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CM assures Navy

of all

PNS M Visakhapatnam

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu met
with Eastern Naval
Command Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Vice
Admiral Sanjay Bhalla here on
Thursday ahead of the Cll
Partnership Summit.

During the meeting, Vice
Admiral Sanjay Bhalla briefed
the Chief Minister on naval
activities. The discussion also
focused on inviting compa-
nies and startups that
provide services to the Indian
Navy—an essential part of
the defense system—to invest
in the state.The Chief Minister
stated that efforts are being
made to support indigenous
shipbuilding and naval tech-
nology in line with the goal
of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-
reliant India). The meeting
also touched upon the over-
whelming public response to
fleet reviews conducted by
the Eastern Naval Command.

The Chief Minister stated
that Visakhapatnam is
becoming a hub for numer-
ous opportunities and pres-
tigious institutions. He

;-

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu meeting with Eastern Naval Command
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhalla in
Visakhapatnam on Thursday

emphasised that the state
government and the Navy
should work together to
develop Visakhapatnamas a
future city. He added that
Visakhapatnam would also
become a knowledge
economy centre.
Simultaneously, he noted
that plans are being imple-
mented to develop
Visakhapatnam into a top
tourism centre, and he
requested the support of the
Eastern Naval Command in
this effort. He highlighted
that the Navy is not just a
fighting force but also has

knowledge that needs to be
shared with the public. He
suggested setting up Navy
museums to raise aware-
ness about the defense sector
among the youth.

The Chief Minister
expressed happiness over
the growing interest among
youth in joining the defense
sector. He assured Vice
Admiral Sanjay Bhalla that
the State government is
ready to provide the land
required for various projects
and activities undertaken by
the Navy.

Police register case against
ex-min Ambati Rambabu

PNS B Guntur

A case has been registered at
the Pattabhipuram Police
Station against former minis-
ter and YSRCP leader Ambati
Rambabu along with other
party leaders. Police stated
that they were threatened
and obstructed from per-
forming their duties. The case
was filed under various
Sections. Authorities alleged
that a rally was held without
permission, causing disrup-
tion to traffic and inconve-
nience to the public.

The YSRCP, led by Ambati
Rambabu, organised a rally
on Wednesday protesting
the privatisation of govern-
ment medical colleges.
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Aravind and Circle
Inspector Ganga

AP gateway...

Noting that the state is
strong in the energy sector,
he said Andhra Pradesh is
producing solar, wind and
pumped storage power.

"Andhra Pradesh is going to
emerge as a green energy
hub. While India set a target
to produce 500 GW in green
energy, Andhra Pradesh has
decided to produce 160 GW
of green energy," he said.

Exuding confidence that
the state will produce a
quantum computer in two
years' time, Naidu said
Andhra Pradesh has decided
to develop a quantum valley
in the greenfield capital city
of Amaravati, following a
quantum computing policy
announcement by the
Government of India.

According to the CM, "India
is going to emerge as the
number one economy and it
is unstoppable”.

He appealed to global
investors to come and invest
in Andhra Pradesh, promising
to attach an escort officer to
follow up with their applica-
tions.Gevorg Papoyan,
Minister of Economy,
Republic of Armenia,
Clemence Kopeikin, Chief
Impact officer, FyrstGen
Holding Limited, Switzerland,
Bertram Lohmuller, profes-
sor, and others attended the
roundtable meeting.

Vice President...

The summit aims to set the
future agenda for trade,
investment, and technology
collaboration, serving as a
key platform for global and
national leaders to discuss
opportunities in emerging
sectors and strengthen
India’s economic partner-
ships worldwide.

il o
Venkateswarlu reportedly
informed Ambati that permis-
sion for the rally had not
been granted, but he ignored
the warning.

In response, police set up
barricades on the
Kankaragunta bridge to
prevent the YSRCP leaders
from proceeding. Rambabu
and his followers allegedly
tried to push through the
barricades and advance onto
the bridge, pushing aside
police personnel in the

AP govt signs...

Flagship projects like
Bhogapuram Aerocity, Vizag
Bay City, and Vizag 2.0 are
expected to redefine region-
al development, attract
global investors, and create
world-class urban ecosys-
tems, Vijayanand said.

“As we launch this master
plan, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to building a pros-
perous, inclusive, and sus-
tainable 'Swarna (golden)
Andhra Pradesh’, contribut-
ing to a 'Viksit Bharat' (devel-
oped India) by 2047,” he
added.

‘White color terror...

The car blast near the Red
Fort on Monday night
claimed 13 lives and injured
several others.

In the evening, the
Association of Indian
Universities (AlU) suspended
the university's membership,
saying it "does not appear to
be in good standing".

The National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
had earlier issued a show-
cause notice to Al Falah
University for displaying false
certification on its website.

Dr Farukh, an assistant
professor of obstetrics at
Hapur's GS Medical College,
was detained by Delhi Police
from the college campus on
Wednesday night.

He completed his medical
education at Al Falah
University.

Mohammad Arif Mir (32), a
first-year DM student at
Laxmipat Singhania Institute
of Cardiology and Cardiac
Surgery of the state-run
Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi
Memorial (GSVM) Medical
College in Kanpur, was
detained by the Uttar Pradesh

process.The YSRCP leade had
a heated argument with DSP
Aravind and Cl
Venkateswarlu. When the
DSP told him that their
actions were disturbing law
and order, Ramababu sar-
castically replied, “Oh really?
We didn’t know that... are we
little kids to listen to whatev-
eryou say?” — provoking the
officers. He allegedly shoved
the CI, causing his cap to fall
to the ground, and behaved
rudely toward a constable
who tried to intervene, the
police said.

Police noted that Rambabu
had shown similar behav-
iour towards the same Cl in
the past. MLC Chandragiri
Esurathnam and former
Market Yard chairman
Rajanarayana also partici-
pated in the protest.

ATS.The UP ATS later searched
Arif's rented accommodation
in Ashok Nagar, Nazirabad,
and seized his mobile phone
and laptop for forensic exam-
ination before taking him to
Delhi for questioning.

A native of the Khagur
Sadiwara area in Jammu and
Kashmir's Anantnag, Arif
came on the ATS radar follow-
ing disclosures made by
former GSVM professor Dr
Shaheen Sayeed, who has
been arrested in connection
with the terror module.

The Delhi Police also recon-
structed Dr Umar Nabi's last
hours, right from leaving
Faridabad the night before
the blast to its execution,
using footage from more
than 50 cameras.

The investigators have
found that the three sus-
pects - Dr Nabi, who was
behind the wheel of the
Hyundai i20 that was laden
with explosives, Dr
Muzammil Ahmad Ganaie,
and Dr Shaheen Shahid -
allegedly used a
Switzerland-based encrypt-
ed messaging app Threema
to plan and coordinate their
activities related to the
terror conspiracy.Umar had
also created a Signal app
group with two to four
members to coordinate their
operations.

During the day, a high-
level meeting chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah reviewed for one-and-
a-half hours the progress of
the ongoing investigation.

order has been issued to
carry out a forensic audit of
all records of Al Falah
University. The ED
(Enforcement Directorate)
and other financial agencies
were also asked by the gov-
ernment to check the money

7 sentenced
to lifer
for 2013
murder

PNS B Machilipatnam

A court in Krishna
district has sentenced
seven men to life
imprisonment for the
brutal killing of a
person named Kagita
Rammohan Rao more
than a decade ago.Rao
was hacked to death
and then dragged to a
temple at
Buddalapalem
Gollagudem village in
Krishna district in
2013.In total, nine
accused were charged
under Sections 147,
148, and 302 r/w 149
of the IPC for the
murder, of which two
died during the
trial.The investigation
was led by
Machilipatnam Rural
Circle Inspector A
Pallapuraju.

The remaining seven
accused were found
guilty during the trial,
and on Thursday,
District Sessions Judge
G Gopi sentenced them
to life imprisonment.

DELHI
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Suspects used encrypted Swiss
app to share maps, plans: Probe

PNS B New Delhi

The three doctors linked to
Faridabad’s Al Falah
University, who are under
scanner for the deadly car
blast near the Red Fort on
Monday evening, were in
constant contact through a
Swiss communication app
called Threema, police said
on Thursday.

The three suspects — Dr
Umar Un Nabi, Dr Muzammil
Ganaie, and Dr Shaheen
Shahid - allegedly used the
encrypted messaging app
to plan and coordinate their
activities related to the terror
conspiracy, they said.

Investigators also suspect
that Umar, the man behind
the wheel of the car that
exploded on Monday, and his
team used a red EcoSport
car, which has been seized
from Faridabad, to transport
and stockpile ammonium
nitrate over time.

Describing Umar as the
most radicalised member of
the module and the bridge
between all the doctors,

Minister Tummala writes
to Centre to rescue farmers

PNS M Hyderabad

Agriculture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao has once
again written a letter to the
Centre regarding the prob-
lems in the procurement of
soybean, corn and cotton.
He appealed to the Centre to
provide special relaxations to
the farmers, saying that the
crops were severely damaged
due to the 'Montha Cyclone'
and untimely rains. Minister
Tummala also requested
relaxation in the soybean
FAQ standards. Due to the
effect of rains, the seeds
changed colour and got wrin-
kled. He requested the Centre
to give instructions to NAFED
and NCCF organisations to
relax the quality of crops. He
said that soybean procure-
ment was done in 3.66 lakh
acres in the State, and the

average yield was 7.62 quin-
tals per acre. The Minister said
that the State government
has so far purchased 48,757
metric tonnes of maize, ben-
efiting 14,519 farmers. He
appealed to the Centre to
allow NAFED and NCCF to pur-
chase a total of 16.85 lakh
metric tonnes of maize under
Minimum Support Price (MSP
procurement). He demanded
that the limit of 7 quintals per
acre in cotton procurement
be abolished, saying that it
was causing losses to farmers.
He suggested that the Centre
relax the moisture content of
cotton and continue the pro-
curement based on theyield
of 11.74 quintals per acre.
Minister Nageswara Rao
appealed to the Centre to take
immediate steps to protect
cotton, maize and soybean
farmers.
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trail of Al Falah University," a
source said after the meeting.
The Congress demanded
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should immediately
chair an all-party meeting
and the Winter Session of
Parliament, scheduled to
start on December 1, be
advanced so that there could
be a debate on the incident.
Congress's media and pub-
licity department head,
Pawan Khera, called for fixing
of accountability, asking
whether Home Minister Shah
takes responsibility, given
that several major terror
attacks have occurred.

Police, investigating the
blast, said the suspects had
pooled more than Rs 26 lakh
in cash, which was handed
over to Dr Umar for safekeep-
ing and operational use.

Using the pooled money,
the group had allegedly pur-
chased around 26 quintals of
NPK (nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium) fertiliser,
approximately worth Rs 3
lakh, from suppliers in
Gurugram, Nuh, and nearby
towns. The fertiliser, mixed
with other chemicals, is com-
monly used to manufacture
Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs).Around eight
suspects were planning to
carry out blasts in four cities
and were planning to move
in batches of two to each city
to target them, police
sources said.

Notebooks and diaries
recovered from the rooms of
Dr. Muzammil (Room 13) and
Dr. Umar (Room 4) at the
campus of Al Falah University
contained several coded
entries, names, and numeri-
cal sequences dated between
November 8 and 12, suggest-
ing detailed planning for
multiple attacks. They also

had rented accommodations
to store explosives.

The repeated use of the
term "operation” in the doc-
uments pointed to a high
level of coordination and
organisation. Investigators
found references to around
25-30 individuals, primarily
from Jammu and Kashmir --
the home state of the two
doctors -- as well as from
Faridabad and adjoining
areas, shedding light on the
structure and reach of what
officials are calling a "white
coat terror module".

Umar, who was known as
an academically accom-
plished professional in his
circle, allegedly turned
radical over the past two
years. Investigators said he
had joined several radical
messaging groups on social
media.

While one car was used
during the blast carried out
near Red Fort, two others, a
red Ford Ecosport and a
Maruti Brezza car have been
seized by security agencies.

A senior police officer said
alarge bag - believed to have
contained explosives - was
placed on the back seat of the
car driven by Dr Umar, as he
travelled to Delhi ahead of
the blast.

The chilling hours of his
journey from Haryana to the
national capital have been
pieced together bit by bit in
a route-mapping exercise,
showing how he halted for
food at a roadside eatery
near the Delhi-Mumbai
expressway and spent the
night inside his car before
entering the national capital
the next morning.

According to police
sources, Umar's movements
indicate meticulous planning
and deliberate attempts to

sources said he allegedly
switched off his phones and
snapped digital contacts
after the arrest of Muzammil
and others connected to the
terror conspiracy.The death
tollin the blast near the Red
Fort rose to 13 on Thursday
after another injured person
succumbed to his injuries at
the LNJP Hospital, while
several others remain under
treatment, an official said.

The suspects had conduct-
ed several recce in the
capital. The group was plan-
ning multiple serial blasts
and was awaiting final
orders from its handlers at
the time it was busted.

“Unlike conventional mes-
saging platforms, Threema
does not require a phone
number or email ID for reg-
istration, making it extreme-
ly difficult to trace the users,”
a source said.

The app assigns each user
a unique ID not linked to any
mobile number or SIM card
and offers end-to-end
encryption with an option to
be run on private servers.

Investigators suspect the
accused doctors set up a
private Threema server to
communicate securely and
evade detection. This server
was allegedly used to share
sensitive documents, maps,

and layouts related to the
Delhi blast conspiracy.

“Detailed planning, includ-
ing location sharing and task
allocation, is believed to
have been conducted
through this private
network,” a police source
added.The trio reportedly
used the app for encrypted
text chats, sharing of docu-
ments and designs, and
voice communication
instead of relying on stan-
dard mobile networks.For
additional secrecy, Threema
allows messages to be
deleted from both ends and
does not store metadata,
further complicating forensic
retrieval, the source
added.Agencies believe this
closed Threema network
played a crucial role in the
planning and coordination of
the blast.Investigators are
now working to determine
whether the private server
used by the group was
hosted inside India or
abroad, and whether other
members of the module had
access to it.

Special Aadhaar camps in schools
from November 17 to 26

PNS B Amaravati

The Department of Village
and Ward Secretariats has
directed all district admin-
istrations to conduct a
special round of Aadhaar
enrolment and update
camps in schools across
the State from November
17 to 26.In a circular issued
to Collectors on
Wednesday, the
Department’s Director
Shiva Prasad instructed
officials to coordinate with
local education authori-
ties to ensure smooth
conduct of the camps. The
initiative is aimed at
enabling schoolchildren to
enrol for Aadhaar or
update their biometric
details, which are essential
for availing several welfare
schemes and digital ser-

avoid detection.

A police source said he
started on the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway on Sunday and
then got off the expressway,
reaching Firozpur Jhirka in
Haryana's Nuh district. He
reportedly stopped at a road-
side dhaba there and spent
the night inside his car.

"He appeared to be hiding,
but not in panic. He avoided
major towns, preferring high-
ways and small eateries," the
police source said.

Later, on Monday morning,
he was again seen on CCTV
cameras installed along the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,
driving slowly toward Delhi.
The footage shows him stop-
ping twice, once for tea and
once apparently to check his
mobile phone.

Police said Umar entered
Delhi the following morning
through the Badarpur border,
using the same route he had
taken earlier from Faridabad.

"He seemed to have
planned every step, including
his entry and exit routes, to
avoid detection," said the
police source.

In the footage from the
Badarpur toll plaza, Umar
can be seen driving a white
Hyundai i20 car and stopping
at the toll gate around 8.02
am on November 10, the day
of the explosion. The car
pauses briefly as Umar takes
out cash and hands it to the
toll operator before proceed-

ing.

Pawan orders...

The tweet said, “An exclu-
sive aerial survey over the
eastern ghats of the
Mangalampet forest area
revealed that 76.74 acres of
land have been illegally
encroached upon. There are

vices linked to Aadhaar
authentication.

The Director noted that,
since the launch of the
Village and Ward
Secretariat system four
years ago, Aadhaar-related
services have become
accessible even in remote
areas of the state. The out-
reach has ensured that
rural and tribal communi-
ties, which earlier faced
logistical challenges, now
receive these services
within their local secre-
tariats.According to data
from the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI), around 15.46
lakh students in Andhra
Pradesh still need to com-
plete their biometric
updates. Many of these
children had earlier been
issued Aadhaar numbers

allegations that former Forest
minister and senior political
leader Peddireddy
Ramachandra Reddy has
links to this encroachment.
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan
personally inspected the
encroached lands and
reviewed violations of regu-
lations. He briefed Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
and fellow Ministers on the
issue and subsequently
directed officials to conduct
a thorough investigation into
the matter,” the Deputy CMO
stated in the tweet.

Lokesh lays...

The company’s MD and
CEO Kiran announced that
the Rs 21 crore project will
create 430 jobs. The company
aims to focus on Al and
cloud-based enterprise solu-
tions aligned with the Digital
Andhra Pradesh and India Al
Mission goals.

CEO Ramesh revealed
plans to invest Rs 119.18 crore
in three phases, creating
2,000 jobs. The Vizag unit will
handle product develop-
ment, IT maintenance, soft-
ware solutions, and IT oper-
ations delivery for domestic
and global clients.

Minister also laid the foun-
dation for Phenom People’s
Global Development Center
at IT Hill No.2.

Co-founder Hari Bayireddy
stated that the company
would invest Rs 207.5 crore in
two phases, creating 2,500
high-value jobs. The center
will focus on Al research,
advanced product develop-
ment, and customer delivery
excellence.

AtIT Hill No.3, Lokesh inau-
gurated K Raheja’s Mixed-
Use Development Project,
which will house IT and com-

when they were below the
age of five and are now
required to update their
biometrics as per UIDAI
norms.District Collectors
have been asked to deploy
Aadhaar operators and
technical staff at identi-
fied schools during the
camp period, in coordina-
tion with the Education
Department and UIDAI-
approved service agen-
cies.Officials said the move
would ensure that no
student is left out of
Aadhaar-linked govern-
ment benefits such as
scholarships, midday
meals, and digital learning
programs. Parents and
school heads have been
urged to cooperate and
ensure that all eligible stu-
dents participate in the
upcoming drive.

mercial facilities.

Company President Ravi
C. Raheja announced an
investment of Rs 2,172 crore,
expected to generate 15,000
jobs. The project will
include IT offices, data
centers, GCC workspaces,
and luxury residential
apartments.

At Yendada, Lokesh laid the
foundation for the World
Trade Center being devel-
oped by BVM Energy &
Residency, part of the Kapil
Group.Chairman Vaman Rao
said the Rs 1,250 crore project
would create 15,000 employ-
ment opportunities. The WTC
will feature IT[ITeS office
spaces, commercial hubs,
and serve as a center for
innovation, investment facil-
itation, and high-value job
creation.

CM holds...

An MoU to this effect was
signed in the presence of
the Chief Minister. The new
investments will also focus
on green hydrogen and
green ammonia production
as well as the expansion of
existing fertilizer facilities.

In another meeting, NK
Agarwal, Chairman of Balaji
Action Buildwell, a leading
furniture and engineered
wood panel manufacturing
company, called on the Chief
Minister. The discussions
focused on setting up a
wood-based engineered
panel manufacturing unit
in the state.As a gesture of
social responsibility,
Agarwal presented a Rs 1
crore donation to the Chief
Minister towards the opera-
tion of Anna Canteens, the
State Government’s flagship
food program for the under-
privileged.
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Police register case against
ex-min Ambati Rambabu

City police prove smarter
than farmer-turned
cannabis smuggler

Botswana handsover cheetahs
to President Murmu

Deposed PM Hasina faces 9
verdict on Nov 17
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CM ASSURES NAVY
OF ALL SUPPORT

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu met
with Eastern Naval
Command Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Vice
Admiral Sanjay Bhalla here
on Thursday ahead of the Cll
Partnership Summit.During
the meeting, Vice Admiral
Sanjay Bhalla briefed the
Chief Minister on naval
activities. The discussion
also focused on inviting
companies and startups that
provide services to the
Indian Navy...

FULL REPORT ON P2

SIX GET IMPRISONMENT
IN DRUNKEN DRIVE CASE

The special Mobile Judicial
first class Magistrate Court
Judge N Usha Lakshmi
Kumary while delivering
verdict in twelve drunken
drive cases on Thursday
sentenced five drivers to
one day imprisonment and
for another driver two days
imprisonment. For the
remaining six drivers she
imposed a penalty of
Rs.10,000 each.

The traffic police inspectors
Ramesh and Ramarao
registered these cases
during the special drive
conducted last night.

FULL REPORT ON P4

UIDAI FLAGS 34 LAKH
DECEASED VOTERS IN
WEST BENGAL

The Trinamool Congress has
strongly reacted to what
they called the “barged
entry” of the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) in electoral
affairs, after the Aadhar
authorities flagged about
34 lakh Aadhar card
holders in West Bengal as
“deceased”, prompting the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) to begin a
deletion of such names.
“This is an unconstitutional
act. It seems the ECl is
following...

FULL REPORT ON PS5

BRITISH CHEFS
APPEAL TO SAVE
INDIAN RESTAURANT

Some of Britain’s leading
chefs across cuisines on
Thursday came out fighting
in favour of one of London’s
oldest Indian restaurants,
Veeraswamy, which is
battling the threat of losing
its iconic central location on
Regent Street in a lease
extension stand-off.In an
open letter in ‘The Times’,
well-known chefs and
restaurateurs such...

FULL REPORT ON P9

QUOTE OF THE DAY

-

)
k&

THE CENTRE SHOULD
RELAX THE MOISTURE
CONTENT OF COTTON
AND CONTINUE THE
PROCUREMENT BASED
ON THE YIELD OF 11.74
QUINTALS PER ACRE

— TUMMALA NAGESWARA RAO,
TG AGRICULTURE
MINISTER

——

teway for

global market: CM

PNS M Vishakapatnam

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday invited European
countries and businessmen
to avail the state's advan-
tages, observing that it will
be a gateway to enter the
global market.

Addressing 'Partners in
Progress-India-Europe
Cooperation for Sustainable
Growth' roundtable meeting
in the run up to the 30th ClII
Partnership Summit on
November 14 and 15, the
chief minister highlighted
that the ease, speed and
cost of doing business in
Andhra Pradesh is unprece-
dented."Andhra Pradesh will
be the gateway to enter the
global market with immense
opportunities in various
sectors. Ease of doing busi-
ness, speed of doing business
and cost of doing business in
Andhra Pradesh is unprece-
dented," Naidu said.

Observing that there is no
competition for the southern
state in terms of offering
incentives and speedy busi-
ness permits, the CM said
Andhra Pradesh has oppor-
tunities in manufactured
goods, healthcare, educa-
tion, tourism, food process-
ing and other sectors.

Showecasing recent invest-
ment pledges to the south-
ern state, the TDP supremo
highlighted that tech giant
Google is going to set up an
Al data centre with an invest-
ment of USD 15 billion and
sub-sea cables connecting
Singapore.Andhra Pradesh
has been promoting indus-

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu meeting with foreign delegates in Viskhapatnam on Thrusday

The 30th CIl Partnership
Summit-2025 is set to be a
remarkable event, taking
place in Visakhapatnam on
November 14 and 15.
Extensive preparations have
been made to ensure its
success, with the grounds of
Andhra University College of
Engineering decked up for the
prestigious event.

The Andhra Pradesh
Pavilion Plenary Hall will
serve as the main venue,
complemented by several
other spaces designated for

various events throughout the
summit. The inaugural session
will begin at 8:30 am, with
Vice-President C P
Radhakrishnan as the chief
guest, while Governor S Abdul
Nazeer will particiapte in the
event as the guest of honour.

Elaborate arrangements made for
prestigious CII Partnershlp Summit

Keynote addresses will be
delivered by Union Minister
of Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal and Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu. Union Ministers K
Rammohan Naidu, P
Chandrasekhar, and
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma,
alongside State Ministers N
Lokesh, Nadendla Manohar,
and TG Bharath, as well as Cll
Director-General Chandrajit
Banerjee and various industry
representatives, are expected
to attend.

tries in a big way and as part
of it adopted the speed of
doing business policy to clear
applications within 45 days,
he said.Citing a recent
example, the CM noted that
Premier Energy got clear-
ances within 45 days with a
single phone call while

Pawan orders probe into
‘srabbing’ of forest land

The Deputy CM blamed former minister Peddireddy
Ramachandra Reddy for the encroachment

PNS B Amaravati

The issue of encroachment
on forest lands in the State
has once again stirred con-
troversy. Allegations had
already been made in the
past that lands in the
Mangalampet forest area
were illegally occupied.
Now, a tweet from Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan’s office has created a
sensation. Pawan Kalyan
has ordered an investigation
into the matter. The Deputy
CMO mentioned this in an
official tweet, referring to

encroachments in the
Mangalampet forest area in
the Chittoor district.
During a recent aerial
survey, Pawan Kalyan
recorded several videos,
which were later posted on
his social media.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Reliance is setting up the
'second largest brewery glob-
ally' after receiving clear-
ances within a month and is
planning to start production
from February (2026).
Naidu said a drone city is
being developed for both
civilian applications and

defence sector needs and
that the state is going forward
to promote space technology
in the private sector, includ-
ing setting up a space city as
per a call given by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
promote space technology.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Vice President to
inaugurateCll
Partnership
Summit today

PNS M Vishakapatnam

The Vice President of
India CP Radhakrishnan
will be the Chief Guest at
the inaugural session of
the 30th Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII)
Partnership Summit 2025,
to be held in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, on November 14.
The two-day summit,
scheduled for November
14 and 15, is being organ-
ised by Cll in partnership
with the Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, and
the Government of
Andhra Pradesh.This pres-
tigious global event will
feature 45 sessions, 72
international speakers,
and participation from
2,500 delegates, including
300 foreign representa-
tives from 45 countries.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

® Professor, cardiology
student held

@ Al Falah's varsity
status revoked

PNS B New Delhi

A medical college professor
and a cardiology student,
both from Jammu and
Kashmir, were detained in
Uttar Pradesh in connection

Lakshya
enters
quarters,
Prannoy
bows out
in Japan
Masters
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AP govt signs Rs 3 lakh crore
renewable energy agreements

PNS M Vijayawada

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday signed
renewable energy agree-
ments worth nearly Rs 3 lakh
crore ahead of the 30th ClII
Partnership Summit here.The
summit will be held in the
city on November 14 and 15.

Chief Secretary K
Vijayanand said the invest-
ments span pumped hydro
storage, green hydrogen,
wind, solar, biofuels, and
energy storage, and are
expected to generate up to
70 lakh jobs across the state.

“The government signed
agreements and exchanged
major Government Orders
(GOs) amounting to nearly Rs
2.94 lakh crore in the renew-
able energy sector,”
Vijayanand said in a press
release, adding that the deals
reflect Andhra Pradesh’s lead-
ership in green energy tran-
sition and investment facili-
tation.The agreements were
exchanged between the
New and Renewable Energy
Development Corporation

DELHI BLAST

White-collar terror module
planned explosions in 4 cities

8

with the Delhi blast, even as
investigators said more
attacks were planned in four
cities across the country by
an interstate 'white-collar
terror' module.

Lokesh lays foundation stones
for five IT companies

L ITUUDE M.

PNS M Vishakapatnam

A day ahead of the CII
Partnership Summit,
Visakhapatnam witnessed
an information technology
(IT) festival of its own.
Minister for Information
Technology N Lokesh laid
the foundation stones for
five major IT companies on
Thursday. The events saw
enthusiastic participation
from entrepreneurs and local
citizens alike.

The projects, with a total
investment of Rs 3,800 crore,
are expected to generate

around 30,000 direct
employment opportunities.

Following the announce-
ment of India’s largest FDI-
backed Google Al Hub in
Vizag, global IT companies
have been queuing up to
invest in Andhra Pradesh.
Leading firms like TCS and

Cognizant have already
signed MoUs with the AP
government. The new pro-
jects for which Lokesh per-
formed bhoomi puja include
Sails Software Solutions,
Space Software Solutions,
Tech Tammina, Phenom
People Pvt. Ltd., and K.

Raheja-Kapil Group’s World
Trade Centre.

The events were attended
by MP Muthamsetti Srinivasa
Rao (Sri Bharat), TDP State
president Palla Srinivas Rao,
MLAs Ganta Srinivasa Rao
and Lokam Madhavi, APIIC
Chairman Mantenna Rama
Raju, and senior government
officials. Minister Lokesh laid
the foundation stone for
Sails Software Solutions’
Advanced Software
Innovation and Al Excellence
Centre at IT Hill No.2,
Madhurawada.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

All set for countlng of votes in Bihar

PNS M Patna

Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made for
Friday’s counting of votes
polled in the Bihar assembly
elections, across 46 centres
in 38 districts of the state, offi-
cials said.

Schools in Patna will
remain closed on Friday in
view of the counting exer-
cise, they said.

Bihar had registered a his-
toric voter turnout of 67.13
per cent in the elections to
the 243-member assembly in
two phases on November 6
and November 11. A total of
7.45 crore voters were eligi-

ble to decide the electoral
fate of 2,616 candidates.

“Counting arrangements
have been made in all the 243
assembly constituencies. The
exercise will be conducted by
243 Returning Officers in the
presence of 243 Counting
Observers and the candi-
dates or their agents.

“A total of 4,372 counting
tables, each staffed with one
supervisor, counting assis-
tant and micro-observer
have been set up. More than
18,000 Counting Agents
appointed by the nominees
will also oversee the
process,” the Election
Commission said in a state-

ment.
Counting of votes will com-
mence at 8 am on Friday.
“As per the Commission’s
directions, postal ballot

counting will begin first, and
counting of EVMs will start at

8.30 am,” it said.
“Adequate number of
Central Armed Police Force

(CAPF) and personnel of the
Bihar Police have been
deployed across the state to
ensure smooth counting, and
prevent any untoward inci-

dent,” a senior officer said.

He said 106 companies of
security personnel from
outside the state have also
been deployed.

A poll official said EVMs
and VVPATs used in the elec-
tions have been sealed inside
strong rooms under a
double-lock system.

“A two-tier security has
been ensured at the counting
centres. While the inner tier
has been assigned to the
CAPF, state police have been
deployed at the outer rung.
Besides, 24[7 CCTV surveil-
lance and other security pro-
visions are in place,” he
added.

of Andhra Pradesh
(NREDCAP), the Energy
Department, and investors.

Prominent companies
committing investments
include Navayuga
Engineering, Chinta Green
Energy, ABC Cleantech
(Evren), Axis Energy, ReNew
Group, Four Square Green
Energy, Indosol Solar, and
Hero Future Energies,
Vijayanand added.

He also launched the
Visakhapatnam Economic
Region Growth Hub Plan to
develop a globally compet-
itive, inclusive, and resilient
hub on India’s east coast.

The state aims to become
a USD 2.4 trillion economy
by 2047, with the
Visakhapatnam Economic
Region as the key growth
engine, the chief secretary
said.The plan identifies
seven priority growth
drivers—industry, logistics,
services, urban develop-
ment, and clean energy—to
ensure balanced growth
across nine coastal districts.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment on Thursday ordered
a forensic audit of all
records of the Al Falah
University, which is under
the scanner following the
Delhi blast, besides asking
the ED and other financial
investigative agencies to
check the money trail of the
Haryana-based institution,
sources said.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

CM holds
series of
meetings with
industrialists

PNS M Vishakapatnam

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu held a
series of meetings with rep-
resentatives from various
companies in
Visakhapatnam on
Wednesday, highlighting
Andhra Pradesh’s strong
potential for industrial
investments. He invited
industrial leaders to take
advantage of the state’s
proactive policies and invest
in emerging sectors. The
Chief Minister also advised
companies with concrete
proposals to sign MoUs with
the Andhra Pradesh
Economic Development
Board (EDB).

During one such meeting,
representatives from
Coromandel International
Limited, a leading fertiliser
and agri-input company
under the Murugappa Group,
met the Chief Minister to
discuss expansion plans in
the state. Discussions
covered the establishment of
new fertilizer manufacturing
facilities, green ammonia,
and agritech projects.

Coromandel International
already operates fertiliser
plants in Visakhapatnam
and Kakinada. As a continu-
ation of its ongoing pres-
ence, the company has now
decided to invest an addi-
tional 2,000 crore to set up
a new fertilizer manufac-
turing unit in Andhra
Pradesh.

CONTINUED ON >> P2
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Pawan asks officials to alert
wllagers over elephant movements

PNS B Amaravati

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan has issued key direc-
tives regarding the move-
ment of elephants. He
instructed officials to give
advance warnings whenev-
er there is a possibility of ele-
phants entering villages adja-
cent to forest areas. The
Deputy Chief Minister
ordered that the alert system
be strengthened further.
Pawan Kalyan responded
to the recent incident in
Venkateswarapuram village
under Kuppam mandal,
where a man named
Kittayya died in an elephant
attack. He discussed the
incident with the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
and other officials on
Thursday morning. He
expressed deep condo-
lences to Kittayya’s family
and directed officials to
immediately provide Rs 10

e

lakh financial assistance to
the bereaved family.
Forest officials informed
Pawan Kalyan that the ele-
phant involved had come
from the Tamil Nadu forest
area, and similar deaths had
occurred there earlier. They

also mentioned that as soon
as the elephant was tracked
entering Andhra Pradesh’s
forest region, nearby vil-
lagers were alerted in
advance.

Responding to this, Pawan
Kalyan emphasised expand-

ing the early warning system.
He advised officials to create
village-level and farmer
social media groups, and to
send both text and voice
messages, so that informa-
tion could reach people
quickly and effectively.

Wild elephant
tramples
farmer to death

PNS B Kuppam

A 65-year-old farmer was
trampled to death by a wild
elephant at Kurmanupalli
village here in Chittoor dis-
trict on Thursday, said a
police official.

The victim, identified as
Kittappa, was sleeping alone
in his agricultural field when
the incident occurred around
3 am, the official said. "Kittappa
was trampled to death by a
wild elephant at Kurmanupalli
village early this morning,"
Kuppam Deputy
Superintendent of Police (DSP)
B Parthasarathi said.

The elephant was report-
edly roaming alone in the
vicinity before attacking the
victim, he added.

‘Naidu taking credit for schemes
launched by previous govt’

PNS M Tadipalli

Former Chief Minister and
YSRCP leader YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Thursday
took aim at the Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, accusing him of
“stealing credit” for initia-
tives he had no part in. He
challenged Naidu with a
question, “If someone else
worked hard, would you
take his credit?” Jagan
Mohan Reddy alleged that
the houses built during the
YSRCP government tenure
are now being falsely
claimed as achievements of
the coalition government.
This criticism followed
Naidu’s announcement on
Wednesday of the launch of
300,000 welfare houses.
Jagan Mohan Reddy
claimed that the coalition
government boasted that it
had built houses for the
poor within 18 months of
coming to power. But in
fact, the government did
not acquire even a square

Jagan Mohan Reddy alleged that the houses
built during the YSRCP government tenure are
now being falsely claimed as achievements of

the coalition government

yard of land for housing. It
did not give even a single
cent of land to anyone, nor
did it spend a single paisa on
the scheme. Most of the
houses, the Chief Minister
claimed to have been built
by the government, were
under construction during
the YSRCP government,
Jagan Mohan Reddy said.
The former chief minister

expressed, “We (YSRCP gov-
ernment) started all these
homes. It's outrageous how
some spread such blatant
untruths, shamelessly
claiming credit for our work
— this credit-theft scheme is
truly appalling. A person
who takes credit for the
efforts of others and tries to
pass it off as their own is not
a leader.”

Government releases
Rs 400 cr to APSRTC

PNS B Amaravati

The coalition government
in the State is working for
the development of the
state. It is revitalising the
state’s economy, according
to TDP leaders. As per the
election promises, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan,
leading the coalition gov-
ernment. The government
is not only attracting suc-
cessive investments into
the state but has also suc-
cessfully implemented
every promise under the
“Super Six” scheme,
earning wide appreciation,
the leaders claimed.

As part of the Super Six,
the “Stree Shakti Scheme”
was launched last August.
Through the programme,
every woman in the state
is provided with free
APSRTC bus travel, ensur-
ing financial security and

support. In line with this,
the coalition government
has issued orders to pay
APSRTC the required funds
for this scheme from
August 15 to October. The
government has released
an additional Rs 400 crore
towards reimbursement
of women’s zero-fare
tickets, to the APSRTC The
state government has also
instructed the APSRTC
Managing Director to take
further necessary action.

To this effect, MT Krishna
Babu, Special Chief
Secretary of the Transport
Department, has issued offi-
cial orders. APSRTC employ-
ees’ unions expressed hap-
piness over the release of
funds for the Stree Shakti
Scheme. The APSRTC NMU
and APSRTC Workers’
Federation leaders have
conveyed their gratitude
to Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu for this
initiative.

City police prove smarter than
farmer-turned cannabis smuggler

Rahul Kumar, who abandoned farming, allegedly turned to smuggling marijuana and earned crores
of rupees for two years, found himself behind bars, along with his accomplices

PNS M Vijayawada

A famer has been allegedly
found smuggling marijuna.
For several years, he earned
crores of rupees without
arousing anyone’s suspi-
cion. He found farming no
longer profitable, turned to
marijuana smuggling. He
moved away from his
village, made agreements
with a few drivers, and
started transporting con-
traband across state
borders. He registered vehi-
cles in such a way that they
could avoid police checks.
Just like in Telugu film
Pushpa, he built secret com-
partments under lorries to
smuggle canabis to other
states. Eventually, he was
caught by the police.

For two years, the farmer
took the police for a ride,
secretly running a business
worth crores without anyone
suspecting a thing. It is
uncertain if the Pushpa
movie served as his inspira-
tion, but he certainly took
things to another level.
Ultimately, he was appre-
hended. The police were
shocked by his ingenuity.
Acting on a lead, the Andhra
Pradesh Eagle Team along

with DRI officials arrested
him and five accomplices
linked to an inter-state ganja
smuggling operation.
Despite years of successful
smuggling, this was his first
encounter with the law.

Rahul Kumar, a farmer
from Avanigadda in Krishna
district, was cultivating his
land and making a living.
However, since farming was
not very profitable, Rahul
began looking for other ways
to earn money. In the
process, he learned about
marijuana smuggling. Seeing
itas a quick way to make big
money, he chose to enter the
business. He then teamed up
with a few drivers from
Vijayawada and
Visakhapatnam.

Rahul Kumar bought five
lorries for the purpose of
smuggling contraband. He
registered three of them in
his own name and two
others under the name of
a driver from
Visakhapatnam, Anand
Kumar, after paying him Rs
10,000. He then began
transporting cannabis
across borders without
arousing suspicion. For the
past two years, he had
been smuggling marijuana

and earning crores, all
while managing to keep it
hidden even from people
in his own village.

The story of Rahul Kumar,
the farmer-turned-cannabis
smuggler, finally reached
the police. Acting on the
information, the AP Eagle
and DRI teams conducted
raids on November 10 at his
warehouse in Kanuru, on
the outskirts of Vijayawada.
They seized 248.82 kilograms
of marijuana packed in 242
packets. The police also
seized five lorries and a car
used for smuggling. Along

with the main accused,
Shayan Rahul Kumar, the
police arrested warehouse
in-charge Hussain, driver
Sohan Lal from Haryana, and
drivers Anand Kumar and
Abdul Hasan from
Visakhapatnam, the police
said.

Rahul used to transport
ganja from Odisha to
Bhawanipatna in Andhra
Pradesh, and from there to
Vijayawada. He stored itin
a warehouse at Kaanuru
near Vijayawada, and from
there, shipped it in differ-
ent lorries to northern

states. He paid each driver
740,000 per trip.

Just like in Pushpa, he
installed special compart-
ments under each lorry to
conceal the ganja, covering
the top with gravel to avoid
suspicion. To escape police
checks at borders, he used
Andhra Pradesh registra-
tion for lorries coming
from Odisha and Uttar
Pradesh registration for
vehicles going north.
Occasionally, he even
swapped both drivers and
lorries. Eventually, he was
caught by the police.

Six get
imprisonment
in drunken
drive case

PNS B Kakinada

The special Mobile
Judicial first class
Magistrate Court Judge N
Usha Lakshmi Kumary
while delivering verdict in
twelve drunken drive
cases on Thursday sen-
tenced five drivers to one
day imprisonment and
for another driver two
days imprisonment. For
the remaining six drivers
she imposed a penalty of
Rs.10,000 each.

The traffic police
inspectors Ramesh and
Ramarao registered these
cases during the special
drive conducted last night
. They said the special
drive would continue for
some more days with a
view to reduce the
number of road accidents
in the city under the
instructions from the SP
Bindu Madhav.

Students rally held to mark 150"
anniversary of ‘Vande Mataram’

PNS M Kakinada

The traffic police of the
Smart City came up with a
smart initiative to create
awareness among the
public, especially the youth,
on the importance of the
Vande Mataram song and
the need for wearing
helmets. They organised a
rally in the form of a
walkathon with students
from ASD Government
Women’s College, who
marched through the main
streets carrying tricolor
national flags on Thursday.

The walkathon began at
Balaji Cheruvu Center and

passed through the Main
Road, Jagannadhapuram Old
Bridge, and Church Square
Center before concluding
with a meeting at the
Women'’s College.

Traffic Inspectors N
Ramesh and D Ramarao of
the One Town and Two
Town Police Stations, along
with Traffic Sub-Inspectors,
joined the students in the
march.

At the Jagannadhapuram
College Center, the Traffic
Inspectors addressed the
students, explaining the sig-
nificance of the Vande
Mataram song, which
inspires patriotism and

national pride. They also
spoke about the importance
of following traffic rules and
regulations to ensure the
safety of all road users.

The officers emphasised
the necessity of wearing
helmets—not only for the
riders’ own safety but also
for the safety of others on
the road. Additionally, they
educated the students on
cybercrimes, particularly
online frauds, fake loan
scams, and job-related
cheating schemes. They
also advised the students
on the use and importance
of emergency contact
numbers.

Horror: Man slits wife’s
throat 1n full public view

PNS M Vijayawada

A gruesome incident hap-
pened in Vijayawada. A
husband slit his wife's
throat and murdered her on
a busy road. The couple,
who married after falling in
love, had been living sepa-
rately for some time due to
frequent arguments.

In this sequence of
events, the husband, har-
boring anger towards his
wife, attacked her with a
knife on the road in full
public view. After the
murder, he created a
ruckus, still holding the
knife. Alerted by local
people, the police arrived at
the scene, arrested the
accused, and are currently
investigating the matter.

The incident sent shock-
waves through the city. In
broad daylight, on a public
road, a husband brutally
hacked and murdered his
wife was rare.

The woman, identified
as Saraswathi, who worked
as a nurse at a private hos-
pital in Vijayawada, was
brutally murdered by her
husband on Thursday after-
noon. The atrocity took
place right on the road near

Trauma care centres to be
set up along NH : MP

PNS M Kakinada

Kakinada MP Thangella
Udaya Srinivas said he would
make efforts to set up Trauma
care centers all along
National highway in the dis-
trict. He said. in a statement
here on Thursdaym that
National highway was prone
to accidents and several
people were dying due to the

delay in getting medical assis-
tance. Keeping this fact in
view, he was planning to
establish trauma care centres
with modern life saving
equipment along the nation-
al highway in his parliamen-
tary constituency jurisdic-
tion. He said he would raise
this subject in the next
months winter session of the
Parliament.

the hospital, in full view of
everyone.

According to preliminary
information provided by
the police, Saraswathi and
her husband had been
living apart for several
months due to family dis-
putes. The husband, having
built up intense rage against
his wife, chose the oppor-
tune moment to attack her.
Based on information from
eyewitnesses, the police
reached the scene, took the
accused into custody, and
are conducting an investiga-
tion.

On Thursday morning,
Vijay, the husband, went to
the hospital where
Saraswathi worked and
started arguing with herin

The husband,
having built up
intense rage
against his wife,
chose the
opportune moment
to attack her

afitofrage. When the argu-
ment escalated severely,
he allegedly attacked her
with a knife he had brought
along. Eyewitnesses
revealed that Saraswathi
died on the spotin the inci-
dent. They further stated
that Vijay continued to
create chaos in the area
with the knife even after the
murder. As a result, terrified
locals were unable to
approach him.
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MANEKA CALLS SC'S ORDER ON
STRAY ANIMALS IMPRACTICAL

Animal rights activist and former Union minister Maneka
Gandhi on Thursday described the Supreme Court’s
directive to remove stray animals and lodge them at
shelter homes as “impractical”, and said compassion
should guide India’s approach towards animals.

The Supreme Court last week took note of the “alarming
rise” in dog bite incidents in institutional areas like
educational centres, hospitals, bus stands and railway
stations, and directed the authorities to move such
canines to designated shelters.

CHIDAMBARAM SPEAKING IN

FAVOUR OF TERRORISTS: GIRIRAJ

Union minister Giriraj Singh on Thursday lashed out at
Congress leader P Chidambaram over his “home-grown
terrorists” remarks and accused him of speaking in their
favour. This came a day after the former Union home
minister talked of "home-grown terrorists” and said the
government'’s discreet silence is because it knows about
them. In a social media post on Wednesday, though
Chidambaram did not talk of the Delhi blast that claimed
13 lives and injured over 25 people, he posed a question
on why and under what circumstances Indian citizens are

turning into terrorists.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chandigarh

Aday afterretired Lieutenant
General DS Hooda, who led
the 2016 surgical strikes,
accused an escort vehicle of
Punjab Police of hitting his car,
the state’s Director General of
Police on Thursday issued
directions for respectful and
courteous conduct on the
road by cops escorting VIPs.
Hooda on Wednesday
alleged that his vehicle was hit
by a Punjab Police vehicle,
which was escorting a VIP, on
the Zirakpur flyover in Mohali
when he was travelling with
his wife. He called it a “delib-
erate act” by the Punjab Police
vehicle and had asked Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and
DGP Yadav to take note of it.
On Thursday, in a post on
X, Yadav said Punjab Police,
being a professional force,
has a zero tolerance policy

Delhi blast;

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Congress on Thursday
demanded that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should immediately chair
an all-party meeting in the
aftermath of the Delhi blast
and asked whether the “new
normal doctrine” defined by
the government following
the Pahalgam attack of treat-
ing any future terror strike as
an ‘act of war’ stands.

The opposition party also
demanded that the Winter
Session of Parliament, sched-
uled to start on December1,
be advanced so that there
could be a debate on the inci-
dent. Congress’ media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera called for fixing
of accountability and assert-
ed that someone in the gov-

Man dies as girder collapses on vehicle

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Alappuzha

A man died after a heavy
girder collapsed onto a
pickup vehicle at Chandiroor
in the early hours of Thursday
while work on the elevated
highway was in progress,
police said.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Rajesh (47), a native of
Pallipad near Haripad in
Alappuzha district, an officer
said. The 13-km-long elevated
road is being constructed on
NH-66 from Aroor to
Thuravoor.

According to police, the
accident occurred around
2.30 am when two heavy
girders were being placed on
the piers.

After positioning them,
workers operating a crane
were adjusting the girders
when they collapsed, and
one fell on a pickup lorry
passing below.

Rajesh, who was driving
the vehicle carrying eggs
from Tamil Nadu to Haripad,
was trapped inside the cabin
as the impact crushed the
vehicle. It took more than
three hours for the police and
Fire and Rescue Services per-

MP unvells

GIRISH SHARMA
M Bhopal

A massive tiger sculpture
built entirely from discard-
ed iron material has become
the latest attraction at Pench
Tiger Reserve’s Khwasa
tourism complex. The instal-
lation, created under the
Mission LIFE framework that
promotes Reduce, Reuse
and Recycle, is being posi-
tioned as the largest tiger
sculpture of its kind any-
where in the world.

The structure stands 17 ft
6 inches tall, stretches 40 ft
in length and is 8 ft wide.
According to data refer-
enced by Pench authorities
from the World Record
Academy, the earlier largest
tiger installation — located
in Georgia, USA — measured
only 8 ft in height and 14 ft
in length.

Pench officials said the
new sculpture surpasses
that figure by a significant

sonnel to cut through the
concrete girder and pull him
out, but he succumbed to his
injuries.

“Usually, traffic restrictions
are imposed when girders
are placed on piers. However,
we understand that traffic
was allowed during the work
at midnight,” Aroor MLA
Daleema told reporters.

She said she had spoken to
the district collector to ensure
that all safety measures are
strictly followed hereafter,
including police deployment
during high-risk construction
work. Residents said workers,
including crane operators,
fled the spot soon after the
incident, delaying the rescue
operation.

margin, giving the reserve a
globally recognisable visual
landmark.

The artwork was concep-
tualised and executed by a
team of Seoni-based artists
led by Rishabh Kashyap.

The group spent nearly
200 days assembling the
giant form using scrap
sourced from local house-
holds, workshops and
defunct machinery. Old bicy-
cles, rusted pipes, weath-
ered metal sheets and other
leftover iron components
were brought together piece
by piece to form the tiger’s
body, limbs and distinctive
stripes.

Project managers said the
idea emerged from local
interest in creating a Made
in India symbol that reflects
both the spirit of conserva-
tion and the practical value
of recycling.

The team studied various
forms of scrap-metal art and
then adapted the concept to

“If they had stayed and
helped lift the collapsed
girder using the crane, the
man’s life might have been
saved. He was seen waving
his hand for help when we
reached the spot,” a resident
said.Locals also alleged that
the construction work was
being carried out without
adequate safety precautions.

“A transport bus and a
lorry were behind the pickup
vehicle. The casualty would
have been much worse if
the girder had fallen on the
bus,” another resident said.

Alappuzha District
Collector Alex Varghese said
the accident occurred due to
a technical issue with the jack
used for installing the girders.

align with Pench’s identity as
one of India’s most promi-
nent tiger landscapes. The
final design was shaped
with attention to anatomical
accuracy while keeping the
rough, industrial texture
intact to highlight the recy-
cled material.

Pench Tiger Reserve
Deputy Director Rajneesh
Singh told The Pioneer that
the sculpture is meant to
operate as more than a

RETIRED LT
GENERAL DS HOODA
ON WEDNESDAY
ALLEGED THAT HIS
VEHICLE WAS HIT
BY A POLICE

ESCORT VEHICLE

towards misconduct, as its
duty is not just to protect
threatened persons but also
to uphold public dignity,
safety and confidence on
the roads.

“VIP protection is a high-
responsibility assignment
demanding discipline,
patience, and respect for
citizens. Strong security
apparatus and respectful
conduct must go hand in
hand,” he added.

He also issued directions to
all concerned police person-
nel for immediate compli-
ance. Among them were

Congress demands all-party meeting

States Focus = DGP directs courteous conduct
on road by cops escorting VIPs

adherence to traffic rules and
regulations during non-
emergency movements.
Compliance with road safety
norms should be ensured,
Yadav said.

“Facilitation of smooth
movement, while ensuring
minimal disturbance to public
traffic. Professional conduct
with courtesy to be main-
tained throughout the road
journey with the protectee,”
the DGP said.

“Utmost patience and
restraint shall be exercised
under all circumstances. Any
incidents are to be reported
to the concerned quarters
immediately by the Escort
in-charge. Mandatory briefing
by all districts to escort, pilot
and traffic staff within 48
hours, on professional and
courteous conduct on the
road,” he said.

Lt Gen Hooda (retd) is the
former Northern Army

We also demand that Parliament session
be advanced as this is a serious challenge
and must be discussed in Parliament
—PAWAN KHERA, CONGRESS LEADER

ernment should take respon-
sibility, recalling that the
then home minister Shivraj
Patil had resigned following
the Mumbai terror attack
under the UPA.

“The surprising thing is
that after 48 hours, it was the
Cabinet that announced that
this was a terror attack,”
Khera said at a press confer-
ence here.

Despite intelligence agen-
cies being there and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
keeping a close watch, how
did 2,900 kg of explosive
reach Faridabad, he asked.

“In a car, there was so

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

much explosive near the
Red Fort... Who is taking
responsibility for this and is
accountability being fixed,”
Khera further asked.

“We always stood with
the government when a
terror attack happened and
will do so in future. But it is
our duty to ask questions as
to whose failure it is and
who will take responsibility
forit,” he said.

The Congress demands
that an-all party meeting
under the chairmanship of
the Prime Minister be called
immediately, he said.

“We also demand that

“Iam apprehensive about

M Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala General Education
MinisterV Sivankutty said on
Thursday that he should not
be held responsible if the
Centre withholds funds for
the state’s schools, as a rift
between the ruling allies —
CPI(M) and CPI1— over PM SHRI
Schools scheme remains
unresolved.

Speaking to reporters
about his recent meeting
with Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, Sivankutty said their
45-minute discussion was
notabout PM SHRI butabout
the delay in releasing funds
under other central schemes.

According to the minister,
under the Samagra Shiksha
Kerala (SSK) programme,
the state has received 392.41
crore while %1,066.36 crore
remains pending.

Under the Strengthening
Teaching-Learning and
Results for States (STARS) pro-
gramme, 3212.63 crore is yet
to be received, and around
%12 crore is pending under the
PM Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan (JANMAN) pro-
gramme.

the pending amount from
the central government. If
the remaining fund under
SSK is not received, as the
education minister, [ am not
responsible forit. Those who
are responsible should take
the responsibility,” Sivankutty
said. He said that in the last
four-and-a-halfyears, no RSS
agenda has been allowed to
influence the education
sector in Kerala.

“l am not commenting on
who protested against the
RSS agenda on the national
front. This is not the time for
that since civic polls are
approaching,” he said.

Sivankutty said he came to
know that some groups were
claiming to be the only ones
defending the Left front and
countering RSS influence in
Kerala’s education sector,
calling such claims mislead-
ing. He said the state govern-
ment has consistently acted
against RSS influence in edu-
cation and taken necessary
action when such cases were
noticed in CBSE schools under
the central government.

Referring to an article
written by CPI state secretary
Binoy Viswam suggesting

Commander under whose
watch the 2016 surgical strikes
on terror launch pads in PoK
were conducted following
the Uri terror attack.

“The arrogance and
impunity of someone who is
supposed to be a guardian of
law soils the uniform and
reputation of the organisa-
tion,” Hooda on X said.

Later, Yadav regretted the
distress and concern caused
to Hooda and his wife and
said that, “such behaviour, if
established, is completely
unacceptable and contrary
to the values of professional-
ism and public service that
Punjab Police stands for.”

On Wednesday, Yadav said
that directions were issued to
identify the vehicles and per-
sonnel involved, assuring that
the matter was being taken
seriously and appropriate
action would be initiated to
ensure accountability.

Parliament session be
advanced as this is a serious
challenge and must be dis-
cussed in Parliament,” Khera
said. After Pahalgam and
following Operation Sindoor,
the government had come
up with a new normal doc-
trine that any terror attack
will be considered an act of
war, Khera said and asked if
that stands.

The government on
Wednesday termed the blast
near the Red Fort in which 13
people were killed as a “ter-
roristincident”. A meeting of
the Union Cabinet chaired by
Modi upon his return from
Bhutan directed investigat-
ing agencies to deal with the
case with “utmost urgency
and professionalism” to
bring the perpetrators and
their sponsors to justice

without delay.

UIDAI flags 34 lakh deceased
voters in West Bengal

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

The Trinamool Congress has
strongly reacted to what they
called the “barged entry” of
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) in
electoral affairs, after the
Aadhar authorities flagged
about 34 lakh Aadhar card
holders in West Bengal as
“deceased”, prompting the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to begin a deletion of
such names.

“This is an unconstitution-
al act. It seems the ECl is fol-
lowing the Bihar path to
delete names by getting the
Aadhar authorities to barge
into the electoral affairs. It is
the same authorities that
had earlier told Parliament
that it had no mechanism to
preserve state-wise or age-
wise data of Aadhar card
holders. If that be so, then
how could they produce this
figure of 34 lakh?” Trinamool
Congress spokesperson Arup
Chakrabarty said. This after
the Chief Electoral Officer’s
office proceeded to enquire
into the matter so that the
names of the “deceased”
voters could be deleted.

Earlier the UIDAI said that
about 34 lakh cardholders in
Bengal had been found to be
deceased, while another 13
lakh names had never been
included in the Aadhar
regime since the Aadhar card
was introduced in January
2009. The information was
reportedly shared during a
meeting between UIDAI
authorities and Bengal Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Manoj Kumar Agarwal.
Earlier the CEOs had been
directed to coordinate with
the Aadhar authorities
regarding the matter.

SIR was currently in
progress in Bengal, where
the booth-level officers (BLOS)
were conducting door-to-
door verification by distribut-
ing enumeration forms based
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I am apprehensive about the pending
amount from the Union Government. If the
remaining fund under Samagra Shiksha Kerala
(SSK) is not received, as the education minister,
I am not responsible for it. Those who are
responsible should take the responsibility
—V SIVANKUTTY, KERALA GENERAL EDUCATION MINISTER

that LDF’s political stance led
to Kerala’s letter to the Centre
against PM SHRI, the minister
said, “By reading the article,
itis clearwho it points to. We
are not fools.”

When asked about any rift
with CPI, Sivankutty said he
has affection for the ally party.

“I have only stated the
reality. I have not criticised
anyone or taken names,” he
said. He added that a commit-
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tourist photo point. It is
intended to serve as a tangi-
ble reminder of how scrap
can be transformed into
useful and visually striking
creations, reinforcing public
engagement with Mission
LIFE. The model also repre-
sents a collaborative effort
between the reserve staff,
local artists and community
members who contributed
material, labour and support
during the assembly phase.

tiger sculpture built entirely from scrap metal

The installation has been
placed prominently within
the Khwasa complex, where
it will be used for environ-
mental education sessions,
awareness campaigns and
visitor interaction pro-
grammes. Pench authori-
ties believe the sculpture
will help build stronger con-
nections with travellers,
especially families and
school groups, while also
broadening the reserve’s
profile in national and inter-
national tourism circuits.

The sculpture strength-
ens Pench’s brand identity
and delivers a clear sustain-
ability signal. Its scale, visual
appeal and community
involvement positionitasa
strategic asset for visitor
engagement.

The project’s long-term
value will depend on proper
upkeep, structured messag-
ing for tourists and integra-
tion into broader conserva-
tion outreach at the reserve.

tee formed to review PM SHRI
has a crucial role.

“The committee will meet
soon, take the opinion of all
its members, and decide
which parts of PM SHRI should
be avoided. Later, a report will
be submitted to the chief
minister,” he said.

Sivankutty clarified that
the PM SHRI scheme has been
kept in abeyance and not
withdrawn.

THE INFORMATION
WAS REPORTEDLY
SHARED DURING A
MEETING BETWEEN
UIDAI AUTHORITIES
AND BENGAL CEO
MANOJ KUMAR
AGARWAL

on the 2025 electoral rolls.
After these forms were filled
up and submitted by the
voters, they would be verified
with the 2002 electoral rolls
when SIR was last held.

“As there have been
numerous complaints
coming regarding ghost and
deceased voters, the informa-
tion provided by the Aadhar
authorities will be of
immense help,” a senior elec-
tion official said.

“The developmentis highly
suspicious because it came at
a time when the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls was under process,”
TMC leader Debangshu
Bhattacharya said, iterating,
“Our leader Abhishek Banerjee
has already said thateven ifa
single name is unlawfully
deleted, then there will be
consequences.”

In Bihar too the “ECI had
deleted names of lakhs of
people as deceased, but sub-
sequently they were forced to
re-include many of them,
though many others were
still left out. This was done at
the behest of the BJP so that
they can win the elections,”
the TMC leader said, adding,
“In Bengal, however, we will
not let their cunning game
plan succeed. Remember,
this is Mamata Banerjee they
are dealing with.”

Following the ECI directive,
the poll officials have started
counterchecking the matter
with the banks, as “most of
the accounts are linked to
bank accounts. So once this
is crosschecked, the names
will be deleted,” an
official said.

Kerala: PM SHRI row remains unresolved between Left allies

Responding to Sivankutty’s
remarks, CPI state secretary
Binoy Viswam on Thursday
said he did not understand
why the minister was pro-
voked.

Viswam said that as the
state secretary of CPI, he was
not ready for any provocation
and his political awareness
did not allow it.

“All should have that polit-
ical awareness,” he added.

He said he was not
someone to teach Sivankutty
about the PM SHRI scheme.

“It is CPI(M) general secre-
tary M A Baby and CPI(M)
state secretary MV Govindan
who are apt to teach
Sivankutty about Left politics
on PM SHRI,” he said.

Viswam said the PM SHRI
and National Education Policy
(NEP) are interconnected and
part of an attempt to imple-
ment the RSS agenda.

“There are CPI(M) leaders
here to explain that,” he
added. He said he did not
believe Sivankutty lacked
political awareness, describ-
ing him as a respected leader,
a good friend, and an able
education minister. “l am not
ready to belittle Sivankutty,”
he said.

Six Naxals Killed in Chhattisgarh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Bijapur

Dreaded Maoist leaders
Urmila, wife of senior oper-
ative Papa Rao, as well as
Buchanna Kudiyam are
among the six Naxalites
killed in an encounter with
security personnel in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur dis-
trict on November 11, a police
official said on Thursday.
The six, who were gunned

down in the forests of

Kandulnar, and Kachlaram

villages in remote pockets of

Indravati national park area,
carried a total bounty of 227
lakh, Bijapur Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Yadav said
in a press conference.
While Buchanna alias
Kanna (35) was the master-
mind behind several major
Naxal attacks over the past
decade targeting security
forces, civilians, and develop-
ment projects, Urmila was
the main handler of logistical

supplies for PLGA (People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army)
battalion of Maoists.

The operation involving
personnel of District Reserve
Guard (DRG) from Bijapur
and Dantewada and Special
Task Force (STF), both units of
state police, was launched
based on inputs about
presence of Maoists leaders,
including Special Zonal
Committee Member (SZCM)
Papa Rao, his wife and
Divisional Committee
Member (DVCM) Urmila,
DVCM and in charge of
Madded area committee
Kanna alias Buchanna and
DVCM Mohan  Kadti
along with 50-60 cadres,
Yadav said.

“While Urmila, Buchanna
and four others cadres were
neutralised in the gunfight,
other senior leaders
managed to escape. Four
other deceased have been
identified as Area Committee
Member Jagat Tamo alias

Tamo, who carried a reward
of ¥5 lakh, and platoon
members Deve, Bhagat and
Mangli Oyam, carrying
rewards of %2 lakh each,”
the SP informed.

“Buchanna, who carried a
Rs 8 lakh bounty, was consid-
ered one of the most
dreaded Maoist leaders oper-
ating in south Bastar. He
was a key planner and execu-
tor of major Naxal attacks
over the past decade target-
ing security forces, civilians,
and development projects.
As many as 42 criminal cases
were registered against him
in different police stations of
Bijapur district, and 18 arrest
warrants were pending,”
Yadav said.

Buchanna played a key
role in the July 2008
Kongupalli police post attack
and January 2016 Nuknarpal
camp attack, triggering IED
blasts, which were foiled
due to timely police
response, he said.
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The clock 1s ticking on

carbon & climate

The Global Carbon Budget 2025 warns that global
emissions are at record highs even as the planet’s
natural carbon sinks weaken

Planet Earth is the only place we have to live, yet it is the
place we are damaging on an alarming scale. Sooner than we
can imagine, we will make it uninhabitable and may be
forced to leave - the irony is, we have nowhere to go! We
humans are the proverbial frog in simmering water, which
boils to death rather than jump out because it cannot
comprehend the slow rise in temperature.

The Global Carbon Budget 2025 report, released at COP30
in Belém, Brazil, yet again sounds the alarm, but no one is
listening. Though, on one hand, it offers a glimmer of hope:
India’s carbon dioxide emissions are projected to rise by only
1.4 per cent in 2025 - a slower pace than in previous years.
On the other hand, it confirms that the world's total fossil-fuel
CO, emissions will hit a record 38.1 billion tonnes this year.
This effectively means the goal of keeping global warming to
1.5°Ciis now out of reach. Though Indian data is encouraging,
it is not a respite in the long run. It owes itself to two key
factors — an early monsoon that reduced energy demand for
cooling, and a rapid expansion in renewable energy capacity
that helped keep coal consumption low. However, it reveals
that clean energy investments and climate-conscious policy
interventions are steps in the right direction and are making
a difference in real terms. Yet, emissions are still growing in
absolute terms. The nation remains among the top four
global emitters — alongside China, the United States, and the
European Union — who together account for nearly 60 per
cent of all fossil-fuel CO, emissions. The present pace of
carbon emissions shows that the global carbon curve has yet
to bend downward. The report also paints a worrying picture
of the planet's weakening ability to heal itself.

Moreover, there are real issues that are not even being
discussed - natural carbon sinks such as forests and oceans
are losing their efficiency in absorbing CO,. About 8 per cent
of the rise in atmospheric CO, since 1960 is attributed to
climate change itself eroding the capacity of these sinks.

In essence, nature’s buffers are depleting just when
humanity needs them most. Indeed, the Indian story offers
some relief — climate resilience and economic growth can
indeed go hand in hand, a model to be emulated by other
developing countries. Between 2015 and 2024, 35 countries
— twice as many as a decade ago — managed to expand their
economies while cutting emissions. However, incremental
progress will not suffice in a world where the remaining
carbon budget to stay below 1.5°C is a mere 170 billion
tonnes - just four years' worth of emissions at current levels.

The window is closing fast. India's success story, while
commendable, must accelerate into a full-scale green
revolution. The onus lies squarely on the developed nations -
the biggest polluters — who still shy away from their
responsibility to save the planet. They forget that Earth has
only one atmosphere and one climate; we either swim
together or sink together. Unfortunately, at this point, the
odds of sinking seem far greater.

A pair of greater flamingos captured inside their enclosure at Jaipur Zoo.
PHOTO: PTI
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AMITABH’S VISIT TO DHARMENDRA
REKINDLES OLD FRIENDSHIP

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE  ——

The viral video of veteran star
Amitabh Bachchan driving his
BMW to meet his long-time
friend and co-star Dharmendra,
who has recently been
discharged from hospital after
recovering from health issues,
is truly delightful and heart-
warming.

The friendship between these
two legends-fondly known as Big
B and the He-Man of Bollywood-
is iconic not only on screen but
also in real life. Their portrayal of
Jai and Veeru in the timeless
classic Sholay remains the
ultimate symbol of friendship in
Indian cinema. The film, which rec
ently celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary, still resonates
deeply with audiences, and its
evergreen song “Yeh Dosti Hum
Nahin Todenge” continues to be
celebrated as Bollywood's
greatest friendship anthem.

Beyond Sholay, the duo
collaborated in several
memorable films, including
Chupke Chupke and Ram Balram,
as well as in a few cameo
appearances. Their enduring
bond, spanning decades, stands
as a rare example of loyalty and
affection in an industry often
defined by competition and
change.

In today’s fast-paced world,
where genuine friendship often
takes a back seat, this simple yet
touching gesture of one old friend
visiting another rekindles faith in
one of life’s most beautiful gifts -
true friendship. Their friendship
shows that some bonds outlast
fame, time, and distance — shining
brighter with age. Amitabh and
Dharmendra’s camaraderie is a
timeless lesson in love, loyalty,
and friendship.

M PRADYU | KANNUR

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Red Fort blast: Time for firm action

India’s security forces have dealt with cross-border terror for decades. But the Red Fort blast and related arrests signal a new
internal threat — radicalisation within professional spaces. The remedy must begin with education and vigilance at home

KRIPA
NAUTIYAL

ke

The explosion near Delhi’s Red Fort earlier this
month shocked the nation not only because it
struck a heritage site, but because of what early
investigations suggest — the alleged involvement
of educated professionals, including doctors, in
a sinister terror plot.

The case, still under investigation, has sparked
an uncomfortable debate: What happens when
radicalisation penetrates elite, seemingly benign
professions? How should India respond — firmly,
but within the bounds of its Constitution?

A disturbing pattern emerges

Initial reports from investigating agencies point
to a “white-collar terror” network — individuals
with professional qualifications allegedly collab-
orating with radical elements to target civilians
and religious institutions. Parallel to this, Gujarat’s
ATS recently exposed a chilling plan involving
attempts to procure toxic substances such as ricin,
allegedly to contaminate prasad at temples.
Equally disturbing are claims of a cleric’s role in

@ Targeted institutional audits — Where evidence
links hospitals or universities to subversive activ-
ity, the state must audit their finances, staffing,
and affiliations; however, these actions must
follow due process, not political
impulse.

@ Professional oversight —If medical
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and related arrests signal a new internal threat
— radicalisation within professional spaces. The
remedy must begin with education and vigilance
at home. Parents, teachers, and community
leaders must instil civic ethics
and respect for pluralism.
Hospitals and universities, often

targeted for infiltration, need

INDIA'S STRENGTH
LIES IN ITS ABILITY

medical councils must act decisive-
ly, reviewing ethical vetting and
licensing norms. Yet, the entire
medical fraternity must not be

professionals are found complicit, @be g

oneevr integrity checks not just of finances
but also of their core mission. The
call for “intelligence presence” in
minority-run institutions must be
measured. Monitoring suspicious funding and

Wile the courts must establish gutl the send 10, CONERONT - nvestigation — Alegations involving
is alarming;: radical thought cloaked in r,espectabil- THREATS bio-toxins or chemical agents demand forensic
ity, using social trust as camouflage. WITHOUT verification, independent lab confirmation, and
Yet,amid outrage, it is essential to separatever- ~ COMPROMISING transparent reporting. Panic and misinformation
!ﬁec_l fa.ct from conjecture. Many names anq ITS PRINCIPLES. only aic! enemies of the state. B
isiutons o sufaced_hospitals lves 1 PROFESSIONALS  Inellgence presence with accountabiy -
we ,must avoid the trap of communal generalisa: HAVE INDEED ment with sensitive institutions. But permanent
tion. Justice must be swift, but fair. JOINED HANDS infiltration without oversight risks civil liberties.
. ey as rdination and legal rvision ar r
A test for India’s constitutional “T{I};Fé{ I&R%?)Igﬁég ’ tcc?(;)ls(lh:rf 3nc?)n(irgl%§d Sslilll?\?eilliu?ce.a ¢ betee
balance MUST BE e Transparent public communication — Official

India’s Constitution guarantees freedom of reli-

gion under Article 25 and simultaneously directs UNCOMPROMISING

silence breeds rumours. Regular press briefin-

foreign ties is legitimate; painting all minority
institutions as suspect is unjust and counterpro-
ductive.

The road ahead — firm, fair, and

fearless

India’s strength lies in its ability to confront
threats without compromising its principles. If
professionals have indeed joined hands with rad-
icals, the response must be uncompromising in
law and proportionate in execution. Investigate
thoroughly, prosecute swiftly, and reform insti-
tutional loopholes that allowed infiltration.

gs, judicial monitoring, and publication of ver-

But justice cannot be collective. The guilty must
face exemplary punishment; the innocent must
not become collateral victims of public anger.
Our enemies would rejoice most if India allowed

the State to work towards a Uniform Civil Code IN LAW AND ified data will prevent both panic and
under Article 44. These two ideals — protection ~ PROPORTIONATE prejudice.

of faith and pursuit of equality — are not contra- . . .

dictory but complementary when interpreted IN EXECUTION Opp03|_t|on silence and political
correctly. hypocrisy

However, public debate has often reduced them
to opposing camps: one accusing the other of bias,
the other fearing cultural erasure. The present crisis

reopens that debate, as some argue that the coex-
istence of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) proposal and
a Ministry for Minority Affairs is inconsistent.

Law enforcement must be scientific

and neutral

While the ideological challenge is serious, the prac-
tical response must be precise and evidence-
based. Blanket suspicion of communities or pro-
fessions will harm national unity. Instead, India

The writer is a former
Additional Director General,
Indian Coast Guard, and
writes on defence and
national security issues

@ dailypioneer

The muted response of several opposition
parties has not gone unnoticed. When such a
grave security threat unfolds, selective outrage
undermines democratic credibility.
National security cannot be filtered through elec-
toral convenience. At the same time, govern-
ment spokespersons must resist framing this as
a clash of faiths. Terror has no religion; its ide-
ology is hatred and nihilism. Political capital built
on division weakens the Republic from within.

internal division to replace unity.

Global reactions and India’s

sovereignty

After earlier terror episodes, India often hesitat-
ed, weighing international opinion before
acting decisively. That hesitation is fading. The
post-Sindoor experience has shown that many
nations now openly back India’s right to defend
itself. It is time we acted on national interest with
confidence, rather than apology. Global respect
follows strength — but moral strength comes

@ @kripa_nautiyal

@ dr-kripa-nautiyal-
bb7773219

Security without prejudice

must strengthen investigation, regulation, and
intelligence cooperation along these lines:

India’s security forces have dealt with cross-
border terror for decades. But the Red Fort blast

only from constitutional fidelity.

“Our answer must be firm against terror, faith-
ful to the Constitution, and unsparing in protect-
ing the innocent.”

The Bhagavad-Gita reveals God’s active presence
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Most of us imagine God as a distant and detached being-
watching us from afar but rarely intervening. Yet, Lord
Krishna in the Bhagavad-Gita offers a very different under-
standing. He describes God as one “who has eyes and ears
everywhere” (13.13) — an omnipresent witness to all that
we do, think, and desire.

However, His help is not automatic; it comes when we
consciously seek it. Take the example of a student who
neglects his studies all year but prays fervently before his
exams for a good result. God does not grant such prayers
because the boy has not fulfilled his duty. Still, his prayer
is a beginning-a spark of awakening. Once he becomes dili-
gentand dutiful, divine help naturally follows. God’s mercies

are abundant, extending even to the material world. Every
act we perform-through thought, word, or deed-produces
results or karmaphala. These are governed by divine author-
ity under God’s supervision (9.10). Yet, when we sincere-
ly seek His shelter, God can bless us beyond what our karma
alone dictates. As Sanjay declared at the end of the
Mahabharata: “Where there is Yogeshwar Krishna and
Arjuna, there will be opulence, victory, wealth, and right-
eousness” (18.78). The key is to be like Arjuna-devoted, dis-
ciplined, and surrendered. For us, this surrender means daily
spiritual practice: prayer, chanting, meditation, oreven a
simple act of devotion, such as gazing at God’s image with
faith. One casual visit to a temple, like the boy before exams,
is not enough. Devotion is a relationship that must be nur-
tured through constancy. Material blessings-wealth,
success, power, fame, good health —are all forms of divine
favour. Money itself — a karmaphala — can bring comfort
and security when used wisely.

God does not condemn material prosperity; He regulates
itand blesses those who use it for good. Power, too, when
guided by virtue, can serve society-as seen in King Janaka,
cited by Lord Krishna (3.20), who ruled selflessly for the
welfare of his people. Good health and moderation are also
divine gifts. The Gita advises, “He who is temperate in eating,
recreation, sleep, and activity attains yoga that destroys
suffering” (6.17). Thus, even physical well-being is a reflec-

tion of spiritual balance. Underlying all divine favours is
God'’s guidance. He directs us-through intuition, through
people around us, and sometimes even through dreams.
Those who pray sincerely will recognise these subtle signals.
God rarely speaks directly, but His communication is unmis-
takable to those who listen with faith.

We, as Indians, are especially blessed. God has chosen
this land for His many incarnations. Lord Hanuman’s eternal
presence, Lord Shiva’s ceaseless chanting of “Rama,” and
the timeless wisdom of the Bhagavad-Gita are living proofs
of divine grace upon India. Despite our imperfections, our
culture values tolerance, peace, and family bonds-quali-
ties born from the divine light still shining in our collec-
tive spirit. From personal experience, | can testify to God’s
kindness. In every difficulty, I turn to Him first-and invari-
ably, I receive an intuitive answer, a gentle nudge in the
right direction. Research even supports this: Harvard studies
found that the intuitions of spiritual individuals are often
accurate. In conclusion, God is not distant but deeply
involved in our lives. He wants to help us, guide us, and
uplift us. The Gita teaches: take one step towards Him, and
He will take ninety-nine towards you. Faith, devotion, and
effort together awaken His grace — and when that
happens, life itself becomes a dialogue with the Divine.

k The writer is a spiritual teacher j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Double Duty: The weight of obligation

Anybody can surely be entrusted with any national duty-
be it Electoral or Census — beyond their regular job assign-
ment. However, shouldn’t the concerned individual be
relieved from their routine responsibilities so that they
can render quality service to the nation with full concen-
tration? Otherwise, the Himalayan pressure of perform-
ing “double duty” is bound to crush the overburdened
individual, both physically and psychologically. The
immense stress of visiting innumerable homes to dis-
tribute forms, provide instructions and answer endless
queries is overwhelming. Such a large-scale operation
should have been granted more time to ensure thor-
ough and humane execution, sparing officials the ordeal
of meeting targets in a rushed and exhausting manner.
If the Electoral Rolls are indeed “corrupt”, then the
NDA government at the Centre must also face a legit-
imacy test, since the 2024 General Elections were based
on these very rolls. Yet, the third Modi government will
continue till 2029. Meanwhile, the West Bengal
Government faces extreme urgency as if there is no
tomorrow. Who is to be held accountable for the
untimely death of a booth-level officer on duty? When
will such “dignified slavery” end, and these workers be

treated as human beings instead of mere machines?
KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

Public Health at Risk under PPP

The Andhra Pradesh government’s push to establish
medical colleges under the Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model deserves a nationwide debate. Even the
Chairman of the National Medical Commission (NMC)
has described PPP as the “future” of medical education,
citing Gujarat’s brownfield medical college policy.

However, this approach is flawed in both principle
and practice. Health and medical education are funda-
mental responsibilities of the state.

Tamil Nadu, with a government medical college in
every district, and Karnataka, where private and public
institutions coexist, demonstrate that the state need
not abdicate its role. The PPP model risks commercial-
ising healthcare and education, allowing
private players to prioritise profits, inflate fees, refer
patients to corporate hospitals, and exploit trainees as
low-cost labour.

The COVID-19 pandemic proved the indispensabili-
ty of public hospitals. When private care became unaf-
fordable, government institutions provided life-saving
treatment. Handing over this vital sector to private
hands endangers equity and affordability. With ade-
quate faculty and resources now available, the state
must strengthen its own institutions.

KATTAMREDDY ANANTH RUPESH | ANDHRA PRADESH

Ensuring clarity and fairness in nomination

Nomination is an essential facility offered by financial
institutions in India, enabling account or policy holders
to designate one or more individuals to receive the pro-
ceeds of their financial instruments upon their death.
This mechanism enhances customer convenience,
streamlines claim settlements, and supports institution-
al risk management. Recent regulatory reforms have
strengthened this facility, allowing customers to nom-
inate up to four individuals, thereby making succession
planning more transparent and efficient. A nomination
is a regulated safeguard designed to uphold both the
depositor’s intent and institutional accountability.
Under Simultaneous Nomination, a depositor may
name four persons, specifying each share, for example,
spouse (40 per cent), son (30 per cent), daughter (20 per
cent), and mother (10per cent). Upon the depositor’s
death, all four may claim their respective portions. Under
Successive Nomination, nominees are listed in order
of priority, with the next nominee becoming active only
if the previous one is deceased. While nominees are enti-
tled to receive proceeds, ultimate ownership remains
subject to succession and inheritance laws. Institutions
must ensure nominations comply with all relevant
banking, insurance, company, and regulatory laws.
CK SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI
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A model of harmony in an uneasy Asian neighbourhood

The 2007 India-Bhutan Treaty of Friendship, negotiated under K4’s guidance, redefined the partnership for a democratic era. It replaced the 1949 clause stating that Bhutan would be
“guided by India” with the principle of sovereign equality and mutual respect
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The former King of Bhutan, Jigme Singye
Wangchuck — revered as K4, the Fourth Druk
Gyalpo — turned 70 on November 11. In
Bhutan, the Bodhisattva King, as he is
fondly known, is remembered not merely
as a monarch but as a visionary who trans-
formed a secluded Himalayan kingdom into
a modern, democratic, and contented
nation. His reign from 1972 to 2006 marked
an era of wisdom, self-reliance, and reform,
blending tradition with progress in a way
few leaders in history have achieved.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Thimphu to join the celebrations was far
more than a ceremonial gesture. It was an
affirmation of a relationship that has stood
as a beacon of stability in a region marked
by shifting loyalties and power rivalries. India
and Bhutan have not simply coexisted —
they have complemented each other, build-
ing a partnership rooted in trust, cultural
affinity, and shared destiny.

K4 and the Modernisation of

Bhutan

When K4 ascended the throne at the age of
17, Bhutan was still emerging from centuries
of isolation. His father, King Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck, had already launched Bhutan’s
first Five-Year Plan with the support of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 1961. The
young king continued this developmental
journey, deepening ties with India and
strengthening institutions that would guide
Bhutan into the 21st century.

As Chairman of Bhutan’s Planning
Commission in 1971, K4 learned early that
India’s partnership was not one of depen-
dence but of shared growth. His 1974 deci-
sion to peg the Bhutanese Ngultrum to the
Indian Rupee at a 1:1 exchange rate was a
masterstroke of economic foresight, guar-
anteeing stability and seamless trade. He
also invited India’s Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) to construct and main-
tain Bhutan'’s strategic road network under
Project DANTAK, laying the foundation for
economic transformation.

Today, Bhutanese firms have taken charge
of their own infrastructure — an outcome
K4 envisioned decades earlier.

Hydropower Diplomacy: The
Energy of Friendship

Among the enduring legacies of India-

INDIA'S Bhutan friendship is their hydropower
CONTINUED coopﬁration —apillar ofm;mrl]al prosper-
ity. The commissioning of the 336 MW
ENGAGEMENT IS Chukha project in the 1970s marked the
THEREFORE NOT beginning of a partnership
SENTIMENTAL that illuminated both nations.
BUT STRATEGIC  Subsequent ventures such as a
Tala, Kurichhu, and
CENTRAL TO Mangdechhu deepened this
ENSURING bond, while the 1,020 MW Punatsangchhu-
PEACE AND Il project, to be jointly inaugurated by
STABILITY IN Prime Minister Modi and King Jigme
THE EASTERN Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck (K5), stands
HIMALAYAS as a symbol of enduring collaboration.

clean energy.

Hemangi Sinha, Project
Head, World Intellectual
Foundation, and Pravin
Kumar Singh, Senior
Project Associate, World
Intellectual Foundation

@ dailypioneer

@ @TheDailyPioneer

@ dailypioneer
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Built on a grant-loan model, these pro-
jects have provided Bhutan with sustain-
able national income and India with

As both sides look ahead, private-
sector participation — from Tata Power to
Adani Power — signals a new era of joint
ventures extending beyond state-led
models. India’s development partner-
ship also spans infrastructure, health,
education, and digital connectivity, includ-
ing the Digital Drukyul initiative under
Bhutan'’s 13th Five-Year Plan (2024-29).

In December 2003, Bhutan demon-
strated the true meaning of friendship.
Militants from India’s North-East, includ-
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remains

joint security.

negotiations.

Mutual Respect

25 years of Uttarakhand: Between
promise, progress and precarious reality

RITIKA
JOSHI

Uttarakhand became a separate state on
November 9, 2000 after years of public demand
for governance suited to mountain life. People
wanted schools, hospitals and markets closer
to remote valleys. They wanted decisions
shaped by local voices, terrain and culture
rather than by models designed for the plains.

Twenty-five years later, the state has built its
own institutions and identity. Yet the core
demands that fuelled the statehood movement
remain partly unmet. Distance, fragility and
uneven development still define life in much
of the hills.

Population and Mobility

Uttarakhand has about 11.6 million people,
roughly 0.8 per cent of India’s population. It
records about 1 per cent annual growth, close
to the national average. The population density
— 213 people per sq km — seems comfortable,
but it hides the lived reality of fragile terrain,
forest cover and scattered settlements. Large
parts of the state comprise mountains, glaci-
ers, steep slopes and river valleys. People cluster
in the plains and larger towns; many hill villages
have only a few households. This means a child
seeking schooling, a patient seeking medical
care, or a farmer seeking a market may travel
long distances. “Normal” density does not trans-
late into easy or equal access.

Literacy in 2011 was 78.82 per cent. Male lit-
eracy was 87.40 per cent, female literacy 70.01
per cent. The gender gap remains wide and
shapes long-term access to opportunity. A
recent projection puts the sex ratio at 886
women per 1,000 men, well below the nation-
al average. This reflects deeper concerns about
social norms, unequal access and migration pat-
terns. Migration, in fact, is one of Uttarakhand’s
most persistent realities. Young people and fam-
ilies move out for education, work and health-
care. “Ghost villages” in remote hills continue
to haunt policymakers. As people leave, remote
areas lose not only numbers but energy and
aspiration. The plains and urban centres draw
talent and resources; the hills watch commu-
nities shrink.

Economy and the Fragile Mountain

Uttarakhand’s economy has expanded over two
decades. About 47.4 per cent of workers
depend on agriculture, forestry and fishing; 31.4

per cent work in services; and 20.3 per cent in
industry and construction. Exports reached
%13,239 crore in FY25 (till February), and FDI from
2019-24 totalled 1,691 crore. The nominal per-
capitaincome is about 40 per cent higher than
India’s average.

But progress is uneven. Most industrial activ-
ity is concentrated in the plains —in Dehradun,
Haridwar and Udham Singh Nagar — where the
land is flat, connectivity smooth and markets
accessible. Remote hill districts remain margin-
al to investment and job creation. Capital con-
tinues to concentrate where terrain is easy and
infrastructure predictable.

High-altitude and remote districts still receive
very little investment. This gap is evident in agri-
culture. The sector employs almost half the
workforce, yet incomes remain low. Farms are
small in size, irrigation facilities are

designed for the plains. Only then can growth
translate into meaningful inclusion across the
highlands. Sustainable development in such
terrain demands tailored policy frameworks
that recognise altitude, fragmentation, ecolog-
ical fragility and dispersed settlement — rather
than simply replicating plains-based models.

Governance: Capacity and Delivery

Statehood promised governance that recog-
nised mountain life. Uttarakhand has made
measurable gains on paper. Fiscal rules main-
tain discipline; the deficit is capped at 3 per cent
of GSDP for 2023-26. National reviews place the
state among the better performers in public
finance. Yet institutional strength at the top has
not fully translated into delivery on the ground.
In remote places, many trips are delayed or can-

celled because transport is unreli-

scarce, and market access is weak.
More labour does not necessarily
lead to higher income.

The mountain environment pro-
vides vital resources — water, forests, medici-
nal plants and tourism — but also faces land-
slides, flash floods and glacial events that
disrupt life and limit growth. Despite 13.6 per
cent growth in FY25, environmental fragility
continues to constrain development. Nearly half
the workforce remains in farming, forestry and
fishing, while only a fifth works in manufactur-
ing and construction. Industry struggles in scat-
tered terrain, and private investment between
2019 and 2024 — about %1,691 crore — remains
low. Roads, hydropower and tourism projects
have improved access but often lie on fragile
slopes or near key water sources, increasing the
risk of landslides. Economic expansion frequent-
ly carries an ecological cost.

Public service delivery in higher districts
demands more time and money. Schools and
clinics take longer to build. Staff must be willing
to serve in distant areas. Electricity lines and
utilities must travel farther. Even short road
stretches can take years to complete. Policies
designed for flat, dense regions do not meet the
needs of scattered mountain settlements.

Investment and services thrive in accessible
districts such as Haridwar and Udham Singh
Nagar. Remote hill districts see fewer jobs. Many
young people migrate in search of work and
education. Over time, these areas lose both pop-
ulation and capacity. This reflects a centre-
periphery pattern: places with good roads and
markets grow, while remote areas fall behind.

Uttarakhand has gained economic momen-
tum, but its mountain districts still bear the
burden of distance, environmental risk and
uneven state presence. A more grounded
development approach must recognise these
constraints if growth is to be shared more
evenly. Future policy must address these struc-
tural limitations rather than apply models
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able. Broadband connectivity is
irregular. Schools and colleges are
sparse beyond district towns.

A centre-periphery pattern is
evident. The plains act as the centre of services
and authority. The hills remain peripheral —
marked by higher costs, slower delivery and a
weaker institutional presence. Panchayats
carry local knowledge but lack budgets and
trained staff. Rules often assume flat land, dense
settlement and stable weather — conditions
common to plains but not to mountains.
Effective governance must account for altitude,
seasonality, scattered villages and disaster risk.

Beyond the Silver Jubilee

Uttarakhand now needs a second phase of
development. The mountains are not one
uniform space. The high Himalayas, mid-hills
and plains each face different realities. Planning
must reflect these distinctions. Travel takes
longer, and services cost more. Livelihoods are
intimately tied to altitude and season. Policy
must recognise these layers.

Young people should have real choices at
home. Local crops, herbs and forests can
anchor value chains. Digital work hubs can
reduce migration. Tourism must support small
enterprises rooted in local culture. When skills
grow locally, communities thrive. Roads, power
projects and hotels should be planned with
safety in mind. More construction should not
mean more risk. Sometimes, restraint signifies
progress. Uttarakhand’s silver jubilee is a
turning point. A mountain state should build
in ways that protect its people, culture and land.

The writer is the Head of the
Department of History and
Civilisation at Gautam Buddha
University, Noida. She specialises
in South Asian history and inter-
national relations, with a focus on
the Himalayan borderlands

@ dailypioneer
@ @joshifellow

@ ritika-joshi-
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ing ULFA and NDFB, had established bases
in Bhutan’s southern jungles. When diplo-
macy failed, K4 personally led Operation
All Clear, directing the Royal Bhutan Army
to eliminate the threat. Supported logis-
tically by India, the operation was swift
and decisive — marking Bhutan’s first
modern military campaign and reaffirm-
ing its sovereignty. On the
Indian side, security forces
sealed the border to capture
fleeing militants. The episode - . .
8 P a Cultural and Spiritual Kinship
At its core, the India-Bhutan relationship
is a civilisational partnership. The two
nations are bound by a shared Buddhist
heritage manifesting in pilgrimage, philos-
ophy, and art. India’s loan of the
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal statue,
the unifier of Bhutan, symbolised this time-
less bond. Equally, the Transboundary
Manas Conservation Area (TraMCA) linking
Bhutan’s Royal Manas and India’s Manas
Tiger Reserve reflects shared ecological
stewardship. Bhutan’s Gross National
Happiness aligns deeply with India’s
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam — the belief that

textbook example of neighbourly trust and

K4’s deep understanding of India’s
democratic ethos and his nuanced grasp
of China’s strategic behaviour continue to
shape Bhutan’s policies. Even today, his
counsel guides King K5’s national securi-
ty and foreign policy deliberations —
especially amid evolving Bhutan-China

Diplomacy, Democracy, and

The 2007 India-Bhutan Treaty of
Friendship, negotiated under K4’s guid-
ance, redefined the partnership for a
democratic era. It replaced the 1949
clause stating that Bhutan would be
“guided by India” with the principle of sov-
ereign equality and mutual respect. Since
then, India has remained Bhutan’s largest

South Asia.

harmonious future.

the world is one family.

Geopolitics

trading partner and leading investor,
with a duty-free transit regime through
Indian ports —an arrangement unique in

The upcoming Gelephu Mindfulness
City — a visionary 2,500 sq. km zero-
carbon, multi-sectoral development zone
integrating spirituality, technology, and
green energy — epitomises the shared
aspiration for a sustainable and

In Contrast to Asia’s Fractured

While Asia is witnessing increasing friction
— from the South China Sea to the
Himalayas — the India-Bhutan partnership

FIRST
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remains a model of stability. Bhutan’s mea-
sured approach to China, guided by trans-
parency with India, contrasts sharply
with the opportunistic balancing often
seen in other regional capitals.

For India, Bhutan is not merely a buffer
but a trusted partner in ensuring that the
Himalayas remain a zone of peace. For
Bhutan, India is not a dominant neighbour
but an anchor of security and an ally in
development.

Navigating the China Challenge

As China tightens its grip on Tibet, Bhutan
must balance sovereignty and strategic
autonomy with quiet pragmatism. The
first-ever Bhutanese Foreign Minister’s visit
to China in 2023, coupled with China’s
growing share of Bhutan’s trade and the
2021 Three-Step Roadmap for boundary
resolution, underscores a cautious yet
notable outreach.

Beijing’s invocation of the Five-Finger
Policy — an apparent expansionist vision
that views Tibet as the palm and Ladakh,
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and Arunachal
Pradesh as its fingers — adds to India’s
unease, particularly concerning Doklam,
overlooking the strategic Siliguri Corridor.
For Bhutan, which maintains no formal
diplomatic ties with China, this presents
both opportunity and risk.

India’s continued engagement is there-
fore not sentimental but strategic —
central to ensuring peace and stability in
the eastern Himalayas. Despite occasion-
al friction points, including insurgent
activity and environmental hesitations
over the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement,
both nations continue to navigate differ-
ences with maturity and mutual respect.

A Celebration of Friendship

and Faith

As Thimphu celebrates K4’s 70th birthday,
it is not merely an occasion to honour a
monarch — it is a celebration of a friend-
ship that has matured through trust, sac-
rifice, and shared vision. Prime Minister
Modi’s presence is both symbolic and sub-
stantive — a reaffirmation that India and
Bhutan will continue to walk together, as
equals and as family. In an increasingly
fractured Asian neighbourhood, India
and Bhutan stand as proof that geography
need not breed rivalry - it can nurture
harmony. Their partnership, built on faith
rather than fear, remains South Asia’s most
enduring example of Neighbourhood
First in action. In the India-Bhutan story,
friendship is not strategy — it is destiny.

Behaviour change for climate

>
TANMOY TANUSHREE
CHAKRABARTY | CHAKRABARTY

When the Hon’ble Prime Minister introduced
Mission LiFE at COP-27, he did more than
announce an environmental initiative — he
reframed the moral compass of development.
“Mission LiFE turns individual action into global
climate impact,” he declared, reminding the
world that sustainability is not born of regula-
tion but of responsibility.

In India’s context, this philosophy could
become the foundation of a new governance
model-one that makes citizens, corporations,
and communities equal stakeholders in climate
action. Having worked across government,
industry, and citizen-facing projects, we have
seen firsthand that policy can set direction, but
behaviour builds momentum.

LiFE 2.0 - Mainstreaming Sustainable
Lifestyles

India’s next evolution must be LiFE 2.0: embed-
ding sustainability into every facet of public and
corporate life-from energy use and water man-
agement to mobility and waste.
Government ministries,
PSUs, and enterprises can

redeemable for solar appliance purchases.
Over time, this simple peer-comparison mech-
anism-proven successful in countries like the U.S.
and Singapore-can subtly yet powerfully nudge
citizens to adopt energy-efficient habits without
imposing penalties or mandates.

Community Engagement - The Real
Engine of LiFE

Real transformation begins not in conference
rooms but in mohallas, villages, and campuses.

We propose the creation of Climate
Community Clusters-local governance hubs
linking district administrations, panchayats,
youth organisations, and civil society.

By leveraging digital storytelling, local dash-
boards, and open data, India can democratise
climate action, giving communities ownership
over their sustainable futures.

Women and Youth - Frontline Climate
Catalysts

India’s women and youth represent the social
capital of Mission LiFE. Eighty million self-help
group members can be repositioned as green
entrepreneurs through renewable micro-enter-
prises and rural water governance.

Parallelly, LiFE Youth Fellows can form a lead-
ership pipeline that connects innovation, entre-
preneurship, and civic responsibility-aligned
with NEP 2020 and Skill India. When women and
youth lead, sustainability becomes scalable.

Public Communication and Education
Information alone cannot transform societies;
inspiration does.

Mission LiFE must make sustainability

undertake institutional LiFE
audits to assess their behav-
ioural impact. Citizen-driven
Smart City reforms already
demonstrate how small shifts in awareness and
accountability can deliver outsized results.
LiFE 2.0 can now turn those pilots into a nation-
al standard.

Behavioural Economics for Energy

Efficiency
To truly shape new habits, India must marry
behavioural economics with digital infrastruc-
ture. Imagine Green Nudge Platforms integrat-
ed into the Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)-
rewarding households, commuters, and retail-
ers for sustainable choices. Tiered electricity
pricing, default renewable options, and gami-
fied dashboards can help India export policy
innovation to the Global South, transforming
behavioural design into diplomatic strength.
For instance, a state electricity board could
use a digital “Green Saver” dashboard that auto-
matically compares a household’s monthly
energy use with that of similar homes in the
neighbourhood. Homes that maintain con-
sumption below the local average could receive
cashback on digital utility payments or credits

. A g
neer aspirational, not sacrificial.
-Eah]gplo ce A National LiFE Awareness Grid linking

academia, media, and ed-tech can amplify
behavioural change through curriculum
design, storytelling, and digital challenges.
Sustainability should not feel like a compli-
ance metric — it should feel like national pride.

From Awareness to Architecture

India’s long-term goals-Net Zero 2070,
Atmanirbhar Bharat, and Viksit Bharat 2047-rest
on one foundation: behavioural transformation.

Mission LiFE provides that blueprint by align-
ing policy, technology, and human behaviour
into a single, measurable architecture.

Institutionalising LiFE across schools, work-
places, and public systems will make responsi-
ble consumption second nature-not an act of
sacrifice but of self-respect. Behavioural change
is nota constraint on growth — it is the catalyst
of Viksit Bharat. If policy is the skeleton of trans-
formation, people are its soul.

@ dailypioneer
Consulting Services Pvt Ltd, and o
Tanushree Chakrabarty is the Head @ Qdailypioneer
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President fires

VP Bol

South Sudan's President
has dismissed Vice
President Benjamin Bol,
who had been considered
a prospective successor,
without explanation after
growing concerns about
renewed violence in the
country. President Salva
Kiir's decision to remove
Bol was announced in a
decree on state television
on Wednesday night. Calls
to Bol's spokesperson
were unanswered. Bol was
a close business associate
of Kiir and had been
sanctioned by the US for
corruption. His dismissal
is expected to reignite
tension in the Capital,
Juba. There had been
speculation of tension in
the ruling party after the
number of Bol's
bodyguards was reduced,
but his office dismissed it
as "unfounded rumors.”
Bol was also removed as
first deputy chairman of
the ruling party, a position
he received in May, which
had demonstrated his
growing influence.

[ UK
Delhi blast
condemned

Britain's Deputy Prime
Minister, David Lammy,
and British Indian
minister for the Indo-
Pacific Seema Malhotra
have expressed their
condolences to all those
impacted by the terrorist
attack in Delhi, which
claimed 12 lives after a
car explosion near Red
Fort Metro station. At a
special event in honour
of the bilateral
partnership hosted by
the UK's Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development (FCDO) in
London on Wednesday
evening, Lammy
described India as one
of the UK's most
important partners . He
said the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA)
clinched during Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's UK visit in July
marked a new chapter
for the partnership, “not
just economically, but in
securing a safer, more
prosperous future for
both our countries".

Botswana handsover cheetahs to President Murmu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Il GABORONE

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday was symbolical-
ly handed over eight chee-
tahs by her Botswana coun-
terpart Duma Gideon Boko at
a nature reserve near here on
the last day of her State visit.

The two heads of State
reached the Mokolodi Nature
Reserve, about 10 kms south
of capital Gaborone, earlierin
the morning and took a safari
vehicle to witness the event
of two captured big
cats being released into a
quarantine pen.

Wildlife officials from India
and Botswana also briefed
Murmu and Boko about the
procedure. Officials said all
the eight cheetahs are in the
reserve and only two were
released for quarantine in the
presence of the heads of
state as a symbolic gesture of
handing over them to India
by Botswana.

The cheetahs, a mix of
adult and sub-adult males
and females, have been
brought to the nature reserve
from the Ghanzi town
located in the Kalahari desert,
that forms 70 per cent of the
landmass of this southern
Africa located country.

The Mokolodi reserve,
spread over 3,700 hectares, is
a private not-for-profit game
reserve that was created in
1994. Itis inhabited by rhinoc-
eros, giraffes and a variety of
indigenous African bird and
reptile species, some of
which are rare and vulnera-
ble to the threat of extinction,
as per official information. All
eight cheetahs are expected
to reach India in the next few
weeks after completion of
their quarantine process.

G7 diplomats publlcly

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Niagara-on-the-Lake

Top diplomats from the Group
of Seven industrialized
democracies publicly showed
their consensus on Ukraine
and Sudan on Wednesday,
but stayed away from con-
tentious issues like the US
Military strikes on boats in the
Caribbean and trade.

The foreign ministers of
the G7 met with Ukraine’s
foreign minister on
Wednesday as Kyiv tries to
fend off Russian aerial
attacks that have brought
rolling blackouts across the
country. Andriy Sybiha said
Ukraine needs the support of
its partners to survive what
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President Droupadi Murmu with Botswana’s President Duma Gideon Boko and others during the release of captured cheetahs at a nature reserve in
Gaborone, Botswana. The event marked the symbolic handing over of 8 Cheetahs to India

PTI

Murmu is on a three-day
state visit to Botswana which
concludes on Thursday.
The translocation of the
cheetahs from Botswana to
India as part of the Project
Cheetah was announced by
the two presidents on
Wednesday during a press
briefing after holding delega-
tion level talks at Boko’s
office. Murmu thanked the
African nation for the endeav-
our in wildlife conservation
and assured that India will
take “good care” of the chee-
tahs. Boko said his country’s
move to donate the cheetahs
will assist regeneration of the
population of the big cat in
India. India’s cheetah re-
introduction story began on
September 17, 2022 when

| bt

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi released eight chee-
tahs brought from Namibia
into a special enclosure at
Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh, marking
the world’s first interconti-
nental relocation of a large
wild carnivore species.
India later imported 12
more cheetahs from South
Africa in February 2023. Three
years into the ambitious
revival programme, the
country now has 27 cheetahs,
including 16 born on Indian
soil. Of them, 24 are at Kuno
and three are at the Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
(GSWS), located on the
boundary of Mandsaur and
Neemuch districts in Madhya
Pradesh. Nineteen cheetahs

will be a “very difficult, very
tough winter.” “We have to
move forward to pressure
Russia, to raise the price for
the aggression, for Russia, for
(Russian President Vladimir)
Putin, to end this war,”

Sybiha said. The G7 ministers
said in a joint statement at
the conclusion of the two-
day gathering that they are
increasing the economic
costs to Russia and exploring
measures against those who

Rubio terms Delhi blast a terrorist attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has said the car explo-
sion near Red Fort s “clearly”
a terrorist attack as he com-
mended India for being “very
measured” and “very profes-
sional” in the way it is inves-
tigating the deadly incident.
A high-intensity blast
outside the Red Fort in Delhi
on Monday claimed at least 13
lives. India on Wednesday
termed the car explosion as
a “heinous terror incident.”
Rubio said Wednesday in
remarks to the press in
Hamilton, Canada: “Yeah,
we're aware of the potential
that that holds. But I think the
Indians are - need to be
commended; they have been
very measured and cautious
and very professional in how
they're carrying out this inves-
tigation.” “That investigation
continues. Clearly, it was a
terrorist attack. It was a car
loaded with highly explosive

materials that detonated and
killed a lot of people,” Rubio
said. “(But) I think they're
doing a very good job of car-
rying out an investigation;
and I think when they have
facts, they'll release those
facts,” Rubio, who was asked
about the Red Fort explo-
sion in Delhi and how con-
cerned he was about rising
tensions between India and
Pakistan, against the back-
drop of the four-day conflict
between the two neighbours
in May, said. India had

launched Operation Sindoor
targeting terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan in retaliation
for the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack.

The on-ground hostilities
ended with an understanding
of stopping the military
actions following talks
between the directors
general of military opera-
tions of both sides on May 10.

Rubio also met External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on the margins of the G7
Foreign Ministers Meeting in

Niagara. “But clearly, ... We're
aware of the potential that it
has, and so we spoke about
that a little bit today - the
potential that it has to
become something broader.
But I think we're going to wait
and see what their investiga-
tion reveals,” Rubio said.

He added that the US has
offered to help, but “I think
they're very capable in these
investigations.

They don't need our help.
They're doing a good job, and
| thought they were very mea-
sured and professional in
how they've approached it, as
they usually are.” Following
his meeting with Rubio,
Jaishankar said in a poston X:
“Good to meet @SecRubio
this morning at #G7 FMM.

Appreciate his condolences
on theloss of lives in the blast
in Delhi. Discussed our bilat-
eral ties, focusing on trade and
supply chains. Exchanged
views on the Ukraine conflict,
the Middle East/West Asia sit-
uation and Indo-Pacific.”

Hundreds evacuated after
gas leak in Oklahoma

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Weatherford

Hundreds of people were evacuated from a city in Oklahoma
and others were told to shelter in place after a tanker truck
that was leaking in a hotel parking lot spewed a plume of
anhydrous ammonia gas, authorities said Thursday. The gas
release happened shortly before 10 pm Wednesday. People
in the immediate area were in respiratory distress and at
least 36 people were taken to a local hospital, city officials
said at a news conference. At least 500 to 600 people were
in a shelter as of Thursday morning, authorities said. Several
nursing homes were evacuated and schools were closed for
the day. Authorities said the air quality was being monitored
and that the tanker truck was no longer spewing gas.
Anhydrous ammonia is used as a fertiliser to help provide
nitrogen for corn and wheat plants.

-nine imported adults and 10
cubs bornin India - have died
from various causes since
the project began, while 26
cubs have been born in Kuno
so far. After importing 20
animals from Africa, India
currently has a net gain of
seven cheetahs over the
initial number.

Murmu leads Indian
community in Botswana

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday led the Indian
community Botswana to pay
condolences to the victims of
the recent blast in Delhi. A
high-intensity blast outside
the Red Fort in Delhi on
Monday claimed at least 13
lives. President Murmu,
during her interaction with

show support for Ukraine

finance Russia’s war efforts.

Canada announced more
sanctions against Russia,
including targeting those
involved in the development
and deployment of drones,
and Britain, a day earlier,
pledged money for Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio made no imme-
diate announcements about
new U.S. Initiatives but said
on social media that the
meeting delved into ways “to
strengthen Ukraine’s defense
and find an end to this
bloody conflict.” “We are
doing whatever is necessary
to support Ukraine,”
Canadian Foreign Minister
Anita Anand said.

Philippine
leader threatens
jail for corrupt

politicians
ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Manila

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos |r said
Thursday that many of at
least 37 senators,
members of Congress
and busnismen implicat-
ed in a corruption scandal
involving flood control
projects would be locked
up in jail by Christmas.

Marcos said an inde-
pendent fact-finding com-
mission he created has
filed criminal complaints
for graft and corruption
and plunder, a non-bail-
able offense, against the
37 suspects. Criminal com-
plaints have also been
filed against 86 construc-
tion company executives
and nine Government offi-
cials for allegedly evading
taxes totalling nearly 9
billion Pesos .

the members of the Indian
diaspora on the last day of
her three-day State Visit,
expressed her heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of
those who lost their lives
and wished for a quick recov-
ery of the injured.

After the National Anthem
and an introductory
welcome by Indian High
Commissioner to Botswana,
Bharath Kumar Kuthati,
Murmu asked the members
of the Indian community in
the hall to pay respect to the
departed souls. The gathering
stood up and remained silent
for a minute. The Indian com-
munity in Botswana is about
10,000 strong and engaged in
sectors such as education,
health and other trades.

President Trump signs
bill ending shutdown

President Donald Trump signs the funding bill to reopen the Government, in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Washington

President Donald Trump
signed a government funding
bill on Wednesday night,
ending a record 43-day shut-
down that caused financial
stress for federal workers
who went without pay-
checks, stranded scores of
travellers at airports and gen-
erated long lines at some
food banks.

The shutdown magnified
partisan divisions in
Washington as Trump took
unprecedented unilateral
actions — including can-
celling projects and trying to
fire federal workers — to
pressure Democrats into
relenting on their demands.

The Republican president
blamed the situation on
Democrats and suggested
voters shouldn’t reward the
party during next year’s
midterm elections. “So I just
want to tell the American

people, you should not forget
this,” Trump said. “When we
come up to midterms and
other things, don’t forget
what they’'ve done to our
country.” The signing ceremo-
ny came just hours after the
House passed the measure
on a mostly party-line vote of
222-209. The Senate had
already passed the measure
Monday. Democrats wanted
to extend an enhanced tax
credit expiring at the end of
the year that lowers the cost
of health coverage obtained
through Affordable Care Act
marketplaces. They refused
to go along with a short-
term spending bill that did
not include that priority.

“We told you 43 days ago
from bitter experience that
government shutdowns don’t
work,” said Tom Cole, the
Republican chairman of the
House Appropriations
Committee. "They never
achieve the objective that
you announce.

Ukraine: Army chief visits besieged city
as Zelenskyy confronts graft scandal

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Kyiv

Ukraine’s top military com-
mander said on Thursday he
visited troops holding the
frontline in a key eastern city
besieged by Russian forces,
while Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy grap-
pled with the fallout from a
corruption scandal that has
engulfed his administration.

After Zelenskyy’s justice
and energy ministers quit
on Wednesday amid the
investigation into alleged
energy sector graft, the
Government fired the vice
president of Energoatom, the
state-owned nuclear power
company believed by inves-
tigators to be at the centre of
the kickback scheme.

The heads of Energoatom’s
finance, legal and procure-
ment departments and a con-
sultant to Energoatom’s pres-
ident were also dismissed in
the clear-out, Prime Minister
Yuliia Svyrydenko said late on
Wednesday. A Kyiv court has
begun hearing evidence from
anti-corruption watchdogs
whose 15-month investiga-
tion, including 1,000 hours of
wiretaps, has brought the
detention of five people and
implicated another seven in
the scheme that allegedly
earned about $100 million.

Tymur Mindich, a co-owner
of Zelenskyy’s Kvartal 95
media production company,
is the conspiracy’s suspected
mastermind. His where-
abouts are unknown. The
investigation has prompted
questions about what the
country’s highest officials
knew of the scheme. It has
also awakened memories of
Zelenskyy’s attempt last
summer to curtail Ukraine’s
anti-corruption watchdogs.

He backtracked after wide-
spread street protests in
Ukraine and pressure from
the European Union, which
has pushed the country to
address entrenched corrup-
tion.While Ukrainians
expressed anger and disbelief
at the unfolding scandal,
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said the EU would dis-
burse on Thursday a 6 billion
euros ($7 billion) loan to
Ukraine and promised more
money for Kyiv.

“We will cover the financial
needs of Ukraine for the next
two years,” she said in a
speech to the European
Parliament. The EU and other
foreign partners have poured
money into Ukraine’s energy
sector. Russia has relentless-
ly bombarded the power grid,
which requires repeated
repairs. The EU is looking into
how it can come up with
more money for Ukraine,
either by seizing frozen
Russian assets, raising funds
on capital markets, or having

some of the 27 EU nations
raise the money themselves.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin “thinks he can outlast

us” in the battle over
Ukraine’s future, nearly four
years after Russia’s all-out
invasion of its neighbour, von
der Leyen said. “And this is a
clear miscalculation,” she
said. “Now is therefore the
moment to come, with a new
impetus, to unlock Putin’s
cynical attempt to buy time
and bring him to the negoti-
ation table.”

Meanwhile, Gen. Oleksandr
Syrskyi, Ukraine’s top mili-
tary commander, visited units
fighting to hold Pokrovsk in
the eastern Donetsk region
and coordinate operations
in person, he said on the
messaging app Telegram.
Ukrainian troops are locked in
street battles with Russian
forces in the city and fighting
to prevent becoming
surrounded by a bigger
Russian force as Russia’s war
of attrition slowly grinds
across the countryside.

More rain falls in Taiwan
after tropical depression

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Taipei

More heavy rain fell in parts of Taiwan on Thursday from
a tropical depression that caused flooding and brought a
continued risk of landslides. A total of 95 people

were injured around the island due to the storm that
made landfall in southern Pingtung County on
Wednesday evening. Authorities had evacuated more
than 8,500 people from coastal and mountainous areas
as Fung-wong approached. The depression had sustained
winds of 54 kph near its centre and higher gusts
Thursday. Northern coastal areas around the city of Yilan
have had more than 1.065 metres of rain since Monday.
Heavy rain was expected to continue through on
Thursday near the northeastern port city of Keelung and

around the capital, Taipei.
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Deposed PM H_asina faces verdict on Nov 17

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

A special tribunal in
Bangladesh on Thursday said
it will deliver judgement on
November 17 in a case
against deposed prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina over
alleged crimes against
humanity committed during
the July Uprising.

Hasina, 78, faces multiple
cases in Bangladesh after
being ousted in August last
year following the mass
student-led agitation.
According to a UN rights
office report, up to 1,400
people were killed between
July 15 and August 15 last year
(dubbed as July Uprising) as
Hasina's government
ordered a security crack-
down on protesters.

"Justice Golam Mortuza
Mozumder, chairman of a
three-member panel of the
International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT-BD), set
November 17 for delivering
the verdict," a lawyer, attend-
ing the tightly secured
special court in the capital,
told. Hasina, her home min-
ister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal and then inspector
general of police (IGP)
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun were tried in the tri-
bunal. The ex-premier and
Kamal were tried in absentia,
with the court declaring

them fugitives. Chief prose-
cutor Mohammad Tajul Islam
has demanded the death
penalty for Hasina, alleging
that she was the "master-
mind and principal archi-
tect" behind the crimes
against humanity committed
during the mass protests
last year.

Hasina's supporters say
the charges against her are
politically motivated. Mamun
faced the trial in person but
emerged as an approver or
state witness. The former

British chefs appeal to
save Indian restaurant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

Some of Britain’s leading
chefs across cuisines on
Thursday came out fighting
in favour of one of London’s
oldest Indian restaurants,
Veeraswamy, which is bat-
tling the threat of losing its
iconic central location on
Regent Street in a lease
extension stand-off.

In an open letter in ‘The
Times’, well-known chefs
and restaurateurs such as
Cyrus Todiwala, Raymond
Blanc and Michel Roux
appealed to the Crown
Estate, landlord of Victory
House, which houses the
Michelin-star restaurant for
nearly 100 years since April
1926, to “act responsibly”.

Last summer,
Veeraswamy owners MW
Eat were informed that its
lease would not be renewed
because the Crown Estate
wants to extend the ground
floor reception area for the
offices on the building’s
upper floors.

The chefs write that con-
verting “such a restaurant
into offices would be sacri-
lege, representing a
profound loss, both for
London’s restaurant scene
and for our tourism
economy, which thrives
on the city’s unique and
diverse landmarks”.

“As the Crown knows, her-
itage cannot be relocated,
nor can history be replaced.
Keeping Veeraswamy alive is
an act of responsibility by the
Crown worthy of London’s
reputation as one of the
world’s great dining and
tourist cities,” they say in the
letter to the newspaper.

The Crown Estate is
owned by the British
monarch “in right of the
Crown”, which means that
the King owns the estate
during his reign, though itis
not his private property.
Therefore, he does not direct-
ly manage or make deci-
sions about its assets, and
the estate pays its profits into
the UK Government’s coffers.

“We have nurtured it,
nourished it, and kept it
apace with the times. It's
probably the oldest surviving
restaurant in the world now
with such arich history, and
will be a tragedy if it were to
loseits location,” said Ranjit
Mathrani, whose MW Eat
group with sisters Namita
and Camellia Panjabi oper-
ates other popular Indian
diners in London, including
Chutney Mary and Amaya.

Veeraswamy was founded
by Edward Palmer, the great-
grandson of General William
Palmer, who was the Military
and private secretary to
Warren Hastings - the first
Governor General of India -
and Mughal Princess Faisan
Nissa Begum.

Palmer is said to have
been greatly influenced by
his great-grandmother when
devising the first menu. “Our
guests have included her
late majesty the Queen
(Elizabeth 11), the Princess
Royale (Princess Anne), and
other overseas royals. The
Crown Estate declined to
extend our lease past 24
June, and require us to
vacate, ostensibly to enable
them to take back and use
parts of our restaurant on the
ground and first floors for
their development plans,”
said Mathrani.

police chiefappeared on the
dock as the ICT-BD chair
Justice Majumder fixed the
date. The tribunal on October
23 concluded the hearing
on the case after over 28
working days, when 54 wit-
nesses testified before the
court describing how efforts
were made to tame last
year's student-led movement
called July Uprising that
toppled Hasina's now dis-
banded Awami League gov-
ernment on August 5, 2024.

Hasina fled Bangladesh

on August 5 last year amid
escalating unrest and is cur-
rently residing in India.
Kamal reportedly also took
refuge in the neighbouring
country. The interim gov-
ernment led by Muhammad
Yunus has sought Hasina's
extradition, but India has
yet to respond to the request.

Security in the capital was
heightened over the “Dhaka
lockdown” call by the Awami
League, coinciding with the
tribunal's announcement of
the verdict date.

Authorities called up army
troops, paramilitary Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and
police in riot gear to spread
a security blanket in and
around the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD)
complex at central Dhaka.

Witnesses and reports
said Dhaka streets looked
unusually empty, though
many commuters stepped
out of their homes and cau-
tiously headed for work-
places and schools.
However, many private insti-

tutions, including private
universities, preferred to
operate online, fearing the
outbreak of violence.
Transport operators said
passenger numbers on long-
haul buses leaving Dhaka
dropped sharply, while the
capital's major Gabtoli bus
terminal remained largely
empty with fewer trips and
delayed departures.

Hasina and the two others
were accused of commit-
ting crimes under five
counts, with the first one
alleging the defendants of
murder, attempted murder,
torture, and other
inhumane acts.

The second count accused
Hasina of ordering the
“extermination” of protest-
ers. Under the third count,
she was accused of making
inflammatory remarks and
ordering the use of
deadly weapons against
protesting students.

Under the rest of the
counts, the defendants were
charged with the shooting
and murder of six unarmed
protesters, including stu-
dents in Dhaka and its
suburbs. In several recent
interviews with majorinter-
national news outlets and
the Indian media,
Hasina called the ICT-BD a
kangaroo court run entirely
by men linked to her
political opponents.

Cambodia evacua_tes v1llage on dlsputed border

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Phnom Penh (Cambodia)

Cambodia on Thursday evac-
uated hundreds of people
from avillage along its disput-
ed border with Thailand, a day
after one of its residents was
reported killed when shooting
between the two nations
broke out there.

Wednesday’s shooting
occurred two days after a
Thai soldier lost a foot to a
land mine while patrolling
another area of the border.
Thailand blamed Cambodia
for the blast and announced
itwas suspending honouring
the terms of a ceasefire partly
brokered by US President
Donald Trump.

Territorial disputes over
exactly where the border lies
between the Southeast Asian
neighbours led to five days of
armed conflict in late July
that killed dozens of soldiers
and civilians. But tensions
remained high. Many terms of
a more detailed truce agree-
mentsigned last month have

not yet been implemented.
A Cambodian man identi-
fied as Dy Nai was reported-
ly killed in a shooting on
Wednesday, while three other
people were wounded.
About 250 families from
Prey Chan village in
Cambodia’s northwestern
province of Banteay
Meanchey, where the shoot-
ing took place, were evacuat-
ed to a Buddhist temple about
30 kilometres (18 miles) from

Suicide bomber was
Afghan: Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Islamabad

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Thursday
said that the suicide bomber
the deadly

involved in
Islamabad bombing was an
Afghan national.

Atleast 12 people were killed
on Tuesday when a suicide

bomber detonated his explo-

sives near the entrance of a
court in the G-11 area of the

capital. After visiting the attack

site, Naqvi had announced to
identify the bomber before

pointing fingers in any direc-

tion. Addressing the Senate on

Thursday, Naqvi said that

authorities have identified the
attackers as well as those
involved in the Islamabad
bombing. “We have traced

the attacker. suicide bomber

is an Afghan national,” he said.
The minister also said that the
suicide bombers involved in

the Wana Cadet College attack
in South Waziristan district this
week were also from
Afghanistan.

He also announced that
action would be taken at an
appropriate level.

Six people were injured on
Monday after a suicide bomber
detonated explosives at the
main gate of the Wana Cadet
College in South Waziristan,
bordering Afghanistan.

Replying to a question
outside the parliament, Naqvi
rejected the idea of talks with
militants. “How can we talk to
them when they are throwing
bombs on us? It is not possi-
ble,” he said. Separately,
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
said that terrorism increased
after the Taliban came to
power.“There is total goodwill
from Pakistan, but every week
we have to shoulder the dead
bodies of our soldiers and
people,” Dar told the Senate.

Over 328 Indian fishermen

arrested by Sri Lankan navy
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Colombo

fishermen, the minister said.

At least 328 Indian fishermen have been arrested and 41
trawlers seized so far this year for allegedly fishing in Sri
Lankan waters, a minister said here Thursday. Deputy
minister of fisheries Rathna Gamage said Sri Lanka has
intensified the operations to stop “illegal fishing” by Indian
trawlers in the international maritime border. Pointing out
that there has been an increase in arrests of Indian fishermen
for poaching this year, Gamage told reporters that so far 328
Indian fishermen have been arrested and their 41 trawlers
have been seized by the Sri Lankan Navy. Such operations are
jointly carried out by the Fisheries Ministry and the Police.
Destructive fishing methods deployed by foreign fishermen
who poach in the Lankan waters poses a threat to local

the border, said Ly
Sovannarith, the provincial
vice governor.

The same village was the
site of aviolent but not lethal
confrontation in September
between Thai security person-
neland Cambodian villagers.

The Cambodian Defence
Ministry on Thursday led
members of a team assigned
to monitor the ceasefire at the
border. The observer team
included officials from the

Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet on Wednesday
called for an independent
investigation into the inci-
dent to bring justice to those
affected by the shooting.

The ceasefire appeared to
be breaking down after the
landmine explosion earlier
this week. Thailand accused
Cambodia of laying new
mines in violation of the truce,
which Cambodia denied.
Thailand said it would pause
implementation of the agree-
ment indefinitely. It also
demanded that Cambodia
apologise, conduct a thor-
ough investigation and
prevent such incidents in the
future.

Hun Manet said the shoot-
ing occurred after Thai forces
engaged in “numerous
provocative actions for many
days with the objective of
instigating confrontations.”
He added that Cambodia
would still honour the cease-
fire terms.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Ankara(Turkey)

Turkey has temporarily
grounded its C-130 military
cargo planes as a precaution,
the Defence Ministry
announced on Thursday, fol-
lowing a crash in Georgia
that claimed the lives of all
20 military personnel on
board. The cargo plane was
flying from Ganja, Azerbaijan
to Turkey when it crashed in
Georgia’s Sighnaghi munic-
ipality, close to the
Azerbaijani border, on
Tuesday. The cause of the
crash is being investigated.

The military personnel
were part of a unit responsi-
ble for the maintenance and
repair of Turkish F-16 jets that
had flown to Azerbaijan to
participate in that country’s
Victory Day celebrations.
The event marked
Azerbaijan’s 2020 military

success over Armenia for
control of the Karabakh
region, known international-
ly as Nagorno-Karabakh, a
conflict that had lasted
nearly four decades.

The National Defence
Ministry said C-130 flights

Travel restriction on Nepal’s
ex-police chief Khapung

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kathmandu

A high level commission
formed to investigate the
incidents related to Gen Z
protests on September 8 and 9
that led to regime change in
Nepal on Thursday restricted
the country’s former police
chief from travelling abroad.

A meeting of the
commission, headed by Gauri
Bahadur Karki, decided to
impose the travel restriction on
former Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Chandra Kuber
Khapung, whose term ended
on Monday, prohibiting him
from leaving the Kathmandu
Valley without the
commission’s permission.
“Since former IGP Chandra
Kuber Khapung may be
required to appear before the
commission at any time in
connection with the
investigation into the incidents
of September 8 and 9,

restrictions have been
imposed on his foreign travel
and movement outside the
valley with immediate effect,”
read a statement issued by the
commission’s spokesperson
Bigyan Raj Sharma.Khapung
cannot travel without prior
approval from the commission.
The commission has already
restricted the then prime
minister K P Sharma Oli and
then Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak from leaving
Kathmandu valley. On
September 8, the first day of
the Gen-Z protests, as many as
22 protesters were killed
during the police firing on
youths demanding lifting of a
ban on social media and
protesting corruption and
political disorder in the
country. In total, 76 people
were killed during the
September 8 and 9 violent
protests that ultimately
led to the ouster of the
Oli Government.

Ismaili Centre in the US
inaugurated in Houston

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Houston

The first-ever Ismaili Centre in
the United States was
inaugurated in Houston,
marking a milestone for the
city's cultural landscape and
the global Ismaili community.
Mawlana Hazar Imam, His
Highness the Aga Khan V,
50th hereditary Imam of the
Shia Ismaili Muslim
community, inaugurated the
centre on November 6. The
ceremony was attended by
John Whitmire, Mayor of
Houston, Princes Amyn,
Hussain, and Aly Muhammad,
members of the US Congress,

were temporarily suspend-
ed to allow the aircraft to
undergo detailed technical
inspections. Only those who
successfully pass the checks
would be allowed to resume
flying, the ministry said in a
statement. C-130 military

Texas legislators, and
representatives of interfaith
and civic organisations. An
Ismaili Centre is a place of
worship, social, and cultural
gathering for Ismaili Muslims.
Set on more than nine acres
near Buffalo Bayou, the
150,000-square-foot facility
joins six previous Ismaili
Centres worldwide — i
London, Vancouver, Toronto,
Lisbon, Dubai, and Dushanbe.
Itis designed by architect
Farshid Moussavi and
landscape architect Thomas
Woltz, blending modern
design with Islamic
architectural elements and is
built to LEED Gold
environmental standards.

Turkey temporarily grounds C-130 planes
after crash Kills 20 military personnel

cargo planes are widely used
by Turkey’s armed forces
for transporting personnel
and handling logistical oper-
ations. Turkey dispatched
an accident investigation
team to determine the cause
of the crash. The ministry
said the plane’s flight data
recorder and cockpit voice
data recorder were sent to
Turkey and were under
examination in Ankara.
The aircraft was pur-
chased from Saudi Arabia in
2012 and was added to
Turkey’s Air Force inventory
in 2014 after undergoing
maintenance procedures. It
later underwent modernisa-
tion and had been in use
since 2022. Its most recent
scheduled maintenance was
completed on October 12,
the ministry said. The min-
istry said there was no
ammunition on board the
aircraft when it crashed.

Indian Sikh pilgrims depart
after 10-day visit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Lahore

Over 2,000 Indian Sikh pilgrims, who were in Pakistan for
a 10-day visit to attend events related to the 556th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, left for India on Thursday
under high security. The main event was held on
November 5 at Gurdwara Janamasthan Nankana Sahib,
some 80 kms from Lahore, the place where Guru Nanak
was born. “The Indian Sikhs who were staying at Gurdwara
Dera Sahib, Lahore, in the last leg of their visit, were taken
to Wagah check post on Thursday with security provided by
police and Pakistan Rangers (para military),” said Evacuee
Trust Property Board (ETPB) Additional Secretary Nasir
Mushtaq in a statement. The ETPB looks after holy places of
minorities in the country. The pilgrims had entered
Pakistan via the same Wagah border last week.
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A 2| University Longs

/ Ravensbourne &
University London

Sanwariya Educational Consultants, in collaboration with Oxford
International Education Services and Ravensbourne University
London, hosted a landmark higher education event with a fashion
show in Hyderabad, The event was graced by Jon Kingsbury, Vice
Chancellor of Ravensbourne University London, Professor Simon
Robertshaw, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Mohit Gambir, Managing
Director of Oxford International Education Services, and  Vidhi

Gandhi MLA with Anand Malligavad and the Nexus Select Malls team at the
inaguration of the 10th lake of Happyness in Miyapur

The Bima Lokpal Day,
2025 was observed today

Mistry, Executive Director of Partner Relations and Growth. Mohit | by the Oé”“g Oé the
Gambir, Managing Director of Oxford International Education ”S”rﬁ@%%ra?adu o
Services, applauded the event's success, saying, commemorate the

establishment of the
Institution of Insurance
Ombudsman, The Chief
Guest, Deepak Sood,
Member, Non-life (IRDAI) =
graced the occasion and
addressed the gathering at
| The Central Court Hotel,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad.

Students of the 1st
Semester from
BHMCT, BCTCA and
CCCB marked their
Freshers Day
Celebration with a
Joyful cake-cutting
Ceremony at Regency
—  College of Culinary
E= Arts & Hotel
&) Management hosted
. . . = its vibrant Freshers
Bajaj geiieral Ll limited - bugtsF}HI}.I%d Polycab becomes india’s first to earn green Rl  Party ‘REGMATES
crlo.re motor acql .BII insurance rau h e pro certification for house-wires =y 20257 at andmark
ajaj General Insurancg Limited (formerly known as Bajaj Allianz General olycab, Indias leading manufacturer of cables and wires, has achieved a landmark | 122) Convention,
Blnsurance Gompany Limited), one of India’s leading private general insurers, Psustainability milestone by becoming the first company in the country to receive ‘= || Nagaram, Hyderabad.
has successfully uncovered an INR 25 crore motor accident insurance fraud the prestigious GreenPro Certification from the Confederation of Indian Industry ~ [X=3
based on a fabricated third-party compensation claim. The fraud was orchestrated — Indian Green Building Council (CIIFIGBC) for its flagship product, Polycab Green =
through a false FIR and misleading documentation submitted to the Motor Accident Wirex, in the house-wires category This recognition underscores Polycab’s unwavering
Claims Tribunal (MACT), Bhuj. The case originated from an FIR registered at commitment to delivering safe, eco-friendly, sustainable, and high-performance —
Sanand Police Station under the Indian Penal Code and the Motor Vehicles Act. electrical solutions. The GreenPro Certification validates the product’s environmental
The complaint was filed by the alleged driver, who claimed that he was driving a excellence across its lifecycle—from raw material sourcing to manufacturing, usage,
Mahindra Xylo when a dog suddenly appeared on the road, causing the vehicle to and disposal—reinforcing Polycab’s leadership in driving green innovation in the
overturn. He alleged that the co-driver, seated beside him, sustained fatal injuries electrical industry. Polycab Green Wires+ are manufactured using 99.97% pure copper
and was declared dead at Sanand Government Hospital. Following this, the legal and are engineered to withstand higher heat resistance up to 900C, offering superior
heirs of the deceased filed a compensation claim of INR 25 crore before the MACT performance and safer power delivery. They are lead-free and ensure low smoke and
in Bhuj. The SIT, led by the Additional Director General of Police, CID Crime and low toxic fume emission during emergencies Speaking on the achievement, Ishwinder
Railways, Gujarat State, submitted its findings. The investigation confirmed that co- SinghKhurana, Executive President and Chief Business Officer B2C, Polycab India,
driver was actually driving the vehicle alone at the time of the accident. said, At Polycab, safety and sustainability are not just goals—they're responsibilities
CodeSkin launches UltraMatte Oil-Free Fluid Sunscreen SPF 50+ for oily skin .=
odeSkin's new product, UltraMatte Qil-Free Fluid Sunscreen SPF 50+ keeps your skin balanced, smooth, and shine-free all day. — o . . #
C PA++++, is formulated especially for oily skin. It boasts quick absorption, oil  Key skin-benefit ingredients include Niacinamide, 44 Dr. Saratchandra, Sr. Cardiologist & MD., Jayanthi Super Specialty | | The much-awaited ResoFEST 2025, the annual cultural
control micro-pigments and a dry-matte finish that doubles as a smooth base  Carnitine, Zinc complex, Sodium Hyaluronate and Alog =t Hospital, flanked by Dr. Praveen Kumar Etta, Nephrologist, Dr. and educational celebration hosted by Resonance Junior
for makeup.Hate the shiny or dark cast most sunscreens leave behind? This oil- Barbadensis Leaf Juice. These micro-pigments absorb Sundar Singh, Dr. Pynam Pranuthi, highlighting the surge in Colleges and Resonance Schools, commenced with
free fluid sunscreen delivers an instant matte finish while controlling excess excess oil, leaving the skin with a dry and matte diab d its riople effect. fueli ina rise in chroni grandeur at the Gachibowli Stadium, setting the stage for
e o WIS UL . X : . iabetes and its ripple effect, fueling a worrying rise in chronic n, g
sebum. Powered by Carnitine, Cinnamon, and Niacinamide, it helps reduce oil appearance. CodeSkin UltraMatte Oil-free Fluid Sunscreen -:_J = heart. kidnev &neurolodical ailments at an increasinaly vounaer an unforgettable showcase of creativity, achievement, and
secretion, while Silica shells and Zinc chloride absorb surface oil for a long- SPF 50+ PA++++ formula’s dry and matte appearance pass ' y g easingly young inspiration. Addressing the gathering, N. Purnachandra
lasting, fresh look. Enhanced with lightweight hydrators like Dipotassium makes it an excellent choice as a makeup primer, i”E — age, at a Press Conference hosted by Jayanthi Super Specialty a0, Managing Director of Resonance Educational
glycyrrhizate, vegetable-based ceramides and pre-& postbiotics, the sunscreen providing a smooth base for cosmetics application. Hospital on the eve of the World Diabetes Day at S. R. Nagar. Institutions Sharwanand, Indian Actor.are seen.
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POWER SHIFTS
T T

From a low of below %35 a share to a high of over370
in 12 months. From 3 five years ago to over 340 now,
after touching even grander heights. Only a few
stocks, especially of companies promoted by
renowned and established names, can witness such
a roller-coaster, whimsical, and random volatility
like this. More than 20 times increase in 60 months.
More than 1,300 per cent if one considers the end-to-
end price over the period. But this is not the entire
story. Since the end-2023, the spikes, the immediate
ups and downs, are larger, and faster. They appear
every few weeks, if not few days, even as the
company gets embroiled in new and ever-growing
controversies, and issues denials, and clarifications.
Yes, we are talking about the Anil Ambani-owned
Reliance Power. Both the promoter and company
seem to zig-zag vertically.

Although there are several layers to this pattern,
we will focus on three. The first is about Anil’s tryst
with official investigations, which relate to the
charges of manipulations, siphoning off money,
fraud loan accounts, interrogations by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), and arrests of key
executives. Over the past few months, there are
speculations about why the Government, its
investigating agencies, and state-owned banks are
going after the group with full energy. No stone
seems to be left unturned to somehow push Anil to
the wall. Observers talk about political backlash,
business rivalries, banks’ firming stance, and family’s
apathy. However, we are not interested in these
issues. In terms of stock movement, we are
concerned about how each day’s events and
developments pushes up, or pulls down, the share
price in an unexpected, and logical manner. The
banks or the Government does something, and price
slumps. The group clarifies, or denies, and the stock
moves up. It is a continuous yo-yo.

For example, between early September and early
October 2024, the stock zoomed from below %30 to
above %50. By the third week of November, it was
down to %35, and then up to more than %47 by mid-
December. In early March 2025, it stood at just over
%33, and moved %10 within a fortnight. Between early
May and early June, it was up from below 40 to above
%70, down by %10 or so within weeks, up to over X70
by end June, and down to %42 in mid-August. Since
then, it went into a series of going north, and going
south over the next few months. There is no ending
to understanding this topsy-turvy stock ride, which is
likely to make investors giddy, heady, dizzy, woozy,
shaky, wobbly, rickety, and wonky. You can choose
more words, depending on the number of shares
you own.

Second relates to Reliance Power’s financials.
Between 2023-24 and 2024-25, revenues from
operations were down, but losses came down to less
than a tenth, from nearly 32,000 crore to less than
3200 crore. A one-off exceptional gain of more than
33,200 crore due to “de-consolidation of (a)
subsidiary” in 2024-25 transformed the loss into a net
profit of just under %3,000 crore. Obviously, the
company did better in terms of expenses, which
were down by more than 15 per cent, including lower
finance costs by more than 20 per cent. Yet, revenues
were down a bit. Quarterly results seem better. In
the first quarter (April-June) in 2025-26, the net profit
was down to below %45 crore, compared to a loss of
nearly %100 crore in the same quarter the previous
year. A quarter-on-quarter (Q-o-Q) comparison
shows that the figure was down from %126 crore in
January-March 2025 to %45 crore in April-jJune 2025.
Revenues from operations were down both QoQ,
and YoY (year-on-year).

Finally, there is the pure stock market dynamics. It
is noticeable that when a stock goes up four per cent
in a single day, or comes down by a similar
percentage another day, and if this change happens
sequentially, from one day to the next, there is a
problem. This is especially so when the downward
movement is dictated by some bad news, and
reversed when the company provides some good
news the next day. It does indicate that some
investors are day-trading to benefit from the series of
bad news, and good news. To cite an example, on
November 7, 2025, the ED arrested Amar Nath Dutta,
a resident of Kolkata, who was linked to bogus bank
guarantees by a subsidiary of Reliance Power to Solar
Energy Corporation, and the earlier arrest of Reliance
Power’s chief financial officer, Ashok Kumar Pal. The
stock tanked, and recovered immediately when the
company clarified that it had no connection with
Dutta.

The interesting aspect is how Anil Ambani is
fighting several battles. He grapples with the
authorities, bankers, shareholders, and business
community. Six years ago, he announced bankruptcy
in a London court. Shares of his companies quoted
miserably, like Z3 for Reliance Power. The news of
revival, and rebuilding the group, apart from new
projects gave a shot in the arm. Once the
Government trained its guns on him in the recent
past, the shares were down. Over the past 20 years,
since the public spat, and split with his elder brother,
Mukesh, Anil’s fortunes have fluctuated wildly.
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Ola, take a swig, and blink it

The July-September quarter this year tells us a
story of both the successes and failures of
India’s new-age tech firms. Backed by the
growth in online insurance, PB Fintech, the
parent of Policybazaar, an online insurance
firm, reported a 38 per cent hike in revenue,
and a higher 165 per cent in profit after tax.
The revenue of FSN E-Commerce Ventures,
better known as Nykaa, was up 25 per cent,
and profit a higher 154 per cent. In the case of
Eternal Brands, which owns delivery services
like Zomato and Blinkit, revenue was up 183
per cent, but profit plummeted 63 per cent.
India’s EV (electric vehicle) marvel Ola
Electric’s revenue slipped 43 per cent, even as
the quarterly loss widened to more than 3400
crore.

Possibly, the lesson is that the disciplined
firms gain, and exuberant ones derail.
Probably, they are at different points in the
evolution, and learning curves. PB Fintech has
recurring revenue, cross-sells products, and
earns higher premiums. Nykaa, once criticised
for erratic profitability, focuses on gross
margins, even as it adds new stores. When
Eternal’s Blinkit opts for a rapid rollout, it
drives the top-line but compresses
profitability. Ola Electric’s weakness is
structural, with factors that may be out of
management control.

This is reflected in the stock market quotes,
as some firms inch towards consistent profits,
and others continue to burn cash, and convert
growth into profits. A tracker by Inc42
estimates that while the profitable new-age
firms saw post-listing gains of 31 per cent, the
loss-making peers dropped 42 per cent since
the debuts. The aggregate market cap of the
new-age basket, however, declined a tad from
$109 billion to $106 billion, according to
WhalesBook, even though most reported
double-digit revenue growths. Investors too
take a more considerate, and considered
approach.

Delhivery’s

numbers illustrate the

combination of higher, and muted noise. Its
shareholder letter shows that while the
second quarter’s (FY 26) revenue is up 16 per
cent year-on-year, with a net profit of 359

crore, market reports cited a net loss of nearly
%50 crore. Accounting for acquisitions possibly
blurs the perception. The broader takeaway is
that investors closely parse filings for evidence
related to incomes, and operations. Analysts
highlight such changes.

With high global and Indian valuations, and
inflows from venture capitalists into Indian
start-ups down nearly 60 per cent year-on-
year in 2025, domestic investors are
conservative. Growth is no longer what
catches their attention. Cash flows do. Hence,
Nykaa’s decision to slow store expansion, PB
Fintech’s emphasis on renewals,

valuations tied to utilisation and yield per
shipment. Digital platforms with repeat-
purchases may resemble FMCG players. The
Q2-FY26 numbers are therefore less a
scorecard than a referendum on business
maturity. The next test will be consistency,
and this will encompass profits, governance,
and competitive resilience. For investors, the
coming quarters will reveal which celebrated
disruptors survive, and which do not, after the

easy money runs out.
A recent article highlights the challenges.
According to one of the experts quoted in it,
the real story is not about revenues

and Eternal’s focus on segmental
disclosure signal positive signs.
Competition adds another layer.
Zomato, and Blinkit may dominate
quick commerce, but Zepto and
Swiggy grow 15-20 per cent quarter-on-
quarter. Nykaa’s first-mover advantage is
tested by conglomerate muscle. In payments,
PayTM'’s regulatory setbacks open spaces for
PhonePe and Google Pay to deepen
integration with UPI Lite and credit on UPI. In
EVs, Ather and TVS iQube nibble at Ola’s share.
The once-clear line between “tech start-ups”

and “traditional companies with tech
ambitions” blurs.
Governance and disclosures, once

peripheral, are central to the investor calculus.
The central bank’s actions against PayTM
payments bank, questions related to related-
party transactions in Honasa Consumer, and
revenue-recognition adjustments in logistics
companies shift attention from marketing
narratives to management credibility.
Investors read the fine print before assigning
multiples. Two broad observations emerge,
less as verdicts and more as plausible
outcomes. First, the new-age sector is entering
a sorting cycle. If profit growth sustains,
capital may move towards platforms with
proven track records. Asset-heavy or
regulatory-exposed peers face multiple
compression or strategic mergers.

Second, the definition of “tech company”
may evolve. EV manufacturers and logistics
players may trade like industrials, with

and profits, but of performance. If
the “bread-and-butter businesses,
the core units... are growing, and
are profitable, and these
companies are also adding new
verticals, they will continue to attract investor
interest.” Ironically, the new verticals lead to
losses. Hence, firms need to strategise in the
sense that the contribution of old-core
profitable businesses exceed those of the new
verticals, which guzzle money initially. It is
akin to having 2-3 verticals that make money,
and one that is new, and requires money for
the next 1-2 years.

For example, Swiggy’s core food-delivery
business, according to the article, generates
cash, and subsidises the new verticals, like
quick commerce. The company hopes to raise
10,000 crore to invest in the latter one. In the
case of Urban Company, which offers
professional household services, the quarterly
loss was up from %2 crore to 59 crore, largely
because of the investment in InstaHelp, which
provides services to professionals. Minus this
division, the company, says Abhiraj Singh Bhal,
co-founder, earned an EBIDTA of %10 crore,
which implies that the core business is
profitable.

There is an issue with expectations among
the initial investors, and the later ones,
especially, when a start-up goes public. The
early investors expect quick top-line growth,
or scalability, so that a firm reaches a revenue
level that is attractive to the latter investors,
and allows the initial ones to cash out. But
when a company opts for a listing, the later
investors want to see profits. Hence, there is
always a conflict between the top-line and
bottom-line. As expectations change, the co-
founders are caught in a quandary, whether to
pursue growth or profits, or both. This results
in mismatches.

More importantly, as recent IPOs indicate,
there are variations between institutional and
retail investors while the firms get listed. The
former are willing to wait, and are not
bothered about valuation issues. The latter
wish to see instant gains, and believe in
instant gratification, and bet on listing gains.
Hence, the discounted post-IPO stock prices
enrage, and worry the small investors. This
leads to debates about valuations, and the
role of the regulator, as has happened in India
in the recent past. The listed start-ups begin a
new journey that is saddled with quarterly
demands.
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Back in the 1980s when | was a post-
graduate student pursuing economics at
the Gokhale Institute in Pune, we were
perhaps the last of the batch to listen to
guest lectures by the late VM Dandekar.
Dandekar pioneered the art of measuring
poverty in India in 1971, and used 1960-61
official data. His calculations focused on
calorie consumption, or rather food
consumption, as the primary barometer
that defined the poverty line based on
variable estimates in urban and rural India.
arr By the time we were
listening to his
lectures, this was
replaced by
suggestions  from
other committees.
The issue is
relevant  decades
later because getting
a fix on poverty
levels is still a tricky
one, and includes
varied approaches.

Sutanu Guru

) Recently, Kerala
Author, Journalist announced that it
and Academician had eradicated

extreme poverty in
the state. Official and global figures clash
about the number of poor people in the
country, or other nations. No one knows for
sure. Experts cherry-pick the data to suit
their conclusions. So do the policy-makers
to justify their actions and decisions.
Poverty is one of the most contentious and
debatable subjects.

During my student days, perhaps along
with poverty measurement, figuring out
the size of the black economy, or black
money, in India was another intense
academic exercise. Since the economic
reforms, the black economy does figure in
some studies, and a few official reports
exist, but there is a consensus of sorts,
rightly or wrongly, that it has reduced in the
past three decades. in the country. Yet, the
figures that emerge from scandals and
scams seem unbelievable.

But poverty is another issue. The
Lakhdawala committee improved upon
what Dandekar did, and proposed items of
consumption that needed to be included in
the poverty basket. A year after the Harshad
Mehta scandal in 1992, another committee
was formed, but the focus remained on
calorie intake. In the 2000s, the Suresh
Tendulkar committee was appointed,
which was followed by the Rangarajan
committee (2014). Over a period of more
than four decades, poverty measurement

Fifty shades of Indian poverty

<

underwent a radical change.
While calorie intake was considered a
sufficient, though not complete, way to
capture poverty, economists argued that
families or households, rich or poor,
consumed other goods apart from food.
These included crucial areas such as
transportation, education, and other
important requirements. Some of them
were put in the expenditure basket of a
household to estimate the minimum
budget. This position was adopted by the
World Bank, which started from a need of $1
a day, and increased it to $4.2 per capita.
Kerala added a twist with the mention of
extreme poverty, which entails a different

] B, o

are 2-3-4 dependents. However, central and
state governments continue to generate
newspaper and TV headlines, with claims of
successful elimination of poverty from
some regions, a dramatic decrease in the
levels, or that 500 million Indians escaped
poverty over the last three decades, which
has transformed the country into a
successful middle-income one.

| personally prefer the measurement
developed and proposed by the NITI Aayog
in 2021, which is called the
Multidimensional Poverty Index. It does
account for expenditures. It considers other
elements such as health, education, and
nutrition. But there are at least eight other
parameters, which are related to access to
basic services or infrastructure such as
housing, electricity, piped drinking water,
and bank accounts. By this definition, by

definition. The World Bank states that a per
capita spend of $2.15 or less implies a
situation of extreme poverty. The $4.2
figure we mentioned earlier is a measure
for middle-income nations.
countries. By the latter figure,

the number of poor in India is %f
close to a quarter of its
population. It implies that

anyone who cannot spend more than 375
a day is poor. Which seems adequate, or
higher, and depends on which side of the
ideology you swing towards.

A spend of 375 a day translates into
more than 11,000 a month. Since it is a per-
person cost, it means an income of at least
320,000 a month, if there are two earning
members. Now, a complexity enters if there

loneer

the end of 2023 only 11 per cent
of Indians lived in poverty. The
state-level range varied from
virtually zero in Kerala, and 30
per cent in Bihar.
Unfortunately, NITI Aayog has not
updated the index after 2023. One hopes
that the exercise has not been abandoned
for political or economic, or other reasons.
India has changed over the decades. The
poor, like the rich and middle-class, have
new aspirations and dreams, and pursue
them too. Recently, | heard a story about a
family in Mumbai, where a poor butcher

father, who lived in a chawl, graduated to
being a bus conductor, took education
loans to make his daughter an engineer,
who now works in Europe, and built a
seemingly-palatial house in the chawl. This
family may be poor once, but its
expenditure, or budget, was not typical of a
poor family.

As of now, according to a website that
caters to IAS aspirants, there are several
global and Indian measurements. The
Global Multidimensional Poverty Index is
released by the United Nations, and Oxford
Poverty and Human Development
Initiative, and puts India’s poverty at just
over 16 per cent in 2021. We have talked
about the World Bank, and the NITI Aayog,
apart from which the Indian Economic
Survey constructs a Bare Necessities Index,
which includes 26 indicators in five areas.
Hence, what we have are different figures
that are bandied around by interest groups
to support their claims.

More importantly, as the pandemic
proved, poverty is not static but a dynamic
issue. Putting assumptions, which are
updated after a few years does not help,
when things change rapidly, and within
days and weeks. Post-Covid, suddenly, the
concept of the poor changes across the
world, and especially in India. As
employees lost jobs, and this was more
prevalent among migrants and
unorganised labour, incomes vanished.
Even the middle-class families began to see
themselves as poor, as they were unable to
pay EMIs, or afford the normal goods and
services that they took for granted.

Hence, there are biases that creep in
inadvertently, or deliberately. For example,
as per a recent article, poverty measures
during Covid served two purposes: Tracking
and treatment. Tracking was to count the
numbers. Treatment was aimed to
understand who qualified for the welfare
schemes like free vaccination, and food
rations. The latter leads to ‘false negative,
when we “wrongly declare someone who
truly needs assistance to be ineligible.” It
results in ‘false positive,, when we “give
assistance to someone who in reality is not
needy, even though the numbers seem to
fit the official definition.”

The author has worked for leading media houses,
authored two books, and is now Executive Director,
C Voter Foundation
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SHANE WATSON JOINS
KKR SUPPORT STAFF

Kolkata Knight Riders on Thursday named former
Australian all-rounder Shane Watson as their assistant
coach for the upcoming IPL 2026.

Watson represented Australia in 59 Tests, 190 ODIs,
and 58 T20 Internationals, amassing over 10,000
international runs and taking more than 280 wickets
across formats. "l am eager to work closely with the
coaching group and players to help bring another title to
Kolkata,” Watson said in a press release.

Watson was an integral part of Australia’s 2007 and
2015 ICC World Cup-winning squads and played a key
role in numerous series victories around the world.

He even enjoyed a stellar IPL career spanning 12
years (2008-2020), with 145 matches and four centuries
to his name. He has been a part of victorious IPL sides,
including Rajasthan Royals and Chennai Super Kings.

Following his retirement from cricket, Watson
transitioned seamlessly into coaching and mentorship
roles within global T20 leagues. “We are thrilled to
welcome Shane Watson to the KKR family. His
experience as a player and coach at the highest level will
add immense value to our team culture and preparation.
His understanding of the T20 format is world-class, and
we look forward to his contributions both on and off the
field,” Venky Mysore, KKR CEO said.

AGRA GIVES HERO'S
WELCOME TO DEEPTI

T

Deepti Sharma, who helped India win their maiden
Women's World Cup trophy with a stellar all-round
performance, on Thursday returned home to a fitting
welcome that included a 10-km roaring roadshow.

Thousands of Agra residents lined the streets for the
roadshow organised by the District Cricket Association to
honour Deepti, who was adjudged the player of the

tournament.

School children, cricket enthusiasts, dignitaries, and
members of various social and sports organisations
joined the event, waving flags and showering flowers

along the route.

More than 150 police and traffic personnel were
deployed to manage security and traffic during the

celebrations.

New Zealand beat

West Indies by 8
wkts; wins series 3-1

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Los Angeles

Jacob Duffy took 4-35, dis-
rupting the top order and
taking a key wicket at the
end, as New Zealand beat
West Indies by eight
wickets Thursday in the
fifth Twenty20 internation-
al Thursday to win the
series 3-1.

Duffy’s three wickets in
the third over saw the West
Indies slump to 21-4 and he
returned to neutralize the
threat of Romario
Shepherd, who made 36
from 22 balls, as the tourists
were bowled out for 140 in
18.4 overs. New Zealand’s
reply was swift and
emphatic asitreached 141-
2 in the 16th over against a
West Indies lineup that
appeared to be out of sorts
in cold conditions.

Devon Conway carried
his bat for 47 and shared
partnerships of 69 for the
first wicket with Tim
Robinson, who hit 45 from
24 balls, 37 with Rachin
Ravindra (21) and 35 with
Mark Chapman (21 not out).

The West Indies won the
first match by seven runs,
New Zealand won the
second by three runs and
the third on Sunday by nine
runs. All three matches
were decided in the final
over.

The fourth match on
Monday was abandoned
due to rain.

Player of the seriesDuffy
was voted Player of the
Series for his 10 wickets.

“l guess in Twenty20 a
huge asset of mine is that
swing up top and taking
wickets in the power play is
always pretty important,”
Duffy said. “Maybe less so
against the West Indies,
such is the length of their
batting lineup.

“I guess that’s always my
role in the teamis to swing
the ball up top and try to
make things happen.”

The West Indies began on
a note of aggression after
losing the toss and being
sentin:Alick Athanaze hita
six from the first ball of the
match bowled by Duffy.

ODI series: The teams
will next play a series of
three one-day internation-
als. Left-handed top-order
batter John Campbell will
be returning to the West
Indies squad.

Matthew Forde, who was
called up for the T20 squad
to make his first white-ball
appearance since rehabili-
tating from injury, and
Johann Layne and Shamar
Springer will provide
support to the pace bowling
unit.

West Indies will be
missing Alzarri Joseph,
Shamar Joseph, Ramon
Simmonds and Jediah
Blades due to injuries.

The first ODI match is
Sunday at Hagley Oval in
Christchurch.

Asian Archery: Gold for Indian
women'’s and mixed team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

India’s compound archers
enjoyed a stellar outing at
the Asian Championships,
winning two gold medals
and one silver on a produc-
tive day here on Thursday.
The women’s team of Jyothi
Surekha Vennam,
Deepshikha, and Prithika
Pradeep led the charge with
a thrilling 236-234 victory
over Korea in the compound
women’s team final. The trio

delivered near-flawless shoot-
ing, producing ends of 59 (10,
10,10, 10, 9,10) and 58 (10, 10,
10, 9, 10, 9) to outclass the
Korean combination of Park
Yerin, Oh Yoohyun, and
Jungyoon Park.

In the compound mixed
team final, Abhishek Verma
and Deepshikha combined
superbly to defeat Bangladesh
153-151, securing India’s
second gold of the day. The
pair displayed consistency
under pressure, shooting
identical 38-pointends (10, 9,

Birla Estates principal sponsors
of Gujarat Titans in IPL 202

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Il Ahmedabad

Gujarat Titans, on Thursday,
named Birla Estates, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Aditya
Birla Real Estate Limited
(ABREL), as the team’s princi-
pal sponsor for the 2026
Indian Premier League.

Birla Estates replaced
fantasy gaming platform
Dream11, which has massive-
ly curtailed its operations
after a central government act
led to a blanket ban on real
money gaming in August
this year.

KT Jithendran, MD and CEO
of Birla Estates, said: “This col-
laboration allows us to
connect with millions of fans
across India and beyond, cel-
ebrating shared values of
passion, perseverance, and
progress. Together, we look

Arsenal loses 2-3 to Bayern Muni

forward to building some-
thing truly special that res-
onates both on and off the
field.” Colonel Arvinder Singh,
COO of Gujarat Titans, added:
“Partnering with Birla Estates
not only enhances the Gujarat
Titans’ brand portfolio but
also reflects our commitment
to collaborating with iconic
institutions that elevate our
presence across geographies.
Together, we look forward to
creating unique experiences
that strengthen our collective
brand value and open new
avenues for growth.”

The financial aspects of the
deal, however, were kept
under wraps by both parties.

Captained by India’s Test
and ODI skipper Shubman
Gill, Gujarat Titans had script-
ed history during the 2022 IPL
by clinching the title in their
debut season.

10,9 and 9,10, 9, 10) to seal the
title. However, in the com-
pound men’s team final, India
fell agonisingly short against
Kazakhstan, going down

229-230 to settle for the

silver medal.
The Indian trio of Abhishek

Verma, Sahil Rajesh Jadhav,

and Prathamesh Bhalchandra
Fuge was edged out by the
Kazakh side of Dilmukhamet
Mussa, Bunyod Mirzametov,
and Andrey Tyutyun, who
held their nerve in the closing
arrows.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA m
Dhaka

Star Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen progressed to the quar-
terfinals with a straight
game win over Singapore’s
Jia Heng Jason Teh but it was
curtains for HS Prannoy in
the men’s singles competi-
tion of Kumamoto Masters
Japan here on Thursday.

A 2021 World
Championship bronze
winner, Sen, seeded seventh
here, prevailed over world
No. 20 Teh 21-13 21-11 in
another 39-minute contest.

The world No.15 Sen will
clash with former world
champion Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore in the
quarterfinals.

However, later in the day,
Prannoy, 33, went down 18-
21 15-21 to Denmark’s
Rasmus Gemke in a 46-
minute second-round
match.

Lakshya opened up an 8-
5 lead early in the opening
game. Teh managed to
briefly take a slender 10-9
lead before the Indian had
his nose ahead at the break.

The duo fought hard till 14-

Harikrishna advances,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Panaji (Goa)

Grandmasters Arjun Erigaisi
and P Harikrishna had
another good day as they

sent veteran Peter Leko of

Hungary and Swede Nils
Grandelius packing in the
fourth-round tiebreaker here
Thursday. Arjun dumped

Leko 3-1 in the first set of

tiebreaker itself while
Harikrishna drew the first
and then won the second for
an overall 2.5-1.5 victory that
took him to round of 16.

R Praggnanandhaa mean-
while could not maintain
the parity and lost to Daniil
Dubov of Russia to mark his
exit from this year’s World
Cup.

It may be recalled that in
the previous edition held in
2023, the young Indian had

made it all the way to the

finals before losing to even-
tual winner Magnus Carlsen
of Norway.

For Arjun the next round
will be crucial as he will
take on in-form Levon
Aronian of United States.
Aronian has been peaking at
the right time and could be
a tough opponent for
anyone in the event. The
former Armenian is the only
player in his tory to have
won the World Cup twice.

German Frederic Svane
meanwhile continued with
his brilliant run and ousted
Shant Sargsyan of Armenia
2.5-1.5.

Svane who had earlier
defeated world champion D
Gukesh in the tournament
did not disappoint his fans
and scored another impor-
tant victory to be in con-
tention for a berth in the
Candidates.
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13 when Lakshya zoomed
ahead with seven straight
points. After the change of
ends, it was a more dominat-
ing show from the Indian as

Lakshya enters quarters, Prannoy
bows out in Japan Masters

he jumped to 5-0 and then
11-3 at the interval to quash
his rival’s hopes. Lakshya
stayed steady to comfortably
close out the match.

Praggnanandhaa loses

The USD 2 million prize
money tournament also saw
a big upset when Aleksey
Grebnev defeated Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave of France
2.5-1.5. The exit of Vachier-
Lagrave also means that the
road ahead could be easier
for the last two remaining
Indians if they cross the next
hurdle. Arjun played a solid
game with black pieces and
took advantage as Leko got
ambitious and went for
some unwarranted compli-
cations. The Indian pocket-
ed one pawn and then the
ensuing rook and minor
piece endgame was just a
walk in the park.

Leko lost to the second
game when he again tried to
push hard to level scores.
Arjun got a fine position
with his better placed pieces
out of a Nimzo Indian
defense and did the needful

in style.

Harikrishna showed why
is a class act yet again.
Having won two matches
under standard time control,
the Indian was stretched in
to the tiebreaker first time in
the event and outplayed
Grandelius in the second
game played under 15
minutes rapid section.

Praggnanandhaa for once,
did not get the complexities
in his favour as Dubov is a
known expert in the faster
time control. After a draw in
the first game wherein
Dubov played it safe as
white, the onus was on
Pragg to showcase his prepa-
ration with white pieces.

However, as things turned
out the Indian fell short of
time when he needed itand
lost a pawn and a rook for a
minor piece to end his cam-
paign in the knockout event.

pions League

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Los Angeles

Arsenal’s defense of its Women'’s
Champions League title is not going
to plan after a second-half collapse
against Bayern Munich.

Arsenal wasted an early two-
goal lead as Bayern surged back to
win 3-2 at Allianz Arena, handing the
visitors their second loss in three
games in Europe’s elite club
competition.

“It’s not good enough,” Arsenal
coach Renée Slegers said. “We don’t
want to concede three goals in one
half in the Champions League.”

Arsenal fell to 11th in the 18-team
Champions League standings led by
Barcelona at the mid-point of the
new format. Barcelona and
Manchester United both won
Wednesday to join OL Lyonnes —
who won at Arsenal last month —
as the only teams with three
straight wins.

Barcelona cruised to a 3-0 at
home over OH Leuven. The title
winner in three of the the past five
seasons had 43 attempts on goal
compared to zero for the Belgian

debutant.

Man United won 2-1 against Paris
Saint-Germain, which has zero
points in 16th place. The top-four
teams in December enter the quar-
terfinals and teams placed fifth to
12th join the knockout playoffs
round.

Bayern’s bounce backBayern has
answered with back-to-back wins
after an opening-day 7-1 loss at
Barcelona.

“Unbelievable feeling, these three
points are so important for us,”
Bayern forward Pernille Harder
said. “After the first half we were a
little bit down and thinking, What’s
going on? Where are we at?””

Bayern captain Glodis
Viggosdottir scored in the 86th
minute from a cross that bounced
into the goalmouth to complete the
comeback.

Substitutes Alara in the 67th and
Pernille Harder in the 80th, with a
deft, looping left-footed shot, had
tied a game that was in Arsenal’s
control. All three goals were from
assists by Germany attacker
Klara Buhl.

“It feels good but it’s also a bit of
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arelief,” Bayern midfielder Georgia
Stanway said. “We were very unsat-
isfied with the first half and I think
second half was just a completely
different game, and a massive show
of character.”

Stanway suggested Bayern
players have had trouble adjusting
to playing in the club’s main
stadium and tend to get “a little bit
over-excited” in the first half.

United States defender Emily Fox
rose in the fifth minute to head in
Arsenal’s opening goal from a high-

ch in Women'’s Cham
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bouncing ball and Mariona
Caldentey struck an exquisite
second in the 23rd.

Caldentey, the Ballon d’Or runner-
up in September, was perfectly bal-
anced to find space on the edge of
the Bayern penalty area and curl a
rising right-footed shot.

Still, Arsenal lost again in Munich,
one year after Harder’s late hat trick
keyed a 5-2 rout that proved just a
footnote by the time the Gunners
beat Barcelona in the final in May.
Barcelona dominates: Barcelona

swept aside Leuven though took
until first-half stoppage time to
score first from a penalty kick by
Alexia Putellas.

An own goal by left back Kim
Everaerts made it 2-0 before center
back Irene Paredes’ deflected
header into the net after a corner.

“We have to be happy,” Paredes
said. “It’s true that maybe we
deserved more (goals).”

French touchMan United took
the lead against PSG when a France
forward, Melvine Malard, scored
past a former England goalkeeper,
Mary Earps, at Old Trafford.

PSG’s defender Olga Carmona —
whose goal past her now-teammate
Earps won the 2023 World Cup
final for Spain against England —
fired a stunning equaliser from 25
meters (yards) in first-half stop-
page time.

The decisive goal for United was
Fridolina Rolfé’s header in the 58th.

Juventus rose to seventh in the
standings, above Bayern, by winning
2-1 at Atletico Madrid. Benfica and
Twente drew 1-1 in Lisbon to both
stay in the bottom six elimination
places.

Track to open LA Olympics with women’s 100-m sprint

ASSOCIATED PRESS

years to prepare for.

hurdles.

LA consulted with World

M Los Angeles

It will be a busy opening day
of action at the Los Angeles
Olympics for the fastest
women in the world.

As part of a seismic sched-
ule change for the 2028
Games, track and field, and
not swimming, will lead off
the Olympics. In releasing
the detailed schedule
Wednesday, organisers
revealed that the first day at
the LA Coliseum, July 15, will
include all three rounds of the
women'’s 100 meters.

Sprinters normally run a
maximum of two races in a
day at a major event. It’s a
change the men will not have
to deal with, but that a
women'’s field that could
include the last two world
champions, Sha’Carri
Richardson and Melissa
Jefferson-Wooden, and
Olympic champ Julien Alfred
are being given nearly three

“To be the pre-eminent
event on the first night of
competition in the historic LA
Memorial Coliseum, I think
when we presented it to the
athletes that way, there was
excitement,” said Janet Evans,
the gold-medal swimmer
serving as chief athlete officer
for the Los Angeles Games. “A
majority of athletes said to
me, Just let me know. Let me
know early, and I'll start train-
ing to run three 100s in
one day.”

Swimming to take place at
SoFi: Swimming has tradi-
tionally kicked off the
Summer Games, but because
the opening ceremony is
taking place at SoFi Stadium,
same as the swim meet, orga-
nizers decided to make the
swap. It was not feasible to
set up the poolin the stadium
so quickly after the ceremo-
ny. Evans, who won four
Olympic gold medals in 1988
and 1992, said the prospect of

swimming in what is largely
considered LA’s best new
stadium in front of 38,000
fans is an opportunity her
sport embraced. Also, swim-
mers are often forced to miss
the opening because they
compete the very next day.

“I could probably name
on my two hands the swim-

mers | know who have actu-
ally been to opening cere-
monies,” Evans said.
Schedule not set up for
McLaughlin-Levrone double:
The schedule also makes it
virtually impossible for
Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone
to try to double in both the
400 meters and the 400

McLaughlin-Levrone is the
world-record holder and two-
time defending champion in
the hurdles. She took a year
off from that to run in the 400
sprint this year, where at the
world championships she
became the first runner since
1985 to run the lap in less than
48 seconds (47.78). (Second-
place finisher Marileidy
Paulino also broke 48.)

McLaughlin-Levrone’s
coach, Bobby Kersee, had
hinted at the possibility she
might go for the double. In
the past — most notably in
1996 when Michael Johnson
won the 200 and 400 — orga-
nizers have tailored the
Olympic schedule to allow
marquee track athletes to
try for extra medals.

Not this time, though. The
400 hurdles semifinals and
400-meter final are each
scheduled for July 20.

Chief of Sport and Games
Delivery Shana Ferguson said

Athletics in designing the
schedule.

“I can’t speak directly to
any particular athlete’s sched-
ule or how he or she is
approaching the Games but
we are arm and arm in the
development of a contest
schedule,” Ferguson said.

Baseball moved up two
days to fit into MLB All-Star
breakThe Olympic baseball
tournament at Dodger
Stadium was moved up two
days and will start on July 13
and run through July 19.

That lines up to fit into an
extended Major League
Baseball All-Star break that
would include the All-Star
Game on July 11, possibly at
San Francisco, and allow the
season to resume July 21.

MLB Commissioner Rob
Manfred has expressed opti-
mism major leaguers will be
available for the Olympics,
subject to negotiations with
the players’ association.




