for our
side. These youngsters gave
us some great moments to
celebrate. As a captain | never
felt for once that I had to do
hard work on them .

“They believed in them-
selves and delivered whenev-
er they had to. Apart from
that India is developing a
huge pool of players and
bowlers who in time will
showcase their talent,” the
captain added.

The Jay Shah factor:
Harmanpreet lauded ICC
Chairman Jay Shah’s contri-
bution in the growth of
Indian women’s cricket
during his tenure as BCCI
secretary. Shah was credited
with introducing pay parity in
match fee and the introduc-
tion of the Women'’s Premier
League.

“..Jay Shah has been the
biggest contributor. He has
been the biggest strength
for our team, he supported us
even when we hadn’t won
any ICC trophy,” she said.

Indian boxers eye strong finish at
season-ending World Boxing Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Greater Noida

Indian boxers will look to end
the season on a high while also
targeting valuable ranking
points when they step into the
ring at the World Boxing Cup
Finals beginning here on
Sunday. With World Boxing
taking over as the interna-
tional governing body of the
sport, itintroduced the World
Boxing Cup series earlier this
year, culminating in the Finals.

Boxers earn ranking points
across all major tournaments,
which plays a role in determin-
ing the seedings.

With the Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games
scheduled next year, these
points become critical.

As per the format, medallists
from the three World Boxing
Cups held earlier this year,
along with top-ranked
pugilists, qualify for the Finals.

However, as hosts, India
has been granted entries in all
20 weight categories across
men and women.

Two-time world champion
Nikhat Zareen (51kg) head-
lines the women'’s squad. The
Telangana boxer, whose only
international outing this year
was a quarterfinal finish at the
World Championships, will
look to regain rhythm.

Reigning world champions
Jaismine Lamboria (57kg) and
Minakshi Hooda (48kg), along
with world medallist Pooja
Rani (80kg) and Nupur Sheoran
(+80kg), will aim to maintain
their strong form.

Preeti Pawar (54kg) and
Arundhati Chaudhary (70kg)
return to the national fold, as
does Parveen Hooda (60kg),
who had been suspended for
failing to report her where-
abouts, and all will hope to
make an impact against a
fairly strong field.

On the men’s side, India
endured a disappointing
World Championships cam-
paign, and hopes will be on the
talented Abhinash Jamwal and
Hitesh Gulia, who reached
two World Cup finals earlier
this year, to stand on the
podium. With the World
Championships concluding as
recently as September, several
top names have skipped the
season-ending event, which
will begin from the quarterfi-
nal stage.

Nonetheless, around 130
boxers from 18 countries,
including a few Olympic
medallists will compete in the
tournament at the Shaheed
Vijay Singh Pathik stadium.

World Championships silver
medallist, Sewonrets Okazawa
(M70kg), of Japan and gold
medallist, Huang Hsiao-Wen,
from Chinese Taipei, will be
chasing further success in the
women’s 54kg.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Swashbuckling opener
Shafali Verma acknowl-
edged that she spent
sleepless and anxious
nights ahead of the recent
ICC Women’s World Cup
final against South Africa
after failing to make an
impression in the semifi-
nal against Australia.

Shafali, who replaced an
injured Pratika Rawal ahead
of the last four match in
Mumbai, fell for a 5-ball 10
against the Aussies, even
though India mounted a
magnificent chase to enter
the title round.

“Like 1 said before, it’s
not like I was playing the
semis for the first time in a
World Cup. I've played
before and I had the expe-
rience of how to handle the
pressure. But I couldn’t do
well in the semifinal (against
Australia), and only I know
how I spent the nights until
the final,” Shafali, who is
supported by JSW Sports,
told PTI.

But Shafali changed the
script in the final, making a
78-ball 87 and later she
also took two wickets as
India defeated SA by 52 runs
to land their maiden ODI
World Cup.

Shafali said her strategy
was to keep the batting
simple.

“I knew what the team
wanted from me. So, in the
final, 1 kept things simple
and thought of executing
my strategy. It went well
and I was able to do well for
the team,” Shafali said.

“l just tried to play
grounded shots and not
play uppish because it
wasn’'t a good batting
wicket. The bowlers were
getting some assistance and
the ball was also sticking on
the wicket,” she added.

However, the 21-year-old
from Haryana said it was not
easy for her to start a big
tournament like the World
Cup from the semifinal
stage.

“Look, it’s not that I didn’t
have baggage because | had
joined the team for the
semifinal. Absolutely, there
was pressure. But | knew
how important these games
were for me. When [ got the
call, I thought that I will try
my best to win the team.

“l kept things simple

because a lot of times, we

think that we want to have
a big heart and we get pres-
sured. I worked a lot on my
practice sessions before the
matches and kept things
simple,” she noted.

Shafali said it was “God’s
plan” to put her back into
India’s squad after initial
omission, adding that she
spent the time away from
the ODI side working on her
game.

“For the last one year, |
wasn’t with the team in the
ODI format. Wherever I was
playing,  was paying atten-
tion to that. I put everything
aside and focused only on
domestic cricket. I have

]
worked a lot on my mind,
my body and on my cricket.

“Putting everything aside,
I have focused only on
myself. So, | think God
gave me the best of the
(returns for my) hard work,”
she added.

So, how does she view the
competition for the opening
spot with Pratika?

For Shafali, the competi-
tion was more on healthy
grounds. “As far as the com-
petition (with Pratika) is
concerned, I never compete
with anyone because as a
player, we all have our own
competition as to how we
can make ourselves better.
They (Pratika and
Mandhana) both did well for
the team and they both got
the reward.

“Like 1 said, the whole
team wins the World Cup.
Pratika also did well and |
am so happy for her. But
what happened with her —
no sportsperson wants to
getinjured. But this is God’s
plan (for me),” Shafali noted.

The star batter said India’s
triumph would change the
perspective  towards
women’s cricket in the
country.

“We are getting a lot of
recognition now and we
are getting a lot of love
from the people of the
country. Everyone is saying
that you have made India
proud,” she said.

“That’s what we play for,
as cricketers, to hear these
things. I am very happy to
hear these things and get a
lot of confidence.”

However, in the hour of
glory, Shafali did not forget
the selfless service of past

%l
Indian women'’s cricketers,
who toiled hard in an era of
oblivion and financial insta-
bility.

“When we won the senior
World Cup, we all said that
this is not the victory of our
team, this is the victory of
women'’s cricket which will
stand tall in the next stage,”
said Shafali.

She then hoped that the
team could make a similar
impact in red-ball cricket.

“Absolutely, (I hope the)
BCCI will now work on to
arrange many red-ball
matches (as well) forus as it
is not in our hands. But
what I will say is that, the ex-
cricketers before us, I think
they did not get so much
money or fame.

“They were at that stage
and kept women’s cricket
alive so people like me are
living in a golden period. We
only think about how we
can make our women crick-
eters proud and how much
we can do better,” she
signed off.

Auger-Aliassime beats Zverev to reach ATP final

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Turin (Italy)

Felix Auger-Aliassime beat two-time
champion Alexander Zverev and
claimed the last spotin the semifinals

of the ATP Finals on Friday.

The Canadian’s reward? Carlos
Alcaraz, who is fresh from claiming the
year-end No. 1 ranking after winning all

three of his group matches.

“This is a high value tournament for
players,” Auger-Aliassime said. “It’s
like a grand finale and when you have
a look at the list of champions, there

have been many No. 1s.

“You want to be in the final but I'll
have to go through a great player to do
that. I will take my chance if I have it.”

The eighth-seeded Auger-Aliassime
won 6-4, 7-6 (4) to join Jannik Sinner in
advancing from the Bjorn Borg group.

final is on Sunday.

Earlier, Sinner completed a sweep of his
round-robin matches by dispatching
already-eliminated Ben Shelton
6-3, 7-6 (3). Sinner will next face
seventh-seeded Alex de Minaur. The

Third-seeded Zverev and Auger-
Aliassime knew the victor would
advance to the semifinals.

Auger-Aliassime appeared to deal
with the nerves better than Zverev,
especially in the second set, although
he wasted three set points in the
opener, before taking it on his fourth.

Zverev failed to convert any of his
four break point opportunities and
made 18 of his 27 unforced errors in the
second set, during which he repeated-
ly gestured towards his team in appar-
ent frustration. He sent an easy return
into the net to hand Auger-Aliassime
two match points. The Canadian
needed only one as Zverev hit a fore-
hand long. It will be Auger-Aliassime’s
first appearance in the semifinals of the
season-ending event for the top eight
players. “It feels amazing,” he said. “I
always believed that I could be in these
moments, that | could win these type
of matches but you still have to to come
and doit.”

Kai finishes last in LPGA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Belleair (USA)

Kai Trump improved her
score by eight strokes Friday
in the second round of The
Annika, following a 13-under
83 with a 75.

President Donald Trump’s
granddaughter still finished
last in the 108-player field at
Pelican Golf Club, six strokes
behind the nearest competi-
tor. “For the first day | was
definitely really nervous,”
she said. “I think the nerves
just got to me. When [ went
out there today 1 felt very
calm and peaceful to be
honest with you. That’s why
| played better.”

In breezy conditions Friday

L

morning, the high school
senior had four birdies, four
bogeys, a double bogey and
a triple bogey. On Thursday
afternoon, she bogeyed the
first four and finished the
birdie-less round with nine
bogeys and two double
bogeys.

Croatia qualifies for World

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M London

Croatia secured a place at
nextyear’s World Cup with a
3-1win that ended tiny Faroe
Islands’ dream on Friday and
the Netherlands moved
closer to qualification by
drawing in Poland.

Croatia knew before kickoff
that avoiding defeat in Rijeka
would guarantee qualifica-
tion butit was caught cold in
the 16th minute when Geza
David Turi scored with a
deflected shot.

The 2018 World Cup runner-
up quickly recovered,
however, as JoSko Gvardiol
leveled in the 23rd. Making his
return to the national team
after two years away, Petar
Musa put Croatia ahead 2-1
after halftime from Josip
StaniSic’s assist. In complete

control, Croatia added a third
goal when Nikola Vlasic
volleyed in a precise cross
from Ivan PeriSic at the far
post. “Our goal was achieved
with a game to spare in the
qualifiers. We can proudly
say we've qualified,” Gvardiol
said. “we’ll travel to
Montenegro for the final
match in a relaxed manner
but with the intention of
taking all three points, as
every game is preparation for
what awaits us in the
summer.” It was Faroe Islands’
final match in Group L and the
team will finish behind
runner-up the Czech Republic.
The second-placed team
advances to the playoffs for
the World Cup co-hosted by
the United States, Canada and
Mexico. Montenegro beat
Gibraltar 2-1 in the group’s
other game.

Big draw for the Dutch:
Coach Ronald Koeman’s
Netherlands came from
behind in Warsaw to draw
with Poland 1-1 and take a
major step toward direct qual-
ification in Group G.

With one match left to play,
the Dutch top the group, three
points clear of the Poles after
Memphis Depay’s second-half
equaliser canceled Jakub

Kaminski’s opener. The
Netherlands also has a much
better goal difference before
the final match against
Lithuania. Poland takes on
Malta on Monday.

“I am more disappointed
than happy but on the other
hand we made another step
toward qualification,”
Koeman said. “It is not easy to
play against teams who

defend very deep. We had to
be patient, we had to try to
attack in different ways, but
we did not create enough
good opportunities.”
Germany and Slovakia fight-
ing for top spot: In Group A,
Germany is guaranteed of a
top-two finish after Nick
Woltemade scored twice ina
scrappy 2-0 win at
Luxembourg. Slovakia scored
late to beat visiting Northern
Ireland 1-0. “In the second half,
the commitment was notice-
ably better, and we also
scored two good goals,”
Germany coach Julian
Nagelsmann said. “We might
have deserved to concede
but we didn’t, so we can con-
sider ourselves lucky.”
Germany and Slovakia are
level on points and will face off
on Monday in Leipzig in a
match that will decide the

Cup y eating Faroe Islands

group winner. Slovakia had
two goals disallowed before
Toma$ Bobcek broke the
deadlock in added time.

Malta upsets Finland for a
rare win: Malta snatched its
first win in 2026 World Cup
qualifying, converting its only
shot on target to stun Finland
1-0 in Helsinki in Group G.
According to the Malta
Football Association, this was
only the fourth win ever by
Malta in World Cup qualifying.

Midfielder Jake Grech came
off the bench in the 79th
minute and scored the deci-
sive goal three minutes later
from the edge of the area. It
was only Malta’s second goal
in seven qualifiers, against 16
conceded.

Malta rose to fourth in
Europe Group G, five points
behind Finland, which can’t

qualify.
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JADEJA’S 4/27 PUTS INDIA

uTT:

Office of Superintending Engineer

6" circle, P.W.D. Uttarkashi
E-Mail : sepwduki@rediffmail.com Tel./Fax No-01374-222127 vt we

ON B RINK OF I C OR Letter No.- 3852/56 M-06/2024-25 Date 14.11.2025
‘ I 1 National Competitive Bid (E-Tendering)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Wiaan Mulder (11) feathered a Verreynne the South Africa’s last On behalf of the Hon'ble Governor, Uttarakhand, Superintending Engineer 6" circle, PWD Uttarkashi
M Kolkata beauty that kissed the outside edge; recognised batter as the wick- invites item rate tender in (Two bid system) for the following work. All the information regarding tender
two balls later Tony de Zorzi (2) was etkeeper-batter misfired a slog-
The nightmare of facing Ravindra Jadejaonan done in by a hint of turn that grazed sweep after surviving 15 balls. shall be available on web site http:/www.uktenders.gov.in from 3.00 pm on dated 17.11.2025
Eden Gardens track, deteriorating between the glove, clipped pad and looped to Earnest | Tender | Validity Completion Contractor's
deliveries, turned into a reality for the shortleg. , , — — N Name of work money (In Cost (in of tender period Category of
South African batters as India closed in on Tristan Stubbs (5) misread the line e '% — . Lacs) Rupees) (days) (Month) registration
victory by the end of the second day in the and length altogether, beaten on the MAHENDRA SINGH S/O SINGARA SINGH ! ! !
opening Test. ) inside as Jadeja hit middle to claim his raldhg  MANAJILMOL  RAKNTRORA Under state sector district Registration in 'C' Class or|
At stumps, Jadeja’s 4 for 27 in 13 overs saw fourth — a}so his 250th Test w1cke§ in E‘T;m"t‘i!”;fé“‘f;ré‘ﬁ“i””w“?ﬁeﬂ‘";i uttarkashi block bhatwari 5000+ above for Road Works in
ISoucfh :;\grglcglgl tatteTrs atb93 Igor7 w1th2219nl;)\/t(ifall mdc;?ﬂ’\bﬁhl'nd only Kumble, Harbhajan ol B Bl A Bt Ve gyansu-sald-motor road to|  3.40 18% 90 day 12 Month Central Govt./State
oef?7 80balls') w;l:sjsg lfemba Bavuma (29 batting and Ashwin. ) ) namely SIMRANJEET KAUR aged 17 vears| | 1 | gamdidgaon-laturgaon motor GST Govt./Any Govt.
ging a lone battle but to even Axar Patel then chipped in from the ; :
fight on the third day, which will certainly be High Court End, knocking over Kyle ;Tﬁsiimmw;ﬂe Drfn:;«me tli. M’:‘:ﬂ%‘:ﬁ _road phase-2 stage-2 work. Undertaking
the last of this game, South Africa will need at ' accordingly. _ ' i )
least 125 runs which looks improbable at the
moment.
once ]ade]a came into the attack, Rishabh m am Canara Bank A.SSET HECGVEHY HA"AEE“E"T {AHM, 'I BMHCH’ E‘Auc T,on
Pant, the very vocal and amusing stand-in A-27, 1" FLOOR, HAUZ KHAS, SALE
skipper, who till then was giving instructions B L n—— NEW DELHI-110016
to Axar Patel and Kuldeep Yadav, was heard [ i Syndicate Email: cb3038@canarabank.com NOTICE
saying on stump microphone: “Jaddu bhai, aap
dekh lena,”, an ample indication that the SALE NOTICE
master craftsman need not be told what Malice is heraby given to tha public In genersl and In particular ta the Bomower (3) and Guaranior (&) (hat the belaw described mevablel immavable property monigaged/hvypolhecaiad charged 1o the Secured Craditor, the possession of which hias bean taken by
ought to be done. the Authorised Officer of e Canara Bank, will ba sold on “As is whero is”, “As is What is” and “Whatover thers is basis"” on below mantioned dates through E-Auction under the Securilisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
If Simon Harmer’s classical off-spin had Securily Interest Act, 2002, read with Rule B{B) & 8 of the Security Interes! (Enforcemant) Rules, 2002
brought South Africa back into the contest For datailed terms and conditions of the sale please rafar the link “E-Auction” provided in provider (Mis PSB Alliance (Baanknet.com), (Contact No. 8291220220, Email: support. BAANKNET @psballiance.com) or Canara Bank's wobsite
earlier in the day, Jadeja was always going to www.canarabank.com, EMD amount of 10% of tha Reserve Prica is to ba deposiled in E-Wallel of hitps :fbaanknet.com portal directly or by genarating the Chaltan thenein to deposit tha EMD through RTGSMNEFT in the accoun! datails as manbioned in the said
’ QHE LEI'I.
be a resident menace on a crumbling surface :
N 7o - 5. Name and Address Brief Description of Total Liabilities (Rs.) : Date & Times of Auction
with his lmmacqlate length and ability to attack Ne Boriir Ouatarior immovable Property Reserve Price (Rs) :
the stumps, letting the surface take care of the ¥ L
rest. Left-arm chinaman Kuldeep Yadav EMD (Rs.): Contact Person Name
accounted for 2[12, while Axar Patel took 1/30, Increment Amount (Rs.) :
g(;‘l’llr';ﬁ ]S?J?:ll]‘l Er\ll‘\algsiri‘;fgttcf#spgr?glta‘:’#e:lseblg\?vllz 3 1. | 1. Mis Kissan Tractors and Implements {Partnership) 1. | EMT oftand and bullding situsted a: Cid Awas, House no, 8, Total Liabiiies 24.12.2025 betwaen
f Address : Near Corbot Hotel, Moradabad Road, Kashipur, Udham Singh Magar, Uitarakhand 2447138h. Ward no. 3, Tehsil Kashipur, Distt. Uidham Singh Nagar Rs. 1,53.46,395.43 12:30 PM TO 01:30 PM
only solitary over in the 90 that hosts have Ajay Pathak S/o Sh, Buddhi Prakash Pathak (Partner & Guarantor & Mortgagor) : ’ ! as on 03.07.2025 {With unlimited extansions
bowled across two innings till now. Address : Sanjeovni Health Care H.no. 8 Old Awas Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur. Uttarakhand 244713 Unarakhand measuding 19148 Sqm boundad as under Resorve Price of 5 minutes duration each)
Bowling at a stretch in a 13-over non stop spell Sh. Simarpal Singh Bains S/o Paramjeet Singh Bains (Partner & Guarantor) Naeth : Others property, South: 8 mitr wide road Rs. 126.00 Lakhs
from the dreaded Club House End, Jadeja’s Efqrr:;:;mnm. .hﬂaw:':;ﬁ;“ﬁ“::i:m'uim-mml m::f":'"“m Lk B East: Houseno, B, West: House no. 10 l:ﬂi{ilu LI:H Ei‘:lazs?ﬂ;d SH. NITIN KAKKAR .
- - g P St on
relenFless accuracy on a two-paced, dL,lS,t Address : Sanjeevni Health Care H.no. 8 Old fwas Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur, Ultarskhand 244713 {Property Under Symbolic Possession) E: 1o 5.00 PM Mobile No: 9006368550 and
spewing surface swung the game back India’s 2. Mis Yash Traders (Borrower )
way in a dramatic finish to a day that saw 15 ' : - 2. | EMT of Residential Flat situaled al Khasra no. 112 Min, SRSV S Sl SH. MANOJ KUMAR,
wickets to tumble (discounting Shubman Gill’s i s, P SS4 LR Apariment no. A -404, Ridhi Block, Shn Ganpatl Apartment Rs. 52.00 Lacs -
retired hurt) Sh. Ajny Pathak S/o Sh. Buddhi Prakash Pathak (Frop. & Mortgegor) situsted i vilago Ginnikhera Tehall Kashipur, Kashipur, [Tea. 5.20 Lakhe EMD Should (AUTHORIZED OFFICER)
. . Lo Address : Sanjeevni Health Care H.no. 8 Old Awas \Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur, Ultarakhand 244713 Disirict Udham Singh Nagar, Utiarakhand measuring area | be Deposit on 23.12.2025
Introduced in the ninth over of the innings ! Mobile No BB26933887,
_ _ . Dr. Tulika Pathak wio Sh, Ajay Pathak (Guarantor & Mortgagor) 901 40 Sqht Le 92.14 Sg mir within super area 1242 83 up to 5.00 PM
lmtgeecsile;:t%?)? after tea —Jadeja struck almost Address : Sanjeevni Health Care H no. 8 Old Awas Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur, Ultarakhand 244713 sqftie 115.50 Sqmitr Total Increment Amount
. . . Sh. Ajay Pathak S/o Sh, Buddhi Prakash Pathak (Borrower & Mortgagor) Bounded as under Rs. 50,000
Ma:}l,i(srgrenr}; ﬁ(;‘sttsbgl; telléngqt;ga;gytpj:éf\oldgp Address | Sanjeevni Health Cara H.no. 8 Old Awas Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur, Uttarakhand 244713 North : Flatno. 403, South: Flatno. 405
g ‘éj dll & ¢ X i Mark ver- Dr. Tulika Pathak wio Sh. Ajay Pathak (Borrowor & Mortgagor) East Open&parkslGF,  West Common passage
pitched on middle, turned away, and Markram’s Address : Sanjeovni Health Care H.no. 8 Old Awas Vikas Bajpur Road, Kashipur, Utiarakhand 244713 {Proparty Under Symbaolic Possession)
attempted sweep ballooned off a thick top-edge
to Dhruv Jurel at short leg. 2. | 1. Mis Amit Traders (Bormower) Residential property measuring 74.35 Sq meter situated at Khatuni no, Rs. 48,64.453.16 24.12,2025 batwoon
- . Sy " 12:30 PM TO 01:30 PM
With Kuldeep Yadav having removed Ryan Add1: Kun| Vihar, Ward no. B, Post Gadarpur, Udhan Singh Magar, Uttrakhand, 283152 | 00915, khasra no. 387 ka min, Village Barakhera, Tehsil Gadarpur, as on 04.07.2025 (With uniimited sxiensions
Rickelton (11) in the previous over with a £100¢ SYSRERTION TR, SN EROCIE. IR Vet 10 O RN (RS, Hnam S E?ﬂ?;?:umw;ﬁgm%hmnd“'"!mm"h il o Rs. 33.50 Lakhs of § minutes duration sach)
oogly, South Africa lost both openers within Nagar, Lttrakhand, 253152 : ’
soogy i 1 oP 2.5h. Amit Kumar 5/o Sh, Vinod Kumar [Proprietor, Borrower and Morigager) North ._l:lnd-nd'nﬂur; 0 Rs. 3.35 Lakhs EMD Should 4 "ITIH BAMIGAR .
minutes of wiping the deficit. : South: Land of Raju be Deposit on 23.12.2025 Mobila No: 9096368559 and
Stand-in captain Rishabh Pant, taking charge Addy; Win] Viher, Ward pa, B, Post Gadanur, Uidnen Singh Meger, Itisdand, 83152 | g0t property ol Astem up 1o 5.00 PM SH. MANOJ KUMAR,
after Gill’s neck spasm, backed Jadeja in a non- AddZ: Gularbhoj Road, Behind Block Colony, Ward no. 5. Gadarpur. Kashipur, Udham | west: Rasts 16ftwide ({AUTHORIZED OFFICER)
stop spell from the more treacherous end. The T Mo, Linhanc, 259100 {Propecty Under Symbolic Paessssion) B 10.000¢. Mobile No 120033481,
move paid off handsomely. Date : 12.11.2025 For Canara Bank
Place : Naw Dalhi Authorised Officer

INDIAN AIR FORCE

AFCAT 01/2026 Registrations are open from 17 Nov till 14 Dec 2025

ENTRY BRANCHES

Flying/ Technical/ Weapon Systems/ Administration/

AFCAT Entry Logistics/ Accounts/ Education/ Meteorology

NCC Special Entry Flying (NCC Air Wing ‘C’ certificate is mandatory)

For updates, follow us on

'DISHA' Cell, Air Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan, Motilal Nehru Marg, New Delhi - 110106  Tel 011-230

DISHA

INDIAN AIR FORCE

Online test only for AFCAT entry

B Aadhaar card is mandatory for online registration

Registration dates changed from 10 Nov - 09 Dec 2025
to 17 Nov - 14 Dec 2025.

& For more details, refer to Employment N dated 08 Nov 2
and for detailed notification visit our website
careerairforce.gov.in and afcat.edcil.co.in

Online registration through careerairforce. gov.in and afcatedcilcoin

13690 | Toll-free No.: 1800-11-2448 | E-mail: careeriniaf@gmail.com
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AGENDA

Violence is the last
refuge of the
incompetent.

- Isaac Asimov

The blast near the heart of the national capital underscores a stark reality: the face of terrorism in India is evolving faster than our traditional frameworks for
detecting and preventing it. As investigators trace threads stretching from the capital to hinterland safehouses, one thing is certain — the country must
confront a threat that is adapting, mutating, and embedding itself in ways that demand an equally agile and coordinated response

Red Fort blast: The
war that 1sn’t over ye

The powerful blast near Delhi’s Red Fort
on Monday night, which killed more
than ten people and injured several
others, has once again reminded the
nation that India’s war against terror-
ism is far from over. Only months after
India’s Operation Sindoor — which I had
earlier described as the semi-finale in
the country’s fight against cross-border
terror — this attack stands as a grim con-
firmation that the battle has merely
entered a new phase. It underscores
that the enemy, though weakened,
remains capable of striking at the heart
of the nation.

What makes this attack even more
alarming is the meticulous planning
behind it. Just hours before the explo-
sion, the Jammu and Kashmir Police,
along with the Haryana Police, discov-
ered nearly 3,000 kilograms of explo-
sives hidden in two residential buildings
in Faridabad. Among the materials
seized was 350 kilograms of ammoni-
um nitrate — a fertiliser that can
easily be turned into a deadly bomb.
This discovery likely prevented an even
greater tragedy.

Terror Takes a New Face

The involvement of doctors in this act
of terrorism is deeply unsettling. For a
long time, terrorists were often per-
ceived as uneducated or misguided
young men, easily influenced by
extremist ideologies. But this case tells
a different story. It reveals that radical-
isation is no longer confined to vulner-
able or impoverished communities; it
is seeping into universities, hospitals,
and classrooms. From the margins to
the educated elite, radicalisation now
hides within digital platforms, profes-
sional institutions, and research labo-
ratories that appear respectable and
benign on the surface.

Today, threats no longer emerge
from borders alone. The danger festers
within cities, in covert cells that blend
seamlessly into everyday life.
Traditionally reliant on weapon smug-
gling, these networks have shifted to
chemical sourcing and now operate
with alarming sophistication, exploit-
ing loopholes in enforcement and over-
sight.

Itis a chilling reminder of how terror-
ism is evolving-using online networks,
encrypted communication, and subtle
propaganda to influence minds across
all sections of society.

The trail leading to the Red Fort blast
began on October 27, when Jaish-e-

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

Mohammed posters
suddenly appeared in
Srinagar. CCTV
footage helped police
identify Dr Adil
Rather, who was
later arrested in
Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. A
search of his
locker at the
Government o
Medical College .24 = 7%

in Anantnag (&= _.-."I:.-' l
revealed an
assault rifle.

His interroga-
tion led police to
a cache of explosivesin
Faridabad, exposing
how widely the network
had spread — from
Kashmir to the National
Capital Region. The
investigation also
revealed that the
network was not con-
fined to India; it had
cross-border links.
Another accused, Dr
Muzammil Shakeel, a teacher at Al
Falah University, was arrested soon
after. The involvement of such educat-
ed individuals demonstrates how
organised and deeply rooted this web
of radicalisation has become.
Preliminary findings suggest that
another suspect, Umar Mohammed,
was driving the explosive-laden car.

Some of his remains have been
recovered, and the Delhi Police are con-
ducting DNA tests to confirm his iden-
tity. According to officials, the suspect-
ed suicide bomber entered Delhi and
parked the vehicle near a mosque. CCTV
footage shows that he never stepped
out of the car, possibly waiting for
instructions or for his intended target.
Investigators believe the Faridabad
arrests may have caused panic within
the group.

Feeling trapped, Umar Mohammed
may have detonated the bomb in des-
peration. His handler, fearing exposure,
could have convinced him to proceed
with a suicide attack rather than be cap-
tured alive.

It is a disturbing illustration of how
extremist groups manipulate educated
minds, making them believe that sha-
hadat (martyrdom) is a noble act-even
when it stems from fear, confusion, and
coercion.
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ASHOK KUMAR
Former DGP, Uttarakhand

Pak Hand Behind
the Curtain _
Once again, the trail
points to Pakistan.
Intelligence reports
suggest that Pakistan’s
Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) has
been working to bring
together terror groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and the Islamic
State Khorasan Province (ISKP). This col-
laboration aims to revive militant activ-
ities in India and spread unrest beyond
Jammu and Kashmir. The timing of the
blast indicates that it may have been an
act of revenge for Operation Sindoor,
India’s recent counterterror mission
that disrupted key militant networks
and eliminated several top operatives.
Operation Sindoor demonstrated
India’s growing strength in intelli-
gence, coordination, and precision
warfare-making this blast appear to be
a desperate retaliatory strike.
Pakistan’s renewed aggression also
seems linked to shifting global politics.
Recently, it has sought to rebuild ties with
the United States by leveraging its strate-
gic position in Central Asia. History
shows that each time Pakistan gains inter-
national attention or support, it often uses
the opportunity to provoke India through
acts of terror. However, India today is not
the India of the past. Its response to ter-
rorism is no longer slow or defensive.
Operation Sindoor itself proved that
India is willing and prepared to act with
confidence and precision. Yet, the Red
Fort blast highlights that terrorists too
have adapted-operating through smaller,
scattered cells that blend into normal life,
making detection increasingly difficult.
CONTINUED ON >> P14

The recent arrests of terror-
ists and the seizure of huge
caches of explosives and
detonators from Faridabad,
along with the blastin Delhi
where even educated indi-
viduals such as doctors were
found involved, have once
again brought to light the
critical role of money in sus-
taining terrorism. Terrorism
cannot exist without funds.
Every act of terror-whether a lone wolf
attack or a coordinated large-scale
operation-depends on a continuous
flow of money.

Funds are the lifeblood of terrorism.
They are used to procure weapons and
explosives, train recruits, establish com-
munication channels, maintain safe
houses, generate propaganda, and even
support the families of operatives who
diein the line of their so-called "cause."
Without this financial backbone, terror-
ist organisations would crumble.

Over the years, various terrorist
groups-particularly those operating
from Pakistan-have built a sophisticat-
ed and multilayered web of funding
sources. These include the diversion of
charity and Zakat funds, the narcotics
trade, organised crime, counterfeit
currency, hawala networks, and more
recently, the misuse of NGOs and cryp-
tocurrencies. The following sections
explain the main channels through
which terrorism is financed, with refer-
ence to Indian and global experiences.

Diversion of Charity

Religion and compassion-meant to
serve humanity-are unfortunately
misused by extremist organisations to
fund terror. One of the five pillars of
Islam, Zakat, obliges Muslims to donate

KARNAL SINGH
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a part of their
income for the
welfare of the
poor. While mil-
lions of people
contribute sin-
cerely, some
so-called
charitable
bodies divert
these funds
to sponsor
terrorism.
Several

Pakistan-based

organisations

function under

the pretext of
charity but are
fronts for terror
outfits. The Jamaat-
ud-Dawa (JuD), a
front organisation
of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), is a
prominent
example. It collects
donations claiming
to operate hospi-
tals, schools, and
ambulances, but a substantial portion
of the money is diverted to fund train-
ing camps in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), to radicalise youth, and
to procure arms and explosives used in
attacks across India. When JuD came
under international scrutiny, it floated
another front, the Falah-e-Insaniyat
Foundation (FIF), to continue its activ-
ities under a humanitarian disguise.
Similarly, Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
channels money through its so-called
charity arm, the Al-Rahmat Trust (ART),
headed by its chief Maulana Masood
Azhar.

Globally, this pattern is not new. After
the 9/11 attacks, the International
Islamic Relief Organisation (IIRO), now
renamed the International Organisation
for Relief, Welfare and Development,
was found to have branches in
Indonesia and the Philippines that had
worked with Al-Qaeda-linked groups.
Interrogation of a terrorist by Delhi
Police in 1999 revealed that its Pakistan
branch had also financed training
centres for militants.

Extremist groups also invest heavily
in creating madrasas aimed at indoc-
trination rather than education. Many
of these, particularly along the Indo-
Nepal and Indo-Bangladesh borders, are
managed by preachers belonging to the

.
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hard-line Salafi school of thought.
Under the cover of religious instruction,
they indoctrinate vulnerable youth
and recruit them for extremist causes.

The Golden Crescent

The Golden Crescent, comprising
Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan, remains
one of the world’s largest narcotics-pro-
ducing regions. Vast areas of
Afghanistan are controlled or influenced
by the Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and the
Haqgani Network. These groups culti-
vate opium and operate laboratories
along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border,
converting opium into heroin.

This heroin is then smuggled through
Pakistan, Iran, and India to Europe,
Africa, and other regions. The profits
from this trade are enormous and are
systematically used to fund terrorist
operations. Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), in partnership with
drug cartels and criminal syndicates,
plays a key role in this narco-terror
network. The impact is twofold-drug
addiction weakens societies, while the
profits fuel cross-border terrorism.

Crime Money and Extortion

Criminal activity is another convenient
source of income for terrorist organisa-
tions. Kidnapping for ransom, extortion,
and protection money rackets are com-
monly used to raise funds. The Indian
Mujahideen (IM) financed its operations
and bombings through ransom money.
Similarly, the Popular Front of India (PFI)
has been raising funds through extortion
and coercive donations collected under
the guise of charity. This fusion between
organised crime and terrorism is referred
to as the crime-terror nexus. Criminal
syndicates provide logistical support and
channels for money laundering, while
terrorists supply manpower and protec-
tion. Such cooperation strengthens both
networks and makes enforcement far
more difficult.

ISI Involvement

State-sponsored terrorism is the most
dangerous and sustained form of terror
financing. Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) has, for decades, acted
as the principal architect, financier, and
facilitator of terrorism against India.
While some funds come directly from
the state’s secret allocations, much of
the money is generated through illicit
activities such as narcotics trade, arms
trafficking, and counterfeit currency.
CONTINUED ON >> Pl4
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Israel is a land of contrasts — resilient yet beautiful, ancient yet
modern — where history, culture and faith coexist in harmony

Israel may appear small on the map, but it is vast
in experience, emotion, and historical depth.
There is a famous Hebrew line that reflects the
country’s essence: “Nothing can stop a person
who believes in their own strength.”

This single line captures the spirit | encoun-
tered across Israel — a blend of resilience, faith,
and an unbroken will to live fully.

During my recent journey through this extra-
ordinary land, that spirit surrounded me every-
where: in the ancient stones of King David’s
Jerusalem, the old port city of Jaffa where St Peter
is said to have stayed, the monumental remains
of Herod the Great in Caesarea, Jerusalem and
Masada, the serene waters of the Sea of Galilee
where Jesus walked, and the perfectly manicured
terraces of the Baha’i Gardens in Haifa. Moving
from the dry, dramatic landscapes near the Dead
Sea to the breezy Mediterranean coast, | was
reminded of another well-loved Hebrew saying:
“From the desert to the sea, Israel is full of beau-
tiful contrasts.”

What I offer here is not fiction or hearsay - but
a truthful account of what I experienced first-
hand. For me, there are two Israels, and both are
deeplyreal. One is strong — born out of conflict,
courage, and an unwavering fight for what is
right. The other is beautiful — a place of history,
spirituality, culture, and warmth unlike anywhere
else in the world.

Red Fort blast: The war
that isn't over yet
A Call for Vigilance and Unity

There is an urgent need for heightened vigilance
to prevent such attacks in the future. Security pre-
paredness must extend beyond Jammu and
Kashmir and major cities such as Delhi to every
corner of the country. The vast quantity of explo-
sives recovered in this case underscores the
potential scale of destruction - and the likelihood
that multiple coordinated blasts may have
been planned.

The case also reflects the commendable coor-
dination between interstate enforcement agen-
cies and the efficiency of information sharing.
Without this cooperation, the conspiracy might
have gone undetected. Such coordination must
be further strengthened through greater invest-
ment in digital skills, as encryption technologies
and money trails have become central to terror
financing and communication. Enhancing
ground-level intelligence, tightening surveil-
lance in both urban and semi-urban areas, and
boosting technological capabilities must now be
critical priorities.

On the diplomatic front, India must continue
to expose Pakistan’s duplicity - posing as a victim
of terrorism while secretly fostering it. Nations
that still regard Pakistan as a counterterrorism

Two Israels, Two Journeys

My relationship with Israel is framed by two
sharply distinct moments. In 2023, [ was on the
ground reporting in the aftermath of the horrif-
ic October 7 terrorist attack. | wore a bulletproof
jacket, moving through tense streets and uncer-
tain skies, witnessing a nation grappling with one
of the darkest chapters in its history. Fear and
grief were heavy in the air, but so was unity.
Israeli society came together with a kind of
strength and focus that is difficult to describe
unless you are standing in the middle of it.

In 2025, I returned to the same country, this
time under warm sunshine, wearing casual and
fashionable clothes — seeing Israel through a
completely different lens. The contrasts could not
have been sharper. The cafés were alive again.
Beaches were full. Markets buzzed. Families trav-
elled. Life had returned to the streets, proving
once again that Israel does not simply survive
challenges - it rises above them.

These two images of Israel — one hardened
by conflict, another blessed with beauty —
coexist constantly. Together, they form the
true character of this remarkable nation.

Tel Aviv: A City That Never Stands Still

I arrived at Ben Gurion Airport on November 2,
2025, and headed toward Tel Aviv for the first part
of my journey. Over the next three days,
I saw a city transformed yet familiar —
lively, energetic, and completely unafraid
to express itself. Tel Aviv lives 24 hours a
day. The city’s streets are filled with
people rushing to offices, cafés, book-
stores, restaurants, fashion boutiques,
tech hubs, and local markets. The aroma
of freshly brewed coffee floats from
corner to corner. Bicycles and e-scooter
zip through narrow lanes, buses roll past
museums, and small dogs trot happily
along the sidewalks.
One of the most noticeable elements

ally must be reminded of its true record. India
should continue to use global platforms such as
the United Nations, the G20, and the FATF to push
for stricter international action against states that
shelter or finance terrorism.

Conclusion

The war on terror is far from over. The Red Fort
blast is a painful reminder that the threat no
longer lies only across our borders — it hides
within our cities, in quiet apartments, encrypt-
ed chats, and respected institutions. India
cannot afford to lower its guard or treat terror-
ism as someone else’s problem. This fight
belongs not just to the police, armed forces, or
intelligence agencies — it is a fight for every
Indian. The government and the opposition must
work together with a shared sense of purpose,
placing national security above politics. Citizens,
too, must remain alert, responsible, and united
— resisting the hate and misinformation that
weaken the nation from within.

The channels of financing
terror network

The ISI had been deeply involved in printing and
circulating Fake Indian Currency Notes (FICN).
These fake notes had been smuggled into

“ONE’S DESTINATION IS NEVER A PLACE,

BUT A NEW WAY OF SEEING THINGS”
— HENRY MILLER

_.-_—.———.—-_—-l-__

ASHOKE RAJ

of Tel Aviv — unchanged
since 2023, yet richer in
depth —is the street art. The
walls are canvases and
Graffiti of emotion. “Bring
Them Home” murals, painted in powerful
colours, reflect the country’s continuing plea
for the return of hostages. Surrounding them
are vibrant artworks filled with messages of
unity, hope, love, and resilience. These murals
are not just art — they are the city speaking
directly to you.

A special thanks goes to Ella, our guide
through Tel Aviv’s food and wine world. She led
us to the heart of Levinsky Market, where we
tasted excellent red and white wines, sampled
local cheeses, herbs, pastries, and learned how
food in Israel is more than a meal - itis a story
of culture, migration, and family traditions
from across the world.

Tel Aviv transforms dramatically at night. With
the help of Avital from D-TLV Pub Crawl, I
explored a nightlife that is almost unmatched
in the region. Bars, pubs, underground clubs, and
rooftop lounges open a world of stories, music,
and energy. You hear Hebrew, English, Russian,
French — a reflection of the country’s diverse pop-
ulation. There is jazz in some corners, pop music
in others, and everywhere a sense that Tel Aviv
simply does not want to sleep.

To visit Tel Aviv and not walk by its beach would
be a missed opportunity. The Mediterranean
waves, volleyball courts, cyclists, food stalls, and
endless sunshine including open gym create a
rhythm that feels uniquely Israeli.

Jerusalem: Holy Land A City of
Peace and Faith

After Tel Aviv’s liveli-
ness, Jerusalem
brings you to a differ-
ent world altogether.
During my travels, I
met tourists from
several European
nations, the
Philippines, and other
parts of Asia at major
attractions such as
Masada, Jerusalem,
and Caesarea. But
Jerusalem was where
the diversity of trav-
ellers became most
visible. Pilgrims, stu-
dents, artists, histori-
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India through routes such as Nepal, Bangladesh,
and Gulf countries. The objective is twofold - to
fund terrorism and to undermine India’s finan-
cial stability. In some instances, even the
Pakistan Embassy in New Delhi has been found
transferring money to separatists and extrem-
ist elements under diplomatic cover. The ISI has
thus created a vast and resilient network con-
necting drug traffickers, hawala operators, and
criminal syndicates to ensure a steady flow of
funds to terror outfits like LeT, JeM, and Hizbul
Mujahideen.

Hawala Networks

The hawala system - an informal and trust-based
money transfer network - remains one of the
most preferred routes for terror financing. It oper-
ates outside formal banking systems, making it
extremely difficult to trace.

Here, money does not physically cross borders.
For example, a handler in Pakistan deposits cash
with a local hawala agent and shares a unique
code with the recipient in India. The hawala
agent in Pakistan then informs his counterpart
in India, who hands over the equivalent amount
to the intended recipient after verifying the code.
The two agents later settle accounts through
trade manipulations, cash couriers, or overseas
remittances.

Groups like LeT, JeM, and IM have long relied
on this channel to fund their networks. Many

ans, and families — all converged on this ancient
city for reasons of faith, learning, curiosity, or
simply peace. Stepping into Jerusalem is a spir-
itual experience. Whether you are religious or
not, you feel something profound and sacred the
moment you enter its ancient gates. It is a city
that whispers history in every stone.

No trip to the Holy City is complete without
visiting the City of David. To miss it is to leave
out a central chapter of human civilisation. The
underground tunnels, archaeological findings,
immersive lighting shows, and breathtaking
views all help bring biblical history alive. I
also spent time at the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice,
a historical guesthouse established in 1863. It
remains one of the most peaceful spots inside
the Old City, with its European-style architecture,
quiet gardens, and a rooftop terrace offering
one of the best panoramic views of Jerusalem
and sunset.

Jerusalem reminds you that Israel is not
defined by conflict
alone. It is defined
by heritage, culture,
faith, and stories
carried across thou-
sands of years.

Jerusalem remains
the heart of tourism,
drawing millions each
year to sites such as the
Western Wall, Church
of the Holy Sepulchre,
and Temple Mount. Tel
Aviv, meanwhile, contin-
ues to grow as a Medite-
rranean cultural power-
house. Nature lovers have
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no shortage of breathtaking loca-

tions — from the Dead Sea, the
lowest point on Earth, to the Galilee, favoured
by hikers and pilgrims alike. My journey through
Israel reminded me of something profound: this
land is never just one thing. It is ancient and
modern, tough and tender, fast and slow,
resilient and welcoming.

Whether you come here as a journalist, a trav-
eller, a pilgrim, or simply a curious visitor, Israel
meets you with history, hospitality, and heart.

From wearing a bulletproof jacket in 2023 to
walking confidently in fashionable clothes in
2025, my experience reflects the country’s own
journey — a constant balance between strength
and beauty. Special thanks to our guide from
Israel, Mr. Amri Wandel, for providing us with
detailed and highly impressive insights through-
out our tour.

The writer is an Associate Editor (Foreign Affairs) at The Pioneer.
He recently visited Israel

hawala agents, motivated by profit, remain
unaware that they are facilitating terrorism.

Barter Trade Misuse

The Srinagar-Muzaffarabad barter trade,
launched on October 21,2008 as a Confidence-
Building Measure between India and Pakistan,
allowed the exchange of 21 listed items without
any monetary transaction. However, terror
groups like Hizbul Mujahideen and Lashkar-e-
Taiba soon misused this mechanism for trade-
based money laundering. Pakistani traders
under-invoiced goods sent to India, creating
surplus cash in Kashmir. The excess funds were
then diverted to militants. Once this exploitation
came to light, the Government of India suspend-
ed the barter trade on April 18, 2019.

Wire Transfers

Terrorists also misuse formal banking channels.
Small-value wire transfers, often from countries
such as Italy or the UK, are sent frequently to
avoid detection. These remittances are masked
as personal help or charity. Though individual-
ly minor, collectively they sustain sleeper
cells and local operatives. Such patterns require
deep analysis and inter-agency coordination
to uncover.

Misuse of NGOs and Cryptocurrency

While NGOs play a vital role in humanitarian

work, some have been exploited as fronts for rad-
icalization and terror funding. Under the banner
of social service, they raise funds domestically
and internationally, diverting portions for
extremist causes or anti-development propagan-
da. Transparent accounting, international audits,
and strict oversight are therefore crucial.

In recentyears, cryptocurrency has emerged
as a new tool for terror finance. Its decentralized
and anonymous nature enables quick transfer
ofvalue across borders without banking scruti-
ny. Funds can move digitally from Pakistan to
Nepal or Bangladesh, get converted into cash,
and then physically couriered into India. This new
dimension poses major challenges for financial-
intelligence units and requires global coopera-
tion for detection and control.

Terror financing today is a complex, adaptive,
and global phenomenon. From the misuse of reli-
gious charities and narcotics trade to hawala,
barter trade, NGOs, and cryptocurrencies - ter-
rorists exploit every possible loophole.

To combat this, countries must strengthen
financial intelligence systems, AML/CFT frame-
works, and international coordination.
Regulation of digital assets, vigilance over NGOs,
and public awareness are equally vital.

Ultimately, choking the financial lifeline of
terrorism is the surest way to weaken it.
When the flow of money stops, the machinery
of terror collapses.
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“THE SECRET TO GETTING AHEAD IS
GETTING STARTED”
— MARK TWAIN
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rains of grace: The cuhnary soul of Chhattisgarh

In the heart of India lies Chhattisgarh, a land
where rivers weave their path through fertile
plains, forests grow in abundance, and fields of
lush green paddy abound. Situated between the
Satpura hills to the north and the dense
Dandakaranya forests to the south, this state
holds within its contours a geography as diverse
as its history and people. The mighty Mahanadi
river and its tributaries irrigate vast fields of grain
that shimmer like gold under the sun, while
plateaus in Bastar and Kanker host a wilder
beauty where the jungle still commands rever-
ence. Formed on November 1,2000, Chhattisgarh
is among India’s younger states, but its roots reach
deep into prehistory, carrying the memory of
ancient tribes, temples, and kingdoms whose
spirit continues to shape its cuisine and culture
to this day. Every grain of bhat (cooked rice), every
rhythmic dance, every flavour of spice here speaks
of resilience and grace, of a civilisation that lives
in harmony with the earth and its forests.
Archaeological evidence traces human habi-
tation in this region to the Stone and Chalcolithic
ages. The valleys of Mahanadi and Indravati bear
witness to early communities that tamed the
forests, fashioned tools from copper and stone,
and domesticated the land and cattle with quiet
persistence. By the time of the Mauryan Empire
in the 3rd century BCE, this terrain formed part
of the great Dakshinapatha trade route linking
Magadha to the southern kingdoms. Ashokan
inscriptions found in the region record its
administrative integration and religious spread,
while later centuries saw the rise of local dynas-
ties such as the Sharabhapuriyas, Panduvanshis
of Mekala, Kalachuris of Ratanpur, and the
Nagvanshis of Bastar, each adding layers to
Chhattisgarh’s political and cultural identity.
Temples at Sirpur, Rajim, and Bhoramdeo,
adorned with intricate carvings in sandstone,
bear witness to an age when sculpture, devotion,
and urban planning flourished side by side. These
were not merely monuments to faith but
centres of learning and art that nurtured a tra-
dition of aesthetic and spiritual refinement.
The region’s medieval period is marked by con-
tinuity and change. The Kalachuris of Ratanpur
ruled large parts of the region between the 9th
and 14th centuries CE, constructing tanks, step-
wells to preserve water for livelihood and live-
stock, and shrines dedicated to Shiva and
Vishnu. Their influence extended deep into the
plains, encouraged by agrarian prosperity result-
ing in new settlements. Meanwhile, the Bastar
kingdom in the south, ruled by branches of the
Chalukyan and later the Nagvanshi lineages,
developed its own indigenous traditions where
tribal customs of worship, dance and music flour-
ished. When the Delhi Sultanate and later the
Mughals extended nominal control over central
India, Chhattisgarh’s dense forests and fiercely
independent tribes ensured relative autonomy.
It was only under the Marathas in the 18th
century and subsequently the British that the
region was drawn into larger administrative
frameworks. The British mined its mineral-rich
lands and levied forest taxes, disrupting cen-
turies-old ecological balance. Yet the people,
Gonds, Halbas, Kols, Oraons, and countless
others, retained their songs, their rituals, and
their food, continuing to live by their culture and
traditions often built around harvests.
Independence brought self-governance, and the

creation of the new state in2000 was |
more than a political act. It was the
recognition of a cultural identity long
in the making.

Religion and nature here are insep-
arable. The spiritual landscape of
Chhattisgarh is not confined to temples
or shrines but includes the forests, rivers,
and hills. The Rajiv Lochan Temple at Rajim,
where the Mahanadi, Pairi, and Sondur rivers
converge, is among the most sacred in the state,
symbolising the unity of natural and divine ener-
gies. The Laxman Temple at Sirpur, with its Gupta-
era elegance, continues to attract scholars and
pilgrims alike. Yet alongside these stand groves
dedicated to village deities, Thakur Deo, Mati Mai,
or Bhumka Dev, where offerings are made
beneath sal and mahua trees. Among the tribal
communities of Bastar, the forest itself is the
temple, and the rituals of sowing and harvest are
acts of devotion. The Dandami Maria and Muria
tribes perform dances like the Gaur and Gendi
during festivals, draped in feathers and bells, their
swaying and rhythmic movements imitating the
animals they revere. The celebration of Bastar
Dussehra, spanning seventy-five days, is one of
the longest in the world, not for a god’s victory
but as homage to the goddess Danteshwari, the
presiding spirit of the land. This integration of
faith, nature, and community defines
Chhattisgarh’s character, reflecting not only its
customs but also its cuisine.

Chhattisgarh’s food is an echo of its geogra-
phy, simple, balanced, and deeply rooted in agri-
cultural abundance. The state is often called the
“Rice Bowl of India,” and rightly so. From paddy
fields stretching across Raipur and Bilaspur to
the rain-fed terraces of Bastar, bhat (rice) is both
sustenance and symbol. Meals revolve around
grains and greens, complemented by pulses,
forest produce, and fermented delicacies. The
aroma of freshly steamed bhat mingles with the
tang of imli (tamarind) and the unique flavor of
til (sesame) in kitchens that
blend tribal wisdom with rural
inventiveness. Ingredients are
used whole, ensuring nothing is
wasted, and flavour is built
through slow roasting, sun-
drying, or stone-grinding. Food
here nourishes not just the body
but also the bond between land
and community.

At the heart of a Chhattisgarhi
thali lies bhat, served with dal
(lentils), sabzi (vegetables), and
sides of seasonal produce.
Among the most cherished
staples is chana samosa bhaji,
where spicy chickpeas accompa-

ny crisp
fried pas-
! tries, a
/ popular
breakfast in
/ the Raipur
/ and Bilaspur
~ areas. Equally
_~ loved is faraa, a
steamed chawal
(rice)-flour dumpling
stuffed with splced dal or vegetables, often com-
pared to momo yet uniquely local in flavour.
During summer, bore basi offers relief from the
heat as a cool refreshment. Another summer
variant is a dish made with bhat that is soaked
overnight in water and eaten cold with salt,
pyaaz (onion), and sometimes mattha (butter-
milk). It is simplicity itself, dishes that speak of
thrift and rural wisdom. Angakar roti, made from
coarse chawal flour or jowar (sorghum) and
cooked on a tawa (griddle) or roasted over
embers, pairs well with badi chutney, a paste of
sun-dried lentil cakes crushed with lehsun
(garlic) and mirch (chilli). The result is earthy,
smoky, and deeply satisfying.

In the tribal belts of Bastar and Dantewada,
food becomes an even deeper expression of
identity. Here, mahua flowers represent both sus-
tenance and celebration. Collected at dawn and
dried under the sun, they are used to make
mahua liquor, an amber drink for ritual and gath-
ering, and mahua ladoo sweetened with gur for
festive offerings. Forest produce such as bamboo
shoots, red ants, tendu leaves, imli, and mush-
rooms also find their way into daily meals.
Bamboo shoot curry, known as korma bans, uses
tender shoots boiled to remove bitterness,
then cooked with pyaaz, lehsun, and sarson
(mustard seeds). Chapda chutney, or red ant
chutney, remains the state’s most distinctive del-
icacy. Ants and their eggs are crushed with salt,
mirch, and dhaniya (coriander) to yield a fiery
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paste believed to strengthen
immunity. Along the rivers of Bastar and Bilaspur,
sukha machhli (dried fish curry) simmers in
sarson tel (mustard oil) with imli, lehsun, and
mirch, its tangy, smoky flavour recalling evenings
when families gather on mud floors as the
monsoon rains fall outside. In forest villages,
meat is dominant due to the local wildlife. Bhunja
maans (roasted meat) begins with goat or wild
boar and is marinated in crushed lehsun, mirch,
and dhaniya, then roasted slowly over open
flame until its edges char and glisten. A local
favorite, itsaroma mingles with the scent of sal
wood and damp earth.

Closer to the plains, the art of slow cooking finds
its way into Kosha chicken, a stew gently sim-
mered in sarson tel with jeera (cumin), dhaniya,
pyaaz, and a hint of haldi (turmeric). Cooked for
hours in iron pots, the meat softens into a dark,
rich gravy that accompanies bhat or eaten with
angakar roti. Sawji mutton, slow-cooked with kali
mirch (black pepper) and tel (oil) in clay pots,
carries a similar depth of flavour, and is relished
for its depth of taste and nutritional value.
Together these dishes form a living knowledge
system, where flavour, patience, and nourishment
coexist. They reflect the history of the land’s tra-
dition of sustenance shaped by the forests and the
rivers, by the hands that gather, roast, and share,
reminding every diner that in Chhattisgarh, food
is both survival and celebration.

Vegetarian preparations dominate the central
plains, reflecting the agrarian rhythm of life.
Among the most beloved is bafauri, made from
steamed besan (gram flour) dumplings lightly
tossed in sarson tel (mustard oil). Its gentle spice
and soft texture embody Chhattisgarh’s instinct
for balance, where health and taste coexist.
Aamat, a tangy stew of imli and fermented rice
water, turns humble vegetables into comfort.
Simmered slowly until the broth thickens, it is
an ideal accompaniment with bhat and eaten
warm at dusk. These dishes, paired with badi
chutney or angakar roti, capture
the soul of the land, modest yet
nourishing. Every household
guards its balance of flavours: salt
drawn from local wells, mirch
sun-dried on the terrace, and tel
pressed from sarson grown in the
backyard. Pickles of kathal (jack-
fruit), aam (mango), or nimbu
(lime) add a sharp, spicy edge
that keeps the palate alive special-
ly through lean seasons.

Festivals transform food into
celebration. During hareli, which
marks the greening of fields,
women decorate farm tools with
neem leaves and prepare cheela,

thin savoury pancakes of chawal
and urad dal, served with
dhaniya or til chutney. Elders
still recall how cheela was
once cooked on sal leaves
placed over an earthen
griddle, its edges curling in

the monsoon breeze while
children waited nearby.
Teeja celebrates the union of
Lord Shiva and Parvati with
songs and feasts, while pola,
the bull-worship festival, brings
dishes like kodo khichdi and urad
dal pakodi to village tables. The tribal

festival of Madai, held after harvest, fea-
tures communal cooking where grains and
forest meat are shared in open courtyards to the
beat of the madar drum. Sweets like dehrori,
made of chawal and dahi (curd) batter fried and
dipped in sugar syrup, and anarsa, chawal-flour
discs studded with til, accompany rituals and
fairs. In every season, food acts as a bridge
between human labour and divine gratitude,
between the soil tilled and the harvest reaped.

In modern times, Raipur and Bilaspur have
begun to reinterpret the past. Local chefs serve
faraa with spiced dips, bamboo shoot risotto, or
millet ladoos infused with gur and ghee.
Restaurants craft handia mocktails inspired by
tribal fermentation, while bakeries use mahua
honey and sal seeds in desserts. What was once
confined to rural kitchens now finds a place in
city cafés and boutique menus. Yet the essence
remains unchanged. The slow simmering of dal,
the use of sarson tel, and the gentle roasting of
spices on iron pans remind diners that moder-
nity need not erase memory. Chhattisgarh’s
cuisine evolves not by forgetting its roots but by
reinterpreting them.

Beneath this diversity lies a quiet philosophy
of nourishment and sustainability. Cooking here
respects the cycles of nature. Ingredients are sea-
sonal, portions modest, and waste minimal.
Fermentation, drying, and smoking are not new
trends but ancient sciences ensuring nutrition and
preservation. The state’s focus on millets such as
kodo, kutki, and ragi revives crops suited to dry
soils and low water, aligning ancestral wisdom
with modern ecological needs. Forest produce
sustains local economies, with women’s coop-
eratives bottling pickles, spice powders, and
mahua sweets that carry traditional knowledge
into contemporary markets. Government initia-
tives like the Millet Mission and regional food fes-
tivals now celebrate these practices, turning
humble ingredients into symbols of pride.

Preserving this culinary heritage is not merely
about recording recipes. It is about safeguard-
ing an inheritance. The grinding of dal on stone,
the fermentation of chawal in clay pots, and the
offering of the first harvest to deities are acts of
reverence that connect generations. As urban-
isation accelerates and packaged food replaces
hand-ground flour, Chhattisgarh’s kitchens
stand as repositories of ecological intelligence.
They remind us that sustainability is not inno-
vation but inheritance. The task is to keep that
inheritance alive by cooking, sharing, and teach-
ing. For in every grain of bhat lies a story of
patience, in every ladle of curry a fragment of
history, and in every meal, a quiet sense of
belonging. Chhattisgarh’s food, like its people,
embodies quiet strength and enduring grace. It
teaches that simplicity need not mean scarcity,
that flavour can coexist with balance, and that
culture endures not only in ritual but in the art
of nourishment. To eat from this land is to taste
centuries of wisdom shaped by forest, field, and
faith, a tradition that lingers long after the meal
has ended.

(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)
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Crochet becomes power for local women

MONIKA MALIK

Development from TERI School of

forward. That gave me strength.”

work.” The initiative has not only

“Earlier I used to sitidle at home, doing

How a Young Woman'’s Crocheting Initiative is Weaving
Empowerment in a Himalayan Village

»u

homage to the region’s “ghasiyaris”, the

Nestled amid the whispering pines and
mist-kissed hills of Pangot, a quiet village
near Nainital, something beautiful is
taking shape — notjustin the form of del-
icate crochet patterns, but in the
renewed confidence of the women who
create them. Here, threads are not just
intertwined into yarn but into dreams,
dignity, and independence — all thanks
to the vision of a 29-year-old Ridhi.

What began as a humble idea in a
schoolgirl’s mind has today grown into
‘Baini’ — a grassroots enterprise trans-
forming lives, one crochet stitch at a time.
The name Baini, which means “sister” in
Kumaoni, embodies the warmth, unity,
and shared purpose of the women who
are part of this movement.

“l was born and brought up in
Nainital,” Ridhi recalls, her voice reflect-
ing both nostalgia and determination.
“Even as a student, | often saw women
in the mountains carrying bundles of
grass and firewood from forests. |
wanted them to have home-based
livelihood opportunities
because they don’t have the
luxury of time to
work outside.”

Years later,
after complet-
ing her

Master’s in
Sustainable

Advanced Studies (TERI SAS), Ridhi found
herself working a 9-to-5 job — until a
new creative pursuit unexpectedly
changed her course. “I picked up cro-
cheting as a side hobby during my job
— a craft I learned from my mother
around that time,” she recalls. “When
my friends began showing interest
in the products I made, I realised
it could become more than
just a pastime.”

In 2022, armed with yarn,
hooks, and hope, Ridhi left
behind the city and
moved to Pangot. There,
she began teaching
crochet to a small
group of local
women. “Initially,
people were scepti-
cal. Some girls were
hesitant to join
because they
didn’t understand
what I was trying
to do,” she says.
“But when they
saw others
earning and
enjoying the
craft, they
came

Today, Baini has blossomed into a
vibrant collective. Women artisans,
many of whom had never worked for an
income before, now earn between
2,000 and 7,000 a month — creating
intricate crochet products ranging from
earrings, flowers, and toys to bags and
sweaters. The group has its own
retail outlet in Pangot and sup-
plies products to cafés and
stores in Nainital, Bhimtal, and
nearby towns.

1 Every crochet loop, every
’ handmade petal tells a story -
! of resilience, patience, and
purpose. Ridhi has personal-
ly trained each artisan,
ensuring not just skill-
building but confi-
dence-building too.
“I've taught crochet
to all the girls
myself,” she says
with quiet pride.
“Currently, we're
training 15 more
women in col-
laboration with
Green Hub and
Royal Enfield.
The idea is to
make sure no
woman feels
she has to
W leave her
home or
v1llage to

brought financial independence but
also emotional strength to these women
—aquiet revolution of self-belief unfold-
ing one loop at a time. Many of them say
that Baini has changed their lives, allow-
ing them to step out of their homes,
meet new people, and discover their
own worth.

Neha, who has been associated with
Baini for three years now, was visibly shy
when she first joined. Having learned cro-
cheting directly from Ridhi didi, she now
confidently makes earrings, toys, gloves,
and much more — all while managing
her household work. “I am happy to be
a partof Baini,” she says with a smile that
reflects pride as much as gratitude.

Another young woman, who was
earlier confined within the four walls of
her home, shared how her association
with Baini transformed her world. “We
were not allowed to go out of our house
much,” she said softly. “Now I am able
to meet my own expenses. | felt a dif-
ferent kind of association after joining
Baini. | got new employment, and now
I can support myself — something that
wasn’t possible earlier. At home, we are
treated differently now, and I even get
to visit new places,” adds another.

Then there is Divya, who has
been with Baini for four
years. Her journey mirrors
the transformative
power of this
initiative.

nothing and just passing time,” she says.
“But after joining Baini, I can work
from home, earn some money, and I feel
so happy and lucky to be part of it. I've
learned so much here and gained con-
fidence to step out.”
Their stories — humble yet powerful
- mirror the transformative essence of
Baini. Each woman, through her craft,
is weaving her own narrative of self-
reliance and pride. What began as
Ridhi’s individual dream has now
become a collective tapestry of empow-
erment, where every thread represents
awoman’s newfound purpose. Running
a business in a remote Himalayan
village wasn’t easy. “Being a first-gener-
ation woman entrepreneur, | had little
understanding of how a business runs.
It was a very hands-on learning process,”
Ridhi admits. “But I've also had immense
support - from people who believed in
me, from customers who appreciated
our work, and from the girls whose
enthusiasm kept the initiative alive.” The
visual identity of Baini — a Kumaoni
woman gazing through a wooden
window frame

—pays

grass-cutting women whose strength
inspired Ridhi’s mission. Each product,
crafted with care and creativity, reflects
a fusion of tradition and modern design
— much like the women behind them,
blending heritage with hope.

The growing popularity of Baini has
taken the products beyond the hills.
They are now showcased in exhibitions,
featured in local stores, and sold online
through Baini Uttarakhand’s Instagram
page (@bainiuttarakhand), also Delhi.
Plans are also underway to expand
further into Dehradun and other areas
— taking the story of Uttarakhand’s
women to new markets.

Ridhi’s initiative is a reminder that
empowerment doesn’t always begin
with grand revolutions — sometimes, it
begins with a single thread. Her journey
beautifully captures how an idea, when
nurtured with compassion and purpose,
canripple through lives like a handwo-
ven pattern, adding warmth to every
heart it touches.

“I believe when you teach a woman
a skill,” Ridhi says, “you don’t just give
her livelihood — you give her freedom.
And when that happens, the entire
community changes.” In Pangot, that
change is visible — in the laughter of

women who once carried only
bundles of wood but now carry
dreams; in the colourful threads
dancing between their fingers; in

every handmade flower bloom-
ing not just on crochet hooks,
but in lives. From a single
girl’'s dream to a sisterhood of
strength, Baini is proof that
when women weave together,
they don’t just make crafts —
they craft a future.

(The writer is Chief Reporter with
The Pioneer, Chandigarh)
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“REMEMBER, LIFE IS SHORT. WHILE
YOU ARE ON EARTH, DO SOME GOOD
WORK, BRING HAPPINESS, AND TURN

TEARS INTO SMILES”
— SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR
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Kashmir as the cradle of highest knowledge

The beauty of Kashmiri Shaivism is, it talks about the formless God, who is omnipresent, who is the light,
who is present within you. How do you do that? Look at the breath, look at the blue sky

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

When we know more about who we are, and
take pride in our past, it inculcates a sense of
responsibility and ownership towards our cul-
tural roots, language, music, food, and knowl-
edge systems. India is blessed with a vast her-
itage of spiritual literature, and Kashmir has been
one of its finest centres.

Kashmiri Shaivism carries within it the essence
of all great traditions. Hinduism, Jainism, Islam,
and Buddhism all find resonance here. Texts like
Vigyan Bhairav and Parah Praveshika, authored
by Abhinav Gupta, were born and preserved in
this land. This knowledge belongs to the world.

One of the most profound gifts from

Kashmir is Vigyan Bhairav

If you are well-versed with texts like Vigyan
Bhairav from Kashmiri Shaivism, you’ll know
meditation is not foreign to Kashmir. Meditation
is Kashmir’s own heritage, and it has nothing to
do with religious beliefs.

“Ankhon me jag chavi dhundlai, vishayon ki
pakar na reh pai, man ne urdhvagati pai, para
devi prakat hui, param anubhuti wahan pai.”

(The visions of the world faded from the eyes;
the grip of the senses loosened; the mind
began to rise upward; the Para Devi revealed
herself; and there, the supreme experience
unfolded.)

This is the knowledge of Vigyan Bhairav, the
science of consciousness, and it comes from
Kashmir. Such high wisdom has existed here, yet
even today very few people in the country know
about it. Somewhere, once, these verses were
inscribed on stone. Such depth is the heritage
of Kashmir, unparalleled anywhere else in the
world, and even within Kashmir, only a few are
aware of it.

Spandakarika: The Pulse of Creation

Among the most fascinating texts is the
Spandakarika, which speaks about the pulsation
of creation itself. Recently, while travelling, | met
a few scientists. When I mentioned Spandakarika,
they were astonished. They said this is exactly
what modern physics is speaking about today.

It says that the entire universe is nothing but
vibration. We usually imagine that God must be
some special vibration and we are all ordinary
vibrations. But the truth is the opposite. God is
the common vibration, the Self. All that we see
as objects and people are the special vibrations.
Such profound knowledge has arisen from
Kashmir.

The Vision of Rishi Kashyapa

From this land came the honourable Rishi
Kashyapa. Who is Kashyapa? One who can truly
see. Seeing the common things that everyone
sees is no big deal. But perceiving what others
cannot see, that capacity is Kashyapa. We get lost
in the scenery and forget the seer. We get lost
in our roles and forget who is playing them.

If someone abuses you or calls you a monkey,
see how angry you become. We get carried away
by small things, by mere words. If you could only
become a witness to them and say to yourself,
“Why should I be distracted? There is no short-

“SHIVAIS
BEYOND THE
THREE STATES OF
WAKING, SLEEPING,
AND DREAMING.
THE ONE WHO
SEES THIS BECOMES
A RISHI, A SAINT,
ONE WHO HAS
REALISED THE
LIGHT”
- GURUDEV

age of fools in this world,” you would rise above
it. The moment you see that the words are
outside and you are the one behind them, trans-
formation begins. A new world opens.

Kashyapa lived with this awareness. He was
happy because he was conscious. Kashyapa is
notonly a person but also a position, an upadhi,
forone who is always aware. He sees ignorance,
and he also sees the wound behind someone’s
sadness. One who can see beyond words and
behaviour, into the mind and heart, is Kashyapa.

Kashmir valued such knowledge systems for
ages. Even the Natya Shastra (Science of dance),
Paak Shastra (Science of cooking), and many
scriptures on governance and arts came from this
land. Much of it is lost today.

There is a story.

A king once wanted the strongest chest with
alock nobody could open. The craftsman made
a perfectlock and only one key. One day the king
lost that key. All locksmiths tried and failed.
Finally, the one who made it was called. He wept,
unable to open what he himself had created.

Some people can create, but cannot maintain
or transform. Nuclear scientists, for example,

have created nuclear weapons, but they must
also maintain secrecy. Nuclear power can make
bombs, but it can also generate energy or
clean water. Only a conscious person knows how
to use anything for the benefit of society. Even
a knife is not sinful. It is the awareness with which
you use it that matters. Such awareness is
Kashyapa.

This is Kashmir, the land of great vision, of
large-hearted people who embraced languages
and cultures from everywhere: Persian, Arabic,
and many others. They never turned anyone
away. Over time, much of this heritage has been
forgotten, but its essence is still vibrant.

The Spirit of Kashmiri Shaivism

Diversity of faith is the pride of this world. We
do not need to fight over it. All paths lead towards
the same Light. Kashmiri Shaivism speaks of this
unity of consciousness. It does not give exces-
sive prominence to rituals. Rituals are merely the
beginning, like something for children.

What is puja? God has given us everything, and
in puja we return it. The Divine worships you in
countless forms. When you offer everything back,

-
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that is puja. The word ‘puja’ means that which
is born of fullness. When you feel grateful for
everything nature has provided and bring that
gratitude to your awareness, that is worship.

The sun and moon are given to you by God.
In the morning, you light a lamp and perform
aarti, saying, “May my life revolve around you.”
Similarly, in Kashmir, they welcome you with
loban; the fragrance doesn’t just stay in one place,
it spreads, and so should our love.

The beauty of Kashmiri Shaivism is, it talks
about the formless God, who is omnipresent,
who is the light, who is present within you. How
do you do that? Look at the breath, look at the
blue sky. That is why Islam has been accepted
here very easily. That is why Islam found such
easy acceptance here. In Shaivism, too, the sky
is Shiva, one who is formless and infinite. Shiva
is the one who is everywhere.

The Light Within

What is the crown of Shiva? The moon. The moon
holds greatimportance in Kashmiri Shaivism, just
as it does in Islam. Also addressed as
Chandrachur or Chandramouli, Shiva is the

L N N N N N N N N S

Kabir Bedi’'s reading enchants the crowd
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DIVERSITY OF FAITH IS THE PRIDE
OF THIS WORLD. WE DO NOT NEED
TO FIGHT OVER IT. ALL PATHS LEAD

TOWARDS THE SAME LIGHT.
KASHMIRI SHAIVISM SPEAKS
OF THIS UNITY OF
CONSCIOUSNESS. IT DOES NOT
GIVE EXCESSIVE PROMINENCE TO
RITUALS. RITUALS ARE MERELY
THE BEGINNING, LIKE SOMETHING
FOR CHILDREN.

mind of the universe, the formless One. This
entire creation is His body. When we worship
Shiva, we see that He has no beginning and no
end, like the sky. Such is the description of Allah
as well. Shiva is beyond the three states of
waking, sleeping, and dreaming. The one who
sees this becomes a Rishi, a saint, one who has
realised the Light.

To know this Light, we must ask: Who am 1?
Are you the body? Look at your childhood
photo. The body has changed. The mind also
changes through the day and seasons. Thoughts
and feelings keep changing. So who are you
behind all this? This journey is essential.

It is said that Saraswati resides in Kashmir.
Knowledge has flowed from Kashmir. In schools,
the prayer used to be: “O Goddess from Kashmir,
grant us intellect and knowledge.”

This is the secret of Kashmir. Connect with the
Light. Then no one will feel alien. Everyone will
be yours. The whole world will be yours.

SAKSHI PRIYA

What happens when a story
leaps off the page and takes
shape in the room? At the
launch of Tara-The Dream
Chaser at Bikaner House,
New Delhi, actor Kabir
Bedi’s expressive reading
did precisely that. His voice
captured Tara’s courage,
longing, and defiance,
drawing the audience into
a world of desire, freedom,
and destiny

What does it take to
reclaim a life that was never
yours to live? Can love,
freedom, and ambition
coexist without compro-
mise? These questions
pulse at the heart of Nelofar
Currimbhoy’s Tara-The
Dream Chaser.

Tara’s life is royal, yet con-
strained. Raised under the
shadow of a neglectful father

and a controlling mother,
she learns that love is fleet-
ing and autonomy elusive.
Her escape from a stifling
marriage becomes an asser-
tion of self. In Mumbai, she
meets Kabir, a perceptive
photographer who sees
beyond her carefully con-
structed walls, helping her
rediscover life, hope, and
the possibility of love. When
Vivan Mehta, a magnetic
Bollywood star, enters her
world, desire, ambition, and
temptation collide. Tara
must navigate loyalty,
passion, and selfhood under
the weight of familial and
societal expectations.

The novel was unveiled at
Bikaner House, where Bedi’s
reading brought it vividly to
life. An engaging conversa-
tion with Currimbhoy
revealed her inspirations,
while an audio-visual presen-

NELOFAR
Ll IMBHOY

ATrH, GF FLANE

tation highlighted her evolu-
tion as a writer. Currimbhoy,
President of the Shahnaz
Husain Group, is celebrated
for lyrical prose and reflec-
tions on the human condi-
tion. Praised by Muzaffar Ali
as “an unforgettable read
with cinematic depth,” and
Vinita Dawra Nangia for cap-
turing yearning and human

connection, his story invites
readers on a journey where
courage, love, and self-liber-
ation collide. By the final
page, closing it makes you
question the limits of your
own desires. It compels
reflection on the choices you
make, the freedoms you take
for granted, and the life you
dare to imagine.

A delightful tr1p down memory lane

TEAM AGENDA

On lazy Sunday afternoons,
one might imagine sitting
cross-legged on the floor, lis-
tening to a grandmother
spin tales while chopping
vegetables. That is precisely
the atmosphere evoked by
Tales Between Taste by
Karan Puri. The book strikes
a remarkable chord of nos-
talgia, unexpectedly trans-
porting readers to the
warmth of childhood recol-
lections. This collection of
ten short stories is, at its core,
a literary embrace. Puri
demonstrates an extraordi-
nary ability to weave togeth-
er food, fantasy, and friend-
ship in a manner that is
seamless and never con-
trived. Each story stands
independently, yet together
they create arich, intercon-
nected experience, evoking
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Book: Tales Between Taste
Author: Karan Puri
Publisher: Treeshade Books
Price:3295/-

the enchantment that
inspires a love for reading.
For children, the book
offers irresistible adventures,
compelling them to engage
fully with each tale. Yet it is
equally resonant for adults,
especially those navigating
the pressures of modern life,

offerlng a reminder of the
small joys of believing in
magic. Rooted in historical
fiction, the collection cap-
tures both the texture of
the past and the lived expe-
rience within it. Its distinc-
tion lies not in imperial
chronicles or grand wars, but
in the everyday lives of vil-
lagers, cooks, milkmen,
potters, and schoolboys in
colonial and pre-indepen-
dence India. This intimate,
ground-level perspective
lends the stories authentic-
ity and emotional weight;
while modest in length, their
impact is significant.

One of the collection’s
most striking features is the
centrality of food as a narra-
tive device. Meals are not
merely described but
enacted, imbued with sym-
bolism and cultural reso-
nance. A grinding stone sig-

nifies generational continu-
ity, a chutney song becomes
a diasporic anthem, and
even feeding elephants is
depicted as a sacred, cere-
monial act. These culinary
elements carry layers of
meaning, reflecting
economy, gender dynam-
ics, resistance, and longing.

The prose moves effort-
lessly between fable, folk-
lore, memoir, and magic,
blending humour and
melancholy. One moment,
readers laugh at a boy’s
mango-slingshot mishap;
the next, they hold their
breath as he is drawn into a
secret network. Everyday
objects — chapatis, neem
trees, peepal leaves — carry
emotional and historical
weight. Tales Between Taste
succeeds with warmth, intel-
ligence, and a reverence for
the ordinary.

born from Bihar’s soil

LIPIKA BHUSHAN

The most transformative stories of
Bharat don’t unfold in Delhi’s power cor-
ridors but in the industrious heart-
lands of India. As Bihar moves from polit-
ical rhetoric and electoral promises
towards electing its state government,
The SIS Story by Prince Mathews Thomas
on Security and Intelligence Services (SIS)
and its founder, RK Sinha, is an inspir-
ing account emerging from the state of
India’s entrepreneurial spirit long before
the phrase “Make in India” was coined.

The book celebrates how vision, dis-
cipline, and relentless effort can turn a
Patna-based security start-up into a
multinational leader, making it stand tall
as one of the few listed companies from
Bihar, as also remarked by SEBI chair-
man UK Sinha.

The SIS Story is not just a business
biography that celebrates the journey
of RK Sinha, a journalist turned entrepre-
neur, who, inspired by the popular
socialist leader Jayaprakash Narayan,
founded the Security and Intelligence
Services group in 1974 with the intent to
provide employment to ex-servicemen
and youth from Bihar, but is also a feat
of immense symbolic
and economic impor-
tance, highlighting how
RK Sinha and his son,
Rituraj, managed to build
acompany that not only
created wealth but trans-
formed millions of lives
through employment.
What began as a modest
security services firm has
now evolved into a
global conglomerate
with operations span-
ning Asia-Pacific,
Australia, and New Zealand. The book
allows readers to trace not only the
company’s growth but also the moral
and cultural ethos that underpins it.

The first part of the book chronicles
RK Sinha’s journey from humble begin-
nings to pioneering technology and
modern managementin a Bihar-based
firm in the early 1990s. He represents a
man ahead of his time, deeply rooted in
Indian values, whose “founder’s mental-
ity,” as Thomas shares in the book,

HOW AN ACCIDENTAL
ENTREPRENELR FROM
BIHAR BUILT A

. GLOBAL SERVICES
CONGLOMERATE

PRINCE MATHEIWS THOMAS =

A legacy of grit, vision and transformation
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SIS growing from a regional player to a
national brand vividly, often fending off
multinational rivals like Group 4 and
Securicor with sheer ingenuity and
relationships.

The passing on of the baton to Rituraj
Sinha marks the book’s second act.
Rituraj infused technology, manage-
ment systems, and strategic partner-
ships. The “Seven Finger Model”-a per-
formance matrix devised mid-air on a
flight — became a defining management
innovation, quantifying growth and
efficiency. When SIS later sought capital,
this professionalism paid off.

The 2008 acquisition of Chubb’s
Australian operations, a company seven
times SIS’s size and a deal far riskier than
Tata Steel’s Corus acquisition, is narrat-
ed like a corporate thriller, redefining the
narrative around Indian firms buying
and turning around Western companies.

Subsequent chapters capture SIS’s
diversification into cash logistics, facil-
ity management, and tech-led services.

LIPIKA BHUSHAN
Founder of MarketMyBook

Title: The Sis Story

Author: Prince Mathews Thomas
MRP: 3478

Publisher: Harper Fiction, 2025

revolves around the
three principles of own-
ership, challenging the
status quo, and frontline
obsession.

The most moving por-
tions are those where
the company’s culture is
built from the ground
up. RK realised early
that his “product” was
the guard himself. The
“boot camp” system for
training recruits in Bihar
became a model of skill development
decades before “Skill India” entered the
national vocabulary. His insistence on
grooming raw youth into disciplined
professionals gave SIS both scale and
soul. As India liberalised, RK helped
shape an entire industry. The formation
of the International Institute of Security
and Safety Management (IISSM) and the
ASIS chapter in India gave the private
security sector its first professional
platform. Thomas paints these years of

Rituraj’s focus on data-driven leadership,
the creation of OneSIS and VProtect plat-
forms, and his vision for a professional-
ly run conglomerate underline how the
company continues to evolve.

Prince Mathews Thomas, quite like his
biography on Ratan Tata, avoids corpo-
rate jargon and instead humanises the
story with anecdotes. Quite true to his
style, Thomas brings both clarity and
empathy to this narrative, showing
how SIS’s journey mirrors the aspirations
of middle India.

At atime when Bihar’s headlines are
dominated by politics and migration,
The SIS Story offers a counter-narrative
of success born from the same soil. It is
a tribute to self-belief and institutional
thinking, a reminder that transformative
enterprises can emerge from anywhere
if led with purpose. R.K. Sinha’s journey
from Patna to a global boardroom
embodies what “Make in India” truly
stands for: building with integrity,
employing with compassion, and
expanding with vision.

It is not just the story of a company;
itis the story of Bharat’s quiet revolution.

(A senior publishing professional, Lipika Bhushan
is the host of ThelndicPen podcast and founder of
MarketMyBook. She tweets @LipikaB)



