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227 specialist doctors
recruited to strengthen 

govt hospitals

45 motorcycles seized in
cordon and search operation3

NATIONAL WATERSHED
CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
IN GUNTUR TODAY
The Department of Land
Resources, under the
Ministry of Rural
Development, in
collaboration with the State
government, is all set to host
the National Watershed
Conference in Guntur from
November 10 to 11.The two-
day national event will bring
together policymakers,
scientists, and development
experts to assess the
progress and future direction
of India’s watershed
development initiatives.

FULL REPORT ON P2

‘COALITION GOVT TAKES
EMPLOYEES FOR A RIDE
OVER PRC’
“Is there any real governance
happening in Andhra
Pradesh?” questioned
YSRCP leader and former
minister Buggana
Rajendranath, targeting the
coalition government.
Speaking to the media here
on Sunday, he lashed out at
the coalition government,
accusing it of deceiving
government employees.He
said, “The coalition
government cheated the
employees by promising a
better Pay Revision
Commission (PRC).

FULL REPORT ON P3

RAHUL GANDHI ALLEGES
MASSIVE VOTE CHORI 
IN HARYANA 
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday claimed
that he recently exposed vote
chori on a big scale in
Haryana, having around two
crore voters. “I recently
exposed vote chori on a big
scale in Haryana, which has
around two crore voters, and
where the electoral roll had
around 25 lakh 
names. Till date, neither
Modi nor (Chief Election
Commissioner) Gyanesh
Kumar have had...

FULL REPORT ON P5

TRUMP FACES
HURDLES IN UKRAINE
PEACE PUSH: RUSSIA
The US seems to be facing
headwinds in persuading
Volodymyr Zelenski and
NATO allies not to interfere
with its efforts for a peaceful
settlement of the Ukraine
crisis, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said
Sunday. Lavrov’s comments
came weeks after
unsuccessful efforts for a
summit between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
his US counterpart Donald
Trump, as a follow up of the
talks between...

FULL REPORT ON P8

2

Revanth Reddy’s remark a

political degradation: Rajnath

Yashdeep stuns Koreans,
Anshika impresses; India

second in recurve
12

5

PM hails Bhutan’s welcome

for Buddha relics
4

—KOMATIREDDY VENKAT REDDY,
TG ROADS, BUILDINGS AND

CINEMATOGRAPHY MINISTER

WE HAVE DECIDED TO
PROVIDE A CHANCE TO

SMALL ACTORS AS WELL.
SOON WE ARE GOING TO

ANNOUNCE AWARDS
FOR THE TELEVISION
INDUSTRY AS WELL

QUOTE OF THE DAY

PNS n Chittoor

Deputy Chief  Minister
Pawan Kalyan on Sunday
inaugurated the newly com-
missioned Kumki Elephant
Training Camp at
Musalimadugu village under
Palamaner mandal. It has
been set up on 20 acres of
land. Officials informed
Pawan Kalyan that four
Kumki elephants had been
brought from Karnataka.
They explained how these
elephants  would help
control wild elephants
entering human settle-
ments and agricultural
fields. Pawan Kalyan wit-
nessed the elephants’ exer-
cises.At the Musalimadugu
Kumki Elephant Training
Centre, in addition to the
four elephants brought from
Karnataka, three other
Kumki elephants are receiv-
ing specialised training.
During his visit, the Deputy
Chief  Minister  was
impressed by the demon-
strations conducted by the
elephants. In particular, he
was fascinated to see the
elephants performing a
salute.

He also observed how
elephants are used to
remove trees from the forest
and how they help control
rogue elephants. 

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

Pawan launches HANUMAN to
tackle human-elephant conflict

The Deputy Chief Minister also inaugurated  Kumki Elephant Training Camp

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalay being greeted by trained elephants at
the Kumki Training Camp in Musalimadugu in Chittoor district on Sunday  

PNS n Guntur

“Ill health is the truest form
of poverty. A person without
good health is the poorest of
all, no matter how much
wealth or status they
possess,” said Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu,
underscoring his govern-
ment’s commitment to
public health and wellness.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Super Specialty Eye
Care Centre at Sankara Eye
Hospital at Pedakakani in
Guntur district, the Chief
Minister said that the coali-
tion government’s foremost
priority is to ensure a healthy
life for every citizen in the
State. “Our mission is clear —
to build a Healthy, Wealthy,
and Happy Andhra Pradesh.
Health is not merely a gov-
ernment service; it is the
foundation of a strong
society,” he said.

Praising the Sankara Eye
Foundation for its decades of
selfless service, the Chief
Minister said the organisa-
tion stands as a shining
example of compassion and
dedication.

Referring to the institu-
tion’s origins under the guid-
ance of Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri
Shankar Vijayendra
Saraswathi Swamiji, the

Peetadhipathi of Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetham, the Chief
Minister said that the
Peetham’s vision of “service
as divinity” continues to
inspire the nation. “It is a
matter of pride to participate
in the foundation ceremony
of this new building. The
government will  fully
support such noble organiza-
tions that serve humanity
without expectations,” he
affirmed.

The Chief Minister special-
ly commended the hospital’s
Rainbow Programme for
focusing on children’s eye
health and its rural outreach

initiative, ‘Gift of Vision,’
under which 32,000 eye
camps have been organized
across villages. “This is not
just medical service—it is
humanitarian excellence,”
he said.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s major healthcare
reforms, Naidu said that his
administration is working
on a Universal Health
Insurance Policy that will
provide Rs 2.5 lakh coverage
per individual and up to Rs 25
lakh per family for advanced
medical care.

He also announced plans
to launch Digital Nerve

Centres—‘Sanjeevani’ in col-
laboration with Tata Group,
which will act as telemedi-
cine and health analytics
hubs across the state. “We
are building a digital health
ecosystem to store medical
records for all five crore cit-
izens and create individual
health profiles. This is part
of our broader mission for a
Preventive and Curative
Health Andhra Pradesh,” he
said.The Chief Minister paid
rich tributes to the Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetham for com-
bining spirituality with
social service. 

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

PNS n Amaravati

The State Cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, will
meet at 11 am on Monday to
take up a wide range of key
issues related to the state’s
development,  disaster
response, and administrative
reforms.

According to official
sources, one of the prime
items on the agenda is a
detailed review of the
upcoming CII Partnership
Summit scheduled to be
held in Visakhapatnam on
November 14 and 15. The
Chief Minister is expected to
review the arrangements for
the summit, which is likely to
attract several leading
national and international
investors. The Cabinet is also
expected to discuss invest-
ment proposals, infrastruc-
ture readiness, and mea-

sures to project Andhra
Pradesh as a global destina-
tion for industries and inno-
vation.

The Cabinet will further
take stock of the recent
cyclone’s impact across
coastal districts. Detailed
assessments of damage to
crops, houses, and public
infrastructure will be pre-
sented, followed by deliber-
ations on immediate and
long-term relief measures.
The Chief Minister is likely to
direct officials to ensure

quick disbursal of compensa-
tion to affected families and
the restoration of essential
services.

Another important item
on the agenda is the propos-
al for land allotments to
various industries, educa-
tional institutions, and
public projects. The govern-
ment aims to boost industri-
al growth and job creation
through transparent and
strategic land allocation
policies.

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

PNS n Amaravati

Roads and Buildings Minister
BC Janardhan Reddy on
Sunday said tenders for road
development works worth
over Rs 1,000 crore will be
invited soon.

He said the NDA coalition
government has already
taken up road repair works
worth Rs 2,500 crore since
coming to power, as part of
its mission to make Andhra
Pradesh pothole-free and
ensure smooth travel for the
public.

“Tenders for road develop-
ment works worth over Rs
1,000 crore will be called
shortly as part of our mission
to make Andhra Pradesh a

pothole-free state,” Reddy
said in a press release.

The minister said that
within five months of assum-
ing office, the TDP-led NDA
government had sanctioned
major road repair and main-
tenance projects to restore
road infrastructure across
the state.

Janardhan Reddy alleged
that the previous YSRCP gov-
ernment had neglected road
maintenance between 2019
and 2024, leaving thousands
of kilometres of roads in
"poor condition".

He added that the govern-
ment was exploring the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model to develop roads
without burdening the

public.
He alleged that former

Chief Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy had financially ruined
the Sate during his rule. He
criticised that the sins com-

mitted by the previous YSRCP
government during its five-
year tenure are still haunting
the people.The oath-taking
ceremony of the directors of
the Andhra Pradesh Road

Development Corporation
(APRDC) was held today
(Sunday) in Vijayawada. The
oath was administered to
four newly appointed direc-
tors by APRDC Managing
Director Srinivasa Reddy.

The Minister attended the
event as the chief guest and
addressed the gathering. He
alleged that the previous
Jagan-led government had
pushed the state into such a
state that people could not
even walk on roads for
several kilometers.

APRDC Chairman Pragada
Nageswara Rao also criti-
cised the former Jagan gov-
ernment, stating that the
condition of roads during
that time was deplorable. He

questioned why the previous
YSRCP government had
neglected the road mainte-
nance. He emphasised that
the current coalition gov-
ernment’s aim is to correct
the mistakes made by the
earlier governments. He
instructed officials to ensure
that there is no negligence in
road-related matters and
said that, following the direc-
tions of Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, steps
will be taken to develop
roads across Andhra Pradesh.
The minister also directed
the newly appointed direc-
tors to review the condition
of roads in their respective
regions and report the find-
ings to him.

State’s revenue
deficit breaches
140% of budget
estimate in H1
PNS n Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh’s revenue
deficit has already crossed
140 per cent of the budget
estimate, reaching Rs
46,652.41 crore in the first six
months of the current fiscal
against the projected Rs
33,186 crore for the entire
year.The figures indicate
that the state may have to
rely heavily on borrowings
or Central government
assistance to manage its
finances.According to the
latest statistics released by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), the fiscal
deficit for the
April–September period
stood at Rs 62,213.17 crore,
about 78 per cent of the pro-
jected Rs 79,926.90 crore for
the 2024–25 financial year.

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

During Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan's
visit to Chittoor district, an
unfortunate incident hap-
pened. As part of his visit to
Chittoor district on Sunday,
Pawan Kalyan visited the
Musalimadugu Elephant
Training Centre under
Palamaner mandal.
However, an unexpected
incident took place during
his visit. A woman was
injured after falling under
Pawan Kalyan’s car.

A large number of fans
and people gathered there

to see Pawan Kalyan after
hearing the news that he
was visiting Musalimadugu.
When Pawan Kalyan’s
convoy arrived, a scuffle
ensued among the crowd.
During this, a woman
named Hemalatha fell
down, and Pawan Kalyan’s
car ran over her
leg.Hemalatha was injured
in the incident and was
taken to Palamaner
Government Hospital.
Doctors reported that
Hemalatha’s leg was frac-
tured in the accident.

Woman injured during
Deputy CM’s visit

PNS n Amaravati

A seven-member central
team will visit Andhra
Pradesh on Monday and
Tuesday to assess the
damages caused by cyclone
Montha in six districts.

The Inter-Ministerial
Central Team (IMCT) led by
Pousumi Basu, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Home
Affairs, will inspect cyclone-
hit regions to evaluate the
extent of losses."The Central
Team will tour the affected
areas for two days to inspect
damages and interact with
impacted families directly,"
Andhra Pradesh State
Disaster Management
Authority Managing Director,
Prakhar Jain said.According

to Jain, on Monday, Team-1
will visit Bapatla district, while
Team-2 will cover Krishna,
Eluru, and East Godavari dis-
tricts. The next day, teams will
visit Prakasam, Konaseema
districts.The Central Team
comprises officials from agri-
culture, expenditure, water
resources, highways, rural
development, power, and
space departments, repre-
senting multiple ministries of
the Government of India, he
said.Jain said that the teams
will conduct field inspections,
review agricultural, housing,
and infrastructure damages,
and prepare reports on
cyclone impact for govern-
ment evaluation and assis-
tance.

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

GURUGRAM HORROR

Classmate shoots
at Class 11 student
PNS n Gurugram

A class 11 student was shot
at allegedly by his class-
mate using his father’s
licensed pistol in a flat in
Sector 48, police said on
Sunday.According to police,
the bullet got lodged in
the student’s neck, and his
condition remains critical.
He is being treated at a
private hospital.

An FIR has been regis-
tered at the Sadar police
station, and two minor stu-
dents have been appre-
hended in connection with
the case.Police said they
recovered one pistol, two
magazines, 70 cartridges,
and a bullet shell from the
spot.The incident took
place at around 9.30 pm on
Saturday. Three classmates
were in the accused’s
rented flat when a spat
occurred, following which
one of them allegedly shot
another, according to
police.After receiving infor-
mation, a police team
reached the spot, rushed
the injured to the hospital,
and took the other two
students into custody,
police said.According to
the complaint filed by the
mother of the 17-year-old
injured student, her son’s
school friend invited him to
meet on Saturday. Her son
initially refused, but the
friend insisted and said he
would come to pick the
victim up. She then allowed
her son to go, and he met
the friend at the Kherki
Daula toll, she stated.

“About two months ago,
my son had an altercation
with his friend. Because of
this, my son’s friend took
him to his house and, along
with another friend, shot
him with the intention of
killing him,” the mother
said in her complaint.

CONTINUED ON >>>> P2

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu speaking at a meeting, shortly after inaugurating Super Specialty Eye Care
Centre at Sankara Eye Hospital

Govt committed to providing
quality healthcare: Naidu

Central team to assess

crop damage caused by

cyclone Montha today

State Cabinet to discuss wide
range of key issue today

Govt to invite tenders worth Rs 1,000 cr
for road development: Minister



Govt committed...
“From establishing eye

hospitals to guiding human-
itarian projects, the Peetham
under Jagadguru Sri Shankar
Vijayendra Saraswathi
Swamiji has been serving
humanity with devotion and
compassion,” he said.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
visited various departments
of Sankara Eye Hospital and
interacted with the doctors,
who briefed him on ongoing
surgical procedures, eye
bank operations, and out-
reach programs. The hospital
management felicitated him
with a traditional shawl and
a Thanjavur painting.

The event was attended by
Union Minister Dr. Chandra
Sekhar Pemmasani, local
MLAs, and representatives of
the Sankara Eye Foundation.

Pawan launches...

When elephants lose
control, special measures,
including calming agents,
are used to manage their
anger, which was demon-
strated to Pawan Kalyan.

Subsequently,  Pawan
Kalyan inaugurated the new
elephant camp set up in
Musalimadugu under the
supervision of the Forest
Department and unveiled
the commemorative plaque.
The foundation for the
Gajarama City Forest to be set
up in the elephant camp was
also laid.Later, during a
review meeting with Forest
Department officials, Pawan
Kalyan unveiled a poster
related to the “Hanuman”
programme. The officials

explained that the Hanuman
programme comprises 11
components. “Hanuman”
stands for healing and nurtur-
ing Units for monitoring, aid,
and wildlife. Pawan Kalyan
instructed the Forest
Department offcials to
prepare a plan to achieve
Hanuman’s objectives within
the specified timeframe. He
also directed that a special
meeting on Hanuman be
held on November 18 and 19,
with officials from the Forest,
Tourism, Agriculture, and
Horticulture Departments in
attendance.

State Cabinet...

In a move towards admin-
istrative efficiency, the
Cabinet is also expected to
take a final call on the cre-

ation of new districts and
revenue divisions.  The
restructuring is intended to
improve governance, bring
administration closer to the
people, and ensure better
service delivery in remote
areas.The meeting is antici-
pated to outline a clear
roadmap for the govern-
ment’s next phase of reforms
and investments, setting the
tone for Andhra Pradesh’s
growth trajectory under Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu’s leadership.

State’s revenue...

However,  Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collections
stood at Rs 24,821.18 crore in
the first half of the year, rep-
resenting 43.18 per cent of the
budget estimate of Rs

57,477.15 crore for the full
year.Of the total estimated
revenue receipts of  Rs
2,97,929.16 crore for 2024–25,
the state achieved 46 per
cent, or Rs 1,37,319.53 crore,
including Rs 63,052.19 crore
from borrowings and other
liabilities during the six-
month period.

The state has also spent Rs
11,715.09 crore on capital
expenditure during the first
half of the fiscal, the CAG data
showed.

Central team...

The visit follows wide-
spread destruction caused by
cyclone Montha across
Andhra Pradesh's coastal dis-
tricts, leading to significant
crop loss, infrastructure
damage, and displacement of

affected families during
heavy rains.

According to APSDMA, the
Central Team's report will
help the state finalise its
memorandum for Central
assistance to expedite relief,
rehabilitation, and infrastruc-
ture restoration activities.

Detailed damage reports
from district administrations
are being compiled for sub-
mission during the team's
visit, ensuring accurate rep-
resentation of field-level
losses and required recovery
measures.

Due to Cyclone the
Agriculture Department has
said that crops spread over
1,64,505 hectares belonging
to 3,27,783 farmers across 24
districts in the state suffered
damaged.

The highest crop damage

was reported in Krishna dis-
trict (31,033 ha), followed by
Konaseema (29,537 ha),
Kakinada (21,422 ha), East
Godavari (15,666 ha), Bapatla
(13,258 ha), Prakasam (12,280
ha), Nandyal (11,447 ha), West
Godavari (8,958 ha), Eluru
(5,671 ha), and NTR district
(5,039 ha).

In terms of the number of
affected farmers, Konaseema
tops the list with 61,237
farmers, followed by Krishna
(60,208), Kakinada (47,064),
East Godavari  (30,729),
Nandyal (23,370),  West
Godavari (20,087), Bapatla
(18,563), Prakasam (6,872),
Eluru (11,577), NTR (10,137),
and Srikakulam (8,289)
farmers who suffered losses,
according to the final report
of the Agriculture
Department.

Classmate shoots...
During interrogation,

police said the two minor
accused revealed that all
three are class 11 students at
the same school.

Two months ago, the
accused shooter had a fight
with the victim and held a
grudge. On the night of
November 8, the accused
called the victim, and after
having food and drinks on
the way, the two picked up
another friend and went to
the flat.

It was also revealed that
the accused’s father, a resi-
dent of Patli village, works as
a property dealer.

The licensed pistol used in
the incident was kept in the
house, police said, adding
that a further probe is under-
way.
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EFFICIENCY WORKS... EXTENSION FOR 

AP CS VIJAYANAND?

Working hard and winning the hearts of the
super bosses is possible for those who are
effective in administration and efficient in exe-
cution. These qualities rarely mingle in
bureaucracy. Andhra Chief Secretary K
Vijayanand is the one who has the rare quality
of being an effective and efficient man behind
the scenes. A little bird told us, Vijayanand is
all set to get a six-month extension as CS.
What will happen to Senior Officer Sai
Prasad? The source in the power corridors
informed that he may be accommodated with
the Electricity Regulatory Commissioner
post, which is equivalent to the CS post.
Vijayanand's effective administration won the
hearts of CM Naidu and also future CM
Lokesh. So extension for CS is for sure.

OF POLL VERDICTS AND BUREAUCRATIC FATE!

As the famous poet Shakessphere said,
"All is well that ends well," But what if
things do not work as expected? There lies
the predicament. In politics, ruling party's
fate hinges on poll verdicts. If anything goes
wrong, favourable situation may turn awry.
For politicos, fear of losing is devastating.
They do anything to make mends and
amends so that confidence builds up and
the situation becomes congenial. The
Jubilee Hills byelection result not only
decides the fate of the Revanth government
but also several IAS officers. The govern-
ment plans to reshuffle the entire admin-
istration, and as part of it, 14 IAS and 13
IPS officers will be shifted. The State gov-
ernment wants a dynamic team in place
ahead of the local body elections. As the
local body elections are very crucial, Chief
Minister Revant Reddy does not want to
take any risk and is bent on making major
amendments in the administration before
the JH verdict and after the local body elec-
tions. "We can see". A little bird told us that
major fireworks are in store for the admin-
istration.

TAGS TOO MATTER!

For senior officials, not only does the
power but the accompanying designation
matters a lot. They do not want any tags that
embarrass them. For, with power comes posi-
tion and with position comes authority. Chief
Secretary K Ramakrishna Rao took addition-
al charge of FAC after shunting out another
senior officer, K Illambarthi, but he doesn't
want that FAC tag. He told the department
that he would not issue any orders and
wanted his designation as CS and Secretary,
MAUD. For the record, Ramakrishna Rao is
the first CS to be given MAUD as an addi-
tional charge. One can bear any amount of
burden as part of official work, as long as it
doesn't disrupt his designation.

NAVEEN MITTAL WILL BE BACK 

IN THE LIMELIGHT

Senior IAS Naveen Mittal is expected to take
over MAUD in the ensuing IAS reshuffle. He
is very close to the power corridor, held top
positions in the CCLA and Energy depart-
ments. As CS doesn't want to continue with
the MAUD, CM Revanth wants a trusted man,
Naveen Mittlal, at the helm of the urban devel-
opment department. For the record, Naveen
Mittal has an excellent relationship with the
MAUD Minister, Ponguleti. So it is a win-win
situation for both Revanth and Ponguleti.

ELEVATION AWAITS ARVIND

Top bureaucrat Arvind Kumar, who was out
of lime limelight in the Congress government,
is coming out of the clouds. The next
reshuffle will see a major elevation for
Arvind Kumar. Presently, he is in the
Disaster Management department and is
expected to get a prime post in either
Energy or Roads and Buildings. Aravind has
been sidelined by the Congress govt for his
role in the Formula E Race controversy. After
two years, the government could not find any
irregularity in the Arvind case. Arvind
came out clean despite efforts from different
sections in the Congress.

Monday Mirchi

RAVI KUMAR BOPPANA

PNS n Amaravati

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu’s
renewed emphasis on public
health and accessible
medical care is bringing
visible transformation to
Andhra Pradesh’s healthcare
network. In a major stride
toward strengthening gov-
ernment hospitals, the state
has appointed 227 specialist
doctors to serve in 142 sec-
ondary-level hospitals, ensur-
ing that advanced medical
services reach even the
remotest corners of the state.

The decision, a part of the
government’s long-term
healthcare reform plan,
reflected the Chief Minister’s
vision of a robust, equitable,
and people-centric medical
system. For years, secondary
hospitals—vital  l inks

between primary health
centres and district hospi-
tals—have struggled with a
shortage of specialist
doctors. This large-scale
recruitment is set to fill that
gap and elevate healthcare
delivery standards across
the state.

The newly appointed
doctors, who have recently
completed their postgradu-
ate studies under the in-

service category, represent 12
key specialisations includ-
ing gynaecology, general
medicine, surgery, pediatrics,
orthopedics, anesthesia, radi-
ology, ophthalmology, and
ENT. The government has
strategically posted them
based on regional needs to
ensure that every hospital
receives the expertise it
requires.

According to official data,

100 Community Health
Centres (CHCs) will now have
155 specialists on duty, while
33 Area Hospitals are being
strengthened with 60
doctors. Another 7 District
Hospitals and 2 Mother and
Child Health (MCH) hospi-
tals will also receive addition-
al specialists.

The distribution highlights
a data-driven approach — 35
gynecologists and 35 general
medicine specialists, 30 sur-
geons, 26 anesthetists, 25
pediatricians, 18 orthopedic
surgeons, 17 radiologists, 15
ophthalmologists, and 9 ENT
specialists have been
deployed across various hos-
pitals.

Among the institutions
benefiting the most is Gurur
Area Hospital, which now
boasts a team of four special-
ists including a pediatrician,
radiologist, dermatologist,

and pathologist. Several
CHCs and Area Hospitals
have received three special-
ists each, while others have
been allocated one or two
experts, ensuring no region
remains underserved.

This initiative is part of the
state’s broader vision to
make quality healthcare uni-
versally available through
infrastructure upgrades,
recruitment drives, and tech-
nology-enabled service deliv-
ery. Of the 257 in-service
doctors who enrolled in post-
graduate programs in
2022–23, 227 have completed
their courses and joined
service at secondary hospi-
tals. The remaining 30 have
been appointed as tutors in
Directorate of Medical
Education (DME) institutions,
contributing to the next gen-
eration of medical profes-
sionals.

PNS n Guntur

The Department of Land
Resources, under the
Ministry of Rural
Development, in collabora-
tion with the State govern-
ment, is all set to host the
National Watershed
Conference in Guntur from
November 10 to 11.

The two-day national
event will bring together
policymakers, scientists,
and development experts
to assess the progress and
future direction of India’s
watershed development
initiatives. The primary
focus of the conference is
to review the implementa-
tion progress of the
Watershed Development
Component of the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana 2.0 (WDC-PMKSY
2.0) across States and
Union Territories. The con-
ference will also serve as a
platform for in-depth dis-
cussions (“Chintan”) on the
roadmap for future water-
shed schemes to be imple-
mented from 2026
onward.A major highlight
of the event will be the
launch of “Watershed
Mahotsav”, an ambitious
nationwide initiative
aimed at enhancing public
participation and aware-
ness in watershed devel-
opment under the theme
of “Jan-Bhagidari”.

The launch ceremony
will be graced by Union
Minister for Rural
Development and
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Shri Shivaraj Singh
Chouhan, Minister of State
for Rural Development and
Communications Dr
Chandra Sekhar
Pemmasani, and Deputy
Chief Minister and Nodal
Minister of Andhra Pradesh
Konidala Pawan Kalyan.
The Watershed Mahotsav
will be celebrated across
India at both the State and
project levels, promoting
community engagement
through various activities
such as the Watershed Jan
Bhagidari Cup 2025
awards, inauguration of
completed works, Bhumi
Pujan for new projects,
Shramdan (voluntary
labor), and plantation
drives.Alongside this initia-
tive, the government will
also launch “Mission
Watershed Punarutthan”,
which aims to revitalize
and repair soil and water
conservation structures
created under the earlier
WDC–PMKSY 1.0 scheme.
The mission will ensure
the maintenance of these
assets through conver-
gence with the MGNREGS
program, thereby giving a
renewed thrust to sustain-
able watershed manage-
ment and climate-resilient

rural development. The
conference will witness
participation from policy-
makers, officials from
central and state depart-
ments, researchers, and
representatives of reputed
NGOs and civil society
organizations.

The Watershed
Development Component
of Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana 2.0
(WDC–PMKSY 2.0) is a
Centrally Sponsored
Scheme implemented by
the Department of Land
Resources (DoLR) under
the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government
of India. It aims to rejuve-
nate degraded and rainfed
lands across all States and
the Union Territories of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh. Key activities
under the scheme include
soil and moisture conser-
vation works, construction
and rejuvenation of check
dams, village tanks, and
farm ponds, rainwater har-
vesting, spring-shed devel-
opment, nursery raising,
pasture development, and
livelihood generation for
the landless and marginal
communities.

The Guntur conference
is expected to set a new
benchmark for collabora-
tive and community-
driven watershed develop-
ment across India.

National Watershed conference
to be held in Guntur today

227 specialist doctors recruited
to strengthen govt hospitals

PNS n Hyderabad

The Karthika month gather-
ing of 24 crafts and film
workers was held grandly
under the auspices of the
Telangana Television
Development Forum at
Begumpet Tourism Plaza on
Sunday.

The chief guests of the event
were State Roads, Buildings
and Cinematography Minister
Komati Reddy Venkat Reddy,
IT and Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu, Welfare
Minister Adluri Laxman Kumar,
and TPCC President and MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud.

An analytical discussion
was held on the welfare of
film workers, solutions to
their problems and facilities
provided by the government.

Minister Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy said, "Happy
Karthika month to all of you.
You are all members of our
family. I am happy to come
here as the Minister of
Cinematography and your
man for your intimate gath-

ering.
I will definitely solve your

Chitrapuri problem. 
W e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o

provide a chance to small
actors as well. Soon we are
going to announce awards

for the television industry
as well."

"It was the Congress party
that worked hard for the
film industry to come to
Hyderabad, and it was the
Congress party that encour-

aged it. Our government
will support all the film
workers, television actors
and technical experts. I am
a Minister who can be called
upon, you can come to me
if you have any problem.
The Congress party is a party
that  takes  everyone
forward. 

The Congress government
will always support the film
workers. As the Minister of
Cinematography,  I  am
saying that the Congress
government will definitely
support  the televis ion
sector," said Minister Komati
Reddy Venkat Reddy.

Former Union Minister
Venu Gopalachari, represen-
tatives of 38 associations
from the film industry, promi-
nent actors and film workers
in large numbers participat

PNS n New Delhi

Scores of people, including
parents and environmental
activists, staged a protest at
the India Gate on Sunday
against the worsening air
quality in the national
capital.The protesters, many
of them mothers accompa-
nied by children, said they
had gathered to demand
urgent government action to
ensure clean air."We want to
meet our elected officials.
We had sought an appoint-
ment with the chief minister
but were refused. So many
parents are here because
their children are suffering,"
environmentalist Bhavreen
Khandari said."Every third
child already has damaged
lungs; they will live nearly 10
years less than those
growing up in cleaner air,"
she said.Another protester,

Abhishek, said the govern-
ment had failed to provide
even the basic right, to
breathe clean air.

"During (former chief min-
ister) Sheila Dikshit's term,
Delhi was known as a green
capital. Today, it ranks among
the most polluted cities in the
world. Politicians keep
blaming each other instead of
taking responsibility," he
said.According to police,
several protesters were
detained for assembling

without permission."There
was no permission to hold a
protest at the India Gate. To
maintain law and order and
ensure there is no obstruction
in security arrangements,
some people were detained,"
a police officer said.DCP (New
Delhi) Devesh Kumar Mahla
said the detentions were pre-
ventive in nature."Only Jantar
Mantar is designated as a
protest site where permission
can be sought by following
the due procedure," he added.

Parents, activists protest at India Gate
over rising air pollution in Delhi

Will announce awards for television
industry soon: Min Venkat  Reddy 

PNS n Ongole

A fruit vendor has been com-
plimented by everyone in
Kanigiri for his honesty. He
found gold ornaments
worth Rs 7 lakh, but he did
not even for moment thing
of taking home.He proved
his honesty by handing over
gold ornaments and ?50,000
in cash that he had found, to
the police.This incident took
place at Kanigiri in Prakasam
district. A local fruit vendor
demonstrated great
honesty. A customer who
had purchased fruits from
him accidentally left behind
his bag. When the vendor
noticed the bag, he found
that it contained gold orna-
ments worth Rs 7 lakh and
Rs 50,000 in cash.

Without any delay, he
handed the bag over to the
police. The authorities
appreciated and congratu-
lated the vendor for his
integrity.The incident
occurred at the Icepal
Junction in Kanigiri town. A
man named Bethamsetti
Mallayya had come there to
buy fruits. After making his
purchase, he forgot his bag
at the spot. The fruit vendor,
Sheikh Ghouse Basha,
noticed the bag and tried to
locate Mallayya. However, by
then, Mallayya had already
left. When Basha opened
the bag, he found the gold
ornaments and cash inside.
He immediately took the
bag to the Kanigiri police
station and handed it over to
the authorities.

Fruit vendor wins praise
for returning gold, cash

left at pushcart
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PNS n palasa

Kasibugga police questioned
former minister and YSRCP
Seediri  Appalaraju on
Saturday at the local police
station for over seven hours.
The inquiry pertained to com-
ments he had reportedly
made at a press conference
on October 27 last year,
regarding an incident involv-
ing an attack on a minor girl.
He allegedly made inappro-
priate remarks against the
police and the coalition gov-
ernment.

At that press conference,
he reportedly said, “We will
paint the police station
yellow, put up boards saying
‘Public not allowed, entry
only for TDP workers.’ If
action is not taken regarding
this incident, we will set up a
private police station and

have the district
Superintendent of Police
inaugurate it.”

Following these remarks, a
case was filed against him at
the time. Appalaraju
appeared for questioning in
this case, and the police inter-
rogated him from 2:30 pm. to
9:30 pm. When asked why he
had said the police station
should be painted yellow,
he replied that he had not
made such a statement.
When questioned about
spreading false information
that the public should not
visit the police station, he
claimed he did not remem-
ber to have made such a
statement.

As the police were not sat-
isfied with his response, they
instructed him to appear
again for questioning on
Monday and let him go.

Following th remarks
reportedly made by the
former minister,  B
Vijayakrishna Raju, a resi-
dent of Kishtapuram under
Palasa mandal, lodged a
complaint at  the
Kasinabugga police station,
alleging that “former minis-
ter Seediri is provoking the
public, defaming the gov-
ernment, spreading propa-

ganda, and giving misleading
signals by saying he will set
up a private police station.
He is spreading unrest and
creating divisions among the
people, thereby disturbing
public peace.”

Based on this complaint,
the Kasinabugga police
issued a notice to Appalaraju
on Saturday, asking him to
attend the inquiry. He com-
plied and appeared for ques-
tioning, during which police
reportedly asked him what
compelled him to make those
statements.

As Appalaraju appeared
for questioning, several
YSRCP leaders and activists
from his constituency gath-
ered outside the
Kasinabugga police station.
The crowd blocked the road,
causing traffic disruption.
Assistant Superintendent of

Police P Srinivasa Rao and
other police officers advised
the party activists to dis-
perse, warning that such
gatherings could cause
problems for emergency
services and that cases
could be filed if they did not
leave.

After the questioning,
Appalaraju criticised the
police, saying it was unfor-
tunate that “those who
questioned injustice are
being summoned for
inquiry, while the real cul-
prits are being let off.”
Speaking to  reporters
outside the station late at
night, he said that when a
girl had complained that
TDP leaders harassed and
attacked her in two cases, he
had merely questioned how
far the police had investigat-
ed the matter.

Police question ex-min for spreading
‘false narrative’ against police

Seediri Appalaraju

PNS n Visakhapatnam

In a shocking incident here,
a daughter-in-law has been
accused of brutally murder-
ing her mother-in-law under
the guise of a childhood
game. Police reports indicate
that the suspect, Lalitha,
admitted to the horrific act,
stating her motive stemmed
from her belief that her
mother-in-law frequently
complained about her to
her husband.

The police that Lalitha
studied online materials that
provided insight into how to
commit the crime. The
victim, identified as 66-year-
old Jayanti  Kanaka
Mahalaxmi,  resided in
Varshini Apartments. It is
alleged that Lalitha poured
petrol over her mother-in-
law before setting her
ablaze, driven by a desire for
revenge against perceived
slights.

Prior to the murder, Lalitha
purchased petrol from a
local station days earlier
and hiding it in the home. On
the morning of November 7,
as her husband left for the
day, Lalitha, her children,
and her mother-in-law
remained at home. Taking
advantage of a moment
when her own mother was
busy, Lalitha called her
daughter to engage in a

“thief-police” game with her
grandmother. During this
twisted play, she bound
Jayanti to a chair, gagged her,
and covered her eyes. She
then instructed the children
to retreat to another room.
Once alone with her mother-
in-law, Lalitha doused her
with the petrol and set her
ablaze, amplifying the TV
volume to drown out the
victim’s screams.

In a horrific turn of events,
Kanaka Mahalaxmi's bind-
ings burned away as she
desperately tried to escape.
Her granddaughter, who
came out of a room, suffered
burns. Following the inci-
dent, Lalitha misled the chil-
dren by claiming their grand-
mother’s clothing had
caught fire due to an electri-
cal fault.

When Lalitha’s mother
emerged from the bath-

room, drawn by the screams,
she was met with the tragic
sight of Kanaka Mahalaxmi
lifeless on the floor. In her
distress, Lalitha told the
neighbours that her mother-
in-law had succumbed to
an electric shock. Yet, when
the police interviewed her,
her narrative shifted; she
alleged that a lamp in the
prayer room had fallen on
her mother-in-law, igniting
the fatal blaze.

The police began to ques-
tion her story. A neighbour,
who was working on his air
conditioner, witnessed the
elderly woman engulfed in
flames and rushed to render
assistance. However, Lalitha
intervened, preventing him
from entering, which only
deepened the polilce offi-
cers’ suspicions. After hours
of intense questioning on
Friday night, authorities
examined Lalitha’s phone
and were alarmed to find
searches and YouTube
videos with titles like “How
to kil l  an old lady.”
Eventually, faced with the
mounting evidence, Lalitha
confessed to the heinous
act, explaining that she could
no longer bear her mother-
in-law's ceaseless criticisms
and complaints to her
husband. Lalitha has since
been remanded in judicial
custody.

Chilling details emerge in elderly
woman’s tragic murder case

PNS n Kakinada

The police under the instruc-
tions from the
Superintendent of Police
Bindu Madhav conducted a
cordon and search opera-
tion in drivers colony of
Pithapuram town in the early
hours of Sunday.

Under the direct supervi-
sion of Sub divisional police
officer Devaraj Manish Patil,
the Pithapuram circle
Inspector, Sub inspectors,
police staff and special party
members took part in the
special operation. They
pressed into service the
drones also for a thorough
inspection of the interior
areas.

The police teams cordoned
off the entire drivers colony
and inspected each and every
household and examined the
people moving under suspi-

cious circumstances. The
parked vehicles were
checked and their owners
were examined.

In the search operation a
total of 45 motor cycles and
a van were seized as the
owners failed to submit the

proper ownership docu-
ments, police added.

At the end of the opera-
tion the SDPO Manish patil

conducted an interactive
session with the colony
dwellers and advised them
to inform the police when-
ever any strangers moved
in the locality.

T h e y  w e r e  f u r t h e r
advised whenever giving
the house for rent obtain
their Aadhar cards and
confirm their genuineness
and antecedents.

The colony residents
were further advised to
keep their gold and valu-
ables in bank lockers under
safe custody and park the
vehicles duly locked in safe
places.  The Police also
advised the people if they
noticed movements  of
strangers or vehicles to
inform the nearest police
s t a t i o n  o r  b y   d i a l i n g
number 100 and cooperate
with the police in maintain-
ing the law and order.

PNS n Ramachandrapuram

The police cracked the
mystery behind the death
of a minor girl here on
November 4. The police
took a youth, named
Srinivas, into custody and
he reportedly confessed
to the crime. On November
4, the girl was found
hanging from a fan. It was
initially believed to be a
suicide. However, the girl’s
family members alleged
that she had been mur-
dered. As the case turned
mysterious, the police
intensified their investiga-
tion.Superintendent of
Police Rahul Meena

revealed the details to the
media. He said, “A case has
been registered in con-
nection with the girl’s
murder. The accused,
Srinivas, has been arrest-
ed.”

The police officers said
Srinvias worked at a Xerox
shop located in the same
building where the girl
lived. The accused was
under severe stress due to
financial problems, espe-
cially concerning his
sister’s marriage.  On
November 4h, around 4:30
pm, the girl returned home
from school. At about 5 pm,
Srinivas went to her house.
Realising that her mother

was not home, he planned
to commit theft. He had
visited their house earlier
for other work-related
reasons and knew that
valuable items were kept
in the bedroom. When the
girl questioned why he
had come to the house, he
committed the murder.
Fingerprints belonging to
Srinivas were found at the
crime scene. It was con-
firmed that he was respon-
sible for the girl’s murder,
he said.Analysis of call data
records) and CCTV footage
also showed that Srinivas
was present in the area at
that time. After questioning
others, the arrested him.

PNS n Vijayawada

With the cooperation of
the Central government,
the pace of infrastructure
development projects in
Andhra Pradesh has
increased significantly. As
the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and Jana Sena Party
are key allies in the NDA
government at the Centre,
the state is receiving sub-
stantial support for the
construction of national
highways and railway lines.

Meanwhile, the develop-
ment of infrastructure pro-
jects has led to a sharp rise
in land prices in certain
parts of State. As the real
estate sector continues to
grow, there is strong
demand for land in these
areas.

Recently, officials have
turned their attention to
the expansion of the
Vijayawada–Machilipatnam

National Highway (NH-65).
Plans are being drawn up
to widen the highway into
a six-lane road, and a con-
sultancy firm has already
prepared a detailed project
report for this purpose.

Real estate experts
predict that once the
Vijayawada–Machilipatnam
highway expansion begins,
the real estate sector
around the outskirts of
Vijayawada will see signifi-
cant growth. They believe
the project could be a
game changer for areas
like Uyyuru, where proper-
ty values are expected to
rise due to expanding
industries and improved
infrastructure. With these
developments, the demand
for housing is likely to
increase, and the lifestyle
in these regions may also
undergo notable changes.

Currently, the
Vijayawada–Machilipatna
m National Highway (NH-

65) is a major route con-
necting Vijayawada with
the port city of
Machilipatnam. As indus-
tries, logistics, and trade
have expanded, traffic on
this road has increased
considerably. To ease
traffic congestion and
improve travel conve-
nience, plans are being
made to widen it to six
lanes. Once completed, the
project is expected to
make travel faster and
smoother.Experts suggest
that along this corridor,
luxury villas, commercial
hubs, and residential
townships are likely to
emerge. Consequently, the
highway expansion is
expected to trigger a real
estate boom in regions like
Uyyuru. With growing
infrastructure and industri-
al development potential,
there will likely be strong
demand for land in these
areas.

PNS n Kakinada

Two persons, driver of a
paddy cutting machine
mounted van and the
machine owner died of
electrocution, when the
exhaust pipe of the
machine came in contact
with  the overhead 11kv
electric line along a
village road between
Ramaiahpalem and
Singarampalem villages
of Gandepalli mandal
under Gandepalli police
station limits on Sunday
morning, police said.The
deceased hailed from vil-
lages of Iragavaram
Mandal in West Godavari
district. Two vans loaded
with paddy cutting
machines left nearby
Ramaiah Palem after
completion of the paddy
cutting contract job  to
commence work at the
nearby  Singarampalem
when this mishap
occurred. One van
crossed that particular

place and the second van
behind was involved in
the mishap. The exhaust
pipe of the machine
touched the overhead
electric line electrocuting
the driver, killing him on
the spot.The owner of the
machine who is in the
front van came down to
find out why the van
stopped and touched the
van, meeting the same
fate of his driver.

The Gandepalli police
who registered a case
identified the deceased
as K. Simhadri Appanna
(58) Pekeru (Owner) G
Sandeep (26) Rapaka
(driver) –both of
Iragavaram mandal,
West Godavari district.
Jaggampeta circle
Inspector YRK Srinivas
along with the staff
visited the scene of
mishap. The bodies were
shifted to government
hospital for postmortem
pending further investi-
gation, police added

Police crack minor girl 

murder mystery, arrest one

45 motorcycles seized in cordon and search operation

Police officers interacting with residents of Driver Colony in Pithapuram after conducting cordon and search
operation on sunday

Vijaywada-Machilipatnam highway
likely to be upgraded to six lanes

When road expansion completed, land prices are expected to shoot up

Two electrocuted as
van comes in contact
with high voltage line

PNS n Hyderabad

“Is there any real governance
happening in Andhra Pradesh?”
questioned YSRCP
leader and former
minister Buggana
Rajendranath, target-
ing the coalition gov-
ernment. Speaking
to the media here on
Sunday, he lashed
out at the coalition govern-
ment, accusing it of deceiving
government employees.He said,
“The coalition government
cheated the employees by
promising a better Pay Revision
Commission (PRC). They also
promised Interim Relief, but
completely ignored that assur-
ance. It’s been one and a half
years, yet Chief Minister N

Chandrababu Naidu has not
even mentioned PRC.”

He further added, “During
the YSRCP government in 2023,

we implemented the
12th PRC and intro-
duced GPS
(Guaranteed Pension
Scheme) for employ-
ees. What did the coali-
tion government say,
and what is it actually

doing now? Since 2024, gratuity
and medical bills have been
pending. Now, employees have
neither OPS (Old Pension
Scheme) nor GPS — there’s
simply no pension system at all.
Even by the 5th of every month,
salaries aren’t being paid. Travel
Allowance (TA) for police officers
has been pending since
January,” Rajendranath said.

‘Coalition govt takes employees
for a ride over PRC’

PNS n Pithapuram

Devotees visit temples and
pray to the gods to fulfil
their wishes. They break
coconuts and make
various offerings to the
deity. However, in
Pithapuram, a woman
devotee behaved in a
rather strange way. She lit
camphor and then
dropped it into the hundi.

Moments later, temple
staff saw smoke rising
from the hundi. They
responded quickly and
poured water to extinguish
it. By then, some currency
notes had burned, and
others were soaked. This
rare event took place at
the Sripada Sri Vallabha
Temple in Pithapuram.

According to temple
authorities, a woman

came to the temple for
darshan. For reasons
unknown, she dropped the
burning camphor into the
hundi. No one around
noticed what she had done
at that moment. A short
time later, smoke began to
rise from the hundi, which
the temple staff noticed.
They immediately poured
water to extinguish it.
While the smoke stopped,
all the notes inside
became wet, and some
were burnt. Later, the offi-
cials opened the hundi,
wiped the wet notes with
a dry cloth, and used a

hairdryer to dry them. In
this incident, several cur-
rency notes were damaged
by fire.

To find out how the
smoke started, the temple
staff reviewed CCTV
footage and identified that
a woman had indeed
dropped the burning
camphor into the hundi.
The temple authorities
said they would recover
the value of the burnt
money from the woman
once she is identified.
Based on the footage, they
are currently working to
locate her.

Burning camphor dropped
into temple hundi

” The incident, which

took place in

Pithapuram, damaged

currency notes in the

hundi

” The CCTV footage

showed that a woman

dropped the burning

camphor into the hundi

Currently, the Vijayawada–Machilipatnam National Highway (NH-65) is a major
route connecting Vijayawada with the port city of Machilipatnam. As industries,
logistics, and trade have expanded, traffic on this road has increased
considerably. To ease traffic congestion and improve travel convenience, plans
are being made to widen it to six lanes. Once completed, the project is
expected to make travel faster and smoother.
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The participation of INS Sahyadri in Exercise Malabar-
2025 reaffirms India’s enduring partnership and its
commitment to strengthening coordination, enhancing
interoperability, and demonstrating a collective resolve to
safeguard regional security, navy said here on Sunday.
The Indian warship is at Guam in the Northern Pacific for
participation in the multilateral Exercise Malabar-2025.
Indigenously designed and constructed, INS Sahyadri is a
Guided Missile Stealth Frigate. The ship is a shining
example of the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ vision and has
participated in several bilateral and multilateral exercises,
as well as operational deployments.

States Focus

INS SAHYADRI STRENGTHENS
INDIA’S ROLE IN MALABAR

The social vulnerability during climate crises can affect
women disproportionately due to unpaid domestic work
and reliance on precarious resources, a study by the Goa
Institute of Management has found.
The researchers at the Goa Institute of Management (GIM)
conducted the study, officials said, to highlight how local
feminist perspectives can be leveraged to address the
crisis of climate change, which has severe health
implications, especially for women. It also explores how
these perspectives challenge patriarchal norms, build
agency, and strengthen community decision-making.
Published by the German Institute of Development and
Sustainability (IDOS) as a discussion paper titled “Local
Feminist Perspectives as Transformative Levers: Women’s
Health and Climate Action in India”, the study advocates
for the adoption of an intersectional approach towards
addressing the interrelationship between gender, health,
and climate for ensuring equity and justice.

WOMEN HIT HARD BY
CLIMATE CRISES: STUDY

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday expressed
appreciation for the people
and leadership of Bhutan for
the reverent  welcome
accorded to the holy relics
of Lord Buddha from India,
and said his teachings are a
sacred link between the
two nations. He will visit
Bhutan on November 11-12.

A portion of the holy relics
of  Lord Buddha from 
India was on Saturday
enshrined at Thimpu’s
prominent  monastery,
Tashich-hodzong, consid-
ered the seat of Bhutan’s
highest spiritual and politi-
cal institutions.

Bhutan Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay, ministers
of the Himalayan kingdom
and senior  Lopens of  
the central  monastic  
body joined India’s Minister
of  Social  Just ice and
Empowerment Virendra
Kumar at the enshrinement
ceremony, according to the
Indian Embassy in Thimphu.

“Heartfelt appreciation to
the people and leadership
of Bhutan for the reverent
welcome accorded to the
Sacred Relics of Lord Buddha
from India,” said Modi.
These relics symbolise the

timeless message of peace,
compassion and harmony,
he said in a social media
message. The teachings of
Lord Buddha are a sacred

link between India and
Bhutan’s shared spiritual
heritage, Modi said.

The holy relics of Lord
Buddha were enshrined at

the Grand Kuenrey Hall at
Tashichhodzong with a tra-
ditional chipdrel proces-
sion, prayers, ceremonies
and a guard of honour, the

Indian Embassy in Thimpu
said in a post.

According to the Ministry
of Culture, the relics will be
enshrined for public vener-
ation at the Kuenrey Hall of
Tashichho Dzong in
Thimphu from November 8
to 18, marking a moment of
deep spir itual  unity
between India and Bhutan.

Located within the
Tashichhodzong, a fortress
and monastery,  Grand
Kuenrey is one of the most
prominent halls. Called the
‘Piprahwa Relics of Lord
Buddha’ ,  these were
enshrined at the National
Museum in New Delhi.

As regards, Prime Minister
Modi’s visit, ministry of
external affairs(MEA)on
Saturday said the visit seeks
to strengthen the special
ties of friendship and coop-
eration between the two
countries and is in keeping
with the tradition of regular
bi lateral  high-level
exchanges.

During the visit, the Prime
Minister will receive audi-
ence with His  Majesty

Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck, the King of
Bhutan, and the two leaders
will inaugurate the 1020
MW Punats-angchhu-I I
Hydroelectric Project, devel-
oped jointly by Government

of India and the Royal
Government of Bhutan.

Prime Minister will attend
the celebrations dedicated
to the 70th birth anniversary
of His Majesty Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, the Fourth King
of Bhutan. Prime Minister
will also meet the Prime
Minister of Bhutan Tshering
Tobgay.

The visit of Prime Minister
coincides with the exposi-
tion of the Sacred Piprahwa
Relics of Lord Buddha from
India. Prime Minister will
offer prayers to the Holy
Relics at Tashichhodzong
in Thimphu and will also
participate in the Global
Peace Prayer Festival organ-
ised by the Royal
Government of Bhutan.

India and Bhutan share a
unique and exemplary part-
nership marked by deep
mutual trust, goodwill and
respect for each other. The
shared spiritual heritage
and warm people-to-people
ties are a hallmark of the
special partnership.

Prime Minister’s visit will
provide an opportunity for
both sides to deliberate on
ways to further enhance
and strengthen our bilater-
al  partnership,  and
exchange views on region-
al and wider issues of
mutual interest.

PM hails Bhutan’s welcome for Buddha relics

Bhutan Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay, along with monks and officials, receiving the Sacred Piprahwa –
Kapilavastu Relics of Lord Buddha from India during a ceremony at Tashichhodzong in Thimphu

270 Indians back from Thailand after Myanmar
scam raid; probe agencies question returnees
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Indian investigating agen-
cies questioned the Indian
nationals who were
brought back home from
Thailand, days after they
fled to the Thai border town
of Mae Sot from a notorious
scam centre in Myanmar fol-
lowing a crackdown,
Government sources said
on Sunday.

The 270 Indian nationals,
including 26 women, were
brought back from Thailand
in two C-130J Super Hercules
transport aircraft of the
Indian Air Force on
Thursday.

The Indians were made
to pay a fine by Thai author-
ities as they crossed over to
Thailand illegally from
Myanmar’s Myawaddy
town, the sources said.

The Thai immigration

authorities also seized elec-
tronic gadgets, mobile
phones and multiple pass-
ports of several countries
from many Indian nationals,
they said.

The sources said the
Indians had tried to conceal
these items before boarding
the two IAF aircraft, but the
immigration authorities, fol-
lowing thorough checks,
recovered them.

The Indian probe agen-
cies questioned the Indians
to identify if they were
involved in the online
scams operated from KK
Park cyber scam centre in
Myawaddy.

India is also in the process
of bringing back around
200 more Indians from Mae
Sot, they said, noting that
these nationals will also be
subjected to questioning
by the probe agencies after
their return to India.

The sources said about
465 Indians had crossed
over illegally to the Thai
border town between
October 23 and 30.

The first batch of Indian
nationals was taken to the
Andamans in two C-130J
aircraft. From Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, they were
brought to New Delhi in a IL
(Ilyushin)-76 aircraft, the
sources said.

The Indian embassy in
Bangkok and the consulate
in Chiang Mai coordinated
with agencies of the Thai
Government to facilitate
the repatriation.

The Indian nationals
were among 1,500 people
from 28 countries who
crossed over to Thailand
following the raid on the
cybercrime hub of KK Park.

Indian embassies in
Thailand and Myanmar are
working with the respective

host Governments to secure
the repatriation of the
Indians who were alleged-
ly involved in scamming
activities and are still in
Myanmar.

The scam centres in
Myanmar are involved in
transnational cyber scams.

According to a UN report,
hundreds of trafficked indi-
viduals of various national-
ities were forced to carry
out fraud in the centres.
Similar centres are report-
edly located in Cambodia,
Laos, the Philippines and
Malaysia as well.

The underground opera-
tions are often linked to
criminal networks that
recruit victims globally,
putting them to work in
facilities principally in
Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos,
the Philippines and
Malaysia, the UN report said
in May.

Congress accuses PM
Modi of insulting Tagore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

The Congress on Sunday crit-
icised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over 
the Vande Mataram 
row claiming he has “insult-
ed” the Congress Working
Committee of 1937,  
which issued a statement 
on the song, as also
Rabindranath Tagore, and
said he should fight his polit-
ical battles on current issues
of daily concern.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh 
said that the prime minister
insulted the CWC and 
Tagore is shocking but not
surprising “since the RSS had
played no role in our
Freedom Movement led by
Mahatma Gandhi”.  The
Opposition party’s attack
came after the prime minis-
ter had said on Friday that
important stanzas of the
national song, “Vande
Mataram”, were dropped in
1937, which sowed the seeds
of the partition, and asserted
that such a “divisive mindset”
is still a challenge for the
country. Modi had made the
comments after inaugurating
the year-long commemora-
tion of “Vande Mataram” to
mark 150 years of the nation-
al song. Modi also released a

commemorative stamp and
coin on the occasion.

In a social media post,
Ramesh said, “The Congress
Working Committee met in
Kolkata October 26-
November 1 1937. Those
present included Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sardar Patel, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, Rajendra
Prasad, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, Sarojini Naidu, J.B.
Kripalani, Bhulabhai Desai,
Jamnalal Bajaj, Narendra
Deva, and others.”

The Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi Volume 66,
page 46, reveals that on
October 28, 1937, the CWC
issued a statement on Vande
Mataram, and this statement
had been profoundly influ-
enced by Gurudev Rabind-
ranath Tagore and his advice,
he said. “The Prime Minister
has insulted this CWC as also
Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore. That he should have
done so is shocking but not
surprising since the RSS 
had played no role in 
our Freedom Movement led
by Mahatma Gandhi,”
Ramesh said.

The prime minister should
fight his current political
battles on current issues that
are of daily concern to 
crores of Indians who worry
about their present and
future, he said.

Unfair to reduce Advani’s years of service to one episode: Tharoor
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

With his birthday greetings
for LK Advani coming under
criticism, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Sunday
said reducing the veteran
BJP leader’s long years of
service to one episode,
however significant, is
unfair.

Tharoor also said that
when the totality of
Jawaharlal Nehru’s career
cannot be judged by the
China setback and Indira
Gandhi’s by the Emergency
alone, he believes “we
should extend the same
courtesy to Advaniji”.

It started with Tharoor
wishing Advani on his birth-
day on Saturday.

“Wishing the venerable
Shri LK Advani a very happy

98th birthday! His unwa-
vering commitment to
public service, his modesty
& decency, and his role in
shaping the trajectory of
modern India are indelible,”
the Congress leader said on
social  media.  The
Thiruvananthapuram MP

described Advani as a true
statesman whose life of
service has been exemplary.

“Sorry Mr Tharoor,
unleashing the ‘dragon
seeds of hatred’ (to quote
Kushwant Singh) in this
country is  NOT public
service,” a lawyer posted

on social media in response
to Tharoor’s post, alluding to
Advani’s role in the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement.

Replying to the post,
Tharoor said, “Agreed,
@sanjayuvacha, but reduc-
ing his long years of service
to one episode, however
significant, is also unfair.”

“The totality of Nehruji’s
career cannot be judged by
the China setback, nor Indira
Gandhi’s by the Emergency
alone. I believe we should
extend the same courtesy to
Advaniji,” the Congress
leader said.

Advani, who scripted the
BJP’s rise as a formidable
force in national politics,
was awarded the Bharat
Ratna, India’s highest civilian
honour, this year.

He spearheaded the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement

by embarking on an epochal
Rath Yatra in 1990.

Meanwhile, the Congress
on Sunday distanced itself
from Shashi Tharoor’s
remarks praising veteran
BJP leader LK Advani, saying
he speaks for himself and
the fact that he continues to
do so as a CWC member
reflects the party’s democra-
tic and liberal spirit.

Congress’ media and pub-
licity department head
Pawan Khera said, “Like
always, Dr. Shashi Tharoor
speaks for himself and the
Indian National Congress
outrightly dissociates itself
from his most recent state-
ment.” “That he continues to
do so as a Congress MP and
CWC member reflects the
essential democratic and
liberal spirit unique to INC,”
Khera said.

CENTRE PUTS
SHARAVATHY
HYDRO PROJECT
ON HOLD 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

The Centre has deferred a
proposal to divert around 
5 4  h e c t a r e s  o f  f o r e s t  
land in the ecologically sen-
sitive Western Ghats for 
t h e  2 , 0 0 0 - m e g a w a t t
Sharavathy Pumped Storage
Hydroelectric Project in
Karnataka after members
flagged serious ecological
concerns and violations of
forest laws.

According to the minutes
of the 11th meeting of the
Environment Ministry’s
Forest Advisory Committee
held on October 27, the pro-
posed project area lies
w i t h i n  t h e  S h a r a v a t h y
Valley Lion-Tailed Macaque
Sanctuary, which is located
in the central regions of
the Western Ghats.

The committee said the
project involves the felling
of more than 15,000 trees,
many of which are endemic
to the Western Ghats, one of
the 34 global biodiversity
h o t s p o t s .  I t  s a i d  t h e  
forest tracts fall under “eco-
class 1 and eco-class 3” 
with canopy densities of
0.5 and 0.2.

The area has “climax
forests of tropical wet ever-
g r e e n ,  s e m i - e v e r g r e e n  
and shola grasslands”,
which are “highly vulnera-
ble and complex ecosys-
tems”, which, “if destroyed,
cannot be restored to their
original State”.

THE COMMITTEE

SAID THE PROJECT

INVOLVES THE

FELLING OF MORE

THAN 15,000 TREES

SIR: ECI files FIR against BLAs, show cause notices to BLOs
SAUGAR SENGUPTA 

n Kolkata

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has cracked the
whip on the ‘recalcitrant’
Booth Level Officers and
Booth Level Agents engaged
in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process of the
electoral rolls in Bengal.
While the Commission has
directed lodging of FIRs
against 8 BLAs it has served
show cause notices on a
similar number of BLOs for
alleged dereliction of duty. 

The ECI action comes
amid complaints from the
opposition parties that the
Trinamool Congress has
hijacked the SIR process by
taking the BLOs under its
control and preventing the
Opposition BLAs from
accompanying them during
house-to-house distribution
of enumeration forms.

"Following receipt of a
large number of complaints
mainly from the BJP and the
Left parties the Commission
has (also) instructed the
District Election Officers
including the District
Magistrates to ensure that
the BLOs personally visited
the voters’ residences to dis-
tribute and collect the enu-
meration forms these cannot
be distributed from public
places or any common
camps," an ECI official said
adding the election panel
had issued show cause
notices to eight erring BLOs
and directed the State
administration to register
FIRs against the unruly BLAs. 

Saying that a new set of
guidelines has also been
released for the BLOs on
how to discharge their
duties the official said, "the
Commission has instructed
state authorities to follow

the ‘Bihar Model’, under
which BLOs are required to
both distribute and collect
forms directly from voters’
homes. Any officer found
negligent in duty will face
disciplinary action. So far,
eight BLOs have been show-
caused for allegedly violating
these instructions."

According to sources the
ECI acted on a host of com-
plaints alleging how the
BLOs were being forced to
distribute the forms from tea
stalls, schools or even pan-
chayat office buildings. In
one such case it was found
that forms were been distrib-
uted even in the name of
dead persons. 

"In Booth number 258 at
Katwa Block II there are 1125
voters out of whom 59 are
dead and their names con-
tinue to appear in the 2025
electoral roll," said a school
teacher referring to a respec-

tive BLO adding, "in many
cases the BLOs are rendered
helpless because they 
are being forced by the 
TMC workers to hand over
the enumeration forms to

them instead of visiting door
to door."

Bengal BJP president
Samik Bhattacharya on
Sunday demanded stricter
action on the BLAs and a

stricter vigil on the BLOs "if at
all you want to have a
genuine SIR done or else it
will end in a farce because
the BLOs have literally been
held in captivity by the TMC
workers whereas the BLAs of
BJP and other parties are not
being allowed to accompa-
ny them.” 

Meanwhile in yet another
alleged SIR related death a
Namita Hansda, an on duty
BLO working at Memari
block in Burdwan district
reportedly died of brain
stroke as “she was under
intense pressure both from
the Commission and from
the political parties,” her
family members said. “An
anganwadi worker she was
unable to manage two
duties at a time and also
complained that she was
being threatened by some
party men,” her husband
said.

Swapan Paul the general
secretary of BLO Unity Manch
demanded a “compensation
of `50 lakh for the bereaved
family,” holding the ECI
responsible for the situa-
tion the common employees
of the Government find
themselves in. 

“The ECI is taking no
action against the politi-
cians who are threatening
the BLOs … while on one side
Abhishek Banerjee is asking
the TMC workers to tie down
the BLOs to trees when they
come the TMC has directed
to man-mark the BLOs
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari is threatening of
FIRs and arrests like Bihar.
we are common people how
can we perform our duties
without being provided with
adequate security why does
not the ECI lodge FIRs against
the politicians who are incit-
ing people,” Paul asked.



The Airports Authority of
India (AAI), the Uttarakhand
Government on Sunday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for the
acquisition of Naini Saini
Airport in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. According to officials,
the “historic” agreement is a
step towards providing
smooth, safe, and
sustainable air connectivity
to the mountainous region
of Uttarakhand.
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227 specialist doctors join
Andhra hospitals: Minister

Andhra Pradesh Health Minister Satyakumar Yadav on
Sunday said 227 specialist doctors, who completed their
post-graduation courses as in-service candidates, have been
posted in 142 secondary hospitals across the state.

First devotees’ batch leave for
Amritsar under Tirath Yatra

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann Sunday flagged off
buses carrying the first batch of devotees for paying
obeisance at the holy city of Amritsar under the Mukh Mantri

Tirath Yatra Scheme.

AAI to assume control of Naini
Saini Airport in PM’s presence

INDIA bloc’s chief ministerial
candidate Tejashwi Yadav on
Sunday promised to give a
“return gift” to his RJD
supporters who showered
him with birthday wishes on
the final day of campaigning
for the Bihar assembly
elections. The leader, who
turned 36, was also
presented with a birthday
cake when he reached
Karakat assembly seat of
Rohtas district, to start his
campaign for the day.

Tejashwi promises ‘return
gift’ after birthday wishes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n Sasaram/Arwal (Bihar)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday charged 
the INDIA bloc with trying 
to build a “corridor for infil-
trators”,  unlike Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, 
who wanted to “set up an
industrial corridor”.

Addressing back-to-back
rallies in Sasaram and Arwal
towns of Bihar, on the final
day of campaign for the
second and final phase of
assembly elections, Shah also
promised a future that
“mortar shells that will be
dropped on Pakistan will be
manufactured at an ord-
nance factory in this State”.

“Recently, Rahul and Lalu’s
son (Tejashwi Yadav) took
out a ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’. It
was not aimed at bringing
about any improvement in
the lives of the poor living in
Bihar, the Dalits and the
EBCs. It was aimed at protect-
ing infiltrators,” Shah alleged.

The former BJP president
said that “the Opposition’s
vote bank politics has led
them to make attempts for
building a ghuspaithiya (infil-
trator)  corridor,  unlike
Narendra Modi,  who is
setting up an industrial cor-
ridor”. Shah also bristled at
Gandhi’s charge that votes
were being stolen in the
country, and asked, “If he
thinks there is vote chori ,
why does he not lodge a
formal complaint with the
Election Commission?”.

“When the Government
at the Centre was helmed by

Manmohan Singh, Sonia
Gandhi and Lalu, terrorists
struck at will on our soil. In
contrast, now we are beating
up the terrorists inside their
homes,” Shah asserted.

“In future, if terrorists from
Pakistan dare to carry out an
attack again, bullets fired by
them will be retaliated with
mortar shells. Do you know
where these mortar shells
wil l  be manufactured? 
In Bihar, in Sasaram, as Modi
is trying to build a defence
corridor ,” said the home
minister.

The BJP leader also lam-
basted the Congress and the
RJD for “having tried to stall”
the construction of the Ram
temple at Ayodhya, where 
an ancient Hindu shrine 

was allegedly razed by
“Mughal emperor Babur 550
years ago”.

“Today,  with Modi in
power, a sky-high temple
has been built at the spot,”
Shah said.

The former BJP president
said, “I can tell you, in
advance, the outcome of the
ongoing elections. This is
my 37th rally in the state, and
I can say that Lalu ji and his
allies are going to be wiped
out in the first phase itself.”

He urged all the people to
“be on guard and not get
complacent”.

“You must remember that
the Opposition may have
come in a new garb, but
their poll symbols remain the
same lantern and ‘panjaa’

(hand) and so does their
character,” Shah alleged.

Referring to the CPI(ML)
Liberation, which has aligned
with the INDIA bloc, the
home minister said, “Under
Modi’s leadership, we have
been able to weed out the
menace of naxalism. But if
even a little chance is given
to these red flag wallahs,
the state will again be in
throes of the Left insurgency
that Bihar had suffered in 
the past”.

“Press the EVM button, in
favour of NDA candidates,
with such force that it sends
shock waves as far as Italy”,
added the BJP leader, in a
tongue-in-cheek reference
to Gandhi’s maternal roots in
the European country.

Rahul Gandhi alleges massive
vote chori in Haryana 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday claimed
that he recently exposed
vote chori on a big scale in
Haryana, having around two
crore voters. “I recently
exposed vote chori on a big
scale in Haryana, which has
around two crore voters,
and where the electoral roll
had around 25 lakh 
names. Till date, neither
Modi nor (Chief Election
Commissioner) Gyanesh
Kumar have had the
courage to stand up say
‘Rahul Gandhi is telling a
lie’,” he said. 

He further alleged that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah can go
anywhere, but they will
eventually be caught “for
indulging in vote chori”.

Gandhi, addressing a poll
rally in Bihar’s Kishanganj,
also alleged that the BJP
and RSS were trying to
divide the nation, while the
INDIA bloc was making
efforts to unite the country.

“Modi,  Shah and the
Election Commission have
no replies to our vote chori
(vote theft) allegations, as
the truth is now out in front
of people. The PM, Shah can
go anywhere they like, but
they will eventually be
caught for indulging in vote
chori ,” the former Congress
president claimed.

Gandhi asserted that 
the INDIA bloc will “100 
per cent form Government
in Bihar” if the people 
come together and stop

“vote theft”.
“In Bihar, I can say with

certainty that the
‘Mahagathbandhan’ (the
INDIA bloc in local parlance)
is going to form the next
Government. There is a cent
per cent chance. But, you
must prevent the BJP from
vote theft. Be on the guard
at polling stations on the
day when votes will be cast
(November 11). It is now the
duty of every youngster,
labourer and farmer to
thwart vote theft in Bihar,”
the Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha said. 

Speaking in the
‘Seemanchal’ region of
Bihar, which has a substan-
tial population of Muslims,
Gandhi said the BJP and RSS
have been pursuing a “divi-
sive agenda”, with the
objective of “deflecting
attention from vote theft”.

“Modi and Shah are
scared of the people’s voice.
They have betrayed the soul
of India. They are bound to

be caught,” the Rae Bareli
MP said.

The Congress leader also
blamed economic policies
of the PM, and his ally Nitish
Kumar, the Chief Minister of
Bihar, for the “dismal” state
of employment generation
in the state.

“People from Bihar can be
seen in cities like Bengaluru
and far-flung states like
Arunachal Pradesh, helping
build roads, schools, col-
leges and hospitals. Why
can such hard-working
people not get work at
home?” Gandhi asked.

“Nitish Kumar should tell
us why in 20 years he has
not been able to set up
food processing units in a
state, which has such a rich
harvest of fish and foxnuts
(makhana),” he said.

The CM “does not want
employment for the youth
of Bihar”, who “do not want
to remain labourers”,
Gandhi said at another 
rally in Purnea.

Shah accuses Opposition of
creating ‘infiltrator corridor’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressing a public meeting during Bihar Assembly elections in Arwal district PTI

Tej Pratap
alleges threats
to life, says
enemies trying
to kill him

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n Patna

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad’s
elder son and Janshakti
Janta Dal chief Tej Pratap
on Sunday claimed that he
has been “under threat”
and his enemies might get
him “killed”.

Yadav, who recently
floated his political outfit
after being expelled 
from the RJD by his father,
is  contesting from 
the Mahua constituency
in the ongoing Bihar
assembly polls.

Talking to reporters
here, Yadav said, “My secu-
rity has been increased. I
am under threat.  My
enemies may even get me
killed. Everyone seems like
an enemy”.

He, however, did not
divulge the identities of 
his enemies.

Yadav also congratulat-
ed his younger brother
Tejashwi on his birthday
and said, “My blessings
are always with him. 
He should continue to
grow further”.

Tej Pratap was expelled
from the RJD on May 25 for
six years, a day after he
reportedly confessed to
being ‘in a relationship’
with a woman. He,
however, deleted the
social media post later
with a claim that his page
was “hacked”. Lalu Prasad
also disowned Tej Pratap
due to his “irresponsible
behaviour”.

Revanth Reddy’s remark a
political degradation: Rajnath
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n Aurangabad

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday criticised
Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for his
“Congress means Muslims”
comment, calling it a sheer
degradation of politics.

Addressing an election
rally in Bihar’s Aurangabad
district, Singh claimed the
BJP-led NDA does not divide
people on the basis of reli-
gion, caste and creed.

“The Congress and RJD
are trying to divide the
society based on caste, creed
and religion. This election is
a fight between good gover-
nance and jungle raj (law-
lessness). The same people
who plunged Bihar into an
era of caste conflict and
massacres are now seeking
votes. People must remain
alert about such forces,” he
said. While campaigning for
the Jubilee Hills assembly

bypoll in Hyderabad on
Thursday, Reddy criticised
Union Coal Minister G Kishan
Reddy for opposing the
recent induction of former
cricketer Mohammad
Azharuddin into his cabinet
and said it is only the
Congress that gives big posts
to members of the minority
communities.

“Congress means Muslims
and Muslims means
Congress,” the CM had said.

Singh also took a dig at

RJD chief Lalu Prasad, claim-
ing that these days ‘samosas’
do not require just ‘aloo’
(potatoes).

“The days are over when
RJD workers used to say ‘jab
tak rahega samosa mein
aaloo, tab tak rahega Bihar
mein Lalu’. Now, samosas do
not require just potatoes.
Tasty samosas require
cashew nuts and several
other ingredients. Only NDA
can provide tasty samosas,”
he quipped.

Nara Lokesh backs NDA
for Bihar development
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n Patna

Andhra Pradesh minister
Nara Lokesh, who has been in
poll-bound Bihar as part of
the NDA campaign, on
Sunday said continuity of 
the Government is impor-
tant to maintain the pace of
development in
the State.

Talking to
reporters here,
the TDP leader
said, “Viksit
Bihar is  an
important req-
uisite for Viksit
Bharat.”

The Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) is part of
the BJP-led NDA alliance at
the Centre.

Alleging that before Nitish
Kumar’s rule, there was
jungle raj in Bihar, he said the
state has become “vibrant
with better control over the
law and order situation”.

Highlighting the 

“power of double-engine
Government”, the TDP leader
said, “Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh were allocated the
largest chunk of the Union
Budget 2025-26, which has led
to better infrastructure and
the establishment of educa-
tional institutes. Delhi’s
support is essential for bring-
ing investments to the state.”

Terming the Bihar polls as
a “defining
moment” in

Indian politics,
Lokesh said

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar have “visions

and clean records” in gov-
ernance.

He dubbed the RJD’s “one
house, one Government job”
promise “impractical”, and
said that the Andhra Pradesh
Government is going forward
with the “one house, one
entrepreneur” pledge.

It can be replicated in Bihar
as well, he added.

Naqvi slams Opposition for
communalising voter list revision
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Senior BJP leader Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Sunday
slammed opposition parties
for giving a communal
colour to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, asserting
that neither the citizenship
nor the voting rights of any
Muslim is in danger.

During an awareness pro-
gramme organised at Koyla
gram panchayat in Uttar
Pradesh’s Rampur on SIR,
the former minority affairs
minister claimed that some
pseudo-secularists, under
the guise of a well-planned
political conspiracy, want to
marginalise Muslims polit-
ically by launching com-
munal attacks on every con-
stitutional reform, so that
they can sow seeds of inse-
curity and reap a harvest of
votes.

Naqvi said these political
parties, which get Muslim

votes in bulk,  did not
empower the minority
community socially, edu-
cationally, economically, or
politically.

Those belonging to the
“defeated dynasty” are con-
spiring to defame a vibrant
democracy through violent
anarchy, he said.

The deliberate design to
defame the dominance of
democracy through decep-
tion has been denounced

by people, he added.
Naqvi urged people to

remain cautious of “politi-
cal pollution being spread
by the sinister syndicate”
which is trying to create illu-
sionary fear and fallacy over
SIR of voters’ list.

Security of eligible voters
and scrutiny of ineligible
voters is a continuous
process of the electoral
system of a decisive democ-
racy, he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Rajya Sabha MPs Kapil Sibal
and AD Singh on Sunday
alleged “four special trains”
were run from Haryana to
Bihar on November 3 carrying
6,000 people, and asked the
railway minister to clarify
the purpose for operating
those during the assembly
polls and who paid for them.

Responding to their claims,
the Railway Ministry said,
“This festival season, the rail-
ways is running 12,000
special trains; 10,700 special
trains are scheduled and
about 2000 trains are
unscheduled. We are operat-

ing war rooms at three levels,
divisional, zonal, and Railway
board level.”

“Whenever there is a
sudden rush of passengers 
at any station, we immediate-
ly put into service unsched-
uled special trains,” the 
ministry said.

Independent MP Sibal and
RJD’s Rajya Sabha MP Singh,
addressing a joint press brief-
ing, claimed Railway officials
were asked to arrange some
trains and get in touch with
Haryana BJP chief Mohan Lal
Badoli and BJP general secre-
tary Archana Gupta there.

Singh claimed that pay-
ments for these trains had
been made by the BJP.

Sibal said, “Today, I am
here to shed light on some-
thing.  The Election
Commission will not do any-
thing, as their way of con-
ducting these elections has
been rather suspect. On
November 3, a train started at
10 am from Karnal and trav-
elled to Barauni via Panipat.
It had 1,500 people on board.

“The next started at 11 am
on November 3 from Karnal
and via Patna went to
Bhagalpur. It also had 1,500
people. At 3 pm the same day,
a third train, and a fourth one
at 4 pm started from
Gurugram and via Patna went
to Bhagalpur. There were
around 6,000 people in these

trains,” he claimed. The 
question arises whether 
only Haryana have people
who are to vote, or these
people have been sent spe-
cially for a specific purpose,
Sibal posed.

“If they are genuine voters,
they will take their own
trains, and if they have been
sent as per plan, you also
know that such fraudulent
things have been happening,”
he said. Sibal said Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
must answer why these
special trains were run, and
why were they run specifical-
ly from Haryana when they
could not run such trains
during Chhath.

“The other issue is that if
6,000 people have reached
there, then he would know
how many got down in Patna
and how many went to
Bhagalpur, how many got
on from Panipat and
Gurugram. Who booked
these trains? Were they
booked by JD(U) or the BJP?”
he asked.

Singh claimed he got infor-
mation that railway officials
were told that some trains
had to be made available,
and they should coordinate
with Haryana BJP chief Mohan
Lal and another BJP leader.

“The payment has been
made by the BJP. Let the rail
minister say who paid the

money for these trains,” he
said and claimed that the pas-
sengers would be “profes-
sional voters” who vote from
constituency to constituency
on a particular date.

They must be having fake
EPIC cards for which the EC
has been helping them, Singh
alleged. The Bihar polls are
being held in two phases on
November 6 and 11, and
results will be announced
on November 14.

The opposition INDIA bloc,
which has the RJD, the
Congress and the Left parties
as the main constituents, has
declared RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav its chief ministerial
candidate. 

Sibal, RJD MP say trains ferried 6,000 to Bihar from Haryana on November 3

LoP in the Lok Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addressing a
rally during Bihar Assembly elections in Purnia PTI

BJP’s Panipat district chief Dushyant Bhatt flagging off a special train to Bihar



DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

The roots of monastic education in India trace back to
ancient religious and philosophical traditions, particular-
ly within Buddhism. From the 5th century BCE, Buddhist
monasteries, or viharas, emerged as structured centres of
learning. Initially seasonal retreats for meditation and study
of the Buddha’s teachings, they evolved into permanent
institutions offering systematic education in scriptures,
ethics, logic, and philosophy. 

Renowned centres such as Nalanda, Vikramasila, and
Takshashila became magnets for scholars across Asia,
embodying a holistic educational model that emphasised
discipline, moral development, and intellectual inquiry. This
legacy safeguarded Buddhist philosophy and established

early models of lifelong, value-based education still rele-
vant to modern pedagogy.

Nalanda represents the most sophisticated expression
of this system. While earlier monasteries focused largely
on spiritual development, Nalanda Mahavihara (5th–12th
century CE) evolved into a vast, organised university with
residential facilities and a structured curriculum. It inte-
grated Buddhist philosophy with secular knowledge —
teaching grammar, medicine, astronomy, mathematics, and
the arts. Its multidisciplinary and inclusive approach encour-
aged debates, lectures, and commentaries, attracting stu-
dents from China, Korea, Tibet, and Southeast Asia. More
than a spiritual centre, Nalanda embodied the union of faith
and reason, viewing education as a pursuit of universal
enlightenment rather than sectarian learning.

In this spirit, the National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS), in partnership with the Indian Himalayan Council
of Nalanda Buddhist Tradition (IHCNBT), has launched a pio-
neering initiative to modernise and formally recognise
monastic education across India. Traditionally conducted
in Bhoti, this education preserves a rich repository of
Buddhist knowledge and Indian literary heritage. The works
of scholars like Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, and Dharmakirti
— alongside Sanskrit classics such as Meghaduta,
Kavyadarsa, Amarkosha, and Ramayana — testify to its intel-
lectual depth.

Covering Elementary, Secondary, and Senior Secondary
levels, the programme bridges traditional wisdom with
modern educational frameworks. Rajeev Kumar Singh,
Director (Academics) at NIOS, calls it “a bridge between
ancient wisdom and modern opportunity,” stressing that
the goal is not to secularise Buddhism but to empower
learners and ensure their knowledge receives equal
respect while engaging meaningfully in modern society.

The IHCNBT, representing Buddhist communities across
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, and North Bengal, plays a
crucial role in institutionalising this effort. For Maling Gombu,
its General Secretary, the initiative is both educational and
patriotic — strengthening the Indian identity of monastic
institutions and ensuring monasteries remain vibrant
centres of learning rooted in Indian civilisation.

Today, about 132 monasteries across the Himalayas have
been accredited by NIOS, enrolling nearly 10,000 learners.
This historic integration of monastic education into the
national framework is not merely an administrative
reform — it is a cultural renaissance. The Bodh Darshan ini-
tiative dignifies centuries-old Himalayan learning, reaffirm-
ing India’s position as the spiritual and intellectual cradle
of Buddhist thought.
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research, training, development, and more.
This craft follows the usual research pattern
of doing more and more with less and less.
The research rigour applied in a scholastic
mode to communication has done the
subject much good; however, by the same
token, a lot still needs to be done.

The use of various parts of the body — such
as the eyebrows, eyelashes, nos-
trils, lips, and cheeks — has led
many authors  not  only  to
describe their power but also to
read the meaning behind them.
All told, the ground is ripe for
looking at multiple layers of
recall and sharpening it to get the
nuances in context.

The present attempt to focus it almost lit-
erally on words, events, and actions has
created a base, but it does not go far enough.
Recall often takes on different shades of
meaning because of context, and recall
cannot be just of an event or activity but also
the meaning of meaning itself.

The current state of mind travels to choose
and relate the relevant information; this
happens almost in a reflux mode, and it is dif-
ficult to break it up into components and
analyse. It may not be necessary either. This
reflexive action shows the quality and func-

tioning of the mind in many ways.
Illustratively, the ability to associate and

correlate is important, and the relationship
of one thought to another highlights the
flavour of uniqueness and the richness of the
background. 

A person with a rich background will see
far more correlations than somebody whose

experience is limited; there-
fore, their correlations are fewer
and not as instantaneous when
needed. Practice makes the
whole system work far more
competently, as per the require-
ments of the situation, and it is
this which distinguishes one

quality of the mind from another.
Somewhere, someday, it will be realised,

more fully, that the quality of brain cells and
their multiple layers also have specific func-
tions. Some steps have already been taken
in this direction, but the correlation between
the physical brain and the conceptual brain
will take more time to analyse and convert
better into a fit topic for research.

That research, when meaningfully complet-
ed, will blend itself into its interpretation for
operational purposes. Here is a rich area for
research institutions to look into, as it will
help determine the nature of learning.

Editor’s

When it comes to the environment, enough is enough — the
planet is on the boil, and what was once taken for granted is
no longer freely available. The air we breathe, the water we
drink, and the food we live on are turning into our worst
nightmares. The rising temperatures and polluting
environments are affecting all, except the world leaders who
still think the environment cannot be their priority. Their
myopic vision has led us and they still remain in denial.

The opening of the COP30 Leaders’ Summit in Belém,
Brazil, should have been a moment of reckoning — a pause to
renew commitment to act before the world crosses the 1.5°C
threshold. But that was not to be. Instead, it began with a
scolding. United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres
admonished world leaders for their failure to meet the goals
they themselves set. “Too many leaders remain captive to
entrenched interests,” Guterres said, in a speech that was part
moral indictment at its best. His warning was stark: countries
are spending nearly $1 trillion every year subsidising fossil
fuels — the very fuels that are burning the planet.

Scientists have confirmed that the planet is now virtually
certain to cross the 1.5°C warming limit around 2030. Yet, the
very nations most responsible for emissions — the United
States, China, Russia, and India — were conspicuously absent
from the summit. Only the European Union sent a top leader.
Their absence cast a long shadow over the gathering,
highlighting a troubling erosion of global unity when
cooperation is most needed. As the world leaders took their
naps, Indigenous communities marched and sang for the
protection of forests and rivers at the venue.

Brazil’s President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, the host of
COP30, has tried to position the country as both a bridge and
a beacon — launching the “Tropical Forest Forever Facility,” a
$125 billion fund aimed at protecting the Amazon and other
vital ecosystems.

Early pledges have come from Germany, China, Norway,
and Indonesia, though the United Kingdom, a traditional
climate ally, declined to contribute. Lula’s initiative embodies
the summit’s potential: a new model of multilateralism,
rooted in cooperation among the Global South and built from
the bottom up, not dictated by powerful nations.

After thirty years of climate summits — from Rio to Kyoto,
from Paris to Belém — emissions continue to rise, fossil fuel
expansion continues unabated, and climate finance
commitments remain largely unmet. Global action on the
environment is missing as nations place their so-called
national interests over the environment, jeopardising it
immensely.

The irony is stark. Nations promise “net zero” while
licensing new oil fields; they pledge solidarity while funding
destruction. COP30 is a wake-up call, but everyone refuses to
wake up. They are avoiding the call of reason. It may be too
late when they wake up, and nothing is left to save — survival
may become the only agenda.

As leaders gather in Brazil, the UN chief’s rebuke reminds

us that climate promises have become hollow rituals,

even as the planet races past the point of no return

COP30: The Planet Waits
as the World Falters

Tracking trees, saving national wealth
India’s forests hold immense ecological and economic
value but face mounting threats from illegal logging and
black-market timber trade. 

Precious species like teak, rosewood, and sandalwood
are vanishing fast, with Global Forest Watch (2025) report-
ing an annual forest cover loss of around 2,560 hectares.
The nation forfeits nearly INR 5,200 crore in timber 
“each year, with 15–20 per cent of harvested wood going
unrecorded.

This crisis calls for coordinated action by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, state forest
departments, and local bodies. The integration of RFID tags,
QR codes, and AI-based monitoring can establish a nation-
al digital network to trace every log, ensuring transparen-
cy and accountability across the supply chain.

Real-time data sharing could curb illegal felling,
strengthen law enforcement, boost timber revenues, and
enhance India’s credibility in sustainable forestry.
Protecting forest wealth is not just an environmental oblig-
ation but also an economic opportunity — a vision where
technology, ethics, and conservation merge to build a
greener, smarter India. Protecting forests is protecting the
nation’s future — where innovation safeguards nature, and
accountability sustains prosperity.

VIJAYKUMAR HK | RAICHUR

Tagore’s vision under political fire

So, when Rabindranath Tagore’s immortal ode “Amar
Sonar Bangla” is sung upon the soil of India, the Chief
Minister of the concerned state himself takes the lead
in threatening legal action against the “traitor Anti-
Indians”! The nation’s great freedom fighters —
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas
Chandra Bose — often visited Shantiniketan to seek
Tagore’s counsel. His poems inspired countless revo-
lutionaries, and he blessed imprisoned freedom fight-
ers through his verses. Above all, he renounced his
knighthood to protest the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
— yet he is now absurdly branded a “stooge” of the
British for writing “Jana Gana Mana.”

It was not Tagore, Bose, or Nehru who sowed divi-
sion, but those now insisting on singing Vande Mataram
in full. Ignoring lessons from the Partition—born of com-
munal hatred—the great leaders chose only the initial
stanzas to uphold peace, unity, and respect for India’s
diversity. Today, those who are challenging that most
rational, humane decision actually form the real chal-
lenge to India and national integrity.

What a relentless, cold-blooded, calculated, barbar-
ic assault is being launched upon Rabindranath Tagore
every other day!

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

True justice demands real reform

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement that “ease
of justice must be for all” is inspiring in spirit, yet in prac-
tice, it borders on delusion — especially for the
common citizen (Ease of Justice Must Be for All, Nov 9).
While the government highlights judicial digitisation,
speedy trials, and legal reforms as proof of progress,
the lived experience tells a different story. Justice in India
continues to be an expensive, time-consuming, and
emotionally draining ordeal. More than five crore cases
are pending across various courts, and millions of under-
trials languish in jails awaiting hearings. For the poor,
women, and marginalised communities, the judiciary
is not a place of hope but of helplessness.

Even reforms such as virtual hearings and online filing
have primarily benefited the urban elite with resources
and connectivity. The government’s rhetoric of “ease
of justice” thus rings hollow without addressing
ground realities.

For true justice to reach all, India requires structur-
al transformation — increased judicial appointments,
affordable legal aid, simplified procedures, and a
culture of accountability. Until then, “ease of justice”
will remain a slogan rather than a social truth for the
millions still waiting to be heard.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU
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Most things in life require the ability to recall
and the capacity for judgment. Everything,
from ten seconds ago to ten hours ago, to ten
days or ten years ago, requires some form of
recall because everything cannot be put
down on paper or a means of reference.

The human mind has been created in such
a way that it works optimally when drawing
on recall. Some minds are a little sharper than
others, and some work better than others, and
this is reflected in the abilities of people. The
important thing to realise is that the ability to
recall can be sharpened through various
techniques and methods, and some would
even have us believe that there are exercises
to strengthen this.

The other trait, judgment, begins with a clas-
sical statement from the lead character in
Shakespeare’s play Hamlet: “To be, or not to
be, that is the question.” Hamlet had report-
edly lost the full functioning of his mind after
witnessing the killing of his father with the
connivance of the people who would have
stood up for his father’s defence.

The ghost of his father kept pursuing
Hamlet to avenge his death. Hamlet recog-
nised that ghost and set out in pursuit of things
which he found not only obnoxious but also
positively depraved. Yet to Hamlet, it made full
sense; the rest is a matter of the story, which
is not relevant to the theme here, but the clas-
sical dilemma of Hamlet shows how impor-
tant judgment is to life itself.

Judgment is needed in everything, and
listing the various aspects may help: What to
say? When to say it? How to say it? How much
to say? To whom to say it? At what level of
completeness to say it? The list can be long.
The above questions establish how judg-
ment is necessary in matters both big and
small.

Besides the fundamental questions listed
above, there are nuances such as intonation,
tone, and timing. The choice of words, inflec-
tion of the voice, and even the underlying
causes may all be relevant and, together,
define effectiveness. This cannot simply be
taught; it can only be practised, and practised
in a way where refinement builds upon itself.

Interestingly, this business of communica-
tion has received its virtual endorsement
through the curricula of various universities
and academic institutions. Communication
has developed as a distinct subject area, and
serious attempts have been made to analyse
it and integrate it into an academic framework.
To do so requires a craft — this craft involves

SOME MINDS ARE

A LITTLE

SHARPER THAN

OTHERS, AND

SOME WORK

BETTER THAN

OTHERS, AND

THIS IS

REFLECTED IN

THE ABILITIES OF

PEOPLE

Reviving Nalanda’s legacy in modern education

Shikaras glide across Dal Lake as the sun dips low, painting the sky in shades
of orange, while its reflection shimmers on the tranquil waters of Srinagar.
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In recent months, stray dogs

have attacked children, the

elderly, and ordinary citizens,

causing multiple injuries. Taking

serious suo motu cognisance of

these growing incidents, the

Supreme Court has issued a

special ruling regarding stray

dogs. Initially limited to the

national capital, Delhi, this order

is now to be implemented across

the entire country.

The Court has directed that all

stray dogs be removed from

public areas and housed in

shelters. 

Barbed wire fencing must be

installed around schools,

colleges, hospitals, railway

stations, sports complexes, bus

stops, and depots to prevent

their entry. All states and union

territories must, within two

weeks, prepare a list of

educational institutions,

hospitals, health centres, sports

complexes, bus stands, depots,

and railway stations, and take

prompt action to manage stray

dogs. The Court has also noted

the nuisance caused by other

stray animals and ordered

measures to control free-

roaming cattle —such as cows,

bulls, and buffaloes — on

highways and expressways.

Relevant authorities, including

municipal bodies, transport

departments, public works

departments, union territories,

and the NHAI, have been

directed to collaborate

effectively.

Only when all these

government agencies work in

sincere coordination will the

nuisance caused by stray dogs

and animals be meaningfully

reduced for the general public.

DATTAPRASAD | MUMBAI
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sectors such as semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, data centres, robotics, and elec-
tronics manufacturing. A fully digital Single-
Window 2.0 system now enables swift clear-
ances, reinforcing a culture of efficiency and
transparency. At Naya Raipur, the State’s
modern capital, foundation stones for a Rs
1,000-crore AI Data Centre Park and a Rs
1,143-crore semiconductor fabrication plant
by Polymatech Electronics signal the rise of
a new technological economy.

Such initiatives demonstrate
how Centre–State cooperation
accelerates progress. Alignment
with national goals under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047 has 
strengthened policy direction and investor
confidence.

Over two decades, connectivity has rede-
fined geography and opportunity.
Expressways now link major cities, while
new rail corridors such as
Dallirajhara–Rowghat–Jagdalpur connect
the plains to the forests of Bastar. Airports
at Jagdalpur and Ambikapur have reduced
travel time and integrated remote regions

into the State’s economic network.
Equally transformative has been digital

connectivity. With BharatNet and State IT ini-
tiatives, broadband access has expanded
rapidly, enabling e-governance, education,
and financial inclusion in rural areas. Roads
and fibre lines that once carried minerals
now carry opportunity.

Among all newly formed states,
Chhattisgarh faced the severest challenge
of Left-Wing Extremism. The shadow of

Maoist violence once disrupted
governance and isolated tribal
districts such as Bastar,
Dantewada, and Sukma. In
recent years, sustained cooper-

ation between the Union and State
Governments has begun to change this
reality. Security operations have been
matched by development outreach — new
roads, schools, power lines, and welfare
schemes reaching deep interiors. Initiatives
such as PM-JANMAN for Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups, mobile medical
units, and forest-rights recognition have
rebuilt citizen trust.

The patterns of insurgency are also

changing. Over a period of 22 months, 2,227
Maoist cadres have surrendered — signalling
a decisive shift. Under the Naxal
Surrender/Victim Relief and Rehabilitation
Policy 2025, each surrendering cadre
receives incentives, housing, skills training,
and livelihood support. Several former
strongholds have since been declared
Maoist-free following joint security and
development drives, and Naxals are now
confined to a small pocket in remote
forested areas.

These gains stem not from force alone but
from coordination between security agen-
cies, administration, tribal communities, and
Union Ministries. The goal is clear — to elim-
inate Maoist influence by March 2026.
Violence and civilian casualties have
declined sharply, and Bastar’s youth today
speak the language of education and enter-
prise. This transition from conflict to partic-
ipation remains one of the most significant
achievements of the past decade.

The return of normalcy is also reflected
in a revival of community life and cultural
pride. The annual Bastar Pandum, rooted in
tribal tradition and collective celebration,

and the Bastar Olympics, drawing over two
lakh participants, have become symbols of
peace and renewal — a region once defined
by fear now reclaiming its spirit through
sport, culture, and confidence.

The government’s wider strategy ensures
progress that is inclusive and sustainable.
The new industrial policy offers special
incentives for enterprises in former LWE-
affected districts, encouraging balanced
regional development. Roads, skills hubs,
and educational institutions are trans-
forming remote areas into active growth
zones.

With 44 per cent forest cover, the State
recognises that ecological balance is inte-
gral to growth. Its model integrates green
energy, afforestation, and responsible
mining so that economic expansion pro-
ceeds with environmental responsibility.

Education and health remain central to
long-term progress. Literacy has risen from
65 per cent in 2000 to over 77 per cent today.
A growing network of government-run
English-medium schools has brought quality
education to rural districts, giving every child
a fair chance.

Skills development centres are preparing
youth for jobs in technology-led industries,
advancing Prime Minister Modi’s vision of
a Skilled and Digital India.

Women’s self-help groups and entrepre-
neurs are driving economic participation at
the grassroots. Their success embodies the
larger spirit of the State — self-reliant,
industrious, and proud of its roots.

Health access has improved through the
establishment of new medical colleges and
mobile units, while the Ayushman scheme
covers over 2.38 crore individuals.

As the State enters its next quarter-
century, the focus is clear: to sustain growth
with equity and responsibility. Industrial
expansion must align with forest conserva-
tion, and urban prosperity must strength-
en rural livelihoods. Political stability, fiscal
discipline, and good governance remain
guiding pillars.

The story of the State is, above all, the story
of its people — their endurance, enterprise,
and unity. From insurgency to industry, from
scarcity to self-reliance, every milestone
bears the imprint of their effort. The vision
ahead is clear: a prosperous, secure, and self-
respecting State contributing meaningful-
ly to Prime Minister Modi’s goal of a devel-
oped India by 2047. The next twenty-five
years will not merely extend progress but
reaffirm faith — in governance, in partner-
ship, and in the people who made this
journey possible.

It was never merely a cricket match, nor just
another trophy. When the lights dimmed at Navi
Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium on 2 November 2025
and Harmanpreet Kaur lifted the ICC Women’s
Cricket World Cup to a sky ablaze with fireworks,
it felt as though a nation had exhaled after decades
of holding its breath. India had finally conquered
the world stage in women’s cricket — a ‘1983
moment’ — defeating South Africa by 52 runs in
a performance both poetic and powerful. Smriti
Mandhana’s exquisite 134 not out was a master-
class in grace, while Deepti Sharma’s composed
half-century and five-wicket haul sealed the
triumph. Beyond the roar was something quieter:
India’s daughters had rewritten their place in the
country’s sporting imagination.

This victory  was about courage, conviction, and
the invisible labour of those who dreamed when
no one was watching. For five decades, Indian
women’s cricket has been a story of defiance —
of women who played not for fame but for the
right to belong. It began in 1973 under pioneers
like Shantha Rangaswamy, whose team played on
empty fields with borrowed kits. Their
debut came against the West Indies in
1976, but progress was slow and under-
funded. Milestones came quietly: the
first ODI win in 1982, runners-up finish-
es in 2005 and 2017, and flashes of brilliance that
never quite set the nation alight. By 2025, all that
had changed. The Women in Blue had turned
history on its head. With 168 ODI victories, seven
Test wins, and consistent T20I performances, their
dominance was undeniable. This World Cup win
— the first by a non-Western nation — shattered
the duopoly of Australia and England. Mandhana’s
century became the highest score in a Women’s
World Cup final, while Sharma’s 5/34 made her the
first Indian woman to take a five-for in a global
decider. Over 500 million people watched the
semi-final against Australia — proof India wasn’t
watching women’s cricket out of novelty, but
necessity. Behind these numbers lie stories that
mirror India’s social mosaic. Harmanpreet Kaur,
the captain from Moga, began with a bat her father
carved from a willow branch. She faced resistance
from those who saw cricket as a man’s game, yet
persisted, debuting in 2009 and leading India to
Commonwealth gold in 2022. Mandhana’s story
is one of resolve — from a wrist fracture at eleven
to becoming the first Indian woman to score a
double hundred in ODIs. Deepti Sharma’s journey
— from being trolled for an overstep in 2022 to hero

of 2025 — reads like redemption. Richa Ghosh, from
Bengal, became the first Indian to win the U-19
(2023), WPL (2024), and senior World Cup before
turning twenty-three — proof that a generation
now believes no ceiling is unbreakable.

This diversity is the team’s quiet strength. The
2025 squad represents India’s regions — from
Maharashtra’s academies to Bengal’s maidans,
Gujarat’s outfields to Himachal’s hilltop pitches.
In them, India sees itself: urban and rural, privi-
leged and striving, multilingual yet united by
hope.Yet the ascent of women’s cricket has not
come without bruises. For decades, players
carried not just kits but the weight of inequality.
It was only in 2022 that the BCCI announced equal
match fees — Rs 15 lakh for Tests, ?6 lakh for ODIs,
and Rs 3 lakh for T20Is — a landmark step. Until
then, women earned a fraction of men’s pay. Even
now, gaps persist: the Women’s World Cup prize
money was Rs 51 crore, far below Rs 125 crore for
the men’s event. Beyond pay, women’s matches
still fight for coverage and legitimacy. Players face
online abuse and intrusive questions about “set-
tling down”. Only one in five of BCCI’s 40,000
grounds hosts women’s tournaments. The inequity
runs deep, but the resistance runs deeper.

The Women’s Premier League (WPL), launched
in 2023, marked a turning point. The first season
became the most-watched domestic women’s
league, attracting sponsors and global viewers. The
professionalisation of the women’s game is now
real. Its social impact is profound. In a country
where girls’ sport long occupied the margins, the

WPL and national team’s success are
rewriting that story. More parents are
enrolling daughters in academies,
and brands are finally backing female
athletes. The question has shifted

from whether women can play to how far they
can go. As the Women in Blue prepare for the
home Ashes in 2026, the challenge moves from
conquest to continuity. The BCCI plans to reinvest
WPL earnings into grassroots academies. 

Yet the revolution remains incomplete until the
gender gap in visibility and endorsements — with
male cricketers still earning nearly four times more
— is narrowed. yIndia’s Women in Blue are not
anomalies; they are the nation’s truest reflection
— rising from the same soil that births its contra-
dictions, where girls are taught to shrink their
dreams yet choose to stand tall. When
Harmanpreet lifted the trophy under the Mumbai
night sky, she wasn’t merely holding silver; she was
carrying the legacy of countless women who were
told they couldn’t — and proved they could. For
every young girl gripping a bat in a dusty field, this
moment is both a mirror and a message: play
boldly, live freely, and dream without limits.

As the world turns inward, India must turn
upward by building formal, fair, and dignified jobs
at home.

Across the world, anxiety about immigration
is reshaping economies and politics. Countries
that once welcomed global talent are turning
inward, building barriers instead of bridges. In
this changing world, India cannot solely depend
on exporting its people for prosperity. We must
be Atmanirbhar not just in production, but in
opportunity, ensuring that domestic growth trans-
lates into well-paying, standardised, and digni-
fied jobs at home.

Martin Luther King Jr once said, “All
labour that uplifts humanity has
dignity and importance and should
be undertaken with painstaking
excellence.” India’s new Labour
Codes are a step towards realising
that ideal, ensuring that the millions who build,
move, and power this country are not just
workers, but participants in progress. The Codes
aim to restore dignity to work by replacing infor-
mality with inclusion, discretion with data, and
vulnerability with visibility.

For decades, India’s labour ecosystem resem-
bled a patchwork quilt stitched together by 29
separate laws, each well-intentioned but collec-
tively confusing. The result was an equilibrium
of inefficiency: workers remained vulnerable, and
employers remained wary. The Government’s
decision to consolidate these into four clear Codes
on wages, industrial relations, social security, and
workplace safety is not merely administrative
reform; it is an act of modernisation, 
recognising that protection and productivity must
rise together.

At its heart, the reform is about visibility. A
worker with no appointment letter, no wage slip,
and no digital record is invisible to both the state
and the market. Formalisation corrects that. Every
job documented is a life recognised. Every
digital record becomes a bridge to benefits — from
social security to insurance and mobility. For
employers too, this shift replaces uncertainty with
structure and discretion with data. When every
employment relationship has a record, trust has
a foundation.

Take wages. For years, India had thousands of
minimum wage rates, varying across states and
industries. Workers in districts in close proxim-
ity could earn vastly different amounts for the

same work. The Code on Wages establishes a
national floor wage and a uniform definition of
“wages”. This ensures that no one is paid below
a dignified threshold and that equal pay for equal
work becomes a rule, not rhetoric. It also helps
labour mobility: a worker moving from one state

to another can be assured that his
wage rights move with him.

The Industrial Relations Code
brings a similar balance between flex-
ibility and fairness. India’s economy
is now a blend of manufacturing, ser-

vices, and a rapidly growing gig sector. Many
industries — logistics, retail, construction —
operate with seasonal demand and project-based
work. Fixed-term contracts, now legitimised
and standardised, allow companies to hire with
agility without compromising on equality of pay
or benefits. For workers, flexibility no longer
means insecurity. The creation of a reskilling fund
signals a shift from reactive welfare to proactive
employability. Losing a job no longer means
falling off a cliff; it becomes a bridge to learning
and re-entry. The Social Security Code recognis-
es that India’s workforce is no longer confined
to factory floors. Drivers, delivery partners, and
freelancers — the new builders of the digital
economy — now find a place within the protec-
tion net. Platforms will contribute to a central fund
for their welfare, acknowledging that while the
nature of work changes, the need for security does
not. Self-assessment, unified filings, and digital
records replace piles of paperwork with trans-
parency and traceability. Compliance becomes
simpler, and policymaking becomes smarter.

Equally significant is the focus on dignity and
safety. The Code on Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions is not just about helmets
and handrails; it is about respect at work.
Appointment letters become mandatory, health
check-ups standard, and women can now work
in all sectors and shifts, provided safety measures
ensure it — a single provision that can unlock a
vast expansion in female workforce participation.
Migrant workers, long treated as outsiders in their

own country, will now access welfare benefits
wherever they work. This is inclusion made tan-
gible. Simplification may be the most underes-
timated dividend. One registration, one licence,
one return — instead of 29. Inspectors are now
facilitators. The compliance conversation moves
from penalty to partnership. For small enterpris-
es — the backbone of India’s jobs — this means
less time chasing approvals and more time build-
ing business. Formalisation is not paperwork; it
is productivity.

Implementation will take time. States must
align their rules, digital systems must function
smoothly, and both employers and workers must
adapt. But direction matters. These Codes send
a clear signal: India wants to be a country where
jobs are not just created but counted; where flex-
ibility and fairness co-exist; and where workers
and employers are partners, not adversaries.

As the global tide turns inward, India’s path
must be to strengthen its domestic foundations
— a labour system that is transparent, portable,
and fair. The true dividend of these reforms will
be felt when India’s growth is powered not only
by more jobs, but by better ones — formal, well-
paid, and dignified.

If implemented with care and consistency,
these reforms can reshape how India works —
turning informality into inclusion and work
into dignity. Few ideas capture this better than
Basavanna’s timeless reminder from 12th-century
Karnataka: “Kayakave Kailasa” — work itself is
heaven. His movement saw every profession,
from cobbler to scholar, as sacred when done
with sincerity. 

The new Labour Codes carry that spirit forward
— that dignity lies not in status but in effort.
Because, in the end, the true test of reform is not
in its passage, but in its practice.

India’s labour codes: From informality to
inclusive growth and the dignity of workers
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Marking twenty-five years of statehood, the
State’s journey reflects how vision, persever-
ance, and people’s faith can transform poten-
tial into performance. Born in November 2000
from the belief that governance closer to cit-
izens ensures fairness and opportunity, it
today stands as a model of balance and 
confidence — rooted in tradition yet ready for
the future.

From modest beginnings, the State has
emerged as one of India’s most stable and
forward-looking regions. Among the three
states created at the turn of the millennium
— Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Chhattisgarh
— it has distinguished itself through steady
governance, inclusive growth, and peace-
building.

Good governance remains the foundation
of progress. To strengthen administrative effi-
ciency, our government established the
Department of Good Governance and
Convergence, the first of its kind in the
region. It ensures time-bound service deliv-
ery, tracks grievances, and promotes trans-
parency across departments. By evaluating
performance through measurable outcomes,
it helps institutions focus on citizens rather
than procedures.

This framework is supported by Jan Chaupal
forums for citizen dialogue, digitisation of land
and revenue records, and e-office systems that
reduce delays. Devolution of funds and
authority to panchayats has accelerated
local development. Together, these mea-
sures reflect governance that is participato-
ry, responsive, and rooted in trust.

The economy has moved beyond extraction
to enterprise. The Durg–Bhilai–Raigarh corri-
dor continues to drive industrial output,
while agro-processing, solar energy, and
steel fabrication are emerging growth areas.
Farmers remain central to this progress. The
Krishak Unnati Yojana scheme ensures fair
procurement and timely payments, and the
Millet Mission has revived traditional 
crops, improved nutrition, and opened new
markets. This balanced approach has strength-
ened rural incomes and restored dignity to
agriculture.

The Industrial Development Policy 2024–30
lays the foundation for the next phase of
growth, shifting focus to innovation-driven

A journey of people’s faith and steady progress
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ASSOCIATED PRESS n Kyiv

Ukrainian strikes disrupted
power and heating to two
major Russian cities near
the Ukrainian border, local
Russian officials reported
on Sunday. The report comes
as Russia and Ukraine have
traded almost daily assaults
on each other’s energy infra-
structure, and US-led diplo-
matic efforts to stop the
nearly four-year war have
not advanced. 

Elsewhere, Ukraine’s top
diplomat accused Moscow
of deliberately endangering
nuclear safety, as he said
Russia’s mass drone and
missile attack on Friday
struck substations that
power two nuclear power
plants. A drone strike tem-
porarily caused blackouts
and cut heating to parts of
Voronezh, regional Governor
Alexander Gusev said. 

He said several drones
were electronically jammed
during the night over the
city, home to just over 1
million people, sparking a
fire at a local utility facility
that was quickly extin-
guished.  Russian and
Ukrainian news channels
on Telegram claimed the
strike targeted a local
thermal power plant.

A missile strike late on
Saturday also caused

“serious damage” to power
and heating systems supply-
ing the city of Belgorod, with
some 20,000 households
affected, local Govrnor
Vyacheslav Gladkov report-
ed the following morning.
Belgorod had a population
of some 340,000 people at
the last census in 2021, and
is the administrative centre
of a region of the same
name.  Russia’s defence min-
istry said Sunday that its

forces destroyed or inter-
cepted 44 Ukrainian drones
during the night that flew
over southwestern Russia.
The statement made no
mention of  either the
Voronezh or Belgorod
provinces,  nor did it  
specify how many drones
Ukraine launched. 

Months of Ukrainian long-
range drone strikes on
Russian refineries have
aimed to deprive Moscow of

the oil export revenue it
needs to pursue the war.
Meanwhile, Kyiv and its
western allies say Russia is
trying to cripple the
Ukrainian power grid and
deny civilians access to heat,
light and running water for
a fourth consecutive winter,
in what Ukrainian officials
call “weaponising” the biting
cold. Russia’s mass drone
and missile strikes on Friday
hit power substations that

supply two of Ukraine’s
nuclear power plants,
according to Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha. “Russia once again
targeted substations that
power the Khmelnytskyi and
Rivne nuclear power plants,”
Sybiha said in a statement
on X late Saturday. “These
were not accidental but
well-planned strikes. Russia
is deliberately endangering
nuclear safety in Europe.”

Sybiha called for an urgent
meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency 
board of  governors to
respond to the risks posed
by the attacks.   

Moscow’s massive attacks
on Ukraine’s electricity infra-
structure last winter have
heightened scrutiny over
the Ukrainian Energy
Ministry’s apparent failure to
protect the country’s most
critical energy facilities near
nuclear power sites, accord-
ing to several current and
former officials who spoke 
to the AP. 

Elsewhere, Russia’s top
diplomat said Sunday that
he was ready to meet US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio to discuss the war in
Ukraine and mending bilat-
eral ties. “Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and I under-
stand the need for regular
communication,” Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov told
Russia’s Ria state agency,
weeks after efforts to organ-
ise a summit between the
Russian and US leaders were
put on ice.

Lavrov on Sunday repeat-
ed that peace can’t be
achieved without “taking
Russian interests into
account," a phrase Moscow
has used to signal it is stand-
ing firm in its maximalist
demands for Ukraine.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Lisbon

Tens of thousands of people in
Lisbon took to the streets on
Saturday to protest a package
of labour reforms proposed by
Portuguese Prime Minister
Luis Montenegro’s
Government. Demonstrators
carried posters that read “No
to the labor package" and
called for a monthly minimum
wage of 1,050 euros ($1,214)
in 2026.

The protest was organized
by the country’s main labor
union in opposition to an
overhaul the Government says
aims to improve productivity
and flexibility in the job
market. Opponents want the
package withdrawn and say it
threatens workers’ rights.
Among the controversial

elements are a limit on how
long breastfeeding women
can claim a flexible work
schedule and reduced
miscarriage bereavement
leave. The reforms would also
make worker dismissals
easier. Portugal’s current
minimum wage stands at 870
euros (about $1,007) per
month.Montenegro, who
leads the center-right
Democratic Alliance, heads a
minority Government in the
European Union nation of
10.6 million people. If
approved, the bill will be sent
to parliament where it’s
expected to pass with the
votes of far-right Chega, the
largest opposition party.
Organizers of Saturday’s
protest announced a general
strike on December 11.

People in Lisbon protest
proposed labour reforms

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Islamabad

Peace talks between Pakistan
and Afghanistan in Istanbul
have ended without
agreement, with the sides
trading blame for the
breakdown in negotiations
aimed at easing border
tensions and upholding a
fragile ceasefire, officials said
Saturday. Tensions have
escalated in recent weeks
following deadly border
fighting that killed dozens of
soldiers and civilians. The
violence erupted after
explosions in Kabul on

October 9, which
Afghanistan’s Taliban
Government said were drone
strikes conducted by Pakistan
and vowed to avenge. The
clashes subsided after Qatar
brokered a ceasefire on
October 19, which remains
tenuously in
place.Afghanistan’s
Government spokesman,
Zabiullah Mujahid, blamed
Pakistan for the talks’ failure,
saying that “Pakistan’s
demands in the negotiations
were unreasonable and the
talks could not proceed, the
meeting ended and the talks
are at a standstill for now.” 

Ukrainian strikes cripple power in 2 Russian cities

Russian army soldiers fire to shoot a Ukrainian drone on an undisclosed location in Ukraine AP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dhaka

Bangladesh Police on Saturday carried out a large-scale
coordinated security drill at key points of the Capital
ahead of deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s now
disbanded Awami League’s “Dhaka Lockdown”
programme on November 13. Several newspapers
quoting unidentified sources in the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police said some 7,000 policemen took part in a drill at
142 locations. Witnesses reported increased police
presence across Dhaka, which enhanced concerns among
residents of the capital about the law and order situation
on November 13. Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal is set to announce a date for delivering judgment
against deposed PM Hasina after her trial in absentia on
charges of alleged crimes against humanity.

Bangladesh Police stages
drill amid fears of unrest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA  n New York

India’s Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra
discussed with Intel’s CEO Lip Bu Tan the company’s
semiconductor and AI initiatives and plans in India. The
virtual interaction on Saturday came as New Delhi
accelerates efforts to strengthen its semiconductor and AI
industries under the India Semiconductor Mission and
IndiaAI initiative. "Had the pleasure to interact with Mr.
Lip Bu Tan, CEO of INTEL to discuss INTEL’s initiatives and
plans for India operations in coordination with the
Government’s goal to develop semiconductor and AI
industry in India under the aegis of India Semiconductor
Mission and India AI," Kwatra said in an X post. The
interaction comes as India prepares to host a crucial AI
summit in February next year.

Indian Envoy, Intel CEO
discuss AI plans for India

Pakistan, Afghanistan peace
talks in Istanbul fail 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n Moscow

The US seems to be facing
headwinds in persuading
Volodymyr Zelenski and
NATO allies not to interfere
with its efforts for a peace-
ful settlement of the Ukraine
crisis,  Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said
Sunday. Lavrov’s comments
came weeks after unsuc-
cessful efforts for a summit
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and his US
counterpart Donald Trump,
as a follow up of the talks
between the two leaders at
Anchorage in Alaska on
August 15 where they had
not reached a deal to end
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

“The Americans assured
us back then (Alaska
summit) that they would be
able to ensure that
Zelenskyy would not
impede the achievement of
peace. Apparently, certain
difficulties have arisen on
this issue,” Lavrov said in an

interview with state news
agency RIA Novosti.

“Furthermore, as far as
we know, Brussels and
London are trying to per-
suade Washington to
abandon its intention to
resolve the crisis through
political and diplomatic
means and fully engage in
efforts to exert military

pressure on Russia, that is,
to finally become part of
the ‘war party’,” he said.
Lavrov also underscored
that despite the compro-
mise reached at  the
summit in Anchorage,
Moscow is firm on its fun-
damental  principles:
Russia’s territorial integri-
ty and the choice of the res-

idents of Crimea, Donbass,
and Novorossiya are not
negotiable. 

“We are now awaiting
confirmation from the
United States that the
Anchorage agreements
remain in force,” Lavrov
added.  Putin has repeated-
ly stated that Russia advo-
cates exclusively for a long-

term settlement without
any temporary ceasefires
and that achieving such a
settlement is possible only
after addressing the root
causes of the conflict.

The root causes he iden-
tifies include the threats to
Russia’s national security
arising from NATO expan-
sion and the oppression of
the Russian-speaking pop-
ulation in Ukraine. 

Lavrov had talked to his
US counterpart Marco Rubio
on October 20 to prepare
for the Budapest summit
between Putin and 
Trump, which was report-
edly cancelled due to
Moscow’s rigid stand for
seeking a political settle-
ment before a ceasefire. 

The Russian Army, mean-
while, is advancing to
capture strategic towns of
Pokrovsk (Krasnoarmeisk)
and Kupyansk where in
pincer movements more
than 10,000 Ukrainian
troops along with NATO
advisers are blocked. 

China Eastern
launches
Shanghai-Delhi
flight with near
full capacity 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n Beijing

China Eastern Airlines started
its Shanghai-Delhi service on
Sunday with a 95 per cent
occupancy, becoming the first
mainland Chinese carrier this
year to resume direct flights to
India after a gap of five years.

Flight MU563, carrying 248
passengers, departed from
Shanghai Pudong International
Airport for Delhi, the state-run
Global Times reported. Indian
airline IndiGo will begin its daily
Delhi-Guangzhou service from
November 10. China Eastern
becomes the first Chinese
mainland-based airline in 2025
to resume direct passenger
flights between China and
India, the report said, adding
that the Shanghai-Delhi flight
achieved a load factor of over
95 per cent.

The Shanghai-Delhi route is
considered a key corridor
linking two major economic
centres and is expected to
boost exchanges in trade,
economy and culture, the
report said.

Flights between India and
the Chinese mainland resumed
on October 26 when an IndiGo
aircraft landed at Guangzhou
in Guangdong province from
Kolkata, ending a hiatus that
began with the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020. Services were
not restored due to the military
standoff between the two
countries in eastern Ladakh,
which ended in October 
last year.

China Eastern’s Shanghai
Pudong-Delhi route, operated
by an Airbus A330 wide-body
aircraft, will run three times a
week on Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays. 

The airline said it plans to
increase frequencies based on
market demand and also aims
to resume the Kunming-
Kolkata service and launch a
new Shanghai-Mumbai route.
Bilateral relations between
Indian and China hit their
lowest point since the 1962 war
after the Galwan Valley clashes
in June 2020. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Kuala Lumpur

A boat carrying about 300
migrants from Myanmar cap-
sized last week in the Indian
Ocean close to the maritime
border between Thailand and
Malaysia, with at least one
body recovered floating in the
sea, 10 rescued and dozens
missing, officials said Sunday. 

The timing and the exact
location where the boat sank
were not immediately known.

A Malaysian official said
the vessel likely capsized in
Thai waters, warning that
cross-border syndicates are
becoming increasingly active
in exploiting migrants using
perilous sea routes.

A police chief said some of
those rescued were Rohingya
Muslims, who mainly live in
Myanmar where they have
faced persecution for
decades. First Adm Romli
Mustafa, from the Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement

Agency, said a preliminary
investigation indicates the
boat had departed from the
town of Buthidaung, in
Myanmar’s Rakhine state. 

And that it sank three days
ago. The agency launched a
search and rescue opera-
tion on Saturday, after
several survivors were found
drifting in the waters near
Malaysia’s northern resort

island of Langkawi. The body
of a woman, believed to be
from Myanmar, was found
floating in the sea, he added.

At least 10 people were
rescued from the incident,
including a man from
Bangladesh and several from
Myanmar, he said. “There is
a possibility that more
victims will be located as the
operation continues,” Romli

said in a statement. A
Malaysian state police chief
Adzli Abu Shah told national
Bernama news agency the
vessel likely sank in Thai
waters before the victims
drifted into Malaysia.

In January, Malaysian
authorities turned away two
boats carrying nearly 300
people believed to be Muslim
Rohingya refugees who were
trying to enter the country
illegally. Malaysia is a popular
destination because of its
dominant Malay Muslim pop-
ulation. Malaysia has accept-
ed Rohingya in the past on
humanitarian grounds but
has tried to limit their
numbers, fearing a mass
influx of people arriving 
on boats. 

There are around 117,670
Rohingya refugees registered
with the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
in Malaysia — about 59 per
cent of the total refugee pop-
ulation in Malaysia.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n Karachi

Over 1.6 million children are
engaged in child labour in
Pakistan’s Sindh province, a
senior official said on Sunday,
citing a recent survey. Child
labour remains a major
menace in the country
despite efforts by the
Government to update and
institute laws to protect chil-
dren aged between 5 and 17,
said Sindh Director General of
Labour Syed Muhammad
Murtaza Ali Shah.  

A survey conducted by his
department in July-August
with the technical assistance
of UNICEF and the Bureau of
Statistics revealed that over
1.6 million (10.3 per cent of
children aged 5–17) were
engaged in child labour in the
province.“The other
provinces are also now car-
rying out fresh surveys on
child labour but in Sindh we

found that as many as
800,000 children (50.4 per
cent of those aged 10–17) are
working in hazardous and
exploitative conditions,
which include excessive
hours, extreme weather, and
unsafe tools in agriculture
and industrial sectors,” Shah
said. The survey also showed
that only 40.6 per cent of
working children attend
school, compared to 70.5 per
cent of non-working chil-
dren. The Qambar
Shahdadkot district had the
highest prevalence of child

labour of 30.8 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tharparkar at 29
per cent, Tando Muhammad
Khan at 20.3 per cent, and
Shikarpur at 20.2 per cent.
Karachi has the lowest rate,
at just 2.38 per cent.

Shah said that the provin-
cial Government was
working on updating laws,
increasing projects to
educate people about the
illegalities of child labour
and even conducting raids at
workplaces to protect chil-
dren. He added that Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
had also set up a special
task force to mitigate and
eliminate the menace.

According to the survey,
child labour had declined
by nearly 50 per cent since
1996, when the percentage
was 20.6, he said. Shah
said the Government had
launched social protection
schemes to support 
poverty-ridden families.

Trump faces hurdles in Ukraine peace push: Russia

THE SURVEY ALSO
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ONLY 40.6 PER CENT

OF WORKING
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Over 1.6 million children engaged
in child labour in Pakistan’s Sindh

Migrants’ boat capsizes off Malaysia, 1 dead

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency shows migrants handed over to
authorities after they were rescued by a sailboat AP
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WORLD

UK Home Secretary
Shabana Mahmood has
turned to Denmark as a
model for tougher
measures to crackdown
on soaring migration
figures, with plans for
tighter controls and an
overhaul of the asylum
system, according to
British media reports this
weekend. Denmark is
seen as one of the
toughest countries in
Europe on immigration
and Mahmood is said to
have dispatched senior
Home Office officials to
Copenhagen recently to
study some of the
lessons that could be
applied to the UK. In the
Scandinavian country,
most people who have
been successfully
granted asylum when
fleeing conflicts are 
only allowed to remain in
the country on a
temporary basis until the
Danish Government
decrees their home
countries as safe for
them to be returned.

Britain exploring
Denmark’s model

UK

Strong waves killed
three people on Spain’s
Canary Islands by
pulling them into the
Atlantic Ocean during a
tidal surge, officials said
Sunday. Another 15
were injured in four
different incidents along
the coast of the island of
Tenerife on Saturday,
according to emergency
services. A man and a
woman died and several
others were injured after
strong waves pulled
them into the ocean in
the municipalities of La
Guancha, Puerto de la
Cruz and Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, emergency
services said. A third
man was found dead,
floating in the ocean
near a beach in
Granadilla. Authorities
had warned people of a
tidal surge and 
strong winds, advising
them not to walk along
coastal paths and avoid
putting themselves at
risk by taking photos
and videos of the 
rough seas.

3 dead in tidal
surge on island

ASSOCIATED PRESS  n London

Thousands of military personnel, veterans and members of
the public gathered under blue skies on Sunday in London
as King Charles III led Britain’s annual ceremony of
remembrance for the country’s war dead. As Parliament’s Big
Ben bell tolled 11 am, the crowd fell still for two minutes of
silence, broken by a single artillery blast and Royal Marines
buglers sounding “The Last Post.”The 76-year-old king,
dressed in the uniform of an army field marshal, laid a
wreath of red paper poppies on a black background at the
base of the Cenotaph war memorial near Parliament. Erected
over a century ago to honour the British and allied troops
killed in World War I, it has become the focus of annual
ceremonies for members of military and civilian services
killed in that war and subsequent conflicts.

King Charles leads UK’s
remembrance Sunday tribute

ASSOCIATED PRESS  n Beirut

Two decades ago, Ahmad al-Sharaa was held in a US-run
detention centre in Iraq after joining Al-Qaida militants
fighting against American forces there. Few would have
predicted that he would go on to become the first Syrian
president to visit Washington since the country’s
independence in 1946. Since rebel forces he led ousted
former Syrian President Bashar Assad last December, al-
Sharaa— who cut ties with al-Qaida years earlier — has gone
on a largely successful charm offensive to establish new
ties with countries that had shunned Assad’s Government
after its brutal crackdown on protesters in 2011 spiralled
into a 14-year civil war. Al-Sharaa met with US President
Donald Trump in Saudi Arabia in May, where Trump
announced that he would lift decades of sanctions.

Ahmad Al-Sharaa to visit
White House 

SPAIN

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Tel Aviv

Hamas announced it will hand
over on Sunday afternoon the
body of an Israeli soldier who was
killed in 2014 and been held in Gaza
since then. His remains are the only
ones held in Gaza since before the
latest, two-year war between Israel
and Hamas.

The return of the soldier, Hadar
Goldin, would be a significant
development in the US-brokered
truce and close a painful, 11-year
saga for his parents, who spear-
headed a campaign, along with the
family of another soldier whose
body was taken in 2014, to bring
their son home for burial.

According to the announce-
ment, Hamas said it found Goldin’s
body in a tunnel in the enclave’s
southernmost city of Rafah on
Saturday. Goldin was killed on
August 1, 2014, two hours after a
ceasefire took effect ending that
year’s  war between Israel  
and Hamas.

Israeli media, citing anonymous
officials, have reported that Hamas

was delaying the release of
Goldin’s body in hopes of negoti-
ating safe passage for more than
100 militants surrounded by Israeli
forces and trapped in the enclave’s
southernmost city of Rafah.

Gila Gamliel, the minister of

science and technology and a
member of  Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party,
told Army radio said that Israel is
not negotiating for a deal within a
deal.”There are agreements whose
implementation is guaranteed by

the mediators, and we shouldn’t
allow anyone to come know and
play (games) and to reopen the
agreement,” she said.

Hamas made no comment on a
possible exchange for its fighters
stuck in the so-called yellow zone,
which is controlled by Israeli
forces, though they acknowledged
that there are clashes taking 
place there.

Goldin is one of five bodies of
deceased hostages still remaining
in Gaza. As part of the US-brokered
truce deal, the militants are expect-
ed to return all of the remains of
hostages. Israeli President Isaac
Herzog confirmed that Israel
expected the release of Goldin in
the afternoon. Herzog made the
comments during a eulogy at the
funeral of Staff Sgt Itay Chen, an
American-Israeli soldier who was
killed on October 7, 2023 and his
body was in Gaza until militants
released it last week. Since the
ceasefire began last month, mili-
tants have released the remains of
23 hostages. For each Israeli
hostage returned, Israel has been
releasing the remains of 15

Palestinians. Ahmed Dheir, direc-
tor of forensic medicine at Nasser
Hospital in the southern Gaza city
of Khan Younis, said that the
remains of 300 have now been
returned, with 89 identified. 

The war began with a Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel on
October 7, 2023 in which 251 people
were kidnapped and 1,200 killed in
Israel ,  mostly civi l ians.  On
Saturday, Gaza’s Health Ministry
said the number of Palestinians
killed in Gaza has risen to 69,169.
The ministry, part of the Hamas-run
Government and staffed by
medical professionals, maintains
detailed records viewed as gener-
ally reliable by independent
experts. Back in 2014, the Israeli
military determined, based on evi-
dence found in the tunnel where
Goldin’s body was taken — includ-
ing a blood-soaked shirt and prayer
fringes — that he had been killed
in the attack. Earlier this year,
Goldin’s family marked 4,000 days
since his body was taken. 

The military retrieved the body
of another soldier who was killed
in the 2014 war earlier this year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA  

n Luanda

India and Angola on Sunday
exchanged multiple
Memorandums of
Understanding (MOUs) to
strengthen bilateral ties on
subjects like fisheries, aqua-
culture and marine resources
during the first  day of
President Droupadi Murmu’s
official engagements in the
African country.

The President is on a four-
day state visit to the country
between November 8-11. This
is the first visit by an Indian
president to Angola.

Murmu was officially wel-
comed at the Presidential
Palace here by Angolan
President João Manuel
Gonçalves Lourenço, starting
with a 21-gun salute and a cer-
emonial guard of honour.
The two leaders later sat
down for delegation-level
talks, following which MOUs
were exchanged between the
two countries, followed by a
joint reading of statements
before the press. 

Murmu said the partner-
ship between India and
Angola was built on “mutual
trust, respect and a shared
vision for the prosperity of our
peoples.”  She thanked the
Angolan people and the
Government for hosting her

delegation in their country
and also for inviting her to
attend the 50th anniversary of
their independence on
November 11. The President
expressed happiness over

Angola’s developmental
efforts aimed at ensuring the
progress and prosperity of 
its people. 

Murmu, during the delega-
tion-level talks, underlined

the “thriving” energy trade
partnership between the two
countries and said that Angola
plays an important role in
India’s energy security. 

Both leaders agreed to

“further diversify” trade and
investment ties in new and
emerging areas, including
technology, agriculture,
health, defence, infrastruc-
ture, and people-to-people

exchanges.  “MoUs on coop-
eration in fisheries, aquacul-
ture and marine resources,
and on cooperation in con-
sular matters were
exchanged on the occasion,”

an official statement said.
Murmu also said India wel-
comes Angola’s decision to
join the International Big Cat
Alliance (IBCA) and the Global
Biofuels Alliance (GBA) as the
two nations agreed to contin-
ue working together to
“deepen” mutual coopera-
tion in various subjects as well
as under the broader frame-
work of the India–Africa
Forum Summit. 

After the end of discus-
sions, the Angolan President
hosted a banquet lunch in
honour of his Indian counter-
part. Murmu is scheduled to
address the Angolan National
Assembly on Monday. After
finishing the Angola visit, she
will travel to Botswana for the
second leg of her state visit
between November 11-13.

Minister of State for
Railways and Jal Shakti V
Somanna and Lok Sabha MPs
Prabhubhai Vasava and D K
Aruna are accompanying the
President on this trip. 

Hamas to hand over Israeli soldier’s body held in Gaza since 2014

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

n Dohuk (Iraq)

Members of Iraqi security
forces and displaced people
living in camps, including
minority Yazidis, cast their
ballots on Sunday in early
voting ahead of this week’s
parliamentary election in
Iraq. The election, which will
help determine whether Iraqi
Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia al-Sudani gets a 
second term, comes against
the backdrop of fears of
another conflict between
Israel and Iran, and Iraq’s bal-
ancing act with Tehran 
and Washington. 

An estimated 1.3 million
army and security personnel
and around 26,000 displaced
people are eligible to vote.
There are 7,744 candidates
competing in the election,
most of them from largely
sectarian-aligned parties.
Election day is set for
Tuesday.  Yazidis, many of
whom fled their homes over
a decade ago after attacks by
the Islamic State group, voted
at a camp near Dohuk, in the

semi-autonomous northern
Iraqi Kurdish region. Many
have still not been able to
return home because of polit-
ical disputes and a lack of
infrastructure. 

A polling station set up in
a small Dohuk school stood
almost empty until after 9
am, when more voters began

to appear, some clutching
worn ID cards, others guiding
elderly relatives toward the
entrance. Inside, the class-
rooms were crowded with
dozens of monitors from
rival parties and candidates.

During their terror cam-
paign, IS militants rampaged
through Iraq’s Sinjar district

in Nineveh province, killing
and enslaving thousands of
Yazidis, who the extremist
group considered heretics.
Since the defeat of IS in Iraq
and Syria, members of the
Yazidi community have been
trickling back to their homes
in Sinjar, but many see no
future there. There’s no

money to rebuild destroyed
homes. Infrastructure is still
wrecked. Multiple armed
groups carve up the area.

The area has also been
caught up in political dis-
putes between the central
Government in Baghdad and
authorities in the Kurdish
region, wrestling over Sinjar,
where each backed a rival
local Government for years. 

“Eleven years passed, and
the situation is the same,”
said Khedhir Qassim, a dis-
placed Yazidi from Sinjar
who voted at the camp in
Dohuk, saying he has little
faith that new leaders will
bring change.

“We want them to support
us and rebuild our areas that
are ruined due to their polit-
ical dispute and where every-
one works for their own
benefit,” he added.

Edris Zozani, another dis-
placed Yazidi who voted in
the camp, said he voted for
the Kurdish Democratic 
Party, or KDP, one of the 
two main Kurdish parties in
the country, which holds
sway in Dohuk.

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

n Tokyo

A powerful quake rattled
northern Japan on Sunday
evening, followed by several
more temblors, according to
the Japan Meteorological
Agency. A tsunami 
advisory was issued. The
earthquake, with an upgrad-
ed magnitude of 6.9 and
depth of 16 km, struck off the
coast of Iwate prefecture at
5.03 pm Japan time.

There were no immediate
reports of injuries or damage,
or any reports of abnormali-
ties at the two nuclear power
plants in the area. The agency
issued an advisory for a
tsunami of up to 1 metre
along the northern coastal
region, and subsequently said
the water could reach as high
as 3 metres in some spots. 

A tsunami of about 10 cm
was detected at Ofunato city
in Iwate Prefecture, Ominato
port, Miyako and Kamaishi,
and subsequently as high as
20 cm in the coastal area of
Kuji. The tsunami that fol-
lowed in Ofunato also
reached 20 cm, according to
the agency.

Tsunami waves that follow
earthquakes can continue
for a few hours afterward,
hitting the coast repeatedly,
and can possibly get bigger
with time. While the adviso-
ry was in place, people were
warned to stay away from the
ocean and coastal areas and
told more shaking could
follow in the area. The
tsunami advisory was lifted

about three hours after the
initial quake, but the meteo-
rological  agency told
reporters the area was at
risk for strong quakes for
about a week, especially the
next two or three days.

More quakes were record-
ed in Iwate Prefecture, and
the northernmost major
island of Hokkaido was also
rocked by the series of
quakes. Northeastern Japan is
prone to earthquakes, includ-
ing a triple disaster of a
quake, tsunami and a nuclear
meltdown in Fukushima, just
south of Iwate, in March 2011,
that killed nearly 20,000
people, mostly from the
tsunami,  and severely
damaged the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power
station. More than a decade
later, people still remain dis-
placed from the no-go zone.

Demonstrations are still
periodically held, as recent as
Saturday, to protest what is
being seen as a lack of recog-
nition by the authorities of
the serious risks of nuclear
power. An agency official,
briefing reporters late
Sunday, said there was
nothing to indicate the latest
quake was directly related to
the one in 2011, except that
the region was generally at
risk for major quakes, includ-
ing another one that hit in
1992. Bullet trains in the area
were temporarily delayed,
according to JR East railway
operator. Japan, which sits on
the Pacific “ring of fire”, is one
of the world’s most earth-
quake-prone countries.

Yazidis, Army cast ballots in early voting in Iraq Earthquake strikes Japan
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India, Angola pledge to deepen bilateral ties; sign MOUs

President Droupadi Murmu inpecting a Guard of Honour as Angola President João Manuel Gonçalves  looks on at Presidential Palace in Luanda
PTI

Iraqi security forces gathering to vote during a special voting session in Baghdad AP
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Voices of Joy celebrated the remarkable journey of 200+ cochlear implant children who have now rediscovered the world of sound. The
event was graced by hon'ble Chief Guest Dr. Manjula Anagani, a renowned gynecologist and Padma Shri awardee. The event was led

under the guidance and initiative of Dr. Shree Rao, Director and Cochlear Implant Surgeon at Dr. Rao’s ENT, who is on a mission to make
India a Deaf-Free Nation. The day began with a vibrant ramp. walk where little ones proudly walked the stage holding placards with

inspiring messages like “I Can Hear You Now!” and “Every Child Deserves a Voice.”

India becomes the second-largest country by tourist arrivals in Moscow in
the first half of 2025. Moscow has also launched several India-oriented
initiatives, for example the Indian Vibes in Moscow guide, allocating

information about hotels, gastronomy and India-connected landmarks. 

Pallavi Model School -Alwal celebrated it’s prestigious Annual
Day the 9th edition of Rangotsav on 8th November 2025 with
great enthusiasm and excitement reflecting the theme NAYEE

SOCH- NAYA BHARAT- Sapno Se Sakar Thak.   K.V.R
Mahendra a film Director,   Victor Amal Raj former Coach of

Indian Football Team added glory to the event as  chief Guests.
The presence of   M. Komaraiah -Founder & Chairman Pallavi
group & Delhi Public Schools and honourable management
members as Guests of Honour added charm to the evening.

A new gaming destination, RATATA – The Biggest Gaming Zone, was
inaugurated on Sunday at MPM Time Square Mall, Road No. 1, Banjara

Hills (near Nagarjuna Circle). The facility was inaugurated by Gopal, Chief
General Manager of Indian Overseas Bank, who attended as the chief

guest. The organizers, Shailaja and Koti Babu, shared that RATATA spans .

Subhan Bakery, Hyderabad’s most cherished name for iconic treats like
Osmania biscuits and Dum-ke-Roat, officially inaugurated its New Bakery &
Café in Sindhi Colony, Secunderabad. The opening ceremony was graced

by  Rasool Bee Sahiba and  Talasani Srinivas Yadav,  MLA. They were joined
by  Syed Irfan, Managing Director of Subhan Bakery, and Syed Luqman,
alongside an enthusiastic gathering of devoted patrons and well-wishers.

Care Hospital is facing mounting criticism from local residents, who allege
that the hospital’s persistent negligence in managing its parking operations
has turned the surrounding area into a daily traffic nightmare. Locals say

the hospital has repeatedly failed to regulate visitor and staff parking,
leading to vehicles spilling onto public roads and choking the main stretch

during peak hours.

As the Hyderabad Pickleball League (HPL) enters an exciting phase with
competition intensifying among the eight participating franchises battling for a

coveted playoff berth ahead of the season’s climax on 13th December, the event has
recorded over 1000 spectators and increased celebrity participation over the weeks.
The league has marked a defining milestone in the city’s sporting calendar. Leading
the wave of star support, India’s top badminton duo Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy graced the event, Match Day 4.  Adding to the excitement, filmmaker

Tharun Bhascker, six-time IPL champion and former cricketer Ambati Rayudu and
actor Sushanth Anumolu attended the weekend fixtures reinforcing pickleball’s

growing resonance across India’s sporting and entertainment circles.

AMRITHA Senior Living, an
initiative focused on

compassionate assisted living
and clinically guided

rehabilitation for senior citizens,
was formally inaugurated  at the

NTR CREST Building,
Gachibowli, Hyderabad. The
center was inauguration  by

Nara Bhuvaneshwari, Managing
Trustee of NTR Blood Bank and
Vice Chairperson . The event
participation from  Maganti
Murali Mohan,  Nandamuri
Ramakrishna,   Dr. B. Prabha
Shankar,  The center has been
founded by   Sesh Kondapalli
along with Vijay Oddiraju, Dr.
Madhavi, and Dr. Saritha, who
bring combined expertise in
healthcare administration,

senior wellness strategy, and
clinical governance.

Teach for Change and Pegasystems Host Grand State-Level Talent Finale for Over 56,000 Government School Students Event celebrates creativity, English
literacy, and confidence of students from Telangana; winners awarded laptops, tablets, soundbars, and all participants received watches, A highlight of the

celebration was the presence of Chief Guest Hari Chandana Dasari, I.A.S., Collector, Hyderabad, who presented laptops, tablets, and soundbars to the four grand
prize winners, recognizing their exceptional performances. She was joined by Dr. Ddharaniikota Ssuyodhan, Legal and CSR Head .
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Talk to a supporter, and he has won the games hand-
somely. Converse with a critic, and he is not remote-
ly close to a single win. The truth, as we know, is not
known socially. It lurks under the data and figures, and
under trends and patterns. The fact remains that the
US president Donald Trump is caught in a zero-sum
game. Each time he wins, some Americans lose. Each
time he loses, outsiders win. But the fact remains that
while the US may not have gained much in the past
10 months, it has not lost much.

Four reasons explain why things have neither gone
south for Trump, nor gone north. They indicate two
sides of the same coins. The first is that America is not
an export-driven economy. Indeed, selling to others
constitutes a mere 11 per cent of the GDP. In China, the
figure is nearly 20 per cent. For South Korea, as expect-
ed, it is nearer to 45 per cent. Even in the case of India,
the number is more than 22 per cent, which is higher
than China. Thus, if the US shuts out a part of its exports,
via high tariffs on some nations, the impact on its
economy will be minimal, though substantial in
some sectors.

Second, most nations run a trade surplus with the
US. This implies that America buys more from several
sources, and sells less to them. This is true of China,
South Korea, Europe, and even India. When it comes
to services, the situation is more complex, and is in
America’s favour vis-à-vis Europe, and tricky in the case
of India. The truth is that other nations have a greater
vested interest to maintain smooth trade with the US,
rather than the other way around. This is why Europe,
Japan, and South Korea rather meekly accepted
Trump’s demands in exchange for lower tariffs, and
more trade.

Third relates to investments. Since the pandemic, and
the China+1 strategy among MNCs, which has forked
into several others like America+2, others+India, and
so on, the investment-distance underwent a change.
According to a recent McKinsey report, firms wish to
invest nearer to their headquarters, rather than
farther. This somehow feeds into Trump’s insistence
that American tech invest more locally, and not glob-
ally in far-off locations. It wants Europe to look west-
wards, rather than eastwards. Japan too may wish to
invest more in the US, and keep up its presence in India.

One thing is sure. Whichever firm or nation has the
money, it cannot avoid America. When Japan was rich,
and its economy was strong, investments flowed across
the Pacific in hordes. The same happened with South
Korea, and even Taiwan. Europe has invariably wanted
to tie its future with the US. China too, given a sliver
of chance, will pump billions in the US, apart from Asia
and Africa. Thus, when Trump thinks that he has twisted
the arms of nations and firms to commit huge sums
in American factories, he has opened the doors to those,
who were anyway jumping in through the windows.

Finally, like it or not, whatever Taiwan may
believe, and whatever China may think about the
future, America is the Emperor of Tech. Futuristic tech
emanates from the land of dreams, and most of the
world is forced to adopt, and adapt it. Innovation,
and productivity increase through tech starts in the
US, and ends in every other corner. Hence, whether
it is Europe, Japan, Asia, or Latin America, they cannot
wish away America. Remember, most of China’s tech
gains came because it begged, borrowed, and stole
from the US.

A combination of the above factors implies that
nations need to fall in line with Trump’s tantrums. They
cannot escape, and be freed of the American trade-and-
investment net. It is a tariff trap that they can only
embrace, whatever their private reactions, and emo-
tions. Come to think of it, India is slowly bending back-
wards, despite a minister’s claim that trade deals are
not done with a gun on one’s head, to accommodate
some of the American demands. This is why the talks
have escalated, with predictions that a draft will be
ready by the end of this month. In any case, India has
understood that speed matters.

As a recent book noted: “Today, the world is richer
and riskier than ever before. There is a case for pes-
simism, and many see it in the results of the 2024 elec-
tion. At the same time, Americans have survived worse
periods in the 1890s, 1930s, and 1960s. For all its flaws,
the United States is an innovative and resilient society
that, in the past, has been able to recreate and rein-
vent itself.” The world knows it too. America is today
a crippled giant. Maybe it is reacting like a wounded
beast. But once it gets better, when it does, the world
will relax in its shadow. Maybe Trump knows it too.

Knowing, as we know, is not enough. If Trump hopes
to Make America Great Again, America must lead from
the front, and not twist arms, and ink sweet deals for
itself. A renowned essayist wrote almost a decade ago,
“What is missing for most Americans (including the
current president), however, is a sense of strategy and
purpose in American foreign policy.” One can say this
about politics, and economics too.

At 5 am on November 6, thousands of cus-
tomers lined up in a long queue across the
Starbucks outlets in the US. No, they were not
waiting for a new coffee roast, or a free hot
beverage. They wanted to buy the new
$29.95 glass cup shaped like a teddy bear, with
a green beanie lid. By sunrise, most outlets
were sold out. It was not rocket-science, as
some stores received five pieces. Within
hours, the cups were being resold for $300
apiece on digital resale platforms (eBay).

The frenzy over ‘Bearista Cup,’ as they were
called, forced the coffee giant, Starbucks, to
publicly announce that it had shipped “more
(quantities) … than almost any other holiday
merchandise this season,” but the demand
outpaced the estimated supply. Possibly, this
was planned, as the same marketing ammo
has been used before. Each Starbucks store
received a limited stock, which was not
enough. The FOMO-fueled unquenched
buyers generated unpaid viral posts on
social media. Videos under the #BearistaCup
hashtag drew millions of views, which turned
the quirky glass bear into one of Starbucks’
most-talked-about holiday collectables.

In such situations, scarcity is sometimes a
deliberate strategy. According to the Business
Insider website, a few Starbucks stores got 1-
2 of the 20-ounce cups. One of the customers,
who had camped out since 1 am in the night,
found out that the store had two cups.
Starbucks clarified in a statement, “The
excitement for our merchandise exceeded
even our biggest expectations … we under-
stand many customers were excited about
the Bearista cup, and apologise for the dis-
appointment…. this may have caused.”

Although Starbucks does provide a break-
up for merchandise margins, its FY 2024
annual returns indicate a retail mix of bev-
erages (74 per cent), food (23 per cent), and
others (three per cent; packaged coffee, tea,
and serve-ware). The company-operated
stores contribute 82 per cent of the annual
revenue, which implies that merchandise may
make up for a low single-digit share. Analysts
contend that categories like tumblers and
mugs have gross margins of over 50 per cent.
Starbucks’ consolidated gross margin stood
at 68 per cent in FY 2024, which was broadly
flat year-on-year.

While the direct revenue impact of the col-
lectables may be modest, the indirect effect
is considerable. There is normally a drop in
footfalls during holiday seasons, so such prod-
ucts woo customers, and help sell other prod-
ucts such as coffee, food, and gift cards. The
company’s annual report acknowledged
that limited-time merchandise, and menu
offerings “drive incremental visits, and

strengthen brand connection.” This under-
scores that one-time merchandise scarcity
can act as a retail and marketing lever.

Months earlier, a TikTok video showed a
Stanley tumbler, which is popular due to its
“functional design… combined with its status
as a trendy fashion accessory,” that survived
a car fire in Nebraska, and the ice was still
clinking inside. It was viewed more than 90
million times in a week. Stanley’s president,
Terence Reilly, thanked the owner, and sent
her both a replacement car, and
new tumblers. Such virality, and
follow-up action is crucial.

Between 2019 and 2023, the
annual sales of Stanley’s parent
company, PMI Worldwide, went up 10 times
to $750 million, according to Retail Dive. Sales
of the Quencher line grew 275 per cent in 2022,
driven largely by TikTok content and affiliate
marketing. Videos under the #StanleyCup
hashtag attracted hundreds of millions of
views. The revenue growth shows how a
household product, aided by social media
virality, either deliberate or coincidental, can

become a cultural symbol.
Asia is not too far behind, and has its

moments of collectable revolution. The star
of this story is Labubu, a mischievous elf-like
creature created by Hong Kong illustrator
Kasing Lung, and produced by POP MART.
What began as an art figurine became one
of the most profitable intellectual properties
in global toy culture. POP MART reported an
annual revenue of RMB 13 billion (nearly $1.8
billion) in 2024. Its “Monsters” series, which

includes Labubu creature, con-
tributed more than $400 million.

The company’s overseas busi-
ness grew sharply, and con-
tributed nearly $700 million in

2024, up 375 per cent from the previous year.
In the first half of 2025, the Monsters line gen-
erated $670 million. Labubu’s success is
rooted in the fusion of art, scarcity, and com-
munity. Every figurine is in a sealed “blind
box,” which turns each purchase into a sus-
pense. Collectors queue before major releas-
es, and stores sell out within minutes. Videos
of the unboxing on TikTok and Xiaohongshu

attract millions of views, and eBay and
Carousell sometimes triple the retail tag for
resales.

The Labubu craze crossed the Pacific. In
early 2025, there were dedicated outlets in
Los Angeles and New York. According to
media reports, American collectors pay over
$200 for exclusive figurines, and blind-box
vending machines sell out within hours. On
TikTok, hashtags such as #Labubu and
#PopMart have accumulated hundreds of mil-
lions of views. The company is partnering with
local pop-culture conventions, and lifestyle
stores to cement Labubu as part of the
American “Kawaii,” and art-toy subculture.

Fans describe Labubu as “cute but chaotic,”
an aesthetic that captures Gen Z’s fondness
for anti-perfectionism. It represents the
same impulse that drives sneaker drops, or
limited Starbucks cups, which is the desire to
own something that signals identity through
rarity. While the Bearista cup, and Stanley
drops proved the success of the cups,
Starbucks Malaysia introduced blind-box
plush toys inspired by Frappuccino drinks. The
strategy mirrors Labubu’s. What began as an
experiment in themed merchandise has
evolved into a new form of brand engage-
ment in Asia.

Apart from the desirability of the collec-
tables, shortage is sometimes crucial, as men-
tioned earlier. Starbucks’ apology about the
Bearista cup was marked with brand story-
telling. The company’s social-media clarifica-
tion triggered a wave of parody posts. Indian
brands such as JioMart, Wakefit, and Swiggy
replicated the same apology format to poke
fun at themselves, and highlighted their
brand strengths. Starbucks’ post became one
of its most-engaged tweets in 2025. The
apology trend generated 25 million organic
impressions, as per Sprout Social data, which
reinforced Starbucks’ visibility.

Starbucks spends billions of dollars on mar-
keting. Each viral drop represents a fraction
of that spend, but delivers disproportionate
impact. Both the Stanley partnership, and
Bearista craze will help the company to
achieve larger reach, and top-of-the-mind
recall. The emotional connection builds a for-
midable bond that lasts beyond a drink. The
impact of this transformation into cultural cur-
rency is limitless. Starbucks sells experi-
ences, and lifestyle symbols. Stanley sells
durability and nostalgia. LABUBU whimsy and
collectability.

Since the evening of November 6, after the first
phase in the Bihar assembly election ended, ana-
lysts, pundits, and assorted experts went into
a tizzy. The single point of discussion was why
and how did the voter turnout increase by about
10 per cent this time. They ascribed several
reasons for it. One view stated that there is an
anti-incumbency wave, which will benefit the
opposition. Another school of thought main-
tained that recent experiences prove that voter
turnouts zoom during the pro-incumbency
waves.

A third view includes those who believe in the
Prashant Kishore effect, according to which the
young voters deserted their castes and other
identities, and sought changes because they
were desperate. Now, I do not know what the
Bihar election results will be, and I am unaware
why the turnout increased this time. What I can
say with certainty is that the youth of Bihar have
reasons to be frustrated, and yearn for changes
that will help their livelihoods.

This is because beyond the debates about elec-
toral equations, political parties, and castes, the
stark reality is that Bihar is, in some senses, living
in the past. There are several reasons for this.
One, as per the available macro-economic
data, the per capita GDP of the state is 30 per
cent or so of the national average. This is bad.
When Laloo Yadav became the chief minister of
Bihar in 1990, he rode on a social justice cam-
paign, riding on the Mandal agitation wave, and
he and his wife remained the chief ministers for
15 years.

I am not interested in how good or bad the
governments were, or how good or bad gover-

nance was during the period. I am interested in
the data. The per capita income growth between
1990 and 2005 was a big fat zero. You read it
right. It was a big fat zero. There was no
growth in per capita income in Bihar. This was
at a time when the Indian economy was catal-
ysed by economic reforms, and other states grew
at more than decent paces, and began to
lower poverty levels.

In the two decades since then, one may
contend that Nitish Kumar, as chief minister,
made gallant efforts to improve infrastructure,
law and order, road connectivity, and provide
basic governance services. However,
the net result is almost the same as
the Yadav rules. As stated earlier, the
state’s per capita income is less
than a third of the national average.
The reason is simple and statistical.
Other states and the national economy grew at
faster rates.

There is another set of data which is even
more shocking for the discerning analysts,
who track economic data, and measure econom-
ic performance. All of us know that GST collec-
tions are an important barometer to measure
the extent, intensity, and depth of economic
activity in a state. The figure for Bihar is one-four-
teenth of the number in the neighbouring
state of Odisha. In 2000. Both the states were
the two of the poorest states of India.

Now look at where Odisha is, and where Bihar
is stuck. Despite a population which is more than
three times the size of Odisha, Bihar’s overall GST
collections are lower. In terms of the human
development indicators, let us compare Bihr

with Kerala. The figure for infant mortality in
Kerala is five per 1000 life deaths, which is better
than the United States, and is admirable. In com-
parison, the rate in Bihar is 27, going up in some
years and declining in others.

These two simple indicators reflect how far
behind Bihar is in comparison with the other
states. Sometimes, there is a feeling among the
old Bihar experts that including it among the
Bimaru states is not relevant anymore. Bihar lags
such states too, although it is a part of the group.
A series of surveys by C Voter after the ongoing
elections were announced came up with star-

tling responses from the respon-
dents. For instance, close to 60 per
cent felt that the state faces lengthy
power cuts every day.

Another 60 per cent of supporters
of BJP-led NDA thought that they do

not get piped water in their households. Most
shockingly, close to 60 per cent of the NDA sup-
porters added that they always need to pay
bribes to get access to the welfare schemes. This
sums up the state of Bihar, and reveals why the
youth of Bihar have given up on governance, and
governments. They are banking on the new gov-
ernment, whichever may be the party. They do
not care who is in power, if things get done, and
done speedily.

According to a recent report by NITI Aayog,
Bihar’s real GSDP grew by an average of five per
cent between 2012 and 2022, or lower than the
national average. During the last three decades,
Bihar’s share, in nominal terms, in the nation-
al GDP reduced from 3.6 per cent to 2.8 per cent
between 1990 and 2022. While the GVA for the
services sector was 57 per cent, the figure for
manufacturing was just above 18 per cent.
However, between 2013 and 2023, manufactur-
ing grew at an average rate of 8.6 per cent, and
services by 6.4 per cent.

Bihar’s debt-to-GSDP ratio is higher than that
of a median state. Its contingent liabilities are
higher similarly, as of 2022-23. The state’s fiscal
deficit, nearer to four per cent, is higher than a
median state. “Bihar collects less in own-tax, and
non-tax revenues compared to a median state.
Transfers from the Centre are significantly
above the level of a median state, and consti-
tute around 75 per cent of the total revenue
receipts. Its expenditure-to-GSDP ratio is higher,
as both revenue and capital expenditure as a per-
centage of GSDP… were higher than a median
state,” states the report.

A recent CAG report highlighted the fiscal and
financial problems. During the years from 2017
to 2022, the state could meet its revenue deficit
in two years, and the fiscal deficit targets in three.
In terms of debt too, it could meet the targets
in two years. Hence, there are issues related to
managing revenue, expenditure, and debt.
According to NITI Aayog, CAG recommended
several action points such as “review of budget
preparation exercise, devising a mechanism to
collect revenues expeditiously, steps to improve
the financial health of the state public sector…
and restructuring loans.”
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HASAN NAWAZ RELEASED
FROM PAKISTAN SQUAD 

Pakistan’s upcoming batter Hasan Nawaz was on
Sunday released from the national one-day and T20
squads for the bilateral series against Sri Lanka and the
Tri-series because of poor form.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said on Sunday that
Hasan Nawaz has been told to go and play in the Quaid-
e-Azam Trophy first class tournament.

The PCB said opener Fakhar Zaman will replace
Hasan in the T20 squad for the Tri-series with Sri Lanka
and Zimbabwe from November 17.  

There will, however, be no replacement for Hasan
in the ODI squad for the three-match ODI series against
Sri Lanka starting on November 11 in Rawalpindi as
Abdul Samad is playing for the Pakistan Shaheens in
the Asia Cup rising stars. 

Samad was already selected for the Tri-series. 
Head coach Mike Hesson confirmed after Pakistan’s

2-1 one-day series win over South Africa here on
Saturday that Hasan had been told to go and play in
domestic first class cricket.

A reliable source said Hesson was not impressed with
the young batter’s ability to learn and improve
himself, and felt he lacked the experience of first class
cricket.

NASA HATAOKA WINS LPGA
TOTO JAPAN CLASSIC

Nasa Hataoka won a playoff Sunday to take the
LPGA’s Toto Japan Classic after the final 18 holes were
washed out by all-day rain and what officials termed
“unplayable course conditions.”

Hataoka and fellow Japanese golfer Yuna Araki
shared the lead on Saturday after 54 holes at 15-under
201 at the Seta Golf Club in western Japan.

After rain wiped out regulation play on Sunday,
Hataoka prevailed on the first playoff hole to claim the
title in an improvised finish and break the tie. It was
her seventh title on the LPGA Tour.

Hataoka shared the lead in each of the first three
rounds, with different golfers each time.

Miyu Yamashita,  who won the Maybank
Championship in Malaysia last week, carded a 68 on
Saturday and finished one stroke behind after 54 holes. 

Yamashita was followed by Shuri Sakuma (69), who
finished three back, and Ai Suzuki (70), who was four
off the lead after 54 holes.

BRIEFLY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

n Dhaka

Unheralded Yashdeep Bhoge
upstaged the fancied Koreans
to top the men’s recurve
qualification, while rookie
Anshika Kumari also pro-
duced a surprise top-five
finish in the women’s section
as the Asian Archery
Championships got under-
way, here on Sunday.

The inexperienced duo’s
splendid performances pro-
pelled India to the second
spot in the team rankings,
placing them in the opposite
half of the draw from their
traditional nemesis and
heavyweights South Korea,
who expectedly topped both
men’s and women’s qualifica-
tions. Indian recurve archery
has endured a prolonged
slump, failing to secure a
men’s medal at the 2023
edition where only the
women’s team salvaged a
bronze.

But Bhoge and Anshika’s
breakthrough performances
have rekindled hopes of
ending that drought this
week.

Incidentally, the Koreans
have fielded a relatively
second-string side, especial-
ly in the men’s recurve
section which has lesser-
known archers.

Meanwhile, there were
some major shockers too, as
top-ranked Indians Deepika
and Dhiraj both missed out
on team berths after finishing
outside the country’s top-
three bracket.

Making a comeback after
two years, Bhoge, who last
competed internationally at
the Chengdu Summer World
University Games in July 2023,
shot 687 out of 720 to grab
top spot, ahead of Korean
duo Seo Mingi (681) and Kim
Yeachan (679).

His effort took India to
second place in the team

standings, behind Korea.
Two-time Olympian, Atanu

Das marked his return with a
seventh-place finish (668),
while Rahul (11th) completed
the men’s team lineup,
edging out Dhiraj
Bommadevara (13th; 665),
who continued to struggle
post the Paris Olympics.

The 25-year-old Bhoge’s
only previous international
medal came in the mixed
event gold at the 2019 Asia
Cup Leg 1 in Bangkok.

In the women’s recurve
section, 25-year-old Bihar
archer Anshika, who made

her debut season on the
World Cup circuit this year,
emerged as the top Indian
with 660 points, securing
fifth position overall — ahead
of Olympians Ankita Bhakat
(9th; 655) and Sangeeta (11th;
649). Four-time Olympian
Deepika Kumari endured a
disappointing outing, finish-
ing 12th with 649, and missing
the team cut.

As expected, the Koreans
dominated the women’s
qualification, sweeping the
top four places through Jang
Min-hee, Nam Su-hyeon, Kim
Surin, and Lee Ga-hyun.

Compound  domination
continues:  With the recurve
squad still trying to regain the
old mojo, it was once again
the compound archers who
underlined India’s strength.

The women’s team domi-
nated qualification, with all
four archers finishing in the
top-five.

Deepshikha (705), aged 20,
led the field by a solitary
point over Korean Park Yerin
(704), while star archer Jyothi
Surekha Vennam (703) and 17-
year-old Prithika Pradeep
(702) finished third and fourth
respectively to form the team
lineup.

Despite finishing fifth with
701 points,  20-year-old
Chikitha Taniparthi missed
out as only the top three
make the team.

The result reaffirmed
India’s growing depth in com-
pound archery which is set to
make its Olympic debut at Los
Angeles 2028 in the mixed
team format. India’s com-
pound women’s team earned
top seeding and will face
Vietnam in their opening
team elimination match in
the small eight-team draw.

In the men’s compound
qualification,  veteran
Abhishek Verma (713) fin-
ished second, two points
behind Korean Kim Jongho
(715).

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Fort Lauderdale (US)

Lionel Messi and Inter Miami are
three wins away from an MLS Cup
title. Messi scored a pair of first-half
goals and added two assists, leading
the way as third-seeded Inter Miami
ousted sixth-seeded Nashville SC 4-
0 on Saturday night in the decisive
Game 3 of their first-round Eastern
Conference playoff series.

Tadeo Allende scored a pair of
goals about three minutes apart —
both set up by Messi — in the
second half to blow the game open
for Inter Miami, which outscored
Nashville 8-3 in the series. Messi had
a hand in all eight of those goals,
scoring five and assisting on the
other three. Inter Miami will go to
FC Cincinnati for an East semifinal
match — everything now is single-
elimination, unlike Round 1’s best-
of-three format — on Nov 22 or Nov

23. Cincinnati went 1-0-1 against
Inter Miami this season, winning 3-
0 at home on July 16 and playing to
a scoreless draw at Fort Lauderdale
on July 26. Messi was in the lineup
for the first meeting, but not the
second. 

“We know Cincinnati will be a
tough test,” Inter Miami’s Jordi Alba
— who is retiring when this playoff
run ends — said after his 100th
appearance with the club.

Messi is the heavy favorite to win
his second straight MLS MVP award,
and if that happens he would be the
first back-to-back winner in league
history. 

He also won the Golden Boot as
MLS’ leading scorer this season,
just finalized a new three-year deal
to remain with the club through
2028 and seems to be playing his
best soccer at the perfect time for
Inter Miami.

This is the first time Inter Miami

has gotten this far in the MLS play-
offs. South Florida’s MLS predeces-
sor — the long-defunct Miami Fusion
— got as far as the league’s semifi-

nals in its final season in 2001, but
this is new territory for Inter Miami.

A year ago, in Messi’s first full
season with the club, it lost a Game

3 of Round 1 at home as the
Supporters Shield winners and
were ousted by Atlanta. Not this
time. Messi saw to that.

With four Nashville defenders
around him, Messi scored from the
top of the 18-yard box in the 10th
minute for a 1-0 lead. And the
second goal was from nearly the
same spot, albeit much easier.

Mateo Silvetti controlled a long
pass and got past a Nashville
defender, attracting the attention of
goalkeeper Joe Willis. Silvetti
pushed the ball toward Messi, who
had nothing but empty net to shoot
at in the 39th minute for a 2-0 edge.

“I would say the team played a
near-perfect game, through the
defense, midfield and attack,” Inter
Miami coach Javier Mascherano
said. Inter Miami is 19-2-3 this season
in MLS play when it scores at least
two goals, but Nashville made the
Herons earn this one.

Messi leads Inter Miami to semis with 2 goals, 2 assists

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Paris

English players Angel Gomes
and Mason Greenwood each
scored as Marseille beat
Brest 3-0 to top Ligue 1 on
goal difference from Lens as
both sides put pressure on
injury-hit  Paris Saint-
Germain.

They are both one point
ahead of defending champi-
on PSG, which goes to Lyon
on Sunday.

Northern side Lens trav-
elled down to the French
Riviera and routed Monaco
4-1 with two goals from
forward Wesley Saïd to join
Marseille on 25 points. 

Earlier, Gomes scored
from a direct free kick in the
25th minute for his third
goal of  the season on
Saturday. He was helped by
goalkeeper Radoslaw
Majecki, who let a routine
shot slip through his hands.

Greenwood sent Majecki
the wrong way from the
penalty spot in the 33rd after
Brazilian Igor Paixão was

fouled for Marseille, the only
team to beat PSG in the
league so far.

Veteran striker Pierre-
Emerick Aubemayang was
well placed to sweep in Matt
O’Riley’s cross from the right
in the 82nd.

Balogun  scores  and  sees
red  for  Monaco:  After scoring
his first career Champions
League goal in midweek,
United States forward
Folarin Balogun scored a
penalty late in the first half

for Monaco.  But Balogun
was then sent off on the
stroke of halftime for a dan-
gerous challenge on mid-
fielder Mamadou Sangaré’s
ankle. Lens went into the
break 3-1 up thanks to goals
from striker Odsonne
Édouard, Saïd and Sangaré.

Saïd scored again after
the break

In other game, Le Havre
secured a 1-1 home draw
with Nantes thanks to a
header deep into stoppage

time from defender Gautier
Llloris — the younger brother
of former France standout
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris.

Nantes opened the
scoring in the fourth minute
through striker Mathis
Abline.
Lyon  eyes  PSG:  A victory for
Lyon would move it one
point behind PSG, which
has Ballon d’Or winner
Ousmane Dembélé, Désiré
Doué, Nuno Mendes and
Achraf  Hakimi al l  out
injured. 

Coach Luis Enrique is not
letting the situation get to
him.

“I ’m very motivated
because I enjoy challenges,”
he said Saturday. 

“Every difficult moment
provides playing time for
other players. It’s a great
opportunity to showcase
our quality as a team.”

With star right back
Hakimi missing, 16-year-old
David Boly will be in the
squad. “It’s a good time to
instil confidence in different
players,’ Luis Enrique said.

Marseille, Lens win; pressure on PSG

Griezmann scores twice for
Atletico against Levante
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Barcelona

Antoine Griezmann showed
his vintage scoring form by
netting two goals to help
Atletico Madrid beat Levante
3-1 in the Spanish League,
while Villarreal provisionally
moved ahead of Barcelona
into second place.

Atletico’s all-time leading
scorer came on in the 61st
minute and needed only a
few seconds to score the go-
ahead goal on Saturday. He
added another with 10
minutes remaining to seal the
victory. Those were goals No.
202 and 203 at Atletico for
Griezmann, who at age 34 is
playing a reduced role for
Diego Simeone’s side but still
contributing with his play-
making and scoring.
Griezmann became Atletico’s
top scorer with his 174th club
goal in January 2024. He has
scored five times this season,
including in a historic 5-2
rout of Real Madrid.

Atletico went ahead
against Levante through an
own goal by Adrián de la
Fuente in the 12th before
Manu Sánchez headed the
visitors level in the 21st.

Griezmann had an imme-
diate impact when sent on by
Simeone. First he sped
forward to drive in a low
cross by Marcos Lorrente,

and then he was in position
to scramble in a rebound to
put the result beyond doubt.

“The teams that go far have
a good bench, so we all have
to be ready to go,” he said. 

“I’d prefer to play more
because all players want to
play, but I accept it and do
what I can to help my team-
mates.” The win lifted Atletico
level on points with Barcelona
at five points adrift leader Real
Madrid before it plays at Rayo
Vallecano on Sunday.

Moreno  and  Moleiro  shine
for  Villarreal:  Villarreal won 2-
0 at Espanyol to climb one
point ahead of Barcelona
before the defending cham-
pions visit Celta Vigo on
Sunday. Gerard Moreno
curled in the opener against
his former club two minutes
before halftime. Alberto
Moleiro scored his fourth
goal in six rounds in the 57th
as the 22-year-old forward
continues to impress for
Villarreal since joining from
Las Palmas in the summer.
Espanyol’s starters paraded
dogs up for adoption on the
field before kickoff as part of
a campaign by the club for
the adoption of stray animals.

Other  results:   Girona
escaped last place by beating
Alaves 1-0 at home, while
Sevilla edged Osasuna 1-0
thanks to a penalty convert-
ed by Rubén Vargas. 

Bayern Munich’s record winning streak ends 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Berlin

Bayern Munich has finally failed to win
a game.  Dutch defender Danilho
Doekhi struck twice for Union Berlin to
hold the Bavarian powerhouse 2-2 in
the Bundesliga on Saturday, ending
Bayern’s record 16-game winning streak
in all competitions to start the season.

“I’ve been saying all week that we
knew it was going to be a fight today,”
Bayern coach Vincent Kompany said.
It could have been worse for his team,
but Harry Kane scored in stoppage time
to avert a defeat.

“We won a point today. At Bayern
you always lose two points when you
don’t win, but still, the 92nd minute
(equalizer), the mentality, (and) Leipzig
lost,” Kompany said of Bayern’s closest
challenger.  “So it keeps going, and this

record — the only thing that matters for
me is that we showed we can win 16
games in a row. Why can’t we try it
again?”

The result meant Bayern fell one

game short of matching its Bundesliga-
record 10-game winning start to the
league from 2015.

Kompany made just one change to
the team that defeated European
champion Paris Saint-Germain 2-1 in the
Champions League on Wednesday,
with Leon Goretzka starting in place of
Aleksandar Pavlovic.

Ilyas Ansah thought he had opened
the scoring for Union on his 21st birth-
day, but the goal was ruled out after a
VAR check for offside.

Union continued to dominate and
deservedly went ahead in the 27th
when Janik Haberer surprised the
Bayern defense with a low corner and
Doekhi swept the ball past Manuel
Neuer.

But Luis Díaz leveled in the 38th after
a slide and turn to keep the ball in play
and then surging past Haberer before

Yashdeep stuns Koreans, Anshika
impresses; India second in recurve

Rybakina beats No.1-ranked 
Sabalenka to win WTA Finals
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

n Riyadh (Saudi Arabia)

Elena Rybakina won the
WTA Finals after producing
a nearly flawless perfor-
mance to beat No. 1-ranked
Aryna Sabalenka 6-3, 7-6 (0).

The sixth-ranked Rybakina
struck eight aces and con-
verted the sole break of the
match on the indoor hard-
court in Riyadh on Saturday.

“It’s been an incredible
week. I honestly didn’t
expect any result and to go
so far is just incredible,”
Rybakina said about a title
run that included wins over
No. 2-seeded Iga Swiatek,
Amanda Anisimova and
Jessica Pegula.

It was a second loss in the
final of the season-ending
tournament for Sabalenka
after the four-time Grand
Slam winner lost to Caroline
Garcia in the 2022 title
match. Rybakina, the 2022
Wimbledon champion, was
playing her first title match
in her third consecutive WTA
Finals appearance.

She collected USD 5.23
million after going 5-0 at the
event featuring the top eight
women. The WTA said that
was the largest payout in the
history of women’s sports.
Sabalenka earned USD 2.7
million as runner-up.

Rybakina broke for a 4-2
lead in the first set, and

Sabalenka then saved four
break points in the second to
force the tiebreaker. The
Belarusian entered the
match with a 22–2 record in
tiebreakers this year, but
was shut out in this one —
hitting a backhand return
long on match point. 

Rybakina recorded her
tour-best 45th hardcourt
win of the season. The 26-
year-old Kazakhstani
became the 10th straight
first-time winner of the WTA
Finals. She will finish the year
at a career-high No. 5 in the
rankings after a 58–19 record

that included three titles. 
Sabalenka will finish

ranked No. 1 for a second
straight season. This year,
she won four titles, including
the U.S. Open, and had 63
match wins.  She also
reached the finals of the
French Open and Australian
Open.

“She played incredible,”
Sabalenka said about
Rybakina. 

“I feel like I did my best
today. It didn’t work, but I
think so many things I have
to be proud of. And yeah, I’m
leaving this tournament.
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In the women's recurve section, Anshika Kumari emerged as the top Indian with 660 points, securing fifth position
overall
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