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DELEGATES FROM 16
COUNTRIES EXPECTED TO
PARTICIPATE

Andhra Pradesh is gearing up
for a significant advancement
as it aims to become India's
next major export hub. The
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) Export
Development Convention 2025
is set to take place on
November 9-10 at Fairfield by
Marriott in Visakhapatnam.
Organissed by the Andhra
Pradesh MSME Development
Corporation (APMSMEDC) and
part of the Reverse Buyer-Seller
Meet (RBSM) under...

FULL REPORT ON P2

MINISTER URGES
CENTRE TO PURCHASE
RAIN-HIT COTTON CROP

Minister K Atchannaidu
addressed a letter to Union
Textile Minister Giriraj Singh
regarding the problems
being faced by cotton
farmers in the state.The
letter highlighted that the
cotton crops have been
severely damaged due to
cyclone, and farmers are
being forced to sell cotton at
prices lower than the
minimum support price
(MSP). It was mentioned that
for the 2025-26 kharif...

FULL REPORT ON P3

TMC CADRES CONTROL
BLOS IN BENGAL:
OPPOSITION

Trinamool Congress cadres
tended to take control of the
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)—
appointed by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
conduct special intensive revision
of electoral rolls — booth after
booth, constituency after
constituency, while the booth
level agents (BLAs) nominated by
the Opposition parties, mainly
the BJP and the Left, were forced
to 'retire hurt'. Opposition
parties cutting across party...
FULL REPORT ON P5

NZ HOLDS OUT WEST
INDIES BY 3 RUNS
IN 2ND T20

Mark Chapman blasted 78
from 28 balls including a half-
century from only 19 deliveries
as New Zealand beat the West
Indies by three runs and
leveled the series at 1-1 on
Thursday. Chapman’s assault
saw New Zealand add 100
runs from the ninth to the 16th
overs on the way to 207-5
after being sent in. The West
Indies struggled at first
against New Zealand’s three-
pronged spin attack and was
94-6 after 13 overs.

FULL REPORT ON P12

QUOTE OF THE DAY

THE CONGRESS PARTY
DECEIVED THE PEOPLE
OF TELANGANA. IT
CAME TO POWER WITH
A PROMISE TO
IMPLEMENT SIX
GUARANTEES. BUT
DURING ITS TWO-YEAR
RULE, THE PARTY HAS
NOT IMPLEMENTED ANY
OF THE ASSURANCES

— KISHAN REDDY,
UNION MINISTER AND BJP
SENIOR LEADER
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Govt focuses on provndlng
drinking water

PNS B New Delhi

Bihar recorded its "highest-
ever" voter turnout in the first
phase of polling for the
Assembly election on
Thursday, with 64.66 per
cent of an electorate of more
than 3.75 crore turning up at
polling stations to exercise
their franchise.

In a statementissued here,
the Election Commission (EC)
said the first phase of the
Bihar polls concluded peace-
fully, with the "highest-ever
voter turnout of 64.66 per
cent"recorded in the history
of the state.

A total of 121 constituencies
in 18 districts went to polls in
the first phase, with an elec-
torate of more than 3.75
crore.During the first Bihar
Assembly polls in 1951-52,
the recorded turnout was
lowest in the state's history
at 42.6 per cent.

The previous highest voter
turnout in Bihar was record-
ed in 2000 at 62.57 per cent.

In the 2020 Assembly polls
held under the shadow of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
polling percentage was 57.29.

In the first Lok Sabha
polls in 1951-52, Bihar

turnout in
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India has too few diplomats:
Argentine envoy
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PHASE 1 POLLS

Bihar records highest-ever 300 students take ill
in SRM Unlver51ty

the first phase

of polling

64.66

recorded
a voter
turnout of
40.35 per
cent -- the
lowest.In the 1998
parliamentary polls, the
state recorded its highest
ever turnout of 64.6 per
cent.Officials said Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar has
congratulated the voters of
Bihar for the historic voter
turnout in the first phase of
Assembly polls since 1951.
The CEC has also
thanked the voters for
expressing their complete

Play significant role in
politics: Jagan to students

PNS B Amaravati

YSRCP chief and former chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy alleged that Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu had taken undue
credit in securing the Google
Data centre in
Visakhapatnam. He said that
Naidu not only failed to do
any good in the matter of
medical colleges but also
caused harm. He empha-
sised that the role of stu-
dents in society is very
crucial and advised them to
play a significant role in
politics to cleanse it.

Condemning the alleged
privatisation of government
medical colleges, Jagan
Mohan Reddy said there
were only 12 medical col-
leges in the state over a
period of 96 years, but
within five years of YSRCP
rule, 17 more were estab-
lished. Out of these 17, he
said, seven were completed
and three were opera-
tionalised, adding 2,550
MBBS seats.

"Selling colleges is not a
policy but plunder,” Reddy
said. As part of YSRCP’s cam-
paign against the alleged pri-
vatisation of government
medical colleges, he added
that a one-crore signature
campaign and rallies will be
held on November 12.

On Thursday, Jagan
Mohan Reddy held a
meeting with the state com-
mittee members, district
presidents, and Assembly
constituency presidents of
the YSRCP student wing.
During this meeting, he dis-
cussed various issues con-
cerning students.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

faith in the EC and turning
out to vote in such large
numbers with fervour and
enthusiasm.

Kumar has also thanked
the entire election machin-
ery for working with full

turnout in its history

transparency and dedica-
tion.More than four lakh
polling-related staff had
reached their respective
polling stations by
Wednesday night.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

US airports among 40 targeted by
shutdown-related flight cuts @

Bowlers fire as India take
2-1 lead vs Australia

SUSPECTED FOOD POISONING

@ Though the incident
took place on Tuesday
and Wednesday, it was
kept under wraps,
officials said

® Guntur District
Collector AThameem
Ansariya constituted
an inquiry committee
to go into the incident

PNS B Guntur

At least 300 students at SRM
University took ill after con-
suming food and some
were hospitalised. The inci-
dent happened on Tuesday
and Wednesday, but it was
kept under wraps. The offi-
cials were only informed
about the incident on
Thursday.

The district administra-
tion confirmed that the stu-
dents were suffering from
diarrhoea. Out of the uni-
versity's total of over 6,000
students, 300 experienced
episodes of vomiting and
diarrhoea. Fortunately, all
affected students are
receiving treatment and are

‘Deliver data driven good
governance with periodic goals’

PNS B Amaravati

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday directed officials to
extend good governance to
people by setting up short-
term, medium-term and
long-term goals, driven by
data.The chief minister
noted that this is the primary
goal of the TDP-led NDA gov-
ernment, which formulated
a vision plan accordingly.

"Extend good governance
to people by formulating
plans aligning to short-term,
medium-term and long-term
goals,” Naidu said while
addressing a meeting on
data-driven governance at
the Secretariat.

Delivering better services
to people should be the
primary goal of public repre-
sentatives and officials, he
said, calling for using the
'village secretariats' as a
vision unit for its efficient
use. Village secretariats are
formed for effective imple-
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Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naiciu t-wld.ing a review meeting in
Amaravati on Thursday

mentation of various govern-
ment schemes at grassroots
level.The CM called on offi-
cials to work in tandem with
the goals of the 2047 vision
document, and directed
them to achieve results on a
monthly and quarterly basis.
Naidu noted that the
vision plan will be imple-
mented by assigning a senior
official for each district.
According to the CM, data
driven governance has
emerged as a crucial mech-
anism and noted that a
Quantum Computer will be

unveiled next January in the
greenfield capital city of
Amaravati.

Based on interpreting data
drawn from Real Time
Governance System (RTGS),
he said these insights will be
relayed to respective depart-
ments for faster decision-
making, adhering to these
insights.

Similarly, Naidu observed
that data pertaining to all
departments will be saved in
a data lake for informed
decision making.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

reported to be out of
danger.In response, Guntur
District Collector A
Thameem Ansariya has ini-
tiated an inquiry into the
matter. Collector Ansariya
has formed a committee
comprising the Joint
Director of the District
Education Department, the
District Health and Medical
Officer, a Food Safety
officer, the Mangalagiri Sub-
Divisional Police Officer,
and the District Civil
Supplies Officer to investi-
gate the suspected food
poisoning incident. The
inquiry will also look into
whether the drinking water
supplied to SRM University
was contaminated.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Minister orders
thorough
inquiry into
incident

PNS B Amaravati

Guntur District In-charge
Minister and Minister for
Tourism Kandula Durgesh,
who is on a London tour,
inquired about the incident
at SRM University near
Mangalagiri in Guntur dis-
trict.He expressed anguish
over hundreds of students
falling ill due to food poi-
soning. He inquired about
the reasons related to this
incident.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Chlef Secretary K Vijayanand and AP Green Hydrogen Valley Advisory
Board Chairman VK Saraswat at the AP Green Hydrogen Valley Advisory
Board in Amaravati on Thursday

Efforts in full swing to make
AP a green hydrogen hub:CS

PNS B Amaravati

Chief Secretary K Vijayanand
said that efforts are under-
wasy to make the state of
Andhra Pradesh a green
hydrogen hub. The first
meeting of the Andhra
Pradesh Green Hydrogen
Valley Advisory Board was
held at the Secretariat on
Thursday.

At this meeting, the advi-
sory committee discussed
the steps being taken by the
government for the produc-
tion of green hydrogen in
the State, the projects under-

Wirritten communication for grounds of arrest mandatory: SC

PNS B New Delhi

In a landmark verdict, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
held that every arrested
person must be furnished
with the grounds of arrestin
writing and in a language
they understand, irrespec-
tive of the nature of the
offence or statute involved.

In the verdict that strength-
ens constitutional protec-
tion for personal liberty, the
top court held that non-
supply of grounds of arrest in
writing to the arrestee before
or immediately after arrest
would not vitiate such arrest
if the same is "supplied in
writing within a reasonable
time and in any case two
hours before the production
of the arrestee before the
magistrate for remand pro-

ceedings".

A bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih
delivered the judgmentin the
Mihir Rajesh Shah vs State of
Maharashtra case that arose
from the high-profile Mumbai
BMW hit-and-run incident of
July 2024.

Justice Masih, writing a 52-
page judgment for the bench,
ruled that the constitutional
mandate under Article 22(1) of
the Constitution, which guar-
antees that an arrested
person must be informed
"as soon as may be" of the
grounds of arrest, is not a pro-
cedural formality but a fun-
damental safeguard of per-
sonal liberty.

"This court believes that to
achieve the intended objec-
tive of the constitutional

mandate of Article 22(1) of the
Constitution of India, the
grounds of arrest must be
informed to the arrested
person in each case without
exception and the mode of
the communication of such
grounds must be in writing in
the language he under-
stands," the verdict said.
"The constitutional
mandate of informing the

arrestee of the grounds of
arrest is mandatory in all
offences under all statutes,
including offences under IPC
1860 (now BNS 2023)," it held.

"The grounds of arrest
must be communicated in
writing to the arrestee in the
language he[she under-
stands, and in case(s) where
the arresting officer/person
is unable to communicate

the grounds of arrest in
writing on or soon after
arrest, it be so done orally.
The said grounds be commu-
nicated in writing within a
reasonable time and in any
case atleast two hours prior
to production of the arrestee
for remand proceedings
before the magistrate," it
directed.

In case of non-compliance,
the arrest and subsequent
remand would be rendered
illegal, and the person would
be at liberty to be set free, it
said.The top court directed its
registry to send a copy of the
judgment to all the registrars
general of the high courts
and the chief secretaries of all
the states and Union territo-
ries.The verdict dealt with
two issues, and the first
one was "whether in every

case, even arising out of an
offence under IPC now
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbhita,
2023, would it be necessary
to furnish grounds of arrest
to an accused either before
arrest or forthwith after
arrest".

The second issue was
whether, even in exception-
al cases, where on account of
certain exigencies, it would
not be possible to furnish the
grounds of arrest either
before arrest or immediate-
ly after, the arrest would be
vitiated.

Referring to earlier ver-
dicts, it said, "Mere commu-
nication of the groundsina
language not understood
by the person arrested does
not fulfil the constitutional
mandate under Article 22 of
the Constitution of India.

taken in this regard and
other issues. In particular,
with the aim of making the
State a leaderin India in the
production of green hydro-
gen by 2030, the AP Green
Hydrogen Valley Declaration
was announced and a
special advisory committee
was also formed.

The aim is to create a
manufacturing capacity of
2 gigawatts of electrolyzer
by 2027 and to produce
about 1.5 million metric
tons (MMTPA) of green
hydrogen by 2029.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Driver's quick
action averts
major mishap

PNS B Salur

A major accident was
averted after an Odisha-
bound government bus
caught fire on Thursday
morning while traversing
through the Sunki Ghat
road here in Parvathipuram
Manyam district. All 10 pas-
sengers were safely evacu-
ated, thanks to the swift
action of the driver.

“The Odisha-bound RTC
bus caught fire this
morning while passing
through the Sunki Ghat
road. No injuries or casual-
ties were reported,”
Parvatipuram Manyam dis-
trict Assistant
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Ankita Surana said.

CONTINUED ON >> P2




dhe J

oneer i

VIJAYAWADA | FRIDAY | NOVEMBER 7, 2025

02

RAVI KUMAR BOPPANA
PNS B Amaravati/ Visakhapatnam

Andhra Pradesh is gearing up
for a significant advance-
ment as it aims to become
India's next major export
hub. The Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Export Development
Convention 2025 is set to
take place on November 9-10
at Fairfield by Marriott in
Visakhapatnam. Organissed
by the Andhra Pradesh MSME
Development Corporation
(APMSMEDC) and part of the
Reverse Buyer-Seller Meet
(RBSM) under the Raising and
Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP) Scheme,
this event promises to open
new global trade opportuni-
ties for the state's micro,

PNS M Bhimavaram

Thanks to the relentless
efforts made over the past
few months by Union
Minister of State for Steel
and Heavy Industries
Bhupathiraj Srinivasa
Varma, the first Vande
Bharat Express service for
the Narasapuram
Parliamentary constituen-
cy is all set to become a
reality.Until now, the
Vande Bharat Express
(Train Nos. 20677/20678)
has been running between
Chennai and Vijayawada.
The Union Ministry of
Railways has now issued
orders to the South Central
Railway (SCR) to extend
this train up to
Narasapuram.

In line with his election
promise, Minister Srinivasa
Varma held several meet-
ings with Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
senior railway officials,
strongly presenting the
need for a Vande Bharat
service to Narasapuram.
He coordinated with offi-
cials to resolve the techni-
cal issues involved in the
extension.With this exten-
sion, travel facilities for
the people of West
Godavari and Konaseema
districts are set to improve
significantly. The train will

Vande Bharat Express
extended to Narasapuram

MSME EXPORT DEVELOPMENT CONVENTION

Delegates from 16 countries

small, and medium enter-
prises.

The two-day convention
will witness the participation
of 34 international buyers
from 16 countries, including
Russia, Sri Lanka, Hungary, the
United Kingdom, Austria,

now halt at Gudivada and
Bhimavaram Town stations
en route to Narasapuram.

Train No. 20677 will run
from MGR Chennai Central
to Narasapuram. Train No.
20678 will operate in the
reverse direction, from
Narasapuram to MGR
Chennai Central.

Train No. 20677 departs
Chennai at 5:30 am, halts at
Renigunta, Gudur, Nellore,
Oongole, and Tenali, reaches
Vijayawada at 11:45 am
Gudivada at 12:34 pm.,
Bhimavaram Town at 1:29
pm, and arrives at
Narasapuram at 2:10 pm.

Train No. 20678 departs
Narasapuram at 2:50 pm,
reaches Bhimavaram Town
at 3:19 pm, Gudivada at
4:09 pm, Vijayawada at
4:50 pm, and finally
reaches Chennai at 11:45
pm.The official inaugura-
tion date will soon be
announced by the Railway
Ministry.

People of Narasapuram
and nearby areas have
expressed joy and appreci-
ation over the approval of
the first Vande Bharat
Express service to their
region. They lauded
Minister Srinivasa Varma
for his dedicated efforts in
bringing this prestigious
train service to the
Narasapuram area.

Bihar records...

Mock polls were complet-
ed by 7am on Thursday in the
presence of more than 67,902
polling agents appointed by
1,314 contesting

candidates and polling
began peacefully at all 45,341
polling stations simultane-
ously.

More than 90,000 "Jeevika
Didis" (women volunteers),
along with one central police
personnel for each polling
station, were deployed for
the identification of "pur-
dahnasheen" (burga or
ghunghat-clad) women.

300 students...

University officials stated
that they provide purified
drinking water through their
own reverse osmosis (RO)
water plant.

A comprehensive investi-
gation will determine the
circumstances that led to
the illness of over 300 stu-
dents, and a report will be
submitted to the Collector.

In the meantime, students
at SRM staged a protest
against the management,

expressing their frustration
over the food quality. They
claimed that they were
served meals made with
stale eggs and vegetables.

Minister orders...

He suggested that Guntur
District Collector order a
thorough investigation into
this incident. Minister
Durgesh gave several sugges-
tions via phone to the inquiry
committee set up by the gov-
ernment.

Play significant...

Later, addressing the gath-
ering, Jagan Mohan Reddy
said, “A clean and transpar-
ent political system should
begin with you. The seeds of
good politics are sown during
student life. You all belong to
Gen-Z, and you are the
guiding force for future gen-
erations. You should play a
significant role in politics
and ensure purity in socieity.
This state belongs to all of us,
and we all want it to prosper.
Every student should reach a
stage where they can earn a

Japan, New Zealand, Egypt,
Bahrain, Nepal, Zimbabwe,
Ghana, Tanzania, Uganda,
Togo, and Kenya. They will
explore sourcing opportuni-
ties in diverse sectors such as
automobile components,
food and beverages, elec-

tronics, sanitaryware, agro
machinery, IT services, phar-
maceuticals, medical devices,
textiles, and apparels.
Designed as a strategic trade
and networking platform, the
convention will feature buyer
sessions, pre-scheduled B2B
meetings, and direct network-
ing opportunities, allowing
MSMEs to showcase their
strengths and secure sustain-
able export
partnerships.Participation is
open to Udyam-registered,
export-ready MSMEs from
across Andhra Pradesh, short-
listed through a transparent
process to ensure equitable
representation across sectors.
The initiative aims to position
Andhra Pradesh as a pre-
ferred global sourcing desti-
nation, while providing local

expected to partlupate

enterprises a platform to
directly engage with buyers
and expand their market
access.

Emphasising the signifi-
cance of the initiative, Minister
for MSMEs, Kondapalli
Srinivas, said the convention
marks a major milestone
under the RAMP Scheme,
offering local entrepreneurs a
direct gateway to interna-
tional trade. He noted that the
initiative reflects the visionary
leadership of Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, whose
guidance and encouragement
have been instrumental in
shaping Andhra Pradesh’s
MSME ecosystem through his
“One Family One
Entrepreneur (OFOE)” and
“Swarna Andhra 2047” mis-
sions.

Both Cong, BRS neglected
JH, slams Kishan Reddy

PNS Hyderabad

Union Minister and BJP
senior leader Kishhan Reddy
has stated that both
Congress and BRS have done
nothing for the develop-
ment of the Jubilee Hills
constituency.
Participating in a road
show as part of an election
campaign on Thursday,
Kishan Reddy slammed the
ruling Congress for not
implementing the promises
given to people. “The
Congress party deceived the
people of Telangana. It came
to power with a promise to
implement six guarantees.
But during its two-yearrule,
the party has not imple-
mented any of the assur-
ances,” Kishan said. The Chief
Minister proudly said that
the government is giving
fine rice to people, but 80 per

Only one

PNS m New Delhi

A survey by AIIMS, Delhi,
revealed that on average,
there is only one ophthal-
mologist available for
every 65,000 people in the
country.There are 20,944
ophthalmologists and
17,849 optometrists
(primary eye care
providers) working nation-
wide at secondary/tertiary
level, while the Vision
2020 initiative set a target
of 25,000 ophthalmolo-
gists and 48,000 hospital-
based paramedics to be

livelihood. He further said
that during YSRCP govern-
ment’s tenure, t significant
changes was brought about
in the education system.

Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Thursday said his erstwhile
YSRCP government stood by
government school students
by implementing reforms
and initiatives, despite being
aware that they "didn't have
votes".

"Students may not have
votes, yet we stood by them.
Thatis real leadership," Jagan
said, citing initiatives of his
regime, such as English-
medium education, TOEFL
classes from third standard,
distribution of Oxford dictio-
naries, tablets from eighth
standard, and several others.

These initiatives, he said,
backed by 'Nadu-Nedu' (gov-
ernment schools renovation
programme), 'Amma Vodi'
(mother’s lap scheme),
'lagananna Gorumudda'
(mid-day meal scheme for
public school students), and
others, ensured that no poor
child dropped out.

Meanwhile, YSRCP leaders
urged people to unite against

cent of the rice quantity is
being supplied by the central
government, the union min-
ister revealed in the cam-
paign.

To substantiate his point
and the facts regarding the
fine rice supply, he posted a
card on his social media
account. He warned that
the people would teach a
lesson to the Congress

party for its Muslim
appeasement. Coming
down heavily on the BRS for
neglecting the Jubilee Hills
constituency during its
rule, he alleged that the
party is hoping to come to
power in the guise of sym-
pathy, warning that the
voters are ready to teach a
lesson to BRS in the coming
elections.

Pollce sensmse students on
traffic rules, women’s safety

PNS W Kakinada

Under the instruction from
the Superintendent of Police
Bindu Madhav, the traffic
police held an awareness
meeting for the students of
Mahatma Gandhi Municipal
Corporation High School
here on Thursday and sensi-
tised them on the traffic
rules and regulations and
helmet wearing.Traffic circle
Inspectors N Ramesh and D
Ramarao explained the stu-
dents with the support of
power point presentation
on eve teasing, women
safety and also the precau-
tions to be taken against
Cyber crimes. They advised
the students against minor
driving as itis an offence and
also dangerous.” Everyone
who rides motorcycles
should wear the helmet and
they should explain to their
family members also the
importance of helmets and
how they would protect in
any road accidents. Triple
riding and bike stunts are
disastrous and claim pre-

SRM varsity
declares seven
day holiday

PNS B Guntur

The registrar of AP SRM
University announced that
the university will remain
closed from November 7 to
November 23.A statement
regarding this was released
on Thursday evening.
According to the announce-
ment, the university is con-
ducting a comprehensive
sanitization drive across
the entire campus, keeping
in view the health and
well-being of the students.

During this period, the
mess, kitchens, and
hostels will be thorough-
ly cleaned.

cious lives hence keep away
from such actions’ they
added. Further they
explained to the students on
how to cross the roads safely
where there is no zebra
crossing and also on the
uses of traffic signals .The
students cautioned not to
travel in autos overloaded
and also not to travel sitting
in the backside and also
sitting either side of the
auto driver. The students
further advised against
Drunken driving and also
rash driving .While creating
awareness against Cyber
crimes, the Traffic inspectors
explained in detail on online
cheating, fake loan apps ,
online job works and digital
arrests. They made it clear
that there was nothing like
Digital arrest in Law as
such not to get frightened if
any one try to threaten them
with digital arrest. Phone
Calling of numbers
112,1930,1972 during emer-
gencies and their uses was
also explained to the stu-
dents .EOM/tmr[1740 hrs

NTUK signs MoU
with Skill DZire
Technologies for

skill development
PNS W Kakinada

Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University,
Kakinada (JNTUK) has
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with Hyderabad-based
Skill DZire Technologies
to promote skill
enhancement and train-
ing opportunities for its
students. The MoU was
inked during a brief cere-
mony held at the Vice-
Chancellor’s chamber on
Thursday.Speaking on
the occasion, Vice-
Chancellor Prof CSRK
Prasad said the partner-
ship would enable [NTUK
students to gain hands-
on training in various
skill development pro-
grammes, internships,
and self-learning
courses. Under this col-
laboration, Skill DZire
Technologies will offer
training in computer and
IT skills, as well as in
electronics, electrical,
mechanical, and civil
engineering
disciplines.The MoU was
formally signed by Skill
DZire Technologies Co-
founder, Srikanth
Muppala, and JNTUK
Registrar, Prof R
Srinivasarao.

President Droupadi Murmu
to visit Tirumala on Nov 20

PNS M Tirupati

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams on Thursday
said President Droupadi
Murmu will embark on a
two-day visit to the hill shrine
of Sri Venkateswara Swamy
here on November
20.Initially, the President will
offer prayer at Sri Padmavati
Ammavaru temple in
Tiruchanoor on November 20
and later reach Tirumala.On
November 21, Murmu will
offer prayers in the hill shrine
of Sri Venkateswara Swamy,
said the temple body."During
her two-day visit to the

pilgrim centre, the President
will initially offer prayers at
Sri Padmavati Ammavaru
temple in Tiruchanoor on
November 20 and later reach
Tirumala," said an official
release from the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD).
As per the temple tradi-
tion, the President will offer
prayers in Sri Varaha
Swamy temple on
November 21 followed by
prayers to Sri Venkateswara
Swamy.

TTD is the official custodian
of Sri Venkateswara temple,
the richest Hindu shrine in
the world.

ophthalmologist for every 65,000 people: Survey

achieved by 2020 for elimi-
nating avoidable Blindness
in India.The study led by
Dr Praveen Vashist and his
team from Dr Rajendra
Prasad Centre for
Ophthalmic Sciences at
AIIMS was performed to
determine the human
resources (HR) and infra-
structure available for pro-
viding ophthalmic services
from the existing sec-
ondary and tertiary level
hospitals in India and to
assess the achievement of
targets related to HR and
infrastructure as per

Vision 2020 norms.

Dr Praveen Vashist,
Professor and Officer In-
Charge of Community
Ophthalmology at RP
Centre, said the study
highlighted that the distri-
bution of ophthalmologi-
cal services in India is
highly uneven.The situa-
tion is comparatively
better in the states of
South and West India,
while there is a severe
shortage of doctors in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, and West
Bengal.Out of the 8,790
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Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu’s alleged
"arrogant, anti-people and
destructive governance."

‘Deliver data...

He called for syncing police
department data to the data
lake.

The CM also directed offi-
cials to make efficient use of
digilocker brought by the
Centre about a decade ago.

Naidu alleged that there
were several irregularities
in the Excise Department
during the previous YSRCP
government, which are being
remedied'.

Efforts in full swing...

It is happening. Speaking
on this occasion, NITI Aayog
member and AP Green
Hydrogen Valley Advisory
Board Chairman Dr VK
Saraswat said that State is at
the first place in the country
in terms of biomass. He said
that biomass is very useful for
the production of green
hydrogen, which will
increase the income of

farmers and also increase
employment opportunities.
He said that there is a need
to use green hydrogen in
large quantities in local steel
plants, fertiliser manufactur-
ing industries and ports. He
said that the Central
Government is also ready to
provide appropriate incen-
tives to industries using
green hydrogen under the
National Hydrogen Mission.

Speaking at the meeting,
Chief Secretary and Co-
Chairman of the AP Green
Hydrogen Valley Advisory
Board K Vijayanand said that
the state government has
recently made a Green
Hydrogen Valley Declaration
with the aim of making the
State a green hydrogen hub.
He explained that there are
flourishing opportunities for
solar, wind and pumped
energy storage in AP.
Similarly, 974 km having a
long coastline is also a good
opportunity for green hydro-
gen production.

He said that a pumped
storage plant with a capaci-
ty of one gigawatt has
already been set up in

eyecare institutes enrolled
as part of the study, 7901
institutes completed the
questionnaire (response
rate 89.9 per cent), he
said.The eye institute pop-
ulation ratio for the entire
country was one per
1,64,536 population, with
better ratios in the
Southern and Western
states, compared to
Northern, Eastern, and
Northeastern states.
Among the nine union
territories, the highest
proportion of eye insti-
tutes was reported from

Kurnool. A hydrogen hub is
being created at
“Pudimadaka” near
Visakhapatnam by NTPC
Green Energy Limited (NGEL).
He said that efforts are being
made to produce about 1,500
tons of “green hydrogen”
per day with a renewable
energy capacity of 20 GW
with an investment of Rs. 1.85
lakh crore. He said that by
producing “green hydrogen”
domestically, there is a pos-
sibility of reducing foreign
imports and increasing local
consumption significantly.
Similarly, CS Vijayanand said
that AP will be more recog-
nized as a state with abun-
dant renewable energy
resources.

AP Green Co-AGM Dr Ram
Kumar said that the NPCL fer-
tilizer factory in Kakinada

the Delhi National Capital
Region, the study said.

As far as ownership of
eye institutes is con-
cerned, nearly two-thirds
of institutes (70.6 per cent)
were in the private sector,
followed by the public
sector(15.6 per cent) and
the NGO sector (13.8 per
cent).The number of
optometrists per ophthal-
mologist at secondary/ter-
tiary levels was 0.85,
meaning that for every
ophthalmologist, there is
not even one eye care pro-
fessional who conducts

14th and 15th of this month.

Earlier, Member Secretary
Prof. D Narayana Rao
explained the opportunities
for green hydrogen fuel pro-
duction through a power
point presentation about the
AP Green Hydrogen Valley
Declaration and its roadmap
(2025-29).In this meeting,
Advisory Board members Dr
RK Malhotra, Dr Ashish Lele,
Sujith Pillai, | K Srivastava and
others made various sugges-
tions on the steps to be taken
for the production of hydro-
gen fuel. New Renewable
Energy Development
Corporation of AP (NERDCAP)
VC and MD Dr Kamalakar
Babu, State I&I Secretary Dr
N Yuvraj, DM R. Panda and
others participated in this
meeting.

eye tests, diagnoses and
treats certain eye dis-
eases.The optometrist:
ophthalmologist ratio
ranged from 8.33 in the
Andaman Nicobar Islands
to 0.45 in Delhi, the study
found.

The ophthalmologist
population ratio in the
country was found to be
1:65,221. The number of
ophthalmologists per
million population was 15
for the country, ranging
from the highest of 127 in
Puducherry to the lowest
two in Ladakh, it stated.

Driver's quick...

According to Surana, the
driver of the bus reported
that a spark in the engine
likely caused the fire, possi-
bly due to a short circuit,
which is yet to be ascer-
tained.

The bus was climbing
uphill when it suddenly
stopped. On checking the
engine, the driver noticed
sparks and immediately
alerted the passengers, who
quickly got down, she said.

Police said the driver’s
quick response helped avert
a major mishap.

Fire tenders rushed to the
spot and the blaze was
doused shortly thereafter. A
technical inspection is under-
way to determine the exact
cause of the fire, said Surana.

has been converted into a1
million tonne ammonia
plant.Similarly, efforts are
being made to make
Kakinada a green hydrogen
hub.He said that some MoUs
related to green hydrogen
production will be signed at
the CII conference to be
held in Visakhapatnam on
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Officials told to bring Unified Act
for administration of universities

PNS B Amaravati

Even after studying in engi-
neering colleges for four
years, many students are
unable to achieve the
minimum qualifications
required for employment.
However, if they take
coaching for two to four
months at Ameerpet in
Hyderabad, jobs are guar-
anteed. This is a clear
reflection of the state of the
education system in the
Telugu states.

However, the Andhra
Pradesh government is
making efforts to change
this situation. As part of this,
Education Minister N Lokesh
has instructed the authorities
concerned to prepare a
Unified Act for the adminis-
tration of universities. In this
regard, a review meeting
was conducted with the offi-

cials in Undavalli, , focusing
on higher education and
intermediate education in
the state.

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernmentis introducing an Al-
based skill portal with

advanced technology. The
goal is to enhance the skills
of the youth and provide
job opportunities. Minister
Lokesh mentioned that
private colleges should be
integrated with this skill

portal, and campus place-
ments should be guaran-
teed. He also emphasised
that colleges must take nec-
essary steps to implement
face recognition attendance
systems.

He suggested that a
robust student tracking
system be developed from
KG to PG. He also directed
the authorities to take steps
to improve the NIRF rank-
ings. The Minister also dis-
cussed filling vacant teach-
ing positions in govern-
ment universities. During
the meeting, he inquired
about the campus recruit-
ment process at universi-
ties, ITIs, and triple ITs. He
issued instructions for the
establishment of a student
feedback mechanism in all
universities, ensuring 100
per cent campus recruit-
ment for students.
Furthermore, he urged
tracking of students
enrolled in vocational
courses and stressed that
there should be a time limit
for granting permissions to
private colleges.

Minister urges Centre to
purchase rain-hit cotton crop

PNS B Amaravati

Minister K Atchannaidu
addressed a letter to Union
Textile Minister Giriraj Singh
regarding the problems
being faced by cotton
farmers in the state.

The letter highlighted that
the cotton crops have been
severely damaged due to
cyclone, and farmers are
being forced to sell cotton at
prices lower than the
minimum support price
(MSP). It was mentioned that
for the 2025-26 kharif
season, cotton cultivation
is expected to cover 4.56
lakh hectares, with an esti-
mated production of 8 lakh
metric tonnes.

The state government has
already started cotton pur-
chases digitally through the
CM APP and the Aadhaar-
based e-crop system.
However, after integrating
the Kapas Kisan App with the
state’s CM APP, technical
issues have arisen, causing

ik
difficulties for the farmers, as
explained in the letter.

The letter requested that
the synchronisation of
farmer details between the
Kapas Kisan App and CM
APP be done in real-time. It
also suggested mapping
cotton purchasing points to
nearby ginning mills so that
farmers would not have to
travel long distances.
Furthermore, the letter
urged that the authorities
take steps to start L1, L2,
and L3 ginning mills simulta-

neously to ease the burden

on farmers. It was also
requested to appoint a ded-
icated technical team for
the Kapas Kisan App in
Guntur.

The letter emphasised
that cotton affected by rain
or discolored should be
bought at the appropriate
price, and called for imme-
diate assistance from the
central government to
support farmers affected by
natural disasters.

Govt focuses on providing drinking water

NaBFID is likely to sanction loan for potable water supply in backward areas in the State

PNS B Amaravati

The State government has
intensified efforts to com-
plete pending works under
the Centre's Jal Jeevan
Mission to provide safe
drinking water to every
household through taps. As
part of this, the state is
ready to take a loan of
Rs10,000 crore from the
National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and
Development (NaBFID).
The State government rep-
resentatives held discussions
with bank officials to help
speed up the process. The
bank has agreed to provide
the loan, with the amount
being released in three install-
ments. However, the propos-
als for this loan are still under
review by the bank's

Technical Feasibility
Committee. If approved, the

loan may be sanctioned by

the end of this month.

The funds for this project
will be granted only after the
approval of the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the
drinking water pipeline con-
nection project. In the past,
water was collected from
borewells for drinking pur-
poses. However, during the
summer, when groundwater
levels deplete, there are inter-
ruptions in water supply.
The current government has
identified this issue and has
revised the plan to collect
water from rivers and reser-
voirs, ensuring safe drinking
water through pipelines for
the entire year. A compre-
hensive project report (DPR)
worth Rs 84,500 crores has

been prepared. NaBFID will
provide the loan only after
the Centre approves this DPR.

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the Central govern-
ment had initially approved

a Rs 27,000 crore project, but
the previous government
failed to complete it, accord-
ing to officails. It claimed
that the previous govern-
ment had allocated only Rs

4,000 crore between 2019-
2024. The works were also
incomplete, leading to
failure in providing drinking
water supply.

In this context, the govern-

ment is focusing on complet-
ing the pending works. The
aim is to fulfill the Central
government's target of pro-
viding drinking water con-
nections to every household.
Of the Rs 23,000 crore worth
of pending works, Rs 10,000
crore will be funded by the
loan, and the remaining Rs
13,000 crore will be provided
by the Central government.

The government is
plannning to complete the
pending works over the next
two to three years and
provide tap connections to
over 25 lakh households.
Special attention is being
given to backward districts

like Srikakulam, Anakapalli,
Palnadu, Alluri Sitarama
Parvathipuram,
Vijayanagaram, Kurnool,

Raju,

and Anantapur.

Collector leads drlve to inspect midday meal implementation in schools

PNS B Bhimavaram

A district-wide inspection
drive has infused new
energy into the Dokka
Seethamma Midday Meal

Scheme, following the per- |

sonal initiative of District
Collector Chadalavada
Nagarani,
mined to ensure every
child in government
schools receives nutritious,
hygienic, and balanced
meals. Acting on her
instructions, mandal-level
special officers, Tahsildars,
and MPDOs inspected
schools across West
Godavari on Thursday,
checking food quality,
interacting with students,
and tasting meals them-
selves. Their reports con-
firmed that the pro-
gramme is being imple-

who is deter- |

District Collector Chadalavada Nagaranl serving food to a students
during inspection in a school in Bhimavaram on Thursday

mented effectively and
with encouraging results
across the district.

In Bhimavaram, District
Collector Nagarani made a
surprise visit to PSM Girls’

Adulterated ghee
selzed n P1thapuram

PNS W Kakinada

Acting on a tip-off, police and
revenue officials conducted
a surprise raid on a resi-
dence at the Madhavanagar
areain Pithapuram town on
Thursday. During the opera-
tion, they seized 11 tins of
adulterated ghee allegedly
made using cow fat, which
was reportedly being readied
for illegal transportation to
various locations across the
district.

In addition to the ghee,
officials also confiscated
several drums of cow fat,

various chemicals, and
equipment used in the
preparation process.

The raid was carried out
following a complaint
lodged by Viswa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) local presi-
dent Duvva Venkateswera
Rao, who alleged that the
illicit production of ghee
using cow fat had been con-
tinuing for some time. He
further claimed that the
adulterated product was
being supplied to several
temples, allegedly with the
knowledge and support of
certain vigilance officials.

High School in Gunupudi,
where she personally
tasted the food served
under the midday meal
programme and expressed
satisfaction over the

quality and hygiene stan-
dards. Sitting along with
students and sharing their
meal, The Collector exhort-
ed the students to eat
nutritious food daily and
explained the importance
of a balanced diet for their
mental and physical
growth.

She reminded students
that regular consumption
of eggs and pulses helps
build strength and con-
centration, urging them
to make the most of the
improved menu intro-
duced by the State
Government, prepared
with guidance from nutri-
tion experts. Collector
Nagarani said that good
nutrition during school
years lays the foundation
for academic excellence
and active participation

in sports and extracurric-
ular activities.

Thursday’s menu — veg-
etable pulao, potato
kurma, boiled egg, and
ragi malt — was served
across all schools in the
district. Students said they
were enjoying the new,
tastier dishes. Collector
Nagarani emphasised that
students should always
eat the midday meal at
school, as it offers a well-
balanced combination of
nutrients essential for
healthy development. She
also urged parents to moti-
vate their children, espe-
cially girls, to eat at school
every day and make use of
the nutritious meal served
under the government’s
flagship scheme.

The Collector also
instructed school author-

ities to ensure that
kitchens maintain strict
cleanliness and food
safety standards. She
advised that food items
should always be covered,
utensils cleaned properly,
and pest control measures
taken to prevent contam-
ination.

Across the district,
inspections revealed a pos-
itive picture. Officials
reported that schools are
maintaining good stan-
dards of food quality,
hygiene, and service disci-
pline, reflecting the
Collector’s close monitor-
ing and emphasis on
accountability. Students
were seen standing in neat
queues, eating happily,
and expressing satisfac-
tion with the taste and
variety of food.

Rahul detonated ‘high
voltage hydrogen bomb
on vote theft:’ Sharmila

m The APCC chief said the Congress party had
collected 17.65 lakh signatures from citizens
across all 175 Assembly constituencies in
support of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
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APCC president YS Sharmila Reddy in Vijayawada on Thursday releasing a poster
for a campaign against ‘vote theft,’ to be launched in Andhra Pradesh

PNS M Vijayawada

APCC president YS Sharmila
Reddy launched a direct
attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Election Commission of
India on Thursday, claiming
they orchestrated a large-
scale fake vote scam
exposed by Rahul Gandhi.
She positioned the Congress
Party as the defender of
electoral integrity.

Speaking to the media,
Sharmila said Rahul Gandhi
had “detonated a high-
voltage hydrogen bomb” by
revealing how 25 lakh bogus
votes were created in
Haryana to secure a BJP
victory. She described it as “a
theft of democracy” and
alleged that the ECI colluded
with the ruling party to
manipulate voter rolls.
Without these fake votes,
she said, the Congress would
have won the Assembly elec-
tions in Haryana with a com-
fortable majority.

Sharmila Reddy said, "The
BJP came to power in
Haryana with a slender

margin of only 1.18 lakh
votes, a mere 0.7 per cent
difference in vote share. In
every eight votes in
Haryana, one is fake. And
this manipulation amount-
ed to a daylight robbery of
people’s mandate."

She accused the Election
Commission of abandon-
ing its constitutional inde-
pendence and turning into
a puppet controlled by the
BJP. “Where BJP needs votes,
fake ones are added; where
it does not, genuine votes
are deleted. The
Commission has forgotten
its duty and moral respon-
sibility, and is acting like
another arm of the RSS,”
observed Sharmila.

She announced that
under the “Vote Chor, Gaddi
Chod” campaign, the
Andhra Pradesh Congress
had collected 17.65 lakh sig-
natures from citizens across
all 175 Assembly constituen-
cies. And these signatures
would be sent to Delhi to
express solidarity with
Rahul Gandhi’s campaign
against electoral fraud.

New barrage on Tungabhadra between from
Chikkalapervi to Kumbalanuru proposed

PNS B Amaravati

The Almatti Dam heighten-
ing project and the con-
struction of a new barrage
and bridge across the
Tungabhadra River are
making progress.
Karnataka has brought
forward these proposals
and is seeking approval
from the Andhra Pradesh
government, stating that
they will undertake the
construction with their
own funds. The new
barrage and bridge are
planned to be constructed
from Chikkalapervi in
Karnataka’s Raichur dis-
trict to Kumbalanuru in
Andhra Pradesh's Kurnool
district.

On this proposal, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu and
Minister of Water Resources
Nimmala Rama Naidu

received letters from
Karnataka's Minister for
Minor Irrigation NS Bosraju,
outlining the project details
and seeking Andhra
Pradesh’s approval.
Karnataka has also stated
that it will assign the respon-
sibility for managing the pro-
posed barrage to Andhra
Pradesh. It is claimed that
this project will make travel
between the two states
easier.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has
given its approval for the
construction of a road
between Guthi in Andhra
Pradesh and Manvi in
Karnataka. The proposed
road will pass through
Pattikonda, Adoni, Madire,
Halvi, and Kumbalanuru,
leading up to Manvi.
Karnataka has allocated
funds for the construction of
the barrage and bridge over

——

the Tungabhadra Riverin its
2024-25 budget. However,
officials from Andhra
Pradesh’s Water Resources
Department have raised
strong objections to the con-
struction of the barrage,

questioning how a barrage
can be built without water
allocation. They have also
raised several other con-
cerns.

Once the barrage and
bridge are constructed, it is
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estimated that 0.351 tmcft of
water could be stored in the
Tungabhadra River. The
project plans to install a total
of 73 gates. When water flow
in the river reduces,
Karnataka proposes to open

seven gates to release water
downstream. Itis estimated
that the project could make
168 tmcft of water available
annually.

Heavy rains have occurred
in the upper regions of the
Tungabhadra River, and it is
estimated that the reser-
voir will have 168 tmcft of
water this year. In this
context, engineers from the
states of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Karnataka
held a meeting to discuss
the situation.

Currently, the reservoir
holds 80 tmcft of water.
Nearly 270 tmcft of water
have already reached the
Tungabhadra project, of
which 70 tmcft have been
released for irrigation.

Another 120 tmcft has
flowed through the river. As
a result, the project cur-
rently holds 80 tmcft of
water.
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BJP leaders and workers take part in a torch march on the eve of
the 150th anniversary of ‘Vande Mataram’ in Jaipur

India has too few diplomats: Argentine envoy

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi

India’s global rise is not
matched by the number of
diplomats it has, Argentine
Ambassador Mariano A.
Caucino said on Thursday.
Speaking at the Observer
Research Foundation’s (ORF)
Diplomat Diaries series in
the national Capital, he said
India and Argentina have
almost the same number of
diplomats, though India’s
population is nearly 30

times larger.
“India has almost 1.5
billion people, and

Argentina has less than 50
million. Yet we have the
same number of diplomats,”
Caucino said at the
Latin America Roundtable
held at the Dr Ambedkar
International Centre. “I
heard that India is recruiting
many new diplomats this
year. That is good news,”
he added.

The session was moderat-
ed by Professor Harsh V
Pant of ORF. It featured
Argentine Ambassador
Caucino and Chilean

Ambassador Juan Angulo.
Both envoys spoke about
their countries’ growing ties
with India and the region’s
changing role in global pol-
itics.

Ambassador Caucino said
Latin American nations face
a “paradox”. Politically, the
region belongs to the
Western Hemisphere. But
economically, it is now
more connected to Asia.

“Our trade partners are
mostly in Asia. India is
already among the top ten,”
he said. “We share democ-
ratic values with the West,
but our economic future
lies in Asia,” he added. He
said India’s economic
growth has opened new
areas of cooperation. “India
is already the fifth-largest
economy. It will soon be
third. Many Indian compa-
nies are investing in
Argentina’s lithium and food
sectors,” he said. But he
warned against depending
only on natural resources.
“Countries develop when
they add value and investin
technology,” he said.

Chilean Ambassador Juan
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Chile Ambassador Juan Angulo, Ambassador Mariano A Caucino at the Diplomat Diaries series organised by the
Observer Research Foundation in the national Capital on Thursday. The session was moderated by Professor

Harsh V Pant of ORF and the topic of discussion was Latin America Roundtable
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Angulo  said small
economies like Chile must
stay flexible. “We are takers
of global rules, not makers,”
he said. “We cannot choose

sides in big power rivalries.
We must adapt,” Angulo
remarked. He further said
Chile is trying to add value
to its exports and use tech-

Nagrota by-polls: Omar’s message lost as mic fails

nology to improve produc-
tivity. “We don’t want to
export raw rocks of lithium.
We want to be part of the
battery value chain,” he

President to visit Angola, Botswana

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
will undertake a six-day visit
to Angola and Botswana
beginning Saturday with a
broader aim to further
expand India’s development
partnership with the
African continent.

In the first leg of her trip,
Murmu will visit Angola
from November 8 to 11. From
Angola, she will travel to
Botswana, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). “The President of
India will be paying a state
visit to Angola and
Botswana from November 8
to 13. This will be the first-
ever state visit by an Indian
head of state to Angola and
Botswana,” Secretary
(Economic Relations) in the
MEA, Sudhakar Dalela, said.

India’s engagement with
the African continent is
growing and President
Murmu’s visit to the two
nations should be seen in
the larger context of India’s
priority in expanding the
partnership with the African
region, he said at a media

briefing. Dalela said India’s
trade with the African
region is reaching almost
$100 billion.

“India’s growing engage-
ment with Africa is also in
consonance with the gov-
ernment’s priority of
strengthening partnerships
with countries in the Global
South,” he said. Dalela
said President Murmu will
hold bilateral talks with
her Angolan counterpart
and attend the 50th

CAG approves centralised
cadres to boost expertise

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) on Thursday
announced the creation of
two centralised cadres to
build deeper professional
expertise and further
improve the quality of audit
of central Government
finances. The CAG has accord-
ed in-principle approval for
the creation of specialised
cadres — Central Revenue
Audit (CRA) Cadre and
Central Expenditure Audit
(CEA) Cadre — within the
Indian Audit and Accounts
Department, DAI (HR, IR,
CDN) K Subramaniam said at
a media briefing here.
The scheme will be
operationalised from
January 1, 2026.

At present, the audit
of central receipts and
expenditure is undertaken
by 9 Director General
(Audit)/Principal Director
(Audit) offices and exclusive
offices with cadre control
dispersed across multiple
state civil audit offices
and independent CCAs.
Subramaniam said the cen-
tralisation will unify cadre
management, consolidating
multiple fragmented cadres
into two specialised streams.

The new cadres will con-
solidate over 4,000 audit
professionals at the senior
audit officer and assistant
audit officer levels. He further
said the CRA cadre will
promote specialisation in
auditing government
revenue collections, and the
CEA cadre will focus on audit
in government expenditure.

Explaining the benefits of
centralisation, Subramaniam
said specialisation in the
cadre of CRA and CEA will
lead to deeper domain
expertise in revenue and

THE NEW CADRES
WILL CONSOLIDATE
OVER 4,000 AUDIT
PROFESSIONALS AT
THE SENIOR AUDIT
OFFICER AND
ASSISTANT AUDIT
OFFICER LEVELS

expenditure audits. It will
also reduce the number of
cadre-controlling authorities
from 16 for CRA and 19 for CEA
to a single central authority
for each vertical.

He said all-India transfer
liability within larger, unified
cadres enables transparent
rotation and improves
the likelihood of periodic
postings near homes,
while meeting organi-
sational needs.

“Everybody would have 2-
3 opportunities in life to be
closer home or in a place
which is proximate,”
Subramaniam said. To build
domain expertise, two sepa-
rate SAS examination
streams will be introduced,
one each for CRA and CEA.
Officers in both cadres will be
liable for all-India transfers
with their respective
domains. A transfer and
posting board will be consti-
tuted to ensure transparent
and equitable policies based
on organisational needs and
career progression consider-
ations. The move is expected
to professionalise auditing
further and strengthen
accountability in central gov-
ernment finances. Officers
in the new cadres will receive
specialised training tailored
to revenue and expenditure
audits, enhancing their tech-
nical skills. The consolidation
will also help in faster deci-
sion-making and uniformity
in audit practices across the
country.

anniversary celebrations
of the African nation’s
independence.

She is also scheduled to
address the Angolan parlia-
ment and interact with
members of the Indian com-
munity in that country, he
said. Angolan President Joao
Manuel Goncalves Lourenco
is currently holding the
chairship of the African
Union, an influential bloc
that comprises 55 African
member states.

MOHIT KANDHARI
M Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday failed to send a
‘loud and clear’ message to
voters gathered at an elec-
tion rally after the public
address system went off,
forcing him to abruptly wind
up his speech in support of
the party candidate ahead of
the November 11 by-elec-
tions in the Nagrota
Assembly constituency.

A large number of party
leaders, including Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary and senior MLAs,
addressed the meeting
without facing any technical
glitches. Ironically, when
Omar started addressing
the gathering, his mike
abruptly went off.

Omar waited patiently for
over two minutes, but when
the sound engineers,
working behind the stage,
failed to rectify the glitch in
time, Omar, apparently, lost
his cool. He was also seen
making gestures, pointing
fingers towards the party
organisers.

€

Sporting a Dogra turban,
Omar stepped down without
addressing the party sup-
porters. However, before
leaving, Omar made a pas-
sionate appeal to the voters
to support the party’s candi-
date on November 11 by
turning up in large numbers
at the polling booths. Omar
refused to use the mike,
offered to him by the party
candidate standing next to
him in front of the elec-
torate.

ED raids human hair export firms

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il New Delhi

In an export business of
human hair to Tunisia and
Italy, Enforcement
Directorate carried out
search operations at seven
premises across Nagaland,
Assam and Tamil Nadu, the
agency said on Thursday.
The raids were carried on
October 4, for violations of
the provisions of Foreign
Exchange ManagementAct,
1999. The agency sleuth
received information that
Imsong Global Suppliers Co
— based in Nagaland —
claimed to be engaged in
the export of human hair to
entities based in Tunisia

and Italy received %50
crore foreign remittances
suspiciously.

During the searches,
crucial evidences, docu-
ments and digital devices
relating to the foreign remit-
tances received by the entity
Imsong Global Suppliers Co
have been seized. The
company, despite consider-
able lapse of time, had failed
to submit requisite export
documentation such as ship-
ping bills, export invoice
copies amongst others to the
authorised dealer bank
within prescribed timelines.
“Such non-compliance of
export obligations and sup-
pression of documentary
evidences constitute con-

traventions of the provisions
of the FEMA vis a vis several
directions issued by RBI from
time to time,” the agency
said. During investigation, it
was found that the foreign
remittances received by
Imsong Global Suppliers Co.
were further diverted to
Inchem India Private Limited
on the pretext of purchase of
human hair.

The agency found that
Inchem India Private Limited,
which had remained
dormant or inactive for a
considerable period, was re-
activated in 2015. This coin-
cides precisely with the
period when Imsong Global
Trading Co commenced
receipt of large foreign remit-
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This was Omar Abdullah’s
first election meeting in
Jammu after completing one
year in office. The Bharatiya
Janta Party candidate
Devyani Rana, daughter
of deceased BJP MLA
Devender Singh Rana, and
Shamim Begum of the
Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference are
locked in a straight contest.

After Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah received a rousing
reception in Jammu on the

day of the reopening of the
Durbar move offices, the
provincial National
Conference leaders extend-
ed an invitation to Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
to address an election
meeting to boost the morale
of party workers.

The Nagrota Assembly
Constituency, represented
by Devender Singh Rana in
2014, was won by the
National Conference. Rana,
a close aide of Omar
Abdullah, was appointed
Omar’s political advisor
between 2009-2011.

After quitting the National
Conference in 2021, Rana
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party. He won the Nagrota
Assembly seat by a margin of
over 30,000 votes, defeating
his rival candidate of the
National Conference in
October 2024. Rana passed
away after a brief illness
last year. The National
Conference leaders are
hoping to make inroads in
the Nagrota constituency
and are seeking votes
from the electorate to
support the Omar Abdullah-
led Government.

CAG to present transport
report in next monsoon

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG) will submitits report
on ‘Multi-Modal Transport
and Logistics Initiatives’,
being prepared in consulta-
tion with IIM Mumbai as
knowledge partner, in
Parliament in the next
Monsoon session.

The CAG has constituted
an Integrated Audit
Group (IAG) to carry out
coordinated audit work
across various audit verti-
cals, including railways,
infrastructure, ports, ship-

Rajinder, Sat Paul take oath as Rajya Sabha MPs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Newly elected members of
the Rajya Sabha, Rajinder
Gupta and Sat Paul Sharma,
were administered the oath
of office by Vice President
CP Radhakrishnan on
Thursday. Gupta of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) was
elected an MP from Punjab.
Sharma of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) took oath as
an MP representing Jammu
and Kashmir. Gupta took the
oath at a brief function in
Parliament House in Punjabi,
while Sharma did it in Hindi.
Gupta, an industrialist, was
nominated by the AAP, which
is in power in Punjab.
Sharmais the president of
the Jammu and Kashmir
unit of the BJP. He is a char-
tered accountant by
profession and has earlier
served as a cabinet minister
in the |-K government. He
was elected a member of the
Legislative Assembly from
the Jammu West constituen-

Vice President and Rajya Sabha Chairman CP Radhakrishnan administers the oath to AAP leader Rajinder
Gupta as an elected Member of the Rajya Sabha at Parliament House in New Delhi PTI

cy in 2014, when he won by
51,000 votes, the biggest
margin then.

BJP President |P Nadda
and Union Minister Jitendra
Singh were present at the
swearing-in ceremony,
besides the BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir in-charge, Tarun
Chugh. The families of both
MPs were present at the
oath-taking.

Gupta was elected unop-

posed to the Rajya Sabha
from Punjab as he was the
lone candidate in the fray.
The AAP, which nominated
Gupta asits candidate for the
October 24 RS bypoll, enjoys
an overwhelming majority
with 93 members in the 117-
member state assembly.
The seat fell vacant after
AAP’s Sanjeev Arora stepped
down from the Upper House
following his election to the

state assembly. He has since
been inducted into the
Punjab Cabinet.

Gupta, the chairman emer-
itus of Trident Group, recent-
ly resigned as vice-chairman
of the state economic policy
and planning board, and as
chairperson of the Kali Devi
temple advisory committee.
Sharma won one of the four
RS seats which went to
polls in J-K.

ping, and waterways.

Giving details, ADAI
(Railways) Pravir Pandey
said the Railway Audit Wing
is conducting the audit of
‘Multi-Modal Transport and
Logistics Initiatives’, with
particular emphasis on 'First
Mile Last Mile' connectivity
with logistics hubs and
(Origin -Destination) O-D
pairs in 2025-26.

He said the Indian
Railways is undergoing a
transformative phase, with
significant investments and
modernisation efforts to
enhance its infrastructure,
safety, mobility, customer
satisfaction and commerce.

said. “In agriculture, we use
artificial intelligence for
packing and shipping.
Innovation is the only way
to compete,” he added.

Angulo said Latin America
remains a “zone of peace”
but faces internal chal-
lenges. “There are no wars
between our countries. But
we have problems like
crime, drugs, and weak insti-
tutions,” he said. “People are
also losing faith in democra-
cy because itis not meeting
their needs.

Caucino agreed that Latin
America’s political values
remain democratic but said
the region must do more to
turn economic links into
opportunities. “With India,
our economies are comple-
mentary, not competitive,”
he said. The envoys said
India’s limited diplomatic
presence makes it harder to
engage with faraway
regions like Latin America.

Many Indian missions in
the region cover multiple
countries. Ambassador
Angulo summed it up: “The
distance is large, but the
opportunities are larger.”

PM MODI TO
LAUNCH YEAR
LONG TRIBUTE
TO ‘VANDE
MATARAM'

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the year-
long commemoration of the
National Song, “Vande
Mataram”, at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium here
on Friday and also release a
commemorative stamp and
coin. The programme will
mark the formal launch
of the year-long nation
wide commemoration —
from November 7, 2025 to
November 7,2026 — celebrat-
ing 150 years of the timeless
composition that inspired
India’s freedom movement
and continues to evoke
national pride and unity.
Modi will inaugurate the
year-long commemoration
of the National Song, “Vande
Mataram”, at around 9:30
am on Friday at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New
Delhi, a statement issued by
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) said. The prime minis-
ter will also release a com-
memorative stamp and coin
on the occasion, it added.
“The celebrations will
witness Mass Singing of the
full version of ‘Vande
Mataram’ at around 9:50 AM
across public places with
participation of citizens
across all segments of society,
in conjunction with the main
programme,” the statement
said. The year marks 150
years since “Vande Mataram”
was composed. “Vande
Mataram” was written by
Bankimchandra Chatterji
during the auspicious occa-
sion of Akshaya Navami,
which was on November7in
1875. Vande Mataram” first
appeared in the literary
journal, “Bangadarshan”, as
part of Chatterji’s novel,
“Anandamath”.

2025 likely to be 2nd or 3rd
hottest year on record: WMO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) said on
Thursday that the 2025 is set to
be either the second or third
warmest one on record, with
the alarming streak of excep-
tional temperatures continu-
ing throughout the yearso far,
This will make the past 11
years, from 2015 to 2025, the
warmest 11-year period in the
176-year observational record,
with the past three years being
the hottest on record.

According to WMOQ’s “State
of the Global Climate Update”,
the mean near-surface tem-
perature from January to
August 2025 was 1.42 degrees
Celsius (+0.12) above the pre-
industrial average.

The Paris Agreement,
adopted by nearly 200 coun-
tries in 2015, aims to keep
global temperature rise well
below 2 degrees Celsius and

pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5
degrees Celsius. Warming has
already crossed 1.3 degrees
Celsius and global emissions
continue to rise. According to
the WMO, 2024 was the hottest
year on record and the first
with a global average temper-
ature 1.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.

However, a permanent
breach of the 1.5-degree Celsius
limit under the Paris
Agreement refers to long-term
warming over a 20- or 30-year
period, not a single year. The
Berlin-based climate science
and policy institute Climate
Analytics, in a report pub-
lished on Thursday, said the
world will very likely reach 1.5
degrees Celsius of warming by
the early 2030s.

The WMO report said the
warming El Nino conditions
that boosted global tempera-
tures in 2023 and 2024 gave
way to neutral or La Nina con-
ditions in 2025.
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= States Focus = Women clash with police over
puja attempt at mausoleum

KEJRIWAL SLAMS WARRING
OVER CASTEIST REMARK

AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal Thursday
slammed Punjab Congress chief Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring over his “casteist” remarks against former union
home minister, late Buta Singh, saying it shows the

:u

Congress's

mentality.” Kejriwal was campaigning for the

Aam Aadmi Party candidate Harmeet Singh Sandhu for
the November 11 Tarn Taran Assembly Bypoll.

Without naming Warring, Kejriwal said a "big leader” of
the Punjab Congress made a wrong comment against
Buta Singh. The word the Congress leader used, he

cannot repeat here, he said.

ASSAM CIC BHASKAR JYQOTI
MAHANTA RESIGNS

Assam Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) Bhaskar
Jyoti Mahanta, whose brother Shyamkanu has been
arrested in Zubeen Garg's death case, on Thursday
resigned from his post after an RTI was filed seeking data
related to government funds given to his younger sibling.
In a long post on Facebook, Mahanta, also the former DGP
of Assam, announced his resignation and said that he has
already forwarded the letter to the Governor.

Congress to culminate first phase of Vote Chor,
Gaddi Chhod campaign on November 8

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Congress would hold flag-off
events at all state headquar-
ters across the country on
November 8 to mark the cul-
mination of first phase of its
‘Vote chor, gaddi chhod’ cam-
paign against the BJP.

AICC general secretary
(organisation), KC Venugopal,
said that so far, the Congress
has collected over five crore
signatures of people express-
ing their anger and resent-
ment against “vote chori” by
the BJP in “collusion” with the
Election Commission.

The signatures of people
expressing resentment
against this “murder of
democracy” would be
handed over to the President
ofIndia later, Venugopal said
in a statement.

He said that at a meeting of
party general secretaries, PCC
presidents, and other office
bearers held on Wednesday,
it was unanimously decided
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Fatehpur

A group of women carrying
diyas and other material tried
to perform puja at a disput-
ed mausoleum site on Kartik
Purnima, clambering over
barricades and clashing with
police when they were
stopped, officials said on
Thursday.

Police registered an FIR
against 20 women after the
clashes on Wednesday
evening, tension flaring up
once again over the cen-
turies-old Nawab Abu Samad
mausoleum.

On August 11, members of
Hindu rightwing outfits had
allegedly created a ruckus
while demanding permis-
sion to offer prayers there,
claiming that the structure
was a temple of ‘Thakurji’
with a ‘Shivling’.

They alleged that the mau-
soleum was constructed after
demolishing an ancient
temple. Videos from that
time purportedly showed
vandalism and hoisting of a

POLICE REGISTERED
AN FIR AGAINST 20
WOMEN AFTER THE
CLASHES, TENSION
FLARING UP ONCE
AGAIN OVER THE
CENTURIES-OLD
NAWAB ABU SAMAD
MAUSOLEUM

saffron flag at the site, trigger-
ing communal tension in the
area. Following the agitation,
the district administration
sealed the premises, put up
barricades and imposed
restrictions.

On Wednesday, a few
women allegedly tried to
remove or climb over the bar-
ricades, prompting police to
restrain them, officials said.

An argument ensued
between the women and
Station House Officer (SHO)
Tarkeshwar Rai, during which
the women accused the
police of misconduct and
preventing them from offer-
ing their prayers.

Unable to reach the disput-

ed spot, the women eventu-
ally performed their prayers
and aarti from a nearby lane,
facing the structure.

A case has been registered
at the Kotwali police station
under Sections 121(1)
(obstructing or assaulting a
public servantin discharge of
duty), 351(2) (criminal intimi-
dation), and 352 (use of crim-
inal force otherwise than on
grave provocation) of the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS),
the ASP said.

The FIR, lodged on the
complaint of Constable Manju
Singh, named 20 unidentified
women, including the wife of
a local identified as Pappu
Singh Chauhan.

In her complaint, Constable
Singh said she and other per-
sonnel were deployed near
the disputed mausoleum
when, around 6 pm, a group
of women led by Chauhan’s
wife allegedly tried to push
through the barricades, used
abusive language and threat-
ened police with false accu-
sations. Videos purportedly
showing the women arguing

with police and performing
puja from a distance have sur-
faced on social media, though
their authenticity has not
been independently verified.

So far, no arrests have been
made in the matter, and extra
vigilance is being maintained
in the area, where heavy
police force has been
deployed. Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP)
Mahendra Pal Singh informed
PTI that local intelligence
units have been instructed to
monitor the situation.

He confirmed that the sit-
uation is currently peaceful,
with no law and orderissues
reported.

Earlier, BJP district presi-
dent Mukhlal Pal had warned
that he and members of
Hindu organisations would
perform prayers at the site,
citing carvings of a trident and
lotus inside the structure as
evidence of its Hindu origins.

Officials said the matter is
sub judice and strict orders
have been issued to prevent
any activity that could disturb
public order.

SIR of electoral rolls
in MP hit by delays

GIRISH SHARMA
M Bhopal

The Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, currently underway
across Madhya Pradesh, has
been hit by delays in several
districts. While some areas
have completed the initial
phase of distributing voter
enumeration forms, many
regions are still waiting for
the process to begin, raising
concerns about meeting
the Election Commission’s
deadlines.

Under the SIR drive, Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) are
tasked with door-to-door
verification to ensure that
the names, addresses, and
details of all eligible voters
are accurately recorded
ahead of the 2025 final pub-
lication of electoral rolls.

However, progress has
been hampered by technical
glitches in the mobile appli-
cation designed for online
data entry and verification.

Many BLOs have reported
app crashes, poor network
connectivity, and data
upload failures, forcing them

PROGRESS HAS
BEEN HAMPERED

BY TECHNICAL
GLITCHES IN

THE MOBILE
APPLICATION
DESIGNED FOR
ONLINE DATA ENTRY
AND VERIFICATION

to temporarily switch back to
manual record-keeping
methods. Field reports from
Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur,
Gwalior, Sagar, Rewa, and
Chhindwara suggest that
while some wards have com-
pleted the distribution of
forms, several others are still
waiting to receive them.

In a number of constituen-
cies, BLOs have been
assigned multiple polling
stations, creating heavy
workloads and uneven
progress across districts.
Officials supervising the cam-
paign admitted that although
the work is being carried
out on a ‘war footing’, prac-
tical hurdles have slowed
down implementation.

Shah slams Rahul Gandhi for seeking caste, religion data of army jawans

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Banka/Jamui/Gayaji

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday lambasted
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for seeking to know about the
caste and religion of army
jawans. Shah said the country
does notdiscriminate among
military personnel on the
basis of caste or creed.
“Rahul Gandhi should be
ashamed for seeking to know
about the caste and religion
of Army jawans. We do not
discriminate among military
personnel on the basis of
caste or creed,” he said.
Addressing back-to-back
election rallies in Madhubani,

. |

AICC general secretary (organisation) KC Venugopal

that the first phase of the cam-
paign will culminate with
flag-off events at all state
headquarters on Saturday
(November 8).

These programmes will be
attended by senior leaders
and party functionaries, sym-
bolizing the collective unity
and determination of the
Congress party in this nation-
al struggle to safeguard
democracy, he said.

“So far, over five crore sig-
natures have been collected
nationwide - a powerful tes-

timony to the anger, appre-
hension, and deep concern
among ordinary citizens
about the naked murder of
democracy through manipu-
lative practices such as dupli-
cate voting, fake voter entries,
and fraudulent addresses in
the electoral rolls,” Venugopal
said.

He said the Congress has
been consistently raising
serious concerns about
alleged electoral roll manip-
ulation and electoral “fraud”,
undermining the sanctity of

West Champaran and
Motihari districts, Shah also
took up the issue of illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants,
saying that these people
snatch jobs and pose securi-
ty threats to the country. He
also asserted that the Bihar
assembly elections are for
making the eastern state
“infiltrator-free”.

Gandhi, while addressing
public rallies in Bihar on
Tuesday, claimed that lower
castes, tribal communities
and minorities have little
representation in the armed
forces besides private firms,
the judiciary and the bureau-
cracy and said that 10 percent
of the population controls

India’s democratic process.
The Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
has repeatedly exposed the
dangerous “vote chori”,
sayingitis a direct assault on
the people’s mandate.

As part of the Congress’
nationwide movement to
defend democracy, the party
launched the ‘Vote chor gaddi
chhod’ (Vote thief, vacate
your seat of power) signature
campaign, a public outreach
and door-to-door initiative
to mobilize citizens against
alleged electoral fraud.

Beginning on September 15,
2025, following the successful
culmination of the ‘Vote chor,
gaddi chhod’ state-level
rallies, the campaign has seen
participation from lakhs of cit-
izens across districts, blocks,
and mandals, Venugopal said,
adding that party functionar-
ies, community leaders, pro-
fessionals, and the public
joined hands to register their
protest against this “subver-

sion of democratic norms”.

these institutions.

Shah alleged that the R]D
indulged in massacres and
rapes while in power, while
asserting that there is no

TMC cadres control BLOs in Bengal:

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

Trinamool Congress cadres
tended to take control of the
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)—
appointed by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
conduct special intensive
revision of electoral rolls —
booth after booth, con-
stituency after constituency,
while the booth level agents
(BLAs) nominated by the

Opposition parties, mainly

the BJP and the Left, were
forced to 'retire hurt'.
Opposition parties cutting
across party lines on
Thursday complained.

The TMC leaders, however,
denied the allegations,
saying, "There was no ques-
tion of any opposition BLA
being attacked, as very few
of them showed up during
SIR." While reports of BLOs
distributing forms via the
local TMC leadership came
from Rajganj in the Jalpaiguri
district of North Bengal,
similar reports filtered in
from Sankrail in Howrah,
Panihati in North 24

Revenue official suspended over I300-crore land deal in Pune

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Pune

The Maharashtra
Government has suspended
a revenue official over a
%300-crore land deal in Pune,
allegedly involving Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar’s
son Parth Pawar, and set up
a high-level committee to
investigate it, officials said on
Thursday.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Revenue) Vikas Kharge will
head the probe committee,
formed on the instructions of
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, they said.

Fadnavis has termed the
land transaction “prima facie
serious”. Tehsildar Suryakant
Yewale from Pune has been
suspended with immediate
effect over the controver-
sial deal that has prompted
the Opposition to target the
ruling Mahayuti, comprising
the BJP, Ajit Pawar’s NCP and
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

According to an official, 40
acres of “Mahar Vatan land
belonging to the govern-

ment” in Pune’s upmarket
Mundhwa area was sold to
Amadea Enterprises LLP, in
which Parth Pawar is a
partner, for 300 crore, and
the stamp duty on it was
waived. Being government
land, the plot cannot be sold
to a private firm, he said.

Inspector General of
Registration Ravindra
Binwade said that the high-
level committee will find
out how the government
land was sold to a private
firm and ascertain whether
the exemption was given as
per the norms.

“The documents submit-
ted to claim the exemption
will be checked. The commit-
tee will also see what sort of
documents were produced
during registration. But as an
immediate action, we have
suspended a sub-registrar-
rank official. If it is govern-
ment land, the registration
should not have taken
place,” he said.

Sources in the revenue
department claimed thaton
the ‘7/12 extract’, a key prop-

The purchase of land by the company of
Parth Pawar, son of Deputy Chief Minister

and Finance Minister Ajit

Pawar, must be

investigated in a transparent manner
—VIJAY WADETTIWAR, CONGRESS LEADER

erty document, the land is in
the name of ‘Mumbai Sarkar’.

Besides Parth Pawar,
Digvijay Patil, in whose name
the registration has taken
place, is the co-partnerin the
firm. Talking to reporters in
Nagpur earlier in the day,
Fadnauvis said, “Prime facie,
the issue looks serious. I've
sought all information con-
cerning the case from the rel-
evant departments. Orders
have been given to conduct
aprobe. I can speak aboutit
and the action to be taken
after getting all the details.”

According to RTI activist
Vijay Kumbhar, the land
parcel was allegedly pur-
chased for aboutz300 crore
by a company linked to Parth
Pawar despite its market
rate being “considerably
higher”. He also claimed that

“the stamp duty of 221 crore
on this deal was waived”.
“Why are some people more
equal than others?” he
asked in a social post
on Wednesday.

Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
had said in the morning that
his department would
examine the alleged land
deal only after receiving a
complaint. He said activist
Anjali Damania had called to
inform him about the alleged
transaction, and that she
would file a written com-
plaint with him by November
11. The Opposition attacked
the BJP-led government over
the land deal.

Senior Congress leader
Vijay Wadettiwar demanded
a judicial inquiry into the
transaction, claiming it was

done inviolation of the law.

“The purchase of land by
the company of Parth Pawar,
son of Deputy Chief Minister
and Finance Minister Ajit
Pawar, must be investigated
in a transparent manner,” he
claimed.

He said the file related to
the deal moved “at rocket
speed” through government
departments. “Within hours,
the Directorate of Industries
notonly approved the trans-
fer of land to the company
foran IT park and data centre
but also waived stamp duty
of %21 crore,” he claimed.

“Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, who often questions
how long farmers will get
things for free, has now
ensured free land and tax
waivers for his son’s firm,”
Wadettiwar said, further
claiming that “similar land
deals in Pune could amount
to a %1 lakh crore scam”.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Ambadas Danve claimed
that the land bought by the

private company is worth
31,800 crore.

place for ‘bahubalis’
(strongmen) in the NDA
Government.

Hitting out at the
Mahagathbandhan, he said

Parganas, Behrampore in
the Murshidabad district,
Bankura and Kakdwip,
sources said.

While BLOs were seen dis-
tributing forms via local TMC
leaders from a government
school at Sankrail, their
counter at Panihati distrib-
uted the enumeration forms
from a private school and a
tea stall under strict vigil of
the local TMC leaders, includ-
ing a councillor, sources said.
At the Gorabazar area of
Behrampore, not far away
from the residence of senior
Congress leader Adhir
Chowdhury, local TMC MLA
Subrata Moitra was seen
leading the BLO from house
to house.

When confronted, he said
he was just helping the BLO
find the houses. Similarly, at
Chhatra in Bankura district,
a TMC leader and former
panchayat member was
seen guiding the BLO in the
local area. When asked as to
whether he was a BLA I, he
replied in the negative,
saying he had been asked by
the party leadership to

Champaran would turn
into ‘mini- -
Chambal’ if _' ‘.
thagbandhan
comes
powerin Blhar ,

Asserting
that only
the pair of
Narendra "
Modi and
Nitish
Kumar can
prevent
‘jungle raj’ in
Bihar, he alleged that Lalu
Prasad and Rahul Gandhi
were trying to pave the way
for infiltrators.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi established Makhana

REPORTS OF BLOS
DISTRIBUTING
FORMS VIA THE
LOCAL TMC
LEADERSHIP CAME
FROM RAJGANJ IN
THE JALPAIGURI
DISTRICT OF NORTH
BENGAL

"assist the BLOs".

When asked as to why
the opposition BLAs were
notin the scene and why an
army of flag-bearing TMC
cadres were towing the BLO,
one TMC leader at Panhihati
said, "The CPI(M) and the BJP
have no 'sangathan’ (organ-
isation) in these areas, and
so the TMC men had to come
out to assist the BLOs."

When contacted, the lead-
ership of both the parties
said their BLAs had not been
contacted by the BLOs in
some places, and in other
places they were simply
asked to leave by the TMC
cadres to avoid "conse-
quences".

In places where the oppo-
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Board... If ‘Lalu & co’ come to

power, ‘infiltrator ghusao

board’ will be set up,” he
alleged.
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Gandhi’s cor-

ruption, opposed
the Emergency,
but now Congress
is seeking to rule

the state with R|D’s help,”
he added. “Neither Lalu
Prasad nor Rahul Gandhi can
prevent the construction of a
grand Sita temple in
Sitamarhi within two-and-
half years,” he added.

Opposition

sition BLAs preferred to
ignore the TMC warning and
still tried to accompany the
BLOs, they were allegedly
beaten black and blue.

For instance, a BJP BLA Il
from the Kashipur area was
attacked with sticks and
fisticuffs by the TMC cadres
as he questioned as to why
dozens of TMC cadres were
keeping the BLO encircled.
Similarly at Baruipur in South
24 Parganas, a saffron BLA 11
had to be hospitalised after
he was severely beaten up
by alleged TMC cadres. "They
threw me on the ground
and beat me as | refused to
leave the BLO. When one of
my party leaders came
running to save me, he too
was clubbed badly," the BJP
BLA said.

Renowned pollster from
Bengal Professor Biswanath
Chakrabarty said that there
was little hope that the SIR
would be conducted "fully
fairly". He said, "It seems by
the situation that has unfold-
ed in the past two days that
the TMC has taken control of
the entire SIR process.”

Congress takes dig at Centre as Trump
repeats ‘India-Pakistan peace’ claim

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il New Delhi

With US President Donald
Trump again repeating his
claim that India and Pakistan
“made peace” after he threat-
ened them with snapping
trade deals, the Congress on
Thursday took a swipe at the
Modi government and said
“this makes it 58 times” this
has been stated.

Congress general secretary
in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh attacked the
government with the poser
-what unites Washington DC,
Riyadh, Doha, London, The
Hague, Sharm-al-Sheikh,
Tokyo, the US President’s Air
Force One plane, and now
Miami. ‘These are all places
where President Trump has
declared that he used trade
and tariffs to stop Operation
Sindoor. This makes it 58
times since the evening of May
10th - when the very first
announcement of the end to
Operation Sindoor was made

CONGRESS ON
THURSDAY TOOK A
SWIPE AT THE MODI
GOVERNMENT AND
SAID “THIS MAKES
IT 58 TIMES” THIS
HAS BEEN STATED

from Washington DC,”
Ramesh said on X. He also
shared the video clip of
Trump’s remarks in Miami.

Ramesh’s remarks came
after Trump said that India
and Pakistan “made peace” in
May after he threatened the
two nuclear-armed neigh-
bours to snap trade deals
with them if they continued
their military conflict, a claim
he has repeated several times
since then.

“In eight months I ended
eight wars, including Kosovo
and Serbia, and Congo and
Rwanda, that were going on
foralong time... Pakistan and
India,” Trump said in his
address at the America

Business Forum in Miami on
Wednesday.

“You know, | was in the
midst of a trade deal with both
of them (India and Pakistan),
and then I read on the front
page of a certain newspa-
per...I heard they were going
to war. Seven planes were
shot down, and the eighth
was really badly wounded...
Eight planes were shot down
essentially,” Trump said.

He added, “I said, this is war,
and they are going at it. And
they are two nuclear nations.
I said, ‘I'm not going to
make any trade deals
with you guys unless you
agree to peace.’

“The two nations said ‘No
way. This has nothing to do...
I said, It has everything to do
(with it). You are nuclear
powers. I’'m not trading with
you. We're not making any
deals with you ifyou’re at war
with each other’.”

“A day later, 1 get a call
saying, ‘We made peace’. They
stopped.
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New York elects
hope over hate

Zohran Mamdani’s election as New York mayor signals
that the arc of democracy, however bent by demagogues,
still leans towards justice, inclusion, and hope

In what can be termed a personal defeat for Donald Trump,
Zohran Mamdani has been elected as New York City mayor.
And the reason for this binary is simple: Mamdani stands for
everything that Trump wants to dismantle - socialism,
environment, migrants, fair trade, and, above all, ethics in
public life. He has defeated a Trump-supported candidate and
decimated his narrative of polarisation and the politics of
fear, a victory of reason over rhetoric. Indeed, there are many
firsts in his win - the 34-year-old socialist, son of Indian
parents and born in Uganda, defeated the establishment's
stalwart, Andrew Cuomo, and the right-wing provocateur,
Curtis Sliwa, to become New York's first Muslim, first South
Asian, first Africa-born, and youngest mayor in over a century.

Mamdani's meteoric rise from an obscure state
assemblyman to the most prestigious post of New York City is
not just a personal triumph; it is an ideological milestone.
His victory represents a sharp rebuke to Trump-style politics -
a politics built on division, spectacle, and the demonisation
of the “other.” At a time when Donald Trump continues to
dominate America’s conservative narrative with populist
outrage and cultural onslaught, Mamdani's win shows that
voters, at least in New York, are ready to turn the page
towards empathy, inclusion, and economic fairness.

When Mamdani launched his campaign in late 2024, few
took him seriously. Analysts dismissed him as a fringe
socialist with radical ideas about housing and taxation. Yet,
through persistence, creativity, and an authentic connection
with working-class New Yorkers, Mamdani redefined what a
grassroots movement could look like. His campaign was
powered not by corporate donors but by volunteers,
community organisers, and an entirely digital-first strategy.
From witty TikTok videos to multilingual street interactions,
he reached voters who had long been ignored - immigrants,
tenants, gig workers, and young families crushed by
Trumponomics. His policy proposals - from rent freezes and
social housing to free buses, universal childcare, and a $30
minimum wage - may sound radical, but resonated deeply in
a city increasingly unaffordable to its own people. They
reflected lived experience, not ideological abstraction. His
empathy — born from proximity to struggle — infused his
politics with rare moral clarity.

Yet his journey was far from smooth. His unapologetic
Muslim identity, his vocal support for immigrant rights, and
his criticism of Israel's actions in Gaza invited fierce backlash.
Cuomo accused him of “fueling antisemitism,” while Trump
labelled him a “communist lunatic.” But Mamdani's response
was firm and dignified: he neither diluted his principles nor
distanced himself from his roots. It reminds America that
leadership can still be built on empathy rather than ego, and
that politics can still be a moral pursuit, not a marketplace of
outrage. No doubt Mamdani will face enormous tests. But for
now, his win signals a larger message - reason will always
prevail in the end, come what may!

Devotees gather at Santram Mandir as fireworks illuminate the night sky
during Dev Deepawali celebrations in Nadiad, Gujarat. PHOTO: PTI
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INDIA'S YOUTH SUFFOCATING UNDER
UNKEPT PROMISES AND INEQUALITY

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE  ——

The current regime in India has
plunged the nation into a spiral
of economic distress and social
despair, with every section of
society hit from all sides over
the past decade. Students,
youth, farmers, labourers,
workers, shopkeepers,
employees, and traders are
struggling, and not a single
section appears content with
this Government amid rising
prices, shrinking opportunities,
and deepening inequality.
Inflation has skyrocketed, the
rupee has lost its sheen, and the
gulf between the rich and the
poor has widened dangerously,
making life increasingly
difficult for the poor and
middle-class families.
Unemployment has become a
matter of grave concern.
According to the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy

(CMIE), India’s unemployment
rate climbed to 7.5 per cent in
October 2025-the highest in the
past six months.

Lakhs have lost jobs across
sectors, including construction,
IT, and banking.

More than 90 lakh people are
jobless in the construction
industry alone, while 25 lakh
salaried positions have
vanished. Such frightening
figures have become routine, yet
the Government seems
unmoved.

It appears that those in power
remain in constant election
mode, crafting slogans instead
of solutions. The time has come
for citizens to question why
leaders continue to campaign
even as the nation gasps under
the weight of unemployment
and inequality

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

The climate reality we cannot outrun

The absence of a unified climate law in India limits effective action, with the background of it being among the most
vulnerable nations facing compound climate extremes such as landslides, floods, and heatwaves

PRIYANKA
CHATURVEDI

Every year, as winter arrives in Delhi, so does
the inevitable reality of toxic haze, so does the
discussion to prioritise healthy air. After huffing
and puffing, literally and figuratively, for a few
days, itis work as usual till the next Diwali/farm
fire season.

The great Indian apathy to demand better gov-
ernance continues. However, this is no more a
seasonal nuisance but a major public health and
policy crisis unfolding. For the crores of residents,
breathing has become an act of endurance. The
norm of pollution has disillusioned the citizens
about the need for immediate action by their
chosen representatives. While most cities
would shut down at an AQI of over 500, Delhi
continues to function as if the choking air were
normal, with the Government even hosting
fitness events amid it all.
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Worse still, the Government’s response only
further enhances its wilful apathy, as rather than

fighting pollution, it chooses to manipulate the Climate Change, India now accounts for 26 per
data measuring it. The remarkable “triple- THE UNITED cent of global deaths caused by air pollution-
engine government” in Delhi has been accused STATES’ RENEWED over 17 lakh deaths annually-a 38 per centrise
of taking cosmetic measures, such as alleged- WITHDRAWAL since 2010. The very air that every single citizen
ly spraying water near AQl sensors, ratherthan ~ FROM THE PARIS of the country breathes is also what is slowly
tacklingdpollutionre]lt itg sourcel; ted . AGREEMENT killlzing thepl";. he Enui d Health
SU‘;(I:‘(E:?T:G Ir(}(g)utr(t), E)ne Di\?vtaali.SL(l)n?;/ItQteoutt 0oft 3673 UNDER TRUMB Min\{ft?iesstlcéntti:ue rtlc\)n(rj%rl;r;\glr:}t’ (?irr]ect c((e)?rte—
sensors were functioning, even as authorities THE ROLLBACK OF  |ation between air pollution and mortality. This
claimed to be monitoring air quality closely. CLIMATE GRANTS, silence should itself be a clarion call for deci-
Various exam_ples will tell you that a call fora AND THE RETREAT  sive anfi coordi_nated action. )
the proposition more nteresting. similar was - OF MAJOR o lution. On one hand, cities lie
the case of the firecracker ban, and once that CORPORATIONS Mumbai get away thanks to the §ea winds,
was lifted by the highest court of the land under AND BANKS FROM  which also blow away account-
the label of ‘green crackers’, welcomed by the CLIMATE ability, against unchecked con-
Crackers witha vengeance. o e ALLIANCES - and. northern ciies =
crackers wi . ,

Yes, of course, thisgi’sn‘t the only cause but one REFLECT A dominate global pollution rank- a—/’he
of the major causes of what makes the capital DANGEROUS ings in the top 50 of the world’s
of the country choke with poisonous air. Then TREND OF WILFUL  most polluted cities.
there; is the elephant in _the room-the stubble DENIAL BY THOSE ) This inactiop is noglndia’s alone; .
burning by farmers. Punjab alc_)ne has already MOST itmirrors a_w1der fallurg ofglob_al leadership.
recorded over 1,200 farm fires since September. RESPONSIBLE Even as India ranks 10th in the Climate Change

To add salt to the wound, when India’s AQI
scale has been capped at 500, international apps
have shown readings over 1,000. While this is

to the 2025 Lancet Countdown on Health and

reform. That is why, in 2021, I introduced the
Climate Change Council Bill-a Private Member’s
Bill-to establish a comprehensive legal frame-
work to guide India’s response to climate
change; a framework we currently lack. The
absence of a unified climate law in India limits
effective action, with the background of it being
among the most vulnerable nations facing
compound climate extremes such as land-
slides, floods, and heatwaves. By integrating
environmental, ecological, and developmen-
tal aspects, the Bill seeks to ensure focused
mechanisms for the assessment, adaptation,
and mitigation of climate change impacts.
Still, policy cannot succeed without public
will. These persisting conditions
across various North Indian states
will drive the majority of the

Performance Index, global leadership contin-
ues to falter.
The United States’ renewed withdrawal

not new, it remains unaddressed by the
Government, and much of the population
remains unaware. Around such conditions,
many parts of the city will adopt work-from-
home policies, yet what about the citizens who
cannot afford to work from home, nor afford to

The new-age capitalism has brought along the

The writer is a Member of
the Rajya Sabha

@ priyankac19

@ @priyankac19
buy a purifier like the Chief Minister? @ priyanka-chaturvedi-
075716a1

from the Paris Agreement under Trump, the

major corporations and banks from climate
alliances reflect a dangerous trend of wilful
denial by those most responsible. The devel-
oped world is not yet seeing the worst conse-
quences of climate change, now endured by
the Global South. Addressing this crisis requires

need to buy clean air for survival.
This is no more a seasonal problem. According

not just short-term measures but systemic

rollback of climate grants, and the retreat of

be public health emergencies not
moneer only for the present but for future
generations as well. Every citizen,
regardless of occupation or
income, deserves the right to
breathe clean air.

We must expand public transport; prioritise
walking and cycling through safer streets;
enforce vehicle and construction emission
standards; and embed air quality goals into
urban planning. Clean air must be a collective
national guarantee. It is not a woke agenda,
as many dismiss it, but an urgent health hazard
agenda which needs to be tackled on a war
footing. The citizens of India deserve better.
When fate comes knocking, it will not distin-
guish between wealth and geography. By then,
no nation will be immune to the conse-
quences of its own-and our collective-inaction.

Meditation: The mind’s antidote to modern stress

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

2ND OPINION
THE PIONEER

In the last about 50 years or more, it has been increas-
ingly realised by medical professionals that many ail-
ments are caused by stress or trauma, resulting in more
and more deaths.

Isn’tit surprising that a few years back, something like
stress, about which we were not so serious, has today
become a part of our everyday life? Today, there is a flood
of literature available on stress-related diseases and their
treatment, and it has become almost a fashion nowa-
days to talk or write on the effects of stress on modern
men and women.

Although we all talk about stress, it often isn’t clear
what stress is really about. Even though WHO, in its well-

known definition of health, has taken into account the
social, moral, and spiritual aspects of health, some very
important aspects of stress have, up to now, been missed,
overlooked, or at least underemphasised by doctors,
social scientists, criminologists, administrators, histori-
ans, and others.

Many people feel that stress is something that
happens to them during an event such as physical injury,
emotional heartbreak, or some family feud, etc. Some
people say that stress is a feeling experienced by our
mind and body in response to an event like a terror
attack, rail accident, or plane crash. However, experts
believe that while stress does involve events and our
responses to them, these are not the most important
factors causing it. Our thoughts about the situations in
which we find ourselves are more critical compared to
other reasons mentioned above.

We need to understand that when something happens
to us, we automatically evaluate the situation mental-
ly and decide if it is really threatening to us, how we need
to deal with the situation, and what skills we can use.
So, if we feel that the demands of the situation outweigh
the skills we have, then we treat the situation as stress-
ful. On the other hand, if we feel that our coping skills
outweigh the demands of the situation, then we don’t
see it as stressful. According to psychologists, stress in

small quantities is good and at times necessary because
it motivates a person and helps him or her to become
more productive. However, an excess of it, or a strong
response to it, can be fatal. Hence, the way in which we
deal with a stress-provoking event would determine its
impact on our health.

The basic idea is to understand ourselves and our reac-
tions towards stressful events, thereby learning to
handle them more effectively. One should understand
that stress management is not about avoiding or escap-
ing the pressures and turbulence of modern living. No!
In the actual sense, it is about learning to appreciate how
the body reacts to external pressures and developing
skills that enhance the body’s adjustment.

The Gita states that man can be his own best friend
or his own worst enemy. To be my best friend, I must
spend time with myself — learning to love and respect
myself so I can do the same for others. By watching what
goes on in my mind, I can gently guide it back
on the right track. If I allow negative or wasteful
thoughts, meditation becomes difficult; but if I clear my
mind and keep my thoughts positive, it’s easier to expe-
rience peace. It isn’t enough to just read about it — get
up and start meditating today!

k The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Delhi choking on neglected air

Apropos “Delhi’s deadly air: A public health emergency”
(Nov. 6), the capital’s toxic air stands as a grim reminder
ofhow environmental neglect can slowly suffocate a city’s
health and spirit. Each winter, Delhi turns into a gas
chamber, yet the response remains disappointingly
routine — a mix of temporary bans, political blame, and
public resignation. The crisis is structural, not season-
al. Vehicular fumes, industrial emissions, and construc-
tion dust, coupled with weak enforcement and frag-
mented governance, have created a calamity that tran-
scends class and geography. What worsens the situa-
tion is the erosion of accountability. Governments
announce short-term plans; citizens complain but
persist with polluting habits, and industries evade scruti-
ny. China’s willingness to share its smog-control expe-
rience is instructive — proof that leadership, strict reg-
ulation, and civic participation can change the air we
breathe. Beijing’s example shows that progress follows

when political will aligns with scientific planning.
Clean air must not remain a campaign slogan or sea-
sonal privilege; it is a fundamental right defining the
quality of life in any modern city. Delhi must commit
to transparent, collective, and sustained action before
its skyline becomes a permanent haze of indifference.
AVINASHIAPPAN MYILSAMI | TAMIL NADU

A victory beyond American borders

Zohran Mamdani’s victory in New York represents far
more than an electoral win; it is a triumph for the
working class and a reminder that politics can still serve
ordinary citizens. His immediate statement — “Let’s get
back to work today” — reflects commitment to build-
ing a city that is affordable and inclusive. At a time when
chauvinism and racism dominate American discourse,
Mamdani’s success offers hope.

America has thrived on the contributions of immi-
grants, whose labour and creativity have shaped its cities
and economy. Yet, this truth is often undermined. The
Republicans continue to ignore these sacrifices, resort-
ing instead to divisive rhetoric. Change, however, is con-
stant and New York itself is living proof: a city built on
the sweat, capital, and dreams of the masses. Its rewards
must belong to everyone, not merely the super-rich.

Seeing a young leader of Indian origin succeed in
American politics reinforces the belief that democra-
cy thrives when diverse voices are heard. His victory
symbolises justice, equality, and shared prosperity.
Zohran Mamdani’s victory in New York marks a defin-
ing moment for inclusive politics, celebrating working-
class strength, immigrant contribution, and the endur-
ing power of diversity in democracy.

K ANANTH RUPESH | ANDHRA PRADESH

Equality in compassionate job rules

Apropos the report, “HC bins petition of adopted son
seeking job in KSRTC on compassionate grounds,” the
headline is misleading. The Karnataka High Court reject-
ed the plea not because the petitioner was adopted,
but because he applied five years after his foster father’s
death. Rules stipulate that an application must be made
within a year. Even a biological son’s plea would have
been dismissed.

However, discrimination between adopted and bio-
logical children in compassionate appointments is
unjust. If KSRTC’s policy excludes adopted children, it
is flawed and violates equality. The Court rightly ruled
that there can be no distinction between adopted and
biological offspring. Denying an adopted child such con-
sideration defeats the purpose of adoption itself.

The Government should reconsider its rule limiting
applications to one year from the employee’s death.
Earlier, minors could apply within a year of attaining
majority, which was fairer. Compassionate appoint-
ments may not erase grief, but they can ease hardship.
Restoring the earlier rule would be a humane gesture-
better than distributing unsustainable freebies. Political
parties must pledge to remove such inequities and
uphold compassion in governance.

KV SEETHARAMAIAH | BENGALURU
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Hapless citizens, helpless Governments

In recent months, a series of fatal incidents across Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, and Sri Lanka has exposed the
fragility of their transportation systems. Overcrowded buses tumbling off narrow mountain roads, trains derailing due to outdated tracks,

PRASHANT
TEWARI

Transportation is the lifeline of any nation,
facilitating economic growth, social inter-
action, and national integration. From
bustling highways to vital railway net-
works and expanding aviation routes, the
efficiency and safety of transport systems
determine a country’s progress and global
competitiveness. However, across much of
Southeast Asia, this lifeline is fraying.

The region has witnessed an alarming rise
in man-made transportation accidents on
roads, rails, and in the air and
water, underscoring deep-rooted systemic
failures.

Despite repeated warnings from experts
and recurring tragedies, safety remains a
neglected priority. The real crisis lies not
merely in poorinfrastructure, but in gover-
nance deficits, corruption, and a culture of
complacency that have made such disasters
almost predictable.

Current Situation

India, with one of the world’s largest road
networks, records the highest number of
road fatalities globally: a tragic distinction
that reflects the dire state of safety enforce-
ment. In Pakistan and Bangladesh, poorly
maintained public buses and lax driving
standards contribute to frequent road
tragedies. In Nepal, a combination of treach-
erous terrain and vehicle overloading con-
tinues to claim lives. Even air safety, which
demands the highest precision, has been
compromised by negligence and inade-
quate oversight.

What ties these incidents together is not
just infrastructural decay but institutional
corruption.

Funds earmarked for road repairs, rail
modernisation, and aviation safety audits
are too often siphoned off by corrupt offi-
cials or misused due to poor planning.
Substandard materials are used in construc-
tion projects, safety inspections are perfunc-
tory or skipped altogether, and regula-
tions exist more on paper than in practice.

At the state level, the rot runs deep. Many
regional governments lack the political
will or administrative capacity to enforce
safety standards. The issuance of driving
licences, for instance, is notoriously casual.
In several countries, licences can be

and air mishaps blamed on technical negligence have become grimly routine

HUMAN LIFE,
AND INDEED ALL
LIVING LIFE,
MUST BE
TREATED AS
SACRED BY
THOSE IN POWER

Prashant Tewari, policy
expert and columnist at
The Pioneer

@ dailypioneer

@ @PrashantTewar11

@ prashant-tewari-

obtained without proper training or
testing, sometimes through
bribery or political influence.

failures are devastating. Every day, citi-
zens across the region risk

This results in untrained, reck-
less drivers operating vehicles
on already hazardous roads-a
recipe for tragedy.

Moreover, there is little to no culture
of periodic vehicle inspection. Buses,
trucks, and private vehicles continue to
ply despite being mechanically unfit,
emitting toxic fumes and posing con-
stant danger to commuters. Corrupt
local officials often overlook such viola-
tions in exchange for small bribes, per-
petuating a cycle where accountability
is absent and public safety is compro-
mised.

The consequences of such governance

The E}Jioueev

their lives merely by com-
muting.

Road fatalities rob fam-
ilies of their breadwinners;
rail and air disasters inflict
collective trauma that scars entire com-
munities. The loss is not merely statis-
tical but deeply human: children
orphaned, parents grieving, families
shattered by entirely preventable
tragedies.

The economic cost is equally severe.
Repeated accidents deter investment,
disrupt trade, and drain public resources
on rescue operations and compensation.
Yet, beyond economics, the larger
tragedy lies in the erosion of public trust.

When citizens realise that their lives are
endangered not by fate but by the cor-
ruption and indifference of those
meant to protect them, faith in institu-
tions collapses.

Call to Action

Governments across Southeast Asia
must recognise that transportation
safety is not a luxury; it is a fundamen-
tal right of every citizen. The first step
towards reform lies in tackling corrup-
tion head-on.

Transparency in infrastructure spend-
ing must be made non-negotiable. Every
rupee or taka allocated for road safety,
railway upgrades, or aviation oversight
must be accounted for and subject to
public scrutiny.
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Second, state governments must insti-
tutionalise rigorous and periodic inspec-
tions of vehicles, tracks, and aircraft.
Independent safety commissions-insu-
lated from political influence — should
be empowered to enforce compliance
and penalise violators.

Third, the process of issuing driving
licences must be overhauled. Stringent
testing standards, computerised assess-
ments, and continuous driver education
should replace the current system that
too often rewards bribery and negli-
gence. Road safety education, starting
from schools, can help cultivate a culture
of responsibility and awareness that
endures over generations.

Finally, civil society and the media
must play a proactive role in demanding
accountability. Each preventable death
on the road orin the air must be treated
not as an isolated incident, but as evi-
dence of systemic failure that
demands redress.

Transportation should connect lives,
not end them. The tragic frequency of
man-made transportation disasters in
Southeast Asia is a stark reminder that
progress without integrity is hollow.
Unless corruption is rooted out, regula-
tions are enforced, and human life is
valued above political expediency, the
region will continue to pay a heavy price
in blood and broken trust.

Governance, after all, is not mea-
sured by how quickly roads are built or
airports inaugurated, but by how safely
and honestly citizens are allowed to
travel upon them.

Human life, and indeed all living life,
must be treated as sacred by those in
power. There has to be a limit to the suf-
fering a society can endure before its
conscience revolts. Yet, indifference has
become our silent companion; we
mourn briefly for the dead and then
move on, believing tragedy belongs to
someone else.

But fate has a cruel way of closing dis-
tances: it is someone else’s loss today,
it could be your loved one tomorrow.
Those who sit in positions of authority
must remember that no shield of privi-
lege can protect them forever from the
pain they choose to ignore.

When a life is lost to negligence, it is
not just an accident; itis a moral failure
of the entire system, a wound that
bleeds into the collective soul
of a nation.
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Rethinking modern technology:
When progress defies nature and dharma
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The technologies of modern times are full of
gleam and glitter. They are declared to be the
products of painstaking and pathbreaking
research. They are touted to be the result of
great discoveries of the scientific principles
operating in the vast universe and revolution-
ary inventions based thereon. They are hailed
as the harbingers of great beneficial changes
in the lives of billions of humans inhabiting this
planet Earth.

They are supposedly stated to be instruments
of further economic development and growth
of the 193 nations holding a population of 8
billion human beings in the world. But what if
I were to tell you that most of the

Nature called out in Vedic scientific literature-
air, earth, fire, water, and ether.

Today’s surface transport vehicles are air-pol-
luting and earth (soil)-polluting. These include
automobiles and aeroplanes. Many parts and
components of these vehicles, including elec-

tric batteries, are bio non-degrad-

so-called modern technologies are
crude, cruel, and inferior? What if
I were to call them technologies
based on incomplete or even, in
some cases, incorrect understand-
ing of material nature? What if we were told
that almost all modern technologies in various
domains of human endeavour are environ-
ment-polluting and nature-unfriendly?
Furthermore, how will you take the insinuation
that most of the above technologies are also
devoid of human values?

They are, unfortunately.

We have to go to the fundamentals of mate-
rial nature. We have to go to the original, time-
less knowledge base provided in the Vedic scrip-
tures by the omniscient, divine creator of the
universe. All humans are His creation, and He
handed down to the earliest humans at the
dawn of creation, more than 1.96 billion years
ago, all knowledge in coded and cryptic form.
That fundamental knowledge is embodied in
the universal, timeless, and cosmic scriptures
called the Vedas.

It stands to reason that the master and
creator of the universe knows best how
humans created by Him should live and
behave-what type of technologies they should
develop and use for preserving peace, stabili-
ty, and health. He provided to humans a set of
coded principles or values called Dharma for
assiduous adherence by humans. Dharma is the
code of righteous living and includes, in its
broad ambit, pure, unsullied, true knowledge
which even covers all sciences and technolo-
gies. Let us see how today’s technologies are
harsh on all the primordial elements of Mother
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able after use. All modes of electric-
ity generation-coal or diesel-based
thermal, hydropower, nuclear
power, and even solar and wind
power-are not without well-known
deleterious effects on the environment. Solar
panels are largely bio non-degradable after a
lifespan run of 25 years. Wind power turbines
pose hazards to birds.

Chemical process industries are heavily air-
polluting. Petroleum and petrochemical indus-
tries are both earth-polluting and air-polluting.
Oil-digging and extraction activities create
big holes below the earth which, apart from
upsetting the proportion of natural substances
underground, disturb the disposition of the
earth’s tectonic plates.

The baneful effects of the release of factory
pollutants, even after treatment by chemicals,
into rivers and seas contaminate natural water
bodies, thus adversely affecting aquatic flora
and fauna.

Continuous use of chemical fertilisers and
genetically modified seeds is leading to erosion
of soil fertility and undermining the intrinsic,
natural quality and flavour of cereals, fruits, and
vegetables.

Ether, the other prime element of Mother
Nature, is being heavily defiled by electromag-
netic radiation in the form of microwaves ema-
nating from mobile telephony towers and other
wireless communication equipment. This
important aspect needs more elaboration. The
microwaves are not low-frequency waves;
they have a high frequency, falling between
radio waves and infrared on the electromag-
netic spectrum. They are of a frequency higher

than radio waves but lower compared to
visible light. Microwaves have frequencies
from approximately 300 MHz to 300 GHz and
are used for applications like radar, cell phones,
and cooking.

The content of microwaves in natural back-
ground radiation is being increased by exten-
sive generation of microwave energy for these
applications. This is disturbing the natural pro-
portion of microwaves in the ethereal space and
hence polluting it.

And global warming is eloquently exhibiting
that our fancied technologies are vitiating the
subtle primeval element of fire (Agni) of Mother
Nature. The most recent technological wonders
are computer hardware, computer software,
and artificial intelligence.

These are primarily intended for increasing
gross economic output or replacement of
humans by machines or computing algo-
rithms. This is going to exploit more and
more of natural materials, including rare earth
metals, and leave post-usage residual sub-
stances that are only partially recyclable, and
their recycling processes are also environment-
degrading.

We now come to human values that are sup-
posed to go with technologies and their usage.
AVedic derivative text-Maha Upanishad-carries
the message that the world is one family and
all humans are connected through fraternal
bonds, being children of the one creator.

This divine message indirectly conveys that
humans, cutting across nations and continents,
should treat other humans as members of one
global family and design institutions, systems,
and even technologies and technology-based
processes accordingly.

Further, moderation (non-greed), compas-
sion, honesty, and truthfulness are values that
must be adhered to in both development and
usage of technological implements. They
should be conducive to equitable wealth cre-
ation and distribution. Simply stated, our tech-
nologies should not only be environment-
friendly but also aligned with eternally relevant,
divine human values. Our scientists, engi-
neers, and, most of all, political leaders should
become alive to the above stark truths and take
corrective action before it is too late.

Let us not wait to face the powerful, retribu-
tive fury of Mother Nature, some of the milder
symptoms of which are already being seen in
the form of climate change, flooding of cities,
cracking of roads, melting of snow peaks,
violent landslides, and crumbling hillsides.

The author is a management @ @dailypioneer
consultant based in New Delh @ @atul49561

@ dailypioneer

Rajasthan outlines roadmap
for $4.3 trillion growth

SURYA
SARATHI RAY

The Rajasthan government has chalked out a long-
term plan to transform the state from a resource-
driven economy to a $4.3 trillion innovation-led
powerhouse by 2047. According to the recently
unveiled Developed Rajasthan @2047 vision doc-
ument, the state, currently the seventh-largest
economy with a Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) of approximately $197 billion, aims to
increase the GSDP to $350 billion by 2028-29 and,
by 2047, reach an ambitious $4.3 trillion.

The vision document has identified five sectors
— manufacturing, renewable energy, mining,
tourism, and services — to drive the economy
forward. Aware that achieving the target will not
be easy and will require a mix of industrial diver-
sification, private investment, technology adop-
tion, and policy reforms, the state has prioritised
plans to create jobs, empower small businesses,
and modernise industries. It proposes to turn the
state into one of India’s most investment-friend-
ly destinations.

The vision document emphasises that “eco-
nomic progress must reach people,” signifying
that growth would not be limited to big cities —
rural clusters, small towns, and border districts
will also become engines of opportunity.
Rajasthan’s economic blueprint puts technolo-
gy and sustainability at its core. The government
aims to make the state a hub for digital innova-
tion and green manufacturing. From solar energy
to hydrogen projects, renewable power will be
the backbone of Rajasthan’s future economy.

Rajasthan s already India’s largest producer of
cement, zinc, marble, and solar power.

leadership of Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
the state is positioning itself as the country’s
renewable energy capital — where solar fields
stretch across the horizon and windmills turn the
desert breeze into power. Special mention is
deserved for the state’s clean energy front.

With more than 300 days of sunshine each year
and vast stretches of land ideal for clean energy
projects, Rajasthan has a natural advantage. A
shift is taking place — from being a producer of
energy to building a green economy, where fac-
tories, farms, and cities all run on sustainable
power. Guided by the Viksit Rajasthan @2047
roadmap, the Chief Minister aims to
make Rajasthan a hub for solar, wind, and
green hydrogen.

The plan focuses on expanding renewable
energy capacity, encouraging private invest-
ment, and linking clean power to job creation and
industrial development. From the blazing sun of
the Thar to the corridors of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s
renewable revolution is gathering pace — turning
sunlight into strength and vision into reality.

While solar parks are already lighting up
homes across Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Barmer,
wind projects are also being scaled up in western
districts, with hybrid systems combining both
sources to ensure round-the-clock supply. By 2047,
more than 70 per cent of the state’s electricity is
expected to come from renewables. The Bhajan
Lal Sharma government is also steering Rajasthan
towards the next frontier - green hydrogen.

With pilot projects underway in Jodhpur and
Barmer, the state plans to produce clean hydro-
gen fuel using renewable electricity. Partnerships
with private companies and global investors are
in motion, positioning Rajasthan as a potential
exporter of green fuels in the coming decade. By
2047, Rajasthan envisions itself not just as an
energy supplier but as a model of sustainable
living. The vision is to combine ecological
balance with economic expansion — ensuring

that development never comes at

It now wants to move beyond raw pro- ~
duction to value-added industries. @
MSMEs remain central to the plan
and will be strengthened with easier
financing, skill support, and e-market access.
Technology and sustainability will be at the core
of the transition.

In its efforts to ensure the ease of doing busi-
ness, the state government is keen on simplify-
ing clearances, digitising compliance, and reduc-
ing red tape.

The vision document predicts that by 2047,
Rajasthan’s young workforce will be among the
most skilled in India. Training centres and indus-
try-linked courses will prepare young people for
modern sectors, including robotics, data analyt-
ics, clean technology, and digital marketing.
Rajasthan is quietly scripting one of India’s most
remarkable green transformations. Under the

the cost of nature. Another defining
feature of Sharma’s plan is its

he Pioncer
SIKEYXE emphasis on inclusivity.

The renewable energy push is
reaching villages, where locals are being trained
to manage small solar parks and microgrids.
Women'’s cooperatives are adopting solar-
powered equipment for irrigation and food
processing. By 2047, Rajasthan aims to be not only
a supplier of clean energy but also a model for
how development and ecology can coexist.
Under Bhajan Lal Sharma’s leadership, the desert
state is showing that sustainability is not a slogan
— it is a strategy for growth.

@ dailypioneer

@ @suryasarathi

@ dailypioneer

The authoris a
research scholar
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TTP commander
killed in Khyber

A commander belonging
to the banned terror
outfit Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) was killed
on Thursday in a joint
operation with the
Counter Terrorism
Department in the restive
Khyber Pakhthunkhwa
province of Pakistan on
Thursday, police said. The
intelligence-based
operation in the Amberi
Kalla area of Karak, in
southern Khyber
Pakhthunkhwa, turned
into a fierce gun battle
that lasted for nearly four
hours leading to the
death of Hakeem Nisar,
the TTP commander.
During the exchange of
fire, three police
personnel sustained
injuries and were
immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital for
treatment. Security
officials described
Hakeem Nisar as a high-
value target involved in
multiple acts of
terrorism, including
attacks on security forces
and targeted killings in
the region.

Border security

stepped up

Nepal has stepped up
security along its border
with India in the wake of
Assembly elections in
Bihar, officials said on
Thursday. Authorities from
both countries increased
surveillance at the Jatahi
border checkpoint, which
was closed during the day
as part of intensified
security, they said. The
closure of the border and
tightened security were
aimed at checking any
untoward incidents during
the election, they added.
Security personnel
from Nepal and India
have been engaged in
patrolling the area.
According to the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
of Dhanusha, Ganesh
Bahadur Bam, Nepal
Police personnel
collaborated with
India's SSB to reinforce
border checks. The Indo-
Nepal border in
Dhanusha is being
closely monitored.

Eight planes shot down
India-Pakistan conflict:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

Known to make inconsis-
tent comments, US President
Donald Trump now claims
that eight planes were shot
down during the war
between India and Pakistan
in May, once again without
specifying who they
belonged to.

Addressing the America
Business Forum in Miami,
Florida, on Wednesday,
President Trump, updated
the number of planes
downed between the two
countries to eight from seven.
until now, the US President
has been maintaining that
seven planes were shot down
during the conflict.

“Pakistan and India. [ was
in the midst of a trade deal
with both of them, and then.
I heard they were going to
war. Seven planes were shot
down, and the eighth was
really badly wounded. Eight
planes were shot down
essentially,” Trump said.

Trump also reiterated that
India and Pakistan “made
peace” after he threatened
the two nuclear-armed
neighbours with snapping
trade deals if they continued
their military conflict, a claim
he has repeated several
times since then.

“I said, this is war. ‘I'm not
going to make any trade
deals with you guys unless
you agree to peace’. The
two nations said, ‘No way.
This has nothing to do.’ I said,
‘It has everything to do. You
are nuclear powers. I’'m not

m PTI

trading with you. We’re not
making any deals with you if
you’re at war with each
other’,” Trump claimed.

“A day later, I get a call
saying, ‘We made peace’.
They stopped. I said, ‘Thank
you. Let’s do trade’. Isn’t that
great? Tariffs did that...
Without tariffs, that would
have never happened,”
Trump said amid applause.

He said that in eight
months, he ended eight wars,
including Kosovo and Serbia,
and Congo and Rwanda, that
were going on for a long
time. Since May 10, when
Trump announced on social
media that India and Pakistan
had agreed to a “full and
immediate ceasefire” aftera

“long night” of talks mediat-
ed by Washington, he has
repeated his claim over 60
times that he “helped settle”
the tensions between the
two neighbouring countries.

India has consistently
denied any third-party inter-
vention. India launched
Operation Sindoor on May 7,
targeting terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir in retalia-
tion for the April 22 Pahalgam
attack thatkilled 26 civilians.
India and Pakistan reached an
understanding on May 10 to
end the conflict after four
days of intense cross-border
drone and missile strikes.

In his remarks in Miami,
Trump went on to add that

he helped solve the conflict
between Israel and Iran,
Egypt and Ethiopia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan and
Cambodia and Thailand.

“All of them were in war...
Some of the wars were 32
years old. One was 38 years
old. I got some of these
settled in an hour. No help
from the United Nations at
all,” Trump said.

He added that around the
world, America is making
peace through strength
“because they know they’re
not going to mess around
with us. Nobody’s going to
mess around with us”.

“All great economic deals,
great for everybody,” the US
president said.

Pakistan, Afghanistan to resume talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M slamabad

Pakistan and the Afghan
Taliban were set to resume
peace talks in Istanbul on
Thursday, aiming to tackle
the issue of cross-
border terrorism and avoid
further escalation between
the two sides.

Clashes broke out between
the border troops on October
11, resulting in casualties on
both sides. Pakistan claimed
that at least 206 Afghan
Taliban and 110 Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan operatives
were Killed, while Pakistan
suffered the loss of 23 soldiers.

A ceasefire was agreed
between the two sides on

October 15, which had been
extended during the two
rounds of talks held on
October 19 in Doha and
October 25 in Istanbul.

The temporary truce is
still holding, but mutual acri-
mony is evident on social
media and in the statements
of officials from both sides.

The Istanbul talks were
heading towards failure, but
the situation was saved by
Turkiye, and another round
was agreed for which offi-
cials of the two countries
have reached Istanbul.

For the third round, being
facilitated jointly by Turkiye
and Qatar, Pakistan’s delega-
tion is being led by Lt Gen
Asim Malik, director general

of the Inter-Services
Intelligence and national
security advisor, and includes
senior officials from the mil-
itary, intelligence agencies,
and the Foreign Office.

The Afghan Taliban’s dele-
gation includes General
Directorate of Intelligence
(GDI) chief Abdul Haq Waseq,
Deputy Interior Minister
Rehmatullah Najib, Taliban
spokesperson Suhail Shaheen,
Anas Haqqani, Qahar Balkhi,
Zakir Jalali and Afghanistan’s
chargé d’affaires in Ankara.
The talks are expected to con-
tinue for two days.

A joint statement was
issued by the Turkish foreign
ministry, following the last
round of talks, stating that

Typhoon Kalmaegi moves toward Vietnam

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Nha Trang (Vietnam)

Typhoon Kalmaegi headed
toward Vietnam, with heavy
rains battering the coast and
strong winds uprooting trees
ahead of expected landfall
late on Thursday, forecasters
said. Earlier, the typhoon left
more than 100 people dead
and dozens missing in the
Philippines.

An unusually strong storm
for the region in November, it
was packing sustained wins of
about 183 kph with gusts
reaching up to 220 kph over
the South China Sea as it
approached Vietnam, said
forecasters. It was likely to
make landfall between Quang
Ngai and Gia Lai provinces in
central Vietnam, they said.

Vietnam’s central
provinces are already reeling
from floods due to record-
breaking rains. Kalmaegi is
forecast to dump more than
600 millimetres of rain in
some areas.
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Typhoon Kalmaegi in Liloan on Thursday PTI

Bracing for Kalmaegi

In coastal cities like
Danang, waves up to 3 metres
high battered the coast and
strong winds uprooted trees
in Dak Lak province. Many
homes in Quy Nhon, also a
coastal city, were left without
power for hours.

The country’s financial
hub, Ho Chi Minh City, faces
a heightened risk of severe

floods. High tides were also
expected on the Saigon River,
and authorities warned up to
100 millimetres of expected
rainfall could inundate
low-lying areas.

Across the central
Philippines, Kalmaegi killed at
least 114 people and left 127
missing in what was the
deadliest natural disaster to
hit the country this year.

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos |r declared
a state of emergency on
Thursday. After sowing death
and destruction in the
Philippines, especially in the
hard-hit central province of
Cebu, the tropical cyclone
blew out of the archipelago
on Wednesday into the South
China Sea.

In Cebu’s town of Liloan,
Krizza Espra went to the mor-
tuary on Thursday, where
the bodies of her husband
and three children, killed
when their roof collapsed,
were held ahead of a wake.
She said four other of her
family members — including
her mother and aunt —
remain missing. “I hope
someone can help speed up
the search,” she said.

The typhoon displaced
more than 560,000 villagers
in the Philippines, including
nearly 450,000 who were
evacuated to emergency
shelters, the Office of Civil
Defense said.

Pope Leo meets Palestinian
President Abbas

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Vatican City

the State of Palestine.”

Pope Leo XIV met Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
for the first time on Thursday, and the two men discussed
the urgent need to provide assistance to civilians in Gaza
and to pursue a two-State solution to end the conflict in the
region. The meeting, which lasted about an hour and was
described as “cordial” in a brief Vatican statement, comes
nearly a month after the US-brokered ceasefire agreement
came into effect in the Gaza Strip.

“During the cordial talks, it was recognised that there is
an urgent need to provide assistance to the civilian
population in Gaza,” the Holy See said. Abbas was visiting
the Vatican to mark the 10th anniversary of the signing of
the "Comprehensive Agreement between the Holy See and

“all parties have agreed on
continuation of ceasefire”
and “to put in place a mon-
itoring and verification
mechanism that will ensure
maintenance of peace and
impose a penalty on the vio-
lating party”.

It also stated that “the
principals” from both sides
would reconvene in Istanbul
on November 6 to discuss
implementation.

Early this week, Pakistani
military spokesman Lt Gen
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
accused Kabul of harbouring
the TTP fighters, saying that
stopping attacks from Afghan
soil was a demand of Pakistan
on which there would be no
compromise.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Kyiv

Ukrainian drones struck a
major oil refinery in Russia’s
Volgograd region for the
second time in almost three
months, Ukraine’s general
staff said on Thursday.
Russian officials did not
confirm the attack,
although the local governor
said drones started a fire at
an unspecified industrial
facility in the region.
Ukraine’s general staff
said in a statement that the
attack took place the previ-
ous day. The refinery is the
largest producer of fuel
and lubricants in Russia’s
Southern Federal District,
processing more than 15
million tons of crude annu-
ally —about 5.6 per cent of
the country’s total refining
capacity, according to
Ukrainian officials.

Denmark eyes
new law to
protect
citizens from
Al deepfakes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Copenhagen

In 2021, Danish video game
live-streamer Marie
Watson received an image
of herself from an
unknown Instagram
account. She instantly
recognised the holiday
snap from her Instagram
account, but something
was different: Her clothing
had been digitally
removed to make her
appear naked. It was a
deepfake.

“It overwhelmed me so
much,” Watson recalled. “I
just started bursting outin
tears, because suddenly, |
was there naked.”

In the four years since
her experience, deepfakes
— highly realistic artificial
intelligence-generated
images, videos or audio of
real people or events —
have become not only
easier to make worldwide
but also look or sound
exponentially more realis-
tic. That’s thanks to tech-
nological advances and
the proliferation of gener-
ative Al tools, including
video generation tools
from OpenAl and Google.

These tools give mil-
lions of users the ability to
easily spit out content,
including for nefarious
purposes that range from
depicting celebrities
Taylor Swift and Katy
Perry to disrupting elec-
tions and humiliating
teens and women. In
response, Denmark is
seeking to protect ordi-
nary Danes, as well as
performers and artists
who might have their
appearance or voice imi-
tated and shared without
their permission.

A bill that’s expected to
pass early next year would
change copyright law by
imposing a ban on the
sharing of deepfakes to
protect citizens’ personal
characteristics — such as
their appearance or voice
— from being imitated and
shared online without
their consent.

If enacted, Danish citi-
zens would get the copy-
right over their own like-
ness. In theory, they then
would be able to demand
that online platforms take
down content shared
without their permission.

Ukraine claims it has hit major
Russian oil refinery with drones

Russia and Ukraine have
traded almost daily
assaults on each other’s
energy infrastructure as
US-led diplomatic efforts
to stop the nearly four-
year war make no impact
on the battlefield.

Ukraine’s long-range
drone strikes on Russian
refineries aim to deprive
Moscow of the oil export
revenue it needs to pursue
its full-scale invasion. Russia
wants to cripple the
Ukrainian power grid,
seeking to deny civilians
access to heat, light and
running water in what Kyiv
officials say is an attempt to
“weaponise winter.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
foreign countries are
helping Kyiv in its efforts
to keep the power grid
operating amid Russia’s
onslaught.

Cameroon’s president
Paul Biya sworn in again

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Yaounde (Cameroon)

Cameroon’s long-time leader
Paul Biya was sworn in on
Thursday for a new seven-
year term following his victory
in last month’s presidential
election, which his opposition
rival has described as “a con-
stitutional coup.” Speaking
to Parliament, the world’s
oldest president promised to
stay faithful to the confidence
of the Cameroonian people
and vowed to work for a
“united, stable and prosper-
ous” country.

The 92-year-old incumbent,
who is Africa’s second-longest
serving leader, took the oath
of office during a session of
parliamentin what residents
describe as the heavily mili-
tarised and partially deserted
capital, Yaounde.

Priscilla Ayimboh, a 40-
year-old seamstress in
Yaounde, doesn’t see a new
term for Biya as likely to
change anything.

“I'm tired of Biya’s rule
and I nolonger care whatev-
er he does. It’s a pity. |
wonder what will become of
Cameroon in the next seven

53.66 per cent of the vote,
ahead of his former ally-
turned-challenger Issa
Tchiroma Bakary, who scored
35.19 per cent.

There were protests in
several parts of Cameroon
days after the October 19
vote, followed by a three-day
lockdown this week after
Tchiroma claimed victory and
alleged vote tampering. The
government has confirmed
that at least five people were
killed during the protests,
although the opposition and
civil society groups claim the
figures are far higher.

Tchiroma insists Biya was
awarded a “fraudulent”
victory in the election.

“The will of the
Cameroonian people was
trampled that day, our sover-
eignty stolen in broad day-
light,” Tchiroma wrote on
Wednesday night. “This is
not democracy, it is electoral
theft, a constitutional coup as
blatant as it is shameful.”

Biya came to power in 1982
following the resignation of
Cameroon’s first president
and has ruled since following
a2008 constitutional amend-
ment that abolished term

years: there are no roads,
water, and jobs,” she said.
Munjah Vitalis Fagha, a
senior politics lecturer at
Cameroon’s University of
Buea, told The Associated
Press that Biya’s inaugura-
tion was “taking place in a
tense yet controlled political
atmosphere, marked by
deep divisions between the
ruling elite and a growingly
disillusioned populace.”
Fagha added, “The ceremo-
ny occurs amid calls for polit-
ical renewal, ongoing securi-
ty challenges in the
Anglophone regions, and
widespread concerns over
governance and succession.”
Cameroon’s top court on
October 27 declared Biya the
winner of the election, with

“Practically every day, our
power engineers, repair
brigades, and the State
Emergency Service of
Ukraine are carrying out
restorations on-site after
attacks: hits keep occur-
ring across various points,
especially in our communi-
ties, and especially near
the Russian border and
close to the front,”
Zelenskyy said late
Wednesday. Ukraine, mean-
while, has attempted to
strike targets on Russian
soil with domestically devel-
oped long-range drones.

Ukrainian forces also
struck three fuel lubricants
facilities in the Russian-
occupied Crimean peninsu-
la and a storage and assem-
bly base for Russia’s Shahed
drones in an occupied area
of Ukraine’s eastern
Donetsk region, the general

staff statement said.

limits. His health has been a
topic of speculation as he
spends most of his time in
Europe, leaving governance
to key party officials and
family members. He has led
Cameroon longer than most
of its citizens have been alive
— over 70 per cent of the
country’s almost 30 million
population is below the age
of 35. If he serves his entire
term, Biya will leave office
nearly 100-years old.

The results of his nearly
half-century in power have
been mixed; armed insur-
gencies in both the north
and west of the country,
along with a stagnant
economy, have left many
young people disillusioned
with the leader.

Bangladesh
artists perform
in Karachi after
18 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Bangladeshi artists returned
to Pakistan after 18 years
with their presence at the
World Culture Festival being
held, marking a renewed
chapterin cultural exchanges
between the two countries.

Bangladeshi artists, includ-
ing a few Hindu performers,
are participating at the
Karachi Arts Council event,
with one of them Shireen
Jawad performing on
Wednesday night.

Founder of Bangladesh Art
Week, Neharika Mumtaz, who
is leading the Bangladesh
delegation here, said the invi-
tation from the Arts Council to
take partin the festival was a
welcome opportunity. The
opportunity for Bangladesh
artists in Pakistan after nearly
18 years.

Pakistan minister visits office
of Hafiz Saeed’s banned JuD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Lahore

A Pakistani minister and close aide to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday visited the office of the
Pakistan Markazi Muslim League (PMML), a political face of
Hafiz Saeed's banned Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD), in Punjab

and met its leaders.

Minister of State for Interior Senator Talal Chaudhry visited
the PMML House, Faisalabad, some 130 km from Lahore,
where he was received by PMML leaders. His visit is seen as
an “official patronage” of the Shehbaz regime to Saeed's
political outfit. Saeed, the Mumbai attack mastermind, has
been in Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail since 2019 after he was
convicted in multiple terror financing cases. In a statement,
the PMML said that during the visit, Chaudhry held a
detailed meeting with the party leadership.
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US airports among 40 targeted
by shutdown-related flight cuts

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Washington

Airports in New York, Los
Angeles and Chicago along
with hubs across the US are
among the 40 that will see
flights cut starting Friday
due to the Government shut-
down, according to a list
distributed to the airlines
and obtained by The
Associated Press.

The Federal Aviation
Administration announced
Wednesday that it would
reduce air traffic by 10 per
cent across 40 “high-
volume” markets to main-
tain travel safety as air traffic
controllers exhibit signs of
strain during the ongoing
Government shutdown.

The airports impacted
cover the busiest across the
US — including Atlanta,
Denver, Dallas, Orlando,
Miami, and San Francisco. In
some of the biggest cities —
such as New York, Houston
and Chicago — multiple air-
ports will be affected.

The FAA is imposing the
flight reductions to relieve
pressure on air traffic con-
trollers who are working
without pay during the
Government shutdown and
have been increasingly
calling off work. Controllers
already have missed one pay-
check and are scheduled to
again receive nothing next
week as as the shutdown
drags on and the financial
pressure on them mounts.

The FAA has already been
delaying flights at times when
airports or its other facilities
are short on controllers.

Attackers board ship
after firing grenades

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Dubai

Attackers firing machine
guns and rocket-propelled
grenades boarded a ship,
en route to South Africa from
India, off the coast of Somalia
on Thursday, officials said,
likely the latest assault by
resurgent Somali pirates
operating in the region.

The British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre
issued an alert over the
attack, warning ships in the
area. The private security
firm Ambrey also said that
an attack was underway,
saying it targeted a Malta-
flagged tanker heading from
Sikka, India, to Durban,
South Africa.

Ambrey added that it
appeared to be an assault
by Somali pirates, who have
been reported as operating
in the area in recent days
and who seized an Iranian
fishing boat to use as a
base of operations. Iran has
not acknowledged the
fishing boat’s seizure, called
the Issamohamadi. Details
of the attacked vessel cor-
respond to the Hellas
Aphrodite, which changed
its track and slowed down
at the time of the attack.
The ship’s owners and man-
agers could notimmediate-
ly be reached for comment.

Another maritime securi-
ty firm, the Diaplous Group,
said the attacked tanker had
a crew of 24 mariners, all of
whom reportedly locked
themselves into the ship’s
citadel for safety during the
attack. The vessel did not
have an armed security
team aboard it, the firm
added. The European
Union’s Operation Atalanta,

Airlines said they would try to
minimize the impact on trav-
ellers. United Airlines said it
would focus the cuts on
smaller regional routes that
use smaller planes like 737s.
Passengers should start to
be notified about cancella-
tions Thursday. The AAA rec-
ommended that travelers
download their airline’s app
and turn on notifications.
United Airlines and Delta Air
Lines both said they will offer
refunds to passengers who
opt not to fly — even if they
purchased tickets thataren’t
normally refundable.
Experts predict hundreds if
not thousands of flights could
be canceled. The cuts could
represent as many as 1,800
flights and upwards of
268,000 seats combined,
according to an estimate by
aviation analytics firm Cirium.
“I’'m not aware in my 35-
year history in the aviation
market where we’ve had a

a counter-piracy mission
around the Horn of Africa,
did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. That EU force has
responded to other recent
pirate attacks in the area and
had issued a recent alert to
shippers that a pirate group
was operating off Somalia
and assaults were “almost
certain” to happen.

Thursday’s attack comes
after another vessel, the
Cayman Islands-flagged
Stolt Sagaland, found itself
targeted in a suspected
pirate attack thatincluded
both its armed security
force and the attackers
shooting at each other, the
EU force said. Piracy off the
Somali coast peaked in
2011, when 237 attacks
were reported. Somali
piracy in the region in 2011
cost the world’s economy
some $7 billion, with $160
million paid out in
ransoms, according to the
Oceans Beyond Piracy
monitoring group.

The threat was dimin-
ished by increased interna-
tional naval patrols, a
strengthening central gov-
ernment in Somalia, and
other efforts. However,
Somali pirate attacks have
resumed at a greater pace
over the last year, in part
due to the insecurity
caused by Yemen’s Houthi
rebels launching attacks in
the Red Sea corridor over
the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip.

In 2024, there were seven
reported incidents off
Somalia, according to the
International Maritime
Bureau. So far this year,
multiple fishing boats
have been seized by
Somali pirates.

situation where we’'re
taking these kinds of mea-
sures,” Bedford said
Wednesday. “We’re in new
territory in terms of
Government shutdowns.”

Air traffic controllers have
been working unpaid since
the shutdown began Oct. 1.
Most work mandatory over-
time six days a week, leaving
little time for side jobs to help
cover bills and other expens-
es unless they call out.

Mounting staffing pres-
sures are forcing the agency
to act, Bedford said.

“We can’t ignore it,” he
said, adding that even if the
shutdown ends before Friday,
the FAA wouldn’t automati-
cally resume normal opera-
tions until staffing improves
and stabilises. Bedford and
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy said Wednesday
that they would meet with
airline executives to figure
out how to safely implement

Israel 1dentifies latest hostage remains as student

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Jerusalem

Israeli authorities confirmed
on Thursday that the
remains of a hostage
returned the previous day
from Gaza are of a Tanzanian
agricultural studentin Israel
who was killed on October 7,
2023, in the Hamas-led attack
that started the war.

The development was the
latest step forward under
the US-brokered ceasefire.
The office of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the remains
were identified as those of
Joshua Loitu Mollel and that
his family has been notified.

Mollel, 21, had arrived at
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the reductions. Major air-
lines, aviation unions and
the broader travel industry
have been urging Congress to
end the shutdown, which on
Wednesday became the
longest on record.

The shutdown is putting
unnecessary strain on the
system and “forcing difficult
operational decisions that
disrupt travel and damage
confidence in the US air travel
experience,” said US Travel
Association President and CEO
Geoff Freeman in a statement.

Duffy warned on Tuesday
that there could be chaos in
the skies if the shutdown
drags on long enough for air
traffic controllers to miss
their second full paycheck
next week. Duffy said some
controllers can get by
missing one paycheck, but
not two or more. And he has
said some controllers are
even struggling to pay for
transportation to work.

kibbutz Nahal Oz only 19
days before the attack, after
finishing agricultural college
back home and looking to
gain experience in Israel he
could apply in Tanzania. He
is survived by two parents
and four siblings in Tanzania.

“Joshua’s return offers
some comfort to a family that
has endured unbearable
uncertainty for over two
years,” the Hostages and
Missing Families Forum
Headquarters said in a state-
ment. There are now six
bodies of hostages that
remain in Gaza. Militants
have released 22 bodies of
hostages since the ceasefire
began last month. Among
the six bodies still in Gaza is

Jewish community feels insecure
in Singapore, says Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Singapore

Members of the Jewish com-
munity in Singapore have
faced “unpleasant incidents,
hostility, both online and
offline”, amid global ten-
sions over the Israel-Hamas
conflict, Minister for Home
Affairs K Shanmugam said as
a warning to a multi-ethnic
society of over six million.
Speaking at the Chesed-El
Synagogue on Thursday
during its 120th anniversary
celebration, Shanmugam
said Jewish residents now
feel “less secure”.

“l came here today
because there has been feed-
back from the Jewish com-
munity about how reactions
in Singapore. To events over-
seas have impacted the lives
of some members of the
Jewish community,” the
Channel News Asia quoted
the Minister as saying.

Shanmugam, who is also
Coordinating Minister for
National Security, cited
several recent incidents. In
September, toilets in some
international schools in
Singapore were vandalised
with anti-Israel vulgarities.
Jewish students are
enrolled in these schools,
according to the Channel
report.

Last month, a passing
motorist shouted “free
Palestine” at a member of the
Jewish community who was
wearing a skullcap, or kippah,
on the way to the synagogue
at Waterloo Street, a more
than a century-old holy place
for the Jews in the central
business district of the pros-
perous city State.

“In Singapore, followers of
any faith who wear visible
markers of their religion.
Should never be made to
feel targeted based on their
religion,” said Shanmugam.

Police investigate swastikas
painted with blood in Germany
ASSOCIATED PRESS M Hanau (Germany)

Police in Germany said on Thursday they were
investigating the appearance of swastikas painted with
human blood and smeared on dozens of cars, some
mailboxes and building facades in the central town of
Hanau. Police spokesman Thomas Leipold said officers
were alerted Wednesday night when a man reported that
he noticed the shape of a swastika applied in a reddish
liquid on the hood of a parked car.

A special test quickly revealed that the substance was
human blood. Police said that in total, almost 50 cars had
been defaced in a similar way. “The background is
completely unclear,” Leipold said, adding that investigators
did not know if specific cars, mailboxes and buildings were
targeted or if the swastikas were applied randomly.

Indian-Americans hail
new era in US politics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

Members of the Indian-
American diaspora have
hailed the victory of New
York City Mayor-elect
Zohran Mamdani, describ-
ing his win as historic and
a sign that immigrant
stories are now shaping
the narrative in the US.

“Last night felt like the
dawn of a new era. With
Zohran Mamdani’s historic
win, in the same moment
New York welcomes its
first Indian-origin mayor,
we are witnessing a shift
in how this city under-
stands identity, belong-
ing, and power,” Founder
and CEO of NYC-based
educational and cultural
organisation The Culture
Tree Anu Sehgal told PTI on
Wednesday.

She said Mamdani’s
victory speech reflected a
pro-immigrant conviction
that New York is built by
those who arrive, strive,
and rise. “It was filled with
cultural Easter eggs only our
community would recog-
nise... From quoting Nehru
to closing to the beat of
Dhoom,” Sehgal said.

Acknowledging that chal-
lenges lie ahead, Sehgal
said what is undeniable is
that “South Asian and immi-
grant stories are no longer
just part of the narrative,
they are shaping it”.

South Asian community
leader and former Deputy
Comptroller of Nassau
County, Dilip Chauhan,
congratulated Mamdani
and said he was delighted
to see a fellow South Asian
American devoted to

public service and com-
mitted to his vision for the
city. Chauhan, an early
supporter of Mamdani,
said the mayor-elect’s
victory reflected people’s
trust in his leadership.

“He inspires hope for a
brighter future and stands
as a role model for every
immigrant. Wishing him all
the best in continuing to
serve and uplift our com-
munities,” Chauhan said.

Indian American Impact
Fund, a community organ-
isation, said the results of
Tuesday’s election “proved
that whether it’'s city
council, mayor, or
statewide office, South
Asian Americans are part
of the political future of
this country”.

It said that 19 of its
endorsed candidates across
the US won elections,
including Virginia’s first-
ever South Asian woman
elected to statewide office,
Lt Governor-elect Ghazala
Hashmi, and New York’s
first South Asian mayor
Zohran Mamdani. Other
notable wins included the
re-election of Cincinnati
Mayor Aftab Pureval and the
election of Joe Khan as
District Attorney of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania.

Chintan Patel, Executive
Director of the Indian
American Impact Fund,
congratulated all
endorsed candidates who
won and lauded those
who ran for office.

“We can only ensure
positive change happens
by building community
and being at the table
where decisions are
made,” Patel said.

that of Sudthisak Rinthalak,
agricultural worker from
Thailand, the only non-Israeli.

Hamas returned 20 living
hostages to Israel on October
13. The subsequent
exchanges of the dead are
the central component of
the initial phase of the deal
which requires Hamas
return all hostage remains as
quickly as possible. The
exchanges have gone ahead
even as Israel and Hamas
have accused each other of
breaching other terms of
the agreement.

Israel has handed over
285 bodies, according to the
International Committee of
the Red Cross, which handles
the exchanges.

Health officials in Gaza
have said identifying the
remains handed over by
Israel is complicated by a
lack of DNA testing Kkits.
Israel has not disclosed how
many bodies it is holding or
where they were recovered,
but has been returning 15
each time the remains of an
Israeli hostage are returned
from Gaza.

Hamas has said that recov-
ering bodies is complicated by
the widespread devastation in
the coastal enclave and has
returned one to three bodies
every few days. Israel has
pushed to speed up the
returns and in certain cases
has said the remains were not
those of hostages.

Trump says he will not attend
G20 Summit in South Africa

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B New York

US President Donald Trump
has said he will not attend the
G20 Summit to be held in
South Africa later this month,
questioning the country’s
membership in the grouping
of major economies.

South Africa, which assumed
the year-long G20 Presidency
on December 1, 2024, will
host the Summit in
Johannesburg from November
22 to 23, the first time the
meeting of G20 leaders will be
held on African soil.

“l am not going. We have a
G20 meeting in South Africa.
South Africa shouldn’t even
be in the Gs anymore because
what's happened there is bad.
I'm not going. | told them I'm
not going. I'm not going to
represent our country there. It
shouldn’t be there,” Trump
said while addressing the
America Business Forum
Miami in Florida on
Wednesday.

The US will take over the
G20 Presidency from South
Africa on December 1, 2025,
and will chair the grouping
until November 30, 2026.

British Army chief meets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Islamabad

British Army chief Gen Charles
Roland Vincent Walker on
Thursday met his Pakistani
counterpart Asim Munir and
the two officers discussed
ways to boost bilateral
defence cooperation.

During the meeting at
General Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi, matters of mutual
interest, regional security and
measures to further enhance
bilateral defence cooperation
were discussed, according to a
statement by the Pakistan
Army. The two sides also
reiterated the need for
continued collaboration to
ensure peace and stability in
the region.

General Walker appreciated
the Pakistan Army's
achievements and sacrifices in
the fight against terrorism

Pakistani counterpart

and its efforts for regional
peace and stability.

Earlier, upon arrival at GHQ,
General Walker laid a floral
wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada.
He was presented with a
guard of honour. The military
officials of the two countries
regularly interact with each
other. Munir last met General
Walker during his five-day
official visit to the UK in
February, where he delivered
a keynote address at the
annual 7th Regional
Stabilisation Conference at
the Royal Military Academy in
Sandhurst.

In May 2024, then-CGS
General Sir Patrick Sanders
paid a visit to Pakistan, where
he met Munir, with General
Walker present as well as the
CGS-designate. Munir and
then-CGS General Sanders
also metin May 2023 as the
latter visited Rawalpindi.

Bangladesh approves law prescribing death penalty
for perpetrators of enforced disappearance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Bangladesh’s interim
Government on Thursday
approved a draft ordinance
prescribing the death
penalty for perpetrators of
“enforced disappearance”,
amid the ongoing trial of
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and 15 serving
military officers over crimes
against humanity.

“This is a landmark law. It
will ensure that enforced
disappearances never occur
again in the country,” press
secretary of Chief Adviser
Yunus, Shafiqul Alam, said at
a press conference after the
advisory council, effective-
ly the cabinet, approved
the draft.

He said the law crimi-
nalises the establishment of
secret detention centres
such as “so-called

Aynaghar” and obligates
courts to conduct trials
under the proposed law
within 120 days of the filing
of charges. After President
Mohammad Shahabuddin’s
assent, the ordinance will
likely be enforced in the
case of 15 army officers,
Hasina and several of her
colleagues in the ousted
Government, including the
former police chief.
Bangladesh International
Crimes Tribunal’s chief pros-
ecutor on October 16 sought
the death penalty for
deposed premier Sheikh
Hasina, alleging that she
was the “mastermind and
principal architect” behind
the crimes against humani-
ty committed during the
mass protests last year.
Hasina, 78, faces multiple
cases in Bangladesh after
being ousted in August last
year following the mass

student-led agitation in the
country. According to a UN
rights office report, up to
1,400 people were killed
between July 15 and August
15 last year as Hasina’s gov-
ernment ordered a security
crackdown on protesters.

Hasina is facing the trial in
absentia at Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT-BD) along with several
ministers of her government,
while 15 serving military offi-
cers also appeared on the
dock from the cantonment,
complying with the tribunal’s
arrest warrant.

The military officers’ court
appearance on October 22
came amid widespread
speculations and unease
over their trial in a civil court
under a newly amended ICT-
BD law instead of a military
court under the Army Act.

The ICT-BD prosecutor
earlier warned the army of

declaring 15 of their officers
“fugitives” unless they were
produced on the dock on the
due date. The third amend-
ment to the ICT-BD law, orig-
inally enacted to try hard-
ened collaborators of
Pakistani troops during the
1971 Liberation War, sug-
gested that people charged
under the law would be
immediately disqualified to
hold public offices and gov-
ernment services.

But the military officers
charged under the law to be
tried in the ICT-BD still hold
their position, and the pros-
ecution too called them as
serving officers, creating a
dilemma over their status.

Bangladesh army on
Thursday said the govern-
ment was yet to issue a clear
directive regarding the job
status of the officers, but
added the issue demanded a
legal explanation.

Indian envoy in Shanghai
felicitates Raagi of Amritsar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Beijing

Consulate General of India in Shanghai, Pratik Mathur on
Thursday met the visiting Raagi from Golden Temple in
Amritsar, Bhai Maninder Singh ji and felicitated him. “CG
Mathur met revered Bhai Maninder Singh ji, eminent
Raagi from Sri Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple), Amritsar, on
the auspicious occasion of Prakash Utsav of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji," the Consulate in Shanghai said in a post on X.

Raagi, a Sikh musician, performs kirtan or the devotional
hymns from the Guru Granth Sahib.

“Warm exchange of greetings on #Gurupurab, reflecting
on Guru ji's eternal message of Ek Onkar, equality, honest
living and selfless service to humanity”, Mathur said.

CG expressed deep gratitude for Bhai Sahib's visit to
Shanghai and appreciated his global efforts.
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Indus International School Hyderabad made a remarkable mark at the 7th ISSO
Athletics National Megt 2025, held at Gachibowli Stadium, Hyderabad, Several
Indus athletes also earned selection for the SGFI Nationals, including Vihaan
Chowdavaram, Suhaas Varma, Parth M, Shiriyal Tanneeru, Tanvi Reddy Lokireddy,
Gogineni Nikhil Nanda, Abhinav Nandhikonda, Shrika Reddy Myla, and others —
a proud moment for the institution.on the occasion, Farida Faraz, Principal of
Indus International School Hyderabad, expressed immense pride.

Curtain Raiser-Date Announcement of Hilife Exhibition all set to present its §
November Fashion Special Edition on 14th, 15th, 16th November 2025 at
HICC - Novotel, Hitech City, Hyderabad. Actress Prantika Das, Amiksha,
Preetie and Fashion Lovers at Banjara Hills in Hyderabad on Thursday.
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Lloyds Offshore Global Services Pvt Ltd,
the technology and innovation hub of
Lloyds Banking Group, proudly
announces a major milestone in its
commitment to community welfare. On
November 6, 2025, the organization set a
new benchmark for corporate
philanthropy by donating an
unprecedented 100,000 kilograms (one
lakh kg) of rice in a single day to multiple
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
across Hyderabad. Sirisha Voruganti,
Chief Executive Officer & Managing
Director, Lloyds Technology Centre,
commented on the achievement.
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Jyotsna Kompalli, Program Director,
Tandanana - Annamacharya International Music
Competition 2025; Dr. Shoba Raju, Founder —
President ,Dr. Nanda Kumar, Subba Rao,
Program Advisor, at a Press Conference being
hosted by Annamacharya Bhavana Vahini, Grand
Finale of TANDANANA - Annamacharya
International Music Competition 2025, celebrate
the timeless beauty of Indian devotional music
and the legacy of the great saint-composer, Sri
Tallapaka Annamacharya at Annamacharya
Bhavana Vahini, Annamayyapuram.
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BROOKFIELD ASSET MANAGEMENT
ANNOUNCES LANDMARK $12 BILLION

Brookfield Asset Management (NYSE: BAM, TSX: BAM) today

Kotak mutual fund launches ¥
the potential of rural india

K ofak Mahindra Asset Management Company Ltd. (KMAMC) is

Photos by- SV Chary

announced its plan to invest $12 billion in Andhra Pradesh’s

renewable energy sector over the next three years. This landmark
commitment, one of the largest single overseas investments in India's
green energy sector, underscores Brookfield's confidence in the state’s
growth potential and its long-term strategy for India.The investment is
set to span the entire green energy value chain. Brookfield is
exploring significant projects, including investments in Indosol’s
integrated manufacturing facility, Navayuga’s renewable energy
portfolio, and other large-scale manufacturing and green hydrogen
projects. This comprehensive investment plan follows productive
discussions between Andhra Pradesh IT and Electronics Minister Nara
Lokesh and Brookfield’s global and India leadership, including Global
President Connor Teskey and Managing Partners Nawal Saini, Ankur

pleased to announce the launch of the Kotak Rural

Opportunities Fund, an open-ended equity scheme following
Rural and allied theme. The scheme opens for public subscription
from 6th November 2025 to 20th November 2025.The fund aims to
generate long-term capital appreciation by investing predominantly
in equity and equity-related securities of companies engaged in or
benefiting from India’s rural transformation. The benchmark index for
the scheme will be the Nifty Rural Index (TRI).While launching the
fund, Nilesh Shah, Managing Director, Kotak Mahindra Asset
Management Company Ltd. said, “Rural India is no longer just about
agriculture, it's the new growth frontier of Bharat .Arjun Khanna,
Fund Manager, Kotak Rural Opportunities Fund said, “Our outlook
on the rural theme is structurally. From financial inclusion to digital

150th Birth Anmversgry of Bharat Ratna gnd folrrpe.r Deputy Prime M|n|ster Sa_rdar \{za_llabhbhal Fatel ,Tms commemorative event aims T e e e R B S Gupta, and Arpt Agrawal. The planned invesiments in Andhra
to honor Sardar Patel's monumental role in India’s integration and his unwavering vision for national unity. The celebration will feature transformation driven by opportunity, aspiration, and policy. Rising Pradesh are a comerstone of Brookfield's broader strategy to
classical dance performances, musical presentations, Organized by Reet Kala Sangam, Hyderabad under the guidance of its Secretary rural income growth and consumption are now integral to India’s ;‘%"gﬁﬂgz 3*"383(;55” 'gg('jf’i‘tﬁ%”tfg't'ﬁe‘gg 't‘)?"?ggi?gaffgng'r'“"” 0
P. Pattnaik, and Sponsared by Ministry of Culture, Government of India, The event will be held on November 4th and 5th 2025,at macro story. The Kotak Rural Opportunities Fund aims to help TN St Aan SELER
) ' D ! ' ) ' +— investors participate in this shift one that aligns with India’s journey commitment, Brookfield is planning further substantial investments in
Telugu University and Ravindra Bharathi, Hyderabad. toward inclusive and balanced economic development.” Andhra Pradesh’s real estate and hospitality sectors.
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A senior manager in a reputed mutual fund recently
dropped a bombshell within the investing communi-
ty. Speaking at a prominent (financial) investment con-
ference, he said that the country’s stock market has
entered a new phase in this century. Unlike the 1980s,
1990s,2000s, and 2010s, the entire set of risks are borne
by the investors, both retail and institutional, and not
by the financial entities. This is because the latter, which
include development financial institutions, and banks,
avoid stocks and equities for varying reasons. Thus,
there are no safety valves for the direct investors. They
are on their own, and they need to deal with their risks.
There is no one to save them, and no one to make them
aware of the anchoring, and other cognitive biases. “The
risk-taking for the entire country today lies with the
investors,” said Sankaran Naren, ICICI Prudential
AMC's chief investment officer.

During the 1980s, when the stock market boomed
for various reasons, including the role played by the
cash-rich Unit Trust of India, a host of state-owned
development institutions such as IDBI, ICICI (now a pri-
vatised bank), and IFCl were invested in shares. Apart
from giving loans for the nation’s progress, especial-
ly in heavy industries and infrastructure, these entities
held significant equity holdings in the companies. It
was possibly to secure the large loans, or have a say
in nation-building. In fact, their voting rights were so
significant that they could sway decisions against the
promoters, if the need arose. In several sensitive sit-
uations, like takeovers, they would play major roles,
especially as they were puppets of the ruling regimes.
For example, they stalled the late Swraj Paul’s desire,
which was initially aided by politics, to take over iconic
Indian firms. They did the opposite by preventing the
Ambani takeover of L&T.

Simultaneously, and during the 1990s, the banks took
over from the development agencies, whose role
declined, and almost-vanished due to the economic
reforms. As the financial sector opened, the
Governmentdiluted a part of its stake in state-owned
banks, and allegedly gave more autonomy, the banks
became more excited about equities. According to
Naren, this was more so in the 2000s, especially “in the
2007-08 cycle.” Over time, as the banks were saddled
with chunks of bad loans, including by willful default-
ers, they became risk-averse. Despite goading by the
finance ministry, they remained aloof to both lending,
and equities. They were more interested in recover-
ing any portion of the non-performing assets. This is
reflected in the existing shareholding patterns of the
listed firms, where Life Insurance Corporation (LIC),
mutual funds, foreign investors, and retail investors
together hold major percentages. This is especially true
of firms, where the promoters’ stakes are low.

What has happened in the last decade or so is the
phenomenal cash flows with LIC, and unbelievable
inflows into mutual funds. The foreign pipeline, which
spurted during the 1990s, continued to pump hundreds
of billions of dollars into Indian equities. There were
major differences. Being state-owned, LIC was nudged
and pushed by the Government. Recently, it was
embroiled in a controversy over investmentin a large
group, which it denied. Foreign investors remained
fickle, with sudden inflows and outflows to manage
risks, hedge uncertainties, and cater to quarterly
returns. Thus, mutual funds, by default, became the
champions of Indian investments. In the recent past,
despite huge withdrawals by the foreigners, the
domestic fund flows via mutual funds have not only
resuscitated the markets, but grown the indices to
induce attractive returns. Conversely, felt Naren, fund
managers, plush with funds, are pushed to invest in
expensive stocks, irrespective of their valuations.

Although the mutual funds have created multiple,
almost confusing, options for the investors, this has had
the opposite effect. It has impeded the decision-making
of the fund managers. As Naren explained, thanks to
the specialised vehicles, if the retail investors root for
small-cap, midcap, or large-cap categories, the fund
managers have no choice. “If SIPs come in costly
midcaps, the midcap manager will invest in costly
midcap issues,” he said. This creates a non-virtuous
cycle of hyped valuations since the inflows keep
growing, and there is an urgency to be invested in spe-
cific categories. So, while private equity and foreign-
ers sell to benefit from high valuations, and knowledge-
able ones exit at the right time, the retail investors keep
buying because the fund managers have no option but
to keep the money busy. In addition, the small
investors are keen to invest in equities, and avoid debt
and balanced-advantage funds, which distort their port-
folios, and continuously enhance risks.

The trick, according to Naren, is two-fold. First, retail
investors need to understand that the long-term
implies long-term. According to him, investors pay lip-
service to long-term goals; they may say they wish to
be invested for 20 years, but very few stay for 10 years.
In addition, their portfolios, as mentioned earlier, are
lopsided. “Do not put everything in one asset class.
Asset allocation is the only way to stay safe,” warns
Naren. Thus, financial advice, financial knowledge, due
diligence, and reading the fine print is essential to
understand risks, take appropriate decisions, and
increase the asset basket. No one, apart from the
investors themselves, can save them. The policy-makers
and regulators will constantly be a few steps behind
the risks, and act once the horses have bolted the
stables.
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Grandstanding States’ Tribute

It is always a conundrum of a half-filled glass,
or half-empty one when it comes to policy and
tax implications. There are ways to praise the
decisions, and there are ways to undermine the
actions. It depends on the outlook and mindset
of the critic, chosen period, and desired conclu-
sions through unique calculations. Hence, it is
not surprising that a recent report states that
GST collections may exceed the Union Budget’s
expectations in this fiscal year. Another one looks
at GST collections through another prism, and
finds that states are the losers in the GST
regime, and will remain so.

Obviously, the spate of reports emanates from
the rationalisation via lower rates, and less slabs.
Lower rates can result in lower numbers if
volumes do not take off. In such a scenario, the
states’ share can slump. The reports gained con-
fidence, in varying ways, from the October 2025
GST collections, which went up by under five per
cent. According to a report by SBI Research, GST
revenue will be higher than the budgeted pro-
jections, and in line with growth assumptions
made by the GST Council. Thus, higher volumes
will trump lower rates, which is reflected in the
October numbers.

The October collections were for sales in
September, when due to expectations of lower
GST rates, there was minimal buying in the first
three weeks, and most of the sales, especially
of big-ticket purchases, took place during the
Navratri period, which began on September 22.
Despite this slag, and lack of buying desires, espe-
cially after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
announcement of the forthcoming changes on
August 15, revenues were up. Once the
November numbers for the sales in October
(Dussehra and Diwali included) come in, one will
know the actual implications.

Most states, states the SBI report, will benefit,

which will lead to higher revenues in 2025-26.
It estimates that the progressive and industri-
al states of Maharashtra will gain by six per cent,
and Karnataka by almost 11 per cent. Other ben-
eficiaries will include Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and
Haryana, with an outlier like Telangana (8.6 per
centrise). Even the so-called weaker states will
benefit: Bihar (9.3 per cent), and Punjab (6.7 per
cent). Some states will be large losers: Himachal
Pradesh (minus 6.3 per cent), Jharkhand (minus
5.2 per cent), and Uttarakhand (minus 4.6 per
cent).

Comparing state-wise October 2025 figures with
October 2024 ones, of the 28 states, 16

states.”

In a contradictory report, PRS legislative
Research found that the states’ GST revenues,
when compared to the pre-GST collections
from sources that were subsumed under GST,
like value-added tax, sales tax, excise duty, etc.,
have suffered. They declined from 6.5 per cent
of the GDP in 2015-16 to 5.5 per cent in 2023-24.
In the four years before 2015-16, the states
received an average 2.8 per cent of GDP from the
central pool. This dropped to 2.7 per cent in the
first year of GST, 2.3 per cent (Covid year), and
bounced back to 2.8 per cent in 2024-25. PRS

expects an adverse impact now.

clocked negative figures, with the
main losers being Jharkhand (minus
15 per cent), Uttarakhand (minus 13 per
cent),and Andhra Pradesh (minus nine
per cent). The biggest gainers were the
puny states like Nagaland (46 per cent), and
Arunachal Pradesh (44 per cent). Some of the
largest states were in the black, and included
Karnataka (10 per cent), and Gujarat (six per cent).
Maharashtra (three per cent), and Tamil Nadu (four
per cent) were in the positive. The outlier:
Telangana (10 per cent).

What is remarkable is that the predicted state-
wise losses did not materialise. Reports indicat-
ed that Karnataka’s monthly loss would be more
than 7,000 crore; gain in October 2025 over
September 2025 was %900 crore. In the case of
Telangana, the loss was estimated at nearly 600
crore a month; the figures showed an increase
of overZ700 crore. At the national level, the pre-
dicted annual loss in revenue ranged from less
than 50,000 crore to a mind-boggling
%10,00,000 crore. The SBI report stated that the
“strong momentum (in October 2025) ... belies
not only the near-absurd fear of large falls... it
refutes the apprehension expressed by the

There are extreme differences
between the states. Some of the
larger states such as Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, and Punjab wit-
nessed “relatively large drops” in rev-
enues from subsumed taxes. Smaller states,
especially the North-East ones such as
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, and
Sikkim, gained. According to the Fifteenth
Finance Commission, the improvement was due
to the “destination-based principle of taxation
under the GST regime.” This is pertinent because
44 per cent of the states’ annual own-tax rev-
enues came from the State GST, 20 per cent from
sales tax, 14 per cent from state excise, and 12
per cent from stamp duty and registration.

SBI Research’s historical evidence proves
the opposite. Its report states that when GST was
rationalised earlier in 2018 and 2019, there was
no weakening in collections. “Instead, the evi-
dence points to a temporary adjustment phase
followed by stronger inflows. While an imme-
diate reduction in rates can cause a short-term
dip of 3-4 per cent month-on-month, revenues
typically rebound with a sustained growth of 5-
6 per cent per month,” explains the report. In
the past, such trends resulted in additional rev-
enues of %1 trillion. Rationalisation is not just a
“short-lived stimulus” but a “structural measure,”
which tends to widen the tax base.

For example, in 2018, the two subsequent
months after the rate cut witnessed a decline
of three per cent each, before monthly revenues
picked up by more than eight per cent, and
nearly 10 per cent. Similarly, in 2019, the slumps
were higher, up to 6.5 per cent per month. The
uptick was lower, nearly four per cent in the third
month after the rate cut, and 8.5 per cent in the
fourth month. The fact remains that rate cuts
come with simplification, which “reduces com-
pliance burdens, and enhances voluntary com-
pliance.” They are steps towards “long-term
revenue buoyancy, and greater efficiency.”

Hence, one needs to wait for the January 2026
collection figures, which will pertain to the sales
in December 2025, to be sure of the impact of
the double-Diwali bonanza this time. It is too
early to reach conclusions, and this is applica-
ble even to the sectors. There is much enthusi-
asm about the higher sales of cars, two-wheel-
ers, and appliances, which was partially triggered
by the pent-up pre-festive season demand. Only,
when things settle down, and stabilise, and life
returns to normal after the New Year’s can we
gauge the trends.
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In a recent order, the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) did more than
settle a dispute between WhatsApp and the
Competition Commission of India (CCI). The
court drew a line between law and data
privacy in the fast-growing digital economy,
and revealed how to deal with platform
power in the age of surveillance capitalism.
While the tribunal upheld the over3200 crore
penalty on Meta Platforms, the parent of
WhatsApp, Facebook, and Instagram, it lifted
the CCI's five-year ban on data sharing
between WhatsApp and other Meta entities.

The decision gives Meta a reprieve, and
breathing space, even as it does not lower the
warning flag. For Meta, the order restores flex-
ibility in its most valuable market. WhatsApp
accounts for 535.8 million monthly active
users in India, its largest global base. Across
Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp, it
reaches more than 850 million Indians.
Meta’s India unit recorded 322,730 crore in
advertising revenues in 2023-24, a 24 per cent
year-on-year growth. Net profit rose 43 per
cent to ¥505 crore. At the global level, Meta
reported $164.5 billion in revenue in 2024, up
22 per cent.

By allowing data sharing, NCLAT reopened
the pipes that connect WhatsApp’s chat uni-
verse with Meta’s wider advertising and
business platforms. This restores the moneti-
sation model via business messaging, inte-
grated storefronts, and targeted ad delivery.
“We welcome the NCLAT’s decision. While we
await the written order, we continue to reit-
erate that WhatsApp’s 2021 privacy-policy
update did not change the privacy of people’s
personal messages, which remain end-to-end
encrypted,” a Meta spokesperson said. The tri-
bunal accepted that while CCI can scrutinise
data-sharing practices due to a dominant
position, a blanket ban is excessive.

Experts read the order as a legal signal that
India wants to regulate Big Tech with firm-
ness, and not fear. The upcoming Digital
Competition Bill 2025 is expected to introduce
ex-ante obligations for large digital platforms,
which are akin to the clauses in European
Union’s Digital Markets Act (DMA). But the
former has more flexibility. NCLAT's order
aligns with the idea that India can curb
exploitative conduct without stifling innova-
tion or investments. The fact remains that
global regulators are redefining what consti-
tutes dominance in the digital era, and most
roads lead to data.

The DMA came into effect in May 2023 and
designated six companies that include
Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, ByteDance, Meta,
and Microsoft as “gatekeepers.” The law
limits how these firms use personal data

1 Hacker Way

across services, prohibits self-preferencing,
and mandates user consent for targeted
advertising. It requires interoperability
between the messaging platforms to prevent
user lock-in. The objective is to give users and
smaller businesses more control over how
data is used, and to make markets more con-
testable. In the US, regulators are more
aggressive.

The US Department of Justice has filed
antitrust cases against Google for its domi-

Australia’s market dynamics. The goal is to
reduce data-based dominance, and give
consumers the ability to move between ser-
vices. Across the three markets, the converg-
ing message is that data is a source of
market power, and unrestricted integration
across platforms is a structural advantage that
can distort market competition.

Although India’s position is similar in
spirit, it is different in execution. It seeks to
encourage growth, and keep dominance in
check. For the country’s more than half a
billion WhatsApp users, the implications of
the NCLAT ruling will be both visible and invis-
ible. They can expect a seamless experience

nance in search and advertising technologies,
and the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) con-
tinues to monitor Meta’s acquisitions and data
practices. The approach is focused on struc-
tural remedies such as divesti-

tures or business separations,

rather than a single rulebook %f
(EU). For consumers, this may *
eventually mean more trans-

parency, and reduced switching costs, though
the progress remains slow and politically con-
tested.

The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission completed a five-year inquiry
into digital platforms, and proposed a regime
of mandatory codes of conduct, and interop-
erability mandates. This framework borrows
from the EU model, but is tailored to

loneer

as WhatsApp, Instagram, and
Facebook talk to each other. This
may lead to better shopping,
faster business responses, and
more contextual recommenda-
tions. Small businesses may benefit from the
synergies. Yet, the users have little visibility
into how their metadata is used to refine algo-
rithms. The removal of the data-sharing ban
means greater operational freedom for Meta,
as well as higher dependence on users’
trust.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act
2023 provides a legal foundation for consent

and purpose limitation. Over time, users are
expected to gain clarity and control, includ-
ing the right to access, correct, and erase data.
For now, however, much depends on Meta’s
transparency, and the government’s enforce-
ment consistency. India’s competition and
data protection frameworks are still works-
in-progress. CCI’s interventions against
WhatsApp signals a willingness to treat data
concentration as an antitrust issue. NCLAT has
refined that stance, confirming that compe-
tition authorities can act when data policies
limit user choice or coerce consent.

The recent order possibly reflects the
country’s broader legal-digital philosophy,
which is to regulate through accountability,
rather than restriction. While the EU sets
upfront rules, India prefers a case-by-case
approach that allows room for correction
without shutting down innovation. This has
attracted attention from regulators in other
nations such as Indonesia, Brazil, and Nigeria,
who are watching India’s experiment on how
to balance growth and governance.

Yet, this legal back-and-forth is not com-
plete, and is an evolving issue. The CCl may
review NCLAT’s order, and approach the
Supreme Court to challenge it. A verdict by
the apex court will set a binding precedent
on whether data can be treated as a deter-
minant of market dominance under the
Competition Act. Such a decision, along with
future ones, will shape digital regulation. For
Meta, the immediate task is twofold: leverage
its freedom while rebuilding user confi-
dence. The company’s attempts to position
WhatsApp as a one-stop solution for pay-
ments, commerce, and services depend on
the trust. If users perceive otherwise, it can
become a vulnerability.

Hence, the NCLAT order is less of a
triumph, and more of a checkpoint in the
evolution of data governance. India’s reg-
ulators are maturing, learning from global
precedents, and adapting to local realities.
For consumers, it implies a future of more
interconnected yet closely watched digital
ecosystems. The underlying tensions will
persist. Integration offers convenience but
concentrates power. Regulation promises
fairness but risks friction. A balance between
the two will decide how India governs its
data economy. India looks at Europe for
intent, and America for ambition. But it acts
with local instincts, and a desire to adapt
to local needs.
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SPORTS

Bowlers fire as India take 2-1 lead vs Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Carrara (Gold Coast)

India defended a modest
total with a stifling bowling
performance for a 48-run
win over Australia in the
fourth T20 International to
grab an unassailable 2-1lead
in the five-match series here
on Thursday.

The architects of India’s
win were Axar Patel and
Shivam Dube who shared
two wickets each to put
Australia on the backfoot in
the run chase.

Washington Sundar struck
thrice towards the end as
India comfortably defended
168 with Australia folding
up for 119 in 18.2 overs after
being 91/3 at one stage.

The final T20 will be played
in Brisbane on November 8.
The opening match of the
series was washed out in
Canberra.

Openers Matthew Short
(30 off24) and Mitchell Marsh
(25 off 19) got Australia off the
blocks smoothly in the run
chase but a flurry of wickets
in the middle overs pushed
the hosts to a point of no
return. After Axar trapped
Shortin the powerplay, Dube
removed Marsh and Tim
David (14 off 9) in successive
overs to make a telling
impact on the game. The

Patil back at
favourite ground
as India gear up
for ISSF World
Championships

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Three years after being
crowned world champion,
men’s 10m air rifle shooter
Rudrankksh Patil will return
to his favourite range in
Cairo, aiming for more glory
when the I[SSF World
Championships (Rifle/Pistol)
begins on Saturday.

India has sent a strong
contingent for the presti-
gious event, with the likes of
double Olympic bronze-
medallist in Paris, pistol
shooter Manu Bhaker, the
immensely talented Suruchi
Inder Singh, 50m rifle stal-
wart Anjum Moudgil and the
reigning Asian champion in
50m rifle 3-positions
Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar
being a part of the strong
group. However, Rudrankksh
will be the marksman to
watch, having made a huge
impact at the 2022 World
Championships in Cairo by
becoming only the second
Indian after Abhinav Bindra
(2006, Zagreb) to win the 10m
air rifle gold and showcase
his exceptional talent.

The Thane shooter, who
was still a teenager when
he became world champion,
is now among the
country’s leading 10m air
rifle exponents.

After the disappointment
of missing qualification for
the Paris Olympics last year,
he will be eager to reassert
his dominance at a venue
that has brought him
immense success — having
won the President’s Cup gold
in 2022 and two top-podium
finishes in the men's individ-
ual and mixed team events at
the 2023 ISSF World Cup.
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Indian players celebrate after winning the T20 cricket international against Australia in Carrara, Australia
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wicket of Marsh came off his
second ball before he sur-
prised David with a short ball
in the following over.
Arshdeep Singh too picked
awicketin the middle overs
and the game seemed done
and dusted when Glenn
Maxwell saw his exposed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Auckland (New Zealand)

Mark Chapman blasted 78
from 28 balls including a
half-century from only 19
deliveries as New Zealand
beat the West Indies by
three runs and leveled the
series at 1-1 on Thursday.

Chapman’s assault saw
New Zealand add 100 runs
from the ninth to the 16th
overs on the way to 207-5
after being sent in.

The West Indies struggled
at first against New Zealand’s
three-pronged spin attack
and was 94-6 after 13 overs.

But outstanding hitting
by Rovman Powell, who
made 45 from 16 balls,
Romario Shepherd with 34
from 16 and Matthew Forde
with an unbeaten 29 from 13
saw the West Indies reach

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Sydney

Australia captain Pat
Cummins is on track to
return for the second Ashes
Test but admitted that
he might not play all
four remaining matches
against England, given
the short turnarounds
between games.

Australia will be captained
by Steve Smith as Cummins
will miss the all-important
Ashes opener due to a back
injury and even though he
expects to be bowling full tilt
by the first Test, a decision
on his return will be taken
closer to the second Test
starting December 4.

The 32-year-old, who has

been sidelined by a lower-

stumps disturbed off the last
ball of Varun Chakaravarthy’s
fourth over. The stellar per-
formance came after a
middling batting effort. India
never got the momentum
they needed after a wicket-
less powerplay to end
with an underwhelming
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the last over needing 16 runs
with three wickets in hand.
Entrusted with the final over,
Kyle Jamieson conceded
fours from the first and third

back injury since July, was
able to bowl a spell of eight
overs without feeling any
pain in his back on
Wednesday. “That’s the aim
and we’re building our plan
to the second Test. It’s prob-
ably not until you get a
bit closer that you can
really know where you're
at,” Cummins was quoted
as saying by ‘cricket.Com.Au’
on Thursday.

“The good thing is that I'm
pulling up well and the body
is great. We're trying to keep
that second Test as a live
option. I'll have a really good
bowl in Perth, and by then
I'll know where I'm at,”
added Cummins.

Cummins, however, may
not feature in each of the
four Tests after missing the

167 for eight.

Abhishek Sharma (28 off 21)
and Shubman Gill (46
off 39) put on 56 for the
opening wicket before
India lost their way.

Promoted to number three
to counter Adam Zampa,
Shivam Dube (22 off18) could

i

balls, the second of which
was a no ball. Powell was out
to the fourth ball, caught by
Chapman who took three
catches in the innings to

Pat Cummins aiming to return for
second Ashes Test at Brishane

opener at Perth starting on
November 21 in order to
manage his workload.

“I'm pretty keen to play as
much as I can. But realistical-
ly, if we have a big game and
bowl 40 or 50 overs and
then there’s a game that
starts a few days later, it
might be a bridge too far,”
he said.

While there is a long gap
between the second and
third Tests to be played at
Brisbane and Adelaide
from December 4-8 and
December 17-21 respectively,
the remaining three Tests
will only have four-day gaps
between them.

“I'm trying to get right, and
if I get right then hopefully
I'll try to play most of itas |
can,” Cummins said.

not make a big impact while
skipper Suryakumar Yadav
(20 off 10) departed after
hitting a couple of sixes.
Pacer Nathan Ellis (3/21 in
4 overs) was the pick of the
Australian bowlers, using his
variations effectively.
Zampa leaked 45 runs in

NZ holds out West Indies by 3 runs in

complete a player-of-the-
match performance.

The West Indies needed
six from the last two balls but
managed only three runs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

his four overs but more
importantly, he got three
wickets including the dan-
gerous Abhishek.

Abhishek stepped out to
Zampa in the second ball of
his opening spell and dis-
patched it down the ground
for a maximum.

The southpaw tried to hit
another one out of the park
two balls later but was
caught at long on.

Abhishek could have been
out off the game’s second
ball by left-arm pacer
Ben Dwarshuis but Xavier
Bartlett grassed the early
opportunity. Abhishek’s
friend and opening partner
Gill, who is yet to make an
impact in the series, had to
work hard for his runs.

He released some pressure
with a massive hit off Marcus
Stonis in the cow corner
region before falling to a
back of the hand slower one
from Ellis.

The wickets kept falling
thereafter, robbing the
innings of any flow. Axar
Patel (21 not out off 11) got the
much needed boundaries
towards the end to push the
total past 160.

India lost four wickets for
42 runs in the last five overs
but a stellar bowling perfor-
mance carried them over
the line.

2nd T20

and finished 204-8.

“The West Indies boys,
they’re so strong they’re
never really out of the
game,” Chapman said. “It
was amazing that the boys
held their nerve at the end.”
Chapman went from 12 off 10
balls to 65 off 22 balls. He hit
24 runs including three sixes
in the 13th over, bowled by
Shepherd, then four fours
and a six in the 15th over
bowled by Jayden Seales.

New Zealand went from
83-2 after 12 overs to 140-3
after 15 and at the end of the
16th over was 163-3.

The West Indies bowlers
sentdown 11 wides, many of
them trying to put the ball
out of Chapman’s reach. It
was reminiscent of the
Toronto Blue Jays walking
Shohei Otani during the
World Series.

In what could mark a new
beginning for Indian football,
the game’s national federa-
tion AIFF has roped in two
overseas-based players —
Ryan Williams and Abneet
Bharti — for the national
camp ahead of the AFC
Asian Cup qualifier against
Bangladesh in Dhaka
on November 18.

The move reflects a bold
shiftin approach by the fed-
eration, opening the door
for Indian-origin players
and those willing to give
up foreign citizenship to
represent the country.

The camp begins in
Bengaluru on Thursday, with
both players expected to
join shortly.

If cleared, both players
will join the squad in Dhaka
for the November 18 qualifi-

er in a development that
could open the door for
many more such aspirants
and signal a new, inclusive
phase for Indian football.

Williams, a 31-year-old
midfielder born in Perth rep-
resented Australia at U-20, U-
23 levels and the senior team
as a second half substitute
during a friendly against
South Korea in 2019.

Smart batting key
to win: Suryakumar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Carrara

India skipper Suryakumar
Yadav credited his players’
tactical awareness with bat
and ball for his team’s 48-run
victory over Australia in the
fourth T20 here on Thursday.

Axar Patel and Shivam
Dube played pivotal roles as
India defended a modest
total of 168 with a disciplined
bowling performance to
take a 2-1 lead in the
five-match series.

“I feel credit goes to all the
batters. The way Shubman
and Abhishek started, they
knew this was not a 200-220
wicket. They batted very
smartly. It was a complete
team effort from the batters,”
Suryakumar said at the post-
match presentation.

Defending a competitive
score, the Indian bowlers
produced a clinical display,
with all of them among the
wickets.

“The message is clear. Me
and Gauti (Gautam Gambbhir)
bhai, we are on the same
page. There was a little dew
but the bowlers adapted
quickly,” he added.

All-rounders Shivam Dube
(2/20) and Washington
Sundar (3/3) made significant
contributions with the ball,
sharing five wickets between
them. “Always good to have
bowlers give you 2-3 overs.
This combination suits us.

People chipping in, raising
their hands, bailing their side
is great,” Suryakumar said.

Australia skipper Mitchell
Marsh expressed disappoint-
ment at the loss but
praised India’s all-round
performance.

“I thought 167 was par. It
provided us with a few chal-
lenges. We failed to go over
the line. Fair play to India and
they are a world-class team,”
Marsh said. With the Ashes
approaching, Australia
have had to make several
changes, with key players
leaving the T20 squad to
prepare for the upcoming
Test series against England.

“It is great. You ideally
want to have a full-strength
side at all times but the boys
have a big series coming up.
We want to give more boys
the opportunity. I think it’s
great especially in a high-
pressure game like this,”
Marsh added.

Player of the Match Axar
Patel said he focused
on assessing the pitch condi-
tions before making his
move with the bat and
looked to exploit the good
length while bowling.

“I batted at No. 7 and had
a chance to look at the
wicket. There was some
unexpected bounce, so |
waited for my position and
just hit,” said the 31-year-old,
who struck an 11-ball 21 to
boost India’s total.

India’s Suryakumar Yadav bats during a T20 cricket international between

India and Australia in Carrara, Australia

He also represented
English clubs Fulham and
Portsmouth before joining
former Indian Super League
champions Bengaluru FC in
2023. Earlier this year, he
expressed his desire to give
up his Australian passport
and take up Indian citizen-
ship and he recently got his
Indian passport.

AIFF president Kalyan

Dhruv Jurel’s hundred propels India A to 255 against South

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Bengaluru

Dhruv Jurel gave a scintillat-
ing demonstration of his
technical nous with a fighting
hundred, carrying India A to
arespectable 255 all out after
a top-order malfunction
against South Africa Aon the
first day of the four-day match
on Thursday.

Asked to bat first, India A
were in serious trouble, some
of their own making, at 126
for seven, but Jurel (132 not
out, 175b, 12x4, 4x6) and
Kuldeep Yadav (20, 87b)
milked 79 runs for a doughty
eighth-wicket stand to bail
them out.

Jurel’s innings stood out for
its marvellous adherence to
batting technique, helping
him survive the vagaries of
conditions, pitch and relent-
lessness of Protean bowlers
under largely overcast skies.

His batting neither touches
the vast expanses nor does it

have an element of derring-
do, butit’s based on stunning
compactness that allows him
to collect runs stealthily.

Even the six he hit off off-
spinner Prenelan Subrayen
over long on was not an
explosive act, but more a
melange of timing and
precise ball placement.

Later his slog-swept six off
Subrayen too was not a shot
hit in anger, but testified his
judgment and awareness of
field setting around him.

On other occasions, he
either leaned on his front-foot
to smother the spin or waited
late to turn the balls to on-
side for risk-free singles.

The pacers Tshepo Moreki
and Tiaan Van Vuuren (4/52)
found steady bounce off the
pitch here under overcast
skies, but Jurel was quick to
climb over the balls to guide
them past the point fielder for
boundaries.

Jurel flicked when the SA
bowlers slanted the balls

onto his pads, and pulled
out drives when they pitched
up to him. On the day, his
initial movement and foot-
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work were so decisive that he
seldom got stuck in no-man’s
land playing the shots.

The only time he looked
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awful at the crease was when
he attempted a lap shot in
vain off Van Vuuren.

Soon the 24-year-old

JURELS INNINGS
STOOD OUT FORITS
MARVELLOUS
ADHERENCE TO
BATTING TECHNIQUIE,
HELPING HIM SURVIVE
THE VAGARIES OF
CONDITIONS

fetched his fourth first-class
hundred with a single off
Van Vuuren, much to the
delight of his teammates and
a few spectators who hung
around the periphery of BCCI
Centre of Excellence grounds.

It was also his third
hundred in the last seven
innings after going past three
digits against Australia A
at Lucknow and the West
Indies at Ahmedabad.

Jurel has an equally unflap-
pable companion in Kuldeep,
who was dropped on four,
in his rescue mission, as
they batted 124 minutes and
173 balls across two sessions

to thwart the visitors’
advance of.

He had a slight collision
with SA wicketkeeper Connor
Esterhuizen that required a
medical check-up, and that
was the lone discomforting
moment during his long stay,
until a mix-up with Jurel
resulted in his run out.

Their partnership unfortu-
nately did not have any top-
order reflection as Sai
Sudharsan (17, 52b), KL Rahul
(19 off 40) and skipper
Rishabh Pant (24 off 20) got
out after getting starts.

Sudharsan was pinned on
the back foot by Subrayen
with a quicker one and
Rahul’s drive off Van Vuuren
ended in the big gloves of
Esterhuizen.

Pant was all aggression
but the desire to dominate
Moreki after getting hit on his
left thumb forced him to slap
the pacer straight to Marques
Ackermann at mid-off.

Opener Abhimanyu

PTI

Williams, Bharti join; new era for Indian football

Chaubey said the idea was
first brought up by Indian
star Sunil Chhetri during the
national camp in Kolkata in
May this year.

“Sunil Chhetri gave the
first information about Ryan
Williams, who wants to play
for India by giving up his
Australian passport. From
then on, the process started,”
Chaubey told PTI.

The federation then initi-
ated the necessary paper-
work with the government
support. Chaubey credited
the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, particularly
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, for fast-tracking
the process.

“It’s a collective effort for
expediting Ryan Williams’
passport process. Which
usually takes lot of time
(involving clearances from
several Ministries and agen-
cies),” Chaubey said.

Africa A

Easwaran did not even get a
start, as he played all over an
incoming delivery from Van
Vuuren to be caughtin front,
and Devdutt Padikkal snicked
the left-armer to Esterhuizen
as India A withered quickly.

Despite the top-order col-
lapse, Jurel’s brilliance provid-
ed a solid platform for India
A to rebuild.

His temperament and shot
selection under pressure reaf-
firmed his growing reputa-
tion as a technically sound
batsman. Kuldeep’s support
ensured that India A avoided
a total collapse, giving them
something to defend in the
second innings.

The partnership highlight-
ed the importance of compo-
sure and patience in challeng-
ing conditions. With such
performances, India A can
take confidence going
into the remaining days of
the four-day clash against
a strong South Africa A
bowling attack.




