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Kharge
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AMIT SHAH TARGETS
LALU’S FAMILY

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday unleashed a
no-holds-barred attack on
the family of RJD supremo
Lalu Prasad, claiming that
his son Tejashwi Yadav's
“favourite” CM is MK Stalin,
whose party DMK “insults
Biharis by comparing them
with bidis”.
He also accused Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi and
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of
maintaining silence over
repeated attacks by
Pakistani terrorists during
the UPA regime and claimed
that “they did not have the
courage to retaliate or even
issue a statement against
terrorism”.
“Someone asked Lalu’s son
— who is his favourite CM?
He said DMK'’s (MK) Stalin,
who is Tamil Nadu’s CM. Do
you know who he is? | will
give his (Stalin’s)
introduction. His party
compares Biharis with
‘Bidis’. His party insults
Biharis and disgraces them.
Tejashwi’s favourite is this
CM,” Shah claimed at a
Bhagalpur rally.
The BJP leader also alleged
that Stalin’s party “insults
Sanatan Dharma, opposes
creation of Ram Temple”.
FULL REPORT ON P5

e ByStander

PLEASE TIGHTEN
YOUR SEATBELTS

It sounds both mysterious and
mystifying. Here is a company
that controls more than 60 per
cent of the domestic market
share. There are agonised
postings on social media of
how it charges sky-high rates
for some simple services,
possibly due to its near-
monopoly status. How can
such a company incur huge
quarterly losses regularly? Yes,
we are talking about IndiGo,
“India’s largest and most
preferred passenger airline,
and among the fastest-
growing airlines in the world.”
In Q2-FY26 (July-September),
itincurred a net loss of more
than " 2,500 crore, which was
more than two-and-a-half
times the loss figure (just
under " 1,000 crore) in
Q2-FY25.

FULL REPORT ON P10

WORLD LEADERS
GATHER IN BRAZIL

As world leaders head to a
second day of climate talks
being hosted in Brazil, a major
proposal to protect tropical
forests worldwide is sure to be a
major topic of discussion.
Brazil's President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva on Thursday sought
to mobilise funding to halt the
ongoing destruction of tropical
rainforests and advance the
many unmet promises made at
previous summits. He's
proposing a fund called the
Tropical Forests Forever Facility
that would pay 74 developing
countries to keep their trees
standing, using loans from
wealthier nations and
commercial investors. Financed
by interest-bearing debt instead
of donations, it aims to make it
more lucrative for govemments
to keep their trees rather than
cut them down.

FULL REPORT ON P12
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IGIA crippled: 1,000 fllghts delayed after technical snag

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

Flight operations at Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) were disrupted
following a technical faultin
the Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS),
which facilitates data
exchange for Air Traffic
Control (ATC).

All airline operations at the
airport have been affected,
and authorities are working to
resolve the issue. As many as
1,000 domestic and interna-
tional flights have been
delayed so far. At least 20
flights have been cancelled.
The Mumbai airport also
issued a statement announc-
ing that its air traffic was
impacted due to the malfunc-
tion. The slowdown began
showing network-wide effects
from Thursday afternoon.

According to the flight-
tracking website
Flightradar24, 513 flights were
delayed on Thursday alone,
and over 500 flights have
faced delays since Friday
morning.

IGl Airport, India’s busiest,
handles over 1,500 flight
movements daily. “The issue
began on Thursday after-
noon at around 3 pm. It has
prevented air traffic con-
trollers (ATCOs) from receiv-
ing flight plans automatical-
ly on their screens,” said one
official familiar with the
matter.

Following the disruption,
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) in the evening said the
technical issue in the air traffic
control’s Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS) that
had caused flight delays at the
Delhi airport has been

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi

In an obvious reference to
Congress, which was leading
the freedom struggle
movement, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
mentioned that important
stanzas of “Vande Mataram”
were tampered with in the
year 1937, affecting the soul of
India’s national song.

“In 1937, significant verses
of ‘Vande Mataram’ —its very
soul — were separated. The
song was fragmented. The
division of stanzas sowed the
seeds of the country’s parti-
tion,” Modi stated after inau-
gurating the year-long com-
memoration of “Vande
Mataram” to mark 150 years
of the national song.

The Prime Minister
questioned why such injustice
was done to this great nation-
al mantra and stressed that
today’s generation must
understand this history. He
warned that the same divisive
mindset continues to pose a
challenge to the nation even
today. On the occasion, Modi
also released a commemora-
tive stamp and coin on the
occasion in the national
Capital. Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekawat,
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,
Vinai Kumar Saxena, Chief
Minister of Delhi, and Rekha
Gupta were present among
other dignitaries at the event.

Addressing another criti-
cal aspect related to Vande
Mataram song, emphasising
itsimportance, the PM noted
that the spirit of Vande
Mataram had illuminated the
entire nation during the
freedom struggle.

People wait outside the arrivals exit at the Indira Gandhi International (IGl) Airport, in New Delhi, in New DeIh|

LR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R T T T T T

‘Vande Mataram’ stanza removal in
1937 fueled lelSlVe mmdset PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits an exhibition during an event marking
150 years of the national song Vande Mataram at the Indira Gandhi Indoor

(IGl) Stadium in New Delhi

PTI

Emphasising that we as
Indians must make this
century the century of India,
Modi cautioned that on this
journey, we will encounter
those who seek to mislead us
and those with negative
mindsets who attempt to
sow doubt and hesitation.
“At such moments the nation
should recall the episode
from Anandamath, where
Bhavanand sings Vande
Mataram and another
character questions what one
person alone can achieve.
The inspiration from Vande
Mataram then arises-how can
a mother with crores of chil-
dren and crores of hands
ever be powerless?,” the PM
touched the emotional chord
drawn from the moments of
freedom struggle.

Before posing a question,
Modi said Bharat Mata has 140
crores children and 280 crore
hands, with over 60 percent
of them being youth, so
nothing should be truly

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi

Have you ever imagined
what it would be like to get
married at Ghalib’s Haveli or
Dara Shikoh Library at
Kashmeri Gate, or even at the
Red Fort in Delhi, with an
almost royal feel and main
character vibe with the most
hauntingly beautiful back-
drop? In a move that could
redefine Delhi’s cultural land-
scape, the city’s iconic mon-
uments may soon double
up as venues for destination
weddings, concerts, and
global events, as the Rekha
Gupta Government is plan-
ning to open them to a
host of events. Officials say
about 80 monuments may
be chosen for hosting cul-
tural and private events
under a public-private part-
nership model.

Several monuments under

impossible for us today.
“What could possibly stop us
from fulfilling the original
dream of Vande Mataram?
India possesses the world’s
largest demographic advan-
tage, which is the strength of
our nation,” Modi stated.

Describing the collective
singing of Vande Mataram as
a truly sublime experience,
beyond the bounds of expres-
sion, Modi noted that amidst
so many voices, there
emerged a singular rhythm, a
unified tone, a shared thrill,
and a seamless flow.

Recalling Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore’s words
that Bankimchandra’s
Anandamath is not merely a
novel - it is a dream of a free
India, the Prime Minister
emphasised the profound sig-
nificance of Vande Mataram in
Anandamath, noting that
every line, every word, and
every emotion in Bankim
Babu’s composition carries
deep meaning.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New York/Washington

PTI

addressed and that the system

s “up and functional now”. AAI
also said that due to some
backlogs, there may be some
delays in the normal func-
tioning of automated opera-
tions, but the situation will be
normal soon. The State-owned
AAl said the issue was detect-
ed in the IP-based AMSS system
on November 6. AAl said it has
addressed the “technical issue
in the Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS),
which caused delays in pro-
cessing flight plan messages”.

“The OEM (Original
Equipment Manufacturer) was
engaged, and additional staff
were deployed to manually
process Flight Plans for the Air
Traffic Control system to
ensure uninterrupted and safe
air traffic operations immedi-
ately.” A team of ECIL officials
and AAI personnel is still on

site. The AMSS systems are up
and functional now. Due to
some backlogs, there may
be some delays in the normal
functioning of automated
operations, but the situation
will be normal soon,” AAI
said in a poston X at 8:56 pm.
The issue was detected on
November 6, and immedi-
ately, a review meeting was
conducted by the Civil
Aviation Secretary, along with
the AAl Chairman, AAI
Member ANS, and other offi-
cials, and necessary direc-
tions were given to address
the issue, as per the post.

“All airline operations at
Delhi Airport are currently
delayed. Concerned authori-
ties are working to resolve the
issue at the earliest,” Delhi
International Airport Ltd (DIAL),
the airport’s operator, said in
a poston X at 1:42 pm.

Trump says he could travel to India next year

ILLEGAL NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES IN LINE WITH PAK HISTORY: INDIA

emphasising that Pri

a “friend”.

Prime Minister Modi, he’

to a question.

could be, yeah.”

US President Donald Trump said he
could travel to India next year,

Narendra Modi “wants”
while calling him a “great man” and

“He’s (PM Modi) a friend of mine,
and we speak. He wants me to go
there. We’'ll figure that out. I'll go. |
will have a great trip there with

And I'll be going,” Trump said at the
Oval Office on Thursday in response

When asked if he is planning to go
to India next year, Trump said, “It

India will host leaders from
Australia, Japan, and the United States

me Minister
him to visit

s agreat man.

New Delhi: India on Friday noted US
President Donald Trump’s comments
about Pakistan testing nuclear
weapons and said Islamabad’s
“clandestine” nuclear activities were
centred on decades of smuggling,
export control violations, and secret
partnerships.

Last week, Trump named Pakistan
among the countries testing nuclear
weapons. The US president said this to

for the Quad summit in New Delhi
after the 2024 summit was held in
Wilmington, Delaware.
the dates for the summitin India are
yet to be announced.

When asked about Trump’s visit to
India, the Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal in New

justify his administration’s plans to
resume testing of the US's own nuclear
assets after a gap of over three decades.
The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), responding to Trump’s remarks,
said India has always drawn the
international community’s attention to

Pakistan’s nuclear proliferation as well

issue.
However,

have,”

as the activities of AQ Khan, known as
the father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb,
who died in 2021.

Delhi declined to comment on the

“l do not have anything on this to
share. I will let you know when |
Jaiswal said.

Meanwhile, President Trump once
again claimed that India has stopped
buying from Russia.
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RAJESH KUMAR M New Del
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The Supreme Court on Friday
issued directions to curb the
twin public safety crises of
stray dog attacks and
cattle-related road accidents,
ordering that free-ranging
dogs be removed from
schools, hospitals, and other
institutions, and that
highways be cleared of wan-
dering cattle and animals
that have caused rising
numbers of fatal crashes.
Taking note of the alarm-
ing rise in dog-bite cases, the
Supreme Court on Friday
directed all educational insti-
tutions, hospitals, public
sports complexes, bus
stands, and depots to take
immediate steps to fence
their premises adequately to
prevent the entry of stray
dogs. The Court said that
they cannot be released back

Stray dogs seen in the Supreme Court premises in New Delhi

PTI

into the same locations after
sterilisation.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath, Sandeep Mehta, and
NV Anjaria, which is monitor-
ing stray dog-bite incidents

through a suo motu pro-
ceeding, directed the author-
ities to prevent the dogs
from entering the premises
of government and public
institutions.

Stray dogs to be removed from public spaces: SC

® Authorities are directed
to ensure the removal of
all cattle and other stray
animals from State
highways, national
highways, and
expressways

@ All Government and
private hospitals are
directed to maintain a
mandatory stock of
anti-rabies vaccines and
immunoglobulin at

all times

® SC says stray dogs so
picked up shall not be
released back to the same
location from which they
were picked up.

® SC says all highways
and expressways shall
have prominently
displayed helpline
numbers at regular
intervals.
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Delhi plans to turn hlstorlc sites for weddlngs, events

the Delhi Archaeology
Department have been
shortlisted for the initiative.
Mutiny Memorial at Northern
Ridge, built in 1863 to com-
memorate soldiers who died
during the Revolt of 1857, the

Dara Shikoh Library at
Kashmere Gate, once the
residence of Mughal prince
Dara Shikoh and later a
British office, Magbara Paik
near the GTK bus depot, a
Mughal-era tomb believed to

belong to one of the imper-
ial couriers, are some of
these monuments, the
official said.

The tomb in Sadhana
Enclave, a Lodi-period struc-
ture reflecting early Indo-

Islamic architecture, and the
pavilions at Qudsia Garden,
part of an 18th-century
palace complex built by
Qudsia Begum, wife of
Emperor Muhammad Shah,
are in the list of places where
civilian affairs will be con-
summated.

Such sites in Vasant Vihar
as remains of medieval
tombs and walls from the
Lodi and Sayyid periods,
Ghalib Haveli in Chandni
Chowk, the 19th-century
residence of celebrated
Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib,
and the 14th-century Bara
Lao ka Gumbad, a domed
structure believed to have
served as a traveller’s rest
house, too, may grace
wedding parties. The official
said the plan is inits initial
stage, and discussions are
still underway on
implementation and venue
selection.

NHAI launches project at
Subroto Park in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In order to improve traffic
flow and enhance connectiv-
ity between Dhaula Kuan
and Delhi Airport, National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has undertaken
widening of the carriageway
on LHS (towards Gurugram)
from 2-lane to 4-lane at the
Subroto Park Air Force Station
in the national Capital.

The project will help to
remove the traffic bottleneck
on the left side of the road at
the start of the Parade Road
underpass, where traffic
movement is currently
restricted towards Gurugram
from Delhi. At this junction,
the road tapers 2-lane from 4-
lane on LHS due to the pres-
ence of a metro pillar at the
edge of the carriageway. To
create space for road widen-

ing, relocation of the drain,
peripheral road, and building
of the Air Force Station is
being done. The project is
expected to be completed in
about six months, according
to a press release from NHAI.

The project also includes
the construction of a new
Foot Over Bridge (FOB) near
Subroto Park Air Force Station
at the start of the RTR flyover,
for enhancing safety and pro-
viding better connectivity to
pedestrians. Apart from this,
the project will have an
enhanced drainage system
that will help in the efficient
disposal of rain/surface water.

The initiative also focuses
on environmental sustain-
ability, which includes plans
for tree transplantation as
well as deployment of anti-
smoke guns and water sprin-
klers to minimise pollution
during construction.
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Bokaro DC inspects rescue
operations at Damodar River

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bokaro

Arms seized from Saranda encounter

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jamshedpur

Naxal stronghold.

West Singhbhum Superintendent
of Police stated that the anti-Naxal
campaign would continue until the
area is completely free from extrem-
istinfluence. “The recovery of such a
large quantity of weapons and explo-
sives is a clear sign that the security
forces are tightening their grip on
extremist activities in Jharkhand.
Our operations will continue relent-
lessly,” the SP said.

Security forces have intensified
combing operations in the adjoining
areas of Saranda to trace fleeing
extremists and dismantle any
remaining hideouts.

The recovery marks one of the most

In a major breakthrough against
Maoists ultras, a fierce encounter
broke out between a joint team of the
Jharkhand Police and the 209 Cobra
Battalion of the CRPF and Naxalites in
the dense Saranda forest area of West
Singhbhum district. The operation
took place in Kulapu Buru, under the
jurisdiction of Jaraikela Police
Station, where security forces
launched a meticulously planned
anti-Naxal operation based on
intelligence inputs.

During the heavy exchange of fire,
the Naxalites managed to retreat into

Deputy Commissioner Ajay
Nath Jha on Thursday
evening inspected the
search and rescue opera-
tions at the Telmacho
Damodar river on the
Dhanbad-Bokaro border,
where children from
Dhanbad reportedly
drowned while bathing.
He reviewed the situation
with District Disaster

the forest. Following the encounter,
amassive search operation was con-
ducted by the joint team, which led
to the recovery of a large cache of
sophisticated arms, ammunition,
and explosives, along with incriminat-
ing Naxalite materials.

According to police sources, the
seized items include two SLR rifles,

one .303 rifle, 37 live AK-47 cartridges,
78 live SLR cartridges, 130 live .303 car-
tridges, magazines, gelatin explo-
sives weighing over 16 kg, and 13
ready-to-use IEDs with detonators.
The forces also recovered radio sets,
interceptors, laptops, FM radios and
Naxalite literature, indicating the
group’s continued attempts to

regroup in the region.

Senior police officials confirmed
that the seized items highlight the
extensive preparation of the Naxalite
outfit and their ongoing efforts to
disrupt peace in the area.

The operation, however, dealt a
severe blow to their network in the
Saranda region — once considered a

significant seizures in recent months,
underscoring the success of
coordinated intelligence and
joint action between the Jharkhand
Police and CRPF.

Authorities confirmed that further
investigation is underway to identi-
fy the specific Naxalite groups
involved in the encounter.

Management Officer Shakti
Kumar and instructed the
divers, NDRF, police and
local administration to act
swiftly and in coordination.

After continuous efforts,
the rescue team recovered
three more bodies,
bringing the total to four.

Officials are completing
necessary formalities and
extending support to the
bereaved families.
Expressing grief over the
tragedy, DC Jha assured all
possible assistance and
urged citizens to stay
cautious near rivers or
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Deoghar BJP unit
celebrates 150 Years

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Deoghar

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Deoghar District unit
celebrated the 150th
anniversary of the iconic
song Vande Mataram as
per the Centre’s directive.

Following the call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, hundreds gathered
at Veer Kunwar Singh
Chowk under the leader-
ship of District President
Sachin Rawani and sang
the national song in
unison with children
from Saraswati Shishu
Mandir, igniting the flame
of patriotism.

District President Sachin

Rawani said, “Today,
holding the Tricolourin our
hands, the people of
Deoghar collectively sang
Vande Mataram to mark
its 150 glorious years. We
will continue to sing it
in the future too. This pro-
gramme will remain a
continuous tradition.”

Participants waved the
national flag and set a
shining example of devo-
tion to the motherland.

Prominent attendees
included Sanjeev Jajwadiya,
Gauri Shankar Sharma,
Adheer Bhaiya, Nawal Roy,
Rita Chaurasia, Diwakar
Gupta, Sachin Sultaniya,
Vijaya Singh, Mamta Gupta
and many others.

KUMAR PRABHAT
M Dumka

Sido Kanhu Murmu
University has reconstituted
its Academic Council under
the leadership of Vice-
Chancellor Professor Kunul
Kandir. The step has been
taken in accordance with the
powers vested in the Vice-
Chancellor under Section 24
of the Sido Kanhu Murmu
University Act, 2000.
Professor Kunul Kandir will
serve as the Chairperson of
the reconstituted Academic
Council, while the
Pro-Vice-Chancellor and the
Deans of the four faculties —
Commerce, Social Science,
Science and Humanities —
have been included
as members.

The Director of Higher
Education, Government of
Jharkhand, along with the
heads of various postgradu-
ate departments such
as Botany, Chemistry,
Commerce, Economics,
English, Hindi, History,
Mathematics, Philosophy,
Physics, Political Science,
Psychology, Santali and

Zoology, have also been
appointed to the council.
In addition, half of the
principals from the con-
stituent colleges have been
nominated on a rotational
basis. These include
principals from Godda
College, RDBM College
Deoghar, SRT College
Dhamni, SP College Dumka,
Model Colleges at Palojori,
Sugabathan, Dumka and
Rajmahal, as well as Degree
Colleges in Nala, Jarmundi,

Sido Kanhu Murmu University
reconstitutes Academic Council

Madhupur, and Sarath.
Principals from five affiliated
colleges — A.N. College
Dumka, Pathargama College
Godda, Women’s College
Godda, Jagannath Mishra
College Jasidih and
Shikaripara College — have
also been inducted as
members.The Registrar of
the University has been des-
ignated as the Secretary of
the Academic Council.

As per university statutes,

Mahagama, Shikaripara, the

Academic Council is
constituted for a tenure of
three years.

The reconstitution is
viewed as a move towards
strengthening academic
Governance and fostering
quality education within the
university. Under Professor
Kandir’s leadership, the
new council is expected
to promote greater
academic coordination,
policy formulation and cur-
ricular innovation.

ponds and keep children
away from water bodies
without supervision.

The operation is
being monitored by
Additional Collector Md.
Mumtaz Ansari along with
disaster management and
local officials.

Promoting FPOs key
to boosting profit:
Dr Tarachand

BINOD PRASAD
M Lohardaga

Deputy Commissioner
Dr Tarachand emphasised
the importance of
forming Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) to help
vegetable growers secure
better profits. During a
meeting with residents at
the Areya Panchayat
Secretariat in Kisko block on
Thursday, he reviewed local
issues and discussed ways to
strengthen rural livelihoods.
Dr Tarachand noted that a
large number of farmers in
Areya cultivate vegetables
but often fail to get fair prices.
He suggested that by forming

FPOs and marketing their
produce collectively, farmers

could increase their
income significantly.

The DC informed that the
Government provides grants
to FPOs based on their annual
transactions and operational
period, which do not require
repayment. He further
explained that farmers pur-
chasing seeds through
LAMPS/PACS can avail a 50 per
cent subsidy on quality seeds.
Under the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund, they can
also access loans at a six
percent interest rate and
benefit from interest waivers
on timely repayment of Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) loans.

N A s

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, Khunti
(District Social Welfare Office, Khunti)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION. KODERMA
e-Procurement Tender Notice

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION,
HAZARIBAG.

e-Procurement Tender Notice
Tender Reference No. :-

Email: dswo-khunti@jharkhandmail.gov.in
VERY SHORT INVITATION FOR BID

Tender Reference No: - WRD/MID/KODERMA/F2-15/2025-26

Letter no- Date: - 07.11.2025 NIT NO. v o ) Dated: ..coiiiniiciiaiainne WRD/MID/HAZARIBAG/F2-28/2025-26
. eputy Commissioner, Khunti invites Bid for purchase of Winter Uniform (Sweaters) for Letter no - 1075 Date:- 07.11.2025
Deputy C Khunti invites Bid fi h f Winter Uniform (S ters) for AWC
Details of Works:- Going Children (03-06 Years) in the financial year 2025-26 through GeM portal in two parts Part-l Construction of Check Dam on Hathiya
- - (Technical Bid) and Part-1I (Financial Bid) from the eligible Bidders. 1 N fil K .Ch hor Nala Block- Barhi. Distri

Group Scheme Name Estimated Cost Time of Estimated Cost in Rs./- Earnest money to be Time of . ame of the worl ohor Nala Bloc - arhi, [istrict-

No. X (In Lakh) Completion Name of the Work deposited in Rs. Supply of Place of Supply - Hazadbag

11 Months (Refundable Sweaters 2. E§nmatcd Cost (35.) Rs.- 51,98,700.00
I | BEEQEN Al W AHSH B i | 47422 Supply of Winter __61,56,000/- {Sixty One Lakhs Fifty | 1,24,000/- Within 15 days __|All CDPO offices 3. | Time of Completion 11 Months
Uniform (Sweaters)  Six Thousand Only) (One Lakh Twenty from the date of  jof Khunti district. o 20.11.2025 at 1:00 PM
2 Uf¥es He W) UEed & fAEir | 73.809 11 Months to AWC Going four Thousand Only) | award of the 4 Date of Publication of e~ {eProcarement Portal-
3. | araERr A woawds & R 37.145 11 Months Children (03-06 Ke_2% of bhe contract. ) Temdenomwebsis http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
. . i Years estimated Cost. - . A
P—— T R Availability of Bid documents on GeM Portal From -07/11/2025 Last date/Time for
4. . ki Lal I 36.534 11 Months Last date and time for uploading of Tender on GeM 5. | Submission of e-Tender 29.11.2025 up to 5:00 PM
5. | oaIeiE AT W IS 1 P 48.808 11 Months Portal 14/11/2025 1 11:00 am bids Online
= Last date and time for physical submission of the st Date ft li

6. | aRar e w aasy a1 o 51.048 11 Months original Demand Draft towsrds the coet of the bid 4/13/2005 110200 pm ] SUbL“:?;Siﬂ;::eofo% S:i e 29.11.2025 up to 5:00 PM
I. | Date of Publication of e-Tender on Website 14.11.2025 at 3:00 P.M dggggn;,c Earnest Mt;rl'l:cB:r) Deposit (EMD), and samples _— ) and EMD
2. | Last date/Time for Submission of e-Tender bids Online | 27.11.2025 up to 5:00 P.M SLROG e (et N BL T TR 5| Date of opening of ¢ P
3. | Last Date for Online Submission of Tender Fee and EMD | 27.11.2025 up to 5:00 P.M Pre-Bid Meeting Eﬁ‘_[eéﬁnge:i:;ig\:?u be available on NIC Khunti wet 'm:n : T T;;d"’ e _ E - : M_' ; S
4._| Date of opening of e-Tender ?1 ].2‘02515“ 3:00 P-RT Date and time of opening of Bid Part-1 {Technical Bid) At 02:00 PM on 14/11/2025 8 | ™ aviting tender "“C”""1‘_.’)iv';ﬁ;“";;ﬂ;:}ﬁ;;'g“'c'“

—_— xecutive Engineer, Minor Tendering Officer and address for communication District Social Welfare Officer, Khunti Collectorate, Khunti .
5. | Ne & address of offic ting tend i ‘
ame & address of otfice imviting fender Irrigation Division, Koderma 1 Telnderhdocuwint% including terms and conditions, specifications, etc., can be downloaded and submitted - P;i:tr:':;:; STfﬁec-er 06546-270485
3 - online through the GeM Portal. )

6. L.onta_ct no. of e-Procurement officer 9939193214 - — 2. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Samples shall be deposited in the office of the District Social 10 E-mail of e- Procurement eemidhbe-cemr-ihr@nic.in
7. | E-mail of e-Procurement office eemidkod-cemr-jhr@nic.in Welfare Officer, Khunti as per the above schedule. Only those bids will be considered for evaluation whose . officer

Earnest Money Deposit and Samples are received in the office on or before 14/11/2025 up to 11:00 PM.
Deputy Commissioner,
Khunti

Note:- 1), Published Estimated Cost May be Increased or Decreased.
2). Mode of Submission of Online Tender/Tender Fee/EMD Through
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Note: - 1) Only e-Tender will be accepted.

2) Published Estimated Cost May be Increased or Decreased.

3) Mode of Submission of Online Tender/Tender Fee/EMD Through
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Executive Engineer,

PR 365505 Minor Irrigation{25-26)D Minor ]r‘rigation Division,l{oderma.

PR 365544 (Social Welfare,Women and Child Development)25-26"D

Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation Division,
PR.NO.365515 Minor Irrigation(25-26):D Hazaribag.

3ugaa-Ag- foet vttt &1 srate, SR At

go—fHfaeT sz JaAn

(Email ID — tourismkhunti@gmail.com)

(Toren welest, em i, Waegs vd gawwr o)
(31fa srcusmiell= ffagn)

Date-07.11.2025

Jo-fifier W - WRD/MID/MEDININAGAR/F,-17/2025-26

Reeiia 04.11.2025 &1 Jurgad, WL B aegerar ¥ WS Rrerorid WA v qust & weRdd Bid ; A :
_ : _ Estimated Costof | Timeof gHid— 474 AR, RAie— 07 /11 /2025
W—Gﬁ.“ﬂg H YW Hell b AR SN @ Pd A A ueR & e %"W/éf/? =T/ 1. No. Name of Work Cost (Rs.) S‘TR:';“ BOQ(Rs.) | /n/
e / ATSvS Ud a1 ety wrrdt @7 amgfif & =% feior 2 90w 10.11.2025 1 gatE 11:00 T T Afy : [ — el A W e daeH
et @ 1 28 fTE 11.03.2025 B 3MeAH 4 Category 'A' # 07 Empanellment & forg wam Toifeal @ yag S8 0 1 Shanet st e Eomarnat S | 2 | wrawferd IR (%0 ) £3,09,000=00
Sl S gory p 1 | set& 10 Nos. Stand Post in Upgareded Middle Government School, | 7,73,794.00 | 15500.00 | 1250.00 | 15 Days o o e 8 o
faam a8 - Datiya, Block- Khunti under DW. & . Division, Khunti for the Year ) 115
Pyramid Fabcon Event Manager Pvt.Ltd., 2025-26. 4 w0~ T W 17.11.2025 (04:00 PM)
Flat No. 002C, Baidnath Residency, Kusum Vihar, Morhabadi, Ranchi, Jharkhand Construction of rural water supply Scheme with 1.0 HP DC Solar w @ fafdr vd |59 o :
Mob. 8873011118 Email: pfeventmanagerpvtitd@gmail.com motor pump complete set & 200mm x165mm x275 .00 M deep high p go-ffaer mma s B sifem fafdy 01.12.2025 (3:00 PM 1)
3'(ljf5_x\cl|icasl}‘1urple e:dver:si_ng PE'L Il“l;d-, ‘ | ) . i 400068 2 | yield Drilled Tube well for Upper tola &Harijan tola, Village- Teram, | 14,75,764.00 | 30000.00 | 2500.00 | 3 Months Lekiupt o '
701/706, Shree Kedarnath, Opp. Gokul Anand Hotel, W.E. Highway, Dahisar (E), Mumbai 40006 Panchayat Murhi ,Block Khunti to supply water under D.W. & - e-procurement Portal
Mab: 9820912100, Email-alicapurpl@gmail.com Division Khunti. ¢ | PR e ok EMD siemsa (jhparkhandtenders govin)
r;ssl}‘?“"?ﬂi[f‘ Sfm“'c 5.6, Higl B/H Raioath Club. Ahmedabad A) Date of Publication Tender 08.11.2025/ upto 10.00 AM. S FRA B e R RERCEL] 01.12.2025 {3-00 PM aa;)
iivatik Business Center, off S.G. Highway, ajpath Club, Ahmedaba, ) 08.11.2025/ 10:00 A.M. to 5 ; o1 =
Mob.: 9723818208, Email: lisahd@gmail.com 8) | Date & Time for Sale of Tender Doc. 1411 2250230 PM 7 fu—ﬁ'ﬁa gor @I fofdy g4 w7 | 02.12.2025 (04:00PM)
Ajmani Infrastructure and Projects Pvt. Ltd. Last date /Time for receipt Earnest B So-fAfasT smifae ?ﬁ'ﬁ e TR e, Y R wHed,
C/o Ranchi Tent House, Dal Patti, Church Road, Ranchi-834001 o] Money & Cost of BOQ & Tender Doc. (Hard Copy) 14.11.2025/ 03.00 PM to 04.00 PM UETRHRT P UM Td g6 e |
Mob.: 9431104999, Email: info.ajmani@gmail.com/info.rth@gmail.com - Executive Engineer, do-ffaer amifya o e
Axis Communications D) | Place for recelving tender fee & EMD (Hard Copy) Drinkiny Watger& S’anitation Division, Khunti 9 | et @1 wrw e vl 06562-_240100 .
A-28, Ground Floor, Near Canara Bank, Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016 - 2 - - i i eemid041@gmail.com
Mob.-9811388192. Email: axis.communication@gmail.com E) | bate of Opening of Tender 17.11.2025/02.00 PM. 3 mw- i e A
B 2 Tkt i A Place of Opening Tender E:?:;::J:grne&e;anitation Division, Khunti o o OS2
I\f'uzuﬁggg‘:id,z';l:%m;khnft.New Burhi'lb[i, Ral]::hi,.lharkhund-834001 — : Executive Engineer - - dte— R fo—Fifaer & Wor @ sl
b ::}ph 2 : imil::d‘mm : doondecors@gmail.com G) | Name & Address of Tender inviting Authority Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Khunti. ?’T ST ﬁgﬁ;‘rrq dawrde — https:// jharkhandtenders.gov.in
4/24A, AsafAli Road, Near Delhi Gate, New Delhi-110002(India) H)_| Contact No. of Procurement Office 06528299928 e e aevs w1 wrfares s
Moh.-9910332007, Email: rimjhim.gupta@deepalidesigns.com To/— eIy sMer & ford d9wEe — http://jharkahndtenders.gov.in TR <@r ST H&el & | ' @y Riard —
Saet Torell 1 & fachar s o forg st o o & | e #rer veIier, —He— ST SRR, VA A—

Yool 4 el whed, W |

PR 365546 Khunti (25-26)_D

PR 365490 Drinking Water and Sanitation(25-26)D PR 365482 (Minor Irrigation) 25-26 (D)
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CM Hemant slams BJP for misleading people, creating confusion

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

Chief Minister Hemant Soren
launched a scathing attack
on the Bharatiya Janata Party
during the campaign for the
Ghatsila by-election. He said
the BJP candidate is like a
bull who ate and drank the
food of the JMM, grew fat in
the JMM, and is now tilling
the BJP's fields.

From Ghatshila, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) has fielded Somesh
Soren, son of late J]MM MLA
and minister Ramdas Soren,
while the BJP has nominated
Babulal Soren son of former
Chief Minister Champai
Soren from Ghatshila.

The seat became vacant
following the death of

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

The NITI Aayog, in collabora-
tion with officials from
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha,
organized the “Super 60”
seminar to deliberate on
improving service delivery
and strengthening liveli-
hoods in Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group
(PVTG) blocks. The event
brought together senior offi-
cials, policymakers, and field
experts to share best prac-
tices and review the progress
of PVTG development initia-
tives across states.
Addressing the seminar,
Ranjana Chopra, Secretary,
Tribal Affairs and NITI Aayog,
stressed the need to achieve

Ramdas Soren, who had won
the seat in the 2024
Assembly election, defeating
Babulal Soren. The by-elec-
tion is scheduled to take
place on November 11,2025.

The Chief Minister was
addressing a public meeting
in support of JMM candidate
Somesh Soren on Friday. He
said that the public will elect
the JMM this time because
the BJP is only spreading
confusion and misleading
the public.

This time the contest for
the Ghatsila seat is between
Somesh Soren of the JMM
and Babulal Soren of the
BJP. Hemant Soren claimed
that the public has
understood the BJP's double
standards in this by-
election and is giving full

household saturation in
PVTG areas. She said, “It is
time to take concrete steps
to ensure that every house-
hold in tribal regions has
access to essential services
such as roads, electricity,
and drinking water.” Chopra
suggested that connectivity
gaps in remote areas should
be bridged under the PMGSY
and MGNREGA, creating
employment while improv-
ing infrastructure. She added
that Anganwadi and créeche
facilities will soon be set up
in habitations with a popu-
lation of 100 or more to
support women at work.
Rohit Kumar, Additional
Secretary and Mission
Director, NITI Aayog, said
the PVTG Mission envisions
the holisticempowerment of

support to the [MM.

Within a week this is the
second time that Hemant
Soren has visited Ghatshila.
Few days back Hemant
Soren had termed the oppo-
sition parties in the state as
a group of opportunist
traders, who would hold the
feet of any person till a work
is done and they would go
for the person’s neck once
the purpose is served.

Hemant, in his scathing
attack, however, did not
take any name of the oppo-
sition parties but appealed
to the voters not to fall into
the trap of these “oppor-
tunist traders”. BJP respond-
ed to the CM’s charges and
said his statements were
baseless and not real politi-
cal issues for the Ghatshila
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Chief Minister Hemant Soren waves to a huge gathering during an election campaign rally in Ghatshila on Ffiday
L R R

NITI Aayog’s ‘Super 60’ seminar fOCUSES on empowering PVTGs

Mukesh Kumar, Secretary, Planning and Development Department,
addresses a seminar organised by NITI Aayog, in collaboration with
officials from Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha in
Ranchi on Friday

the most marginalized tribal
communities. “The mission
goes beyond basic ameni-
ties—it aims to make these
communities economically
and socially self-reliant,” he
noted, adding that collective

and sustained efforts are
vital to building a ‘Viksit
Bharat’ (Developed India).
Representing |harkhand,
Mukesh Kumar, Secretary,
Planning and Development
Department, highlighted that

under the guidance of Chief
Minister Hemant Soren, the
state government has intro-
duced several innovative
schemes for PVTG develop-
ment despite geographical
challenges. He mentioned
initiatives such as the
‘Dakeya Yojana’, which
ensures the doorstep deliv-
ery of nutrition, medicines,
and essential supplies in
remote tribal villages.

Kumar added that several
PVTG blocks in Jharkhand
are achieving saturation in
sectors such as road connec-
tivity, housing, drinking
water, and education. “Our
goal is to ensure no tribal
community remains exclud-
ed from mainstream devel-
opment,” he said.

He also cited the success of

‘Didi Ki Dukaan’, an ambi-
tious llvellhood scheme
empowering tribal women
through small retail shops. So
far, 1,276 shops have been
opened, including 386 in vil-
lages that previously had
none, generating an average
monthly income of 79,100
per entrepreneur.
Additionally, 113 ‘Didi Ka
Dhaba’ eateries are creating
new livelihood opportuni-
ties for women.

The seminar was attended
by Padma Shri awardees
Madhu Mansuri, Jamuna
Tudu, Siman Oraon,
Jageshwar Yadav, and Kami
Murmu, along with senior
officials including Anand
Shekhar, Kripanand Jha, and
Rajeev Ranjan, among
others.

Inter-school fancy
dress competition
held at ILCC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il RANCHI

An ‘Inter School Fancy Dress
Competition’ for Classes Pre
Nursery to Il was held at The
International Library and
Cultural Center here on
Wednesday. The themes
given were — “Animated
Characters from Fairytales”
- Pre Nursery and Nursery
(Group A) and “My favorite
Profession” - Prep to 2
(Group B). The fairytale char-
acters presented by Group A
included Maleficent, Candy

Shoemaker and the EIf,
Alladin, Pirate Jack Sparrow
from The Pirates of the
Caribbean, Elsa from Frozen,
The Ugly Duckling, The
Norwegian Princess from
Tatterhood and Cinderella.
The Professions in Group B
included Khilonawala,
Mother, Nurse, Astronaut,
Teacher, Pilot, Fighter Pilot,
Doctor, Ocean Cleaner and
even a Cleaner.

The Judges were Renu
Tiwari , Vandana Modi and
Megha Jain Kapoor. The
program was conducted by

Poll campaign to end on Nov 9, outside
political workers to leave Ghatshila

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jamshedpur

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has issued strict
directives ahead of the
Ghatshila Assembly by-elec-
tion, 2025, mandating the
immediate departure of all
political workers, leaders,
and campaigners brought
from outside the con-
stituency once the official
campaign period ends. The
move aims to ensure a free,
fair, and impartial voting
environment in the 45-
Ghatshila (ST) Assembly
Constituency.

no campaigning will be per-
mitted within the con-
stituency after the cam-
paign period officially con-
cludes. The presence of
political functionaries or
party workers from
outside the area beyond
this period will be treated
as a violation of election
norms and may disturb the
level playing field.
According to the district
administration, all candi-
dates, office bearers, and
political parties have been
directed to ensure that their
campaigners or supporters
who are not registered

area by 5:00 PM on
November 9, 2025,
marking the end of the
campaign period.

District Election Officer
Karn Satyarthi emphasized
that these measures are
essential to maintain neu-
trality and prevent any
undue influence on voters
during the 48-hour “silence
period” before polling day.

He warned that any polit-
ical person or worker found
within the constituency
after the stipulated dead-
line — or engaging in any
form of campaign activity —
will face legal action under

People Act and other
applicable laws. The
Election Office has also
instructed enforcement
teams and law enforce-
ment agencies to remain
vigilant and conduct inten-
sive checks at entry and exit
points of the constituency
to ensure full compliance
with the directive.

The order reinforces the
Commission’s commitment
to safeguarding the sancti-
ty of the electoral process
and ensuring that voters
can exercise their franchise
in an atmosphere of peace,
fairness, and complete

bypoll. Meanwhile, Hemant
said [MM is a party synony-
mous with the welfare and
all-round development of
the Adivasis (tribals) and
Moolvasis (original settlers).

Besides the party priori-
tised issues of the farmers,
labourers, oppressed and
poor, he said. “Our govern-
ment is sincerely working for
the rights of the tribals, their
welfare and empowerment.
I appeal to both Adivasis
and Moolvasis not to be
misled by the lucrative and
false poll promises of the
opposition parties,” Hemant
said, addressing the rally at
Marshal Ground at Kuilisutta
in Musabani.

Appealing to the voters to
cast their ballots for JMM
and Mahaghatbandhan can-

didate, Somesh Chandra
Soren, who is the eldest son
of former minister late
Ramdas Soren, the CM said
that he was seeking votes
not for the party or the can-
didate alone but for the bet-
terment of the people of
the Ghatsila assembly con-
stituency, which Ramdas
represented till his imma-
ture death on August 15 this
year. On Thursday |JMM’s
Gandey MLA and star cam-
paigner Kalpana Soren flew
into Ghatshila and targeted
BJP at an election rally.
Addressing the rally, Kalpana
called BJP an “outsiders’
party” and appealed to
voters to stay united as
members of the JMM family
to strengthen the Hemant
Soren-led govt.

Tadasha Mishra
becomes first woman to
head Jharkhand police

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

IPS officer Tadasha Mishra
has assumed charge as
Jharkhand's first female
Director General of Police
(DGP). On Thursday, the gov-
ernment appointed her as
the acting DGP. On Friday,
Mishra assumed charge as
DGP at Police Headquarters.

Tadasha Mishra, a 1994
batch IPS officer, assumed
charge as the acting DGP of
Jharkhand at Police
Headquarters on Friday. The
post of DGP in Jharkhand fell
vacant after IPS officer Anurag
Gupta retired.

Before her elevation,
Mishra was serving as Special
Secretary in the Home,
Prisons and Disaster
Management Department.

A native of Odisha, she has
held several key positions
during her career in
Jharkhand, including ADG,
IG, Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Giridih and Bokaro, and
City SP of Ranchi.

Speaking to the media after
taking charge, Mishra out-
lined her priorities for
policing in the state. She
emphasised improved inves-
tigation, accountability and

citizen-friendly policing.
Mishra stated that her top
priority is Jharkhand
Foundation Day.
Furthermore, she will place
special emphasis on basic
policing. Action against orga-
nized crime and Naxalites
will continue. In-charge DGP
Tadasha Mishra stated that
the police will work as a
team, not relying solely on
one individual. A single indi-
vidual can accomplish
nothing, but a team can
accomplish everything.
winning the public's trust is
a special priority for him.
The state's newly appoint-
ed Director General of Police
(DGP) and Inspector General
of Police (IG) Tadasha Mishra
met Chief Minister Hemant
Soren today at the Chief
Minister's residential office.
This was a courtesy call on
the Chief Minister after
assuming the charge of DGP.
It should be noted that
1992 batch IPS Prashant Singh
and 1993 batch IPS MS Bhatia
are posted in Jharkhand. This
poses a constitutional crisis.
Despite the presence of these
two senior officers, 1994
batch IPS Tadasha Mishra has
been appointed the new
Chief of Jharkhand Police.

go—ffaer smizvr ga-r

go—fafaer dwean—
WRD/MID/MEDININAGAR/F,-14/2025-26

. . . Of . qHAidh:— 471 Afe R, feare— 07 /11 /2025
Witch from Hansel and ILCC Cultural Secretary As per the Election voters of the 45-Ghatshila the relevant provisions of independence from exter- FeAETe A T e dwda
Gratel, EIf from The Rekha Mishra. Commission’s guidelines, (ST)constituency vacate the the Representation of the nal political pressure. 1 & ®1 ™ frmfor, wave—Aagqe, Rrar—very |

2 yrastera Wi (wo o) 60,41,300=00
3 wrdl guf e @) aafer 11 Hig
RES JIBR JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED o | S0P Jaurde wowwilia [0 0008 0400 PV

Tared, fafeec ozt vd aftar s fasm

st

farmefiar arfergeeT WEm— 516(3) R 10.04.2023 F FRT AREUVS TR HaT &
sfaia fafdear gefEier) (o ife) &) Fenfer axrgar g T &1 w2 off |

(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001702)

Regd. Office:- Engineering Building, HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004.
di

fax # 0651-2400483 e-mail : cesp.Jse

diffmail.com/gmsp.jbvnlg

prediffmail.com

1" Time Extension Notice

Last date of uploading of bid documents, last date of online submission of tender fee and bid opening date of|
following tender notice no. is hereby extended as below :-

w1 @ fafdr v w

go—ffaeT ura s @Y sifim
foftr vd

01.12.2025 (3:00 PM @)

fafaar gew aitek EMD
6 | aAfomEA WHT e W e
fafer vd wwa

e-procurement Portal
(jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
01.12.2025 (3:00 PM &%)

So—riaar G @1 i g

02.12.2025 (04:00 PM)

i w=ide— 1 fesTi®—06.11.202 FREUS AP WaT ST, A X ik : :
EARIEs ] (ﬁg‘rq:[ 3'316_(337 202 06‘ 00 ma'!,- ’ m?z; sI li’::;ndfd c:lr_llme Lnitnclli‘:lt: o Technical bid 8 So—Ffaar smifya ?F\'?'?_ arat ?Fl?fq‘lw_ aferran, oy fRiard
ST /2021 Uq 18/ 2023) TN O FIREUS ey o NiTs No. lh uploa mg:i submission of opening date | weTfrardl &1 g vd ar uwsd, Afeee
sfereta Fryee Riftear TaTfreRar (qet H1fe) @1 shtvsfie e S &1 yebrer fear | || N " date O | tenderfeeand | and dme S0_PITENT ST WY AT 06562-240100

9 | vaIftreTt &1 w9 H@e ud

2l 211/PR/IBVNL/2025-26 eemid041@gmail.com
: - 19.11.2025 upto | 19.11.2025 upto | 20.11.2025 upto i AL i
: . . 1 11 KV 3 Pin Type AB Switch 630 - - -
S 3ituefers a¥rar = i Jewarse— https://www.jharkhand.gov.in/ e 18:00 Hrs 18:00 Hrs. 18:00 Hrs. 10| %0 SiwIviC da v Feward ————
214/PR/JIBVNL/2025-26 REL

health & Gradation List of Jharkhand Health Services Officers €9 U= 3T Sl Waar 2

21

R frar oar & 6 Prva / ueeenfia @) R Yafe sRwEvs wren Jar 3
@ d9 fafecas it adadT vd a¥dr g urey # ifdha qeat & wdy H amafey <A @nE, 9
gt et & ey Hafd gEer o R uaiet & AT @ fReie— 30.11.2025 T@

19.11.2025 upto 19.11.2025 upto | 20.11.2025 upto
18:00 Hrs 18:00 Hrs. 18:00 Hrs.

Steel Tubular Pole 9 meter
16/PR/JIBVNL 5-26
Accucheck for HT & LT meter testing,
Tong Tester for HT/ LT & Multi meter
Further details and corrigendum against the above NITs can be seen on website hn%&harkhandtcndcrs .gov.in and may be
contacted on Mobile No. 09431135523 / 9430348596/ NIC helpline No. 0651-2400178. Only online payment mode of |
sub of Tender Fee & EMD will be accepted.

Are:— fm so—-Ffaer & Wer & e

e @ @ v dawEe — hitps:/jharkhandtenders.gov.in #
ST I Hepell & |

TR {ord 13T HE—ag Whdl & |

19.11.2025 upto 19. l 1 .2025 upto 20.1 1.2025 upto
18:00 Hrs 8:00

18:00

#rfurare siferrn,
ayg R yaved, AR

T BT SUTE FEET gﬁﬁa—ﬂ BT | Bo/— PR No. 363738 PR.NO.365479 Minor Irrigation(25-26):0
(etferar s ) NEPHWWWN Il MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, RANCHI.
PR 365456 Health Med Edu and Family Welfare (25-26)_D WER B g wfq PR 365529 (Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd) 25-26 (D) JBVNL e-Procurement Notice

orRfuicie AfRial &1 oRrRIcR

e-Tender Reference No. WRD/MID/RANCHI F, - 24/2025-26

. . / - r s ~ s Construction of Single
Qeoicl ed Iacesdl gdsd, Egﬂﬂ[?lam Medininagar Mupmal (.ororatgon ‘ Checkdam on Udaltawa Nadi
e-Procurement Short Tender Notice 1. | Name of the work Block:- Ormanjhi, Dist-
M E t Tender | Completion - Ra ch'J ,
. amcs ncni.
T Srferd @ g YHIR ST HEAT 25/IMT/2025-26, PR No. 364235 Left out work of| | No.. | id e ok otk Eisinsiie Money Fee of Work 2. Estimated Cost Rs. 1,01,66,000.00
detailed survey, designing and drawing, Construction of 10.0 M dia R.C.C. Intake well cum pump Part— A 3 Time of Completion (11 months)
house, Gangway 75.1 mtr. length and 3.95 mtr. wide, Pipe Bridge 70.0 mtr. length and 2.00 mtr. Date of Publication of E
wide, Pipe Bridge 50 mtr. length and 2 mir. wide, Pipe Bridge 100 mir. length and 2 mtr. wide Pipe 1 UDHD/ | Laying of hume pipe from Alok 49,34,902/- 98,700/~ | 10,000/- 4 HIE 4. - Tender on website 25.11.2025 at 2.00 pm
Bridge 60 mtr. length and 2 mtr. wide. 19.50 MLD capacity Water Treatment Plant, Compound MMC/2 | Mathur Niwas to Rajendra Y 35t atel T
wall, Supplying and laying Raw/Clear Water rising main & Laying Distribution Network, , 0/2025- | Nagar via Dilip Poddar's house s b St ¢ f"}g Tord 02122005 300
Supplying and Installation of Vertical turbine and Centrifugal pump motor, and Five years 26 in ward no. 08 Under - | submission o E-fender Gk up to 3:00 pm
Operation and Maintenance with allied works etc. all complete job for work of Jainagar, Medininagar Municipal BID’s ,
Domchanch & Koderma Block MVS Rural Water Supply Scheme under Drinking Water & Corporation, Medininagar. Last Date for online _ e-Procurement Portal
Sanitation Division, Jhumritelaiya on turnkey basis. Year 2025-2026. (3" Call) # srafRer HRoN & 6. | Submission of tender (jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
inki foen W%I L PTH_][;) Of Publication Of Tend 08/11/2025 AT 10:00 AM fee and EMD 02.12.2023_up t0 3:00 pm
ate ublication ender o 7
7. | Date of Opening Tender 04.12.2025 at 4:00 pm
i frqaeoft gd ¥ voria [ s Rl 2| Date Of Publication Of Tender On Website | 08/11/2025 AT 10:00 AM peiie . Lol
w0 fafer va wwa Tq gHg Exccutive Engineer, M.I,
= - 3 Mode Of Submission Of Bids E-Tendering Http//:Jhark handtenders.gov.in Name & address of Division. Ranchi RO(,)IT] No
. fafaer wita (sit7 o= fasin) & sifas fafer oo 12-11-2025 @t | 12-12-2025 @&t 4 | Date Start Of Submission Of Bids 08/11/2025 AT 10:00 AM 8. ffice Inviting tend 302 Ab’h' A A Bh '
T 5.00 99 aTRE | 5.00 a9 IWE 5| Last Date/Time Of Submission Of Bids 21/11/2025 AT 02:00 PM OLlce CINIDENeNERL e hew"g}:‘(;::k RZ‘:EI’]‘;
WHR B Ao, G N 4 3 79T, 6__| Date Of Bid Opening 22/11/2025 AT 02:00 PM . :
FRE@US WA, B FUiP 120 f3A1F 03.102023 & | 12-11-2025 @I | 12-12-2025 @I 7 | Name & Address Of Office Inviting Municipal Commissioner, Medininagar Municipal a. Contact no. of e- 0651-3512781
2 ¥ ?ﬂ . 1 R Onli - - Tender Corporation Prnmlirement officer :
st 7 fag e nline | 5.00 oot s¥@ | 5.00 991 TS § | Contact No. Of Procurement Officer 9430783582, 8409756635 & 9835722747 b, | Helpline number ofe- | 0651-3512781/Email ID-
il 89 A 9 | Helpline Number Of E-Procurement Cell 9430783582, 8409756635 & 9835722747 ) Procurement cell eemidran-cemr-jhr@nic.in
3 TEAET 4 Qe @) &l g wmm - 14-11-2025 @ | 15-12-2025 @ NOTE :- Only E-Tender will be accepted. Further details can be seen on website Note :- (1) Only e-Tenders will be accepted.
3.00 s a¥re | 3.00 991 e http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in & Notice Board office of the Medininagar Municipal Corporation | |(2)Published Estimated Cost may be Increase or Decrease
—— @ (g0 a1 TR fr=w) B0/~ Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhand tenders.gov.in
i srfurers arfiar, TR IgET —we— wemed| (PR 365513 Minor Executive Engineer,
PR 365511 Drinking Water and Sanitation(25-26).D Yool §d w@eedl uhsd srNIRiaar| | PR 365522 District(25-26)D AR TR Irrigation(25-26).D Minor Irrigation Division, Ranchi.
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‘Shaheed Nagar Kirtan’, which started from Gurdwara
Dhubri Sahib commemorating the 350th anniversary of the
martyrdom of 9th Sikh Guru, Shri Guru Teg Bahadur, arriving at
Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab

Al tiger video draws police
notice on Instagram user

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Nagpur

A “wildly” circulated, six-
second social media clip
showing a man feeding
liquor to a tiger and casu-
ally patting the big cat on
an empty street has been
exposed as fake and
entirely generated by
Artificial Intelligence (Al).

The deceptive video,
which went viral with false
claims of a stray tiger from
the Pench Tiger Reserve,
prompted the Nagpur
rural police police to issue
a legal notice to
the Mumbai resident who
ran the social media
account responsible for
posting the clip.

The video was spurious-
ly claimed by numerous
users to be from Madhya
Pradesh, and the posts
identified the man as a 52-
year-old drunk labourer
named Raju Patel, alleging
he mistook a stray tiger

from the Pench Tiger
Reserve for a large cat
while returning from a
card game.

The fabricated narrative
further claimed that vil-
lagers were terror-stricken
and forest officers later
tranquilised the animal.

The whole sensational
story — which social media
users have called both
“brave” and “crazy”— is
completely fabricated, and
neither the tiger nor the
man in the video is real,
and the incident never
happened. The footage is
fake and drew attention
from Nagpur Rural Police
because it has a mislead-
ing connection with the
Pench Tiger Reserve, which
is in the Nagpur district.

Police officials
promptly termed that
the reel, which appeared
on October 30, 2025,
from the Instagram
account “aikalaakari,” was
Al-generated.

National Anthem row: TMC
strongly condemns BJP claim

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

It clearly indicates their (BJP’s) reactionary

strongly reacted

“Jana Gana

British monarch.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhiites breathed the most
polluted air in the country on
Friday, with the national
capital recording the worst
air quality among all cities,
followed by NCR towns that
ranked close behind. The
24-hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI), reported at 4 pm
every day, stood at 322,
placing Delhi in the ‘red
zone’ and making it the most
polluted city in the country,
according to data from the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

The national capital had
ranked fifth the previous
day, while Ghaziabad occu-
pied the second position on
Friday with an AQI of 314.
Noida recorded an AQI of
306, placing it in the ‘very
poor’ category.

Of the 38 monitoring sta-
tions in the capital, 29 report-
ed air quality in the ‘very
poor’ category, with readings
above 300, according to data
from the CPCB’s Sameer app.

The Trinamool Congress has
to
a BJP MP’s statement
that our National Anthem
Mana
Adhinayaka Jaya Hey” com-
posed by Poet Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore had
been written to please the

“It clearly indicates their
(BJP’s) reactionary and divi-
sive character we will
eagerly wait to see what
their Desh Bhakt (patriotic)
leadership does with him for
insulting our National
Anthem and its creator who
incidentally is our National
Poet being the first Nobel
Laureate in the continent,”
TMC spokesperson Arup
Chakrabarty said adding
while Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s who com-
posed “Vande Mataram” too
was a great personality and
his contribution towards
Indian freedom struggle, lit-

Delhi tops pollution charts as AQI hits 322

BJP’s divisive politics.”

should have
our national

British officials.”

fighter

PM2.5 remained the key pol-
lutant on Friday.

The Decision Support
System (DSS) for air quality
forecast estimated that
stubble burning contributed
8.6 per cent to Delhi’s pollu-
tion and predicted that the
share would rise to 30.9 per
centon Saturday and 31.2 per
cent on Sunday.

Satellite data showed that
on Thursday, a total of 351
stubble-burning incidents
were detected in Punjab, 35

erature and culture could
not be ignored “there was
hardly any need to fan a
controversy for political
gains this is also a part of the

BJP MP VH Kageri, earlier
said “Vande Mataram

been
anthem.
However Vande Mataram
can be retained along
side Jana Gana Mana-a
welcome song for the

Incidentally why “Jana
Gana Mana” is the National
Anthem “Vande Mataram “
is the National Song of the
country. The TMC earlier
slammed the BJP MPs from
Bengal for failing to show up
at the floral tribute ceremo-
ny to another freedom
Desh Bandhu

and divisive character we will eagerly wait to
see what their Desh Bhakt.
— ARUP CHAKRABARTY, TMC SPOKESPERSON

Chittaranjan Das. Their
absence from the ceremony
proved that they are “anti-
Bengal” TMC MP Sagarika
Ghoshe said.

The TMC’s criticism came
on a day when the Union
Government was celebrat-
ing the 150th year of the
composition of Vande
Mataram in 1875. The lines
are a part of Chatterjee’s
iconic novel “Ananda Math.”
Referring to the celebra-
tions in Delhi, Bengal
Minister Bratya Basu won-
dered whether the 125th
year of the composition of
National Anthem would be
celebrated with a similar
fanfare. “National Song is
being celebrated that is
good but whether the 125th
year of the National Anthem
will be celebrated with

in Haryana, and 200 in Uttar
Pradesh. Apart from stubble
burning, Delhi’s transport
sector is expected to con-
tribute 15 per cent on
Saturday and 14 per cent on
Sunday to the city’s PM2.5
levels. According to the Air
Quality Early Warning
System for Delhi, the air
quality is likely to remain in
the ‘very poor’ category over
the next few days.

Since Diwali, the national
capital’s air quality has been

same passion,” he said.
Meanwhile, Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday attacked
the TMC Government for
trying to thwart the celebra-
tions of 150 years of National
Song in Bengal. “This is a
jihadi Government that is
more in love with the
Jamaat and Jinnah they have
no regards for the patriots
and national icons,” he said.

His remarks came aftera
long procession led by him
up to the Bankim Library in
North Kolkata — where the
writer lived for some time —
to garland his statue failed
to reach the destination as
it had been dug up all
through.

“They have intentionally
dug up the 500 metre lane
so that we cannot go up to
the Bankim Library this
has been done last
night the library has not
been opened and the statue
stands in dirt it has not
been cleaned even,”
he said.

either ‘poor’ or ‘very poor’,
occasionally worsening to
‘severe’. On the weather front,
the mercury in the city con-
tinues to dip. Delhi recorded
its coldest night of the season
on Friday, with the mercury
settling at 12.7 degrees Celsius,
the same as Thursday. The
city recorded a maximum
temperature of 28.6 degrees
Celsius, 0.9 degrees below
normal, according to the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD). The previ-
ous lowest this season was
15.8 degrees Celsius, record-
ed on October 26. In compar-
ison, the city had recorded
minimum temperatures of
9.5 degrees Celsius on
October 29 last year, 9.2
degrees Celsius on October 23
in 2023, and 7.3 degrees
Celsius on October29 in 2022,
indicating a slightly delayed
onset of winter this year.

The IMD has forecast fog for
Saturday, with maximum and
minimum temperatures
likely to hover around 27-32
degrees Celsius and 12-14
degrees Celsius.

SCNBWL seeks
macaque protectvion

i
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Standing Committee of
the National Board for Wild
Life (SCNBWL) has recom-
mended that the rhesus
macaque, one of the most
common and widely distrib-
uted monkey species in India,
be included under Schedule
Il of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, to strengthen legal
control and management,
official records show.

The committee took the
decision after considering
representations from animal
welfare groups and detailed
inputs from state wildlife
authorities, and directed
states to prepare site-specif-
ic mitigation plans and a
nationwide baseline study
to guide scientific manage-
ment of the species.

According to the minutes,
the Animal Welfare Board of
India and the Federation of
Indian Animal Protection
Organisations had asked for
restoration of Schedule 11
protection to prevent cruelty,
exploitation and illegal trade.

The committee noted that
the species had earlier been
listed under Part | of Schedule
Il before the 2022 amend-
ments to the Act and that the
matter had been referred to
the Animal Committee which,
while a majority favoured
inclusion, had flagged the
absence of baseline popula-
tion and conflict data.

The ministry then circulat-
ed a questionnaire to chief
wildlife wardens of all states
and Union territories and
received responses from
15 jurisdictions.

L ey

Opposition seeks Pawar resignation in land scam

¥

TN RAGHUNATHA
M Mumbai

After Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
ordered an inquiry into the
alleged land scam involving
Ajit Pawar’s son Parth Pawar,
the Maharashtra deputy chief
minister came under tremen-
dous pressure on Friday, as
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) rooted for his
resignation and inclusion of
his son’s name in the FIR reg-
istered in the case. On a day
when the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Pune police
took over the investigations
from the Bavdhan Police
Station, the MVA leaders and
social activists mounted pres-
sure on Ajit Pawar to putin his
papers, and also made a
strong case for including Parth
Pawar’s name in the FIR reg-
istered by the police.

Shiv Sena (UBT)’s leader
Sushma Andhar charged that
the state Revenue department
and the police were trying to
“shield” Parth Pawar in the
Mundhwa land scam case.
“Despite the same document
(N0.9018/225) being used in the
registration process, and the
inquiry report specifically men-
tioning Parth Pawar’s signature
on the District Industries
Board’s resolution granting
stamp duty exemption, why
have the authorities avoided
naming him in the FIR?”
Sushma asked. The FIR —
lodged by Pune’s Joint District
Registrar Santosh Hingane —
names nine persons including
Pune City’s Tehsildar Suryakant
Yeole, Dhananjay Patil and
Sheetal Tejwani as accused in
the scam. However, the FIR
does not mention Parth’s
name.

Talking to media persons,
Pune Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar said: “An FIR
has been registered. The EOW
has taken over the investiga-
tions. “The documents and
papers related to the
transactions are being exam-

ined...based on that only
we will chart the course of
investigations only after that
we would be able to
comment more”. The FIR has
been lodged under cheating
and criminal breach of trust
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyay Sanhita, Sections 316(5),
318(2), and 3(5), along with
Section 59 of the Maharashtra
Stamp Act.

The alleged scam involves
40 acres of ‘Mahar Watan
Land’, denoting hereditary
landholding to Mahar
(Scheduled Caste) communi-
ty, in Pune’s upmarket
Mundhwa area off the
Koregaon Park in Pune. The
land was sold for 3300 crore
to Amadea Enterprises LLP, in
which Parth and Digvijay
Amarsinh Patil are partners..
A stamp duty amounting to
%21 crore on the land deal was
waived.

The market value of the
property is said to be 1,800
crore. On their part, activists
Anjali Damania and Vijay
Kumbhar questioned the
police and state revenue

department for not acting
against Parth Pawar in the
land scam. “After weak FIR
was filed in the Mundhwa
land scam case, today every
politician will be chanting
the same line — ‘law will take
its own course, no interfer-
ence will be made,”
Kumbhar said.

“FIR was registered but
that too is a scam...Pawar Ajit
Pawar’s name is not there
and the company’s name is
also not there? Why? Is there
preparation to save from
this too? Stop the politics.
Conduct an investigation
and give punishment. The
committee that will be
formed this time should not
only have Government offi-
cials, but also representa-
tives from the public. I am
ready to make a representa-
tion in this regard,” Damania
said.

It may be recalled that in
2019, the 35-year-old Parth
had unsuccessfully contested
the 2019 Assembly polls from
Maval seat on a ticket given
by the Sharaad Pawar-led

<}

undivided NCP. Much to the
discomfort of Ajit Pawar, the
scam has come to lightin the
run-up to the local body polls
and in the midst of the
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar to launch his younger
son Jay Pawar in electoral
politics by making him
contest the the president’s
post in Baramati Municipal
Council.

On his part, Ajit Pawar has
chosen to distance himself
from the alleged scam by
saying that he has nothing to
do with the alleged irregular-
ities in the land deal involv-
ing his son :Parth.

Ajit Pawar is not new to
controversies. As the deputy
chief minister in the erst-
while Congress-NCP
Democratic Front holding
the Water Resources
Department, he was alleged-
ly involved in a Rs 70,000
crore irrigation scam. He
had come under severe
attack from the then
Opposition BJP.

Incidentally, the attack
against Ajit Pawar was spear-

headed by Devendra
Fadnavis, who is now the
chief minister.

As Water Resources
Minister, Ajit Pawar had also
served as Chairman of
Vidarbha Irrigation
Development Corporation
(VIDC), which had cleared
irrigation projects in which
alleged irregularities had
allegedly taken place.

It may be recalled that
during the 2014 and 2019
Maharashtra Assembly polls,
the BJP had made the irriga-
tion scam a major poll issue
to target the DF Government
and NCP leaders including
Ajit Pawar and his uncle and
mentor Sharad Pawar.

In December 2019, the
Maharashtra anti-corruption
bureau (ACB) gave a clean
chit to Ajit Pawar over the
allegations in an irrigation
scam case in an affidavit
submitted in the court.

A 16-page affidavit, dated
November 27 2019 was sub-
mitted at the Nagpur Bench
of Bombay High Court by ACB
superintendent Rashmi
Nandedkar in which she has
observed that there is no
criminal liability on the part
of the then Chairman of the
Vidarbha Irrigation
Development Corporation
(VIDC) in respect of the
process of granting sanc-
tion. Ajit Pawar, as the Water
Resources Minister, was the
Ex-Officio Chairman of the
VIDC at that time.

In 2023, ahead of the NCP
split, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had alleged
Congress and NCP were the
most corrupt parties and
spoke of the %70,000
crore irrigation scam and
also the Maharashtra State
Cooperative Bank scam.

However, after Ajit Pawar
joined the Devendra
Fadnavis-led MahaVYuti
Government as the deputy
chief minister, the irrigation
scam has become a thing
of the past.

Six states supported rein-
statement, seven opposed it
and two were neutral or
recorded that the species
was not native to the state.

The committee noted that
reinstating the species under
Schedule 1l would restore
statutory protection and
enforcement against illegal
capture, trade and cruelty,
enable regulated scientific
management including con-
flict mitigation, rescue, reha-
bilitation and population
control measures under
authorised protocols, and
facilitate coordinated guid-
ance and funding prioritisa-
tion. The Central Zoo
Authority and the National
Tiger Conservation Authority
agreed that Schedule Il listing
would offer greater adminis-
trative flexibility for man-
agement interventions at
state and local levels.

The panel said that states
must prepare detailed, site-
specific mitigation plans
identifying and categorising
areas of conflict; a baseline
study across states must be
carried out; and scientific
management measures
should be developed on the
basis of studies by the
Wwildlife Institute of India.

It also directed divisional
forest officers to prepare
management and conserva-
tion plans for local areas
and urged development or
strengthening of rescue and
rehabilitation centres to
handle conflict situations
and care for displaced or
injured animals.

Local urban bodies were to
be involved in the pro-
gramme where relevant.

HC dismisses Hooda S Manesar trial plea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chandigarh

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court on Friday dismissed
former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda’s
plea seeking postponement
of trial proceedings in the
decade-old Manesar land
deal case.

Hooda, who was Haryana
chief minister between 2005-
2014, had sought quashing of
the Panchkula CBI court’s
September 19 order dismiss-
ing his application for post-
poning the process of framing
of charges.

The CBI court had fixed
the date for the process of
framing of charges from
October 30, but Hooda had
challenged the trial court
order in the high court.

Over seven years ago,
Hooda and 33 others had
been named in a charge
sheet by the CBI in a case of

alleged corruption in
Manesar land deals worth
over %1,500 crore, in which
around 200 farmers were
allegedly cheated.

The CBI had filed the
charge sheet against Hooda
and 33 others, including two
retired IAS officers, at a
special CBI court in Haryana’s
Panchkula under IPC sections
related to criminal conspira-
cy and cheating and provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Meanwhile, the high court
rejected Hooda’s argument

that since the apex court had
stayed the proceedings
against several co-accused
in the same conspiracy case
the trial could not proceed.

In his order, Justice
Tribhuvan Dahiya observed,
“The stay of trial against the
co-accused (by the apex
court) cannot be a ground to
postpone the trial against
the petitioner (Hooda) as
well, since despite this stay
charge can be framed and
evidence can be recorded”,
adding he has complete faith
in the judiciary.

Delhi Govt launches ‘School Web App’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Friday launched the “School
Web App”, a digital platform
aimed at modernising the
education and administra-
tive processes in its schools
to make the education
system smarter, more trans-
parent and accessible. It
offers students, parents and
teachers a single platform
for all school-related ser-
vices.

Speaking at the launch,
Education Minister Ashish
Sood said the initiative
aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
Digital India and Viksit
Bharat 2047.

The app, he said, would
simplify time management
and the learning process
for students while reducing
teachers’ administrative
workload, thereby improv-

THE APP WOULD
SIMPLIFY TIME
MANAGEMENT, THE
LEARNING PROCESS
FOR STUDENTS
WHILE REDUCING
TEACHERS’
ADMINISTRATIVE
WORKLOAD

ing the overall quality of
education.

Through the app, key
information such as timeta-
bles, homework, notes,
attendance and results will
be available remotely.

The technology will also
allow parents to stay regu-
larly updated on their
child’s academic progress,
strengthening communica-
tion between schools and
families, the statement
stated.

Sood said the digital plat-
form would promote inno-

vation and entrepreneur-
ial thinking among students
by making information
easily accessible.

“Now, time will not be
wasted in searching for
information. Instead, infor-
mation will reach the stu-
dents directly. This is the
true essence of digital
empowerment,” he said.

The minister added that
the app is in line with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and will encour-
age skill-based learning
while integrating activities
under the Fit India initiative.

Expressing gratitude to
developers, teachers,
and administrators involved
in the project, Sood
said, “When determination
is strong, the results
are equally powerful.
This app will prove to be a
milestone towards
a brighter future for the
children of Delhi.”
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Seven hardcore Naxals
surrender in Chhattlsgarh

Vande Mataram soul of
nation: Haryana CM

Mann hands over appointment
letters to 2,105 youth

Gujarat Government announces
relief package for farmers

The Gujarat Government
on Friday announced a
%10,000 crore relief
package for farmers whose
crops were damaged due
to the recent unseasonal
rains. Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel made the
announcement following a
comprehensive review of
the losses incurred by
farmers, said agriculture
minister and government
spokesperson Jitu
Vaghani.

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Friday
said "Vande Mataram” is

not just a song but the
heartbeat, identity and

soul of India.

Addressing the gathering at
a state-level celebration on
the occasion of the national
song’s 150th anniversary,
Saini expressed pride in
participating in this historic
event and congratulated the
people of Haryana on the
occasion.

Seven hardcore Naxals Wlth a coIIectlve reward of 37 lakh
on their heads surrendered in Chhattisgarh’s Gariaband
district on Friday, police officials said. The seven, including
four women, belong to Udanti Area Committee of the
outlawed Communist Party of India (Maoist), Raipur Range
Inspector General of Police Amresh Mishra said.

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Friday handed over
appointment letters to 2,105 youth who have been
recruited in the Punjab State Power Corporation. This brings
the total number of Government jobs given to youth so far
to 58,962 by the AAP dispensation during past over
three-and-a-half years, he said.

v

Amit Shah targets Lalu’s family

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jamui/Bhagalpur

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday unleashed a
no-holds-barred attack on
the family of R|D supremo
Lalu Prasad, claiming that
his son Tejashwi Yadav’s
“favourite” CM is MK Stalin,
whose party DMK “insults
Biharis by comparing them
with bidis”.

He also accused Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi and
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of main-
taining silence over repeat-
ed attacks by Pakistani ter-
rorists during the UPA
regime and claimed that
“they did not have the
courage to retaliate or even
issue a statement against
terrorism”.

“Someone asked Lalu’s
son — who is his favourite
CM? He said DMK’s (MK)
Stalin, who is Tamil Nadu’s
CM. Do you know who he is?
I will give his (Stalin’s) intro-
duction. His party compares
Biharis with ‘Bidis’. His party
insults Biharis and disgraces
them. Tejashwi’s favourite is
this CM,” Shah claimed at a
Bhagalpur rally.

The BJP leader also
alleged that Stalin’s party
“insults Sanatan Dharma,
opposes creation of Ram
Temple”.

The Tamil Nadu CM had
last week condemned Prime

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressmg the gathermg during an event
marking 150 years of the national song Vande Mataram in Patna PTI

Minister Narendra Modi over
his alleged remarks that
“DMK men harassed
workers from Bihar in Tamil
Nadu”. Stalin asked him to
give up doing “cheap poli-
tics” by targeting Tamils
and showing malice against
them in poll-bound states.

Claiming that the opposi-
tion leaders have “no devel-
opment” agenda for Bihar,
Shah alleged that the R]JD-
Congress combine “did not
do anything for the poor”
during their rule in the state,
except “patronising infil-
trators”.

Addressing a rally in Jamui
earlier in the day, he
launched a blistering attack
on Lalu Prasad and Sonia
Gandhi, alleging that “those
concerned only about the

welfare of their sons and
daughters cannot make
Bihar developed”. “Give us a
mandate for five more years,
and Bihar will be counted
among the developed
states. It will be made free
from floods. Lalu-Rabri-
Rahul have no development
agenda,” Shah claimed.

He also alleged, “They did
not do anything for the
poor, barring patronising
infiltrators who are usurping
poor people’s jobs, food-
grain and resources. Do you
think that those who are
concerned only about the
welfare of their sons and
daughters can make Bihar a
developed state? They
can’t.”

He added: “Lalu Prasad
and Co, Rahul and Co cannot

give employment to the
youth, they can provide only
‘jungle raj.”

In Bhagalpur, the Union
minister termed opposition
bloc ‘Mahagathbandhan’ as
“thagbandhan”, claiming
that “they have no policy
and no unity among them”.

“No one can prevent riots
in Bhagalpur if the RJD wins
the Bihar polls...You have to
decide whether you want
the kidnapping industry in
Diara or the development of
tourism,” Shah told the rally.

Earlier in the day, he
claimed that Maoists
“reigned supreme in Gayaji,
Aurangabad, Jamui and
several other regions during
Lalu’s regime” and it was
“Modi who eliminated
Naxalism from Bihar”.

“If you want to prevent
‘jungle raj’, vote for the
NDA,” Shah told the rally.

Addressing another rally
at Bihpur in Bhagalpur, he
alleged, “Lalu-Rahul cannot
provide employment to the
youth, and can only bring
‘jungle raj’ in Bihar.”

He promised a change in
Bihar’s face if the NDA
retains power in the state.

The former BJP president
announced a slew of pro-
jects, including an electric
vehicle manufacturing
cluster, an ordinance
factory, a defence corridor,
a network of world-class
expressways, highways,

medical colleges and engi-
neering institutions.

Explosives manufactured
in Bihar’s proposed defence
corridor will be used against
these terrorists, he said.

He said that unlike the
previous Congress regime,
the government under
Modi’s leadership is commit-
ted to the safety and securi-
ty of the nation.

Shah also attacked
Tejashwi Yadav for “raising
slogans in the praise of late
Mohammad Shahabuddin”,
who was accused of
unleashing terror in Siwan
during the R|D’s 15-year rule
in Bihar.

He said his father Lalu
Prasad gave ticket to
Shahabuddin’s son Osama
but Bihar people will not
allow ‘jungle raj’ to return.

He said as many as 3.60
crore people have been
covered under the free
health insurance scheme
up to %5 lakh crore and
slammed the R]JD for its
complaint to the Election
Commission, seeking a
pause on the 10,000 benefit
for ‘Jeevika Didis’, alleging
that “three generations of
Lalu won’t be able to
snatch funds.”

“The time has come to
make Bihar among the top
five states in pisciculture,
and the PM has invested
320,000 crore for the
sector”, he said.

BJP leaders, who cast votes in Delhi,
also voted in Bihar elections: Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Banka

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday alleged
that BJP leaders, who had
exercised their franchise in
Delhi, also cast votes in the
first phase of the Bihar
assembly polls.

Gandhi, addressing an
election rally in Banka, also
asserted that the Congress
produced evidence of “vote
chori” (vote theft) in the
Haryana polls, and the
Election Commission cannot
deny the charges.

The Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha had
on Wednesday alleged that
the Haryana assembly polls
last year were “stolen”, citing
electoral list data to claim
that 25 lakh entries were
fake and the Election
Commission colluded with
the BJP to ensure the party’s
victory.

“I came to know yesterday
that BJP leaders who cast
votes in Delhi, also voted in
the first phase of the Bihar
polls (on Thursday),” the
former Congress president
said. He, however, did not
elaborate further or mention
anybody by name.

“Out of the 2 crore voters
in Haryana, 29 lakh electors
are fake... The BJP indulged in
‘vote chori’ in Madhya

LoP in the Lok Sabha and Congress |

eader Rahul Gandhi during a public

rally for the Bihar Assembly polls in Banka district PTI

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Haryana, and now they are
trying to repeat it in Bihar.
But, I am certain the people
of Bihar will not allow this to
happen in their state,”
Gandhi asserted.

He also accused the NDA
government of encouraging
youth to make social media
reels to “divert attention
from pressing issues”.

“Reels are the addiction of
the 21st century,” Gandhi
said. Atanother pollrally in
Bhagalpur, the Rae Bareli
MP alleged that farmers,
labourers and weavers in
Bihar neither getloans from
banks, nor is their debt
waived.

The BJP-led government,
however, always waives
loans of certain corporates,
Gandhi claimed.

Gandhi also asserted that
TV channels get paid by the
BJP to show the Prime
Minister’s face 24 hours.

“The media is being con-
trolled by the BJP... Whatever
we say, you can see that on
social media... But,noton TV
channels. Narendra Modi,
Amit Shah and the EC stole
the Haryana polls, and we
have the evidence in black
and white... I can say with full
confidence that the Haryana
government is ‘Chori ki
Sarkar’ (government formed
through theft),” he claimed.

Centre changed policy to ensure Bihar’s power
plant project goes to particular firm: Pawan Khera

People rejecting NDA in Bihar: Congress

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Congress on Friday
referred to a former Union
minister’s allegation of a
power scam in Bihar,
saying the people in the
state are going to reject the
NDA as they have come to
know the system is being
“remote controlled.”

KC Venugopal, in a post
on X, alleged that the
Adani Group received “red
carpet treatment” in Bihar
and asserted that the cor-
ruption would be uncov-
ered. The political row in
Bihar has elicited no reac-
tion from the government
or the BJP.

The Bihar government
awarded the 2,400 MW
Bhagalpur (Pirpainti)
power project to Adani
Power Ltd after a compet-
itive bidding in which the
Ahmedabad-based
company quoted a lower
electricity tariff than three
other bidders, including
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Rs 6/unit is yet another
example of a complete
drain of wealth from the
poor and middle classes
into the coffers of Modi’s
cronies,” Venugopal
claimed.

“The people are reject-
ing the NDA in these elec-
tions, because they know
that the entire system
being remote controlled
from PMO is nothing more
than a loot machine for
Adani and the like,” he
alleged, adding, “This cor-
ruption will be exposed
and those involved will
be brought to book.”

Venugopal’s accusations
came a day after the first
phase of polling in Bihar
went underway. The
second phase is sched-
uled for November 11.

The Bihar government
had floated an open
tender for the Bhagalpur
project to meet the state’s
electricity demand, pro-
jected to double to over
17,000 MW by 2034-35.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

The Congress on Friday
accused the Centre of chang-
ing its SHAKTI policy to
ensure that a power plant
project in Bihar’s Bhagalpur
district goes to a particular
private firm close to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The solar power project
was converted into a thermal
project, and the group has
been given 1,050 acres of
land at the rate of Re one per
acre, chairman of the party’s
Media & Publicity wing,
Pawan Khera, claimed in a
press conference.

“Senior BJP leader RK Singh,
who served as a minister in
the Modi government for 10
years, is saying the project is
a scam worth 262,000 crore.
According to him, the firm
will earn 25,000 crore every
year from this project,”
Khera said.

“Changes were made to

Pawan Khera

the SHAKTI policy to ensure
that the power project plant
in Bhagalpur’s Pirpainti goes
to a particular firm. These
changes were made directly
at the level of the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi,”
Khera alleged.

The SHAKTI (Scheme for
Harnessing and Allocating
Koyala Transparently in India)
policy of 2017, formulated to
transparently allocate coal to

the power sector, was revised
earlier this year to provide
“greater flexibility, wider eli-
gibility and better accessibil-
ity to coal”, according to PIB
release of July 28.

“We are also asking from
the Central government: why
did the Ministry of Energy of
the Government of India
revise the Bihar government’s
feasibility report to converta
solar project into a thermal

project just to favour a partic-
ular group close to the PM,”
Khera said. Won'’t this change
have a negative impact on
Bihar’s Renewable Purchase
Obligation, he asked.

The Congress leader also
wondered why, despite the
absence of coal linkage, was
a thermal power plant under
Tariff Based Competitive
Bidding (TBCB) given under
the provisions of SHAKTI
policy.

He asked if issuing a tender
without finalising details is
not violation of rules.

Besides, Khera said, when
this project was to be given
to a private firm, why a
budget of 21,000 crore was
allocated foritin the central
budget.

He alleged that the tender
for the thermal project was
issued without approval of
the use Ganga river water,
and the Bihar government
spent %58 crore on this
project before it was floated.

Calcutta HC seeks Centre’s affidavit on release
of pending MGNREGA funds to Bengal

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

In what could come as a
boon to the Trinamool
Congress Government
ahead of next year’s
Assembly elections, the
Calcutta High Court (HC) on
Friday directed the Centre to
file an affidavit within a
month regarding the
release of pending funds
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
amounting to several
thousand crores.

Adivision bench of Acting
Chief]Justice Sujoy Paul and
Justice Smita Das De direct-
ed the Union government to
file the affidavit within four
weeks, writing how it had
planned to release the
MNREGA (more popularly
called 100 days’ work
scheme)

Funds which, according
to the allegations levelled by

the Mamata Banerjee
Government, had been held
back by the Centre for the
past several years.

During the argument,

TMC MP and State
Government counsel Kalyan
Banerjee told the Court that
there were about “Rs 4,500
crore in arrears.” Additional
Solicitor General Ashok
Chakraborty, appearing for
the Centre, argued that
funds had been withheld
because there had been
“absolute misappropriation

of funds by the State,”
adding an enquiry had
already been conducted
into it. The counsel,
however, said that the
Union Government had
no problem releasing
the funds.

The judges said, “As
accepted by all the parties
that there exists no imped-
iment for implementing
MGNREGA with prospective
effect, we deem it proper to
implement the MGNREGA
scheme forthwith.”

Earlier, the same Court,
while hearing a petition
filed by the West Bengal
Agricultural Workers’ Union
(Paschim Banga Khet Mojur
Samiti) had directed the
Centre to make the pay-
ments of the pending funds.
The Union Government
then preferred an appeal in
the Supreme Court.

The Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Justice
Sandeep Mehta refused to
entertain the Centre’s
appeal and upheld the High
Court order.

In what the TMC
Government called a politics
of vendetta, the BJP-led
Centre had held back thou-
sands of crores against
works that had already been
completed. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee repeat-
edly attacked the Centre
for withholding the rightful
funds of the agricultural
workers for works they
had done.

ED makes 3rd arrest in Reliance Power
fake bank guarantee linked PMLA case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has made a fresh and the
third arrest in connection
with a money laundering
probe against businessman
Anil Ambani’s group company
Reliance Power linked to
issuance of an alleged fake
bank guarantee of 68 crore,
official sources said on Friday.

A person identified as Amar
Nath Dutta was taken into
custody on Thursday under
the provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). A
special court sent him to four
days of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) custody,
they said.

The federal probe agency
has arrested former Reliance
Power CFO Ashok Kumar Pal
and a private person Partha
Sarathi Biswal, MD of an
Odisha-based company
named Biswal Tradelink, as

A PERSON
IDENTIFIED AS

AMAR NATH DUTTA
WAS TAKEN INTO
CUSTODY ON
THURSDAY UNDER
THE PROVISIONS OF
THE PREVENTION OF
MONEY LAUNDERING
ACT (PMLA)

part of this investigation.

The case pertains to a bank
guarantee of%¥68.2 crore sub-
mitted to the Solar Energy
Corporation of India Limited
(SECI) on behalf of Reliance
NU BESS Limited, a subsidiary
of Reliance Power, a listed
company, which was found to
be “fake”.

The company was former-
ly known as Maharashtra
Energy Generation Limited.

Biswal Tradelink, the
Enforcement Directorate had
alleged, operated a racket
for providing “fake” bank

guarantees for business
groups. The Reliance Group
had earlier said Anil Ambani
was “not on the Board of
Reliance Power Limited for
more than 3.5 years and is not
concerned with this matterin
any manner.”

The money laundering case
stems from a November 2024
FIR of Delhi Police’s Economic
Offences Wing (EOW). It was
alleged that the Biswal
Tradelink was engaged in
issuing “fake” bank guaran-
tees against a commission of
8 per cent.

Probe found that Reliance
NU BESS Ltd. Submitted a
bank guarantee from the
FirstRand Bank located in
Manila, Philippines, but the
said bank does not have a
branch in that country, as
per the ED.

Reliance Power had said
earlier that it had been a
“victim of fraud, forgery and
cheating conspiracy” in this
case and it had made due dis-

closures in this context
to the stock exchange on
November 7, 2024.

A group spokesperson had
said a criminal complaint
was lodged by them against
the third party (accused
company) with Delhi Police’s
EOW in October 2024 and
the “due process” of law
would follow.

The ED sources had said
that the Bhubaneswar-based
company (Biswal Tradelink)
was using an email domain —
s-bi.Co.In — similar to
sbi.Co.In to create a “facade”
of genuineness that the com-
munication was being sent by
the State Bank of India (SBI),
the country’s largest lender.

The fake domain was used
to send “forged” communica-
tion to the SECI, they said.
Biswal Tradelink, according
to the ED, was a “mere paper
entity” as its registered office
was a residential property
belonging to a relative of
Biswal.
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BJP MLAs UNITED FOR POPULAR
GOVT IN MANIPUR: EX-CM BIREN

Former Manipur chief minister and BJP leader N Biren
Singh on Friday said the party’s legislators in the state
have conveyed to central leaders that it is both the wish
of the people and the MLAs that a popular government
be installed in the state at the earliest.

Talking reporters at the BJP headquarters after a
rendition of the national song 'Vande Mataram’, Singh
said the legislators are united on the formation of a
popular ministry. "We had gone to Delhi recently.
Twenty-five MLAs met BJP North East in-charge Sambit
Patra, who personally came to Manipur Bhavan. We
informed him that it is public demand that a popular

Government be installed.”

GUJARAT CM FLAGS OFF
JANJATIYA GAURAV YATRA

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel on Friday flagged
off the Janjatiya Gaurav Yatra’ from Ambaji town in
Banaskantha district as part of the 150th birth anniversary
of tribal icon Birsa Munda. Speaking on the occasion, the
chief minister said that to ensure the present generation
understands the historical contribution of tribal
communities in the freedom struggle under the
leadership of Birsa Munda, this year is being observed as
the Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh’ under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

Wildlife panel clears 13 defence paramilitary
projects in Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Standing Committee of
the National Board for Wild
Life (NBWL) has recommend-
ed 13 defence and paramili-
tary projects, most of them
in high-altitude protected
areas of Ladakh and one in
Arunachal Pradesh.
The proposals, submitted by
the Ministry of Defence, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO), include
new border outposts, a
brigade headquarters,
ammunition storage and
training facilities and bridge
and culvert works.
According to the minutes of
its 86th meeting, the commit-
tee has approved these pro-
jects with strict environmen-
tal safeguards to protect
fragile Himalayan ecosystems.
The committee has recom-
mended the use of 0.37
hectare of the Eco-Sensitive
Zone of the Eaglenest
Wildlife Sanctuary in

THE COMMITTEE
HAS APPROVED
THESE PROJECTS
WITH STRICT
ENVIRONMENTAL
SAFEGUARDS TO
PROTECT FRAGILE
HIMALAYAN
ECOSYSTEMS

Arunachal Pradesh for the
construction of a 158-metre-
long permanent bridge on
the Balipara-Charduar-
Tawang road under Project
Vartak. The area lies
within a global biodiversity
hotspot and an important
elephant corridor.

The proposal was cleared
with a mitigation plan that
includes construction only
during daylight hours, speed-
control measures and waste
and noise management.

In Ladakh, several major
defence projects were
approved inside the
Changthang Cold Desert and
Karakoram (Nubra-Shayok)

Congress proud flagbearer
of Vande Mataram: Kharge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge on Friday
said his party has been the
proud flagbearer of “Vande
Mataram”, which awakened
the collective soul of the
nation and became the rally-
ing cry for freedom, whereas
BJP and RSS have “avoided”
the national song despite its
universal reverence.

RSS and BJP, who claim to
be self-proclaimed guardians
of nationalism, have never
sung “Vande Mataram” or
the national anthem, “Jana
Gana Mana”, in their shakhas
or offices.

On the 150th anniversary
of India’s national song,
Kharge said in a statement
that “vande Mataram”, com-
posed by Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay, embodies
the spirit of Bharat Mata and
celebrates the unity and
diversity of India.

“The Indian National
Congress has been the proud
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flagbearer of ‘Vande
Mataram’. It was during the
1896 session of the Congress
in Calcutta, under the lead-
ership of the then Congress
President Rahmatullah
Sayani that ‘Vande Mataram’
was sung publicly for the first
time by Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore.
“That moment infused
new life into the freedom
struggle. The Congress
understood that the British
Empire’s policy of divide and

rule, manipulating religious,
caste and regional identities,
was designed to break
India’s unity. Against this,
‘Vande Mataram’ rose as a
song of unflinching strength,
uniting all Indians in devo-
tion to Bharat Mata,” he said.
From the Partition of
Bengal in 1905 to the last
breaths of the country’s
brave revolutionaries,
“Vande Mataram” echoed
through the land, the
Congress president said.

They attain the heights by

It was the title of Lala
Lajpat Rai’s publication,
inscribed on Bhikaji Cama’s
flag raised in Germany, and
found in Pandit Ram Prasad
Bismil’s Kranti Gitanjali, he
noted.

“Terrified by its populari-
ty, the British banned it, for
it had become the heartbeat
of India’s freedom struggle,”
Kharge said.

In 1915, he said, Mahatma
Gandhi wrote that “Vande
Mataram” had become the
“most powerful battle cry
among Hindus and
Musalmans of Bengal during
the Partition days. It was an
anti-imperialist cry”.

The Congress chief said
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
prime minister of India, said
in 1938 that “for more than
30 years now, the song is
related directly to Indian
nationalism. Such ‘songs of
people’ are not tailor-made
neither can they be imposed
on the minds of people.

themselves”.

Vande Mataram timeless
anthem: Vice-President

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan on Friday
described “Vande Mataram”
as a timeless anthem that
awakened the spirit of
nationalism and continues to
inspire generations.

In a post on X, he said “As
we celebrate 150 years of
Vande Mataram, | extend my
respectful tribute to our
revered National Song - a
timeless anthem that awak-
ened the spirit of nationalism
and continues to inspire gen-
erations”.

Composed by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay on
the occasion of Akshaya
Navami, November 7, 1875,
“Vande Mataram” invokes
the motherland as the
embodiment of strength,
prosperity, and divinity,
he said.

“The song emerged as a
powerful symbol during
India’s freedom movement,
rekindling patriotic fervour
across the nation and uniting
people of all regions, lan-
guages, and faiths in one

voice of devotion and
courage,” Radhakrishnan
recalled.

“Vande Mataram”, he said,
stands as an enduring
emblem of India’s cultural
heritage and civilisational
ethos. It reflects the harmony
between the spiritual and the
national, between the indi-
vidual and the collective,
he underlined.

“May the immortal words
of “Vande Mataram” contin-
ue to inspire every Indian to
uphold the ideals of
patriotism, discipline, and
dedication in building a pros-
perous and harmonious
nation,” he said.

The Constituent Assembly
had accorded “Vande
Mataram” the status of
national song.

It had noted that while
“Jan Gan Man” will be the
national anthem, “Vande
Mataram” will get the same
status and respect.

Parliament sessions com-
mence with the recital of “Jan
Gan Man” and conclude
(adjourn sine die or indefi-
nitely) with recital of
“Vande Mataram”.

Entire Opposition aligned against NC over its anti-BJP stand,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Budgam

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Friday accused the entire
Opposition of joining forces
against his party, National
Conference (NC), which he
said has stood firm on its
promise to keep the BJP out
of power.

Campaigning for the NC
candidate in a roadshow in
Budgam of central Kashmir,
Abdullah said that his
Government has been “occa-
sionally punished” for its
anti-BJP stance.

In his address, Abdullah
framed the November 11

bypoll as a contest against a
unified opposition trying to
defeat Agha Mehmood, the
NC candidate.

Launching an attack on
the PDP, he reminded the
people of the 2014 Assembly
election and its aftermath,
when the PDP joined hands
with the BJP.

“The party that came out
here, who told you that to
keep the BJP out, it is neces-
sary to vote for the PDP. And
what was the result after the
election? The same people
brought the BJP to power
and started to destroy Jammu
and Kashmir,” he said.

Abdullaah said the NC in
2024 sought votes with a
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Jammu and Kashmir National Conference (JKNC) Vice President and state
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah addressing a public rally ahead of the Budgam

Assembly constituency bypoll in Budgam district, Jammu and Kashmir

PTI

commitment to keep the BJP
out and has stood by that
pledge by not forming an
alliance.

“This is the difference
between the PDP and the
National Conference,” he
said. “They asked for votes
against the BJP in 2014 and
then shook hands with the
same people. We asked for
votes against the BJP in 2024
and still kept them out of the
government.”

Abdullah said that his gov-
ernment’s pre-poll promise to
bring a resolution to seek the
special status of Jammu and
Kashmirin the first assembly
session was fulfilled when a
copy of the resolution passed

says Omar

by the state assembly was
handed over to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Asked about the absence of
his party’s Lok Sabha MP, Aga
Ruhullah Mehdi, who has
represented this Shia-domi-
nated seat thrice, Abdullah
replied that his party
had never forced anyone
to campaign.

“Those who want to cam-
paign do out of their own free
will, and those who do not
wish to will not. That is per-
fectly ok; I do not force
anyone to campaign. But
when we win, those who
did not support us are not
going to be part of our joy,”
Abdullah said.

wildlife sanctuaries.

These include the estab-
lishment of a 315 Field
Workshop Company at
Chushul, spread over 3.7
hectares, to support the 142
Infantry Brigade deployed
near the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

The committee has also
cleared a Formation
Ammunition Storage Facility
(FASF) at Tsogtsalu, covering
24.2 hectares, in the
Changthang Sanctuary.

Another FASF of 47.1
hectares at KM-47 in the
Karakoram Sanctuary has
also been recommended.

A 48.6-hectare Training
Node Area at Tara in the
Changthang Sanctuary,
located around 15,500 feet
above sea level, was rec-
ommended to provide real-
istic high-altitude tactical
training for troops.

The committee has also
approved the use of 40
hectares at Chushul for
establishing a Brigade
Headquarters for the 142

Infantry Brigade, along with
related support units.

Other projects cleared
include an artillery battery
on 9.46 hectares at KM-148
and an Army camp on 8.16
hectares at KM-120 in the
Karakoram Sanctuary.

The committee has also
recommended three new
ITBP border outposts at
Quazi Langer, Bopsang
Lungpa and KM-156, each
spread over about 1.62
hectares, and a 0.1-hectare
transit detachment at KM-80.

A small hume pipe culvert
at Mudh, near the Nyoma
Advanced Landing Ground,
was also cleared to facilitate
movement across the Indus
river.During discussions,
ecologist R Sukumar advised
that defence infrastructure
should not be located close
to marshes, riverbanks or
narrow valleys prone to flash
floods and avalanches.

The committee noted his
suggestions and directed
that these be incorporated
into mitigation plans.

MP High Court issues notices to Speaker Tomar,
MLA Nirmala Sapre over anti-defection petition

GIRISH SHARMA
M Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court has issued notices to
Assembly Speaker Narendra
Singh Tomar and Congress
MLA from Bina Nirmala Sapre
over a long-pending petition
seeking Sapre’s disqualifica-
tion under the anti-defection
law, after she allegedly quit
the Congress and joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
last year.

The division bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Sanjeev
Sachdeva and Justice Vinay
Saraf, heard the matter on
Friday and directed both
parties to file their responses
before the next hearing,
scheduled for November 18,
2025. The petition was filed by
Leader of the Opposition in
Madhya Pradesh Assembly
Umang Singhar, who has
alleged that the Speaker’s
inaction for over sixteen
months violates both consti-
tutional provisions and
Supreme Court directives.

[

S
MLA Nirmala Sapre

Sapre, who won the 2023
Assembly election from Bina
constituency in Sagar district
on a Congress ticket, formal-
ly joined the BJP in May 2024
in the presence of Chief
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav and
senior party leaders.

Her defection came just
weeks before the Lok Sabha
elections, making her the
third opposition MLA in
Madhya Pradesh to cross over
to the BJP since the polls
were announced.

Despite repeated represen-

tations, the petition filed by
Singhar before the Speaker—
seeking her disqualification
under Paragraph 2(1)(a) of the
Tenth Schedule and Article
191(2) of the Constitution—
has seen no movement. The
Leader of the Opposition then
approached the High Court,
alleging that the Speaker was
deliberately delaying the deci-
sion to protect the ruling
party’s interests.

During Friday’s hearing,
Chief Justice Sachdeva ques-
tioned the state’s Advocate
General Prashant Singh over
the inordinate delay. The
bench cited the Supreme
Court’s rulings in Padi Kaushik
Reddy vs. Telangana State
and Kesham vs. Manipur
State, which mandate that
defection petitions must be
disposed of within three
months. The court observed
that the Speaker’s prolonged
inaction undermines the prin-
ciples of constitutional moral-
ity and legislative integrity.

Representing Singhar,
advocates Vibhore
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UMI conference to focus on improving urban transport: Manohar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Gurugram

Union Minister for Housing,
Urban Affairs, and Energy
Manohar Lal said that the
primary goal of the 18th
Urban Mobility India (UMI)
Conference and Exhibition is
to enhance urban trans-
portation systems and ser-
vices to ensure ease of travel
for citizens.

The three-day conference,
inaugurated in Gurugram
on Friday, is being held under
the theme “Easy Mode of
Travelling” and aims to
produce policy-based rec-
ommendations that will con-
tribute to sustainable urban
development and improved
public services.

Speaking at the inaugural
session, Manohar Lal also
inaugurated the develop-
mental exhibition showcas-
ing advancements in urban
development and mobility.
The minister announced
three major initiatives aimed
at strengthening public con-

venience and developing
robust urban infrastructure.

He announced the estab-
lishment of Delhi Metro
International Limited (DMIL),
which will work toward
expanding India’s metro
expertise to other countries.
He also unveiled plans for a
Mass Rapid Transit System
(MRTS) in collaboration with
the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) to
enhance interconnectivity
and ensure safe, reliable,
and cyber-secure transport
systems. Additionally, the
Delhi Metro Rail Academy

-

will be set up to promote
innovation, capacity build-
ing, and the establishment of
a Centre of Excellence to
guide metro services with
modern, technology-driven
approaches.

The Union Minister said
that while Delhi has several
large convention centers,
Gurugram also deserves a
similar state-of-the-art facil-
ity. He assured that discus-
sions will be held with
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini to develop
such a convention center in
Gurugram.

Highlighting the vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Manohar Lal said that
India is rapidly advancing
toward self-reliance. He
emphasized thatintegrated
transport networks will play
a crucial role in making India
adeveloped nation by 2047,
in line with the Make in India
initiative. India currently
ranks third globally in metro
service coverage and is
expected to surpass the
United States in the next
three years, he said.

The government, he
added, is committed to
adopting new technologies
in public services and will
continue collaborating with
experts to implement future-
ready mobility solutions
through platforms like UMI.

Union Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs
Tokhan Sahu said that the
UMI Conference represents
an important step toward
achieving India’s develop-
mental vision for2047. Under
the leadership of Prime

Minister Modi, he said, India’s
urban future is being shaped
with new thinking, new
energy, and renewed com-
mitment. The conference,
he noted, reflects both
India’s cultural heritage and
its determination for
progress.

Sahu added that urban
transport today goes beyond
mobility—it acts as a driver of
economic growth, environ-
mental sustainability, and
social equity. This year’s con-
ference, he said, focuses on
the interconnection between
urban development and
transport, ensuring that cit-
izens have easy access to
education, healthcare, and
employment.

He also highlighted key ini-
tiatives transforming urban
mobility, including the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Mission AMRUT, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban),
metro rail expansion, electric
bus services, public bicycle
systems, and transit-orient-

ed development.

Khandelwal and Jayesh
Gurnani argued that Sapre’s
switch of allegiance constitut-
ed “voluntary surrender” of
her Congress membership
and, therefore, her Assembly
membership automatically
stands terminated. They
added that under the
Constitution, a legislator who
defects must contest a fresh
election to retain legitimacy.

The court found merit in
the arguments and issued
notices to both the Speaker
and Sapre, seeking their
formal replies.

Sapre’s defection had trig-
gered political ripples last
year, as Bina is a key con-
stituency in the Bundelkhand
region, and her exit had
further weakened the
Congress in the Sagar belt.

The development also
comes amid growing debate
over the implementation of
the anti-defection law, with
the judiciary repeatedly
emphasizing timely adjudica-
tion to preserve democratic
accountability.

Sulakshana Pandit is

TN RAGHUNATHA
B Mumbai

Bollywood’s yesteryear singer
and actress Sulakshana Pandit
— who sang with the top
singers and acted with leading
actors of the day in her short-
lived career —died of a cardiac
arrest at @ Mumbai hospital
after prolonged illness.

Sulakshana —who chose to
remain a spinster after the late
Sanjiv Kumar rejected her
marriage proposal and was
living with her younger actress
sister Vijayata Pandit —was 71.
She breathed her last at
Nanavati Hospital on
Thursday.

Daughter of classical vocal-
ist Pratap Narain Pandit, niece
of the legendary classical
vocalist Pandit Jasraj and
sister of music-director duo
Jatin-Lalit, Sulakshana came
from a distinguished musical
lineage and came from the
Mewati Gharana. She was
part of a big family of seven
siblings - brothers Jatin and
Lalit Pandit, brother

Mandheer Pandit, and sisters
Maya, Sandhya and Vijayta.

Born on July 12, 1954,
in Raigarh, Chhattisgarh,
Sulakshana began singing at
the tender age of nine years.

She made a foray into
Bollywood as a child singer by
singing the popular song “Saat
Samundar Paar se” with Lata
Mangeshkar in 1967. She went
to sing in the later years with
top-notch singers like Lata
herself, Kishore Kumar,
Mohammed Rafi, Shailender
Singh, Yesudas, Mahendra
Kapoor and Udit Narayan. She
sang in Hindi, Bengali, Marathi,
Oriya and Gujarati.

As a 13-year-old, she sang
with Lata Mangeshkar, “Pappa
Jaldi Aa Jaana...” (Taqdeer,
1967) composed by Laxmikant-
Pyarelal. She became popular
when she sang “Beqgarar Dil Tu
Gaye Ja...” with Kishore Kumar
(‘Door Ka Rahi’, 1971).

Her popular songs includ-
ed “Jaana Kahan Hai” (Chalte
Chalte), “Chal Chal Kahin
Akele Mein” (Salakhein)
(both1975); “Somwar Ko Hum

NO Mmore

Mile” (Apnapan), “Aaj Loota
Do” (Kasam Khoon Ki) (1977);
“Jab Aati Hogi Yaad Meri’
(Phaansi), “Haathon Me Mere
Bhi Mehndi” (Dil Se Mile Dil)
(1978); “Pardesiya Tere Des
Me” (Garam Khoon), “Mana
Teri Nazar Me” (Khandan)
(1979); “Mausam Mausam,
Lovely Mausam” (Thodisi
Bewafai), “Geeton Ki Duniya
Me Sargam” (Sparsh) (1980);
“Jiske Liye Sabko Chhoda”
(Saajan Ki Saheli), “Tumse
Kehna Hai Ki Dushwar”
(Chehre Pe Chehra) (1981).

In 1986, Sulakshana was
one of the singers to perform
at the Royal Albert Hall in
London to celebrate the
“Festival of Indian Music”
Concert along with acclaimed
Music Directors Laxmikant
Pyarelal and singers Manhar,
Shabbir Kumar, Nitin Mukesh
and Anuradha Paudwal.

She had a short acting
career in the 1970s and early
‘80s. She began her acting
career with the suspense
thriller Uljhan in 1975, opposite
Sanjeev Kumar.
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Supreme Court dismisses
PIL of law student, calls

him media crazy
.

—— & T e

The Supreme Court (SC) pulled up a third-year law
student on Friday for filing a “frivolous” PIL challenging
a Presidential Order of 1950 pertaining to the
recognition of the Scheduled Castes, saying he appears
to be “media crazy”. A bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi dismissed the student's petition after
he failed to explain why he chose to challenge an order
of 1950 in 2025 and that too, by filing a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) plea with cryptic and misdirected
information. “Instead of focussing on your studies, you
chose to file this frivolous petition. You should have first
completed your law degree and then file a petition. At
least, you should have done your homework,” the bench
told the student, who appeared in the courtin person.
“Go and complete your law. Otherwise, we will impose
some exemplary cost and pass some remarks against
you," Justice Kant told the student. The student told the
court that he was aggrieved by the order of 1950 but
was unable to explain how he was aggrieved by it. The
bench dismissed the petition and said, “The petitioner,
who claims to be a law student, instead of concentrating
on completing his studies, has apparently filed this writ
petition to gain popularity. He appears to be media crazy
and has chosen to file the writ petition without doing
any homework, with all cry.

SC to hear on Nov 11 plea of
DMK against EC’s decision
to conduct SIR in Tamil Nadu

The Supreme Court (SC) on Friday agreed to hear on
November 11 the plea of DMK challenging the decision
of the Election Commission to conduct a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Tamil Nadu.
A bench comprising Chief Justice BR Gavai and Justice K
Vinod Chandran was urged by lawyer Vivek Singh,
appearing for the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK),
to accord an urgent hearing to the petition. “List it on
Tuesday,” the CJI said.

Meanwhile, CPI(M) and Congress from Kerala also
declared approaching Supreme Court. TMC also declared
to file petition against Election Commission’s decision to
condcut SIR in the poll bound states. These States are
going to Assembly elections in April-May, next year.
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SC offers solace to Air-India pilot’s fa

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Friday said no one blamed
the chief pilot of the Air India
Dreamliner for the June 12
crash, which claimed 260
lives, and asked his 91-year-
old father not to carry any
emotional burden.

“There is no insinuation
against him even in the pre-
liminary report,” a bench of
Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi said, empha-
sising that if necessary, the
court will clarify that the
pilot is not to be blamed
for the “unfortunate” plane
crash.

The top courtissued notice
to the Centre and the Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on a plea of Pushkaraj
Sabharwal, the father of
deceased pilot Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
have moved the Supreme
Court for a court-monitored
inquiry headed by a former
apex court judge into the
crash of Air India flight Al171
in Ahmedabad.

“First of all, it was an unfor-
tunate plane crash and sec-
ondly, you should not carry a
burden on yourself that your
son is being blamed. The
pilot is not to be blamed for
the plane crash. It was an
accident,” the bench told
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appear-
ing for Pushkaraj Sabharwal.

“No one in the county
believes that it was the fault
of the pilot,” it said.

Sankaranarayanan said it
all started after US publica-
tion Wall Street Journal put
out a news report pointing to
errors on the part of the pilot

that led to the plane crash
and citing unnamed
Government sources.

The bench said, “It was a
nasty reporting only to blame
India. We are not bothered by
foreign media reports. No
one in the country believes
that it was the fault of
the pilot.”

Sankaranarayanan said, “I
am aggrieved because my
son was attacked.”

Justice Bagchi said if the
petitioner is aggrieved by
the foreign media reports,
then, with respect, his
remedy lies in American
court, where he can file a suit.

“Your angst is understand-
able but there is clear incon-
gruity between public per-
ception and the factual posi-
tion,” Justice Bagchi added.

The judges read out a para-

graph from the preliminary
report of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Board (AAIB)
issued on July 12 and said
nowhere does it state that the
pilot is to be blamed and it
only refers to the conversa-
tion between him and his
co-pilot.

“There is just a mention of
the cockpit recorder where
one pilot asked whether the
fuel was cut off by the other
and the other pilot said no.
There’s no suggestion of any
fault in that report. There is
no question of apportioning
blame on them,” Justice
Bagchi said.

Sankaranarayanan pointed
out that there were persistent
safety issues involving Boeing
aircraft globally and the
Ahmedabad crash must be
viewed in that larger context.

“The scope of the AAIB
investigation is not to blame
but to suggest preventive
measures. If necessary, we
will clarify that the pilot
cannot be blamed,” the
bench said.

“We are a country of
around 142 crore people and
none of them believes the
blame has to go to the pilot.
Whatever could be the
reason for the tragedy, it is
not the pilots,” it added.

Sankaranarayanan said
that they want an indepen-
dent probe into the matter
and the preliminary report
prepared after the tragedy
was not based on an inde-
pendent investigation.

Justice Bagchi said the
investigation into the acci-
dentwas conducted accord-
ing to the process.

“Ifyou challenge the inves-
tigation, you have to chal-
lenge the statutory provi-
sions of the (Aircraft) Act
itself,” the judge said.

Sankaranarayanan said,
“These pilots are offering
their services to the nation.
Such kind of insinuations...
That’s very sad.” The bench
listed the matter for further
hearing on November 10,
along with other pending
petitions on the crash.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal has
sought a “fair, transparent
and technically robust” inves-
tigation into the tragic inci-
dent.

He said his son had an
“unblemished career span-
ning over 30 years, with
15,638 hours of incident-free
flying, including 8,596 hours
on Boeing 787-8 aircraft,

Take down YouTube channels hosting deepfake
videos of Rajat Sharma: Delh1 HC to Google

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi High Court (HC) on
Friday directed Google LLC to
take down two YouTube
channels hosting and circu-
lating deepfake and fabri-
cated videos using the per-
sonality rights of journalist
Rajat Sharma. The High Court
ordered Google to take them
down within 36 hours and to
disclose BSI details, access
and contact details and mon-
etisation data of the channels
to Sharma within one week.

“Keeping in the averments
made in the application cat-
egorically asserting the
videos uploaded on these
channels are fake, doctored
and Al generated imperson-
ating plaintiff no. 1 (Sharma)
and spreading misinforma-
tion, the court is satisfied
that the plaintiff has made
out a case for issuance of
directions as prayed for,”
Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora said.

The court directed Sharma

Rajat Sharma

and Google to have a mutual
meeting where the journalist
can bring to Google’s atten-
tion the deepfake content.

It asked Google to ensure
that identical content is
removed to obviate the plain-
tiff’s onus of making an
endeavour to look out for
such content on the channels.

The action is not only nec-
essary to protect the plain-
tiff's common law rights and
statutory rights but also to
help in stopping the spread-
ing of misinformation, the
court said.

It allowed the fresh interim
application of Sharma in his
suit seeking protection of his
personality rights.

The court was hearing the
journalist’s suit against
several defendants.

The lawsuit alleges that
the firms were perpetuating
gross misinformation, includ-
ing through wrongful use of
Al for the creation of doctored
videos bearing distorted,
modified, and modulated
images or voice and other
personality traits of Sharma.

The counsel representing

Sharma submitted that the
two channels were primari-
ly dedicated to the journalist,
so they were praying for the
taking down of the channels
and not just the content.

He said the YouTube chan-
nels unauthorisedly lifted
copyright footage from
Sharma’s news channel, and
doctored and edited it.

The counsel called the two
channels “rogue” for hosting
deepfake, fabricated videos
and impersonating Sharma,
as well as other prominent
Indian journalists.

The court granted liberty to
Sharma to approach Google
regarding any other false or
fake videos uploaded against
him on any other channel
and ordered Google to take
them down within 48 hours.

Earlier, another bench of
the high court passed an
interim order protecting
Sharma’s personality rights,
while ordering the removal of
any content bearing
doctored traits of the TV
journalist.

SC notice to Mohammad Shami on
wife’s plea for higher maintenance

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court (SC) issued
a notice to cricketer
Mohammad Shami on Friday
on a plea filed by his estranged
wife Hasin Jahan, seeking
enhancement of the interim
maintenance granted to her
and their minor daughter. A
bench comprising Justices
Manoj Misra and Ujjal Bhuyan
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Mohammad Shami, Hasin Jahan

sought Shami’s response on
his wife’s plea challenging
two orders passed on July 1

daughter. The petition points
out that Shami’s annual

and August 25 by the Calcutta
High Court. The High Court has
enhanced the interim mainte-
nance payable by Shami to
1.5 lakh per month for his
spouse and 2.5 lakh per
month for their daughter,
while allowing the cricketer to
clear the arrears in eight
monthly instalments.

In her plea before the apex
court, Shami’s wife has con-
tended that the amounts
awarded are “grossly inade-
quate”, considering the crick-
eter’s financial standing and
“lavish lifestyle”.

She has sought a monthly
maintenance of %7 lakh for
herself and %3 lakh for their

income, as disclosed in his
Income Tax Return for 2021-22,
stood at nearly %48 crore,
while she has been forced to
live in “downtrodden condi-
tions”, struggling to meet even
basic expenses.

It also highlights Shami’s
ownership of luxury vehicles,
including a Range Rover, a
Jaguar, a Mercedes and a
Toyota Fortuner. The couple
got married in April 2014.

In 2018, Shami’s wife got an
FIR lodged at the Jadavpur
police station in Kolkata, alleg-
ing domestic violence, which
subsequently led to a
chargesheet against the crick-
eter. She later moved a court

under the Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, seeking interim
maintenance. A trial court
had initially granted ¥ 80,000
per month for the child but
denied maintenance to
Shami’s spouse.

On appeal, the Sessions
Court awarded her 350,000
and the child 80,000 in 2023.
The Calcutta High Court,
through its July 1 order, further
increased the amounts to Rs
1.5 lakh and 2.5 lakh, respec-
tively. The August 25 order
allowed Shami to pay the
arrears in instalments.

Senior advocate Shobha
Gupta appeared in the
court for the cricketer’s
estranged wife.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

reserved for November 29 its
order on cognisance of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
chargesheet in the National
Herald case.

Special Judge Vishal Gogne
said, “Further submissions
and clarifications have been
advanced by the additional

the ED in light of the inspec-
tion of the case filed by the
court. List for orders on
November 29.” Earlier, the
court had also deferred the

A Delhi court on Friday

solicitor general on behalf of
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ther

without a single reported
lapse or incident causing
fatalities or otherwise”.

The petition, filed through
AP&] Chambers on October
10, made Union Ministry of
Civil Aviation, DGCA and AAIB
respondents.

The plea seeks directions
for the constitution of an
independent committee, also
comprising aviation and tech-
nical experts, to probe
the crash.

The approach of the inves-
tigation has resulted in a
failure to adequately
examine, or rule out, other
more plausible technical and
procedural factors relating to
Boeing that could have con-
tributed to the tragic incident,
the plea said.

“An incomplete and preju-
diced inquiry, without iden-
tification of the exact cause of
the accident, endangers the
lives of future passengers
and undermines aviation
safety at large, causing a vio-
lation of Article 21 of the
Constitution,” it said.

The probe team is domi-
nated by officers from DGCA
and the state aviation author-
ities whose procedures, over-
sightand possible lapses are
directly implicated in the
investigation, it added.

The ill-fated aircraft took off
from Ahmedabad for London
Gatwick but crashed within
minutes, impacting the BJ
Medical College hostel
located less than a nautical
mile from the end of
the runway.

The Emergency Locator
Transmitter failed to acti-
vate, and both the pilot-in-
command Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal and co-pilot
Captain Clive Kunder lost
their lives in the crash, the
plea said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi High Court (HC) on
Friday delivered a split
verdict on a plea by jailed
Jammu and Kashmir MP
Abdul Rashid Sheikh alias
Engineer Rashid seeking
modification of an order
asking him to deposit
approximately ¥ four lakh
with jail authorities to attend
Parliament while being in
custody. While Justice Vivek
Chaudhary rejected Rashid’s
plea, Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani allowed it.

“We have not been able to
concur with each other. We
have given two separate
judgments. It will have to be
placed before the Chief
Justice for appropriate
orders,” both the judges said
while pronouncing the
verdict. Justice Chaudhary
added, “My brother (]
Bhambhani) has allowed the
application. I ended up
rejecting it.” The high court

was hearing a plea by Rashid

HC delivers split verdict on MP
Engineer Rashid’s plea against
order on travel expenses

Engineer Rashid MP

seeking modification of an
order passed by a coordinate
bench on March 25, asking
him to depositaround  four
lakh with jail authorities to
attend Parliament while
being in custody.

The Baramulla MP, who
defeated Omar Abdullah in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, is
facing trial in a terror funding
case with allegations that he
funded separatists and terror
groups in Jammu and
Kashmir. He has been lodged
in Delhi’s Tihar Jail since
2019 after the NIA arrested
him in the 2017 terror-
funding case.

L_;-Sonia Gandhi ﬂ

order on cognisance of the
ED, pointing out the need to
conduct further inspection of

— .

Rahul Gandhi

the case files. The ED has
accused Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul

Gandhi, late party leaders
Motilal Vora and Oscar
Fernandes, as well as Suman
Dubey, Sam Pitroda and a
private company, Young
Indian, of conspiracy and
money laundering over the
alleged fraudulent takeover
0f 2,000 crore worth prop-
erties belonging to
Associated Journals Limited
(AJL), which published the
National Herald newspaper.
The ED’s case originates from
the case filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy, where
Congress leaders are facing
trial from 2014.

The agency charged that

ED chargesheet in Herald case: Delhi court reserves order

the Gandhis held the major-
ity 76 per cent shares in
Young Indian, which alleged-
ly fraudulently usurped the
assets of AJL in exchange for
a %90 crore loan. The
chargesheet names Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi,
Pitroda, Dubey, Sunil
Bhandari, Young Indian and
Dotex Merchandise Pvt Ltd, a
company linked to RP
Goenka Group. ED has
already attached properties
of the erstwhile newspaper
company in Delhi, Lucknow,
Mumbai and Panchkula,
worth more than
%2000 crore.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Government on Friday re-
appointed former Supreme Court
Justice Ashok Bhushan as
Chairperson of the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT). According to an order issued
on November 7 by the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet approved
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs’
proposal for Justice Bhushan’s re-

appointment till he attains the age

of 70 years on July 4, 2026.

Born on July 5, 1956 in Uttar
Pradesh’s Jaunpur, Justice Bhushan
graduated in Arts in 1975 and earned
his law degree with First Division
from Allahabad University in 1979. He
was elected Senior Vice-President of
the Allahabad High Court Bar
Association. Justice Bhushan was
elevated as permanent judge of the
Allahabad High Court on April 24,
2001. He was sworn in as Judge of
the Kerala High Court on July 10, 2014,
became Acting Chief Justice on
August 1,2014, and was sworn in as
Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court

=
Justice Ashok Bhushan
on March 26, 2015. On May 13, 2016,

he was elevated to the Supreme
Court of India. In July 2020, he was

Justice Ashok Bhushan re-appointed NCLAT Chairperson

appointed as Chairman, Ravi Beas
River Tribunal. He retired from the
Supreme Court on July 4, 2021.

Justice Bhushan was part of the
five-judge bench which decided
Ayodhya case in 2019. He delivered
series of judgments during Covid
pandemic, ensuring relief to migrant
workers, food supply to
needy people.

Justice Bhushan joined as chairper-
son of NCLAT on November 8, 2021,
presiding over significant matters
involving corporate law, insolvency,
and competition statutes. He will
now continue until July 2026.
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The rise of Munir and
Pak democracy in retreat

Asim Munir’s push to add economic muscle to the army
through the proposed 27th Constitutional Amendment
marks a decisive shift towards military-led governance

Pakistan has been in a crisis situation for long and that
keep compounding over the years. The fragile democracy
has not been able to take roots as Pakistan army has ruled
the beleagured state either directly or by proxy. The leaders
have played to the tune of army Generals or paid the price
for being non-complying. Now Pakistan's democracy stands
at another turning point once again. Field Marshal Asim
Munir's bid to usurp more power through proposed 27th
Constitutional Amendment makes his intentions clear -
centralised, military-led governance.

The 27th Amendment seeks to undo the spirit of the
18th Amendment of 2010, which devolved fiscal and
administrative powers to the provinces — a move that
strengthened federalism and civilian control by giving
fiscal powers to the states.

However, this never went well with the army. For years,
generals have complained that the provinces hold too
much of the country's resources. Now, Munir appears set to
reclaim that power for the centre — and thereby for the
army. The proposed amendment reportedly redefines the
National Finance Commission Award, expands presidential
authority, and introduces measures to “discipline” the
judiciary. Together, these changes would give the military
unprecedented influence over Pakistan’s political and
economic structure.

A new Constitutional Court, along with greater control
over judicial appointments and transfers, would ensure
that dissent from the bench is neutralised.

This is not a return to martial law but an evolution of
Pakistan's “hybrid” system, where civilian governments
serve under military direction. Munir, whose command is
expected to extend until 2027 and possibly beyond,
without the declaration of emergency.

Pakistan is grappling with economic freefall, rising
terrorism on its western border with Afghanistan, and
growing public disillusionment with the political class

Instead of empowering institutions to manage these
crises, the state is tightening its grip.

Each military attempt to impose order has left the
country weaker, its political class more dependent, and its
people more cynical.

Munir's bid to expand the army'’s political and economic
footprint — from industry and infrastructure to
constitutional authority — may offer the illusion of
stability. But as the country’s past shows that its repeated
experiments with military regimes have only weakened the
democracy and undermined growth and development.

As the 27th Amendment advances, Pakistan faces a stark
choice: between reclaiming a participatory democracy or
accepting permanent tutelage under its most powerful
institution. The real danger today is the slow,
constitutional erosion of freedom. Pakistan is sinking
under its own weight.
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Visitors admire captivating artworks at the 'India Art Festival’, New Delhi.
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ZOHRAN MAMDANI’S VICTORY REDEFINES
URBAN POLITICAL LEADERSHIP

The November 2025 mayoral
election in New York City was
historic, not only in symbolism
but in its tangible implications.
Zohran Mamdani, the city's
youngest mayor and its first
Muslim and South Asian leader,
won decisively, reflecting a
public demand for pragmatic
governance grounded in
everyday realities.
While these measures are local
in scope, their impact ripples
outward, influencing national
economic momentum and
signalling trends that global
markets watch closely.
Historically, New York City
has been a bellwether of social
and political currents. From
Fiorello La Guardia's reformist
tenure in the 1930s to David
Dinkins becoming the city's first
Black mayor in 1990, the
mayoralty has often mirrored

broader societal shifts.
Mamdani's election continues
this legacy, marking a milestone
in religious, ethnic, and
generational representation in
American urban politics.

His triumph, however, is
layered with complexity.
Allegations of anti-Semitic
rhetoric and enduring partisan
polarisation remind us that
symbolic wins alone cannot
cement credibility.

Mamdani's victory offers a
wider lesson: leadership must
balance vision with
accountability, rhetoric with
reality, and policy with human
impact. Local choices, grounded
in empathy and responsibility,
remain the most enduring
currency of credibility-at home
and abroad.

VIJAY SINGH ADHIKARI | NAINITAL

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

India’s longevity dividend is rising

Indians are not just living longer; they are living healthier, more purposeful lives well into their eighties and beyond. What was
once seen as the end of productive life is now emerging as an era of renewed engagement, creativity, and contribution

.

: .

KIRAN KARNIK  ROHIT PRASAD

Much has been written about India’s demograph-
icdividend — the great advantage of having the
world’s largest working-age population. Yet,
while this dividend is often seen as the country’s
greatest economic strength, an equally power-
ful but less discussed demographic gain lies
ahead. This new dividend stems from another
profound transformation: the steady rise in
longevity and healthspan. Over the last fifty years,
life expectancy in India has climbed from about
fifty years in 1970 to more than seventy today.
Increasingly, people are living into their eight-
ies and nineties, and centenarians are no longer
rare. But this phenomenon is not merely about
adding years to life - itis about adding purpose,
vitality, and engagement to those years.

More and more Indians are entering their
sixties with energy, experience, and a desire to
stay active contributors to society. This is not a
small trend. By 2050, India’s older population -
those aged sixty and above — is projected to
cross 300 million, nearly double today’s 150
million. That means one in every five Indians will
be a senior citizen. This demographic transition
will undoubtedly pose challenges for our
systems of healthcare, finance, social security,
and caregiving. But it also opens up a tremen-
dous opportunity: a rising, vibrant market
segment, and a vast demographic reservoir of
wisdom, skill, and social capital waiting to be
engaged. These are people who have spent
decades building families, businesses, institu-
tions, and communities - as doctors, teachers,
engineers, artists, homemakers, farmers, and arti-
sans — and now have the chance to give back
in new ways. Each year, the International Day
of Older Persons reminds the world to reflect on
the contributions of senior citizens. For India, as
we move toward the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
it is an apt moment to redefine what life after
sixty means. It need not be a slow winding down
butrather a new chapter of purpose and partic-
ipation. National policies already acknowledge
that senior citizens are a valuable resource, not
merely a dependent group. Organisations like
HelpAge India have been advancing this idea,
shifting focus from welfare alone to empower-
ment and engagement. They highlight stories of
resilience and contribution and are steadily build-
ing a new social narrative — one that sees ageing
not as decline, but as an advantage.

The elderly of the twenty-first century are
breaking free from old stereotypes. They seek
continuity, connection, and contribution well
beyond the conventional retirement age. A
2022 HelpAge India study found that nearly 40
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as long as possible. A study found that while
many young people still see the elderly as
dependent, most also view them as wise and
deserving of respect — signalling a generational
shift. Older adults want to stay engaged, and
younger Indians increasingly recognise their
value. Though many elders still need welfare
support — healthcare, pensions, and caregiv-
ing — a growing number, in both cities and vil-
lages, are ready to contribute meaningfully.
They bring experience, emotional intelligence,
and institutional memory, eager to mentor, vol-
unteer, or begin anew. The question is whether
India is ready to harness this immense human
potential.

Despite this promise of longevity, the current
ecosystem is still unprepared for active ageing.
There are too few opportunities for elders to
engage meaningfully with society. Structured
platforms, inclusive workplaces, and enabling
environments that recognise older adults as
assets rather than burdens are urgently needed.
Around the world, leaders well past seventy
continue to shape nations A study found that
while many young people still see the
elderly as dependent, most also view them as
wise and deserving of respect — signalling a
generational shift.

Older adults want to stay engaged, and
younger Indians increasingly recognise their
value. Though many elders still need welfare
support-healthcare, pensions, and caregiving-
a growing number, in both cities and villages,
are ready to contribute meaningfully. They bring
experience, emotional intelligence, and insti-
tutional memory, eager to mentor, volunteer,
or begin anew. The question is whether India
is ready to harness this immense human
potential.Across India, China, Russia, and the
United States, leaders well past seventy con-
tinue to shape nations. In business, science, lit-
erature, and the arts, countless older individ-

uals innovate and inspire. Yet beyond these
visible figures lies a silent majority of seniors
who quietly contribute every day-running
small enterprises, growing food, cooking, or
caring for grandchildren. It is for this vital gen-
eration that we must build an environment of
dignity, purpose, and opportunity. To truly tap
the elder asset pool, India must reimagine
ageing across work, learning, and community
life. Workplaces should evolve to include
those wishing to continue beyond retirement,
with flexible or project-based roles.

A “Senior Talent Exchange” could link expe-
rienced professionals with organisations that
value their insight. Government programmes
like “Senior Able Citizen for Re-employmentin
Dignity” are promising beginnings.
Volunteering pathways must also be strength-
ened. Initiatives such as Tata Engage and
Seniors in Seva show how retired individuals
can contribute to education, environment, and
community building. A national “Silver NSS,”
modelled on the National Service Scheme, could
channel senior citizens’ expertise into nation-
building. Mentorship is another crucial frontier.
Seniors can offer guidance to youth and star-
tups, creating bridges of learning and empathy.
Lifelong learning opportunities-digital literacy,
financial awareness, and creative education-
can help elders remain confident participants
in a changing society.

Strengthening community-based elder col-
lectives is equally essential. Senior citizens’ asso-
ciations and local networks can become plat-
forms for economic and social engagement.
Empowering these groups with training and
digital access will help elders lead in livelihoods,
governance, and social change. Creating such
an ecosystem is not just about elder welfare;
itis nation-building. The longevity dividend is
here-India must now embrace it as a defining
strength of its development journey.

per cent of elders wish to remain employed for

From intent to institution: Building an inclusive India

UMA
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When we speak of empowering persons with disabilities,
conversations often revolve around empathy, awareness,
and intent. But genuine transformation does not emerge
from sentiment-it stems from structure. India now stands
ata pivotal moment where inclusion must move from ideal
to institution, from promise to practice.

At the recent three-day International Conference on
Inclusion in New Delhi, five foundational pillars for inclu-
sive transformation were outlined: Policy and Advocacy,
Inclusive Education, Research and Innovation, Legal
Empowerment, and Media and Public Sensitisation.
Together, these recommendations form a roadmap to make
inclusion a lived reality rather than a distant aspiration.

Policy must begin and end with the participation of those
it seeks to serve. Persons with disabilities should be seen
not as beneficiaries but as partners in shaping, implement-
ing, and evaluating inclusion frameworks.
The maxim "Nothing about us, without us"

Teacher preparation emerged as a key challenge. Disability
inclusion must become a core competency for educators.
Only when teachers adapt curricula and pedagogy will class-
rooms truly become inclusive spaces.
Innovation must drive inclusion through evi-

must move from slogan to policy principle. f'd:b Y- dence-based models linking education, voca-
e Pioneer

Experts stressed institutionalising partici-
pation-ensuring representation of persons

with disabilities and their organisations at

every policy table. Governments must

understand that rehabilitation and inclusion are interlinked,
not sequential. Rehabilitative measures should go beyond
medical care to enable social and economic participation.
Community-Based Inclusive Development (CBID) must be
expanded across ministries, integrating education, health,
employment, social protection, and digital access.
Accountability must be built into every policy-because what
is not measured is rarely achieved.

Education is the bedrock of inclusion. Despite progres-
sive laws such as the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act
(2016) and the National Education Policy (2020), implemen-
tation gaps persist. The conference recommended time-
bound, verifiable action plans for infrastructure accessi-
bility, teacher training, and assistive technology. The
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) framework was
emphasised as a cornerstone for inclusive classrooms.

tional training, and employment. Integrated

pathways — from early intervention to entre-

preneurship — should be scaled up. Research

must advance assistive technologies and Al-
driven accessibility tools to ensure no one is excluded from
the digital age. Legal rights are meaningful only when
enforced. Recommendations included expanding legal lit-
eracy, creating disability desks in courts, and ensuring
barrier-free judicial environments. Judges, lawyers, and law
students should receive specialised training on disability
rights laws. Media must shift from portraying persons with
disabilities as subjects of sympathy to leaders of innova-
tion and resilience. Stories of empowerment must replace
narratives of pity. Accessibility and disability inclusion
should be the responsibility of every ministry, department,
and citizen. Inclusion cannot be the mandate of one min-
istry alone-it must be a shared national mission embed-
ded in governance, education, economy, and everyday life.

The writer is Founder and Managing Secretary,
Amar Jyoti Charitable Trust
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Politics over patriotism divides citizens

Patriotism cannot be measured by whether someone
sings a song or not. Singing Vande Mataram does not
automatically make one a patriot, and refusing to sing
it does not make one a traitor.

Our Constitution gives every citizen the freedom to
express love for the country in their own way. There is
no law stating that everyone must sing Vande Mataram.
Unfortunately, political parties often turn symbolic
issues into controversies to gain attention and support.
Earlier, it was the Special Intensive Revision of voter rolls;
now, it is Vande Mataram.

These issues stiremotions and divide people instead
of solving real problems. Both the BJP and Congress use
this issue to appease different groups. One side claims
the song was unfairly shortened, while the other defends
its decision on secular values.

Yet neither side speaks about employment, educa-
tion, healthcare, or the environment-issues that truly
matter to citizens. Real patriotism means caring for the
country, respecting its diversity, and improving people's
lives. India deserves meaningful debate and sincere
progress, not loud arguments over a song. The sooner
this unnecessary row ends, the better it will
be for the nation.

0 PRASADA RAO | HYDERABAD

Protecting innocence, our moral duty

Child sexual abuse is a deep-rooted problem. Rape is
the fourth most common crime against females in India.
This shows our country harbours paedophiles seeking
to exploit children.

Such people are monsters-often within the home,
school, or neighbourhood, and well known to the victim.
Several rape cases have triggered protests and
led the Government to reform laws on sexual assault.
The number of juveniles taking to crime has also
risen alarmingly.

This is worrying in a nation where nearly 39 per cent
of the population is under 18. Most children who are
sexually abused never recover. Abuse cuts across lin-
guistic, religious, and class boundaries, and is often com-
mitted by someone the child trusts. Today, the inter-
net has worsened the danger by connecting paedophiles
with children.

Yet it has also enabled victims to report abuse and
seek help. Protecting children must be society's highest
moral duty. Adults must act as guardians, not
predators, if humanity is to survive its own cruelty.

Every child deserves safety, dignity, and justice. Let
silence never protect the guilty. Let empathy become
our law.

JAYANTHI SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI

Ending violence requires development

Apropos "New York elects hope over hate" (Nov. 7): Zohra
Mamdani's victory is more than a political upset —itis
proof that empathy and equity still matter in public life.
In an era when populism thrives on outrage and fear,
her election shows that moral clarity and inclusive gov-
ernance can resonate even amid cynicism.

Mamdani's rise from community organiser to New
York mayor underscores the power of lived experience
over privilege. Yet her journey also reveals how iden-
tity politics distorts democracy-her faith and views on
Gaza were attacked not for substance but for
symbolism.

Democracy must evolve by judging leaders for
integrity and fairness, not identity. America, like many
nations, stands at a crossroads between anger and com-
passion. Mamdani's message-that leadership is service,
not spectacle-offers a way forward.

When discourse turns divisive, civic participation
grounded in empathy becomes vital. Governments must
enable debate free from hate so that politics regains
its true purpose. Mamdani's success calls for an evolu-
tion in civic discourse, urging us to judge leadership
by integrity and fairness, not by the distortions of
identity politics.

AVINASHIAPPAN MYILSAMI | COIMBATORE
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From dharma to dogma: The genesis of caste

If caste were only a social structure, reformers would have erased it. If merely legal, the Constitution would suffice.
But caste is sustained in religious belief. It persists because it hides behind dharma’s name

ACHARYA
PRASHANT

Every few years, incidents remind us that caste
persists in different avatars. Our Constitution
guarantees equality, yet divisions control how
we live, marry, vote, and worship. Knowingly
or unknowingly, we judge people by birth.
Caste survives despite legal systems, educa-
tional programmes, and metropolitan
anonymity. We wrongly believe social reform
alone can fix what is mostly psychological.
Caste is not a census number; it is a paradigm
of evaluation. People constitute systems; as
long as people do not inwardly change,
systemic change will not help much.

Caste and the Constitution

The Constitution guarantees liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternity. Yet caste persists because
exclusivity, superiority, and material benefits
are irresistible. Caste has become ingrained
in habit, rooted in livelihood, kinship, and iden-
tity. Our constitutional principles are like
rangoli patterns on the ground; they cannot
change the soil underneath. That soil pervades
everyday life. Many trades favour one commu-
nity over another. Marriage remains mostly
endogamous, with nine of ten unions within
caste. Lineage maps out towns and villages.
And when voting time comes, we rarely cast
our vote; we vote our caste.

When Caste Masquerades as

Dharma

The persistence of caste cannot be explained
by sociology alone. Laws may impact behav-
iour and reforms may change customs, but
neither explains nor eradicates how caste has
been sanctified in dharma’s name.

For humans, consciousness is paramount.
An insult to self-worth hurts far more than
bodily injury. More than our flesh, we protect
our ‘feeling’ of being right-our dharma.
Dharmaiis the inner compass for right seeing
and living, man’s most sacred possession,
guiding all people.

India’s tragedy is that somewhere in
history, caste and dharma were kneaded
together like salt in dough. What began as a
division of labour merged with notions of
virtue and sin. Acting within one’s caste
became dharma; going outside it became sin.

If caste were only a social structure, reform-
ers would have erased it. If merely legal, the
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Constitution would suffice. But caste is sus-
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symbolism had now become social distor-
tion, and scriptures were starting to show
inequality based on caste. Over time, these
grew into Dharmashastras,remembered as
law codes such as the Manusmriti. Here lay
the tipping point. The Purusha Sukta was
reread with harmful additions: claims of
Brahmin superiority, prohibitions on hearing
the Vedas, and punishments for non-com-
pliance. The spiritual metaphor became a
manual of social control.

Later, the Puranas reinforced these dis-
tortions. With the Puranas’ dualistic
approach came theism, and the social
order was declared divinely ordained.
Story after story contained subtle caste val-
idation.

Advaita Vedantamaintained a steadfast
intellectual stance: since all distinctions are
illusory, how can caste be authentic? But as
caste became the dominant social system,
even Advaita found itself compromised
between transcendental truth (paramarthik)
and practical social order (vyavaharik). The

peak of truth was made distinct

tained in religious belief. It persists because
SMRITI it hides behind dharma’s name.
REMAINED As long as this false dharma based on
FAITHFUL TO birth endures, caste will endure. What is
SHRUTI, IT wgrshipped will not ge qﬁlestiorr]]ed, and
GUIDED SOCIETY: what is not questioned will not change.
WHEN IT The History of Caste: The
DIVERGED, IT  Distortion of Dharma
ENSLAVED To understand why caste became insepa-
SOCIETY. MUCH rable from Indian life, let us start from the
: beginning. The Purusha Suktain the Rigveda
OF WHAT WE speaks of an all-encompassing Being from
CALL “HINDU whom everything comes. The hymn is
PRACTICE” metaphorical: the Brahmin came from His
mouth, the Kshatriya from His arms, the
BELONGS TO Vaishya from His thighs, the Shudra from His
THIS LATER feet. The symbolism points to how every
DISTORTION, form of work emerges from the same
DRAWN MORE living whole, without any mention of hier-
FROM THE archy. T(lj1e Rigvecila differenti?tes begween
Aryaand Dasa, indicating early social strat-
MANUSMRITI ification. There is still dispute about whether
AND PURANAS varna was originally fluid or
THAN THE hierarchical. The goal is not to
UPANISHADS prove a perfect history, but to
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understand that any tradition
has both liberating and limiting
parts. It is our ethics which decide which
thread we will follow next.

The Upanishads are the best argument
against caste because they do not just reject
birth-based differences; they also reject body
identification. The Vajrasuchika Upanishad
says that caste is not real. The Bhagavad Gita
said that varna comes from guna (physical
tendencies) and karma (choices), not birth.

But by about 400 BC, the Dharmasutras
had become practical guides. Spiritual
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from the foundation of living.
Caste’s story, on the other
hand, is not one of unbroken
supremacy. Buddha did not
accept the authority of the Brahmins.
Bhakti poets Kabir, Ravidas, and
Chokhamela ridiculed caste. Basava’s
Veerashaivism and Guru Nanak’s teachings
went against the idea of hierarchy. But
Bhakti emphasised that all individuals are
equal in the eyes of God, even as the unequal
social hierarchy persisted unopposed.
These movements show that resistance
to caste comes from within; it is not import-
ed. But theiridea of equality was often reab-

sorbed. What started as a spiritual mistake
became a social law, then a habit, and finally
heredity. The lesson is serious: to fight caste,
you need both spiritual clarity and institu-
tional change.

The Cost of Discrimination

Endogamy, or marrying within one’s own
group, is at the heart of caste. It keeps blood-
lines and a sense of belonging. But commu-
nities that marry within closed circles risk
losing genetic diversity and cultural
exchange. Yet caste continues not justas a
belief but also as a source of profit. The
priest’s ritual authority gave him power over
knowledge, while the landlord’s caste posi-
tion made his hold on land and labour even
stronger. Endogamy preserved not just
bloodlines but property.

The Path Forward: Returning from
Smriti to Shruti

The solution cannot principally come from
courts; it must arise from understanding
dharma itself. Sanatan Dharmawas never
meant to be a set of strict rules and inher-
ited beliefs. It was the dharma of shruti, the
direct revelation of truth. Over time,
however, we began living by smriti, remem-
bered law, and social convention.

As long as Smriti remained faithful to
Shruti, it guided society; when it diverged,
it enslaved society. Much of what we call
“Hindu practice” belongs to this later dis-
tortion, drawn more from the Manusmriti
and Puranasthan the Upanishads. We talk
aboutVedic heritage, yet we live by hierar-
chies that came after the Vedic period.

This appeal to return to Shrutihas a crucial
objection: what if the texts themselves are
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complicit? What if hierarchy is inherent
rather than incidental?

We need to consider this criticism. If the
Upanishads were enough, why did Vedantic
philosophy persist alongside millennia of
discrimination? Sublime texts alone do not
ensure comprehension or accurate interpre-
tation. We need culture and institutions to
supportscriptural wisdom'’s right interpre-
tation and dissemination.

Democratisation of Interpretation

We must ask who has the authority to inter-
pret Shruti. In the past, only Brahmins, espe-
cially priests, had that right. But we cannot
have the same gatekeepers who let the truth
get distorted in charge of bringing it back.

It is important to make interpretation
more democratic. Shruti should be acces-
sible not as a privilege but as a birthright of
consciousness. This means having transla-
tions of the Upanishads in vernacular lan-
guages, open discourse, and the recognition
that spiritual realisation, not lineage, is what
qualifies someone to understand the
Upanishads. When religion diverges from
philosophy, it transforms into a blind and
violent force, serving as a tool of fear
rather than liberation. The Upanishadicview
starts where hierarchy stops. It sees the
sacred not in birth but in realisation.

In Vedanta’s light, every division dissolves.
The way forward is cleansing religion,
valuing truth over tradition, realisation
overrecollection. No interpretation of any
scripture is valid if it violates the principles
inherent in the Mahavakyas “Aham
Brahmasmi” and “Tat Tvam Asi.”

The Path in Practice

It begins with modern, scientific education
of the ego-selfin school and college curric-
ula. Students must be exposed to the
process of biological and social condition-
ing, the matter of false identities, and the
question “Who am I?”.

Cultural change valuing the Upanishads
over the Manusmriti must be promoted,
as well as rigorous interpretation of
Smriti texts true to the spirit of Vedanta.
Religious institutions must open doors
regardless of birth, and spiritual leaders
should publicly reject caste-based privi-
lege. Legal and economic measures too
remain vital: affirmative action, anti-dis-
crimination enforcement, and equalisa-
tion of opportunity. The soil is renewed not
by one hand alone but by many-the
teacher, the reformer, the legislator, and
the rebel.
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Bridging the green finance gap: India’s
domestic progress and global positioning

VAIBHAV
PRATAP SINGH

As the world confronts the climate crisis, the issue
of finance has become increasingly prominent.
Over the last decade, thematic finance, or capital
raised for specific goals, has grown significant-
ly, with green finance emerging as a key compo-
nent. Climate finance, a subset of green finance,
focuses on mitigation and adaptation projects
under the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), whereas green
finance, a natural progression of socially respon-
sible investing that began in the 1970s, supports
environmentally beneficial initiatives and has a
broader scope.

Globally, the financial flows for green invest-
ments have surged. According to the Climate
Bonds Initiative, the issuance of Green, Social,
Sustainability, and Sustainability-linked (GSS+)
bonds surpassed USD 5.7 trillion by the end of
2024, with annual flows for the first

ly in climate finance for low- and middle-income
countries by 2030, including USD 42 billion for
adaptation projects, complemented

time exceeding USD 1 trillion. Yet, this
capital remains concentrated in
developed markets. Cross-border
flows to developing nations are
limited, often influenced by macro-
economic risks and geopolitical priorities. A key
milestone came at COP29 in Azerbaijan, where
the global climate finance commitment (original-
ly by 2020, but revised to 2025) was revised from
the original USD 100 billion annual target to USD
300 billion by 2030. Even so, estimates from the
London School of Economics suggest that the
world will need between USD 6.3 and 6.7 trillion
annually by 2030, with emerging markets and
developing countries (excluding China) alone
requiring around USD 3.1 to 3.5 trillion.

For developing countries, the challenge lies not
only in the volume but also in the structure of
finance. OECD data show that in 2022, of USD 92
billion in public funds committed to developing
nations, 69 per cent came as loans, 28 per cent
as grants, and just 2 per cent as equity. The current
debt-heavy nature of these flows increases the
costs of energy transition projects, such as
renewable energy initiatives, requiring significant
investments. Competing domestic demands in
developing countries highlight the need for more
financial support from developed nations, further
complicating the transition.

Through the comprehension of the above data,
the World Bank and other Multilateral
Development Banks announced at COP29 a col-
lective target to provide USD 120 billion annual-
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by an expected USD 65 billion from
1oneer private-sector mobilisation.

Amid these global dynamics, India
is demonstrating leadership both
domestically and internationally. To
meet its net-zero vision and climate resilience
goals, India requires an estimated USD 10-20 tril-
lion by 2070, primarily for decarbonising power,
transport, and industry, with adaptation costs
potentially reaching INR 57 trillion through
2030.In 2022 alone, India mobilised roughly USD
50 billion domestically for clean energy and effi-
ciency projects. India first issued Sovereign
Green Bonds in January 2023, raising INR 8,000
crore (roughly USD 1 billion) to finance projects
like energy-efficient electric locomotives, show-
casing the country’s commitment to sustainable
financing.

In addition to capital mobilisation, India is
building market infrastructure that supports a
green transition. A draft climate taxonomy has
been released to classify climate-aligned activi-
ties, expected to promote a domestic green
investor base. A domestic carbon market, antic-
ipated by 2026, will help outline sectoral decar-
bonisation pathways, while regulatory frame-
works, including climate disclosures for banks and
green bond guidelines from SEBI and the RBI, aim
to strengthen investor confidence. Globally,
India has leveraged its role in G77+, BRICS, and
the G20 to advocate for equitable financial
flows, pressing for reforms in multilateral devel-
opment banks and international credit rating

systems.

However, there are plenty of challenges in
India’s transition trajectory. Some of the finance-
related challenges include a relatively shallow
bond market. These challenges, coupled with
implementation issues such as the poor finan-
cial health of electricity distribution companies,
could limit the adoption of new projects in the
country. Additionally, constraints on fiscal space
and the creditworthiness of subnational entities
may lead to a focus on priorities other than
climate change.

Addressing these issues requires a phased
national and subnational net-zero strategy
across all sectors, with sector-specific policy and
financial support packages. Improving the busi-
ness case for emerging technologies, particular-
ly in industrial decarbonisation, would allow
extensive participation of foreign climate finance.
Recycling capital from greenfield projects to bond-
financed mature projects can further strength-
en domestic financial flows.

India is at a critical point in its climate transi-
tion. The country is making efforts to close the
gap in green finance and support the Global South
by promoting domestic financing, developing
market infrastructure, and fostering equitable
international financial flows. These measures are
necessary to ensure that India’s net-zero transi-
tion is both achievable and sustainable.

The writer is the Executive @ dailypioneer
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Democrats wins in three states:
A warning for Trump leadership

KS
TOMAR

The recent gubernatorial and mayoral elections
across New York, New Jersey, and Virginia have
dealta sharp political blow to Donald Trump and
his Republican allies, while offering Democrats a
decisive resurgence. The defeats of Trump-backed
candidates signal more than just electoral set-
backs-they mark a growing fatigue with Trump’s
brand of polarising populism and a possible
turning point in America’s political mood.

Once the most electrifying figure in conserva-
tive politics, Donald Trump now faces signs of
waning influence. His endorsed candidates in New
York, New Jersey, and Virginia failed to gain trac-
tion despite his energetic campaigning and
online interventions. In New York, voters brushed
aside his nominee’s fiery rhetoric in favour of prac-
tical issues such as jobs, inflation, and urban recov-
ery. Similarly, in New Jersey and Virginia,
Democrats capitalised on the disillusionment of
suburban and moderate voters who have grown
weary of Trump’s combative tone and disregard
for institutions.

What was once a movement of anti-establish-
ment energy now appears trapped in

assertive stance on immigration, yet they are tired
of chaos. The electorate increasingly prizes sta-
bility, predictability, and tangible governance out-
comes over slogans and showmanship.
Democrats, in contrast, offered disciplined cam-
paigns focused on middle-class economics, infra-
structure, and healthcare-issues that resonate
more deeply than culture wars. Populist energy
may ignite movements, but as these elections
reveal, it cannot sustain governance without
coherent policy. The contrast between the
Democrats’ steady messaging and the
Republicans’ dependence on Trump’s personal-
ity underscores the limits of charisma as a polit-
ical strategy. The Democrats’ success suggests that
moderation, not extremism, may once again
define national discourse.

The impact of these results extends far beyond
US borders, especially to Asia. For nations like India,
Japan, and South Korea, Trump’s unpredictabili-
ty-marked by abrupt tariffs, inconsistent diploma-
¢y, and transactional alliances-has long been a
source of unease.

Aless predictable America could accelerate this
regional pivot. Domestic realities also contributed
to Republican setbacks. Rising living costs, labour
unrest, and disillusionment over unmet econom-
ic promises have eroded Trump’s working-class
base. His tariff-heavy trade policies, meant to
protect US industries, have hurt small manufac-
turers and exporters instead. Meanwhile, his
emphasis on loyalty over competence in appoint-

ments and his polarising stances on

repetition. Many traditional conserva-
tives feel estranged from Trump’s
dominance over the Republican
agenda, while independents increas-
ingly view his nominees as extensions of a per-
sonality cult rather than advocates of coherent
policy. The Republican Party, long a disciplined
electoral machine, seems caught between loyalty
to Trump and the need to reinvent itself for an elec-
torate demanding competence over charisma.

For Trump personally, these defeats serve asa
reality check. Known for his impulsive decision-
making and resistance to counsel, he now faces
quiet but mounting pressure from within his own
party to recalibrate. Republican strategists argue
for message discipline, coalition-building, and a
clearer economic agenda. Yet moderation is
antithetical to Trump’s brand-his political identi-
ty thrives on disruption, conflict, and the aura of
unpredictability.

Still, the electoral backlash could compel at least
tactical restraint. The American political mood is
shifting from confrontation to pragmatism, and
the Republican Party risks alienating swing voters
ifit remains anchored to grievance-based rhetoric.
Whether Trump can evolve-or even sees the need
to-remains an open question.

The American voter has delivered a nuanced
verdict. Many still admire Trump’s nationalism and
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abortion, immigration, and minori-
ty rights have alienated suburban
and educated voters.

America’s evolving demographics
amplify this shift. Younger voters, minorities, and
suburban women increasingly align with
Democratic values of inclusivity, climate respon-
sibility, and social progress. Trump’s nostalgic
appeals to a vanished industrial America resonate
less with this emerging electorate

The results expose the vulnerabilities of Trump’s
governance style: charismatic yet chaotic, force-
ful yet inconsistent. While his political instincts
remain formidable, the aura of inevitability sur-
rounding him has dimmed. For the Republican
Party, this is a moment of reckoning: evolve or risk
irrelevance. For the Democrats, it is a reminder
that public trust must be earned through steady
governance, not just opposition to Trump. And for
the world, particularly Asia, it is a signal that
America’s internal struggle between populism and
pragmatism is far from over-but for now, reason
seems to be regaining its ground.

The writer is a senior
political analyst and Ex dailypioneer
Chairperson of the Standing @ @Toruhp

Committee of All-State
@ The Pioneer
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When India’s Principal Scientific Advisor, Ajay Kumar
Sood, introduced the new Al (Artificial Intelligence)
Governance Guidelines under IndiaAl Mission, he made
a simple assertion: It is built on the principle of “Do no
harm.” Behind the moral anchor is an ambitious agenda.
IDC estimates India’s Al spend to reach more than $9 billion
by 2028, growing at more than 35 per centannually. Faster
adoption across industries, states the NITI Aayog, can con-
tribute $500-600 billion to the GDP by 2035, or a fifth of
its current size.

IndiaAl Mission is backed by 32,000 crore funding, and
seeks to anchor growth in responsible innovation. The
guidelines are structured around seven principles (Sutras),
and phased into short-, medium-, and long-term actions.
They promise to make Al “safe, inclusive, and human-
centric,” as described by the ministry’s secretary S.
Krishnan. The Sutras include inclusivity, safety, transparen-
cy, accountability, fairness, adaptability, and sustainabil-
ity. These translate the tech ethics into a national policy.

Alis no longer confined to research; itis central to finance,
healthcare, defence, and mining. In financial services, the
Al-in-BFSI market is estimated at $830 million in 2024, and
projected to exceed $8 billion by 2033, growing nearly 29
per centannually. Banks with Al-driven credit scoring and
fraud detection will maintain bias-testing and audit logs,
and give consumers greater assurance that credit or insur-
ance decisions are explainable and contestable.

In healthcare, as per the IMARC report, the Al market is
$333 million, and may exceed more than $4 billion by 2033.
Transparency and patient consent will become legal oblig-
ations rather than design choices. Patients will gain visi-
bility into how diagnostic algorithms interpret scans, and
hospitals will need to disclose whether Al recommenda-
tions were verified by human clinicians.

The defence establishment, which is bolstered by nearly
327,000 crore DRDO budget (up 12 per cent), is embedding
Al into logistics, surveillance, and autonomous systems.
The new framework adds an ethical layer to national-secu-
rity Al, and emphasises human oversight and algorithmic
explainability. Even mining is being transformed by data
intelligence. IndiaAl-GSI hackathon is driving algorithmic
mineral mapping for rare-earths, and nickel-platinum
deposits, even as 330 trillion worth of critical-mineral blocks
are being auctioned nationwide. Al's ability to process vast
geospatial datasets could shorten exploration cycles dra-
matically, but raises questions about data accuracy, envi-
ronmental oversight, and transparency of public-resource
decisions.

The guidelines thus attempt to rebalance the relation-
ship between technology creators, markets, and users. For
citizens, it promises a modest but measurable gain in digital
trust. Personal-data handling, algorithmic bias, and
opaque Al-powered services (from loan apps to job portals)
have operated in a grey zone. The new rulebook will draw
boundaries. Users can see clearer disclosures, grievance
redressal mechanisms, and the right to demand explana-
tion for automated outcomes. Such measures may
narrow the trust gap.

For companies, the balance between innovation and
compliance is delicate. Building explainable-Al pipelines,
maintaining bias logs, and integrating accountability layers
will increase costs. Yet these systems may become
market differentiators. Globally, enterprises that can
demonstrate trustworthy Al increasingly win contracts from
clients, and governments seeking risk-free partnerships.
Compliance, in other words, becomes a competitive asset
for firms.

Foreign tech firms will face tougher adaptation require-
ments. India’s new framework sits midway between the
European Union’s Al Act, the US NIST Al Risk Management
Framework, and China’s algorithm-filing regime. Europe
mandates risk-tier classification, and conformity assess-
ments; the US prefers voluntary standards, and; China
embeds content-moderation and surveillance. India
borrows from the EU’s accountability, America’s flexibil-
ity, and China’s ambition, and deliberately avoids their
extremes.

For startups, the path is complex. Indian Al and GenAl
ventures attracted nearly $600 million in 2024, and
cumulative funding since 2020 crossed $1.5 billion. IndiaAl
Mission’s sandbox approach, which allows experimenta-
tion under supervised environments, offers protection but
slower rollout. Experts note the need to “create sandbox-
es forinnovation, and ensure risk mitigation within a flex-
ible, adaptive system.” Venture capitalists include Al-ethics,
and compliance clauses in term sheets, mirroring Europe’s
shift. Governance readiness will be as vital as product-
market fit.

The trade-offs are inevitable. A rigid compliance regime
candiscourage risk-taking, and unchecked experimenta-
tion may erode public trust. India’s solution is an ecosys-
tem of managed pragmatism, which will embed ethical
intent, and allow learning-by-doing. The Government plans
to issue sector-specific frameworks with graded account-
ability. Forinstance, there will be stricter oversight for health-
care and finance, and lighter rules for creative Al.

Emerging economies seek a governance model that bal-
ances innovation and responsibility. India’s inclusive, iter-
ative approach may become a reference point. As one of
the experts explains, “The IndiaAl Mission will enable this
ecosystem, and inspire many nations, especially across the
Global South.” For the Indian users, this implies a future
where Al is not only more visible but more answerable.
An era where a chatbot, diagnostic tool, or lending algo-
rithm must explain itself, and where trust is built into the
design rather than retrofitted through crises. For business-
es, it marks a new race that rests both on performance
metrics, and credibility.

India’s new rulebook, and framework, ifimplemented
in earnest and good faith, may do more than govern the
machines. It can redefine the social contract that exists
between technology, and the people who live with it. This
will result in making responsibility not the cost of inno-
vation, but its most enduring competitive edge.
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National Stalled-1IPO Exchange

The road leading to the IPO (Initial Public
Offering) of the National Stock Exchange (NSE)
is getting de-clogged. The barriers and obstacles
are slowly, but surely, disappearing. A few days
ago, Tuhin Kanta Pandey, the head of market reg-
ulator, SEBI, reiterated that the IPO, which has
been hanging in the dark night environment
since 2016, will surely see the light of the day.
When asked if the public issue will be launched
during his tenure, he jokingly and sarcastically
remarked, only if you do not want me to have
ashort one. There are other signs that the mists
over the listing are lifting.

Several issues have bogged down the IPO over
the past several years. In the recent past, legal
hurdles have mounted, as the NSE was accused
of several wrongdoings, which included scams
and scandals. The colocation and dark fibre set-
tlement case with SEBI has affected the IPO’s
future in myriad ways. Unless this reaches a con-
clusion, there will be no listing. In the past, NSE
paid a part-amount. But its Q2-FY26 results indi-
cate that there is an earnestness to settle the
unsavoury business, and get on with the IPO. The
Exchange wishes to get on with things, what-
ever may be the cost, if it is reasonable.

In Q2-FY26, NSE’s financials were “dented” by
a one-time provision of Rs 1,300 crore, which was
highlighted as the possible payment for the colo-
cation and dark fibre case. Experts feel that this
opens the way for the IPO in the future, as it
removes a major legal roadblock. Thanks to the
provision, the Exchange’s net profit declined by
23 per cent on Year-on-Year (YoY) basis to just
over32,000 crore. Thus, FY26 may emerge as the
“reset” year before the “much-anticipated IPO
and Dalal Street debut.” Possibly, SEBI’s Pandey
was aware of these developments when he
made the recent comment about the IPO, just
a few days before the quarterly results were

announced.

The Q2 results indicated that the Exchange’s
earnings were getting stabilised due to SEBI’s
recent changes in the futures and options
trading. In the recent past, the regulator tight-
ened the norms, especially when the evidence
proved that the majority of the retail investors
lost huge sums in the derivatives business. NSE’s
quarterly operating revenue fell by 18 per cent
YoY to nearly Rs 3,800 crore, which was “driven
by lower trading volumes in equity cash,
futures, and options segment.” Transaction
charge, which accounts for two-thirds of the
income, dropped by a higher 22 per

Exchange is a listed entity. There are no policy
or ideological hurdles.

Since this article delves into the subject of PO,
Pandey made another crucial announcement in
the recent past. He categorically said that the
regulator would not interfere with IPO valua-
tions. In the recent past, two IPOs were
embroiled in controversies over high offer
prices, which might sting the investors later.
Several public issues, which listed at higher-than-
offer prices, lost out over the next several weeks,
and quoted at discounts. While institutions and
anchor investors can absorb such losses, retail,

and small investors, who decide

cent, which hinted at a moderation
in the average daily turnovers.

[

SEBI earlier had a “clearing corpo- @ht ( Dlontﬂ’
ration issue.” A media report stated SINCE 1865

that in November 2024, the regula-

tor stated that there was a need to reduce the
exchanges’ control over the clearing corpora-
tions, as the former held majority stakes in the
latter. There was a conflict of interest between
the two, which would impact NSE’s IPO. SEBI’s
idea was to initially reduce the exchange’s stake
to 51 per cent, and later to below 15 per cent.
Pandey concluded that it was not feasible to
demerge the clearing corporations from the
parent exchanges, and a working group will look
at funding issues of the corporations.

Clearly, three of the major issues that the
stalled NSE’s IPO faced have been, or are being,
cleared. Hence, the public issue seems to be back
on track. This may be the opportune time for it
as the Indian stock markets are in the grip of an
IPO craze, with both large Indian and foreign
companies vying to raise tens of thousands of
crores of rupees from the investors. In addition,
as Pandey said earlier, SEBI has no problem with
the exchange’s IPO since the Bombay Stock

not to profit from listing gains, are
saddled with losses.

“SEBI always thinks of transparen-
cy. We do not determine valuations,
and it remains in the ‘eyes of the
beholder,’ and the investor. We cannot intervene
in the markets... and decide what would be the
price of shares of a company. Share prices will be
decided by the markets, depending on the oppor-
tunities,” he explained. The stock market needs
to freely decide valuations, and offer prices, and
the regulator’s focus is to ensure that the investors
have access to “accurate and comprehensive infor-
mation.” Hence, risk factors are important, and SEBI
even nudges the companies to use the ‘right’ font
sizes in the IPO prospectuses.

Obviously, SEBI does not wish to go back to
pre-reforms days of the Controller of Capital
Issues (CCI), which was the nodal agency that
decided how much money a company can raise,
when, and at what price. This was the period of
socialist control, when the Government needed
to keep a tab on companies, as well as decide
their directions and paths. Post-reforms, with
matured markets and exchanges, as also the
huge inflows from foreign and retail investors
(via mutual funds), the days of, and need for CCI
is over, and gone. SEBI needs to be distinct and
different from the CCI in this century.

The role of the regulator, and regulations, as
defined by Pandey in his previous statements,
is to “play a constructive role for market devel-
opment, but if the regulations become too con-
straining, too overreaching, and too micro-
managing, they may become problematic.”
Hence, it is imperative to maintain a balanced
and progressive framework, which fosters trust
and growth. For example, the recent regulations
propelled the growth of the mutual funds, and
the number of retail investors has grown mul-
tiple times. More than 250 million folios (not new
investors) were added in the recent past, with
many women and investors from the smaller
cities and towns.

In essence, while NSE grapples with its IPO,
which is stuck for almost a decade for several
reasons, and tries to brush away the regulato-
ry and legal cobwebs, there are concerns with
other IPOs. In the first case, SEBI had adopted
a completely hands-on approach to straighten
the issues. In the second, it wishes to keep its
hands off, and let the market decide what is right
and wrong. This Janus-faced image of a regula-
tor is both soothing and comforting, as well as
jarring and edgy. Maybe, SEBI will reconcile the
two.

It sounds both mysterious, and mystifying.
Here is a company that controls more than
60 per cent of the domestic market share.
There are agonised postings on social media
of how it charges sky-high rates for some
simple services, possibly due to its near-
monopoly status. How can such a company
incur huge quarterly losses regularly? Yes, we
are talking about IndiGo, “India’s largest, and
most preferred passenger airline, and among
the fastest-growing airlines in the world.” In
Q2-FY26 (July-
September), it
incurred a net loss of
more than 2,500
crore, which was
more than two-and-a-
half time the loss
figure (just under
1,000 crore) in Q2-
FY25.

Isn’t this strange?
What is, perhaps,
more unpalatable is
that the airline earned
a net profit of more
than 2,000 crore in
the first quarter (April-
June 2025), which was lower than the profit
figure (more than 32,700 crore) in the same
period the previous year. Profits are punctu-
ated with losses. Each quarter seems to come
with a different narrative. Obviously, it seems
odd that the largest local airline, which
claims to be one of the fastest growing in the
world, goes through financial air pockets, and
has a bumpy ride.

One of the reasons may be the difference
between being a local monopoly, or a part
of duopoly, yet being forced to face intense
global competition. In the domestic market,
IndiGo is the ‘King of Air Times,” and can
charge rates that may displease some cus-
tomers, and get away with it. It earns huge
profits from the local lucrative routes. But the
moment it competes on global routes, and
against top global airlines which fly to the top
destinations across the world, such as
London, Frankfurt, New York, Dubai, and
Singapore, IndiGo runs into roadblocks, and
obstacles of various kinds.

IndiGo can claim that technically speaking
it is neither a part of duopoly, or oligopoly.
There are local competitors like Akasa
Airlines, which is not doing too badly, even
though it has a small market share, but is
growing its wings in a slow and systematic
manner. There is Spice]et, about which the
less we say the better it is. But in terms of
market share, number of aircraft, and routes,
IndiGo is a duopoly player, at least in the

Sutanu Guru
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Indian market.

Another factor that is ascribed to the
airline’s loss, or maybe an excuse of sorts, is
that since it operates globally, it depends on
foreign exchange transactions. Thus, it incurs
foreign currency losses. In Q2-FY26, this
factor dragged the profits down because the
net profit excluding foreign exchange was a
tad above %100 crore. But then, in Q2-FY25, it
still incurred a huge loss of over 750 crore
after excluding the ‘foreign’ factor. We under-
stand that despite the forex hedging, which
gained more than 3200 crore in Q2-FY26, the
global aviation sector is a complicated and
complex market.

But this is not enough to explain or justify
the huge losses in several quarters, coupled
with huge profits in others. Let us examine
the duopolies in other sectors in the country.
Telecom is a clear example.

e T Ly

above %7,000 crore. These figures are not
something to be sneezed at, and they indi-
cate the reality of dominating a market. Both
the Telcos still offer the cheapest data rates
in the world. But because they each have 400-
500 million customers, who are de facto
captive ones, even an increase of five or 50
paise in data charges leads to enormous
increases in revenue, and profits.

There is another oligopoly which operates
in the Indian marketplace, and which is huge.
Welcome to e-commerce mart. It is dominat-
ed by international players like Amazon,
which entered India more than a decade ago,
and local ones like Flipkart which, incidental-
ly, was acquired by the American retail
giant, Walmart. According to media reports,
the annual operating revenue of Amazon
Seller Services, which is the largest entity in
the Amazon’s universe in India,

Although there are four mobile
operators, Bharti Airtel, and
Reliance Jio dominate with nearly
90 per cent or so of the consumer
space. The state-owned Bharat Sanchar
Nigam is a marginal player, and Vodafone-
Idea is grappling with dues, and the spectre
of bankruptcy. The performances of Airtel and
Jio may give us an idea of how lucrative it is
to be a member of an oligopoly in India.
For the quarter ended September 30, 2025,
Airtel declared a net profit of just underz7,000
crore, and Jio earned a figure that was just
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was just over 30,000 crore in
2024-25. It has grown for the past
12 years, and showed an uptrend
of 19 per cent last year.

For the first time in over a decade, it earned
an operational profit, with a positive EBIDTA
of nearly 32,800 crore. Net loss slumped by
nearly 90 per cent to under 3400 crore
during the year, which hints that the company
is likely to make huge profits in the next few
years. This is evident from the cash flows,
which grew seven-fold to almost 5,000
crore in 2024-25, compared to the previous

year. What is critical is that expenses grew
by a mere six per cent, “significantly lower
than the revenue growth, indicating success-
ful cost-saving strategies, including a reduc-
tion in employee benefits.”

In e-commerce, unlike telecom, the major
players are on the way to earning profits,
which are likely to be consistent in the
future. Unlike the aviation sector, telecom
shows the power of an oligopolist player,
which may replicate in the e-commerce
segment. Both telecom and e-commerce
are located geographically, and comfortably
within the ensconce of the Indian market.
They do not need to compete with the
foreign players, who are based elsewhere.
Airline is a different business, and a duopoly
status locally, and competitive one globally,
does not guarantee similar revenue growth,
and profitability.

Maybe it is stark and speculative but the
reality in Indian aviation seems to be that it
is somehow cursed. The only successful
airline in terms of decades-long survival is Air
India, which was launched by the late and leg-
endary JRD Tata almost 100 years ago. Since
then, despite its topsy-turvy, and highly
uncomfortable existence, including as a
state-owned entity, no other airline has
existed for such a long time. Now, it is back
in the Tata’s fold, and is taking a new flight
to become profitable and popular again. It is
too early to say.

However, the events in the last three
decades are a revelation. Since the 1990s,
when aviation was opened again for the
private sector, a plethora of airlines were
launched, and crashed. Start with the East
West Airlines, whose CEO was murdered in
broad daylight by a mafia gunman. Go to
Damania Airways, which was taken over by
Jet Airways, which after being one of the most
profitable and successful airlines for more
than two decades, collapsed in 2018, was
declared bankrupt, sold off, and went out of
existence. Of course, how can one forget the
flamboyant ‘King of Good Times,’ as well the
‘Prince of Dreamy Flights,” Vijay Malia, and
Kingfisher. He emerged as a willful default-
er of bank loans, and flew out of the country.
Sahara, and Air Deccan became takeover
targets. Possibly, IndiGo’s curse is similar,
probably, it will break it soon.

The author has worked for leading media houses,
authored two books, and is now Executive Director,
C Voter Foundation
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Biofuel Paradigm and The Need For The
Subaltern Biodiesel to be back?

ANANDAJIT GOSWAMI AND SANJIB POHIT

India has made significant progress in
its Biofuel Mission over the last 10
years. The commitment to biofuel pro-
duction, promotion and its usage as part
of a global alliance was reinstated in
India’s launch of the Global Biofuel
Alliance at the G20 Summit of 2023. On
the Bioethanol front, the country has
achieved the target of 20 per cent
blending much before the target date.
The country has also realised and
launched revised biofuel policies focus-
ing on first — second generation biofu-
els and has also given clear policy
directions on the need for multiple
biofuel feedstock promotion to reach
the Biofuel Target of the country to align
with the net zero vision of India.

However, in this entire discourse of
biofuel promotion and pathways for
India, biodiesel has taken a backseat.
Even though the country started
its ambitious Biodiesel Mission way
back in 2003, the Biodiesel Sector has
almost stayed like a sub-altern in all
Biofuel Discussions.

The history of the Biodiesel Sector in
India, however, presents a different
picture. It shows that biodiesel
promotion in India was divided into two
phases: Phase 1) — Research and
Demonstration with a focused
plantation in wastelands and the Phase
2 as the implementation phase for
large-scale uptake.

This was decided to be achieved
between 2003- 07 as the Phase 1 and
2007 — 2012 as the Phase 2. A 20 per cent
biodiesel blending target was decided
to be achieved by the end of Phase 2 in
2012. The mission started systematical-
ly, involving several universities,
research institutions to work on plant
varieties, feedstock quality and also
engaged Oil Marketing Companies to
ensure the procurement of biodiesel
at an assured price. By 2007, almost
7,00,000 ha of wasteland was brought
under Jatropha cultivation, which was
however, less to meet the 20 Per cent
biodiesel blending target.

However, the biodiesel mission could
not scale up due to a lack of yield cer-
tainty, quality of feedstocks across loca-
tions and a shortage of feedstocks and
their transmission across the value
chain of the biodiesel feedstock value
chain. The procurement of biodiesel also
did not happen in spite of a mandated
policy push and announced biodiesel
procurement prices. By August 2008, the
mission was abandoned. Subsequently,
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a new policy was brought in to create
biodiesel production from all sorts of
non-edible feedstocks with multiple
varying agro-climatic conditions.

In India, 400 varieties of oilseed-
bearing plants have been identified with
oil generation capacity. However,
Jatropha was chosen as it needed less
irrigation, was non interfering with the
agricultural harvests, needed less ges-
tation period for full yield maximisation
by 6 years and is pest-resistant and not
grased by cattle. However, despite of all
these advantages, biodiesel gradually
went to the back seat and almost
became like a sub-altern in the space of
multiple protagonists within the biofuel
space and vision of India.

Some of the key issues owing to
which it happened are related to a non-
standardisation of yield quality and
level across multiple agroclimatic con-
ditions. Often, the gestation period,
yield quality were also not standardised
across India and in various agro-climat-
ic conditions of states of India.

One of the limitations also pertained
to the proper documentation of the
record of wastelands. Some of these
wastelands are being owned by the

forestry department, marginal farmers,
landless labourers and rural rich
farmers. The PESA Act allows the tribal
people to plantjatropha in the margin-
al lands and forest departments can also
lease their degraded lands to private
entrepreneurs. Even though, ideally it
seemed to be easy, this highly hetero-
geneous land ownership structure has
not facilitated the cause of setting up a
smooth biodiesel value chain.

The risk-sharing mechanism between
the government, communities, farmers
and enterprises needed to be worked
out. In most cases, the risk sharing mech-
anism of access to land, feedstock pro-
duction chain and possible uncertain-
ties of the production value chain has
not been defined or executed properly
in various state, agro climatic contexts
of States of India. Oil Marketing compa-
nies were also often not ready to
procure at the declared price due to the
uncertainty in the value chain of the
biodiesel production.

The country needed proper institu-
tional structures to create standardised
high-quality plant varieties, information
dissemination to farmers and constant
feedback incorporation of the plant and

seed growers into the mission imple-
mentation. In the last two decades, the
hope has been given by science and
technology development for creating
new plant varieties with higher yields
across various agro-climatic zones.

With the strong commitment of
central and state Governments, efficient
intermediate agencies, institutions and
experiments of high-yielding plant
varieties for varied agro-climatic
conditions need to be built up.

A knowledge repository of the yield
of plant varieties, cultivation practices,
with context and location-specific
minimum support prices has to be set
up. All of these have to be transparent-
ly maintained, disseminated across all
the stakeholders of the value chain and
to the final users of the biodiesel.

In the last 22 years, since 2003, when
the Mission was launched in two phases,
Biodiesel has seen the rise as a protag-
onist and then it has also seen a phase
where it has gone to be the sub-altern.
However, with the learning accumulat-
ed in the last 22 years and with the
reduction of the new blending targets,
the role of the state, enterprises and
multiple agents within the biodiesel
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Stock markets decline for 3rd day on foreign fund outflows

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Mumbai

NSE NIFTY

Falling for the third straight
day, benchmark index Sensex
declined by nearly 95 points
while Nifty slipped below
25,500 on Friday as
relentless foreign fund
outflows and weak trends
in global markets hit
investors’ sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 94.73 points, or 0.11
per cent, to settle at 83,216.28.
During the day, it tanked
640.06 points, or 0.76 per
cent, to 82,670.95. The 50-
share NSE Nifty dipped 17.40
points, or 0.07 per cent, to
25,492.30.

Among Sensex firms, Bharti
Airtel tumbled 4.46 per cent
after Singtel said it has sold
about 0.8 per cent stake in
the firm for %10,353 crore
($1.5 billion). Tech Mahindra,
Trent, Reliance Industries,
HCL Tech, Hindustan Unilever
and ITC were also among
the laggards.

However, Bajaj Finance,

Intra-day on November 7, 2025

BSE SENSEX

while smallcap ended mar-
ginally lower by 0.01 per cent.
Teck dropped 1.46 per cent,
followed by telecommuni-

sector value chain has become clear. It
has become clearer that if implement-
ed properly with adequate, transparent
regulations of the feedstock and
biodiesel production value chain and its
pricing, the sector can grow by attract-
ing private players. However, the nec-
essary conditions behind this deal with
the formation of efficient institutions
and regulatory structures and process-
es, which can facilitate the mobilisation
of land, development of suitable plant
varieties, creation of incentives
for the stakeholders under different
value chain organisations.

If done properly, as per a 2021 study,
biodiesel sector with a movement
towards 20 per cent blending can lead
to the potential of 14.45 million sustain-
able entrepreneurship creation with a
primary focus on micro and small entre-
preneurs. It can also create jobs for 331.17
days for unskilled and semi-skilled
people. This can only happen if the
biodiesel production value chains are
minimised, with minimum support
prices of seeds and yield stabilisation
backed by the centre and the states.

Further, an ADB working paper using
Computable General Equilibrium Model
shows that an expansion of biodiesel
sector without hinging on land, water
and food security can have a beneficial
impact on household welfare, other
sectors of the economy, carbon emis-
sions, rural development, and employ-
ment generation. Biodiesel sector
of India can generate 0.70 per cent-
1.0 per cent one-time incremental
growth with significant employment
and income generation in rural areas.

Hence, it can provide an opportuni-
ty towards addressing energy security,
inclusive, sustainable growth towards
Viksit Bharat 2047 within India. It can
only happen if the constraints are min-
imised. Minimisation of such a constraint
can improve the economic conditions
of rural wage earners. However, the
catch is that such an outcome can only
be achieved with proper land allocation,
land rights, tenures, high yielding seed
varieties in different agroeconomic
conditions and practices.

This has to be backed up by real time
technology driven information dissem-
ination, with reduction of institutional
failures and biodiesel market develop-
ment. A sound public policy of India
towards Bioeconomic Industrialisation
to make Viksit Bharat cannot ignore “The
Sub Altern” — “Biodiesel” Sector
anymore to become a protagonist of
India’s Biofuel Story in the long term!

Hindalco Q2 profit rises 21 per cent on
strong performance by India business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Mahindra and Bajaj Finserv
were among the gainers.
Domestic equities
rebounded from early losses
as buying emerged at key
support levels, though it may

trend reversal amid mixed
earnings, cautious global
cues and persistent
Fll outflows. “Going forward,
markets will closely monitor
US shutdown and tariff-

US-India and US-China deals
to assess the durability of the
current momentum,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.
The BSE midcap gauge

cation (1.19 per cent), power
(0.52 per cent), BSE
Focused IT (0.50 per cent),
IT (0.39 per cent) and services
(0.37 per cent).

However, metal jumped
1.41 per cent, financial ser-
vices (0.74 per cent), com-
modities 0.65 per cent), auto
(0.55 per cent) and bankex
(0.31 per cent). In a holiday-
shortened week, the BSE
benchmark tanked 722.43
points or 0.86 per cent, and
the Nifty declined 229.8 points
or 0.89 per cent,.

A total of 2,105 stocks
declined while 2,069
advanced and 141 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

In Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei
225 index, Shanghai’s SSE
Composite Index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng index
settled lower. Markets in
Europe were trading lower.
US markets ended signifi-

Tata Steel, Mahindra &

be premature to call this a

related developments with

L N T

Rate of digital frauds rlsmg since July: RBI DG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Reserve Bank Deputy Governor
T Rabi Sankar on Friday said that the
incidence of digital frauds has been
rising since July this year.

Speaking at a SBI event here, Sankar
said that the frauds were going
down till July and the Reserve
Bank is checking reasons for the
increase since then.

“If you look at frauds per number
of transactions, we would see that
compared to last year, from the
beginning of the year, that incidence
(of frauds) kept on reducing substan-
tially until about July when it again
started rising up,” he said.

Without sharing the degree of the
increase, Sankar said the increase can
either be cyclical or seasonal.

He said that the digital infrastruc-
ture is being deployed by the
regulator like the mule hunter which
is designed to track down conduit
accounts to flush out money received
through frauds.

As per the annual report for FY25,

there was a decrease in frauds in FY25
to 23,953 from over 36,000 in the pre-
ceding financial year.

Frauds occurred predominantly
in the category of digital payments
including card and internet in terms
of number. Private sector banks
account for nearly 60 per cent of the
fraud cases by numbers, while PSBs’
share by value is over 71 per cent as
of end-FY25, it said.

Sankar said that in context of pay-
ments, it would be “reasonable to
assume” that banks “did not foresee”
the UPI potential due to some struc-
tural aspects, while the more nimble
fintechs could pull off the same.

Addressing the audience compris-
ing majorly of bankers, the RBI DG
said that banks are “structurally vul-
nerable” because of their monolith-
ic IT systems and high fixed costs
arising from branch networks and
compliance costs and warned that
“incremental digitisation is unlikely”
to keep them competitive.

He suggested banks to focus on
modernising the core infrastructure
to make it less monolithic and rigid

went up by 0.25 per cent,

cantly lower on Thursday.

in order to compete with the fintech
ecosystem. The DG also made it clear
that competitiveness may no longer
depend as much on balance sheet
strength as on data capability and
technology flexibility.

Sankar also said that the risks
from private digital currencies to
banks appear existential, yet not
very well understood or debated
globally. Even with CBDCs (central

bank digital currencies), banking
business is likely to change signifi-
cantly and these impacts need to be
understood by banks, he said.

Meanwhile, Sankar also said that
the “comfortable assumptions” of the
post-Cold War era of globalisation
are fading as we are seeing a
re-emergence of protectionist ten-
dencies and re-showing of critical
supply chains.

M New Delhi

Aditya Birla Group’s metals
arm Hindalco Industries Ltd
on Friday reported a 21.2 per
cent rise in consolidated
profit after tax to 4,741
crore in the September
quarter on the back of
strong performance by the
India business, disciplined
cost management and
operational efficiencies
across segments.

The company had posted
a consolidated profit after
tax of %3,909 crore in the
year-ago period, Hindalco
Industries Ltd said in a
filing to the BSE.

Revenue from operations
during the July-September
period rose 13 per cent to
366,058 crore as compared
t0¥58,203 crore recorded in
the year-ago period.

“The robust results were
driven by a strong perfor-
mance by the India business,
and aresilient performance

by Novelis,” the company
said in a statement.
India aluminium

upstream business deliv-
ered another standout per-
formance with EBITDA (earn-
ings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisa-
tion) at %4,524 crore, up 22
per cent, while aluminium
downstream achieved
an EBITDA of %261 crore,
up 69 per cent, compared to
Q2, FY25.

Despite headwinds,
Novelis reported flat ship-
ments over the same
quarter last year, it said.

Hindalco Industries
Managing Director Satish
Pai said the company
continued its growth
momentum amid global
volatility, delivering strong
performance in both
volumes and profitability.

“Our integrated business
model, prudent capital allo-
cation and focus on cost
optimisation, continues to
enable us to deliver sus-
tained, resilient growth
across market cycles. Our

sustainability agenda
remains focused on climate
action, circularity through
waste recycling, water stew-
ardship and biodiversity pro-
tection,” Pai said.

In a post-earnings media
briefing, Pai said the India
business has registered a
very strong set of numbers,
and added the rationalisa-
tion in goods and services
tax (GST) rates, demand from
most sectors like automo-
tive, packaging has been
very strong.

He also stressed that the
second quarter of Novelis
Inc, the wholly-owned arm
of Hindalco Industries Ltd,
has been quite strong inspite
of a fire incident at its plant
in New York.

The company expects that
a significant portion of
losses due to the fire acci-
dent will be recovered
through insurance.

Replying to a question, he
said the listing of its US-
based unit Novelis Inc is
not “in our mind” for the
next few years.

Hindalco, he said, deliv-
ered yet another robust per-
formance amid global
volatility, underpinned by its
diversified and integrated
business model that enables
consistent delivery across
market cycles.

“This strong performance
gives us the confidence
to continue investing
decisively in growth

across all our business
verticals, supported by our
strategic capex pipeline of
$10 billion,” he said.

“Our key upstream pro-
jects — Aditya Aluminium
Smelter Phase 1 and the
recently announced Phase 2
expansion, the copper
smelter expansion and the
Chakla, Meenakshi and
Bandha coal mines — are
progressing well and remain
firmly on track,” he said,
adding, “these investments
strategically position us to
capture emerging opportu-
nities, enhance long-term
value creation and deliver
sustainable growth.”

In a separate filing,
Hindalco also said phase 2
expansion of the Aditya
Aluminium project with an
additional capacity of 193
kilo tonnes (KT) and a project
cost 0f%10,225 crore, is likely
to be completed by FY29.

Hindalco Industries Ltd is
the metals flagship company
of the Aditya Birla Group. A
$28-billion metals power-
house, Hindalco operates
across the value chain, from
bauxite mining, alumina
refining, coal mining, captive
power plants and alumini-
um smelting to downstream
rolling, extrusions and foils.

Along with its subsidiary
Novelis, Hindalco is the
global leader in flat-
rolled products and the
world’s largest recycler
of aluminium.
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Six migrants

die in crash

Six migrants died, while
three others and their
driver were injured in a
vehicle crash near the
Black Sea city of Burgas,
a senior interior ministry
official said on Friday.
The incident occurred
a short time before
midnight Thursday as
police tried to stop a van
with Romanian
registration plates
carrying nine migrants
who had entered the
country illegally, border
police chief Anton
Zlatanov told reporters.
He said the driver
repeatedly refused to
stop at the signals given
and, eventually,
attempted to evade
spike strips set by the
police. The van crashed,
leading to the six
fatalities. The Romanian
driver and the three
surviving migrants
received first aid at the
scene. Preliminary data
suggested that the
migrants were from
Afghanistan.

Lisa apologises

for rule breach
Lisa Nandy, the UK's
Secretary of State on
Friday apologised to
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer after she was
found to have
“unknowingly” breached
the country’s public
appointment rules when
appointing England'’s
new football watchdog.

The Independent
Commissioner for Public
Appointments, Sir
William Shawcross,
concluded in his report
that the appointment of
David last month
breached the governance
code as he had made
two donations totalling
2,900 pounds to the
British Indian minister’s
Labour leadership
campaign five years ago.
“The Commissioner finds
that she has
unknowingly breached
the Code. She should
have carried out that
check and taken any
necessary consequential
action before selecting
him,"” Shawcross notes in
his findings.

Senate votes to curb Trump’s war power on Venezuela

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Washington

The Senate was voting on
Thursday on a legislation
that would check US
President Donald Trump’s
ability to launch an attack
against Venezuela, as
Democrats pressed Congress
to take a stronger role in
Trump’s high-stakes cam-
paign against Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro.

Lawmakers, including top
Republicans, have demanded
that the Trump administra-
tion provide them with more
information on the US mili-
tary strikes against alleged
drug-smuggling vessels in
the Caribbean and eastern
Pacific Ocean.

But Thursday’s vote, which
would essentially forestall
an attack on Venezuelan soil
by first requiring congres-
sional authorisation, was a
significant test of GOP sena-
tors’ willingness to allow the
Trump administration to con-
tinue its buildup of naval
forces in the region.

“We're tired of Congress
abdicating this most solemn
power to a president,” said
Senator Tim Kaine, the
Virginia Democrat who intro-
duced the resolution.

While the legislation has
virtually no chance of being
enacted, in part because it
would need to be signed by
Trump himself, it still allowed
senators to go on the record

Senor Jack Reed leaving a meeting room where he and other Senate Democrats are looking for a solution of the Government shutdown AP

with their concerns about
the president’s public threats
against Venezuela.

US naval forces are building
an unusually large force,
including its most advanced
aircraft carrier, in the
Caribbean Sea, leading many
to the conclusion that
Trump’s intentions go
beyond just intercepting
cocaine-running boats.

“It’s really an open secret
that this is much more about
potential regime change,”
said Senator Adam Schiff, a
California Democrat who also

pushed the resolution. “If
that’s where the administra-
tion is headed, if that’s what
we’re risking -- involvement
in a war -- then Congress
needs to be heard on this.”

Push for congressional

oversight

As the Trump administration
has reconfigured US priorities
overseas, there has been a
growing sense of frustration
among lawmakers, includ-
ing some Republicans, who
are concerned about recent
moves made by the

Pentagon.

At a hearing in the Senate
Armed Services Committee
earlier Thursday, Senator
Roger Wicker, the Republican
chair, said that many senators
have “serious concerns about
the Pentagon’s policy office”
and that Congress was not
being consulted on recent
actions like putting a pause
on Ukraine security assis-
tance, reducing the number
of US troops in Romania and
the formulation of the
National Defence Strategy.

GOP senators have direct-

ed theirire at the Department
of Defence’s policy office,
which is led by Elbridge
Colby, an official who has
advocated for the US to step
down its involvement in
international alliances.

“It just seems like there’s
this pigpen-like mess coming
out of the policy shop,” said
Senator Tom Cotton, an
Arkansas Republican who
chairs the Senate Intelligence
Committee, during another
armed services hearing
earlier this week.

As pushback has mounted

on Capitol Hill, the Trump
administration has stepped
up its briefings on the cam-
paign in the Caribbean,
including sending both
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth to a classified
briefing on Wednesday for
congressional leaders on the
strikes against vessels.

The officials gave details on
the intelligence that is used
to target the boats and
allowed senators to review
the legal rationale for the
attacks, but did not discuss
whether they would launch
an attack directly against
Venezuela, according to law-
makers in the meeting.

Still, Democrats, joined by
Republican Senator Rand
Paul, have pushed into the
unease among Republicans
by forcing a vote on the
potential for an attack on
Venezuela under the War
Powers Resolution of 1973,
which was intended to
reassert congressional power
over the declaration of war.

A previous war powers
vote pertaining to the strikes
against boats in internation-
al waters failed last month on
a 48-51vote, but Kaine said he
was hoping to peel off more
Republicans with a resolution
that only pertains to attacks
on Venezuela.

Some Republicans

uneasy with campaign
The Republican leadership

was pressing Thursday to
make sure the legislation
failed, and many GOP sena-
tors have expressed support
for Trump’s campaign, which
has killed at least 66 people
in 16 known strikes.

Senator Lindsey Graham, a
South Carolina Republican
who is a Trump ally, argued
in a floor speech that the
War Powers Act gave law-
makers too much power
over military decisions and
that Congress has other
means to check the presi-
dent’s decisions.

“I like the idea that our
commander-in-chief is
telling narco-terrorist organ-
isations you’re not only a
foreign terrorist organisa-
tion, but when you engage in
threats to our country -- a
boat headed to America full
of drugs -- we’re going to
take you out,” Graham
said.But there were still
several senators carefully
considering their vote.

Just hours before the vote,
Republican Senator Susan
Collins of Maine said she
had carefully read over the
Trump administration’s
secret legal opinion on the
strikes, but had not reached
a decision.“It remains a dif-
ficult decision,” she said.

Senator Thom Tillis, a
North Carolina Republican,
said he would vote against
the resolution, but added
that he has had his doubts
about the campaign.

World leaders gather in Brazil

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Belem(Brazil)

As world leaders head to a
second day of climate talks
being hosted in Brazil, a major
proposal to protect tropical
forests worldwide is sure to a
major topic of discussion.
Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva on Thursday
sought to mobilise funding
to halt the ongoing destruc-
tion of tropical rainforests
and advance the many
unmet promises made at
previous summits.

He’s proposing a fund
called the Tropical Forests
Forever Facility that would
pay 74 developing countries
to keep their trees standing,
using loans from wealthier
nations and commercial
investors. Financed by inter-
est-bearing debt instead of
donations, it aims to make it
more lucrative for govern-
ments to keep their trees
rather than cut them down.

The location where the pro-
posal was announced and
the talks are being held,
Belem, is significant because
the city is part of the
Amazon rainforest, which is
crucial in helping to regulate
the climate.

Destroying rainforests
makes money for cattle ranch-
ers, miners and illegal loggers,
but Brazil hopes to convince
countries that preserving
forests promises richer
rewards for the entire world by
absorbing huge amounts of

carbon dioxide, a greenhouse
gas that heats the planet
when it's released into
the atmosphere.

As senior Brazilian officials
walked reporters through the
fund’s inner workings, Norway
pledged $3 billion — the
biggest commitment of the
day — raising hopes for Lula’s
ambitions to become a reality.
Germany expected to follow
on Friday when Lula meets
Chancellor Friedrich Merz.
Brazilian officials announced
atotal of $5.5 billion in pledges.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M [slamabad

it has handed over "evi-
dence-based" and "logical
demands" to the mediators
— Turkiye and Qatar during
the third round of peace
talks being held in Istanbul
with the Afghan Taliban
regime. Pakistan and the
Afghan Taliban resumed the
third round of talks in
Istanbul on Thursday to
tackle the issue of cross-
border terrorism and avoid
further escalation between
the two sides.

Foreign Office
Spokesperson Tahir Hussain
Andrabi said that talks with
the Afghan Taliban regime
commenced in Istanbul on
Thursday in the presence

mediators. "The Pakistan del-

Pakistan on Friday said that

and with the participation of

egation has handed over its
evidence-based, justified,
and logical demands to the
mediators with a singular
aim to put an end to cross-
border terrorism,” Andrabi
said while addressing his
weekly media briefing here.

"The mediators fully
endorsed Pakistan's stance
on the basis of evidence

provided by our side, as well
as the tenets of internation-
al law and principles,” he
said, adding that the medi-
ators were discussing
Pakistan's demands point
by point with the Afghan del-
egation. Andrabi said any
other information being cir-
culated on social media, par-
ticularly from Afghan han-
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Sudanese army intercepts RSF
drones targeting two cities

1 >

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Cairo

The Sudanese army inter-
cepted drones fired
overnight by its rival para-
military group on two cities
in Sudan’s northeast, a mil-
itary official said on Friday.

The army official, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity to freely discuss
the matter, said 15 drones
targeted Atbara, a city north
of the capital, in River Nile
province. He confirmed that
strikes caused no casual-
ties. Local media reports
said residents heard explo-
sions. The official added that
ground defences intercept-
ed a smaller-scale drone
attack that also targeted
Omdruman, the sister city of
the capital Khartoum.

The RSF drone strikes
come a day after the group
announced that it agree to

a humanitarian truce pro-
posed by a US-led mediator
group known as the Quad.

A Sudanese military offi-
cial told The Associated Press
on Thursday that the army
welcomes the Quad’s pro-
posal but will only agree to
a truce when the RSF com-
pletely withdraws from civil-
ian areas and give up
weapons per previous peace
proposals. The war between
the RSF and the military
began in 2023, when ten-

sions erupted between the
two former allies that were
meant to oversee a democ-
ratic transition after a 2019
uprising. The fighting has
killed at least 40,000 people,
according to the WHO and
displaced 12 million.

However, aid groups say
the true death toll could be
many times higher.

Over 24 million people
are also facing acute food
insecurity, according to the
World Food Programme.

Pakistan presents evidence-based
demands to end cross-border terrorism

dlers or Afghan accounts, is
either pure speculation or
deliberate disinformation.

He also said that Pakistan's
demand to the Afghan
Taliban regime was simple:
that it should stop the infil-
trators from operating from
Afghan soil. The third round
of talks had begun in
Istanbul to defuse tension
between Islamabad and
Kabul that erupted in an
open border conflict last
month. Earlier, the two sides
failed to agree on the con-
tentious issues during the
two rounds of talks held on
October 19 in Doha and
October 25 in Istanbul.

Both sides reported
human losses during the
clashes from October 11-15,
which were brought under
control after a temporary
ceasefire that was extended
and is still holding.

Multiple explosmns shake mosque in Indonesia school

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Jakarta(Indonesia)

Multiple explosions shook a
mosque at a high school
during Friday prayers in
Jakarta, Indonesia’s capital,
injuring at least 55 people,
mostly students. Police tried
to dissuade speculation that
the blasts were a terror attack
and said they were investigat-
ing. Witnesses told local tele-
vision stations that they heard
at least two loud blasts
around midday, from inside
and outside the mosque, just
as the sermon had started at
the mosque at SMA 27, a
State high school within a
navy compound in Jakarta’s
northern Kelapa Gading
neighbourhood.

Students and others ran
out in panic as gray smoke
filled the mosque.

Most of the victims suf-
fered minor to severe injuries
from glass shards and burns.
The cause of the explosions
was not immediately known
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Curious onlookers looking on as military personnel stand guard near a school in Jakarta, Indonesia AP

but they came from near the
mosque’s loudspeaker,
according to Jakarta Police
Chief Asep Edi Suheri.

The injured were rushed to
nearby hospitals, from where
some were sent home after
initial treatment but 20 stu-
dents remained hospitalised
for burns, three of them with

serious injuries, the police
chiefsaid. Videos circulating
in social media showed
dozens of students in school
uniform running in panic
across the school’s basketball
court, some covering their
ears with their hands, appar-
ently to protect themselves
from the loud blasts. Some of

the injured were carried on
stretchers to waiting cars.
Shocked relatives of the
students gathered at centres
set up at Yarsi and Cempaka
Putih hospitals to seek infor-
mation about loved ones.
Parents told television sta-
tions their children had
wounds from being hitin the
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Maldives to acquire military
aircraft next year: President

- N o

Drone sightings halt flights

at airport in Belgium
ASSOCIATED PRESS M Brussels

ations resumed.

Flights out of one of Europe’s biggest cargo airports were
briefly suspended after drones were spotted, an airport
official said on Friday, an incident that comes amid a spate
of incidents around Belgium in recent weeks.
Christian Delcourt, the head of communications for
Liege airport, said drones forced a sequence of flight inter-
ruptions between 9 pm Thursday and 1 am Friday, and
again between 7 am and 8 am on Friday, when full oper-

Dozens of flights at Belgium’s main international airport
in Brussels were cancelled on Wednesday after drone
sightings on Tuesday night forced it to close temporar-
ily, prompting Prime Minister Bart De Wever to convene
emergency government talks.

head, feet and hands by sharp
nails and pieces of exploding
objects. Suheri, the police
chief, said an anti-bomb
squad that was deployed at
the scene found toy rifles
and a toy gun near the
mosque. “Police are still
investigating the scene to
determine the cause,” he said
and urged against speculation
that the incident was an
attack before police investiga-
tion is completed. “Let
the authorities work first,”
Suheri said. “We will convey
whatever the results are to
the public.”

Indonesia major militant
attack in 2002 when al-Qaida
staged bombings on the
resortisland of Bali that killed
202 people, mostly foreign
tourists. In subsequent years,
there have been mostly
smaller, less deadly strikes
that have targeted foreigners,
the government, police and
anti-terrorism forces, as well
as those considered infidels
by militant groups.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W Male

Maldives will acquire a military aircraft next year,
President Mohamed Muizzu said as he inaugurated the
national defence force’s first dedicated air station.

“The landmark event formalises a key component of
the island nation’s defence strategy, significantly expand-
ing the capabilities of the newly constituted Air Corps,”
state-run Public Service Media (PSM News) said.

The Maldives National Defence Force’s (MNDF) Gan Air
Station, commissioned on Wednesday, is located at the
southernmost Addu city. “The Maldivian army has made
progress in all areas,” Muizzu was quoted as saying by
news portal Adhadhu. “Hopefully this coming year will
be more progressive. We have already decided to get mil-
itary aircraft for the Air Corps,” he added.
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Indian envoy boosts US bilateral ties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Washington

India’s Ambassador to the
United States, Vinay Mohan
Kwatra and senior US diplo-
mat Paul Kapur have dis-
cussed “common interests”
and ways to advance bilater-
al ties during a meeting at
the State Department, their
second interaction in a week.

The meeting, held on
Thursday local time, came on
a day when President Donald
Trump said he could travel to
India next year and noted
that talks with New Delhi are
“going good”.

In a social media post,
Assistant Secretary of State
for the Bureau of South and
Central Asian Affairs Kapur
thanked Ambassador Kwatra
for visiting him at the
State Department.

“Discussed common inter-
ests and ways to advance the
US-India partnership.
Looking forward to continu-
ing the conversation,”
he wrote.

The meeting comes as
New Delhi and Washington
remain engaged in discus-
sions on a proposed bilater-
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India’s Ambassador of United States Vinay Mohan Kwatra meeting Senior US diplomat Paul Kapur

al trade agreement amid
tensions over Russian oil
purchases and tariff-related
issues. Earlier on Tuesday,
Kwatra and Kapur met at
India House. In a social

media post on Wednesday,
Kapur said, “Thank you
@AmbVMKwatra for gra-
ciously hosting me at India
House last night. Appreciated
the opportunity to discuss

shared bilateral and
regional priorities, includ-
ing strengthening the US-
India relationship.”

Kwatra on Thursday also
held discussions with infor-

mation technology
company Cohesity CEO
Sanjay Poonen on bilateral
cooperation in software
security and Al between
India and US industries.

Ties between New Delhi
and Washington have come
under severe strain after
Trump imposed 50 per cent
tariffs on India, including an
additional 25 per cent levies
for its procurement of
Russian crude oil.

India has called the US
action “unfair, unjustified
and unreasonable”, main-
taining thatits energy deci-
sions are driven by afford-
ability and national interest.
According to Commerce
Ministry data, India’s mer-
chandise exports to the US
declined by 11.93 per cent to
$5.46 billion in September
due to the high tariffs
imposed by Washington,
while imports increased by
11.78 per cent to $3.98 billion
during the month. The US
remained India’s largest
trading partner for the
fourth consecutive year in
2024-25, with bilateral trade
valued at $131.84 billion
($86.5 billion exports).

It accounts for about 18
per cent of India’s total
goods exports, 6.22 per cent
in imports, and 10.73 per
cent in the country’s total
merchandise trade.

Spanish Police
arrests 13
suspects of Tren
de Aragua gang

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Madrid

Spanish police have
arrested 13 people suspected
of belonging to the
Venezuelan Tren de
Aragua gang, authorities
said Friday.

The arrests were made in
five cities in the first operation
in Spain to dismantle a sus-
pected cell of the Venezuelan
prison gang, which the US
government designated a
foreign terrorist organisation
in February, police said in a
statement. The gang has
become a key reference in the
Trump administration’s mili-
tary strikes against suspected
drug vessels in the eastern
Pacific and Caribbean, and in
its domestic immigration
crackdown. As part of the
operation, Spanish police said
they also dismantled two lab-
oratories used to make tusi —
a mixture of cocaine, MDMA
and ketamine — and seized
other synthetic drugs and
cocaine. The arrests followed
an investigation Spanish
police opened last year after
the brother of “Nino
Guerrero”, the leader of the
Tren de Aragua gang, was
arrested in Barcelona under
an international arrest
warrant issued by Venezuelan
authorities, police said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Dak Lak (Vietnam)

Typhoon Kalmaegi brought
fierce winds and torrential
rains to Vietnam on Friday,
killing at least five people
and leaving widespread
damage across the country’s
central provinces, days after
the powerful storm battered
the Philippines and left
scores dead or missing.

As floodwaters receded,
recovery work began in bat-
tered towns and industrial
zones, with local authorities
and residents clearing debris
and repairing roofs to mil-
lions affected across the
central Vietnam.

Five people were killed —
three in Dak Lak and two in
Gia Lai provinces — while
three others remained
missing in Quang Ngai,
according to state media. Six
people were injured.

Fifty-two houses collapsed
and nearly 2,600 others were
damaged or had their roofs
blown off, including more
than 2,400 in Gia Lai alone.
Power outages affected
more than 1.6 million house-
holds. In the Philippines,
where Kalmaegi made land-
fall earlier this week,
President Ferdinand
Marcos]r declared a state of
national emergency on
Thursday as the country
braced for another
potentially powerful storm,
Typhoon Fung-wong, known

Damaged homes beside Mananga Bridge in TaI|say, Cebu Provmce in Ph|I|pp|nes

Kalmaegi Kills 5, Phlllpplnes prepares for new storm

PTI

locally as Uwan.

The weather bureau said
Fung-wong could expand to
an estimated 1,400 km in
diameter before making
landfall late Sunday or early
Monday in northern Aurora
province, potentially affect-
ing the densely populated
capital region of Manila.

Kalmaegi left at least 188
people dead and 135 missing
in the Philippines, according
to the Office of Civil Defence,
displacing more than half a
million people. Nearly
450,000 were evacuated to

shelters, and over 318,000
remained there as of
Thursday. Many areas in
Vietnam reported uproot-
ed trees, damaged power
lines and flattened build-
ings as Kalmaegi weakened
into a tropical storm and
moved into Cambodia on
Friday. Factories lost their
roofs and equipment was
damaged because of flood-
ing in Binh Dinh province. In
hard-hit Quy Nhon, residents
woke up to find corrugated
metal roofs and household
items scattered along the

streets. bAs the skies cleared
and sunlight broke through
on Friday morning, residents
in Dak Lak province stepped
out to assess the wreckage
left behind.

Streets were littered with
fallen branches and twisted
sheets of metal, and muddy
water still pooled in low-
lying areas where the river
had surged to record heights
overnight. Shopkeepers
dragged out waterlogged
goods to dry in the sun,
while families swept mud
from their doorsteps and

patched together missing
roof tiles. Kalmaegi struck
Vietnam as the country’s
central region was still
reeling from floods caused
by record-breaking rains.
Authorities said more than
537,000 people were evacu-
ated, many by boat, as flood-
waters rose and landslides
loomed. The storm was fore-
cast to dump up to 24 inches
ofrain in some areas before
moving into Laos and north-
east Thailand later Friday.

FAA enforces nationwide flight
cuts amid US shutdown

St
T o NN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

B Washington

The Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA)
unprecedented order to scale
back flights nationwide
because of the record-long
Government shutdown took
effect Friday morning, with
some passengers trying to
figure out backup travel
plans. The 40 airports
selected by the FAA span
more than two dozen States
and include hubs such as
Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Los
Angeles and Charlotte, North
Carolina, according to the
order. In some metropolitan
areas, including New York,
Houston, Chicago and
Washington, multiple airports
are being impacted, while the
ripple effects could reach
smaller airports as well.
Airlines scrambled to adjust

L]

their schedules and began
cancelling flights Thursday in
anticipation of the FAA's
official order, while travellers
waited nervously to learn if
their flights would take off
as scheduled.

"We are operating today
over 6,000 flights,” David
Seymour, chief operating
officer for American Airlines,
told ABC's "Good Morning
America.” Now we've had to
cancel as part of this directive
220 flights today and that
will be the same number
through the weekend, until
we start ramping up. We have
been working tirelessly
throughout, around the clock,
to ensure that we're
minimising the disruption to
our customers.” Airlines
directed passengers with
plans into the weekend to
check apps to learn their
flight status.

Republican Elise Stefanik to
run for governor of New York

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Il New York

Republican US Rep Elise
Stefanik is running for governor
of New York, her campaign
announced Friday. In a video
shared on social media,
Stefanik called Democratic Gov
Kathy Hochul “the worst
governor in America” and called

New York “the most
unaffordable state in the
nation.” Stefanik, who
represents a solid red
congressional district in upstate
New York, has for months
teased a run for governor,
levelling heavy criticism at
Hochul and more recently
toward Zohran Mamdani, the
mayor-elect of New York City.

President Trump hosts
Central Asian leaders

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

US President Donald
Trump hosted leaders of five
Central Asian countries at the
White House on Thursday as
he intensifies his hunt for
rare earth metals needed
for high-tech devices, includ-
ing smartphones, electric
vehicles and fighter jets.

Trump and the officials
from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan held bilateral
meetings in the Oval Office
before having a working
dinner. “These nations
were once home to the
ancient Silk Road connecting
East and West,” Trump said,
while noting that
“sadly, previous American
presidents neglected this
region completely”.

He added, “I understand
the importance of this
region” but “a lot of people
don’tknow that.” The White
House visits followed Trump
managing at least a tempo-
rary thaw with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping on differ-
ences between the United
States and China over the
export of rare earth
elements, a key point of fric-
tion in their trade
negotiations.

Early last month, Beijing
expanded export restrictions
over vital rare earth ele-
ments and magnets before
announcing, after Trump-Xi
talks in South Korea last

week, that China would
delay its new restrictions by
one year. Washington is
now looking for new ways to
circumvent China on critical
minerals. China accounts for
nearly 70 per cent of the
world’s rare earth mining
and controls roughly 90 per
cent of global rare earths pro-
cessing. Central Asia holds
deep reserves of rare earth
minerals and produces
roughly half the world’s
uranium, which is critical to
nuclear power production.

But the region badly needs
investment to further
develop the resources.
Central Asia’s critical mineral
exports have long tilted
toward China and Russia.
Kazakhstan, for example, in
2023 sent $3.07 billion in crit-
ical minerals to China and
$1.8 billion to Russia com-
pared with $544 million to
the US, according to country-
level trade data compiled
by the Observatory of
Economic Complexity, an
online data platform.

“In recent weeks, my
administration has strength-
ened American economic
security by forging agree-
ments with allies and friends
across the world to broaden
our critical minerals supply
chains,” Trump said.

He asked each of the visit-
ing presidents to give
remarks, and they praised his
efforts to promote trade in
their region and peace
around the world.
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Trent Q2 profit rises 11 per
cent to I373 crore; sales climb
16 per cent to 34,817 crore

Tata group retail firm Trent Ltd on Friday reported an
11.44 per cent increase in consolidated net profit to
%373.42 crore for the second quarter ended September
2025.The company had posted a consolidated net profit
of ¥335.06 crore in the July-September quarter a year
ago, according to a regulatory filing by Trent Ltd.

Trent operates retail stores under the brand names -
Westside, Zudio and Star. Its consolidated revenue from

NTPC committed to sustainable energy

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

NTPC Ltd, India’s largest inte-
grated power utility, cele-
brated its 51 st Raising Day,
marking over five decades of
energising India’s growth
and leading the nation’s
journey towards cleaner and
sustainable energy.

The celebration was held
today at NTPC's Engineering
Office Complex (EOC) in
Noida, where Shri Gurdeep
Singh, CMD unfurled the NTPC
flag in the presence of
Directors on the Board and
other senior officials.
Employees from across NTPC
power stations joined virtu-
ally, reflecting the spirit of
unity, purpose and progress
that defines the NTPC family.

Addressing the gathering,

Singh said as NTPC celebrates
its Golden Jubilee, we take
pride in five decades of pow-
ering India’s growth and
shaping its energy landscape.
Our evolution from thermal
to renewables and now into
nuclear and green hydrogen
embodies our enduring spirit
of innovation, resilience and
purpose. Guided by our
people, innovation and
vision, we remain committed
to driving India’s transition
towards a cleaner, smarter
and more sustainable energy
future. During the event,
the CMD released NTPC orga-

able energy capacity. The
company is committed to
achieving 60 GW of renew-
able energy capacity by 2032,
strengthening Indiaand#39;s
Net Zero goals.

With a diverse portfolio of
thermal, hydro, solar and
wind power plants, NTPC is
dedicated to delivering reli-
able, affordable and sustain-
able electricity to the nation.
The company is committed to
adopting best practices, fos-
tering innovation and
embracing clean energy tech-
nologies for a greener future.

Along with power genera-

nization memory book
“Remembering Our Roots”, a
coffee table book on NETRA
and announced the names of
the young achievers of NTPC
Family. Later, he graced a
virtual inauguration of newly-

constructed guest house
“Sangam” at Unchahar, UP
and Ujjivan Ayush Kendra at
Kayamkulam, Kerala
besides various applications
made by IT.

Similar programmes are
being held across NTPC loca-
tions all over India, marking
the completion of 50 th
anniversary. NTPC Ltd. is con-
tributing one-fourth of the

India’s power requirements
and has an installed capaci-
ty of 84,849 MW, with an
additional capacity of 30.90
GW under construction,
including 13.3 GW of renew-

tion, NTPC has ventured into
various new business areas,
including e- mobility, battery
storage, pumped hydro
storage, waste-to-energy,
nuclear power and green
hydrogen solutions.

operations jumped 15.9 per cent to ¥4,817.68 crore
during the September quarter. It was ¥4,156.67 crore in
the year-ago period, it added. “We believe given our
approach with respect to merchandise sourcing, price
architecture, distribution and our disciplines around
inventory provisioning, the full year results are more
representative of the health of the business,” said Trent
in its earnings Statement. The gross margin profile of
Westside and Zudio remains consistent. Its “operating
EBIT margin for Q2/FY'26 was 10.2 per cent” against 11
per cent for Q2/FY'25. Trent's total expenses increased
16.7 per cent in the September quarter to ¥4,367.15
crore. The total consolidated income, which includes
other income, climbed 15.3 per cent to ¥4,845.23 crore

in the September quarter.

City of Nawabs to
celebrate Young Talent
at Bulbule festival

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Lucknow is set to host a
distinct celebration of cre-
ativity and childhood with
the Bulbule Festival 2025,
the city’s first arts and
cultural festival dedicated
to children. Scheduled for
7 and 8 November 2025 at
the India Literacy House,
the event is being organ-
ised by the Swatantra
Talim Foundation, a
Lucknow-based organisa-
tion that promotes imag-
ination and creative con-
fidence through art and
experiential learning.
The two-day festival will
bring together children,
parents, educators and

artists for an engaging
experience in both visual
and performing arts.
Featuring storytelling,
puppetry, workshops,
music and games, Bulbule
promises alively blend of
learning and play. The
event seeks to create a
joyful space where young
minds can explore,
express and imagine
without limits.

Ridhi, co-founder of
the Swatantra Talim
Foundation, said Bulbule
is inspired by the belief
that every child carries a
world of wonder within.
When given the space,
their ideas can float
free like bubbles, full of

Nirmala Sitharaman visits Tata semiconductor plant in Assam

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday visited the
Tata Group’s 327,000 crore semicon-
ductor plant, which is being set up
in Assam’s Morigaon district. She
arrived in Guwahati in the morning
on a two-day tour, during which she
will unveil a range of projects at
various places in the State.

In the afternoon, the Minister
visited the upcoming facility of
Tata Electronics’ Outsourced
Semiconductor Assembly and Test
(OSAT), situated at Jagiroad in
central Assam.

“During her visit to the upcoming
semiconductor facility, @nsithara-
man also interacted with the
officials overseeing the project,”
the Union Finance Minister’s Office
said in a post on X. With an
investment of 327,000 crore, the
facility is expected to produce up to
48 million semiconductor chips
per day, employing advanced
packaging technologies like flip
chip and Integrated System in
Package (ISIP), it added.

“This project, set to become one
of the country’s premier manufac-
turing sites, aligns with the nation’s
broader goal of establishing a self-

._

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman interacting with the entrepreneurs, students etc on booming business potential in Assam and

other Northeastern States in presence of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma at OSAT, Jagiroad on Friday
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sufficient semiconductor ecosys-
tem. The Morigaon semiconductor
facility is part of a wider network of
Government-backed projects aimed
at bolstering India’s semiconductor
production capabilities,” the post
said. Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the NDA
Government has been promoting

the growth of semiconductor and
chip manufacturing within the
country, paving the way for techno-
logical advancement and econom-
ic resilience, it added.

“It is designed to cater to essen-
tial sectors such as automotive,
electric vehicles, telecommunica-
tions and consumer electronics.

Hon’ble Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi, since 2014, has focused on
the holistic development of the
North-East, which is critical for
achieving the goal of #ViksitBharat
by 2047,” Sitharaman’s office said.

Earlier during the day, she was
accorded a warm welcome by
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma at Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International (LGBI) Airport
in Guwahati. State Finance Minister
Ajanta Neog was also present there.
Sarma, accompanying Sitharaman
to Jagiroad, expressed heartfelt
gratitude for her support in
bringing the semiconductor
project to Assam.

“The Tata semiconductor facility
marks India’s future in high-tech
manufacturing, set to redefine
Assam’s industrial landscape and
generate vast opportunities for our
youth. We remain grateful for her
constant support in shaping
Assam’s semiconductor journey,” he
added. In the evening, Sitharaman
will inaugurate the ‘Gateway of
Guwahati’, comprising a terminal
and jetty on the Brahmaputra river-
bank, developed at a cost of 3305
crore. She will also dedicate the
Brahmaputra Riverfront project,
set up at Sati Radhika Udyan, for an
expenditure of ¥327 crore, in the
State capital. On November 8,
Sitharaman will go to
Gohpur in Biswanath district and lay
the foundation stone for the Swahid
Kanaklata Barua State University.
The Assam Cabinet in June this
year had approved the develop-
ment of the varsity at a cost of
%400 crore.

3 Indian banks among
global top-10 lenders

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

event organised by the
lender here, Setty said SBI's
market capitalisation has

colour and life.

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
Engineering Department
Tender Notice
Tender Reference No.GNDU/ENGG/2025/11/01-08
The Engineering Department of Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar invites online bids
for:-(i) Construction of Entrepreneurship and innovation training centre (i) Construction of

SBI's chairman CS Setty on
Friday said the country’s largest
State-owned bank and two
other private sector lenders
will be among the top-10 banks
globally by market capitalisa-
tion by 2030. Speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of an

renovation of bathrooms of different departments.

pm
For details log onte www.eproc.punjab.gov.in

website only.
2426/12/2025-26/4804 Dated CHD :- 07/11/2025

Indoor badminten court (i) False Ceiling work of medernization of labs science and
computer in various departments (iv) Civil and Public Health work on labour rates
medemization of labs science and computer (v) Electrical renovation work of various
science and computer lab in various departments (vi) SITC of projectors in various labs (vii)
Supply of Electrical material for Modernization of labs for renovation work of various
Science & Computer labs (viii) Purchase of Electrical material for the electrical work of

Closing date & time: 01-12-2025 for sr. no. 1 & 2 and 24-11-2025 for sr. no. 3to 8 upto 04:00

Note: Any Corrigendum/Addendum to the tender netice shall be published on the above

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar Mumcnpa.l Corporation.
(Electrical) Section.

Contact No.0240-2333536-40

Office Address:- Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
Municipal Corporation.
(Electrical) Section.
Town Hall, Aurangabad.431001
Email:-eelight@aurangabadmahapalika.org

Bid
Submission
End Date
Date. 15.11.2025
Time 5.00 PM

Name of work

“|Supplying & Erecting External Electrification for
Athletic Track and Football Ground at Divisional
Sports Committee Chhatrapati  Sambhajinagar
(Tender Amount 8,93,14,219/-) by the e-tendering,
detailed information /(NIT) documents are available
on the website https://www.mahatenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
(Electrical)
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar Municipal corporation.

touched $100 billion and
there are two other Indian
private sector lenders
having significant valua-
tions. “It may not be SBI
alone. We have two major
private sector banks, where
market capitalisation is sig-
nificant. So, I think they will

kotak

Kotak Mahindra Bank

NOTICE

Locker Hired by Mr. Rishi Raj
Tejuja  having address at- D-
945 New Friends Colony New
Delhi, Delhi-110065 with
Santacruz SV Road Branch of
Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd.
situated at Ground Floor
Sangam Chs SV Road Opp Vijay
Sales Santacruz West Mumbai
Maharashtra India — 400054
remains un-operated since past
10yearsand therentisalso due
forthelast 6years.

All the 3 letters earlier sent to
Mr. Rishi Raj Tejuja calling
upon them to operate the
locker has return unreserved
and the aforementioned are
not contactable.

It is hereby informed that
despite this notice, if the said
locker is not operated by
Mr. Rishi Raj Tejuja within 90
days from the date of issuance
of this notice, break open of the
said locker will be done as per
the extant process of the bank
on 08 February 2025 at around
12:00PM

also move along with us,”
Setty said. Setty reiterated
that SBI had spelt out its aim
to be among the top-10
lenders by market capitali-
sation by 2030, initially. The
SBI chairman did not name
the other two banks.
Largest private sector
lender HDFC Bank is the
most valuable with 15.11
lakh crore market capitalisa-
tion, followed by ICICI Bank

A significant step was taken today to
bolster the National Capital Region’s
standing as a hub for advanced
research and development, as a
high-level delegation from Gautam
Buddha University (GBU) met with Dr
Lokesh M, Chief Executive Officer,
NOIDA (New Okhla Industrial

NOIDA and Gautam Buddha University to
establish two state-of-the-art centres of excellence

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Development Authority).

NOIDA and GBU have reached an
agreement, in principle, to collaborate
on establishing two major Centres of
Excellence at the GBU campus:

1. Centre for Semicon Research and
Technology (CSRT): Focused on
cutting-edge research and innovation
in the critical field of Semiconductor
technology.

2. Centre for Drug Discovery and
Development: A specialised facility
with an initial focus on research related
to Cancer treatment and novel drug

This collaboration is poised to be a
game-changer in establishing the
NOIDA area as a premier RandD centre,
fostering innovation and creating
high-skill job opportunities.

The GBU team at the meeting includ-
ed Dr Vishwas Tripathi, Registrar;
Professor Rajiv Varshney, Dean
Academics; Dr S Dhanlakshmi, Dean
School of Biotechnology; Dr Rekha
Puria, HoD School of Biotechnology; Dr

(A Wholly Owned Government of M.P. Undertaking)
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E-mail : sesheopur@gmail.com
GM/0&M/2025-26/3697-98

M.P. MADHYA KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN COMPANY LTD.
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (0&M) CIRCLE-SHEOPUR

NOTICE INVITING E- TENDERS

Online E-Tender are invited from eligible bidders, for following work: -

Sheopur, Dated : 07.11.2025

Particulars Approx. Tender Fee Bid Submission | Bid Opening
Value (Inclusive of GST | Last Date & Date &Time
(In Lakh) | @18%) (In Rs.) Time

Empanelment of Agencies for new 33/11kV | 1000.00 | 10000/ + 18% | 21.11.2025 22.11.2025
substation, additional /Augmentation of PTR Lakh GST up to at
at existing 33/11 KV S/s, HT Lines, LT Lines, =11800/- 15.30 Hrs. 15.30Hrs.
DTR, Service Line and meter related works
and any other associated works as per SOR
schedules in Sheopur Circle of MPMKVVCL

M.P. Madhyam/122904/2025

Other details, terms and conditions are available on company website : https://portal.mpcz.in
& https://mptenders.gov.in or the under signed office.

GENERAL MANAGER (O&M)

at%9.59 lakh crore m-cap.

development in Biotechnology.

Vidushi Sharma, HoD School of

Electronics and Communications; and
Dr Mangal Das, School of Electronics
and Communications. Both NOIDA and
GBU are committed to continuing their
discussions to finalise the funding pat-
terns, which will solidify the foundation
for these centres.

The GBU team will also provide
feedback from relevant stakeholders
and clarity on the revenue model to
ensure the long-term sustainability
and success of the initiative.

Two-day National Rural Conclave to be held in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The newly launched Chaudhary
Charan Singh Centre for Agribusiness
and Rural Entrepreneurship at Dr BR
Ambedkar University Delhi is hosting
a two-day National Rural Conclave
titled “The Rising Rural: Mapping the
Trajectories towards Viksit Bharat”
on 6-7 November 2025 at the India
Habitat Centre, New Delhi.

Drawing on the ideas and legacy
of Shri Chaudhary Charan Singh, this
Conclave seeks to comprehensive-
ly engage with the meaning of rural
transformation in India— as a
process rooted in equity, sustainabil-
ity and the empowerment of those
at the grassroots. As India envi-
sions Viksit Bharat 2047, the
discussions will bring together
eminent policymakers, academics
and development practitioners to
reflect on the future of rural liveli-
hoods, agrarian change, entrepre-
neurship and social inclusion.

On Thursday, the first day of the
Conclave, the inaugural session was
graced by Chief Guest Professor
Anu Singh Lather, the Honorable
Vice-Chancellor of Dr BR Ambedkar
University Delhi; Dr Abha Rani
Singh, IRS and Chairperson, National
Minorities Development and Finance

Corporation; Dr Archana Verma,

ud!rary Charan Singh
ibusiness & Rural Entre
(C3 ApgRe)

AL RURAL CONCY
« THE TRAJECTORIE,
! Natianal

lighted the urgent need to move
beyond sectoral silos and adopt an
integrated vision linking water, land
and food-agro systems as the core
of rural prosperity. Keynote
speakers advocated a holistic and
intersectional approach to policy-
making, emphasizing community-
driven, context-specific and hyper-
local strategies over uniform,
top-down models.

The resonant sentiment “bharat ki
aatma gaon mein basti hai” (India’s
soul resides in its villages) under-
scored the day’s deliberations. The
sessions collectively emphasised
that India’s development must rise
from its rural roots, blending tradi-
tion with transformation.

The first day of the Conclave
concluded with a collective call to

‘ wheh wrr P '
IAS, National Water Mission; Dr

Santosh K Singh, Director,
Chaudhary Charan Singh Centre
for Agribusiness and Rural
Entrepreneurship and Col. (Retd.)
Omkar Singh.

The Keynote address was deliv-
ered by Mr Harsh Lohit, Founder and
Chairperson, Charan Singh Archives
on the enduring intellectual and
grassroots contribution of
Chaudhary Charan’s Singh’s legacy
to rural society and social progress

in India. The technical sessions
were led by experts and practition-
ers from organisations such as the
World Bank Group, Charan Singh
Archive, Water for People India
Trust, Welthungerhilfe India,
Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(G1Z) India, United Nations
Environment Programme to delib-
erate on critical issues related to
water and land.

Discussions at the conclave high-

action—to reimagine India’s
rural landscape through
collaboration, ensuring that rural
transformation remains central to
the nation’s journey toward
Viksit Bharat 2047.

As the National Rural Conclave
2025 progresses, the second
day will further bridge research,
policy and practice, reaffirming
the pivotal role of rural India
in shaping an equitable
and sustainable national future
aligned with the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047.
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Major : ,
Dhyan Chand

1956 Heroes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

Indian hockey with a grand centenary
event at the historic Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium in New Delhi on Friday.
The landmark occasion was graced by
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of
Parliamentary and Minority Affairs Kiren
Rijiju, Deputy Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
Thiru Udhayanidhi Stalin, Minister of Sports
and Youth Services, Odisha, Suryabanshi
Suraj, FIH President Dato Tayyab lkram,
along with other dignitaries, hockey legends,
and members of the national teams.

The celebration marked a century of sport-
ing excellence, pride, and unity, honouring the
journey of Indian hockey from its beginnings
in 1925 to its resurgence in the modern era.
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya expressed his pride at
being part of the milestone, noting that “the
sport has seen many phases, and it was
through hockey at the Olympics that we
showed the world what India can achieve in
sports. We have never looked back since. With
the spirit of our rich history, Indian hockey is
once again rising and moving towards
another Olympic medal. As the country cel-
ebrates with over 1,000 matches being
played nationwide today, the entire nation
revels in this proud moment. The Government
of India will continue to support our players
and the sport in every possible way. | congrat-
ulate Hockey India, the players, coaches, and
fans for being part of this remarkable journey.”
Minister of Parliamentary and Minority
Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju reflected on the his-
toric day, saying: “I consider myself fortunate
to stand here among the legends of the game
on this special occasion. It has been a long and
inspiring journey for Indian hockey. I congrat-
ulate Hockey India for honouring our greats
alongside the current stars, merging our rich
history with our promising future.
Congratulations to all who have been part of
this incredible journey.”

FIH President Dato Tayyab Ikram remarked,
“Itis a pleasure to be part of this historic mile-
stone for Indian hockey. Today we express grat-
itude to our legends, players. fans, and admin-
istrators who have shaped this journey. India
has led the way in world hockey through 100
years of resilience and innovation. I thank the
Government of India and Hockey India for their
continued support. India’s resurgence in the
Tokyo and Paris Olympics shows its strength,
and I am confident the next 100 years will be
even brighter for Indian hockey.”

An exhibition match between the Sports
Minister’s XI, led by Mansukh Mandaviya, and
the Hockey India XI, led by Dilip Tirkey, set the
tone for the day. The match ended in a 3-1win
for the Sports Minister’s XI, with goals from

Hockey India celebrated 100 years of

L LI T¥- T

Hockey India XI's Manpreet Singh, front
right, vies for the ball during a friendly
match as part of celebration marking 100
years of Indian Hockey at Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium in New Delhi  pTi

Union Sports and Youth Affairs Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, left, and Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju, right, felicitating former hockey player Aslam Sher Khan during an event marking 100
years of Indian Hockey at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi PTI

years

of nation’s iconic sport

Union Minister for Sports Mansukh Mandaviya with Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and others
releasing a book during the Hockey India centenary celebrations at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi pTi

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju and Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin posing with the
Men’s Junior Hockey World Cup trophy during the Hockey India centenary celebrations in New Delhi  pTi

SPORTS &

Ajhit Pal |
Singh

Beauty Dungdung, Salima Tete, and Krishna
Pathak, while Manpreet Singh scored for
Hockey India XI.

Hockey India also felicitated some of the
game’s most celebrated icons in recognition
of their lasting contributions to the sport and
their inspiration to generations of players. The
legends of the game honoured at the ceremo-
ny included: Gurbux Singh, Harbinder Singh,
Ajith Pal Singh, Ashok Kumar, BP Govinda,
Aslam Sher Khan, Zafar Igbal, Brigadier
Harcharan Singh, Vineet Kumar, Romeo
James, Asunta Lakra, Subhadra Pradhan.

Another highlight of the day was the
launch of the commemorative book “100
Years of Indian Hockey”, which chronicles the
sport’s journey through a century of tri-
umphs, challenges, and revival.

A special photo exhibition also offered a rare
glimpse into Indian hockey’s remarkable
history through archival photographs, Olympic
moments, and memorabilia tracing the sport’s
evolution from the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics
to the present day. With Tamil Nadu gearing
up to host the FIH Hockey Men’s Junior World
Cup 2025, the coveted trophy was also on
display, marking the start of a 20-city trophy
tour. Adding to the festivities, singer and com-
poser Siddharth Mahadevan delivered a series
of energetic live performances, captivating
those in attendance and highlighting the cel-
ebratory note to the occasion.

A Nation United in Celebration extendin the
centenary spirit across the country, a
Nationwide Hockey Festival was organised
simultaneously in 500 districts, engaging
more than 36,000 players in over 1,000 exhi-
bition matches. The initiative brought togeth-
er school athletes, veterans, and community
teams, transforming the milestone into a
true national celebration of the sport. Dr
Dilip Tirkey, President of Hockey India, shared,
“Itis an honour for me to stand here at the very
stadium where | attended my first camp and
played my first major tournament. Today is a
tribute to those who laid the foundation for
Indian hockey a century ago and to every player
who has brought glory to the nation through
this sport. We must also recognise all the stake-
holder who work tirelessly for the promotion
of Hockey including the Government of India
who given us immense support. | am confident
that many more moments of pride await us in
the years to come.”

Secretary General of Hockey India
Bholanath Singh expressed gratitude to all
those who made the milestone possible: “A
special thanks to the Government of India for
making this celebration a reality and for all
the esteemed dignitaries present here today.
This moment belongs to the entire hockey fra-
ternity, and we are proud to be celebrating
it across every state. I also thank our State
member units for their constant support and
contribution in taking the sport forward.”

HOCKEY INDIA

Zafar Iqgbal

ETLINRATING (WOD YRARE OF
IHBlAHMH

HOoCKEY

Hockey India XI's Jarmanpreet Singh, back,
and others vie for the ball during a friendly

match between Hockey India XI and Sports
Minister’s XI, as part of celebration marking

} ﬂ i . 100 years of Indian Hockey in New Delhi Pl

Union Sports and Youth Affairs Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, left, and Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju, right, felicitating former hockey player Brigadier Harcharan Singh (Retd) during an event
marking 100 years of Indian Hockey at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi P
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India eye consistency, Australia target spin in T20I final

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Brishane

On the cusp of another over-
seas series win, India will look
to overcome batting inconsis-
tencies and finish the tour of
Australia with authority when
the two sides clash in the fifth
and final T20 International
on Saturday.

With an unassailable 2-1
lead in the five-match series,
India have extended their
17-year streak of not losing a
T20I series against Australia
and Suryakumar Yadav and
Co. Will look to finish strong-
ly in this one too.

The focus will be on
Shubman Gill and skipper
Suryakumar Yadav's batting,
while Australia will look to
counter India’s spin chal-
lenge when the two sides
clash for the last time ahead
of nextyear’s T20 World Cup
in India and Sri Lanka.

India showed better tacti-
cal awareness in the previous
match, adjusting on a tricky
Carrara pitch. Gill led the
way in a promising start of 121
for2in 14 overs before a late
collapse saw them lose four
wickets for 15 runs.

For vice-captain Gill, it has
been seven innings without

a fifty, though his 46 in the
fourth T20 was a sign of his
returning form.

Gill has not quite displayed
the fluent touch that has
defined his batting in recent
years. He looked composed
in the last match before being
undone by a slower ball.
The opener will be eager to
sign off on a high and
ease concerns within the
team management.

Suryakumar has also
shown flashes of brilliance
across the series but has
struggled to convert his starts.
The captain would be expect-
ed to bat with more freedom
and lead by example ahead
of next month’s South Africa.

Tilak Varma is another
batter who is yet to find
his rhythm, managing
scores of 0,29, and 5 in his last
three outings.

The pressure will also be
on wicketkeeper-batter Jitesh
Sharma, who has featured
ahead of Sanju Samson in the
last two games but is yet to
make a substantial impact.

Abhishek Sharma,
however, has lived up to his
reputation as the world’s
top-ranked T20 hitter, scoring
a fluent half-century and pro-
viding brisk starts.

rl

India’s lower order has
also chipped in effectively,
with Axar Patel smashing an
11-ball 21 in the previous
match. The presence of all-
rounders at number 7 and

number 8 has given the team
valuable flexibility and depth.

In the bowling department,
Arshdeep Singh has once
again proved his worth
for India, picking up four

wickets and forming an effec-
tive new-ball pairing with
Jasprit Bumrah.

The spin trio of Varun, Axar,
and Washington has been a
major strength for India

despite the absence of
Kuldeep Yadav. Both Shivam
Dube and Washington
have been instrumental with
bat and ball.

While Dube’s 23-ball 49

SURYAKUMAR HAS
ALSO SHOWN
FLASHES OF
BRILLIANCE ACROSS
THE SERIES BUT HAS
STRUGGLED TO
CONVERT HIS STARTS

turned the third T20 in India’s
favour, Washington’s 3 for 3
in the fourth sealed the
contest. Dube also con-
tributed 18 off 22 and took
two wickets in that game.

For Australia, the fourth
T20 once again exposed their
weakness against quality
spin. Varun Chakaravarthy,
Axar, and Washington Sundar
combined to take six wickets
in under 10 overs at the
Carrara Oval. The visitors’
batting has been heavily
reliant on skipper Mitchell
Marsh, Marcus Stoinis, and
Tim David. The absence of
Travis Head hurt their
chances in the last game, as
they failed to chase down a
modest 168.

All-rounder Matthew Short,
who has enjoyed success
as an opener, batted
lower down the orderin this
series but missed an oppor-
tunity to impress at the top in

Head’s absence.

He will be keen to make
amends on Saturday.

The absence of Josh
Hazlewood has also been
felt, as the home team'’s
bowling attack has lacked
penetration.

Nathan Ellis and Adam
Zampa have shouldered
much of the responsibility,
but Ben Dwarshuis went
wicket-less in the fourth T20.
The hosts might consider
handing a debut to Mahli
Beardman in the final game.

Teams (from):

India: Suryakumar Yadav
(C), Abhishek Sharma,
Shubman Gill (VC), Tilak
Varma, Nitish Kumar Reddy,
Shivam Dube, Axar Patel,
Jitesh Sharma (WK), Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit
Bumrah, Arshdeep Singh,
Harshit Rana, Sanju Samson
(WK), Rinku Singh,
Washington Sundar.

Australia: Mitchell Marsh
(C), Matthew Short, Josh Inglis
(WK), Josh Philippe (WK),
Mitchell Owen, Glenn
Maxwell, Matt Kuhnemann,
Adam Zampa, Mahli
Beardman, Ben Dwarshuis,
Xavier Bartlett, Nathan Ellis,
Marcus Stoinis.
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Siraj, Akash, Prasidh shine as India A
dominate despite Ackerman ton

Learnt from past mistakes:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Carrara (Gold Coast)

Indian all-rounder Axar Patel
says he has learnt from his
“past mistake” of letting the
size of boundaries dictate his
shot-selection, something
that was evident from the
manner in which he target-
ted the more distant sides
during the fourth T20lI
against Australia here.
Axar’s 11-ball 21, laced with
a four and a six in the last
over off Marcus Stoinis, was
crucial to India breaching the
160-mark and posting 167,
which Australia fell short by
48 runs. The visitors now
have an unassailable 2-1lead
in the five-match series after
the first game was washed
out. “Obviously I knew it
was tough because wickets
were falling back to back.

take it to the last over
because there weren’t any
batsmen after me,” Axar said
in a video interview with
teammate and fellow all-
rounder Shivam Dube,

achance in the last over. The
side boundaries were big
but I thought if I could hold
my shape and watch the
ball, I could clear them,” he
said.

Axar Patel

boundary and don’t hit
towards those sides, they
become predetermined
shots and because of that we
make mistakes. I learnt from
past mistakes and played my
shots here,” he added.

The fifth and final T20I
will be played on Saturday in
Brisbane. Besides the signif-
icant runs, the 31-year-old
Axar also picked up a couple
of wickets in the game to
deservedly win the player of
the match honours.

Dube asked him about his
wickets, especially the LBW
dismissal of Matthew Short,
which was the result of an
accurate review taken by
Axar in consultation with

Jitesh Sharma.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Bengaluru

Fast bowlers produced an
excellent effort as India A
made light of Marques
Ackerman’s masterly
hundred to nose ahead of
South Africa A on the second
day of the second four-day
match here Friday.
Prasidh Krishna (3/35),
Mohammad Siraj (2/61) and
Akash Deep (2/28) used the
pace and carry on the BCCI
Centre of Excellence pitch to
good effect to share seven
wickets among them,
bowling out SA for 221 in

their first innings.
Ackerman’s 134 (118b, 17x4,
5x6) was the glue that held
the SA innings together.
After securing a 34-run
lead, India A were placed at
78 for three in their second
innings, for an overall lead
of 112 runs. KL Rahul (26) and
Kuldeep Yadav (0) were
batting at stumps.
Abhimanyu Easwaran
made the future path all
the more tough with his
second duck of the match,
while Sai Sudharsan con-
cluded his lukewarm prepa-
ration for the South Africa
Test series with an under-

whelming 23 off 38 balls.

Devdutt Padikkal (24) was
batting steadily but an out-
standing catch at gully by
Lesego Senokwane brought a
disappointing end to his
tenure. The total of 255 was
always going to be a steep hill
for SA batters to climb consid-
ering the quality in India’s
bowling unit, and it panned
out just like that.

In no time, the tourists
were 12 for three inside the
first eight overs.

Senokwane had little clue
about an Akash delivery that
moved a wee bit away to
uproot his off-stump.

South Africa captain
Temba Bavuma might be a
little aggrieved after the on
field umpire acceded to a
down-the-leg caught behind
appeal by Akash.

Siraj chipped in with the
wicket of Zubayr Hamza as
the Proteas were jolted early.

The breezy new ball spell
of Siraj and Akash would
have impressed the Indian
team management to a
good extent ahead of the
two-match Test series
against SA, as the pair pur-
chased disconcerting
bounce and carry from the
track.
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(i) Removal of dead/ dying/ old plants Ha 4 15 7. Mulching pIast|dJute,r‘Agro textile/ any other biodegradable material 40 ha. 50% | 50% yHiH — 716 T/ fois — 07 /11 /2025
11 Poly house/ Hybrid/ Retractable structures 16 8. Add on Components: T T wr e T e ARE P A
Naturally ventilated system- (i) Tubular/Rectangular Structure Sgm 1500 i HverPOI“I‘ICS and Aeroponics 500 sqm. | 50% | 50% T YO, TR SRR, ST
2 2. Shade Net/Agro Textile Net House 17 ____Promotion of IPM/INM i 200ha. | 50% | 50% syosfa, forer—aar | '
(i) Tubular /Rectangular structure Sqm 3000 18 Vermi compost Units/organic input production ] > Tl < oo ) o1 ‘.100 o
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4, Cost of planting material & cultivation of high value fruits and vegetables grown in 19 Training/Exposure visit of farmers 3 | gul @ @ s 11 718
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15 | 5. Cost of planting material & cultivation of Carnation & Gerbera grown in Poly houses. | Sgqm 500 b) Outside State 80unit |100%| - e R T i (: )
6. Cost of planting material & cultivation of Rose, Chrysanthemum and Lilum grown in 20 Pusa Zero energy cool chamber (100 kg) 200unit | 50% | 50% - b
16 Poly housesr Sqm 1000 21 Solar Crop Dryer (with 24 Hrs. Backup:l-GeneraI areas 10 unit 50% | 50% 5 | 50— Sfaar are W @ sifad fne | 04.12.2025 (03:00 PM &)
7 7 Mulching Plastic/ Jute/ Aaro textile/ ther biodegradabl terial H 0 22 Static/Mobile vending cart/platform with cool chamb 2 unit 50% | 50% g wHa
18 FCnE s ug_Adgmxéoma;gn:m;r : € IEEnE 5 IuaT AT AR W SR € | Rree Seoia wefta S amae e man €| ue sves @l ane o 6 | Ffaer gew sk EMD sifemd e-procurementl’ortal_
i, Hydroponics and Aeroponics Sqm 500 A& BT B | wr w0 i fftr g W | (Jharkhandteders.gov.in)
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20 Vermi compost Units/organic input production eI ¥t weerr & R/ S @ e sy slewder SRl § R 24.11.2025 AH 5 99 T6 H1dTT 7 | So-Fifamr ger @ fafyr v w99 | 05.12.2025 (03:00 PM)
i) Vermibeds (HDPE) Nos 200 WA & | ST TF H W STTIEH BT T BT, TN FTE Rarsd =0 - THTYT U 51 BT WY 31erar wae L i 3
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2 Pusa Zero energy cool chamber (100 kg) Nos 200 o ma‘%@ mﬂ;‘—"q: E'FW' 'aaw"“fmf T e ;_a Wr“‘“‘w‘a 1 W W o eemidgarh-cemr-jhr@nic.in
23 Solar Crop Dryer (with 24 Hrs, Backup) - General areas Nos 10 Ll | :
24 Static/Mobile vending carUplatform with cool chamb Nos 2 2 SRR o1 &7 vl B s o g e 10 [ o Seirre Vo ¥ Jeemn | oest—22147ed
— g carlp 3- BAO!]%TWAT ggﬁaﬁ%mwﬁa%%@i a Rkl
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5. o & e # AN S ¥ wEvs W W BAO/BTM/ATM/VLW/Se i /5 e vd fren we we| [ 8. Rl oRRerfty & el i s =1 AT TGS DY D A el Ser aeifeen), Sievar & ure gxiga & ST Wi ge—ag T | wrfTas aifra,
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