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¥3 135 crore is being deposited toclav

into the accounts of 46,85,838 farmers in the State

Hon'ble Prime Minister

Sri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Chief Minister
Sri Nara Chandrababu Naidu

will release the second instalment of

Annadata Sukhibhava-PM Kisan Scheme funds g
:
Public Meeting at Kamalapuram, Kadapa District E
5
d
Today at 2 PM :
¥7,000 has already In the event of the g
been deposited demise of an eligible 2
under the first instalment farmer, the family :
will receive the benefit
Tﬂda‘h another | under the Death Mutation
7,000 is being Scheme
dEpﬂEitEd Inactive accounts
under NPCI are being
¥6,310 crores have been Huatad
iven to 46,85,838 farmers | IS-RepAaten Unen
given in 'th#:- Riata \ndas which amount will be
i released immediately
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NDA Government is Farmers' Government!
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Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

rally flagged off at INTUK

PNS B Kakinada

JNTUK students and
Government ITI students and
district officials took part in
the rally taken out to create
awareness among the people
on the adverse effects of the
drugs and narcotic sub-
stances as a part of the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan pro-
gramme on Tuesday.

The rally after passing
through the interior roads in
the university campus culmi-
nated into a public meeting
at the JNTUK alumni audito-
rium .AY Srinivas assistant
director otherwise abled,
Hizras and old aged people

welfare department partici-
pating as the chief guest
administered oath that they
would keep away from the
drugs.

JNTUK Registrar Dr RS Rao,
Campus engineering
college principal Prof N
Mohanarao, Armed reserve
additional police superin-
tendent S Srinivasarao,
Eagle team Subinspector
Anjaneyulu, Dr Cotton, psy-
chiatrist GGH ,MVG Varma
ITI principal , Dr N
Vinaykumar Nodal officer
NMBA programme |JNTUK
and NGOs organizing the
drug addiction centers were
among those attended.

PNS M Tirumala

The Tirumala Parakamani
theft case has been a topic of
discussion in Andhra Pradesh
politics for the past few days.
Following the death of
former TTD vigilance officer
Satish Kumar, new signifi-
cant developments are
emerging daily in connection
with this case. The police
have confirmed that Satish
Kumar's death is a case of
murder and are currently
investigating it. As part of the
investigation, the scene was
reconstructed twice.
Recently, the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
made a crucial decision
regarding the Parakamani
theft incident. The TTD Board
met on Tuesday under the

PARAKAMANI THEFT CASE

TTD Board decides to lodge

chairmanship of TTD chair-
man BR Naidu and took
several key decisions.

In this context, the TTD
Trust Board took a signifi-
cant decision regarding the
Tirumala Parakamani theft
incident. The TTD Trust
Board resolved to file
another complaint with the

fresh case with police

police regarding the
Parakamani theft
incident.The TTD Board
passed a resolution to file a
fresh complaint with the
police seeking an investiga-
tion into the Parakamani
incident to uncover those
behind the compromise
reached in the Lok Adalat

SC directs Bar Councils to conduct
polls between Jan 31 and April 30

PNS B New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday released a revised
timetable for the upcoming
State Bar Council elections
across 16 States and Union
Territories, directing that the
polls must be completed in
five phases between January
31 and April 30, 2026. To
ensure that the elections are
held transparently and
without delay, the Court has
also constituted region-wise
High-Powered Election
Monitoring Committees
(HPEMCs) along with a nation-
al High-Powered Supervisory
Committee. The names of
committee members will be
notified separately in the
Court’s official order.

In a major relief to thou-
sands of lawyers, the Court
permitted provisional voting
for advocates whose LLB
degree verification is still
pending, despite their names

already being enrolled with
their respective State Bar
Councils. The Bench clarified
that such votes will remain
subject to further scrutiny
after the verification process
is completed. The order was
delivered by a Bench com-
prising Justice Surya Kant,
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan and
Justice N. Kotiswar Singh.
Under the revised sched-
ule, the Court directed that
the first phase of elections for
Uttar Pradesh and Telangana
must be completed by
January 31, 2026. The second
phase, covering Andhra
Pradesh, Delhi and Tripura,
must be completed by
February 28, 2026. The third
phase, which includes
Rajasthan, Punjab and
Haryana, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Karnataka and
Gujarat, must conclude by
March 15, 2026. The fourth
phase, covering Meghalaya,
Manipur and Maharashtra,

Fishing In Turtle
Congregation Zone: 7 AP
fishermen held in Odisha

PNS M Kendrapara

Seven fishermen from Andhra
Pradesh's Vizianagaram dis-
trict were arrested on
Tuesday for allegedly fishing
in the turtle congregation
zone of the Gahirmatha
marine sanctuary in Odisha,
officials said.

The trawl and fishing
implements used by them in
the prohibited area were
seized, they said.

A court remanded them to
judicial custody under the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

With the latest intercep-
tion, around 110 fishermen

Top Maoist...

Combing operations are
continuing in the surround-
ing areas to ensure com-
plete sanitisation and
prevent further Maoist activ-
ity," the press release added.

According to the SP, it was
ajoint operation carried out
by various wings of the police
department.Addressing a
press conference, Andhra
Pradesh Intelligence ADGP
Mahesh Chandra Ladda said
Maoists from a few battalions
were planning to shift to
Andhra Pradesh due to con-
tinuous pressure in
Chhattisgarh.Consequently,
police kept a close and con-
tinuous watch on their move-
ments.

"For the last two days, we
had very specific intelligence
that a few top Maoist leaders
were entering the state and
were planning to revive the
movement," Ladda said,
adding that the bodies of the
six Maoists were shifted for

have so far been arrested for
intruding into the marine
sanctuary, where a fishing
ban was imposed on
November 1.

The seven-month-long ban
was imposed along the 20-
km stretch from the
Dhamara-Devi river mouth in
view of the ensuing mass
nesting of endangered olive
ridley marine turtles.

The turtles get entangled in
the fishing nets and die of
asphyxiation. The turtles also
perish after getting hit by the
propellers of the fishing
trawlers, prompting the gov-
ernment to impose the ban.

postmortem, and that the
necessary action will be
taken thereafter.

Meanwhile, Chhattisgarh
Police described Hidma's
death as the "last nail in the
coffin” of the insurgency. He
had masterminded several
attacks over the last two
decades.A native of Puvarti
village in Sukma district in
Chhattisgarh, Hidma's age
and appearance remained
mysterious until his photo-
graph surfaced earlier this
year.He headed the Maoists'
People's Liberation Guerrilla
Army (PLGA) Battalion No.1, the
strongest military formation
of the outfitin Dandakaranya,
which spans parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Telangana,
and Maharashtra, apart from
Bastar, for several years, offi-
cials said.

50 Maoists arrested...

The under-construction
building they occupied

should finish by March 31,
2026. The fifth and final phase
for Kerala, Tamil Nadu and

Puducherry, Himachal
Pradesh and Assam must be
concluded by April 30, 2026.
The Court stated unequivocal-
ly that no further extension of
time will be granted and that
the elections must take place

under the direct supervision
of the newly constituted
HPEMCs.The apex court also
detailed the composition of
the national supervisory com-
mittee, which will consist of
a former Supreme Court
judge as chairperson, a
former Chief Justice of a High
Court and a senior advocate
who is not associated with
any Bar Council or Bar
Association elections. The
Court indicated that the
regional monitoring commit-
tees will be headed by retired
High Court judges, ensuring
strong oversight at every
stage of the electoral process.

During the hearings, the
Bar Councils flagged persis-
tent difficulties in verifying
advocates’ LLB degrees,
revealing several instances
of individuals possessing
fake qualifications. The
Bench expressed serious
concern, remarking that the
profession had even wit-

nessed gangsters misusing
black coats and entering
court premises by posing as
lawyers. The Court reiterat-
ed that degree verification is
a continuous process and
cannot be treated as an
obstacle to conducting
timely elections. Comparing
the verification exercise to a
delimitation process, the
Bench emphasised that it
should not halt the elec-
toral schedule.

To expedite the process,
the Supreme Court directed
all universities across the
country to set up special
teams exclusively to assist Bar
Councils in verifying pending
LLB degrees. The Court’s
detailed order aims to
streamline Bar Council elec-
tions nationwide while simul-
taneously strengthening the
scrutiny of educational cre-
dentials and preventing
misuse of enrollment proce-
dures.

regarding the Parakamani
theft.

Believing that the scope of
the previously filed case
was limited, the TTD
decided to lodge another
complaint at the Tirumala
Police Station.

Furthermore, the TTD
Board decided to report to
the government, keeping
in mind the sentiments of
the devotees, to ensure an
impartial investigation of
the case and take action
against those responsible.

The Board resolved that
criminal cases should be
registered and a compre-
hensive investigation con-
ducted against anyone
involved in the Parakamani
theft incident, no matter
how influential they are.

Hoax bomb threat to
Shamshabad airport

PNS M Hyderabad

Shamshabad International
Airport is frequently hit by

bomb threats. Airport staff

was alerted after receiving
mails claiming to contain a
bomb and are con-
ducting checks.
Later, they are found
it to be fake.
However, passen-
gers are in a state of g
extreme panic due =
to news of bomb
threats to the airport.
Now, once again, the airport
staff has been alerted after
receiving a bomb threat to
Shamshabad Airport.

A bomb threat was
received at the airport on
Tuesday at 10:05 am. Some
unidentified people warned
passengers in the mail that
a blast would take place in
the Shamshabad Airport ter-
minals and asked them to

evacuate immediately. The
mail said that Kasab was
hanged without being tried
as a minor. The summary of
the mail is that it took three
months to prepare the logis-
tics for today's operation.

Unknown people sent
mails asking Muslims,
women and children
present at the Hyderabad
Airport terminal to evacuate.
This has put the airport staff
on alert. Intensive checks
were immediately carried
out at the airport. Airport
staff are also investigating
who sent the mail and
where it came from.

BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF LATE SPIRITUAL LEADER SRI SATHYA SAI BABA

PM Modi to release
commemorative coin today

PNS M Puttaparthi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to visit
Puttaparthi in Sri Sathyasai
district on Wednesday to
attend the birth centenary
celebrations of late spiritu-
al leader Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

As part of the celebra-
tions, the Prime Minister is
expected to release a com-
memorative coin and a
special set of postal stamps
honouring the life, teachings
and the legacy of Sri Sathya
Sai Baba.“At around 10 am
(Wednesday), Prime Minister
will visit the holy shrine and
Mahasamadhi (grave) of
Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
in Puttaparthi, Andhra
Pradesh, to offer his obei-
sance and pay respects,”
said a PIB press release on
Tuesday.Around 10:30 am
on Wednesday, PM Modi will
participate in the centenary
celebrations of Bhagwan Sri

ME.ESEVA SERVICES ON WHATSAPP LAUNCHED
TG aims to emerge as a model for

digital governance: Min Sridhar Babu

PNS M Hyderabad

Telangana aims to position
itself as a national role model
in people-centric digital gov-
ernance, IT and Industries
Minister Duddilla Sridhar
Babu said on Tuesday, while
launching the State's new
MeeSeva Services on
WhatsApp at Taj Krishna,
Banjara Hills. The initiative,
developed in partnership
with Meta and MeeSeva,
enables citizens to access
more than 580 services from
38 government departments
directly through WhatsApp.

belonged to an architect cur-
rently abroad, and police are
probing whether the watch-
man facilitated their entry or
whether the group forced
their way in by intimidation.
CCTV footage is being
analysed to track the group’s
movements over recent
weeks. Initial interrogation
suggests that several of the
detainees were conducting
reconnaissance missions in
urban areas, identifying safe
houses, resource points and
potential sympathisers.

Hidma’s diary...

Security officials confirmed
that thos detained included
active cadre, logistics coordi-
nators and urban sympathis-
ers. A large number of those
held belong to Sukma and
Bijapur  districts of
Chhattisgarh. Among those
apprehended is Tipperi
Tirupati, believed to be a key
Maoist Central Committee

Officials said this isamong the
largest government-
WhatsApp service integra-
tions in the country, offering
service delivery "at citizens'
fingertips" without the need
for additional applications.
Speaking at the launch,
Sridhar Babu said the State is
committed to transforming
governance into a participa-
tory, transparent, and citizen-
led process. "Governance
should not happen within
closed walls. It must inte-
grate citizens as active partic-
ipants, with technology bring-
ing services directly to their

doorstep,” he said. The
Minister said the government
views technology not merely
as software but as an instru-
ment of equality, intended to
ensure that digital benefits
reach "even the last person in
remote corners of Telangana."

As part of this broader
vision, the government has
set a target of training 10
lakh youth every year in
Artificial Intelligence to
prepare the workforce for
emerging digital and global
opportunities. Telangana, he
said, is advancing rapidly
with initiatives such as the Al-

FROM PAGE - 1

secretary coordinating move-
ments into Andhra Pradesh.
Many detainees reportedly
arrived 10 days ago posing as
daily wage labourers, taking
advantage of busy industrial
clusters where outside
labour inflow is common.
Intelligence Additional
Director General of Police
Mahesh Chandra Laddha con-
firmed that 31 key Maoists,
including nine with Central
Committee-level roles, were
arrested so far.Krishna
District Superintendent of
Police Vidyasagar Naidu, who
supervised the Autonagar
raid, stated that the opera-
tion was conducted based on
“clear and actionable intelli-
gence” and further details
will be disclosed after inter-
rogations conclude. He also
warned that more arrests
may follow as teams contin-
ue to track Maoist move-
ments across multiple dis-
tricts.Police strengthened
security across inter-state

routes linking Chhattisgarh,
Odisha and Telangana, and
reinforced police deploy-
ment in tribal belts and forest
regions. The ongoing opera-
tion is expected to continue
as Andhra Pradesh Police
intensified efforts to thwart
Maoist regrouping attempts.
Security officials believe this
crackdown may mark a
turning pointin preventing a
potential resurgence of
Maoist activity in the region.

CM, PM to attend...

Atotal of 46,85,838 farmers
will benefit, with the State
releasing Rs 3,135 crore in this
phase alone. Including the
firstand second instalments,
farmers will receive Rs
6,309.44 crore in direct finan-
cial support. The Chief
Minister will also interact
with party cadre during his
visit before returning to
Amaravati on Wednesday
night.

powered Telangana Digital
Exchange (TGDeX), Al City, Al
University, and the Telangana
Innovation Hub, which
together are enabling the
State to set new benchmarks
in digital administration.
Sridhar Babu noted that
Telangana's GenAl-driven,
mobile-first model has
reshaped citizen service
delivery. The WhatsApp-
based MeeSeva services will
soon be available in Telugu
and Urdu, and voice-
command features are
being developed for hands-
free access.

ED raids...

Till now, the NIA has
arrested two persons, stated
to be the alleged close aides
of "suicide bomber" Dr Umar
Nabi.At least nine shell
(dummy) companies linked
to the group, all registered
at a single address, are
under the examination of
the ED, according to the
officials.

findings point to multiple
"risk" indicators consistent
with shell-company behav-
iour like no physical pres-
ence or meaningful utility
consumption at declared
places of business and
common mobile number
and email across various
companies and accounts.

The ED investigators have
also found absence of
EPFOJESIC filings inconsis-
tent with reported scale of
operations and overlapping
of directors/signatories and
weak KYC trails across enti-
ties.Instances of minimal

Sathya Sai Baba and deliver
an address.Following the
Puttaparthi programme, PM
Modi will proceed to
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu,
to inaugurate and partici-
pate in the South India
Natural Farming Summit at
around 1:30 PM.

Chief  Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has
arrived in Puttaparthi direct-
ly from Hyderabad, ahead of
the PM's visit, said an official
press release.

“He (CM) will stay
overnightin Puttaparthi and
welcome PM Modi at
Puttaparthi Airport at 9:25
am on Wednesday,” said
the press release.

Later, Naidu will join PM
Modi in the centenary cele-
brations. And around 1:15
pm tomorrow, Naidu will bid
farewell to the PM, it added.

The centenary celebra-
tions, organised by the Sri
Sathya Sai Central Trust

(SSSCT) and Sri Sathya Sai
Seva Organisations, have
been underway with exten-
sive preparations for nearly
ayear.

“In the past year alone,
devotees from various dis-
tricts, states, and countries
have presented over 220
cultural and devotional pro-
grammes as part of the cen-
tenary. Only the Sathya Sai
Organisation can bring
together an event of this
scale, driven purely by love
and devotion to Bhagawan,”
said R] Rathnakar, Managing
Trustee of Sri Sathya Sai
Central Trust.

Starting this year, what
was earlier known as Sri
Venugopala Swami
Rathotsavam began to be
celebrated as Sri Sathya Sai
Rathotsavam on November
18.Former vice president M
Venkaiah Naidu attended
the first Sri Sathya Sai
Rathotsavam today.

RO plants to be installed
in welfare hostels

PNS B Amaravati

The State government,
which has been imple-
menting many pro-
grammes for the welfare of
students, has taken another
key decision. Keeping stu-
dents’ health in mind, the
government has made an
important decision. It may
be recalled that due to the
lack of safe drinking water
facilities, some government
hostels in a few places have
reported cases of diar-
rhoea. In some other
places, incidents of food
poisoning have also been
observed.

In this context, the gov-
ernment has taken a crucial

salary disbursal through
banking channels and
absence of HR (human
resource) records part from
synchronised incorporation
patterns and common
contact coordinates across
firms have been detected at
the varsity, the officials said.

In addition, prima facie
discrepancies have been
noted in claims regarding
UGC and NAAC recognition
which indicate alleged non-
compliance to norms
established for education-
al institutions, the officials
said.

The Al Falah varsity is
located in the Dhouj area of
Haryana's Faridabad district,
and it is a medical college-
cum-hospital.

TTD scraps offline...

"To provide equal oppor-
tunity to everyone in a
transparent manner, the
issuance of tokens will be

decision to safeguard the
health of students residing
and studying in government
hostels.

The government has initi-
ated measures to provide
clean drinking water to stu-
dents. As part of this, the
government has decided to
install RO (Reverse Osmosis)
plants in Gurukul institu-
tions, government hostels,
and study circles across the
state.

According to this deci-
sion, the government has
allocated funds forinstalling
RO plants in 311 social
welfare hostels across the
State. For this purpose, funds
amounting to Rs 6.22 crore
have been sanctioned.

carried out through the
official website of TTD,
mobile app of TTD and
WhatsApp," said the press
release.

Tirupati and Tirumala
locals will be provided
5,000 tokens on January 6,
7 and 8 on a first come,
first served basis to those
who book online in
advance.Further, the board
has resolved to file crimi-
nal cases against the guilty
in the Parakamani (cash
offering counting centre)
theft case and decided to
send a proposal to the
state government in this
regard.Meanwhile, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu is expected to take
part in the foundation
laying ceremony for the
construction of second
Prakaram on November 27
at Sri Venkateswara
Swamy temple in
Amaravati, the press
release added.
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C-DOT to set up Centre of
Excellence in Amaravati
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SP[DNEER IN
TTD BOARD DECIDES
TO LODGE FRESH
CASE WITH POLICE

The Tirumala Parakamani
theft case has been a topic
of discussion in Andhra
Pradesh politics for the past
few days. Following the
death of former TTD
vigilance officer Satish
Kumar, new significant
developments are emerging
daily in connection with this
case. The police have
confirmed that Satish
Kumar's death is a case of
murder and are currently
investigating it. As part of
the investigation, the scene
was reconstructed twice.

FULL REPORT ON P2

11 INJURED AS
PRIVATE BUS
COLLIDES WITH LORRY

Despite the campaign to
create a awareness on the
prevention of road
accidents, some private bus
drivers are neglecting
passengers’ safety by
driving at extremely high
speeds.In the early hours of
Tuesday, a Kaveri Travels
bus met with a horrific road
accident at Nandigama in
NTR district on Tuesday.
Eleven people were injured
in this accident. The local
people immediately
informed the police about
the incident. The police
rushed to the spot and
carried out...

FULL REPORT ON P3

CHINA-JAPAN TALKS
EASE TAIWAN REMARKS
TENSION

Officials from China and
Japan on Tuesday held talks
in Beijing to tone down
tensions over Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi’s recent remarks on
Taiwan, which led to a sharp
deterioration in bilateral
ties. Liu Jinsong, Director
General of the Department
of Asian Affairs of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry,
held consultations with
Kanai Masaaki, Director-
General of the Japanese...

FULL REPORT ON P9

KARNATAKA, MAHARASHTRA
REGISTER INNINGS WINS TO
GO 1-2 INGROUP B

Spinners Shreyas Gopal and
Shikhar Shetty came up with
stellar spells as Karnataka
trounced Chandigarh by an
innings and 185 runs on the
third day of their Ranji
Trophy Elite Group B match
on Tuesday. Chandigarh
started the day from 72 for
four in their first innings, and
folded for 222 in their first
innings despite skipper
Manan Vohra making an...
FULL REPORT ON P12

QUOTE OF THE DAY
T

TELANGANA AIMS TO
POSITION ITSELF AS A
NATIONAL ROLE MODEL
IN PEOPLE-CENTRIC
DIGITAL GOVERNANCE

— DUDDILLA SRIDHAR BABU,
TG IT AND INDUSTRIES MINISTER

——

Zelenskyy

to visit

Turkiye in
new bid to
end Russia-

Ukraine

war

9

Top Maoist commander Himda
among six ultras Killed

PNS B Maredumilli/Raipur

Top naxal commander Madvi
Hidma and his wife were
among the six Maoists killed
in an encounter with securi-
ty personnel in Alluri
Sitaramaraju district of
Andhra Pradesh on Tuesday,

The death of Hidma, an
alleged mastermind of
several attacks, was
described by Chhattisgarh
police as the "last nail in the
coffin" of insurgency.

Alluri Sitaramaraju district
superintendent of police
Amit Bardar said the
encounter happened
between 6.30 am and 7am in
the forested area of
Maredumilli mandal.

"Today morning, between
6:30 AM and 7:00 AM, an
exchange of fire (EOF)
occurred between Maoists
and the police party in the
Maredumilli Mandal area.
During the encounter, six
Maoists were neutralised,"
an official press release said.

Two women and four men
were killed in the exchange
of fire.Based on reliable
sources and field verifica-
tion, police confirmed that

® Encounter between the police and Maoists
took place in Andhra Pradesh

® Police described the death of Madvi Hidma
as the last nail in the coffin of insurgency

Hidma, his wife Madakam
Raje, Deve, Lakmal (Chaitu),
Malla (Mallalu) and Kamlu
(Kamlesh) died.
Intelligence inputs over
the past few weeks had indi-
cated increased Maoist
movement along the Andhra
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh-Odish
a border, leading to intensi-

fied combing operations,
police said.Following the
encounter, police seized two
AK 47 rifles, one pistol, one
revolver and a single bore
weapon, a number of electri-
cal and non-electrical deto-
nators, fuse wire, seven kit
bags and others."

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Hidma’s diary leads to arrest of
Maoists, sympathlsers across AP

PNS B Maredumilli

Crucial information recov-
ered from Hidma’s diary
after the Maredumilli
encounter provided leads
that triggered the large-scale
raids in Andhra Pradesh. The
diary reportedly listed
several locations, supply
points and contacts within
Andhra Pradesh.

Krishna Dist}ict Sﬁperintendent of
Police Vidyasagar Naidu speaking to
the media in Vijayawada on Tuesday

As a result, police teams
started conducting searches
across remote forest belts,
tribal settlements and
riverbed areas. Four sus-
pected Maoist dumps con-
taining explosives and
ammunition were report-
edly traced using drones,
ground units and specialised
search squads.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

@ The police stormed an
under-construction
building and rounded
up 28 alleged
Naxalites and seized

RAVI KUMAR BOPPANA
PNS B Amaravati

50 Maoists arrested 1n
State-wide crackdown

The police in the State
has launched one of its
most extensive anti-
Maoist operations in
recent years, following
intelligence inputs that
Naxalite cadre were
attempting to regroup
after suffering heavy
losses in Chhattisgarh.
After the Maredumilli
encounter in Alluri
Sitarama Raju district on
Tuesday, which resulted
in the death of top
Maoist leader and
Central Committee
member Maddi Hidma,
his wife Raje and four
other operatives, the
police intensified surveil-
lance. Hidma'’s elimina-
tion under Operation
Kagar is believed to have
forced several Maoist
units to flee towards the
Andhra border, prompt-
ing intensified surveil-
lance across sensitive
zones.Acting on strong
intelligence inputs, elite
teams from the
Intelligence Wing,
Greyhounds and

RED FORT BLAST CASE

ED raids Al Falah University

PNS m New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday conducted simul-
taneous searches in Delhi-
NCR against the trustees and
promoters of Al Falah
University of Faridabad, the
varsity central to the Red Fort
area car blast case, officials
said.Multiple teams of the
federal probe agency raided
atleast 25 premises of the Al
Falah trust and University
establishment since 5:15 am,
they said.

Teams of the agency
raided an office location in
Delhi's Okhla area with a
security cordon being provid-

Cloudflare outage disrupts ChatGP

PNS B Washington

Internet infrastructure
provider Cloudflare says it
is investigating an issue
that caused outages for
social media platform X,
some multiplayer games
and ChatGPT.Cloudflare
said on its status page
earlier on Tuesday that it
was aware of and investi-
gating an issue that was
impacting multiple cus-
tomers. There were
reports of widespread 500
errors as well as
Cloudflare Dashboard and
API failing.

ed by the police and paramil-
itary forces.

Fifteen persons have been
killed in the blast that took
place on November 10 near
the iconic monument in

Cloudflare then provid-
ed an update that a recov-
ery was underway, but
reverted to messaging
that indicates they are still
investigating the cause of
the issue.Cloudflare did
have scheduled mainte-
nance for the SCL
(Santiago) data centre on
Tuesday.

A number of high-
profile websites, including
X and ChatGPT, went
down for many on
Tuesday, due to problems
affecting major internet
infrastructure firm,
Cloudflare.

Delhi and the role of a
number of doctors linked to
the University and in
Kashmir is under the scanner
of the anti-terror probe agen-
cies."The operation forms

part of an ongoing investiga-
tion into financial irregular-
ities, use of shell compa-
nies, accommodation enti-
ties and money
laundering.The role of Al-
Falah Trust and related enti-
ties is under investigation,"
an ED official said.

The official said "key" per-
sonnel overseeing finance
and administration of the
trust and the University have
also been covered in the
raids.The agency has taken
cognisance of the first infor-
mation reports filed by the
NIA and the Delhi Police in
the case.

CONTINUED ON >> P2
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which 28 Maoists were arrested in
Vijayawada on Tuesday

OCTOPUS carried out
simultaneous raids
across Alluri, Kakinada,
NTR, Krishna and Eluru
districts. More than 50
Maoists, militia members
and sympathisers have
been detained so far. The
most significant break-
through came after
police stormed an
under-construction
building at New
Autonagar near Vijaya
wada. The under-con-
struction building was
used as a Maoist hideout.
Nearly 28 alleged Maoists
were detained from this
location alone, and
several explosive materi-
als and weapons were
seized. The detainees
were shifted to undis-
closed interrogation
centres for detailed
questioning. Investigatio
ns indicate that Maoist
operatives entered
Vijayawada disguised as
migrant labourers,
blending into the city’s
industrial workforce.
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Shahbaz, Shami power Bengal to
straight win in Ranji Trophy 12

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu being greeted by TDP leaders at

Puttaparti airport on Tuesday

SRI SATHYA SAI BABA CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS TODAY

CM, PM to attend
Celebrations

@ Later CM N Chandrababu Naidu will participate in the
second phase of the Annadata Sukheebhava funds
disbursement programme at Pendlimarri in Kadapa district

PNS B Amaravati

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu will
join Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday in Puttaparthi
to take part in the grand
centenary birthday celebra-
tions of Sri Sathya Sai Baba.
The event is expected to
draw thousands of devotees
from across the country,
marking a significant spiri-
tual milestone.

According to the schedule,
the Chief Minister will arrive
in Puttaparthi on Tuesday
night. On Wednesday
morning, he will receive
Prime Minister Modi at the
Puttaparthi airport at 9.25
am. Both leaders will then
proceed to Prasanthi

Nilayam, where they will
offer prayers at the Maha
Samadhi of Sri Sathya Sai
Baba. Following the visit,
they will reach Hill View
Stadium to participate in
the centenary celebrations,
which are being organised
on a large scale.

After bidding farewell to
the Prime Minister at
Puttaparthi airport, the Chief
Minister will travel to
Pendlimarri in the
Kamalapuram constituency
of Kadapa district to partic-
ipate in the second phase of
the Annadata Sukheebhava
funds disbursement pro-
gramme.Under both
Annadata Sukheebhava and
PM-Kisan, each farmer will
receive Rs 7,000.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

TTD scraps offline tokens for
Vaikuntha Dwara Darshan

PNS M Tirupati

The TTD Trust Board on
Tuesday decided to scrap
offline tokens for the forth-
coming Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan in Tirupati temple
from December 30 to
January 8 and make it an
online process completely.

The temple body's deci-
sion comes in the wake of a
stampede that claimed six
lives and injured 40 others
after devotees jostled for
offline tickets during the fes-
tival last year.

The tragic event occurred
at Bairagi Patteda near MGM

N

Thousands of users
began reporting issues
with the sites, as well as

other services, to outage
monitoring site
Downdetector shortly

after 11:30 GMT.Later, as
many internet services
started to return to

School in Tirupati on January
8,2024.

"Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan planned for eight
lakh devotees during 10 days.
Priority to common devo-
tees. Out of 182 hours avail-
able for Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan, over 164 hours (will
be) allotted to common

devotees. No issuance of

offline token," said an official
press release from the
temple body.

In order to give priority to
common devotees, Rs 300
special entry darshan and
Srivani darshan stand can-
celled on the first three days

normal, the firm said it
had "deployed a change
which has restored dash-
board services."

On its homepage, X was
displaying a message for
some users saying there
was a problem with its
internal server, as a result
of an "error" originating
with Cloudflare.

ChatGPT's site was also
displaying an error
message telling some
users: "please unblock
challenges cloudflare.com
to proceed."Cloudflare
said in an earlier note on
its service status dash-

-- December 30, 31 and
January 01 (2026), said the
press release.

From January 2 to 8, each
day, 15,000 Rs 300 special
entry darshan tickets and
1,000 Srivani darshan tickets
will be allotted online as
per a regular procedure.

Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) will
provide an opportunity to
register for darshan tokens
from November 27 to
December 1 for devotees,
which will be allotted to those
who get selected through e-
dip on December 2.

CONTINUED ON >> P2

and internet services

board that the issues it

was experiencing "poten-

tially impacts multiple
customers".In updates
since it added it was
"seeing services recover"
but some customers

"may continue to observe

higher-than-normal error
rates as we continue
remediation

efforts".Cloudflare is a

huge provider of internet
security across the world,

carrying out services such
as checking visitor con-

nections to sites are

coming from humans

rather than bots.
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C-DOT to set up Centre of Excellence
in Amaravatl Quantum Valley

PNS B Amaravati

The Centre for Development
of Telematics (C-DOT), the
premier R&D centre of the
telecom department, has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the
Andhra Pradesh government
to participate in Amaravati
Quantum Valley (AQV) initia-
tive.

C-DOT plans to set up a
centre of excellence (CoE) in
quantum communication
and security solutions, along
with allied areas like privacy
enhancement technologies
(PETs), in Amaravati
Quantum Valley, Andhra
Pradesh.

At the proposed Centre at

AQV, C-DOT will focus on
quantum communication
solutions.

The Amaravati Quantum
Valley aims to create an inte-
grated quantum ecosystem

bringing together hardware
manufacturing, software
development, talent pool,
and research excellence.
The project is located in
Amaravati and involves state-

level partnerships, infrastruc-
ture, and training pro-
grammes.

"Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has taken a giant step
in shaping India's quantum
future with the initiative of
setting up Amaravati
Quantum Valley (AQV)," the
Communications Ministry
said in a release.

C-DOT's edge in the
quantum communication
field will help in providing
the necessary resources and
skill development to emerg-
ing players in India.

"It will support research
and testing in the NQM
(National Quantum
Mission) aligned areas of
quantum security solu-

tions, along with the devel-
opment of PETS to ensure
compliance with MeitY's
Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) frame-
work," the release said.

It will also focus on cost-
effective sub-component
development for quantum
communication systems and
establish an integrated
testbed for quantum securi-
ty, for quantum-safe ecosys-
tem and enhancing digital
privacy and data protection
across the nation.

The MoU was exchanged
in the presence of Nara
Lokesh, Minister of IT,
Government of Andhra
Pradesh during the CII
Partnership Summit at Vizag,.

11 injured as
private

bus collides
with lorry

PNS M Vijayawada

Despite the campaign to
create a awareness on the
prevention of road acci-
dents, some private bus
drivers are neglecting pas-
sengers’ safety by driving at
extremely high speeds.

In the early hours of
Tuesday, a Kaveri Travels bus
met with a horrific road acci-
dent at Nandigama in NTR
district on Tuesday. Eleven
people were injured in this
accident. The local people
immediately informed the
police about the incident. The
police rushed to the spotand
carried out rescue opera-
tions. They stated that the
bus, which was traveling at
high speed, crashed violent-
ly while attempting to over-
take a lorry on the
Anasagaram flyover.

It may be recalled that 19
passengers perished when
a private bus burst into
flames in Kurnool district
recently.

CP1 stages dharna demandmg caste census

PNS W Kakinada

CPI district unit staged a
protest in front of the
Collectorate here on
Tuesday in support of its
demand for conducting
caste census along with the
general census.

The party workers raised
slogans condemning
attacks on Dalits, tribal
people and minorities. CPI
district secretary
Kamireddi Bodakonda.
while addressing the pro-
testers, alleged that during
the eleven years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
rule, attacks on Dalits,
tribal people and
Minorities were on an

CPI district unit staging a protest in front of the Collectorate in Kakinada on Tuesday

increase and religious
fanaticism, untouchabili-
ty, caste and religious dis-
crimination have become
the order of the day.

He said the RSS sangh
parivar was ruling the roost
and the human rights, social
justice and equality
enshrined in the constitution

were usurped.

AITUC leader Thokala
Prasad said that according to
the National crime records
bureau 2023 report there
were 57,789 atrocities cases
registered pertaining to
attacks against scheduled
castes and 12960 cases of
attacks on scheduled tribes.
He called upon the people to
unitedly fight to protect the
democracy and the constitu-
tion from these unlawful
forces. CPI district executive
members Peddireddi
Satyanarayana, Pappu
Adinarayana, Mahila
Samakhya district general
secretary A Bhavani were
among those participated
in the dharna.

Officials told to root
our narcotics in district

PNS M Bhimavaram

District Collector
Chadalawada Nagarani has
directed the authorities to
strictly enforce drug control
measures in the district.

On Tuesday, Collector
Chadalawada Nagarani,
along with District
Superintendent of Police
Adnan Nayeem Asmi, con-
ducted a district-level review
meeting through a zoom
conference on the actions
taken to control narcotic
substances.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector said that there
should not be a single
instance of marijuana con-
sumption reported any-
where in the district, and
warned that any such cases
found must not be tolerated
under any circumstances.

She emphasised that chil-
dren and youth must not be
exposed to the harmful
effects of narcotics and that
it is the responsibility of all
to protect their bright future.
She instructed Sub-
Inspectors of all mandals to
stay in close contact with
headmasters of Zilla
Parishad schools to gather
information related to the
use of marijuana and other
intoxicants. Awareness pro-
grammes should be con-
ducted on a large scale in
schools and colleges, she
said.

The Collector said aware-
ness campaigns on the ill
effects of drug abuse have
been conducted across 300
colleges, 597 public places,
and 58 villages. Anyone
having information about

CoIIector Chadalawada Nagaram along with District Superintendent of
Police Adnan Nayeem Asmi holding a review meeting with officials
through video conference in Bhimavaram on Tuesday

drug usage should call the
toll-free number 1972 and
inform the Eagle team. A
total of 826 Eagle Clubs have
been established in schools
and colleges for drug
control, she added.

District Superintendent
of Police Adnan Nayeem
Asmi explained the mea-
sures taken to control nar-
cotic substances. From
January 2025 till date, 12
cases had been registered
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985, iden-
tifying 57 accused and
arresting 55 of them. 40.399
kg of marijuana valued at
approximately Rs 3,72,680
has been seized, along with
two vehicles, he said.

Additionally, 12 cases
were registered against
those transporting less
than 20 kg of ganja. Under
the NDPS Act, 53 pedestri-
ans transporting ganja and
four individuals consum-
ing ganja were booked.
He said drone surveillance
is being used to prevent
illegal activities in isolated
areas, and Eagle teams

are patrolling using

drones to curb the illegal
transport, sale, and con-
sumption of ganja.

On November 14, a joint
team consisting of the Eagle
team, Civil Police, GRP, RPF,
and Dog Squad conducted
checks on Train No. 17479
(Puri-Tirupati) to prevent
illegal marijuana transport.
They arrested three indi-
viduals from Odisha and
seized about 10 kg of contra-
band sachets in four
packets, along with Rs 2,100
in cash, between Tanuku
and Bhimavaram railway
stations.

The SP added that 641.544
kg of narcotics seized in 64
cases was destroyed on July
9 at the Jindal Waste-to-
Energy Plantin Palnadu dis-
trict. Another 594.844 kg
seized in 21 cases is ready to
be destroyed.

DSPs R Jai Surya, Sriveda,
Vishwanath, District Excise
Officer R.V. Prasad Reddy,
DEO E. Narayana, District
Transport Officer KSNV
Krishnarao, officers from
Revenue, Police, Forest
Departments, Eagle teams,
and others were present.

YSRCP urges CM to protect Vizag steel plant

PNS M Tadepalli

Former Minister and YSRCP
women's leader Vidadala
Rajini took exception to Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu's comments on the
Visakha Steel Plant. She
expressed outrage, asking,
"How can he compare
Visakha Steel to a white ele-
phant?" She criticised the
Chief Minister for making
inappropriate comments

Speaking to the media at
the YSRCP central office in
Tadepalli onTuesday, Rajini
stated that Naidu was anti-

public sector and always

recited ‘privatisation mantra.’
Before the elections, he
vowed to fight to ensure
that the Visakhapatnam steel
plan is not privatised. After
coming to power, he is com-
paring it to a white elephant.
Former chief minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy protect-
ed the Visakha Steel Factory.
He not only wrote letters to
the Central government but
also directly asked Prime
Minister Modi but also spoke
in the Assembly. Jagan made
every effort for the well-
being of the plant.

Maha Kumbhabhlshekam to leumbheswera on Nov 20

PNS W Kakinada

Bharata Yagna Peetham
committee is making elabo-
rate arrangements for per-
forming the 50th Maha
Kumbhabhishekam to the
Adikumbheswera swamy
at the temple on the sea
coast near the Port on
November 20.

The Peetham committee
member Chitneedi Srinivas
said the annual Maha
Kumbhabhishekam to the
Lord Adikumbheswera and
Mangalambika was aimed

atsaving the country from
the natural calamities."The
Kumbhabhishekam ritual
would commence on
November 20 morning with
* Gopooja’ and perform-
ing of Maha
Kumbhabhishekam to One
Crore eight lakhs Siva
Lingams and also to one
‘Padarasa Lingam’. Evening
4’oclock 101 girls would
carry water mixed with
rose and Tulasi petals and
other spices and perform
Abhishekam to the Lord
Siva. Later the milk, water

——— i

Templ-e-committee members releaéing Kumbhabhishekam
posters in Kakinada on Tuesday

and other liquids used for
Abhishekam would be

immersed in the sea ‘ he

added.

Committee member Thota
Pundarikakshudu(Babi)
announced Rs.10 lakh as
donation for the Temple
development and also for
installing another one crore
eight lakh Shiva lingams on
permanent basis .Temple
committee other members
Bhogireddi Thatharao,
Gangireddi Aruna, Burla
Satyanarayanamma (Matha)
Namana Prasanna, Saladi
Srinivasarao, Arumugam
Nataraj also attended and
released the Maha
Kumbhabhishekam poster.

YSRCP leader arrested
for making ‘inappropriate
comments agamst CM

PNS B Amaravati

AYSRCP leader from Andhra
Pradesh has been arrested
in Hyderabad. Karumuru
Venkata Reddy, the official
spokesperson of YSRCP, was
arrested by Tadipatri police
and taken away from
Kukatpally in Hyderabad.
He was shifted from
Hyderabad to Andhra
Pradesh. It is reported that
several cases have been
registered against
Venkatareddy in Andhra
Pradesh.

On November 14, the sus-
picious death of Satish
Kumar, a former vigilance
officer of TTD (Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams), in
the Tirumala Parakamani
case caused a stir. His body
was found under suspicious
circumstances near a
railway track in the vicinity
of Tadipatri. Police suspect
that he was murdered, and
the Andhra Pradesh police
are investigating the case.

There have been allega-
tions against Venkata Reddy
for making inappropriate
comments about Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and thus damaged
the State's reputation.
Additionally, last month, 19

people died in an accident
involving a Kurnool Travels
bus. Following this incident,
Venkata Reddy reportedly
made inappropriate com-
ments about the state gov-
ernment and the Chief
Minister on a TV debate.
Subsequently, TDP leader
Prasada Naidu filed a com-
plaint with the rural police
in Tadipatri. The rural police
registered a case and traced
Venkata Reddy’s mobile
signal to Kukatpally in
Hyderabad. They arrested
him at his residence in
Marina Skies apartments.

In connection with the
Kurnool Travels bus acci-
dent, the police have also
filed cases against several
YSRCP leaders for making
controversial remarks and
posting on social media.
Leaders like Shyamala and
Poodi Srihar were ques-
tioned and issued notices
for investigation. It is yet to
be confirmed whether
Karumuru Venkatareddy
was arrested in connection
with the Kurnool bus acci-
dent case or the case related
to Satish Kumar's death.
However, the Tadipatri
police are expected to
provide clarification on the
matter.

‘Misleading narrative’ against
companies investing in AP condemned

PNS B Amaravati

The State government has
released an important state-
ment regarding the Voltsun
Labs issue. The Fact-Check
Team has provided clarity,
stating that Voltsun Labs is
one of the prominent com-
panies under the R] Group.
The government dismissed
allegations that Voltsun Labs
was set up solely to obtain
land and incentives. It further
stated that while the coali-
tion government is striving
for the reconstruction of the
state, conspiracies are being
hatched to obstruct these
efforts.

It may be recalled that
Voltsun Labs Pvt Ltd formal-
ly signed an agreement with
the State government on
Monday to establish a Rs
1,743-crore greenfield solar
cell and module manufactur-
ing facility at Naidupeta in
Tirupati district.

To enable the commen-
cent of the project, the is
allotting 37 acres of land at
a confessional cost.

"The Government of
Andhra Pradesh today
announced that Voltsun
Labs Pvt Ltd.will establish a
Rs 1,743-crore greenfield
solar cell and module man-
ufacturing facility in
Naidupeta,” said a press
release from the TDP.

The government alleged
that some individuals are
plotting to prevent compa-
nies from coming to the
state. It also mentioned that
the R] Group operates in
India, the UAE, Thailand, and
Morocco. The AP Fact Check
Team tweeted accordingly.

“In the CII Partnership
Summit held on November
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It may be recalled that Voltsun Labs Pvt Ltd formally signed an
agreement with the State government on Monday to establish a Rs
1,743-crore greenfield solar cell and module manufacturing facility at
Naidupeta in Tirupati district

14 and 15 of this month in
Visakhapatnam, investment
commitments poured into
Andhra Pradesh. Agreements
were signed for projects
worth a total of Rs 13,25,716
crore—something never
before seen in history. Yet,
even about such a successful
event, a political party is
spreading misinformation
through its social media
accounts to mislead the
public.

Recently, the same politi-
cal party is spreading false
narrative about Voltsun Labs,
attempting to create misun-
derstandings among the
people. The Voltsun Labs
belongs to the Rs 90,000-
crore R] Corp Group, led by
globally reputed Ravi
Jaipuria,” the AP Fact Check
Team clarified.

“R] Corp Group has credi-
bility as a company involved
in food processing, educa-

tion, healthcare, hospitality,
real estate, PepsiCo bottling
partnership, and as a fran-
chise operator for major QSR
brands like KFC, Pizza Hut,
and Costa Coffee. Varun
Beverages Limited and
Devyani International
Limited are also part of the
R] Corp Group. Various com-
panies under this group
conduct business operations
in India as well as in Dubai,
Thailand, and Morocco. Such
a highly reputable R] Corp
Group has now entered the
renewable energy sector.
Voltson Labs is set to estab-
lish a greenfield solar cell
and module manufacturing
unit by investing 21,743 crore
in the Naidupeta MPCES in
Tirupati district,” the state-
ment said.

“Accordingly, G.O. Ms. No.
222 was issued on November
15, 2025, and 37 acres of
land have been allocated.

The company will develop
the 2 GW integrated solar
manufacturing ecosystem
‘Voltsun Project’ in two
phases. Each phase will
include 1 GW of solar cell
capacity and 1 GW of module
capacity, using state-of-the-
art TOPCon monocrystalline
bifacial technology. This
investment will generate
415 direct jobs. The govern-
ment will provide infrastruc-
ture, including 40 MW of
power supply, 3 MLD of
water, and support for
setting up a captive solar
plant. At a time when the
entire country is striving to
achieve significant progress
in renewable energy,
spreading misinformation
to sabotage such efforts is an
unpardonable act. The
public is urged to stay alert
to those spreading such
baseless falsehoods,” the AP
Fact Check Team stated.

Pocket-friendly offer to city
commuters by APSRTC

PNS B Visakhapatnam

APSRTC has announced a
bumper offer for the people
of Visakhapatnam. From
now on, if you purchase a
‘Travel As You Like’ ticket for
Rs 100, you can travel any
number of times in any
number of buses within city
limits for 24 hours. The
Madhurawada Depot
Manager revealed this infor-
mation.

Earlier, the validity would
end at midnight. So if
someone bought the ticket
at 11 pm, it was useful only
for one hour. Now it has
been relaxed. For example,
ifyou buy the ticket today at
2 pm, it will remain valid
until 2 pm the next day. This
facility applies to all RTC
buses running within the
city limits. With this new
rule, frequent bus com-
muters will benefit greatly.
It not only reduces travel
expenses but also saves
time.

While buying this Rs 100
‘Travel As You Like’ ticket
from the bus conductor, a
few rules are being imple-
mented. Passengers must
provide certain details to
the conductor — name,
mobile number, and age.

Officials stated that passen-
gers can travel with this Rs
100 ticket on City, Metro
Express, and City Ordinary
buses between any areas in
the city. RTC authorities are
encouraging passengers to
make use of this facility.

Meanwhile, double-
decker buses have already
been introduced in
Visakhapatnam. Under the
name ‘Hop On Hop Off,
two buses are currently
available from RK Beach to
Thotlakonda. These double-
decker buses start from RK
Beach in the morning and
stop at 11 designated points.
The ticket price for this bus
was initially set at Rs 500,
but it was reduced to Rs 250
following instructions from
the Chief Minister.

The fare is Rs 250 for
adults and Rs 100 for chil-
dren. These buses stop at RK
Beach, TU-142, Kursura

Museum, Kailasagiri,
Visakha Museum, ISKCON
Temple, Rushikonda

Venkateswara Swamy
Temple, Tenneti Park, and
Thotlakonda.

All in all, both locals and
tourists visiting
Visakhapatnam are being
served by RTC buses and
double-decker buses.
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SSC REVISES DISABILITY CERTIFICATE

FORMATS FOR JOB

RECRUITMENT

The Staff Selection Commission (SSC) has revised formats
of disability certificates submitted by persons with
disabilities appearing for Government job recruitment
examinations. In a statement, the commission said the
move aligns with guidelines from the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) dated
October 16, 2024. According to directives from the
DEPwD, the disability certificates will now be categorised
as "Form V - Certificate of Disability (for single disability)"

and "Form VI -

Certificate of Disability (for multiple

disabilities)", it said. These updated formats replace the
previous three forms (Form V, Form VI and Form VII),
which were used in various notifications issued earlier

by the SSC.

PM MODI TO ATTEND SATHYA SAl

BABA CENTENARY

IN PUTTAPARTHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the
centenary celebrations of late spiritual leader Sathya Sai
Baba at Puttaparthi in Andhra Pradesh on Wednesday. He
will also visit the shrine and 'mahasamadhi’ of Sathya Sai
Baba in Puttaparthi. On this occasion, he will release a
commemorative coin and a set of stamps honouring the
life, teachings, and enduring legacy of Sathya Sai Baba, a
PMO statement said. He will also address the gathering
during the programme. Later, the prime minister will
travel to Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu, where he will
inaugurate the South India Natural Farming Summit.

235 Pakistani drones
neutralised this year: BSF

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chandigarh

The Border Security Force
(BSF) has neutralised 255
drones this year, which came
from Pakistan for smuggling
heroin and weapons, a senior
BSF, Punjab Frontier official
has said.

He further said the BSF has
strengthened surveillance in
the wake of the fog season
ahead to check smuggling
activities from across the
border. Speaking to the media
in Amritsar on Monday, BSF
Inspector General Atul Fulzele
mentioned that visibility
decreases during the fog
season, which can be exploit-
ed by smugglers using drones.

“We have made necessary
arrangements to address this
issue. Special surveillance
equipment will be utilised
during foggy conditions, and
we will maintain strict mon-
itoring of riverine areas, rein-
forcing our overall surveil-
lance grid,” Fulzele said.

He also noted that BSF per-
sonnel would keep an eye on

Govt to file chargesheet in Zubeen death case by December 10

TONY DAS M Guwahati

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Tuesday said
that the Government is com-
mitted to file the chargesheet
against the accused persons,
connected with the death of
iconic singer Zubeen Garg by
December 10.

Talking to media, the Chief
Minister said that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah granted
sanction under Section 208 of
the BNSS to the Assam
Government to proceed
against those linked to the
death of Zubeen Garg in
Singapore, allowing the police
to file chargesheet.

Section 208 of the BNSS says
that if a crime is committed
outside India, the case can be
taken up by the court only
after the central Government
gives prior sanction, he said.
The CM said that today ‘marks
the 53rd birthday of our

individuals approaching
border areas to retrieve
drone drop-offs from across
the border.

Joint checks will be con-
ducted by BSF troops and
Punjab Police on roads
leading to border areas to
prevent smuggling. “We do it
every year and will do it this
time as well”, the 1G said. “To
date, the BSF has neutralised
255 drones coming from
Pakistan,” he said.

Afew days ago, the BSF said
that it had successfully inter-
cepted 251 drones. It also
recovered 329 kg of heroin, 16
kg of ICE (methampheta-
mine), 191 weapons, 12 hand
grenades and over 10 kg of
explosives till November 14
this year. The BSF also neu-
tralised three Pakistani intrud-
ers and apprehended 240
Indian smugglers and 19
Pakistani nationals involved in
cross-border crimes, it said.

Oon Monday, the BSF
announced the recovery of 50
rounds of 9mm ammunition
near Muthiawala village in
Ferozepur.

= States Focus = CM unveils 3
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M Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday
unveiled three major policies
— Information Technology
Policy, SpaceTech Policy and
Startup Policy — to trans-
form the State into a global
destination for innovation
and deep tech solutions.

This will strengthen the
State’s position as India’s
leading technology hub, he
said, asserting that Karnataka
is “not merely participating in
the global tech revolution,
but leading it”.

The Chief Minister said this
during the inauguration of
the 28th edition of the
Bengaluru Tech Summit
2025, organised by the
Karnataka Department of
Electronics, IT and BT and
Software Technology Parks of
India (STPI).

Noting that Karnataka has
always led India in policy
innovation, the CM said,
“We launched India’s first IT
policy in 1997 and continue
this leadership with new
policies.

“At this summit, we are
also taking a historic step
with the launch of three
transformative policies: The

Karnataka Information
Technology Policy 2025-2030,
the SpaceTech Policy 2025-
2030, and the Startup Policy
2025-2030. With this data-
driven, emerging technology-
ready Karnataka Information
Technology Policy, we aim to
transform the State into a
global destination for innova-
tion and deep tech.”

With the SpaceTech Policy
2025-2030, Siddaramaiah
said, “We aim to position
Karnataka as India’s leading
space technology hub, cap-
turing 50 per cent of the
national market and 5 per
cent globally by 2034.”

“The new Startup Policy is
being launched, and this
policy aims to enable the
creation of 25,000 startups
over the next five years
through strategic interven-
tions in funding, market
access, infrastructure, talent
development, and social
inclusion,” he said, assert-
ing that this forward-looking
governance enhances
Karnataka’s competitiveness
in a rapidly evolving global
tech landscape.

Themed “Futurise”, the
three-day summit will bring
together global leaders, pol-
icymakers, investors, star-
tups, and innovators to

explore emerging frontiers
across DeepTech, Biotech &
HealthTech, Semiconductors,
and Startup Innovation.

Siddaramaiah said that
Karnataka continues to
remain one of India’s top
States for FDI inflows, global
partnerships, and multina-
tional investments due to its
stability, predictability and
transparency.

“The ecosystem blends
world-class engineering,
transparent policy, strong IP
culture, and vibrant global
communities. Our business
environment is supported
by top-tier legal, financial
and technical expertise along

India, Germany review defence ties
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M New Delhi

India and Germany on
Tuesday reviewed the entire
spectrum of their bilateral
ties during the India-
Germany High Defence
Committee meeting here
and resolved to further their
relationship, the Defence
Ministry said.

Giving details, it said
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh co-chaired the
meeting with the State
Secretary, German Ministry of
Defence Jens Plotner.

They discussed a range of
bilateral security and defence
issues including priority areas
for co-development and
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co-production of defence
equipment.

The co-chairs reaffirmed
commitment to enhance mil-
itary-to-military cooperation
with a focus on developing
defence ties as a key pillar of
the Strategic Partnership
between India and Germany.

They also exchanged views
on the regional security situ-
ation and discussed intensi-
fying bilateral exchanges,
including institution of mili-
tary exercises.

Germany will be participat-
ing in Tarang Shakti(multina-
tional air combat exercise)
and MILAN (multinational
naval exercise) planned in
2026. India is the ‘First
Responder’ and ‘Net Security

Provider’ for countries in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

The Defence Secretary
informed the visiting German
delegation that India’s
approach to the region is
guided by its vision of
MAHASAGAR (Mutual and
Holistic Advancement of
Security and Growth Across
Regions).

India has been working
closely with countries in the
IOR on a range of areas from
development partnership,
defence and maritime secu-
rity, capacity building and
Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief. The
German side acknowledged
India’s role in the Indian
Ocean Region.

with strong global connectiv-
ity,” he added.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted that Bengaluru’s tem-
perate climate, multicultural
character, and open civic
culture attract people from
across the world.

“Karnataka offers every-
thing businesses require,
from research to markets,
from infrastructure to talent.
Innovation thrives where
quality of life thrives.
Karnataka is not simply
participating in the global
tech revolution. It is leading
it,” he added.

Reiterating the Gover-
nment’s focus on building
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday urged private
persons and public bodies to
treat water as a sacred and
finite national resource, as
she conferred the sixth
National Water Awards.
She said sustainable man-
agement and community
participation were essen-
tial to ensure long-term
water security, as she cau-
tioned that India faces
growing stress on its limited
freshwater reserves.
“Thousands of years ago,
our forefathers said in the Rig
Veda, apsu antah amritam

(there is immortality in

Learning from Axiom-4 mission being compared
with planning for Gaganyaan Shubhanshu Shukla

M New Delhi

Astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla
on Tuesday said engineers at
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) were
comparing his experiences
onboard the Axiom-4 mission
to the International Space
Station with the planning for
Gaganyaan, India’s maiden
human spaceflight.

Shukla, who became the
first Indian astronaut to travel
to the International Space
Station (ISS), said the formal
training for the Gaganyaan
mission would begin soon.

Four Indian astronauts
have been selected and
trained for the Gaganyaan
mission which is expected to
take place in 2027, when the
home-build LVM-3 will place
atleast two of them in a low
earth orbit.

Shukla, the IAF pilot-
turned-astronaut, said the
engineers at ISRO were iden-
tifying the dissimilarities
between the Gaganyaan
mission and other human

spaceflight to identify the
gaps, if any.

“These missions are so
complex that you want to be
really sure when you send
something up. That is the
activity that is happening
very intensely. All the systems
are being discussed, revised.
The philosophy is being
checked. That kind of de-
brief is happening,” he told
reporters on the sidelines of
India International Space
Conclave organised by the
Indian Space Association
(ISpA) here.

Shukla said the Gaganyaan

mission was an ongoing pro-
gramme, and training and
development are taking place
simultaneously,

He said there will be a
formal training process for
the Gaganyaan mission, but
itwill not be as expanded as
other missions.

“When I got into training
for Axiom-4, | did my training
up till the mission. It will not
be that compact for the first
Gaganyaan mission,” he said.

The astronaut said that he
was sharing with ISRO engi-
neers his experiences about
the Axiom-4 mission and the

systems and information
gained from his 18-day stay at
the orbital laboratory.

“The change that has
occurred is that after my
training and my mission, the
experience we gained has
been used to create a tem-
plate,” he said.

Shukla said the umbrella
benefit of the Axiom-4 mission
was that Indian engineers
were comparing everything
they were doing with the
experience gathered during
his stay at the orbital lab.

“The problem of space mis-
sions is that there is no one
rightanswer.You candoitin
10 different ways. What I can
dois verify the robustness of
what we are doing. That activ-
ity is happening,” he said.

“I don’t think there is any
direct change thatis happen-
ing in anything we are doing
in G-1 (the first uncrewed
mission under the
Gaganyaan programme). Yes,
the analysis is happening
and if we feel there is a need,
the changes will be incorpo-
rated,” Shukla said.

future-ready infrastructure
for deep-science and
advanced engineering, the
Chief Minister said that the
State has already established
Centres of Excellence in Al,
cyber-security, data science,
animation and robotics, and
is the first in India to launch
a dedicated roadmap for
quantum technologies.

He said thatinclusivity is a
defining feature of the State’s
approach.

Through the “Beyond
Bengaluru” initiative, the
Chief Minister said, “We are
consciously decentralising
our technology economy by
developing Tier-2 cities as
the next generation innova-
tion clusters. This is not
merely an economic strategy,
it is a commitment to equi-
table growth”.

“Every district in Karnataka
must have access to the
opportunities of the digital
age. Every young person,
whetherin a metro orasmall
town, should have the chance
to build a career in high-

value technology and
research.”
Reiterating the

Government’s commitment
to fostering a supportive
innovation ecosystem, the
Chief Minister said Karnataka

water),” the president said,
according to a statement.

“Water is life. A person can
live a few days without food,
but not without water. We
must remember that we are
using a very valuable
resource,” she said.

She urged citizens, institu-
tions and Governments to
treat water as a “sacred and
finite national resource.”

The president congratulat-
ed the 46 awardees across
10 categories for their work
in conservation, innovation,
and efficient water use.

“I congratulate all the indi-
viduals and organisations
who have received this
award today. You are
working hard for water, and

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

policies to boost tech in Karnataka

remains open and welcomes
global and domestic players.

“Our message to the world
is simple and sincere: the
Government of Karnataka is
here to support you. Whether
you are a global company
seeking to establish an R&D
centre, a startup building
your first prototype, an aca-
demician conducting fron-
tier research, or an investor
searching for transformative
ideas, Karnataka is your
home. We will provide the
infrastructure, the skills, the
policy environment, the
talent pipeline, and above all,
the confidence that your
ambition will find every pos-
sible support here,” he said.

Calling for collaboration,
Siddaramaiah urged innova-
tors, researchers, founders,
investors, students, and
leaders gathered to help
shape the future.

“Let us work together to
ensure that Artificial
Intelligence becomes a force
for inclusion, that Quantum
Technologies unlock new
frontiers of science, that
Biotechnology and SpaceTech
push the boundaries of
human progress, and that
DeepTech solutions address
the biggest challenges of our
time,” he added.

Treat water as sacred, finite resource: Murmu

your efforts are crucial for
our nation,” she said.

President Murmu said
climate change is disrupting
the water cycle, intensifying
pressure on already limited
water resources.

“In such a situation, the
Governmentand the people
should work together to
ensure water availability and
water security,” she said, and
underlined the need to pre-
serve groundwater, promote
a circular water economy,
and strengthen reuse and
recycling across industries.

President Murmu cited the
JalJeevan Mission’s expansion
of household tap water con-
nections as a major shift in
India’s water landscape.

Bengal Governor lodges police
complaint against TMC MP

see Bose in the Court. “l
stand by my remarks, he is

The ongoing war of words
between Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose and
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
Member of the Lok Sabha
Kalyan Banerjee on Tuesday
culminated into a police
complaint being lodged on
behalf of the Raj Bhavan
against the Serampore MP
for his publicly accusing
the Governor of harbouring
criminals (from the BJP) and
supplying them with arms.

The complaints were
lodged under a plethora of
Sections ie 151,152,197, 353
196 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), sources in
the Governor’s House said
adding the section per-
tained to disturbing inter-
nal peace, causing armed
rebellion etc. Sources also
said that the Governor was
contemplating filing of a
defamation suit in the
Calcutta High Court against
the TMC leader.

A defiant Banerjee
however stood by his
remarks saying he would

Paying tributes to Zubeen Garg on his birth anniversary, Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma donating blood on Tuesday
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beloved Zubeen Garg — a day
that reminds us of his music, his
voice, and his irreplaceable
place in Assam’s heart’.

“On this very day, Union
Home Minister @AmitShah has
granted the required sanction
under Section 208 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) to proceed
against the accused linked to

Zubeen'’s death in Singapore,”
Sarma said in a post on X. This
sanction is a crucial legal step,
allowing the administration
to file a charge sheet and move
forward firmly and lawfully for
trial of the case, Sarma added.

He said that they remain
fully committed to file the
charge sheet against the
accused persons within

December 10 this year.

Garg died in Singapore,
where he had gone to partici-
pate in the North East India
Festival (NEIF), on September 19
and after his cremation here,
multiple FIRs were filed, with
the State Government consti-
tuting a Special Investigating
team (SIT) under the CID to
investigate the case.

Subsequently, seven people,
including festival organiser
Shyamkanu Mahanta, his
manager Siddhartha Sharma,
his cousin Sandipan Garg, musi-
cian Shekhar Jyoti Goswami,
singer Amritprabha Mahanta
and two Personal Security
Officers (PSO), were arrested in
this connection.

Sarma had said in October
that the charge sheet by the
SIT will be submitted within
the stipulated period of three
months and the investiga-
tions were proceeding on
expected lines.
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Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi is
India’s best-ranked insti-
tute, followed by IIT
Bombay and 1T
Kharagpur, according to
QS World University
Sustainability rankings
announced on Tuesday.
Lund University in
Sweden has taken the top
spot for the first time
since the ranking was
established in 2023.

The University of
Toronto had been the best
in the world in 2024 and
2025 and now drops to
second place, followed by
UCL in the UK, which has
climbed two positions to
third overall. With 26 new
entries this year, India is
one of only four higher
education systems that
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have more than 100 uni-
versities feature in the
rankings.

“Of the 103 universities
from India, 32 improve
their ranking this year, 15
retain the same rank as
last year and 30 drop.
Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi is once
again India’s best perform-
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ing institution, this year
appearing at 205th.
However, the institu-
tion’s overall score is higher
than in the previous itera-
tion,” the London-based
QS said in a statement.
“Among the 15 IITs that
feature in the ranking this
year, six improve their
ranking in 2026 compared

working like a stooge of
the BJP... I have seen thou-
sands of people like him...
let him do what he wants
to, If he chooses to malign
me like this then I too will
take steps... I will not spare
him,” Banerjee said.

The Governor had on
Monday got security forces
including bomb and dog
squads to conduct a search
operation — for bombs
and other stockpile of arms
alleged by the TMC MP —
inside his official residence
at the iconic Raj Bhavan.

The suo motu search
operation was ordered by
the Governor in reaction to
Banerjee’s earlier allega-
tions that he was a “BJP’s
sidekick who in order
to increase his marks
before Home Minister Amit
Shah is doing all kinds of
things in Bengal... before
talking of free and fair
elections he should first
stop harbouring BJP crim-
inals inside the Raj Bhavan
and supplying them with
bombs and guns.”

IIT Delhi leads in QS Sustainability rankings

to the 2025 iteration. IIT
Delhiis one of six IITs that
has made significant
progress since the inaugur-
al ranking three years ago,”
it added.

A number of Indian uni-
versities achieved their
highest-ever score in the
2026 iteration of this
ranking, including nine
within the top 700.

Vellore Institute of
Technology; IIT Roorkee;
Shoolini University of
Biotechnology and
Management Sciences;
Lovely  Professional
University; Panjab
University; Banaras Hindu
University; National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), Rourkela; 1IT, BHU
and UPES are the Indian
universities ranking within
the top 700 that achieved
their highest-ever position
this year.
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Gallows for Sheikh
Hasina, dilemma for India

As Dhaka pushes for her extradition, India now finds
itself at the centre of a sensitive geopolitical
dilemma — one that will test its strategic priorities

As things were progressing in Bangladesh, a harsh
punishment for the ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was
on the cards, but few thought it would be this severe. The
death sentence handed to former Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is both troubling and turbulent, as it could
change the political history of the subcontinent. The verdict -
delivered by the International Crimes Tribunal for “crimes
against humanity” during the 2024 student uprising — has
been received at two extremes: jubilation among opponents
and anxiety within the established political spectrum. It is also
a complex strategic dilemma for India, where Hasina is
residing under political asylum.

While the interim government under Muhammad Yunus has
hailed the ruling as a triumph of accountability, Hasina has
condemned it as a “rigged” and politically motivated verdict.
The verdict, though judicial, is based on political expediency
rather than the tenets of jurisprudence.

Bangladesh today stands deeply polarised. Supporters of the
uprising view the verdict as long-overdue justice against
excessive state brutality under Hasina's tenure. But it sets a
dangerous precedent: a former elected leader tried in
absentia, convicted swiftly, and sentenced to death without
being given a fair chance to present her case. The risk of
political vendetta becoming state policy looms large, raising
concerns about the weakening of democratic institutions and
due process in Bangladesh. The verdict has only intensified the
political chaos and confusion in the country.

Bangladesh is now facing uncertainty on various counts -
instability, economic fragility, and factional divides that can
lead to anarchy and even violence on the streets. For India, the
dilemma could not be greater. Hasina has been New Delhi’s
most reliable partner in Dhaka - helping with
counterterrorism, border management, and regional stability.
The demand for her extradition by Bangladesh places India in
an uncomfortable position. India cannot ignore the political
context behind the charges, the credibility of the tribunal, or
the long-standing strategic partnership with Hasina. New
Delhi's cautious response - affirming its commitment to
“peace, democracy, inclusion, and stability” in Bangladesh —
reflects the complexity of the moment. India now faces three
broad strategic options: extradite Hasina, which would
appease the interim government but risk alienating a large
section of Bangladeshi society and damage New Delhi's
credibility as a protector of political refugees; grant asylum or
safe passage to a third country, which protects Hasina but
could strain ties with the current Bangladeshi administration
and provoke diplomatic retaliation; and finally, delay the
process as much as possible by invoking technicalities. India
could also impose conditions on any extradition. India’s long-
term interest lies not in choosing sides but in ensuring that
Bangladesh remains stable, democratic, and peaceful. New
Delhi must tread carefully, balancing humanitarian
considerations, legal obligations, and geopolitical realities.

Pargana district of West Bengal.
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SUPREME COURT FLAGS URGENT
CRISIS OVER MISSING CHILDREN

The Supreme Court on Tuesday,
November 18, expressed serious
concern over reports indicating
that a child goes missing in India
every eight minutes, describing
the situation as alarming and
requiring urgent systemic
attention. A bench comprising
Justices BV Nagarathna and R
Mahadevan made the
observation while examining a
case concerning missing children
and the effectiveness of the
country’s adoption and tracing
mechanisms.

Justice Nagarathna
highlighted that the existing
adoption framework is
excessively complex and time-
consuming, often compelling
individuals to resort to illegal
channels. The bench emphasised
the necessity for swift and
coordinated action, stating that
any complaint uploaded on the

designated portal must be
immediately shared with
relevant officers to ensure
prompt intervention.

The Supreme Court had
directed the Centre to create an
online platform under the Home
Ministry to improve
coordination among police
tracing missing children. This
aims to streamline procedures,
reduce delays, and prevent
exploitation.

The remarks stress urgent
reforms in adoption and child-
tracing mechanisms, with better
monitoring. Authorities and civil
society must collaborate to
protect vulnerable children. The
court warns that systemic
inefficiencies cannot
compromise their safety, and
immediate action is essential.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
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The Indian heritage of overland outreach

The Indian subcontinent’s ancient routes served as arteries of trade, diplomacy, and knowledge, connecting distant regions
and cementing India’s role as a crucible of civilisation and cross-cultural exchange

RAGHVENDRA
SINGH

In prehistoric times, the civilisations of Egypt and
Mesopotamia flourished to the west of India,
with China to its east. India’s mountain passes
provided natural access to Afghanistan, Iran, the
Pamirs, Central Asia, and thence to West Asia,
the Mediterranean world, and China. Goods from
Badakshan and Central Asia found their way to
the Sindhu-Saraswati region in the same
manner as they did to Sumer and other ancient
centres. The Achaemenid Empire and the
Greco-Bactrian kingdoms provided an
effective bridge between India and the
Mediterranean world.

The Indian subcontinent was connected to the
West via Kandahar and Bolan Pass, and through
the proto-historic route via Makran. The route
through the Khyber passed via the Hindu Kush.
The latter became the principal route between
India and Western Asia. During Vedic times, the
significance of these roads was fully realised, and
gods were invoked for the protection of these
routes. The commercial importance of these
routes was acknowledged in the Atharva Veda.
Many frequently used routes are mentioned in
the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Pali literature
isalso an important source for establishing the
trade routes.

Before the 2nd Century BCE, land routes
between India and the West were more popular
than those by sea. The main land routes under-
went considerable changes as cities fell and rose,
altering the course of these routes substantial-
ly. The cities which controlled trade between
India and the West were Bactria, Merv, Ecbatana,
Ctesiphon, and Seleucia. Bactria was especial-
ly important for India. From there, Indian com-
modities passed through Khotan, Yarkand,
Kashgar, and China in the east; to the Oxus valley
in the northwest; and to the Euphrates and Tigris
valleys in the west. Bactria was also important
for goods from countries such as China and Iran.
The ancient route from Taxila to Bactria crossed
the Indus River. The proximity of the famous
Ashoka rock inscriptions is evidence of the antig-
uity and importance of this route. This was the
centre of transit trade between India, China,
Central Asia, and the Mediterranean world.
Numismatic evidence suggests that the scale
and volume of trade at Bactria was quite sub-
stantial and involved many countries. Its signif-
icance as a trade centre was remarkable, par-
ticularly before the development of sea routes
between India and the West.

Sartha is defined as ‘a group of travellers’. It
refers to merchants who invested equal
amounts of capital and traded with external
markets, travelling in a caravan. Their leader was

THE KHAROSTHI
SCRIPT SPREAD
OVER NORTH-
WEST INDIA,
AFGHANISTAN,
AND PARTS OF
CENTRAL ASIA,
AND REMAINED
IN USE FOR
ABOUT SEVEN
HUNDRED YEARS,
FROM THE 4TH
CENTURY BCE TO
THE 3RD
CENTURY CE.
SANSKRIT
MANUSCRIPTS IN
BRAHMI HAVE
BEEN EXCAVATED
FROM
DUNHUANG,
CHINA
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Those who joined the caravan were governed
by its rules and regulations. The start of a
caravan was a significant occasion for the mer-
chant community. For pilgrimage, sangha
was organised and its head was the sangha-
pati. The position of sarthavaha in trade and
commerce was similar.

The presiding deity of the caravans was
Yaksha Manibhadra. Temples in his honour
existed in northern India. The colossal statue
of Yaksha from Parkham, now housed in
Mathura Museum, represents him. Caravan
leaders and travellers by land and sea were the
carriers of stories from Indian literature. Like
Manibhadra, Manimekhalawas the presiding
goddess of sea travellers and sailors in south-
ern India. The Tamil Buddhist epic
‘Manimekalai’ refers to this sea
goddess, who rescued the heroine
from the unwanted attentions of

trade with the Roman Empire reached its peak.

The Kharosthi script was widespread in
northwest India, Afghanistan, and parts of
Central Asia, and remained in use for about 700
years, from the 4th Century BCE to the 3rd
Century CE. Sanskrit manuscripts in Brahmi
have been excavated from Dunhuang, China.
Hiuen Tsang observed that this script had been
taken from India and modified in different
locales. By the 7th Century CE, it had attained
considerable popularity in Central Asia.
Through the Kharosthi and Brahmi scripts,
Sanskrit became the universal language of
culture in that vast region.

Despite a rich legacy of overland connec-
tions, India has yet to create a prominent his-
torical narrative of this connectivity. Numerous
well-known heritage sites exist
along India’s western routes.
The idea is to bring these sites

a prince and took her across the a'/'he 1

sea to an island where she was
introduced to Buddhism. She is
regarded as the guardian of the
sea, namely the Indian Ocean.

The two great pathways - Uttarapatha and
Dakshinapatha — criss-crossed the Indian
subcontinent, playing a key role in promoting
India’s internal trade and culture. Fortuitously,
in the Kushan period, Kanishka controlled
routes to Central Asia and the Uttarapatha
simultaneously. No previous ruler had done
this. Consequently, Indian culture and trade
spread vigorously into central and eastern Asia.
Manuscripts written in Brahmi reached these
regions. Under Kanishka, Mathura emerged as
one of the major centres of art. Kushan art influ-
enced the eastern and western routes of
Central Asia. During the Kushan period, India’s

into dialogue and build partner-

moneer ships on the basis of shared her-

itage. Forinstance, there is a large

body of literature on the origins

of major crops, archaeological
evidence of which suggests contacts across the
west. India should aim to revive its overland
ties by launching projects to sustain its cross-
national connectivity with east Africa, the
Arabian Peninsula, and other such regions.
Over a dozen countries could be identified as
partners under this outreach initiative. Trade
should be a major focus, given that the Gulf
countries are India’s biggest trading partners.
China has built a strong narrative around the
‘Silk Route’, serving a strategic purpose. Of older
provenance and greater scale, India’s trade
routes have yet to claim their place in the
present era.

known as the sarthavaha, or ‘caravan leader’.

Inspiring the young: Most urgent national mission

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

2ND OPINION
THE PIONEER

With over 65 per cent of its population below the age of
35, India possesses one of the largest and youngest work-
forces in the world. A UN report titled The Power of 1.8 Billion
notes that countries with significant youth populations can
accelerate development — but only if they invest deeply
in education, health, and the protection of young people’s
rights. This promise, however, stands in stark contrast to
how youth energy has historically been channelled.

For more than two millennia, societies across the world
have drawn upon the courage and stamina of the young
largely to strengthen military might. Millions of bright, spir-
ited young people have been used as fuel for wars. Outside
the battlefield too, institutions have often failed to use youth

power constructively. Political parties deploy their youth
wings not for nation-building but for electoral muscle-break-
ing up rival meetings, intimidating opponents, and show-
casing strength. In the world of business and industry,
labour unions frequently rely on young workers to raise
fiery slogans, pressure management, or threaten loyal
employees to extract concessions.

Even campuses are not immune. Student unions often
mobilise large groups to force administrative decisions, and
when negotiations fail, vandalism follows-ransacking
offices, smashing windowpanes, burning buses, and pub-
licly torching effigies of authorities. These repeated cycles
ofimpulsive, unfocused aggression demand serious intro-
spection. Youthful dissent is essential to a democracy, but
when passion is misdirected, it becomes a tool of destruc-
tion rather than a catalyst for progress.

This raises uncomfortable yetimportant questions: Are
we giving our youth a purpose worth striving for? Are we
guiding their energy towards nation-building rather than
chaos?Is there truly no alternative to the misuse of youth
power? Mahatma Gandhi envisioned young people as cat-
alysts of moral and social transformation-individuals
shaped by courage, conviction, discipline, and service. His
belief remains profoundly relevant. In today’s digital era,
the youth are not just foot soldiers; they are innovators,
entrepreneurs, coders, creators, climate warriors, and social

reformers. Across India, young people are building start-
ups that solve real-world problems, leading movements
on mental health, gender equality, and environmental pro-
tection, and reshaping the civic landscape through creativ-
ity and activism. What they require is not suspicion or sur-
veillance, but support, trust, and principled guidance.
History shows that when a nation allows its youth to
wander down a path marked by indiscipline, violence, and
disrespect, it invites social decay. Youth are like a double-
edged sword: capable of dismantling enemies-but equally
capable of destabilising their own homeland if provoked,
misguided, or misused. If we continue to encourage strikes,
vandalism, aggression, and hostility towards teachers and
institutions, we risk nurturing a generation that may, unin-
tentionally, help erode the very foundations of the nation
they are meant to uplift.

Today, India stands at a critical intersection of oppor-
tunity and responsibility. Parents, educators, leaders,
and communities must work together to cultivate not just
ambition but character; not just skills but compassion; not
just energy but ethical purpose. The task is immense, but
the reward is immeasurable: strengthening the nation’s
soul. Let us recognise that our youth are partners of today
and builders of a more resilient India.

( The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Military rule under constitutional pretence

Apropos the article “Constitutionalised Coup d’Etat in
Pakistan” (Nov 18, 2025), the piece highlights a troubling
pattern that Pakistan has long struggled to overcome:
power concentrated in military hands under a carefully
maintained veneer of constitutional legitimacy. Each time
a general assures the public of temporary stewardship,
the promise of restoring genuine democratic authority
slips further from reach.

The present situation is particularly alarming as mili-
tary consolidation occurs openly, with parliamentary struc-
tures intact but hollowed out. Civilian leaders hold office
yet wield little power, while unelected actors dictate
Pakistan’s political fate, undermining trust and national
institutions.

If Pakistan is to reclaim genuine democratic space, it
must reassert civilian supremacy through legal clarity,
transparent checks and balances, and empowered leg-
islatures.

International partners should support democratic
strengthening rather than short-term convenience. Only
through a renewed commitment to shared governance,
with the military returning to a professional role, can
Pakistan rebuild trust and move towards a future defined
by citizens, not uniforms.

M BARATHI ABBHARNA | BENGALURU

Mexico’s Gen Z demands accountability

Apropos “Gen Z Rage Ignites Mexico’s Streets” (Nov 18),
the unrest in Mexico highlights a profound generational
impatience with a system that has long failed to protect
its citizens and uphold public trust. The anger today did
not arise suddenly; it stems from repeated failures to
curb corruption, cartel violence, and protect reformers
like Carlos Manzo. Young people now reject old
excuses, demanding accountability from distant insti-
tutions, echoing movements elsewhere calling for polit-
ical renewal.

Yet the situation raises difficult questions: how
easily can genuine public anger be distorted by oppor-
tunistic groups or undermined by misinformation, espe-
cially in an era where online narratives outpace facts?
Mexico now stands at a critical juncture: suppressing
unrest may bring temporary calm, butignoring its root
causes risks deeper turbulence.

A credible path forward requires transparent inves-
tigations, sincere engagement with youth leaders, and
a clear plan to strengthen the rule of law.

Small steps toward rebuilding trust may not imme-
diately calm the streets, but they demonstrate that the
government is willing to listen before frustration esca-
lates further.

A MYILSAMI | COIMBATORE

India’s falling global rankings

India, the world’s largest democracy, faces concerning
declines across key global indices. According to the
Reporters Without Borders World Press Freedom
Index, India fell from 140 in 2014 to 151in 2025, with the
report noting that “violence against journalists, highly
concentrated media ownership, and political alignment”
have put press freedom in crisis. On the UNDP Human
Development Index, India remains at 130, with inequal-
ity reducing the HDI by 30.7 per cent, one of the highest
losses in the region. Despite improvements in health
and education, income and gender disparities remain,
with female labour force participation and political rep-
resentation lagging.

The Global Gender Gap Index fell from 114 to 131, with
female parliamentary representation dropping from 14.7
to 13.8 per cent and ministerial roles from 6.5 to 5.6 per
cent. The Corruption Perceptions Index declined from
85 to 96, while the Heritage Foundation’s Economic
Freedom Index fell from 120 to 128.

The Global Hunger Index places India at 102 of 123
countries, reflecting serious malnutrition. It is crucial
that the government implements time-bound policies
to address these deficits and improve India’s standing
across these indices.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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Bihar’s verdict and the emerging grammar of Indian politics

Bihar's voters have signalled that they expect a politics grounded in governance, seriousness and respect for national cohesion.
Those expectations are likely to frame the grammar of Indian politics for years to come

HARDEEP
SINGH PURI

The people of Bihar have delivered a
mandate whose weight goes well beyond
the arithmetic of seats. The National
Democratic Alliance has won 202 of the 243
seats in the Legislative Assembly, while the
Bharatiya Janata Party alone has secured 89
seats, its best ever performance in the
state. The Mahagathbandhan has fallen to
just 34 seats after having dominated Bihar’s
politics for decades in various combinations.
A turnout of 67.13 per cent out of more than
7.4 crore registered voters makes this one
of the mostintensely contested elections in
the state’s recent history and gives the result
real democratic depth.

For years, much of the commentary on
Bihar treated the state as if it were frozen
in time. Elections were read as exercises in
caste arithmetic, with social demography
assumed to translate mechanically into
political outcomes. Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership, the grammar
of Indian politics has shifted decisively
towards development, inclusion and state
capacity, and Bihar’s electorate has respond-
ed to that shift with unusual clarity. The 2025
result reveals a more demanding voter, one
who has looked at the contrast between the
Bihar of insecurity and paralysis and the
Bihar of improved governance. Many citizens
have also expressed, in conversations and
turnout patterns, that this election carried
a sense of responsibility after the lower-than-
expected mobilisation in the 2024 general
election. They have drawn their own con-
clusions about where they want Bihar to
stand in the country’s wider journey.

Governance delivery has anchored this
transformation. Over the last decade, Bihar
has seen more than 55,000 kilometres of
rural roads built or upgraded, linking villages
to markets, schools and health centres.
Millions of households have received elec-
tricity, drinking water and social security
through a combination of central schemes
and state programmes. Under Saubhagya
and related initiatives, over 35 lakh house-
holds in Bihar were electrified, taking the
state close to universal household connec-
tivity. Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, more than 57 lakh pucca houses

Red Fort blast signals a dangerous new

YOUNG VOTERS  istered in the names of women. Such
ARE ALERT TO figures speak to concrete change that
RHETORIC THAT people can see and touch: an all weather
UNDERMINES road, a light that stays on, a tap that works,
a home that provides dignity.
INSTITUTIONS, As these public goods spread, old labels
FLIRTS WITH lose some of their hold. Bihar’s society
SEPARATIST remains diverse and layered, yet those
layers no longer behave like watertight
SENTIMENT OR containers in electoral terms.
TRIVIALISES Women from different com- > N
NATIONAL munities now share expecta- 31]3 %Dlﬂlltel’
SECURITY tions about safety, mobility CE 1865 |

have been sanctioned for Bihar, many reg-

inherited networks have seen their legisla-
tive space contract sharply. Bihar has
observed such formations at close quar-
ters for several decades and understands
their limits. The 2025 result suggests that
voters are looking at how leaders conduct
themselves in government, how they
respond in crises, how they engage with
institutions and how they use public
resources. Where family backgrounds

exist within the wider National

and opportunity. Young
people from families that once stood at
opposite ends of the social hierarchy now

The writer is India’s
Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas

@ hardeepspuri
@ @HardeepSPuri

@ hardeepspuri
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find themselves in the same coaching
classes and labour markets. Their daily
experiences draw them into a shared
space of aspiration. In that space, the ques-
tions they ask of politics concern jobs,
infrastructure, stability and fairness.
The verdict has also delivered a clear
message on dynasty centred politics.
Parties that relied on family charisma and

Democratic Alliance, they are
increasingly filtered through
demands for hard work, organ-
isational ability and a record of
service.

The behaviour of younger voters sits at
the heart of this shift. Bihar has one of
India’s youngest demographic profiles,
and millions of citizens born after 2000
voted in this election. They have grown up
in an India where expressways, digital pay-
ments, competitive federalism and ambi-
tious welfare schemes shape expectations.
They compare states, track announce-
ments and judge leaders on the speed

with which promises turn into visible
change. For them, the difference between
aroad laid on time and a road that never
leaves the file is not an abstract matter.
They experience that difference every day
when they commute to colleges, coach-
ing centres or workplaces and when they
see families back home benefit from
connectivity and welfare.

This generation also brings a sharp
instinct for national coherence. Young
voters are alert to rhetoric that under-
mines institutions, flirts with separatist
sentiment or trivialises national security.
They engage critically with policy debates,
including on unemployment and inequal-
ity, yet they draw a line between criticism
that aims to improve the republic and nar-
ratives that appear indifferent to its cohe-
sion. Bihar’s verdict reflects this distinction.
Voters have responded to a political for-
mation that speaks the language of both
development and national purpose with
unusual clarity.

Law and order provide another layer of
explanation. Bihar’s elections were once
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associated with booth capturing and vio-
lence. Over recent years, and especially in
this electoral cycle, those images have
largely receded. Insurgency affected
pockets have been pushed back through
the combined weight of firm security mea-
sures and economic development. Traders
now keep their shops open longer, stu-
dents travel with greater confidence, and
families experience public life with less
anxiety. An electorate that has seen this
improvement does not ignore it when
choosing its representatives.

The response of parts of the opposition
to these developments has been reveal-
ing. Rather than reflecting on the reasons
for their loss of support, some leaders have
preferred to cast doubt on the Election
Commission, on voter lists or on the fair-
ness of the process itself. This posture does
little justice to the intelligence and agency
of Bihar’s voters. It also ignores the fact
that the same institutional framework has
produced outcomes favourable to the
opposition in other states. The electorate
expects a more serious engagement with
its concerns than blanket denunciations
of the system that it has just used so enthu-
siastically.

Placed in a wider national and global
context, Bihar’s verdict strengthens an
emerging pattern. At a time when several
democracies grapple with polarisation,
economic drift and institutional fatigue,
India continues to register high participa-
tion, stable leadership and a policy trajec-
tory centred on growth, inclusion and
national strength. The Bihar result adds
another layer of democratic endorse-
ment to that trajectory. It suggests that
voters in one of India’s most politically
conscious states see their own progress
intertwined with the country’s larger
journey towards a developed and confi-
dent Bharat by 2047.

For the National Democratic Alliance,
this mandate is both encouragement
and instruction. It validates the emphasis
on infrastructure, welfare delivery and
security, yetit also raises expectations for
faster job creation, deeper reforms and
continual institutional improvement. For
the opposition, the verdict poses serious
questions about strategy, leadership and
programme.

Bihar’s voters have signalled that they
expect a politics grounded in gover-
nance, seriousness and respect for nation-
al cohesion. Those expectations are likely
to frame the grammar of Indian politics
for years to come.

Catalysing innovation in
India’s ESDM ecosystem

phase in India’s fight against terror

£ 5

ABHINAV SRIJAN
NARAYAN SHARMA

On November 10th , after a decade, India expe-
rienced its first terror attack on its heartland, start-
ing from the capital, which killed 13 and injured
more than 20. The largest bomb strike in India
since the 2006 Mumbai train bombings has nearly
blurred the red lines of terror against India. The
bomb blast at the Red Fort must be seen as a
serious warning or sign of upcoming dangers for
India, as itindicates multiple significant pattern
shifts in the terror cycle against India and possi-
bly a new beginning of jihad against India.

The Shift

There are three shifts worth noting
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later contributed to the formation of the Indian
Mujahideen in 2003, two years after the ban on
SIMIL. This led to a phase of indirect attack
methods, where the main outfit enabled strikes
by indirectly facilitating bombings. The infamous
ISI Karachi Project involved LeT and other terror
groups training Indian youth to carry out terror

attacks in India. The modus operan-

after the horrific terror incident in
Delhi. First, terror gloves are off now,
which shows the audacity to strike
India inits heartland —a dangerous
stance that was prominent from
the early to mid-2000s, diminished after 2014, and
shifted focus to Kashmir. Second, the tone and
nature of terror modules have also undergone
a major change. Earlier, the pattern was direct,
with terror outfits and their splinter groups direct-
ly recruiting and carrying out attacks with full
responsibility. Third: complexity and silence-until
now, no terror outfit has claimed responsibility
for the Red Fort terror attack, which is a troubling
shift —indicating an increasing depth of subver-
sive terrorism aimed at staging both direct and
indirect attacks through multiple methods — sab-
otage, institutional infiltration, front groups,
kidnappings, assassinations, etc. The shift may
resemble what LeT-supported Indian Mujahideen
and SIMI did, where radicalisation focused on
youth and students who formed the core of IM
and SIML.

Both terrorist groups targeted urban areas and
used high-impact serial blasts to create shock. The
SIMI group had about 90 per cent of its members
as students with bachelor’s degrees, supporting
Osama bin Laden’s goals through radical social
activities such as violence and protests. The main
factor that drove SIMI, an organisation historical-
ly established for religious education and reform,
towards more terror and extremist activities was
fractured communal lines and some external
inspiration from the 1979 Iranian revolution,
rejecting secularism and democracy. However,
after the government banned SIMI, it received
support from external terror groups such as LeT
and the Bangladesh-based Harkat-ul-Jihad, which
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diwas to train these youths through
brainwashing and operational train-
ing with IEDs, then facilitate their
movement to major cities and wait
for instructions to carry out bomb
strikes. Interestingly, they were taught how to
construct IEDs using locally available materials
to avoid leaving a clear trail of Pakistani involve-
ment, giving Pakistan a chance at plausible deni-
ability and creating a band of radicalised Indian
youths, especially Muslims.

This indirect method — the Karachi Project-
became a nightmare for India from 2005 to 2010,
leading to bombings in Jaipur, Pune, and
Ahmedabad. The case of Sayed Zabiuddin Ansari,
aka Abu Hamza, who was Indian-born in
Maharashtra, played a role in planning the 26/11
attacks, especially teaching Hindi to terrorists and
giving them instructions through VoIP. Another
interesting case is Yasin Bhatkal, who was born
in Karnataka and later became a prominent figure
and co-founder of Indian Mujahideen. Bhatkal
played a key role in carrying out a series of bomb-
ings, including the 2011 Mumbai bomb blasts, 2012
Pune, and 2013 Hyderabad blasts. This indirect
method involved spotters who identified uned-
ucated youth and some educated individuals,
exploiting communal fault lines to brainwash
them, which mainly involved blue-collar workers.
The cases of Bhatkal and Ansari are examples of
blue-collar individuals, as both of them did not
complete their education.

The Dangerous Shift

Perhaps for the first time in India’s terror land-
scape, a complete group of white-collar recruits
with full professional degrees and skillsets has
carried out a bomb strike. The emergence of

white-collar terror could signal another shift from
Pakistan’s ISI. This shift involves a
hybrid of indirect and inspired methods, where
online propaganda and training by terror outfits
like Jaish and LeT motivate self-radicalised indi-
viduals to carry out attacks, especially lone-wolf
attacks.

The case of four doctors, one of whom carried

' out a bomb strike near the Red Fort, indicates a

pattern more aligned with inspired terror, but it
also includes some indirect elements, such as
establishing contact with certain outfits, Kashmiri

| terror modules’ top commanders, and facilitat-

ing support from outside if some reports are to
be believed. However, what is concerning is the
strike pattern, which leans more towards inspired
methods. If this inspired method develops
further, it could trigger a wave of lone-wolf attacks.
An example is the 2016 Nice attack. Though the
perpetrator, Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel, acted
on his own, ISIS later claimed responsibility for
his actions.

Conversely, there is the 7 April 2017 truck attack
in Stockholm, Sweden, where a similar vehicle-
ramming incident occurred. In this case, ISIS did
not claim responsibility for the self-radicalised
man’s attack. The organisation was under
intense pressure at that time, and US-led coali-
tion forces had significantly damaged its presence
and capabilities; by the end of the year, ISIS was
defeated in Iraq.

Pakistan’s New Terror Plan

Pakistan’s ISI may have transformed its informal
Karachi Project into a more advanced and intri-
cate operation, potentially denying involve-
ment and remaining concealed during terror
attacks in India through this new initiative. The
hybrid approach of indirect and inspired tactics
could enhance terror groups’ capacity for subver-
sive activities by targeting more professional and
skilled operatives to maintain cover and infiltrate
institutions. Most concerningly, it provides a range
of strike options, from bombings to lone-wolf
attacks. The modus operandi would be simple-
execute a strike, avoid claiming responsibility, and
spark a wave ofradicalism in India, rekindling the
nightmare that IM once caused, but this time with
minimal human or direct terror network involve-
ment, thus sidestepping India’s large-scale retal-
iatory measures. While much remains to be
understood and determined about this poten-
tial shiftand new terror module, India must con-
sider strategies beyond kinetic operations and
focus on non-kinetic counter-terrorism methods
to prevent, counter, and address the conditions
enabling terrorism.

@ dailypioneer

@ @dailypioneer

@ The Pioneer

Abhinav is an advocate and
columnist, and Srijan is a national
security analyst
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Electropreneur Park (EP), Bhubaneswar, has
emerged as a transformative force in India’s
innovation landscape, particularly within the
Electronics System Design and Manufacturing
(ESDM) domain.

The Software Technology Parks of India (STPI)
has set up the EP Bhubaneswar Centre of
Entrepreneurship (CoE), with key stakehold-
ers such as the Electronics & IT Department,
Government of Odisha, the International
Institute of Information Technology (IIIT)
Bhubaneswar as the Knowledge & Academic
Partner, and the India Electronics and
Semiconductor Association (IESA) as the
Industry Implementation Partner for EP
Bhubaneswar. This unique partnership model
integrates government initiatives, academic
excellence, and industry expertise,
enabling startups to transition from ideation
to commercialisation with structured guidance
and support.

STPI actively fosters India’s tech startup
ecosystem through its 24 Centres of

access to funding schemes such as MeitY’s
GENESIS (Gen-Next Support for Innovative
Startups) programme and DPIIT’s SISF (Startup
India Seed Fund Scheme). Specialised initia-
tives such as the Mining Challenge further
amplify the opportunities available to incubat-
ed startups.

To date, EP Bhubaneswar has incubated 35
startups and supported over 80 others through
acceleration programmes.

These startups have collectively developed
116 working prototypes and successfully
launched 55 innovative products into the
market. The ventures nurtured by EP
Bhubaneswar have collectively raised exter-
nal funding of more than ?12 crores. In addi-
tion, 45 Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) have
been filed, underlining a culture of research-
driven innovation.

Several success stories underscore EP
Bhubaneswar’s on-ground impact. Aurassure
Pvt Ltd, specialising in environmental intelli-
gence, has emerged as a leader in smart air
quality monitoring.

Coratia Technologies, focusing on underwa-
ter robotics, has gained national recognition
through awards such as iDEX and Shark Tank.
SMPS Electric Control Pvt. Ltd. is innovating in
hybrid power systems for smart grids and e-
mobility. FXUAV Technologies is developing
enterprise-grade drones for strategic applica-
tions, while PriME Technologies is addressing
critical healthcare challenges through loT-

enabled solutions.

Entrepreneurship (CoEs) and the
Next Generation Incubation Scheme

(NGIS). This comprehensive support
has empowered over 1,400 star-
tups, helping them collectively raise around
%600 crores from investors. Beyond funding,
STPI's CoEs, which offer 360-degree support
including lab infrastructure, mentorship, IP
filing, and market access, have facilitated the
creation of over 2,000 products and enabled
more than 1,000 Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) filings.

EP Bhubaneswar is committed to promot-
ing indigenous innovation, product develop-
ment, and intellectual property creation. It
focuses on nurturing high-potential startups
working in cutting-edge areas such as artifi-
cial intelligence, 5G, drones, healthcare, and
other ESDM-related technologies. Through a
combination of incubation, acceleration,
mentoring, funding access, and market link-
ages, EP Bhubaneswar is building an ecosys-
tem conducive to entrepreneurship and sus-
tainable growth.

EP Bhubaneswar’s infrastructure and
support mechanisms are tailored to meet the
multifaceted needs of ESDM startups. EP
offers cutting-edge lab facilities, technical men-
toring, business development assistance, and

These ventures, and many

0 >
@ht épwﬂ“l’ others like them, demonstrate

{IKTYYI M how EP Bhubaneswar is not only

contributing to the growth of the
ESDM sector in Odisha but also playing a
pivotal role in furthering the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

By fostering entrepreneurship, enhancing
technological capability, and encouraging
the creation of intellectual property, EP
Bhubaneswar is positioning Odisha as a sig-
nificant player in India’s journey towards elec-
tronics self-reliance.

Looking ahead, Electropreneur Park
Bhubaneswar is poised to scale new heights
as it continues to support and enable a new
generation of technology entrepreneurs.

It remains steadfastin its mission to create
an innovation-led, knowledge-driven ecosys-
tem that empowers startups to address
complex challenges and contribute
meaningfully to India’s digital and economic
aspirations.

The writer is the Director @ daily pioneer

General of Software @ @arvindtw
Technology Parks of India
arvind-kumar71




The Pi

1oneer ;

WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 19, 2025

FROM THE

WORLD

3 cops killed in
road accident

Three motorway police
officers were killed in a
road accident in Pakistan’s
Punjab province, an
official said on Tuesday.
The accident occurred in
Bahawalpur, around 400
km from Lahore, late
Monday night. According
to a spokesperson of the
motorway police, a bus
rammed into a police
patrol vehicle on the
Multan-Sukkur motorway
after its driver lost control
of the vehicle due to
overspeeding, killing all
three officers on board on
the spot. The bus driver
has been arrested, he
said, adding that a probe
is on to ascertain whether
the driver was under the
influence of alcohol.
Aleem Khan attended the
funeral prayers of the
deceased officers. He also
ordered a inquiry into the
accident. Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
expressed her grief over
the death of the police
officers and extended
heartfelt sympathies.

| INDONESIA |
India aids bus
crash victims

The Consulate General of
India in Jeddah has set
up a camp office in
Madina to assist the
families of Indian Umrah
pilgrims who died in a
bus accident in Saudi
Arabia, the mission said
on Tuesday. Forty-four
Indians, including 42
from Telangana, were
killed in a collision
involving their bus and a
fuel tanker near Madina
in the wee hours of
Monday. The local
authorities had confirmed
that there is one Indian
survivor, and he is
undergoing medical
treatment. The Consulate
said it has set up the
camp office in the Indian
Haj Pilgrims Office in
Madina to assist the
families of Indians who
died in the accident. The
mission said Consul
General Fahad met Abdul
Shoeb Mohammed, the
lone survivor of the
accident, who is currently
undergoing treatment at
a hospital in Madina.

US Senators introduce bipartisan resolution to defend India ties

PRESS TRRUST OF INDIA
B New York/Washington

Two US lawmakers have
introduced a bipartisan res-
olution recognising the
strategic partnership
between the US and India,
applauding Delhi for increas-
ing its purchases of American
energy resources and stress-
ing for continued bilateral
cooperation to confront chal-
lenges like counterterrorism.

Democratic us
Representatives Ami Bera
from California, the longest-
serving Indian American
Member of Congress, and
Republican Joe Wilson of
South Carolina, have intro-
duced the bipartisan resolu-
tion “recognising the strate-
gic value of the historical
partnership between the
United States and India”.

The resolution introduced
on Monday underscores
decades of deepening coop-
eration between two of the
world’s largest democracies
across critical sectors, includ-
ing defence, technology,
trade, counterterrorism and
education. It also highlights
India’s vital role in promoting
regional stability, economic
growth and a free and
open Indo-Pacific.

“For more than three
decades, it has been the
policy of the United States
under the administrations of
Presidents Clinton, Bush,
Obama, Trump, and Biden to

Two UKrainians suspected in railway blast: Poland

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Warsaw

Two Ukrainian citizens
working for Russia are sus-
pected of blowing up a
railway line in Poland
over the weekend, Prime
Minister Donald Tusk said
on Tuesday.

Speaking to the Sejm, the
lower house of the Polish
parliament, Tusk said the
two suspects had been col-
laborating with Russian
secret services for a long
time. He said their identities
were known but could not
be revealed to the public
because of ongoing investi-
gations. The pair have
already left Poland.

Tusk has described the
explosion on a rail line
linking Poland’s capital,
Warsaw, to the border with
Ukraine as an “unprecedent-
ed act of sabotage.” In a sep-
arate incident, which Polish
officials are also now con-
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strengthen the strategic part-
nership with India, recognis-
ing its importance to region-
al stability, democratic gover-
nance, economic growth and
shared regional priorities,” it
said. The measure calls for
continued cooperation

firming as sabotage, power
lines over another segment
of the same rail line further
south were also damaged.

A meeting of the
Governmental National
Security Committee had

between the US and India to
confront 21st-century chal-
lenges — from counterterror-
ism and cyber threats to
emerging technologies.

It also recognises the
enduring people-to-people
ties between the two nations,

H
Ny

taken place earlier on
Tuesday, with the participa-
tion of military comman-
ders, heads of the intelli-
gence services and a repre-
sentative of the president.
Army patrols have been sent

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) officially
registers its name, gets rose as election symbol

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Kathmandu

A faction of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist), which
led the decade-long armed
insurgency in Nepal, official-
ly registered its name at the
Election Commission and got
a red rose as its election
symbol on Tuesday.

Former Maoist guerrilla
leader Netra Bikram Chand
“Biplav” steered the faction of
the party underground for
more than a decade after
the supremo of the Maoist
Party, Pushpa Kamal Dahal
"Prachanda", joined main-
stream politics by signing a
Comprehensive Peace Accord
in 2006. The Biplav-led faction
joined mainstream politics in
2020 after signing a peace
deal with the Government.

Talking to journalists at the
Election Commission premis-
es after registering his party,

w

Biplav, holding a rose, said,
his party is “now ready to par-
ticipate in the upcoming
general election scheduled
for March 5.”

He added that his party
supports the agenda of Gen
Z youths, who launched
protests against corruption,
political disorder and nepo-
tism. While then Maoist
supremo Prachanda formed

"
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a new party named the
Nepali Communist Party by
merging nearly a dozen
smaller organisations and
abandoned the name
“Maoist”, his erstwhile col-
league Biplav formed a sep-
arate political organisation
carrying the original name
CPN-Maoist. The Election
Commission has asked polit-
ical parties to register their

names from November 17 to
contest the upcoming
general elections on March 5.

A total of twelve political
parties, including the newly-
formed Nepali Communist
Party, registered their
name at the Election
Commission on Monday.
Political parties willing to
participate in the upcoming
general election are required
to register their name at the
Election Commission by
November 26.

The elections have been
necessitated following the
ouster of prime minister K P
Sharma Oli on September 9
after demonstrations by Gen
Z protesting corruption and
demanding lifting of a ban on
social media turned violent
leading to the death of 76
people in two days. Sushila
Karki took oath on September
12 as prime minister of an
interim Government.

" Human rights office calls on
Colombia to revoke airstrikes

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Bogota

Colombia’s human rights ombudswoman called on President
Gustavo Petro on Monday to suspend airstrikes against rebel
groups in the South American country, after revealing that at
least five teenagers had been killed in strikes conducted by
Colombia’s military in October and November. In a video
published on Monday, human rights ombudswoman Iris
Marin said that at least one teenager, a female, was killed in
a strike against the FARC-EMC rebel group in Arauca province
last week, while four teenagers who had been forcibly
recruited by the group were killed in another strike in the first
week of October. On Saturday, Marin had revealed that seven
minors were killed in another strike against the FARC-EMC in
the southern province of Guaviare, where the Government
has launched an offensive against Nestor Gregorio Vera.

\

which continue to be
strengthened by the Indian
American diaspora.

The resolution notes the
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks
that “led to the deaths of 166
individuals, including citi-
zens from both India and the

/

to check the safety of rail-
ways and other key
infrastructure in the east of
the country, the defence
minister said.

Polish prosecutors have
initiated an investigation into

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Aleppo

The first trial was opened
on Tuesday of some of the
hundreds of suspects
linked to deadly clashes in
Syria’s coastal provinces
earlier this year that
quickly spiralled into sec-
tarian attacks.

State media reported
that 14 people were
brought to Aleppo’s Palace
of Justice following a
month-long, Government-
led investigation into the
violence in March involv-
ing Government forces
and supporters of the
ousted Syrian President
Bashar Assad. The investi-
gating committee referred
563 suspects to the judi-
ciary. Seven of the defen-
dants in the court were
Assad loyalists, while the
other seven were

members of the new

“acts of sabotage of a terror-
railway infrastructure and
committed for the benefit of
foreign intelligence.

about an immediate danger
of a land traffic disaster,

threatening the lives and
health of many people and

Warsaw and, in a separate

were forced to stop at both

Syria opens trial for
coastal violence

United States” as well as the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack that claimed the lives
of 26 civilians and injured
dozens more and for which
The Resistance Front (a proxy
of Lashkar-e-Taiba), claimed
responsibility. “In the wake

ist nature” directed against

“These actions brought

property on a large scale,”
prosecutors said in a state-
ment. In the firstincident, an
explosion damaged the
tracks near the village of
Mika, about 100 kilometres
(60 miles) southeast of

incident, power lines were
destroyed in the area of
Pulawy, about 50 kilometres
(30 miles) from Lublin.
Trains carrying passengers

locations, but no one was
hurt. “The explosion was
most likely intended to blow
up the train,” Tusk said on
Monday in reference to the
Mika incident.

Government’s security
forces. Ajudge was heard
during the televised pro-
ceedings asking whether
they were military or civil-
ian. The trial follows pres-
sure from the public and
the international commu-
nity for the country’s new
rulers to commit to judi-
cial reform after decades
under the autocratic rule
of the Assad dynasty.
Despite initial reports
by the state media that
charges could quickly be
brought against the defen-
dants, the judge
adjourned the session and
rescheduled the next
hearing for December.
Charges against the
suspects could include

sedition, inciting civil
war, attacking security
forces, murder,

looting and leading armed
gangs, according to

State media.

of the Pahalgam attack, the
Government of the United
States designated The
Resistance Front as a foreign
terrorist organisation and as
a specially designated global
terrorist underscoring the
alignment of United
States and Indian efforts to
hold terror  groups
accountable,” it said.

The resolution notes that
“enhancing counterterror-
ism cooperation between
the United States and India is
essential to protect citizens,
strengthen regional stability,
disrupt terrorist networks
and promote a rules-based
international order”. The res-
olution said it “recognises
India’s growing energy needs
as an essential component
of its economic development
and applauds India for
increasing its purchases
of United States energy
resources, which enhance
mutual energy security,

economic prosperity and
bilateral cooperation”.

It views the bilateral rela-
tionship as holding the
potential to bring significant
benefit to the citizens of
both nations and to make
considerable contributions
to addressing the global chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

It reaffirms the strong and
long-standing partnership
between the Governments of
the US and India, rooted in
people-to-people ties, strate-
gic interests, including

upholding peace, security
and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region.

It supports the US and
India identifying further
opportunities to deepen
engagement and further
defence, commercial and
investment ties. It calls for
continued cooperation on
counter-terrorism, “includ-
ing the swift prosecution of
the perpetrators of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks”.

The resolution also notes
that Indian Americans have
made significant and endur-
ing contributions to the US
across diverse fields, includ-
ing business, academia,
science, technology, medi-
cine, health care, public
service and the arts, demon-
strating through their inno-
vation, hard work, and civic
engagement the promise of
the American Dream.

It said the strength of the
US-India partnership has
been reflected through his-
toric people-to-people
events, including the
“Howdy, Modi!" gathering in
Houston, Texas in September
2019, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Trump had jointly addressed
more than 50,000 Indian
Americans and the
“Namaste Trump" event in
Ahmedabad in February
2020, which “celebrated” the
enduring friendship
between the American and
Indian peoples.

Brazil seeks solutions
to warming crisis

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Belem

With a direct letter sent to
nations, host country Brazil is
shifting the UN climate con-
ference into a higher gear.

The letter sent late on
Monday comes during the
final week of what has been
billed as a historic climate
summit, the first ever in the
Amazon rainforest, a key reg-
ulator of climate because
trees absorb carbon dioxide,
a greenhouse gas that warms
the planet.

The letter comes ahead of
the speeches of high-level
ministers on Tuesday.

Headliners include repre-
sentatives from influential
European countries like Ed
Miliband, energy secretary
of the United Kingdom, and
Deputy Prime Minister Sophie
Hermans of the Netherlands.

More leaders will also
speak from small island
states and developing coun-
tries like Barbados and
Bangladesh, both facing loss
of land as seas rise because
of climate change. The letter
asks leaders to hash out
many aspects of a potential
agreement by Tuesday night
so that much is out of the way
before the final set of deci-
sions on Friday, when the
conference is scheduled to
end. Climate summits rou-
tinely go past their last day,
as all nations come to the
negotiating table trying to
balance domestic concerns
with major shifts needed
around the world to protect
the environment and cut
greenhouse gas emissions.

Brazil’s guidance for the
summit, called COP30, is
raising hopes for significant
measures to fight global
warming, which could range
from a road map to move
away from fossil fuels like oil
and coal, or more money to
help nations build out clean
energies like wind and solar.

For negotiators, Brazil’s
letter will mean later nights
as they seek to strike political
bargains across a host of
contentious issues.

“There are important con-
cessions we expect from all
sides,” said André Corréa do
Lago, COP30 president. "It is
said you have to give to
receive.” That Wednesday
timeline is “pretty ambitious",
and the stakes are high, said
Alden Meyer, a senior associ-
ate at climate think tank E3G.

“Whetherit’s dealing with
the impacts of climate
change, dealing with
increased energy bills and
energy insecurity, improving
health, or creating jobs. Those
are the things that people
care about.

They don’t care about some
sub-paragraphin a legal deci-
sion adopted here in Belem,”
Meyer said. “Brazil, the presi-
dency, has made that very
clearsince the beginning, that
that’s going to be the litmus
test.” He added that the opti-
mistic spirit of the host country
“is starting to get a little infec-
tious” and that that is part of
building trust and goodwill
amongst nations. “l sense
ambition. I sense a determina-
tion,” former German climate
envoy Jennifer Morgan said on
Monday morning.

Prisoner sues for his human
right to eat Vegemite

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Melbourne

A prisoner is challenging an Australian State’s ban on inmates
eating Vegemite, claiming in a court suit that withholding the
yeast-based spread breaches his human right to “enjoy his
culture as an Australian.” Andre McKechnie, 54, serving a life
sentence for murder, took his battle for the salty, sticky,
brown byproduct of brewing beer to the Supreme Court of
Victoria, according to documents released to The Associated
Press on Tuesday. Most Australians revere Vegemite as an
unfairly maligned culinary icon, and more than 80 per cent of
Australian households are estimated to have a jar in their
pantries. But inmates in all 12 prisons in Victoria are going
without. McKechnie is suing Victoria's Department of Justice
and Community Safety and the agency that manages the

prisons, Corrections Victoria.
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Netanyahu applauds Gaza plan, Hamas rejects it

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Tuesday applauded the
United Nations’ approval of
the Trump administration’s
blueprint to secure and
govern Gaza, while Hamas
rejected the plan as a foreign
instrument of control.

The resolution that passed
the UN Security Council on
Monday authorises an inter-
national stabilisation force to
provide security in war-dev-
astated Gaza, approves a
transitional authority called
the Board of Peace to be
overseen by President
Donald Trump and envisions
a possible future path to an
independent Palestinian
state. “We believe that
President Trump’s plan will
lead to peace and prosperi-
ty because it insists upon full
demilitarisation, disarma-
ment and the deradicalisa-
tion of Gaza,” Netanyahu'’s
office wrote on X on Tuesday.

The resolution provides a
wide mandate for the inter-
national force, including
overseeing the borders, pro-
viding security and demili-
tarising Gaza. Authorisation
for the board and force
expires at the end of 2027.

The US plan calls for the sta-
bilisation force to ensure “the
permanent decommission-
ing of weapons from non-
state armed groups.” It autho-
rises the force “to use all nec-
essary measures to carry out

China-Japan talks ease Taiwan remarks tension

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Beijing/Tokyo

Officials from China and
Japan on Tuesday held talks
in Beijing to tone down ten-
sions over Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s
recent remarks on Taiwan,
which led to a sharp deteri-
oration in bilateral ties.

Liu Jinsong, Director
General of the Department of
Asian Affairs of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, held consul-
tations with Kanai Masaaki,
Director-General of the
Japanese Foreign Ministry’s
Asian and Oceanian Affairs
Bureau, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
told the media.

During the talks, China
urged Japan to withdraw its
wrongful remarks and stop
creating trouble on China-
related issues, she said.

The Japanese side must
immediately withdraw its
wrongful remarks, deeply
reflect on itself and correct
mistakes, and give the
Chinese people a clear
account, Mao said.

Referring to reports that
Japan plans to modify the
ranks of its Self-Defence

Destroyed buildings in the Gaza Strip are seen from southern Israel
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its mandate” in compliance
with international law, which
is UN language for the use of
military force. Hamas said
on Monday that the force’s
mandate, including disarma-
ment, “strips it of its neutral-
ity,and turns itinto a party to
the conflict in favour of the
occupation.”

It said the resolution did
not “meet the level of our
Palestinian people’s political
and humanitarian demands

Forces and revert to use
then Imperial Japanese Army
rank titles, Mao said China
will never allow the resur-
gence of Japanese militarism,
nor will China allow anyone
to challenge the post-war
international order and
undermine global peace and
stability ever again.

She dismissed Japanese
protests of Chinese coast
guard ships patrolling the
disputed waters of the East
China Sea, saying that
patrolling in China’s territo-
rial waters is lawful, justified,
and beyond reproach.

China does not accept
Japan’s unreasonable rep-

and rights.” Hamas demand-
ed that any international force
be under UN supervision,
deploy only at Gaza’s borders
to monitor the ceasefire and
operate exclusively with
Palestinian institutions.

Palestinian Authority

welcomes resolution
The Palestinian Authority
welcomed the resolution
and said it was ready to
immediately implement it

resentations, and has reject-
ed them on the spot, and has
lodged representations
countering it, she said. The
flare-up in their bilateral ties
occurred after Takaichi,
regarded as a China hawk,
told a parliamentary com-
mittee on November 7
that a Chinese military attack
on Taiwan could be a “sur-
vival-threatening situation”
for Japan, which could
exercise its right to
collective self-defence.
Besides lodging diplomat-
ic protests, China, which is
the largest source of tourists
to Japan with about 7.4
million trips this year, has

on the ground. It said it
would cooperate with the US,
the UN, and other Arab and
European states.
Palestinians largely view
the PA, which governs semi-
autonomous zones in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank,
as weak and corrupt. The
authority’s security coordina-
tion with Israel is extremely
unpopular, and many
Palestinians see it as a sub-
contractor of the occupa-

asked its citizens to avoid
travelling to Japan, which
resulted in a spate of cancel-
lations of Chinese tourists.

Reports from Japan said
that through their talks,
Tokyo aims to calm the
diplomatic spat that has
begun to affect tourism, edu-
cation and entertainment
sectors between the two
neighbouring countries.

China, which considers
Taiwan as part of its main-
land, has demanded Takaichi
retract her remarks. Beijing
maintains that the Taiwan
issue is purely an “internal
affair.” In talks with Liu, Kanai
was expected to stress that
Takaichi has not changed
Japan’s position as stated in
a 1972 joint communique,
Japanese news agency Kyodo
reported, quoting the
Government sources.

In the document, Tokyo
recognised the People’s
Republic of China as the sole
legitimate Government of
China, switching its diplomat-
ic recognition from Taiwan.
Communist-led China and
democratic Taiwan have
been governed separately
since they splitin 1949 follow-
ing a civil war.

tion. The UN vote came about
following nearly two weeks
of negotiations, when Arab
nations and the Palestinians
pressed the United States to
strengthen language about
Palestinian self-determina-
tion. The proposal still gives
no timeline or guarantee for
an independent state, only
saying it’s possible after
advances in the reconstruc-
tion of Gaza and reforms of
the Palestinian Authority.

The US revised the resolu-
tion to say that after those
steps, “the conditions may
finally be in place for a cred-
ible pathway to Palestinian
self-determination and state-
hood.” “The United States
will establish a dialogue
between Israel and the
Palestinians to agree on a
political horizon for peaceful
and prosperous coexis-
tence,” it adds.

A key to the resolution’s
adoption was support from
Arab and other Muslim
nations that had been critical
of the ceasefire and poten-
tially could contribute to the
international force. The US
mission to the United
Nations distributed a joint
statement Friday with Qatar,
Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Jordan
and Turkey calling for “swift
adoption” of the US propos-
al. Both Indonesia, the
world’s most populous
Muslim-majority nation, and
Turkey said they would work
toward a two-state solution,
which Netanyahu has
opposed. Turkish officials
have previously said Turkey
is ready to contribute to an
international force in Gaza
despite Israeli opposition to
a Turkish presence.

The vote shores up hopes
that Gaza’s fragile ceasefire
will be maintained following
a war set off by Hamas’ sur-
prise attack on southern
Israel on October 7, 2023,
which killed about 1,200

people. Israel’s offensive has
killed over 69,000
Palestinians, according to
the Gaza Health Ministry,
which doesn’t distinguish
between civilians and com-
batants but says the majori-
ty are women and children.

UK Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper said Tuesday
that the international com-
munity needed to “work
together to take forward the
20-point plan and to turn it
into a just and lasting peace.”
Cooper called for “urgent
action to open all the cross-
ings, lift restrictions and flood
Gaza with aid.”

Trump said the members
of the Board of Peace will be
named in the coming weeks,
along with “many more
exciting announcements.”

The plan calls for the sta-
bilisation troops to secure
Gaza border areas, along
with a Palestinian police
force that they have trained
and vetted. The force will
coordinate with other coun-
tries to secure the flow of
humanitarian assistance, and
should closely consult and
cooperate with neighbouring
Egypt and Israel. As the inter-
national force establishes
control, the resolution
says Israeli forces will with-
draw from Gaza “based on
standards, milestones, and
time frames linked to demil-
itarisation.” These must be
agreed to by the stabilisation
force, Israeli forces, the US
and the guarantors of the
ceasefire, it says.

Israeli settlers
torch West
Bank village

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Tel aviv

Israeli settlers on Monday
rampaged through a
Palestinian village in the
occupied West Bank, torching
homes and cars in the latest
in a string of settler attacks in
recent weeks.

The violence drew a rare
condemnation from Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and other top leaders. Israel’s
military said soldiers and
police were sent to al-Jab’a, a
small village southwest of
Bethlehem, after reports of
fires and vandalism.

The attack came hours
after clashes between Israeli
security forces and settlers
defending an unauthorised
outpost on a nearby hill
facing evacuation and demo-
lition on Monday, according
to COGAT, the Israeli military
body that deals with civilians
in the West Bank.

Israeli police said earlier
that six suspects were arrest-
ed in confrontations during the
demolitions. Monday night
attack in al-Jab’a was the latest
in a growing wave of settler
violence to hit West Bank vil-
lages, which has surged this fall
as Palestinians take part in
their annual olive harvest.

Violence carried out by set-
tlers and Palestinian militants
have both spiked as the Israeli
military has stepped up oper-
ations in the occupied West
Bank since the onset of the
Israel-Hamas war.

Zelenskyy to visit Turkiye in new
bid to end Russia-UKraine war

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Kyiv

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
on Tuesday that he will travel
to Turkiye this week in an
attempt to jump-start nego-
tiations on ending Russia’s
war, which began nearly
four years ago.

Turkiye provided a setting
for low-level talks between
Ukraine and Russia earlier
this year, though the only sig-
nificant progress in Istanbul
was on exchanging prisoners
of war. US-led international
peace efforts have brought no
breakthrough, either.

Zelenskyy said that he
would be in Turkiye on
Wednesday, a day after visit-
ing Spain, where he hoped for
pledges of new support on
Tuesday. “We are preparing
to reinvigorate negotiations,
and we have developed solu-
tions that we will propose to
our partners,” Zelenskyy said
on social media, without pro-
viding details. “Doing every-
thing possible to bring the
end of the war closer is

UN strongly rejects death sentence for Sheikh Hasina

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

In a carefully balanced
response, the United Nations
on Monday described the con-
viction of Bangladesh’s former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for crimes against humanity as
“an important moment” for
thousands of victims of last
year’sviolent protest suppres-
sion, while firmly reiterating its
universal opposition to the
death penalty.

Speaking at UN headquar-
ters in New York, Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres’
spokesperson Stéphane
Dujarric confirmed that
Guterres “fully agrees” with
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Ttirk that

the death penalty has no place
in any justice system, under
any circumstances.

The statement came hours
after Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal
sentenced the 78-year-old
Hasina and her former home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal to death in absentia for
theirroles in the deadly crack-
down on student-led demon-

strations between July and
August 2024, which a UN fact-
finding mission estimated
claimed as many as 1,400
lives. Geneva-based UN human
rights spokesperson Ravina
Shamdasani welcomed the
fact that senior leaders are
being held accountable, noting
that the Office of the High
Commissioner has repeated-
ly called for command respon-

sibility to be addressed in line
with international standards
since its damning report was
released last February.
However, she expressed
regret over the imposition of
capital punishment and raised
concerns about due-process
guarantees, particularly in
trials conducted in absentia
that resultin death sentences.
“The High Commissioner
has consistently stressed that
all proceedings involving inter-
national crimes must unequiv-
ocally meet the highest stan-
dards of fair trial and due
process,” Shamdasani said.
Both UN officials urged calm
and restraintin Bangladesh in
the wake of the politically
explosive verdict,emphasising

Hasina’s sentence internal
affair of Bangladesh: China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Beijing

China on Tuesday said the death sentence handed down to
deposed Bangladeshi prime minister Sheikh Hasina is an
“internal affair” of Dhaka, as it declined to offer any further
comment on the development. Hasina, 78, was on Monday
sentenced to death in absentia by Bangladesh's
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) for “crimes against
humanity” over her Government's brutal crackdown on
student-led protests last year. It also handed the death
sentence to former home minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal on similar charges. “It is Bangladesh'’s internal affair,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning told a
media briefing here when asked about the verdict. Mao said
China is committed to a policy of good neighbourliness and
friendship towards all people of Bangladesh.

that genuine national healing
can only come through a
broader process of truth-
seeking, reparations, and
far-reaching security-sector
reform that prevents
future abuses.

“The United Nations stands
ready to assist the govern-
ment and people of
Bangladesh in building a
justice and reconciliation
process that truly serves
victims and strengthens the
rule of law,” the statement
concluded. Sheikh Hasina,
who fled to India after her gov-
ernment collapsed on 5
August 2024, remains in exile
as diplomatic tensions
between Dhaka and New
Delhi continue over her status.

Ukraine’s top priority.” On
Thursday, Zelenskyy said that
he would meet with senior
Government officials, as well
as with the leadership of
Ukraine’s Parliament and his
political party, called Servant
of the People.

The Ukrainian leader was
meeting later Tuesday in
Madrid with Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez and
King Felipe VI, with a visit
planned as well to Spain’s
parliament. Kicking off a busy
week, Zelenskyy was in Paris

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lahore

A high court in Pakistan on
Tuesday ordered the police
to stop harassing an Indian
Sikh woman, who converted
to Islam and married a local
Muslim man whom she had
met on social media.
Sarabjeet Kaur (48) was
among 2,000 Sikh pilgrims
who had entered Pakistan
via Wagah border from India
early this month to attend
the festivities related to the
birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak. The pilgrims returned
home on November 13, but
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on Monday, where he signed
aletter of intent to buy up to
100 Rafale warplanes from
France, along with drones
and ground-to-air systems.
On the battlefield, Ukraine
launched a surprise aerial
attack on energy infrastruc-
ture in occupied parts of its
eastern Donetsk region.
The Russian-appointed
head of the partially occupied
region, Denis Pushilin, on
Tuesday morning reported an
“unprecedented” Ukrainian
attack that damaged two

Kaur was found missing. A
senior police officer in
Lahore later said that Kaur
contracted marriage with
Nasir Hussain of
Sheikhupura district, some
50 kms from Lahore, a day
after she arrived in Pakistan
on November 4.

When the pilgrims went to
Nankana Sahib the same
day, Kaur skipped the gath-
ering and reached
Sheikhupura along with
Hussain.

On Tuesday, Kaur and
Hussain filed a petition in the
Lahore High Court complain-
ing that the police had con-

thermal power stations in
the region and left many
areas without power. A day
earlier, Pushilin also reported
Ukrainian drones attacking
energy infrastructure in the
region, denying power to
around 500,000 consumers.
The occupied part of the
region has also endured
water shortages.

Ukrainian forces, despite
being heavily outnumbered,
are fighting hard to prevent
Russia’s army from capturing
any more of Donetsk.

In Ukraine’s northeastern
Kharkiv region, meanwhile, a
17-year-old girl was killed
and 10 other people were
wounded in a Russian missile
strike on the town of
Berestyn, located about 110
kilometres (70 miles) from the
Russian border, regional head
Oleh Syniehubov said.

Russian drones sparked
multiple fires in the central
Ukrainian city of Dnipro last
night, injuring two people,
said Vladyslav Haivanenko,
the head of the regional mil-
itary administration.

Pak court orders police to stop
harassing Indian Sikh woman

ducted an illegal raid at their
house in Farooqabad,
Sheikhupura, and pressured
them to end the marriage.

LHC Justice Farooq Haider
ordered the police to stop
harassing the petitioners. In
the petition, Kaur said a
police officer caused undue
harassment towards the
couple and forced them to
dissolve the marriage.

She said her husband is a
citizen of Pakistan and she
has approached the Indian
mission to extend her visa
and obtain Pakistani nation-
ality. In a video clip circulat-
ing on social media.

One of 25 abducted Nigerian

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Kebbi

girls escapes captivity

One of 25 schoolgirls abducted from a school
dormitory in northwestern Nigeria's Kebbi state has
escaped captivity and returned home, the school

principal told on Tuesday. The girls were abducted
when gunmen attacked a high school in northwestern
Nigeria before dawn on Monday, taking the 25 girls
and killing a staff member at the school.The student
who escaped fled forests and arrived home late

the principal told .

Monday, hours after the kidnapping at the Government
Girls Comprehensive Secondary School, said Musa

Rabi Magaji, the school principal. One other student,
who was not among the 25 confirmed abducted, also
escaped in the minutes that followed the attack,
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WHAT’S BREWING?

A global leader in Al-powered Modern Quality
Engineering and digital transformation solutions, in
collaboration with research and advisory firm
Everest Group, has launched a landmark whitepaper
titled “Reimagining Enterprise Quality: Leveraging
Al-infused Quality Enginegring Platforms for
Competitive Advantage. Ankit Nath, Practice Director
at Everest Group, Madhu Murty Ronanki, Co-
Founder and Head of India Operations at QualiZeal
& Kirti Suneja, Director, Pega Cloud Agile
Services.are seen.

Birla Fertility & IVF, one of India’s fastest-growing
fertility networks and part of the multibillion-dollar CKA
Birla Group, today reaffirmed its commitment to
transparency, ethical practices, and clinical excellence
with the launch of its new centre in Gachibowli,
Hyderabad. The announcement was made at a press
conference addressed by Abhishek Aggarwal, Chief
-_‘.*_;_:..‘ Executive Officer, Birla Fertility & IVF, along with senior
fertility specialists from its Gachibowli and Banjara Hills
centres.Dr Alimileti Jhansi Rani, Centre Head and
Fertility Consultant, Dr Spandana Nuthakki, Centre
Head, Gachibowli Centre,are seen.

Katriya Hotel & Towers officially kicked off the festive season with its
annual, time-honoured cake mixing ceremony 2025. The event, held at Raj
Bhavan Road Katriya Hotel & Towers brought together hotel management,
staff,Hyderabad Influencers and local dignitaries for a joyous celebration

that symbolizes the start of the years ending festive season.

World's Youngest successful Lung Transplant for Paraquat-
Induced Lung Fibrosis A very Rare & Successful Bilateral - 3 g = E: ﬁ
lobar lung transplantation at Yashoda Hospitals Saves 12- B8 =l = T8 e M8y - O »

Year-0ld Boy from Paraquat Poisoning-Induced Pulmonary * = - = . ; : F

Fibrosis a new history by successfully performing, On
| this Yashoda Hospitals Director, Dr. Pavan Gorukanti,Dr.

Visveswaran Balasubramanian, Dr. Chetan Rao, Dr. Pankii
Seth, Dr. Ramya Reddy and lung transplant surgeons Dr.
K R. Balasubramanian, Dr. Manjunath Bale successfully
performed “Bilateral Lobar Lung Transplant” at Yashoda

Hospitals.

- Michelin, the world's leading tyre

| technology company, has launched two new

Hyderabad, further strengthening its
footprint in the city. Launched in partnership
with Ashoka Wheels and 4 Wheglz & Tyres,
the dealerships are in the prime locations of

Banjara Hills and Kollur Village
respectively.Shantanu Deshpande,
Managing Director, Michelin India said,
“Hyderabad continues to be a fast-evolving
automotive market in Southern India

Stonecraft group announces a 100-acre
integrated project in telangana

tonecraft Group, a Living enclave with 333 independent homes,
Sleader in contributing nearly ?600 crore in projected

sustainable and revenue. Kirthi Chilukuri, Founder and Managing
biophilic real estate

Director, Stonecraft Group, shared, “The 110- ™ -
development, has f" i

acre integrated development, Temple Town, Y .
announced plans for a reflects our commitment to creating spaces that ub -

Sawariya group introduces
the elegant ‘it luggage
wedding collection’ in India

Sawariya Group, one of India’s leading distribution

Photos by- SV Chary

houses, has announced the launch of the exquisite ‘it
luggage - Wedding Collection’ - a premium luggage
range designed especially for wedding and festive travel.

tradition and innovation, the development, to be

sized trolleys - perfect for brides, grooms and families ( pment,
known as Temple Town, will draw inspiration

traveling in style. Each piece is built with lightweight yet

meg’gifgrifrgnég‘f U{;g”ge‘a\;sctgﬁgé%%ﬁxtﬁle“nsé\éellgx'ﬂrI”d'a landmark 110-acre | ~ Y honour India’ spiritual roots while mesting the Bk
drabilfty and timéless syle. With  quitied fnish and integrated township at | aspirations of today’s homebuyers.offering luxury 3 ik !
gold-toned detailing, the Wedding Collection is crafted to Yadagiri Gutta é_{ plots with @ mango orchard in Indresham, near i !
match the elegance of the modern wedding Telangana, with an T Patancheru, Hyderabad. Upcoming projects ]
season.Speaking about the launch, Aman Agrawal, Director, estimated revenue * /1, include Stonecraft Woods Shamshabad Phase- .
and Raman Agrawal, Founder at Sawariya Group, said, The potential of 1,100 i 4, expanding the Miyawaki forest with 150 farm -
‘it luggage Wedding Collection’ features three thoughtfully crore. Envisioned as a harmonious fusion of units in Shamshabad, Hyderabad. r g ;
§ |

A delegation of the committee members of Telangana

N L i = U i ™

durable material, smooth 360 spinner wheels and spacious from the spiritual and cultural legacy of the . I 5 e
interiors that make packing effortless."Weddings in India region, offering a serene yet contemporary living & Chambers of Commerce and Industry; led by its President Doctors, school students, children & volunteers at the
are more than celebrations —they are journeys. The it environment. Situated near the revered Lakshmi Karthik Maheshwaram extending an invite to H.E. Dr. Nawab Children’s Eye Care Awareness Week?is observed across the
:{Jggagbe- Wedéj'-?-gr? OH%CI'O" pﬁ-rfECt-%C&;pt”retha-t st Narasimha Temple, this integrated development Mir Nasir Ali Khan , Honorary Consul of the Republic of LV Prasad Eye Institute network, to raise awareness among
Cotm ||nps M tl's Ul imans Ip “t" 5;993” ?sf|gr|1 l will feature two core components: 90 acres of | Kazakhstan in Hyderabad for Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, the public about various eye diseases in children. This year
e e ot e L ek S BIERE premium residential plots, expected to generate - &3 Indiia; to grace the Telangana Connects 2025 USA - Atlanta Children’s Eye Care Awareness Week was observed Myopia
uxurious. Its not just luggage - it's a statement of style and approximately 7500 crore, and a 20-acre Senior . ¢ - A
reliability for the modern wedding season”. Business Summit, as the Guest of Honor at Hyderabad. wareness.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

CALVIN THE ELEPHANT AT FIVE TONS, HE IS THE HIS DEAFENING CALL
WANDERS THE AFRICAN LARGEST LAND MAMMAL ! SHATTERS THE EARLY-
PLAIN. MORNING  TRANQUILATY !
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SENSEX@1,10,000

This year has not been too good a year for the
Sensex, the Bombay Stock Exchange index. In the
past six months, it gained just over three per cent,
with a decent year-to-date increase of eight per cent.
In the past 12 months, the gain was nearer to 10 per
cent. However, in the past five years, the Sensex has
almost doubled, with a gain of nearly 41,000 points.
It marks an annual average increase of more than 18
per cent. But if one of the global expert firms is right,
there is great news. In a recent report, Morgan
Stanley has estimated the Sensex to be at 1,07,000, or
an increase of 22,000 points or more than 25 per cent
from the current levels, by December 2026.

“Following their worst underperformance in three
decades, we see Indian equities regaining their mojo
in 2026. Policy has pivoted, supporting a strong
recovery in nominal growth, which should take
earnings out of the mid-cycle slowdown experienced
over the past 12 months. Relative valuations are
consistent with improved forward performance. FPI
(foreign portfolio investors) exposure remains the
lightest in history,” one of the authors of the report
told a newspaper. Among the positives mentioned in
the report are factors such as GST cuts, stronger
external sector due to lower oil intensity and robust
services exports, stable policy, infrastructure
progress, and growing participation by the domestic
investors. These will differentiate Indian equities,
even as the global cycle turns. They will provide
different triggers for the various sectors for the next
leg.

However, the report provides a crucial caveat. The
1,07,000 prediction is only the best-case scenario,
with a 30 per cent probability. It hinges precariously
on the assumptions that crude oil will remain under
$65 a barrel, global tariffs will turn in India’s favour,
especially in the US case, inflation will continue to be
low, or even negative, and economic momentum
will continue. In effect, the future depends heavily on
America’s attitude. If India signs a bilateral trade deal
quickly, over the next 1-2 months, and tariffs come
down, things will be rosy. If America forces Russia to
end the Ukraine war, oil prices will remain stable. If
China and America come to an agreement, the global
uncertainties will vanish. At present, things seem to
be moving in the right direction.

The base-case scenario, with a 50 per cent
probability, according to Morgan Stanley, is sober.
The Sensex will reach 95,000 by December 2026,
which reflects a rise of 10,000 points, or 12-13 per
cent. This seems to be a rational and expected
estimate, and gels well with the past annual
performances. This is still based on an optimistic 17
per cent compounded annual growth rate in
corporate earnings through 2027-28. This implies
that firms will do well over the next 28 months. The
bear-case scenario, with a 20 per cent probability,
predicts a fall of almost 10,000 points from the
current levels. This will happen if oil prices surge to
over $100, central banks pursue tighter monetary
policies, and there is a fall in external demand.

Let us look at the past to project into the future. In
the past five years, as mentioned earlier, the Sensex
gained 41,000 points. This means a simple average of
8,000 points added each year. But Morgan Stanley
believes that the index will add 22,000 points in the
next 13-plus months. If this sounds a bit stretched,
unless there is a mad bull run, factor in the base
effect. The 41,000 points were added on a lower
base, which is almost half the current one. To add
22,000 points on top of the higher base, as any
statistician will tell you, is quite difficult. It requires
something unusual to happen. At present, most
economists predict India’s annual GDP growth to be
7-8 per cent over the next 2-3 years. This is not
unprecedented growth that can result in the bulls
going crazy over the next 12 months.

For investors, if the markets do go up, they will be
driven by the macro factors, as mentioned before.
This implies that the bull run will not be restricted to
specific sectors, or caps. Size of the company will not
matter, and the operations will be irrelevant. Hence,
stock-picking will lose its importance. Every stock, of
differing size, will go up along with the index. On the
flip side, if the market goes down, a low-probability
scenario, or manages 1-12 per cent rise in the Sensex,
investors will need to be careful, and choosy. Stock
picks will be paramount in these base-and-bleak
situations. So, if you are bull-headed, go for it. If you
are bearish, look for the contrarian signs. In any case,
we are in for some exciting times ahead.

Technical chartists too are gung-ho about the
Sensex. In October 2025, they predicted that the
index will hover in a band, with a higher limit of
84,000 points, by December 2025. It has already
almost touched 85,000. By March 2026, the chartists
predict 90,000 points. From there to Morgan
Stanley’s 1,07,000 over the next nine months seems
like a fair game. It is a matter of another 17,000
points. But remember, it is still a near-20 per cent
increase. There may be many slips, blips, and flips.
Whatever may happen, one thing is sure. The
1,00,000-mark will mark a major milestone.

OUR TAKE

Sutanu Guru

Author, Journalist
and Academician

On this day, four years ago, diehard supporters
of the Congress Party were busy. It was the day
of celebration. It was the birth anniversary of
their favourite and lovable leader, the late
Indira Gandhi. On this day, in 2021, the in-
power prime minister, Narendra Modi, made a
televised announcement that stunned and
shocked the nation. In possibly a rare
admission of political defeat, he said that the
Government, for all practical purposes, had
decided to respect street power, farmers’
influence, and mass protests.

After months of who-will-blink-first politics
and agitation, eyeball-to-eyeball, even violent
and strategic, tussle between the people-in-
power, and people-with-power, the
Government decided to give in. The farmers
from Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar
Pradesh had virtually captured the highways
into the Capital, strangled the traffic, and
disrupted commerce, trade, and industry,
apart from social life. The Government, as
Modi disclosed, had decided to accept their
demands. The three controversial and
contentious farm laws, which were a part of
second-generation reforms, were withdrawn.

When they were introduced, first
surreptitiously through ordinances, and later
publicly through bills passed by Parliament,
they evoked emotions that ranged from
anger, frustration, joy, happiness, desperation,
and others depending on whether you
supported the laws or not. The farmers
maintained that they would end livelihoods as

they existed, and pointed at an abject
surrender to big business, and large traders.
The Government felt that they were crucial for
the economy to grow consistently at 9-10 per
cent a year. Allegations ranged from crony
capitalism, as the regime aimed to help
industrialists, to external funding that
propped up the protests.

However, | feel that derailing the farm laws,

Quo Vadis farm laws, reforms

fertilisers, and other inputs for the next season
and crop. Some pay the loans, and take fresh
ones.

The first farm law would have helped the
farmer to break free of these mandi-related
shackles, and sell anywhere in the country.
This could have enabled a group of small
farmers to possibly create a cooperative, or
distribution organisation, to collectively sell,
and increase the bargaining power. They
could sell in other states, where the prices
were more remunerative, especially in times
of shortages. This would force the states to

enhance, and improve their

which may have gotten us nearer to double-
digit growth, will harm the farmers more than
any other group. It may sound ironic, but the
real loser is the same community that agitated
against the laws, and missed a

golden opportunity to improve
productivity, sign model contracts %f
with businesses, farm the way they

like, and sell the produce wherever

they wish to. The laws gave them

the choices and options to grow the crops
they desired, and use the seeds they wanted
to.

Without going into jargon, quite simply, the
way to explain the three farm laws is through
analogy. The first one stipulated that the
farmer has the right to sell his produce the
way Reliance Jio can sell SIM cards, and
mobiles anywhere in the country, or Hero
Motocorp can sell its two-wheelers across the
nation, and even abroad. As of now, the
farmer is obliged to sell in a local and official
mandi in the states where they exist, in the
open private markets, or through the
middlemen. The grower has minimal localised

If you are in debt due to retail personal
loans, you may be in a bit of a spot. If you
are a lender whose exposure to such
unsecured loans is high, you may be in
trouble. According to a recent report by S&P
Global Ratings, stress levels in the
unsecured retail lending segment, which
includes personal loans and microfinance,
is expected to hit its highest point in this
fiscal year (2025-26). In its ‘Global Banks
Country-by-Country Outlook,’ it states that
the problems and challenges are visible in
the loan portfolios of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), and commercial vehicle
lending.

Early delinquencies or non-payments in
these two areas have begun to rise across
nations. The rapid scale-up of the
unsecured loan products in the recent past
has led to higher incremental non-
performing assets (NPAs; bad loans).
However, the global banking system’s
“asset quality continues to be supported by
prudent underwriting in secured lending.”
Thus, the collateral-based loans provide a
cushion to the foundation of the lenders,
who aggressively push the unsecured
products. “Underwriting for secured retail
loans remains robust, with delinquencies at
manageable levels. Likewise, stricter
regulations, and enhanced guardrails in
microfinance should help contain asset-
quality pressures,” the report explains.

In the recent past, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) raised the risk weights on the
unsecured credit to curb the excessive
growth, but later relaxed a few norms in
2024. After several controversies, scandals,
and defaults, the microfinance industry
associations set limits on the number of
lenders a borrower can approach, which
aims to prevent over-borrowing among
low-income households. This too maintains
a check on the growth of unsecured
personal loans. In India, microfinance took
off years ago, became troublesome, and is
now hoping to become the preferred form
of credit in rural India.

On an overall basis, S&P expects the bank
credit to grow 11-12 per cent in this fiscal
year, which will broadly match the previous
year’s level, and will be primarily supported
by retail lending. As of October 17, 2025,
according to RBI data, credit expanded by
11.5 per cent year-on-year, even as deposit
growth lagged at 9.5 per cent. This is a
dangerous sign as it implies that Indian
households are becoming credit heavy, and
light on assets, and savings. The central
bank has flagged that the growth in
liabilities is higher than assets.

e

choices.

In effect, transporting crops
through interstate barriers and
borders is illegal. This is why
there was criminal action against
farmers from Rajasthan, who
tried to sell paddy in Punjab
because of better official prices,
and an efficient system. In a
country, where 86 per cent of the
farmers are either small or
marginal, and own up to two
hectares of land, the bargaining
power is limited, which restricts
further since you are bound to the
local markets. Anyone who has
visited the mandis knows how
the sellers are extorted, cheated,
and exploited by the same forces
that were created to help, and
support them.

God forbid if a farmer
displeases the agents in the
mandis. The latter have the
power to suddenly categorise the
produce of the particular farmer
as inferior, and offer a lower
price. This obviously results in
lower incomes, and destroys the
economics of farming. No
wonder, the farmers are
beholden to the agents. In
addition, most growers are in
debt and, hence, in a hurry to sell.
They need to repay the loans, and
spend money to buy seeds,

procurement levels, and offer the
minimum support prices.

The second farm law stipulated
that a farmer had the freedom to
opt for contract farming with a
private company or party. Every possible
safeguard was incorporated to ensure that the
land rights were protected. The private buyer
could not take over the land on some excuse
or pretext. Hence, farmers could ink deals with
the bulk users such as Pepsi, ITC, and
Hindustan Lever, or MNC traders like Cargill.
The model contracts that were prepared by
the Government guaranteed a minimum price
based on quality.

For more than four decades, farmers have
inked contracts with private firms. Pepsi buys
potato and tomato in bulk for its wafers, and
other needs. So do Nestle, and others. ITC has
a presence across rural India, and routinely
indulges in contract farming. The companies
benefit because they get regular supplies of
the right quality, and the farmers gain because
of guaranteed prices, and stable and rising
incomes. A law of this nature would have
given contract farming a prominent, legal, and
efficient status.

The third farm law related to an existing Act
on essential commodities. It stipulated that
the farmers were not subject to the Act. They
could even export the produce subject to
specific terms and conditions in times of
excess supply or severe shortage. The sad
reality, beyond the jargon and rhetoric, is that
the farmers may have Ilost these
opportunities. While the industry and services
sectors have gained immensely from the
reforms over the past three decades,
agriculture is still caught in a tight bind.

However, the farmers prefer the status quo,
where theirrights are protected by the State in
the form of official procurement, and MSP
(Minimum Support Price) regime for 22 crops.
They are willing to be exploited by the
politicians, and middlemen, but fear a new
system in which private firms may call the
shots. Indeed, the farmers want the State’s
benevolence to increase in the form of legal
MSP across the crops. The fact remains that if
the small and marginal farmers cannot fight
the mandi agents, and middlemen, they
cannot be expected to take on the corporate
giants.

oneer

The author has worked for leading media houses,
authored two books, and is now Executive Director,
C Voter Foundation

Unsecure may be insecure

Clearly, individual borrowers, who
present higher credit risks due to irregular
or default payment track records, may find
it tough to get further loans. The nature of
employment, income stabilities, or existing
debt burdens will become crucial factors
for the lenders. In contrast, the borrowers
with strong credit scores, and stable
financial profiles are likely to easily obtain
personal loans. Hence, this is an opportune
time to improve the credit scores, and

competitive terms.

If you think that personal loans will
become challenging, there are problems on
the private capital expenditure (capex)
front. According to the S&P report, private
capex, excluding infrastructure, may soften
if the existing global conditions worsen.
While India’s direct exposure to US trade
restrictions is low, the trade deficit in
October 2025 widened to nearly $42 billion,
compared to $32 billion in the previous
month, or a 13-month high. Economists
predicted the October deficit to be under
$29 billion. S&P noted that the indirect
impacts may affect sectors like chemicals
and steel.

In October 2025, exports were down by
nearly 12 per cent to just over $34 billion,
and imports went up by nearly 17 per cent.
Exports to the US were down by less than 10
per cent, to just over $6 billion. India
announced relief measures of more than $5
billion for the exporters. However, officials
blame imports for the higher trade deficit.
For example, gold imports in October 2025
jumped almost three times to nearly $15
billion, compared to the same month last
year.

Despite these trade-related and risks, S&P

For individuals, who are unable to qualify
for a standard credit card due to a low
credit score, or an unfavourable
employment profile, secured credit cards
offer a practical alternative. These cards are
issued against fixed deposits, and the credit
limit is set at around 90 per cent of the
depositvalue. The deposits act as collateral,
and allow the lenders to wriggle out of
unsecured loan portfolios. Thus, it is a win-
win for both the parties, and the borrower
is safer as she is unlikely to overextend
credit because of the link with her deposit.

Just like the regular cards, secured ones

attain financial stability, especially if you
are likely to borrow in the future.
Each lender follows its credit assessment
model, related to approval outcomes, and
interest rates. The latter varies
significantly from one
institution to another. This %f
makes it essential for anyone .
planning to take a personal loan

to compare offers across multiple lenders
before submitting the applications. Since
many banks and Non-Banking Finance
Companies prefer extending credit to
existing customers, applicants need to
check loan options with the institutions
where they hold deposits, have ongoing
loans, and use their credit cards. Explore
online marketplaces to identify

loneer

come with privileges such as
reward points, discounts, and
promotional vouchers. They
include interest-free repayment
windows, and the finance
charges apply only if the dues are not
cleared on time. This makes secured cards a
useful tool for building or rebuilding credit,
while enjoying the benefits of traditional
credit cards. If the unsecured personal loan
segment does get tricky, as S&P predicts,
this is a good choice. Ideally, however, it is
better to avoid unsecured loans just
because they are available.

remains optimistic about the medium-term

growth  prospects. Strong  public
infrastructure spending, and resilient
household demand will sustain GDP

growth of 6.5-7 per cent between 2025-26,
and 2027-28. In September 2025, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman urged the
industry to shed hesitation, and boost
capacity. She said that the Government had
delivered key reforms, which included
rationalised taxes, liberalisation in foreign
investments, and ease-of-doing-business.
This month, she reiterated the need for
private capex to complement the
Government’s infrastructure-led growth
model.

The finance minister’s urges indicate a
desperation for a strategic transition from
public spending to private one. The former
can no longer be the sole driver of growth.
Indeed, the official mindset seems to
change from quantity-led public spending
to quality-led one. The Government wishes
to create better assets, rather than blindly
spend to boost growth. In addition, unless
the private sector steps in, it cannot lead to
sustainable and higher growth rates in the
future.
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IPBL UNVEILS 5 FRANCHISES
FOR DEBUT SEASON
»

The Indian Pickleball League (IPBL) on Tuesday unveiled
the first five franchises to be based in Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad and Gurugram for its
inaugural season starting December 1.

Gurgaon Capital Warriors, Mumbai Smashers, Bengaluru
Blasters, Chennai Super Warriors and Hyderabad Royals
franchises were the five franchises. The sixth team will
be announced later.

The debut season will be held at the KD Jadhav Indoor
Hall of the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi
from December 1 to 7.

The league was launched by The Times Group and
sanctioned by the Indian Pickleball Association (IPA)
under the Sports Ministry.

Welcoming the franchises, Vineet Jain, Managing
Director, The Times Group, said: "These teams represent
the scale, ambition, and reach that define the Indian
Pickleball League. Together, they bring a fresh
competitive spirit that will help make pickleball a
modern fixture in India’s sporting landscape.”

Pankaj Bansal, Director - M3M India, owners of the
Gurugram franchise, said, "Gurugram loves fast, social,
high-energy sport. Being the city’s first major league
franchise makes this moment even more special.”

PRANAVI, KOCHHAR SHARES
HONOURS IN IGPL MUMBAI

Pranavi Urs produced a stunning six-under 62 to share
the lead with her male counterpart Karandeep Kochhar
after the opening day of the IGPL Invitational Mumbai,
becoming the first woman player to hold a share of
the lead at any stage on the Tour.

Playing her first IGPL event, Pranavi notched up eight
birdies against two bogeys to join Kochhar at the top.
Kochhar, who finished a few minutes earlier, signed
off in style with an eagle-par-eagle finish for his own
62. Pranavi currently plies her trade on the Ladies
European Tour, while Kochhar is assured of an Asian
Tour card for next season.

It was a strong day overall for women golfers, with
four of them featuring inside the top 10. Besides
Pranavi, Vani Kapoor was tied sixth alongside Durga
Nittur, while Ridhima Dilawari was tied ninth.

Trailing the co-leaders is two-time winner and IGPL
Order of Merit leader Aman Raj, who shot a four-under
64 to take third place. Kartik Singh, enjoying a
consistent season despite not clinching a win, carded
a three-under 65 to be tied fourth with Shaurya Binu.

Shahbaz, Shami power Bengal
to straight win in Ranji Trophy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Kalyani (West Bengal)

All-rounder Shahbaz Ahmed
struck his second first-class
century before Mohammed
Shami delivered a double
blow in successive overs as
Bengal tightened their grip
in pursuit of a fourth succes-
sive Ranji Trophy Group C
win on Tuesday.

Resuming at 267/4, Bengal
carried on from their strong
position overnight with
Shahbaz, who began
the third day on 61, settling
in quickly alongside
Sumanta Gupta as the pair
drove the hosts to a com-
manding 442 all out.

At stumps on the penulti-
mate day, Assam were 98/3
in their second innings, still
144 runs behind with seven
wickets in hand, as Bengal
pressed for a second straight
bonus-point win.

Bengal lead the Group C
table with three wins from
four matches and remain
two points clear of second-
placed Haryana (18).

Shahbaz’s fluent 101 off 122
balls, laced with 11 fours
and two sixes, anchored
Bengal’s innings.

Gupta matched him
stroke-for-stroke during their
imposing 129-run fifth-wicket
stand before Mukhtar
Hussain finally broke
through, trapping Shahbaz
soon after the left-hander
completed his century.

Having returned from
injury in the Gujarat match,
the spin bowling all-rounder
has been in prolific touch
lower down the order.With
the bat, he has back-to-back
scores of 86 and 51 not
out, and is now Bengal’s
second-highest run-getter
this season with 300 runs at
an average of 60 from just
three matches.

The left-arm spinner has

also been among their
leading wicket-takers with 18
scalps, including a match
haul of eight against
Railways that sealed a
bonus-point win in their
previous match.

Only Shami (20 wickets)
is ahead of him in the
pecking order.

While the Bengal top
order, including India Test
hopeful and skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (66),
once again failed to convert
their starts, Shahbaz, at
number 5, looked in com-
plete command.

Gupta too showed fine
temperament, adding
crucial runs with the lower
order, including Rahul
Prasad (28 off 48), as Bengal
crossed 400.

Gupta fell agonisingly
short of a century, dismissed

for 97 by Rituraj Biswas
(2/40).

Shami provided the late
flourish with the bat, smash-
ing an 18-ball 14, studded
with two fours and a six to
prop up the total past 440.

Assam’s reply began disas-
trously, with both openers —
Rishav Das and Pradyun
Saikia — dismissed without
scoring, while number 3
Swarupam Purkayastha
managed just four.

Shami struck with
the second ball of the
innings and removed
Purkayastha off the first
delivery of his next over,
both edging behind.

Suraj Sindhu Jaiswal then
trapped Saikia LBW after
the opener stayed for 16
balls.

Reduced to 8/3 inside six
overs, Assam were steadied

1

by Denish Das and skipper
Sumit Ghadigaonkar, who
dug in to see off the day.
Denish was batting on a
fighting 63 off 106 balls with
seven fours (7x4), while
Ghadigaonkar, who top-
scored with 61 in Assam’s
first-innings of 200, was
unbeaten on 30 off 100 deliv-
eries (2x4).
The pair added 90 runs for
the unbroken fourth wicket.
Bengal’s key task on the
final day will be to break the
partnership early as Assam
face an uphill climb, still
trailing by 144 runs with
seven wickets remaining.
Left-arm spinner Raj
Choudhary returned match
figures of 9/65, including a
decisive 5/35 in the second
innings, as Railways
thrashed Tripura by an
innings and 117 runs.

Nalkande puts Vidarbha
on top against Baroda

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Nagpur

Pacer Darshan Nalkande
(4]7) struck four times to
rock the Baroda top-
order and put Vidarbha in
the driver’s seat on the
third day of their
Ranji Trophy Group A match
on Tuesday.

Set a target of 276, Baroda
were tottering at 73 for five
in their second innings when
the stumps were drawn on
the third evening.

With half their side back in
the dressing room, it could
be an extremely difficult
task for the visiting
side Baroda to get the
remaining 203 runs and
claim an outright victory on
a challenging fourth day
pitch at the Vidarbha Cricket
Association Stadium.

Following up his first-
innings 40 not out, middle-
order batter Yash Rathod
proved to be the fulcrum
around which the Vidarbha
second innings revolved.

The 25-year-old Rathod
worked hard to play what
could prove to be a priceless
knock of 91 off 142 balls.

His knock was studded
with seven hits to the fence,

and more importantly, he
was involved in a vital part-
nership of 128 runs for the
fourth  wicket with
Ravikumar Samarth, who
chipped in with 45 off 129
balls. This was after former
Delhi batter Dhruv Shorey
contributed 61 and Atharva
Taide made 40 at the top of
the order after the early
departure of Aman Mokhade
for a duck on the second day,
leaving Vidarbha with plenty
of ground to cover.

Skipper Atit Sheth was the
most successful bowler for
Baroda, finishing with fine
figures of 5/47 in just under
16 overs.

Baroda’s chase began on a
disastrous note with
Nalkande sending back the
first four visiting batters to
the dressing room with just
17 runs on the board.

Parth Rekhade then
chipped in with the wicket of
wicketkeeper Mitesh Patel to
leave Baroda reeling at
55 for five. At stumps, Sukirt
Pandey and Ninad Rathva
were batting on 35 and 10
respectively.

Earlier, Vidarbha began
the third day’s play from
126 for three with Rathod on
15 and Samarth on 8.

Karnataka, Maharashtra register innings wins to go 1-2 in Group B

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Hubballi

Spinners Shreyas Gopal and
Shikhar Shetty came up with
stellar spells as Karnataka
trounced Chandigarh by an
innings and 185 runs on the
third day of their Ranji Trophy
Elite Group B match on
Tuesday. Chandigarh started
the day from 72 for four in
their first innings, and folded
for 222 in their first innings
despite skipper Manan Vohra
making an unbeaten 106.
Leg-spinner Shreyas (7/73)
was the lead act in the
destruction of Chandigarh’s
batting unit in the first
innings. Shetty (2/43) gave
him good support, but in the
second innings the 20-year-
old left-arm spinner assumed
the mantle of the leader.

LEG-SPINNER
SHREYAS (7/73) WAS
THE LEAD ACT IN
THE DESTRUCTION
OF CHANDIGARH’S
BATTING UNIT IN
THE FIRST INNINGS

Having conceded a
massive first innings lead of
325, Chandigarh had the
tough task of batting out a
total of five sessions to avoid
an innings defeat.

But the visitors faltered in
the second innings as well to
get bowled out for 140. Shetty
(5/61) led Karnataka’s bowling
with fine support from
Shreyas (3/45).

Shetty bowled 11.5 overs
non-stop from his end in the
second spell to take five

wickets conceding 47 runs,
after conceding 14 runs in his
one over first spell.

Shreyas thus completed a
match-haul of 10 for 118 runs.

Karnataka bagged seven
points from the match,
including a bonus point foran
innings win to go atop Group
B with 21 points from five
matches. Ravichandran
Smaran, who made a double
hundred in the match, was
named player of the match.

In another Group B match,
Maharashtra inflicted an
innings and 92-run defeat on
Punjab to leap to second
place with 18 points from
five matches.

Left-spinner Vicky Ostwal
(6/26) and pacer Rajvardhan
Hangargekar (5/44) were the
lead performers for
Maharashtra at Mullanpur.

The blind swimmer who sees with his heart
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JEEVESH GUPTA

In 1934, the German artist Max Ernst
painted an abstract work titled The Blind
Swimmer (Effect of a Touch). The paint-
ing invites viewers to imagine the sen-
sations and perceptions of someone
navigating a world without sight. While
this idea may have seemed radical at the
time, nature has long equipped crea-
tures like bats, dolphins, and whales
with a remarkable ability to “see”
through sound—echolocation. By listen-
ing to echoes, they sense distance,
movement, and shape. Even semi-blind
animals such as beavers navigate water
with confidence. If a visually impaired
person can detect whether someone
standing before them is taller or shorter
just by sound and spatial awareness,
then what truly prevents them from
swimming?

Yet, in the world we inhabit—often
hurried, indifferent, and unkind—the
visually impaired face immense chal-
lenges simply in moving across a
crowded city street. The absence of
guiding hands and supportive systems
makes mobility itself an act of courage.
Ironically, the water, which many
sighted people approach with caution,
can offer a rare sense of freedom to
those without vision. But very few ever
get the opportunity to experience that
freedom. Perhaps this is why specialized

coaching for visually impaired
swimmers remains almost absent in
India—because we have never taken the
time to imagine that they could excel in
this field.

Among the rare few who have defied
this neglect is Himanshu Nandal, a
young swimmer from Bohar Village,
Rohtak. He lives by a simple belief: “Don’t
let what you can’t see stop you from
what you can feel.” With total vision loss,
Himanshu slices through water at
Sirifort Sports Complex and Talkatora
Stadium in New Delhi, learning stroke
by stroke to read the sound of water.

For a blind swimmer, one of the
greatest fears is crashing headfirst into
the pool wall. Yet, this fear is not unfa-
miliar to the visually impaired—every
step on a staircase, every crossing,
every walk on a roadside carries a
similar risk. Having confronted those
fears daily, Himanshu approaches the
pool with remarkable composure. The
power to overcome fear keeps growing
and that is proven by the fact that
Himanshu manages to dive into the
pool with utmost panache which
most visually impaired swimmers
struggle to do.

His father stands at one end of the
pool, holding a long stick with a rubber
ball attached to its tip. Each time
Himanshu is about to reach the wall, the
ball gently taps his forehead—a signal
to turn. But at the other end, he navi-
gates entirely by himself. Over time, he
has learned to sense the shiftin echoes,
the way sound returns differently near
the wall. He now swims in unfamiliar

Wins 3 golds at 25th National Para Swimming Championship, 2025-26
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pools without hesitation. Himanshu’s
journey is rooted in a family of athletes.
His father is a former national-level
hockey player, and his uncle represent-
ed India at the 2014 Commonwealth
Games. The family moved to Delhi in
2008, where Himanshu joined the
National Association for the Blind (NAB),
learning Braille, communication, and
mobility skills. He later transitioned to
mainstream schooling in 2010, studied
at Tagore International School, Delhi
from class 2 nd to 12 th and went on to
complete his B.A. (Hons.) in Political
Science from Atma Ram Sanatan
Dharma College, Delhi University.

His desire to challenge societal per-
ceptions of disability shaped his path in
sports. In 2016, while watching the Rio
Paralympics, his father told him that
these were international games for
athletes with disabilities. That moment
planted the ambition to represent India.

Himanshu began with Judo in 2017,
winning two gold, one silver, and one
bronze at the national level. But incon-
sistent classification in the sport, which
often placed totally blind athletes
against partially sighted competitors,
pushed him to look elsewhere. He
found fairness and structure in Para
Swimming—where classification is trans-
parent and standardized worldwide.

He began training in August 2021,
resumed full-time in February 2022,
and soon after competed in his first
national meet in Udaipur, where he won
two gold medals and set a national
record. He was later classified interna-
tionally in the S11 category for fully blind

swimmers. He went on to dominate
national championships in Guwahati,
Gwalior, and Goa, repeatedly breaking
his own national records.

In 2022, Himanshu represented India
at the 4th Asian Para Games in
Hangzhou, China, competing in five
events and securing finishes that includ-
ed 4th and 5th place. In 2024, he
became the first Indian blind swimmer
to achieve the Minimum Qualification
Standard (MQS) for the Paris
Paralympics—a historic milestone, even
though quota limitations prevented
participation.

In 2025, he qualified for and compet-
ed at the World Para Swimming
Championships in Singapore, racing in
four events and advancing to two finals.
Himanshu continues to dominate
National championships year on year
and has won 3 golds at the just conclud-
ed National Para Swimming
Championship, 2025-26.

He won gold in 50 m freestyle, 100 m
breaststroke and 100 m backstroke in his
S11 category. Himanshu'’s story is not one
of sympathy—it is one of clarity, disci-
pline, and determination. He does not
seek to be seen as inspirational; he
simply wants to swim, to compete, and
to represent his country. He is proof that
vision is not limited to the eyes.
Somewhere deep within the blue swirl
of the pool, he sees with his heart—and
the world is finally beginning
to notice.

Author is a founder and trustee at Campaign
For Differently Abled




