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India needs 30,000 pilots:
Union Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu

Madanapalle kidney
transport racket mystery 3
deepens
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SHORT

KEY DETAILS OF ‘MONEY
LAUNDERING' COMES TO
LIGHT: SIT

Key details have emerged
in the remand report of
Anil Chokra in the AP
liquor scam. It appears
that he played a crucial
role in setting up shell
companies and
transferring liquor
kickbacks to syndicate
members. Information
indicated that Anil Chokra
carried out collections
under the supervision of
key accused Raj Kesireddy
and Muppidi Avinash
Reddy.lt is learned that he
collected Rs 18 crore from
a distilleries, Rs 20 crore
and Rs 39 crore from from
two other distilleries.

FULL REPORT ON P2

DIRECT FLIGHTTO
SINGAPORE FROM
VIJAYAWADA LAUNCHED

Another international flight
service has become
available to the people of
Andhra Pradesh. Direct
flight services between
Singapore and Vijayawada
have begun.Starting today,
an Indigo flight has
commenced operations
from Gannavaram Airport.
The service was inaugurated
in the presence of
Gannavaram Airport
Development Committee
chairman and MP
Vallabhaneni Balshowry,
along with Gannavaram
MLA Yarlagadda Venkat
Rao.This flight service will
be available...

FULL REPORT ON P3

QUOTE OF THE DAY

RAMU ANNA (RAMA RAO)
SHOULD LEAVE SOCIAL
MEDIA AND TWITTER
AND COME TO THE
GROUND. IT WOULD BE
GOOD FOR PEOPLE. ON
THE OTHER HAND,
HARISH ANNA SHOULD
STOP CHEATING. HE
SHOULD DECIDE
WHETHER HE IS KRISHNA
OR ARJUNA, WHAT IS HIS
ROLE, AND PLAY THE
GAME
STRAIGHTFORWARD

— KKAVITHA,
TELANGANA JAGRUTI PRESIDENT

——

74 vs 34: Rain, resolve and
the real test of leadership 5
in Bihar

Cll PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT

AP attracts Rs 13 lakh cr
investment pledges

PNS M Vishakapatnam

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Saturday said that
over Rs 13 lakh crore invest-
ment pledges were made
during the 30th ClI Partnership
Summit here, which are
expected to create over 16
lakh jobs.Addressing a press
conference to summarise the
results of the two-day summit,
the chief minister noted that
industrialists made it a big hit
by entering into 613 agree-
ments."We have signed
nearly 640 MoUs that commit
Rs 13.2 lakh crore investment.
Potential employment gener-
ation is around 16.3 lakh
jobs," said Naidu.Observing
that 12 sectors attracted these
investment pledges, Naidu
said the energy sector led the
way by attracting investment
pledges to the tune of over Rs
5.3 lakh crore, followed by
industries sector (Rs 2.8 lakh
crore) and infrastructure (Rs
2 lakh crore), among others.
Naidu said the govern-
ment will strive to realise
these investment pledges
100 percent.Andhra Pradesh
shifting gears from ease of
doing business to speed of
doing business and instilled
confidence in investors,
Naidu said and added that
the Singapore government
came forward to share its

best practices.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

TTD PARAKAMANI THEFT CASE

Police launch
investigation
into murder of
key witness

PNS B Anantapur

In a significant develop-
ment in the case of the
death of V Satish Kumar,
former AVSO of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) and Circle Inspector at
Guntakal Railway Police
(GRP). It may be recalled
that his body was found on
the railway tract near
Tadipatriin Anantapur dis-
trict on Friday. The post-
mortem report revealed
that Satish Kumar, who was
the key witness in the
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams Parakamani
theft case, was violently
murdered.The case has
been transferred to
Tadipatri police station by
the GRP. It is reported that
Satish Kumar called his wife
four times shortly after
boarding the train. When
she did not answer, he
reportedly sent a WhatsApp
message saying he was
feeling uncomfortable.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

OBTUSE ANGLE

' Chief Minis-ter N Chandrababu Naidu addressing delegates during the Cll Partnership Summit in Visakhapatnam on Saturday

‘Summit a super hit’

PNS M Vishakapatnam

The Visakhapatnam ClII
Partnership Summit is a
super hit that could rewrite
history. The coalition govern-
ment, in the 17 months since
coming to power, has attract-
ed investments exceeding
Rs 20 lakh crore.More
emphasis was given to
sharing knowledge during
the two-day CII summit.
International delegates and
domestic delegates partici-
pated in the summit. He
revealed that meetings were
held with representatives
from various countries,
including Europe, Mexico,
Japan, Taiwan, and Italy. He
mentioned that the highest
number of agreements, 112,
were in the tourism sector.

Around 500 students par-
ticipated, and he said they
would be nurtured to
become industrial leaders
by enhancing their creativi-
ty. He added that steps were
taken to attract investments
in the quantum sector, even
among people who initially
did not know what quantum
was.For the first time, the
grand programme was held
in Visakhapatnam. There has
never been a summit with
4,971 industrial entrepre-
neurs participating. There
were 640 international del-
egates and 1,130 domestic
delegates, besides 612 gov-
ernment representatives
took part.The Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu partici-
pated in 24 meetings.
Meetings were held with rep-

resentatives from eight coun-
tries, including Europe,
Mexico, Japan, Taiwan, and
Italy.A total of 613 MoUs were
signed with an investment of
Rs 13,25,716 crore, creating
employment for 16 lakh
people.The highest number of
MoUs—112—were in the
tourism sector.Out of the 30
times the CIl meetings have
been held so far, 7 times they
were conducted in Andhra
Pradesh. For the first time, the
summit in Visakhapatnam
was held.

“This time, we gave greater
importance to discussions.
We selected around 400 to
500 students.We will enhance
creativity among students
and shape them into entre-
preneurs with special aware-
ness,” said officials .

Al is redefining productivity,
reshaping 1ndustr1e5° Lokesh

PNS M Vishakapatnam

“Artificial Intelligence is no
longer a distant future tech-
nology—itis very much here
and already transforming
our lives,” said Information
Technology Minister N
Lokesh, addressing a special
session at the ClI Partnership
Summit titled “Al and the
Future of Jobs — Turning
Disruption into
Opportunity.” Speaking as
the chief guest, Lokesh
emphasised that every
industrial revolution has
created more jobs than it has
displaced, and Al is now
redefining productivity,
rewriting work processes,
and reshaping industries.
“The real question before us
is whether we lead Al or
follow it,” he asked.

He said the future can be
shaped boldly and inclusive-

Information Technology Minister N Lokesh speaking at a session “Al and the
Future of Jobs” during the ClI Partnership Summit in Visakhapatnam on Saturday

ly through a strong three-tier
framework: Reskill, Redefine,
and Reimagine.

“The era of learning once
and working forever is over.
Lifelong learning is not a
luxury, it is a necessity,” he
said. By prioritising reskilling
and upskilling, the State
aimed to build a robust
ecosystem for the jobs of
tomorrow. The Minister high-
lighted that Andhra Pradesh
has already launched its
Future Skills Project, focusing

on Al Ethics, Data
Storytelling, Robotic Process
Automation, and Sustainable
Technology. Global esti-
mates indicate that by 2025,
Al-led innovation and
human-machine collabora-
tion could generate 97
million new jobs worldwide.
“Our youth must not only
secure these opportunities
but play an active and
dynamic role in the emerg-
ing technologies,” he added.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Nagaland witnessing major
posmve change' Sitharaman

Jaishankar chairs
conference of Indian envoys

9 killed, 32 injured in ‘accidental
blast’ at police station in Srinagar

PNS B Srinagar/New Delhi

An "accidental" explosion
ripped through the Nowgam
police station in Srinagar,
killing nine people and injur-
ing 32 others, senior offi-
cials said while underlining
that it was not a terror
attack.

Director General of Jammu
and Kashmir Police Nalin
Prabhat and MHA Joint
Secretary (Kashmir) Prashant
Lokhande said the incident
occurred while officials were
handling samples of the
large cache of explosives
seized in connection with
the Jaish-e-Mohammed
‘white-collar’ terror module
case in Haryana's Faridabad.

Prabhat and Lokhande
read out almost identical
statements before the media
in Srinagar and New Delhi,
respectively, dismissing
speculation of a terror attack
and stressing that it was an
unfortunate accident.
Neither officers took any
questions from reporters.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed deep
anguish over the loss of lives
and has ordered a probe to
ascertain the exact cause of

the blast.The explo-
sion occurred around
11:20 pm on Friday
when a specialised
team was extracting
samples from a large
and "unstable" cache
of explosives confis-
cated in connection with an
ongoing 'white-collar' terror
module investigation.

A bulk of the explosives
was stored securely in an
open area at the Nowgam
police station.

The nine who died
include Naib Tehsildar
Muzaffar Ahmed Khan and
Suhail Ahmad Rather
(Revenue Department),
Inspector Israr Ahmad Shah
of State Investigation
Agency, selection grade con-

YSRCP office in
Hindupur ransacked

@ Former chief minister
and YSRCP chief YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy
accused the TDP
supporters of
vandalising the party
office and called it a
threat to democracy

PNS B Hindupur

Tension built up at Hindupur
in Sri Sathya Sai district on
Saturday following a violent
clash between supporters of
the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and the YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP). The conflict
was sparked by alleged
provocative comments by a
local YSRCP leader aimed at
Hindupur MLA and actor
Nandamuri Balakrishna.
During a heated speech
on the night on Friday, Venu
Gopal Reddy, husband of
YSRCP Hindupur in-charge
TN Deepika Venu Reddy,
reportedly made some
caustic remarks.TDP sup-
porters and Balakrishna’s
admirers descended upon
the YSRCP office on Saturday
causing extensive damage
to property, including the

destruction of a bust of late
chief minister YS Rajasekhar
Reddy.In response, YSRCP
activists swiftly arrived at the
YSRCP office and organised
a protest march to the Urban
Police Station, calling for
legal action against those
responsible for the attack,
which they labelled a “pre-
meditated assault.” To
prevent further violence,
additional police forces from
the surrounding sub-divi-
sions of Hindupur,
Penukonda, Puttaparthi, and
Dharmavaram were
deployed at key locations
throughout the area.The sit-
uation grew tense as local
traders shuttered their busi-
nesses.

A senior police officer con-
firmed that CCTV footage
from the vandalised office
and nearby intersections
would be scrutinized.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

stable Aijaz Afzal Mir, con-
stable Mohammad Amin Mir
and constable Showkat
Ahmad Bhat from Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL),
selection grade constable
Javaid Mansoor Rather and
constable Arshid Ahmad
Shah from (crime branch
photographers).Mohammad
Shafi Parray, a tailor by pro-
fession and attached to the
sampling team, also died in
the blast.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

AP govt, WEF to
set up Centre for
Cyber Resilience

PNS M Vishakapatnam

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment and the World
Economic Forum on
Saturday signed an agree-
ment to establish a
Centre for Energy and
Cyber Resilience on the
final day of the 30th CII
Partnership Summit here.
The deal concluded in
the presence of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, aims to protect
electricity infrastructure.
“World Economic
Forum entered into an
agreement with the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to set up the Centre
for Energy and Cyber
Resilience in the pres-
ence of CM
Chandrababu,” said an
official press release.
Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Naidu underscored
that the entire world is
contemplating utilising
green energy.“We set a
target to generate 160
GW of green energy in
Andhra Pradesh.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

DELHI BLAST: 2 doctors among three detained

B FIRs registered against Al-Falah University

PNS B New Delhi

Delhi Police has detained
three people, including two
doctors from Haryana's Al
Falah University, in connec-
tion with the blast near the
Red Fort, even as two sepa-
rate FIRs were registered
against the institution over
alleged irregularities flagged
by the UGC and NAAC, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The detentions and fresh
criminal cases come amid an
escalating multi-agency
probe into the Red Fort blast
that claimed 13 lives and the

activities of individuals linked
to the university.

The Crime Branch has
lodged two FIRs under
charges of cheating and
forgery following regulatory
violations reported by the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) and the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The action was taken after
both statutory bodies high-
lighted "major irregularities"
in the university's function-
ing.A police team also visited
the Okhla office of the univer-
sity on Saturday to seek

details related to those under
scanner.

The police also detained
two doctors --” Mohammad
and Mustakim --” from Al-
Falah University, who were
known to Dr Umar Nabi, the
driver of the Hyundai i20 car
that exploded near the Red
Fort on Monday.

The detentions were made
during coordinated raids in
Dhauj, Nuh and adjoining
areas late Friday by the
Special Cell and the NIA, offi-
cials said.

Sources said Mohammad
and Mustakim were alleged-

ly in touch with Dr Muzammil
Ganaie, who has been arrest-
ed in connection with the
probe into an alleged "white
collar terror module". Both
were also close associates of
Umar.Initial questioning
revealed that one of the
doctors was in Delhi on the
day of the blast to appear for
an interview at AIIMS, they
said.Their statements are
being verified to establish the
extent of their association
with Ganaie and their possi-
ble role in the wider conspir-
acy, officials added.
Another man, identified

as Dinesh alias Dabbu, has
also been detained for selling
fertilisers without a licence.

It has emerged that the
members of the terror
module had pooled around
Rs 26 lakh to buy explosive
substances and spent Rs 3
lakh out of it to purchase NPK
fertiliser, which is common-
ly used to make bombs.

Itis being probed whether
Dinesh sold the fertiliser to
the suspects and if his activ-
ities extended beyond the
illegal trade, officials said.

Police teams have also
questioned a tea seller in

Wazirpur Industrial Area,
where Umar halted for 10-“15
minutes before the explo-
sion. The seller told reporters
he remembered a masked
man sitting briefly at the
stall."The police asked if he
had tea or stayed for long.
We don't notice every cus-
tomer. They showed CCTV
footage," he said after being
released.

Investigators have also
sought visitor records from a
mosque near Ramlila Maidan
on Asaf Ali Road, where Umar
was seen in CCTV footage
hours before the blast.
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India needs 30,000 pilots: Union
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

PNS M Visakhapatnam

India will need an addition-
al 30,000 pilots once the
pending orders for 1,700 air-
craft from the Indian carriers
are delivered, Union Civil
Aviation Minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu said on
Saturday.Addressing a
session on the sidelines of CII
Partnership Summit here,
Naidu said on the lines of
FedEx, a global logistics
company that has a dedicat-
ed airport in the USA, the
central government is also
mulling the creation of cargo
airports in the country.
Naidu also highlighted that
currently India has about
8,000 pilots for a fleet of 834
aircraft, out of which 2,000 to
3,000 are not actively flying.
The Indian carriers have
already placed orders for
1,700 aircraft with makers
such as Boeing and AirBus.

Union Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu at the CII Partnership
Summit in Visakhapatnam on Saturday

Torun a plane, one aircraft
in a proper schedule, you
will need at least 10 to 15 pilots
per aircraft, so that they can
do the routes according to
their schedule.So, 1700 planes,
10 to 15 pilots, the require-
ment would be around
25,000 to 30,000. That
(demand) is going to be gen-
erated. Now, as these planes
come in, imagine 30,000
pilots thatis the demand that
is there,” he said.In order to
meet the demand there

LIQUOR SCAM

should be more Flying
Training Organisations (FTO)
as the existing ones produce
only a limited number.The
minister underscored that
one job in the Indian aviation
sector creates 15 indirect jobs
as against IATA's figure of 6.

“It is very, very important
for us to train our individuals
and to have the skilling and
training and ecosystem also
perfectly done in the
country,” he said.Naidu
further said the aviation

Key details of ¢ money laundering’ comes to llght SIT

PNS M Vijayawada

Key details have emerged in
the remand report of Anil
Chokra in the AP liquor
scam. It appears that he
played a crucial role in
setting up shell companies
and transferring liquor kick-
backs to syndicate
members. Information indi-
cated that Anil Chokra
carried out collections
under the supervision of
key accused Raj Kesireddy
and Muppidi Avinash Reddy.

It is learned that he col-
lected Rs 18 crore from a dis-
tilleries, Rs 20 crore and Rs
39 crore from from two
other distilleries. The total
amount of Rs 77 crore col-
lected from these three
companies was transferred
to four shell companies,
which Anil Chokra is said to
have admitted. From there,
the money was again
routed to another 32 shell
companies.To identify
illegal transactions within
these shell companies,
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) officials conducted

AP attracts...

Besides inking deals, Naidu
said the summit also gave
importance to brainstorming
and deliberations to share
knowledge.

Alleging that the erstwhile
YSRCP government had
forced companies to go
defunct, Naidu said that his
government is offering them
escrow account facilities with
'sovereign guarantee' to
create confidence.

The CM set the target of
attracting USD 500 billion
worth investments in five
years and USD 1 trillion worth
investments in 10 years.

He said the state has
opened up all the sectors for
investment keeping in mind
that some jobs may be lostin
the IT sector.

Naidu said the state is
focusing on high end technol-
ogy, deep technology,
quantum computing,
Artificial Intelligence and
others going forward.

Meanwhile, IT Minister
Nara Lokesh said the govern-
ment will touch base with
past investment pledges as
well, irrespective of whether
they were forged under the
NDA alliance government or
another government.

The chief minister high-
lighted that investments are
a continuous process and
added that the government
is fixing the date of inaugura-
tion after entering into a
Memorandum of
Understanding.

He said meticulous plan-
ning and follow-up is being
done by the government and
noted that investors are arriv-
ing in the state as interfer-
ence is less.

Further, Naidu asserted
that Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant will not be privatised
and reminded that Rs 12,000

multiple investigations in
Mumbai. The investigation
continued from March 10 to
November 10 this year. In
the process, they identified
25 shell companies along
with their addresses.

The SIT also gathered evi-
dence showing that Anil
Chokra pushed the cash
from the liquor case into the
bullion market. They seized
shell companies’ docu-
ments, invoices issued to
Leela Distilleries, and e-way
bills. The investigation
revealed that fake invoices
worth Rs 221 crore had been
issued according to offi-

crore funds were infused
into it.Highlighting that he
had forgone the plant's water
bills and other charges, Naidu
said Rs 2,000 crore worth
power bills were converted
into equity and promised to
take quarterly reviews on its
performance.

9 killed, 32 injured...

Thirty-two people, includ-
ing 27 police personnel, two
revenue officials, and three
civilians from the nearby
area, were injured, and all of
them were immediately
taken to hospitals.

The massive explosion
severely damaged the police
station building, and small
successive explosions initial-
ly hampered rescue opera-
tions. leaders in Jammu and
Kashmir condoled the
deaths, with L-G Sinha paying
floral tributes to the deceased
at the Police Control Room,
alongside officials that includ-
ed Corps Commander Lt Gen
Prashant Srivastava, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo and
DGP Prabhat.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, former CM
Mehbooba Mufti, People's
Conference president Sajad
Lone, and Democratic
Progressive Azad Party chief
Ghulam Nabi Azad also
extended their sympathies to
the bereaved families.

Omar Abdullah, in a post
on the official X handle of the
chief minister, expressed
deep sorrow and grief over
the tragic accidental explo-
sion at Nowgam police
station.

He said that his govern-
ment will compensate for
the damage caused to nearby
structures by the accidental
blast at Nowgam police
station and stressed the gov-
ernment stands firmly with

cials.Of the total 36 shell
companies, 20 were inac-
tive, and GST officials can-
celled them.

SIT officials found that
Anil Chokra identified
people with financial needs
and opened shell compa-
nies in their names, operat-
ing them himself.

After questioning Anil
Chokra from various angles,
SIT officials produced him
before the court. The court
remanded him in judicial
custody until November 21
and ordered that he be
shifted to the Vijayawada
District Jail.

the victims' families and will
provide every possible
support to them.

Congress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge, however,
said the Srinagar blast is a
wake-up call for the Central
government to strengthen
intelligence and anti-terror
mechanisms, and it cannot
run from accountability.

He demanded an urgent
all-party meeting to discuss
the "growing threat" of terror-
ism that continues to receive
support from external forces.

Rahul Gandhi also
expressed concern and paid
tributes to the deceased,
while hoping for the early
recovery of the injured.

However, both the Jammu
and Kashmir police chief and
Lokhande made it clear that
the blast occurred while FSL
teams were carrying out the
prescribed procedure of
taking samples from the
seized explosives for forensic
and chemical examination.

"Due to the unstable and
sensitive nature of the recov-
ery, the sampling process, the
handling was being done
with utmost caution,” DGP
Prabhat said. "However,
unfortunately, during this
course, last night around
11.20 pm, an accidental explo-
sion took place."

The sampling process, nec-
essary due to the "volumi-
nous" nature of the recovery,
had been ongoing for two
days, he added. The materi-
als being sampled were
approximately 360 kg of
explosive substances, chem-
icals, and reagents, including
ammonium nitrate, potassi-
um nitrate, and sulphur.

A top official said the huge
cache of explosives was
brought from Haryana's
Faridabad in small bags on a
pickup truck.

About the reason behind

cargo sector has been facing
tough competition from rail
and road transport, which are
cheaper, even as airport oper-
ators focus more on improv-
ing passenger facilities,
causing cargo to take a back
seat.According to the minis-
ter, currently Indian manufac-
turers make aerospace com-
ponents worth USD 2 billion
and the target is to reach USD
4 billion by 2030 which is very
much on the track.

The Centre has along term
goal of having a full aircraft
designed and manufactured
in the country itself.

“It has been there foralong
time but no considerable
filling up of the gaps. But now
we see that India has come to
the stage where we can man-
ufacture, we can design, we
can maintain our own aircraft
today. So thatis one area we
are actively working on,
Naidu opined.

TTD Board to
hold emergency

meeting on
Nov 18

PNS M Tirumala

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
has announced that an
emergency meeting of
its Board will be held
on Tuesday at 11 am.
The session is sched-
uled to take place at
Annamayya Bhavan in
Tirumala.

Officials have
informed that all Board
members have been
requested to make
themselves available
for the meeting as per
the scheduled date
and time. The intima-
tion was issued “in the
service of Lord
Venkateswara,” under-
scoring the urgency
and significance of the
agenda to be taken up
by the Board.

CM inaugurates
five units in Sri Clty

PNS M Visakhapatnam

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Saturday virtually
inaugurated five industrial
units in Sri City, and wit-
nessed the signing of agree-
ments for 12 more projects
worth over Rs 2,300 crore at
the 30th CII Partnership
Summit here.

The upcoming projects
spanning the sectors of engi-
neering, food processing and
pharmaceuticals are expect-
ed to generate 12,365 jobs.

“Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu virtu-
ally inaugurated five units in
Sri City and agreements were
signed for 12 more projects
with an investment of Rs
2,320 crore,” said an official
press release.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, the Chief Minister said Sri
City is the best industrial

‘Cong won JH as BRS did not
work as per people S expectations’

PNS M Hyderabad

Taking potshots at BRS
over its defeat in the
Jubilee Hills by-election,
Telangana Jagruti
President K Kavitha on
Saturday said her brother
K T Rama Rao should
leave social media and
work on the ground.
Speaking to reporters
in Medak, she said her
cousin and BRSMLA T
Harish Rao should stop
his "cheating" and work
sincerely for party's
cause.The ruling
Congress won the bypoll
with a significant lead
despite people's dissatis-
faction with the govern-
ment as the BRS did not
work as per people's aspi-
rations, Kavitha, daughter
of BRS president K
Chandrasekhar Rao,
claimed."Ramu Anna
(Rama Rao) should leave
social media and twitter
and come to the ground.

It would be good for
people. On the other
hand, Harish Anna
should stop cheating. He
should decide whether
he is Krishna or Arjuna,
what is his role, and play
the game straightfor-
ward," she said.

Asked about Chief
Minister A Revanth
Reddy's comments that
BRS president K
Chandrasekhar Rao is not
in active politics and also
has health issues, Kavitha
said KCR is in good
health."CM hopes that he
would benefit politically
if KCR is not active and
health is not good," she

FROM PAGE - 1

transporting the explosives to
Kashmir, the official said the
original case was registered
at the Nowgam police
station, and the explosives
were the case property of
that police station.

Hence, there was a need to
transport the explosives, the
official added.

This cache was recovered
by the Jammu and Kashmir
Police from the rented resi-
dence of the arrested
accused Dr Muzzamil Ganaie
in Faridabad on November 9
and 10.

Asked about the possible
targets of the 'white-collar'
terror module which
hoarded the explosives, the
official said the investigators
were still grappling for clues.
"All the information about the
possible targets was... purely
speculative."

Investigations had begun
after posters threatening
police and security forces
appeared on walls in
Bunpora in Nowgam, in mid-
October.

CCTV footage analysis led
to the arrest of the first three
suspects -- Arif Nisar Dar alias
Sahil, Yasir-ul-Ashraf, and
Magsood Ahmad Dar alias
Shahid. Their interrogation
led to the arrest of Maulvi
Irfan Ahmad, a former para-
medic turned Imam, who
allegedly supplied the
posters and radicalised the
doctors.

The trail led the investiga-
tors to Al Falah University in
Faridabad, where Dr Ganaie
and Dr Shaheen Sayeed were
arrested, and the huge cache
of chemicals was seized.

AP govt, WEF to...

Our government aims to
generate power at the least
cost and supply it,” he said.

He said efforts are also

underway to lower trans-
mission losses, and noted
that Andhra Pradesh quickly
took up the solar rooftop
power generation project
under PM Surya Ghar scheme.

He said the state is creat-
ing policies to generate
power wherever possible,
and also quality power at the
least cost.Using futuristic
technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), the CM said
power transmission losses
and supply cost should be
slashed.

At the Partnership
Summit’s valedictory session,
Naidu said Andhra Pradesh
attracted investment com-
mitments worth Rs 13 lakh
crore during the two-day
event, which is expected to
create around 30 lakh jobs.

Noting that the southern
state offering an ‘escrow
account with sovereign guar-
antee’ was the high point of
the summit, Naidu said next
year’s partnership summit
will also be held in Vizag.

Naidu emphasised the
India’s demographic advan-
tage and noted that it will last
another 25 years. He also
stressed on the importance
of population management.

He praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership,
asserting that India has stable
and progressive governance,
and said the country, current-
ly the fourth-largest
economy, is projected to
become the third largest next
year and the world’s largest
by 2047.

According to the CM, 30
foreign ministers and 3,000
delegates, including 650 from
overseas, participated in the
summit.

He said 60 countries partic-
ipated in the event, which
hosted more than 67 ses-
sions and 700 B2B meetings,
among others.

> -

rr* 4

township in the country,
where Daikin, Isuzu, Cadbury
and other companies make
and supply their products to
the world.

“Industries from various
countries should come to Sri
City. We have approved
investments worth Rs 8.8
lakh crore for healthcare,
engineering, electronics,
automobile and medical
device companies from

Belgium, Japan,
Germany, Australia and
others,” said Naidu.

Very soon, he said 6,000
acres will be made avail-
able to Sri City and firms
from more than 50 countries
will operate from there.

Promising to build an air
strip near Sri City, the CM said
itwill emerge as a model for
development with 1.5 lakh
people working from there
soon.

Located in Tirupati dis-
trict, Sri City houses a multi-
product Special Economic
Zone (SEZ), Domestic Tariff
Zone (DTZ), Free Trade &
Warehousing Zone (FTWZ)
and an electronics manufac-
turing cluster.

Further, Naidu exhorted
that the southern state is
arranging escrow accounts
for ‘the first time in the
country’ as part of industri-
al incentives.

BURGLARY GANG NABBED

Gold, silver worth
Rs 42.60L recovered

said.Kavitha, who has
been touring various dis-
tricts, spoke elaborately
about the problems in
Medak district.Taking to
X, after the by-election
results were announced,
she said, "Karma hits
back."Kavitha was sus-
pended from the BRS in
September after she
accused her cousins and
party leaders T Harish
Rao and | Santosh Kumar
of "tarnishing" her father
Chandrasekhar Rao’s
image over the
Kaleshwaram project.
Since her suspension,
she has been focusing on
public issues under the
banner of 'Telangana
Jagruti, a cultural organi-
sation she heads.
Congress candidate V
Naveen Yadav won the
Jubilee Hills by-election
on Friday, defeating his
nearest BRS rival
Maganti Sunitha by
more than 24,000 votes.

PNS B Kakinada

The Kakinada subdivision police
have arrested a burglary gang
involved in a series of thefts in
and around Kakinada city and
recovered gold and silver orna-
ments worth Rs 42.60 lakh
from their possession.Speaking
to the media at the district
police office on Saturday,
Superintendent of Police G
Bindu Madhav said that five
persons — three accused and
two receivers — were taken into
custody. The seized property
includes 331 grams of gold
jewelry valued at Rs 41lakh and
1 kg of silver articles valued at
Rs 1.60 lakh.The arrested have
been identified as Sunkara Teja,
Sunkara Achyutha Varaprasad,
Bandi Harika, Karri Nani, and
Modi Kartik. The recovered
property pertains to seven bur-
glary cases registered at
Kakinada One Town, Three
Town, Port, Indrapalem, and
Karapa police stations.The SP
stated that Sunkara Teja was
the kingpin of the gang. His
modus operandi involved iden-

YSRCP office...

YSRCP president YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy took to social
media platform X to
denounce the attack on the
party office, asserting that the
TDP and Balakrishna’s sup-
porters were to blame. He
described the violence as a
grave threat to democracy
and accused N Chandrababu
Naidu's leadership of encour-
aging a culture of mob vio-
lence. Additionally, he criti-
cised the police for their
inaction and accused TDP
leaders of intimidating their
political rivals.

Al is redefining...

Lokesh stressed that Al
must serve as a bridge to the
future, not a barrier. The Al
revolution, he said, must not
widen gaps between urban
and rural communities, men
and women, or skilled and
underserved populations.
With nearly 65 per cent of
India’s population under the
age of 35, the country has a
unique demographic advan-
tage. Digital literacy, vocation-
al training, and entrepreneur-
ial support can convert this
into a powerful asset. “This is
the time to think big, work
smart, and remain deeply
committed. The future is in
our hands—leaders, policy-
makers, educators, and citi-
zens must guide it in the
right direction,” Lokesh said.
“Let us not fear new technolo-
gies; let us make them more
accessible and more mean-
ingful.”During the session,
Minister Lokesh released the
report “Is India Ready for
Authentic AI?”

Police launch...

Police collected crucial evi-
dence in the Satish Kumar

murder case. Satish Kumar
arrived at the railway station
at 12:50 am. He parked his
bike at the Guntakal Railway
Station parking area. CCTV
cameras at the station
recorded his movements.
Police identified his bike at
the station parking and con-
firmed that he boarded the
Rayalaseema Express at
Guntakal Railway Station.

Satish Kumar’s body was
found on Friday near the
railway tracks close to Komali
under Tadipatri mandal in
Anantapur district. As a key
witness in the Parakamani
case, his family suspected
foul play in his death, while
he was travelling by train
from Guntakal to Tirupati.

In 2023, while serving as
AVSO in TTD, Satish Kumar
exposed the alleged activities
of employee Ravikumar in
the Parakamani case and
became a key witness. In
July of this year, he was trans-
ferred as Circle Inspector to
Guntakal GRP. His native
place is Pattikonda in Kurnool
district.

Oon November 6, Satish
Kumar appeared before the
CID in Tirupati for investiga-
tion in the Parakamani theft
case. On Friday morning
around 6 am, a man with
severe injuries to the face and
body was found dead near
the railway tracks close to
Komali village. Railway track
personnel Shamsheer
informed the railway police
about the discovery.

2 doctors among...

A detailed log has been
prepared of every vehicle
that entered the Sunehri
Masjid parking zone during
the three hours when the car
remained there before the
explosion, police sources
said. The listincludes vehicle

tifying locked houses and using
bunches of keys left outside in
windows or shoe racks to gain
entry. In some instances, he
broke open back doors to
commit thefts. He reportedly
sold the stolen items through
his cousins, Achyutha
Varaprasad and Harika.SP Bindu
Madhav advised the public not
to lock houses from the outside,
orleave spare keys in windows
or shoe stands. He urged resi-
dents to install inner locking
systems, consider placing valu-
ables in bank lockers, and, if
possible, install CCTV cameras.
He also encouraged citizens to
make use of the LHMS free
police service when leaving
town.The SP appreciated the
efforts of Sub-Divisional Police
Officer Devaraj Manish Patil,
CCS Inspector V. Krishna, Port
Inspector Sunil Kumar,
Kakinada Rural Inspector
Chaithanya Krishna, Crime SI
Vinay Prathap, Indrapalem SI
Veerababu, and Port SI
Narendra for their role in appre-
hending the gang and recover-
ing the stolen property.

numbers, timings and own-
ership details.

A Delhi Police team and a
bomb detection squad are
stationed at the parking area
and are checking all vehicles
that have remained there
since the blast.

Cars present at the time of
the explosion are being
examined first. Once cleared,
they are being returned to
the owners after verification.

Investigators are showing
Umar's photograph to drivers
and vehicle owners to verify
whether he met or interact-
ed with anyone while the car
was parked.

Earlier, an FIR under crim-
inal conspiracy sections had
been registered by the Delhi
Police Special Cell to investi-
gate the larger plot behind
the explosion.

The initial UAPA case has
since been transferred to the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), officials said.

Investigators have also
obtained CCTV footage from
inside the Red Fort Metro
station that captures the
moments immediately
before and after the explo-
sion at the traffic signal
outside.

The visuals show routine
commuter activity when,
abruptly, the station shakes
violently at the exact
moment the blast occurred.
Objects rattle and passengers
are visibly jolted as the
tremor passes through the
concourse.

Some commuters are seen
instinctively rushing further
inside the station, seeking
safety as the magnitude of
the blast becomes apparent.

One more CCTV has
emerged from Faridabad,
where Umar is seen taking
out his phone from a small
bag and asking someone to
put his phone on charge.
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Madanapalle kidney transport
racket mystery deepens

Investigators are facing severe criticism from several quarter of civil society

RAVI KUMAR BOPPANA
PNS H Madanapalle

A kidney trafficking operation, report-
edly entwined with connections across
Andhra Pradesh and adjoining states,
has sparked widespread shock and
outrage. Investigators have pinpointed
Madanapalle Global Hospital as central
hub of the scheme. As the case unfold-
ed, it has sent ripples through the
state, pressing questions linger: Who
are the individuals who lost their
kidneys? Who received those organs?
Why are officials withholding the com-
plete list of those who received the
kidneys? The reticence of senior officials
has only intensified the growing suspi-
cion around what seems to be a deeply
rooted and highly protected network
involved in this illegal organ trade.
Police confirmed that the kidney
racket targeted Yamuna (29) of
Boddapalyam near Anandapuram in
Visakhapatnam, lured by local contacts
Suribabu, Pelli Padma and Kakarl a
Sathya under the guise of a friendly trip.
Investigators say the plan was careful-
ly crafted. Yamuna was taken on a so-
called “picnic” to Madanapalle on
November 6, treated affectionately to
win her trust, and then secretly admit-
ted her to the hospital at midnight. It
is believed that her kidney was removed
during a late-night operation, after
which she died due to excessive bleed-
ing. What happened to her body
remains a disturbing mystery.
Contrary to the claims made by the
accused, police confirmed that Yamuna
was not a donor but a victim who was
deceived, trapped and exploited. The
racket came to light only after Suribabu
questioned key accused Pelli Padma

Direct flight to
Singapore from
Vijayawada
launched

and Kakarl a Sathya, exposing the web
of deception.

Police say CCTV footage from inside
and around Global Hospital would
play a decisive role in the investigation.
Yet serious concerns remain: How did
a complex organ transplant occur at
midnight? How did a specialised surgi-
cal team assemble so quickly unless the
operation had been pre-planned?
According to initial findings, the kidney
was removed around 2 am, transport-
ed swiftly via Bengaluru and taken to
Goa—an operation executed within
hours.Experts argue that this level of
precision suggests a larger, organised
medical team had been flown in well
in advance. Even more perplexing is the
question haunting thousands: Where
was Yamuna’s body kept for two days
after her death? Meanwhile, police
and district Health officials have main-
tained unusual secrecy, raising doubts
about whether key details are being
deliberately withheld.

The probe has come under serious
criticism after it emerged that the
District DCHS and senior medical offi-
cials—who have long-standing profes-
sional ties with main accused Dr
Anjaneyulu—were themselves assigned
to conduct the internal inquiry. Critics
likened this to “letting the thieves
investigate their own crime,” arguing

that the inquiry cannot be transparent
when those involved have close rela-
tionships with the accused. Political
parties, including the CPI, demanded
that these officials be added as accused

. rather than investigators.

Even as police bring some suspects
to Madanapalle for questioning, civil
society leaders claim that key evi-
dence has already been destroyed,
and that only small-time operatives are
being arrested while the masterminds
remain untouched. No case has been
registered against the larger medical
team allegedly involved, apart from Dr.
Anjaneyulu, prompting further allega-
tions that the investigation is being
influenced or diluted. Critics argue
that unless independent teams—uncon-
nected to local networks—conduct the
probe, the case may never reach the
core of the trafficking network.

Activists and public organisations
asserted on Friday that the authorities
have failed to identify the real roots of
the kidney racket, even though it clearly
spans Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada,
Tirupati, Madanapalle, Bengaluru and
Goa. This geographical spread sug-
gests the involvement of high-level
operatives with experience in illegal
human organ trafficking across states.
Many believe that relying solely on local
police will never unravel the full
network, which may include powerful
individuals, private medical operators
and interstate trafficking agents.

The scandal continues to unfold,
with growing public anger and calls for
a CBI or multi-state special investigation
team to deliver justice for Yamuna and
expose the criminal machinery behind
one of the most disturbing organ traf-
ficking cases in recent years.

Man cheated of Rs 6 cr

by cybercriminals

transferred Rs 6 crore to

PNS W Vijayawada

Another international flight
service has become avail-
able to the people of Andhra
Pradesh. Direct flight services
between Singapore and
Vijayawada have begun.

Starting today, an Indigo
flight has commenced oper-
ations from Gannavaram
Airport. The service was inau-
gurated in the presence of
Gannavaram Airport
Development Committee
chairman and MP
Vallabhaneni Balshowry,
along with Gannavaram MLA
Yarlagadda Venkat Rao.

This flight service will be
available three days a week
(Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday). With the launch of
the service on Saturday, pas-
sengers displayed placards
thanking AP Chief Minister N
Chandrababu and Minister
Lokesh.This flight departs
from Singapore and reaches
Vijayawada Airport at 7:45
am. For the return journey, it
departs at 10:05 am and
arrives at Singapore Changi
Airport at 2:05 pm.

The total journey time is
only four hours. Indigo has
decided to operate Boeing
aircraft with seating capaci-
ties ranging from 180 to 230.

They plan to run the service
three days a week initially
and make it a daily service if
the demand increases. The
Indigo previously operated
flights between Vijayawada
and Singapore from
December 2018 to June 2019.
During that time, occupancy
rates reportedly ranged
between 80 per cent and 90
per cent. They expect
demand to be high this time
as well.Online booking
portals for this flight service
had opened several days ago.
As an introductory offer,
tickets were priced at Rs
8,000, leading to a surge in
bookings. Since November,
December, and January are
festive months, heavy passen-
ger traffic is expected.

Until Friday, people from
Andhra Pradesh had to travel
to Hyderabad, Chennai, or
Bengaluru to fly to Singapore.
This not only took more time
but also cost more money.
Now, with direct flights from
Vijayawada to Singapore,
these hassles are eliminated.
Authorities also state that in
the coming days, flight ser-
vices to a few more interna-
tional cities may be intro-
duced.

PNS M Visakhapatnam

Another cyber fraud case
has come to light in
Visakhapatnam. A 55-year-
old man from Madhurawada
was cheated of nearly Rs 6
crore in the name of online
stock trading. Awoman who
contacted him through
social media platforms like
Facebook and Instagram
convinced him by speaking
about investments and
profits. She made him trans-
fer money to various bank
accounts. Realising later that
he had been cheated, the
victim lodged a complaint
with the Cyber Crime Police,
who have begun an investi-
gation.

The victim is a 55-year-old
man from Madhurawada in
Visakhapatnam. He was in
the habit of using social
media regularly. During this
time, he became acquainted
with awoman on Instagram
and Facebook. They started
regular chatting. As they
continued chatting, he

began trusting her more.
Once she felt he trusted her
enough, she started execut-
ing her plan. She promised
high profits and introduced
him to a few fraudulent
apps, making him show
interest in them.

After that, the actual fraud
began. Some people con-
tacted him online, telling
him these were the compa-
nies he needed to invest in
and shared certain bank
account numbers, claiming
they belonged to those com-
panies. They convinced him
to transfer the investment
amount to these accounts.
Believing them, he sent Rs
50,000 once and Rs 5 lakh
another time.

A few days later, another
man entered the scene,
claiming to be the woman’s
uncle. He spoke to the
Madhurawada man about
trading companies and
encouraged him to investin
them. Without realising he
was being cheated, the
Visakhapatnam resident

JNTUK holds awareness session
on community hygiene

PNS W Kakinada

As a part of Swachha
Andhra initiative, the
JNTUK organised an aware-
ness programme on
‘Personal community
hygiene “ at its campus
engineering college here
on Saturday.Dr DVV
Satyanarayana who par-
ticipated as the chief guest
explained to the students
the importance of both
personal hygiene and also
of community hygiene. He
said hygiene was the foun-
dation for health as such
everyone should start
observing the hygiene
from their house and also
surroundings.Dr G
Syamkumar Director sports
JNTUK and NSS

i

Coordinator’ said that pro-
grammes like Swachha
Andhra would inculcate
social responsibility
among the students
.Hygiene is a habit, a
culture and every student
should make it a part of
their life, he added. INTUK
NSS programme officers K
Ramanaji, MVSV Kiranmai
and Dr P Viralakshmi and
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff attended in large
numbers.

various bank accounts over
a span of two months.

Naturally, after investing,
he expected some profit.
When he asked the woman
about the profits, yet another
drama began. She claimed
that to withdraw the profits
he needed to pay Rs 20 lakh
along with processing fees,
totaling Rs 1 crore. The man
refused to pay such a huge
amount and insisted on
getting his money back.

In response, the woman
and the other man began
threatening him. They even
tried to intimidate him by
sending fake legal notices.

Realising he had been
cheated, the man filed a
complaint with the
Visakhapatnam Cyber Crime
Police. Based on his com-
plaint, a case has been reg-
istered and an investigation
is underway. The police have
advised the people to
remain alert about scams
carried out in the name of
online trading.

KIDNEY RACKET
Police arrest six,
including doctor
Anjaneyulu
e Eight more accused

are still at large

PNS B Madanapalle

Police in Annamayya district
on Saturday arrested six
accused in the Madanapalle
kidney transplant racket case.
Madanapalle Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Mahendra briefed the media
on the details of the case. He
stated that another eight
accused are still at large, and
four special teams have been
formed to trace them.
Searches are being conduct-
ed in Goa, Karnataka, and
Telangana for the absconding
suspects.On November 9, at
Global Multispecialty Hospital
in Madanapalle, a doctor
from Bengaluru and his team
illegally performed kidney
transplant surgeries on two
women from
Visakhapatnam.Among
them, a woman named
Yamuna died the day after
her surgery. Based on a com-
plaint filed by Yamuna’s
mother, Suramma, the police
registered a case and began
an investigation. The police
identified and arrested Dr
Kampa Anjaneyulu,
Balarangadu, Mehraij, Pilli
Padma, Satya, and Suryababu
as the accused.Officials said
they have collected details
regarding the roles of the
accused in the kidney racket,
the money involved, and
their participation in the
surgeries, thus speeding up
the investigation. The police
also seized six mobile phones
from the accused.

Visakhapatnam International Airport
records increase in charter flight operations

PNS M Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam Interna
tional Airport was bustling
with activity on Friday. The
airport saw heavy traffic as
several chief executive offi-
cers (CEOs) and represen-
tatives from both domes-
tic and international com-
panies arrived for the ClI
Partnership Summit.
Normally, the airport
handles 60 flights a day,
but on Thursday and
Friday, an additional 20
private chartered flights
landed at the airport.
Some industrialists attend-
ing the CIlI summit trav-
elled by chartered planes.
Out of these, 18 flights
returned, while two were
halted on the runway
overnight. More private
flights are expected to
arrive on Saturday, and
necessary arrangements
have been made for
this.Due to the limited
parking space for some
flights, six chartered
planes were redirected to
Rajahmundry Airport.
However, only two flights
were successfully sent
there, and these two also
returned on Thursday and
Friday, as reported by the
Rajahmundry airport
authorities.Keeping this
additional congestion in
mind, airport authorities
are taking measures to
ensure that passengers do
not face any inconve-
nience. They have made
the required arrangements

at the Visakhapatnam
Airport.Meanwhile, the
Andhra Pradesh Pavilion at

the ongoing CIl
Partnership Summit in
Visakhapatnam drew
attention.

The AP Pavilion stood
out at the event, where Al
(Artificial Intelligence) was
showcased, with small
robots explaining what Al
is and how it can be used
in government services.
They also demonstrated
the kinds of services tech-
nology can offer to the
public. Models were set
up to show what Andhra
Pradesh will look like in
the future, which
impressed everyone.

Additionally, special
kiosks provided a wealth
of information on various
topics. A large tower set up
by the tourism depart-
ment caught everyone's
eye. The tower, 10 feet tall,
displayed images of beau-
tiful tourist spots in
Andhra Pradesh.

Details of new projects
like the Drone City,
Electronics City, and
Quantum Valley under
construction in the state
were also showcased on
the tower, highlighting
how these projects will
contribute to the state's
development.

A special platform was
set up by Andhra Pradesh
Industrial Infrastructure
Corporation (APIIC) to
showcase the future devel-
opment of the state by
2047.

Visitors could stand on
foot imprints placed on
the platform to see visual
representations of the
progress Andhra Pradesh is
expected to achieve by
then.

The key agreements and
investment details made
during the summit were
also displayed. Screens
with the slogan "Let's step
into the future of Andhra
Pradesh" were placed at
the venue.

751 scientists discover
new Gecko spec1es in AP

PNS B Amaravati

Scientists from
the Zoological
Survey of India '
(ZSI) have discov-
ered a new species
of slender gecko in
Andhra Pradesh, an offi-
cial statement said.

The newly discov-
ered species, belonging
to the genus Hemiphyllo
dactylus, was found in
the Tirumala Hill ranges
within the Seshachalam
Biosphere Reserve of
Andhra Pradesh, it said.

It has been officially
named
Hemiphyllodactylus
venkatadri sp. nov, paying
homage to the locality -

the sacred Venkatadri Hills

in Tirumala, the ZSI state-
ment said.

The name Venkatadri is a
blend of the Sanskrit words

Venkata (meaning 'one

who removes sins', a name

for Lord Vishnu) and Adri

Discoveries like
\ == the Venkatadri
¢  Slender Gecko
strongly reiterate the
need for continued
systematic exploration
and molecular
research in the Eastern
Ghats as this region
remains one of India's
most underexplored
biogeographic area,
said Dhriti Banerjee

(meaning mountain).
The discovery, published
in the international journal

Pune devotee presents EV bus
worth Rs 74 lakh to TTD

PNS M Tirupati

Every day, thousands of
devotees visit Lord Sri
Venkateswara in Tirumala
and offer their prayers.
Devotees present offerings
to the Lord in various ways.
Some offer gold and silver,
while others donate to TTD
trusts. Some devotees even
donate vehicles to TTD.
The TTD uses these vehicles
according to its require-
ments. A devotee donated
a bus to Lord
Venkateswara.

“An electric bus has been
donated to the TTD. Pinnacle
Mobility Solutions Private
Limited from Pune donated
an electric bus worth Rs

74.24 lakh to the TTD on
Saturday. Representatives
of the company handed over
the bus keys to Deputy EO
Lokanatham in front of the
temple. Tirumala Transport
DI Venkatadri Naidu partic-
ipated in the event,” TTD
said in a statement. This

bus will be used for devo-
tees.“On Friday night, the
Kartika Mahadeepotsavam
was conducted with great
grandeur in the premises of
the TTD Administrative
Building in Tirupati. A large
number of devotees
attended.

Class 5 boy stabbed in Eluru district

PNS M Eluru

Chintalapudi in Eluru district on

An unidentified group of students
attacked a Class 5 student with a
blade at the Dr B.R. Ambedkar

Gurukula (Boys) School at

Saturday.The incident happened
at midnight on Friday, after the
boy had finished dinner and gone
to sleep. He screamed in pain,
waking up the other students.

They noticed that he was lying in
a pool of blood.

The hostel staff immediately
rushed the injured boy to the
Chintalapudi Area Hospital. Sub-
Inspector Satish Kumar is investi-

him.

gating the incident. The victim
suspects that two students from
his own class may have attacked

The police registered a case and
investigation is underway

Herpeto
zoa
(Volume 38,
2025), was a
collaborative
effort by a
team from
ZSI's Freshwater
Biology Regional
Centre
L 3 (Hyderabad),
Reptilia Section
(Kolkata) and Fakir Mohan
University
(Odisha).Molecular analysis
confirms the gecko's status
as a distinct species,
showing a 9.7-12.9 per cent
genetic divergence from its
closest relatives in penin-
sular India, including H.
jnana, H. nilgiriensis, and
H. peninsularis.

Key morphological fea-
tures setting the
Venkatadri Slender Gecko
apart include - the 12-16
chin scales, 6-8 pre-cloacal
pores and 5-7 femoral

pores separated by pore-
less scales.The gecko was
discovered from under tree
bark in a sandalwood plan-
tation surrounded by tropi-
cal dry deciduous forest at
approximately 881 meters
elevation.Highlighting the
under-explored biodiversi-
ty of the region, ZSI
Director Dhriti Banerjee
said "This is only the
second species of the
genus Hemiphyllodactylus
to be reported from
Andhra Pradesh, the first
being H. arakuensis".

She said discoveries like
the Venkatadri Slender
Gecko strongly reiterate
the need for continued sys-
tematic exploration and
molecular research in the
Eastern Ghats as this
region remains one of
India’'s most underex-
plored biogeographic area.

"Yet it continues to yield
arich and growing list of
new reptile species,"
Banerjee said.

SP cleans police office campus
as part of Swachha Andhra

L

Intmlf\ i
t"-"l". F

f

ﬂlt

8

a

ik

District Superintendent of Police Bindu Madhav cleaning police office
campus as part of Swachha Andhra, in Kakinada on Saturday

PNS W Kakinada

District Superintendent of
Police Bindu Madhav person-
ally cleaned the district
police office ground floor
using broom stick and also
later cleaned the floor with
mop up stick to mark the
observance of Swarna
Andhra - Swachha Andhra’
programme on Saturday
.Additional Superintendent
of Police Srinivasarao,
Special branch DSP KVV
Satyanarayana , Sub divi-
sional police officer Devaraj
Manish patil, Armed reserve
Inspector Venkatrao,
Sarpavaram CI Peddiraju,

CCS Inspector Krishna fol-
lowed the SP with much
enthusiasm and team spirit
in the cleaning and garbage
clearance operation.

SP Bindu Madhav while
addressing the police per-
sonnel of all ranks on the
occasion said that clean sur-
roundings and atmosphere
improve the working of
every one improving their
efficiency. He asked them to
become partners in protec-
tion of clean environment by
participating at least one
dayinaweek .” Where ever
there is clean surrounding
and hygiene there is health
and development’ he added
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What if the visions of Salvador Dali A
could step off a canvas and walk
down a runway? What if a painter
who imagined melting clocks and
bending landscapes could foresee the
future of menswear? In 1971, the
Belgian luxury fabric house Scabal
asked Dali to do exactly that. The sur-
realist master responded with

twelve visionary paintings,
each brimming with wit,

imagination and eccentric
charm. Strange figures,
symbolic flourishes and

playful narratives
emerged, creating some
of the most provocative
works of his career.
Decades later, these
pieces finally arrived in
India, ready to inspire a
new audience and invite
them into Dali’s unpre-
dictable world.

The Surrealism Soirée,
presented by TSB Overseas
in collaboration with
Scabal, transformed the
Satish Gujral-designed

Belgian Embassy into a stage
where art met fashion in unexpect-
ed ways. His Excellency Didier
Vanderhasselt, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Belgium, and Sarbinder
Singh Bindra, Founder of TSB
Overseas, welcomed designers, }
collectors and cultural enthusiasts 3
to witness this rare encounter-one
that bridged continents, eras and

artistic languages.

Dali’s twelve original paintings
were displayed alongside the
Scabal fabrics they inspired, reveal-
ing a striking dialogue between

SAKSHI PRIYA

The journey toward selfhood
for many women is a silent
internal uprising against
inherited expectations. This
concept forms the com-
pelling core of Weaving
Water: Feminine
Countercultures in Paint and
Print, a landmark exhibition
curated by Jyoti A Kathpalia.

This show functions as an
insightful dialogue, pairing
the unflinching autobio-
graphical writings of Padma
Shri Ajeet Cour with the visual

- A

Layered feminine truths

explorations of fifteen
eminent women artists. What
emerges is a contemplation
of agency, memory and resis-
tance articulated through
form, colour and material
presence.

Among the works, Aparna
Anand Singh’s Silent Storm
operates as an incisive state-
ment on contained emotion.
The closed mouth and con-
centrated red field reveal an
internal atmosphere shaped
by pressure and endurance.
Anupam Sud’s Germination Il
and The Sunsetexamine the
body as a site of layered his-
tories, suggesting that emer-
gence often begins in states
of uncertainty. Arpana Caur’s
Earth and Sky positions the
feminine within elemental
continuity, expanding her
into a cosmic register.

In another register, Gogi
Saroj Pal’s Nirbhaya series
confronts structur-

al violence through

SILENT STORM
STAYS WITH ME,
PROVING THAT
THE QUIETEST
SHIFTS CAN
GAIN FORCE
AND RESHAPE
EVERYTHING
AROUND THEM

with move-
ment, or a
pattern that
revealed
more the
longer one
looked. Each

an assertive figure who

refuses diminishment.
Vasudha Thozhur’s Portrait of
Shah Jehan engages with
trauma through fragmenta-
tion, prompting viewers to
consider memory as some-
thing carried, not resolved.

Jayasri Burman’s Jeevan
Nadi, with its fluid forms and
hybrid beings, presents life as
cyclical rather than linear,
informed by both mythology
and lived experience.

Shivani Aggarwal, Bula
Bhattacharya and Nitasha
Jaini interrogate inherited
beliefs and social condition-
ing, while Shubhika Lal’s
Breaking Shackles transforms
thread into structure, sug-
gesting that the everyday
materials of women’s lives
hold intellectual weight.

Leaving the gallery, the
air felt altered, as if the art-
works had rearranged some-
thing internal. The show
makes one realise that trans-
formation rarely arrives with
spectacle. It builds quietly,
gathers strength in over-
looked corners, and eventu-
ally claims its place
with a clarity that cannot
be dismissed.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

/' When Dali’s surreal visions meet bespoke Indian tailoring, imagination
leaps off canvas and walks the runway, writes SAKSHI PRIYA

paint and textile. Colours, shapes and
surreal motifs migrated from canvas
into wool, silk and cashmere. Subtle
distortions, playful exaggerations and
tonal nuances appeared in pin-
stripes, checks, jacquards and
textured weaves. The

fabrics carried hints of
Dali’'s whimsy-an unex-
pected gradient, a

shadow that shifted

Collection presentation, curated

Tailoring was precise an

refined cuts, layered textures
and discreet details echoing
Dali without slipping into
costume. The garments carried
quiet narratives: hidden geom-
etry in a stitch, a lining hinting
at distortion, a sheen evoking
dreamlike light.

The evening’s highlight was

== Dhruv Kapoor’s womenswear

look in Scabal fabric. Modern,

ra

traditionally masculine textile

design.

ART BECOMES ATTIR

Hat — blurred purpose and perception,

Prabhavana;
An ode to
the ancient
Indian
values

GYANESHWAR DAYAL

» :

|
el

Today, we stand at the cusp of a profound transfor-
mation —one so sweeping that it threatens to take
us off our feet. As we abandon cherished traditions
and uncritically adopt Western frameworks, we face
a growing crisis: a loss of direction, a fading sense
of purpose, and a restless rush without meaning —
like headless chickens chasing shadows. The irony
is striking; the problem is both real and surreal, so
deeply woven into modern life that we often fail to
recognise it as a problem at all. Confronting this drift
with conviction, Abhay Firodia has taken up the
cause of reintroducing India’s civilisational values,
especially to the youth. His vision materialised in
the creation of the Abhay Prabhavana Museum —
a sprawling, state-of-the-art

cultural space on the out-
skirts of Pune,
Maharashtra—designed
not merely to showcase
heritage but to revive
the philosophical
essence that has
long sustained
this land. Abhay
Prabhavana
Museum stands
as a living
repository of |
India’s timeless
wisdom.
Unlike conven-
tional

piece felt alive, transforming imagina-
tion into material formThe Vision

Prasad Bidapa, brought these ideas to
life. Models walked in ensembles by The
Darzi Group, Diwan Saheb, Jade Blue
and P N Rao, each working with
Scabal’s twelve Vision fabrics.

restrained-sharp shoulders,

dent and sculptural, it reimagined a

commanding feminine silhouette, the
showstopper where imagination, crafts-
manship and innovation aligned, proving
Dali’s vision still shapes contemporary

The Surrealism Soirée let imagination
walk the runway, vivid and unbound. It
showed that when art and fashion collide,
creativity becomes the finest luxury of all.

Dali’s impact on fashion lies in Surrealism’s urge
to drag the subconscious into everyday life,

turning the body into a provocative canvas. His
work with Elsa Schiaparelli — especially the Shoe

echoed by McQueen and van Herpen. It leaves
one asking: what does fashion truly reveal?

B
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TEAM VIVA

A performance becomes
compelling when a dancer
turns the stage into a place
of thought —where move-
ment interprets, questions
and uncovers. In Anavarna
— Exploring the Layers,
Anandita
approached Bharata-
natyam with this contem-
plative clarity, offering an
evening that favoured

opened with the Alarippu
in Sankeerna Gathi, chore-
ographed by Guru Geeta
Chandran and set to
rhythm by Manohar
Balachandirane.

What can often feel like
a formal warm-up became,
in her hands, an exercise in
refined geometry - precise
lines, disciplined rhythm
and a pared-back elegance
that framed the evening’s

Varnam, “Sarojaksiro”,
formed the heart of the
recital. Anandita’s abhi-

restraint and intention;
the heroine’s longing for

Reflective rhythm

subtle glances, delicate
shifts in weight and ges-
tures that suggested
emotion without exagger-
ation. The jatis were exe-
cuted with crisp clarity,
revealing a dancer deeply
attentive to structure, liter-
ature and the emotional
temperature of each
segment.

In the Alwar Pasuram,
arranged as a Ragamalika,
she shifted towards devo-
tional lyricism, evoking
the world of Vishnu with
softened imagery rather
than overt dramatisation.
The narrative felt guided
by sensitivity rather than
spectacle.

She closed with a Tillana
in Rageshri by Lalgudi
Jayaraman, delivered with
bright rhythmic command
while preserving the
recital’s reflective mood.

With Anavarna,
Anandita demonstrated
that Bharatanatyam’s most
powerful moments often
emerge from thoughtful
stillness — when tech-
nique, emotion and inten-
tion converge with quiet
integrity.

Narayanan

over display. She

The Kambhoji

was marked by

unfolded through
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museums that simply display artefacts, Prabhavana
invites visitors into a journey of consciousness — a
rediscovery of India’s values, philosophies and the
civilisational ethos.

From the moment one enters its serene premis-
es, the museum feels less like an institution and
more like a passage into deep time. It reflects the
harmony between material and spiritual life, a
balance central to India’s ancient worldview. Each
gallery tells a story — not of kings and conquests,
but of thought, creativity and inner evolution.
Exhibits trace India’s journey from the Vedic age to
the present, illuminating the development of phi-
losophy, art, education and science through the lens
of dharma (righteousness), artha (purpose), kama
(creativity) and moksha (liberation). Interactive dis-
plays reveal how sages viewed knowledge as a
means to self-realisation and social harmony,
rather than a tool for narrow personal advancement.

A special section on Indian sciences — from
Ayurveda and Yoga to mathematics and astrono-
my — highlights a worldview guided by ethics, eco-
logical sensitivity and intellectual humility. Here, the
interconnectedness of the self, society and nature
is presented not as nostalgic sentiment but as a
urgently relevant philosophy for today’s fragment-
ed, material-driven world. The museum is not con-
cerned with glorifying the past; rather, it seeks to
revive timeless values that can meaningfully guide

the future. Each exhibit places a gentle yet deliber-
ate emphasis on principles such as respect for all
forms of life (ahimsa), reverence for knowledge as
something sacred (vidya), harmony between the
individual and society (dharma), and the cultivation
ofinner balance and self-awareness through yoga
and meditation.

These values — once the foundations of Indian
civilisation — are being rediscovered today as
humanity searches for responses to moral, ecolog-
ical and psychological crises. Through its pro-
grammes, workshops and experiential learning ses-
sions, Abhay Prabhavana encourages visitors, par-
ticularly the young, to reflect on how ancient ideals
can inform modern life, governance, education and
innovation. Art, philosophy and meditative expe-
rience are woven together to help visitors feel the
rasa — the essence — of India’s spiritual heritage.
Audio-visual installations, sacred chants and guided
reflections offer a multisensory immersion that
extends beyond intellectual understanding. The
message that emerges is subtle yet profound: India’s
greatness has never rested merely in its monuments
orempires, butin its inner vision — the understand-
ing that true progress begins with self-knowledge
and compassion. In an age defined by globalisation,
distraction and cultural flattening, institutions like
Prabhavana stand as vital reminders of who we are
and what we stand for.
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Rajasthan committed to tribal
welfare, cultural pride: CM
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Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma on Saturday said the
Rajasthan government is firmly committed to
the development and upliftment of tribal communities in

the State.

Double-engine Govts gaining
support nationwide: Pushkar

——

A day after the NDA's landslide
victory in the Bihar assembly
elections, Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
said a “"double engine”
Government is taking shape
everywhere in the country
because the publicis bringing
to power only those who work.
Dhami was speaking at the
launch of Venu Agrahari
Dhingra’s book “Leading Ladies
—The New Wave of Female
Politicians in India", at the
Dehradun Literature Festival.

West Bengal will not accept
BJP’s politics: Sagarika Ghose

- -

Trinamool Congress MP Sagarika Ghose on Saturday claimed
West Bengal would never accept BJP's politics, a day after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said his party would win the

next Assembly polls in the State.

Pawar questions ECI over
scheme during Bihar polls

NCP President Sharad Pawar on
Saturday said the
entrepreneurship scheme for
women played a role in the
victory of the NDA in the Bihar
elections, even as he wondered
how the Election Commission
allowed distribution of funds
during the poll process. A day
after the BJP-JD(U) combine
won a landslide victory in the
polls, Pawar said the BJP and
JD (U) leader Nitish Kumar will
jointly decide the Chief
Minister's name.
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74 vs 34: Rain, resolve and the
real test of leadership in Bihar

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
M Patna/New Delhi

On two days on October 31
and November 1, 5 days
ahead of the first phase of
polling, when rain lashed
Bihar and campaign sched-
ules went haywire, two con-
trasting images emerged.

One leader, 34-year-old
Tejashwi Yadav, chose to
address voters through his
mobile phone, citing the
incessant rainfall. The other,
74-year-old Nitish Kumar, set
out by road, travelling over
600 kilometres across Patna,
Samastipur, Darbhanga,
Madhubani, Sitamarhi,
Muzaffarpur and Vaishali,
determined to meet people
in person despite hostile
weather.

The weather was the same;
the choices were not. That
contrast told a larger story
about leadership, resolve and
priorities. Nitish Kumar was
scheduled to address a major
public meeting in
Kusheshwarsthan. When his
helicopter refused to take
off due to weather condi-
tions, the easier option was
clear: postpone the event or
shift to a virtual address.
Many leaders across parties
would have done precisely
that.

But Nitish Kumar simply
said, “Let’s go by road.”

At 74, undertaking a gru-
elling 3-4 hour road journey

through rain, wind and slip-
pery stretches would have
been reason enough to step
back. Instead, he travelled
from one constituency to
another, meeting people with
the same calm, grounded
energy that has defined his
public life for decades. As he
stepped into crowds, shaking
hands, listening patiently,
responding softly, there was
no sign of fatigue or theatri-
cality, only a quiet determina-
tion to be physically present
among the people whose
mandate he sought.
Behind this decisive
moment was the understat-
ed but crucial role of |D(U)

Vote theft powered NDA
win in Bihar: Shiv Sena

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

The Shiv Sena (UBT) on
Saturday claimed the Bihar
elections were a scam facili-
tated by the poll body and
accused the ruling BJP-led
NDA of winning through vote
theft. A day after the ruling
NDA scored a spectacular
victory in the polls, the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party
said the BJP would not hesi-
tate to take control of the
|D(U) for the chief minister’s
post. The party claimed that
chief minister Nitish Kumar is
struggling with memory loss

Chirag backs Nitish as CM, says party ready to join Govt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Union minister Chirag
Paswan on Saturday said his
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) was looking forward to
joining the new Government
in Bihar and he “personally”
felt that JD(U) president
Nitish Kumar should con-
tinue as chief minister.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence a day after the NDA
secured a landslide victory in
the assembly polls, with his
own party bagging 19 out of
the 28 seats it had contested,
Paswan also charged the
opposition with creating a
“false narrative” that he
was noton good terms with
the longest serving Chief
Minister of Bihar.

The Hajipur MP, who
paraded all the newly
elected candidates of L|JPRV
before the media, said,
“Representatives of my party
today met Nitish Kumar to
congratulate him upon the
victory. Yes, we too are
looking forward to joining
the Government. Earlier,
we used to say that we
support the Government
but are not a part of it.
But that was because we had
no representation in the
state legislature”.

and questioned how
someone with such chal-
lenges could lead Bihar.

In an editorial in the party
mouthpiece Saamana, the
Shiv Sena (UBT) claimed that
the BJP’s victory formula
appears to have been
decided in Bihar, just as in
Maharashtra, where the
opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi was not allowed to
win even 50 seats.

The (outcome of) Bihar
elections was not surprising,
the party said, alleging that
the poll body and the BJP
were working in tandem to
get desired results.

Replying to a query, he
said, “It is for the legislators
to decide who should be the
next CM or the deputy CM. |
personally feel that Nitish
Kumar should continue to
head the Government”.

Notably, Kumar’s ]D(U) has
won 85 seats, four less than
the BJP, making it the second
occasion since 2020
Assembly polls when the
CM’s party has been outper-
formed by its ally.

Paswan, who was once
seen as a bete noire of the
|D(U) supremo, also
blamed the opposition for
the “false narrative” but
admitted “it was because |
did not contest the 2020
assembly polls as an NDA
partner that benefitted the
RJD and it became the single
largest party”.

National Working President
Sanjay Kumar Jha. Assessing
the weather, travel feasibili-
ty and local expectations,
Jha advised the Chief Minister
that waiting for the skies to
clear would jeopardise the
day’s outreach. Nitish
Kumar placed full trustin his
counsel, reflecting a rare
synergy between leadership
and strategist.

This was also the turning
point in the campaign: whis-
pers about Nitish Kumar’s
health or his reduced role
evaporated instantly.

While social media
debated Tejashwi Yadav’s
remote address, Nitish

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

As the ruling NDA decimat-
ed the Mahagathbandhanin
Bihar to retain power, all
but one of the 25 State min-
isters in the fray won their
respective seats.

Deputy Chief Ministers
Samrat Choudhary and Vijay
Kumar Sinha, both from the
BJP, won Tarapur and
Lakhisarai Assembly seats.

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who has been a
member of the legislative
council (MLC), did not
contest the Assembly elec-
tions. Altogether 15 ministers
from the BJP had contested

the polls and emerged victo-

“But, the RJD grew arro-
gant thinking that the people
had reposed their faith in
that party. The party got
done in by the arrogance.
The people of Bihar had
rejected the RJD and its
jungle raj way back. In 2010,
the party was decimated. It
did better in 2015 only
because of circumstances,
because Nitish Kumar had
joined them. And in 2020
they gained because we
were not part of the NDA”,
said Paswan.

He also profusely thanked
“central leadership of our
alliance” for giving 29 seats
to the LJPRV, “even though
we did not have a single MLA
in the outgoing assembly”.
Notably, the nomination
papers of one candidate
of LJPRV were rejected

Kumar’s images from
the rain-soaked road journey
spread across Bihar. It
reinforced a familiar
truth that leadership is not
defined by age, but by
instinct, judgement and the
willingness to endure dis-
comfort for the people.
With NDA’s historic win,
this episode stands out not
merely as an anecdote but as
a symbol. It captures the grit
of a 74-year-old leader refus-
ing to pause, and the strate-
gic foresight of his closest
advisor, Sanjay Kumar |ha,
ensuring that the message of
commitment reached the
people uncompromised.

rious. Agriculture minister
Prem Kumar, a BJP veteran,
retained Gaya Town for an
eighth consecutive term, a
record equalled by his JD(U)
cabinet colleague Bijendra
Yadav (Supaul).

Another minister Raju
Kumar Singh, who had been
elected from Sahebganj in
2020 on a ticket of
Vikassheel Insan Party and
later defected to the BJP,
retained the seat.

He contested the
Assembly segment this time
on a saffron party’s ticket.
Sanjay Saraogi (Darbhanga)
and Nitin Nabin (Bankipur)
retained their seats for a fifth
consecutive term.

Other BJP ministers, who

during scrutiny.

Paswan said, “We were
written off. People were
saying that we have been
given challenging seats so
that my party performs badly
and I suffer a loss of face. Exit
polls kept predicting that
we will finish off with a
single digit tally”.

“But I have the same blood
flowing in my veins as my
late father Ram Vilas Paswan,
who resurrected the party in
2014”, the Union minister
said with a hint of pride.

Notably, the late Paswan'’s
Lok Janshakti Party had suf-
fered setbacks in the 2009
Lok Sabha polls when it
failed to win a single seat
and the founding president
himself lost the pocket
borough of Hajipur. A year
later, the party’s dismal show
continued in assembly polls,
which it fought in alliance
with the RJD. Only three
seats were won by the LJP
and two of its MLAs defected
to the |D(U).

In 2014, the late Paswan
joined the NDA, and the LJP,
riding the “Modi wave”,
bounced back, winning six of
the seven seats it had con-
tested and its founder was
rewarded with a berth in the
Union Cabinet, after a long

Congress huddles, blames ECI for Bihar loss

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A day after facing a severe
drubbing in Bihar, the
Congress on Saturday ques-
tioned the role of the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) in the poll
process while its top
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi and party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, went
into a huddle to discuss the
poll outcome.

Kharge and Rahul were
joined by AICC general sec-
retary (Organisation) K C
Venugopal, party treasurer
Ajay Maken and AICC Bihar
in-charge Krishna Allavaru,
sources said.

Responding to Congress’
allegations on social media,
Election Commission offi-
cials said three lakh voters
were added to Bihar’s elec-
toral roll after the publica-
tion of final list post the
special intensive revision.

They were responding to
a social media post by
Congress which pointed out
that while the EC’s state-
ment announcing the
schedule for the Bihar
assembly polls had put the
number of voters at 7.42
crore, in subsequent releas-
es the number climbed to
7.45 crore. According to the
sources, the leaders met to
discuss the Congress’ poor
performance in Bihar,
where the party won only
six of the 61 seats it contest-

time.

ed, its second-worst show in

DEPUTY CHIEF
MINISTERS SAMRAT
CHOUDHARY AND
VIJAY KUMAR SINHA,
BOTH FROM THE BJP,
WON TARAPUR

AND LAKHISARAI
ASSEMBLY SEATS

emerged victorious, were
Renu Devi (Bettiah),
Nitish Mishra (Jhanjharpur),
Neeraj Kumar Singh
‘Bablu’ (Chhatapur), Kedar
Prasad Gupta (Kurhani),
Jibesh Kumar (Jale),
Krishnanandan Paswan
(Harsidhi), Vijay Kumar
Mandal and Krishna Kumar
Mantoo (Amnour) and Sunil

Prashant Kishor’s party breaks
silence over Bihar debacle

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Former poll strategist
Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj,
which failed to open its
account in the Bihar
Assembly, on Saturday
expressed disappointment
over its poll debacle, and
said cash transfer to the
accounts of women played
an important role in the
NDA’s victory.

The party was unable to
galvanise votes in its favour,
despite a high-pitched cam-
paign and raising pressing
issues such as unemploy-
ment, migration and the
dearth of industries in the
state. Talking to reporters,
Jan Suraaj Party’s national
president Uday Singh said,
“We are disappointed with
the outcome of the assem-
bly polls but not upset.
Though we have not won
even a single seat, we will
keep opposing the ruling
NDA.” He said the party
could not succeed in con-
vincing Muslim voters in
Bihar. “The mandate also
proves that the people did
not want the return of R|D,”
Singh said.

the state after 2010, when it
won only four seats. Rahul
did not speak to the media
persons after the meeting,
as the leaders of the
Mahagathbandhan, of
which the Congress is a
part, remained in a state of
disbelief after the NDA
swept the polls. Asked
about the Bihar poll
outcome and the party’s
poor performance,
Venugopal sought to put
the entire blame on the
Election Commission, alleg-
ing that the entire poll
process is questionable and
there is no transparency.
The party would soon
analyse the result and
would come out with con-
crete proof in the next few
weeks, he said.

“This result that has come
from Bihar is unbelievable
for all of us. This is not only
for Congress. The entire
Bihar people are not believ-

Bihar polls: All 25 ministers in fray won except one

a

ing it and also our alliance
partners. We discussed with
all of them; they are not
believing it,” Venugopal
said. “Because, a 90 per
cent plus strike rate for a
political party — which has
not happened in Indian
history. We are doing a
thorough analysis; we are
collecting data from across
Bihar. Within one or two
weeks, we will come out
with concrete proof,” he
told reporters.

Alleging that the process
of electioneering is “com-
pletely questionable”, he
said the party leaders have
been continuously raising
the issue during electioneer-
ing. Asked about Rahul
Gandhi’s comments calling
the election “not fair”,
Venugopal said, “We have
been talking about the
Election Commission (role)
and we talked about this
during the Haryana elec-

Kumar (Bihar Sharif).

However, Sumit Kumar
Singh, who had been elected
in 2020 as an independent
candidate and inducted into
the state cabinet, failed to
retain the Chakai assembly
seat when he sought reelec-
tion on a |D(U) ticket.

Singh lost by a margin of
nearly 13,000 votes to R]D
candidate Savitri Devi,
whom he had defeated five
years ago from Chakai in
Jamui district.

Son of late Narendra
Singh, a former state minis-
ter and a close aide of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, Sumit
had held the science,
technology and technical
education portfolio in the

He claimed that the cash
transfer of 40,000 crore to
the accounts of women by
the ruling NDA Government
in Bihar played an “impor-
tantrole” in its victory. Singh
was referring to Bihar’s
Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar
Yojana, under which 10,000
each was transferred to the
bank accounts of women in
the state.

“This was an attempt by
the Government to bribe
people ahead of the polls.
The votes were purchased.
The cash benefits were
transferred even after the
model code of conduct
came into force,” he alleged.

outgoing Government.

Victorious |D(U) ministers
included Sheela Kumari
(Phulparas), Leshi Singh
(Dhamdaha), Ratnesh Sada
(Sonbarsha), Madan Sahni
(Bahadurpur), Vijay Kumar
Choudhary (Sarairanjan),
Jayant Raj (Amarpur),
Shrawon Kumar (Nalanda)
and Mohd. Zama Khan
(Chainpur).

The ruling NDA decimated
the Mahagathbandhan in
Bihar on Friday to retain
power, reaffirming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
popularity and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
enduring appeal and dealing
a body blow to the Congress
and ally R]D.
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The Jan Suraaj leader said,
“Now, we are waiting to see
how the Government will
transfer the remaining 32
lakh to the accounts of
women in the state.” He
also claimed that the NDA
did not get even 50 per cent
of the votes in the Bihar
polls. Responding to a query
on whether Prashant Kishor
would remain active in pol-
itics as the |D(U) won more
than 25 seats, Singh said,
“You should ask this ques-
tion to Kishor only”. Kishor
had previously claimed that
he would quit politics if
Nitish Kumar’s |JDU won
more than 25 seats.
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tions - that the Haryana
election is rigged”.

The EC officials said the
figure of 7.42 crore voters
mentioned in the October 6
statement was based on
final electoral roll published
on September 30 after the
special intensive revision.

Citing election rules, they
pointed out that any eligible
citizen can apply to have
their name added to the
electoral roll until 10 days
before the last date for filing
of nominations for each
phase of poll after the
announcement of elections.
“Therefore, after examin-
ing all valid applications
received from October 1
until 10 days before the last
date of nominations in both
phases, the names of eligi-
ble voters were added to
the list as per the rules, so
that no eligible voter is
deprived of voting,” an offi-
cial said.

NDA leaders meet
Nitish Kumar to
discuss Govt
formation in Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Patna

With a landslide victory in
Bihar assembly polls placing
the NDA firmly in the saddle,
leaders of the alliance on
Saturday appeared to have
got down to the brass tacks
of forming a new govern-
ment in the state.

Coalition partners made a
beeline at 1, Anne Marg, the
official residence of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, the
longest-serving incumbent,
who heads the |D(U).

Notable visitors included
Union minister Chirag
Paswan, who is excited at the
prospects of his Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) sharing
power in the state as well.

“I have congratulated
Nitish Kumar ji on the victory.
The NDA's win puts paid to
the opposition's false narra-
tive that there has been arift
between the two of us. Even
during the campaign, the CM
canvassed in seats where
our candidate was contest-
ing. We reciprocated the
gesture and supported the
|D(U) candidate in Alauli,
which has been our home
turf,” Paswan told reporters.

Situated in his native
Khagaria district, Alauli, a
reserved seat, was represent-
ed by the Union minister's
late father Ram Vilas Paswan
in the 1970s, and, after he
became the MP from Hajipur,
uncle Pashupati Kumar Paras
- now estranged from the
family - represented the con-
stituency several times.

JD(U)'s Ram Chandra Sada,
a former MLA, wrested the
seat from sitting RJD MLA
Ram Vriksh Sada, while Yash
Raj, the son of Paras, who was
making his debut from his
father's party Rashtriya Lok
Janshakti Party, finished third.

Paswan ducked queries as
to whether the LJP(RV) was
hoping to have one of its
MLAs as the deputy CM,
saying “CM and his deputy
are decided jointly by all the
legislators”.
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AMRIT PHARMACIES AID %6.85
CRORE PATIENTS: JP NADDA

Health Minister JP Nadda on Saturday said medicines
worth over Z17,000 crore at MRP have been dispensed at
discounted rates by AMRIT pharmacies so far, resulting in
cumulative savings of approximately 38,500 crore for
patients. From the first outlet at AIIMS, Delhi in 2015 to
255 outlets across 24 states and four UTs today, AMRIT
Pharmacy has benefitted over 6.85 crore patients, offering
discounts ranging from 50 per cent to 90 per cent on
medicines and implants, he said.

Nadda inaugurated 10 new AMRIT (Affordable Medicines
and Reliable Implants for Treatment) Pharmacies, marking
its 10th anniversary celebrations at Bharat Mandapam.

TERRORISM MUST END: J&K
DEPUTY CM SURINDER

Jammu and Kashmir Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary on Saturday expressed grief over the

loss of lives in a massive accidental explosion near
Srinagar and said Pakistan-sponsored terrorism must end
now, as the region has suffered immensely from the
menace over the last 35 years.

He said all the political parties should come together to
stand up against terrorism so that the people in Jammu
and Kashmir can live a peaceful life.

“Today, Jammu and Kashmir woke up to the unfortunate
news of a blast at a police station, resulting in loss of
precious human lives. The blast was so fierce that its bang
was heard in different parts of Srinagar. This is another
chapter in the violence that has caused death and
destruction in Jammu and Kashmir over the past 35
years," the deputy chief minister told reporters.

Nagaland witnessing major
posmve change° Sltharaman

LW

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tours facilities at the
Nagaland Tool Room & Training Centre (NTTC) in Dimapur, Nagaland P

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Dimapur

Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said there has
been a major positive
change in corporate invest-
ment in Nagaland, which
is now focused on equip-
ping the state’s youth
with advanced skills.
Inaugurating the Al & Future
Skills Centre of Excellence at
Nagaland Tool Room &
Training Centre, Dimapur,
Sitharaman said this new
era is exemplified by two
major programmes: a col-
laboration with Tata group
in Kohima to provide train-
ing in semiconductor tech-
nology and a partnership
with CYIENT Foundation in
Dimapur to introduce
advanced Al-driven manu-
facturing and 3D printing
techniques.

These programmes are
meant to give the youth of
Nagaland the skills needed
for modern jobs, helping
them succeed and con-
tribute to the country’s tech-
nology growth, she added.

The Union minister said
the visit to Nagaland was to
focus on assessing the

progress of the nation’s 112
aspirational districts and
to ensure the successful
implementation of key
Government initiatives.

She said a significant
component of the visit was
a credit outreach pro-
gramme, conducted in
collaboration with
major banks, to provide
accessible loans fostering
financial inclusion.

The overall objective was
to directly observe the
impact of these pro-
grammes on the lives of
the people and address any
existing challenges, and
reinforce the Government’s
dedication to the compre-
hensive development of
every part of the country.

The Union Finance minis-
ter also had a meeting with
the Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and his cabinet
colleagues and reviewed
the progress of Special
Assistance to States for
Capital Investment scheme
at Niathu Resort.

Sitharaman also virtually
inaugurated the construc-
tion of pre fab multipurpose
hall with amenities in Phek
district and a guest house
for administrative officers at
Zunheboto.

Crisis in MVA, Congress to go solo in BMC polls

TN RAGHUNATHA
B Mumbai

In a development that
came a day after the
Rashtriya Janata Dal-led
Mahagathbandhan was
trounced in the Bihar
Assembly polls, the Congress
on Saturday announced
that the party would go it
alone in the crucial
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls.
Announcing the major
decision that virtually
plunged the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
into a crisis, AICC General
Secretary in-charge of
Maharashtra Ramesh
Chennithala said: “We will
contest all 227 seats indepen-
dently in the BMC polls. The
desire of all our party leaders
and workers is that we go it
alone in the polls”.
Chennithala did not
spell out the actual reason
behind the Congress’ deci-
sion to contest the BMC polls
independently.

However, Mumbai

Congress chief President Prof
Varsha Gaikwad indirectly
spilled out the beans that it
was Uddhv Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena’s decision to
include the Raj Thackeray-
headed MNS into the
MVA that had prompted her
party to go it alone in the
BMC polls.

MNS chief Raj Thackeray, it
may be recalled, had some
years ago carried out a
vicious campaign against
the north-India migrants —
especially those from
Bihar and UP, settled in
Mumbai and other parts of
Maharashtra.

“We are a cultured and
respected party and cannot
align with any outfit
that had previously targeted
Bihari and north Indian
migrants,” Varsha Gaikwad
said.

Varsha said that the
Congress’ alliance with the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP)
remains “intact”. “Only
Sharad Pawar can comment
on this matter,” she said.

On his part, Sharad Pawar

CHENNITHALA DID
NOT TELL THE
ACTUAL REASON
BEHIND THE
CONGRESS’ DECISION
TO CONTEST THE
BMC POLLS SOLO

evaded a direct reply about
the Congress’s decision to go
italone in the BMC polls but
told media persons at
Baramati in Pune district:
“As per discussions held
within the NCP (SP), local
leaders will take a call (on
forging alliance) during the
Nagar Panchayat and
Panchayat Samiti polls”.

A couple of days ago, Sr
Pawar had said: “The INDIA
alliance is solely for the
national-level elections.
Regarding the upcoming
municipal elections in
Maharashtra, every party will
decide within 8-10 days,
through a meeting, whether
we will contest together or
independently”.

On whether there would

be an alliance between NCP
(SP) and the Ajit Pawar-led
NCP for the Nagar Panchayat
and Panchayat Samiti polls,
Pawar said: “I don’t know
about the talks (between
the two factions of the NCP)
taking place in any districts.
We have the decision to the
local leaders”.

In recent weeks, the
Congress has not been vocal
in its views about Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray’s decision to have
a tie-up for the BMC polls
with the MNS led by his
cousin Raj.

The Mallikarjun Kharge-
led party was hinting that it
would take a call after the
Bihar Assembly polls.

After the Bihar polls that
saw Mahaghatbandan -
comprising among others
the RJD, Congress and the left
parties — bag a meagre 35
seats in the 243-member
Assembly, the Congress
chose to announce its deci-
sion to contest the BMC polls
independently.

One of the reasons for the

Congress’ ekla chalo remove
is that it does not
rub RJD leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav the wrong way
especially after the
Mahaghatbandan’s debacle
in the Bihar Assembly polls.

Secondly, the Congress
wants to accommodate its
party leaders and workers
across Mumbai who have
been want to contest the
BMC polls. If the Congress
had entered into a tie-up
with the MVA constituents, it
would have got a small share
of seats and it would not
have been able to accommo-
date all the ticket aspirants
within the party ranks.

With the Congress’ deci-
sion not to be part of the MVA
for the BMC, the MVA com-
prises Shiv Sena (UBT) and
NCP (SP) include smaller con-
stituents like CPI, CPI (M)
and PWP. The Raj Thackeray-
led MNS is a new addition to
the MVA.

It remains to be seen as to
which of the constituents
other than the Shiv Sena
(UBT) and MNS will remain in

the MVA or whether all the
constituents - except the
parties led by Uddhav and
Raj - will contest the BMC
polls alone.

The Shiv Sena, led by
Uddhav Thackeray, was
ruling the BMC for more than
two decades. However, the
political equation has
changed after the split wit-
nessed in the Shiv Sena in
June 2022. There are now
two Sena factions —-one led
by Uddhav and the other one
by deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.

It may be recalled that
the BMC polls held in 2017
had thrown up a hung
house. The Shiv Sena had
emerged as the single largest
party with 84 seats in the 227-
member BMC, followed by
BJP- 82, Congress- 31, NCP- 9,
MNS — 7 and others — 14.
During the first two and a
half years in power, the
Shiv Sena increased its
strength to 94, by inducting
among others seven corpo-
rators from the Raj
Thackeray-led MNS.

Congress MLA Satish Krishna charged by ED in <44 crore iron ore scam

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Enforcement Directorate
on Saturday said it has
filed a chargesheet against
Karnataka congress
MLA Satish Krishna Sail
and a company linked to him
in a money laundering
investigation related to alleged
illegal export of iron ore worth
344 crore.

The prosecution complaint
was filed before a designated
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) courtin
Bengaluru, the federal probe
agency said in a statement.
Sail, the 59-year-old legislator

from the Karwar assembly
seat in Uttara Kannada,
and his company Shree
Mallikarjun Shipping Pvt
Ltd.Have been named as
accused in the chargesheet,
the ED said, adding that the
MLA was its MD. Sail was
arrested by the ED in
September.

The case against him per-
tains to alleged illegal export
of iron ore by the company
allegedly linked to him.

The ED investigation origi-
nated from a 2010 case filed by
the Karnataka Lokayukta,
which discovered that about
8 lakh tonnes of iron ore was
illegally transported from

Bellary to the Belekeri port.
This iron ore was exported
by the accused persons to
buyers in China, in connivance
with Mahesh | Biliye, port con-
servator of the Belekeri port,
the ED claimed to
have found during its
investigation. “The criminal
act of the accused persons
caused a loss of ¥44.09 crore
to the Government
exchequer,” it said. Sail, accord-
ing to the ED, made payments
worth %46.18 crore to
other accused persons
towards the illegal purchase of
the iron ore. This seized iron
ore was exported through
Sail’s “undisclosed” foreign

Nowgam tragedy leaves families

MOHIT KANDHARI
B Jammu

For a couple of days,
Nowgam police station,
located on the outskirts of
Srinagar, hogged all the
headlines after the Jammu
and Kashmir police teams
busted a ‘White Collar’ terror
module planning to carry
out a series of blasts.

Late Friday night, the same
police station was almost
wiped off the map after a
powerful blast ripped
through the structure,
leaving behind a trail of
death and destruction.

Minutes before the blast
took place, a team of experts
from the Forensic Science
laboratory under the super-
vision of revenue officials
were found working in the
dead of the night to collect
samples for further forensic
and chemical examinations
of the explosive material
recovered by the police
teams from Faridabad,
Haryana..

Braving winter chill, two
selection-grade constables
from the crime branch (offi-
cial photographers) were
busy recording the proceed-
ings without knowing this
could be their last assign-
ment

In a fraction of a second,
nine families from different
parts of the Kashmir valley
lost their loved ones in the

Relatives of Mohammad Shafi Parray a tailor who was killed in an
accidental explosion which ripped through Nowgam police station on late

Friday night, mourn in Srinagar

PTI

same premises while they
were collecting samples.

According to police, State
Investigation Agency
Inspector Israr Ahmad Shah,
Naib Tehsildar Muzaffar
Ahmed Khan figured in the
list of bravehearts who sac-
rificed their lives in the line
of duty at the Nowgam police
station.

Among the deceased were
Selection Grade Constables
Javaid Mansoor Rather and
Arshid Ahmad Shah (both
Crime Branch photogra-
phers), Selection Grade
Constable Aijaz Afzal Mir and
Constables Mohammad
Amin Mir and Showkat
Ahmad Bhat (all three
working with the Forensic
Science Laboratory).
Mohammad Shafi Parray, a
tailor, and Chowkidar of the

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

The Assam Government is
signing an agreement with
the British Museum on
Sunday for borrowing silk
textile ‘Vrindavani Vastra’,
created by Vaishnava saint
Srimanta Sankardeva in the
16th century, for display in
the state in 2027, said Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. This would be the
first time that a portion of
the textile will be on display
in the State after it was
taken away over at
least a century ago, with
fragments ending up as arte-
facts in museums across the
world, he said.

In a video message on
Facebook before flying to
London from New Delhi,
Sarma said, “Tomorrow, we
have a meeting with the
British Museum. We are

likely to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with them
to bring the Vrindavani
Vastra in 2027.” He said the
JSW group of companies has
been playing the leading
role in facilitating this
“homecoming” of the tapes-
try that displays tales from
Lord Krishna’s life in the
hand-woven silk piece.
“The mother of Sajjan
Jindal (of JSW group) is from
Assam. He has no business
interest in the State. Their
group took the initiative of
putting us in contact with
the British Museum and are
also taking the responsibil-
ity of building a museum of
international standards in
Guwahati to display the
Vrindavani Vastra,” Sarma
said. He said the Indian High
Commissioner to the
UK is involved in the
process and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also

area, Suhail Ahmad Rather
were also killed in the blast.

Israr Ahmed Shah, who
joined the police force in
2011, is survived by a wife,
two young children, and
elderly parents. Hailing from
the Drugmulla area of
Kupwara district, Shah was
known as a soft-spoken
person who focused mainly
on his work, according to his

neighbour Ghulam
Mohammad.
47-year-old tailor

Mohammad Shafi Parray was
called by the police team
inside the Nowgam police
station to assist the police
investigators in collecting
samples of the explosives
seized from a “white collar”
terror module busted recent-
ly. Parray was called for some
packing work at the police

remaining updated.

Sarma said the
Government has already
allotted land in Khanapara
area of Guwahati to JSW
group for establishing the

mourning

station. Parray ate dinner at
home and went back to the
police station to join the
team of officers. He could not
return home. Parray, the
lone bread earner in his
family, left behind his wife
and three unmarried chil-
dren. His neighbours said
when the family inquired
about his whereabouts
immediately after the blast,
police told them the tailor
master had sustained
injuries in the explosion.

However, early Saturday,
police told the family that
Parray had succumbed to
his injuries, and asked them
to identify the body.

As Parray’s relatives and
locals submit to fate, they
only have one appeal — the
Government should support
the family, and give a job to
a family member.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha also visited Ujala
Cygnus hospital to meet
those injured in the Nowgam
police station blast. In the
evening, he laid a wreath &
offered solemn tributes to
Police Personnel, Revenue
Officials and a Civilian who
lost their lives in an acciden-
tal blast at Nowgam Police
Station last night. “Nation
will forever remain indebted
to their selfless service &
supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty”, LG Manoj Sinha
said.

museum. The company will
build the museum, but it will
be owned by the State
Government. The new state-
of-the-art museum will facil-
itate the display of more

entity ]I (HEBEI) Iron and Steel
Investment Company Limited,
Hong Kong (formerly known
as Mallikarjun Shipping (HK)
Ltd.), instead of being sent
directly to the ultimate buyers
in China, thereby “concealing
and laundering” the proceeds
of crime, it said.

Sail maintained several
foreign bank accounts through
his foreign entity in Standard
Chartered Bank (Hong Kong)
and in Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China
(Asia) (ICBC Bank), Hong Kong,
the ED probe found. The leg-
islator’s assets worth 221 crore
were also attached by the ED
early this month.

Congress ignored tribal
community’s struggle: PM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ahemdabad

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
tribal community’s contri-
bution to the country’s
freedom struggle was sig-
nificant, but the Congress
did not acknowledge the
same and neglected
the community during its
60-year rule.

The contribution of tribal
freedom fighters was
ignored so that the credit
could be given to a “few
families”, he said, speaking
at a large gathering at
Dediapada town in
Gujarat’s Narmada district
to mark the birth anniver-
sary of tribal icon Bhagwan
Birsa Munda on Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas.

Before his speech,
the prime minister
inaugurated or laid the
foundation stone of infra-
structure and development
projects costing more than
9,700 crore.

“Whenever the nation’s
honor, self-respect and
freedom were concerned,
our tribal community stood
at the forefront. Our
freedom struggle is the
greatest example of this.
Numerous freedom fighters
emerged from the tribal

such rare artefacts borrowed
from museums across the
world, he added.

“The Vrindavani Vastra
will be displayed in
Guwahati and we will also
try to display it in other
cities of India so that more
people become aware of it,”
the Chief Minister said.

The piece of textile was
routed out of Assam through
Tibet, with major fragments
of it ending up in display in
London and Paris museums,
with some parts also in
Boston and Los Angeles
museums, Sarma said. Chief
Minister said that it will be
the first time that
the Vrindavani Vastra will
be brought to Assam in at
least over a century, with
many generations of
Assamese people missing
on the opportunity to view
it first-hand.

Later, in an X post, he

community and they
carried forward the torch of
freedom,” Modi said.

Citing the tribal freedom
fighters such as Govind
Guru, Rupsingh Nayak and
Motilal Tejawat from
Gujarat, the PM said count-
less chapters of the
freedom struggle are filled
with examples of manifes-
tation of tribal pride and
bravery. The tribal com-
munity shed its blood for
freedom, but its contribu-
tion was “ignored” so that
the credit could be given to
a “few families”, Modi
claimed. “We cannot
forget the contribution
of tribal communities in
the freedom movement,
and this work (of
recognising the same)
should have been done
after Independence. Butin
the pursuit of giving credit
for independence to a
few families, the sacrifices
of my tribal brothers
and sisters were ignored,”
he said.

Due to this attitude, no
one remembered Bhagwan
Birsa Munda before 2014,
Modi added. Family
members of Birsa Munda
were with him on stage,
and he was the first prime
minister to visit Munda’s
house, he informed.

Pact with British Museum to borrow Vrindavani Vastra: Himanta

said, “Vrindavani Vastra is a
timeless masterpiece, woven
with devotion and the spirit
of Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardev, a sacred textile
that brings Vaishnava
culture alive through its
divine craftsmanship. Our
Government has begun the
process to bring this his-
toric treasure back to Assam,
where it truly belongs.”
The Vrindavani Vastra was
created under the guidance
of Srimanta Sankardeva,
depicting scenes from the
life of Lord Krishna, at the
request of Koch king Nara
Narayan and also has a part
of a poem written by him.
The exhibit, acquired in
1904 from Tibet by the British
Museum, is nine-and-half-
metres-long and is made up
of several pieces of silk
drapes and originally fea-
tured 15 separate pieces that
were later assembled.
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Trump to meet

Saudi prince

It's not an official state
visit, but the White House
is preparing to host Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman next week
with the pomp and
circumstance that is
typical of one. The crown
prince's day at the White
House next Tuesday will
begin with an arrival
ceremony on the
sweeping South Lawn and
a subsequent greeting on
the South Portico,
according to a senior
White House official. Then
Trump will host him in the
Oval Office for a bilateral
meeting, followed by a
signing and lunch in the
Cabinet Room where the
US and Saudi Arabia will
formalise multiple
economic and defence
agreements, said the
official, granted
anonymity to discuss the
administration's
planning. Later in the
evening, the White House
will hold an East Room
dinner hosted and
planned by first lady
Melania Trump.

Tehran confirms
tanker seizure

Iran on Saturday
confirmed seizure of a
Marshall Islands-flagged
oil tanker as it travelled
through the narrow Strait
of Hormuz over violations
including carrying an
illegal consignment, State
media reported. A report
by the official Irna news
agency carried a
statement by the
Revolutionary Guard that
said the tanker was taken
to Iranian waters. It did
not elaborate on the
“illegal consignment," the
crew or say where the ship
was now heading. It said
the seizure came
following a court order
and the operation was
aimed at “protecting Iran's
national interests.” It
identified the oil tanker as
the Talara and said it was
carrying 30,000 tons of
petrochemical products.
Tehran has been
increasingly warning it
could strike back after a
12-day war with Israel in
June that saw the US
strike nuclear sites.

US urges UN to approve Gaza plan

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M United Nations

The United States stepped up
calls for UN Consensus on its
plan for Gaza as Russia circu-
lated a rival proposal that
would strip out reference to
a transitional authority
meant to be headed by
President Donald Trump and
asks the United Nations to
lay out options for an inter-
national stabilization force.

The United States and
eight countries that have
played a role in reaching
the fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas after more
than two years of war in
Gaza urged “swift adoption”
of the latest US Draft resolu-
tion by the 15-member UN
Security Council. Just one of
the eight is on the
council — Pakistan.

The joint statement with
Qatar, Egypt, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Jordan
and Turkey came after the
US Faced objections this
week and made changes
to its UN Proposal to include
more defined language on
Palestinian self-determina-
tion, according to a UN
Diplomat briefed on the
matter who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
the negotiations.

The latest US Draft and
the Russian proposal are
both expected to be put up
for a vote early next week,
the diplomat said, adding
that the American plan
could garner the nine votes
needed to pass, with Russia
and China likely abstaining
instead of using their vetoes.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said Trump’s

ceasefire plan “is the best
path to peace in the Middle
East” and said the US
Resolution will enable the
effort to move forward.

The US Resolution endors-
es Trump’s 20-point cease-
fire plan, which calls for a
yet-to-be-established Board
of Peace as a transitional
authority that he would
head. It also would autho-
rise an international stabi-
lization force in Gaza with a
wide mandate, including
overseeing the borders, pro-
viding security and demili-
tarizing the territory.

Arab and other countries
that have expressed interest
in participating in the stabi-
lization force have indicat-
ed that such a mandate is
necessary for them to con-
tribute troops. After facing
objections from some UN

Security Council members
that the resolution didn’t
envision a future indepen-
dent Palestinian state, the
US Made revisions.

It now says that after
reforms to the Palestinian
Authority are “faithfully
carried out and Gaza rede-
velopment has advanced,
the conditions may be in
place for a credible pathway
to Palestinian self-determi-
nation and statehood.”

Russia’s rival draft resolu-
tion, obtained Friday by The
Associated Press, includes
stronger language support-
ing Palestinian statehood
alongside Israel and
stressing that the West Bank
and Gaza must be joined
as a state under the
Palestinian Authority.

Russia’s UN Mission said
in a statement that it took

MATIONS UNIES

the step because the UN
Security Council, which is
responsible for maintain-
ing international peace and
security, “should be given a
rightful role and the neces-
sary tools to ensure
accountability and control.”

Russia said council reso-
lutions also are supposed to
reaffirm fundamental deci-
sions, “first and foremost
the two-state solution for
the Israeli-Palestinian settle-
ment.” Russia said those
provisions were not in the
US Draft, so it circulated its
own text whose objective is
“to amend the US Concept
and bring it into conformi-
ty” with previous council
decisions.

“We would like to stress
that our document does
not contradict the American
initiative,” the Russian

UMNITED NATIONS

mission said. “On the con-
trary, it notes the tireless
efforts by the mediators -
the United States,
Qatar, Egypt, and Turkey —
without which the long-
awaited ceasefire and the
release of hostages and
detainees would have
been impossible.”

Russia said it also wel-
comes provisions of Trump’s
plan that brought about the
ceasefire, release of
hostages and detainees,
exchange of bodies and
resumption of humanitari-
an access and aid deliveries.

On Thursday, the US
Mission to the United
Nations warned in a state-
ment that “attempts to sow
discord” have “grave,
tangible and entirely avoid-
able consequences for
Palestinians in Gaza.

Haitian police kill 7 in gang shootout, destroy helicopter

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Port-au-prince

Police in Haiti clashed with
gangs on Thursday night in
an operation that killed
seven gang members and
led police to destroy a heli-
copter after a forced landing,
authorities said.

In an operation in the
Croix des Bouquets area on
the outskirts of capital Port-
au-Prince, a helicopter had
a “suspected malfunction”
and had to make an emer-
gency landing, according to
a statement from Haitian
National Police (PNH) pub-
lished on Facebook. The
officers are safe but torched
the helicopter so gangs

Lahore High Court judge resigns protesting
constitutional amendment 1n Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lahore

Judicial crisis in Pakistan
deepened on Saturday with
asenior judge of Lahore High
Court following suit of two
Supreme Court judges who
resigned protesting the
“assault on the constitution
and judiciary” through a new
constitutional amendment.

Under the amended legis-
lation, a Federal
Constitutional Court (FCC)
was set up to deal with
matters related to the
Constitution, while the exist-
ing Supreme Court would
deal only with traditional
civil and criminal cases.

The 27th Constitutional
Amendment will also allow
Army Chief General Asim
Munir to stay in office till 2030
as Chief of Defense Forces
(CDF). Lahore High Court
(LHC) Justice Shams

Mehmood Mirza tendered
his resignation becoming the
first judge to resign from any
high court after the con-
tentious amendment was
enacted into law.

Justice Mirza was due to
superannuate on March 6,
2028. He is the brother-in-law
of former Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Secretary

General Advocate Salman
Akram Raja. On Thursday,
Supreme Court senior judges
- Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice Athar
Minallah - hung up their robes
hours after President Asif Ali
Zarddari approved the 27th
Amendment, describing the
step as an affront to the judi-
ciary and the 1973
Constitution. Justice Mansoor

Ali Shah described the
amendment as a “grave
assault on the Constitution”
and said the 27th
Amendment dismantled the
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
subjugated the judiciary to
executive control and struck
at the very heart of our con-
stitutional democracy.

Under the 27th amend-
ment, the Federal
Constitutional Court (FCC)
has been established. The
resigning judges are of the
view that the FCC has
dethroned the Supreme
Court as the country’s highest
judicial forum.

The FCC will now deal with
crucial constitutional matters
and its decisions will be
binding on all courts, includ-
ing the Supreme Court itself.
Under the new Article 189, the
Supreme Court would be
downgraded to the apex
court for civil.

Rocket attack in Syria’s

Capital wounds one
ASSOCIATED PRESS M Damascus

Rockets were fired at a home in Syria's Capital on Friday
night, wounding one person and causing damage. It wasn't
immediately clear who was behind the rocket attack in
Damascus' western neighborhood of Mazzeh 86. State
television reported that one woman was wounded in the
blast, which was caused by an attack by “unknown
assailants,” adding that security forces were investigating.
State news agency SANA said that one woman was wounded
in the on Friday night explosion and that the blast was
caused by rockets that were fired from a mobile launcher.
Explosions aren't uncommon in the Syrian Capital, but have
decreased in recent months. Since the fall of President Bashar
Assad's Government in December last year by insurgents who
took over his seat of power in the Capital.

could not recover it for their
use, the police said.

Earlier Friday, social
media videos showed gang
members celebrating
next to the wreckage
of the helicopter.

Seven gang members
were killed, according to
PNH Spokesman Garry
Desrosiers. Police also
recovered a Barrett semi-
automatic anti-materiel rifle
that was used in the shoot
out, which is a “high capac-
ity” weapon that is “often
used to terrorize the civilian
population,” police said.
The Croix des Bouquets area
is controlled by the Viv
Ansanm, which means
“Living Together,” a power-

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Washington

ful gang coalition that has
been designated by the
United States as a foreign
terrorist organisation.

Criminal groups have
expanded their control in
Haiti in recent years and
now control 90 per
cent of the capital. Gang vio-
lence has also displaced a
record 1.4 million people,
according to the UN
International Organization
for Migration.

The UN Has backed a
mission led by Kenyan
police to combat gangs in
Haiti, but the mission
has been mired with criti-
cism, including that it has
been understaffed
and underfunded.

President Donald Trump said
on Friday that he had suc-
cessfully eased hostilities
between Cambodia and
Thailand, saying that he had
been able to preserve a pre-
vious, US-brokered cease-
fire that had appeared to be
breaking down.

“l stopped a war just
today,” Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One as he
flew to his Mar-a-Lago estate
in Florida for the weekend.

He said his actions were
made possible by his willing-
ness to impose steep tariffs
on countries around the
world, which he has argued
gives the US great leverage
on trade and diplomatic
leverage. The president said
he’d spoken to the Prime
Ministers of both countries
by phone and now, “They’re
doing great. They were not
doing great.” He said the
conversations left him

US to probe Epstein’s
ties to Clinton: Bondi

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Bl New York

Acceding to President Donald
Trump’s demands, US Attorney
General Pam Bondi said on
Friday that she has ordered a
top federal prosecutor to inves-
tigate sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein’s ties to Trump politi-
cal foes, including former
President Bill Clinton.

Bondi posted on X that she
was assigning Manhattan US
Attorney Jay Clayton to lead
the probe, capping an event-
ful week in which congression-
al Republicans released nearly
23,000 pages of documents
from Epstein’s estate and
House Democrats seized on
emails mentioning Trump.

Trump, who was friends
with Epstein for years, didn’t
explain what supposed crimes
he wanted the Justice
Department to investigate.

None of the men he men-
tioned in a social media post
demanding the probe has
been accused of sexual mis-
conduct by any of
Epstein’s victims.

Hours before Bondi’s
announcement, Trump posted
on his Truth Social platform
that he would ask her, the
Justice Department and the FBI
to investigate Epstein’s
“involvement and relation-
ship” with Clinton and
others, including former
Treasury Secretary Larry
Summers and LinkedIn
founder and Democratic
donor Reid Hoffman.

Trump, calling the matter
“the Epstein Hoax, involving
Democrats, not Republicans,”
said the investigation should
also include financial giant
JPMorgan Chase, which provid-
ed banking services to Epstein,
and “many other people
and institutions.”

“This is another Russia,
Russia, Russia Scam, with all
arrows pointing to the
Democrats,” the Republican
president wrote, referring to

President Donald Trump speaking to reporters on Air Force One AP

believing, “I think they’re
going to be fine.”
Territorial disputes over
exactly where the border
lies between the Southeast
Asian neighbors led to five
days of armed conflictin late
July that killed dozens of
soldiers and civilians.
Trump threatened to with-
hold trade privileges from
the two countries unless
they stopped fighting,
helping to broker a tempo-
rary halt to the conflict. The
pact was then reaffirmed in
greater detail last month,

when Trump attended an
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations summit
meeting in Malaysia.

The ceasefire seemed on
the verge of falling apart
this week, however, when
Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet said a villager
was killed after shooting
broke out along his country’s
border with Thailand.

Manet said one civilian
was killed and three others
wounded when Thai troops
opened fire on civilians resid-
ing in the area of Prey Chan

special counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation of
alleged Russian interference
in Trump’s 2016 election
victory over Bill Clinton’s wife,
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton.

Trump, Bill Clinton,
Summers and Hoffman were
all mentioned in the docu-
ments released this week —a
collection of emails Epstein
exchanged with friends and
business associates, news arti-
cles, book excerpts, legal
papers and other material.

Epstein kept in touch with
Summers and Hoffman via
email, according to the docu-
ments, and wrote to other
people about Trump and
Clinton being in his company
atvarious times over the years
- though nothing in the mes-
sages suggested any wrongdo-
ing on the men’s part.

Clinton has acknowledged
traveling on Epstein’s private
jet but has said through a
spokesperson that he had no
knowledge of the late
financier’s crimes. Neither
Clinton nor Trump have been
accused of wrongdoing by
any of the women who say
Epstein abused them.
Summers, who served in
Clinton’s cabinet and is a
former Harvard University
president, previously saidina
statement that he has “great
regrets in my life” and that “my
association with Epstein was
a major error of judgement.”

Message seeking comment
were left for Hoffman through
his investment firm, Greylock,
and with a spokesperson for
JPMorgan Chase. After Epstein’s
sex trafficking arrest in 2019,
Hoffman said he’d only had a
few interactions with Epstein,
all related to his fundraising for
MIT’s Media Lab. He neverthe-
less apologized, saying that “by
agreeing to participate in any
fundraising activity where
Epstein was present, | helped
to repair his reputation and
perpetuate injustice.”

Trump takes credit for halting Cambodia-Thailand clashes

in Cambodia’s northwest-
ern province of Banteay
Meanchey. The same village
was the site of a violent but
not lethal confrontation in
September between Thai
security personnel and
Cambodian villagers.

The Thai military said that
the latest incident began
when Cambodian soldiers
allegedly fired into a dis-
trict in Thailand’s eastern
province of Sa Kaeo. No Thai
casualties were reported.

Thailand and Cambodia
have a history of enmity
going back centuries, when
they were warring empires.
Their competing territorial
claims stem largely from a
1907 map drawn when
Cambodia was under French
colonial rule, which Thailand
has argued is inaccurate.

The ceasefire does not
spell out a path to resolve
the underlying basis of the
dispute, the longstanding
differences over where the
border should run.

Japan protests China’s travel
advisory over Taiwan remarks

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Beijing

Japan raised objections on Saturday after China advised its
citizens to avoid visiting Japan, as a feud over the new
Japanese leader’s remarks on Taiwan showed no signs of
dying down. The Government in Tokyo lodged a protest and
its top spokesperson, Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara,
urged China to take "appropriate measures,” Japan's Kyodo
News Service reported. China advised its citizens on friday to
refrain from travelling to Japan in the near future. It cited
earlier attacks against Chinese in Japan and what it called
PMSanae Takaichi’s “erroneous remarks” on Taiwan, which it
said undermined the atmosphere for China-Japan exchange.
Kihara told reporters that it is precisely because of the
differences between the two Governments that multilayered
communication is essential, a Kyodo report said.
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Jaishankar chairs conference of Indian envoys

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New York

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar reviewed bilat-
eral ties between
Washington and New Delhi
and support for diaspora
activities at a conference of
India’s Consuls General in the
US convened.

“Reviewed our bilateral
ties and support for diaspo-
ra activities. Appreciate the
commitment and efforts of
our Embassy & Consulates to
strengthening the India-US
partnership,” Jaishankar said
in a post on social media.

Jaishankar “chaired the
Consul Generals Conference”
held Friday at the Consulate
General of India in New York
that was attended by Indian
Ambassador to the US Vinay
Kwatra, Deputy Chief of
Mission in the Indian
Embassy in Washington DC
Namgya Khampa as well as
all the envoys heading the
Indian Consulates in Atlanta,
Boston, Chicago, Houston,
Los Angeles, New York, San
Francisco and Seattle.

The Indian Consulate in
New York, led by Consul
General Binaya Pradhan, said
in a post on X that it was
“honoured” to welcome
Jaishankar at the Consulate
premises. “His vision, guid-

M23 rebels,
backed by
Rwanda, sign
Congo peace

framework
ASSOCIATED PRESS W Goma

Congo and Rwanda-backed
rebel group M23 on Saturday
signed a framework agree-
ment for a peace deal to end
decades-long fighting in
eastern Congo, but tensions
between the two sides remain.
The agreement, which was
signed in Doha after mediation
by Qatar, is not yet a final
peace deal, but rather a frame-
work outlining the protocols
and timeline for future discus-
sions, the head of the M23 del-
egation, Benjamin Mbonimpa,
said in a video posted on X.

Mbonimpa said the frame-
work agreement includes
eight protocols that address
the root causes’ of the conflict
and that will be discussed in
the coming weeks. He did not
give further details.

“There will be neither any
change in the situation on
the ground nor any activity
whatsoever until the protocols
are debated, negotiated and
discussed one by one and a
final peace agreement is
reached,” the head of M23’s
delegation said.

Akey objective of the frame-
work agreement is the joint
management of the rebel-
held areas by the Congolese
Government and M23, a
spokesperson for the rebels,
Lawrence Kanyuka, told.

Backed by neighbouring
Rwanda, M23 is the most
prominent of more than 100
armed groups fighting for
control in Congo.

The UN has called the con-
flict “one of the most pro-
tracted, complex, serious
humanitarian crises on Earth.”
In a major escalation of the
decade-long conflict, earlier
this year the rebels seized
Goma and Bukavu, two key
cities in eastern Congo.

Qatar has hosted multiple
rounds of talks since
April between the Congolese
Government and the rebels,
mainly to set preconditions
for a peace deal and agree
on confidence-building steps,
but both sides still accuse
each other of dragging out
the conflict.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a Consul Generals Conference in New York

AP

ance & leadership strength-
en our commitment to work
for the India-USA partner-
ship,” the Consulate said.

A day earlier, Jaishankar
had met United Nations
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres in the UN
Headquarters. Jaishankar
was accompanied by India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador P
Harish, Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Yojna Patel and
officials from the Permanent
Mission of India to the UN.

“Good to meet with UNSG
@antonioguterres in New
York today. Valued his
assessment of the current
global order and its implica-
tions for multilateralism.
Also appreciated his per-
spectives on various region-
al hotspots,” Jaishankar had
said in a post on social
media Thursday.

Jaishankar said he
thanked Guterres “for clear
and consistent support for
India’s growth and develop-
ment” and he looks forward
to welcoming the UN Chief
in India.Jaishankar was in
Canada for the G7 Foreign
Ministers Meeting where he
had met US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and held
bilateral meetings with
other global counterparts.

India urges UNSC to adopt greater transparency

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M United Nations

India has called for “greater
transparency” in the func-
tioning of the subsidiary
organs of the UN Security
Council, citing the “obscure”
manner in which requests to
designate entities and indi-
viduals are rejected.

Addressing the UNSC
open debate on Working
Methods on Friday , India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish said
that the Security Council is
central in the UN architec-
ture as the principal organ
thatis primarily tasked with
the responsibility of mainte-
nance of international peace
and security.

“As a UN organ whose
sphere of functions covers a
range of areas, but member-
ship limited to only 15
members, working methods
of the Security Council are
critical to its credibility, effi-
cacy, efficiency and trans-
parency. This gains particu-
lar salience in a world beset

UN Ambassador Parvathaneni Harish

with multiple crises and
facing numerous chal-
lenges,” Harish added.

He underscored the need
for greater transparency in
the functioning of the sub-
sidiary organs.

“A case in point is the
manner in which listing
requests are rejected. Unlike
de-listing decisions, these
aredone in arather obscure
manner, with member
states that are not on the
Council not being privy to
details,” he said.

Harish also pointed out
that chairs and pen-holder-
ships of the Council’s com-

mittees and subsidiary
organs are privileges that
come with major responsi-
bilities. “Discussions in the
Council on distribution of
Chairs and pen-holderships
must prevent Council
members with vested inter-
ests from being accorded
these privileges. Obvious
and outright conflicts of
interest can have no place in
the Council,” he said.
Calling for reform of the
powerful 15-nation UN
organ, Harish said “the
overall endeavour needs to
be on redesigning the eight-
decade-old architecture to

Trump to proceed with legal action
against BBC despite apology

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

US President Donald Trump
has declared that he intends
to proceed with legal action
against the BBC despite the
British public service broad-
caster apologising to him for
the way his speech was
edited for one of its news doc-
umentaries aired last year.
“we’ll sue them. We’ll sue
them for anywhere between
a billion and 5 billion dollars,
probably sometime next
week,” Trump told reporters
on Air Force One overnight
on Saturday. “We have to do
it, they've even admitted
that they cheated. Not that
they couldn’t have notdone
that. They cheated. They
changed the words coming
out of my mouth,” he said.
The row follows an intense
period for the British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC), resulting in the resig-

m “We’ll sue them. We’'ll sue them for
anywhere between a billion and 5 billion
dollars, probably sometime next week

nation of top officials and an
apology for an “error of judg-
ment” from its Indian-origin
chair, Samir Shah.

On Thursday, the BBC said
the edit of Trump’s January
6,2021, speech had uninten-
tionally given “the mistaken
impression that President
Trump had made a direct call
forviolent action” and said it
would not be broadcast
again. Trump had threat-
ened to sue the broadcaster
for $1 billion in damages
unless the corporation
issued a retraction, apology
and paid him compensa-
tion. Over 50 minutes later
in the speech, he said: “And
we fight. We fight like hell.”
However, the programme

— DONALD TRUMP, US PRESIDENT

showed him saying: “We’re
going to walk down to the
Capitol. And I'll be there with
you. And we fight. We fight
like hell.” Controversy
around how Trump’s speech
was edited has led to the res-
ignations of BBC director
general Tim Davie and head
of news Deborah Turness.

“We accept that our edit
unintentionally created the
impression that we were
showing a single continuous
section of the speech, rather
than excerpts from
different points in the speech
and that this gave the mistak-
en impression that Trump
had made a direct call for
violent action,” a BBC state-
ment stated.

Over 1,000 arrested in Sri
Lanka’s anti-drug crackdown
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Colombo

Over 1,000 people have been arrested for drugs related
offenses during a special ongoing police operation in Sri
Lanka, police said on Saturday. Sri Lankan police also
seized contraband during the operation under the mission,
‘A Nation United,’ on Friday. President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake on October 30 had launched the ‘A Nation
United' mission describing it as the biggest public
movement against harmful drugs. “The police operation
conducted yesterday saw the arrest of 1,056 people aimed
at curbing the drugs supply network, reducing demand,
expanding the anti-narcotics operations, and rehabilitating
the drug addicts,” a release said. At least 39 of the suspects
were placed under detention orders and 53 others were
sent for rehabilitation, police said.

make the United Nations
Security Council fit-for-
purpose, equipped to meet
the ongoing and future chal-
lenges and discharge its
functions purposefully.”

He stressed the expan-
sion in both permanent and
non-permanent categories
of the Council membership
with adequate representa-
tion for under-represented
and non-represented geo-
graphies, through text-based
negotiations in a time-
bound manner. India also
called for greater coordina-
tion of the Council with
other UN organs, particular-
ly the General Assembly.

“A useful tool in this
regard is the discussion of
the annual United Nations
Security Council report in
GA. However, this must not
be treated as a mere proce-
dural exercise. The report
must be more than a record
of the Council proceedings
and meetings during the
year,” he said.

Matters on which the
Council is seized are also to
be reviewed from time to

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Kyiv

time based on their rele-
vance and utility, he said.
India reiterated its call to
make the annual United
Nations Security Council
report analytical in nature.

On peacekeeping, Harish
said that as the largest
cumulative troop contribu-
tor, India stresses the need
for factoring in the inputs of
the Troop Contributing
Countries and Police
Contributing Countries for
better implementation of
peacekeeping mandates.

“Continuation of man-
dates that have outlived
their utility for narrow polit-
ical interests of certain states
must not be allowed.

This continued existence
in a resource-constrained
scenario is a drain on the UN
and member States,” he
said. At a time when
member States are striving
for greater streamlining and
better rationalisation under
the UN 80 framework,
Harish urged the Council to
undertake necessary mea-
sures on this front to bring
about sunset clauses.

Before the revelation of a
multi-million dollar embez-
zlement and kickbacks
scandal involving Ukraine’s
State nuclear energy
company brought his name
to the forefront, Tymur
Mindich was a shadowy
presence — navigating deals
and moving behind the
scenes with unseen influ-
ence, known to many, yet
rarely spoken of.

Mindich was linked to
growing fears over his
expanding influence within
the country’s lucrative indus-
tries, his access facilitated by
his ties to President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. The
two were once business
partners and Mindich’s influ-
ence had expanded under
Zelenskyy’s tenure.

The full extent of that
influence was exposed this
week when Ukraine’s anti-
corruption watchdogs
released the findings of a 15-

month investigation into a
$100 million embezzlement
scheme involving top offi-
cials and Ukraine’s state
nuclear power company,
accusing Mindich of being
the mastermind behind the
plot. Mindich has fled the
country, with any criminal
proceedings against him
likely to be carried out in
absentia. Two  top
Government ministers
have resigned. Ukrainian

Sri Lanka forms panel to
review poll framework

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Colombo

A parliamentary select
committee will be appointed
to review the legal position on
holding elections for nine
provincial councils, the Sri
Lankan Government
announced on Saturday.

The provincial elections
have not been held since
2018 due to the want of
resolving legal snags since the
attempt to reform the electoral
system. Leader of the House
and senior minister Bimal
Ratnayake told parliament
that the committee would
look at ways to hold the
election sooner.The
parliament did not appoint
the delimitation committee
needed for reforms - to switch
from the existing system of
proportional representation to

a mixed system. A decision
has to be taken and
parliament must vote to stay
with the existing system as
desired by most parties.

An elected provincial
council for each of the nine
provinces was introduced as a
result of direct intervention by
the then Indian Government
under Rajiv Gandhi to broker a
settlement to the Tamil
minority demand for political
autonomy. The 1987 Indo-
Lanka Accord prescribed the
system of political power to
the provinces with a merged
council for the north and
east provinces - the areas of
Tamil inhabitation.

India, in recent months, has
publicly called for an early
conduct of the election. The
last elections for the provinces
were conducted in 2013
and 2014.

Pakistan interior minister
visits Wana Cadet College

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Peshawar

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Saturday
visited Wana Cadet College,
which was hit by a suicide
bombing earlier this week that
injured six people. The
minister received a detailed
briefing from tribal elders
about the attack, which took
place on Monday in the restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province's South Waziristan
district, bordering Afghanistan.

officials, experts and activists
contend Mindich’s rise to
power is closely tied to his
privileged relationship with
the president and
Zelenskyy’s inner circle.
“What we were hearing
only as rumours now has
some evidence,” said activist
Tetiana Shevchuk, of
Ukraine’s Anti-Corruption
Action Centre. “For a long
time we have heard that
Tymur Mindich is a shadow

Naqvi said that terrorism in
Pakistan is being “orchestrated
from abroad", and no one will
be allowed to disturb the
country’s peace. He had earlier
said that the attackers were
from Afghanistan. The minister
said that the terrorists who
targeted the Cadet College had
no religion, and attacking
children is against every
principle of humanity.

Six people were injured after
the suicide bomber detonated
explosives at the main gate of
the college.

Zelenskyy’s ex-ally faces graft charges in scandal

controller of the energy
sector.” Until Zelenskyy’s
presidency, Mindich, 46, was
just one among many
wealthy Ukrainian enter-
tainment industry entrepre-
neurs. Mindich was a co-
owner of Zelenskyy’s pro-
duction company Kvartal 95,
named for the comedy
troupe that helped catapult
the Ukrainian president to
fame as a comedian before
he entered politics.

Zelenskyy transferred his
stake in the company to his
partners after he was
elected. Despite expanding
his business portfolio since
Zelenskyy's election, Mindich
maintained ties to the enter-
tainment world. Until the
corruption probe was
exposed this week, he was a
producer of the comedy
show “Stadium Family”
on YouTube.

In light of the scandal and
his tarnished reputation, the
show’s owners shut it down
this week.

Five militants killed in
gunfight with police clash

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Peshawar

At least five militants were killed in an exchange of fire with
the police in Pakistan’s restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
on Saturday, officials said. The gunfight took place when
around 25 to 30 militants stormed a seminary in the Sheikh
Landak and Takhti Khel areas of the Lakki Marwat district. As
the militants stormed the seminary, residents assisted by the
police cordoned off the area. A fierce exchange of fire
between police personnel and the militants followed, in
which five militants were killed. The remaining militants were
barricaded inside the seminary, a police official said. After
failing to break the cordon, the trapped militants reportedly
requested negotiations. Law enforcement agencies deployed
additional contingents, and authorities maintained a strict
perimeter to prevent any escape attempt.
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Violence is the last
refuge of the
incompetent.

— Isaac Asimov

The blast near the heart of the national capital underscores a stark reality: the face of terrorism in India is evolving faster than our traditional frameworks for
detecting and preventing it. As investigators trace threads stretching from the capital to hinterland safehouses, one thing is certain — the country must
confront a threat that is adapting, mutating, and embedding itself in ways that demand an equally agile and coordinated response

Red Fort blast: The war
that 1sn’t over ye

The powerful blast near Delhi’s Red Fort
on Monday night, which killed more
than ten people and injured several
others, has once again reminded the
nation that India’s war against terror-
ismis far from over. Only months after
India’s Operation Sindoor —which I had
earlier described as the semi-finale in
the country’s fight against cross-border
terror — this attack stands as a grim con-
firmation that the battle has merely
entered a new phase. It underscores
that the enemy, though weakened,
remains capable of striking at the
heart of the nation.

What makes this attack even more
alarming is the meticulous planning
behind it. Just hours before the explo-
sion, the Jammu and Kashmir Police,
along with the Haryana Police, discov-
ered nearly 3,000 kilograms of explo-
sives hidden in two residential buildings
in Faridabad. Among the materials
seized was 350 kilograms of ammoni-
um nitrate — a fertiliser that can
easily be turned into a deadly bomb.
This discovery likely prevented an even
greater tragedy.

Terror Takes a New Face

The involvement of doctors in this act
of terrorism is deeply unsettling. For a
long time, terrorists were often per-
ceived as uneducated or misguided
young men, easily influenced by
extremist ideologies. But this case tells
a different story. It reveals that radical-
isation is no longer confined to vulner-
able or impoverished communities; it
is seeping into universities, hospitals,
and classrooms. From the margins to
the educated elite, radicalisation now
hides within digital platforms, profes-
sional institutions, and research labo-
ratories that appear respectable and
benign on the surface.

Today, threats no longer emerge
from borders alone. The danger festers
within cities, in covert cells that blend
seamlessly into everyday life.
Traditionally reliant on weapon smug-
gling, these networks have shifted to
chemical sourcing and now operate
with alarming sophistication, exploit-
ing loopholes in enforcement and
oversight.

Itis a chilling reminder of how terror-
ism is evolving-using online networks,
encrypted communication, and subtle
propaganda to influence minds across
all sections of society.

The trail leading to the Red Fort blast
began on October 27, when Jaish-e-
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Mohammed posters
suddenly appeared in
Srinagar. CCTV
footage helped police
identify Dr Adil Rather,
who was later
arrested in
Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. A search
of his locker at
the Government
Medical College
in Anantnag
revealed an
assault rifle. .

His interroga- %
tion led police to 'E ‘(ﬂ“mﬂ“
a cache of explo-
sives in Faridabad,
exposing how widely
the network had spread
— from Kashmir to the
National Capital Region.
The investigation also
revealed that the
network was not con-
fined to India; it had
cross-border links.
Another accused, Dr
Muzammil Shakeel, a
teacher at Al Falah University, was
arrested soon after. The involvement of
such educated individuals demon-
strates how organised and deeply
rooted this web of radicalisation has
become. Preliminary findings suggest
that another suspect, Umar
Mohammed, was driving the explosive-
laden car.

Some of his remains have been
recovered, and the Delhi Police are con-
ducting DNA tests to confirm his iden-
tity. According to officials, the suspect-
ed suicide bomber entered Delhi and
parked the vehicle near a mosque. CCTV
footage shows that he never stepped
out of the car, possibly waiting for
instructions or for his intended target.
Investigators believe the Faridabad
arrests may have caused panic within
the group.

Feeling trapped, Umar Mohammed
may have detonated the bomb in des-
peration. His handler, fearing exposure,
could have convinced him to proceed
with a suicide attack rather than be cap-
tured alive. It is a disturbing illustration
of how extremist groups manipulate
educated minds, making them believe
that shahadat (martyrdom) is a noble
act-even when it stems from fear, con-
fusion, and coercion.
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Pak Hand Behind
the Curtain )
Once again, the trail
points to Pakistan.
Intelligence reports
suggest that Pakistan’s
Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) has
been working to bring
together terror groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and the Islamic
State Khorasan Province (ISKP). This col-
laboration aims to revive militant activ-
ities in India and spread unrest beyond
Jammu and Kashmir. The timing of the
blast indicates that it may have been an
act of revenge for Operation Sindoor,
India’s recent counterterror mission
that disrupted key militant networks
and eliminated several top operatives.
Operation Sindoor demonstrated
India’s growing strength in intelli-
gence, coordination, and precision
warfare-making this blast appear to be
a desperate retaliatory strike.
Pakistan’s renewed aggression also
seems linked to shifting global politics.
Recently, it has sought to rebuild ties with
the United States by leveraging its strate-
gic position in Central Asia. History
shows that each time Pakistan gains inter-
national attention or support, it often uses
the opportunity to provoke India through
acts of terror. However, India today is not
the India of the past. Its response to ter-
rorism is no longer slow or defensive.
Operation Sindoor itself proved that
India is willing and prepared to act with
confidence and precision. Yet, the Red
Fort blast highlights that terrorists too
have adapted-operating through smaller,
scattered cells that blend into normal life,
making detection increasingly difficult.
CONTINUED ON >> PlI

The recent arrests of terror- #
ists and the seizure of huge ¢

caches of explosives and i

detonators from Faridabad,
along with the blast in Delhi
where even educated indi-
viduals such as doctors were
found involved, have once
again brought to light the
critical role of money in sus-
taining terrorism. Terrorism
cannot exist without funds.
Every act of terror-whether a lone wolf
attack or a coordinated large-scale
operation-depends on a continuous
flow of money.

Funds are the lifeblood of terrorism.
They are used to procure weapons and
explosives, train recruits, establish com-
munication channels, maintain safe
houses, generate propaganda, and even
support the families of operatives who
die in the line of their so-called "cause."
Without this financial backbone, terror-
ist organisations would crumble.

Over the years, various terrorist
groups-particularly those operating
from Pakistan-have built a sophisticat-
ed and multilayered web of funding
sources. These include the diversion of
charity and Zakat funds, the narcotics
trade, organised crime, counterfeit
currency, hawala networks, and more
recently, the misuse of NGOs and cryp-
tocurrencies. The following sections
explain the main channels through
which terrorism is financed, with refer-
ence to Indian and global experiences.

Diversion of Charity

Religion and compassion-meant to
serve humanity-are unfortunately
misused by extremist organisations to
fund terror. One of the five pillars of
Islam, Zakat, obliges Muslims to donate

KARNA
Retd IPS & F

a part of their
income for the
welfare of the
poor. While mil-
lions of people
contribute sin-
cerely, some
so-called
charitable
bodies divert
these funds
to sponsor
terrorism.
Several
Pakistan-based
organisations
function under
the pretext of
b\ charity but are
¢ fronts for terror
outfits. The Jamaat-
ud-Dawa (JuD), a
front organisation
of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), is a
prominent
example. It collects
donations claiming
to operate hospi-
tals, schools, and
ambulances, but a substantial portion
of the money is diverted to fund train-
ing camps in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), to radicalise youth, and
to procure arms and explosives used in
attacks across India. When JuD came
under international scrutiny, it floated
another front, the Falah-e-Insaniyat
Foundation (FIF), to continue its activ-
ities under a humanitarian disguise.
Similarly, Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
channels money through its so-called
charity arm, the Al-Rahmat Trust (ART),
headed by its chief Maulana Masood
Azhar.

Globally, this pattern is not new. After
the 9/11 attacks, the International
Islamic Relief Organisation (IIRO), now
renamed the International Organisation
for Relief, Welfare and Development,
was found to have branches in
Indonesia and the Philippines that had
worked with Al-Qaeda-linked groups.
Interrogation of a terrorist by Delhi
Police in 1999 revealed that its Pakistan
branch had also financed training
centres for militants.

Extremist groups also invest heavily
in creating madrasas aimed at indoc-
trination rather than education. Many
of these, particularly along the Indo-
Nepal and Indo-Bangladesh borders, are
managed by preachers belonging to the

L SINGH

ormer Director ED

o

The channels of financing
_terror network

hard-line Salafi school of thought.
Under the cover of religious instruction,
they indoctrinate vulnerable youth
and recruit them for extremist causes.

The Golden Crescent

The Golden Crescent, comprising
Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan, remains
one of the world’s largest narcotics-pro-
ducing regions. Vast areas of
Afghanistan are controlled or influenced
by the Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and the
Haqqgani Network. These groups culti-
vate opium and operate laboratories
along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border,
converting opium into heroin.

This heroin is then smuggled through
Pakistan, Iran, and India to Europe,
Africa, and other regions. The profits
from this trade are enormous and are
systematically used to fund terrorist
operations. Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), in partnership with
drug cartels and criminal syndicates,
plays a key role in this narco-terror
network. The impact is twofold-drug
addiction weakens societies, while the
profits fuel cross-border terrorism.

Crime Money and Extortion

Criminal activity is another convenient
source of income for terrorist organisa-
tions. Kidnapping for ransom, extortion,
and protection money rackets are com-
monly used to raise funds. The Indian
Mujahideen (IM) financed its operations
and bombings through ransom money.
Similarly, the Popular Front of India (PFI)
has been raising funds through extortion
and coercive donations collected under
the guise of charity. This fusion between
organised crime and terrorism is referred
to as the crime-terror nexus. Criminal
syndicates provide logistical support and
channels for money laundering, while
terrorists supply manpower and protec-
tion. Such cooperation strengthens both
networks and makes enforcement far
more difficult.

ISI Involvement

State-sponsored terrorism is the most
dangerous and sustained form of terror
financing. Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) has, for decades, acted
as the principal architect, financier, and
facilitator of terrorism against India.
While some funds come directly from
the state’s secret allocations, much of
the money is generated through illicit
activities such as narcotics trade, arms
trafficking, and counterfeit currency.
CONTINUED ON >> PII
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WHAT’S BREWING?

Socialite Kajal Lakhani formally Inaugurated a 9-
day National Silk Expo-2025 at Kalinga Cultural
Center, Banjara Hills. which is organized by
Jagdishwar Hastkala, along with organizer Jayesh
Kumar Gupta. Expo will be on till 23rd Nov 2025.

[ PARTY |

Tooth Wish unveiled its official name, logo
and website at a launch event held at Hyatt
Place, Banjara Hills. marking a major i
milestone on the road to opening Tooth Wish —
2417 Dental Hospital in Nanakramguda,
Hyderabad. The event — hosted by founders
Dr. Sravanthi Ellasiri (Founder & Chairman) and 7
Dr. Ravi Shankar Rathod (Co-founder &
Managing Director) — celebrated the
organisation’s move from concept to public
identity as it prepares to bring hospital-level,
round-the-clock dental care to the city.

| Domestic Glass, led by
Directors Abde Ali and Mustafa,

has officially inaugurated its new

L&Y ste-ofHthe-art showroom at

commitment to premium glass solutions for residential,
commercial, and hospitality spaces. Senior Architects Sunil
Pillai and Madhu Kabra, along with their family members,

Banjara Hills Road No. 12, _ u ‘l_k,_‘ our journey and our vision. ltisa
zoom tower2nd Floor, above : space where clients and designers
HDFC Bank, marking an A o il can experience glass inall its
important milestoneg inthe =5 ——_4, .-5 h creative and functional possibilities.”
companys growth and - e, ! Co-founder Mustafa added,

and Srihita Reddy, Marketing Head,
Domestic Glass, participated in the
launch event. founder Abde Ali
said, “This showroom represents

“Through our partnerships with Technal, Technoraill, and
Canvas, we are bringing global standards and design-driven
systems to Hyderabad and beyond.”

| Photos by- Ch.Vijaya Bhaskar|

Sravani Hospitals proudly unveiled Sravani
Aadyam — Mother & Child Centre, a state-of-
the-art women and child health unit designed

to redefine maternity, neonatal, and surgical

care under one roof. The grand launch was
graced by Chief Guest Ms. Sirisha
Raghavendra, Superintendent of Police,
Intelligence, Telangana, who inaugurated the
centre and lauded the initiative for combining
world-class technology with compassionate,
mother-centric care.

X-TREME
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"Grand Vijayawada by GRT Vijayawada,celebrated a grand
milestone, completing 18 months of its successful journey,
with a spectacular PR party. The event brought together
esteemed business partners and well-wishers, with 120
corporate company officials and invitees in attendance. The
gvening was a grand success, and we are grateful for the

support that has made this journgy possible.
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rains of grace: The culinary soul of
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In the heart of India lies Chhattisgarh, a land
where rivers weave their path through fertile
plains, forests grow in abundance, and fields of
lush green paddy abound. Situated between the
Satpura hills to the north and the dense
Dandakaranya forests to the south, this state
holds within its contours a geography as diverse
as its history and people. The mighty Mahanadi
river and its tributaries irrigate vast fields of grain
that shimmer like gold under the sun, while
plateaus in Bastar and Kanker host a wilder
beauty where the jungle still commands rever-
ence. Formed on November 1,2000, Chhattisgarh
is among India’s younger states, but its roots reach
deep into prehistory, carrying the memory of
ancient tribes, temples, and kingdoms whose
spirit continues to shape its cuisine and culture
to this day. Every grain of bhat (cooked rice), every
rhythmic dance, every flavour of spice here speaks
ofresilience and grace, of a civilisation that lives
in harmony with the earth and its forests.
Archaeological evidence traces human habi-
tation in this region to the Stone and Chalcolithic
ages. The valleys of Mahanadi and Indravati bear
witness to early communities that tamed the
forests, fashioned tools from copper and stone,
and domesticated the land and cattle with quiet
persistence. By the time of the Mauryan Empire
in the 3rd century BCE, this terrain formed part
of the great Dakshinapatha trade route linking
Magadha to the southern kingdoms. Ashokan
inscriptions found in the region record its
administrative integration and religious spread,
while later centuries saw the rise of local dynas-
ties such as the Sharabhapuriyas, Panduvanshis
of Mekala, Kalachuris of Ratanpur, and the
Nagvanshis of Bastar, each adding layers to
Chhattisgarh’s political and cultural identity.
Temples at Sirpur, Rajim, and Bhoramdeo,
adorned with intricate carvings in sandstone,
bear witness to an age when sculpture, devotion,
and urban planning flourished side by side. These
were not merely monuments to faith but
centres of learning and art that nurtured a tra-
dition of aesthetic and spiritual refinement.
The region’s medieval period is marked by con-
tinuity and change. The Kalachuris of Ratanpur
ruled large parts of the region between the 9th
and 14th centuries CE, constructing tanks, step-
wells to preserve water for livelihood and live-
stock, and shrines dedicated to Shiva and
Vishnu. Their influence extended deep into the
plains, encouraged by agrarian prosperity result-
ing in new settlements. Meanwhile, the Bastar
kingdom in the south, ruled by branches of the
Chalukyan and later the Nagvanshi lineages,
developed its own indigenous traditions where
tribal customs of worship, dance and music flour-
ished. When the Delhi Sultanate and later the
Mughals extended nominal control over central
India, Chhattisgarh’s dense forests and fiercely
independent tribes ensured relative autonomy.
It was only under the Marathas in the 18th
century and subsequently the British that the
region was drawn into larger administrative
frameworks. The British mined its mineral-rich
lands and levied forest taxes, disrupting cen-
turies-old ecological balance. Yet the people,
Gonds, Halbas, Kols, Oraons, and countless
others, retained their songs, their rituals, and
their food, continuing to live by their culture and
traditions often built around harvests.
Independence brought self-governance, and the

Crochet becomes power for local women
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creation of the new state in 2000 was
more than a political act. It was the
recognition of a cultural identity long
in the making.

Religion and nature here are insep-
arable. The spiritual landscape of
Chhattisgarh is not confined to temples
or shrines but includes the forests, rivers,
and hills. The Rajiv Lochan Temple at Rajim,
where the Mahanadi, Pairi, and Sondur rivers
converge, is among the most sacred in the state,
symbolising the unity of natural and divine ener-
gies. The Laxman Temple at Sirpur, with its Gupta-
era elegance, continues to attract scholars and
pilgrims alike. Yet alongside these stand groves
dedicated to village deities, Thakur Deo, Mati Mai,
or Bhumka Dev, where offerings are made
beneath sal and mahua trees. Among the tribal
communities of Bastar, the forest itself is the
temple, and the rituals of sowing and harvest are
acts of devotion. The Dandami Maria and Muria
tribes perform dances like the Gaur and Gendi
during festivals, draped in feathers and bells, their
swaying and rhythmic movements imitating the
animals they revere. The celebration of Bastar
Dussehra, spanning seventy-five days, is one of
the longest in the world, not for a god’s victory
but as homage to the goddess Danteshwari, the
presiding spirit of the land. This integration of
faith, nature, and community defines
Chhattisgarh’s character, reflecting not only its
customs but also its cuisine.

Chhattisgarh’s food is an echo of its geogra-
phy, simple, balanced, and deeply rooted in agri-
cultural abundance. The state is often called the
“Rice Bowl of India,” and rightly so. From paddy
fields stretching across Raipur and Bilaspur to
the rain-fed terraces of Bastar, bhat (rice) is both
sustenance and symbol. Meals revolve around
grains and greens, complemented by pulses,
forest produce, and fermented delicacies. The
aroma of freshly steamed bhat mingles with the
tang of imli (tamarind) and the unique flavor of
til (sesame) in kitchens that
blend tribal wisdom with rural
inventiveness. Ingredients are
used whole, ensuring nothing is
wasted, and flavour is built
through slow roasting, sun-
drying, or stone-grinding. Food
here nourishes not just the body
but also the bond between land
and community.

At the heart of a Chhattisgarhi
thali lies bhat, served with dal
(lentils), sabzi (vegetables), and
sides of seasonal produce.
Among the most cherished
staples is chana samosa bhaji,
where spicy chickpeas accompa-

ny crisp
fried pas-
- tries, a
, popular
/ breakfast in
/ the Raipur
~and Bilaspur
- ~ areas. Equally
3 " loved is faraa, a
= steamed chawal
~— (rice)-flour dumpling
stuffed with spiced dal or vegetables, often com-
pared to momo yet uniquely local in flavour.
During summer, bore basi offers relief from the
heat as a cool refreshment. Another summer
variant is a dish made with bhat that is soaked
overnight in water and eaten cold with salt,
pyaaz (onion), and sometimes mattha (butter-
milk). It is simplicity itself, dishes that speak of
thrift and rural wisdom. Angakar roti, made from
coarse chawal flour or jowar (sorghum) and
cooked on a tawa (griddle) or roasted over
embers, pairs well with badi chutney, a paste of
sun-dried lentil cakes crushed with lehsun
(garlic) and mirch (chilli). The result is earthy,
smoky, and deeply satisfying.

In the tribal belts of Bastar and Dantewada,
food becomes an even deeper expression of
identity. Here, mahua flowers represent both sus-
tenance and celebration. Collected at dawn and
dried under the sun, they are used to make
mahua liquor, an amber drink for ritual and gath-
ering, and mahua ladoo sweetened with gur for
festive offerings. Forest produce such as bamboo
shoots, red ants, tendu leaves, imli, and mush-
rooms also find their way into daily meals.
Bamboo shoot curry, known as korma bans, uses
tender shoots boiled to remove bitterness,
then cooked with pyaaz, lehsun, and sarson
(mustard seeds). Chapda chutney, or red ant
chutney, remains the state’s most distinctive del-
icacy. Ants and their eggs are crushed with salt,
mirch, and dhaniya (coriander) to yield a fiery

paste believed to strengthen
immunity. Along the rivers of Bastar and Bilaspur,
sukha machhli (dried fish curry) simmers in
sarson tel (mustard oil) with imli, lehsun, and
mirch, its tangy, smoky flavour recalling evenings
when families gather on mud floors as the
monsoon rains fall outside. In forest villages,
meat is dominant due to the local wildlife. Bhunja
maans (roasted meat) begins with goat or wild
boar and is marinated in crushed lehsun, mirch,
and dhaniya, then roasted slowly over open
flame until its edges char and glisten. A local
favorite, itsaroma mingles with the scent of sal
wood and damp earth.

Closer to the plains, the art of slow cooking finds
its way into Kosha chicken, a stew gently sim-
mered in sarson tel with jeera (cumin), dhaniya,
pyaaz, and a hint of haldi (turmeric). Cooked for
hours in iron pots, the meat softens into a dark,
rich gravy that accompanies bhat or eaten with
angakar roti. Sawji mutton, slow-cooked with kali
mirch (black pepper) and tel (oil) in clay pots,
carries a similar depth of flavour, and is relished
for its depth of taste and nutritional value.
Together these dishes form a living knowledge
system, where flavour, patience, and nourishment
coexist. They reflect the history of the land’s tra-
dition of sustenance shaped by the forests and the
rivers, by the hands that gather, roast, and share,
reminding every diner that in Chhattisgarh, food
is both survival and celebration.

Vegetarian preparations dominate the central
plains, reflecting the agrarian rhythm of life.
Among the most beloved is bafauri, made from
steamed besan (gram flour) dumplings lightly
tossed in sarson tel (mustard oil). Its gentle spice
and soft texture embody Chhattisgarh’s instinct
for balance, where health and taste coexist.
Aamat, a tangy stew of imli and fermented rice
water, turns humble vegetables into comfort.
Simmered slowly until the broth thickens, it is
an ideal accompaniment with bhat and eaten
warm at dusk. These dishes, paired with badi
chutney or angakar roti, capture
the soul of the land, modest yet
nourishing. Every household
guards its balance of flavours: salt
drawn from local wells, mirch
sun-dried on the terrace, and tel
pressed from sarson grown in the
backyard. Pickles of kathal (jack-
fruit), aam (mango), or nimbu
(lime) add a sharp, spicy edge
that keeps the palate alive special-
ly through lean seasons.

Festivals transform food into
celebration. During hareli, which
marks the greening of fields,
women decorate farm tools with
neem leaves and prepare cheela,

Chhattisgarh

thin savoury pancakes of chawal
and urad dal, served with
dhaniya or til chutney. Elders
still recall how cheela was
once cooked on sal leaves
placed over an earthen
griddle, its edges curling in

the monsoon breeze while
children waited nearby.
Teeja celebrates the union of
Lord Shiva and Parvati with
songs and feasts, while pola,
the bull-worship festival, brings
dishes like kodo khichdi and urad
dal pakodi to village tables. The tribal

festival of Madai, held after harvest, fea-
tures communal cooking where grains and
forest meat are shared in open courtyards to the
beat of the madar drum. Sweets like dehrori,
made of chawal and dahi (curd) batter fried and
dipped in sugar syrup, and anarsa, chawal-flour
discs studded with til, accompany rituals and
fairs. In every season, food acts as a bridge
between human labour and divine gratitude,
between the soil tilled and the harvest reaped.

In modern times, Raipur and Bilaspur have
begun to reinterpret the past. Local chefs serve
faraa with spiced dips, bamboo shoot risotto, or
millet ladoos infused with gur and ghee.
Restaurants craft handia mocktails inspired by
tribal fermentation, while bakeries use mahua
honey and sal seeds in desserts. What was once
confined to rural kitchens now finds a place in
city cafés and boutique menus. Yet the essence
remains unchanged. The slow simmering of dal,
the use of sarson tel, and the gentle roasting of
spices on iron pans remind diners that moder-
nity need not erase memory. Chhattisgarh’s
cuisine evolves not by forgetting its roots but by
reinterpreting them.

Beneath this diversity lies a quiet philosophy
of nourishment and sustainability. Cooking here
respects the cycles of nature. Ingredients are sea-
sonal, portions modest, and waste minimal.
Fermentation, drying, and smoking are not new
trends but ancient sciences ensuring nutrition and
preservation. The state’s focus on millets such as
kodo, kutki, and ragi revives crops suited to dry
soils and low water, aligning ancestral wisdom
with modern ecological needs. Forest produce
sustains local economies, with women’s coop-
eratives bottling pickles, spice powders, and
mahua sweets that carry traditional knowledge
into contemporary markets. Government initia-
tives like the Millet Mission and regional food fes-
tivals now celebrate these practices, turning
humble ingredients into symbols of pride.

Preserving this culinary heritage is not merely
about recording recipes. It is about safeguard-
ing an inheritance. The grinding of dal on stone,
the fermentation of chawal in clay pots, and the
offering of the first harvest to deities are acts of
reverence that connect generations. As urban-
isation accelerates and packaged food replaces
hand-ground flour, Chhattisgarh’s kitchens
stand as repositories of ecological intelligence.
They remind us that sustainability is not inno-
vation but inheritance. The task is to keep that
inheritance alive by cooking, sharing, and teach-
ing. For in every grain of bhat lies a story of
patience, in every ladle of curry a fragment of
history, and in every meal, a quiet sense of
belonging. Chhattisgarh’s food, like its people,
embodies quiet strength and enduring grace. It
teaches that simplicity need not mean scarcity,
that flavour can coexist with balance, and that
culture endures not only in ritual butin the art
of nourishment. To eat from this land is to taste
centuries of wisdom shaped by forest, field, and
faith, a tradition that lingers long after the meal
has ended.

(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)

How a Young Woman’s Crocheting Initiative is Weaving
Empowerment in a Himalayan Village

MONIKA MALIK

Nestled amid the whispering pines and
mist-kissed hills of Pangot, a quiet village
near Nainital, something beautiful is
taking shape — not just in the form of del-
icate crochet patterns, but in the
renewed confidence of the women who
create them. Here, threads are not just
intertwined into yarn but into dreams,
dignity, and independence — all thanks
to the vision of a 29-year-old Ridhi.

What began as a humble idea in a
schoolgirl’s mind has today grown into
‘Baini’ — a grassroots enterprise trans-
forming lives, one crochet stitch at a time.
The name Baini, which means “sister” in
Kumaoni, embodies the warmth, unity,
and shared purpose of the women who
are part of this movement.

“I was born and brought up in
Nainital,” Ridhi recalls, her voice reflect-
ing both nostalgia and determination.
“Even as a student, | often saw women
in the mountains carrying bundles of
grass and firewood from forests. I
wanted them to have home-based

livelihood opportunities
a because they don’t have the
luxury of time to

work outside.”

; Years later,
after complet-
ing her
Master’s in
Sustainable

Development from TERI School of
Advanced Studies (TERI SAS), Ridhi found
herself working a 9-to-5 job — until a
new creative pursuit unexpectedly
changed her course. “I picked up cro-
cheting as a side hobby during my job
— a craft I learned from my mother
around that time,” she recalls. “When
my friends began showing interest
in the products I made, I realised
it could become more than
just a pastime.”

In 2022, armed with yarn,
hooks, and hope, Ridhi left
behind the city and
moved to Pangot. There,
she began teaching |
crochet to a small
group of local
women. “Initially, ,
people were scepti- ¥
cal. Some girls were
hesitant to join
because they
didn’t understand
what [ was trying
to do,” she says.
“But when they
saw others
earning and
enjoying the
craft, they
came

forward. That gave me strength.”
Today, Baini has blossomed into a
vibrant collective. Women artisans,
many of whom had never worked for an
income before, now earn between
32,000 and %¥7,000 a month — creating
intricate crochet products ranging from

earrings, flowers, and toys to bags and

sweaters. The group has its own
retail outlet in Pangot and sup-
plies products to cafés and
stores in Nainital, Bhimtal, and
nearby towns.

Every crochet loop, every
handmade petal tells a story -
of resilience, patience, and
purpose. Ridhi has personal-
, ly trained each artisan,
& ensuring not just skill-
, building but confi-
dence-building too.
“I've taught crochet
to all the girls
myself,” she says
with quiet pride.
“Currently, we’re
training 15 more
women in col-
laboration with
Green Hub and
Royal Enfield.
The ideais to
make sure no

woman feels
. she has to
4 leave her
home or
village to
Foi

work.” The initiative has not only
brought financial independence but
also emotional strength to these women
—aquiet revolution of self-belief unfold-
ing one loop at a time. Many of them say
that Baini has changed their lives, allow-
ing them to step out of their homes,
meet new people, and discover their
own worth.

Neha, who has been associated with
Baini for three years now, was visibly shy
when she first joined. Having learned cro-
cheting directly from Ridhi didi, she now
confidently makes earrings, toys, gloves,
and much more — all while managing
her household work. “I am happy to be
a part of Baini,” she says with a smile that
reflects pride as much as gratitude.

Another young woman, who was
earlier confined within the four walls of
her home, shared how her association
with Baini transformed her world. “We
were not allowed to go out of our house
much,” she said softly. “Now | am able
to meet my own expenses. | felt a dif-
ferent kind of association after joining
Baini. I got new employment, and now
I can support myself — something that
wasn’t possible earlier. At home, we are
treated differently now, and I even get
to visit new places,” adds another.

Then there is Divya, who has
been with Baini for four
years. Her journey mirrors
the transformative
power of this

initiative.

“Earlier I used to sitidle at home, doing
nothing and just passing time,” she says.
“But after joining Baini, I can work
from home, earn some money, and I feel
so happy and lucky to be part of it. I've
learned so much here and gained con-
fidence to step out.”
Their stories — humble yet powerful
- mirror the transformative essence of
Baini. Each woman, through her craft,
is weaving her own narrative of self-
reliance and pride. What began as
Ridhi’s individual dream has now
become a collective tapestry of empow-
erment, where every thread represents
awoman’s newfound purpose. Running
a business in a remote Himalayan
village wasn’t easy. “Being a first-gener-
ation woman entrepreneur, | had little
understanding of how a business runs.
It was a very hands-on learning process,”
Ridhi admits. “But I've also had immense
support - from people who believed in
me, from customers who appreciated
our work, and from the girls whose
enthusiasm kept the initiative alive.” The
visual identity of Baini — a Kumaoni
woman gazing through a wooden
window frame

— pays

homage to the region’s “ghasiyaris”, the
grass-cutting women whose strength
inspired Ridhi’s mission. Each product,
crafted with care and creativity, reflects
a fusion of tradition and modern design
— much like the women behind them,
blending heritage with hope.

The growing popularity of Baini has
taken the products beyond the hills.
They are now showcased in exhibitions,
featured in local stores, and sold online
through Baini Uttarakhand’s Instagram
page (@bainiuttarakhand), also Delhi.
Plans are also underway to expand
further into Dehradun and other areas
— taking the story of Uttarakhand’s
women to new markets.

Ridhi’s initiative is a reminder that
empowerment doesn’t always begin
with grand revolutions — sometimes, it
begins with a single thread. Her journey
beautifully captures how an idea, when
nurtured with compassion and purpose,
can ripple through lives like a handwo-
ven pattern, adding warmth to every
heart it touches.

“I believe when you teach a woman
a skill,” Ridhi says, “you don’t just give
her livelihood — you give her freedom.
And when that happens, the entire
community changes.” In Pangot, that
change is visible — in the laughter of

women who once carried only
bundles of wood but now carry

dreams; in the colourful threads
dancing between their fingers; in
every handmade flower bloom-
ing not just on crochet hooks,
but in lives. From a single
girl’s dream to a sisterhood of
strength, Baini is proof that
when women weave together,
they don’t just make crafts —

they craft a future.

(The writer is Chief Reporter with
The Pioneer, Chandigarh)
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AGENDA

“REMEMBER, LIFE IS SHORT. WHILE
YOU ARE ON EARTH, DO SOME GOOD
WORK, BRING HAPPINESS, AND TURN

TEARS INTO SMILES”
— SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR
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Kashmir as the cradie of highest knowledge

The beauty of Kashmiri Shaivism is, it talks about the formless God, who is omnipresent, who is the light,
who is present within you. How do you do that? Look at the breath, look at the blue sky

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

When we know more about who we are, and
take pride in our past, it inculcates a sense of
responsibility and ownership towards our cul-
tural roots, language, music, food, and knowl-
edge systems. India is blessed with a vast her-
itage of spiritual literature, and Kashmir has been
one of its finest centres.

Kashmiri Shaivism carries within it the essence
of all great traditions. Hinduism, Jainism, Islam,
and Buddhism all find resonance here. Texts like
Vigyan Bhairav and Parah Praveshika, authored
by Abhinav Gupta, were born and preserved in
this land. This knowledge belongs to the world.

One of the most profound gifts from

Kashmir is Vigyan Bhairav

If you are well-versed with texts like Vigyan
Bhairav from Kashmiri Shaivism, you’ll know
meditation is not foreign to Kashmir. Meditation
is Kashmir’s own heritage, and it has nothing to
do with religious beliefs.

“Ankhon me jag chavi dhundlai, vishayon ki
pakar na reh pai, man ne urdhvagati pai, para
devi prakat hui, param anubhuti wahan pai.”

(The visions of the world faded from the eyes;
the grip of the senses loosened; the mind
began to rise upward; the Para Devi revealed
herself; and there, the supreme experience
unfolded.)

This is the knowledge of Vigyan Bhairav, the
science of consciousness, and it comes from
Kashmir. Such high wisdom has existed here, yet
even today very few people in the country know
about it. Somewhere, once, these verses were
inscribed on stone. Such depth is the heritage
of Kashmir, unparalleled anywhere else in the
world, and even within Kashmir, only a few are
aware of it.

Spandakarika: The Pulse of Creation

Among the most fascinating texts is the
Spandakarika, which speaks about the pulsation
of creation itself. Recently, while travelling, [ met
a few scientists. When I mentioned Spandakarika,
they were astonished. They said this is exactly
what modern physics is speaking about today.

It says that the entire universe is nothing but
vibration. We usually imagine that God must be
some special vibration and we are all ordinary
vibrations. But the truth is the opposite. God is
the common vibration, the Self. All that we see
as objects and people are the special vibrations.
Such profound knowledge has arisen from
Kashmir.

The Vision of Rishi Kashyapa

From this land came the honourable Rishi
Kashyapa. Who is Kashyapa? One who can truly
see. Seeing the common things that everyone
sees is no big deal. But perceiving what others
cannot see, that capacity is Kashyapa. We get lost
in the scenery and forget the seer. We get lost
in our roles and forget who is playing them.

If someone abuses you or calls you a monkey,
see how angry you become. We get carried away
by small things, by mere words. If you could only
become a witness to them and say to yourself,
“Why should I be distracted? There is no short-

“SHIVA IS
BEYOND THE
THREE STATES OF
WAKING, SLEEPING,
AND DREAMING.
THE ONE WHO
SEES THIS BECOMES
A RISHI, A SAINT,
ONE WHO HAS
REALISED THE
LIGHT”

- GURUDEV

age of fools in this world,” you would rise above
it. The moment you see that the words are
outside and you are the one behind them, trans-
formation begins. A new world opens.

Kashyapa lived with this awareness. He was
happy because he was conscious. Kashyapa is
notonly a person butalso a position, an upadhi,
forone who is always aware. He sees ignorance,
and he also sees the wound behind someone’s
sadness. One who can see beyond words and
behaviour, into the mind and heart, is Kashyapa.

Kashmir valued such knowledge systems for
ages. Even the Natya Shastra (Science of dance),
Paak Shastra (Science of cooking), and many
scriptures on governance and arts came from this
land. Much of it is lost today.

There is a story.

A king once wanted the strongest chest with
alock nobody could open. The craftsman made
a perfectlock and only one key. One day the king
lost that key. All locksmiths tried and failed.
Finally, the one who made it was called. He wept,
unable to open what he himself had created.

Some people can create, but cannot maintain
or transform. Nuclear scientists, for example,
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Kabir Bedi’'s reading enchants the crowd

have created nuclear weapons, but they must
also maintain secrecy. Nuclear power can make
bombs, but it can also generate energy or
clean water. Only a conscious person knows how
to use anything for the benefit of society. Even
a knife is not sinful. It is the awareness with which
you use it that matters. Such awareness is
Kashyapa.

This is Kashmir, the land of great vision, of
large-hearted people who embraced languages
and cultures from everywhere: Persian, Arabic,
and many others. They never turned anyone
away. Over time, much of this heritage has been
forgotten, but its essence is still vibrant.

The Spirit of Kashmiri Shaivism

Diversity of faith is the pride of this world. We
do not need to fight over it. All paths lead towards
the same Light. Kashmiri Shaivism speaks of this
unity of consciousness. It does not give exces-
sive prominence to rituals. Rituals are merely the
beginning, like something for children.

What is puja? God has given us everything, and
in puja we return it. The Divine worships you in
countless forms. When you offer everything back,

that is puja. The word ‘puja’ means that which
is born of fullness. When you feel grateful for
everything nature has provided and bring that
gratitude to your awareness, that is worship.

The sun and moon are given to you by God.
In the morning, you light a lamp and perform
aarti, saying, “May my life revolve around you.”
Similarly, in Kashmir, they welcome you with
loban; the fragrance doesn’t just stay in one place,
it spreads, and so should our love.

The beauty of Kashmiri Shaivism is, it talks
about the formless God, who is omnipresent,
who is the light, who is present within you. How
do you do that? Look at the breath, look at the
blue sky. That is why Islam has been accepted
here very easily. That is why Islam found such
easy acceptance here. In Shaivism, too, the sky
is Shiva, one who is formless and infinite. Shiva
is the one who is everywhere.

The Light Within

What is the crown of Shiva? The moon. The moon
holds great importance in Kashmiri Shaivism, just
as it does in Islam. Also addressed as
Chandrachur or Chandramouli, Shiva is the

SAKSHI PRIYA

What happens when a story
leaps off the page and takes
shape in the room? At the
launch of Tara-The Dream
Chaser at Bikaner House,
New Delhi, actor Kabir
Bedi’s expressive reading
did precisely that. His voice
captured Tara’s courage,
longing, and defiance,
drawing the audience into
aworld of desire, freedom,
and destiny

What does it take to
reclaim a life that was never
yours to live? Can love,
freedom, and ambition
coexist without compro-
mise? These questions
pulse at the heart of Nelofar
Currimbhoy’s Tara-The
Dream Chaser.

Tara’s life is royal, yet con-
strained. Raised under the
shadow of a neglectful father

and a controlling mother,
she learns that love is fleet-
ing and autonomy elusive.
Her escape from a stifling
marriage becomes an asser-
tion of self. In Mumbai, she
meets Kabir, a perceptive
photographer who sees
beyond her carefully con-
structed walls, helping her
rediscover life, hope, and
the possibility of love. When
Vivan Mehta, a magnetic
Bollywood star, enters her
world, desire, ambition, and
temptation collide. Tara
must navigate loyalty,
passion, and selfhood under
the weight of familial and
societal expectations.

The novel was unveiled at
Bikaner House, where Bedi’s
reading brought it vividly to
life. An engaging conversa-
tion with Currimbhoy
revealed her inspirations,
while an audio-visual presen-

tation highlighted her evolu-
tion as a writer. Currimbhoy,
President of the Shahnaz
Husain Group, is celebrated
for lyrical prose and reflec-
tions on the human condi-
tion. Praised by Muzaffar Ali
as “an unforgettable read
with cinematic depth,” and
Vinita Dawra Nangia for cap-
turing yearning and human

connection, his story invites
readers on a journey where
courage, love, and self-liber-
ation collide. By the final
page, closing it makes you
question the limits of your

own desires. It compels
reflection on the choices you
make, the freedoms you take
for granted, and the life you
dare to imagine.

A delightful trlp down memory lane

TEAM AGENDA

On lazy Sunday afternoons,
one might imagine sitting
cross-legged on the floor, lis-
tening to a grandmother
spin tales while chopping
vegetables. Thatis precisely
the atmosphere evoked by
Tales Between Taste by
Karan Puri. The book strikes
a remarkable chord of nos-
talgia, unexpectedly trans-
porting readers to the
warmth of childhood recol-
lections. This collection of
ten short stories is, at its core,
a literary embrace. Puri
demonstrates an extraordi-
nary ability to weave togeth-
er food, fantasy, and friend-
ship in a manner that is
seamless and never con-
trived. Each story stands
independently, yet together
they create a rich, intercon-
nected experience, evoking
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Book: Tales Between Taste
Author: Karan Puri
Publisher: Treeshade Books
Price:3295/-

the enchantment that
inspires a love for reading.
For children, the book
offers irresistible adventures,
compelling them to engage
fully with each tale. Yet it is
equally resonant for adults,
especially those navigating
the pressures of modern life,

offering a reminder of the
small joys of believing in
magic. Rooted in historical
fiction, the collection cap-
tures both the texture of
the past and the lived expe-
rience within it. Its distinc-
tion lies not in imperial
chronicles or grand wars, but
in the everyday lives of vil-
lagers, cooks, milkmen,
potters, and schoolboys in
colonial and pre-indepen-
dence India. This intimate,
ground-level perspective
lends the stories authentic-
ity and emotional weight;
while modest in length, their
impact is significant.

One of the collection’s
most striking features is the
centrality of food as a narra-
tive device. Meals are not
merely described but
enacted, imbued with sym-
bolism and cultural reso-
nance. A grinding stone sig-

nifies generational continu-
ity, a chutney song becomes
a diasporic anthem, and
even feeding elephants is
depicted as a sacred, cere-
monial act. These culinary
elements carry layers of
meaning, reflecting
economy, gender dynam-
ics, resistance, and longing.

The prose moves effort-
lessly between fable, folk-
lore, memoir, and magic,
blending humour and
melancholy. One moment,
readers laugh at a boy’s
mango-slingshot mishap;
the next, they hold their
breath as he is drawn into a
secret network. Everyday
objects — chapatis, neem
trees, peepal leaves — carry
emotional and historical
weight. Tales Between Taste
succeeds with warmth, intel-
ligence, and a reverence for
the ordinary.

born from Bihar’s soil

LIPIKA BHUSHAN

The most transformative stories of
Bharat don’t unfold in Delhi’s power cor-
ridors but in the industrious heart-
lands of India. As Bihar moves from polit-
ical rhetoric and electoral promises
towards electing its state government,
The SIS Story by Prince Mathews Thomas
on Security and Intelligence Services (SIS)
and its founder, RK Sinha, is an inspir-
ing account emerging from the state of
India’s entrepreneurial spirit long before
the phrase “Make in India” was coined.

The book celebrates how vision, dis-
cipline, and relentless effort can turn a
Patna-based security start-up into a
multinational leader, making it stand tall
as one of the few listed companies from
Bihar, as also remarked by SEBI chair-
man UK Sinha.

The SIS Story is not just a business
biography that celebrates the journey
of RK Sinha, a journalist turned entrepre-
neur, who, inspired by the popular
socialist leader Jayaprakash Narayan,
founded the Security and Intelligence
Services group in 1974 with the intent to
provide employment to ex-servicemen
and youth from Bihar, but is also a feat
of immense symbolic
and economic impor-
tance, highlighting how
RK Sinha and his son,
Rituraj, managed to build
acompany that not only
created wealth but trans-
formed millions of lives
through employment.
What began as a modest
security services firm has
now evolved into a
global conglomerate
with operations span-
ning Asia-Pacific,
Australia, and New Zealand. The book
allows readers to trace not only the
company’s growth but also the moral
and cultural ethos that underpins it.

The first part of the book chronicles
RK Sinha’s journey from humble begin-
nings to pioneering technology and
modern management in a Bihar-based
firm in the early 1990s. He represents a
man ahead of his time, deeply rooted in
Indian values, whose “founder’s mental-
ity,” as Thomas shares in the book,

HOW AW ACCIENTAL
EWTREFRENERR FROM
BIHAR BUILT &
OLOGAL SERVICES
CONGLOMERATE
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DIVERSITY OF FAITH IS THE PRIDE
OF THIS WORLD. WE DO NOT NEED
TO FIGHT OVER IT. ALL PATHS LEAD

TOWARDS THE SAME LIGHT.
KASHMIRI SHAIVISM SPEAKS
OF THIS UNITY OF
CONSCIOUSNESS. IT DOES NOT
GIVE EXCESSIVE PROMINENCE TO
RITUALS. RITUALS ARE MERELY
THE BEGINNING, LIKE SOMETHING
FOR CHILDREN.

mind of the universe, the formless One. This
entire creation is His body. When we worship
Shiva, we see that He has no beginning and no
end, like the sky. Such is the description of Allah
as well. Shiva is beyond the three states of
waking, sleeping, and dreaming. The one who
sees this becomes a Rishi, a saint, one who has
realised the Light.

To know this Light, we must ask: Who am 1?
Are you the body? Look at your childhood
photo. The body has changed. The mind also
changes through the day and seasons. Thoughts
and feelings keep changing. So who are you
behind all this? This journey is essential.

It is said that Saraswati resides in Kashmir.
Knowledge has flowed from Kashmir. In schools,
the prayer used to be: “O Goddess from Kashmir,
grant us intellect and knowledge.”

This is the secret of Kashmir. Connect with the
Light. Then no one will feel alien. Everyone will
be yours. The whole world will be yours.

A legacy of grit, vision and transformation
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SIS growing from a regional player to a
national brand vividly, often fending off
multinational rivals like Group 4 and
Securicor with sheer ingenuity and
relationships.

The passing on of the baton to Rituraj
Sinha marks the book’s second act.
Rituraj infused technology, manage-
ment systems, and strategic partner-
ships. The “Seven Finger Model”-a per-
formance matrix devised mid-air on a
flight — became a defining management
innovation, quantifying growth and
efficiency. When SIS later sought capital,
this professionalism paid off.

The 2008 acquisition of Chubb’s
Australian operations, a company seven
times SIS’s size and a deal far riskier than
Tata Steel’s Corus acquisition, is narrat-
ed like a corporate thriller, redefining the
narrative around Indian firms buying
and turning around Western companies.

Subsequent chapters capture SIS’s
diversification into cash logistics, facil-
ity management, and tech-led services.

LIPIKA BHUSHAN
Founder of MarketMyBook
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Publisher: Harper Fiction, 2025

revolves around the
three principles of own-
ership, challenging the
status quo, and frontline
obsession.

The most moving por-
tions are those where
the company’s culture is
built from the ground
up. RK realised early
that his “product” was
the guard himself. The
“boot camp” system for
training recruits in Bihar
became a model of skill development
decades before “Skill India” entered the
national vocabulary. His insistence on
grooming raw youth into disciplined
professionals gave SIS both scale and
soul. As India liberalised, RK helped
shape an entire industry. The formation
of the International Institute of Security
and Safety Management (IISSM) and the
ASIS chapter in India gave the private
security sector its first professional
platform. Thomas paints these years of

Rituraj’s focus on data-driven leadership,
the creation of OneSIS and VProtect plat-
forms, and his vision for a professional-
ly run conglomerate underline how the
company continues to evolve.

Prince Mathews Thomas, quite like his
biography on Ratan Tata, avoids corpo-
rate jargon and instead humanises the
story with anecdotes. Quite true to his
style, Thomas brings both clarity and
empathy to this narrative, showing
how SIS’s journey mirrors the aspirations
of middle India.

At a time when Bihar’s headlines are
dominated by politics and migration,
The SIS Story offers a counter-narrative
of success born from the same soil. It is
a tribute to self-belief and institutional
thinking, a reminder that transformative
enterprises can emerge from anywhere
ifled with purpose. R.K. Sinha’s journey
from Patna to a global boardroom
embodies what “Make in India” truly
stands for: building with integrity,
employing with compassion, and
expanding with vision.

It is not just the story of a company;
itis the story of Bharat’s quiet revolution.

(A senior publishing professional, Lipika Bhushan
is the host of ThelndicPen podcast and founder of
MarketMyBook. She tweets @LipikaB)




